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Daniel Gasparri

ONLY SOLIDARITY 
CAN DEFEAT COVID
Anna Pha

Around the globe, COVID-19 in its vari-
ous mutations continues to spread, with 
the health systems of many developing 
nations unable to cope and vaccines in 
short supply. Big Pharma’s monopoly 
on the technology, vaccines, and ingre-
dients is the major barrier to defeat-
ing the virus.

The health crisis in India continues, 
with thousands of new cases every day. A 
new and even more dangerous mutation, 
Delta Plus, has emerged there. Sally Cutler, 
a microbiologist from the University of East 
London, described it as “a Beta mutation that 
is believed to help the virus dodge neutralis-
ing antibodies – a vital part of our immune 
system’s defences.” It has appeared in South 
Africa as well, where the health system is also 
overwhelmed with COVID cases.

Delta Plus is also believed to be more 
transmissible than Delta.

Eff orts by South Africa and India to gain 
a temporary waiver of the COVID-19 vaccine 
patents and related intellectual property at 
the World Trade Organisation (WTO) have so 
far failed. The US initially opposed the waiver 
but has since supported it. The European 
Union also initially expressed opposition. 
The EU and other WTO member countries 
including Australia, Brazil, Britain, Japan, 
Norway, Singapore, and South Korea have 
requested more time to analyse the proposal 
before adopting a position thoroughly.

There isn’t time. They must act now. Mil-
lions of lives depend on it. Vaccines should 
be in the public domain and not sold for 
profi t. The Australian government should 
support and lobby hard for the waiver as a 
basic act of humanity.

These rich nations are playing with 
people’s lives. Every new mutation raises 
the risk of a strain that is resistant to exist-
ing vaccines. The Australian government’s 
ad calling on people to be vaccinated, sums 
up the situation: “No one is safe until eve-
ryone is safe.”

It cannot be emphasised enough how 
dangerous the rich countries’ stand on pro-
tecting patents is. Vaccines should be freely 
in the public domain, for any country that 
wishes to produce them to have access to the 
technology, production methods and ingre-
dients. Sharing of these basics would enable 
South Africa, India, and other countries that 
have the capacity to produce the vaccines.

SOLIDARITY & 
COOPERATION

Cuba is sending thirty million doses of 
vaccine to Venezuela, and Vietnam is send-
ing twelve million. These poor countries are 
demonstrating the solidarity necessary to 
tackle and defeat COVID-19, despite their 
poverty. China and Russia have also assisted 
Venezuela and other countries with vaccines 
and equipment.

What did the US do? It tightened its ille-
gal blockades of Cuba and Venezuela, even 
denying the entry of life-saving essentials 
such as syringes and medication.

AUSTRALIA
In Australia, the highly contagious Delta 

strain of COVID-19 has brought to the fore 
shortcomings in handling the pandemic 
and vaccine rollout as state and territory 
governments scramble to contain the virus. 
Only seven per cent of the population is fully 
vaccinated, one of the lowest rates of any 
industrialised nation.

Still there are no dedicated quarantine 
facilities, just talk of building one in Vic-
toria and one in Queensland for operation 
early next year. Hotel quarantine is not 
a suitable alternative. Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison believes in miracles but 
saying “it is not a race” will not bring on 
a miracle.

Throughout the pandemic the federal 
government has lacked leadership. The public 
are growing weary of all its failed projections 
for vaccinating the population. Targets have 
been replaced by “horizons,” an apt term for 
its promises which, like a horizon, are always 
in the distance.

GAPS IN THE SYSTEM
The Delta strain entered the community 

via a driver who was transporting an airline 
crew working for a private company. He was 
not vaccinated and possibly did not wear a 
mask. A police investigation found he had 
not breached any regulations! An embar-
rassed state government had to move to 
change that situation.

When the Delta strain began to spread 
in Sydney, the Berejiklian Coalition govern-
ment failed to take fast, appropriate action 
to isolate it. Instead, it imposed lockdowns 
in four local government areas with confus-
ing and contradictory messaging about how 
they applied. The virus had popped up in 

locations across Sydney, including outside 
the lockdown areas.

That approach might have worked with 
earlier strains, but the Delta strain is signifi -
cantly more transmissible than earlier vari-
ants and requires faster and sharper action.

PROTECT WORKERS
The federal government should ensure 

that teachers, aged care workers, quarantine, 
transport, and other frontline workers are 
vaccinated as a priority.

Only last week the government decided 
to mandate vaccinations for workers in the 
vulnerable aged care sector and quarantine 
staff . But making vaccination mandatory on 
its own is not good enough. These workers 

need paid leave, not only to attend a vac-
cination centre or GP but to take time off  if 
they are hit with side eff ects.

JobKeeper should never have been 
withdrawn. It should be reinstated so that 
businesses aff ected by lockdowns can draw 
on it to pay their employees.

The government failed to off er the people 
of Australia a choice of vaccines, which it 
should as soon as possible.

Either patents and the monopoly control 
Big Pharma have are relinquished, or human-
ity faces a grim future. The rich countries are 
not safe keeping it to themselves. Solidarity 
between nations is the only way forward for 
the whole of humanity. And time is running 
out. 
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The CPA sent a diplomatic delegation to Canberra last week. The delegation paid a solidarity visit to the 
embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam on Monday 28th June. It was a very open discussion about 
solidarity and friendship between the Communist Party of Vietnam and the Communist Party of Australia.

WAGE RAISE A GOOD 
START BUT NOT 

ENOUGH!
Last month, the Fair Work Commission increased 

the minimum wage by 2.5 per cent – raising it to 
$20.33 an hour. This means that the new, full-time 
minimum wage will be $772.60 per week – an in-
crease of just $18.80 for the lowest-paid workers in 
Australia. A closer look at the numbers reveals that 
workers aren’t even getting fi fty cents more an hour. 
The fi gure seemingly appears as a compromise point 
between the unions and business lobbies. 

Business lobbies like the Australian Industry 
Group (AI Group) were calling for a 1.1 per cent raise, 
with its Chief Executive Innes Willox stating that he 
felt the number “would contribute to a signifi cant 
overall increase in living standards for award-reliant 
employees and their families.” The ACTU, however, 
called for a 3.5 per cent raise to the minimum wage, 
with ACTU Secretary Sally McManus stating back in 
March that “if it is a ‘V’ shaped recovery for profi ts 
it needs to be for wages as well. Profi ts rose 8.9 per 
cent through 2020 and the Reserve Bank says wages 
growth should be above 3 per cent.”

Despite the raise not being what the ACTU had 
been calling for, McManus stated, “[t]his wage rise 
goes to one in four working people – and this process 
is the only avenue those people have to a pay rise 
each year. This is essential work which unions do 
on behalf of those workers.”

The new minimum wage came into effect last 
Thursday, but as usual, those who need the money 
most won’t see it for a while. Those on the general 
retail award will not receive the pay increase until 
September, with workers in aviation, tourism, fi tness 
and some retail trade sectors forced to wait until 
November.

Speaking on the staggered pay rise, McManus 
also said that “it is extremely disappointing that the 
Commission has delayed increases for any workers – 
but especially those who have worked throughout the 
pandemic and whose employers have posted record 
profi ts.”

Exactly. One would think that the pay rise would 
immediately go to those working in sectors that have 
been experiencing profi ts during the pandemic but 
no, those workers who are constantly exposing them-
selves to the risk of catching COVID-19 are left to 
wait until later in the year.

This increase is much needed for workers who, 
according to the ACTU, have seen wage growth be 
“eff ectively stagnant for eight years.” Having a fair pay 
rise not only helps workers, who are the producers 
of value, but also the economy. As McManus stated, 
“There can be no economic recovery without a wages 
recovery” because “[p]ay increase will be spent in 
local communities across the country and will help 
small and medium businesses as well as working 
people get back on their feet after the pandemic.” 

The CPA is dedicated to fi ghting for fairer wages 
and better working conditions for all in Australia. 
The CPA, through its electoral expression, wants to 
see a worker-oriented economy that works for the 
people – not big business. Help us fi ght for you by 
registering with The Communists at:

cpaforms.wufoo.com/forms/join-the-communists
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The Communist Party of Australia also met with a Chinese delegation to discuss matters of common 
interest. The CPA delegation congratulated the Communist Party of China on its centenary milestone, 
1st July 1921 – 1st July 2021. Long live the Communist Party of China, the leading force of the People’s 
Republic of China.

