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THE AGED SCARE INDUSTRY: 
HOW PRIVATISATION LEADS TO 

SUFFERING AND DEATH
Casey Davidson

Horrifying stories of neglect, abuse 
and poor treatment of elderly people in 
Aged Care facilities and homes across 
Australia have been exposed after the 
Royal Commission into Aged Care 
Quality and Safety released their fi nal 
report just two weeks ago. Although 
the Morrison government pledged to 
provide $452mil to Aged Care follow-
ing these fi ndings, it has completely 
disregarded the foundational issue 
which continues to cause countless 
nightmarish experiences for people’s 
loved ones nearing the end of their lives 
– the privatisation and deregulation 
of the Aged Care industry, stemming 
back to the Howard administration.

The investigation was announced in 
October 2018 – well before the COVID19 
outbreak – after a number of concerned 
citizens had already released disturbing 
information about the Aged Care industry 
to the media. Over 10,000 submissions 
were made detailing negative experiences in 
Aged Care, from patients, residents, family 
members, organisations and workers up 
until September 2020.

In one submission, a woman described 
fi nding her incapacitated husband under a 
delirious medication-induced state, about 
to drink from his own catheter because no 
one would bring him a drink. There were 
not enough staff  available to make sure he 
was supervised or cared for. In another, a 
daughter gave an overview of her moth-
er’s treatment in a facility in which she 
believed over-medication led to her being 
unable to eat, and therefore dying from 
malnourishment.

Many accounts come from patients 
themselves, in their eighties and nineties 
who have continuously requested assist-
ance in the facilities and not received it due 
to minimal staff  and poor communication 
amongst the workers. Elderly people living 
at home are also being neglected by the slow 
approval and release of Home Care Packages, 
sometimes up to thirty-four months. Many 
people died before receiving them. Without 
access to home care services that meet their 
assessed needs, people face risks of declin-
ing function, preventable hospitalisation, 
premature entry to residential aged care, 
and death.

One of the notable common complaints 
was the “My Aged Care” government website 
and phone line, which is the starting point for 
elderly people to access government-funded 
aged care services. People complained about 
having no face-to-face assistance, and having 
diffi  culty fi nding information to help them 
make decisions about their needs. They 

reported the experience as time-consuming, 
overwhelming, frightening and intimidating.

As of September 2020, while the inquiry 
was still under way, 629 people who were 
living in aged care homes in Australia died 
as a result of COVID19, out of 844 Austral-
ian COVID-19 deaths in total. While the 
majority of COVID19 victims were elderly, 
the Aged Care and COVID19 Special Report 
outlined that Australia’s death rate in Aged 
Care facilities was disproportionately high 
by international standards. Health practi-
tioners submitted their concerns regarding 
the lack of PPE or lack of use of PPE, empty 
soap dispensers and hand sanitisers, in-room 
isolation of residents, and lack of training 
for frontline staff .

Systemic issues were also raised, in 
which residents and families indicated a 
massive power imbalance against speaking 
out about neglect or abuse. In some cases 
family members were also bullied and 
treated with contempt. Many workers who 
were concerned about their patients also felt 
disempowered to speak out, in fear of losing 
their jobs. There is little doubt that casual 
Aged Care workers who have few employee 
protections would avoid rocking the boat.

While the Royal Commission highlights 
the poor treatment of residents and those in 
need of home care, many stakeholders are 
concerned that the prolonged announcement 
of the recommendations, and the continued 
ineffi  ciency of the Morrison government 
to address these concerns, could mean the 
elderly population remain at risk for longer 
than required. This has also been found to 
be a concern amongst those seeking justice 
for their loved ones, where neglectful actions 
resulted in their death or lasting impairments.

The fi nal report made recommendations 
which include but are not limited to:
• A new aged care act which supports 

the ability for elderly people to 
live meaningful lives and maintain 
independence;

• Long term support which includes social 
engagement and mental health services;

• A registered nurse always being on duty 
in an aged care facility;

• More respite services, more assistive 
technology, and more options for care at 
home, or to return home;

• Immediate funding for education 
and training to improve the quality of 
care, as well as additional support for 
informal carers and volunteers;

• Improved accommodation;
• More specifi c Aged Care for Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander people, 
including a Commissioner to address 
specifi c needs, and more opportunities 
for First Nations people to train as Aged 
Care workers;

• Better access to health care for those in 
remote and regional areas; and

• Legislative amendments for those in 
leadership to have more accountability 
and responsibility, as well as protection 
for whistleblowers.

In response, the Morrison government 
has pledged $452mil to address the recom-
mendations over fi ve years. While this may 
seem hopeful, the underlying reasons for 
the major issues in Aged Care have not been 
addressed, which raises concerns for how 
impactful the funding will be. Most notably, 
the privatisation of health care industries has 
caused the most suff ering and tragedy for the 
working class and their elderly loved ones. 

When the Howard government intro-
duced the Aged Care Act 1997, it allowed 
private investment, which meant private 
equity fi rms, foreign investors, and property 
real estate investment trusts were able to 
enter the residential aged care market, focus-
ing on profi ts rather than care. The reforms 
were made under the premise that it would 
make nursing homes more competitive and 
increase the industry’s revenue by introduc-
ing means testing and admission fees.

Additionally, Howard shut down the 
state run standards monitoring process 
and replaced it with an industry-controlled 
accreditation scheme. He also ended public 
funding of the Australian Pensioners’ and 
Superannuants’ Federation, which was 
the leading advocacy group for improving 
standards in Aged Care.

These aberrations lead to further deregu-
lation, such as the removal of resident to carer 
ratios, meaning hundreds of elderly people in 
a facility could be under the care of very few 
staff , or in a facility with no registered nurse 
on duty. Working in Aged Care became an 
increasingly stressful and depressing job with 
poor conditions and very poor pay – leaving 
the industry with a large turnover of staff . 
Without public standards, elderly people 
have been neglected and forgotten about, 
in dangerous situations with incompetent 
carers, left to suff er or even die. These are 
the eff ects privatisation has on people’s lives.

The Royal Commission suggests resi-
dents receive a minimum of three hours 
and twenty minutes care per day by a mix 
of nurses and personal care workers. Right 
now there simply aren’t enough staff  to pro-
vide this. On top of that, it begs the practical 
question of how private Aged Care facilities 
will be audited. Private Aged Care businesses 
have argued for self regulation and lobbied 
against staff  to patient ratios for many years, 
and have set these low standards based on 
their profi t margins.

The reality is that Australia needs to 
re-nationalise the Aged Care industry to 
make any lasting change to the standards. 
Frail elderly people are the most vulnerable 
people in society, and should not be taken 
advantage of by private money-making 
leeches. However, bringing Aged Care back 
into public ownership remains a pipedream 
whilst the neo-liberal LNP government 
remains in power. Even under the Labor 
Party it is questionable whether this would 
happen. Australians need to fi ght to take 
back their public assets, to save the lives and 
livelihoods of their loved ones.

Elderly people are our mothers and 
fathers, our grandmothers and grandfa-
thers – people at the end of their lives who 
have spent their lives labouring, sacrifi cing 
and building. A society which treats these 
people poorly will no doubt experience an 
existential crisis of meaning and value. Are 
today’s working class doomed to the fate of 
today’s elderly people, to be humiliated, and 
suff er in their fi nal years? It seems a perfect 
analogy for how the bourgeoisie value the 
working class once their labour has been 
expended. Furthermore, there is much to 
be learnt from the First Nations people, who 
value their Elders as the knowledge-holders, 
and pivotal community members in tackling 
issues that arise in country.

The working class needs a government 
that supports its interests, both now and later 
in life. It’s time for those in Australia to really 
consider the adverse impacts of privatisation 
and demand a government that makes deci-
sions in the majority’s interests. 
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UNION DEMERGER A LOSS 
TO THE UNION MOVEMENT

Earlier this month, delegates from the mining 
and energy division of the Construction, Forestry, 
Maritime, Mining and Energy Union (CFMMEU) con-
vened and voted to break away from the super-union.

In a message released to the public, general presi-
dent Tony Maher stated that he told the convention 
that there was dysfunction “within the CFMMEU’s 
national leadership” and a “push to abolish divisional 
autonomy, which would in time hand control of our 
aff airs to the dominant Construction Division.” 

The division itself also released a statement, which 
in part stated charged the amalgamated union with 
“macho posturing and chest beating,” further stating 
that it had “never been less respected.”

