The Workers’ Wee

Guadr

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA We acknowledge the Sovereignty of the First Nations’ Peoples.

kly l

#1974 16th August, 2021

WWW.CPa.Org.au

ISSN 1325-295X

STOLEN GENERATION
REPARATIONS WELCOME, BUT DO
NOT MATCH THE REAL COSTS!

Casey Davidson

The Morrison government has
announced $378mil in reparations
for survivors of the Stolen Genera-
tion in the Northern Territory (NT)
and Australian Capital Territory (ACT)
as part of a $1bil commitment to the
Closing the Gap framework. This is a
step forward in terms of acknowledg-
ing trauma suffered by First Nations
people under racist policies. How-
ever, a report released on the same
day highlighted how Indigenous chil-
dren continue to be disproportion-
ately placed in out-of-home care even
now. While the $75,000 payments for
Stolen Generation survivors come as
welcome compensation, they raise the
question of the real costs of these sto-
len childhoods, the over twenty-year
delay following these recommenda-
tions, Queensland and Western Aus-
tralia’s (WA) outstanding obligation
to pay reparations, and more broadly,
the failure to address systemic issues
that are holding back progress.

The Closing the Gap Commonwealth
Implementation Plan includes seventeen
targets based around longer healthier lives,
children’s education, employment, housing,
decreasing incarceration, decreasing out-
of-home care, safe households, connection
to land, culture and language, and involve-
ment in decision-making for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people. In addition
to the reparation payments, stakeholders
across these target areas have gratefully
received additional funding to continue their
important work.

A VOICE TO PARLIAMENT

However, traditional owners have
expressed their disappointment in a voice
to parliament being rejected, as part of the
Uluru Statement from the Heart. In this
statement, a First Nations Voice enshrined
in the Constitution was proposed to give
their communities power over their own
destiny and recognise a “fuller expression of
Australia’s nationhood.” These foundational
reforms would include more meaningful
participation for First Nations people in
the strategic direction leading to longer-
term results.

ABANDONED TARGETS

In response to the announcement of the
Closing the Gap targets, Labor opposition
leader Anthony Albanese pointed out that
only three are on track and that it will take
more than an annual “ticking of boxes” for
the remaining targets to be met. Whilst
Albanese criticised the plan for not moving
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COVID needs
a social response

When news broke that Prime Minister Scott Morrison had promised a multimillion dollar compensation scheme for Stolen Generations
survivors in Australian territories, 79-year-old Hal Hart (centre) thought of his mother.

much beyond rhetoric, little more can be
said about Labor’s attempts to create lasting
change. After all, the living conditions for
many First Nations people have worsened
under the watch of both major parties, par-
ticularly in reference to the growing number
of Indigenous children living in out-of-home
care, and the incarceration rate.

The Bringing Them Home Report was
released in 1997 — twenty-four years ago —
when the recommendations for reparations
for Stolen Generations were released. Eleven
years later, the elected Labor Prime Minister
said sorry to Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islanders who had their childhood stolen
from them but without providing any kind
of compensation. Since the apology, many
elderly people of the Stolen Generations have
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died without any compensation. It is posi-
tive for Albanese to point out words without
action, but the hypocrisy is undeniable.
Although the Stolen Generation is often
discussed through a historical lens by main-
stream dominant powers in Australia, the
reality is that even today Aboriginal children
are 9.7 times more likely to be removed from
their families than non-Aboriginal children,
and over 23,000 live in out-of-home care.

A STRATEGY THAT WORKS

As Albanese described in his response,
“Where we see programs that are working,
we should aim to replicate them”. In reality,
only people-centred governments make last-
ing changes that focus on genuine strategies
for healing and developing disadvantaged
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communities. In China, for example, a major
focus has been in poverty alleviation over
the past fifty years. In this time, they have
brought 800 million people out of poverty
— that’s eighty per cent of the global total
which is no longer impoverished — and have
achieved a moderately prosperous society,
or xiaokang.

This is a miraculous feat, which could only
be achieved by materially understanding the
drivers that reinforce poverty and exploita-
tion, and implementing a whole-of-society
strategic direction which puts significant
human resources and financial support
into addressing the contradictions between
the economic base and the superstructure
(politics, philosophy, culture etc.).

Continued on page 2
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PALMER’S DANGEROUS
RHETORIC IS ALL
SELF-INTEREST

Mining magnate Clive Palmer is once again
ramping up the populist rhetoric. The former MP
and leader of Clive Palmer’s United Australia Party
(“UAP”) has been buying up banner space on the
front page of the Murdoch’s The Australian and
Nine Entertainment’s Sydney Morning Herald,
denouncing the lockdowns, crying for “freedom.”
The banner also reads, “[w]e can never trust the
Liberals or Labor Parties Again!”

Last year, Palmer lost a High Court challenge
against Western Australia’s border closure, being
ordered to pay for court costs in the process. This,
however, has evidently not stopped Palmer from
publicly spatting over both state and federal gov-
ernment’s handling of the pandemic.

You won’t be surprised that Australia’s facsimile
of Donald Trump has been spreading anti-vax
propaganda. Palmer has threatened to sue Western
Australia over its vaccine roll-out. He has also
threatened to mount a high court challenge against
the federal government over a potential “vaccine
passport.” Qualifying such a move as “unconstitu-
tional,” Palmer stated:

“Our Prime Minister is blackmailing Australians
with threats that they must be vaccinated, which is
an attack on our liberty and our rights.” He added,
“he will defend and protect the Australian public
from the Prime Minister’s outrageous campaign
with experimental vaccines.”

WA Premier Mark McGowan told the media that
he hoped Palmer would “not be irresponsible,” add-
ing that “vaccines have shown around the world
to save lives.”

Despite the fact that Palmer (yet again) is por-
traying himself as the alternative to the two-party
system, we must not lose sight of what he is really
doing: leveraging votes for his own self-interest.

Palmer’s political party “UAP”’s sole purpose is
to ensure that the ALP don’t return to government.
This is not speculation, Palmer stated this himself
after Morrison’s “miracle” win in 2019:

“The goal for the United Australia Party was
to ensure the Labor government did not get into
power, introducing more than $itril of new taxes
[...]. This has been achieved.”

While Palmer’s party only picked up 3.5 per cent
of the vote at the last federal election, those votes
went to the Coalition, which dominated Queensland,
thanks to preference deals. Furthermore, Palmer
spent a reported $60mil on advertising, including
the infamous “Shifty Shorten” ads.

Thus, by playing the part of the brave, independ-
ent, Palmer is preparing to leverage his base against
the Liberal Party and Morrison’s sinking approval
ratings.

To be sure, Palmer will most definitely redo what
he did at the last election, sign preference deals
and spend money out of pocket attacking the ALP.
However, by making the Liberal party desperate for
votes, Palmer can make meatier demands.

Palmer’s rhetoric is dangerous, both Murdoch
and Nine Entertainment should be reprimanded
for allowing Palmer to buy space to undermine the
science and research that has so painstakingly been
done in figuring out how to effectively combat this
virus.
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The role of Chinese party
officials has largely been to work
with the poor communities to
understand why they are living in
poverty and fulfil specific achiev-
able strategies depending on their
circumstances — every family in
poverty has an individual file for
which a party member is respon-
sible. Strategies range from build-
ing new infrastructure, upskilling,
providing business opportunities,
building better transportation sys-
tems, and importantly, not leaving
anyone behind — reaching out to
the most remote areas to provide
opportunities. China’s efforts
have shown that it is possible to
lift people out of poverty through
appropriate political and economic
strategy, and have set an example
for other countries.

If Australia’s government were
seriously invested in making lasting
changes for Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander communities, a
holistic approach in consultation
with traditional owners is not only
important but imperative. And the
rejection of the Uluru Statement
From the Heart’s Voice to Parlia-
ment at the constitutional level is
a clear indication that Australia’s
government is not focused on last-
ing results.

THE STRUGGLE FOR
ACHIEVABLE WINS

However, even if Australia’s
political system is primarily driven
by the interests of private owners
for profit, pressure can still be put
on the government for achievable
wins. Three months ago, eight
hundred survivors launched a class-
action lawsuit against the federal
government for loss of culture and

connection to Country, as well as
institutionalised mistreatment.
This, along with an ever grow-
ing more militant Invasion Day,
and more educated and socially
conscious general public has led
to some advancements occurring,
such as the recent reparations and
investment into Closing the Gap.

THE REAL COSTS
FOR STOLEN
GENERATIONS

A report was released in June
which provided a clear indication
that Indigenous children suffer
more as a result of being removed
from their families. As adults, they
were more likely than Indigenous
people who were not forcibly
removed to be receiving welfare,
experiencing discrimination, suf-
fering from a severe disability,
living with poor mental health, and
identifying as a smoker. Results
from the research also indicated
that almost ninety per cent had not
completed Year 12 schooling and
the majority did not own a home.

This is unsurprising considering
many of the horrific stories told by
survivors, including sexual abuse,
beatings for complaining about
unhygeinic food, being locked up
in inhumane conditions without
food or blankets, having their hair
cut off and their clothes taken from
them, being forced into slave labour
to wash, cook and clean for wealthy
families, and even the very fact
that they were never given affec-
tion or made to feel loved without
contact with their families. If the
class-action lawsuits were to be
successful, it would be no surprise
that the costs would be significantly
beyond $75,000 reparations.

The intergenerational trauma

caused by this mistreatment also
has lasting effects on the families
of Stolen Generations. As renowned
artist and Stolen Generation sur-
vivor Fay Molesly described, “We
didn’t know how to explain to our
kids what happened to us, and how
to be effective parents, because
nobody said they loved us in the
homes, nobody cuddled us, nobody
praised us.” Yet the government is
not providing any reparations for
the families of survivors who have
since passed away.