Sydney Vigil

STOP STOP 
USA BLOCKADE USA BLOCKADE 

ON CUBAON CUBA
Also solidarity with Venezuela & GazaAlso solidarity with Venezuela & Gaza

12:30 pm Saturday July 17

Sydney Town Hall
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RAFFWU PROTECTED ACTION 
BALLOT ORDER MARKS NEW ERA 

FOR RETAIL UNIONISM
N Stallon

On 22nd June 2021, the Retail and 
Fast Food Workers Union (RAFFWU) 
secured a Protected Action Ballot Order 
for its workers at the ironically named 
Sydney bookstore “Better Read Than 
Dead.” The ballot, which will run for 
three weeks, will question workers 
whether they wish to undertake legally 
protected industrial action. 

This is the latest phase in the long-run-
ning campaign, which began when RAFFWU 
members invited their employers in March 
to bargain for an Enterprise Agreement. 

Their requests are simple: a formal 
contract, workplace and sexual harassment 
policies, and a living wage. 

While the owners initially agreed to 
bargain, this was quickly rescinded by their 
lawyers who claimed that the agreement 
was made under duress. They then coun-
tered with their own legal action, marking 
the beginning of a fi erce union-busting 
campaign. 

When in April RAFFWU’s social media 
posted a photo of workers holding the 
union’s fl ag as well as a list of their demands, 
the union and three workers who shared 
it on their personal social media pages 
were sent cease and desist letters from the 
employers’ lawyers, demanding the post 
be removed.

Despite RAFFWU removing the post, 
two members were still required to attend 
disciplinary meetings in which they were 
threatened with dismissal. 

RAFFWU has condemned the owners’ 
conduct as unlawful and is preparing 
litigation.

The union stated that despite the majority 
of workers clearly wanting to bargain, the 
owners are using Australia’s bad industrial 
laws “to delay and frustrate the process.”

After an initial Fair Work Commission 
conference on 5th May failed to resolve the 
dispute, the owners were forced by workers 
to agree to bargain on 14th May. Workers 
added a series of new claims aimed at pro-
tecting workers facing redundancies. 

In another milestone for the bookshop 
industry, a RAFFWU-led campaign in the 
book-store chain Readings won a land-
mark Majority Support Ballot on the 25th 
of June, confi rming the workers desire to 
collectively bargain. 

Readings and Better Read Than Dead 
would be the fi rst EBAs in an Australian 
bookshop.

The 22nd of June provision of a Protected 

Action Ballot Order is not only a signifi cant 
win for the Better Read Than Dead workers 
but a historic moment for the Australian 
retail sector.

It is the fi rst-ever Order in a retail work-
place (other than for meat workers), a sector 
of almost 1.5mil workers that has not had a 
single day of industrial action in decades. 

Despite retail in Australia being rife 
with underpayment and high casualisation, 
workers have been conditioned to accept 
this due to decades of corruption by the 
Shop, Distributive and Allied Employees 
Association (SDA).

The SDA, which is Australia’s largest pri-
vate-sector union, represents over 200,000 
of Australia’s lowest-paid workers and has 
a history of selling them out. 

The SDA has routinely negotiated Enter-
prise Bargaining Agreements (EBAs) that 

have left the majority of workers paid below 
the minimum wage. 

This is achieved in various ways: by weak-
ening or removing penalty rates, exploitative 
junior rates, and lowering workplace rights 
and conditions.

This is due to the SDA leaders’ historic 
anti-Communist Catholic political agenda.  

Founded in 1941 by Bob Santamaria and 
the Catholic Archbishop of Melbourne Danial 
Mannix, the clandestine Catholic Social 
Studies Movement, which later rebranded 
as the National Civic Council (NCC), aimed 
to prevent communism by combatting the 
Communist Party of Australia. 

During the 1940s and 1950s, this battle 
was fought primarily in unions infl uenced 
by Communists, with the Movement suc-
cessfully capturing the SDA and three other 
prominent unions, known as the “Grouper 
unions.” 

The SDA disaffi  liated with the Australian 
Labor Party in 1955, unsurprisingly siding 
with the splinter group the Australian Labor 
Party (Anti-Communist), which later became 
the Democratic Labor Party that would help 
keep the ALP out of power until 1972.

However, in a bid to sure up right-wing 
numbers, Bob Hawke successfully convinced 
the SDA and other Grouper unions to re-
affi  liate with the ALP in the 1980s. Eventu-
ally, union amalgamations led to the SDA 
being the last Grouper union remaining.

The SDA has worked with employers 
to keep communists out, prevent strikes, 
and create predictable wage outcomes that 
ultimately benefi t the employer. 

In return, employers grant the SDA 
access to members for recruitment, such 
as the 1971 deal in which six major retails, 
including Coles and Woolworths, agreed to 
automatically sign-up workers to the SDA.

This practice continues today, with the 
SDA routinely given access to induct new 
members in many workplaces and is a major 
explanation for the SDA’s emergence as 
Australia’s largest union whilst others have 
faced declining membership. 

Higher membership numbers give unions 

more power within the ALP, and as a result, 
the SDA is the largest and most powerful 
union-bloc in the ALP. 

This power is utilised to carry out the 
NCC’s socially conservative agenda, such as 
long-time opposition to marriage equality 
by the Australian Council of Trade Unions 
and ALP. 

By selling out workers to employers in 
return for easy access to recruitment, the SDA 
has helped realise another of Santamaria’s 
objectives: control of the ALP “to implement 
a Christian social program.” 

The founding of RAFFWU in December 
2016 was a breakthrough moment for retail 
unionism in Australia. Its fi rst campaign, 
“Taking Back Our Penalty Rates,” has been a 
big success, restoring penalty rates for over 
a hundred thousand workers in workplaces 
including Coles, Woolworths, Kmart, Big W, 
and Offi  ceworks.

RAFFWU is a progressive union, fi ght-
ing not only for living wages and secure 
employment but progressive social values, 
demonstrated by their ongoing campaign 
against gender discrimination and sexual 
harassment faced by women at JB Hi-Fi 
stores. 

The retail sector employs some of Aus-
tralia’s most vulnerable workers. National 
Skills Commission statistics show that of 
Australian retail workers, thirty-one per cent 
are young workers aged 15-24, and fi fty-two 
per cent hold no post-school qualifi cation, 
suggesting that they are more likely to be 
both economically and socially progressive. 

Retail workers are underpaid, under-
valued, and have the potential to be highly 
progressive and radical unionists under the 
correct leadership. 

Better Read Than Dead’s Protected 
Action Ballot Order could foreshadow a 
new era of progressive retail union activism.

Workers harness the ability to radi-
cally reshape society. As retail workers are 
increasingly made aware of their strength 
when united and the power of industrial 
action, the ability for large scale change 
will emerge. 

Special Appeal Reds go Green
The Guardian is running a special appeal with the aim of raising $10,000 for solar panels. 

The panels will not only make substantial savings in electricity bills but also put into practice our 
commitment to a sustainable future.

They involve a substantial cash outlay, but we believe that every measure we can take to reduce 
carbon emissions is important. It is not enough to preach “green.” We must act “green”!

We are looking to Guardian readers and CPA members and supporters to assist us with 
this important project. Every contribution is appreciated, no matter how small or large.

Send your contribution today.

Name ....................................................

Amount $ .................
You may /may not publish my name

Send your contribution to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010, email info@cpa.org.au or pay by PayPal on cpa.org.au
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Richard Titelius

As both federal and state governments 
begin to shape their next budgets, the 
Communist Party of Australia held a 
Politics in the Pub to discuss what a 
People’s Budget would look like. The 
Chair for the evening was the State 
Secretary of the Western Australia 
Branch, Elly Hulm, who invited attend-
ees to consider an alternative to the 
Coalition government’s pro-business, 
anti-worker, and oil and gas-fuelled 
budget. Instead of subsidies for the 
big end of town, for fossil fuel cor-
porations and private schools, what 
would a budget look like if people are 
put fi rst and people’s lives are not left 
up to market forces.

The fi rst speaker Owen Whittle, the new 
Secretary of Unions WA, set the tone saying 
that under both federal and state govern-
ments we live in an age of austerity, where 
governments save money on government 
services, and reduce wages and conditions 
of workers to help protect the profi ts of big 
business.

In early 2020, when COVID hit in Aus-
tralia and many businesses were closing and 
laying off  workers, it was only through pres-
sure from trade unions and non-government 
organisations that the government introduced 
the COVID subsidy. This subsidy helped keep 
500,000 workers from falling into poverty. 
As soon as the worst of the COVID crisis was 
over, the subsidies were wound back and the 
Newstart Allowance was increased by such 
a miniscule amount that it will hardly have 
any eff ect.  The government’s argument that 
people need an incentive to work is ludi-
crous, especially when at the same time they 
suppress wages. A move to a more people 
focused government which prioritises work-
ing people would also see governments more 
actively consider free and universal access 
to childcare and 26 weeks of parental care 
to be accessible by both parents.