The Construction and General Division and 
Maritime Divisions of the Union released a statement 
in response to the news. In their statement, they stated 
that “leadership of the Mining and Energy Division 
failed to put the facts in front of the delegates, as 
the text of the resolution contains numerous false 
or misleading statements and allegations.” Further 
stating that “the Mining and Energy Division leader-
ship failed to declare its intention to seek a demerger 
to the broader union in the democratic forums of the 
union.” They also accused the division of negotiat-
ing a “secret arrangement with Minister Christian 
Porter behind the backs of the CFMMEU, the ACTU 
and the Australian trade union movement.” Despite 
the demerger, the divisions stated that they would 
“continue to support and will fi ght for mineworkers’ 
rights to safe and secure jobs, a future in the coal 
industry, and in mining communities everywhere.”

The split marks the first use of the “demerger 
laws.” Formally known as The Fair Work (Registered 
Organisations) Amendment (Withdrawal from 
Amalgamations) Bill 2020, the demerger laws passed 
with the consent of both major parties. The law al-
lows for de-amalgamation after fi ve years. Previously, 
merged unions could only seek to de-amalgamate after 
two years but before fi ve years, after which the merger 
could not be reversed. At the time of passing, MP Tony 
Burke stated that the ALP’s support stemmed from 
the belief that super-unions should be about to break 
under “exceptional circumstances.” Former ACTU 
secretary Bill Kelty went even further, stating there 
was “nothing wrong with divorce – even the Catholic 
church is accommodating it these days.” 

However, it is clear that from its fi rst use, the de-
merger laws are nothing short but an anti-working 
class weapon, with their sole intention to pit union 
against union in an attempt to undermine trade union 
solidarity. These laws are not unique. They are just 
one of many tools that have been deployed to combat 
trade union militancy (e.g. “The Accord,” WorkChoices, 
etc.). Even if these laws were never to be invoked again, 
they have already caused irreparable harm to one of 
Australia’s strongest unions which, as a result, have 
in part aff ects its capacity to resist and lead against 
poor industrial relations laws.

What is needed more than ever is apparent – a 
broad coalition of left forces from trade unions to 
political parties to activist organisations to campaign 
for worker-orientated industrial relations reform such 
as a return to the right to strike. We need a progressive 
and clear platform that is a clear rebuke of existing 
and future reactionary legislation. It is only by working 
together that we can defeat these bourgeois forces, 
apart we fall.
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END FASCISM IN THE 
PHILIPPINES! STOP 

AUSTRALIAN MILITARY 
AID TO THE PHILIPPINES!
Media Release by Action for Peace and 
Development in the Philippines (APDP)

As execution of human rights activists height-
ens in the Philippines, the Australian Action 
for Peace and Development in the Philippines 
calls for the Australian Government to stop 
using tax payer’s money in supporting the 
Philippine military.

This call from peace loving Australians came as 
we condemn the Bloody Sunday perpetrated by the 
Philippine Military on 7 March 2021 in Philippine 
provinces of Cavite, Laguna, Batangas and Rizal 
[southern part of Luzon Island] early morning today.

Only last week Pres. Rodrigo Duterte ordered the 
Philippine National Police (PNP) and Armed Forces 
of the Philippines to: “disregard human rights and 
kill suspected rebels.” In all of the raids, arrests and 
executions there is obvious weaponisation of search 
warrants and planting of evidence that were done to 
justify such actions.

The PNP has confi rmed that six were arrested, nine 
were killed, and six others “escaped” in simultaneous 
raids on offi  ces and homes of the activists based on 
18 search warrants.

Judge Jose Lorenzo de la Rosa of the RTC Manila 
Branch 4 issued a number of search warrants used.

APDP supports the Filipino people in:
• Holding Pres. Duterte and Gen. Parlade directly 

accountable for the killing and illegal arrest of 
these unarmed activists, as well as the brazen 
weaponisation of search warrants and planting of 
evidence to justify such actions. This adds to the 
long list of atrocities committed by Duterte and 
his tyrannical, fascist regime.

• Demanding that all those arrested be freed and 
that an independent, credible investigation into 
the simultaneous raids be done by Congress and 
the Commission on Human Rights (CHR) to hold 
those responsible to account.

• Demand that the Supreme Court take immediate 
steps to prevent the further weaponisation of 
search warrants and other judicial instruments 
to silence activists, political dissenters and 
government critics.

• Calling for an end the Duterte fascist regime.

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA STOP USA 
BLOCKADE ON CUBABLOCKADE ON CUBA

Also solidarity with Also solidarity with 
Venezuela & GazaVenezuela & Gaza

5:30 pm 
Wednesday 17th of March

Sydney Martin Place outside of US Consulate Offi ce
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OP-ED: SOCIALIST AND 
CAPITALIST RESPONSE TO 

COVID-19 AND VACCINATIONS
Eileen Whitehead

Now more than ever is prob-
ably a good time to look at 
the diff erence in responses 
between socialist and capitalist 
countries in order to appreci-
ate their completely diff erent 
philosophical approaches to 
society. The political (mis)
management of this pandemic 
is a clear indication of the total 
contempt for the working class 
in those countries controlled 
by capitalist countries. Their 
“mantra” of “herd immunity” 
and encouragement to live with 
the virus was simply to keep 
people working and making 
profi ts.

Although the virus was fi rst 
identified in Wuhan, in China, 
the World Health Organisation 
and Chinese investigators’ fi nd-
ings were that the virus was likely 
to have been active outside the 
Wuhan market for weeks before 
cases were fi rst detected. The team 
considered the possibility of the 
virus being present in other regions 
or countries before the fi rst cases 
were reported in Wuhan. However, 
the virus’s zoonotic origin remains 
a mystery, with investigators fi nd-
ing no clear link to bats, pangolins 
or other wild animals. Still, more 
samples are to be taken from felines 
and other species.

For over twelve months, this 
pandemic has raged throughout the 
world, bringing the US-led capital-
ist system to its knees, resulting in 
the most intense research and fast-
est rollout of a vaccine in recorded 
history! Not because the capitalist 
system is concerned about the high 
numbers of deaths from this virus 
but because it has to get workers 
back into production in support of 
profi ts. It’s interesting to consider 
that, so far, the countries with the 
highest number of deaths have been 
the ones with the most resources 
and wealth.

The proud institution of the 
NHS in the UK has been constantly 
cut to the bone and/or privatised 
by the neoliberals – both Labour 
and Conservative – and its current 
inadequacies have been plain to see 
during this pandemic. The British 
Medical Journal called its govern-
ments’ attitude “Social murder.” 

American health care inequal-
ity is so class-based it’s ludicrous: 
the higher your income, the better 
your health. America is the only 
developed country that relies soley 
on private health insurance. Before 
the Aff ordable Care Act, around 
twenty per cent of Americans had 
little or no health insurance, so 
unsurprisingly, the death toll from 
COVID-19 is now above 500,000. 
But the American ruling class and 
its friends in the pharmaceutical 
industry will make billions, which 
is of far greater importance than 
a “few” lives. Again – unsurpris-
ingly – the ruling elite does not 
consider the deaths of the Ameri-
can people worth using its huge 
wealth to allay: its resources are 
only there to support its wars, not 
its people.

Trump’s half measures in 
response to the pandemic were no 
worse than Johnson’s bumbling 
response, with both representing 
political systems exploiting the 
working class. So, if this is typical 
of their attitude to the health and 
welfare of workers and the poor, 
can we expect any sign of equality 
when it’s time to roll out vaccina-
tions? For once, there was only 
praise for the Australian Federal 

government of Scott Morrison, 
who actually listened to the medi-
cal experts and threw millions of 
dollars in support of the fi nancial 
system and thereby, the workers.

Now we’re seeing what is being 
called “vaccine apartheid,” where 
ten rich countries – the US, Canada, 
Western European countries and 
Australia – have taken seventy-
fi ve per cent of all vaccine doses, 
while 130 other countries have not 
received a single dose. Wealthy 
nations are hoarding most vac-
cines and denying them to poorer 
nations. It is the US/UK against 
Europe, rich people against poor 
people, white against people of 
colour — a racist vaccine pyramid 
where wealthy western whites are 
at the top of the food chain, and 
the non-white poor developing 
countries are always at the bottom. 
The rich countries (fourteen per 
cent of the world population) have 
purchased over fi fty per cent of the 
vaccine supply.

