
753 8
Socialism: 
Utopian and Scientifi c

Capitalism and 
mental health

The country’s keeper of 
our history?

In Solidarity
with Cuba

TEACHERS DEMAND FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT MAKE THEIR 

VACCINATIONS A “PRIORITY”
E Lennon

The Australian Education Union (AEU) 
wants educators across the country to 
be considered higher up on the list for 
those to be inoculated against COVID-
19. The union released a statement 
on their position, calling for a clearer 
approach to the rollout. 

“We have sought a commitment that the 
education workforce has priority access to 
the COVID-19 vaccination in recognition 
of their status as essential workers,” AEU 
Federal President Correna Haythorpe said. 
“However, at no point has the federal gov-
ernment given education workers the cour-
tesy of making clear when they will receive 
a vaccine.”

“There are currently thousands of families 
in lockdown due to COVID-19 transmission 
in schools, including the families of teach-
ers, principals and education support staff . 
This highlights the urgency of ensuring that 
the education workforce is as safe as pos-
sible from COVID-19, by prioritising their 
vaccination.”

The AEU’s statement comes after criti-
cisms of the Morrison government’s handling 
of the vaccine rollout have caused confusion 
for many Australians. 

“[The] announcement that all Austral-
ians under forty can speak to their GP about 
receiving the AstraZeneca vaccine has caused 
enormous confusion,” Ms Haythorpe said, 
“about when, where and how education 
workers will receive a vaccine.” 

The NSW Teachers’ Federation (the 
NSW branch of the AEU) released their own 
statement making similar demands. These 
concerns have been heightened with worry 
that the Delta variant could see case num-
bers rise signifi cantly as well as the impacts 
of the lockdown extension in Sydney and 
surrounding LGAs. 

“It has been reported schools in Greater 
Sydney will return to ‘online learning’ from 
Tuesday,” the statement said. “And the Fed-
eration understands there is to be no face-
to-face [professional learning] on Monday’s 
School Development Day. Staff  may attend 
their work site if they need or want to.”

In a prior statement, the Teachers’ Fed-
eration also called for teachers to be able to 
access vaccines more readily. 

“While Federation understands and 
supports that the immediate government 
priority for the COVID-19 vaccinations is 
for workers in frontline health care, aged 
care, disability care, and quarantine and 
border facilities,” the statement said, “the 
roll-out strategy’s identifi cation of ‘critical 

and high-risk workers’ must ensure that 
teachers and principals in schools be placed 
in the higher priority groups, given their 
critical role to societal functioning.”

While teachers, other essential workers 
and vulnerable people across the states and 
territories wait for their own vaccinations, 
there has been one example of queue jump-
ing that has had all these groups upset. St 
Joseph’s College in Sydney, a high-fee private 
school, managed to secure 163 Pfi zer vaccine 
doses for boarding HSC students. 

The private school used the four per 
cent of indigenous students, in the cohort 
of 200, as the reason why they approached 
Sydney Local Health District to administer 
the doses. NSW Health has described it as 
“an error”, which has drawn fi re for mini-
mising the poor decision. 

Greens MP David Shoebridge condemned 
the school and NSW Health’s actions.

“If the alleged reason St Joseph’s students 
got access to Pfi zer was due to the risk of 
spreading COVID to Indigenous communi-
ties, then a far more eff ective solution would 
be to vaccinate those communities instead,” 
Mr Shoebridge said. 

The president of the NSW Teachers’ 
Federation Angelo Gavrielatos said he was 
“speechless” at the news. Gavrielatos reaf-
fi rmed the Federation’s stance that it is the 
teachers who must be prioritised.

NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian didn’t 
give an indication on whether their request 
would be addressed and instead dismissed 
their concerns. 

“A number of teachers, I understand, 
have already been vaccinated,” said Ms 
Berejiklian. “But all of us, any one of us, in 
and around the community, have potential 
to spread the virus.

“As soon as we get those extra doses, of 
course we’ll continue to make sure that we 
provide the vaccine. But it is really impor-
tant to note that there are many people who 
would like to get the vaccine that currently 
don’t have access to it. The New South Wales 
government has expressed its frustration 
along the process but what we have to do is 
work with what we have.”

Premier Berejiklian’s stance continues 
the Morrison government’s inconsistent and 
heavily criticised rollout: including a lack of 
eff ort to combat vaccine hesitancy and com-
municate a consistent message. 

The government’s treatment of all front-
line workers shows a lack of organisation 
and a disregard for them altogether. Ten-
sions have been rising between state and 
federal governments, aggravated in the 
wake of the latest case numbers across the 

country and the extension to the Sydney 
lockdown. 

Instead of the Morrison government 
rectifying the rollout with a strategic plan 
forward, independent of the private sector, 
Treasurer Josh Frydenberg has announced 
that the federal government will be depend-
ing on businesses to provide help to further 
Australia’s rollout. 

The talks with business representatives 
include representatives from corporations 
such as Coles, the Commonwealth Bank, 
Telstra, Westfarmers, Virgin and Qantas. 

“It was a very important discussion,” said 
Frydenberg. “And it continues the strong 
cooperation we have between the federal 
government and the business community 
from day one of this pandemic.” 

“[The business community] have had 
experience in delivering the fl u vaccine to 

their workers,” said Mr Frydenberg in an 
interview with 2GB. “As supply comes along, 
[business] can play a greater role.”

In conducting discussions with big 
business, this meeting excluded workers 
and unions from being engaged in a vac-
cination rollout course correction that will 
directly impact their livelihoods. This focus 
on pandemic profi teers over any substan-
tive intention to work toward the safest and 
most effi  cient way to protect frontline and 
essential workers demonstrates the priori-
ties of the Morrison government. This also 
excluded the requests by teachers to be 
prioritised for vaccine protection. It shows 
that business interests cannot be divorced 
from state responsibility, even in times as 
crucial to the welfare of the country like the 
pandemic recovery. 
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HEAL COUNTRY! 
– PROTECTING 

INDIGENOUS LAND 
AND CULTURE

Last week was NAIDOC week, a week held across 
Australia every July, which celebrates Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples’ history, culture, and 
achievements. Every year there is a theme, and this 
year the theme was “Heal Country!”. Heal Country!, 
according to NAIDOC, is a call “for all of us to con-
tinue to seek greater protections for our lands, our 
waters, our sacred sites and our cultural heritage 
from exploitation, desecration, and destruction. 
Country that is more than a place and inherent to 
our identity.”

Given the Morrison government’s lack of commit-
ment to divesting from fossil fuels, which has left 
Australia behind globally, the theme could not be 
more appropriate. 

Earlier this year, over 100 traditional owners and 
scientists from around the country met in March to 
build a national First Nations voice on climate change. 
The event, the National First Peoples Gathering on 
Climate Change, was convened by CSIRO, where in-
sights about climate change were shared in an attempt 
to “build a national First Nations voice on climate 
change” (Guardian UK).

The co-chair, Bianca McNeair, a Malgana woman 
from Gatharagudu (Shark Bay) in Western Australia, 
said on the importance of the event that “changing 
climate aff ects our cultural practices, it’s changing 
our seasonal calendars […]. All of those things are 
facing all our mob across Australia.”

NAIDOC week is continuing that focus. However, 
while some of these climate disasters occur indirectly 
by human activity (such as the 2019 bushfi res), plenty 
of them are not. One of the most egregious examples 
in recent history was last year’s destruction of the 
Juukan Gorge cave in WA by Rio Tinto. The cave was 
a sacred site for Puutu Kunti Kurrama and Pinikura 
peoples and was evidence of continuous human oc-
cupation for over 46,000 years – a span that includes 
the last Ice Age. 

Thus, for Indigenous peoples preserving the land 
is more than an environmental issue; it’s a cultural 
issue too.

One example McNeair highlighted earlier this 
year was how “the birds’ movements across coun-
try have changed, so that’s changing songlines that 
[Indigenous people have] been singing for thousands 
and thousands of years, and how that’s impacting 
them as a community and culture.”

Acknowledging Indigenous peoples’ connection 
to Country, Australia Post launched during NAIDOC 
week new packaging for parcels where traditional 
place names could be written. 

Speaking on the importance of recognising 
Indigenous place names Gomeroi woman Rachael 
McPhail, who has been petitioning Australia Post 
for the change, stated that “for every town, for every 
place in this country, we have an original name, and 
it’s important to use them as a celebration and to 
recognise the history and the connection of First 
People to country […].” 

The struggle for not only recognition but also 
meaningful participation has long been a fi ght for 
Indigenous peoples. This fi ght must continue beyond 
NAIDOC week because the destruction of this land 
will not only wipe out the culture and history of First 
Nations people but also destroy the livability of this 
land for non-Indigenous people as well. 
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CPA PRESIDENT’S 
CONTRIBUTION TO 

THE CPC AND WORLD 
POLITICAL PARTIES 

SUMMIT
Speech delivered by 

Party President Vinnie Molina
Comrades and friends,
I thank the Communist Party of China’s Interna-
tional Department for the invitation to partici-
pate in this Summit. Socialists have struggled 
for the last one hundred years since the Great 
October Socialist Revolution for people’s hap-
piness, peace and harmony.

Political parties and organisations from all political 
and ideological perspectives have the responsibility 
to work together in solidarity with each other for the 
elimination of poverty, health, education, and to save 
the planet from climate change or war.

On the historic occasion of the centenary of the 
founding of the Communist Party of China the Com-
munist Party of Australia sends its fraternal greetings 
and congratulations.

We listened with interest to comrade Xi Jinping’s 
address on the Centenary celebrations and we are 
confi dent that his assessment of the heroic develop-
ment of the Chinese revolution and the construction 
of socialism with Chinese characteristics provides 
a real example for the world. As the CPA General 
Secretary comrade Andrew Irving said in a recent 
interview with Chinese media, the developments 
and achievements led by the CPC is a success for all 
Marxists around the world.

The CPA appreciates its growing fraternal relations 
with the Communist Party of China, and the deepen-
ing relations amongst the international Communist 
movement generally. The experience of the CPC in 
carrying out revolution and socialist construction, 
as well as the adaptation of Marxism to the complex 
circumstances in China, is a vast library of knowledge 
studied throughout the world.

The unipolar world with US hegemony has been a 
disaster for the people of the world. But world events 
are moving in a new direction. China’s growing pres-
tige amongst the developing world is revealing new 
opportunities for human development, independence, 
peace, and happiness for the people.

International solidarity is growing between the 
world’s progressive people striving for independence, 
peace, and socialism. While the socialist camp took a 
serious hit towards the end of the 20th century, the 
growing solidarity and cooperation between China, 
Vietnam, Lao PDR, DPRK [North Korea], and Cuba, 
as well as the revolutionary processes underway in 
Venezuela and elsewhere, inspires confi dence in the 
future of international socialism and the long march 
towards Communism.

The United States spreads vicious lies and applies 
grossly unfair means such as criminal sanctions and 
interventions, in desperate attempts to maintain its 
dominance. But the emerging standard of interna-
tional relations, exemplifi ed by China’s commitment 

to multilateralism, equality, and respect, reveals a new 
way forward in the interests of humanity.

