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GENDER INEQUALITY IN
THE WORKPLACE
Despite the achievements in the long struggle for
gender equality in Australia, significant structural
and cultural injustices remain, including widespread
gendered violence.
As described in a report by the Victorian Trades
Hall Council (VTHC) titled Women’s Rights at Work,
their research has shown that “gendered violence is
endemic in our workplaces.”
“Gendered violence is actions and behaviours which
express power inequalities between women and men
and cause physical, sexual, psychological or economic
harm to women. Gendered violence is violence perpetrated against women because they are women. It also
includes violence perpetuated against those who do
not conform to dominant gender stereotypes or those
who do not conform to socially accepted gender roles.”
Gendered workplace violence can include putdowns, verbal abuse, harassment, intimidation,
ostracism, sexual assault, rape, and many other forms.
The researchers conducted many discussions with
working women and found that forty-four per cent of
respondents reported facing discrimination, sixtyfour per cent have faced bullying and harassment,
and nineteen per cent made the decision to leave a
workplace due to “an unsafe work environment.”
Gendered violence is typically handled poorly in
Australian workplaces. According to WorkSafe, this
has led many women to have no confidence in their
employers when it comes to prevention and action.
This is unacceptable, and the lack of understanding
and willingness from employers is harmful. Inaction
or poor handling of these abuses is detrimental to
mental health and in some cases leads to people taking their own lives.
Misogynistic, homophobic, and other hate-fuelled
workplace cultures are some of the causes of this
violence.
In their report, the VTHC pointed to the role of
union members, delegates, and oﬃcials in working
to call out this violence and support its victims. This
is an important part of stopping gendered workplace
violence and building solidarity.
Gender inequalities, in the workplace and elsewhere, suit ruling class interests by pitting workers
against one another and justifying further exploitation of women on top of that faced by working men.
Furthermore, inequalities in the family and home
serve to integrate exploitation of unpaid labour, such
as housework and child-rearing, into the capitalist
system. It is in the interest of the entire working class
to combat the prejudices and behaviours which perpetuate this inequality.
The COVID-19 pandemic response has relied
heavily on frontline workers such as nurses, aged
care workers, teachers etc to ensure the health and
safety of millions (and billions globally). In Australia,
workers in these industries are disproportionately
female and disproportionately underpaid compared
to male-dominated industries with comparable levels
of qualification. These industries are already labourintensive under normal circumstances; during a
pandemic, the likes of which the world has not seen
in a century, this has been further exacerbated.
International Working Women’s Day is a day for
celebrating the achievements of women and the hard
struggles that have been won. We must continue to
work towards ending gendered violence and inequality
in all its forms.
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IWD GREETINGS FROM
CPA PRESIDENT
Vinnie Molina
On this important date in which the world
marks International Women’s Day, we reflect
on the contributions made by women in the
transformation of society.
As revolutionaries, we can’t ignore that without
the contribution made by women, we cannot make a
revolution. Women have been present in social change
since the beginning of time. In the CPA, women have
played key roles alongside men, and together they
have helped to build the Party of the working class.
During the pandemic, women have been heavily
aﬀected across the globe. In Australia, women have
been in front line jobs directly dealing with those
aﬀected by the pandemic and its consequences.
The Morrison government left many people
behind in dealing with the pandemic. It introduced
JobKeeper, JobMaker, increased the JobSeeker rate
and also introduced free child care. The reality is that
to keep the economy going workers were put at risk
because their job was essential. Many jobs were kept
going either face-to-face or from home for the sake of
profit-making. At the first opportunity, the government set about ending free child care and reducing
JobKeeper and JobSeeker. Women were the most
aﬀected by these measures.
In other societies, for example, in socialist Cuba,
women play an extraordinary role in fighting against
the US blockade and defending the revolution. Women
make up the majority of scientists in the country and
have been leaders in their own right since the beginning
of the revolution in 1959. They are on the frontline
in education, defence, health and have leading roles

in trade unions and government. In the Communist
Party, women also play leading roles and discrimination in the workplace and in the home is currently
being fought against.
In Australia, there are way too many instances
of domestic violence against women, and recently
allegations of rape and other gender-based abuses in
and around Parliament House have shone a light on
them. These must be investigated and perpetrators
dealt with. Most importantly we need to build a different type of society in which women are free from
discrimination and violence.
The Communist Party of Australia is committed
to gender equality and together as working-class
men and women we will work on our strategic aims
of changing capitalist Australia into a democratic,
dynamic and just socialist society for all.
Capitalism is not the end of history. Socialism is
a next step in the development of society but gender
equality like many other things will not come automatically. Instead we must all, men and women, fight for it.
On this 8th March we pay tribute to the many
great communist women who have dedicated their
lives to building a better society for all.
The CPA Central Committee elected Hannah Middleton in February 2009 as its first female General
Secretary. Many other women in the Party also play
leading roles in Party branches around the country.
I take this opportunity to welcome all the women
who have recently joined the ranks of the Communist
Party of Australia and who have committed to work
tirelessly building the working-class party to fight for a
better world. Happy International Women’s Day! 
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DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND ITS
SYSTEMIC PERPETRATION
Anna Pha
At least one child is killed by a parent
every month; one woman is murdered
every week by a partner or former partner; another hospitalised every three
hours. Domestic violence can be physically brutal or more hidden in its various non-physical forms. It is usually
inflicted on someone the perpetrator
claims to love. The violence is essentially about exerting power over and
controlling the victim. It is not gender-specified, but the overwhelming
majority of perpetrators are men, and
their victims are women.
According to the Australian Bureau of
Statistics (ABS): “An estimated one in six
Australian women (1.6mil or 17 per cent)
aged 18 years and over experienced partner
violence since the age of 15.” These are alarming statistics, yet the federal government still
fails to take the crisis seriously. It took Rosie
Batty, 2015 Australian of the Year, to bring
attention to its seriousness and the urgent
need for action.
Following the tragic loss of her son Luke,
Battie’s advocacy played a role in the establishment in 2015 of the Royal Commission
into Family Violence in Victoria. Since its
report in 2016 the Victorian government has
implemented many of its recommendations
and others are a work in progress.

PATTERN
Annette Gillespie, the head of Victoria’s
Safe Steps Family Violence Response Centre,
said there are two key attributes for family
or domestic violence to be present: “One
of them is that one party is in fear of the
other. The other is that the abuser uses a
planned, systematic approach to remove
a person’s confidence, support networks
and independence in order to highlight
their own power and control within the
relationship.”
“Sociodemographic variables that were
associated with higher rates of partner violence for women include single parenthood,
financial stress, unemployment, disability or
a long-term health condition, poor or fair
self-reported health status, and low levels
of life satisfaction,” Gillespie noted.
Domestic violence, family violence, or
intimate violence, as it is sometimes called,
aﬀects people from all walks of life, regardless of ethnic background, religion, level of
education, age, or relationship length.
Each year, in Australia, more than 20,000
women seek shelter in women’s refuges and
take out protection orders. This figure understates the extent of the problem as most victims do not come forward, for reasons such
as fear of retribution, feeling humiliated, or
not knowing where to turn.
There tends to be a pattern of behaviour
with the abuse increasing over time. [It can
be emotional, sexual, physical or even the
threat of violence to actual physical violence.]
Alcohol and other drugs can be a factor in
the escalation of abusive behaviour.
The longer a person remains in an abusive relationship, the higher the toll. It is
not uncommon for the victim to experience
depression, anxiety, self-doubt, post-traumatic stress disorder, and other impacts that can
be lasting and require ongoing professional

support. It can also have an impact on any
children in the relationship.