So, why are western countries 
overbuying vaccines? It has been 
suggested that it’s to control the 
vaccine market monopoly scheme to 
control the price, as on the futures 
trading market, “excess” vaccines 
can then be sold to poorer countries 

for political ransom or a higher 
price. That’s capitalism, for you!

When the coronavirus began to 
circulate, several African countries 
had one ventilator even though 
health professionals, having expe-
rienced previous virus epidemics, 
knew it was just a question of time 
before another, more severe strain 
would surface globally. But years of 
austerity have seen increased pov-
erty and homelessness, increased 
infant mortality and shortened life 
expectancy. Poor countries have 
been unable to spend on health 
systems, e.g. in South Africa, six-
teen per cent of the population 
with private health care, is served 
by seventy per cent of the country’s 
doctors.

According to the website “Our 
World in Data,” China and Russia 
were amongst the fi rst countries 
in the world to vaccinate people. 
By the 15th of December, 2020, 
at least 1.5 mil Chinese had taken 
a jab, compared to the US and UK, 
who also began their vaccination 
campaigns in early December but 
had only vaccinated around half 
a million people by the 15th of 
December. The point made here 
being that, in both these countries 
governed by a powerful capitalist 
and conservative elite, it is always 
more important to spend trillions 
on defence forces, wars and tax 
cuts for big business than service 
the health industry for the people. 

So far, China is leading the 
world in the number of fully vac-
cinated people or who have at least 
received the fi rst jab. According to 
the Chinese media, as of the 23rd 
of January, 2021, nearly 16 mil had 
taken a jab, closely followed by the 
number of people vaccinated in 
the US; but as of the 9th of Feb-
ruary, China had administered 
52 mil doses, (slowed because of 
the Chinese New Year holiday); 
the US 75.2 mil, the UK 20.9 mil, 
and 1.87 mil in Canada.

According to Chinese Foreign 
Minister Wang Yi, by mid-February 
China had donated vaccines to fi fty-
three developing countries includ-
ing Somalia, Iraq, South Sudan, 
and Palestine. It has also exported 

vaccines to twenty-two countries; 
in addition, they launched research 
and development cooperation 
projects with more than ten coun-
tries. Also at the WHO’s request, 
China will contribute 10 mil doses 
of vaccines to COVAX.

China and the US face very 
diff erent situations. At the current 
rate, the US could vaccinate its 
population in six months; many 
estimate that China with 1.4 bil 
people will take up to two years 
to fully vaccinate its population. 
However, because of its very eff ec-
tive anti-pandemic strategy with 
its very low COVID infection rate, 
experts believe that, unlike the US, 
China does not need to rush for full 
vaccination in order to achieve the 
goal of “herd immunity.” Its main 
concern now is acting to prevent 
any new outbreaks of the virus. 

A new imperialist weapon 
against other countries is what is 
called a vaccine blockade, where 
western economies prevent coun-
tries without US dollars or bank 
wire transfer power from buying 
vaccines. US illegal sanctions 
against Iran have prevented that 
country from purchasing life-saving 
PPE, medical equipment and now 
vaccines because they do not have 
access to US dollars (the common 
currency for international trade) or 
international wire transfer service: 
basically international wire transfer 
needs SWIFT code, which is con-
trolled by the US.

Lee Siu Hin: National coor-
dinator of National Immigrant 
Solidarity Network, believes that 
“progressive activists from anti-
racist, community, peace and social 
justice movements around the 
world are increasingly critical of 
the giant corporate pharmaceuti-
cal companies in western countries 
for engaging in racism and vaccine 
imperialism against communities 
of colour within their countries and 
poor countries across the globe.” 
Lee, along with many communists 
around the world, are calling for 
a more aff ordable and equitable 
distribution of vaccines to all those 
remaining survivors. 

STOP THESE PROPOSED ANTI-WORKER LAWS
These Senators can stop the anti-worker Omnibus Bill: 

Jacqui Lambie, Malcolm Roberts, Pauline Hanson, Stirling Griff & Rex Patrick

Tell them to vote No in the Senate
go to: www.stopthebus.com.au
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Vinnie Molina

IWD 2021 was celebrated in Perth at Perth 
Trades Hall on Monday, the 8th of March. More 
than sixty people gathered at the event which 
was jointly organised by the CFMEU, TWU, 
and the CSIRO Staff  Association.

The celebration was chaired by Michelle Sheehy 
organiser with the CFMEU, who welcomed the 
attendees, speakers and the Android Sisters who 
performed their songs, including the very relevant 
“Bread and Roses.” 

A short film on the history of International 
Women’s Day and its socialist roots was shown to 
remind people of the true signifi cance of the day 
and its relationship to working class struggle. The 
fi lm started by raising concern IWD had become a 
Mother’s Day equivalent in some circles and that we 
must reclaim its roots.

Three speakers, Cheryl Davenport, Rebecca 
Cassells, and Trish Todd spoke passionately about 

the journey for women’s equality over the past fi ve 
decades. The presentations focussed on the struggle 
and the hard walk that continues towards equality in 
a society dominated by men and where much needs to 
be done if we want a better world. This was illustrated 
by Davenport who outlined how it took nine years for 
her bills to decriminalise abortion to become legisla-
tion in Western Australia. This she had to introduce 
as a private member’s bill after she wasn’t able to get 
support from her Party colleagues.

The speakers celebrated what has been achieved 
but stressed the importance of being organised with 
both working class men and women coming together 
in the struggle to achieve that better world.

During the event, It was also highlighted that 
WA is one of the worse places for women’s gender 
pay gap in the country. The pay gap is worse in those 
industries dominated by women.

The event was well attended by local Party 
members. 

Australia

International Working Women’s Day 
calls all working-class militants to strengthen 

the struggle for gender equality.

PERTH INTERNATIONAL 
WOMEN’S DAY 2021

Daniel Fisher

At 1:00 PM on Sunday the 7th of March 
over fi fty members and supporters of 
the Communist Party of Australia gath-
ered at the Greek Orthodox Communi-
ty Club in Lakemba to commemorate 
International Working Women’s Day 
(IWWD). A banner with the slogan 
“Put Women’s needs fi rst! Choose real 
change!” formed the backdrop to the 
occasion which was marked by speech-
es, songs, and lunch. This event was 
organised by the Inner-West branch 
and endorsed by the Sydney District 
Committee of the Communist Party 
of Australia. 

IWWD was fi rst initiated in 1910 by nota-
ble revolutionaries including Clara Zetkin 
and Rosa Luxembourg. It later rose to great 
prominence during the February Revolu-
tion that led to the collapse of the Russian 
empire and opened the way towards the 
socialist revolution that led to the establish-
ment of the fi rst socialist country, the Soviet 
Union. IWWD was celebrated throughout the 
socialist countries as a public holiday and 
is celebrated by the International Commu-
nist Movement. In 1975 the United Nations 
declared the year the “International Year 
of the Woman.” This contributed to IWWD 
being recognised and adopted by the capitalist 
west, although dropping “Working” from the 
day name as a sign of its bourgeois co-option. 
It was noted that many of the demands put 
forward and struggled for in 1975 for win-
ning gender equality are still the demands 
of the movement today. 

Comrade Dorothy addressed the assem-
bled guests in a speech that analysed the 
exploitation and oppression experienced by 
women today. This oppression arises from 
capitalist property and social relations, and 
the ultimate solution can only be found in 
winning a socialist society. The insidious 
eff ects of the bourgeois agenda were exposed 
in how women’s issues are discussed in the 
“mainstream” media, where “Public debates 
concerning women’s rights and needs assume 

we have reached an ideal society where ques-
tions of rights and needs are not eff ected by 
class interests.” 

However, women’s issues are truly the 
issues of the working class. In Australia 
today the overwhelming majority of women 
are not preoccupied with getting a place on 
the board of BHP or Fairfax media, they are 
much more likely to be hoping that their 
casual or insecure work will still be there 
next week, next month or next year. Rep-
resentation on corporate boards can hardly 
truly matter when women that win these 
tokens of gender parity “have been co-opted 
to serve the class interests of big capital”. 

These capitalist interests invariably deny 
women their basic needs, continually degrade 
advances previously made and siphon prof-
its out of education and healthcare services 
which has ruinous consequences on the lives 
and families of working people. This trend 
is exemplifi ed with the widening social and 
gender inequality intensifi ed by the COVID-
19 pandemic. “Free childcare, quality free 
education from pre-school to university and 
a health system that does not ask if you are 
privately insured before it decides how to 
help you”, housing, job security and equal 
pay for equal work are measures that would 
have a far greater liberatory impact on the 

lives of women then token measures of elite 
representation. 

