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MASSIVE DELIVERY DELAYS
CRIPPLE MELBOURNE, SYDNEY

B Curphey

With demand up thirty per cent from
last year, Australia Post has been expe-
riencing long delays in Victoria and
New South Wales due to extended
lockdowns in Melbourne, Sydney and
regional areas in both states. A photo
taken at the beginning of October from
inside the Sunshine distribution cen-
tre in Melbourne showed mountains of
undelivered mail and parcels — and it
is only expected to get worse as Christ-
mas approaches.

Adding to the crisis, e-commerce deliver-
ies were halted entirely in Melbourne for the
second time this year from 29th September
— 6th October due to positive COVID-19 cases
at mail centres throughout Melbourne. At
the time of writing, 200 Australia Post staff
are in isolation.

It wasn’t all that long ago that people
could be heard complaining about how Aus-
tralia Post was overpriced, owing to a lack of
demand in the “digital age”. Over the past
two years demand has skyrocketed as Aus-
tralians faced extended lockdowns and more
and more people are shopping online. Yet,
postage prices remain high. The pandemic
has shown that it was never about the lack
of patronage but about the profit motive.

Access to affordable and reliable deliv-
ery services has become a matter of public
health. With sky high shipping costs, shop-
ping online has become the privilege of the
rich, while the working class are forced to risk
their health to access businesses in person to
buy essential goods. One supermarket chain
is charging $15 on a minimum spend of $50
to have groceries delivered to your doorstep.
$15 is an extra expense that struggling fami-
lies may not be able to budget for and $75
exceeds some people’s weekly grocery bill.

Australia Post is, understandably, at the
centre of this fiasco. One issue is that, while
Australia Post ought to be run as a public
service, it is increasingly run as a private
business with more regard to profit than the
people it serves. Although it is established
by the government under the Australian
Postal Corporation Act 1989, Australia Post
describes itself as “a completely self-funded
business with both commercial and com-
munity service obligations.”

The pandemic has shown that mail deliv-
ery has always been and continues to be an
essential public service for those who are
unable to access essential goods in person.
Public services should not be designed to
make money. When it fails to turn a profit in
a given year, Australia Post does not “lose”
money. The reality is, it costs money to pro-
vide a vital service to the Australian people.

But Australia Post, while emblematic
of the industry, is not the only corporation
affected. Couriers and delivery services more

Report into young
migrant workers

broadly are bearing the brunt of the increased
demand, with the pandemic adding another
layer of danger to what is already the most
dangerous industry in Australia (see Guard-
ian #1972 “200 Truck drivers killed since
Road Safety Tribunal abolished”).

While small gains have been made, the
industry is at crisis point. Earlier this year,
the Fair Work Commission found that gig
workers such as deliveroo drivers may be
employees and not contractors, granting
them access to workplace rights enjoyed by
all employees (see Guardian #1964 “Fair
Work Commission Rules Gig Workers are
Employees”), but conditions in the transport
industry remain far from ideal.

Much like gig workers, couriers and
postal delivery drivers are often contractors
who lack the job security and protections
of employees. They experience constant
danger of exposure to the virus, pressure
to perform dangerous work, and low wages
for unstable jobs.

The Transport Workers Union (TWU)
is considering a national day of action to
force employers to address these issues,
citing “alarming rates of death, injury and
chronic health conditions, wage theft and
pressures to work dangerously.” If the action
goes ahead, it would disrupt courier services
such as Toll, FedEx and StarTrack, causing
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further delays. TWU national secretary,
Michael Kaine, stated:

“For months now, the workers sweating
it out in trucks and distribution centres to
meet extreme demand have been battling
behind the scenes to protect their jobs against
an insurgence of outsourcing to lower paid
workers.”

Throughout the pandemic, workers have
been expected to maintain the same if not
higher levels of productivity while seeing no
increase in their pay and worsening condi-
tions. Transport Workers are suffering from
high rates of burnout and workplace injury
due to extreme demand from their employ-
ers. While new workers are being onboarded
throughout the industry, this has so far not
been enough to ease the workload on exist-
ing workers. All of this while companies like
Australia Post continue to profit.