COERCIVE CONTROL
In more recent years, and in particular,
following the murder of Hannah Clarke and
her three children, the campaign has grown
for non-physical forms of domestic violence
to be recognised.
Coercive control is a form of domestic
violence or abuse in which a perpetrator
uses an ongoing system of behaviours to
dominate and control their victims. These
might be social, financial, psychological,
or threatening behaviour such as the use
of tracking devices (e.g. on phone or car),
controlling access to money, isolating them
from their friends and family, dictating what
they can wear, humiliating or insulting them.
This can have a devastating impact on
the independence, well-being and safety of
the victim. As a result, victims often report
feeling trapped and helpless. Research has
linked coercive behaviour as a lead-up to
homicide of an intimate partner or former
partner.

IMPACT OF PANDEMIC
A survey of 15,000 women by the Australian Institute of Criminology (AIC) during
the initial stages of the COVID-19 pandemic
found that almost 6 per cent (5.8 per cent)
of women experienced coercive control and
11.6 per cent reported experiencing at least
one form of emotionally abusive, harassing
or controlling behaviour.
“Many women, particularly those experiencing more serious or complex forms of
violence and abuse, reported safety concerns were a barrier to help-seeking,” the
AIC reported.
“We conclude that the pandemic was
associated with an increased risk of violence
against women in current cohabiting relationships, most likely from a combination of
economic stress and social isolation.”

LAW FAILING WOMEN
The Hannah Clarke case is one of many
examples where the law and failed. Domestic
violence orders (DVOs) are easily breached
by perpetrators obsessed with gaining access
to children or harming (former) partners.

All too often, it is too late when breaches
are discovered or acted on.
The emotional issues are complex, making
it diﬃcult for a woman to extricate herself
from a dangerous situation. It becomes even
more so when children are involved, such as
when a father seeks the right to have access
to his children.
There has been a general failure by police
to understand and recognise the seriousness of domestic violence towards women.
This is reinforced by systemic sexism that
still permeates much of society, including a
number of politicians.
The trade union movement, on its part,
has had considerable success in campaigning for and winning domestic violence leave
from work. The Fair Work Commission has
determined that all workers are now entitled to five days unpaid family and domestic
violence leave each year. Some unions have
won paid leave.
This was an important step in making it
easier to find accommodation, consult legal,
financial, counselling, and other services,
or look for another school for children, etc.

ECONOMIC
INDEPENDENCE VITAL
Lack of economic independence is a
critical factor in tying many women to their
persecutors, especially when the shortage of
refuges means no safe place to flee. Far too
often finances are not separate, the perpetrator may control them, or it may just be
too diﬃcult to leave without an alternative
source of income and accommodation.
In a tightly controlled relationship, it may
be diﬃcult to even source or access services
that are available. This has been the situation
during the pandemic.

LOSS OF FAMILY COURT
Parliament passed legislation on 17th
February “merging” the Family Court with
the Federal Circuit Court in a move that was
strongly opposed by many women’s and
legal organisations such as the Law Council
of Australia and Women’s Legal Services
Australia. In eﬀect, the Family Court has
been abolished. (Guardian #1951)
The outcome is that complex family

Lack of economic independence is a critical
factor in tying many women to their
persecutors, especially when the shortage
of refuges means no safe place to flee.

matters will be handled by a court lacking
the specialist and experienced staﬀ with the
necessary training to be able to respond in
a sensitive manner. The outcome will be a
huge setback for the women and children
involved. Waiting times will increase due
to under-staﬃng.
The cuts to funding, changes to lending
laws, and the abolition of Family Court are
all attacks on women. In line with other government policies, such as treatment of sole
parents, the majority of victims are women.
But they are not just “any” women. These
are women who “failed” in the eyes of the
conservative “Christian” model of a woman
to be the obedient wife and homemaker they
should be and remain dutifully at the side of
their husband. If he is violent towards her,
it must be a result of her behaviour.
Thus, she is not seen as the victim but
is to blame for the break-up of a marriage.
That is why the Coalition strongly
opposed the Family Court with its introduction of no-fault divorces by the Whitlam government in 1975. Previous to that the system
worked to the overall advantage of men.

TIME FOR ACTION
Policy should be focused on the prevention and early intervention with support
for the victims. It must include extensive
education programs starting at school, and
the alleviation the many socio-economic
stresses in life, changing cultural attitudes,
even religious norms.
Policy should include:
• Mandatory training of police, lawyers,
judicial oﬃcers, frontline health
workers, child protection workers, and
other family service workers to be able
to identify and handle appropriately
instances of domestic violence
• Provision of aﬀordable public housing,
jobs creation, a living wage, free child
care, free access to legal and mental
health services
• Increasing the level of JobSeeker
• Adequate funding and provision for
crisis centres, refuges and ongoing
accommodation, counselling, legal,
family, and other services
• Indigenous communities controlling
programs, services and determining
their needs
• Restoration of the Family Court with
improvements to its operation, adequate
funding, and specialist staﬀ
• Restoration of responsible lending laws.
There is still too much violence, much
of it unreported, lack of funding and lack
of political will to address the situation.
That must change. So must the system that
engenders it.
If you or someone you know is impacted by
sexual assault, family or domestic violence,
call 1800RESPECT on 1800 737 732 or
www.1800RESPECT.org.au
In an emergency, call 000. 
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ROLL OVER, ROLL OVER
FOR $43.57 A DAY!

Photo: Karleen Minney

B A Ford
When I imagine cabinet ministers meeting with
stakeholders to discuss JobSeeker, I see a bunch
of terrifying posh people pushing reports and
numbers aside for the night to drink, laugh and
celebrate their insidious genius.
A raise for the first time since the ’90s! Something
many of us relying on social security benefits have
been wanting for years. When the government first
started releasing its JobSeeker raise teaser trailer, a
lot of us waited with bated breath hoping just maybe
we will have a living income. A lot of us were already
struggling to make ends meet, and with the final cut
to the temporary COVID supplement at the end of
March 2021, we’d be back to living oﬀ $40 a day or,
more likely, $10 a day when you consider rent and
bills eat up over half of our income.
But now we don’t have to worry anymore! No more
living oﬀ $40 a day. Now we get the luxury of $43.57
a day! Everyone gets on their knees and praises the
Liberal government, grovels at their display of humanity, their endless charity! Our first raise since the ’90s!
The Morrison government will go down in history!
Wrong. We aren’t thankful, we aren’t happy, and
we certainly don’t have a living income. An extra $3.57
a day feels like exactly what it is: a spit in the face.
It gets worse. This act of poisonous charity in
the form of a $50 per fortnight raise for JobSeeker
recipients is not all. Alongside this, the government
is introducing what has been termed “DobSeeker.”
DobSeeker is a phone line that allows an employer
to report a JobSeeker recipient if they turn down a job.
This addition to the mutual obligations of JobSeeker,
means that it will be even harder for unemployed and