Following this speech, Comrade Sylvia 
sung Bread and Roses and a song written 
by CPA members in the New Theatre in the 
1950s that agitated for equal pay. Interna-
tional Working Women’s Day is a day that 
calls all working-class militants to strengthen 
the struggle for gender equality. There is no 
choice for women who want equality and a 
better future for themselves and their fami-
lies. The only choice that will realise equal-
ity and the satisfaction of women’s needs is 
socialism. 

INTERNATIONAL WORKING WOMEN’S DAY 
SUCCESSFULLY COMMEMORATED BY 

COMMUNISTS IN SYDNEY
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Amid a media storm, Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison and front bench poli-
ticians have voiced their support for 
the Attorney-General. 

The ABC explored the claims in its Four 
Corners report. Friends of the woman who 
accused Christian Porter outlined their per-
spectives on the historical abuse allegations. 
The report also revealed personal accounts 
of the now-deceased woman. 

In 2020 the woman made a report to 
the NSW sex crimes unit, who were then 
going to investigate the claims. In June, 
she told them this was no longer what she 
wanted. The next day, after a long struggle 
with her mental health, the woman took 
her own life. 

In a thirty-minute media conference, 
the Attorney-General repeatedly denied any 
wrong-doing when journalists asked for his 
recollections of what happened in 1988.

“Just imagine for a second that it’s not 
true,” said Christian Porter. “That for what-
ever reason the recollection and the belief, 
which I’m sure was strongly held, is just 
not true. Just imagine that for a second.”

Both Scott Morrison and Treasurer 
Josh Frydenberg have dismissed calls for 
an inquiry. Their decision not to back the 
investigation comes after NSW police have 
cited a lack of “admissible evidence” for the 
case to proceed with. 

Reporters questioned the Attorney-
General and he gave emotional responses, 
rebuffi  ng any attempts by journalists to pry 
further into his thoughts on the allegations. 
When asked by one reporter if he recalls 
the events of the night that the incident 
was supposed to have happened, he refuted 
any knowledge of specifi cs outlined in the 
woman’s written statement. 

“I have never seen that statement” said 
Porter. “No-one has provided it to me. I 
have never been asked on it before. It was a 
long time ago. But I can just say to you that 
the things that are written and said to have 
happened, wherever they are said to have 
happened, that is the fi rst time they have 
been put, that they happened in someone’s 
room, they just didn’t happen.”

Christian Porter then went on to argue 
against being stood down from his position 
as Attorney-General.

“It would mean, in this hyper-politicised 
world that we have,” he said. “That any 
allegation would basically mean if it weren’t 
resolved through a court process to some 
group’s satisfaction, that the person has to 
end their life and their career.”

The Prime Minister has supported 
Porter to stay in the role, despite recom-
mendations from former Solicitor-General 
Justin Gleeson. 

Gleeson outlined the clear process that 
the Prime Minister should have followed 
after the thirty-one-page statement was sent 
to his offi  ce. To take the matter directly to 
the current Solicitor-General who would 
then deliberate over the credibility of the 
material and how an inquiry could take 
place constitutionally. 

The Prime Minister and other Liberal 
MPs from the moment the allegations broke 

skirted around this possibility. Morrison 
came out to declare him “innocent under 
law” and that he would not be removed as 
Attorney-General and Minister for Indus-
trial Relations. 

Jeremy Samuel, a friend of the woman, 
called for an inquiry into the allegations on 
the ABC’s Four Corners.

“I would have thought if there was an 
inquiry by a competent person without a 
political agenda, that that would be a way 
of stopping this trial by media.”

Michael Bradley, who was the woman’s 
lawyer, also came out in support of an 
inquiry.

“He is the fi rst law offi  cer” he told Four 
Corners. “It is a unique position, in a sense, 
it is an apolitical position because he over-
sees the whole system of justice and sits 
above all the judges, all the barristers, all 
the solicitors, all the legislation, you know 
all of our laws.”

“He’s responsible for all of that and it 
is absolutely essential that the person in 
that role has no suspicion, no cloud hang-
ing over them.”

These allegations come as other women 
have come forward about their own experi-
ences during their time in Parliament. With 
three accusing the same man of rape.

According to a 2018 report from the 
Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 
(AIHW), “1 in 5 (1.7 million) women and 1 
in 20 (428,000) men have been sexually 
assaulted and/or threatened since age 15.” 

While no judgement has been made on 
any of these allegations, and the Christian 
Porter case will likely go cold, it’s neverthe-
less important to acknowledge the issue of 
gendered violence.

The AIHW report states that the risk of 
abuse against women goes up for those facing 
greater disadvantage and vulnerability. 

“Some groups of people are at greater risk 
of family, domestic and sexual violence, par-
ticularly Indigenous women, young women, 
pregnant women, women separating from 
their partners, women with disability and 
women experiencing fi nancial hardship.”

Support and recognition for work-
ing class and vulnerable women must be 
focused on, despite the recent spotlight 
shining so brightly on the Canberra bubble. 
Conversations on abuse committed against 
women should occur within an inclusive 
framework. One where the institutionalised 
oppression of women is viewed as part of 
class struggle. 

The analysis of diff erent material condi-
tions in which the patriarchy will manifest 
itself to support power structures must come 
into play. This means focusing on the experi-
ences of women from these aforementioned 
backgrounds and how abuse furthers their 
alienation. 

Gendered violence and oppression 
will remain a pervasive issue throughout 
capitalist systems for as long as they are 
reproduced culturally, upheld by those in 
the ruling class, and reaffi  rmed through 
institutionalised inequality. 

IMPASSE REACHED OVER 
CHRISTIAN PORTER 
RAPE ALLEGATIONS

“It is a unique position, in a sense, it is an 
apolitical position because he [Attorney-
General – Christian Porter] oversees the 
whole system of justice and sits above 

all the judges, all the barristers, all the 
solicitors, all the legislation, you know 

all of our laws. He’s responsible for all of 
that and it is absolutely essential that the 
person in that role has no suspicion, no 

cloud hanging over them.”

Find out more about the
Communist Party of Australia

web www.cpa.org.au
email cpa@cpa.org.au
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CPA IWD CELEBRATIONS
This past week, comrades around the country c

Here are a few photos of the 
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S ACROSS THE COUNTRY
celebrated International Working Women’s Day. 
activities from all the states!
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Valentin Cartillier

The Minister for Home Aff airs Peter 
Dutton has once again shown his utter 
disregard for the health and wellbeing 
of refugees and asylum seekers. Dutton 
plans to deport several detainees with-
in a fortnight back to Nauru and Papua 
New Guinea (PNG), a move which has 
earned him the condemnation of High 
Court judge Geoff rey Flick. The judge 
described Dutton’s handling of these 
cases as disturbing and potentially 
unlawful. Justice Flick stated, “What 
is disturbing me is a picture seems to 
be emerging that [the minister] is not 
taking any steps at all to give eff ect to a 
request made by someone in detention 
for removal until this court intervenes.”

The purpose of the Medevac law was to 
allow people in detention to be brought to 
Australia for the purposes of medical or psychi-
atric assessment or treatment after a medical 
assessment by two doctors which would then 
be reviewed by an independent health advice 
panel. This replaced the old, cumbersome 
system where Australian courts would have to 
order the minister to bring detainees onshore. 
The law, however, was repealed in 2019, after 
the Coalition government struck a secret deal 
with Jacqui Lambie, once again leaving it to 
the discretion of the minister who gets sent 
where and when.

This has aff orded Dutton a lack of eff ective 
transparency and accountability as courts must 
request access to the reasoning of the minister 
behind each transfer. While the six detainees 
had requested to be sent back to Nauru or PNG 
where they’d be able to continue looking for a 
third-country settlement, it took nine months 
to process and would have taken longer had 
they not sought the intervention of the courts. 
Furthermore, the detainees have said that 
they had not received the medical treatment 
they were promised, the reason they were 
brought to Australia in the fi rst place. This is 
not the fi rst-time detainees have spoken out 
about this issue.

