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Dylan Voller refl ects on 
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Housing is 
a human right

REVIEW: 
The morals of the market

CPA CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
STATEMENT: FOR COVID-SAFE 

COMMUNITY
The CPA Central Committee expresses its sympathy 
to the many working people and the broader com-
munity suff ering in the wake of the COVID Delta 
strain which is gaining ascendency across large 
parts of the country and the world. We share our 
sincere condolences to the families and friends of 
innocent and needless victims of the COVID-19. It 
has been consistently demonstrated that capitalism 
has been unable to deal with the health crisis in the 
interest of the people.

It is clear from the identifi ed paths of transmission that 
a large part of the Delta spread is related to conditions at 
work for working people and the need for essential serv-
ices to continue, and the corporate profi ts that fl ow from 
them. This link to profi ts has obscured who and what jobs 
are essential.

It has become apparent that vaccinating the vast major-
ity of the population, including children, is one of the most 
eff ective ways of dealing with the impact of this virus. The 
nature and spread of this virus strain demonstrate that work-
ing people and the way they work needs serious attention 
regardless of each worker’s vaccination status.

The current situation requires a signifi cant and planned 
workplace response that deals with all aspects of social dis-
tancing, hygiene and guaranteed provision of full PPE as well 

as individual workplace controls to mitigate spread of the 
virus. Unions must be allowed to play a leading social role 
in this area and be given the legal rights to fully represent 
workers under what is a workplace health and safety issue. 
The best and most eff ective outcomes should be mandated 
across the community and enforced through national and 
state safety regulators.

One of the main issues for workers during the pandemic 
is paid leave while sick. The CPA demands workers aff ected 
by the virus receive their full wage. This should be mandated 
through a legislated COVID Sick leave scheme underwritten 
by government for all workers impacted by COVID includ-
ing casual workers. This would include testing, isolation, 
illness, quarantine and recovery.

The CPA puts forward the following policy positions as 
the basis of more eff ectively managing the crisis without the 
brunt being worn by working people and the community.

A legislated COVID sick leave scheme underwritten by 
government for all workers impacted by COVID including 
casual workers. This would include:

Testing, isolation, illness, quarantine and recovery.
• Social security for all unemployed workers, stood down 

workers and social welfare recipients. Increase the dole 
to $800 per week and minimum wages accordingly. 

• Abolition of social security debt recovery.

• A Nationwide moratorium on housing evictions, rent, 
mortgage and any loan repayments. There should be no 
profi t-making during the pandemic.

• A National moratorium on utilities, internet payments 
and disconnections.

• Redirect funding from the military budget and private 
healthcare system towards the public health system.

• Public hospitals and construction of fully equipped 
COVID hospitals and quarantine centres. Private 
hospitals to be converted to the public system.

Australia must support the removal of vaccine patents and 
allow technology transfer to massively increase cheaper and 
more accessible vaccines to poorer countries. We denounce 
the hoarding of vaccines by rich nations.

Australia should immediately move to nationalise vital 
medical science and technology including the CSL so we can 
produce enough vaccines for Australia and regional countries.

The Communist Party of Australia strongly opposes the 
employer drive for compulsory vaccination as an industrial 
weapon. We condemn the attempt to distract from the need 
for vaccine choice and immediate vaccination rights for 
all with more choice of vaccines made available from the 
international market. 
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Anna Pha

Unions NSW have had a breakthrough for 
workers, winning a $320 COVID Test and Iso-
late support payment from the NSW Coalition 
government to cover obligatory stay-at-home 
time following a COVID test. Victoria has a sim-
ilar $450 Coronavirus Test Isolation Payment.

The private pathology companies carrying out 
the tests are overwhelmed with the large and grow-
ing number of tests. As a result, it can take almost a 
week for some results to be returned, with workers 
required to stay at home awaiting results. The one 
exception is the rapid test which does not require a 
laboratory to process it.

The NSW and Victorian payments recognise that 
many casuals and contractors cannot aff ord to skip 
shifts to get tested and isolate until results arrive. 
This places them in the diffi  cult position of choosing 
between putting food on the table or getting tested – 
a choice no worker should be faced with.

The demand for testing has surged and will con-
tinue to rise as the number of cases and hotspots 
increases. The federal government has a responsibility 
to increase pathology services in the public sector to 

meet the demand for testing and improve the timeli-
ness of results.

The payments apply to carers and/or guardians 
who must care for someone as well as workers who 
are required to isolate following a COVID-19 test.

Eligibility requirements restrict the payment to 
workers who:
• are likely to have undertaken paid work during 

the relevant period of isolation and are unable to 
work as a result of being required to isolate and 
stay in isolation following the COVID-19 test; or

• cannot reasonably work from home as a result of 
the requirement to isolate following the COVID-
19 test or to care for someone who must isolate 
following the COVID-19 test; and

• will not be receiving or have not received any 
income, earnings, or salary maintenance from 
work as a result of not being able to work during 
the period of isolation; and

• have exhausted any sick and/or carer’s leave 
entitlements including any special pandemic 
leave or have no entitlement to such leave; and

• are not receiving income support from the federal 
government.

Continued on page 2

INCOME SUPPORT DURING 
POST-TEST ISOLATION
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MONEY FLUSHED 
DOWN TOILET AS 

ABCC TAKES CFMEU 
TO COURT

In what sounds like the premise of a good joke, 
a union, a portaloo, and a government authority 
have found themselves at the centre of a controversy 
that never needed to happen.

Six years ago, 2015, CFMEU official Gerard 
Benstead went to a construction site in Melbourne’s 
Brighton. Upon inspection, he told a contractor that 
the workers’ shed was not adequate and failed to 
provide a toilet for women. Benstead also notifi ed 
the company and stated that an enterprise agree-
ment should have been in place, securing better 
pay and conditions.

The contractor told Benstead that a system was 
already in place – that met workplace safety re-
quirements and a female employee – for any women 
on the site to use the men’s toilets. 

Finding the situation clearly inadequate and an 
attempt to circumvent union involvement, Benstead 
and another union organiser returned, sent the 
workers home, until the company fi nally conceded, 
building an additional shed and adding a women’s 
portable toilet.

You would think that would be the end of this 
fairly straightforward story, but, as per usual, the 
Australian Building and Construction Commission 
(ABCC) couldn’t resist the opportunity to level an-
other fi ne on the union.

In 2016, the ABCC fi led a case, claiming that 
the events that transpired constituted unlawful 
industrial action. The original judgement from the 
Federal Court sided with the ABCC, issuing the 
CFMMEU a $50,000 fi ne. Upon appeal, the decision 
was reversed. The ABCC attempted to challenge the 
decision, but in June this year, it was denied by the 
High Court, bringing the saga to a close.

Speaking on the closure of this ridiculous ac-
tion, Dave Noonan, CFMEU National Construction 
Secretary, stated that “The ABCC has fl ushed a 
ridiculous sum of cash down the toilet defending 
the right of grubby employers to save pennies by 
refusing to provide women’s amenities on a con-
struction site,” adding “The ABCC was created as 
a political cudgel to attack workers and it clearly 
needs to go.”

At the time, a spokesman for the ABCC stated 
costs paid by the ABCC on the High Court appeal so 
far were less than $100,000. However, two weeks 
ago, Attorney-General Michaelia Cash disclosed that 
the ABBC had spent close to half a million dollars 
on external legal fees ($432,469) in the legal battle. 
According to the Sydney Morning Herald, including 
“internal costs and the union’s High Court fees, 
the total fee would be much higher.”

ALP’s assistant government accountability 
spokeswoman Senator Kimberley Kitching stated: 
“This drunk-on-debt government keep inventing 
new ways of fl ushing taxpayer money down the toi-
let,” adding “It’s yet another reminder that unions 
are a force for good in this country.”

This case is one of many examples of anti-union 
behaviour displayed at the hands of the Coalition 
government, who reconstituted the ABCC after 
a return to government by then-Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull. It is imperative that we fi ght 
against this anti-union behaviour and ensure that 
if the ALP wins the next election that the ABCC is 
dismantled.
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14th National Congress Special Appeal
From 25-27 February 2022, elected delegates representing Communist Party organisations 
from all over Australia will gather in Sydney for the 14th National Congress of the Party, COVID 
restrictions permitting. In the lead-up to the Congress, Party members have been discussing and 
submitting amendments to a draft Political Resolution. At Congress delegates will review the work 
of the Party and look to its future tasks. Congress will elect a new Central Committee to lead the 
work of the Party until the next National Congress. 

The CPA has launched a Special Appeal to help defray the costs associated with holding a 
National Congress. We are appealing to Party members and organisations, all friends and 
supporters of the Party and Guardian readers to help fulfi ll our $10,000 target as soon as 
possible.

To contribute, please fi ll in the form below or write your details on a separate piece of paper to 
send with your contribution.

All contributions will be acknowledged in the Guardian, with the names of contributors unless 
otherwise requested. We look forward to your support for this important occasion.

(Name) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  contributes $ _ _ _ _ _  to the above Appeal.

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash for that amount (made out to “CPA”). 
Payment may also be made by Credit Card by fi lling the information below: 

Credit Card minimum $20   Visa or   Mastercard 

Name on the card _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Signature _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Card # ___ ___ ___ ___  ___ ___ ___ ___  ___ ___ ___ ___  ___ ___ ___ ___

Expiry Date ___ ___ / ___ ___ 

I  agree/  disagree with having my name published in the Guardian 
in acknowledgement of my contribution.