Queensland and WA are the
last states which have not delivered
reparation payments, and with the
announcement of the federal gov-
ernment’s reparations for those in
the NT and ACT, the pressure is
mounting. The two remaining states
have been told “time’s up” by Coa-
lition of Peaks leader Pat Turner,
and that they have an obligation
to follow the other jurisdictions
throughout Australia.

Queensland Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Partner-
ships Minister, Craig Crawford,
responded that they would closely
consider making new announce-
ments, and WA’s Aboriginal Affairs
Minister, Stephen Dawson, revealed
that conversations were continuing
with key Aboriginal organisations
in the policy area. In the mean-
time, the Stolen Generations are
becoming older, and many have
died before receiving compensa-
tion or acknowledgement of their
mistreatment — as Turner declared,
time is up. The reparations have
been an exceptionally long time
coming, and are a much welcome
compensation, but much is yet to be
done to avoid mistakes of the past,
and develop truly liberatory poli-
cies for First Nations people. &
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14th National Congress Special Appeal

From October 29-31 this year, elected delegates representing Communist Party organisations
from all over Australia will gather in Sydney for the 14th National Congress of the Party, COVID
restrictions permitting. In the lead-up to the Congress, Party members have been discussing and
submitting amendments to a draft Political Resolution. At Congress delegates will review the work
of the Party and look to its future tasks. Congress will elect a new Central Committee to lead the
work of the Party until the next National Congress.

The CPA has launched a Special Appeal to help defray the costs associated with holding a
National Congress. We are appealing to Party members and organisations, all friends and
supporters of the Party and Guardian readers to help fulfill our $10,000 target as soon as

To contribute, please fill in the form below or write your details on a separate piece of paper to

All contributions will be acknowledged in the Guardian, with the names of contributors unless
otherwise requested. We look forward to your support for this important occasion.

| enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash for that amount (made out to “CPA").
Payment may also be made by Credit Card by filling the information below:

Credit Card minimum $20 QO Visa or O Mastercard

Expiry Date ___
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| O agree/ Q disagree with having my name published in the Guardian
in acknowledgement of my contribution.

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 or phone through on 02 9699 8844.

to the above Appeal.
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THE PEOPLE WILL NOT BE
SILENCED - COVID NEEDS A
SOCIAL RESPONSE

Con Costa

Our governments want us to
accept the failures of their pan-
demic response as just chance
events, bad luck or someone’s
personal fate. They admonish
journalists asking questions
in the daily press conferenc-
es — “Let’s all move on and
stop being so critical, don’t
forget we are on this jour-
ney together!” And so, magic
dust is sprinkled into the peo-
ple’s eyes. The truth-seekers
and critics are dispatched,
enclosed in their boxes in the
corner, punishment for their
negativity.

It’s becoming harder and harder
for the mass media to continue to
cover up the reality that workers
are paying an unacceptable price
for the bipartisan, pro-business
pandemic response. Unfortunately,
small businesses are not far behind;
many will not survive because of
lockdowns because workers can’t
consume what they can’t afford or
they cannot pay the rent.

The Daily Telegraph and shock
jocks are working overtime to main-
tain the ideological fog by towing
the party line — a very grateful Brad
Hazzard (NSW Minister for Health)
rubs their backs in return by singing
their praises at every opportunity.
The stranglehold of the monopoly
mass media over the thinking and
beliefs of ordinary Australians is
a major obstacle to lifting the fog
that is clouding people’s view of the
COVID response, which is focused
on supporting the monopolies and
saving the system.

PROTECT
THE PEOPLE

QANTAS has been receiving
multiple generous government
handouts since 2020. It recently
stood down 2500 workers. That
means instead of paying its work-
ers with the handouts it was given,
QANTAS staff now have to apply
to Centrelink, eating up more tax-
payer money. Meanwhile, QANTAS
executives and their shareholders
don’t take a hit, coming out the
other side untouched. That’s how
the system works.

From the first COVID outbreak
in Australia in 2020, we have
needed a planned, people-centred
prevention and protection strategy.
Instead, we are fed the lie that our
governments are working on our
behalf. Everything that has been
done from the start — including
Jobkeeper and Jobseeker — has
been to shore up profits and the
monopolies.

Pfizer sells its vaccine at $44
per shot, increasing its profits by
seventy-five per cent in the last
quarter. It refuses to waive its
money-minting vaccine patents
for poorer countries. No capitalist
government has stood up to them,
despite the spread of the Delta vari-
ant worldwide and the preventable

deaths in the tens and hundreds of
thousands. Instead, pro-business
governments distract us from this
reality by insisting the solution is
an individual responsibility. They
argue that the Delta variant is dif-
ferent, which excuses their failures,
and the people need to get vacci-
nated, comply with lockdown to
get us all back to the freedoms of
the past.

Sinovac, the Chinese vaccine
— which is distributed to many
corners of the globe — is negatively
compared to other vaccines and
criticised by the capitalist world.
Yet, the same capitalist countries
refuse to release their “superior”
vaccines to benefit all freely and
equally. Thus, the real science-
deniers are the governments who
act to protect monopoly profits,
ensuring no one will be safe from
future mutations.

AstraZeneca sells its vaccine
at $4 a shot. Did the Australian
government do the maths and
choose not to take Pfizer because
of the profit gouging price? No,
the monopolies call the shots as no
capitalist government is prepared
to bite the hand that feeds it.

OUR HEALTH
IS NOT FOR SALE

Given the numbers already in
hospitals and ICU in Sydney, medi-
cal experts warn the public health
system is showing signs of stress
and could soon be overwhelmed.
This is because for decades health-
care funding has been diverted to
private health and private health
insurance.

Privatisation has also driven the
development of pathology cartels in
Australia. These are impacting the
pandemic response and influencing
government choices of strategies
and rollouts of vaccination. For
example, the rapid testing kits
were opposed in the first place by
private pathology, which has cor-
nered the vaccine testing market.
The issue is not so much the effi-
cacy of rapid testing alternatives
but the exposure of who is driving
government decision-making and
how the profit motive is prioritised
over people’s needs.

The blown-up controversy over
the ALP proposal to make a $300
payment to workers to get vacci-
nated served to draw attention to
the growing economic pressures
on working Australians. Casual,
part-time, and full-time workers
are being asked to give up half a
day or more to get the vaccine,
with those in Western Sydney ask
to get COVID tests repeatedly. Lost
wages and earnings, if they are self-
employed, are never factored in by
bourgeois governments. Workers
have always had to fight for every
dollar and there is no recognition
for the common good in these
struggles! The LNP screams that
they will not pay for people to do
“what should be their Civic duty”
but whispers in backroom meetings

with their business partners about
extra business subsidies under
cover of COVID.

Throughout the recent COVID
lockdown, trade unions have been
noticeably excluded from similar
“consultative meetings” with gov-
ernments. Berejiklian certainly
has not asked the NSW Teachers’
Federation about sending the HSC
students back to face-to-face teach-
ing. Nor has Unions NSW been
invited to consultations despite
being the workers’ organised voice.

INDIVIDUAL
RESPONSIBILITY IS
NOT THE CAUSE OR

THE SOLUTION

The double standard on civic
duty reinforces which class interests
are being represented by our bour-
geois governments. They clearly
believe that civic duty (i.e. doing
things freely for the benefit of all)
applies only to the working class —
not to the monopolies, cartels and
big business that want to be well
paid for their civic duty. Not unlike
when bourgeois governments pick
who will be sent to war, they send
the workers and the rural poor. In
this war on the virus, they sacrifice
the working people over the prof-
iteers and the exploiting classes.

In 2021, the workers of Aus-
tralia are the ones at most risk of
being infected, dying, and spreading
the virus, including to their families
and communities. They should not
have to risk their and their family’s
health just to go to work.

The Australian working class
must make sure the 27-year-old
worker from Western Sydney will
not have died in vain. His name
should be their battle cry against the
ongoing devaluing of their lives and
the ceaseless exploitation of their
labour for the enrichment of a tiny
fraction of humanity. The organised
working class can demand and win
basic concessions. &

The workers of Australia are the ones at most risk
of being infected, dying, and spreading the virus.

LET’S COUNT THE FAILURES

Failure 1: A newly married 27-ye ar-old forklift driver
died last week of COVID in Western Sydney. His wife, a
disability support worker, was also infected by COVID.

Neither was vaccinated.

Failure 2: Sydney’s Delta outbreak was triggered by a
limo driver doing his job by the rules. He caught COVID
doing his essential work of transporting people into
hotel quarantine. Most of Sydney is now in a prolonged
lockdown that shows no sign of an end.

Failure 3: Workers in western Sydney, including a
population of 800,000, where most of Sydney’s essential
workers live, struggle to get vaccinated with no 24-hour
drive-ins and little vaccine supply while the government
demands they “get vaccinated”!

Failure 4: At the time of writing, despite weeks of
lockdown, and a “ring of steel’ around Sydney’s
Southwest, there are 374 people with COVID in hospital
in Sydney, sixty-two are in ICU and twenty-nine are on
life support. This includes people in younger age groups.

DEMANDS FOR WORKERS

Workers should not pay for the economic and health
costs of the pandemic. Workers should demand a social
and collective pandemic response that meets the needs
of the people, including full adequate health care, choice
of a range of vaccines from GP, pharmacy or 24-hour
vaccine hubs, and COVID-safe and healthy environment
and working conditions:

Indoor workplaces to have certified ventilation in place.
Full and free access to safe PPE masks, equipment and
sanitisers for all, at work, on public transport and in the
community.

Workers and trade unions to be involved and consulted
at all levels of pandemic planning. All workers retain the
right to stay home during lockdowns on full pay.

