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COALITION, ALP
CONDEMN COMMUNISM
AS “EXTREME”
On the 3rd of February, the Senate, unfortunately,
passed a motion to condemn “all […] extremist groups
which seek to promote fascism, communism, anarchism,
violence and bigotry in our community.”
This motion was an amended version of a motion
raised by NSW ALP Senator Kristina Keneally which
was intended to take specific aim at far-right extremism.
The amendments, which were hotly contested fell ayes
– thirty-four, noes – twenty-seven, with the Coalition,
One Nation, and Senators Stirling Griﬀ, Rex Patrick
and Jacqui Lambie voting in favour and the ALP and
Greens voting against.
Immigration Minister Alex Hawke told Sky News
that “the government rejects Senator Keneally’s thesis
that there is rising extremism in Australia.” The problem with this statement is that it is not just Senator
Keneally’s “thesis.” Mike Burgess, the director-general
of ASIO, stated in an annual threat assessment address delivered in Canberra last year, that right-wing
extremism was “real and growing.” In its annual report
delivered last October, ASIO stated that:
“While ASIO has a longstanding and enduring interest in investigating and advising on the threat from
both right-wing and left-wing extremists, this year saw
an increased growth in ASIO investigations related to
extreme right-wing groups, individuals and emerging
ideologies. Australia is not unique in this regard; other
Western countries have also increased their focus on
this issue.”
In fact, the term “left-wing” is referenced exactly
twice (including the reference above). The other reference is to right-wing attacks on left-wing causes. The
term right-wing is referenced twenty-one times in the
document.
These assessments are reaﬃrmed with each passing day, as we have just witnessed Trump supporters
storming the US Capitol and neo-Nazis burning crosses
in Victoria.
Keneally spoke out against the amendments stating
“Today in the Senate we saw the government literally
white-out a motion about right-wing extremism – they
took out the references to white supremacy and rightwing extremism.” However, one has to wonder why did
the Senator even bring this motion forward? This Senate
motion was boneheaded for at least a couple of reasons.
Firstly, surely Keneally knew the motion was not going
to get the support of the Coalition with language directly
targeting MP Craig Kelly and MP George Christensen.
Secondly, that the Coalition would use it as an opportunity to denounce left-wing “extremism” – which they
did – that would make it appeal to the “centrists” on
the crossbench (which it did).
However, what did this tongue-lashing amount to?
Nothing. Instead of standing behind the motion’s original
intent as they had when the amendments were brought
to a vote, the ALP decided to support the amended motion. Why? According to Keneally, “Labor will support
the amended motion, because, of course, we support
taking action against extremism in all forms.” If you
ever needed evidence that social democrats aren’t our
friends – this is it.
In her remarks, Keneally essentially promotes
“horseshoe theory,” a theory that radically diﬀering
ideologies are actually close to each other, concaving
the traditional linear representation of the political
spectrum to represent a horseshoe. But does horseshoe theory hold up? Are communism and fascism
similar, which is what Keneally implies? Not even close.
Communism is a liberating ideology, centred on giving
power to the masses and where no one goes without.
Fascism is an oppressive ideology, an extreme form of
capitalism, centred on giving power to a few and often
marginalising other races.
Furthermore, one has to ask: What exactly is “extreme” about communism? Is it extreme to want the
working class to own what they produce? That everyone has access to food, water, shelter, medical care,
education?
If these ideas are extreme to Keanelly and the ALP,
then they are no friend to the working class. However,
the CPA is. The CPA has formed The Communists, our
party to fight in elections. If you want to see everyday
Australians taken care of go to the link below and register today!

communists.org.au/registration

SUPPORT
THE JUST STRUGGLE
OF INDIA’S FARMERS
The Communist Party of Australia supports
the just struggle of the farmers of India for
the repeal of legislation in the Indian Parliament that hands control of farm produce to
the transnational corporations.
We call on our government in Australia to denounce
its links to the Modi RSS-BJP government. Australia
has formed an alliance of plunder with Japan, the
United States and India, which they call the “Quad.”
Behind the “Quad” are the large monopoly corporations that control the natural resources sectors of their
respective countries.
In Australia, the farm sector is heavily controlled
by these monopolies which has increased rural unemployment and destroyed communities. Corporations
such as Adani from India and Asahi from Japan are
joined by Santos and others. Our grain marketing is
already controlled by these joint corporations. The section of the population engaged in farming in Australia
has halved in the last decade. Rural unemployment
has been maintained while the corporations that have
monopoly control over our agriculture have increased
their reliance on temporary visa workers often paying
below sustainable wage levels.
The Modi RSS-BJP government is part of a chain
of these governments that puts the corporate interests
ahead of the people. The raids on journalists and the

use of communalist gangs have nothing to do with
democracy. The withdrawal of union rights and privatisation of the people’s assets are all too familiar.
Religion is used as a smokescreen to keep the control of
natural resources in the hands the large corporations.
We call on Indian workers and Australian workers
to unite in support of the just demands of the Indian
farmers. The Indian community in Australia should
know that we have our own Modis in Australia; politicians who promise much while handing our nation and
land to the same corporate interests. They conspire
to remove the rights of Australian workers, both in
industry, and agriculture.
Australians are largely unaware of the alliance
between our respective governments, and their antipeople agenda. Your struggle is not only awakening
India but is also awakening the peoples of our two
countries to the dangers of these corporate-controlled
governments.
We wish you success and extend our hand in
friendship and solidarity.
In Solidarity

David Matters
Assistant General Secretary
Communist Party of Australia

STOP THESE PROPOSED ANTI-WORKER LAWS
The Morrison Government’s proposed Omnibus Bill will leave Australian workers worse off at a time when they can
least afford it. It tips the balance of our industrial relations system in the favour of employers – and will lead to less
workplace rights as well as cuts to our pay and conditions. Help us stop the Bus.

These Senators can stop the anti-worker Omnibus Bill:
Jacqui Lambie, Malcolm Roberts, Pauline Hanson, Stirling Griff & Rex Patrick

Tell them to vote No in the Senate
go to: www.stopthebus.com.au

Perth Politics in the Pub: Fighting for the Future

Class and Climate
Thursday 25th February, 6-8 pm 43 Below Bar and Restaurant (43 Barrack St Cnr Hay St Mall Perth CBD)

Join a selected group of speakers to discuss the climate emergency and our future
Speakers: Anthony Collins of 350.Boorloo.org
Paddy Cullen of WA Forrest Alliance
John Fegebank, student activist
Chaired by Elizabeth Hulm of CPA
Free entry – Food and drink available from the counter
Info 0419 812 872 or cpaperth@gmail.com FB: fb.me/e/3hqrExTWn

PRESS FUND
The need is greater than ever for the Guardian’s working-class analysis and news as
the ruling class intensifies the class struggle. The Fight Back cannot wait: Workers will
not pay for the recovery. We hope you will join us in that campaign. Thank you to the
following for their generous contributions.
This week’s total: F Kermode $520, J Kiek $50.
Cumulative Total: $830.
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IGNORING WORKERS:
THE GOVERNMENT’S
“RECOVERY” IS GRIM
Anna Pha
The unemployed need jobs and a permanent increase in the present temporary $10 a day JobSeeker supplement.
Other social security recipients need an
increase in their income. The underemployed need more hours of work.
Low and middle-income workers need
a wage rise, job security, and aﬀordable public housing.
Without such measures, there is no way
out of the economic crisis for the working
class.
Higher incomes are urgently needed to
alleviate poverty, halt the decline of living
standards, stimulate the economy, and
increase demand resulting in job creation. At
present businesses have surplus capacity to
produce goods and supply services but there
is lack of demand. Until that turns around,
the private sector will not create jobs.
The Reserve Bank of Australia (RBA)
Governor, Philip Lowe, could hardly be
described as a leftie, but over the past couple
of years has repeatedly urged the government
to increase wages. The most recent appeal
from the RBA was this month.