Building a community with a shared future for 
humankind is a model for the peaceful development of 
international relations. We believe that only through 
solidarity can the COVID pandemic be defeated. No 
one is safe until all are safe. Developed countries must 
ensure vaccines and technologies are shared with the 
developing world. Patents must be suspended allow-
ing the transfer of technology and raw materials for 
the manufacture of vaccines.

The Communist Party of China’s achievements 
in poverty reduction show what is possible with a 
scientifi c, materialist outlook on development and 
governance. The diff erence between capitalist and 
socialist systems is brought into clear focus: under 
capitalism the interests of working and poor people are 
only relevant when it is in the interests of the wealthy; 
under socialism, the interests of the wealthy are only 
considered where they are relevant to the interests of 
the working people.

Countries must work in developing friendly and 
benefi cial relations; Australia and China have a lot 
to gain in overcoming their diff erences. Establishing 
respectful diplomatic and trade relations based on the 
principle of no interference in the internal aff airs of 
each country.

The democratisation of organisations like the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) in which workers’ rights 
are respected and not subjugated to the interests of 
multinational corporations will guarantee the planet 
and the environment are put fi rst.

Peaceful resolution of diff erences in the Asia-Pacifi c 
is an imperative for the best interests of all countries 
in the area. We will continue to campaign for peace 
and no war in the pacifi c.

The CPC’s ambitious goals towards the People’s 
Republic of China’s centenary in 2049 will transform 
China into a powerful modern socialist country and 
a model for the world.

“The Marxist doctrine is omnipotent because it is 
true” – these immortal words of Comrade Lenin remain 
as valid as ever. And as Comrade Mao Zedong said: 
“Armed with Marxist-Leninist theory and ideology, 
the Communist Party of China has brought a new style 
of work to the Chinese people, a style of work which 
essentially entails integrating theory with practice, 
forging close links with the masses and practising 
self-criticism.” This style of work continues to be car-
ried on by the CPC, guiding the successive victories 
of the Chinese people.

Long live the Communist Party of China!
Long live proletarian internationalism!
Long live socialism!
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WHAT VALUE HAS THE COUNTRY’S 
KEEPER OF OUR HISTORY?

Anna Pha

It says a lot about the values and priori-
ties of the Morrison government when 
the body responsible for protecting Aus-
tralia’s historical records is forced to 
go to the public with a begging bowl to 
save hundreds of thousands of impor-
tant historical records. These archives 
are a permanent record of Australia’s 
heritage, carefully selected based on 
their enduring value.

The National Archives of Australia (NAA) 
is a treasure trove of historical records, some 
predating federation. They are a vital source 
of information for historians, researchers, and 
members of the public. There are millions 
of items in the archives, the overwhelming 
majority available for public scrutiny. There 
are more than eleven million photographic 
items and 400,000 records on magnetic tapes 
or fi lm that could be lost within fi ve to ten 
years without an adequate funding boost.

These records include tapes of the Stolen 
Generation Royal Commission, nuclear tests 
at Maralinga, war records, war-time prime 
ministerial speeches, ASIO surveillance 
footage, original fi lms of early Australian 
Antarctic research expeditions, and rare 
audio tapes of Indigenous languages. Some 
of these are in languages at risk of being lost.

Time is running out. These records – paper, 
photos, posters, audio and cassette tapes, video 
cassettes, and artefacts – are disintegrating. 
The few remaining tape machines and other 
equipment on which to play recordings so that 
they can be digitalised are no longer produced 
and are in scarce supply. More than ninety 
per cent of Australia’s audio-visual tape col-
lection at the National Archives of Australia 
could be lost by 2025, the NAA warns. Once 
lost, it is gone forever.

“It’s internationally accepted that by the 
year 2025, the machinery that runs this stuff  
will have essentially failed, and the people 
who can maintain this stuff  will have essen-
tially disappeared from the workforce,” NAA 
director David Fricker warns.

FUNDING CUTS
Over the past three decades successive 

governments have starved the NAA of funds 
to carry out this work. The NAA has been 
subjected to the same “effi  ciency dividends” 
as other government arts and cultural institu-
tions. As a result, approximately twenty-fi ve 
percent of staff  have been lost in recent years.

In the May budget, the government allo-
cated $700,000 with nothing for additional 
staffi  ng. An extensive review was conducted 
last year by an experienced public servant 
David Tune into the NAA’s funding require-
ments. Tune found that it would cost more 
than $400mil to preserve the archive’s deli-
cate collection and recommended that the 

government provide $67.7mil to preserve 
the most at-risk items over the coming years.

The Sydney Morning Herald, The Age, 
and the ABC played an important role in 
exposing the huge funding shortfalls and the 
crisis facing the national archives. Anger and 
outrage over the measly $700,000 and the 
NAA going cap in hand to the public forced 
the government to provide an additional 
$67.7mil over four years.

The $67.7mil was announced on the 
30th of June and is expected to save around 
300,000 records. It is a welcome reprieve but 
remains far short of the more than $400mil 
to save the remaining endangered records.

“The Archives will likely need further 
injections of funding to fulfi l its critical role 
in our democracy. These archives belong to 
all of us; it is vital that all Australian citizens 
can access records of government decision-
making,” Michelle Arrow, co-editor of His-
tory Australia said.

True to its neoliberal outlook, the govern-
ment hates science and takes a philistine atti-
tude towards culture and the arts. It neglects 
anything that is not going to spin massive 
profi ts for its mates in the big end of town. 
The NAA’s cultural and heritage attributes 
are anathema to the Coalition government.

$500MIL FOR 
WAR MEMORIAL

The government has begun a $500mil 
program to redevelop the Australian War 
Memorial at a time when the NAA, which 
houses a substantial number of war records, 
needs an additional $400mil plus. This 
includes the refurbishment of the main 
building, bulldozing of the ANZAC Hall, its 
replacement, and a public space.

Since the project was fi rst announced, 
the Australian War Memorial redevelop-
ment has met with strong opposition across 
Australia. The Australia Institute (TAI), a 
progressive thinktank, carried out a nation-
ally representative survey of more than 1,000 
Australians to ascertain their views on the 
War Memorial development.

TAI asked respondents what they would 
prefer the money be spent on. They found 
that only thirteen per cent of Australians 
would prefer the funds to be spent on the 
redevelopment of the War Memorial. 

Twenty-six per cent (one in four) indi-
cated a preference for Veterans’ support 
services. Almost half indicated government 
services like health and education. One of 
the suggestions raised in response was to 
direct the money to the NAA.

A REPOSITORY OF 
MILITARY RECORDS

“The Australian War Memorial in its cur-
rent form encourages refl ection and tribute,” 
Admiral (Ret’d) Chris Barrie, former Chief of 
Defence Force 1998-2002, told TAI.

“As Chief of the Defence Force, I saw 
the solemn impact that the memorial had 
on foreign military visitors. It is, and should 
remain, a commemoration of those who lost 
their lives and to those who survived but 
were deeply aff ected by war.

“This proposed expansion would see it 
become a place of cheap tourist entertain-
ment. It is unconscionable,” Barrie said.

Major General (Ret’d) Steve Gower and 
former War Memorial Director said, “Given 
the lack of support and the damage to her-
itage, there is no excuse to go ahead with 
the project under the guise of supporting 
veterans. We should not be building a Khaki 
Disneyland.”

They are just two of a number of former 
military leaders who strongly oppose the 
half-billion-dollar project. If a “Khaki Dis-
neyland” for tourists is the aim, then it is 
completely disrespectful to the families and 
military who lost their lives or suff er ongoing 
traumas associated with war.

The NAA also houses numerous military 
records. From 1942 to 1952, the National 
Library and the War Memorial shared respon-
sibility for Commonwealth records – the 
Memorial for combat-related records, and 
the Library for the remainder. In 1961 the 
Archives Division of the Library gained its 

independence, fi rst as the Commonwealth 
Archives Offi  ce and then later as the NAA.

It has a large collection of material relat-
ing to every confl ict Australia was involved 
in from 1899 to 1975. There are navy, air 
force and army service records; veterans 
case fi les; World War II war crimes; World 
War II internee, alien, and prisoner of war 
records; war Cabinet records; national serv-
ice; amongst others.

INDIGENOUS RECORDS
The NAA provides extensive services to 

historians, academics and the general public. 
It has a searchable website and database. It 
has learning and outreach programs as well 
as touring exhibitions.

Its ground-breaking 1993 exhibition, 
Between Two Worlds, was developed in 
consultation with Aboriginal communities. It 
was about the forced removal of Indigenous 
children from their families in the Northern 
Territory. It toured nationally. Other joint 
projects with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples followed.

The archives contain more than 20,000 
records relating to First Nations’ peoples 
and their history, including personal records 
and government policies. These include 
material on:
• The 1967 referendum to change the 

Constitution to include First Nations’ 
people as citizens

• British nuclear tests at Maralinga
• The National Archives’ Reconciliation 

Action Plan
• Royal Commission into deaths in 

custody records
• The Wave Hill walk-off 
• A petition to King George V for 

Indigenous representation in Federal 
Parliament.

The government must provide the more 
than $400mil still required. This could come 
from the funds allocated for redevelopment 
of the War Memorial. Alternatively, it would 
be appropriate to redirect $500 million 
from the bloated war machine referred to as 
defence expenditure in the budget papers.

As the NAA says: “Today it is the memory 
of the nation, safeguarding Australian his-
tory into the future.”

If we don’t know our memories, our his-
tory, how can we understand where we are 
today or plan for the future?

To change the world, we must know 
it. 

Special Appeal Reds go Green
The Guardian is running a special appeal with the aim of raising $10,000 for solar panels. 

The panels will not only make substantial savings in electricity bills but also put into practice our 
commitment to a sustainable future.

They involve a substantial cash outlay, but we believe that every measure we can take to reduce 
carbon emissions is important. It is not enough to preach “green.” We must act “green”!

We are looking to Guardian readers and CPA members and supporters to assist us with 
this important project. Every contribution is appreciated, no matter how small or large.

Send your contribution today.

Name ....................................................

Amount $ .................
You may /may not publish my name

Send your contribution to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010, email info@cpa.org.au or pay by PayPal on cpa.org.au

Something to say?
Write to 

the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au
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N Woodruff 

Canberra is known for its cold 
mornings, and the 23rd June 
was no exception. The temper-
ature hovered around three 
degrees as the men and women 
of the Maritime Union of Aus-
tralia gathered on the lawns of 
Parliament House to call on the 
government to save Australian 
shipping.

I talked with several union mem-
bers huddled around a gas heater, 
and they shared their stories. Some 
of the workers were on board the MV 
Portland, an ore carrier ship, when 
they were sacked with no notice and 
forcibly removed by security guards. 
An Australian ship, with an Austral-
ian crew, carrying Australian cargo, 
was replaced by a foreign crew. It’s all 
too common in the shipping indus-
try, and under the last eight years of 
Coalition government, Australia has 
lost over 500 shipping jobs.