underemployed people to turn down work if the pay
is too low, the working conditions are too poor, or if
the potential employer is unsafe. Our $43.75 per day
of income is held hostage and we can only receive
it if we roll over for the bosses and suspend all our
rights as workers.
The Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU)
President Michelle O’Neil rightfully pointed out how
harmful this could be for women. She said if women
experience behaviour that is unsafe in an interview,
such as sexual harassment, “the employer would
have all the power and be able to dob them in and
then they’d lose their benefits, their survival income.”
March 2021 not only marks the end of the remaining COVID Supplement, but it also marks the end of
JobKeeper. Despite its issues, JobKeeper has been
keeping both small businesses and workers afloat
during COVID-19. The threat of COVID-19 isn’t over,
and lockdowns are still a recent memory as well as
a future possibility. This, partnered with the worker
caps and density quotients in Victoria for example,
means that not everyone is back at work.
In a statement made by the ACTU in the middle of
February, President Michelle O’Neil stated that 1.5 mil
workers are still relying on JobKeeper. Two million
unemployed and underemployed people are relying on
the federal government to keep them afloat, and the
government is wiping its hands of all responsibility.
It’s a rough time for both employed, underemployed, and unemployed workers out there. Since the
beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic we have seen
attack after attack on us as the government and the
Big Bosses bully us into paying for the crisis. Attacks
are being conducted on all fronts, so it is imperative
we stand up, fight back. 

STOP THESE PROPOSED ANTI-WORKER LAWS
These Senators can stop the anti-worker Omnibus Bill:
Jacqui Lambie, Malcolm Roberts, Pauline Hanson, Stirling Griff & Rex Patrick

Tell them to vote No in the Senate
go to: www.stopthebus.com.au

NO SPACE FOR
TRANSPHOBIA
ON IWD
Bree Booth and
Valentin Cartillier
On the 8th of March, cities
across the world will hold rallies in support of International
Women’s Day (IWD). IWD is
a celebration of women and
a day of solidarity and action
around women’s issues. However, this year the self-proclaimed “feminist” organisers
of the Brisbane/Meanjin rally
chose to use it as a platform
to promote transphobia and
entrench outdated oppressive
notions of gender roles.
IWD has a radical history. It
was established in 1910 by the
International Socialist Women’s
Conference, immediately prior to
the meeting of the Second International. On 8th March 1917 (the 23rd
February on the Gregorian calendar
then in use), Russian women went
on strike demanding an end to
World War I, food shortages, and
ultimately the Tsarist regime. The
seven days of civil unrest which
followed are now known as the
February Revolution, which culminated in the abdication of the
Tsar, and paved the way for the
October Revolution. IWD has been
celebrated on 8th March ever since.
Against this backdrop, it is all
the more egregious that the organisers of the Brisbane/Meanjin rally
are using their platform to exclude
trans women from IWD celebrations. The Facebook page for the
event is filled with trans-exclusionary statements and multiple links to
a transphobic website that invites
cis [cis gender – opposite of trans
gender] women to share stories of
times they have felt threatened by
trans women.

Trans-exclusionary radical
feminists (TERFs) reduce feminity
to biological sex. But since gender
doesn’t map on neatly to “biological
sex,” this analysis cannot account
for the material reality of being a
woman and how that reality intersects with queerness, race, and
class. Reductive gender politics
harms all women by entrenching
traditional stereotypes of what a
woman should look like, how she
should behave and what she should
aspire to.
Womanhood is an ideological
construct that serves capitalist
modes of production, and the imposition of that construct upon some
people and the exclusion of others
from it, has material consequences.
TERFism divides the working class
by teaching cis women that it is
trans women, not a society that
teaches cis men to treat them as
property, who poses as the real
threat to their safety.
The reality is that trans women
are more likely to be the victims of
violence – on both an individual
and structural level – than the
perpetrators. They are far more
likely to experience homelessness, low income, and violence.
The likelihood increases again for
trans women of colour.
If the working class does not
stand up for our trans and nonbinary comrades, we ignore the
real conditions which keep us
oppressed. While we blame the
victims of violence for the perpetration of it, and ignore the reality
of gender-based discrimination,
the cause of women cannot be
advanced. Radical change demands
we stand in solidarity with our
trans comrades and say no to
transphobia. 
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Report: Politics in the Pub Perth

“FIGHTING FOR THE FUTURE –
CLASS AND CLIMATE”
Richard Titelius
On Thursday the 25th of February 2021, Politics in the Pub
(Perth) discussed Climate
Change and the environment
– the pressing issue of our
times, and how we deal with
it will determine humankind’s
future. The session was chaired
by Elizabeth Hulm, CPA Perth
branch secretary who quoted
from the new booklet, Fighting
for the Future, by Dr Hannah
Middleton, stating: “Climate
change will not aﬀect everyone
equally. The poorest and most
vulnerable will be hardest hit
as sea levels rise, storms intensify, and droughts and unpredictable weather patterns rob
farmers of their livelihoods.”
The first speaker was Anthony
Collins, from 350.org.au, the lead
author of the report, “Captured
State,” released last year. One of
the aspects covered in the report
is the close relationship between
the McGowan government and
the gas lobby, specifically the two
biggest corporations, Woodside
and Chevron. Collins said that WA
was the greatest source of carbon
emissions in Australia, and just five
facilities produced twenty-seven
per cent of all WA’s emissions. The
closeness of the relationship was
demonstrated in 2019 by Premier
Mark McGowan’s attendance at
a board meeting of Woodside.
This coincided with the Woodside
board awaiting a decision from

the McGowan government on its
operations. Collins highlighted that
a revolving door between industry
and government was evident by
looking at appointments which
saw four out of the last five WA
governments employing staﬀ from
the oil and gas industry to work
as consultants and senior public
servants.
The next speaker, environmental activist Paddy Cullen, said that
for 80,000 years we had a good
relationship with the environment. However, anthropogenic
climate change has brought rising
sea levels to low lying areas of the
world, desertification, forest fires,
floods, and landslides in other

regions and melting permafrost
and ice in the world’s arctic regions.
These changes lead to stress on our
natural world, leading to species
loss such as the numbat of which
only 1000 exist in the wild in WA.
WA is a global biodiversity zone,
but resolute action is needed to
preserve the habitats upon which
the plants and animals depend.
The third speaker was John
Fegebank, a student activist who
raised the idea that capitalists
themselves could be divided into
two camps: denialists or opportunists, neither of which want to take
real action on the climate crisis. In
the denialist camp, media magnates
such as Rupert Murdoch and Kerry

Stokes deny the issue as it would
hurt their profits and interests. They
downplay and confuse the issue
by saying there has always been
climate change, that the science
is not settled, that disagreements
continue on the causes.
Opportunists, represented by
figures such as Richard Branson,
Bill Gates, and Elon Musk, try
to project the image of not being
directly involved while enhancing
their profitability by being involved
in ongoing exploitation. Elon Musk
has embarked on a space race, but
as Fegebank said, we have a good
planet here and need take action to
address the profit motive that got
us into this mess in the first place.