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 or phone through on 02 9699 8844.

Continued from page 1

VULNERABLE 
EXCLUDED

The NSW and Victorian 
schemes exclude anyone receiv-
ing income support from the Com-
monwealth government – recipients 
of the Age Pension, Austudy, Carer 
Payment, Disability Support Pen-
sion, JobSeeker, and Parenting 
Payment who lose work are not 
eligible.

These groups already attempt 
to survive on government payments 
that are well below the poverty line 
and supplement their income with 
a limited number of hours of paid 
work. They tend to be in casual, 
low-paid jobs and can least aff ord 
to lose the few extra dollars they 
pick up. The loss of that work can 
be devastating.

This exclusion also applies to 
the federal government’s disaster 
relief payment of $750 per week 
($320 for those who lose less 
than twenty hours work per week) 

which commences after two weeks 
in lockdown in federally declared 
hotspots. A region does not have to 
be in lockdown for its workforce to 
be impacted. Tourism is one such 
area. The federal government does 
not off er its disaster relief payment 
to anyone outside of federally 
declared hotspots.

The states also off er $1,500 
for those who test positive and 
are required to isolate for the fi rst 
fortnight, fi lling the gap left by the 
federal government.

NUMBERS GROW 
EXPONENTIALLY
Incredibly the NSW govern-

ment has stopped listing hotspots 
for Greater Sydney on its website. 
This was a valuable resource for the 
public to turn to, to check if they 
had been to any of those sites. Why 
was this done? Clearly the listing 
of hotspots is seen as a valuable 
resource, as the government is 
still updating them for other parts 
of the state.

Has it been overwhelmed by 
thousands of hotspots, and is unable 
to keep up with listing them?

The number of cases in NSW 
is growing exponentially and is 
set to continue on a steep curve as 
hundreds more people have been 
in the community while infectious.

It is nothing short of tragic and 
neglectful to have only vaccinated 
eight per cent of the Indigenous 
population in rural and regional 
NSW. First Nations people, 
amongst the most vulnerable in 
the community, were supposed 
to be a priority, to be vaccinated 
before Easter. The fact it was not 
done months ago speaks volumes 
about the government’s priorities.

The government seems to have 
gone into panic mode, sending the 
military into towns in Western NSW 
for vaccinations and other roles 
without prior consultation with the 
Aboriginal Medical Services or the 
communities.

After eighteen months, there 
is still not a comprehensive plan 
for handling the health crisis. 
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HOUSING IS A HUMAN RIGHT: 
TACKLING HOMELESSNESS

Jan Dieles

Safe, secure, and healthy hous-
ing is a basic human need and 
right. But in the capitalist sys-
tem, this right does not exist, 
as instead housing is a com-
modity and avenue for profi t-
making of the wealthy.

We already have the material 
capacity to guarantee every single 
Australian housing. The 2016 
census recorded over 116,000 
people homeless on census night 
(the current fi gure may be double or 
more), but over one million vacant 
dwellings. It is clear that this system 
is incapable of effi  ciently allocating 
resources – if by effi  ciently we mean 
fulfi lling people’s needs, rather than 
the greed of a few.

But the federal and state gov-
ernments, whether Coalition or 
Labor, do not wish to solve this 
problem. The interests of property 
investors and real estate fi rms come 
fi rst, and the threat of homeless-
ness, the manufactured scarcity 
of housing, functions to push up 
prices. Guaranteeing housing would 
be a shock to the market, losing 
some very wealthy people some of 
their wealth. This matters more to 
our current political system than 
the very lives of poor and working-
class people.

According to research by the 
University of Western Australia, 
fi fty-six people died on the streets 
of Perth in 2020, more than one 
person per week. Twenty-eight per 
cent of these victims of capitalism 
were Indigenous people, an order 
of magnitude greater than their 
proportion of the population.

Noongar woman and mother of 
six Alana Garlett tragically passed 
away in Perth City in June. A vigil 
was held on the 3rd of August out-
side WA Parliament House calling 
for justice, and an end to deaths on 
the street.

Ms Garlett’s sister Michelle 
Garlett said: “Our family would 
like my sister’s death to be the last 
homeless person on the streets.”

Sadly, less than two weeks 
later, another homeless Indigenous 
woman died in Perth.

Angry protesters blocked traffi  c, 
but they were moved on by police.

No matter how wealthy a 
country is, so long as the capitalist 
system remains it is incapable of 
providing basic needs to everyone, 
because it is not in the interests 
of the ruling class to do so. Every 
Australian billionaire has blood on 
their hands that will not wash off .

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia puts forward the following 
policies for housing:
• Substantial increases in 

government funding from all 
three levels of government 
for the construction of public 

housing, restoration of 
existing public housing and 
purchase of additional homes 
from the private sector. 

• Reverse the present trend 
where governments spend 
six times more on private 
housing – through grants and 
subsidies to home buyers – 
than they spend on public 
housing.

• Planned construction of 
public housing in rural and 
regional areas as well as cities 
according to social needs.

• Construction of public 
housing to be carried out by 
the public sector and wherever 
possible Australian products 
to be used.

• Public housing to be 
integrated with other housing 
and to provide for a mix of 
people. There should be no 

pockets of public housing for 
the disadvantaged.

• Raise eligibility for public 
housing to an income level of 
$80,000.

• State governments to exercise 
their powers to control rents 
on private housing and to plan 
development in response to 
social needs, not the wishes of 
profi teering developers.

• Public housing to have a 
set rental as a percentage of 
income.

• Rental reductions for public 
housing tenants in cases 
of loss of jobs through 
retrenchment or sickness.

• Measures to protect tenants 
during periods of fi nancial 
stress.

• Superannuation funds to be 
required to invest a certain 
percentage of their funds in 

the construction of public 
housing with a return of 
income from government.

• Timely and proper 
maintenance and upkeep of all 
public housing.

The CPA will do its utmost to 
expose and oppose all politicians 
and political parties who support 
the privatisation of public housing 
and public housing land.

The policy document points out: 
“In a modern, industrialised and 
relatively wealthy nation like Aus-
tralia there is no excuse for home-
lessness or people being forced into 
sub-standard accommodation.”

No one should be freezing 
to death in the streets in a rich 
country. We must demand a better 
society where the needs of all are 
the concern of all, and no one fears 
being thrown to the curb. That soci-
ety can only be a socialist one. 

Ms Garlett’s sister Michelle Garlett said: 
“Our family would like my sister’s death 

to be the last homeless person on the streets.”

Fight for the Future
This attractive new booklet is a call to action 

to save our planet and humanity.
It argues that humanity is at a crossroads. The insatiable drive for profi ts by 

capitalism is leading to irreversible and catastrophic climate change. Capitalist 
governments – and the giant corporations they work for – are refusing to act on the 

warnings of the great majority of the world's leading scientists.

A popular movement for change is growing around the world. It aims to dismantle 
the destructive policies that have led us to this uniquely perilous moment of 

human history, and to move toward a world system that gives priority to human 
rights and needs.

The stakes in the bitter class war that is taking shape are immense and arise from 
the nature of capitalism. Capitalism is an unsustainable system.

The pamphlet insists that we must confront the reality that what we do now will 
forever alter the course of humanity and all life on Earth. Now more than ever we 

must fi ght for a better system. Our lives are more important than their profi ts.

Order your copy today! $10 including p&p

Email: info@cpa.org.au with credit card details Phone: 02 9699 8844

Write to: CPA books, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
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Eileen Whitehead

A recent ruling by Justice Richard 
White in the Administrative Appeals 
Tribunal (AAT), has confi rmed that all 
working documents for the meetings 
of federal, state, and territory leaders 
are made accessible under freedom of 
information law.

Since its creation in 2019, Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison, has used the Cabinet Offi  ce 
Policy Committee (COPC) of which he is 
the only permanent member, to make 
sure there is cabinet confi dentiality over 
anything he wishes to shield from public 
view. It’s just a case of him declaring certain 
deliberations need “cabinet secrecy.”

With this ruling, his special one-man 
cabinet committee will be unable to conceal 
government decisions from public view. This 
has been brought about by independent 
Senator Rex Patrick after the PM’s depart-
ment rejected two freedom of information 
(FOI) requests last year. Patrick had wanted 
to view minutes of one national cabinet 
meeting along with documents describing 
its establishment from another meeting. He 
was told they had the status of federal cabi-
net documents, which were protected for at 
least twenty years. This was followed, at the 
Tribunal, with the department alleging that 
the release of said documents could “damage 
federal/state relations”! Justice White saw 
no reason for this, commenting on the lack of 
the usually required detail actually included 
in the minutes.

The Tribunal also found that a Prime 
Minister could not determine “what a cabinet 
committee is,” and White wrote that “this 
premise is unsound […]. A committee does 
not become a committee of the cabinet for 

the purposes of the FOI Act merely by giving 
it that name.”

In other words, this would appear to be a 
Scott Morrison “construct” in order to create 
secrecy in his government’s actions. This has 
been initiated in other instances, such as 
meetings on naval shipbuilding, JobKeeper 
payments, energy policy and – had Justice 
White not passed this ruling – would have 
covered the yet-to-be-published Energy 
Security Board’s changes to the national 
electricity market.

A former Victorian Court of Appeals 
judge, Stephen Charles, commented how 
signifi cant this judgement is “in terms of 
the very deep attempts this Prime Minister 
and this government are making to shroud 
their deliberations in secrecy as much as they 
can.” Patrick has also suggested that former 
Attorney-General, Christian Porter, should 
be held accountable for endorsing such an 
unlawful construct.