Dedicated purpose-built quarantine facilities close to
airports and in remote locations.
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RAFFWU TO FIGHT FOR THE
RIGHT TO BARGAIN IN THE

N Stallon

The Retail and Fast Food Workers
Union (RAFFWU) has pledged to take
Coles Supermarkets to the Federal
Court in a bid to force the supermar-
ket giant to commence negotiating
a new enterprise bargaining agree-
ment (EBA).

The Coles Supermarkets Enterprise
Agreement 2017 expired on the 30th of April
2020; however, the employer has refused to
negotiate a new agreement. RAFFWU argues
that this leaves its 100,000 store workers
powerless and unable to access protected
industrial action.

RAFFWU launched a 2020 campaign
to force Coles to bargain, with rank-and-file
activists gaining 2000 signatures from Coles
workers wishing to bargain.

This was rejected by the Fair Work
Commission, who said that RAFFWU failed
to demonstrate that a majority of workers
wanted to bargain or that the Fair Work
Commission was responsible for carrying
out a “majority support determination,” a
legally binding and secure poll that asks
all workers directly if they wish to bargain.

That workers in large retail need to
demonstrate that a majority of workers
nationwide want to bargain just to win a
legally binding majority support demon-
strates that the system is stacked heavily
against them.

RAFFWU secretary Josh Cullinan stated
his intent to appeal the decision with the
Federal Court as a test case for the right to
bargain.

“They have such minimum rates already
that there’s no desire on them to negotiate
something better than that unless they’re

FEDERAL COURT

forced to, and now they can’t be forced to,”
he said.

“The decision as it stands would effec-
tively prohibit a huge number of workers
from the right to collectively bargain because
it’s not feasible.”

While Coles declined to comment on
whether it had abandoned bargaining for its
stores, it comes after McDonald’s, Domino’s
Pizza, and Bunnings Warehouse, who col-
lectively employ an additional 260,000
workers, publicly abandoned the Enterprise
Bargaining system, returning their workers
to the Award, or maintaining expired agree-
ments that paid similarly.

These retail and fast food giants have
been lobbying the Morrison government
for industrial reform, in particular simplify-
ing the Better Off Overall Test (BOOT) that
requires a majority of workers to be better
off under the EBA than the Award. How-
ever, amid crossbench pressure, the federal
government’s flagged reforms were shelved.

The timing of this paints a clear image.
Before RAFFWU'’s founding in November
2016, the majority of workers for large retail
and fast food companies in Australia were
paid below Award wages.

This was due to collaboration between
employers, the Shop, Distributive and Allied
Employees Association (SDA), and the Fair
Work Commission (FWC).

The BOOT system was exploited, with
employers permitted to replace penalty
rates, casual loading, and conditions with
meaningless allowances, leaving workers far
worse off and saving employers hundreds of
millions of dollars each year in wages.

The success of RAFFWU’s campaigns to
restore penalty rates, often after the termi-
nation of EBAs at the FWC after appealing

that they failed the BOOT, has meant that
most workers for large retail and fast-food
employers under EBAs are paid similar to
the Award rate.

While employers were eager to participate
in enterprise bargaining when the SDA would
ensure them wages below the minimum wage,
the thought of allowing workers to bargain
for wages higher than the minimum wage
is unacceptable.

The FWC and SDA have demonstrated
that employers will not be forced to bargain,

denying workers protected industrial action,
higher wages, and stronger conditions.

At the same time, the existence of enter-
prise bargaining is used as a smoke screen to
deny significant raises to Award wages. This
comes as the amount of workers covered by
EBAs has decreased by sixty-eight per cent
since 2009.

RAFFWU'’s challenge to this collusion
of large employers, the FWC, and the SDA
is to be commended. @&

VICTORIAN REFORMS FEED
NATIONAL CONVERSATION
ABOUT SEXUAL VIOLENCE

Bree Booth

Content Warning: mentions of
sexual assault, sexual violence,
violence against women.

In February 2020, changes
to the Judicial Proceedings
Reports Act made it an offence
in Victoria to publicly identify the
victim of a sexual offence. These
“gag laws” had the (perhaps unin-
tended) consequence of silencing
survivors and families. Under the
law, they would have to seek per-
mission from a court to have their
names or photographs published.

Since then, some progress has
been made. Late last year, reforms
were introduced to remove the “gag”
for survivors. On Tuesday, the 3rd
of August, the Victorian parliament
began debating legislation that will
allow families of victims who have
died to do the same.

In Tasmania, survivors are able
to self-identify following reforms to
that state’s Evidence Act in April
2020. In July 2020, the NT also
reformed its laws to allow survivors
to self-identify as long as they are
over the age of eighteen and give
consent in writing. In Victoria,
survivors can also “tailor” their
consent by controlling which details
are available and to whom.

But there is still some way to
go. In all three jurisdictions — Tas-
mania, the NT and Victoria — sur-
vivors are still unable to speak out
if court proceedings are ongoing
or if the offender is appealing the
conviction. This can take years. In
addition, given that the laws create
an exception for self-identifica-
tion, families of victims who are
deceased are still unable to speak
out at all. It is this injustice that the
proposed Victorian amendments
seek to remedy.

The #LetUsSpeak campaign
keeps track of the current laws and
ongoing reforms via their website
(letusspeak.com.au). They report
that the gag laws stifle agency,
exacerbate trauma, and contribute
to a sense of powerlessness. The
effects go beyond the individual
to “disempower [...] survivors in
the community more broadly, by
erasing from view public survivor
role models.”

We have seen time and again
through the #MeToo campaign and
high profile cases like the Porter,
Pell and Epstein cases that one
person speaking out about what
has happened to them can empower
many others to speak up as well.
In cases where the law is unable
or unwilling to intervene, a public
statement is sometimes the only

chance survivors and families have
to speak out.

In the midst of a national con-
versation about the prevalence
of sexual violence, survivors and
their families telling their stories
is crucial to raising awareness and
forcing systemic change. We've all
heard the statistic that one in three
women have experienced violence of
some form. Allowing survivors and
families to speak out puts a human
face on this crisis. Put simply, we
cannot address a problem that we as
a society are (wilfully) unaware of.

The gag laws are a glaring exam-
ple of how our legal system system-
atically disadvantages women. The
proposed reforms in Victoria are not
a magic fix in this sense. This year,
the Commonwealth has gone ahead
in abolishing the Family Court and
Victorian bail laws continue to
punish women by keeping them
incarcerated for their own “protec-
tion” (see Guardian #1951 “Safety
Must Come First: Don’t Abolish
the Family Court!” and Guardian
#1973 “Reform Draconian Victorian
Bail Laws!”). So, while the gag law
reforms are welcomed, the struggle
continues. @&

Special Appeal
Reds go Green

The Guardian is running a special appeal with the aim of raising $10,000 for solar
panels. The panels will not only make substantial savings in electricity bills but also put
into practice our commitment to a sustainable future. They involve a substantial cash
outlay, but we believe that every measure we can fake fo reduce carbon emissions is
important. It is not enough to preach “green.” We must act “green”! We are looking
to Guardian readers and CPA members and supporters to assist us with this important
project. Every contribution is appreciated, no matter how small or large.

Send your contribution today.

Amount S .................
You may /may not publish my name
Send your contribution to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010,

email info@cpa.org.au or pay by PayPal on cpa.org.au
Find out more about the

Communist Partly
of Australia

web www.cpa.org.au
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NO TIME TO WASTE - PART ONE
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“Climate change is already affecting every
inhabited region across the globe with human
influence contributing to many observed
changes in weather and climate extremes.”

“Some of the changes are irreversible.”

“It is unequivocal that human influence
has warmed the atmosphere, ocean and
land. Widespread and rapid changes in the
atmosphere, ocean, cryosphere and biosphere
have occurred.”

These are amongst the sobering find-
ings of the Sixth Assessment Report
(6AR) of the United Nations Intergov-
ernmental Panel on Climate Change
(UN IPCC) that was released on Mon-
day, gth August. 234 leading scientists
from around the world, including from
Australia, synthesised 14,000 research
papers as the basis of this, the sixth
such report, the last one being in 2013.

While 6AR paints an alarming picture
of global warning, at the same time it offers
hope of avoiding catastrophic changes if
radical and swift action is taken. However,
its purpose is not to make recommenda-
tions on what needs to be done. Policy is the
responsibility of governments.

The 6AR will play an important role at the
26th session of the Conference of the Parties
(COP 26) to the UN Framework Convention
on Climate Change in Glasgow in November.

Article 2 of the Paris Agreement (COP25)
committed nations to: “Holding the increase
in the global average temperature to well
below 2°C above pre-industrial levels and
pursuing efforts to limit the temperature
increase to 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels
[...]” But pledges under the Paris Agreement
will only take global warming to 3°C-5°C.

The world hangs on a precipice, with the
future of humanity and life as we know it at
stake. Much more will be required at COP26.

The 6AR is in four parts. The report
released last week is the first. It focuses on

the physical science of the basis of climate
change. The second, to be released in 2022,
will cover the impacts, adaptation, and vul-
nerability of people, ecosystems, agriculture,
and cities. It will be followed by one on the
economics and mitigation of climate change.
The final report, due in September 2022, will
be a synthesis of the first three.

CLIMATE EMERGENCY

It did not need a scientific report by emi-
nent scientists to realise climate change is
already upon us. Witness the floods in Europe
and China; fires in North America, Europe,
and Australia; rising acidity of oceans; melt-
ing ice caps and glaciers; drought and deser-
tification; and all the other extreme weather
events. They will become more frequent and
intense. The devastating impacts on farm-
ing, health, fresh water, air pollution, and
ecosystems, are already being felt globally.
Millions of people are being displaced by
rising oceans and other consequences of
climate change.