Under federal and state governments, 
regardless of which Party is in power, there 
has been no progress addressing wage 
stagnation which has been prevalent since 
the Global Financial Crisis of 2008. The 
state Labor government in WA has contin-
ued its appalling wages policy for the state 
public sector workers of $1000 wages cap 
per fi nancial year which in eff ect also sup-
presses wage outcomes in the private sector. 
This austerity by governments in the wages 

policies in both state and federal public sec-
tors has led to a cut in real wages for public 
servants at all levels.  

It is sometimes diffi  cult for workers to 
see why they should belong to a union when 
there are wage caps that their unions appear 
powerless to challenge. The only answer 
must be the greater the membership the 
greater the chance unions will have to have 
infl uence and make a diff erence.  In Western 
Australia a Public Sector Alliance  of unions 
has agreed to postpone all or part of their 
wage bargaining negotiations so that their 
agreements will align giving them more 
bargaining power to fi ght back against, “the 
blunt policy” of State Wages Policy.  

Mick Buchan, State Secretary of the 
Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy 
Union (CFMEU) spoke about a particular 
but very important aspect of the delibera-
tive capacity of the state, being procurement 
policy and the need for changes to this 
policy to increase effi  ciency, better value for 
money for the state and better wages and 
conditions for workers who provide their 
labour through that procurement/tender 
process. Buchan said the goal of a good 
procurement policy was to deliver quality 
services and infrastructure.  The people of 

WA expect government to provide quality 
services and infrastructure. Also, workers 
money in superannuation should be used 
to deliver projects that generate jobs and 
benefi t for the people. 

Buchan spoke of a workforce that is seeing 
up to 70-80 per cent of the workforce being 
employed under labour-hire arrangements. 
The government can set any conditions on 
tenders that it wants for example to set tar-
gets for 30 per cent of women on a project. 
If the government managed the construc-
tion of its own infrastructure, it could set 
the standard for wages and conditions of 
workers employed on government projects 
through proper enterprise bargaining which 
would then fl ow on to the private sector.

The fi nal speaker was Seamus Carey, a 
CPA member and student activist. He said, we 
have come to expect federal Budgets that do 
not serve the interests of the people – though 
the corporate media frequently dress them 
up as though they do. Carey continued, “We 
have become accustomed to the erosion of 
hard-won gains by workers in the past, of 
our wages and conditions.” To reverse this 
trend, we require a government that puts 
people fi rst. We demand a planned program 
for recovery led by the public sector, designed 

around meeting needs for universal health 
care, publicly funded and run aged care, 
free education, and aff ordable medical and 
dental treatment available to all Austral-
ians. The pharmaceutical industry should 
be nationalised and provide universal access 
to aff ordable medications, and public hous-
ing should be a right aff ordable to all. Carey 
added that the vast majority of householders 
in Australia do not own more than the house 
they are living in. Preserving the present 
distribution of housing ownership benefi ts 
only the minority of landlords and property 
developers.

The speeches were followed by a pas-
sionate and lively Q&A.

Australia needs a strong union movement. 
There must be a signifi cant increase in the 
minimum wage, and a public superannua-
tion scheme so that the benefi ts would fl ow 
to the Australian working class, instead of 
private fi nanciers. The CPA campaigns for 
a real liveable wage.  

The Communist Party of Australia advo-
cates for a people’s government which would 
deliver a people’s budget, and prioritise the 
environment, sustainability and renewable 
energy. 

Politics in the Pub

WHAT WOULD A PEOPLE’S 
BUDGET LOOK LIKE?

Fight for the Future
This attractive new booklet is a call to action 

to save our planet and humanity.
It argues that humanity is at a crossroads. The insatiable drive for profi ts by 

capitalism is leading to irreversible and catastrophic climate change. Capitalist 
governments – and the giant corporations they work for – are refusing to act on the 

warnings of the great majority of the world's leading scientists.

A popular movement for change is growing around the world. It aims to dismantle 
the destructive policies that have led us to this uniquely perilous moment of 

human history, and to move toward a world system that gives priority to human 
rights and needs.

The stakes in the bitter class war that is taking shape are immense and arise from 
the nature of capitalism. Capitalism is an unsustainable system.

The pamphlet insists that we must confront the reality that what we do now will 
forever alter the course of humanity and all life on Earth. Now more than ever we 

must fi ght for a better system. Our lives are more important than their profi ts.

Order your copy today! $10 including p&p

Email: info@cpa.org.au with credit card details Phone: 02 9699 8844

Write to: CPA books, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010

Find out more about the

Communist Party of Australia

web www.cpa.org.au
email cpa@cpa.org.au

Something to say?
Write to 

the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au
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A CRUCIAL ALLY OF IMPERIALISM 
– THE ORIGINS OF ISRAEL AND 
ITS ROLE IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Graham Harrington 

Palestine was fi rst occupied by the 
Ottoman Empire, but after the break-
up of that entity in the First World 
War it was transferred to the British 
Empire under the Sykes-Picot agree-
ment, which divided up the Middle East 
between Britain and France.

Theodor Herzl’s vision was for a Jewish 
state in this region. The only problem was it 
was already inhabited by an Arab population.

Following Herzl’s ideology, a wave of 
settlers fl ooded into the region after the 
war, with support by the British Mandate 
authorities. The British were fresh from 
uprisings in Iraq, Egypt and Ireland and 
faced discontent in India. They mistrusted 
the Arab populations and felt that Zionist 
settlers could prove a useful buff er.

Palestinian anger at their mistreatment 
led to the Great Arab Revolt of 1936-39, 
which began with a six-month general strike, 
brutally put down by the British.

This was the preparation for the future 
Israeli state as an important ally of impe-
rialism. As Herzl put it, a Zionist state in 
Palestine would “form a part of a wall of 
defence for Europe in Asia, an outpost of 
civilisation against barbarism.” The Balfour 
Declaration of 1917 committed Britain to 
creating this state. It made no mention of 
the Arab inhabitants, who made up 95 per 
cent of the then population.

As we have often said, imperialism does 
not have friends, only interests. The British 
ruling class had no sympathy with the per-
secution of the Jewish people; for instance 
there was the Aliens Act (1905), which aimed 
to get Jewish people who were fl eeing Tsarist 
persecution out of Britain. As Jewish people 
fl ed the tyranny of Nazi Germany from the 
1930s, racist immigration laws in the United 
States and Britain meant that many were 
forced to fl ee to Palestine, despite many of 
them not supporting Zionism. For the racist 
imperialist states it was a way to kill two 
birds with the one stone.

In fact Jewish workers were among the 
most consistently left-wing in Britain and 
the United States. Exporting them to Pal-
estine meant they were forced to become a 
reactionary buff er by imperialism.

Britain armed Zionist settlers to help 
them fend off  the 1936 Revolt. In the 1940s, 
groups such as the Stern Gang, Haganah 
and Irgun launched a terrorist campaign, 
simultaneously with the start of ethnic cleans-
ing of the Palestinians. A typical massacre 
was that of Dayr Yasin, where a hundred 
men, women and children were murdered 
by Zionist terrorists. Give one thing to the 
Israeli state: it has always been consistent.

By 1949, 720,000 Palestinians, out of a 
population of 1.3mil, were made refugees. 
They were given no right to return to their 
homes, many of which were demolished by 
the new Israeli state, created after the 1947 
partition. The newly independent Arab states 
suff ered a major defeat to the Israeli military, 
while the Israelis, with British and French 
support, had secured military superiority.

Jordan, a British ally, gave automatic 
citizenship to refugees from Palestine while 
it annexed the West Bank. This was less out 

of sympathy for Palestinians and more out 
of a need to gain legitimacy for the monar-
chy, with the new Palestinians becoming the 
majority of the population. The later betrayal 
by the monarchy of the Palestinians erupted 
in violence after Black September, 1970.

Because of the monarchy’s open deal-
ings with the new Israeli state, the king 
was assassinated after visiting the al-Aqsa 
mosque in East Jerusalem. This forced the 
monarchy to take a more anti-Israel stance. 
After the Six-Day War of 1967, Israel took 
over East Jerusalem and the West Bank. In 
Jerusalem, armed Zionist settlers forcibly 
took over Palestinian lands, most recently 
in Sheikh Jarrah, which started the most 
recent rounds of Israeli aggression.