The Department of the Prime Minister 
hasn’t come out of this fi asco too well either, 
with Sydney University law professor, Anne 
Twomey, calling the department “disorgan-
ised, shambolic and disrespectful of the legal 
process.” She added, “In days gone by, the 
department was full of extremely competent 
people – the traditional mandarins, but look 
what’s coming out of it now.”

Australians should be extremely con-
cerned by this government’s unethical 
behaviour which pervades everything it 
does. While it wants to get away with its 
own unprincipled behaviour, it continues 
to ramp up new powers for the Australian 
Federal Police and the Australian Criminal 
Intelligence Commission: powers that have 
inadequate safeguards in place for scrutinis-
ing their use. Even ASIO’s director-general, 

Dennis Richardson, has told the government 
that currently the powers available to the 
AFP, ACI, and ASIO are more than adequate.

Last December, Peter Dutton (then 
Home Aff airs Minister) supported the Sur-
veillance Legislation Amendment (Identity 
& Disrupt) Bill using the excuse of serious 
criminal online activity. These new powers 
would enable these agencies to seek three 
new kinds of warrants to be used before a 
suspected off ence occurs: Data disruption 
warrant; Network activity warrant; Account 

takeover warrant – all allowing targeting of 
lawyers and journalists. But Human Rights 
lawyer, Kieran Pender, sees such powers 
“going beyond what is necessary and pro-
portionate.” He stressed how any increase 
in government surveillance needs compre-
hensive safeguards in order to protect our 
democracy and human rights.

Meanwhile, Machiavelli continues to have 
his cake and eat it. Not for much longer, I 
hope. 

OUR MACHIAVELLIAN 
PRIME MINISTER’S 

SECRET COMMITTEES

Find out more about the

Communist Party 
of Australia

web www.cpa.org.au

Valentin Cartillier

Centrelink has demanded the 
return of excess JobKeeper 
funds from recipients while 
not demanding the same from 
businesses who turned a prof-
it while accessing the scheme. 
This double standard comes 
as no surprise; as stated in 
Guardian #1973 “Businesses 
exploit JobKeeper subsidy,” 
the government will always 
be on the side of businesses 
against workers.

The JobKeeper scheme has 
cost over $90bil, with $4.6bil of it 
(that we know of thus far) going to 
businesses that were still making 
a profi t. Centrelink has demanded 
that $32mil be returned by 11,771 
workers, while not asking any of the 
businesses to return any money. 
This has led to the government 
being rightfully accused of hypoc-
risy. Workers are being punished for 
an error that their employers made.

Greens senator Rachel Siewert 
put it most succinctly,“It is farci-
cal that the government is chasing 
individuals for so called debts for 
what will be genuine mistakes in a 
confusing system when they have 
given millions to billionaires”

Jeremy Poxon, a spokesperson 
for the Australian Unemployed 
Workers’ Union, also commented 
that,“Judgeing by the amount of 
panicked calls we got about it, 
we – and the department – know 
jobkeeper was a confusing mess of 
a system to access.”

As many of us already know, 
people on welfare benefits are 
required to report any income they 
make to Centrelink as part of their 
mutual obligations. This is then 
used to calculate the amount they 
receive. Services Australia then 
checks this information against 
a welfare recipient’s tax records. 
This was the exact process that led 
to the Robodebt scandal, despite it 
allegedly being discontinued after 
its catastrophic failure.

To add insult to injury, the Aus-
tralian Taxation Offi  ce (ATO) has 
rejected a motion in the Senate to 
disclose the names of businesses 
who profi ted off  the scheme. The 
Tax Commissioner justifi ed this 
move by stating that it would breach 
their privacy and undermine tax 
secrecy laws.

Businesses have no obligation to 
publicly disclose their full fi nancial 
details, and while workers also are 
not required to do this, they are 

the ones being targeted while the 
ATO has access to the exact same 
information on businesses. The 
potentially good news is that the 
Senate may still be able to force 
the ATO to disclose the names and 
fi gures of those businesses.

In light of all this injustice, it 
is easy to forget the very real and 
material consequences this has on 
workers. Jan Raabe, a pensioner 
who works as an emergency pri-
mary school teacher, was slapped 
with a $1000 bill that is now being 
incrementally taken out of her pen-
sion as she doesn’t have the money 
to pay it upfront. Expressing her 
frustration, she said that, “I’m just 
a little person, I don’t have a very 
large income ... I don’t own my 
house. When I heard that certain 
churches and Harvey Norman and 
many other people pocketed mil-
lions, I feel it is disgusting they just 
won’t pay it back … Why are they 
allowed to get away with it? Why 
don’t they have to pay it back?”

We will end this article on 
Raabe’s words, for they rightly 
express the anger the working class 
should feel about this targeted 
attack. 

CENTRELINK FORCES 
WORKERS TO PAY BACK 

JOBKEEPER PROFITS

Special Appeal
Reds go Green

The Guardian is running a special appeal with the aim of raising $10,000 for solar 
panels. The panels will not only make substantial savings in electricity bills but also put 
into practice our commitment to a sustainable future. They involve a substantial cash 
outlay, but we believe that every measure we can take to reduce carbon emissions is 
important. It is not enough to preach “green.” We must act “green”! We are looking 
to Guardian readers and CPA members and supporters to assist us with this important 

project. Every contribution is appreciated, no matter how small or large.

Send your contribution today.

Name ....................................................

Amount $ .................

You may /may not publish my name

Send your contribution to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010, 
email info@cpa.org.au or pay by PayPal on cpa.org.au



Guardian 23rd August, 2021  5Australia

UN IPCC REPORT: 
AUSTRALIA’S ROLE – PART 2

Anna Pha

Australia has already warmed by an 
alarming 1.4°C since 1910. This is com-
pared with an average global warming 
of 1.1°C. The East Australia Current, 
the largest ocean current close to Aus-
tralia, is warming at a rate more than 
four times the global average.

These are just a few of the fi ndings of 
the Sixth Assessment Report (6AR) of the 
UN International Panel on Climate Change 
(UNIPCC) which attributes the speed and 
magnitude of such changes to the actions of 
humans. These changes aff ect every region 
of the globe, including Australia.

The 6AR looked at the impact of climate 
range on diff erent regions and assessed the 
likely outcomes for fi ve diff erent scenarios 
based on diff ering reductions in greenhouse 
gas emissions. To counter the present tra-
jectory of climate change, deep and urgent 
reductions in greenhouse gas emissions are 
required.

The report confi rms that the intensity 
and frequency of extreme weather events are 
increasing in Australia. That includes both 
hot and cold extremes in diff erent parts of 
the country due to the actions of humans. 
The report goes into detail looking at the 
impact on diff erent regions.

The Paris Agreement on climate change, 
under which 196 parties set targets for 
greenhouse gas emissions, agreed to pursue 
eff orts to limit global warming to 1.5°C and 
keep the increase well below 2°C above pre-
industrial levels.

However, the impact of global warming 
is not even. If the more ambitious target of 
a global average of 1.5°C is reached, then 
Australia faces warming of 1.4°C to 1.8°C.

Climate extremes will become more 
common in Australia and elsewhere. The 
6AR fi nds that there will be:
• Reduced rainfall and hotter 

temperatures in the Southwest of 
Western Australia, which will become 
more arid;

• Reduced river fl ows, drier soils, mass 
tree deaths, crop damage, bushfi res and 
drought;

• Drying of winter and spring in eastern 
and southern Australia;

• Increases in dangerous fi re weather;
• Increases in short sudden and heavy 

rainfall in the north;
• Sea level rise, coastal erosion;
• Eastern shorelines projected to retreat 

more than 100 metres with moderate or 
high emission increase;

• Warmer oceans contributing to marine 

heatwaves and having an impact on 
marine ecosystems, including bleaching 
the Great Barrier Reef.

Some changes would take centuries or 
longer to reverse, some cannot be reversed, 
but decisive action now with deep cuts in 
emissions could arrest the rate of change and 
save the planet. The next ten years are criti-
cal with the global average temperature rise 
set to hit 1.5°C in the early 2030s or sooner.

WEDDED TO 
FOSSIL FUELS

Australia is the highest per capita emit-
ter of greenhouse gases. Its share of global 
CO2 emissions from domestic use of fossil 
fuels is about 1.4 per cent. Accounting for 
fossil fuel exports lifts Australia’s global 
carbon footprint to about fi ve per cent. This 
is equivalent to the total emissions of Russia, 
which is ranked the fi fth biggest CO2 emitter 
globally. (Climate Analytics 2017)

The government responded to the IPCC 
report by boasting how Australia is the best 
in the world, citing solar panels on rooves, 
changes in farming practices – measures 
taken by the public and farmers, not the 
government. Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
lauded his government for Australia being 
the most transparent country in the world 
when it comes to reporting on emissions. At 
the same time Morrison pointed the fi nger 
at the developing world, saying they should 
do more, and hypocritically citing China. 
Australia’s fossil fuel exports to China con-
stitute a major component of our exports 
and Gross Domestic Product.

Queensland Nationals Senator and 
fellow coal worshipper, Matt Canavan, went 
further claiming that “action is quite futile 
now because China is not doing anything.” 
His brother just happens to be a mining 
executive, with signifi cant investments in 
the sector. National Party leader Barnaby 
Joyce remains opposed to zero net emis-
sions, deserting farming communities in 
support of the interests of the fossil fuel 
sector.