Last year, Australia Post reported record
revenue of $7.5 billion, up seven per cent
from the previous year, with an 80 per cent
increase in e-commerce in just the first eight
weeks of the COVID-19 pandemic. It also
made over 350 per cent of predicted profits,
ending the year with a profit margin of $53.6
million. Toll reported revenue growth of 19.2
per cent and FedEx is recording net revenue
of $5.86 billion for the 2021 fiscal year. These
are yet more examples of businesses profiting
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from the pandemic. Increased demand for
delivery services is only one piece of the
puzzle: dangerous working conditions,
constant exposure of workers to the virus,
and massively increased workloads leading
to worker burnout also have a role to play.

StarTrack and Australia Post have claimed
that the current conditions are an anomaly
and are a temporary necessity to keep things
moving in the lead-up to Christmas. An
efficient mail delivery service cannot come
at the expense of the pay and conditions of
postal workers. Spending on Australia Post
and courier companies must be reprioritised
to hire more workers, improve conditions to
make them pandemic compliant, and to pay
all postal workers a decent wage.

The CPA stands in solidarity with trans-
port workers in their struggle for better pay,
secure work and safer conditions. Delivery
and courier corporations should not be
allowed to profit from the exploitation of
transport industry workers. As an essential
public service, the federal government ought
to provide Australia Post with adequate
resources to meet the increased demand,
rather than placing the burden on existing
workers. Decent, living wages, secure jobs,
and safe and sustainable working conditions
are the costs of doing business. @
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MORRISON GOV’T
WANTS TO REMOVE
INTERNET ANONYMITY

Conservatives, it always seems, live in glass-
houses. Warrior for “free speech” and defender of
“democracy,” the Morrison government has made
it part of its brand to rally against illiberalism.

It’s curious, then, that a government that
prides itself on these things would attempt to
censor or expose those who make comments that
Prime Minister Scott Morrison has qualified as
“outrageous.”

Earlier this month, Morrison, speaking on the
need for government intervention into social me-
dia stated that “[clowards who go anonymously
onto social media and vilify people and harass
them and bully them, and engage in defamatory
statements [...] need to be responsible for what
they’re saying.”

Morrison’s comments follow his deputy Prime
Minister Barnaby Joyce, who stated that “[t]he idea
that someone can have a pseudonym on Twitter
and say the most outrageous things and we in 2021
sit back and say that is fair enough, that has got
to stop.”

Morrison went a step further, making the most
alarming comments, stating that anonymous on-
line trolls “should have to identify who they are
[...]. And the companies? If they’re not going to
say who they are, well, they’re not a platform any
more — they’re a publisher.”

In the context of “bullying,” these comments
may seem fair and appropriate. No one advocates
that people — particularly private citizens — should
be mocked for whatever incidental aspect of their
life happens to become public. However, the con-
sequences of exposing social media users could
be wide-ranging.

What exactly would qualify as “harassment”
or “bullying”? Currently, in NSW, we are seeing
comedian and “independent” journalist Jordan
Shanks (aka friendlyjordies), who has been expos-
ing former deputy Premier John Barillaro’s career
dealings, taken to court for alleged “defamation.”
His producer, Kristo Langker was aggressively ar-
rested, then charged with two counts of stalking
and intimidating Barillaro. NSW Police Deputy
Commissioner Dave Hudson and Assistant
Commissioner Mark Walton said of the arrest
that he didn’t “think appropriate processes were
properly followed.” Could Shanks’ antics fall under
“bullying” and “harassment”?

Who is to say that if any hypothetically proposed
legislation to curb such actions couldn’t be used
to silence or expose whistleblowers? Are private
citizens not entitled to anonymity to express their
views? Many revolutions — socialist and bourgeois
alike — attracted support as their propagators
released tracts, pamphlets, letters under pseudo-
nyms to protect themselves as they advanced their
causes.

The Morrison government has made it a habit
to decry the supposed “atrocities” of the People’s
Republic of China, pound the war drum over its
“censorship,” and lack of bourgeois rights. With
this in view, it is incredible to see how this gov-
ernment speaks out of both sides of its mouth.
Morrison and his lackeys do not think what is
good for the goose is good for the gander. Australia
should be able to be as illiberal and hawkish as it
wants, but if it hears a peep from China — whether
that be shedding light on human rights crises in
Australia or America or warn against interfering
with its sovereignty — it’s marked as a bully and
a threat.

We all should have a watchful eye on the
Morrison government’s actions in this manner as
it could change the playing field on how we dissent.
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Activists celebrated Che Guevara’s life at Perth Trades Hall. Che lives on!