In Gulf countries, Palestinians had a 
right to stay only if they were employed, in 
eff ect becoming a source of cheap labour. 
In Lebanon, which came under the French 
mandate, the sectarian system that was 

devised gave prominence to the Maronite 
Christians. The Palestinians were relegated 
to refugee camps – which also allowed them 
to become among the most educated in the 
Middle East, despite not having their own 
state. Their alliance with Lebanese leftists 
would mean that Lebanon would become a 
victim of Israeli intervention, where fascist 
groups, such as the Phalange, enjoyed Israeli 
support in their massacres of Palestinian 
refugees.

What is clear is that since its inception 
Israel has been an important ally of imperi-
alism. Contrary to its propaganda of being 
encircled on all sides, the reality is that the 
surrounding Arab states are unable to tackle 
Israel, not to mention unwilling, because 
of their own client relationship with, fi rst, 
British and then US imperialism.
Socialist Voice 

The Transport Workers’ Union 
(TWU) has welcomed the 
commencement of Menulog’s 
employment trial as an impor-
tant milestone toward achieving 
minimum rights and standards 
in the food delivery industry.

Menulog today revealed that 
the fi rst delivery riders have been 
directly employed as part of its 
Sydney CBD trial announced two 
months ago.

TWU National Secretary Michael 
Kaine said all eyes will be on this 
trial as an Australia-fi rst in the gig 
economy.

“This trial is an important devia-
tion from the deliberate misclassi-
fi cation model introduced by Uber 
and replicated by tech start-ups 
across the world, which was pur-
posefully designed to circumvent 
industrial laws and exploit workers. 

It incentivises risk-taking, forcing 
riders to work quickly over long 
hours. Tragically, six riders died 
last year.”

“The TWU is excited to see the 
trial get off  the ground. We hope this 
marks a turning point in what has 
been a merciless, deadly industry. 
Menulog is blazing the trail and we 
look forward to ongoing cooperation 
to achieve appropriate standards and 
conditions for food delivery riders.”

“With the right balance, Menu-
log will fi nd the harmony of fairness 
and fl exibility the likes of Uber and 
Deliveroo try to deny is possible,” 
said Kaine.

The TWU is calling on the Fed-
eral Government to level the playing 
fi eld by urgently implementing a 
tribunal to set enforceable minimum 
standards for all workers.

“The ability to eradicate gig 

economy exploitation depends on 
the government’s willingness to 
support companies doing the right 
thing by regulating those hellbent 
on doing the opposite,” Kaine added.

Last week, it was revealed that 
Uber covered up the death of a 
fourth delivery rider and avoided 
paying compensation to his family 
by claiming he wasn’t working at 
the time, despite the worker being 
logged into the app and still receiv-
ing delivery requests even after he 
had died.

The TWU is calling for an inde-
pendent investigation into why 
SafeWork NSW has allowed Uber 
to continue operating with the same 
deadly business model after at least 
eight riders have been killed. 

MENULOG TRIAL 
MARKS GIG MILESTONE
Transport Workers’ Union Statement
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The United Nations has called for an 
end to impunity for police who violate 
the human rights of black people in a 
landmark race report.

The families of black people killed in cus-
tody called for greater accountability from 
police following today’s publication of the 
report, which urges countries worldwide to 
take concrete action against discrimination, 
violence and systemic racism.

Launched in the aftermath of the murder 
of George Floyd in the US last year, it specifi -
cally calls on UN member states – includ-
ing Britain – to end “impunity” for police 
offi  cers’ abuses.

Analysing 190 deaths around the world, 
the UN Human Rights Commission found 
that police offi  cers are rarely held accountable 
for killing black people, due in part to defi -
cient investigations and an unwillingness to 
acknowledge the impact of structural racism.

The commission heard from the families 
of those killed in police custody, including 
Wendy Clarke, whose son Kevin Clarke died 
after the inappropriate use of restraints by 
the Met Police.

Warnings from Mr Clarke, who had para-
noid schizophrenia, that he could not breathe 
were likely heard by the offi  cers involved 
in the incident, an inquest found last year.

Ms Clarke said: “We want to see account-
ability and real change, not just in training, 

but the perception and response to black 
people by the police and other services.

“We want mental health services better 
funded so the fi rst point of response is not 
just reliant on the police.”

Marcia Rigg, whose brother Sean Rigg 
died of cardiac arrest in a Brixton police 
station in 2008, said she was struck by the 
similar experiences of those consulted by the 
commission, including the family of slain 
US medic Breonna Taylor and the brother 
of Mr Floyd.

Ms Rigg, whose brother also had para-
noid schizophrenia, said she hoped the 
report would reignite longstanding calls 
for systemic change in Britain and that the 
government responds.

“It’s been happening here for decades,” 
she said. “There are many George Floyds 
here, before George Floyd and after George 
Floyd, including my personal experience and 
what happened to my brother.”

Stand Up To Racism co-convener 
Weyman Bennett said the report stands in 
stark contrast to the Tories’ recent denial that 
structural racism exists in Britain.

“Their strategy of divide-and-rule and 
culture wars has been exposed,” he said. 

“The shocking level of violence against 
black communities shows that the racism 
is systemic and demands a real response.

“But we’ll only get that if the trade union 
and social movements unite together to fi ght 
for that.”

Deborah Coles, director of legal charity 
Inquest, said the report has confronted the 
Tories with evidence of systemic racism.

“The disproportionate number of black 
men who die after the use of lethal force and 
neglect by the state is at the sharp end of a 
continuum of violence and racism,” she said.

“There is a pattern of systemic racism in 
our policing and criminal justice system.”

UN human rights chief Michelle Bache-
let, who issued the report, branded the 
status quo “untenable” and called on all 
states to “stop denying and start disman-
tling racism.”

“Systemic racism needs a systemic 
response,” she said. “There needs to be a 
comprehensive rather than a piecemeal 
approach to dismantling systems entrenched 
in centuries of discrimination and violence.”

Ms Bachelet said that fi nancial repara-
tions alone were not enough but should be 
part of an array of measures including res-
titution, rehabilitation, acknowledgement 
of injustices, apologies, memorialisation 
and educational reforms.

She hailed the eff orts of advocacy groups 
such as Black Lives Matter, which she said 
have helped to provide “grassroots leader-
ship through listening to communities” and 
should receive “funding, public recognition 
and support.”

The UN commissioned the report during 
a special session last year following the 
killing of Mr Floyd, a black American who 

was murdered by a white police offi  cer in 
Minneapolis last May.

Derek Chauvin was sentenced to 22-and-
a-half years in prison last week after being 
found guilty of Mr Floyd’s murder.

The report lays out case studies and the 
broader situation in about sixty countries 
including Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colom-
bia and France.

People of African descent face inequali-
ties and marginalisation in many countries, 
the report says, including unfair access to 
education, healthcare, jobs, housing and 
clean water.

Mona Rishmawi, who leads the com-
mission’s non-discrimination branch, 
said: “We could not fi nd a single example 
of a state that has fully reckoned with the 
past or comprehensively accounted for the 
impacts of the lives of people of African 
descent today.

“Our message, therefore, is that this 
situation is untenable.”

Ms Rishmawi said the commission found 
that “a main part of the problem is that many 
people believe the misconceptions that the 
abolition of slavery, the end of the transat-
lantic trade and colonialism have removed 
the racially discriminatory structures built 
by those practices.”

She added that the report “only touched 
the tip of the iceberg” and that more work 
was needed. 
Morning Star 

PUNISH POLICE PREJUDICE, 
UNITED NATIONS URGES WORLD

“Systemic racism 
needs a systemic response”
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During a recent visit to the Bolivarian 
Republic of Venezuela Embassy in 
Canberra, a CPA delegation – featuring 
General Secretary Andrew Irving, 
President Vinnie Molina, and CC member 
Romina Beitseen – interviewed HE Daniel 
Gasparri, Charge d’affaires, on the 
importance of the Bicentenary of the 
Battle of Carabobo. 

What is the meaning of the com-
memoration of the Battle of Carabobo 
for Venezuela?

HE Daniel Gasparri (DG): The Battle 
of Carabobo marks a historical period with 
notorious consequences in diff erent areas, 
but which in the main heralded the begin-
ning of the nation’s independence. It draws 
a line; the “before and after” in the history 
of Venezuela. 

The victory of the patriots against the 
monarchists is a landmark in history dem-
onstrating the strategic potential of the 
Liberator, Simon Bolivar, who achieved this 
military deed through a clear vision, correct 
analysis, and plan.