It is a blatant lie to say China is doing 
nothing. Last year, China’s President Xi 
Jinping told the General Assembly of the US 
that his country would reach carbon neutral-
ity by 2060. In the Paris Agreement, China 
promised to cut carbon intensity by 60-65 
per cent and to peak its emissions before 
2030. It is accelerating its reductions. China is 
recognised as a developing country, its rapid 
development to bring millions of people out 
of poverty and develop industry over the past 
decades has been heavily reliant on coal for 

energy. It is now tackling the enormous task 
of transitioning.

It is also disingenuous to suggest China 
should move as fast as developed countries. 
The Paris Agreement stated that the peak-
ing of greenhouse gas emissions would take 
longer for developing country Parties. Aus-
tralia should be setting a far higher target 
than China and other developing countries.

Instead, Morrison claims that, “No 
one will be matching our contribution on 
technology.” He cites hydrogen and carbon 
sequestration, two technologies that remain 
unproven on an industrial scale, as the way 
forward.

AUSTRALIA’S TARGET 
TOO LOW

Just as with vaccinations, Australia has 
not led the world. But international and 
domestic pressure is mounting on the govern-
ment to adopt a zero net emissions target by 
2050 to take to the Glasgow climate summit 
in November. There is also widespread criti-
cism that Australia’s target of 26-28 per cent 
reduction by 2030 compared with 2005 
levels falls far short of what is required and 
what the rest of the industrialised world is 
committed to achieve.

The US, for example, has set a target 
of 50-52 per cent reduction on 2005 levels 
by 2030. The European Union Parliament 
has legislated to cut carbon emissions by at 
least fi fty-fi ve per cent by 2030 compared 
with 1990 levels. Australia as a rich, indus-
trialised nation, should be pulling its weight, 
not pointing the fi nger at China.

JUST TRANSITION
“Pathways limiting global warming to 

1.5°C with no or limited overshoot would 
require rapid and far-reaching transitions 
in energy, land, urban and infrastructure 
(including transport and buildings), and 
industrial systems,” the 6AR says.

“What is important is we ensure the 
technology breakthroughs that are neces-
sary to transform the world over the next 
ten, twenty, and thirty years.” We don’t have 
that long! The IPCC stresses the importance 
of emission reductions in the next ten years.

This would require the major parties 
breaking free of the fossil fuel industries 
which still dictate the government’s cli-
mate change position. Donations from the 
fossil fuel sector should be banned and all 
government subsidies to the sector ended 
immediately.

Swift and decisive action to make deep 
cuts in emissions is required. Australia, with 

its vast coastline, strong winds, and plentiful 
sun is in a strong position to make a speedy 
and just transition to zero net emissions.

A just transition to renewables and zero 
or negative emissions can only be achieved 
through consultation with all parties, in par-
ticular the workers and their trade unions 
involved. No worker should lose income, be 
refused alternative work; they must be off ered 
free retraining with adequate income support.

Australia has the capacity to reach zero 
emissions by 2030. This could be done 
through a just transition based on public 
sector research development of renewable 
energy, and the closure of mines.

GOVERNMENT 
RESPONSIBILITY 

The only way forward is to act on the sci-
ence and take swift and decisive action as a 
responsible global citizen. The key barrier 
to Australia doing this is political. It would 
require the major parties breaking free of 
the fossil fuel industries.

In the fi nancial year 2019-2020, fossil fuel 
companies bought off  the Coalition parties 
and the ALP with political donations to the 
tune of $1,353,202. (marketforces.org.au) 
At the same time the Morrison government 
handed out a generous $12bil in subsidies 
to the fossil fuel industry, and states also 
made contributions.

Donations from fossil fuel sector should 
be banned and all government subsidies to 
the sector ended immediately.

A transition away from fossil fuels is 
inevitable. It comes down to a question of 
when and how. 

Many of the skills of those operating 
equipment in the mining would transfer to 
the renewable energy sector. Thousands of 
jobs could be created with the construction 
and operation of wind turbines, solar panels, 
and batteries. These could provide jobs in 
mining towns and other regional areas of 
Australia.

Research and development in this fi eld 
could see Australia become a major exporter 
of batteries and solar panels. There is scope 
for many more jobs than in the fossil fuel 
sector which employs around one per cent 
of the workforce.

Addressing climate change cannot be 
left to the markets. It is the role of govern-
ment. Capitalism is driving climate change 
with its short-sighted pursuit of profi ts and 
in the process driving humanity and the 
planet to the brink.

Every country must play its part, and 
that includes Australia. 
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Systemic abuse in Northern Territory 
(NT) detention received widespread 
attention in July 2016 after the ABC’s 
Four Corners’ exposé “Australia’s 
Shame” sparked global outrage and 
prompted the Royal Commission into 
the Protection and Detention of Chil-
dren in the NT.

Abuse exposed included the use of pro-
longed solitary confi nement of children, 
strip searches and sexual abuse, extreme 
physical violence including chokeholds and 
intimidation. 

Solitary confi nement of youths con-
travenes the United Nations Convention 
against Torture, with critics arguing that 
various other abuses enacted in NT deten-
tion similarly constitute torture. 

The image of a masked Dylan Voller 
chained to a chair symbolised “Australia’s 
Shame”: the systematic oppression of 
Indigenous Australians in the Australian 
criminal system.

The Guardian – Workers’ Weekly inter-
viewed Dylan Voller about his thoughts on 
the expansion of the Don Dale Centre, the 
recent crackdown on youth in the NT, the 
Royal Commission, the Australian criminal 
justice system, and how it can be fi xed. 

Voller, 24, is a Ngarrenjerri man from 
Alice Springs, a young activist, a man with 
a vision, and an artist. 

The Northern Territory government 
and the law-firm representing young 
people mistreated in youth detention, 
including the Don Dale Centre, in the 
Territory have agreed to a $35mil class-
action settlement, with a Federal Court 
hearing to approve the final settlement 
scheduled for November. The Territory 
government failed their bid to keep the 
settlement amount private. 

The settlement will be distributed 
amongst up to 1,200 youths who experi-
enced mistreatment while detained between 
August 2006 and November 2017 based on 
the length of their incarceration, the extent 
of their mistreatment, and the number of 
victims registering for compensation. The 
payout includes the law fi rm’s legal fees 
and administrative costs, which are to be 
determined by the court.

Voller says he has “mixed feelings” 
about the settlement but agrees that “all 
kids deserve to be paid out for it.” He was 
ruled out of the class action due to a clause 
in a previous $60,000 private settlement 
surrounding certain incidents, including 
the restraint chair, that forbade future 
litigation.

This comes after the Territory government 
announced in June that $2.5mil would be 
spent to upgrade and expand the Don Dale 
Youth Detention Centre, despite the Royal 
Commission recommending its closure 
“within three months” in its fi nal report in 
November 2017.

“It’s like they’re opening it up because 
they know that more indigenous kids are 
going,” Voller says. “They want to make it 
bigger. They want to make it so that they 
can fi t more kids. How about [instead of] 

trying to make it so that they can fi t more 
kids, they start working to not have as many 
kids in there?

“I think it’s a waste of money. [The money 
could fund] diff erent really good programs 
throughout the whole Northern Territory [… 
for] diff erent communities in the Northern 
Territory to help young kids before they’re 
even needing to go to a jail system.

“You got BushMob Aboriginal Corpora-
tion that could help with funding for upgrades 
to bigger houses out bush. They do horse 
riding therapy, counselling, they do all sorts 
of things. Even more sports programs, put 
more funding into that. There’s a really good 
skateboarding program that I’ve seen that 
they’ve got out in the communities in Alice 
Springs, Spinifex Skating with an Indigenous 
man from out there.”

A petition launched by Amnesty Interna-
tional opposing the expansion of Don Dale 
has received more than 12,500 signatures 
and is set to be tabled in the NT parliament 
for debate.

When asked his opinion on the petition, 
Voller says “I think it’s good. Don Dale does 
need to be shut down. There has to be a facil-
ity for a nature of kids that commit serious 
off ences like murder, rape, stuff  like that. 
There has to be a facility. But it shouldn’t 
be a facility like a jail. It should be like a 
facility where it’s secure, where they can’t 
escape. But it shouldn’t be about bashing 
and continuously punishing them.”

Voller stresses the need for rehabilita-
tive justice.

“Punishment is, by the law, sentenc-
ing someone to do their time. Being in jail 
and having their rights stripped away from 

them, that’s enough of a punishment. So, 
while we’re in there, they should be giving 
the people help and bettering themselves so 
that when they get out, they’re less likely to 
do something again.”

The NT Labor government is preparing 
for an increase in youth detainees after it 
passed laws that include making it harder 
for youth to be granted bail, reducing access 
to diversion programs, and increasing police 
discretion at the expense of the courts.

The laws reverse changes implemented 
upon recommendation of the Royal Com-
mission and were rushed through on the 
grounds of “community safety” despite pleas 
from the NT Children’s Commissioner, as 
well as health and legal groups to consult 
on the changes. 

Voller believes that this “tough-on-crime” 
approach is disingenuous and stresses the 
need for local Indigenous voices at the fore-
front of the justice system. 

“That’s no crackdown on youth crime,” 
says Voller. “If they want to crack down on 
youth crime, how about they start getting 
their local elders and communities into pro-
grams for kids because that’s how you right 
them. No young kid will turn around and 
disrespect one of the old nannas or uncles.”