NO PLAN
FOR JOBS
How does the government respond to
these people’s urgent needs and repeated
pleas for the RBA Governor for higher
incomes? It has a five-point “Economic
Recovery Plan”:
• A new insolvency framework for small
businesses, easing restrictions on
trading while insolvent
• “Your Superannuation, Your Choice”
reforms to remove clauses in enterprise
agreements specifying a superannuation
fund – yet another Coalition attempt
to undermine union/industry (not-forprofit) funds
• Extension of the HomeBuilder program
to 31st March for those with $150,000
or more to spend on construction of a
new home or renovation of an existing
home instead of building public,
aﬀordable housing
• The Jobs-Ready Graduates package
which halved fees in certain courses
such as teaching, nursing, and
engineering while doubling fees in law,
arts and other courses
• Changes to foreign investment
laws aimed at restricting Chinese
investments in Australia.
Apart from a few construction jobs in
the HomeBuilder program, these measures
have absolutely nothing to do with creating jobs or benefiting workers. Quite the
contrary. The government has NO recovery plan, NO job creation plan, NO plan
to alleviate poverty, NO plan to increase
incomes. Absolutely of no benefit to those
on low incomes.

GOVERNMENT’S
REAL PLAN
But the Morrison/Frydenberg Coalition
government does have plans – to make workers and social security recipients pay for the
recovery. It plans to:
• Give employers more powers in the
workplace to screw workers
• Slash wages and working conditions –
the industrial relations omnibus bill* is
key to this
• De-unionise workplaces
• Eradicate Enterprise Bargaining
Agreements, in particular union
agreements
• Further casualise the workforce
• Cut taxes for the rich and big business
• Fast forward towards a budget

surplus, making workers and the most
vulnerable pay
• Cut pensions and other social security
payments
• Sack more public servants
• End JobKeeper at the end of March
• Keep JobSeeker at $50 or less a day
This is neoliberalism run rampant!
The Coalition’s social and taxation policies
are punitive. They target the unemployed,
sick, disabled, Indigenous, sole parents, and
other vulnerable people. At the same time
they oﬀer generous handouts to the wealthy
and powerful, and to the big end of town.
The government speaks of a private
sector-led recovery. This will not result in
a recovery for the people. It is commonly
referred to as the “trickle down” eﬀect,
except there is no trickle down, only a flood
upwards draining the pockets of the people.
This agenda will drive millions more
families into poverty and homelessness,
have a serious impact on mental health and
increase the already high rate of suicides.
There will be millions more people in precarious employment at the mercy of profitgouging employers who know they can act
with impunity. It will swell the numbers of
“working poor.” Charities are already overburdened with desperate people unable to
put food on the table or pay bills.
This plan must be stopped and reversed.

ECONOMIC CRISIS
FAR FROM OVER
The Australian Council of Social Service
(ACOSS) reports that the wealthiest ten per
cent of households already own almost half
(forty-six per cent) of all household wealth
and the poorest sixty per cent have just
sixteen per cent (17-12-2020) This massive and unacceptable gap will continue
to rise if the government and employers
are not stopped.
The government can talk up the economic
recovery as much as it likes, but the reality
is that the oﬃcial number of unemployed
stood at a whopping 912,000 in December
in 2020. (Australian Bureau of Statistics)
During the pandemic the number of people
on JobSeeker doubled, reaching an incredible 1.5 million. The ranks of the unemployed
are set to swell when JobKeeper ends, with
much depending on the pandemic.
“The old rate of JobSeeker was frozen for
almost three decades. It became a poverty
trap, locking people out of work. Week after
week, people were coming to us for food parcels and vouchers just to get by,” Anglicare
Executive Director Kasy Chambers said.
“Our research shows that people were
forced to skip meals because their payments
were so low. Many were left with as little as
$7 a day after paying their rent. Others were
forced to couch-surf.
“When the Government lifted JobSeeker
it righted that wrong. People out of work were
finally given a path out of poverty. These cuts
will take that hope away – and push people
back into poverty and hardship.”
ACOSS recommends a permanent
increase of $25 a day in JobSeeker more
than double the present $10 a day COVID
supplement. That would be an additional
$350 a fortnight.
“This minimum increase would bring the
Jobseeker payment to only just above the
poverty line, and closer to the pension rate,
as it used to be. It would [be] a much better
spend than the high-end income tax cuts
that the government is planning,” ACOSS
CEO Dr Cassandra Goldie said.
“We also need to fix rental assistance
and restore adequacy to family payments
and deliver billions of investment into social
housing.”
There is still no indication from the
Treasurer Josh Frydenberg or PM Scott

Morrison as to whether the unemployed
will even continue to receive the additional
amount of $10 a day.

HOUSING CRISIS
“This study shows that homelessness
will grow by nine per cent because of the
Covid-19 recession. On top of that, one in
four Australian families will be pushed into
housing stress.” (Double Return, a study from
Everybody’s Home campaign.)
“Even before the downturn, Australia had
a shortfall of 400,000 social and aﬀordable
rentals across the country. Now thousands
more people are being pushed into poverty
and homelessness.
“Social housing will oﬀer relief for people
who are on the brink of homelessness. It also
boosts GDP, and it creates construction jobs
for the regions that need them most.”
The Double Return study shows that
investing in social housing would make a
serious dent in homelessness, turbocharge
the economy by $18.2 billion, and create
18,000 jobs.
Anglicare’s Rental Aﬀordability Snapshot
2020 (Released in August 2020) showed
people with disability, age pensioners, job
seekers and minimum wage earners were
in a far more precarious housing situation
than they were in March.
“Considering recent reporting suggests
that rents are declining for some, these figures
are shocking and heartbreaking. They show
that housing aﬀordability has actually plummeted for many Australians, who are already
taking pay cuts or lost work,” Kate Colvin,
spokesperson for Everybody’s Home said.
“At a time when minimum wage earners
like childcare workers, cleaners and hospitality staﬀ are facing shift or job losses, a
working couple on a minimum wage with
two children has half the number of homes
available to rent than before the pandemic.
“Less than half the number of properties are now aﬀordable to people on a disability or aged pension – neither of whom
received the Coronavirus Supplement.”
(everybodyshome.com.au)

PRIORITIES WRONG
“As a nation we are still spending more
money on new roads than new social housing.
We can do better,” Ms Colvin said.
The government wastes more than $40
billion a year on war preparations, hands out
billions in subsidies to the fossil fuel industries, and private hospitals and billions more
through negative gearing, superannuation
rorts by the rich, capital gains tax concessions and failing to address tax loopholes.
“There is no time to waste. Social housing
projects will bring more jobs than renovations, and they can get oﬀ the ground more
quickly than roads or rail. Most importantly,
they oﬀer badly needed help to the people
who need it,” Chambers said.
“These projects are shovel-ready – and
they’re shovel-worthy.”
The Communist Party of Australia supports a national, government-funded and
-owned public housing program with aﬀordable rents based on income. It calls for an
immediate build-up in the stock of public
housing which has suﬀered as a result of the
deliberate run-down of public housing and
reliance on the private sector.