Over a hot cup of coff ee, I talked 
to a worker turning sausages on the 
barbeque. He off ered me one, and I 
accepted. We started talking about 
the Portland issue, and his voice 
took a darker tone. “There’s a lot of 
modern-day slavery off  Australian 
coasts,” he says. The fi ght against 
slavery has been a union issue for 
years. Many ships in Australian ports 
use highly exploited workers paid as 
little as $2 per hour, working exclu-
sively on the Australian coast, moving 
cargo between Australian ports, yet 

the federal government issues them 
temporary licences that allow them 
to avoid local wages and conditions.

Another worker introduced 
himself to me. He works at a coal 
terminal in Newcastle. He admits the 
days of coal are numbered, but he’s 
optimistic about the future of renew-
able energy. Off shore wind farms 
can provide much-needed jobs and 
energy to former coal towns, but the 
Liberal cuts to TAFE, he says, have 
made it impossible to train enough 
people to make them.

Federal Labor MP Fiona Phil-
lips, member for Gilmore on the 
New South Wales South Coast gave 
a speech on the importance of pro-
tecting Australian shipping. For an 
island nation dependent on shipping 
for ninety-eight per cent of imports 
and exports, Australia only has twelve 
Australian fl agged and crewed cargo 
ships left. Not one of those ships is 
an oil tanker, with dire implications 
for Australia’s fuel security.

With the government continu-
ing the war on workers, abandoning 
Australia’s economic security and 
ignoring the slavery off  Australian 
coasts, it’s unlikely they will make 
changes any time soon. “There’s only 
one way out of this,” a worker says, 
gesturing up to the building on the 
hill. “We have to vote that lot out.”

The Communist Party of Australia 
demands the Australian government 
build a national shipping line oper-
ated by local workers. 

Alexander Vos

On 25th June, United Workers Union 
(UWU) members at the General Mills 
(GM) factory in Rooty Hills, Sydney, 
returned to work after three weeks of 
strike action. Workers originally went 
on strike in response to attempts by 
GM’s management to lock in a three-
year contract with a below fi ve per cent 
pay increase and massive reductions to 
conditions. Workers have endorsed a 
deal that will see all conditions main-
tained, a wage increase of almost nine 
per cent over three years back paid 
to 11th February, a $1500 bonus, and 
protection for all labour-hire casuals 
and contractors who participated in 
the strike.

This deal comes after sustained pres-
sure by the workers at GM and the broader 
union movement. Throughout the dispute, 
the UWU organised numerous community 
pickets at the site and a national day of 
action that saw solidarity pouring in from 
the broader UWU. By the end of the dispute, 
the Transport Workers’ Union (TWU) truck 
drivers refused to deliver stock to the factory. 
Finally, the union members reported that 
due to maintenance workers participating 
in the strike, the production lines were left 
inoperable and that products were expiring 
before being able to leave the factory. On 
an international level, the SEIU Healthcare 
Union in Minnesota, USA, staged protests 
outside General Mills corporate offi  ces. The 
International Union of Food, Agricultural, 
Hotel, Restaurant, Catering, Tobacco, and 
Allied Workers’ Associations (IUF) affi  liates 
from the United States, Spain, Switzerland, 
the United Kingdom and across the entire 
IUF Asia Pacifi c Region also stood in soli-
darity with the GM workers, staging protests 

globally in support of GM workers in Aus-
tralia. IUF General Secretary Sue Longley 
welcomed news of the win saying, “solidarity 
has no borders. When we fi ght together, we 
win together. The IUF congratulates UWU 
and its members at General Mills on their 
win at Rooty Hill.”

The outcome of this strike should show 
workers that we can win against the forces 
of capitalism if we stand united. But it also 

shows the immense barriers in place for 
workers to win even basic economic out-
comes, much less full political control of the 
economy. Throughout this dispute, workers 
and its union were hindered by anti-strike 
laws, which allowed GM management to 
utilise NSW Police as strikebreakers. 

The Communist Party of Australia 
stands in opposition to these laws and all 
who uphold them. The Party believes that 

workers must break these laws to win, but 
also campaign to win the right to strike in 
all its forms. 

The Communist Party of Australia con-
gratulates the GM workers and the UWU on 
their win and calls on workers to not stop 
fi ghting and organise within their respective 
unions to combat anti-strike laws and push 
for the right to strike. 

REPORT: WORKERS WIN AT 
GENERAL MILLS!

For an island nation dependent on 
shipping for ninety-eight per cent 
of imports and exports, Australia 

only has twelve Australian flagged 
and crewed cargo ships left.

MARITIME UNION OF AUSTRALIA TAKES 
THE FIGHT TO PARLIAMENT HOUSE
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CAPITALISM AND 
MENTAL HEALTH

Emily Muagututia and Seamus Carey
Content warning: discussion of suicide

“It is no measure of health to be well-
adjusted to a profoundly sick society.”

Mental illness has become an epidemic. 
It has become so ubiquitous amongst 
the younger generation that it has 
become normalised, and a source of 
bonding. Among older generations, 
suicide rates have become a silent 
catastrophe.

It is hardly surprising that in advanced 
capitalist countries mental illness is highly 
prevalent and on the rise. Our current society 
creates instability and scarcity amongst the 
working class – situations that can almost 
certainly result in some degree of anxiety 
and depression. In many instances doctors 
diagnosing these conditions do not look into 
a person’s current situations that could be 
causing their condition. Psychiatric medicine 
under capitalism places a strong emphasis 
on a person’s upbringing or family history, 
but often overlooks the material conditions 
of the patient.

Human consciousness is a product of 
social relations and human engagement 
with the environment. The mind cannot be 
understood from a purely individualist per-
spective. But the predominant ideology in 
society impresses itself upon all fi elds, and 
psychology and psychiatry are no exception.

Treatment of individual mental suff er-
ing or dysfunction tends to be approached 
from the perspective of the individual, and 
perhaps their “brain chemistry” or a certain 
idealist concept of it. But what if “fi xing” the 
individual can never be enough, while the 
society they are situated in is itself funda-
mentally broken?

Writer and activist Mark Fisher, who 
himself tragically died by his own hand, said: 
“The pandemic of mental anguish that affl  icts 
our time cannot be properly understood, or 
healed, if viewed as a private problem suf-
fered by damaged individuals.” 

SILVER BULLET?
Psychiatric drugs are big business. 

“Making you think you’re crazy is a billion 
dollar industry.”

A recent report stated:
“The global antidepressants market 
is expected to grow from $14.3bil in 
2019 to about $28.6bil in 2020 as 
mental health issues are expected to 
surge due to the eff ects of the COVID-
19 pandemic making an impact on the 
global economy. The market is expected 
to stabilise and reach $19bil at a CAGR 
[compound annual growth rate] of 7.4% 
through 2023.

“The antidepressants market has also 
surged during the COVID-19 outbreak. 
The increasing number of cases and 
fatalities is aff ecting mental health by 
elevating anxiety worldwide. People 
who are already living with mental 
health problems are experiencing 
increased stress levels over the COVID-
19 outbreak. This has triggered the 
demand for antidepressant drugs.”

businesswire.com

Antidepressants have been heavily 
marketed both to health practitioners and 
direct to consumers around the world. The 
claim that these drugs work by “correcting a 

chemical imbalance in the brain” has become 
widely familiar. Strangely though, this claim 
has not been meaningfully backed up by sci-
entifi c research. Pharmaceutical monopolies 
skirt around this inconvenience by adding 
hedging words for deniability, but they have 
a clear interest in encouraging the perception 
of their product as a silver bullet, a simple 
chemical solution to a supposedly chemical 
problem. This is not to say that these drugs 
are necessarily ineff ective; they are indeed 
eff ective for many patients. However, on 
the scale of the whole society, they are only 
one, poorly understood aspect of solving 
the wider crisis.

SOCIETAL SHIFTS
The fact that mental illness and the ways 

in which it manifests are socially and culturally 
specifi c is well-attested. To give an example, 
cross-cultural studies of psychosis have found 
that patients in advanced capitalist countries 
tend to have markedly more negative experi-
ences of symptoms such as hallucinations than 
patients in India or many African countries. 
In the latter case, it is not uncommon for 
patients to describe experiencing helpful or 
friendly hallucinations, which is much rarer 
in Australia, for instance.

Public awareness of mental illness has 
greatly expanded in recent decades. The 
ruling class has at least some interest in com-
batting the decline in mental health amongst 
the entire working population – productivity. 
But at the same time, a dejected, atomised 
working class is easier to boss around, and 
less likely to fi ght back.

The shifting economic dynamics since the 
advent of neoliberalism have contributed to 
raising a young generation amongst whom 
psychological anguish is near-universal. 
The hyper-individualistic culture encour-
aged by decades of neoliberal policy, as well 
as ever-rising expenses of parenting, have 
propelled major changes in family dynam-
ics. Many children and young people grow 
up feeling like a burden, or a burden-until-
proven-innocent. Caught in the crossfi re of 
ideological contradictions, the peculiarities 
of the “middle class” mindset, children are 
increasingly detached from material life, 

and the rapid proliferation of digital media 
provides a world to which to escape, bringing 
with it certain benefi ts but evident harms. 
The commodifi cation and fetishisation of 
everything leave us all in a perpetual daze.

Children, especially aff ecting girls but 
also people of all genders, are taught to com-
modify themselves, including their body. 
Eating disorders are a widespread source of 
suff ering and lasting physical harm.

Suicide rates are notably high amongst 
older people. Often this is linked to a person’s 
perception of being a burden on society or 
their family, and a sense of having nothing 
left to live for. These are symptoms of a 
deeply sick society.

The mental health care system in Aus-
tralia is overwhelmingly privatised and 
expensive, which guarantees inequality of 
access. Homeless people have a high inci-
dence of mental health problems, but lack 
access to high-quality care, keeping people 
stuck in the trap of extreme poverty.

ALIENATION
In some of Marx’s early writings, unpub-

lished during his lifetime but fi rst published 
by the Soviet Marx-Engels-Lenin Institute in 
1932 as “Economic and Philosophic Manu-
scripts of 1844,” Marx developed his now-
well-known concept of alienation.

Marx describes the alienation, or 
estrangement, of labour from the worker by 
the capitalist as having a number of eff ects 
upon the worker.

“(1) The relation of the worker to the 
product of labour as an alien object 
exercising power over him. This relation 
is at the same time the relation to the 
sensuous external world, to the objects 
of nature, as an alien world inimically 
opposed to him.

“(2) The relation of labour to the 
act of production within the labour 
process. This relation is the relation 
of the worker to his own activity as an 
alien activity not belonging to him; 
it is activity as suff ering, strength as 
weakness, begetting as emasculating, 

the worker’s own physical and mental 
energy, his personal life – for what is 
life but activity? – as an activity which 
is turned against him, independent of 
him and not belonging to him. Here we 
have self-estrangement, as previously 
we had the estrangement of the thing.”