In 2019, one detainee stated that his stay 
in Australia actually worsened his condition. 
The psychological torture of isolation coupled 
with the lack of the promised medical treatment 

is a situation too many refugees and asylum 
seekers are familiar with. Even once detainees 
are on Australian soil, they are still held in 
detention centres or locked away in hotels, as 
we saw last year in Melbourne with the Mantra 
Hotel lockdown. Most of the men who were 
detained at Mantra are currently being held in 
the Park Hotel in Carlton, within view of the 
nation’s leading institutes for legal research.

This sets a dangerous standard. Dutton has 
not made any part of the process transparent 
and, as is the case for most refugees and asylum 
seekers, it has been an extremely lengthy proc-
ess. The Asylum Seeker Resource Centre has 
stated that most applications for transfers take 
between two to fi ve years. Depending on the 
nature of the illness, this waiting period can be 
extremely dangerous to the health of detainees.

This is not the fi rst time Dutton has played 
fast and loose with Medevac laws. He has often 
used his discretion under the Act to horrendous 
eff ect. In 2019, he used it to block the transfer-
ral of a refugee on “security grounds.” The man 
was asking to accompany his daughter who 
required treatment. This exposed his previous 
claim – that the law Medevac law would prevent 
the government from being able to stop people 
from entering the country – for what it was, a 
sham designed to make Australia’s abhorrent 
human rights record palatable.

These same concerns for security don’t seem 
to extend to transporting people internation-
ally during a global pandemic. The Australian 
government is currently considering allow-
ing international commercial travel to start 
up again in the coming months. But the real 
hypocrisy is the government’s insistence on 
moving refugees around while the pandemic 
continues to wreak havoc domestically and 
internationally.

No minister should possess the power 
to arbitrarily decide who is and isn’t worthy 
of medical care. No minister ought to have 
the power to lock up legal asylum seekers in 
detention camps. That is the Australia that 
we are living in. The obvious solution is to 
bring all refugees here and allow them to live 
in the community. Until then, the powers of 
the Minister under the Migration Act must 
be severely curtailed and the accountability 
mechanisms vastly increased. 

PETER DUTTON CONTINUES 
TO ABUSE THE RIGHTS OF 

REFUGEES TO HEALTHCARE

Dutton has played 
fast and loose with 
Medevac laws ... 

using his discretion  
under the Act to 

horrendous effect.

The Transport Workers’ Union 
(TWU) has warned against the 
Federal Government replacing 
JobKeeper for aviation work-
ers with interest-free loans to 
businesses, saying the move 
will result in a skills-drain 
from the industry.

TWU National Secretary 
Michael Kaine called on the Federal 
Government to introduce Aviation 
Keeper, an extension to JobKeeper 
for all aviation workers with strict 
conditions capping CEO salaries, 
banning bonuses and dividends 
and banning outsourcing.

“Aviation is about to bleed 
skills as JobKeeper falls off  a cliff . 
The only solution the Federal 

Government appears able to come 
up with is to replace it with free 
money to companies without any 
conditions attached on retaining 
workers. This exposes how the Fed-
eral Government has no plan and 
no strategy for aviation,” he said.

“Interest-free loans are another 
way of saying ‘bailout’. Now is the 
time for the Federal Government 
to secure a real return for the tax-
payer and to take an equity stake 
in ailing aviation companies. This 
way the interests of passengers 
and workers can be at the forefront 
instead of the interests of CEOs and 
shareholders. We can retain skills 
in our industry and ensure aff ord-
able, reliable air travel throughout 

Australia rather than propping up 
senior management at the likes of 
Qantas which want the public sub-
sidies but still get to call the shots, 
including outsourcing workers,” 
Kaine said.

A YouGov poll last year found a 
majority of people – sixty-two per 
cent – wanted the Government to 
take a stake in private companies 
which require bailouts, with fi fty 
per cent stating Qantas should be 
nationalised and only twenty per 
cent opposed.

A survey of over 900 aviation 
workers last week showed that 
the jobs of almost ninety per cent 
continue to be aff ected by the pan-
demic with only eleven per cent 

back to working in their jobs with 
normal hours.

One in fi ve workers remain 
stood down from their jobs and 
thirty-three per cent are working 
reduced hours.

The survey shows valuable skills 
have already been lost from the 
industry. Of the one in fi ve work-
ers who have left aviation or been 
made redundant, over thirty-fi ve 
per cent had over twenty years’ 
experience and twenty-fi ve per 
cent had between ten and twenty 
years’ experience.

Qantas is outsourcing all of its 
baggage handlers, ramp workers 
and cabin cleaners and is replac-
ing them with workers on lower 

wages and conditions. The TWU 
has started a Federal Court case 
to stop the outsourcing.

The TWU and other unions are 
taking Qantas to the High Court 
over the airline’s refusal to pay 
workers sick leave and over Job-
Keeper misuse.

Qantas revealed in its latest 
annual report it is paying its senior 
executives millions of dollars. When 
Qantas announced its CEO received 
$24 million pay package he was the 
highest paid CEO in Australia and 
the highest paid airline executive 
in the world. 

TWU WARNS AGAINST REPLACING 
JOBKEEPER WITH LOANS TO BUSINESSES, 

URGES EQUITY STAKE TO SAVE JOBS
Media release by the Transport Workers’ Union
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UNI Commerce is calling for 
a global solidarity campaign 
against union-busting at Metro 
AG stores in Pakistan following 
the unfair dismissal of Tahir 
Mehmood, General Secretary of 
Metro Habib Employees Union.

UNI Commerce calls on unions, 
workers, labour, and human rights 
activists and all those concerned with 
social justice from across the globe 
to sign a Labour Start petition call-
ing for Metro to reinstate Mehmood.

In reference to the new initia-
tive by the German-headquartered 
hypermarket chain called “Time for 
a New Togetherness” with the hash-
tag #NEWGETHER, UNI Commerce 
is also calling unions to take photos 
with the solidarity banner and post 
them on social media with the hash-
tag #NEWGETHER and asking Metro 
“What About Pakistan?”

Tahir Mehmood was dismissed 
in February 2021 for absenteeism 
that occurred in 2017. In addition, 
almost half of the current union 
offi  ce bearers have been targeted 
by the company through warnings, 
notices, change of workplace and 
employment status and dismissals.

At one point, there was a second 
union at the company not affi  liated 
to UNI. METRO management fi red 
its leaders and refused a collective 
bargaining agreement with this 
union as well.

Back in 2018, a new referendum 
was held to identify the collective 
bargaining agent (CBA) union and 
Metro Habib Employees Union, a 
UNI Global Union affi  liate, was cer-
tifi cated as the CBA union in 2019. 
The negotiations started and the 
parties had fi fteen meetings (some 
lasting fi ve minutes) until May 2020 
but could not reach an agreement as 
Metro Pakistan was not bargaining 
in good faith and denied almost all 
fair demands of the union.

“While we were engaging with 
Metro Global management on how 
to unlock the dispute under the chal-
lenging conditions caused by COVID-
19 outbreak, the local management 
pursued a systematic union-busting 
campaign,” said Mathias Bolton, 

Head of UNI Commerce. “The fact 
that the union’s general secretary 
and other union leaders’ dismissals 
happened during a period where the 
parties should be in collective nego-
tiations is outrageous and violates 
all the norms and best practices of 
global labour relations.”

Another union leader Saeed 
Ahmad has been sacked on grounds 
of inadequate performance and some 
other union leaders also face the risk 
of losing their jobs under an inhu-
mane appraisal system employed by 
the company.

“Imagine a performance assess-
ment system solely based on subjec-
tive considerations of the managers 
over performance criteria. Workers 
are expected to fully meet criteria 
and any worker who is rated below 
100 per cent two years in a row can 
be dismissed for unsatisfactory per-
formance. Even if a worker has an 
exceptional performance and per-
forms over 100 per cent, the worker 
can still be dismissed for inadequate 
performance if they have been given 
a unilateral warning letter in the pre-
vious twelve months,” said Bolton.

“It may sound dystopic, but this is 
the performance assessment system 
used by Metro Group in Pakistan to 
intimidate workers, especially union 
leaders and activists. That is another 
reason why Pakistani Metro workers 
deserve a fair collective agreement, 
decent rights and proper job security.

“Metro’s cruel treatment towards 
union leaders and workers in Paki-
stan is simply unacceptable and 
would never be tolerated in Germany. 
We will take further actions on every 
possible platform if Metro does not 
reinstate Tahir, stop union-busting 
and engage in sincere negotiations 
with the union with the aim of con-
cluding a collective agreement,” 
said Christy Hoff man, UNI General 
Secretary.