FIGHT BACK URGENT!
The only barrier to the government’s
and employers’ plans is the united force of
a militant trade union movement and the
community through its various organisations and individuals.
Only fourteen per cent of workers belong
to a trade union. This in part is a result of
the casualisation of work and the impact of
decades of attacks on trade unions. Rebuilding the trade union movement in numbers,
ideologically, and politically is an urgent task.
The development of strong trade union
links with community and other progressive
organisations and individuals is imperative
for such a struggle to develop and win.
Workers will not pay for the recovery!
Make big business pay!
* See Guardians #1946, #1947, and #1948 for
details of the bill. 
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MCBRIDE: THE MAKING OF
A WHISTLEBLOWER
Casey Davidson
“Something would have died inside
of me” reflected Whistleblower Major
David McBride this week, remaining
vigilant that not revealing confidential
military information about Australian
Defence Force (ADF) war crimes in
Afghanistan would have gnawed at his
conscience. McBride faces his first day
in court in May, confronting the possibility of an unlimited jail sentence,
and has laid bare how his discoveries as
an ADF oﬃcer and lawyer changed his
perception of the Australian military
and the role it plays in global aﬀairs.
The Australian Broadcasting Corporation
(ABC) released The Afghan Files in 2017
after McBride provided information about
war crimes between 2009 and 2013 which
included the murder of Afghan children and
other civilians by ADF soldiers. Since then, an
inquiry has been conducted which revealed
more disturbing systemic crimes, such as
“blooding” – where soldiers are ordered to
kill unarmed prisoners by their superiors to
“get their first kill in.”
McBride spent much of his professional life with a high level of integrity.
He started working as a criminal lawyer
in the early 2000s, but felt dissatisfied
with the work because he spent most of his
time trying to find the best result for guilty
clients. He made the decision to join the
ADF as a lawyer in uniform, and enjoyed
feeling his work was for a good cause. He
had attended military officer training in
the past, where he explained “they teach
you you’ve got to do the right thing and
it’s all about integrity and putting others
first.” He described himself as a “true
believer” in the ADF, and only started to
suspect foul play after his first two tours
of Afghanistan.
“I began to suspect that the war had
increasingly become a Potemkin village,
where appearances were everything and the
reality increasingly didn’t matter” McBride
mused, while reflecting on how stories were
made up, and medals were awarded to make
soldiers heroes in order to gain popularity
and benefit the ADF politically. He had also
heard some disturbing stories, but at that
stage, was waiting to see evidence and not
jump immediately to conclusions based on
rumours.
His suspicions were also highlighted
by the surprising lack of concern for truth
amongst the leadership. “Your satisfaction
and happiness with that role depends entirely
on the idea that your leaders are basically
trying to do the right thing” he said. It became
obvious to McBride that they were making a

McBride hopes to argue in court that he was only doing his duty as expected by a practicing lawyer and ADF officer.

smokescreen to cover for something serious
– such as the murder of thirty-nine civilians,
as exposed in the Brereton report. McBride
said he picked up on it as a lawyer because
he knew his leaders were not following procedures or the law. They would say it was
“above his pay grade.” He began to notice
that this was a systemic issue, and a deeper
problem within the defence force.
McBride was aware of many of the risks
involved, but once he had strong enough
suspicions, and access to more evidence,
he was compelled to expose the crimes. He
was annoyed that the ADF claimed to be a
pillar of righteousness, while committing
such heinous acts, in a similar way to the
Catholic church covering up paedophilia in
the 1970s. “It was soul destroying, because
it was absolutely against what we are meant
to stand for,” he said.
This did not mean the situation was
easy for McBride once he released the documents to the ABC. At first he fled to Spain,
but returned to Australia for the weekend
to visit his daughter. He was arrested just
before leaving the country again, on one
charge of theft – enough to keep him stuck
in Australia. After pleading not guilty to
the charge, four more serious charges were

brought in, which brought with them the
possibility of life imprisonment.
The first few years were hard, frustrating and lonely for McBride. “I didn’t get
anything except vilification and bullying – I
went from being a pillar of the community to
a criminal.” He was surprised that not one
of his peers in the ADF would even admit to
understanding his perspective. Regardless
of this, he reminded himself that the institution was doing the wrong thing, and that he
would have regretted not saying something
in the long term.
When people started to contact him with
support he described it as “like water in the
desert – you first start to live again, and then
you start to grow.” He expressed how far a
small amount of support can go – “you just
need some people to kind of ‘get it.’ ’’
McBride also recognised how systemic
problems in the ADF are linked to Australia’s
military alliance with the US. “We need to
have a hard look at the so-called strategic
relationship […] we will never clean up the
defence force so long as we are just an adjunct
of the US forces, because we have become
hijacked as a force for American expansion
[…] and that means we don’t have the moral
high ground when we go into Middle Eastern

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA
BLOCKADE ON CUBA
Also solidarity with
Venezuela & Gaza

5:30 pm
Wednesday 17th of February
Sydney Martin Place outside of US Consulate Office

countries.” He warned that the participation
in these wars has made Australia less safe,
as it has become more of a target. He also
explained that the Australia-US relationship serves to create worse trade relations
with China, creating worse conditions for
everyday Australians.
“I’d rather we were a country with a
soul who actually stood for democracy and
freedom, and we had to fight to the death,
rather than be a sell-out slave nation to the
Americans, relying on them to look after us.
Why would we sell-out on a promise? And
actually if you see how the Americans have
dealt with their allies I wouldn’t place any
huge bets on the idea that they will come
to help us.”
McBride hopes to argue in court that
he was only doing his duty as expected by
a practicing lawyer and ADF oﬃcer. His
trial starts in May and his best chances for
a non-guilty verdict can only come from
wide public support for his cause. For this
to happen, the broad left need to form a
united front in bringing awareness to the
masses. A petition for the dropping of his
charges can be found on change.org at
http://chng.it/8fzVtD6fdh and you can donate
to his GoFundMe for his legal defence. 
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EVER INCREASING PRECARITY
FOR PUBLIC EDUCATION AMIDST
TAFE FUNDING CUTS AND
PRIVATISATION
E. Lennon
The Federal Government continues to neglect public Vocational Education and Training,
diminishing accessibility for
many Australians.
Correna Haythorpe, Federal
President of the Australian Education Union, has called for TAFE
to be seen as a crucial tool for pandemic recovery.
“Governments must ensure
that Australia’s strong TAFE
system is properly funded
to minimise the economic
consequences of the COVID
pandemic.”

the vested interest coming from the
Liberals, justifying their corporate
sympathies and entanglement
through the recommendation of
privatisation and funding cuts.
The TAFE campus in Scone,
NSW,one of the most advanced
and well-equipped, has been sold
oﬀ. Micheal Johnsen, Nationals MP
for Upper Hunter, failed to stand
with the community and instead
publicly endorsed the sale against
their interests and benefit.
President of NSW Teachers’
Federation, Angelo Gavrielatos,
has pointed to TAFE NSW’s failure
to confer with staﬀ, students and
the local community on the matter.
Mr Gavrielatos said:

“TAFE is the best way to
ensure that Australians can
access a quality and rounded
education provided by
industry experts, with the
extra learning supports in
place that make the diﬀerence
between a student passing or
failing a subject.
“Therefore, it is unbelievable
that the Productivity
Commission would
recommend increased
contestability and force TAFE
to compete as ‘just another
provider’ in the marketplace,
when TAFE generates a
staggering $92.5 billion
in economic benefits each
year, which is 16 times the
annual cost of running the
institution.”