Find out more about the
Communist Parly of Australia

web www.cpa.org.au
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phone 02 9699 8844
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14th National Congress Special Appeal

From 25-27 February 2022, elected delegates representing Communist Party organisations from all over
Australia will gather in Sydney for the 14th National Congress of the Party, COVID restrictions permitting.
In the lead-up to the Congress, Party members have been discussing and submitting amendments to a draft
Political Resolution. At Congress delegates will review the work of the Party and look to its future tasks.
Congress will elect a new Central Committee to lead the work of the Party until the next National Congress.

The CPA has launched a Special Appeal to help defray the costs associated with holding a National
Congress. We are appealing to Party members and organisations, all friends and supporters of the Party and
Guardian readers to help fulfill our $10,000 target as soon as possible.

To contribute, please fill in the form below or write your details on a separate piece of paper to send with
your contribution.

All contributions will be acknowledged in the Guardian, with the names of contributors unless otherwise
requested. We look forward to your support for this important occasion.

to the above Appeal.

| enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash for that amount (made out to “CPA").
Payment may also be made by Credit Card by filling the information below:

Credit Card minimum $20 Q Visa or O Mastercard

Name on the card

ExpiryDate ___ /

| Q agree/ Q disagree with having my name published in the Guardian
in acknowledgement of my contribution.

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 or phone through on 02 9699 8844.
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YOUNG WORKERS’ CENTRE
RELEASES REPORT INTO YOUNG
MIGRANT WORKERS IN THE ACT

N Woodruff

Guardian

The Young Workers’ Centre, a Unions ACT initiative
assisting young workers in Canberra, has released a
report on the experiences of young migrant workers in
the nation’s capital. The 2021 Report into Young Migrant
Workers’ Experiences in ACT Workplaces has uncov-
ered alarming statistics about the rate of wage theft and
unsafe work. This echoes what has been known for years,
insecure work coupled with a high cost of living and a
work-dependent visa exposes young migrant workers
to rampant exploitation by opportunistic wage thieves.

Data was collected from over 360 workers in the ACT through
online surveys, as well as anecdotal evidence gathered through
the Young Workers’ Centre’s community outreach programs.
The survey sought to collect details about how young migrants
experience work, as well as how this affects their finances and
wellbeing.

A large proportion of the workers surveyed were under the
age of eighteen (18.2 per cent) and most worked in service indus-
tries that have a high prevalence of casual work. 46.4 per cent of
workers claimed to have been underpaid, with a further 17.9 per
cent unsure of their pay and only 35.7 per cent receiving their
full legal wage. When wages were paid, they were often cash-in-
hand (15.7 per cent of workers) and without a payslip (57 per
cent of workers), making it difficult for unions and regulators
to identify wage theft.

Canberra is the most expensive city in Australia for rent, and
young migrants are often far from the support of family. The high
cost of living combined with the unlawfully low wages paid by
employers often results in young migrant workers working long
hours, even when their visa limits the number of hours they can
work. Employers can then threaten workers with deportation
for breaching their visa if they speak up. This effectively traps
workers into exploitative work, where their pay may be reduced
even further.

This use of blackmail means foreign workers are much less
likely to report non-compliance than their Australian counter-
parts. 75 per cent of migrant workers said they would not feel
comfortable discussing pay and conditions with their employer,
for fear of losing their job.

Wage theft is not the only abuse suffered by Canberra’s for-
eign workers. Of those young migrant workers surveyed, 42.9
per cent had been injured at work, compared to 36.9 per cent for
the general population. Foreign workers are less likely to report
first aid systems being present in their workplace, suggesting
workplaces with a high density of foreign workers have fewer
safety processes in place. Racism and sexual harassment are also
prevalent, with around a third reporting harassment from their
manager or supervisor. As the perpetrators of abuse often have
the power to fire, this mostly goes unreported.

While most abuses of foreign workers generally mirror the
experiences of Australian workers, albeit, at higher rates, there
are certain issues unique to visa-holders. Unpaid and illegal work
is often marketed to international arrivals, particularly students,
as “work experience,” even when no real training is provided.
Foreign workers are misled about their rights and responsibilities
in the visa system and are blackmailed into underpaid work and
the already-low rates of labour law enforcement drop even lower.