Hulm concluded that what is
needed is a socialist revolution. A
better world is possible, a world
where decisions about production are based on human needs,
not generating profits for the few
and where we will no longer rely
on carbon-based fuels producing
energy.
The CPA advocates socialism
where decisions about what is produced and how it is produced are
based on meeting human need and
are made by those who produce.
Fighting for the Future is available from the CPA Shop (orders
by email: info@cpa.org.au $6 plus
P&H). 

STOP THE OMNIBUS! – ACT NOW!
The Coalition government is not wasting any time in pushing ahead with
its anti-union, anti-worker industrial
relations Omnibus bill. On Tuesday the
23th of February, it used its majority
to ram the bill through the House of
Representatives. Labor, the Greens,
Bob Katter, and Independents Andrew
Wilkie, Helen Haines and Rebekah
Sharkie voted against the bill.
The trade union movement has been
campaigning hard, encouraging workers
and trade unions to put pressure on the
Senate cross-benchers to defeat the bill.
The Victorian Trades Hall Council ran a
well-attended Online Picket Line to stop
the Omnibus on Monday the 1st of March.
The Morrison government is hell-bent
on rushing through laws to cut workers’
wages, working conditions, and rights
at work. The bill must be defeated in the
Senate, where cross-benchers have the
deciding votes.
The Fair Work Amendment (Supporting Australia’s Jobs and Economic
Recovery) Bill 2020, as the bill’s dishonestly named, will slash wages and working
conditions, and reduce living standards of
millions of families, resulting in a surge
in homelessness and hindered economic
recovery.
What a way to thank the frontline workers who put their lives on
the line during the pandemic! We
should not forget the debt owed to the
essential workers of our country.
The working people of Australia do
not deserve cuts to wages and workplace
rights. Working people sacrificed so
much in 2020:
• Millions lost their jobs

• Millions lost hours and had their
income slashed
• Many have exhausted all their paid
leave
• Many have exhausted all their savings
• 3.3 mil people needed to raid their
super
• Many were forced to turn to charities,
friends and family to survive.
We do not deserve cuts to our
pay and rights in 2021.
Meanwhile, even during a pandemic,
big business profits continue to rise,
executives keep paying themselves big
bonuses, the jobs that have come back
are casual. Wage “growth” is at an alltime low. Between the week ending the
14th of March 2020 and the week ending
on the 30th of January 2021, total wages
decreased by 3.4 per cent. (ABS)
“Working people have been the heroes
of the pandemic. Millions of workers paid
a high price to get us through and don’t
deserve to be punished by this dangerous
and extreme legislation,” the ACTU said.
Instead of supporting workers who
have sacrificed so much, the government
wants to inflict more pain with the aim
of boosting the profits of its big business
mates.
The cross-benchers need to realise
that the legislation hurts families, and
won’t heal the economy.
The ACTU points to the worst features
of the bill:
How will the new laws worsen
casual worker rights?
• Employers will have power to define
any job as casual through individual
employment contracts
• Proposals for casuals to convert to

permanent work are very easy for
employers to avoid.
How will part-time workers be
impacted?
• Part-time workers will lose certainty
over their hours
• Part-time workers will have their pay
cut, losing their right to overtime pay
• Part-time workers will be treated like
casuals but without the usual casual
loading.
How will retail, hospitality and
fast-food workers be impacted?
• Employers will be able to direct workers
to perform duties that are not part of
their usual work.
• Employers will be able to direct workers
to work at diﬀerent locations
• The independent umpire (Fair Work
Commission) will no longer be able
to stop employers from making
unreasonable demands.
This will first apply in twelve awards,
including retail, hospitality, and fast food
but can be extended everywhere.
How will construction workers
and workers on big construction
projects be impacted?
• Workers on big building projects can
be denied any say over their wages or
rights
• Multinationals will be able to dictate
pay and workplace rights to Australian
workers; this is exactly what the big
mining companies and developers have
demanded
• If workers on these projects have a
problem and a multinational refuses
to fix it, the workers can’t ask the
independent umpire to fix it, and they
face huge fines if they stop work.

Won’t these changes create more
jobs?
• No. Not one single change is related to
increasing job creation, productivity or
wages.
• All of the changes shift more power
to employers when bargaining. It is
already extremely hard to win pay
increases in line with productivity
increases, as evidenced by wage
increases seriously lagging productivity
increases.
• In Australia, jobs are created through
consumer spending. Workers with less
job security and uncertainty about their
income will spend less, and that will
reduce job creation.
• Over the years, workers’ rights have
been removed and income (like penalty
rates) have been cut – but not an extra
single job has been proven to have been
created by wage-cuts or fewer rights.
The proposed law changes will make
this worse.
Sign the petition at

fortheworkers.australianunions.org.au

Lobby the cross-benchers in the
Senate: One Nation (Pauline Hanson &
Malcolm Roberts), Centre Alliance (Nick
Xenophon), Lambie Network (Jacqui
Lambie), Patrick Team (Rex Patrick). The
Labor Party and Greens have thirty-five
seats compared with the Coalition’s thirty-six. Hence, it is necessary to win over
three of the five cross-benchers to defeat
the bill. The government will have been
negotiating hard, oﬀering who knows
what sweeteners to buy votes.
KILL THE BILL!
STOP THE OMNIBUS! 
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Red Women is a series of biographies of revolutionary Australian
women entered in a competition organised by the Communist Party
of Australia as part of the Party’s centenary celebrations. On the
occasion of International Women’s day the Guardian has published
three of those entries on pages eight, nine, and ten. The full set of
entries is a available in a pamphlet from the CPA. To order your copy
write, email or phone the CPA: 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW
2010; info@cpa.org.au; 02 9699 8844.

RED WOMEN: JOAN WILLIAMS –
AUTHOR, PEACE ACTIVIST AND
FIGHTER FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS
Eileen Whitehead
When awarded the Order of Australia medal in 1996, Joan Williams accepted it on behalf of “her
unrecognised sisters who serve
the community.” So perhaps it is
fitting she takes her place among
other communist women in this
Red Women Celebration to mark
100 years of the Communist Party
of Australia.
Coming from the regions in Western
Australia, Joan was born in Coolgardie
in 1916. Growing up in Kendenup, Joan
became politically active at a young age
in the 1920s.
The secret of what motivated her
along a path in activism is most likely
archived among her many writings and
poems. Did her political consciousness
lead her into journalism, or is that
where it developed? Perhaps those who
knew her well give us an inkling. One
friend described her as a woman with
a genuine interest in people, a great
communicator and thinker knowing
from a young age what was important
in life and ahead of her time.
Whatever came first, as a young
journalist, she surrounded herself with
left-wing thinkers, other journalists,
writers and artists. With an already
developed political consciousness,
Joan found a friend and mentor in
Katharine Susannah Prichard and in
1938, founded the Modern Women’s
Club with her. They became lifelong
friends with mutual respect of each
other’s work.
In 1965 Katharine chose Joan to
edit her book On Strenuous Wings, a
collection of her works.
Out of her commitment to bringing about social change, Joan joined
the Communist Party of Australia in
1939. She quickly took up many struggles playing a leading role in the West
Australian and national political scene,
and through her writings and poetry
internationally. She did this under her
pen name Justina Williams, writing
short stories, historical works, poems,
biography and autobiography.
As a political leader Joan was passionate about peace, social justice,
equality, indigenous rights and protection of the environment. She was well
recognised in her early activism as a
champion for women’s equality and
maintained a lifelong commitment to
it. Joan not only played a role but was
a leader, founding several committees
and movements.
She was a member of the International Women’s Day Committee, on
the West Australian Council for Equal
Pay and a founder of the Women’s
Electoral Lobby and a member of the
Union of Australian Women. She stood
up strongly against violence against
women and for equal opportunity.
She also fought for a woman’s right to
abortion, going as far as describing her
own experience in detail to thousands
at a rally.
By the 1950s, Joan showed her