The Productivity Commission
is a body overseen by Treasurer
Josh Frydenberg. It is plain to see

“For the past six years,
the NSW government
has deliberately allowed
enrolments at Scone TAFE to
run down so it can claim the
site is under-utilised and the
sale is in the public interest.”
“Training facilities like this are
hard to replace and we’re just
incredulous the Government
wants to sell Scone TAFE
when it is vital to the training
needs of the community.”

Public education should not
concern private businesses in any
aspect, the resources and campuses designated for the benefit
of all Australians should remain
just that: for the soul purpose of
accessibility.
Education must not be considered a commodity to be sold oﬀ
for the Australian government’s
agenda.
These are sentiments

underscored in our Party’s Political Resolution.
“The guiding principle and
aim of the education system
must be the provision of free,
universal and secular public
education for all children
from pre-school through to
post-secondary, to produce a
highly educated and cultured
society.”

“The same principle must be
applied in the provision at
all levels including university
and Technical and Further
Education (TAFE), which
must be restored after a
sustained, pro-private attack
in the provision of vocational
education and training.”

backgrounds and general circumstances, should compromise of: the
abolition of fees, proper funding,
universal student unionism, etc.
To support privatised education
is to support the denial of opportunities for all citizens to realise their
potential–for themselves and the
betterment of society. 

Party policy outlines what an
education system that is fair and
for all, regardless of socio-economic

VICTORIA BANS CONVERSION THERAPY
CW: discussion of conversion practices,
anti-LGBTQ+ violence.
A Bill to ban conversion therapy recently passed Victoria’s Upper House and
is set to become law. The Change or
Suppression (Conversion) Practices
Prohibition Bill makes it illegal to try
to change or suppress a person’s sexual
orientation or gender identity in Victoria, with a maximum penalty of up
to ten years in prison. The move has
been hailed as a major milestone in
the national campaign to outlaw conversion practices.
Conversion therapies are aimed at

changing the gender or sexual identity of
LGBTQ+ people. This can include physical and psychological abuse, as well as
non-consensual medical interventions.
Conversion therapies have absolutely
no basis in science or medicine and are
actively harmful to those forced to endure
them. For this reason, many human rights
groups condemn them.
Conversion therapies have been practiced in Australia for over a century. In
the late 19th century, the term “homosexuality” began to appear in print for the
first time. By 1903, the hysteria-fuelled
search for a “cure” had begun in earnest. Various conversion ‘therapies’ were

Support the Guardian
by donating to Press Fund

experimented with throughout the 20th
Century and the industry boomed from
the 1960s up until the 1970s when the
practice began to fall out of favour among
the medical establishment.
Today, faith-based conversion is the
most common form of conversion therapy.
Therefore, it is not surprising that some
faith-based groups opposed the ban on
the basis that it infringes upon religious
freedoms. It is hard to take such claims
seriously when one considers the eﬀects
of conversion therapies on those who have
survived them.
Conversion therapy causes long-lasting psychological damage, acute distress
and feelings of shame, isolation and guilt,
as well as internalised homophobia, selfhatred and confusion about one’s sexual
and gender identity. On a societal level,
it sends the message that queerness is
something to be cured, and invalidates the
identities of LGBTQ+ people.
The LGBTQ+ community has come
a long way in the battle for acceptance
in Australia. In 1975, South Australia
became the first state to decriminalise
homosexuality, and in 1997 Tasmania
finally became the last. Most recently,

the Commonwealth Marriage Act was
amended to expand the definition of marriage, allowing same-sex marriage in
Australia. Queensland, the ACT and now
Victoria have outlawed conversion therapy but it is still currently legal in NSW,
SA, WA, NT and Tasmania. At every step,
grassroots LGBTQ+ activism has been the
driving force of change.
Conversion therapies reflect an aversion to queer identities as deviations from
the heterosexual, patriarchal nuclear
family model that capitalism depends
upon to reproduce the working class. The
ruling class would have us believe that
the breakdown of social life in Australia
is due to “social perversion.” In reality,
it is oppressively long hours and alienating work which keeps us socially isolated,
as well as limiting opportunities for the
cultural and educational development.
Hence, anti-LGBTQ+ practices not only
deflect attention away from the destruction wrought by capitalism, they also
further entrench division among us. The
Victorian ban on conversion therapy is
therefore long overdue, and a key step forward in building a united intersectional
Australian working class movement. 
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PCV TO PRESIDENT

OUR FIGHT IS FOR THE TRIUMPH OF
Communist Party of
With foundations in its ideological,
political and organisational autonomy and independence, the Communist
Party of Venezuela (PCV) is committed
to confronting US-European imperialist aggression. It is also committed to
confronting the economic, labour and
agricultural policies which President
Nicolas Maduro has been applying in
favour of Capital and landowners.
It is from this perspective that the PCV
assesses the discourse and communications
policy of the government, in particular when
it comes to the Executive’s responses to
positions which openly question the policy
of handing over popular gains to local and
transnational Capital. These positions have
been expressed by the revolutionary popular
movement, including currents of the revolutionary left and Marxist-Leninist political
organisations, such as the PCV. In response,
repeated statements from the government
lacking arguments and self-criticism have
been seen, as well as lacking a willingness to
hold a frank national debate. In general, these
responses and public statements, which are
generally expressed by the President himself,
are characterised by cynicism, inconsistent
repetition, insults, and media advantage.
In recent months, the actions of President
Nicolas Maduro have increasingly tended to
become more aggressive and threatening.
This has intensified since the PCV and other
currents of the revolutionary and left-wing
popular movement decided to build the
Popular Revolutionary Alternative (APR)
and not participate in the new “oligarchicbourgeois pact” imposed on the Venezuelan
working people (the neoliberal adjustment
plan that was forged in Santo Domingo as
part of the “dialogue roundtable” between
the government and the opposition).
During the last election campaign, this
practice was evident and brutal. At first, it
sought to hide and block the PCV-APR’s
access to public and private media. It then
developed to the extremity of President
Maduro himself covering the PCV’s electoral card with his hand during a televised
presidential address, in which he called on
people to vote for United Socialist Party
of Venezuela (Partido Socialista Unido de
Venezuela, PSUV) candidates or those from
the right.
Now, political criminalisation is back
on the agenda, which may develop into personal attacks and even physical liquidation
of communist organisations and members.
This criminalisation may also target those
of the revolutionary popular movement,
the steadfast left and all of us who diverge
from the pro-capital policies of President
Maduro’s government and who demand the
implementation of policies in favour of the
working class and the working people of the
city and the countryside.
The PCV and APR are conscious that we
are the central targets of this plan. Other
targets include the revolutionary and critical currents of academia, the class conscious