The changes that we are experiencing
now are a forewarning of much worse to
come and make 6AR a compelling read as
to the global urgency of the situation. The
scientific findings must not be ignored.

The UN IPCC updates previous fore-
casts, warning global warming could reach
1.5C above pre-industrial levels by 2030,
ten years earlier than previously noted in
its 2013 report. The global mean tempera-
ture rise since the pre-industrial period is
already at 1.1°C.

The speed and magnitude of change
brought about by humans is difficult to
imagine. A couple of quotes to illustrate this:

“The scale of recent changes across the
climate system as a whole and the present
state of many aspects of the climate system
are unprecedented over many centuries to
many thousands of years.”

“In 2019, atmospheric CO2 concentra-
tions were higher than at any time in at

least 2 million years (high confidence), and
concentrations of CH4 [methane] and N20
[nitrous oxide] were higher than at any
time in at least 800,000 years (very high
confidence).”

“Global warming of 1.5°C and 2°C will
be exceeded during the 21st century unless
deep reductions in CO2 and other greenhouse
gas emissions occur in the coming decades.”

“Many changes in the climate system
become larger in direct relation to increasing
global warming. They include increases in
the frequency and intensity of hot extremes,
marine heatwaves, and heavy precipitation,
agricultural and ecological droughts in some
regions, and proportion of intense tropical
cyclones, as well as reductions in Arctic Sea
ice, snow cover and permafrost.”

The increase in greenhouse gases and con-
sequential changes have already set in train
ongoing changes. For example: “Mountain
and polar glaciers are committed to continue
melting for decades or centuries (very high
confidence). Loss of permafrost carbon fol-
lowing permafrost thaw is irreversible at
centennial timescales (high confidence).
Continued ice loss over the 21st century is
virtually certain for the Greenland Ice Sheet
and likely for the Antarctic Ice Sheet. There
is high confidence that total ice loss from
the Greenland Ice Sheet will increase with
cumulative emissions.” (Italics in the original)

CARBON BUDGET
AND EQUITY

Taking a physical science perspective,
the 6AR notes three requirements to limiting
human-induced warming to a specific level:
1. limiting cumulative CO2 emission
2. reaching at least net zero CO2

emission
3. strong reductions in other greenhouse

gas emissions.

The first of these is a critical factor which
developed countries, corporations, and the

mass media conveniently overlook. If global
warming is to be limited to 1.5°C or the upper
limit of 2°C, then the total of accumulated
emissions must be taken into consideration
as well as ongoing new emissions. These
two separate factors are critical to policy
formulation. It is NOT enough to talk about
zero-net emissions.

The carbon budget takes into considera-
tion the existing accumulation of greenhouse
gases and calculates the additional cumulative
emissions that would restrict the tempera-
ture rise to a specific level. The IPCC Special
Report on 1.5°C warming (SR1.5) estimates
the remaining carbon budget from 2018
onwards is 480 gigatonnes (billion tonnes or
Gt) of carbon dioxide equivalent (GtCO2eq),
for a 50 per cent probability of restricting
temperature rise to less than 1.5°C. At the
current rate that budget would be depleted
in twelve years.

There is also an equity factor to take into
consideration. Article 4.1 Paris Agreement
states: “[...] Parties aim to reach global peak-
ing of greenhouse gas emissions as soon as
possible, recognising that peaking will take
longer for developing country Parties [...
and] on the basis of equity, and in the con-
text of sustainable development and efforts
to eradicate poverty.”

Limiting global warming to 1.5°C requires
the sharing of the remaining carbon budget
in an equitable manner.

Developed countries must not only meet
zero targets by 2030, but strive for nega-
tive net emissions, if the 1.5°C aim is to be
met. They are responsible for most of the
accumulated emissions and have a moral
responsibility to contribute on an equitable
basis. @

Part 2 next week: Australia’s role and the way
forward.
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A two-year investigation has led to
Hillsong pastor Brian Houston being
charged with obscuring information
regarding the historical sexual abuse
of a seven-year-old boy.

“Police will allege in court the man knew
information relating to the sexual abuse of a
young male in the 19770s and failed to bring
that information to the attention of police,”
a NSW Police spokesperson said.

Hillsong Church released a statement in
which it firmly casts Houston as innocent
to the charges. However, sources relating
events to the investigation accused him of
failing to report the abuse Houston’s late
father Frank Houston committed.

“Child abuse is abhorrent but attempt-
ing to blame Pastor Brian and tarnish his
reputation is not going to advance the cause
of any victim. Pastor Brian has ensured that
Hillsong Church has a zero-tolerance policy
for abusers and has best-practice child-
protection policies and procedures in place,”
says the statement.

The choice to put a “but” after “child
abuse is abhorrent” detracts from victims’
experiences and the seriousness of the abuse.
The statement puts emphasis instead on
Houston’s reputation.

Frank Houston abused several young
boys from between 1965 and 1977. When the
mother of one victim reported it to Hillsong
Church elders, the victim asked them not to
report it to the police. Brian Houston sacked
his father and put him on a church pension.

The fact that Frank Houston was a child
sex abuser became an open secret in the com-
munity, but Brian Houston never reported
his father’s crimes to the police.

Prime Minister Scott Morrison is himself
a Pentecostal Christian and attends Horizon
Church in Sydney’s Sutherland Shire. In fact,
he’s the first Pentecostal leader in the West.
Morrison considers Brian Houston a close
friend and cites him as an inspiration, even
acknowledging him in his first parliamen-
tary speech.

In 2019, he wanted to invite Brian Hou-
ston to a state dinner at the White House
during his visit to the United States. The
Hillsong Pastor was also allowed to leave for
Mexico just two weeks prior to the charges
against him being made public. NSW’s Police
Minister David Elliot called Brian Houston an
“ungrateful twat” in an interview with Peter
FitzSimons for the Sydney Morning Herald.

“[Brian Houston] had to go overseas and
he wanted preferential treatment for quar-
antine, to go into a five-star suite,” Minister
Elliot said. “We arranged it — despite the fact
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QUESTIONS RAISED ON PM’S
FRIENDSHIP TO HILLSONG
CHURCH FOUNDER FOLLOWING
ABUSE CONCEALMENT CHARGE

that the Pope, President Biden and Foreign
Minister Marise Payne can do most of their
foreign work remotely, and he is just a sub-
urban preacher — and then he criticised our
COVID policy!”

Morrison claims that his Pentecostal faith
remains separate from his politics. Though,
a belief in the divine struggle between good
and the evil of the Christian devil must influ-
ence followers’ perspectives beyond Sunday.
Mega-churches have a history of inserting
themselves into public affairs.

Professor Jean Comaroff, who writes on
African and African American Studies and of
Anthropology, penned a paper titled “Pente-
costalism, Populism and the New Politics of
Affect.” It discusses the role these churches
play in global economies, welfare as well as
public affairs.

“In England and the US, Pentecostal
corporations run a growing number of pri-
vatised prisons,” Professor Jean Comaroff
writes. “In America, mega-churches have
become sites ‘where Wall Street meets the
pulpit,” where pastor-CEOs preach a ‘gospel
of entrepreneurship and sound business
practices’ that many see as a response to
God’s call, which enjoins to economically
empower the humble.”

Guardian

Professor Comaroff refers to government
and business’ current relationships to faith
as “post-secular.” It stands to reason that in
this atmosphere, it’s hard to take Morrison’s
separation between the two at face value.

When the Pentecostal movement devel-
oped in the USA during the late 19th cen-
tury and into the early 20th century, many
denominations taught pacifism and many
followers were conscientious objectors.

In the 1950s and 60s the Pentecostal
movement became politicised. Many white
American Pentecostal churches aligned
themselves with the Republican Party, while
majority black congregations found them-
selves affiliated with the Democrats.

In this time, evangelical pastors began
turning to television to reach wider audi-
ences and espouse conservative beliefs.
These include belief in a literal heaven and
a “fire and brimstone” depiction of hell; the
direct experience of the Holy Spirit through
individuals and their being born again; and
morality stemming from biblical literalness
and belief in the inerrancy of the Bible, and
growing wealth.

After the 1960s, Pentecostalism grew in
the Global South and took off in Australia
in the 1970s. This is linked to the suburban

sprawl and the lack of institutions and social
infrastructure established. While the move-
ment in the United States influenced Aus-
tralia’s own Evangelical movements, there
differences have developed.

In Australia’s Pentecostal churches,
there’s an emphasis on personal experience
over dogma. However, the Prime Minister’s
Horizon Church is a member of Australian
Christian Churches. Churches that are a
part of the Pentecostal network adhere to a
statement, which includes “the personality
of the devil, who, by his influence, brought
about the downfall of man, and now seeks
to destroy the faith of every believer in the
Lord Jesus Christ.”

Australian Pentecostal churches such
as Houston’s Hillsong or the PM’s Horizon,
require its followers to believe that Jesus is
a guiding hand in all aspects of life. While
Prime Minister Scott Morrison may not
openly proselytise or divulge details on
his spiritual life, it’s quite clear that these
churches require their beliefs to underpin
how followers like Morrison live every day.
It’s hard to imagine that this excludes his
Prime Ministership. &

Morrison considers Brian Housfton
a close friend and cites him as an
inspiration, even acknowledging him
in his first parliamentary speech.
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Peter Wills

My first introduction to Pentecos-
talism was when one of my cousins
joined a Pentecostal church in Tully
back in the late ’seventies when bar-
codes first made their appearance on
everyday goods. She referred to them
as the mark of the beast, that soon we
would all have barcodes tattooed on us
in order to buy and sell goods. I was
just a teenager at the time and found
the whole experience quite disturbing,
thinking she was off her rocker and
had gone mad. Later conversations
about the rapture, being born again,
and speaking in tongues confirmed my
belief that she had some sheep loose
in the top paddock.