militancy around workers’ rights, forming a WA-based committee – the Waterside Workers’ Federation Women’s
Committee to support strike action.
At the same time, she further
ramped up her leadership of the
environmental and peace movements
campaigning for nuclear disarmament,
against the presence of the US military
base near Exmouth, for peace and
against war. Her rage showed in her
many writings, and her poetry packed
a punch. Her poem “Not in My name,”
written during the first Iraq war in 1991,
was adopted internationally and can
still be heard being recited at peace
rallies today.
She maintained the struggle for
peace throughout her life and by 1980
was the Secretary of the Australian
Peace Committee.
In her autobiography, Joan, referring to a time in the ’70s, gave a personal perspective to the working-class
struggle and struggle for women’s
rights saying:
“A new generation had come into
action and we who had struggled
in the past were with them.
Strangely, they knew little of the
patient work, and the sacrifices of
earlier workers for equality, who
for years had been chipping away
at male bastion.”

She noted:
“[...] they eagerly learned of the
struggles of the suﬀragettes in
England, as if there had been
nothing in between.”

Joan posed the question: “How
was it that they knew of Alexandra
Kollontai, but not of strong Australian women whose courage had opened
doors to the unions and professions,
the radical activists in whose steps we
were treading today?” So, it is essential
then that her story and those of other
Red Women be told.
Her life took her from Coolgardie, Kendenup, Melbourne, Moscow,
London and Albany and finally Perth,
where there is a park named in her
honour to acknowledge her time as a
Councillor from 1973-77. Joan married
twice, firstly to fellow journalist Peter
Thomas and later to fellow communist
Vic Williams in 1946, and together they
led the Perth branch of the CPA.
Joan Williams: a writer and journalist, a fighter for peace, social justice,
workers’ rights, women’s rights, and
Aboriginal rights; a mother, lover,
daughter, a comrade.
Joan was a mentor to all in the CPA
WA branch, mentoring younger members to take on roles such as treasurer
for the Communist Party of Australia’s
continuity in Western Australia.
After her death in 2008, the CPA
WA branch paid its respects to Joan
as a true communist who dedicated
her life to the working-class struggle.
A life well lived that should be an
example for all of us who strive to bring
about a better world. 

Not in My Name
Not in my name,
My woman’s name,
Not one drop of blood be shed for oil
That makes some billionaires and sets the Middle East aflame...
But in my name,
In every woman’s name send home great armies
Of the black and dispossessed,
Warships and bombers turn around.
Peace in my name.
Justina Williams
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RED WOMEN: KATHARINE
SUSANNAH PRICHARD
Eileen Whitehead
The historical period in which
Katharine Susannah Prichard grew
up proved tumultuous politically. She
was born in 1883 in Levuka, Fiji, where
her father Tom worked as a newspaper
editor: his ongoing search for work taking him and his family to Launceston
and then Melbourne where he worked
as editor of the Sun newspaper.
Her family was to experience hard times
due to her father’s uncertain employment
and subsequent fits of depression, which
she blamed on the social system. Even at a
young age, she was aware of the dichotomy of
the social structures: extreme poverty on the
one hand and obscene wealth on the other.
Although intellectually gifted, her family’s
poverty meant her brothers would benefit
from further education while Katharine, who
had gained University entrance, was forced
to become a governess. Undeterred, she
attended night lectures at the University of
Melbourne studying, amongst other things,
economics and the history and policy of the
Australian Labor Party.
She also became interested in the Fabian
Society of George Bernard Shaw and the
Webbs, Guild Socialism, Syndicalism, and
the anarchism of Kropotkin. Her philosophical reading led her away from Christianity
to Rationalism and from Plato, Socrates
and Epictetus to Buddhism, Theosophy and
Christian Science.
Katharine’s love of literature fed her
lifelong habit of keeping journals, eventually
leading to a successful literary career. She
inherited a democratic, humanist tradition
extended – through her plays and novels –
by the complexities of the early twentieth
century.
She had been horrified by life in the
slums of Melbourne and hearing stories
reported by the Anti-Sweating League of
young women working long hours on highpressure machines for low wages. She learnt
of women being forced to submit to sexual
advances from bosses in order to take work
home to earn an extra shilling making clothes.
And her later novels and plays reflected these
inequalities.
Her father’s death from suicide in 1907
saw her leave to work in London, Paris
and North America as a journalist. In 1913,
she published a small collection of poetry,

Clovelly Verses and in 1915, won £250 in
Hodder & Stoughton’s All-Empire novel
competition, for The Pioneers, based on her
Australian notebooks.
Both brothers served in the First World
War. The loss of her elder brother, Alan,
hardened her resolve to work for peace and
“oppose political and economic intrigues
that foster the barbarous insanity of war.”
The Russian Revolution introduced
her to the theories of Marx and Engels:
she had found her system of thought for a
reorganisation of the social system. Poverty,
oppression and war had left a great impression on Katharine Susannah Prichard: she
understood the importance of “mateship”
and unionism to the working class, and her
work reflected this by perpetuating the distinctive Australian culture.
Injustice shaped her consciousness and,
engrossed by the philosophy of Marx and
influenced by the improvements the Bolshevik Revolution had gained for the Russian people, Katharine later helped found
the Communist Party of Australia in 1920.
Her artistic inspiration constantly interacted with her political analysis of a rapidly
changing Australia, as seen in her novels
and plays: always revealing the society in
which she lived. Her first published writings
had appeared in New Idea in 1903, which
published “Bush Fires”, a prize-winning love
story. However, in 1908, she wrote a semiautobiographical children’s novel, The Wild
Oats of Han, not published until 1928. In
it her resentment of poverty and the actual
experience of her family having to sell their
best furniture became the focus.
In 1916, while in London, she met Lieutenant Hugo (Jim) Throssell, VC, and they
later married in 1919, settling in Greenmount
outside Perth, WA. Here Katharine established a labour study circle before giving
birth to son Ric Throssell in 1922.
Four years later, the publication of Working Bullocks secured her reputation – in the
mould of Lawrence and Hardy – as a writer
capable of revealing the essence of Australia.
It dramatised the lives of timber workers in
the Karri forests of the South West of WA,
demonstrating the essence of the alienating process which denies working people
the product of their labour: becoming the
bullocks.
Katharine won the Triad Play Competition with her powerful political play, Brumby