It is clear that there is a crisis of exploitation and discrimina-
tion within the Australian labour market and our research shows
that the ACT is not immune to this crisis. The Capital Territory
needs to address this issue and provide support to the local
migrant community to stand up against workplace exploitation.
The full report is available on the Young Workers' Centre’s website:
tinyurl.com/youngworkerscbr

SPOTLIGHT REPORT:
YOUNG MIGRANT
WORKERS IN THE ACT

2021 REPORT INTO YOUNG MIGRANT WORKERS'
EXPERIENCES IN ACT WORKPLACES

g Workers

www.youngworkerscbr.org.au ‘ youngworkerscbr@unionsact.org.au | 02 6225 8104

FREMANTLE COUNCIL WORKERS WIN

Julie Valentine

The recent attention to trade
union activity is unsurpris-
ing; victories of the unions
bring admiration for workers
but worry the capitalist elites.
When the Murdoch media,
the monopolised right-wing
source of Australian jour-
nalism, attempts to under-
mine and demonise unions, it
becomes especially important
to highlight union efforts and

celebrate the wins.

After twelve months of struggle
with the City of Fremantle, CFMEU
members recently gained a victory
that delivered job security to work-
ers. CFMEU organiser, Michelle
Sheehy, has shared some details
on the events in an interview:

Sheehy explained that when
COVID first hit in March last year,
the City of Fremantle stood down
some of its workforce. The workers
were directed to stay at home and
were put on leave. It could be paid,

or unpaid leave, and they didn’t
know when they’d be able to return.
Despite some government support
being available to some workers,
local government workers were
excluded. Sheehy described the ter-
rible situation, not of their making,
that the members from the city of
Fremantle were potentially facing
with no income at all. A provision
in the Enterprise Agreement that
was meant to cover short shutdowns
like Christmas was also misused. It
was applied during COVID when

there was no endpoint. The workers
felt it was an abuse of their annual
leave provisions.

Through a strike combined
with rallies and marches, with the
support of the community and
other unions such as the Maritime
Union, Australian Workers Union,
and Teacher’s Union, along with
letters to the council, workers were
able to return to their jobs and
have the unjust provisions in their
contract agreements removed. This
was a powerful demonstration of

what workers can achieve through
standing together with their unions
against the unfair treatment of
their exploiters. It is a lesson on the
importance of solidarity between
workers, unions, and the commu-
nity. Working together in the fight
for rights is the frontline in the
warfare of class struggle; without
it, it is “divided we beg.” &
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OP-ED: MORRISON'’S
DEVIOUS CAMPAIGNING ON
CLIMATE CHANGE
(AMONGST OTHER THINGS)

Eileen Whitehead

Most people are bewailing the lack of lead-
ership we’re experiencing at the moment,
with many believing our politicians are
“thick.” I prefer the word “devious,” which
implies cunning, scheming, underhanded,
Machiavellian, and sly — all inadequate
insofar as Morrison is concerned.

Morrison’s deviousness sees him currently
creating the illusion that he alone is battling his
party colleagues, dragging them to a net-zero
commitment: their recalcitrance explaining his
leadership deficiency. He is using more weasel
words than usual to create the impression that
he and his colleagues are moving closer to a firm
commitment. His repeated comments downplay-
ing the need for targets and his suggestion that
we need policies internationally demonstrate
his duplicity. His argument that a target cannot
be achieved without a policy is facile — he has
neither a target nor a policy!

The less said about his infantile deputy, the
better. Deputy Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce
shows his ignorance every time he opens his
mouth. Rattling on about job losses in regions,
he shows he has never read any scientifically-
oriented solutions to the problem of climate
change. A knowledgeable government would
now be considering effective, fair jobs and com-
munity transitions, but all this mob thinks about
is the next election. An effective transition is
about regional development and opportunities to
turn all forms of waste — household, industrial,
farm or animal — into electricity and fuels. This
requires government policies now! It should be
looking at regenerative agriculture, which would
achieve net-negative emissions and would also
be financially beneficial to farmers.