It wasn’t long before other family mem-
bers became drawn to this strange new
religion, and purely out of curiosity I went
along to a meeting to see what all the hype
was about. Pentecostal church services have
a supernatural feel to them and can be quite
intoxicating. They can seem quite magical,
and it wasn’t long before I was drawn in
myself. I wanted to know all about my new
religion, and after some intense bible study I
decided that I would like to become a pastor. I
volunteered to do some lay preaching, and my
fire and brimstone approach quickly gained
me recognition from the church hierarchy;
scaring people into doctrinal submission
became my trademark preaching style.

Never being one to accept everything
I was told, I studied the Bible for myself

and did some historical research. Already
a fervent socialist after reading a book on
the Russian Revolution given to me by a
union representative at work, embracing
communism as the solution to the inherent
inequality in the capitalist system, the more
I read the more my political and religious
beliefs started to clash. The Pentecostal
church held several beliefs that I simply could
not reconcile with my view that Jesus was
a socialist, but what I finally balked at were
two of their doctrines that were blatantly
at odds with what was written in the Bible.
They believed that in order to be saved, one
had to be born again or else you get sent to
hell — this never made sense to me. I couldn’t
understand why people in remote areas that
never heard the message deserved to go to
hell. The other belief was their prosperity
doctrine that decreed that good Christians
(i.e. members of the Pentecostal movement)
who gave generously to the church would be
rewarded with worldly wealth and prosper-
ity. Furthermore, this belief extended to the
idea that poor people deserved to be poor
because God was punishing them for failing
to give their lives to him. I was never able
to reconcile this belief as I couldn’t see how
it was fair to punish people born into poor
families and situations.

These beliefs were at odds with what was
written in the gospels. I quickly became dis-
enchanted with the whole Pentecostal move-
ment and gradually extricated myself from
its clutches. Over time, I studied the religion
more objectively, realising they were noth-
ing more than a cult, a capitalist corporate,

fascist cult devoid of any sense of humanity
and empathy. Now, an avid member of this
cult is running our country, so why should
we be worried?

We should be worried because, for these
people, Pentecostalism isn’t just a religion;
it’s a way of life. It permeates everything they
do and everything they believe in, including
politics and controlling other people’s lives.
This includes changing laws and policies to
suit their beliefs. They do not believe in the
separation of church and state but rather
see political power as a means to an end.

So what are their main beliefs we should
be concerned with?

Prosperity: they believe that God
rewards the true believers with worldly
riches and punishes the unbelievers with
poverty. This is why they have no sense of
charity and do nothing to help the poor or
less fortunate.

Armageddon and the end times: they
believe that in the near future there will be
a final showdown between good and evil in
the Middle East. This location is called the
valley of Megiddo, located in the north of
Israel, named in the last book of the Bible
(Revelations). This final showdown will be
preceded by plagues, pestilence, and mass
starvation. Before this, an event known as
The Rapture will occur whereby all the true
believers will be taken up into heaven, while
the unbelievers will be left on the Earth to
suffer. During this time, the Earth will be
destroyed and recreated by God. This is why
they don’t care about climate change, as they
believe it is all part of God’s plan.

Hillsong Hills Campus Sydney.

Anti-gay: they believe that anything
besides being heterosexual is an abomina-
tion before God and worthy of hellfire, this is
reflected in the laws they introduce to oppress
LGBTQ communities particularly in the US.

Anti-abortion: they are against abortion
in any form and for any reason, including
rape and paedophilia. This is also reflected
in the laws they promote.

Pro-war/Anti-refugee: they are very
pro-war, particularly with countries whose
dominant religion is something other than
Christianity such as Islam. Thus, they push
for war in the Middle East and Afghanistan
while at the same time being against the
resettlement of refugees in their country.

Pro-Israel /Zionism: they believe the
Jews are God’s chosen people, and as such,
they believe that the Zionists are entitled to
do whatever they want to other races, includ-
ing the genocide of Palestinians.

Even a cursory glance at their beliefs
reveals that they are fervent fascists and
anti-socialist. Our prime minister, along
with about fifteen other government MPs
are fervent members of this cult. They have
alot of influence over government decisions,
and this is being reflected in policy. In short,
they are leading us down the Pentecostal path
to their version of utopia, and we should be
worried.

This is not an attack on Christians. There
are many good charitable works carried out
by Christian organisations and individuals.
However, Pentecostalism has little in common
with the true meaning of Christianity. @&

We should be worried because, for these
people, Pentecostalism isn’t just a religion;
it’'s a way of life. It permeates everything they
do and everything they believe in, including
politics and controlling other people’s lives.
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DEPARTMENT OF DEFENCE TO
PAY FOR WAR CRIMES

Valentin Cartillier

The Department of Defence has
pledged to bring soldiers accused of
war crimes to justice and pay repara-
tions to their victims by the end of the
year. The long-awaited announcement
was made in response to the Brere-
ton inquiry, which provided signifi-
cant evidence that Australian soldiers
had been committing war crimes dur-
ing the war in Afghanistan. For more
information on the Afghanistan war
see Guardian, “Afghanistan, will the
US lose the war as well as the peace?”
#1960; Guardian, “The end of the ‘end-
less war’? Australia and the US with-
draw from Afghanistan” #1958; and
Guardian, “Australia’s participation
in war crimes”#1943.

The inquiry found that twenty-five Aus-
tralian soldiers were implicated in the murder
of thirty-nine Afghani civilians and suggested
that the soldiers be criminally investigated,
recommending thirty-six incidents be handed
over to the Australian Federal Police. On
3oth July, the Department of Defence (DoD)
released a report in response to the inquiry
which outlined a four-year reform plan.

The DoD report aims to decide whether or
not soldiers who have committed these crimes
ought to be stripped of their medals. It also
recommended that the soldiers in question
be referred for criminal action, discipline or
other “workforce management” action. The
DoD also intends to provide compensation
to Afghan victims by the end of the year. It
is impossible to imagine what compensa-
tion would be adequate for the families of
the people who were murdered.

In the opening paragraphs of the report,
it states that:

“Misconduct as serious as that identified
and alleged by the Afghanistan Inquiry cannot

occur unless there have been serious and
systemic organisational and cultural failings.”
It goes on to say that the defence force will
undergo structural reforms to “address the
root causes of [its] past failures and wrong-
doing.” The report lays out two objectives:
Objective 1 (address the past). Consider
and take appropriate action to address organi-
sational, collective and individual responsi-
bility for past failures and wrongdoing.
Objective 2 (prevent recurrence).
Build the best possible organisation for the
future, comprehensively understanding and
addressing the root causes of the failures and

wrongdoing; and developing the systems,
culture and accountability that will prevent,
and promptly detect and respond to, depar-
tures from required standards.

The 36-page report does not once men-
tion the very glaring actual root cause of the
problem: the Australian military is a vehi-
cle of imperialism. Australia has continu-
ally operated as the lapdog for imperialist
powers from both World Wars, to fighting
against communist revolutions in Vietnam
and Korea, up to Afghanistan, the list goes
on and on. Our military sure spends a lot of
time abroad for a so-called “defence force”;

what our defence has to do with Afghanistan
is a bit of a mystery.

There is no way of reforming a military
that is constantly engaged in imperialist
wars. War crimes like these will continue to
occur, and it is the civilians of those countries
who pay for it with their lives. For those who
survive, all they are left with is the destruc-
tion of their country. If Australia was truly
committed to global peace, it would cease
engaging in these endless wars. @&

COMMEMORATION OF MONCADA BARRACKS
FOR CUBA HELD IN BRISBANE

Rosa Smith

On the 26th of July, the Bris-
bane Branch of the Australia-
Cuba Friendship Society held a
public commemoration of the
68th anniversary of the Mon-
cada Barracks attack. A tactical
defeat of young rebels, includ-
ing Fidel Castro, laid a foun-
dation in their movement that
would convince the Cuban peo-
ple to carry out a revolution.

The event was well attended,
including members of the Com-
munist Party and the Brisbane
Combined Union Choir. Poetry and
songs were performed in English
and Spanish.

The event reflected on how the
illegal United States blockade of
the island is hampering the heroic
efforts of the Cuban people to con-
trol the COVID-19 virus. Speakers
also focused on how the United
States was creating economic prob-
lems while simultaneously look-
ing to profit from them by covert
intervention and support marginal
protest groups. @&
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THE CONTINUITY OF US AND
ISRAELI AGGRESSION

Seamus Carey

If there’s one thing we couldn’t criti-
cise the imperialists for, it’s inconsist-
ency in deeds. Rhetorical inconsistency
aside, the actions of the imperialists
never waver in their course — subju-
gate, dictate, punish, plunder.

The aforementioned rhetorical incon-
sistency is, however, integral to the whole
project. Imperialist propaganda relies on
fostering the old colonialist mentality of
moral supremacy yet simultaneously relies
on defending itself with arguments based
upon moral equivalence. One of the most
clear-cut examples of this is that of Israel.

Pro-Israel propaganda relies on a nar-
rative of moral supremacy, appealing to the
same tropes as other murderous colonial
projects. We hear about our shared Western
or “Judeo-Christian” values, Israel’s supposed
status as “the only democracy in the Middle
East,” and their superficially progressive
social policies. Yet when it comes to view-
ing Israel’s crimes against the Palestinian
people, as well as Arab neighbours such as
Lebanon and Syria, the narrative shifts to
one of moral equivalency — it’s a tit-for-tat
“cycle of retaliation” or “cycle of violence.”
Don’t worry about taking a side.