worker and trade union movement, peasants,
communards and the popular movement in
general, as well as the mid-range and broad
nuclei of popular Chavista bases, which, from
the patriotic, anti-imperialist and revolutionary left stands up for the original project of
Chávez which pointed to national liberation
of an anti-imperialist character. These are
sectors which have expressed deep and massive discontent at the right-wing deviation
of the government’s higher sectors, and we
hold the President responsible for any physical or psychological aggression against any
revolutionary militant.
It is very grave that President Nicolas Maduro has dug up old concepts (for
example, using the phrase “the out-dated
left”) which were coined by the Right in the
1960’s to try to stigmatise and ridicule those
of us who did not abandon our steadfast,
anti-imperialist and class conscious positions and fought for national liberation and
socialism-communism.
The PCV is aware of the reactionary and
anti-communist content of such epithets,
but we have tried not to get hooked on this
criticism, which seeks to distract us from
our central political objectives at this stage,
which are to “confront, distance, regroup
and accumulate forces to confront and
defeat imperialist aggression and the
reformism” that controls the government
and the State apparatus.
However, at an event at Miraflores Palace
for the anniversary of the 23rd January 1958
successful coup d’état against the dictator
Marcos Pérez Jiménez and subsequently
at the meeting of the national leadership of
the PSUV-JPSUV [PSUV Youth] (using the
public media as if they were his property),
President Nicolas Maduro made statements
with a high degree of arrogance in which,
in addition to promoting dollarisation and
dealing with other issues, he directly referred
to the “Marxists-Leninists.”
Such statements are extremely serious,
both because of their content and because of
the person making them. For now, we only
refer to this part where he said: “ [...] Beware
of those who try to divide us, who try to
call themselves Marxist-Leninists and
who consider themselves to be more Chavista
than Chávez. Be careful because the hand of
US imperialism is behind them. Watch out
for divisionism. Red alert in shantytowns,
factories, universities, the streets, careful with
divisionism. I alert you for the first time. I
have plenty of information.”
It is possible that these statements are
aimed at containing the ideological, political and mass-based class struggle which is
sharpening within the poly-class ruling party,
but this still remains unclear. Nonetheless,
the comments do not invalidate this struggle, because they contravene the method of
honest and frank collective, open, fraternal,
democratic, critical and self-critical debate
that revolutionaries have learned and which,
it seems, is being replaced by insult and
demands for unconditional subordination.

However, by making reference to “Marxist-Leninists,” the PCV considers itself to be
directly alluded to in this speech since our
organisation backs this scientific conception
of the world. The PCV’s Program, Political
Line, Revolutionary Practice and Statutes
expressly state:
“Article 1. The Communist Party of
Venezuela, founded on the 5th of
March, 1931, is the political party of
the working class, its avant-garde, its
superior form of organisation, which
consistently and doggedly defends
its interests and those of the working
people of the city and countryside,
which are founded with the Venezuelan
nation. It is the voluntary and organised
union of communists based on the
interests and historical mission of
the working class. It is guided by the
scientific conception of MarxismLeninism, the emancipating, antiimperialist and integrationist ideal
of Simon Bolívar and the principles
of proletarian internationalism,
international solidarity with peoples
fighting for their national liberation,
for popular democracy, socialism and
communism. [...]”

This direct reference to Marxist-Leninists
compels us to demand the following from
President Nicolas Maduro:
1) To openly clarify to the country and
the world, if his accusations against those
he denounces as “the divisionists who try to
call themselves Marxist-Leninists and who
consider themselves to be more Chavista
than Chávez” and who have “the hand of
US Imperialism” behind them, include the
Communist Party of Venezuela (PCV).
2) To immediately publicise the evidence he claims to have of citizens who consider themselves Marxist-Leninist, and, as
denounced, have ties, commitments or any
kind of dealings with imperialism, which
led him to aﬃrm that they have “the hand
of US imperialism” behind them. The PCV
considers it to be very serious that false
flags are being constructed against
critical activists and revolutionaries.
3) That the “plenty of information”, which
he claims, to have be shown to the Venezuelan public. Also, that all organisations or
individualities named in it are guaranteed
the right to public reply and self-defence in
the same media in which he presents such
“information” and under the same conditions. Also, that open and transparent public
debate replace the unilateral and manipulative attacks of which the PCV is victim to by
those who abuse their political power.
4) To rectify his policy, which benefits capital, and to restore the rights of
the working people as a basic condition
for restoring revolutionary anti-imperialist and popular unity. To rectify the
path taken in favour of the old oligarchy and
the so-called “revolutionary bourgeoisie,”

whose commitment is expressed in a new
“elite pact” and in the implementation of
a brutal neoliberal adjustment plan. It is
this, his politics and governance, that
divides patriotic forces and produces
the distancing of the revolutionary
popular movement, the steadfast left
and the Marxist-Leninist political
organisations, such as the PCV.
5) To correct this call of intolerance,
hatred, persecution and disrespect for the
exercise of political and democratic rights
enshrined in the Constitution of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela. When we
should have a creative and unifying
debate, what is imposed is a practice
without reflection, which is very similar
to the order given by former Venezuelan
President Romulo Betancourt in the 1960s to
persecute, isolate, segregate and assassinate
members of the PCV, Revolutionary Left
Movement (MIR) and anyone on the left of
the Democratic Republican Union (URD). It
is also similar to the “shoot first and find
out later” policy, which is an incitement
to hatred, clearly violating constitutional
rights which must be rejected by all authentically democratic, progressive, patriotic,
anti-imperialist, popular and revolutionary forces at the national and international
levels, because that path can lead to fascism:
the reactionary dictatorship of large capital.
President Maduro, the real dilemma
is whether you are with the working
class or with the capitalists.
To the above, which is very serious in
itself, is added the pretence of wanting to
condition our right to take the floor in the
plenary sessions of the National Assembly
(AN) on attaching ourselves to one of the
two majority parliamentary blocs (the one
headed by the PSUV or the opposition).
This problem was correctly addressed with
firmness and dignity on [Thursday, the 21st
of February, 2021] by the deputy of the PCV
and the Popular Revolutionary Alternative
(APR) at that time, Luisa González.
In his address, the AN president states
that there are “256 Great Patriotic Pole
deputies and 21 [in] opposition” in parliament. He also states that “there is no way
to be a centrist” and then uses the popular
saying “you are either milkshake or you are
lemonade” to make the ideological argument
that seeks to justify the existence of a false
polarisation between the government bloc
and that of the “opposition” in Parliament.
The empirical evidence and the President
of the Republic’s own public statements,
however, have clearly shown how close the
alliance is, and how much ground is shared,
between these two supposedly “antagonistic” political fractions. One example can
be seen when we look at the newly named
chair of the AN Foreign Policy Commission,
by a decision of the senior management of
the PSUV, who is [a right-wing opposition]
deputy closely linked to the US Democratic
Party and State Department. Equally, the
government here has even talked about

... our central political objectives
at this stage, which are to “confront,
distance, regroup and accumulate forces to
confront and defeat imperialist aggression
and the reformism” ...
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NICOLAS MADURO:

REVOLUTIONARY POPULAR UNITY
Venezuela Statement

building a “government of national unity”
with those same opposition forces.
In this regard, the PCV reiterates its
rejection of this ideological and political
manipulation which seeks to keep the working
people deceived under the false dichotomy
of a superficial political polarisation which
is abstracted from class struggle. In politics,
since society was historically divided into
antagonistic classes, and in the dependent
and rent-based Venezuelan capitalist society, the heart of the problem is one and the
same: either you are with the working class
or with the capitalists. Political parties exist
as an expression of the interests of social
classes. As such, their political actions either
benefit the working people or the interests
of the bourgeoisie and landlords. On this
issue, Mr President, there is no real middle
ground or “centrism.” Neither is there in the
superficial dilemma proposed by you. The
PCV defends the rights of the workers of the
city and the countryside and, with the constitutional [principle] of political pluralism,
it defends its legitimate right to speak in the
National Assembly as a legitimate voice and
in representation of the Popular Revolutionary Alternative (APR) in all of the debates
and aﬀairs which are discussed in the body.
As such, the PCV ratifies and clarifies to
those who preside over the parliament that
it does not belong to either of the two apparently “antagonistic” [blocs]. This is because
the policies proposed by these two groups of
upper-strata politicians do not identify with
the exercising of a committed line of action

in defence of the interests and aspirations of
the Venezuelan working class and working
people. We will not allow these manouvers
to be used to close oﬀ the legitimate right
which the parliamentary bloc of the PCV/
APR has to speak and take a position on the
all of the points on the agenda in the sessions.
The policies of the government and the
opposition only serve the interests of private
national and international capital. Both are
co-aligned in the defence and strengthening of a bourgeois-liberal economic policy
which shifts the weight of the capitalist crisis
and the illegal imperialist sanctions onto
the shoulders of the working class and, in
general, all of the people. As has been publically seen, no upper strata spokespersons
from either bloc have shown any interest
in discussing the grave problems which the
Venezuelan people suﬀer from, especially
the destruction of salaries, pensions, social
coverage and other rights the working class
have. Equally, they have ignored the situation of the Venezuelan peasant families and
national production.
It would be beneficial for the country and
the Venezuelan people for the diversity of
parties and social sectors represented in the
parliamentary [bloc] of the Great Patriotic
Pole to evaluate the inconsistencies of the
government’s economic policy from a critical
perspective. We call on them to reflect and
act before it is too late to take correct measures. Every day, the contradiction between a
constitution which oﬀers sacred progressive
rights in favour of the great majority of our

people and the openly regressive, liberal
and neoliberal policies which only benefit
capital, transnationals and imperialism is
ever clearer.
Let us be direct, President Nicolas
Maduro, and especially for the revolutionary people. Not being in the parliamentary
fraction of the Great Patriotic Pole today is
not the determining factor which decides
whether a political force is on the right or
is allied with imperialism. We reject the
grotesque manipulation which looks to generate false flags against the PCV’s members
and leaders, as well as against those from
the revolutionary popular movement and
other left-wing sectors. One must ask, why
was this malice not used against the violent
right-wing henchmen of 2014 and 2017 or
US imperialism’s agents in Venezuela, who
have administered the economic blockade,
stolen assets from the Republic and promoted
foreign attacks? Why are these people given
pardons and allowed to openly conspire
against the Venezuelan people?
We alert the Venezuelan workers, the
communist and workers’ parties of the world
and the progressive and anti-imperialist
forces here and abroad about the possible
preparation of plans to persecute and attack
communists with despicable setups.
Today, the government is executing an
economic policy in contrary to the working class and national interests. Its current economic policy can be summed up
by inconceivable concessions in favour of
private capital’s profit margins on the one

hand, and the freezing of wages and pensions, the elimination of collective contracts
and increasingly flexible working conditions
on the other. The government is struggling
to cover up its rightward shift, and is thus
deploying its arrogant fury against every
force which shows itself and confronts its
reformist economic policy.
The PCV has been, is, and will always be
on the side of the interests of the working
class, the peasants and the working people
without caring about the consequences.
This has always made us a strategic enemy
of imperialism and internal reformism.
The allies of imperialism can only be those
who show their intentions to abandon and
negotiate away the national interests and the
interests of the working people to monopoly
capital. The PCV has no doubt that this path
of intolerance to criticism and class conscious action will only set oﬀ a new wave
of anti-communist hatred, censure, and
persecutions. The PCV is willing to confront
and defeat this new wave with revolutionary
worker, peasant, communard and popular
organisation, unity and mobilisation.
As Comrade Argimiro Gabaldon once
said:
The way is hard, very hard, but it is the
way!

For the continued construction of the
Popular Revolutionary Alternative (APR)!
To resist, struggle, organise, regroup,
unite forces and win with the workers in
power! 

The PCV has been, is, and will always be on the side
of the interests of the working class, the peasants
and the working people without caring about the
consequences. This has always made us a strategic
enemy of imperialism and internal reformism.
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MUSINGS ON GOVERNANCE:
PAST, PRESENT, AND FUTURE
Eileen Whitehead
The present lack of mass support for a
genuinely working-class party in countries
such as Australia, the UK, and the US, is
a void that ensures that the mainstream
space of political discourse is unanimous
in its backing for ruling-class interests,
against those of the working people.
Working-class and socialist principles
are under constant attack.
In their March 1850 address to the Communist League, Marx and Engels stated: “Even
where there is no prospect of achieving their
election the workers must put up their own
candidates to preserve their independence,
to gauge their own strength and to bring their
revolutionary position and party standpoint to
public attention. They must not be led astray
by the empty phrases of the democrats, who
will maintain that the workers’ candidates will
split the democratic party and oﬀer the forces
of reaction the chance of victory. All such talk
means, in the final analysis, that the proletariat
is to be swindled.” This remains as true in 2021
as it was in 1850.
Until socialism prevails and a system built
for the betterment of society is established, the
growing inequality and injustices we face today
will continue. Socialism can only emerge when
the working class unites.
George Bernard Shaw, with his customary wit, in The Intelligent Woman’s Guide to
Socialism, Capitalism, Sovietism and Fascism,
comments on the “system” and the diﬃculty
of a poor socialist to get a seat in the House of
Commons: “Poor men spend their best years in
this demoralising and expensive pursuit whilst
rich and highly connected young Conservative
gentlemen with purely second-hand opinions
or none at all can do it in six weeks in properly
selected constituencies. When the proletarian
candidates at last succeed they find themselves
powerless to do anything but debate.” We can
certainly see this play out in today’s politics,
with the likes of Boris Johnson and Jacob ReesMogg in Britain, both with disproportionate
power compared to their wit.
In 1901, the Socialist Party of America (SPA)
was well aware that bourgeois parties like the
Democrats and the Republicans were enemies
of the workers. They ran socialist candidates in
elections against both parties, gaining six per
cent of the presidential vote. They were successful in council and state governor elections
and stuck to their guns, not endorsing President
Woodrow Wilson in 1916, and vehemently opposing America entering WW1, with many of them
ending up in jail. Eugene Debs, a popular radical
figure, even obtained one million votes in the
next presidential election from his prison cell!

In 1919, following the Russian Revolution,
the Communist Party of the United States of
America (CPUSA) was established after splitting from the SPA, but since its conception
was at the mercy of government and employer
repression. This steadily weakened the movement in the post-WW1 and WW2 Red Scares,
with laws such as the Espionage Act of 1917 and
the Sedition Act of 1918 criminalising certain
forms of speech. Sounds like the actions of
the Australian government’s Anti-Terrorism
Act, 2005, ostensibly targeting any activity
promoting terrorism, but which in fact has the
potential to inhibit freedom of expression and
free association.
Here there’s a comparison to be made
between the USA and Australia, both being
countries populated by immigration. In a “Red
Funk” following the Russian Revolution, America
had deported some 38,000 immigrants, including many radicals – a significant blow to the
CPUSA. Oﬃces were raided, newspapers seized,
activists imprisoned, and thousands of union
members expelled. The recent activities of the
Australian Federal Police, raiding the oﬃces
and homes of journalists, trade unionists, and
whistleblowers, are reminiscent of this.
Again, in the period from the late 1940s
through the mid-1960s, close surveillance, a
series of political trials, and numerous deportations of immigrant members hobbled the
CPUSA’s eﬀorts.
Talk of democracy and equality is cheap.
The people are made to believe the state strives
for this, appearing to be the cornerstone of universality and impartiality, when in fact its role
as manager of capitalist class interests always
comes first, which does away with any hope of
democracy or equality.
How often do we hear our politicians speak
of the “public good?” What does this mean? It’s
simply a catchcry perpetuating inequality and
an unjust society. Capitalism, under which the
minority exploit the majority, encourages deference to the state with its fanciful “democracy”
and “equality.” The economy – more specifically,
profits for the capitalist class – is the “God” of this
system that tramples and intrudes on our lives.
It’s time the people demand a change to the
system. To believe Morrison’s “we’re all in this
together” rhetoric is fooling ourselves. Morrison’s
future will see workers squeezed to breaking
point, in an ultimately futile eﬀort to preserve
the power and fortune of the capitalist ruling
class. The state’s repressive powers – legislated
or otherwise – that have been growing exponentially over recent years will come down on
us like a ton of bricks. We won’t have a bright
future by trusting this government. Workers
must unite and fight, and the fight must be for
socialism.