The Nationals have a disproportionate influ-
ence on the government of this country and have
also lost touch with their own constituencies.
Their attitudes date back to early colonialism,
when perhaps the country owed its prosper-
ity to the farmers. But, as Mark McGowan can
avow — it’s now mining and the powerful fossil
fuel companies, which is why we’re having such
a battle getting carbon emissions to net-zero. The
old argument still heard in the Nationals board
room that unless China reduces its emissions we
should do nothing, ignores what the Chinese are
actually doing with regard to climate change —
pricing carbon in major industrial centres; accel-
erating electric vehicles; and divesting from new
coal-fired power projects in the developing world,
under their Belt and Road Initiative.

Even the National Farmers’ Federation and

other farm groups have committed to net-zero
emissions. Miners are moving away from thermal
coal. Both farmers and miners are crying out for
strong government leadership on climate change.
Yet out-of-touch National MPs, Matt Canavan
and George Christensen are still pressing for a
new coal-fired power station in far north Queens-
land. They’re completely ignoring reality — Far
North Queensland doesn’t need more power, and
renewables are far more efficient and cheaper —
there’s lots of sun and wind up there!

Fortunately, what is happening is the big banks
are no longer keen to finance coal mining, and
global insurers won't insure it. Unfortunately,
whilst our “Nero” fiddles, emissions are accu-
mulating and we now need to factor this into a
rational time frame to even be able to reach a
net-zero 2050 target, which science is telling us
is already way too late. We can forget 1.5 degrees
because of our kowtowing to the fossil fuel indus-
try. The Climate Targets Panel’s recent report
said that the government’s stated 2030 target
will be inadequate to achieve net-zero by 2050.
All the evidence shows that policy adjustments
need drastic revision if goals are to be achieved.
The panel’s analysis clearly demonstrated that
if the reductions in emissions are inadequate by
2030, the yearly adjustments after 2030 would
need to be between three and ten times as much
as achieved in the 2020s to then reach net-zero
by 2050. Even that target is risky and it’s in our
national interest to achieve net-zero before 2050.
By 2040 at the latest.

To even stay within its two degrees Celsius
carbon budget, we need to hit net-zero emissions
by 2037, which currently appears unachievable
with this government. Once again, Morrison’s
words — a target is nothing without a plan — shows
how vacuous he is. He has neither. He’s too busy
praying to his lump of coal.

He should be closing coal-fired power stations
and refusing any new fossil fuel development,
which includes gas. National strategies should
now be put in place for regenerative agriculture
and electrification of vehicles. Whatever happened
to our fast trains? China is way ahead. Morrison
is a laggard, devoid of ideas, always reactive
rather than proactive. He has no respect for our
global and regional responsibilities and seems
to have no grasp of the magnitude and urgency
of Australia’s climate challenge.

Instead of spending a trillion dollars on
nuclear submarines and other war preparations,
and tying us to America’s apron strings Morrison
needs a policy which puts infrastructure in place
to support transitioning away from fossil fuels
and into renewable energy. @&
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Celsius carbon budget, we need

to hit net-zero emissions by
2037, which currently appears

vnachievable with this government.

UNSAFE AND NON-COMPLIANT:
PROFITS ABOVE SAFETY IN EARLY LEARNING

United Workers’ Union Statement

[...]1[TThe United Workers
Union (UWU) has released
a report outlining the failure
of for-profit childcare provid-
ers to keep Australian chil-
dren safe.

The report draws from pre-
viously unseen data obtained
through freedom of information
requests all over Australia. This
data reveals what many in the sector
have believed for a long time: that
for-profit providers deliver poorer
safety and lower quality early

learning compared to the not-for-

profit sector.

The report Unsafe and non-
compliant: Profits above safety in
Australia’s early learning sector
found:

« Non-compliance, which
represents breaches of a range
of minimum safety standards,
is far more common among
for-profit providers than any
other type of service. From
just over 12,000 enforcement
actions taken nationally against

early education providers
since 2015, an overwhelming
seventy-four per cent involved
for-profit centres, despite the
for-profit segment making up
only half of the sector.
For-profits are also the worst-
performing type of service
when it comes to ensuring
quality education and care for
Australian children. For-profit
providers have the highest
number of centres that don’t
meet the national standard,

with more than one in six (over
1200) centres failing to meet
the National Quality Standard.
For-profit long day care centres
are twice as likely to be rated
as not meeting the national
quality standards than not-for-
profit centres.