UNI Global Union with support 
from local partners in Pakistan is cur-
rently investigating other instances 
of intimidation and abuse at Metro 
Pakistan and will be compiling a 
report to be released at a future 
date. 

UNI CALLS ON METRO TO STOP 
UNION-BUSTING IN PAKISTAN

UNI Global Union media release

As the southern US state of 
Texas struggled to restore elec-
tricity and water last month, 
signs of the risks posed by 
increasingly extreme weather 
to America’s aging infrastruc-
ture were cropping up across 
the country, reported The New 
York Times.

Feburary’s continent-span-
ning winter storms triggered 
blackouts in Texas, Oklahoma, 
Mississippi and several other 
states. One-third of oil produc-
tion in the nation was halted. 
Drinking-water systems in Ohio 
were knocked offl  ine. Road net-
works nationwide were paralyzed 
and vaccination eff orts in twenty 
states were disrupted, said the 
report.

The crisis carries a profound 
warning. As climate change 
brings more frequent and intense 
storms, fl oods, heat waves, wild-
fi res and other extreme events, 
it is placing growing stress on 
the foundations of the country’s 
economy: its network of roads 
and railways, drinking-water 
systems, power plants, electri-
cal grids, industrial waste sites 
and even homes, according to the 
report.

“Failures in just one sector 
can set off  a domino eff ect of 
breakdowns in hard-to-predict 
ways,” it said.

“Much of this infrastructure 
was built decades ago, under the 
expectation that the environment 
around it would remain stable, or 

at least fl uctuate within predict-
able bounds. Now climate change 
is upending that assumption,” it 
added.

While it’s not always pos-
sible to say precisely how global 
warming infl uenced any one 
particular storm, scientists 
said, an overall rise in extreme 
weather creates sweeping new 
risks.

Sewer systems are over-
fl owing more often as powerful 
rainstorms exceed their design 
capacity. Coastal homes and 
highways are collapsing as inten-
sifi ed runoff  erodes cliff s. Coal 
ash, the toxic residue produced 
by coal-burning plants, is spilling 
into rivers as fl oods overwhelm 
barriers meant to hold it back. 

Homes once beyond the reach of 
wildfi res are burning in blazes 
they were never designed to 
withstand.

Problems like these often 
refl ect an inclination of govern-
ments to spend as little money 
as possible, Shalini Vajjhala, a 
former Obama administration 
offi  cial who now advises cities 
on meeting climate threats, was 
quoted as saying. She said it’s 
hard to persuade taxpayers to 
spend extra money to guard 
against disasters that seem 
unlikely.

But climate change fl ips that 
logic, making inaction far costli-
er. “The argument I would make 
is, we can’t aff ord not to, because 
we’re absorbing the costs” later, 

said Vajjhala. “We’re spending 
poorly.”

After an extended winter 
storm brought low temperatures, 
snow and rolling blackouts to 
Texas, local residents are tack-
ling food and water shortages 
and price spikes, as temperatures 
are rising and road conditions 
improving.

Across Texas, deaths related 
to the winter storm continued to 
increase. While dozens of deaths 
have been reported, experts 
believed the death toll is likely 
far larger, and it could be weeks 
or months before the true mag-
nitude is known. Nationwide, 
this season’s adverse weather has 
ended at least seventy lives.
teleSUR 

TEXAS CRISIS EXPOSES US VULNERABILITY 
TO CLIMATE CHANGE: MEDIA

The online petition is available in multiple languages here: www.labourstartcampaigns.net/show_campaign.cgi?c=4793
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Graham Drew

Only a socialist publication could, in 
the midst of COVID-19, expose “for all 
to see the severe consequences of long-
standing neoliberal state practices” 
and take on the challenge of capturing 
the signifi cance of the pandemic and 
what it spoke to in terms of imagin-
ing, struggling for, and planning for, 
new ways of living. The editor’s pref-
ace, with brevity, reviews the contents 
of the seventeen articles, which make 
up this 330-page book, and outlines 
how each article connects and builds 
upon each other and thus contributes 
to, and responds to, the book’s above-
mentioned purpose. This also includes 
“addressing how far digital technology 
has become integral to capitalist mar-
ket dystopia” (the subject of last year’s 
Socialist Register). It is a joy to join 
with the editors in “seeking to coun-
ter […] facile futurist ‘cyber-utopian’ 
thinking” and sneer at (and expose) 
the gross profi ts and actions of high-
tech corporations.

First up, Ursula Huws streams the reader 
through the “Kafkaesque world” of digital 
technology for workers but reminds us not 
to abandon the struggle as more people in 
the US organise and protest, and new unions 
form in the UK. The last sentence of her 
article states, “Sow the wind and reap the 
whirlwind.”

The book’s editors note that the next 
three articles seek to locate “today’s digital 
capitalism within the history of technological 
change […] [and] revalidate the centrality 
of working class struggle as socialists try to 
“look beyond techno-determinist and capi-
talist futures, and seize the virtual as well 
as the physical means of production.” In 
addition, my reading of the articles sparked 
thoughts about time as a weapon, along with 
the relevance of how we ascribe descriptors, 
aff ecting the understanding of what is being 
described. It reminded me of the fi rst lesson 
I learnt when I encountered computers some 
34 years ago – “garbage-in, garbage-out.” 
The references to great thinkers and the use 
of statistical evidence in these and nearly all 
the books articles will greatly assist all good 
students of Marxism. 

Grace Blakeley’s “The Big Tech Monopo-
lies and The State” is an eff ortless, hence 
enjoyable, read that concludes with the 
observation that “democratic planning […] 
requires much more than beefi ng up econom-
ic regulation and setting up state investment 
banks […] it requires the nationalisation of 
monopolies and the socialisation of fi nance.” 
With some 4.5 bil people using the internet 
in 2020, Tanner Mirrless gives us an exten-
sive list of websites and the like of interest 
and often by socialists whilst pointing out 
that “while digital platforms are enabling 
socialists to communicate in ways that were 
not possible in the pre-digital world of mass 
media, they are supplements” to socialist 
agitation and organising. Needless to say, 
the contradictions of the internet (owner-
ship, state surveillance etc.) are discussed, 
as they are in Derek Hrynyshyn’s article, 
which, like previous articles, reminded me 
that the “computer,” like all machines under 

the capitalist mode of production, will drive 
the tendency towards monopoly. Hrynyshyn 
does explore propaganda and concludes 
that “everything required already exists to 
reorganise our communication systems to 
support collective discussions as a public 
good […] [which is] imagining a plausible 
alternative,” i.e. socialism.

Trying to comment on Massimiliano 
Mollona’s “Working-Class Cinema in the 
Age Of Digital Capitalism” probably reveals 
more about this reviewer, for at the end of 
the article I concluded that I am, as many 
have suggested, a bit of a philistine or maybe 
just an alienated (disconnected) spectator. 
Moving from theatre to fashion, with “From 
Neoliberal Fashion To New Ways Of Cloth-
ing,” makes a clear argument for workers 
control within a planned economy. And in 
between these two articles, Joan Sangster 
brings focus to the surveillance and strug-
gle of “aesthetic labour” and, amongst other 
things, reminds us that “privacy has never 
been equally enjoyed by all citizens, as work-
ers, the homeless, criminalised, marginalised, 
and the welfare recipient can attest.” 

“Shifting Gears: Labour Strategies for 
Low-Carbon Public Transit Mobility” by 
Sean Sweeny & John Treat, and Benjamin 
Selwyn’s “Community Restaurants: Decom-
modifying as Socialist Strategy” are two 
articles that Greens and Australian Labor 
Party activists will fi nd useful in promoting 
progressive policies within their own parties. 
Highlighting the tragedy of privatisation of 
aged care, Pat and Huw Armstrong set social-
ist principles that should be applied to the 
sector. Equally applicable to the Australian 
context is Pritha and Pratyush Chandra’s 
“Health Care, Technology, and Socialised 
Medicine.” Though not referring to Australia, 
we nonetheless gain a sense of the forces at 
play before and after Medibank (introduced 
under the ALP Whitlam government) and 
the scourge that is the “Medical-Industrial 
Complex” globalisation. COVID-19 has 
shown “that capital transforms every crisis 
to an opportunity” but also as a counter, the 
need for socialised medicine which “is about 
the reappropriation of the general intellect 
(knowledge, and its objection in machines 
and techniques) by society, for society.” To 
this end, Pritha and Pratyush “talk in terms 
of the collectivity of health workers and their 
self-government”; a worthy challenge to all 
the health and health-related unions (which 
includes the Australian Medical Association, 
specialist associations etc.) here in Australia.