Innes, in 1927, dealing with sexism, racism,
class injustice and the rape of the environment. A more controversial novel Coonardoo,
followed in 1929 – probably the first novel to
humanise indigenous culture – dealing with
the injustice of the attempted destruction of
an entire people.
The 1920s were Katharine’s most productive time when she wrote her most adventurous novels, stories and plays. At this time,
as an active communist, she helped organise
unemployed workers and left-wing women’s
groups. During the 1930s, she actively campaigned to support the Spanish Republic and
other socialist causes.
Many diﬀerences of opinion were had
between her and other Communist writers such as Frank Hardy and Judah Leon
Waten about applying socialist realism in
Australian fiction. Also, her commitment
to left-wing politics did not endear her to
conservative social society dominating the
Perth art scene at the time and, throughout
her life, she endured a certain social exclusion. Her friends were other free-thinking
intellectuals, also challenging social norms
at the time.
While in the Soviet Union in 1933, collecting material for The Real Russia, a booklength polemical pamphlet, Katharine’s
husband committed suicide – as had many
others during the Great Depression. His real
estate business and other ventures had left
the family in colossal debt.
On her return, Katharine became involved
with the Movement Against War and Fascism (MAWF) founded that year. Before
her trip, she had written a draft of Intimate
Strangers, in which the male character,
Greg Blackwood, had suicided. Concerned
that this might be construed as influencing
Jim’s suicide, she altered the ending and
deferred its publication until 1937.
During the 1930s, Katharine was an
unremitting worker for the Communist Party,
writing Who Wants War (1935), and agitprop
plays such as Women of Spain (1937) and
Penalty Clause (1940). With Jean Devanny,
she set up the Writers’ League in 1935 and
was a founding member of the Western
Australian branch of the Fellowship of Australian Writers. Her novel, Moon of Desire
was written in 1941 aimed at Hollywood in
an attempt to relieve her debts.
Renting out her cottage in 1942, Katharine
moved to Sydney to be closer to her son, Ric,
who was serving in the military and allowing

her to serve on the Central Committee of the
Communist Party of Australia. After the war,
she came close to selling the cottage to pay
Jim’s outstanding debts, but, fortunately, a
friend intervened and paid the debt for her.
Katharine wrote Potch and Colour (1944)
during the war and became co-editor of Australian New Writing (1943-46). Her major
work, however, was her Goldfields Trilogy:
The Roaring Nineties (1946), Golden Miles
(1948), and Winged Seeds (1950).
They provide a substantial reconstruction of social and personal histories that,
although set in the Goldfields from 1890
to 1946, reflected her political philosophy
that no-one is immune from war, disease
and the ruthless struggle for wealth and
power, which sweeps the mass of people
into a maelstrom of economic and national
crises. It shows her experience of the eﬀect
of war – the damage to her own husband
shown in the character of Dick, returning
broken and changed.
Winged Seeds continues with the next
generation of the Gough family experiencing
the threat of global events – the Depression
followed by WW2. The torch of socialism
is introduced by the grandson organising
his fellow miners before another world war
engulfs them.
Aged eighty-four, her last novel Subtle
Flame, was published in 1967 with, once
again, her humanity, compassion and reverence for life to the fore. Set in Melbourne
towards the end of the Korean War and
around the Peace Conference of 1959, it’s
a story about the inner meaning of life and
the struggle of “man’s” integrity and the
influence of society.
It’s poignant in that it’s about an Editor
of an important Melbourne newspaper, considering her father had held the same position. The book is a passionate plea for world
peace and is now considered an important
social document.
Katharine Susannah Prichard died at her
home in Greenmount in 1969, and her ashes
were scattered in the surrounding hills. She
pioneered the Australian novel as a viable art
form. In a letter written to Vic Williams, she
hoped her works would help people realise
the future they could create for Australia.
What would she make of that country today
where inequality is even worse, where greed
and materialism are gods, and our government spends billions on armaments? 
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RED WOMEN: PAULINE MITCHELL
– 60 YEARS A WORKING CLASS
AND PEACE ACTIVIST
Romina Beitseen
I first met comrade Pauline Mitchell in
late 1980s or early 1990s at Palm Sunday rallies and the Socialist Party of
Australia, later the Communist Party
of Australia, meetings.
I got to know her better when I joined
the Campaign for International Cooperation
and Disarmament (CICD) in mid/late 2011.
Pauline told me how she became politically involved with the Party and the peace
movement when she moved to Melbourne
from Alice Springs in the 1950s.
She also spoke about this on the occasion
of the 50th anniversary of the CICD, in 1999.
Pauline is recognised as the person who
first alerted Australians to the establishment
of the United States secret military intelligence base at Pine Gap.
In the 1950s, Pauline lived in Alice
Springs, working for the local paper, the Centralian Advocate. She noticed the arrival of
US Air Force engineers who brought a large
caravan bristling with electronic equipment,
a caravan that was out of bounds to Australian government employees. US planes
were landing at Alice Springs airport with
high-ranking military personnel and heavy
equipment, tractors, and cranes on them. A
friend told Pauline he was blindfolded one
day and taken out to the US base to fix some
equipment, then blindfolded and brought
back to town again.
She realised that her taxes were funding
armaments, and she was particularly concerned as she witnessed the establishment
of this secret US military intelligence base
at Pine Gap.
When Pauline moved to Melbourne in
the late 1950s, she could not find any reference in any local papers about the presence
of an American military base in Australia.
However, she got the story out through the
Melbourne Unitarian Peace Memorial Church
and so became perhaps the first person to
alert the Australian public to the establishment of the secret US base at Pine Gap.
Pauline, at this time, became active in the
peace movement, Union of Australian Women
(UAW), and the Melbourne Unitarian Peace
Memorial Church. She was involved in the
organisation of the founding conference of
CICD and became a long-time peace activist
and organiser of this organisation.
The Australian and New Zealand Congress for International Co-operation and
Disarmament (ANZCICD), later known as
the Congress for International Co-operation
and Disarmament (CICD) was established at

an International Peace Congress staged in
Melbourne in 1959. It was set up to support
the ideals of the World Congress for Disarmament and International Co-operation held
in Stockholm in 1958.
The ANZCICD of 1959 was the broadest
based peace congress up to that time and laid
the foundation for an ongoing organisation
tapping new avenues of support. Victoria had
a long history of peace movements, from
the actions against conscription during the
First World War, to the Council against War
and Fascism before the Second World War.
One such organisation, the Victorian Peace
Council, was instrumental in setting up CICD
in 1959. It was disbanded soon after, leaving only its VPC Research and Information
Centre in existence until 1964.
Since its inception in 1959, the CICD has
actively campaigned for peace and disarmament, acting most notably as a co-ordinating
facility for anti-Vietnam war protests, and
rallies including the Vietnam Moratorium
(1970-1972), Palm Sunday Peace Rallies,
opposition to French Nuclear Testing (1990s),
and for No Gulf Wars. Its members have also
been active in campaigns against US bases
in Australia including Pine Gap, Nurrungar,
Omega, North West Cape, and anti-nuclear
test protests.
CICD has played a leading role in Australian campaigns for peace and reconciliation of
nations and many other notable campaigns
over many years. CICD also supports Abolition 2000, an international anti-nuclear
movement campaigning for the abolition
and banning of nuclear weapons.
CICD continues to be active around
various campaigns, including opposition
to nuclear proliferation and weapons of
mass destruction, support for humanitarian
disarmament, the protection of free speech
against surveillance and intimidation, and
the promotion of democratic, sustainable
trade policy.
Pauline co-presented the Alternative
News each week on ABC Access Radio
3ZZ, together with Bruce McPhie, another
dedicated CICD member and peace activist
from about 1973 until the station was forcibly closed down by the new conservative
government in 1975, and then the program
transferred to Community Radio 3CR.
Bruce left in 1978, but Pauline continued
the 15-minute program almost every single
week for 37 years. Her radio program was
popular because she could distil and convey
often-complex political issues simply and
from the people’s perspective.
She produced a politically charged