Today, 200 years later, despite there 
no longer being a monarchist army from 
the Spanish empire, Venezuela still faces 
threats and adversities. However, the Ven-
ezuelan people know they can confront what 
they face with patriot pride and the blood of 
independence running through their veins. 

Therefore, remembering the details of 
this battle and its relevance is of great impor-
tance in maintaining morale and keeping the 
fi ghting spirit high.

Indeed, today Venezuela faces a set of 
unilateral coercive measures which cause 
shortages in medicines, food, and services. 
Nonetheless, the will of the people is strong. 
The Bolivarian Government implements dif-
ferent strategies to overcome the situation 
and to guarantee the wellbeing of the people. 
Something is very clear with the Bolivarian 
Revolution: that the people are the priority.

So, this Bicentenary reminds us that we 
must have the same strength that our army 
had in that historical confrontation that 
managed to break the chains of the Spanish 
Empire. The Venezuelan people must keep 
up the fi ght to safeguard their sovereignty 
and independence in the face of threats from 
foreign forces. When we remember all the 
eff orts, sacrifi ce and determination of our 
distinguished soldiers who participated 
in that event, we are fi lled with the same 
determination and with the enthusiasm that 
characterised Pedro Camejo, better known 
as Negro Primero. He took the initiative and 
moved forward. So, likewise, the people of 
Venezuela push ahead with the resolution of 
love for their free and sovereign homeland.

What lessons can we rescue from 
the event and continue to apply today?

DG: 2021 coincides with the Bicentenary 
of the Battle of Carabobo. It comes during a 
world pandemic that has changed the lives 
of all the people on the planet one way or 
another, in positive and in negative ways. 
The pandemic has shone a light on areas 
that haven’t been worked, and it has shown 
people where their priorities are and high-
lighted how to spend their time.

In this regard, the Battle of Carabobo 
teaches us about the perseverance of the 
military team in the fi ght for independence. 
We use this lesson on a daily basis when we 
set out to work responsibly and each action is 
done with the determination to build a better 
country, more prosperous and more secure.

The lessons we rescue, due to the rel-
evance of the event, are abundant. But we 
can focus on three lessons. Firstly, the impor-
tance of planning because this victory was 
the result of ten years of strategic work by the 
Liberator, Simon Bolivar. Thus, it is indis-
putable that such a deed did not come out of 
nowhere. The Liberator divided his troops 
into three fl anks, headed by Jose Antonio 
Paez, Manuel Cedeño and Ambrosio Plaza, 
respectively. We are talking about more than 
6000 men that confronted the monarchist 
army composed of 4500 men – secondly, the 
value of trusting in ourselves. The Liberator 
was never intimidated by the threats of the 
Spanish Empire, nor by its weapons or the 
volume of its army. We have to use this self-
confi dence in the present times when we face 
obstacles because there isn’t any diffi  culty 
we can’t overcome together. And thirdly, a 
lesson with high value is to have vigor in our 
actions. Thus, we recall the vigour of Negro 

Primero, who teaches us that acting with 
audacity determines success or failure. In 
all, we can affi  rm that this celebration gives 
us the opportunity to study lessons from the 
past, to apply them to the present to reach 
for a better future.

What is the panorama?
DG: The Battle of Carabobo was won 

thanks to the visionary mind of Simon 
Bolívar. That same vision is currently being 
applied to the new economic policies that 
seek new non-oil incomes as a possible way 
to outweigh the diffi  culties being generated 
by the Coercive Unilateral Measures imposed 
by the United States and to move forward in 
the construction of a sovereign homeland.

On the other hand, due to the economic 
recovery after the pandemic and the advance 
of humanity towards the new normality, Ven-
ezuela expects, amongst other strategies, the 
reactivation of the tourism sector, to show 
the world the charms and natural richness 

of our country, that can be enjoyed respon-
sibly with the biosecurity protocols in place.

The celebration of the Bicentenary of the 
Battle of Carabobo has defi nitely been ben-
efi cial to feed the patriot fi ghting spirit that 
resides in the working people, who along with 
Constitutional President, Nicolas Maduro, 
and the civic-military union is determined 
to advance and tell the world with pride: 
unbeaten yesterday, invincible today!

The Communist Party of Australia 
thanks HE Daniel Gasparri for the time 
taken to discuss this important history. We 
call on readers and supporters to continue 
and strengthen the solidarity work with the 
Bolivarian Revolution against these coercive 
measures and self-determination without 
foreign interference. 

CPA INTERVIEW 
DANIEL GASPARRI

Indeed, today Venezuela faces a set of unilateral coercive 
measures which cause shortages in medicines, food, and 
services. Nonetheless, the will of the people is strong. 

Daniel Gasparri, Charge d’Afaires of the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela in Canberra (centre) with CPA President Vinnie Molina (left) and 
CPA General Secretary Andrew Irving (right).
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On 23rd June, the British warship HMS 
Defender entered the territorial waters 
of Crimea, sparking a response of two 
warning shots from a patrol ship and 
four bombs dropped by a Russian Navy 
Su-24M jet. London offi  cially declared 
that “no warning shots have been fi red 
at HMS Defender,” and the ship was 
simply “conducting innocent passage 
through Ukrainian territorial waters 
in accordance with international law.”

However, Russian state media released 
a video showing a coast guard vessel warn-
ing the HMS Defender that it violated its 
state border and fi red warning shots at the 
British warship, refuting London’s asser-
tions about the encounter. Moreover, even 
Jonathan Beale, a military correspondent 
on board the destroyer, called this “innocent 
passage” a “deliberate move to make a point 
to Russia.” This is made blatantly obvious 
with the launch of NATO’s largest operation 
in the Black Sea, Exercise Sea Breeze, begin-
ning less than a week after the confrontation.

THE UKRAINE CONTEXT
The Black Sea has been a strategic point 

of US pressure in its attempts to encircle 
Russia after the dissolution of the Soviet 
Union. This escalated radically after 2014, 
when the US and EU supported the far-right 
Euro maiden coup in Kiev, that toppled the 
pro-Russian government of Viktor Yanuko-
vich. The coup triggered an ongoing civil war 
in the Donbass region in Eastern Ukraine 
and Russia’s annexation of Crimea.

The UK, as well as the entirety of NATO 
that saw Crimea legally reconnected to 
Russia. Historically Crimea was a Russian 
peninsula, a strategically vital region, and 
was signed over to Kiev in 1954 while both 
countries were part of the USSR. In February, 
the Ukrainian government announced plans 
to “recover Crimea” and the Donbass, pro-
voking a major military crisis in the region.

CURIOUS DETAILS
The Russian government foresaw the 

threat and requested Sea Breeze to be 

cancelled this year through its Washington 
embassy on the day before the incident due 
to the high risk of military confrontation. 
This was ignored. The operation, the largest 
in its history, will proceed for 2 weeks after 
the provocation and involve 32 warships, 40 
aircraft, and 5,000 servicemen from 17 NATO 
member states, as well as alliance partners. 
Military personnel from 32 countries are 
expected to participate.

Onboard the HMS Defender hap-
pened to be senior Ukrainian and British 
government offi  cials, including Ukraine’s 
Deputy Minister of Defense and the Brit-
ish Minister for Defence Procurement. It 
is fascinating that such high-ranked rep-
resentatives simultaneously happened to 
be on the particular vessel that breached 
Russian maritime border claims. But who 
could blame them? Sevastopol is wonder-
ful this time of year.

Whilst in such good company, they also 
signed a major bilateral naval agreement 
that day that provides for substantial British 
military aid for the Ukrainian navy and the 
creation of new naval bases in the Black Sea.

The military cooperation of Ukraine with 
NATO countries continues to grow. Russian 
Defence Minister Sergei Shoigu noted that 
seven joint military exercises with the coun-
tries of the alliance are planned in Ukraine 
in 2021 alone.

Meanwhile, Russia’s military, including 
destroyers and fi ghter jets, also carried out 
military exercises the 19th of June within 
60km of Hawaii. According to the Daily 
Mail, these were the “largest war games 
since [the] Cold War” and involved “at 
least 20 Russian warships, submarines, 
and support vessels fl anked by 20 fi ghter 
jets.” The exchange of pleasantries between 
the US and Russia creates the concern that 
the Putin/Biden summit may not have been 
particularly helpful for establishing even 
short-term peace.

The tug-of-war between diff erent forces 
in the Black Sea could result in tragedy for 
the whole world, as the two main nuclear 
weapon producers continue to clash in inter-
est – which is not the prosperity and safety 
of the working class. 