These two rhetorical tricks are contradic-
tory, but a defence of Israel’s crimes cannot
be otherwise.

While media coverage of the Israeli
regime’s attempted evictions of Palestinian
families from their homes in Sheikh Jarrah,
East Jerusalem, has petered out, the strug-
gle is ongoing. Palestinian people still have
to defend the neighbourhood from attack
by Israeli security forces and fascist groups.

Israel’s Supreme Court made an “offer”
to the Palestinian families while legal pro-
ceedings over ownership of the dwellings
are ongoing. This offer included the prom-
ise that the attempts to forcibly evict the
families would stop but demanded that the
Palestinians recognise Jewish ownership
of the properties and pay rent. This ridicu-
lous offer was clearly nothing more than an
intimidation tactic and a plan to denounce
the Palestinians as “uncooperative” after they
rightfully and predictably rejected the deal.

Israel has illegally occupied East Jeru-
salem since the Six-Day War of 1967. In
the same six days, Israel also invaded and
occupied other Palestinian land and Syria’s
Golan Heights, Lebanon’s Sheba’a Farms,
and Egypt’s Sinai Peninsula. Subsequent
UN resolutions declared these occupations
illegal under international law, and stated
that the return of these territories and the
right of Palestinians to their land are pre-
requisites for peace. However, fifty-four
years on, Israel has only ever returned the
Sinai Peninsula, and that only in return for
concessions including Egypt’s recognition of
Israel. This coincided with the realignment
of Egypt towards accepting US domination.

There is no ambiguity about which side
bears ultimate responsibility for the “cycle
of violence.”

Until Donald Trump’s presidency, Israel’s

illegal occupations had never been recognised
de jure by any other country, even the US,
although in practice the US has long sup-
ported them financially and militarily. In
2019, Trump recognised the Golan Heights
as Israeli territory, earning international
condemnation. A planned Israeli settlement
in the Golan Heights was announced later,
to be called “Trump Heights.”

This followed Trump’s 2017 recognition
of all of Jerusalem, including the East, as the
capital of Israel, a move that was shamefully
and cowardly echoed by Scott Morrison just
a little over a week later.

Morrison declared Australian recognition
of West Jerusalem as the capital of Israel, a
move which even according to his own jus-
tification had no practical significance, only
signalling loyalty to the US line without even
having enough confidence to do it properly.
Morrison was clearly aware of the fact that
dropping “West” would be a violation of
international law, yet simultaneously wanted
to display support to the US and Israel in
that exact violation. A truly embarrassing
display that we should not forget!

Israeli aggression never lets up. More
recently, on 5th August, Israel Defence
Forces (IDF) carried out air raids in Leba-
nese territory. The following day, the 6th
of August, fighters of the military wing of
Hezbollah responded with rocket fire across
the border, in turn receiving more fire
from Israel. Spokespeople from both sides
expressed no willingness for the situation
to further escalate. The leader of Hezbollah,
Hassan Nasrallah, made a televised state-
ment declaring:

“Our response was linked to the Israeli

strikes that occurred in south Lebanon for
the first time in 15 years.”

“We wanted to tell the enemy [...] that any
air strike by the Israeli air force on Lebanon
will inevitably draw a response, though in
a suitable and proportionate way, because
we want to serve the purpose of protecting
our country.”

The transition from Trump to Biden has
had no objective impact upon the situation
in Palestine and surrounds. Israel has only
continued to become even more emboldened
by the US’ many moves to support Israel in
its crimes. Biden has not rescinded Trump’s
actions, and has continued to set aside bil-
lions in funding to Israel and its military.

The policy of the imperialists is a continu-
ous trajectory, no matter whose face is on it.

Another of Trump’s outrageous deci-
sions which the US has continued to bolster
is recognition of Morocco’s occupation of
Western Sahara. Just as with Israel’s 1967
occupations, no other country had ever
recognised Morocco’s claim, and consider-
ing it to be a violation of international law.
The Sahrawi people have a sovereign right
to their land, properly named the Sahrawi
Arab Democratic Republic. However the
Sahrawi government, led by the Polisario
Front, operates in exile out of Algeria, where
tens of thousands of refugees have had to
live for decades since Morocco’s invasion
of most of Western Sahara.

Trump offered recognition of this illegal
occupation in exchange for Morocco’s rec-
ognition of Israel. Solidarity between illegal
occupations! The working and oppressed
peoples of the world must build a solidar-
ity against occupation, against imperialism,

that is yet stronger! The US a good friend to
invaders and occupiers everywhere, so long as
they submit themselves to US interests. The
rest must be yet better friends to each other,
in order to defeat the US world dictatorship.

While the US’ huge military exercises in
Europe and Asia have gotten some media
coverage, they have also recently been con-
ducting large exercises in Africa, receiving
far less media exposure.

In June, the “African Lion 21” exer-
cises by US troops and allies took place in
Morocco, Tunisia, and Senegal. A glance at
the map shows that these countries neatly
circumscribe Western Sahara and Algeria.

This is yet another example that whatever
party is in power in the US, the real power
remains held by the same class with the
same interests, and the imperialist policy
of the US continues.

Coincidentally — or perhaps not — a
controversy in the African Union (AU) has
emerged over the recent decision of the AU
Commission to announce Israel’s “observer”
status in the organisation, against the will
of the vast majority of African states. How
and why this decision was made by the Com-
mission is still unclear, but the increasing
military and economic interest both the US
and Israel are displaying in Africa is surely
part of the answer.

To end war and oppression, we must fight
to end the unjust power of the imperialists
and fight for a world of independence and
socialism. @&

In 2019, Trump recognised the Golan Heights
as Israeli territory, earning international
condemnation. A planned Israeli settlement
in the Golan Heights was announced later, to
be called “Trump Heights.”
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Dear Editor,
I want to join the Communist Party
of Australia because I’'m tired of see-
ing the world and the working class
exploited and poisoned by the bour-
geoisie for the sake of profits. Human-
ity and the world are in a dark state of
affairs, and the majority of issues are
directly related to capitalism.

I grew up in low-income areas, and I have
seen friends get pulled from families because
the parents are deemed financially unstable.

I have known kids that often went two days
without food. The Australian media likes to
ignore the very real issues many people face
both here in Australia and throughout the
world. My own mother worked so hard she
ended up with a severe disability and has
never been able to work again.

I believe installing socialism worldwide
is the only humane way to move society for-
ward and reaching an advanced communist
society is the only way the planet, nature and
humanity is going to remain stable and alive.

Guardian

Therefore, I feel it’s my duty as a human
being to help push for change and help the
working class.
Regards,
Ricardo West
QLD

Graham Holton

One of the first acts committed by the
Chilean military, after the coup of 11
September 1973 was to confiscate and
burn books. Para leer al Pato Donald
(How to Read Donald Duck, HRDD)
was one of them. Although banned for
decades in Chile and the United States,
copies had been sent overseas to be
reproduced, translated, and repub-
lished. Photocopies of the book were
being sold for over $100. It has survived
as a great study of US cultural impe-
rialism in Latin America. By the early
1970s, little Marxist analysis had been
written on US cultural imperialism out-
side of Cuba. HRDD therefore became
a leading light on how the US was try-
ing to control the minds of young peo-
ple into believing the “Great American
Dream” and Latin America’s inferior
position to US hegemony.

It is not that Chile did not have its own
comics. Condorito, a cartoon about the adven-
tures of a little condor, was a very popular and
humorous comic. It was that such Chilean
comics were unable to compete against the
power of US corporations. Disney comics
were aimed at all ages, including university
students. Dorfman and Mattelart analysed
over 100 comics and found that over forty
per cent of the stories have the Duck family
travel to overseas countries, especially Latin
America.

To understand the background of US
comics, it is important to understand that in
the early 1950s, there was a major movement
in the US to ban comics as a bad influence on
the minds of American children. The Comics
Code Authority (CCA) was formed in 1954 by
the Comics Magazine Association of America
as an alternative to forced government regu-
lation. Comic publishers would set up their
own codes, not allowing violence, sex, and
Leftist radicalism in their books, before they
could display the CCA stamp on the cover.
Unashamedly, the Code did not forbid racial
stereotypes. It was the time of the investi-
gations conducted by Senator J. McCarthy,
and the hearings conducted by the House
Un-American Activities Committee (HUAC),
which tried to stamp out communism in the
US. As a result, dozens of publishing houses
were forced out of business.

Those that survived the purges thrived,
especially Disney, who had previously pro-
duced films on Latin America for the US
government. Although Disney’s comics
are less read today, in the 1960s, they were
extremely popular. By 1962 Disney sold
50mil comics in fifty countries, translated
into fifteen languages. In South America,
the Chilean printed edition was also sold
in Peru, Paraguay, and Argentina. These
consisted of four comic titles, which sold an
average of 800,000 copies per month. This
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HOW TO READ DONALD DUCK:
IMPERIALIST IDEOLOGY IN THE
DISNEY COMIC

by Ariel Dorfman & Armand Mattelart

constitutes 4,400 pages of Disney material,
of which a third came directly from Disney
studios, a third from Disney’s US franchise
Western Publishing Co., and the remainder
from other franchises. By the time of the
Chilean coup, Disney comics were read by
over a million Chilean readers every week.
In 1973 Disney had fourteen different comic
book titles being published in the US. Disney
comics were well placed to influence how
the US saw itself and how those countries
“South of the Border” were portrayed and
perceived under Disnification. “We Latin
Americans,” write Dorfman and Mattelart,
“are separated from each other by the vision
we have acquired of each other via the comics
and the other mass culture media.”