Indigenous Australians make of eighty-
four per cent of the total NT prisoner popula-
tion and ninety-four per cent of the juvenile 
detention population. Eighty-three per cent 
of youths in NT detention are unsentenced. 
The number of youths in detention in the 
NT has already nearly doubled in the past 
year, with critics stating that the changes will 
further increase youth detention. 

Dylan believes this is the result of 

systemic racism in the criminal and judicial 
systems. 

“People in Alice Springs are targeted one 
hundred percent more,” Voller says. “You 
go into a bottle shop, there’s a police offi  cer 
standing there at that door, where you walk 
out. If you’re a blackfella and you live in a 
housing house or Aboriginal community, 
they check your ID. If your address is one 
of those, you’re banned, you’re not allowed 
to buy alcohol. That’s racist in itself in the 
NT intervention. 

“How come an Indigenous person in 
Alice Springs that works fi ve days a week, 
nine to fi ve, or works hard to earn money, 
but lives out in an Indigenous community 
or homeland or town housing, they’re not 
allowed to buy a six pack after work and have 
a drink like a white businessman?”

Voller highlights the impact of societal 
racism on Indigenous youths. 

“We’re made to feel like we don’t fi t into 
society. We’re made to feel like we’re not 
good enough. […] Kids and that are react-
ing to racist stuff  or whatever is going on at 
home. They’re reacting to all the negativity 
and taking it out in a negative way,” he says.

That many recommendations of the Royal 
Commission are still yet to be enacted, with 
others since refused or wound back amidst 
increasing “tough-on-crime” rhetoric and 
youth detention rates demonstrates that a 
cultural shift has not occurred. 

Of the 218 recommendations made by 
the Royal Commission into the Protection 
and Detention of Children in the Northern 
Territory, only 158 have been implemented 
completely. 

The Northern Territory’s Families 

“IT MAKES ME FE
DYLAN VOLLER REFLECTS ON 

Voller believes that this “tough-on-crime” 
approach is disingenuous and stresses the 

need for local Indigenous voices at the 
forefront of the justice system.
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Minister Kate Worden claims that an addi-
tional 57 are under way, while an additional 
three have not yet commenced. 

In a press conference, Worden refused 
to directly address young victims mistreated 
in NT care when prompted. Instead, she 
inferred that the matter was settled with 
the Royal Commission, saying “I think all 
of those matters were looked at intensely 
by the Royal Commission.”

The inquiry’s fi nal report found “shock-
ing and systemic failures” over many years 
that were known yet ignored. 

“The systems failed to comply with the 
basic binding human rights standards in the 
treatment of children and young people”, 
the report said. 

The Commission upheld accounts of 
abuse including physical, verbal, and emo-
tional abuse, as well as the bribing or daring 
of youths to humiliate themselves or physi-
cally abuse other inmates. 

The 218 recommendations included 
increasing the age of criminal responsibil-
ity from 10 years to 12; creating a Children’s 
Commissioner with access to detention cen-
tres and detainees; banning the use of force 
and tear gas; overhauling policies regarding 
bail, body searches, isolation, and transfer; 
as well as focussing on preventative justice. 

However, no charges were laid over the 
fi ndings, prompting former NT Corrections 
Minister John Elferink to outright deny the 
allegations raised in the Royal Commission. 

“We have acted and always acted when 
in government with absolute probity, some-
thing Four Corners had explained to them 
at length, something they chose not to run 
with, and as a consequence they put out a 
story saying that we tortured children, that 
we acted with barbarism in our hearts and 
it made comparisons to Abu Ghraib,” he 
told the NT News. “All of those things are 
indictable off ences; none of that was found 
to be true.”

When asked his thoughts on the Royal 
Commission, Voller says, “I think they got 
a lot of evidence out there and they got it 
all heard by now. Nothing has been done 
though. No recommendations have been 
implemented. Nothing. It’s the same with 
the black deaths in custody one. Nothing’s 
happened.”

Voller sees these issues as interlinked and 
the result of a systematically racist Austral-
ian government. 

“They’ve changed it into ways they can 

get away with it and hide it into regimes and 
policies that they know aff ect Indigenous 
people more than non-Indigenous people,” 
explains Voller. 

“They’ve got all these racist policies and 
regimes up in parliament, that they’ve put 
into parliament, that they know is going to 
target Indigenous people. That’s the way 
that they will be racist and will continue to 
be racist until Indigenous voices have been 
brought to parliament and get more power 
over the country and land that we own.”

He goes on to compare the diff erent 
responses to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
black deaths in custody.

“I think the government jumps quick 
and it’s jumping all about for COVID,” he 
says. “People are dying from COVID. It’s 
serious, people are dying. But what about 
all the people who have died with deaths 
in custody. How come there’s no noise 
being made about that? How come there’s 
no one jumping up and saying, ‘we need 
something done about it now.’ We need 
a cure for all these deaths in custody. It’s 
the same thing. 

“Why [isn’t] the life of a black man or a 
black woman who has died in jail, not the 
same thing as someone dying from COVID. 
Why can’t they spend all the money that 
they’ve spent getting the vaccines for COVID? 
Why haven’t they spent half of that imple-
menting the recommendations from the 
deaths in custody royal commission?”

The Guardian – Workers’ Weekly asked 
Voller what core message he wants people 
to understand and take away from his story.

“I want to spread awareness about what’s 
going on in juvenile detention centres across 
Australia. Not only Don Dale but around 
Australia and even adult prisons.

“I’ve started up making some [shut 
down Don Dale] shirts [to spread aware-
ness about Don Dale and about my story]. 
Jimmy Barnes sent a photo of him wearing 
a shirt. Also, this morning, boxer Jeff  Horn 
[purchased a shirt]. 

“Also, [I’d like] them to follow my journey 
while I’m making my music to heal and also 
talk about my life. 

“People have been messaging me. It’s 
good to keep on gaining support as I go.” 

EEL SHATTERED”: 
INDIGENOUS INCARCERATION

YOU CAN FIND DYLAN VOLLER SHIRTS AND MUSIC VIA 
PETEVERSUSTOBY.COM/COLLECTIONS/DYLAN-VOLLER-X-PVT
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In the mid-1970s and early ’80s, People’s 
World correspondent Marilyn Bechtel was 
editor of the bimonthly magazine, New 
World Review. She visited Afghanistan 
twice, in 1980 and 1981. The article 
below first appeared in our pages on the 
6th of October, 2001 – the day before 
the US launched its war in Afghanistan 
– under the headline, “Afghanistan: 
Some overlooked history.” With the Biden 
administration now withdrawing all 
troops from the country, we present this 
article as a reminder that the US’ longest 
war had roots that went beyond the 
terrorist attacks of 9/11, stretching back 
to Cold War anti-communism.

Marilyn Bechtel
Since the horrifi c events of the 11th of 
September, much has been said about 
the desperate situation of the Afghani 
people now crushed under the heel 
of the theocratic, dictatorial Taliban, 
and about the role of the Northern 
Alliance and other Taliban opponents 
who now fi gure in Washington’s plans 
for the region.

There has been talk, most of it distorted, 
about the role of the Soviet Union in the 
years from 1978 to 1989. There has been 
talk, most of it understated, about the role 
of the US in building up the Mujahideen 
forces, including the Taliban.

But almost no one talks about the eff ort 
the Afghan people made in the late 1970s and 
’80s to pull free of the legacy of incessantly 
warring tribes and feudal fi efdoms and start 
to build a modern democratic state. Or about 
the Soviet Union’s role long before 1978.

Some background helps shed light on the 
current crisis. Afghanistan was a geopoliti-
cal prize for 19th-century empire builders, 
contested by both czarist Russia and the 
British Empire. It was fi nally forced by the 
British into semi-dependency.

When he came to power in 1921, Aman-
ullah Khan – sometimes referred to as 
Afghanistan’s Kemal Ataturk – sought to 
reassert his country’s sovereignty and move 
it toward the modern world. As part of this 
eff ort, he approached the new revolutionary 
government in Moscow, which responded 
by recognising Afghanistan’s independ-
ence and concluding the fi rst Afghan-Soviet 
friendship treaty.

From 1921 until 1929 – when reaction-
ary elements, aided by the British, forced 
Amanullah to abdicate – the Soviets helped 
launch the beginnings of economic infrastruc-
ture projects, such as power plants, water 
resources, transport, and communications. 
Thousands of Afghani students attended 
Soviet technical schools and universities.

After Amanullah’s forced departure, the 
projects languished, but the relationship 
between the Soviets and the Afghans would 
later re-emerge.

In the 1960s, a resurgence of joint 
Afghan-Soviet projects included the Kabul 
Polytechnic Institute – the country’s prime 
educational resource for engineers, geolo-
gists, and other specialists.

Nor was Afghanistan immune from the 
political and social ferment that characterised 
the developing world in the last century. From 
the 1920s on, many progressive currents of 
struggle took note of the experiences of the 
USSR, where a new, more equitable society 
was emerging on the lands of the former 
Russian empire. Afghanistan was no excep-
tion. By the mid-’60s, national democratic 
revolutionary currents had coalesced to form 
the People’s Democratic Party (PDP).

In 1973, local bourgeois forces, aided by 
some PDP elements, overthrew the 40-year 
reign of Mohammad Zahir Shah – the man 
who now, at age 86, is being promoted by 
US right-wing Republicans as the personage 
around which Afghanis can unite.

When the PDP assumed power in 1978, 
they started to work for a more equitable dis-
tribution of economic and social resources. 