The three biggest for-profit
[Long Day Care] providers in
the country are G8, Affinity,
and Busy Bees. The poorer
quality ratings of these three
players epitomise the crisis in

the sector. Collectively they
had seven times the number
of centres rated “Working
towards [national quality
standard]”, by percentage,
when compared with the three
largest not-for-profit providers
Goodstart, C&K and KU.
Information about a centre’s
track record on safety,
compliance issues and
enforcement actions is almost
impossible for parents and the
public to find. &
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Richard Titelius

On Friday, 24th September 2021, the
Conservation Council of Western Aus-
tralia (CCWA) held its Annual Confer-
ence at the Bendat Community Centre
in Wembley, attended by 180 delegates
representing 100 member groups.

While logging has been banned, we
saw the destruction of ancient Aboriginal
artefacts at the Juukan Gorge at the hands
of a rapacious mining corporation that was
assisted by weak Aboriginal heritage legisla-
tion. While our state government is talking
up climate change legislation, it still allows
carbon corporations to spruik new projects
such as the Scarborough Pluto extension
and large areas of onshore gas fields in the
Kimberley.

Piers Verstegen, current CCWA Execu-
tive Director, the conference’s first speaker,
stated that notwithstanding the still embed-
ded nature of carbon in much of our politics,
the increasing awareness of the impacts of
climate change through bush fires, floods,
and cyclones, is pushing biodiversity up
the agenda.

Verstegen reflected on the long lag of
many countries committing to net-zero
emissions by 2050 to 2060, suggesting that
while they might be a step in the right direc-
tion, they could also be a cynical attempt to
squeeze the last profits out of carbon from
a dying climate.

We needed solutions the whole com-
munity could benefit from, including halv-
ing carbon pollution by 2030, 700 per cent
renewable energy by 2040, zero loss of
habitat for endangered wildlife and 10 mil-
lion hectares of revegetation and carbon
farming by 2025. While Infrastructure WA
has responded to climate change through
a Climate Action Fund of $750 million to
fund action on carbon farming, increasing
renewable energy, and increasing the use
of electric vehicles and the infrastructure to
support these changes, the carbon economy
was still continuing in WA.

The second speaker was Professor
Carmen Lawrence, CCWA President and
former Premier of WA, who opened by saying
there was a need to be simultaneously hope-
ful and realistic. While there is no shortage
of scientific reports to point out the dire
environmental situation we find ourselves
in, there does not appear to be an urgent
desire to change.

Lawrence pointed out that on 7th Decem-
ber 2006, Mark McGowan, the then Envi-
ronment Minister under the Premier Alan
Carpenter, released a report calling for a
100-year strategy to arrest the inexorable
decline in biodiversity. Stopping the decline
in biodiversity would increase our ability
to deal with the effects of climate change.
The following week, however, on the 13th
of December 2006, McGowan gave the go
ahead for the $15 Billion Gorgon Project; a
joint venture of Chevron, Exxon/Mobil and
Shell, despite the Environmental Protection
Authority’s recommendation the project

Australia
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should be abandoned as it posed a significant
risk to Barrow Island’s unique biodiversity.

The effects of a warming climate, said
Lawrence, would lead to decreasing rainfall,
which would lead to excessive harvesting of
groundwater and fragmentation of native
vegetation as the less robust sectors of the
ecosystem collapsed.

Lawrence suggested the primary pre-
cipitator of biodiversity loss is the lack of
public awareness that it is actually hap-
pening. While there were solutions, they
required a substantial mind-shift. Lawrence
also postulated about what should a modern
government look like, and one characteristic
it should have is that biodiversity has the
same value as the economy. A further loss
of biodiversity should be seen as a failure of
our global responsibility to protect biodiver-
sity. To achieve this, said Lawrence, we need
improved integration of biodiversity with
other land uses. She suggested that though
this was beginning to occur on a small scale
in the present, we needed to significantly
increase the scale of these efforts to achieve
the outcomes required to manage the climate
crisis. To achieve this, added Lawrence, “We
need scientifically informed action on climate
change and biodiversity.”