NATO “TESTING THE WATERS” 
WITH RUSSIA IN THE BLACK SEA

British warship 
HMS Defender 

entered the territorial 
waters of Crimea

According to a survey released 
on Monday, Daniel Jadue, the 
candidate for the Communist 
Party of Chile, is positioned 
at the top of the polls for the 
upcoming presidential elec-
tions of next November 21.

These data from the latest 
Cadem Plaza Pública survey, which 
positioned the mayor of Recoleta 
at the head of the race in terms of 
popular support. He has fourteen 
per cent of the spontaneous pref-
erence vote, one point more than 
a week ago, thus remaining at the 
top of the list.

Behind the communist candi-
date is Joaquín Lavín, of the far 
right-wing Independent Democratic 
Union (UDI), and Yasna Provoste, 
of the Christian Democratic Party, 
considered a safe candidate. How-
ever, she has not yet been elected by 
that party, the latter with thirteen 
and nine per cent, respectively.

Daniel Jadue is one of the 
emerging political fi gures since 
the outbreak of the popular revolt 
in 2018 against the government of 
Sebastian Piñera. The mayor of a 
well-to-do commune of Santiago 
has his fi rst litmus test next July 

when the primaries of the left will 
be held.

However, the Cadem poll 
does not predict a good result for 
the communist candidate in the 
second round. It placed Senator 
Yasna Provoste as the winner in 
an eventual second round against 
any other opponent.

In fact, it would be in that 
instance where the legislator would 
gain strength, in an eventual run-
off  with Jadue, where she would 
win with forty per cent of the vote, 
against Lavín with thirty-nine per 
cent, as well as against the right-
wing independent of Chile Vamos, 
Sebastián Sichel.

On the other hand, Jadue would 
not fare well in an eventual second 
round and would also lose the 
election to Lavín, obtaining only 
thirty-two per cent against thirty-
nine per cent of the mayor of Las 
Condes, according to the poll. He 
would also not win against Sichel, 
who would face the same scenario. 
Pollster Cadem has close ties to the 
current administration of Sebastian 
Pińera.
teleSUR 

CHILE: POLL FAVOURS COMMUNIST 
CANDIDATE IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Daniel Jadue, candidate for the Communist Party of Chile.
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The United States has committed yet 
another act of piracy, this time digital. 
The US Department of Justice released 
a statement 22nd June announcing the 
seizure of thirty-six websites, mostly 
belonging to Iranian news agencies 
and those accused by the US of being 
Iranian proxies.

Websites aff ected included Iran’s Press 
TV and Yemen’s Al Masirah.

“Today, pursuant to court orders, the 
United States seized 33 websites used by 
the Iranian Islamic Radio and Television 
Union (IRTVU) and three websites operated 
by Kata’ib Hezballah (KH), in violation of 
US sanctions.”

KH is an Iraqi militia designated by the 
US as a terrorist organisation. The Iraqi 
government does not agree, as they recog-
nise KH as part of the Popular Mobilisation 
Forces allied to the Iraqi military.

“These website seizures were investigated 
by the US Department of Commerce’s Bureau 
of Industry and Security, Offi  ce of Export 
Enforcement and the FBI. The National Secu-
rity Division’s Counterintelligence and Export 
Control Section prosecuted the seizure.”

The statement claims that these websites 
“targeted the United States with disinfor-
mation campaigns and malign infl uence 
operations.”

Bold words coming from the government 
that is the greatest purveyor of disinforma-
tion and malign infl uence – and the Middle 
East region is one of the most obvious exam-
ples! Anyone who believes that the US is a 
just arbiter of truth versus misinformation 
is surely blind, when they lied about Iraq, 
lied about Libya, are lying about Syria, sup-
port the Israeli and Saudi regimes to the hilt 
including their genocides in Palestine and 
Yemen, and – let’s not forget – spread pro-
terrorist propaganda in Afghanistan, as well 
as military training and funding, that led to 
the creation of the Taliban and Al-Qaeda.

The greatest terrorist on Earth portray-
ing themselves as the world leader of coun-
terterrorism; portraying themselves as the 

defenders of freedom and democracy while 
overthrowing governments and censoring 
other countries’ media; who is the disin-
former, the malign infl uencer?

If the United States wishes not to allow 
certain foreign media to be hosted on Ameri-
can servers, then, to some extent, that is their 
right; but they do not get to then still talk 
about being champions of free speech and 
free press. When the US government openly 
funds media outlets around the world that 
spread the most ridiculous lies – for instance 

Radio Free Europe, Radio Free Asia, Alhurra 
TV, and Radio Sawa – then they are not acting 
with any principles except “might is right.”

The hostile US action was facilitated by 
the action of the US Offi  ce of Foreign Assets 
Control designating IRTVU as a “Specially 
Designated National” in October 2020. 
While that took place during the Trump 
administration and its escalation in hostility 
towards Iran, the seizure of websites shows 
that nothing has changed with the change 
to the Biden administration. 

Biden promised to re-enter the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (the “Iran 
Nuclear Deal”); however, he has refused to 
lift sanctions against Iran, which indicates 
this promise is entirely without substance. 
Biden has already carried out two rounds 
of airstrikes in Iraq and Syria targeted at 
“Iranian-backed militias.” The US is no more 
ready to honestly and respectfully enter into 
dialogue with Iran than they ever were; they 
simply wish to bully and intimidate. 

US SEIZES IRANIAN 
NEWS WEBSITES

Valentin Cartillier

In the 14th district of Marseille, 
former McDonalds’ employees 
have led an ongoing occupation of 
an abandoned franchise by turning 
it into a food distribution centre. 
One of the most iconic symbols of 
American capitalist expansionism 
has now become a food bank for 
the community.

The dispute over the store began in 
2018 when the franchisee intended to 
sell all six of his franchises to another 
franchisee, but during the negotiations, 
had decided to sell the one in the 14th 
district to a restauranteur. The reason 
for this odd transaction was not just 
because the store in the 14th was losing 
money, it was because the other fran-
chisee, Mohamed Abbassi, didn’t want 
to deal with the store’s manager, Kamel 
Guémari.

So who is Guémari? He was the 
store’s union delegate and since led 
the occupation initiative. He has long 
been an eff ective labour organiser who 
helped secure better salaries and benefi ts 

for the store’s employees. One is led to 
speculate whether or not the store was 
losing money because it was actually 
paying its workers properly?

According to National Public Radio’s 
Eleanor Beardsley, who went to speak 
with Guémari in 2019, Abbassi openly 
stated that he didn’t want Guémari’s 
store because he “didn’t want trouble.” 
He then went on to say:

“Guémari had turned his workers 
into soldiers ... I have respect for 
Kamel Guémari […] But I don’t 
want to work with him. He tries one 
way; I try another, OK?”
Who would have thought bosses are 

easily frightened by organised workers?
Guémari, faced with the imminent 

closure of the store, took action. Not one 
to do things by halves, he locked himself 
inside of the restaurant, doused himself 
with petrol, with an unlit match ready at 
hand. He live-streamed his protest on 
Facebook. Then followed a long series of 
legal battles, the courts eventually ruled 
to block the sale of the chain. However, 
with no owner, the chain was forced to 

close its doors in December 2019. Gué-
mari had other plans. The employees, 
having lost their jobs, held onto the keys, 
and “illegally” occupied the chain. Now 
it has never been busier. Through the 
strength of their own initiative, work-
ers stockpile food stuff s such as meat, 
potatoes, water bottles, various fruits, 
and many other goods to give to the 
community.

Perplexed customers routinely pull 
into the drive through only to be met 
with a worker, no longer in uniform, 
who proudly points them to the new 
sign “l’après M” or “After McDonalds.” 
The workers who volunteer there explain 
“I’m sorry this is no longer a McDonalds. 
This is a food bank now.”

In early June 2021, the city’s mayor, 
Benoît Payan, head of the Socialist Party, 
announced that the city would be buying 
the store to provide it with much-needed 
security from being bought out. This 
decision was joyfully and victoriously 
received by Guémari and his team. Thus, 
from a decaying symbol of capitalism, a 
socialist initiative was born. 

AFTER MCDONALDS: 
FRENCH EMPLOYEES TURN ABANDONED 

FRANCHISE INTO A FOOD BANK
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The International Brother-
hood of Teamsters, one of the 
largest unions in the United 
States, voted 24th June to 
approve a resolution titled 
“Building Worker Power at 
Amazon.” The resolution 
states that “building worker 
power at Amazon and help-
ing those workers achieve a 
union contract is a top prior-
ity for the Teamsters Union 
and the Union commits to fully 
fund and support the Amazon 
Project, to supply all resourc-
es necessary and to ultimately 
create a special Amazon Divi-
sion to aid Amazon workers 
and defend and protect the 
standards in our industries 
from the existential threat that 
is Amazon.”