insightful radio program that detailed developments in the peace movement, community
struggles, and international conflicts with a
clear anti-imperialist perspective.
Listeners were presented with an upto-date, clear explanation of the role of the
military, human rights abuses, our foreign
aﬀairs acquiescence, US dictates and viciousness with her own form of satire.
Her love of the people drove a life of
struggle against the war machine and the
leaders who used it to subjugate them and
destroy life, security, and freedom. She had
the ability to link war and conquest to its
imperialist agenda clearly. Such was her
exceptional commitment and dedication.
Through articles in the Peace 2000 magazine
of the Campaign for International Cooperation and Disarmament (CICD), she also
produced for very many years.
The Alternative News was re-launched
in December 2013 and was dedicated to
Pauline’s memory. The program has been
presented every week by Romina Beitseen
and Andrew Irving, and more recently, with
a number of new younger team members.
For over 50 years, Pauline was a leading
Party member, worker, peace organiser and
for 16 years was secretary of CICD. Established in 1959, CICD is one of Australia’s
longest-serving peace organisations. Pauline
was an influential leader and activist in the
peace movement as well as being a political

leader, maintaining the CICD’s strong working-class connections and anti-imperialist
political line.
Pauline was a member of the old CPA and
became a foundation member of the Socialist Party of Australia, now the current CPA.
Pauline was one of those Communists
who dedicated herself 100 per cent to the
people’s cause for peace and social justice
despite the many struggles and strains.
She continued to work in the CICD oﬃce
three or four days a week up until the age
of 81. From mid to late 2011, she no longer
was able to climb the stairs at Trades Hall
in Melbourne. But even then, she continued
to come into meetings and she always did
the radio program.
Pauline’s final contribution was that she
nominated to donate her body to Melbourne
University.
For those of us who were fortunate to
know her, we will always remember what
a unique and special person Pauline was,
a selfless and tireless activist who always
worked for the good of all. Her commitment
was admirable, inspiring, and unforgettable.
Her passion for change was clear and she
was a great communicator.
Pauline remained committed all her life,
and so should we, to a world of peace and
social justice. 

Pauline became
perhaps the first
person to alert the
Australian public to
the establishment of
the secret US base
at Pine Gap.
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WE NEED A WORKING CLASS
CLIMATE PLAN, NOT CAPITALIST
GREENWASHING
People’s Voice Editorial
They took all the trees
And put them in a tree museum
Then they charged the people
A dollar and a half just to see ’em

So wrote Joni Mitchell in 1970.
She, of course, meant this as irony – a
slap-down to the “chop it – pave it – sell it”
economy, as well as to the hyper-consumerist
culture that emerges from (and supports) it.
Based on his government’s shiny new
climate plan, it doesn’t seem like Justin
Trudeau gets irony.
Announced to much fanfare in early
December, the new plan isn’t new at all.
Instead, it’s a rehash of the same old capitalist
logic, focused on pricing carbon emissions
rather than decisive action to cut emissions
in the sectors producing them. Turning pollution into just another cost of production will
not only transfer the burden to the working
class but will also facilitate the growth of
huge corporations, as they absorb smaller
companies that can’t eﬃciently adapt.
Of the 693 megatonnes of carbon emissions produced in this country last year,
thirty-seven per cent were from industry,
including the oil and gas industry. The
twenty-five largest carbon emitting facilities produced 118 megatonnes – more than
seventeen per cent of the total. Of these,
eight are coal fired electricity generating
plants. The other seventeen are tarsands,
steel, refining and a pipeline.
Faced with this “low hanging fruit” you’d
think that governments would want to go on
a bit of a harvest and photo op – after all,

closing 8 coal plants to knock out one-third of
the biggest polluters seems like a no-brainer.
You’d be wrong, of course. Alberta’s
Jason Kenney seems convinced that coal is
a good thing – much better than forests. His
government recently delisted 164 provincial
parks from protected status and slated sixty
of them for coal mining. Yes, the government
is strip mining parkland.
You’d also expect governments to be
looking seriously at green economic transition. Recovery from the COVID-induced economic crisis will require a huge infrastructure
program, so it’s the perfect opportunity (in
an otherwise pretty horrible situation) to
plan for a comprehensive shift in areas like
energy, construction and transportation.
Statistics show that demand for renewables
has increased globally, while demand for
fossil fuels has decreased. For the first time
in US history, renewables are projected to
produce more electricity than coal. Even
capitalists get this – it’s one reason multinational energy corporations are pulling out
of the Alberta tarsands.
But you’d be wrong on that score as
well. Joe Biden’s completely unsurprising
decree halting the Keystone XL pipeline
became, amazingly, the rallying point that
united Trudeau and Kenney. Federally and
provincially, governments in Canada are
doubling down on the tarsands.
What we need is for labour to weigh
in with a radical, working class vision for
climate justice. The “Justin and Jason Big
Oil Bonanza” should be met with a strong
campaign for public takeover of the energy

industry, as part of a radical green transition that protects the environment, workers
and communities. And while we’re at it, the
auto giants and transportation corporations
(looking at you, Bombardier!) should be
nationalised and converted to producing
electric vehicles, including mass transit and
light industry and agriculture.

As workers approach the Canadian
Labour Congress convention, let’s push for
this kind of vision and action. Otherwise,
we’ll all watch the Trudeau-Kenney bromance
“pave paradise and put up a parking lot.” 

16 MILLION RISK STARVATION IN YEMEN,
SAYS UN AS SAUDI WAR RAGES
More than 16 million people
in Yemen will go hungry this
year, a United Nations agency
warned today ahead of a conference to drum up humanitarian aid.
The UN Oﬃce for the Coordination of Humanitarian
Aﬀairs (OCHA) said that the risk
of a major famine in the country
– subjected to brutal bombardment and blockade by Saudi
Arabia since 2015 – “has never
been more acute.”
Though the new US government of President Joe Biden has
blocked arms sales to the Saudis