The next speaker was someone who was
putting action into rhetoric as the Mayor of
Victoria Park, Karen Vernon, a local gov-
ernment area adjacent to the City of Perth.
As the Mayor of Victoria Park, Vernon was
one of the first local government authorities
to sign the declaration of a climate emer-
gency. Following this declaration, Vernon
created a dedicated climate adaptation and
action plan. Initially, there was a low level
of engagement by the community, with only
sixty-five people participating in the survey
and fifteen people participating in a climate
change workshop. Since then, community
engagement has increased with action on a
popular bush regeneration project involving
the former Kent Street sandpit, a ban on
single-use plastics and polystyrene, solar
panels on council facilities including the

administration building, an Urban Forest
Strategy to increase tree canopy levels and
the roll-out of a food and garden organics
bin (FOGO). The council also proposes to
enter into an emissions offset reduction
plan which will cost $8.4 million and result
in a 1-2 per cent per annum increase in the
rates of residents.

The next speakers were Claire McKinnon,
WA Campaign Co-ordinator of the Lock the
Gate Alliance and Martin Pritchard of Lock
the Gate Kimberley. McKinnon said that
while the McGowan government initially
supported a moratorium on fracking, the
moratorium was lifted in September 2019.
However, a ban on fracking remains as the
regulations on fracking and a code of conduct
are not yet implemented. Consent require-
ments for traditional land owners and private
land owners have not yet been agreed upon.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change has also said that fracking should
not take place as it will increase greenhouse
gas emissions and therefore contribute to
global warming. In the Kimberley, Pritchard
organises the battle against those fracking
interests who have staked out large claims
over the Canning Basin, which occupies a
significant portion of the Kimberley.

Pritchard said there was calculated to be
438.5 TCF’s (Carbon Tetrafluoride) worth
of methane in the Canning Basin, which if
extracted, would double Australia’s carbon
budget allowable under the Paris Climate
Agreement. While there is a ban on fracking,
there is not a ban on exploring the various
leases in the Kimberley. Lock the Gate have
been active amongst Aboriginal people in
the Kimberley who do not wish for their
country to be compromised and destroyed
by the hydraulic fracking for methane gas.
Pritchard reminded the conference that it
was with help from people in Perth that the
campaign to stop a gas development hub
at James Price Point near Broome in the
Kimberley was successful and called for the
continued support of people from Perth and
beyond to save the iconic Kimberley country
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for its traditional owners and for all people
of Australia.

Other speakers included representatives
from community groups involved in bush
regeneration and restoration.

There was also a panel discussion on soil
carbon sequestration or carbon farming — a
process of planting vegetation on previously
degraded farmland to deliver benefits from
improved soil management to taking carbon
from the atmosphere through increased
ground cover vegetation. There was also a
youth panel on the environment and climate
change with the two of the panellists being
organisers for School Strike for Climate
Change, who had their Perth Rally on the
15th of October 2021, outside the WA Par-
liament House. They echoed the urgency of
the most well-known youth climate activist
Greta Thunberg who, at the Berlin Rally for
the Future on 24th September 2012, said of
many governments that they are proposing,
“vague and distant climate targets to make
it look like they were doing something.”
Thunberg in a rebuke to capitalism said, “[w]
e cannot pretend to solve the crisis within
the current system as we cannot build, buy
or invest our way out of this climate crisis.”
The results to date are not encouraging as
Thunberg said, according to scientists’ cal-
culations, emissions are set to rise by sixteen
per cent by 2030 based on 2010 levels.

The Communist Party of Australia sup-
ports the many initiatives to address the
climate crisis addressed at this conference
to improve the state of the environment and
promote and encourage community activism
as part of the solution. However, many of the
proposals have a market-based component
and these may be subject to unexpected and
costly failures. Capitalism itself is in crisis
and if we want to save the planet, its environ-
ment and biodiversity we need to go beyond
the profit motive and greed upon which the
current capitalist system is based. @

Fracking should not take place as it will increase
greenhouse gas emissions and therefore
contribute to global warming.
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IS AN ISSUE OF EQUALITY

Communist Party of Turkey Statement

A small segment of the popula-
tion in Turkey possesses enor-
mous wealth, while millions
of people are struggling with
poverty and unemployment.

The happy minority consists
of the bosses, the large landown-
ers and the parasitic rich off rent.
As workers, labourers, and poor
peasants work, this segment grows
richer, accumulating more and
more profits.

There are millions of Kurdish
citizens among the poor of this
unjust system of exploitation in
Turkey. Kurds are mostly poor, just
like the citizens of other origins.

There are also Kurds who
exploit others in this country. Kurd-
ish factory bosses, large landown-
ers, moneylenders, contractors are
part of Turkey’s happy minority.