Furthermore:
“Estranged labour turns thus:

“(3) Man’s species-being 
[‘Gattungswesen’ in the original, 
signifying the unique character of 
human beings as productive social 
beings with a creative, transformative 
relationship to their environment], 
both nature and his spiritual species-
property, into a being alien to him, into 
a means of his individual existence. It 
estranges from man his own body, as 
well as external nature and his spiritual 
aspect, his human aspect.

“(4) An immediate consequence of 
the fact that man is estranged from 
the product of his labour, from his life 
activity, from his species-being, is the 
estrangement of man from man. When 
man confronts himself, he confronts 
the other man. What applies to a man’s 
relation to his work, to the product of 
his labour and to himself, also holds of 
a man’s relation to the other man, and 
to the other man’s labour and object of 
labour.”
This theory of Marx’s was superseded 

in his mature writings by his breakthrough 
analysis of surplus-value production and 
exploitation, but it remains a valuable model 
to consider the impacts that capitalist soci-
ety has upon workers, independent of their 
personal neurology or any other individual-
centred aspects.

We are all fettered by the painful contra-
dictions of today’s declining capitalist society. 
Our brains didn’t evolve for such a life, so it 
is no wonder that mental illness is becoming 
a pandemic. To cultivate healthy minds, we 
need to build a healthy society. 

The mental health care system in Australia 
is overwhelmingly privatised and expensive, 

which guarantees inequality of access. 
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Barry Murray

“Why do we work?” seems like an odd 
question. Sure everyone works, do they 
not? Or the majority of people do, one 
way or another.

And if you can’t, don’t or won’t work 
there is every chance you are seen as lazy, a 
sponger, or worse. But there has to be more 
to life than work.

The reality for the average worker is that 
they are forced to work to live. They work 
to earn money to pay bills. A tiny minority 
of people can work for no pay or for pleas-
ure only. Work can hardly be described as 
therapy either. Certainly, the working class 
cannot aff ord that.

But what is work, or a job? It is more 
likely to be called “work” or “a job” at the 
working-class level; but when you go up to 
the higher classes it is normally referred to 
as a “career.” Work, or a career, is a means 
of survival. Some people cannot work, or 
choose not to, and live off  state benefi ts and, 
potentially, odd jobs for cash.

The wealthy, on the other hand, generally 
employ others to work for them and reap the 
reward of the labours of those whom they 
employ. Those who inherit wealth seldom 
need to work and instead choose to invest 
and fi nancially exploit to accumulate, to 
gain even more wealth. The ordinary wage 
worker will never be in a position to do that.

As children we learn about work very 
early on: “Daddy has to go to work, Mammy 
has to go to work” ... “What will you work at 
when you grow up?”

So the conditioning of the mind begins 
early. Even in the home environment, 
especially in farming families and family 
businesses, children are given “wee jobs” or 
chores. Do parents subconsciously feel they 
have to begin early to discipline children for 
the vagaries of the world of work ahead? – as 
they themselves were.

When you go to school as a young child 
you are told that a good education will land 
you a good job, and you will be rich and 
famous – “like Alan Sugar, or Bill Gates, or 
Jeff  Bezos.”

The brainwashing about “meritocracy” 
and “competing” begins early. Everything you 
do, even in primary school, is geared to being 
prepared for work. It’s not about learning, 
it’s about being trained to be part of a bigger 
machine. A child’s natural inquisitive nature 
and dreaming are suppressed by the system’s 
curriculum-driven “learning” process: being 
trained by the system, for the system.

A little over a hundred years ago Patrick 
Pearse called the state education system the 
“murder machine,” because he felt it killed 
any natural learning abilities that children 
had. Education, he felt, consisted of a state 
curriculum that poured knowledge into 
pupils’ heads to make them “good citizens” 
and be geared for the world of work. Paulo 
Freire also wrote at great length about the 
politics of that learning process.

Once children reach secondary or gram-
mar school and university, the rate of “groom-
ing for the system” increases dramatically. 
The process of weeding out the “less capable” 
takes on a more ruthless form. Selections 
begin before secondary school or gram-
mar school, then Junior Cert (or GCSE or 
A-Levels) – all of which is just about retain-
ing and regurgitating information.

Whoever fails these hurdles is resigned 
to work, apprenticeship, emigration, or 
starting their own business. Escape and 
become an “entrepreneur” and you really 
become part of the system. Generally, the 

lower your educational achievements the 
lower-paid the work is.

The hierarchy of education, private 
schools v. public schools, further creates a 
division in education and ultimately the type 
of work pupils fi nd themselves in.

The class division is perpetuated even at 
the educational level. And this is no accident. 
The children of the ruling economic and 
political elite (one per cent) are educated 
to perpetuate, manage and control the eco-
nomic system we know as capitalism. The 
workers’ children (ninety-nine per cent) 
act as the wage slaves for this system. Less 
than a hundred years ago children actually 
worked in industry as ordinary workers, with 
no rights or even an education. And this still 
happens around the world today.

It is the norm nowadays for children 
to work while they are still in education. It 
is again necessary to “pay their way” while 
they are at school; and it is the fi rst experi-
ence of debt, through student loans, that 
children have.

This is particularly prevalent and oner-
ous in working-class families. And if these 
children manage to jump all the hurdles to 
get to a college or university they will defi -
nitely need to work part-time.

Everything about education is expense 
on the one hand and profi t for others who 
make education a business. All these condi-
tions train and normalise children for what 
is to come, when they fi nish education and 
get their fi rst “real” job.

Part-time “student workers” are thor-
oughly exploited. Their pay in these tem-
porary jobs is derisory: a minimum wage 
of £4.62 (AU$8.48) per hour for those aged 
under 18, and £6.56 per hour (AU$12.05) 
aged 18 to 20. Aged 21 to 22 it is £8.36 
(AU$15.35), and aged 23 and over it is £8.91 
(AU$16.36) (Source: www.gov.uk).

All of this is precarious work, with what 
are aptly called “as and when” or zero-hour 
contracts.

In these jobs they are treated not as 
children trying to make ends meet and 

be educated but as fully fl edged company 
employees. That means strict rules and time 
management. They learn early that “time 
is money” – though not for the worker but 
the employer.

So at a very early age children inter-
nalise the employee to employers’ rules 
and regulations. As we know, their meagre 
wages and the rules and regulations favour 
the employers and increase their profi ts. 
Through this process, most learn to be sub-
servient to employers and are not radical or 
even unionised. It’s an early lesson in the 
dichotomy of “needing the money and being 
obedient.” What they are is an expendable 
source of cheap labour. This is their entry 
into the “world of work.”

So who does the “world of work” really 
benefi t? And is there another way for humans 
to live? Let’s look at those questions next 
month. 

WHY DO WE WORK?

Less than a hundred years ago children worked in industry as ordinary workers, with no rights or even an education. And this still happens 
around the world today.

The class division is perpetuated even at the educational level. And 
this is no accident. The children of the ruling economic and political 
elite (one per cent) are educated to perpetuate, manage and control 
the economic system we know as capitalism. The workers’ children 

(ninety-nine per cent) act as the wage slaves for this system.
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This distinction between interpreta-
tion and transformation (or change, 
as Marx put it) is precisely what we’ll 
be examining throughout Engels’ book. 
Engels places the utopian version of 
socialism on the side of mere inter-
pretation and scientifi c on the side of 
transformation. As a result, the book 
brings to light many fundamental and 
highly contentious principles of Marx’s 
thought and communism in general. 
Can socialism really be considered a 
“science”? What is Historical Material-
ism? Why does the distinction between 
scientifi c and utopian even matter? 
What contemporary relevance does a 
book written in Europe over 140 years 
ago have for us?

This last question forms the core of what 
this series hopes to demonstrate. The works 
of communism are not antiquated ideas, 
only of interest to petty academic squab-
bles. They form an enormous historical 
body of work born out of the struggles of 
revolutionary movements that continue to 
this day. Communism does not put the cart 
before the horse, as we shall see in this book. 
Instead, rather than abstractly imagining 
how society could be, it draws its knowledge 
from the activity of the working class and 
its revolutionary movement towards the 
creation of a new society.

For many of what we call the “hard” 
sciences, such as physics, chemistry, biol-
ogy, etc., calling socialism a “science” is an 
abomination. They hold that their methodol-
ogy cannot be applied to political, social, and 
historical phenomena. To properly respond 
to their grievances would take tomes so we 
shall leave that question to the side and 
simply explain what communists mean when 
we say scientifi c socialism.

Throughout this brief introduction, 
we’ve been using communism and social-
ism interchangeably, however, there is a 
theoretical diff erence between the two so 
we will henceforth be using socialism since 
that’s what Engels uses. 

In the introduction to the English edition 
of the text Engels emphasises the word “mate-
rialism” to orient not only the philosophical 
position of socialism but also its historical 
and economic analysis. So, to understand 
everything else, we must fi rst understand 
materialism. Put in its simplest defi nition, 
materialism states that everything in the 
world is entirely composed of matter. Even 
human thought is a complex arrangement 
of matter, so matter exists prior to human’s 
thinking about it. It follows from this that 
objects in the world, take your pick of any or 
all objects around you, have an independent 
existence from how you think about them, 
however, because they are also composed 
of matter, we are able to know them. This is 
contrasted with “idealism” which says human 
thought comes before matter. However, 
this position is accompanied by all sorts of 
limitations placed on human thought and its 
ability to fully “know” the objects around us.

So why is this distinction relevant to the 
concepts we’ll be exploring? Engels places 

scientifi c socialism on the side of materialism, 
and utopian socialism on the side of idealism. 
Suppose the world is not entirely composed 
of matter, and human thought somehow has 
a mystical quality that is beyond matter. 
In that case, our ability to analyse reality 
will always be limited. Idealism is forced to 
resort to all sorts of strange justifi cations 
about what special quality human thought 
possesses that nothing else in the universe 
does. To accept idealism is to be plagued by 
that odd exception of human thought at each 
step of your analysis of the material condi-
tions of the world. In its most extreme form, 
idealism contends that the world is entirely 
a product of human thought, or that human 
thought is limited and that we can’t fully 
understand objects. This naturally creates 
problems when trying to analyse more com-
plex processes like economic forces, history 
etc. This is not to say that our senses never 
deceive us but that through the process of 
testing and verifying our engagement with 
matter/objects, we can arrive at the correct 
understanding of them. This process of 
verifi cation is what allows materialism to 
be deemed scientifi c.

On this point, Marx and Engels were able 
to start building their understanding of the 
mechanics of capitalist society: its economy, 
history, and the way class struggle operates 
within it. From the basis of materialism, Marx 
and Engels were able to demonstrate all of 
their theories of capitalist society. It is what 
allows us to comprehend the fundamental 
class division of society into the capitalists, 
who own the means of production, and 
those who have nothing to sell but their 
labour power, the working class. It tells us 
that the changes within society occur with 
the shifts in economic modes of production 
and that these shifts generate more and more 
antagonisms between classes. This eventually 
culminates in a social upheaval creating a 
new economic mode of production control-
led by a new class. Engels tells us that one 
need only look at transition from the Middle 
Ages to modern industrial production and 
all its accompanying revolutions to affi  rm 
these points.