In a “Red Funk” following the Russian Revolution, America had deported some
38,000 immigrants, including many radicals – a significant blow to CPUSA.

THE CPV CONGRESS IN REVIEW
Seamus Carey
The Communist Party of
Vietnam (CPV) concluded
its week-long 13th National
Party Congress on the 1st of
February. The Congress, held
every five years, was attended
by over 1,500 Party delegates
representing the more than
five million CPV members.
Also attending were foreign
diplomats, representatives of
international organisations,
and other guests.
After a preparatory session
the 25th of January, the opening
address was delivered the 26th of
January by Comrade Nguyen Xuan
Phuc, Prime Minister of Vietnam
and CPV Politburo member. He
began:
“Today, in the spring
atmosphere, the 13th National

Congress of the Communist
Party of Vietnam solemnly
opens in the capital city
of Hanoi. Our Party is the
vanguard of the working class,
of the working people and
of the Vietnamese people;
each party member is a
representative loyal to the
interests of the working class,
the working people and our
nation.”

Later in his speech, he outlined
the major tasks of the Congress:
“In the spirit of looking
straight at the truth and
speaking the truth, renewing,
integrating and developing,
promoting the tradition of
solidarity, consensus and
absolute trust in MarxismLeninism, President Ho
Chi Minh’s thought and

revolutionary path that the
Party and beloved Uncle Ho
have chosen, the Congress
is tasked with reviewing
the implementation of
the Resolution of the 12th
National Party Congress,
the thirty-five years of the
Doi Moi (Renewal) process,
the 30 years of the 1991
Political Platform, the ten
years of the amended Political
Platform (supplemented
and developed in 2011), and
the implementation of the
2011-2020 socio-economic
development strategy while
setting out socio-economic
development orientations and
tasks for 2021-2025 as well
as targets and directions until
2030 with a vision to 2045.”

The CPV has a stated aim
of making Vietnam a modern

industrialised country with uppermiddle income by 2030, and a
developed, high income country
by 2045.
Comrade Nguyen Phu Trong,
President of Vietnam and CPV
General Secretary, delivered the
report of the outgoing 12th Central Committee on the documents
submitted to the 13th Congress.
Over the course of the Congress,
the attendees divided into groups
to discuss these key documents and
put forward views.
The Congress elected the new
13th Central Committee, and reelected Comrade Nguyen Phu Trong
as General Secretary.
Throughout the Congress, the
General Secretary stressed the
importance of consistently applying Marxism-Leninism and Ho Chi
Minh Thought as the ideological
basis of the Party, and maintaining the socialist orientation and

socialist path for Vietnam. He
delivered a closing speech, saying:
“The 13th Central Party
Committee pledged to unite,
wholeheartedly serving the
country, the people, constantly
cultivating and improving
capacity, qualifications,
political bravery, ethical
qualities following the
example of the great President
Ho Chi Minh. [...]
“The success of the 13th
National Congress will be a
strong encouragement for the
whole Party, the entire people
and the army to continue
to overcome all diﬃculties,
challenges, taking advantage
of opportunities to soon turn
our country into a developed
country with high income and
a socialist orientation.” 
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WESTERN VIEW OF PACIFIC
ISLANDS FORUM THROUGH
CHINA-US COMPETITION IS
NARROW-MINDED
Zhou Fangyin
Palau’s president said it is preparing
to leave the Pacific Islands Forum, the
region’s premier political and economic policy organisation founded in
1971. The 18-member forum is mostly
made up of small island states along
with Australia and New Zealand. AFP
reported Friday that Palau’s quitting
threatens the future of a key grouping in a region where China is vying
for influence.
Palau has a somewhat special status in
the Pacific region. Chinese investors have
been behind large building and business
projects in Palau, and its tourism industry
is closely related to China.
Meanwhile, the US is also actively
strengthening its ties with Palau. Former
US defense secretary Mark Esper visited the
nation last year in a bid to reinforce the US
commitment to a long-term relationship with
the tiny country, which the US media said
highlighted US-China competition.
China respects the decision of the Pacific
island states not to get involved in the ChinaUS competition. But Australia and the US
want the states to completely align with them
in order to maintain their dominance in the
Pacific region.
It is very clear Pacific island nations are
tired of this. Palau’s walking out may be an
attempt to avoid more pressure from Washington and Canberra.
If the forum is split, there are two possibilities that might happen. First, these
island nations want to impose pressure on
Canberra. If the mechanism no longer exists,
Canberra’s plan to use this platform to raise

its own status and work with Washington
will fall flat. Second, the new organisation is
expected to set criteria if Canberra wants to
join. This will restrain Canberra from meddling in the aﬀairs of these nations.
Washington and Canberra have been
thinking about thwarting Beijing’s influence
in the region, so they keep hyping up the
so-called China threat theory. An undersea
internet cable project is viewed as China’s
grip on information, and the loans to these
countries’ infrastructure development are
interpreted as debt traps.
But Pacific island nations are independent
and fully aware that they need China’s help,
and that it does not threaten their security.
Western assistance to these island countries
was conditional, but when these countries
cannot meet requirements, they began to
turn to China for help.
In recent years, Pacific islands countries
have seen their international status increase
when it comes to global agendas, such as climate change and poverty alleviation. These
countries are seeking sovereign equality,
and don’t accept Western interventionism
anymore.
Now, Pacific islands nations are in fact
dissatisfied with Western countries, Australia
in particular, after seeing the tremendous
positive changes China has brought to the
region.
The AFP report said that a split in Pacific
Islands Forum’s ranks could “provide an
opening for China to boost its influence
with the sparsely populated but strategically
important Pacific island nations.” Whether
or not the Pacific islands’ regional body
collapses is up to Pacific islands countries.
Indeed, the Pacific Islands Forum is on

Chinese investors have been behind large building and business projects in Palau, and its
tourism industry is closely related to China.

the brink of imploding after Palau said it is
preparing to leave the group. This symbolises
the decline influence of Western countries
over these nations. It has nothing to do with
China’s influence at all. China has no diplomatic relations with Palau. Taking every
chance to throw mud at Beijing is a dirty trick
often played by Western countries.
The Pacific region now is still dominated
by Washington. But China is engaging in
economic and climate change cooperation and oﬀering aids to boost the region’s
development – which the US is wary of. By
contrast, China is only concerned that particular countries in the region are so-called
“diplomatic allies” with Taiwan.
Western assistance to the Pacific island

countries has been declining. After China
proposed the Belt and Road Initiative, the
West was nervous and started to attach more
importance to island nations. It only turns
to places when China gets involved there.
Washington has always viewed international and regional aﬀairs through the
lens of a China-US competition. It could
not understand China’s spirit of cooperation and its concept of joint development
as a major power’s responsibilities. Pacific
island nations do not like such a US mentality. Nor do they want to be Washington’s
“vanguards.” China’s cooperation with these
countries stresses economic development
and climate change, which fits their interests.
Global Times 

RUSSIA: THREE EUROPEAN DIPLOMATS
DEPORTED OVER NAVALNY PROTEST
Russia has expelled three European diplomats for taking part
in unauthorised demonstrations in Moscow, the capital,
and St. Petersburg.
The three expelled diplomats
were representatives of Germany, Poland, and Sweden who
had taken part in unauthorised
protests on the 23rd of January
in two cities of the country, the
Russian Foreign Ministry said in
a Friday statement.