Christoph Hermann’s “Life After The 
Pandemic: From Production for Profi t to 
Provision for Need” reminds us that “solidar-
ity promotes equality […] and [a] focus on 
the maximisation of use-value.” “Democratic 
Socialist Planning: Back to the Future” by 
Robin Hahnel will bring a smile to many an 
old communist. And fi nally, the last article 
by Greg Albo is described in the preface as 
an “examination of the extensive literature 
on ‘postcapitalism’ […] [and] how important 
it is … to off er signposts rather than detours 
to a democratic socialist future.”

Like so many books, articles and discus-
sions that I engage with, I am reminded of 
the importance of being an active student of 
Marxism and connecting with living socialist 
political organisations. 

BOOK REVIEW: 
BEYOND DIGITAL CAPITALISM: 

NEW WAYS OF LIVING

... the “computer,” 
like all machines under 
the capitalist mode of 
production, will drive 
the tendency towards 
monopoly.
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C J Atkins

An old dichotomy that’s haunt-
ed many Democratic adminis-
trations – pushing ostensibly 
progressive economic and 
social policies at home in the 
US while pursuing imperialist 
aims abroad – has returned.

In airstrikes characterised 
as “retaliatory action,” the US 
military on the 25th of Febru-
ary bombed buildings in Syria 
near the Iraq border that were 
reportedly being used by Islam-
ist militia groups for smuggling 
weapons. It was the fi rst known 
foreign military action under-
taken by the new administration, 
coming thirty-seven days into 
Joe Biden’s presidency.

The London-based Syrian 
Observatory for Human Rights 
said the bombing killed at least 
twenty-two people; most, but not 
all, were apparently members of 
the militia groups.

Pentagon spokesperson John 
Kirby said seven 500-pound 
bombs were dropped on the site, 
destroying “multiple facilities 
located at a border control point 
used by a number of Iranian-
backed militia groups, including 
Kataib Hezbollah and Kataib 
Sayyid al-Shuhada.” Defence offi  -
cials justifi ed the strike as a “pro-
portionate military response” 
to recent militia rocket attacks 
on US troops and contractors in 
Iraq.

The bombing in Syria came 
on the eve of a US House vote 
on Biden’s $1.9 trillion Ameri-
can Rescue Plan: the economic 
mega-rescue package which pro-
poses raising the minimum wage 
to $15, sends out new stimu-
lus checks, extends and boosts 
unemployment benefi ts for the 
millions still left jobless by the 
pandemic, provides renters with 
anti-eviction aid, and more.

Widely hailed as one of most 
progressive economic bills ever 
considered by Congress, the 
measure stands in stark contrast 
to the Biden-authorized military 
strike in the war-weary Middle 
East. Opponents of the bombing 
are drawing attention to the fact 
that heaven and earth must be 
moved in order to try to raise the 
minimum wage but an American 
president can unilaterally expend 
millions of dollars on military 
attacks.

Decades of nearly unin-
terrupted US intervention in 
the region have made for an 
extremely complex situation, one 
exacerbated further by four years 
of Donald Trump. The sinking of 
the Iranian nuclear agreement, 
previous strikes on Syria, fl ip-
fl opping on how to engage with 
anti-ISIS fi ghters, support for 
Israeli settlements and aggres-
sion, proposals to partition Iraq, 
and implicit backing for the 
Saudi monarchy’s murder and 
dismemberment of journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi are among the 
more recent episodes.

Looming over all of it, of 
course, is the disastrous US inva-
sion of Iraq in 2003 by President 
George W Bush, which destroyed 
that country, cost hundreds 
of thousands of lives, opened 
fresh areas of the Middle East to 
exploitation by the multinational 
oil giants, and let loose the forces 
of religious extremism.

Some of the traditional 
organisations of the now demo-
bilised and fractured interna-
tional anti-war movement are 
condemning the Syria strike. 
The War Resisters League criti-
cised the “War on Terror” started 
by Bush in 2001 and contin-
ued by his successors, saying 
“The money waged on war 
could be spent on life-affi  rming 
resources.”

The Stop the War Coalition 
in the UK declared that “the role 
of the US in Iraq has been cata-
strophic for the people of that 
country and the whole Middle 
East.” It drew attention to the 
2,500 US troops still occupying 
Iraq and lamented what it saw 
as Biden “following in the foot-
steps of his predecessors despite 
all evidence that military inter-
ventions do nothing but create 
destruction and misery and the 
conditions for future wars.”

Medea Benjamin, a leader of 
the CodePink organisation, criti-
cised the Pentagon’s rationale 
that the strikes were carried out 
to protect US troops and coali-
tion contractors. “We should let 
the Pentagon know,” she tweet-
ed, “if they want to protect US 
personnel, then get them the hell 
out of the Middle East.”

The national co-chair of the 
Communist Party of USA, Joe 
Sims, put a spotlight on the 
mismatch between the Biden 

administration’s domestic and 
foreign actions. “We cannot have 
a progressive policy at home and 
an imperialist one abroad,” Sims 
said. He urged a US withdrawal 
from the region and pointed to 
the futility of constant retalia-
tion. “Remove the troops. An eye 
for an eye and tooth for a tooth 
leaves us all blind and toothless.”

Mary Ellen O’Connell, a 
Notre Dame law professor, told 
the Associated Press the attack 
was a clear violation of interna-
tional law. The United Nations 
Charter only allows the use of 
military force in a foreign coun-
try if that target country was 
itself responsible for an armed 
attack. “None of those elements 
is met in the Syria strike,” she 
concluded.

The Win Without War coa-
lition characterised the cur-
rent crisis as a “direct result of 
Trump’s failed maximum pres-
sure campaign” against Iran, 
but also the unmistakable out-
come of “decades of US war in 
the Middle East and a continued 

belief that bombs will somehow 
bring peace.”

Biden’s Syria strike casts a 
shadow over his declared aim of 
reviving negotiations to resus-
citate the Iran nuclear deal, the 
JCPOA, which Trump withdrew 
the US from in 2018. The move is 
also diffi  cult to understand in the 
wake of repeated statements by 
Biden that he wants to reinstate 
the moral authority of the US 
in its relations with other coun-
tries. Russia, which has forces 
stationed in Syria, was given 
four minutes’ warning before the 
strikes. Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov declared, “This 
kind of notifi cation does noth-
ing when the strike is literally 
already on its way.”

Rather than raining bombs 
down on the Syria-Iraq border, 
peace advocates are urging 
Biden to follow through with his 
commitment to turn from war 
towards diplomacy, beginning 
with the Iran nuclear deal.

Rep. Ro Khanna, D-Calif., 
sounded a note of critique from 
within Biden’s own party. “We 
cannot stand up for Congres-
sional authorisation before mili-
tary strikes only when there is a 
Republican president,” Khanna 
wrote. “The administration 
should have sought Congression-
al authorisation here. We need 
to work to extricate from the 
Middle East, not escalate.”
People’s World 

Around the world, as the con-
tradictions of capitalism sharp-
en, people are becoming more 
critical of a system that doesn’t 
provide their needs and which 
shifts more and more wealth 
and power into the coff ers and 
board rooms of a tiny few.

But those in control never give 
up their power without a massive 
fi ght. So, while growing popular 
discontent puts ever increasing 
numbers into the streets, the ruling 
class and their political allies are 
pushing back hard.

One area that faces escalating 
state harassment and repression is 
progressive media. Journalists and 
publications that promote solidar-
ity with people’s struggles, or that 
publish research and analysis which 

undermines the ruling class, are 
increasingly targeted for silencing.

In the United States, the new 
government of Joe Biden didn’t 
waste time in appealing a British 
judge’s decision to not extradite 
Julian Assange to face charges of 
espionage. Assange’s “crime against 
capitalism” was publishing leaked 
US military and political docu-
ments on Wikileaks – telling people 
around the world about the crimes 
of US imperialism. As the target of 
a decade-long legal vendetta, he 
has now faced attacks from three 
US presidents. Clearly, the biparti-
sanism that US politicians cannot 
achieve to confront crises like the 
coronavirus pandemic or climate 
change is the default position when 
it comes to suppressing journalists 
like Assange.