Among their goals were the continuing eman-
cipation of women and girls from the age-old 
tribal bondage (a process begun under Zahir 
Shah), equal rights for minority nationali-
ties, including the country’s most oppressed 
group, the Hazara, and increasing access for 
ordinary people to education, medical care, 
decent housing, and sanitation.

During two visits in 1980-81, I saw the 
beginnings of progress: women working 
together in handicraft co-ops, where for the 
fi rst time they could be paid decently for their 
work and control the money they earned. 
Adults, both women and men, learning to 
read. Women working as professionals and 
holding leading government positions, includ-
ing Minister of Education. Poor working 
families able to aff ord a doctor, and to send 
their children – girls and boys – to school. 
The cancellation of peasant debt and the start 
of land reform. Fledgling peasant coopera-
tives. Price controls and price reductions on 
some key foods. Aid to nomads interested 
in a settled life.

I also saw the bitter results of Mujahideen 
attacks by the same groups that now make 
up the Northern Alliance – in those years 
aimed especially at schools and teachers in 
rural areas.

The post-1978 developments also includ-
ed Soviet aid to economic and social projects 
on a much larger scale, with a new Afghan-
Soviet Friendship Treaty and a variety of new 
projects, including infrastructure, resource 
prospecting, and mining, health services, 
education, and agricultural demonstration 
projects. After December 1978 that role also 
came to include the introduction of Soviet 
troops, at the request of a PDP government 
increasingly beset by the displaced feudal 
and tribal warlords who were aided and 
organised by the US and Pakistan.

The rest, as they say, is history. But it 
is signifi cant that after Soviet troops were 
withdrawn in 1989, the PDP government 
continued to function, though increasingly 
beleaguered, for nearly three more years.

Somewhere, beneath the ruins of today’s 
torn and bloodied Afghanistan, are the seeds 
that remain even in the direst times within the 
hearts of people who know there is a better 
future for humanity. In a world struggling 
for economic and social justice – not revenge 
– those seeds will sprout again.
People’s World 

AFGHANISTAN’S SOCIALIST 
YEARS: THE PROMISING FUTURE 
KILLED OFF BY US IMPERIALISM

But almost no one talks about the effort the 
Afghan people made in the late 1970s and 
‘80s to pull free of the legacy of incessantly 
warring tribes and feudal fiefdoms and start 

to build a modern democratic state.

Then-Afghan President Mohammed Najibullah smiles as he meets Red Army soldiers in Kabul on 19 October, 1986.
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Elson Concepción Pérez

Fidel is always present, with his exam-
ple, with his ideas and actions, in the 
country’s every heartbeat. In times of 
adversity and of times of victory.

Now, on his 95th birthday, in a 2021 full 
of challenges, a pandemic and a criminal 
blockade, the Comandante en jefe returns 
“on battle footing,” in this great struggle 
for life, guiding the generation of continu-
ity, correcting the course of the work we are 
constructing.

From the sacred boulder, where his 
physical remains rest, he accompanies his 
brothers and sisters in combat, in the Sierra 
and on the plains, and his younger followers, 
who apply his teachings, off ering, fi rst and 
foremost, his example of always being close 
to the people, listening to them, convoking 
them, sharing the truth, building confi dence 
in victory.

The Comandante of ideas and action 
is the Fidel Cubans know, recognised and 
respected around the world.

As fate would have it, his 95th birthday 
coincides with the most terrible pandemic 
seen in centuries. During this diffi  cult journey 
for Cuba, Fidel, as always, has been present, 
every day, every hour – a light.

Fidel foresaw these times. He was the 
architect of a scientifi c infrastructure that 
today provides an urgently needed response. 
Cuba, without the slightest self-congratu-
latory rhetoric, is the only country in the 
Third World that has been able to conceive 
and develop fi ve candidate vaccines – one 
already a recognised vaccine – to immunise 
the entire country this year and share with 
other peoples.

His presence is a living force in every 
testimony of a grateful Cuban, from the 
campesino in the Sierra Maestra, vaccinat-
ed with Abdala very close to his land, who 
exclaimed on television, “Thank you Fidel,” 
to the parents of a small girl in Camagüey, 
who expressed similar words when their 
daughter became one of the fi rst children 
to receive a dose of the immunogen, as part 
of clinical trials in the paediatric age group, 
a study still pending in almost all countries 
producing vaccines.

Fidel understood, like few others, the 
intricacies of how a poor, blockaded country, 
with little industrial development and a legacy 
of colonial backwardness, would be able to 
undertake one of its most colossal battles: 
to become a country of science.

He not only internalised and helped 
others understand the need to prioritise the 
training of men and women who, perhaps 
illiterate in 1959, could be the seeds watered 
during the Literacy Campaign, whose children 
and grandchildren, with new schools and 
fabulous teachers, would learn that only with 

education could the Cuban nation become the 
country imagined in the Moncada Program.

When Fidel said, “The fi rst thing we 
must save is culture,” he synthesised in this 
expression how much culture lies within 
education, science, humanism, solidarity.

Once the fi rst scientists were trained, 
the Comandante en jefe went for more: 
constructing scientifi c research and devel-
opment poles, with modern facilities and 
state-of-the-art technology, with laborato-
ries and industrial plants to produce drugs, 
vaccines and even equipment manufactured 
only in the so-called First World, denied to 
Cuba on orders from imperialism.

Well before the pandemic had spread to 

our archipelago, the continuators of his work, 
the hundreds and thousands of graduates 
from our universities, were charged with 
developing plans and protocols to confront 
the virus, without abandoning the other 
battles of a nation that is determined – by 
Fidel’s own mandate – to “change everything 
that must be changed,” to be better.

A number of expressions of this grati-
tude were also heard recently from the other 
side of the world, when in faraway Tokyo, 
our Olympic champions dedicated their 
medals to the memory of the Comandante 
en jefe, recognising him as the driving force 
behind our current sports development. 
He was remembered, euphoric and proud, 

when, after each victory, Party First Secre-
tary and President of the Republic, Miguel 
Díaz-Canel Bermúdez, personally called 
the medal winners, often during the dawn 
hours in Cuba, and congratulated them on 
behalf of our people, just as the leader of the 
Revolution did.

There will be no other commitment to this 
Fidel than that of defending and perfecting 
the great work he bequeathed to us.

As diffi  cult as it may be, this 2021 will 
continue to be another year with Fidel, a 
year of resistance and victory. His example, 
today and always, remains and summons us.
Granma 

IN THE COUNTRY’S 
EVERY HEARTBEAT

During this difficult journey 
for Cuba, Fidel, as always, 
has been present, every 
day, every hour – a light. 
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Graham Holton

With the beginning of the Cold War in 
1947, Russia attacked the hypocrisy of 
the US and what it saw as its lack of 
Human Rights: racial segregation in 
the South; the lack of women’s right to 
Choose; its numerous invasions of for-
eign countries; the shoddy treatment 
of its workers; and the treatment of 
its indigenous peoples. In retaliation, 
US economists argued that economic 
freedom, through neoliberalism, was 
built upon a moral and institutional 
framework based upon a free mar-
ket order. This moral framework was 
built into the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights (UDHR), enshrined in 
the human rights promoted by neo-
liberalism. Whyte blends historical 
inquiry with theoretical critique to 
analyse “hegemonic conceptions of 
human rights, rather than uses of 
human rights by marginalised and 
subaltern groups.”

In this fascinating study, Whyte looks 
at whether neoliberalism and human rights 
are actually independent, with an in depth 
“investigation of the historical and concep-
tual relations between human rights and 
neoliberalism.” She argues that neoliberal-
ism was a moral project from its inception, 
and this moral dimension saw it promote 
human rights. A capitalist economy, argued 
the conservative economist, Friedrich Hayek, 
calls for the “morals of the market,” with its 
pursuit of self-interest, individual and famil-
ial responsibility, and submission “to the 
impersonal results of the market process.” 
Neoliberal thinkers enlisted human rights 
“to challenge socialism, social democracy, 
and state-planning,” and that human rights 
became the “moral language of the competi-
tive market.” 

Friedrich Hayek argues that a competi-
tive market requires a moral framework that 
encourages wealth creation and inequality 
and promotes individual and familial respon-
sibility and submission to the market, rather 
than the pursuit of collectively-formulated 
political and economic policies, followed by 
the USSR and China. Hayek saw the redis-
tribution of wealth as threatening the moral 
foundations of the capitalist system. Whyte 
sees Hayek’s morals as a “system of infor-
mal rules of conduct that guide individual 
actions.” Neoliberals developed their own 
variety of human rights as moral and legal 
supports for a neoliberal market order. 

These human rights sought to preserve 
the market order and inherited social hier-
archies against any political opposition. 
Neoliberals depict political arenas as of 
never-ceasing confl ict, and the market as 
having anti-political virtues based upon 
cooperation and individual liberty and insti-
tutionalised rights. It is the free markets’ 
virtues that separates politics from econom-
ics, thereby bringing about a “taming of the 
state.” Neoliberalism sees the state “beating 
into submission” anyone who threatens the 
free market order. Neoliberal human rights 
were constituted by the right: to hold private 
property; engage in foreign investment; and 
limited controls over market order. These 
legal institutions severed the connection of 
political participation in a civil society. 