The Russian Foreign Ministry summoned the Swedish
ambassador, the Polish chargé
d’aﬀaires, and the German envoy
to present them with the decisions in connection with their
subordinates’ participation in the
illegal actions.
“In accordance with the
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations of the 18th of April,
1961, diplomats who participate
in illegal actions are declared
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persona non grata,” indicated
the body, stressing that these
oﬃcials should leave the territory of the Russian Federation
immediately.
Also, Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov called these
actions “unacceptable” and
“inappropriate” for their diplomatic status and noted that he
expects these EU states’ representatives to strictly respect
international law norms.
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On the 23rd of January,
2021, unauthorised demonstrations took place in diﬀerent cities
of the country, in support of the
imprisoned right-wing activist Alexei Navalny, for massive
fraud in the sphere of business
activity and legalisation of money
obtained by illegal means.
A number of people also
took to the streets on the 2nd
of February, after the Moscow
City Court released its ruling to

enforce the suspended 3.5-year
prison sentence against Navalny.
On the other hand, following
the Moscow court’s announcement, several Western nations
called for Navalny’s release,
including the US, France, the
UK, and Germany. However,
Moscow advised them to pay
attention to the situation in their
own territories.
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SOFT COUP SCRIPT IS REPEATED
AND ONCE AGAIN FAILS
Raúl Antonio Capote
CUBA: Another counterrevolutionary provocation took place on 27th
of January, in front of the Ministry
of Culture, when a group of persons,
mostly cyber-mercenaries in the pay of
the US government, reenacted an old
script about dialogue with the institution, which is, in fact, of no interest to
them, as has been made clear by their
conduct since November of 2020.
The show was intended to generate a
climate of violence and chaos that would
allow them to sell to the world an image of
Cuban institutions divorced from the reality
of creators and artists, attempting to promote
repudiation of our functionaries, presenting
them as violent, close-minded individuals
who opposed any sort of understanding.
Everything had been rehearsed in
advance. The supposed discontented creators had no intention of meeting with anyone
at the Ministry, and were actually only a
minority of those present, since most were
members of the “independent” press in the
service of US interests. The repeated requests
made by one of the deputy ministers to enter
the building, to talk, went entirely unheeded.
The group’s mission, carefully planned
beforehand was to provocatively challenge
authorities and somehow oblige them to take
action. They were looking for a confrontation, escalating the tensions in hopes that
someone would lose control.
This is a textbook tactic. The idea is to
stay at the site, stage a sit-in to attract attention, use the media, that are part of the plan,
to generate supportive public opinion, call
for more participants on social networks,
and construct a little Maidan outside the
Ministry of Culture. This is the old, many
times failed, dream of the CIA to repeat the
Kiev events in Havana.
The process of staging a soft coup has
been outlined by the Center for Applied
Nonviolent Action and Strategies (Canvas),
the socio-political subversion lab of Srdja

Popovic, founder along with Slobodan
Dinovic of the Otpor movement that in 2000,
on orders from and financed by the CIA,
contributed to overthrowing Yugoslavian
President Slodoban Milosevic. The Center’s
manual states that one of the first tasks is the
creation of hotspots of “civil disobedience,
violence and chaos,” besieging government
institutions, functionaries, and workers,
generating anxiety, distrust and fear.
What occurred in front of the Ministry
in Havana is part of this “non-violent” war
strategy against Cuba, one more attempt to
create the detonator needed to make a soft
coup possible.
Following US instructions precisely, as
projected in Gene Sharp’s manual and by the
aforementioned Canvas, a veritable “pack”

of mercenaries was launched to provoke,
discredit and harass Cuban authorities and
present the anti-Cuban protestors as victims.
The version of the events disseminated
by the US embassy in Havana on Twitter
is so far removed from the reality of what
occurred at the Ministry of Culture on the
27th of January, it appears to have been
drafted elsewhere. The truth made clear
in the manuals of creators, financiers, and
promoters of this type of aggression is that
such actions are violent, interventionist
maneuvers meant to produce coups, that
in turn lead to the establishment of “failed
states” in the hands of “transitional governments,” incapable of confronting US forces on
the battlefield and therefore easy to occupy
and subjugate.

As has been denounced on previous
occasions, what is sought is the creation of
conditions for a direct intervention in Cuba,
in the style of 1898, with the United States
presenting itself as the “saviour” of a country
in chaos. Choosing the eve of the anniversary of José Martí’s birth as the date for this
disturbance was miscalculated by those who
do not know the history of our country. For
Cubans, Martí is a symbol of independence,
a constant reminder to be true to our ideals,
ideas that revolutionaries carry deep in our
hearts and that, time and time again, defeat
the plans of the empire and its mercenaries.
Granma 

NEW INTERIM ADMINISTRATION
ELECTED IN LIBYA TO STEER COUNTRY
TO ELECTIONS IN DECEMBER
Libya elected a new interim government on 5th February in a bid to steer
the war-torn country to stability via
elections set to take place in December.
Seventy-five delegates from a variety
of regional, tribal and political factions
agreed a new so-called “unity administration” at United Nations (UN)-led talks in
Geneva aimed at bringing stability to the
north African country.
Former ambassador to Greece
Mohamed Younes Menfi will head the
three-member presidential council.
But in a surprise move delegates chose

Abdul Hamid Mohammed Dbeibah, a construction magnate from Misrata with close
ties to Libya’s late former leader Muammar Gadaﬃ, as prime minister.
He was given twenty-one days to
form a new government, which needs
to be approved by parliament. It will be
tasked with the transition towards elections, which are scheduled for the 24th of
December.
“We will work so that security organs
are professional and weapons are placed
under the monopoly of the state,” he said.
In a bid to unite the country he said

he would establish a “ministry of national
reconciliation” and create jobs for the
young. He said he hoped a period of stability will see foreign investors return to
Libya and boost the country’s flagging
economy.
His appointment has raised eyebrows
as the development holding company he
ran under Colonel Gadaﬃ was allegedly
involved in corruption, money-laundering, financing of the Muslim Brotherhood
and vote-buying.
While he has never been charged with
any oﬀences, and vigorously denies the
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allegations, it remains to be seen whether
he can hold together a fragile coalition.
Parallel governments have existed
since disputed elections in 2014: one
based in the eastern city of Tobruk, and
the other known as the Government of
National Accord in the capital, Tripoli.
In 2019 eastern forces under warlord
General Khalifa Haftar laid siege to Tripoli
for 16 months, but a fragile ceasefire has
held since October. It remains to be seen
whether he will back the new settlement.
Morning Star 
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