In summary, Engels uses the term “his-
torical materialism”:

“to designate that view of the course 
of history which seeks the ultimate 
cause and the great moving power of 
all important historic events in the 
economic development of society, in the 
changes in the modes of production and 
exchange, in the consequent division of 
society into distinct classes, and in the 
struggles of these classes against one 
another.”

Now with these building blocks, we may 
return to the matter at hand: the scientifi c 
conception of socialism versus the utopian 
version. Engels begins with his criticism of 
utopian socialism which he historically locates 
as starting in France in the 18th century, with 
earlier “theoretical manifestations” in 16th 
and 17th century England. The intellectual 

eff orts of the French were hellbent on tearing 
down all the institutions of feudalism. How-
ever, in their frenzied eff orts, their socialism 
became detached from the material reality 
of class division. They saw the emergence of 
the capitalist class (the bourgeoisie) as the 
real transformative force that would do away 
with religious authoritarianism of feudalism 
and so they took their side. The capitalists 
preached that the universal freedom and 
equality of all peoples could only be realised 
in the absolute freedom of the market and for 
the market to be truly free, private property 
must become an essential right. However, 
as Engels noted, “this equality reduced itself 
to bourgeois equality before the law; that 
bourgeois property was proclaimed as one 
of the essential rights of man.”

This was the trap that the utopian social-
ists fell into, in their dreams of an idealistic, 
utopian society where everyone has equal 
rights, they misunderstood the fundamental 
law of property under a capitalist system. 
What Engels called bourgeois property is also 
known as private property. Private property 
is the central pillar of capitalist economics 
as it defi nes which class dominates another. 
The capitalist, who owns private property 
(for example a business owner who employs 
people for wages or a landlord who extracts 
rent from tenants) possesses far more power 
in society over a member of the working class 
who can only sell their labour for wages (a 
portion of which has to go either into rent 
or a mortgage).

By making private property “one of the 
essential rights of man,” capitalists pulled 
a very eff ective sleight of hand that made 
it sound like they were preaching univer-
sal equality, but in reality, it was merely 

asserting its class dominance over those who 
didn’t possess property. This fundamental 
and insurmountable economic inequality is 
precisely what the utopian socialists missed, 
leading Engels to note that:

“Not one of them [utopian socialists] 
appears as a representative of the 
interests of that proletariat which 
historical development had, in the 
meantime, produced ... they do not 
claim to emancipate a particular class to 
begin with, but all humanity at once.”
Here we fi nd the primary separation from 

the utopian socialists alongside the historical 
and contemporary relevance of the division. 
Scientifi c socialism fi rst and foremost places 
the interests of the working class (proletariat) 
at the heart of its material analysis. It does 
not put its ideas in front of the working class 
and attempt to make them conform to uto-
pian ideals, but rather develops its theory by 
analysing the concrete, revolutionary activity 
of the working class. This is how socialists 
are able to orient their practice to be in line 
with the interests of the working class, they 
reciprocally inform one another.

To conclude this part of the series, we 
have seen how Engels makes the distinction 
between utopian and scientifi c socialism 
rest upon the respective division between 
idealism and materialism. Utopian socialism 
places ideals above material conditions, to 
the brutal detriment of the working class. 
Whereas scientifi c socialism examines the 
material conditions of capitalist society to 
understand how one class dominates the 
other. Next time we will further examine the 
building blocks of scientifi c socialism. 

SOCIALISM: UTOPIAN AND 
SCIENTIFIC: A GUIDE – PART 1

From the basis of materialism, Marx and 
Engels were able to demonstrate all of their 

theories of capitalist society.

Valentin Cartillier

This series will be dedicated to explaining and elaborating the concepts found in 
Frederick Engels’ Socialism: Utopian and Scientific, published in 1880. Our aim 
is to cover more classic communist texts in the future to hopefully make them more 
accessible and digestible. This text can either be found in the CPA’s bookshop or 
searching the title online. It is critical that as communists we have a firm grasp on the 
theoretical concepts which not only structure our analyses but also guide our practice 
and organisation. The inverse is also true; our practical experience is essential for 
testing and verifying the validity of our theories. Communist theory is not a dogma. On 
the contrary, it is a living, breathing philosophy that must not only criticise the existing 
capitalist order but self-criticise when our theories don’t correspond with reality. 
Without these two sides of criticism, communist theory will never be able to change the 
world through its practice. As was famously written on Marx’s grave, “Philosophers 
have only interpreted the world in various ways; the point is to change it.” This quote, 
however, was not some abstract statement simply aimed at philosophers, it laid the 
foundation for all of us engaged in understanding and abolishing capitalism.
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Vinnie Molina

The Communist Party of Australia 
recently sent a diplomatic delegation 
to Canberra. During their stay, they 
paid a visit to the Cuban Embassy to 
share their thoughts with the Cuban 
ambassador Ariel Lorenzo Rodrigu-
ez. We expressed the full support of 
the CPA to the Cuban revolution and 
its revolutionary government led by 
president Miguel Diaz-Canel.

The recent vote on the Cuban motion to 
end the US blockade on Cuba at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly on the 23rd of June 2021 gave 
a resounding victory to Cuba. The 2021 vote 
saw for the 29th consecutive time countries 
around the world say enough is enough. 184 
countries voted in favour of Cuba’s motion, 
with only the US and Israel voting against 
and three countries, Brazil, Colombia, and 
Ukraine abstained.

The US blockade is an act of war that has 
been in place since the Kennedy administra-
tion in 1961 tried to suff ocate the successful 
young Cuban revolution. The establishment 
of a socialist revolution in the Caribbean 
at only eighty miles to the US coast was 
something the US would fi ght against by 
all means including armed intervention, 
sabotage and paying millions of dollars for 
subversive activities in and outside Cuba 
that continues to this day.

Cuba and it’s people exercised their right 
to self-determination which is part of the UN 
Charter. They not only overthrew the Batista 
dictatorship in January 1959 but Commander 
in Chief Fidel Castro declared the socialist 
character of the revolution.

Cuba had been a victim of US intervention 
even before the fi rst struggle for independ-
ence in the 1900s. The US administration 
treats Cuba as if it is a matter of internal 
aff airs since the Platt Amendment gave 
the US the right to intervene in Cuba after 
the fi rst Cuban independence. The US also 
refuses to return the Guantánamo Bay ter-
ritory illegally occupied and against the will 
of the Cuban people. The US has converted 
Guantánamo Bay into a centre of torture 
which it refuses to close or to free a number 
of detainees whose rights have been violated 
for decades.

The Trump Administration repealed 
most of President Obama’s executive orders, 
which had alleviated some of the diffi  cul-
ties faced by the Cuban people from the 
criminal blockade. Those changes included 
more access to goods and better diplomatic 
relations like the establishment of embas-
sies in both Washington and Havana. After 
taking over the US administration, Trump 
introduced 243 executive orders tightening 
the US blockade on the island. He was also 
the only US president who implemented the 
Helms-Burton Act Title III, which punishes 
third countries for trading with Cuba. The 
administration implemented the illegal extra-
territoriality of the economic and fi nancial 
blockade. This aims at the punishment of 
an entire people and gives it the character 

of an act of war. Biden has done nothing to 
wind back the Trump attack.

The COVID-19 pandemic is currently 
hitting the Cuban people hard. During the 
fi rst wave in 2020 Cuba with its free uni-
versal access to health care got covid under 
control with only a few cases and about 150 
deaths. The second and third waves in late 
2020 and the fi rst semester of 2021 saw a 
spike of cases reaching over 200,000 cases 
and some 1400 deaths. The number of cases 
and deaths is still lower than other Latin 
America and Caribbean countries.

The great legacy of Commander in Chief 
Fidel Castro and the Cuban revolution was 
establishing Cuba’s biotechnology. Cuba 
has produced most of their own vaccines for 
the last thirty years; it has also developed a 
number of immune promoting treatments 
against lung cancer, meningitis, diabetes 
treatments preventing the amputation of the 
limbs, and cure for skin cancer and vitiligo. 
In the 90s Cuba also developed interferon 
Alpha 2, which has been successfully used 
in the treatment of Covid-19.

During the pandemic, several organisa-
tions worldwide have called for the elimi-
nation of coercive economic measures and 
blockades on thirty-nine countries currently 
under economic and political sanctions.

The blockade is a virus which starves and 
kills people. Despite the obstacles, Cuba has 
developed 5 candidate vaccines (Sovereign 1, 
2 & Plus; Abdala and Mambisa). Two of them, 
Soberana 2 and Abdala, being authorised to 
be used under the emergency provisions by 
the health authorities. To date, more than 

6mil doses have been administered. 2.5mil 
people have received two doses, and 1.5mil 
have received the third dose. The vaccines 
have shown over ninety per cent eff ectiveness. 
Cuba will be one of the fi rst countries in the 
world to fully immunise its population by 
the end of 2021 and fi rst semester in 2022.

Cuba has produced 100mil doses of those 
vaccines providing Venezuela with 12mil 
doses and the Vietnamese expect 30mil 
doses plus the transfer of the technology for 
local manufacture.

How is it possible that a blockaded 
country like Cuba, with all the unimagina-
ble sacrifi ces, was able to develop their own 
vaccines?

The Cuba medical system, which is free 
and universal, is one of the best in the world. 
It has more doctors per capita than any other 
country including the wealthiest.

During the worst times of the pandemic, 
Cuba sent the Henry Reeve medical brigades 
to forty countries, including developed 
countries such as Italy. Cuba has never 
asked for anything in exchange from those 
peoples who have received their medical 
and other solidarity help. This has been the 
background to the nomination of the Henry 
Reeve International medical brigades for the 
Nobel Peace Prize 2021.

The Cuban revolution will overcome the 
current crisis that is being worsened by the 
pandemic. In the words of their commu-
nist leadership, they trust the unity of their 
people and their determination that Cuba 
will never relinquish their independence 
and sovereignty.

The current campaign to inoculate the 
entire population has new challenges. First, 
the economic and fi nancial blockade means 
Cuba cannot purchase the necessary medical 
supplies and raw materials for the production 
of vaccines and the vaccination program.

More than 30mil Syringes are required 
for the vaccination of its people with three 
shots per person. They can’t be purchased 
on the international market where the US 
controls the fi nancial system. Even having 
the money means Cuba can’t use the US 
dollar to pay for their goods. Third countries 
are fi ned if they breach the tight rules of the 
blockade. Even donations are made diffi  cult 
as ships touching Cuban ports are banned 
for six months from visiting US ports.

International solidarity is getting organ-
ised around a campaign named Syringes for 
Cuba. Millions of syringes are being collected 
in several countries including Australia.

I encourage all CPA members and 
Guardian readers to contact their local 
Australia-Cuba Friendship Societies and 
donate in-kind (Syringes and other medical 
supplies or money to purchase syringes) as 
soon as possible. The Socialist revolution 
in Cuba will survive and provide the world 
with an example of sovereignty and self 
determination to emulate. 
For more info on the campaign and how to get 
involved in Cuba solidarity feel free to contact 
the CPA at international@cpa.org.au
Vinnie Molina is the president of the 
Australia-Cuba Friendship Society WA 
Branch.