The major international human rights and 
humanitarian Non-Government Organisa-
tions (NGOs) embraced the dichotomy of a 
commercial or civil society that checked the 

centralisation of state power, on the one hand, 
and coercive politics on the other. Amnesty 
International, Human Rights Watch and 
Médecins sans Frontières (Doctors without 
Borders, MSF) draw on the defi nition of 
human rights as put forward by neoliberals at 
the end of World War II. These organisations 
put forward the same anti-political virtues as 
the neoliberals: restraining political power 
and the enhancement of individual freedoms. 
These groups have also called upon the most 
powerful states to use military intervention 
to secure human rights and to enforce the 
morals of the market around the world. 
Therefore, in capitalist economies, human 
rights, as defi ned by neoliberals, has been 
far more infl uential than human rights as 
defi ned by socialist states.

Whyte further argues that the morals of 
the market and its values for post-colonial 
western powers were threatened by the grow-
ing power of the post-colonial states, the 
Global South. In drafting the UDHR the 
former metropole and its periphery ensured 
that the individual market freedoms were not 
overwhelmed by universal socio-economic 
and political rights. Individualistic human 
rights would prevail through international 
trade and the exploitation of natural resources 
in Third World countries, while these coun-
tries demanded secure political and resource 
sovereignty. This accepted defi nition of 
human rights by capitalist countries refl ects 
the victory of neoliberalism over socialist 
human rights.

A classic example of neoliberal human 
rights under US hegemony is Pinochet’s 
Chile. The “Chicago economic model” was 
adopted as part of the “Shock Doctrine” to 
cure Chile’s economic woes. Neoliberalism 
is only adopted by a Third World Coun-
try after a major catastrophe destroys the 
national economy. Alongside the vicious 
state-sponsored violence was the presence 
of Amnesty International, with its own 
clearly defi ned human rights. Whyte sees 
the public agenda of Amnesty International 
is between the conclusions of Naomi Klein’s 
very infl uential Shock Doctrine and Samuel 
Moyn’s less known “Powerless Companion” 
arguments. Klein argues that humanitarian 
advocacy in Chile obscured the links between 
neoliberal economic agenda and political 
violence, whereas Moyn argues that the 
incapacity of the Left to mobilise popular 
support was in itself partially responsible 
for the success of an a-political model of the 
human rights movement.

Whyte seeks a middle ground between 
Klein and Moyn, recognising the importance 
of the pragmatic approach sought by human 
rights organisations as complementing the 
“critiques of economic shock treatment.” 
She concludes that by explicitly having a 
narrow focus and not getting involved in 
a country’s internal politics, human rights 
advocates enabled neoliberal economics to 
grow, supported by its moral grounds and 
defi nitions of human rights. As long as obedi-
ent individuals were protected from torture 
and the denial of free speech, neoliberalism 
fl ourished.

Whyte opposes Moyn’s view of human 
rights as the “powerless companion,” using 
the origins and activity of Liberté sans Fron-
tières (Freedom without Borders, LSF). She 
identifi es the explicit inclusion of the neolib-
eral dichotomy between politics and markets 
into the human rights discourse, which can be 
identifi ed with humanitarian organisations 
based in the Global North. By protecting 

the individual against specifi ed harms, in 
opposition to structurally induced dangers, 
advocates of human rights reinforced the 
dichotomy being experienced at the political 
level. This undermined post-colonial repara-
tions and the rights-based approach of the 
New International Economic Order (NIEO), 
creating “the morals of development.”

Whyte fi nally examines the symbiotic 
relationship between human rights advocates, 
who challenged the totalitarian inspiration 
of redistributive projects, and neoliberal 
economists who employed the language of 
human rights, to entrench: 

“the institutional and moral foundations 
of a competitive market economy and to 
shape entrepreneurial subjects. In contrast 
to those anticolonialists who had fought to 
establish the right to self-determination, the 
neoliberals saw the promise of human rights 
in constraining sovereign power, especially 
in the post-colony, and in restraining the 
politicisation of the economy.” 

Together they provided the criteria for 
the discourse in North-South relations since 
the 1950s. 

By defi ning hegemony as a function of 
geopolitical power relationships, Whyte 
implies that human rights were deployed 
within post-colonial struggles. Human rights 
prevailed through the use of violence and 
its socio-economic consequences. While 

making her methodological statement in 
addressing specifi c hegemonic forms and 
conceptions of human rights, Whyte views 
the prevailing conceptions of "human rights" 
in capitalist societies as being rooted in the 
hegemonic power of neoliberalism. In 2018 
the US withdrew from the UNHRC (United 
Nations Human Rights Commission). The 
US ambassador to the United Nations (UN) 
denounced the UN as a “cesspool of politi-
cal bias.” 

This book is brilliantly researched and 
invites ongoing debate in the fi eld of neoliber-
alism and human rights. It is this dichotomy 
that allows further academic inquiry and 
debate into The Morals of the Market. It is 
a timely book, as shown by the escalating 
accusations between the US and Chinese 
governments over what constitutes human 
rights: neoliberalism vs socialism. The US 
sees China as violating human rights in: the 
treatment of its Muslim population; the One 
Child Policy; and the surveillance of its own 
citizens. Whereas China sees the US as violat-
ing human rights by: the systemic racism in 
its judicial and policing systems; the treat-
ment of its poor and homeless; and violation 
of the rights of its indigenous peoples. This 
debate will continue long into the future.
The morals of the market: human rights and 
the rise of neoliberalism, London: Verso Books, 
2019 

REVIEW

THE MORALS OF THE MARKET: 
HUMAN RIGHTS AND 

THE RISE OF NEOLIBERALISM
By Jessica Whyte
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Paul Doran

Over the period 2010 - 19 the 
expansion in the dairy indus-
try in the 26-Country state, 
thanks to the quota restric-
tions being lifted by the busi-
ness organisation known as 
the EU, has resulted in an 
increase in the land area allo-
cated to dairy farming. At the 
farm gate level the expansion 
has resulted in an increase in 
nitrogen surplus, increases in 
nitrogen use effi  ciency, and 
lower emissions of nitrogen 
per unit of production.

Over that nine-year period, 
grass utilisation increased by 
nineteen per cent. Thirty-one per 
cent of the increase originated 
from increased chemical nitrogen, 
with the remainder coming from 
increased grassland effi  ciency. The 
most recent report of the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency on 
water quality (2013 - 18) found that 
fi fty-three per cent of surface water 
bodies assessed are in satisfactory 
environmental health, being either 
“good” or “high” environmental 
status. The remaining forty-seven 
per cent are in “moderate,” “poor” 
or “bad” status. This compares 
with fi fty-fi ve per cent at “satisfac-
tory” status for the last assessment 
period, 2010 - 15, a decrease of 2.5 
per cent.

Technologies in relation to 
incorporating white clover in exist-
ing pastures, increased soil fertility 

(including soil acidity), the use of 
low-emission slurry spreading and 
greater use of precision grazing 
management have the potential 
to elevate these negative economic 
impacts of reduced chemical nitro-
gen at the farm level. This will 
require a signifi cant scheme of 
knowledge transfer over a number 
of years to get these technologies 
adopted at the farm level.

Grass-based systems into the 
future need to concentrate on max-
imising grass production and use, 
increasing the effi  ciency of nutrient 
use, and minimising the amount 
of feed imported onto the farm. 
This is both more profi table and 
environmentally more sustainable.

A move to lower grass produc-
tion carries the risk of increased 
importing of feed onto the farm, 
which will lead to reduced prof-
itability and a deterioration in 
environmental sustainability, as 
has been demonstrated around 
the world. The eff ects mentioned 
above have serious consequences 
for the future health of our citizens 
and for the general maintenance to 
our rivers, to fi sh stocks, fauna, and 
all the negative side eff ects due to 
the overwhelming use of nitrogen.

We are now witnessing the 
earth system’s gradual dying, 
because of the failure of capitalism 
and the capitalist world economy, 
particularly in the decades since the 
middle of the twentieth century. 
Capital itself can be described as 
a social relation of self-expanding 

economic (commodity) value. 
Capitalism, or the system of capi-
tal accumulation based on class 
exploitation and conforming to laws 
of motion enforced by market com-
petition, recognises no limits to its 
self-expansion. There is no amount 
of profi t, no amount of wealth and 
no amount of consumption that is 
“enough” or “too much.”

In this system, the planetary 
environment is not viewed as a 
place with inherent boundaries 
within which human beings must 
live, together with Earth’s other 
species, but rather as a realm to be 
exploited in a process of growing 
economic expansion in the interest 
of unlimited acquisitive gain, most 

of which ends up in the hands of 
a very few. Businesses, according 
to the inner logic of capital, must 
either grow or die – as must the 
system itself.

Capitalism thus promotes a 
“madness of economic reason” 
that can be seen as undermin-
ing the healthy human metabolic 
relationship with the environment. 
The mere critique of capitalism as 
an abstract economic system, how-
ever, is not suffi  cient in addressing 
today’s environmental problems: 
it is necessary to examine also 
the structure of accumulation on 
a world scale, coupled with the 
division of the world into compet-
ing states.

Our planetary problems cannot 
realistically be addressed without 
tackling the imperialist world 
system, or globalised capitalism, 
organised on the basis of classes and 
states and divided into centre and 
periphery. Today this necessarily 
raises the question of imperialism 
in the Anthropocene epoch.