This comes after workers in 
a Bessemer, Alabama warehouse 
voted against forming a union in 
April this year. This was the fi rst-
ever attempt by Amazon employees 
to unionise in the United States.

The Amazon Project comes in 
response to the appalling working 
conditions of Amazon employees 
as well as Amazon’s persistent 
attempts to squash the union 
movement in the United States. 
Employees report unsafe work-
ing conditions, including a lack of 
social distancing, inadequate PPE, 
unrealistic time pressure on deliv-
eries, inadequate breaks, and seri-
ous safety concerns. In 2019, the 
company reported 14,000 serious 
injuries, which works out to 7.7 for 

every 100 employees. No wonder 
Amnesty International has called 
Amazon’s practices a violation of 
international human rights law.

This is before one even gets to 
the issue of low pay. Even though 
Amazon is one of the few employers 
in the US that pays a $15 minimum 
wage, this would still not meet the 
cost of living for most Americans. 
A family of four cannot live on a 
$15/hr minimum wage in any US 
state. Advocates say that $15 ought 
to be the fl oor, but a “living wage” 
would need to be much higher.

All this while Amazon celebrat-
ed its most profi table year ever in 
2020, with an eighty-four per cent 
increase in net profi t to $386bil. 
That’s a fi gure that outstrips the 
GDP of most countries, including 
New Zealand, South Africa, and 
Israel. If Amazon were a country, 
it would be the 39th richest nation 
on Earth.

Amazon has a long and storied 
history of union busting. Since its 
foundation in 1994, not a single 
Amazon workplace has unionised. 
The Bessemer warehouse was 
the fi rst attempt. Before the vote, 
Amazon intimidated and harassed 
workers into voting no through 
texts and social media, in addition 
to launching an anti-union website 
and forcing its employees to attend 
anti-union meetings at work.

They strongly urged their 
so-called “associates” not to give 
up their right to speak for them-
selves and not to let a union “take 
their money for nothing.” Joshua 
Brewer, an organiser with the 
Retail, Wholesale and Department 

Store Union (RWDSU) called the 
tactics “severe.” While they cer-
tainly ramped up their eff orts this 
year, these tactics are nothing new. 
A few years back, footage leaked 
showing Amazon’s internal anti-
union training videos.

“We are not anti-union,” the 
video states, “but we are not neutral 
either. We will boldly defend our 
direct relationship with associates 
[…] we do not believe unions are in 
the best interests of our customers, 
shareholders or most importantly, 
our associates.” 

One screencap from the video 
warns against the use of union 
“graffi  ti, clothing, fl yers [and] visi-
tors,” as well as the use of “union 
words” like “living wage, grievance, 
contract, [and] representation.” 
Laughable though this may seem 
at fi rst, it belies Amazon’s true 
intentions. They are not about 
protecting their employees, but are 
fi ghting tooth and nail against any 
improvement in wages or condi-
tions which might eat into their 
enormous profi ts. 

This kind of anti-union rhetoric 
is why it is more important than 
ever in the United States that 
employees are educated on their 
rights at work and empowered 
to demand those rights through 
collective action. That’s what the 
Teamsters propose to do in the 
United States, and what unions 
in Australia are trying to do here.

In late 2020, the Shop, Dis-
tributive and Allied Employees’ 
Association (SDA) joined forces 
with the Transport Workers Union 
(TWU) to form the Online Retail 

and Delivery Workers Alliance, 
which is fighting for safe and 
secure work for Amazon employ-
ees in Australia. They are fi ghting 
against unsafe and insecure work 
as well as for wage increases. The 
SDA website states that “it does not 
want to see a race to the bottom on 
poor working conditions and pay 
for Amazon workers in Australia, 
like it is in America.”

This distancing from the United 
States might be premature. While 
we have somewhat better infra-
structure in place to protect labour 
rights, Amazon is trying its best 
to get around it. NSW State Sec-
retary of the SDA Richard Olsen 
has stated that

“What’s abundantly clear is 
that Amazon and companies like 
it are attempting to normalise 
worker exploitation under the guise 
of innovation. In the last three 
months, fi ve food delivery riders 
working in the gig economy have 
been killed on our roads. Those 
workers died without any rights 
and without workers compensa-
tion to take care of their families. 
We’re going to see the same carnage 
with Amazon’s new gig-style model 
‘Amazon Flex’ unless the Federal 
Government urgently steps up and 
regulates this industry.” 

Amazon Flex is a gig economy 
type system that allows workers to 
use their own vehicles to deliver 
Amazon packages. Of course, the 
danger is that the legal status of gig 
workers is still unclear and, until a 
court rules that they must be con-
sidered employees, they may not 
be entitled to the same federally 

mandated protections as other 
workers (for more information 
see Guardian #1964 ‘Fair Work 
Commission Rules Gig Workers 
are Employees’).

Labour unions are vital under 
capitalism. The system works by 
keeping jobs scarce enough that a 
portion of the working class will 
always be unemployed. Marx called 
this section of the working class 
“the reserve army of the unem-
ployed.” The scarcity of jobs and 
the lack of an adequate social secu-
rity net makes workers dependent 
and expendable. If an individual 
worker threatens to walk out, the 
company can easily replace them. 
But by banding together to bargain 
collectively as a union, workers are 
able to exert pressure on the bosses 
to force them to award greater pay 
and conditions. Unions also act as 
a safety net to ensure that these 
conditions cannot be revoked at 
the drop of a hat, in part by lob-
bying for government mandated 
minimum protections.

The Teamsters’ vote on Project 
Amazon is a historic victory for the 
US labour movement. There is a 
reason that Amazon has so fi ercely 
resisted unionisation up until this 
point – they are genuinely afraid of 
the power of unionised workers. If 
a union can bring one of the largest 
corporations on earth to the table 
and force better conditions, it will 
set a precedent for workers across 
the United States – and beyond. 

TEAMSTERS VOTE ON 
AMAZON UNION INITIATIVE

All this while Amazon celebrated its most 
profitable year ever in 2020, with an eighty-four 

per cent increase in net profit to $386bil.



Guardian 5th July, 2021  11

Amiad Horowitz

The Red Scare is back in 
Florida. As was reported by 
People’s World last month, 
the Republican-led govern-
ment of the state has been 
ramping up its attacks on 
democracy with a special 
focus on using the state 
education system to spread 
anti-communist ideology. 
Anti-communism almost 
always goes hand in hand 
with the promotion of rac-
ism (covert or overt) and 
other repressive or fascist-
like ideologies. Right on cue, 
the government of Florida 
is showing the accuracy of 
that assessment.

The law signed by Gov. Ron 
DeSantis will require Florida 
state schools to survey the politi-
cal affi  liations of all their teaching 
staff . The governor says Florida 
schools have become “socialism 
factories” and that this bill will 
put an end to this imaginary 
problem.

Such laws are a callback 
to the infamous “blacklists” of 
the McCarthyite 1950s, during 
which professionals were banned 
from work in many fi elds and 
persecuted because they were 
communists or suspected of 
being communists. At its height, 
thousands of Americans were 
banned or shunned from their 
places of work, and even more 

were intimidated into keeping 
their thoughts secret to avoid 
such a fate. People were intimi-
dated or blackmailed into falling 
in line with anti-communism. A 
few years ago, it was generally 
accepted that the McCarthyite 
era was a stain on the democratic 
history of the US, but apparently, 
the Florida Republican Party has 
reconsidered.

The Florida governor insists 
that these surveys, which will not 
be anonymous, will not be used 
for purposes of hiring, fi ring, 
and promotions – which, if true, 
begs the question of how it will 
address the DeSantis’s issue with 
left-wing teachers “indoctrinating 
students.” So is the goal simply 
to instil fear among educators?

This law has another provi-
sion that allows students to fi lm 
their teachers so that they can sue 
them. Republicans claim this is 
meant to protect students from 
“indoctrination,” but it can easily 
be used to intimidate teachers 
that may have beliefs with which 
some students disagree. This is 
an all-out assault on teachers’ 
freedom and ability to teach 
their students as they have been 
trained to do.

This latest law is part of a 
general overall Republican-led 
assault on education and democ-
racy across the United States. 
Just two weeks ago, Florida 
forbade schools from teaching 
critical race theory. A number 

of other Republican-governed 
states look to follow in line.

Equally transparent, many 
Republican-ruled states have 
been passing laws in order to 
suppress their citizens’ ability to 
vote. These laws are specifi cally 
aimed at minorities and work-
ing-class people because they 
are more likely to vote against 
Republicans. Now, Florida is 
leading the way in the next phase 
and trying to prevent children 
from learning any ideas that 
the Republican Party considers 
“stale,” as the governor choose 
to label them.