for use in the war – which has
killed an estimated 130,000
people and given rise to what
the UN deems the world’s worst
humanitarian disaster – the Gulf
kingdom has shown no sign of
backing down in its bid to crush
the Shi’ite Houthi movement,
which took control of Yemen in
2014, overthrowing Saudi ally
Abed Rabbo Mansour Hadi.
Riyadh said on Saturday that
it had intercepted a Houthi missile over its territory and shot
down three bomb-laden drones
in a southern province.
A major new Houthi oﬀensive
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in the province of Marib has
prompted an escalated Saudi
bombing campaign in response,
killing hundreds of people.
The OCHA said that the fighting there had displaced more
than 8,000 people and 380,000
more may have to flee if fighting
reaches the provincial capital,
many of them already refugees
from other theatres of the war.
A spokesman for the Saudiled coalition, Colonel Turki alMaliki, said that the Houthis
were targeting civilians “in a systemic and deliberate way.”
Yet Saudi Arabia has faced
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international condemnation for
causing heavy civilian casualties
by its own bombing of Yemen
over successive years, including
the targeting of residential areas
and hospitals.
The 9th of August 2018
attack on a school bus that killed
forty children and eleven adults
sparked worldwide uproar, and
the subsequent revelation that
the bomb used had been supplied
by the United States swung US
public opinion against the war,
leading Biden to pledge an end to
support for Saudi Arabia.
But despite publishing a

report by US intelligence agencies on Friday that concluded
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed bin Salman had personally
approved the murder of dissident journalist Jamal Khashoggi,
Washington will not be taking
any action against him, while
its ban on arms sales has not
been emulated by Britain, which
continues to sell weaponry to
Riyadh.
Morning Star 
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HUMAN RIGHTS START FROM
POVERTY ALLEVIATION
Global Times Editorial
Absolute poverty in Chinese
society has been eliminated.
To achieve the goal, this large
developing country with a population of 1.4bil must have firm
political determination and the
durable cooperation of society.
It is not uncommon for us to
feel sympathy and help poor
people on social media platforms, and often can produce
earth-moving eﬀects. China’s
fight against poverty, however,
is facing nearly 100mil poor
people in rural areas. What a
long, tenacious commitment
this requires. If there is any
greed for merit or vanity in the
original intention, this mission
would have failed halfway.
This is the most unforgettable
and unpretentious humanitarianism. China is a socialist country
and its people-centred approach is
not a rhetorical slogan, but its true
commitment. It has taken several
years and successive steps in this
great cause, which has never been
seen before in the history of China
and mankind.
There are countless touching
stories of helping poor people.
However, what many people may
not expect is how many human
tragedies will be prevented and
how many conditions and hopes
will be added to people’s pursuit
of equality because of this decisive
battle against poverty.
Some may worry about the
quality of the achievements made
in poverty alleviation, raising the
possibility that they may return
to poverty. Yet those familiar with

the grand project know that the
government has paid attention to
these issues much earlier than those
proposed online, and that the eﬀort
to deal with them is one of the most
lasting clues to local governance.
At the international level,
China’s declaration of eliminating
absolute poverty in the country
coincided with the climax of fierce
attacks on China’s human rights
by the Five Eyes alliance countries
such as the US, the UK, and Canada
as well as some other Western
countries. When the US and other
countries are playing up “political
and human rights” in China, China
has made concrete achievements in
eliminating poverty. While the US
death toll from the COVID-19 epidemic has reached 500,000, China
has successfully protected its own
people. This is an unprecedented
collision between “saying” and
“doing” in the field of human rights.
Poverty can be seen as the root
cause of human rights violations.
Most people around the world can
understand what it means to be
poor. Often the overriding desire
of the poor is to lift themselves and
even their oﬀspring out of poverty.
The Chinese government has lifted
a population the size of the UK and
Canada combined out of absolute
poverty over the past eight years
and set a new course in life for
them, many of which are Uygur
people in Northwest China’s Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region.
This is how China has carried out
human rights construction.
The construction of human
rights in China, a country with a

huge population, is complicated.
Those “small Western countries”
always set the agenda for China
and tell China what to do. Don’t
they think it’s ridiculous? Is there
a more important human rights
agenda in the world than lifting
100 million people out of poverty
in eight years? In recent years, the
Chinese people have become more
and more disgusted with the US
and the West’s manipulation on
the issue of human rights. We can
tell that they are not expecting
China’s best because we now have
our own measurement of human
rights in mind.

China’s human rights construction in recent years has been
focused on lifting its people out of
poverty. China’s rise from near the
bottom of the world in per capita
GDP before reform and openingup to a level above middle-income
countries today has brought all
kinds of welfare, dignity and hope
to the Chinese people. To live is to
live with dignity. This is the strongest desire of the Chinese people,
and it is also the cornerstone of the
Chinese people’s collective view of
human rights.
The Chinese people look to
the world with humility and learn

from the strengths of other countries. It is diﬃcult for us to understand why some “small Western
countries” belittle China’s human
rights development in the face of
such obvious achievements, and
regard China’s booming development as doomed. Is it narrowness
and crankiness? Otherwise, how
could they completely engage in
anti-Chinese thoughts, and trade a
bunch of meaningless concepts for
our precious fruits? How can they
not think about why a developing
China can uphold human rights,
while they failed to do so? 

RUSSIA DENOUNCES BIDEN FOR
ONLY GIVING THEM “A FEW MINUTES OF
WARNING” BEFORE THE US ATTACK ON SYRIA
The attack ordered by US President Joe
Biden against Syria received condemnation from Damascus and Moscow,
capitals that separately described the
aerial bombardment as “cowardly”
and “condemnable in strong terms,”
respectively.
The Syrian Foreign Ministry condemned
in a note the US bombing in the southeast of
the Arab country and described it as “cowardly,” while noting that Damascus “condemns
in strong terms the cowardly US aggression
against some districts in the province of Deir
Ezzor, near the border with Iraq.”
The Syrian condemnation joins that of
Russia where the spokeswoman of the Russian Foreign Ministry, Maria Zakharova said

that “We strongly condemn such actions”
while calling for “absolute respect for the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of
Syria.” In this regard, she added that “we
confirm our opposition to any attempt to
turn the Syrian territory into a field for
settling geopolitical scores,” the Russian
diplomat added.
Likewise, the Kremlin stated that it
is monitoring the situation after the US
airstrike.
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov,
for his part, said Moscow received a fourto-five minute warning from the Biden
administration’s first military action when it
attacked suspected Iranian-backed militias
in eastern Syria early Friday morning and

that the warning came too late to alleviate
the situation.
Russia emerged as a key player in Syria
when President Vladimir Putin deployed
forces in 2015 at the behest of President
Bashar al-Assad and Moscow claims to be
the only legal foreign actor in Syria as Assad
sought Russian help to tackle terrorism in
the country’s civil war.
From Moscow, Leonid Slutsky, chairman of the Russian State Duma foreign
aﬀairs committee, said the attack showed
that Washington was not interested in peace
in Syria. “It is obvious that the priorities of
the new US administration do not include
peace on Syrian territory and the war on
terrorism,” Slutsky said.
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Pentagon spokesman John Kirby said
the strike hit facilities used by Iran-linked
Iraqi militias, including Kataib Hezbollah
and Kataib Sayyid al-Shuhada, at a strategic
border crossing station in eastern Syria. The
strike was “authorized in response to recent
attacks against US and coalition personnel
in Iraq, and ongoing threats,” Kirby said.
The last US strike against the Syrian
border region was in late 2019 when the
Pentagon struck two Kataib Hezbollah locations. While the US has not attacked the area
since then, Israel regularly strikes sites near
the Syrian-Iraqi border.
teleSUR – an alternative representation for
world news. 
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