CUBA IS NOT ALONE

THE WORLD STANDS IN 
SOLIDARITY WITH CUBA

The Cuba medical system, which is free and 
universal, is one of the best in the world. It 
has more doctors per capita than any other 

country including the wealthiest.
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The Nicaraguan government has 
expressed concerns over foreign inter-
ference in its upcoming 7th November 
general election to determine the next 
President, the National Assembly and 
members of the Central American Par-
liament. The current president, Daniel 
Ortega, head of the Sandinista National 
Liberation Front (FSLN), more com-
monly known as the Sandinistas, came 
back into power in the 2006 election.

Foreign interference in the region is 
nothing new, Nicaragua’s long history easily 
attests to this. From being colonised by the 
Spanish in the 16th century to the direct mili-
tary occupation by the United States from 
1903-1933, not to mention the notorious 
brutality of the US-funded “Contras” who 
fought against the Sandinistas, Nicaraguans 
are quite right to regard any foreign activity 
in the region with great suspicion.

And they’ve never been afraid to fi ght 
for their autonomy. The Sandinistas were 
named after the great revolutionary Augusto 
C Sandino, who led the rebellion against the 
US occupation. The US had been using its 
military to support, among other things, 
the corporate ambitions of the United Fruit 
Company (UFC). It is still in operation under 
the name Chiquita Brands International, and 
still using paramilitary groups as part of its 
operations (Colombia being a recent exam-
ple) across Central America, the Caribbean 
and, Latin America. These military inter-
ventions, carried out across Cuba, Panama, 
Honduras, Nicaragua, Mexico, Haiti, and the 
Dominican Republic, became known as the 
Banana Wars.

Sandino launched a sustained guerrilla 
campaign against the occupying forces and 
the puppet government. His main demands 
were the resignation of then-President Adolfo 
Díaz, withdrawal of US troops, new elections 
to be supervised by Latin American countries, 
and the tearing up of the Bryan-Chamorro 
Treaty (which gave the US the exclusive right 
to build a canal across Nicaragua). Sandino 
would eventually emerge victorious, and the 
US withdrew in 1933, turning him into a 
hero of anti-imperialist struggle across the 
region. However, always the sore losers, the 
US set up the Guardia Nacional (National 
Guard), which was organised and designed 
to maintain US interests in the region. It 
worked both as a military and police force, 
trained and equipped by the US.

The fi rst democratically elected President 
of the newly “liberated” Nicaragua, Juan 
Bautista Sacasa, negotiated with Sandino 
so that the latter would stop his guerrilla 
activities. In exchange, Sandino would be 
granted amnesty, land for an agricultural 
colony, and retention of an armed band of 
100 men for defence. Despite agreeing to 
the terms, Sandino continued calling for the 
disbanding of the National Guard. However, 
National Guard director Anastasio Somoza 
García was openly hostile to Sandino, fearing 
that there would be further armed opposi-
tion. So he ordered Sandino’s assassination. 
Under the pretext of meeting for a dinner to 
sign a peace treaty at the President’s House, 
Sandino was kidnapped by National Guard 
soldiers and executed in 1934, barely a year 

after having liberated his country. This execu-
tion was accompanied by the execution of 
hundreds of men, women, and children from 
Sandino’s agricultural colony not long after 
Sandino’s death. He was named a national 
hero in 2010 by the Nicaraguan congress.

In 1961 FSLN was founded by Carlos 
Fonseca and two other people. The party 
adopted the political ideology and name of 
their national hero, calling themselves “Sandi-
nista.” Their three main principles are guerra 
popular prolongada (prolonged popular war) 
which was mostly rural based, thus engaging 
with the country’s peasant population, and 
reminiscent of Cuba’s revolutionary tactics; 
tendencia proletaria (proletarian tendency), 
an expression of their Marxist revolutionary 
approach and mode of organising amongst 
the urban workers; and fi nally, tercerista/
insurreccionista (third way/insurrection-
ist) which is based around adopting rapid 
strategic alliances with other parts of the 
population like students, the middle class, 
churches, and unemployed youth.

Thus, the Sandinistas continued the 
struggle against the American backed 
Nicaraguan government and the National 
Guard. They would eventually seize power 
by force in 1979, win the 1984 election, and 
be re-elected again in 2006 and have been 
re-elected until this day. Their period of 
revolutionary struggle was marked by the 
notorious counter-revolutionary confl ict with 
the Contras, from 1979 until the early 1990s. 
The Contras (short for “la contrarrevolución” 
– “the counterrevolution” surprise, surprise) 
were various groups funded and equipped 
by the US. This funding was initially totally 
legal until US Congress banned it. Thereaf-
ter, the Reagan administration continued to 
fund them covertly.

Under the guidance of the CIA, Contras 

would target civilians, commit numerous 
human rights abuses, attack schools and 
hospitals. According to Edgar Chamorro, 
former Contra leader, the CIA-gifted hunting 
knives were particularly prized possessions as 
one of their favourite methods of killing their 
targets was slitting their throats. These targets 
were most commonly civilians, Sandinista 
offi  cials, cooperative leaders, nurses, doctors, 
and judges. Torture, kidnapping, burning 
of houses/villages, and routine executions 
(including children) were all regular parts 
of the campaign to sow terror throughout 
the population, all under the directive of 
the CIA. According to former Contra Edgar 
Chamorro in his affi  davit and testimony in 
the World Court:

“The CIA did not discourage such 
tactics. To the contrary, the Agency 
severely criticised me when I admitted 
to the press that the FDN [a prominent 
Contra group] had regularly kidnapped 
and executed agrarian reform workers 
and civilians. We were told that the only 
way to defeat the Sandinistas was to...
kill, kidnap, rob and torture [...].”

The Sandinistas were eventually able to 
overcome the Contras after the US withdrew 
its military aid in the late ’80s amid growing 
international outrage as the scandal became 
more widely known.

So this leads us to the present day. The 
international propaganda machine has begun 
grinding its gears to attack the integrity of the 
upcoming election. The primary assertion is 
that, in June 2021, the government arrested 
fi ve opposition candidates for President: 
Cristiana Chamorro Barrios, Arturo Cruz Jr. 
Félix Maradiaga, Juan Sebastián Chamorro, 
and Miguel Mora. At a fi rst glance this does 

seem to raise concerns over the integrity of 
the election. However, a closer look shows 
a very diff erent picture. All of these people 
were arrested for breaking Nicaraguan law.

For example, one of the opposition candi-
dates, Chamorro, a not-for-profi t executive, 
has been charged for allegedly receiving mil-
lions of dollars from US organisations and 
laundering it through one of her foundations. 
One of those US organisations she allegedly 
received the money from was the National 
Endowment for Democracy (NED), formed 
in 1983. The US has a long history of using 
NGOs to destabilise the region by funding 
right-wing parties through them; NGOS like 
the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) and NED. Maradiaga 
and Aguerri have both allegedly received 
money from these NGOs for personal gain. 
The other candidates were also arrested for 
allegedly receiving funding for similar reason. 
In reality, there are nineteen candidates 
registered to run in the upcoming elections, 
either individually or in a joint party. There 
is no shortage of opposition.

Nicaragua`s Foreign Aff airs Minister, 
Denis Moncada, stated:

“Nicaragua is an independent State 
but the United States and European 
powers continually sought to maintain 
imperialist and colonial domination 
over our country. We deserve respect 
and peace.”
The Sandinistas have demanded an end 

to all illegal and coercive measures to com-
promise the upcoming election and an end 
to the sanctions on Nicaragua. The sanctions 
have been devastating particularly given the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. The Sandini-
stas released a statement stating, “Nicara-
gua is committed to the celebration of free, 
fair, and transparent general elections this 
November 7.”

Nicaragua has called for international 
solidarity against US imperialism, and we 
shall answer that call and stand with them. 
The international working class must fi ght 
against imperialism in all its forms – this 
day and forever. 

“WE DESERVE RESPECT AND PEACE”

NICARAGUA CONDEMNS 
FOREIGN INTERFERENCE IN 

UPCOMING ELECTION

The Sandinistas have demanded an end to all illegal 
and coercive measures to compromise the upcoming 
election and an end to the sanctions on Nicaragua.

Jubilant Sandinista ride a small tank in the main square of Managua as junta arrives July 20, 1979 to take control of the government.
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The Communist Party of China 
(CPC) commemorated its cen-
tenary on Thursday 1st July 
with an impressive range of 
memorable celebrations across 
the nation, including a notable 
speech by President Xi Jinping 
and a gala of 10,000 perform-
ers in Beijing’s National Stadi-
um. The celebrations centred 
on remarkable achievements 
of the CPC, including victory 
over colonialism and imperi-
alism, elimination of absolute 
poverty, the growth and strong 
leadership of the Party, the 
unity of Chinese peoples, and 
their shared vision for peace. 
The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia (CPA) sent its fraternal 
greetings to the 95-million 
strong leading party of China, 
remarking on its positive force 
in the developing world in cre-
ating a prosperous path away 
from US hegemony.

HIGHLIGHTS OF 
XI JINPING’S 
CENTENARY 

SPEECH
Xi opened his centenary speech 

in the signifi cant historical site 
of Tiananmen Square, greeting 
all CPC members and all ethnic 
groups of China, refl ecting on 
China’s rise from a semi-colonial 
semi-feudal impoverished coun-
try, to an independent, liberated, 
strong and moderately prosper-
ous nation through the leader-
ship of the CPC, the dedication to 
Marxist-Leninist principles, and 
the courage and perseverance of 
the Chinese people. While rapid 
development towards modernisa-
tion has been a tough endeavour 
for the people, Xi confidently 
noted that China’s rejuvenation is 
a “historical inevitability.”

In his speech, Xi demonstrated 
how the Marxist-Leninist principle 
of historical materialism has been 
applied to China in most straight-
forward terms. He explained how 
“by learning from history, we can 
understand why powers rise and 
fall. Through the mirror of history, 
we can fi nd where we currently 
stand and gain foresight into the 
future. Looking back on the Party’s 
100-year history, we can see why 
we were successful in the past and 
how we can continue to succeed in 
the future.”

With this strong basis, Xi 
explained how fi rm leadership of 
the CPC is essential to China’s pros-
perity, for without it, there would 
be no People’s Republic of China, 
no national rejuvenation, and no 
political integrity. He explained 
that the CPC shares a common 
fate with the people of China, 
and that any attempt to divide it 
from the people is bound to fail. 
He expressed how the enhance-
ment of a whole-process people’s 
democracy can only be achieved 
with a people-centred philosophy 
of development. The president 
acknowledged the continued 
necessity to adapt Marxism to a 
Chinese context, and to uphold and 

develop Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics.