If extradited, Assange faces 
conviction and a possible 175 years 
in prison in the US.

In India, continuing protests 
by farmers against neoliberal 
reforms to the agricultural sector 
have become the country’s larg-
est uprising since independence 
from Britain. The farmers have 
received massive solidarity and 
support throughout the country 
and around the world. The far-right 
government of Nahendra Modi – 
which is desperate to disperse the 
farmers, discredit their struggle and 
liquidate their organisations – has 
labelled the protests “anti-state and 
anti-national,” clearing the way for 
mass arrests.

State tactics include police 
probes against journalists who have 

supported the farmers’ struggle. 
One of the targets is progressive 
news portal NewsClick, which has 
extensively covered the farmers’ 
protests and has been a key factor 
in building solidarity through-
out India and around the world. 
On February 9, police raided the 
organisation’s offi  ces and the homes 
of its editorial staff . This is clearly 
an eff ort to criminalise dissent and 
is another step in Modi’s march 
toward imposing his reactionary 
and fascistic agenda on India.

Shamefully, the Canadian 
government has been complicit 
in both of these examples. In the 
case of Assange, Canada’s response 
has been silence so conspicuously 
deafening that it can only be under-
stood as intentional. For example, 
while co-hosting a conference on 
media freedom just three months 
after Assange’s 2019 arrest, then 
Foreign Aff airs Minister Chrystia 
stated that Canada and Britain were 
“working together to defend media 
freedom and improve the safety of 
journalists.” She made no mention 
at all of Assange.

As for NewsClick, just two days 
after the raid Justin Trudeau com-
mended Modi and said his response 
to the protests was “befi tting in 
democracy.”

This publication stands in soli-
darity with progressive media and 
journalists like Julian Assange and 
NewsClick. We call on the Canadian 
government to speak up now for 
Assange’s freedom, for an end to 
the raids in India and for an end to 
attacks on progressive media. 
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Chinese State Councilor and 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi said 
on Sunday China and Russia 
will continue to cooperate in 
fi ghting the colour revolutions 
and disinformation, and safe-
guarding political security 
together in 2021, which marks 
the 20th anniversary of the 
China-Russia Treaty of Good-
Neighborliness and Friendly 
Cooperation.

Chinese analysts said that to 
fi ght the colour revolutions and 
disinformation, China and Russia 
can further promote cooperation 
on intelligence sharing, cyber secu-
rity management, and information 
exchanges over military aff airs and 
transnational crime.

According to Wang, the two 
countries have agreed to renew 
the Treaty of Good Neighborli-
ness and Friendly Cooperation 
and inject new meaning into it in 
the new era.

“This is a milestone in China-
Russia relations and, more impor-
tantly, a new starting point,” Wang 
said.

In the face of the once-in-a-
century COVID-19 pandemic, China 
and Russia have stood shoulder 
to shoulder and worked closely to 
combat both the coronavirus and 
the “political virus,” Wang said, 
noting that China and Russia stand-
ing together will remain a pillar of 
world peace and stability.

Wang made the remarks in 
response to a Russian reporter 
from Russian News Agency TASS 
who asked the fi rst question among 
foreign correspondents, at a press 
conference on the sidelines of the 
fourth session of the 13th National 
People’s Congress.

“The more unstable the world 
is, the greater the need for carrying 
forward China-Russia cooperation,” 
Wang said. He said that China 
and Russia should be each other’s 
strategic supporter, development 
opportunity and global partner, 

as this is both experience gained 
from history and an imperative 
under the current circumstances.

Yang Jin, an associate research 
fellow at the Institute of Russian, 
Eastern European and Central 
Asian Studies of the Chinese Acad-
emy of Social Sciences (CASS), told 
the Global Times on Sunday that 
bilateral cooperation in response 
to a possible “colour revolution” 
is urgent as both China and Russia 
have been challenged by foreign 
interventionists.

Anti-government protests 
took place in cities across Russia 
including Moscow in January, in 
support of opposition leader Alexei 
Navalny. Western media outlets 
said more than 3,000 protesters 
were arrested.

The US has played a role in 
hyping the protests. However, 
analysts said the superiority of the 
US model has been crushed by the 
pandemic and now Washington is 
not capable of launching another 
round of the Colour Revolution.

Also, Yang said that the nature 
of the crisis gripping China’s Hong 
Kong since the anti-extradition bill 
protests in 2019 was essentially 
an attempted Colour Revolution 
backed by the US and the West.

Yang said the two countries 
shared common interests in oppo-
sition to potential “colour revolu-
tions.” The US and its allies have 
tried to contain the development of 
China and Russia by encouraging 
and even seeking to overthrow the 
governments by supporting and 
encouraging protests using the 
excuses of so-called democracy 
and human rights issues.

The two countries could 
improve their intelligence shar-
ing in the fi elds of cybersecurity and 
military, and enhance joint eff orts 
in cracking down on transnational 
crimes and cyber management, 
Yang predicted.

Apart from high-level exchang-
es, China and Russia can promote 
youth communications and media 
publicity in sharing healthy stories 
over mutual cooperation, which can 
set the stage to eff ectively defend 
against value infi ltration by Western 
countries and avoid the potential 
Color Revolutions, Yang said.

Wu Hongwei, a research fellow 
of the Institute of Russian, Eastern 
European and Central Asian Stud-
ies, CASS, told the Global Times 
on Sunday that Wang’s remarks 
again showed the extraordinarily 
important and high-level relation-
ship between the two countries.

In the new era, the two coun-
tries will solidify and deepen coop-
eration and closely collaborate in 
the areas of politics, economy, 
national security and military, Wu 
predicted. Such strategic coordina-
tion has no upper limits.

The two sides will carry forward 
the spirit of friendship and win-
win cooperation embodied by the 
treaty, keep up the momentum, 
generate new dynamism, and fur-
ther expand, broaden and deepen 
the China-Russia comprehensive 
strategic partnership of coordina-
tion, Wang noted.

Wang said that China and 
Russia will set an example of stra-
tegic mutual trust, mutually benefi -
cial cooperation, people-to-people 
connectivity, and equity and justice.

“We will deepen the synergy on 
the Belt and Road Initiative and the 
Eurasian Economic Union, upgrade 
economic, trade and investment 
cooperation, and expand coop-
eration in emerging areas such as 
scientifi c and technological innova-
tion and the digital economy,” the 
foreign minister said.

The two countries will jointly 
uphold multilateralism, the 
authority of the UN, international 
law and basic norms governing 
international relations, and global 
strategic stability.

A series of interactions and 
cooperation between China and 
Russia has raised concerns in the 
West, as some observers speculated 
that the China-Russia partnership 
will be transformed into a military 
alliance and bring a new Cold War 
to the world.

A military alliance is not an 
option for both sides at the moment, 
Yang said. The military alliance 
is not fl exible and will bring new 
problems, and the current strategic 
partnership is enough for the two 
sides to handle common challenges 
and remain fl exible to serve their 
own interests, he noted.
Global Times 
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US Vice-President Kamala 
Harris underlined Washing-
ton’s opposition to Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) 
investigations into possi-
ble war crimes in the occu-
pied Palestinian territories 
in a phone call to Israeli PM 
Benjamin Netanyahu on 
Thursday.

She reaffi  rmed “opposition to 
the International Criminal Court’s 
attempts to exercise its jurisdic-
tion over Israeli personnel,” and 
“emphasised the United States’ 
unwavering commitment to Israel’s 

security,” a White House state-
ment said.

The ICC announced on Wednes-
day that formal investigations 
would examine potential crimes 
committed by both Israeli forces 
and Palestinian armed groups 
including Hamas.

Chief Prosecutor Fatou Ben-
souda has promised the inquiry 
will be conducted “independently, 
impartially and objectively, without 
fear or favour.”

But Mr Netanyahu has labelled 
the probe anti-semitic and Israeli 
Defence Minister Benny Gantz, 

who could himself face charges, 
admitted that Tel Aviv was doing 
all it could to infl uence the ICC.

Responding to the ICC 
announcement, hawkish US Sec-
retary of State Antony Blinken said 
that Washington “fi rmly opposes 
and is deeply disappointed” by 
the decision.

“Israel is not a party to the 
ICC and has not consented to the 
court’s jurisdiction, and we have 
serious concerns about the ICC’s 
attempts to exercise its jurisdiction 
over Israeli personnel,” he said.
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