Mickey Mouse first appeared in Steam-
boat Willie in 1928 and in the first Disney
comic in 1933. Donald Duck appeared in
1934, but Uncle Scrooge, invented by Carl
Barks, did not appear until 1956. Disney’s
Scrooge is inspired by Charles Dicken’s
miserly Scrooge and the Scotland-born US-
millionaire Andrew Carnegie, who owned US
Steel. There is no equivalent for “Scrooge”
in Spanish, and it is translated simply as
Tio Rico (Rich Uncle), thereby losing any
sense that he was a ruthless miser. Disney
comics are filled with relations — uncles and
nephews, aunts and nieces, cousins and a
Grandmother — yet no one has parents. It
is as if they came from a giant incubator. By
having no parents, the idea of sex is never
raised. Loyalty between families is always
maintained, no matter what their foibles. The
women of these families are always polite,
dainty, and fear adventure. Daisy, Donald’s
girlfriend, works as a secretary for Scrooge as
the males who go off for adventures in for-
eign lands. Any feminist character is quickly
overthrown and ridiculed. Powerful female
characters are devious, such as Magica de
Spell, who is a witch.

“Donald Duck” comic characters are
divided into ducks (with bills) that are white
and dogs (black button noses) that are black.
Ducks live in Duckburg, which is based on
a utopian Californian town with minimal
obvious class stratification. It is democratic
— they vote for the mayor — but they do not
vote for a president or a governor. Most
people work in tertiary industries, but there
is no sign of industrial production. Wealth
under Disney can be described by Marx’s
“fetishism”: the process that separates the
product from its origin and is abstracted
from the actual circumstances of production.
Rarely do these comics refer to the working
class: factory workers or the poor. Paupers
are pushed out of society to remain unseen
in a slum at the edge of town.

When Donald’s nephews (Huey, Dewey,
and Louie first appeared in 1938) discover
the poverty of the slum, they do not renounce
the social injustice, but they react in a typi-
cally American way; they collect donations

for Christmas presents to give to them.
Uncle Scrooge is so wealthy that he could
easily have pulled them out of poverty, but
he doesn’t. “The less fortunate regard their
Subjection as natural,”the authors say.
The system is left as it is, with no sense of
social injustice. People are poor because of
laziness or misfortune, and therefore it is
the life dealt to them — just bad luck. The
nephews go away happy in their actions, and
the socioeconomic system remains intact,
unquestioned. Conflict in Duckburg never
has “a social base, but is conceived in terms
of good versus evil.”

Donald never has money because he is
lazy. Gladstone Gander does not need money
because he is so lucky that he finds lost money
every day. Scrooge is rich because he is a
genius at financial bargains, not because of
his ruthless dealings with people, especially
in the third world. Disney comics argue that
his activities are a win-win situation and that
the “natives” are content in their simple ways,
unknowingly giving away precious minerals
and treasures for pennies and trinkets. Uncle
Scrooge will hire Donald and his nephews
for pennies an hour and will cheat them
of even this paltry sum by the end of the
story. Children do not understand money,
and Donald is not intelligent enough to see
he is being underpaid and defrauded of his
income. This is much the same way that
indigenous people are portrayed in Disney
comic books.

Walt Disney hated unions and made
them illegal at his studios and parklands.
After Disney moved into a large new studio
building, a strict hierarchy of employees
was maintained. The workers organised
a strike for improved conditions. He saw
this act as ungrateful disloyalty and after
that banned unions from his studio and
parklands. If workers were seen outside of
work hours in a group of more than four,
they were sacked. This strident reaction
to those he thought were radicals is wit-
nessed in his comics. The demonstrations
against the Vietnam War were portrayed
as a rabble who are easily distracted by a
lemonade stand. The ongoing war in Viet-
nam is imagined as senseless violence by
Asians with pronounced buck teeth, who
are easily influenced by Scrooge to end
their revolution. Cubans are portrayed as
ruthless pirates of the Caribbean.

US media of the period often used fake
countries to represent Latin America. This
goes back to the 1920s when US films com-
monly portrayed Latinos as “greasers” who
could not be trusted and Latinas who lacked
good sexual mores. Countries of Central
America became so outraged at such portray-
als that US films were banned. As part of the
1930s “Good Neighbor Policy,” US corpora-
tions placed their negative stereotypes in fake
countries to overcome Latino sensibilities.
It is something Disney comics maintained

DORFMAN & MATTELART

IMPERIALIST IDEOLOGY
IN THE DISNEY
COMIC

in the 1950s. The ducks’ adventures are set
in “Inca-Blinca” and “Aztecland”.

Disney comics examine foreign lands,
their geography, and people, based upon
the crude stereotypes prevalent at the time.
Mexico is “recognisable by its commonplace
exotic identity labels, not the real Mexico
with all its problems.” It is a picture-card,
superficial world constructed for the Ameri-
can tourist to see but not touch. Disney casts
the inhabitants as “decals and puppets for
his fantasy palaces, good and inoffensive
savages unto eternity.” The inhabitants are
foolish, irrational, disorganised, and gullible.
There is no representation of death squads,
brutal genocide, or US invasions. Foreign
lands remain peacefully undeveloped, in
the periphery of empire, under a depend-
ency based upon the American dollar and
hegemony.

Latin America remained a land without
a past. The past exists solely as a function
of the present to support prevailing ideas.
“Disney’s mutilation of the relationship
between the past and present accounts for
his schematisation and moralisation of Third
World history”. By showing the real face of
cultural imperialism at work through the
supposed innocence of Disney comics the
authors show the extreme cultural trans-
formation undertaken by US comic books.
As long as Disney comics take hold of the
reader’s imagination, “the bourgeoisie and
imperialism can sleep in peace” in Latin
America. That the book not only reveals how
Walt Disney thought about the place of US
hegemony, but that it is accepted by white
Americans is the real sorrow. @&
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As part of alegal effort to access rough-
ly US$2bil of Venezuelan gold held in
the Bank of England, Juan Guaido’s
legal team drew on hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars — if not millions — orig-
inally seized from the Central Bank of
Venezuela in the United States.

Guaido’s attempt to seize Central Bank of
Venezuela assets in the UK, in other words,
has been financed by money previously
seized from the Central Bank of Venezuela.
This episode of scandalous financial activity
is likely to cause alarm in Venezuela given
public funds have been deployed to strip
even more assets from the Venezuelan state.

Over the past two years, Guaido has been
implicated in a number of well-documented
cases of corruption, embezzlement, and
paramilitary collaboration.

In July 2021, the UK Supreme Court
held proceedings relating to the roughly
US$2bil of Venezuelan gold held in the Bank
of England. The legal battle began in May
2020, when the Venezuelan government
sued the Bank of England over its refusal
to release the gold.

The Maduro board had requested access
to the gold in order to respond to the coro-
navirus (COVID-19) pandemic and purchase
food. In February 2021, UN independent
expert on sanctions Alena Douhan urged
“the governments of the United Kingdom,
Portugal and the United States and cor-
responding banks to unfreeze assets of
the Venezuela Central Bank to purchase
medicine, vaccines, food, medical and other
equipment.”

The proceedings centred on who the UK
government officially recognises as president
of Venezuela, and therefore whether the
Maduro board or the ad-hoc Guaido board
of the Central Bank of Venezuela has the
authority to represent and control the bank’s
assets held in the Bank of England. Although
the UK High Court initially sided with the
Guaido board, the UK Court of Appeal found
in October 2020 that the UK’s recognition
of Guaido was “ambiguous, or at any rate
less than unequivocal.”

One day before the Supreme Court
proceedings began, and in an apparent
effort to strong-arm the judiciary, the UK
Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development
Office issued a statement claiming: “The UK
government is clear that Juan Guaido has
been recognised by [the UK government]
since February 2019 as the only legitimate
President of Venezuela.”

Guaido, who has never stood for presi-
dential election, exercises minimal power
within Venezuela, while the UK govern-
ment maintains diplomatic relations with
the Maduro government.

After the Maduro board won its appeal
in October 2020, the Guaido board was
instructed to pay £400,000 to cover the
Maduro board’s legal fees

International

JUAN GUAIDO PAID
UK LEGAL FEES WITH LOOTED
VENEZUELAN MONEY

Ironically, Washington’s brutal sanctions
regime against Venezuela appeared to make
payment difficult.

In November 2020, Guaido’s legal team
“received a warning from the commercial
court judge, Sara Cockerill, in case of not
complying with the payment order imposed
by the British justice regarding the litigation
for the gold of Venezuela kept in the Bank
of England.”

By December 2020, Guaido’s former
UK representative Vanessa Neumann told
the Financial Times that the US Treasury’s
Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) “had
procrastinated for so long over releasing
frozen funds to the Guaido opposition for
legal costs that the [UK] court battle was in
danger of being lost.”

Since certain members of the Maduro
board were under US sanctions, the Guaido
board had to seek a license from the OFAC
in order to make the payment.

ROBBING PETER TO
ROB PETER

Documents read into open court in the
UK demonstrate that the Guaido board’s
£400,000 legal costs were eventually paid,
weeks late, with money appropriated from
the Central Bank of Venezuela in the US.

In April 2020, the US government
transferred US$342mil of Central Bank
of Venezuela assets from Citibank to an
account at the US Federal Reserve in New
York. The Central Bank of Venezuela had
defaulted on payments to Citibank because
it could not access its reserves in the Bank
of England.

Previously, US secretary of state Mike
Pompeo had permitted Guaido and his
appointees to receive and control property of
the Central Bank of Venezuela in the Federal
Bureau of New York. In a move denounced
by the Venezuelan government as “vulgar
plundering,” the US government effectively
transferred US$342mil of Venezuelan state
assets directly to Guaido.

It is these funds that the Guaido board
tapped into in order to finance its UK legal
efforts.