Xi described Socialism with 
Chinese Characteristics as being 
drawn from struggles over the 
past century, which creates a new 
model for human advancement, and 
ensures Chinese people run their 
own country. He declared that “[the 
CPC] will not [...] accept sanctimo-
nious preaching from those who 
feel they have the right to lecture 
us.” He also promoted the building 
of human community and peace, 
rejecting the hegemonic model and 
disapproving of zero-sum games or 
threats of force.

TYPICAL 
WESTERN MEDIA 
DISINGENUITY

The Western mainstream 
media focused on “fearmonger-
ing” this snippet of Xi’s centenary 
speech, misinterpreting the core 
message as a threat to Western 
nations. As Australia’s ruling class 
has allied itself politically with the 
United States and its imperialist 
ambitions, it is little wonder why 
this kind of disingenuous inter-
pretation is common in both the 
Murdoch press and the ABC. As 
stated in the CPA program, their 
“long-range objective is ‘regime 
change’ in China and the destruc-
tion of its socialist construction.” It 
is most condescending and unfair 
for Australians to be fed nonsense 
alluding to China’s “threat,” and 
the declining relationship between 
Australia and China due to these 
consistent accusations has serious 
consequences for the Australian 
people as trade relations weaken.

MASS GALA IN 
BEIJING STADIUM

Ten thousand cast members 
performed in the CPC’s centenary 
gala, “Great Journey” at Beijing 
National Stadium in front of 20,000 
audience members including Presi-
dent Xi, and televised across the 
1.4 billion-strong nation. The show 
started with magnifi cent fi reworks 
above and around the whole sta-
dium and opened with fi reworks 
marking the number 100 before 
drawing open the curtains to reveal 
a breathtaking tiered stage. Excel-
lent performances from singers 
and dancers in bright and beauti-
ful costumes fronted a backdrop of 
an enormous digital display which 
played in unison with the essence 
of each scene. Music filled the 
stadium, with orchestras of songs 
from China’s past and present, 
and spectacular props, including 
vehicles and bridges entering and 
leaving the stage, creating a con-
stantly evolving experience.

The gala was divided into four 
main parts, starting with events 
between 1931 and 1949, most 
notably the victory of the Chinese 
People’s War of Resistance against 
Japanese aggression, and the 
Chinese Civil War. The next part 
moved on to the socialist revolution, 
focusing on the Chinese People’s 
Volunteers in the Korean War, and 
remarking on the War to Resist US 
Aggression and Aid Korea. The 
third part celebrated the return of 

Hong Kong and Macao from the 
colonialists, as well as the fi ght 
against SARS and recovery from 
natural disaster. The fi nal part 
symbolised CPC’s great achieve-
ments of incredible infrastructure 
projects, alleviating poverty and the 
fi ght against COVID-19. Key parts 
of the gala also included China’s 
economic opening to work towards 
prosperity for the Chinese nation 
in 1978 and the recent three-crew 
space mission.

The gala also included the 
singing of The Internationale, and 
concluded with audience members 
participating in the singing of With-
out the Communist Party, There 
Would Be No New China.

BEIJING’S HIGH 
APPROVAL RATING

The CPC enjoys a ninety-fi ve 
per cent approval rating from its 
citizens and it is by far the largest 
political party in the world, with 
over 95mil members. However, this 
fact may seem somewhat surprising 
to readers in the West. While this 
article is not about debunking the 
several lies spread about the CPC – 
rather celebrating the achievements 
– the majority of accusations are 
spread through US-funded think 
tanks and sources, hellbent on 
destroying the CPC’s reputation. 
The CPA program describes how 
US “imperialism promotes ‘inde-
pendence’ movements (or colour 
revolutions) in a number of coun-
tries, with the objective of causing 
internal confl icts … making it easier 
for imperialism to re-impose its 
domination.” It is important to 
remember this when criticisms and 
accusations are made about China, 
or other nations struggling against 
US imperialism.

Those who use the argument 
that almost 1.4bil people must be 
brainwashed, are hiding behind 
their thinly veiled racist attitudes. 
With these points in mind, an objec-
tive view of China can be made to 
discover why the CPC is viewed as a 
positive force by the Chinese people.

ACHIEVEMENTS OF 
THE CPC

As President Xi highlighted in 
his speech, the Chinese people suf-
fered intense humiliation brought 
on by colonial powers such as 
Great Britain, particularly during 
the Opium Wars of the 1840s. The 
Chinese became impoverished and 
life expectancy plummeted. It was 
not until the CPC was born that 
the Chinese people were able to 
defeat imperialism, feudalism and 
bureaucratic capitalism.

Later, through the develop-
ment of Socialism with Chinese 
Characteristics, China opened up 
and was transformed into a social-
ist market economy. Rapid devel-
opment saw living standards rise 
from bare subsistence to moderate 
prosperity. From 1949 to 2020, 
grain output surged from just over 
100mil tonnes, to 670mil tonnes. 
It now supplies food for twenty per 
cent of the world’s population, yet it 
only has nine per cent of the world’s 
arable land and six per cent of the 
world’s fresh water.

But China’s achievements do 
not stop there. In 1949, China was 
not able to even produce something 
as simple as nails, but now produces 
goods in every United Nations-
classified industry. It has the 
second highest GDP in the world, 
and is now considered an upper-
middle income country. Its ability 
to allow citizens to participate in 

decision-making through democrat-
ic processes continues to improve, 
with cooperation and consultation 
with minority ethnicities and those 
in rural areas.

Innovation and science are lead-
ing the way, with space missions, 
deep-sea missions, new technolo-
gies, and high-speed rail, which has 
essentially “shrunk” the country, 
allowing those from regional areas 
to travel more effi  ciently for work. 
China boasts over 3000 museums 
and 3000 libraries, and delivers 
radio and TV to 99.5 per cent of the 
population. Over one billion of its 
citizens now have life insurance and 
medical insurance. China has also 
been a leading force in eliminating 
COVID-19.

All of these accomplishments 
and more have led to the most won-
derful and celebrated achievement 
of lifting approximately 800 million 
people out of poverty, account-
ing for seventy per cent of global 
poverty reduction. This has been 
achieved in less than a lifetime.

To comprehend this level of 
achievement is to understand the 
reason behind the CPC’s giant 
approval rating. In shared sup-
port, the CPA program specifi es 
how China’s model “demonstrates 
an alternative and less destructive 
model of economic development 
[…],” that “its experience in con-
structing a socialist society, its rapid 
economic growth and the steady 
improvement in the living stand-
ards of China’s huge population is 
of great interest to the world-wide 
Communist movement […]” and 
that “the objective of the People’s 
Republic of China is to become a 
prosperous, strong, democratic, 
civilised, harmonious, and modern 
socialist country.” 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
CHINA CELEBRATES 100 YEARS – 

FOR GOOD REASON
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Boris Johnson is a gambler and lift-
ing remaining COVID restrictions this 
month is a gamble with unpredictable 
consequences.

Repeatedly his government’s response to 
the pandemic has been to wait until catastro-
phe is upon us before taking mitigating action. 
Our huge death toll of 150,000, still among the 
highest per capita in the world, is the result.

The delta variant of COVID is spreading 
rapidly – the number of cases has risen fourfold 
in a month. Infections are already causing sig-
nifi cant disruption in schools, with the number 
of pupils sent home for COVID-related reasons 
hitting 375,000 in the last week of June.

Ministers argue that the situation is not 
comparable to last year because of the success 
of the vaccination programme. Fully vaccinated 
people are less likely to become seriously ill or 
die, even if they are infected.

There is an element of truth to this, but 
it signals a distinct lack of caution given an 
international situation in which COVID con-
tinues to rage – not least because of the mass 
buy-up of available vaccine doses by the rich-
est countries and the refusal to waive vaccine 
patents to allow their production anywhere.

Britain, with the EU, is one of the last coun-
tries obstructing this essential measure that 
even the United States – generally the most 
aggressive enforcer of patent rights worldwide 
– has agreed to support.

New COVID variants are emerging regu-
larly, such as the lambda strain identifi ed 
in Peru. This, of course, may be the shape 
of things to come for many years, with new 
COVID vaccines being required as often as 
new fl u vaccines. 

It is in this context that Johnson tells us 
we must “learn to live with the virus” and 
“exercise judgement.”

The problem is using these truisms to jus-
tify specifi c reckless policies at a time when 
infections are rising fast.

Education unions warned the government 
last month that masks should be reinstated 
in schools: it ignored them, and we are now 
seeing children’s education disrupted on a 
major scale as a result.

Similarly, telling people to “exercise judge-
ment” is all very well when presented as a 
consumer choice. Those worried about being 
infected can decide not to go to that swimming 
pool, pub or nightclub.

People lack that choice in the context of 
work, and workers are being put at risk by full 
relaxation on the 19th of July. 

One in ten workers has been required 
to come into work when it is not necessary, 
according to the TUC – when government 
advice has been to work from home. 

Removing that advice does not empower 
employees to “exercise judgement.” It grants 
that licence to employers. 

There have been thousands of workplace 
outbreaks of COVID-19 – yet not a single 
employer has been fi ned for safety breaches. 
It is abundantly clear that employers will 
exercise their judgement in the interests of 
profi t, not safety.

This is why workers are telling their unions 
they are uncomfortable with what RMT (Rail, 
Maritime and Transport Workers’ Union) 
general secretary Mick Lynch aptly dubs the 
“free-for-all” from the 19th of July, particularly 
when it is clearly against current scientifi c and 
medical advice. 

If the government will not direct employ-
ers, then trade unions will need to ensure that 
their members are safe at work – as has often 
been the case throughout the pandemic. 

The TUC is right to demand serious pen-
alties for bosses who play fast and loose with 
workers’ safety. But we do not have the luxury 
of waiting for the law to impose such penalties. 

The Tories and the Tory press have con-
spired over decades to turn “health and safety” 
into dirty words. But the labour movement 
can reverse this trend by leading resistance 
to unsafe workplaces.

Safety at work should be a right for all 
workers, and unions, our fi rst line of defence, 
need to be ready to enforce it by industrial 
action if needs be. 
Editorial Morning Star 
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China is researching and 
developing seventy-one vac-
cines against COVID-19 and 
they are eff ective against the 
Delta strain, China’s top epi-
demiologist Zhong Nanshan 
revealed over the weekend, 
making China the country 
with the largest number of 
vaccines undergoing research, 
experts said.

Experts reached by the Global 
Times said if approved, those vac-
cines will satisfy urgent domestic 
and overseas demand as health 
authorities will gradually ramp up 
eff orts to approve more vaccines. 
They will also provide a chance for 
the country to explore new tech-
nologies to develop vaccines against 

future infectious diseases that may 
be more severe than COVID-19.

Nine of the 71 vaccines have 
already been put into use. Two were 
granted World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) emergency use, Zhong 
said as he addressed the gradu-
ation ceremony at the Shanghai 
Tech University on Saturday. The 
WHO approved COVID-19 vaccines 
produced by China’s Sinovac and 
Sinopharm for emergency use, 
reports said.

China’s inactivated vaccines 
are eff ective in reducing the rate 
of infection and severe symptoms, 
and they are also eff ective against 
the Delta strain, he noted.