Some more progressive 
members of Congress have been 
trying to fi ght back against this 
Republican assault on democ-
racy. The “For the People Act” 
was proposed with the hope 
of defending the voting rights 
of Americans. The bill passed 
the House, but got stuck in the 
Senate due to a lack of support 
from corporate Democrats 
and the threat of a Republican 
fi libuster.

The Republican Party is 
doing all it can to make sure 
they do not lose any power. The 
easiest way to attain that goal is 
to make it harder for people to 
vote, and to ban the teaching of 
any ideas that the Republican 
Party disagrees with or which 
could threaten their rule. These 
are the bricks that are used to lay 
the road to fascism. 
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LOYALTY OATHS FOR TEACHERS 
IN FLORIDA’S NEW RED SCARE

Politics in the Pub Perth
TALKING ABOUT REVOLUTION

6pm Thursday 22nd July
43 Below Restaurant & Bar

Corner of Hay and Barrack Streets, Perth CBD

CPA speakers
Free entry 

For more information 
email perth@cpa.org.au or call 0419 812 872

The KKE (Communist Party of Greece 
– Marxist-Leninist ) with great sor-
row bids farewell to Kosta Sarantidis 
(Nguyễn Văn Lập), a humble Greek 
communist, exemplary internation-
alist who fought alongside the Viet-
namese during French colonial rule 
in Vietnam and became a hero of the 
freedom struggle of the people of Viet-
nam. He passed away on the 24th of 
June 2021.

Kostas Sarantidis was born in 1927 
in Thessaloniki to refugee parents from 
Asia Minor. A descendant of large poor 
family, he started working from an early 
age. Towards the end of World War II, he 

was arrested and sent to a forced labour 
camp, but in the meantime Germany sur-
rendered. In 1945 he was recruited by the 
French into the Foreign Legion, suppos-
edly to fi ght against the Japanese in the 
Far East.

Arriving in Indochina in February 
of 1946, he realised the role that French 
imperialism was playing, and a little later, 
the 4th of June, he defected and joined the 
Viet Minh. In 1949 he became a member 
of the Communist Party of Vietnam. He 
fought on the side of the Vietnamese 
people until the defeat of the French and 
the independence of Vietnam. He was 
then demobilised with the rank of captain 

and lived in Vietnam until 1965, when he 
returned to Greece.

Upon his return to Greece, he worked 
at Pechiney where he contributed to the 
creation of the fi rst KKE organisation in 
the French monopoly. He wrote books and 
was instrumetal in raising funds for the 
thousands of victims of “Agent Orange” 
Dioxin toxicant with which the United 
States poisoned Vietnam.

In 2010 he was awarded honorary 
Vietnamese citizenship and in 2013 he 
was named Hero of the People’s Armed 
Forces.

Kostas was a living link between 
the heroic traditions and the popular 

movements of our countries and those 
of Vietnam. His life is an example and a 
legacy for young militants.

The CC of the KKE expresses its deep-
est condolences to his children and grand-
children, to his brothers, to his fellow 
militants and the people of Vietnam.

Athens 25/06/2021
Press Bureau of the Central Committee

KKE: ON THE DEATH OF 
KOSTAS SARANTIDIS (Nguyễn Văn Lập)

Communist Party of Greece Statement
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Chen Qingqing and Liu Xin

Chinese President Xi Jinping 
held a video meeting with Rus-
sian President Vladimir Putin 
on Monday three days ahead 
of the centennial of the Com-
munist Party of China and 
upon the occasion of the 20th 
anniversary of the signing of 
Russia-China Treaty on Good-
Neighbourliness and Friendly 
Cooperation.

China and Russia agree to 
extend the China-Russia Treaty of 
Good-neighbourliness and Friendly 
Cooperation, said a joint statement 
released upon the Xi-Putin video 
meeting on Monday.

China-Russia cooperation 
injects positive momentum into 
the international community when 
the world is undergoing profound 
changes and humanity is encoun-
tering multiple crises in develop-
ment. China-Russia cooperation 
sets an example for a new type of 
international relations, the Chinese 
President noted.

The treaty aligns with both 
countries’ fundamental interests, 
echoes the themes of the times for 
peace and development, and is a 
vivid example of building a new 
type of international relations and 
community with a shared future for 
mankind, Xi said.

Putin congratulated the CPC on 
its centenary and said that Russia 
has valued exchanges with the CPC 
in history and hoped to enhance 
inter-party exchanges with the CPC. 
He also expressed hope that under 
the CPC leadership, China will make 
new achievements in social devel-
opment and play a more important 
role in international aff airs.

The latest meeting was the 
second interaction between the two 
top leaders within six weeks after 
they witnessed the groundbreak-
ing ceremony of a bilateral nuclear 
energy cooperation project on the 
19th of May.

The frequent interactions 
between top leaders of the two 
countries show deepening mutual 
trust and delivered a heavy blow to 

Western attempts to split China-
Russia friendship, analysts said.

The online meeting coincided 
with the 20th anniversary of the 
signing of the Russia-China Treaty 
on Good-Neighborliness and 
Friendly Cooperation, according 
to a statement from the Kremlin. 
The treaty was signed by the former 
Chinese leader Jiang Zemin and 
Putin on the 16th of July, 2001. 
Xi and Putin are scheduled to 
exchange congratulatory messages 
and evaluate the current state and 
prospects for a strategic partnership 
between their countries, Kremlin’s 
statement said.

Against the backdrop of the 
COVID-19 pandemic and hostility 
from the West, Xi and Putin’s video 
meeting shows the two countries’ 
resolution to deepen bilateral ties 
and work together to safeguard 
global strategic stability, according 
to Chinese experts.

The meeting between Biden and 
Putin on the 16th of June ended 
with no signifi cant breakthroughs, 
though it had shown that US-Russia 
tensions have eased a little bit. 
But the global focus has been on 
whether this meeting will change 
the course of China-Russia relation-
ship as the US media speculated 
whether the Biden administration 
could successfully divide Russia-
China partnership – a growing 
threat to Washington, some ana-
lysts have said.

The timing of this online meet-
ing shows that the two leaders 
attach great importance to the 
bilateral ties and high-level strategic 
partnership, Yang Jin, an associate 
research fellow at the Institute of 
Russian, Eastern European and 
Central Asian Studies under the 
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, 
told the Global Times:

“As Russia’s top leader, Putin 
is sending sincere greetings to the 
leader of the CPC, which signals 
China-Russia ties would be deep-
ened without being aff ected by 
other great power ties.”

Chinese State Councilor and 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi on the 
1st of June said that the treaty has 

shaped a new type of major power 
relationship between China and 
Russia in the past 20 years:

“The two sides have always 
taken mutual support as the funda-
mental way to get along with each 
other, mutual benefi t and win-win 
cooperation as the core principle of 
cooperation, China-Russia friend-
ship as the most precious thing to 
be passed on from generation to 
generation, and safeguarding peace 
as their unshirkable international 
responsibility.”

At the time of signing the treaty, 
both Russia and China faced the 
issues of transition in complicated 
international relations. Long before 
the 9/11 incident, wars happened 
in the Middle-East, including 
the Gulf War. After the 9/11, the 
US and the West had ramped up 

interference in the Middle-East and 
caused regional turmoil. Russia 
has faced great pressure from the 
West, including NATO’s expansion 
to the East as well as the scramble 
for sphere of infl uence in Central 
and Eastern Europe, Yang noted.

For China, it also faced chal-
lenges on development and security, 
especially in the security fi eld – how 
to defend its western regions and 
deal with problems on the South 
and East China Seas.

Under this background and 
based on mutual needs, China and 
Russia signed the treaty. The treaty 
not only contains mutual respect on 
each other’s political position, but 
also respect of each other’s choices. 
“All these have contributed to the 
smooth and stable development 
of China-Russia ties and it has 

been 20 years after the signing of 
China-Russia treaty, and both have 
set a good example for building a 
new type of major-power relations 
to the international community,” 
Yang said.

Given the current complicated 
international situation after the EU 
recently extended economic sanc-
tions against Russia and after the 
UK and Russia reportedly escalated 
a war of words over the Black Sea 
warship incident, the exchange of 
views between the Chinese and 
Russian top leaders on global issues 
will help maintain global stability 
and peace, Wang Xianju, deputy 
director and research fellow at the 
Renmin University of China-Russia 
St Petersburg State University 
Russian Research Center, told the 
Global Times. 
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