According to witness testimony provided
by the Guaido board to the UK courts: “The
only funds under the control of the Guaido
Board are those in accounts in the name of
BCV [Central Bank of Venezuela] at the Fed-
eral Reserve Bank of New York in the US.”

The representative added:

“All of the BCV assets controlled by the
Guaido Board are in accounts of the BCV
located in the US.”

In other words, the only funds available
to the Guaido board were those appropri-
ated from the Central Bank of Venezuela
in the US.

Indeed, the Guaido board acknowl-
edged that:

“The Maduro Board has registered a
protest at the use of BCV funds in the US
under the control of the Guaido Board to
discharge the [£400,000] costs order in
the Maduro Board’s favour.”

In separate witness statement, the
Guaido board’s legal representative empha-
sised that:

“Interim President Guaido and his
appointees have legitimate control under
US law of funds held in a US federal reserve
bank to which the Maduro Board has no
legitimate claim.”

The payment of £400,000 was eventu-
ally delivered on 7th December 2020 — but
“it comes from BCV funds, rather from the
Guaido Board members”, Maduro’s legal
counsel complained.

The use of state assets for such purposes
suggests how Guaido might utilise Ven-
ezuela’s gold reserves in the UK should he
win the legal battle.

Hundreds of millions of dollars of
Venezuelan assets looted in the US have
already been used to fund the construction of
Trump’s militarised US-Mexico border wall.

Registering incredulity, the Maduro
board’s legal counsel told the court:

“Instead of paying, the Guaido Board
members have caused £400,000 of the
[Central Bank of Venezuela’s] monies to be
sent to the Maduro Board.”

The Maduro legal counsel added:

“Remarkably, since the US$342mill
at the Federal Reserve is money that was
the proceeds of a gold swap with Citibank
seized in the USA by the Guaido Board, it
seems that the Guaido Board is in reality
making a proposal to pay that is tantamount
to seeking to use the Central Bank’s own
funds, seized by the Guaido Board, to pay
the sum that the Court of Appeal ordered
the Guaido Board to pay.”

Even more remarkably, the Maduro
board’s legal counsel noted:

“it also appears [...] that the Guaido
Board may be paying the legal fees and
disbursements of [its legal counsel] A&P —
reckoned by A&P at in excess of US$3.8mil
as at mid-July 2020 — from the monies
belonging to the BCV at the Federal Reserve
Bank in New York.”

It thus appears plausible that the Guaido
Board has used multiple millions of dollars
appropriated from the Central Bank of Ven-
ezuela in order to appropriate even more
funds from that same bank.

Though UK officials insist on the politi-
cal independence of the Bank of England,
the freezing of Venezuelan assets forms a
clear part of the US- and UK-led campaign
of hybrid warfare against Venezuela, a cru-
cial part of which involves destroying the
country’s economy.

In 2018, former UK foreign secretary
Boris Johnson acknowledged that sanctions
amount to collective punishment against
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the civilian population, telling G20 foreign
ministers in Buenos Aires:

“The feeling I get from talking to my
counterparts is that they see no alternative
to economic pressure — and it’s very sad,
because obviously the downside of sanc-
tions is that they can affect the population
that you don’t want to suffer. But in the end
things have got to get worse before they get
better — and we may have to tighten the
economic screw on Venezuela.”

In January 2019, then foreign minister
Jeremy Hunt visited the US. According to
briefing notes seen by The Canary, the for-
eign minister met with senior US officials
Mike Pompeo and John Bolton, who pri-
vately thanked Hunt for the UK’s position
on Venezuela. The internal report added:

“Your remarks on Venezuela aired as
the top story across UK broadcast media,
and your tweet of the video reached your
biggest ever social media audience.”

Bolton would later write that Hunt “was
delighted to cooperate on steps they could
take, for example freezing Venezuelan gold
deposits in the Bank of England.”

The issue of the Venezuelan gold held
in the Bank of England is therefore funda-
mentally political, and cannot be separated
from the US-led effort to destabilise and
overthrow the Venezuelan government.

If Guaido’s legal effort is successful, the
threat or act of de-recognition could become
a lethal weapon in the UK’s foreign policy
arsenal, serving as a justification to asset
strip a foreign state and then deliver those
assets to individuals allied with UK foreign
policy interests.

Sarosh Zaiwalla, senior partner at Zai-
walla & Co., which represented the Maduro
board of the Central Bank of Venezuela,
commented:

“This case treads a fine line between law
and politics. Guaido’s legal case seeks to
position him as being above the rule of law
in both Venezuela and the United Kingdom
on the basis of a statement made by the
United Kingdom Government.”

It is absurd that €1.6bil of a country’s
gold held in the UK can on that basis be
withheld from the government in control
of that state and be given to representa-
tives of Guaido, who has no control of any
apparatus of state. Such a result would have
potentially serious and adverse ramifica-
tions for the City of London as a safe place
to sovereign assets.

The simple reality in this case is that
any ruling upholding Guaido’s purported
appointments, if recognised, would fly in
the face of reality. His purported appointees
have no ability to act on behalf of the Banco
Central de Venezuela in any effective way in
Venezuela. The Supreme Court is expended
to hand down its decision in late Summer
or Autumn 2021.
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CHINA,

RUSSIA

Guardian

JOINT MILITARY EXERCISE TO
COMBAT TERRORISM AND CHAOS

Song Zhongping

Russia is set to join a military exercise
with China in the Qingtongxia Joint
Tactical Training Base in Northwest
China’s Ningxia Hui Autonomous
Region from August 9 to 13. According
to Senior Colonel Wu Qian, spokesper-
son for China’s Ministry of National
Defence, the theme of this upcoming
military exercise is jointly safeguard-
ing regional security and stability.

The purpose of the exercise is to consoli-
date the comprehensive strategic partnership
of coordination for a new era between China
and Russia. This will also deepen the prag-
matic cooperation and traditional friendship
between the two militaries, further displaying
the determination and ability of both sides to
combat terrorist forces and maintain regional
peace and security, Wu said.

The drill is named “The Zapad/Interac-
tion-2021.” China and Russia will dispatch
multiple types of aircraft, artillery pieces and
armoured equipment to test joint reconnais-
sance, early warnings, as well as electronic
information attack and strike capabilities.
“Interaction” means that the drill will include
multiple services, including the army and
the air forces.

It will be a land-air integrated joint opera-
tion, and its main target will be forces that
endanger regional security; namely the “three
forces” — the forces of terrorism, extremism
and separatism.

The drill will be the first time Russian
forces will enter the Qingtongxia military
base. This is also the first joint drill to be held
in China since the outbreak of the COVID-19
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epidemic. This clearly demonstrates that
the mutual trust of the Chinese and Rus-
sian armed forces is increasing in earnest.
From previous exercises in non-traditional
security fields to all-round exercises in all
subjects, China-Russia military cooperation
is becoming closer.

In the context of the comprehensive
strategic partnership of coordination for a
new era between China and Russia, Beijing
and Moscow have the need to increase their
military mutual trust. Also, due to the US-led
Western countries’ continued suppression,
the two countries are forced to forge closer
military cooperation. The “three forces”
still pose a major threat to Central Asian
countries, China and Russia. It is necessary
for Beijing and Moscow to strengthen unity
on this issue.

A Newsweek report on Thursday said

that China and Russia will hold the joint
drill “just as the last of the US soldiers are
set to exit Afghanistan.” The overriding
goals of the drill “were both political and
tactical,” it read.

However, it is necessary to point out
that the joint drill is a regular event. It was
planned as early as last year. Thus, the drill
is not aimed at any third party. The military
exercises between China and Russia are
becoming increasingly close. The two coun-
tries have carried out various exercises in
both traditional and non-traditional fields in
order to maintain regional peace and stability.

As for whether the joint drill is related to
the situation in Afghanistan, the key point
lies in whether Afghanistan will still suffer
from threats from the “three forces.” It is
the mission of China, Russia as well as the
Shanghai Cooperation Organization (SCO) to

crack down on the “three forces.” Therefore,
the drill is not aimed at a specific party. Some
US media have been overly concerned about
the joint China-Russia exercise.

But indeed, Washington has been cre-
ating more troubles around Beijing and
Moscow. Its irresponsible withdrawal from
Afghanistan has left a mess in the country.
We also need to beware that Washington
may drive a wedge in Central Asia, threat-
ening China-Russia relations or even the
cohesion and unity of the SCO. In response
to the fact that Washington is causing more
chaos worldwide, Beijing and Moscow should
jointly make it clear to the US that it should
not interfere in more regional affairs. Beijing
and Moscow are important backbone forces
for maintaining regional peace and stability.
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ROLLS-ROYCE WORKERS RALLY IN
DEFENCE OF JOBS AT BARNOLDSWICK

Striking workers at a Rolls-
Royce factory in Lancashire

selective strike action by key groups
of workers resumed.

staged a rally today in defence
of their jobs.

Members of the Unite union at
the company’s aerospace factory in
Barnoldswick have accused bosses
of reneging on an agreement on
minimum staffing levels, including
apprenticeships, that was reached
following prolonged strike action
last year.

Management has denied the
allegation.

The factory has been closed for
two weeks after workers agreed to
forego their wages to help it make
ten per cent savings.

The shutdown ended today and

Unite north-west regional
organiser Ross Quinn told the
Morning Star: “We wrote to man-
agement saying the two-week clo-
sure was a window of opportunity
to find a resolution to the dispute.
They completely ignored us.”

The rally was supported by
Lancaster Trade Union Council,
local councillors and people from
the Barnoldswick community.

Quinn said: “Today was the
resumption of industrial action
and we wanted to make sure people
know what is taking place.”
Moming Star &
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