Feng Duojia, president of the 
China Vaccine Industry Association, 

told the Global Times on Sunday 
that having seventy-one vaccines in 
the process of research and devel-
opment makes China the country 
with the largest number of vaccines 
in development across the globe. 
These vaccines, if approved, will 
meet domestic and foreign demand. 
They will also provide enough 
doses for the country if COVID-19 
vaccines are to be given annually.

This large research pipeline 
provides a chance for China to 
study mature vaccine technolo-
gies, including mRNA technology 
and recombinant vaccine technol-
ogy, and apply this knowledge to a 
possible future infectious disease 
more severe than COVID-19, Feng 
said. Those new technologies could 

also be used to optimise current 
vaccines against AIDs and the fl u.

Zhong shared Guangzhou’s 
experience with handling the 
recent fl are-up that lasted more 
than twenty days. If Guangzhou 
had failed to control the virus, one 
epidemic model shows that it would 
have resulted in more than 7.3mil 
people getting infected within just 
twenty days, he said.

Given the fast transmission 
speed of Delta mutant strain, 
Guangzhou expanded the check 
scope of “close contacts” from the 
previous “same family, same offi  ce 
and same restaurant” to include 
people who live in the same space 
or building.

By using mobile phone location 

functions and public surveil-
lance cameras, they were able to 
track down the close contacts of 
confi rmed COVID-19 patients or 
those who had stayed in danger-
ous venues for more than one hour 
within a 250-meter radius. They 
were given “yellow” QR health 
codes and asked to take a nucleic 
acid test within twenty-four hours, 
according to Zhong.

Speaking of the opening of 
borders, Zhong said as long as the 
epidemic in one place is not com-
pletely under control, the world 
is still at stake. We need the joint 
eff ort of the whole world to fully 
control the pandemic.
Global Times 

CHINA DEVELOPS 71 VACCINES, 
RANKING FIRST AROUND WORLD
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Editor’s note: the following is 
an edited version of a speech 
delivered virtually by the SACP 
General Secretary, Dr Blade 
Nzimande. For the full statement 
please visit solidnet.org 
Today we are launching the 
SACP centenary celebration 
programme. It is a great hon-
our and privilege to me to 
deliver the opening statement 
of the SACP centenary cele-
bration programme. We will 
deliver the main centenary 
statement on the 1st August 
2021.

The month of July 2021 marks 
the 100th anniversary of the found-
ing of the South African Communist 
Party (SACP) as the Communist 
Party of South Africa. The Commu-
nist Party was founded at a three-
day conference held on the 30th 
and 31st July and the 1st August 
1921 in Cape Town. The founding 
of the Communist Party had been 
announced at a public rally held on 
the 29th July 1921 in the Cape Town 
City Hall. However, it was not until 
the following day, the 30th July 
1921, that the founding conference 
delegates adopted a report and for-
mally passed a resolution formally 
establishing the Communist Party 
of South Africa.

We had planned to hold today’s 
event as a hybrid rally in Cape 
Town. However, we could not pro-
ceed with the plan, due to the third 
surge of the COVID-19 infections 
rapidly rising in our country.

Our centenary theme is “Put 
People Before Profi ts,” and it is 
guided by our Party’s strategic 
slogan, “Socialism is the Future 
– Build it Now.” Until we have 
overcome the deadly virus, we must 
adhere to the COVID-19 preventa-
tive measures, including lockdown 
regulations, to protect life.

THE PANDEMIC 
CRISIS

The prevailing political econ-
omy of the COVID-19 vaccines is 
making things diffi  cult for humanity 
to overcome the pandemic.

The United States and Western 
European countries, for instance, 
have snapped up the patented 
COVID-19 vaccines, more than they 
need for their populations. Vaccine 
nationalism deprives millions of 
people in developing countries 
of vaccination. Compounding the 
situation, the pricing model for the 
vaccines is unfair.

The imperialist countries 
snapped up the vaccines at a favour-
able price than their big pharmaceu-
tical corporations demand from poor 
countries. As if that were not enough, 
the developing countries fi nd them-
selves faced with COVID-19 vaccine 
access conditionalities demanded by 

the Western-based big pharmaceuti-
cal multinational corporations. The 
conditionalities have the eff ect of 
undermining democratic national 
sovereignty. They are imperialist in 
content. In addition, they comprise 
elements that seek to exempt the big 
pharmaceutical corporations from 
taking responsibility for the vaccines.

Moreover, the imperialist 
nexus is opposed to the waiver of 
Trade-Related Aspects of Intellec-
tual Property Rights (TRIPS) on 
the patented COVID-19 vaccines. 
This stands in the way of develop-
ing countries that have productive 
capacity or can develop that capac-
ity to produce the vaccines in sup-
port of the decisive vaccination that 
the whole world needs. One reason 
that is given for the opposition to 
the TRIPS waiver on COVID-19 
vaccines, is that even if it is granted 
the raw materials will not be readily 
available. It is as if the raw materi-
als must not be made accessible.

The idea implicit in vaccine 
nationalism and imperialism, that 
life matters only in the imperial-
ist countries, and that profi ting 
from the pandemic crisis is more 
important than saving human life, 
is completely unacceptable.

On behalf of the SACP, I want 
to take this opportunity to appeal to 
all South Africans to unite against 
vaccine nationalism and imperial-
ism. Similarly, let us support the 
efforts led by our government, 
working together with other gov-
ernments of developing countries, 
to achieve the COVID-19 vaccines 
TRIPS waiver.

THE ECONOMIC 
CRISIS AND THE 

CRISIS OF SOCIAL 
REPRODUCTION
Due to the COVID-19 pan-

demic, the pre-existing economic 
crisis has accentuated. From the 
perspective of the working class, 
the worst aff ected, the economic 
crisis is indicated by high levels 
of unemployment, poverty, and 
inequality, alongside stagnation 
and frequent recessions.

To overcome the crisis of the 
capitalist system, South Africa 
needs a change in policy direction. 
This is the task facing the SACP and 
the working class as we march into 
the second centenary of the Party. 
To succeed, we need to build and 
deepen the unity of the working 
class, and other progressive forces. 

Capitalism is the structural 
driver of unemployment, poverty, 
and inequality, which it moves 
like waves on a global basis. 
Where unemployment, poverty, 
and inequality are low and where 
they are high is determined not 
merely by technical capacity but 
primarily by the power relations 

between the oppressors and the 
oppressed, between the imperial-
ist countries and those that they 
dominate, between the exploiters 
and the exploited. Unemployment, 
poverty, and inequality always 
aff ect the oppressed, those domi-
nated by imperialist forces, and the 
exploited and marginalised. This 
has race and gender dynamics. It 
is particularly black people and 
women who are the worst aff ected. 
In South Africa, this is the result of 
colonisation, apartheid, and their 
persisting legacy.

We must continue tackling 
these scourges while tackling the 
COVID-19 pandemic to protect 
human life.

DEFEND OUR 
DEMOCRACY 

We must protect the supremacy 
of our constitution and the rule of 
law. Our constitution is a product 
of our liberation struggle, during 
which we lost many lives as a result 
of violence by the colonisers, the 
apartheid forces, and their surro-
gates. We value each life equally 
that we lost, before and even after 
1994, and both in and outside our 
country.

We lost, among others, the 
life of our own General Secretary, 
comrade Chris Hani. His assassins 
aimed at perpetuating apartheid. 
With the sterling leadership of our 
movement, the masses rejected the 
invitation to a civil war, more blood 
shedding. The date for the fi rst 
democratic general election we held 
in 1994 was set, and we achieved 
the transition from apartheid to 
our current democratic dispensa-
tion, with our constitution being 
the supreme law of the republic.

Our constitution is not some-
thing we can allow any person or 
grouping to gamble with or under-
mine. Defending the supremacy of 
the constitution and the rule of law 
is therefore a national imperative.

We strongly condemn the 
groupings and individuals who 
are inciting violence to undermine 
our constitution. As things stand, 
we have not recovered in every 
respect from the consequences 
of apartheid violence, including 
the violence the apartheid regime 
sponsored through its surrogates. 
Many families encountered per-
manent loss of life. That is, the life 
of their loved ones that they lost is 
irreplaceable. The majority of the 
loss was experienced by black fami-
lies. Never again must any person 
be allowed to return us to the dark 
past we experienced.

The leaders, former leaders, 
and members of any formation 
in our broader movement in 
whose name reckless elements are 
inciting violence, must distance 
themselves from such treachery, 

counterrevolutionary conduct. We 
call upon all leaders not to allow 
their names to be used in calls for 
violence.

In the same vein, we strongly 
condemn the abuse of the name of 
our joint ANC and SACP liberation 
army, uMkhonto weSizwe (MK), 
which we dissolved in favour of our 
transition to democracy, establish-
ment of, and integration into the 
South African National Defence 
Force (SANDF). Real MK veter-
ans know that life is invaluable 
and irreplaceable. They will not go 
around carelessly inciting violence 
and mobilising to undermine the 
very hard-won democratic transi-
tion that the MK fought for.

Let the name of the MK not be 
allowed to be used to pursue what 
essentially is a counter revolution-
ary agenda. We say this because we 
know what war is!

The gun shots spread by the 
elements inciting violence must 
be condemned in the strongest 
terms and be investigated thor-
oughly. Those responsible must 
be brought to book. No stone must 
be left unturned, in defending our 
democracy.

Corruption is another key chal-
lenge threatening our democracy. 
We wish to reiterate our support 
for the commission of inquiry into 
state capture and corruption. The 
commission must conclude its 
work. The law enforcement organs 
of state, including the prosecution, 
must follow up on the report of the 
commission once released. Those 
who were responsible or complicit 
in the corruption investigated by 
the commission must be held to 
account. We therefore expect con-
sequence management, including 
through prosecution and asset 
forfeiture.

We wish to reiterate our sup-
port for the principle that no person 
is above the law. Let us all close 
ranks to defend our gains and our 
democracy!

THE HISTORIC 
ROLE OF THE 

COMMUNIST PARTY
The Communist Party played a 

major role in our national libera-
tion struggle since its founding in 
1921. It was the Communist Party 
that forged our liberation Alliance 
with the ANC and the progressive 
trade union movement. The Alliance 
reconfi gured to keep pace with the 
times and played a major role in the 
forefront of our liberation struggle.

It was the Alliance, then called 
the Congress Alliance, that co-
ordinated the Congress of the 
People in 1955 and the drafting of 
the Freedom Charter. The Commu-
nist Party, then as an underground 
organisation but with its leaders and 
members active in other Congress 
Alliance formations, made a major 
contribution to that process, to the 
formation of the MK, in its opera-
tions, and throughout the course 
of our liberation struggle.

We call upon the workers and 
the poor of our country and many 
other revolutionaries to celebrate 
the heroic role of communists in 
the liberation of our country and in 
the struggles for its reconstruction 
and development. Let us celebrate 
this centenary by doing what is 
necessary and what we can do 
best, to defend the gains we have 
made thus far and drive a second, 
more radical phase of our national 
democratic revolution!

Long live the SACP, long 
live! 
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