It is our duty to rise above our-
selves, to step out of our comfort 
zones and to tackle the meandering 
slow death of Mother Earth. We 
must do whatever is necessary – 
yes, whatever is necessary, so that 
our children’s children can live in 
harmony with nature.
Socialist Voice 
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TACKLING THE SLOW DEATH 
OF MOTHER EARTH

Rosario Murillo, Vice President of 
Nicaragua, released at noon on the 9th 
August, an important press release in 
which Nicaragua once again established 
its position of dignity and national 
decorum, of sovereignty, of demand for 
respect for the right to sovereignty, which 
is peace.

teleSUR English reproduces in full the 
following press release released by the 
Nicaraguan government informing of its 
recent decision to recall its ambassadors 
currently serving in four Latin American 
nations.

The Government of Reconciliation and 
National Unity informed the Nicaraguan 

People and the International Community 
that it has called for consultations with its 
Representatives, Ambassadors to the Gov-
ernments of Argentina, Comrade Orlando 
Gómez; Colombia, Comrade Yara Pérez; 
Mexico, Comrade Juan Carlos Gutiérrez, and 
Costa Rica, Comrade Duilio Hernández, in 
reciprocity, in accordance with the Vienna 
Convention, in response to similar calls made 
by the aforementioned Governments to their 
Representations in Nicaragua.

The Government of Reconciliation and 
National Unity has observed and consid-
ered with seriousness and maturity, with 
great patience, from its Latin American 
and Caribbean Brotherhood, the constant 
and undeserved disrespectful, interfering, 
intrusive and interventionist remarks in its 
Internal Aff airs, from the Highest Authori-
ties of each of these countries, on issues 

that only concern the Nicaraguan People 
and Government. Furthermore, cynically 
and unscrupulously ignoring situations that 
they pretend to ignore and that are harmful 
to Human Rights in their own countries.

Nicaragua, which has suff ered and suc-
cessfully fought all forms of intervention in 
its Aff airs and in its Territories, categorically 
rejects these unacceptable forms of carica-
tured imitation of those who, violating the 
Sacred Lands of Patria Grande, have assumed 
functions that nobody has granted them, 
in open violation of International Law, of 
Human Rights, and in the shameful follow-
ing of Colonialist and Imperialist Powers, 
aggressors and destroyers of Nicaragua’s 
Cultures and Ways of Life.

The Government of Reconciliation and 
National Unity of this Blessed and Forever 
Free Nicaragua, regret to take this measure 

that only demands respect for the Norms of 
Peaceful, Reverent and Harmonious Coexist-
ence between Nations and Peoples that we 
owe to shared common History.

The Nicaraguan Government also reiter-
ate that Nicaragua has never been, by Prin-
ciples, Conscience, Vocation, Decision and 
its Conviction, a voice that alters the Right 
of each People to Self-Determination, Sover-
eignty and Independence, whose Bicentennial 
of those fi rst struggles, Nicaragua celebrates 
in Central America, ratifying that it is and 
will continue to be Free.

Sovereignty is Peace, and it is the Right 
of the Peoples!

Managua, 9th August, 2021
Government of Reconciliation

 and National Unity
Foreign Ministry of the Republic

NICARAGUA RECALLS AMBASSADORS 
FROM FOUR LATIN AMERICAN NATIONS
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After China announced the recall of its 
ambassador to Lithuania and demand-
ed the country withdraw its top envoy 
from China, US Department of State 
spokesperson Ned Price condemned 
China’s “retaliatory actions” at a press 
briefi ng. He said, “We stand in solidar-
ity with our NATO ally Lithuania […]. 
Each country should be able to deter-
mine the contours of its own ‘one China’ 
policy without outside coercion.”

Nabila Massrali, the European Union’s 
spokesperson for Foreign Aff airs and Secu-
rity Policy, also made statement favouring 
Lithuania, expressing regret over China’s 
move. Her remarks were much milder than 
Price’s.

It was totally unsurprising to see the US 
stand with Lithuania. This European country 
has nearly nothing to do with the island of 
Taiwan. The reason it has been provoking 
China over the Taiwan question is to cater to 
the US. The screenplay of Lithuania was even 
one that had been played by Washington.

However, Lithuania has gone too far and 
touched the most sensitive hotspot in East 
Asia. It may not even know what it has been 
doing. The Taiwan question is the most sali-
ent geopolitical red line in the entire western 
Pacifi c. It is about China’s core interests – 
China will never sit idly by if a country tries 
to touch on this red line.

Even the old hands in dealing with China 
such as the US and Japan adopt the “salami-
slicing” tactic with great caution and dare 
not go too far at one time. The US has not 
allowed the Taipei Economic and Cultural 
Representative Offi  ce in the US to change 
name. Supporting Lithuania to allow Taiwan 

authorities to establish an offi  ce under the 
name of “Taiwan” is a detour that aims at 
avoiding confl icts intensifying quickly.

That Lithuania allows Taiwan authori-
ties to establish an offi  ce under the name of 
“Taiwan” is an extremely reckless behaviour 
that will shake China-Lithuania ties. With 
only a population of less than three million, 
it is the most anti-Russia country in Europe. 
Perhaps it has become used to a provocative 
foreign policy and turned its anti-Russia 
impulse to China, a country that has never 
had confl icts with it. Its ignorance is startling.

China must take strong countermeasures 
against Lithuania. If Lithuania persists, China 
must be prepared for a breakdown in ties. 
In addition, China should join hands with 
Russia and Belarus, the two countries that 
border Lithuania, and punish it. China and 
Russia are necessary to jointly deal a heavy 
blow to one or two running dogs of the US 
to warn other countries. China should not 
allow a few US allies to provoke China and 
Russia by breaking the bottom line of the 
principle of international relations.

The China-Russia strategic partnership 
should show its deterrence to US allies, 
preventing them from doing anything they 
want against China and Russia simply with 
US support. China and Russia should take 
proper opportunities to strike against a 
country that has lost its mind. This should 
be the new content and guidance for China-
Russia strategic cooperation.

Lithuania, one of the countries that has 
gone the farthest in simultaneously provoking 
China and Russia, should be one that needs 
to be taught a lesson by the two.

China should clarify in its counterattack 

against Lithuania that the Taiwan question 
is the redline that should never be crossed, 
and that China will not allow Lithuania to 
become an example for other countries to 
follow. Some European countries must not 
think about using the Taiwan question as 
leverage against China. The Taiwan question 
cannot be used as a bargaining chip. It is a 
high voltage line, even a watershed between 
peace and war.

As the US started a new round of 

provocations over the island of Taiwan, 
China’s cost to deal with this question will 
increase accordingly. This has prompted 
China to think about whether it should 
accelerate the progress to solve the Taiwan 
question for good, completely eliminating the 
possibility of some US pawns using Taiwan 
as a bargaining chip. Such a strategic con-
sideration is becoming increasingly urgent 
for China. 
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Steve Sweeney

Lebanon’s political and eco-
nomic crisis appears set to drag 
on as attempts to form a new 
cabinet remained deadlocked 
despite fresh talks between 
leaders today.

Discussions were ongoing 
between President Michel Aoun, 
speaker Nabih Berri and newly 
appointed prime minister-designate 
Najib Mikati to iron out diff erences 
hindering the establishment of a 
new government.

Aoun has set a deadline for 
the end of the month to resolve 
matters, favouring the rotation of 
four key ministries and the division 
of certain government portfolios 
among the sects.

It is believed that the former 
general vetoed Berri’s proposal for 
Youssef Khalil, currently head of 
fi nancial operations at the Leba-
nese Central Bank, to be fi nance 
minister.

Mikati had hoped to move 
swiftly and form a 24-person non-
partisan technical cabinet to steer 
Lebanon out of a crisis that has seen 
its currency lose ninety per cent of 
its value since 2019.

But disagreements over the way 
forward continue to block progress; 
Lebanon has been ruled by a care-
taker government since the entire 
cabinet resigned following the 
devastating Beirut port explosion 
just over a year ago.

Lebanon has a confessional 
constitution, with parliamentary 

seats divided along sectarian lines: 
in accordance, the president must 
be a Maronite Christian, the prime 
minister a Sunni Muslim and the 
speaker a Shi’ite Muslim.

The Lebanese Communist Party 
issued a rallying call to “overthrow 
the murderous regime and its for-
eign-supported political system,” 
calling for people to take to the 
streets once more.

The party blamed the port 
explosion and the national catas-
trophe that has followed on a cor-
rupt government with a record of 
neglect, calling it “a major crime 
against the nation.”

It said that the country’s 
sectarian political factions have 
made Lebanon fertile land for 
foreign interference, particularly 

US intervention, in its domestic 
political aff airs.

The LCP warned that the recent 
visit of French President Emmanuel 
Macron, welcomed in some quar-
ters, was a sign of international 
support for the current corrupt 
political system.

France has been acting under 
pressure from the US in continuing 
to hold “freedom fi ghter” George 
Ibrahim Abdallah in prison in viola-
tion of French court decisions that 
he should be released, the party 
said. The Lebanese communist 
was jailed in 1984 for the killings 
in Paris of a US army attache and 
an Israeli diplomat during Leba-
non’s civil war.

The LCP called for the ousting 
of the current administration and its 

replacement with a non-sectarian 
government as the only way out 
of the crisis.

“Our party sees that the priority 
now is for the reformist groups and 
organisations to join their eff orts 
to bring down the government and 
form instead a new transitional 
government whose ministers should 
not be affi  liated to any of the coun-
try’s political factions. 

“Such a government is a top 
priority in order to build a new, 
modern, democratic and national 
state,” it said in a statement.
Morning Star 

LEBANON CRISIS SET TO DRAG ON 
AS COMMUNISTS CALL FOR 

OVERTHROW OF GOVERNMENT