The interests of the Kurds who
exploit and the interests of other
exploiters are one and the same.
They want the continuation of the
unjust order, they look for new
profits, and seize every opportunity
to become even richer.

And the interests of the exploit-
ed, poor and unemployed Kurds
are one and the same as those of
the other poor and unemployed:
This order, which is the source and
cause of inequalities, must change.

The Kurdish issue can only be
properly discussed in the light of
this fact and the path to the solution
can be understood on this basis.

The main issue in Turkey is
the existence of the bosses on the
one hand and the workers on the
other; the capitalist class on the one
hand, the labourers on the other;
the rich on one hand and the poor
on the other.

This is also the main issue of
the world. At the core of all sorts
of tyranny, injustice, coups, wars,
corruption and environmental
destruction, there is the capital,
which sees nothing but making
more profit.

The Kurdish issue must be ana-
lysed from a class perspective. The
claim that the exploiting Kurds and
the exploited Kurds have a common
interest is a big lie. Those who have
a common interest are the workers,
the unemployed and the poor of all
backgrounds.

The Kurdish issue is an issue
of equality.

The Kurdish issue is also an
issue of freedom. There is no legiti-
macy to a conception that ignores
the Kurds’ own language, identity,
and even their existence, or enforces
on them their disappearance, dis-
solution, and submission to another
identity.

The thesis that a nation, a
people is superior to another and
that it deserves certain privileges, is
a lie kept alive to draw the curtain

over the inequalities in the world,
to make the poor hate and even
strangle one another for the benefit
of capitalists.

Nationalism, which played a
progressive and liberating role in
the past periods of human history,
has long been a weapon in the
hands of the exploiters as a whole
and without exception.

One of Kurdish or Turkish
nationalism cannot be preferred
to the other. There is not a single
region left in the world where a
nation can be liberated as a whole
without making the distinction
between the exploiter and the
exploited. This is true whether it
is in Catalonia, Palestine, Corsica,
Ireland or Turkey.

Nationalism gives rise to more
nationalism. For example, Greek
nationalism and Turkish national-
ism feed each other. A similar fact
applies to Turkish and Kurdish
nationalism.

However, although they speak
different languages and have dif-
ferent origins, the interests of all
the oppressed are common. For
example, when a Palestinian poor
and a Jewish worker working in
a factory in Israel join forces, the
reign of imperialism, Zionism and

the hypocritical Palestinian rulers
who benefit from the “Palestinian
problem” start shaking.

The Kurdish issue cannot be
resolved in an order where the
exploiting Kurds stand on the
same side with other exploiters or
negotiate to increase their share.

The rulers in Turkey need the
existence of the problems that
divide the population so that the
working people do not strug-
gle together. The enmity of the
oppressed against one another for
the continuation of this order has
unfortunately always worked so far.
The discrimination that develops
over the languages, identities and
assets of the Kurds not only divides
the workers and labourers, but
also ensures that the Kurds facing
oppression also stay a cheaper
labour force.

A similar process is now taking
place for migrant workers. Hostility
towards immigrants mostly benefits
employers who hire immigrant
workers who are afraid to seek their
rights and are almost enslaved.

The fact that the Kurdish issue
was boxed in identity debates also
benefited the bosses the most, and
moreover, the framing of the Kurd-
ish issue in this context turned into

a great opportunity for the exploit-
ers of Kurdish origin.

Kurdish bosses have managed
to get rich from the "Kurdish issue.”
However, for millions of Kurds, life
today means nothing but poverty
and unemployment.

It can’t go on like this.

There is no freedom if there is
no bread.

The interlocutor in the Kurd-
ish issue is all the working people
living in Turkey, the public. There
is no problem that our working
people of all backgrounds cannot
solve with a common will and a
common struggle.

The claim that the Kurdish issue
can be solved by sitting down with
the owners of an exploitative order
has no bearing. There is no benefit
to the Kurdish people from those
who are hostile to labour, science,
art, women, the Republic and the
environment.

The line to be drawn is not
between the Turks and the Kurds
but between the exploiters and the
exploited.

The people can unite on this
basis. The common enemy is impe-
rialism, international monopolies,
“domestic” monopolies and the
bosses.

The mentality that ignores the
Kurdish people, forces them to deny
their own existence and oppresses
them has a great responsibility in
the fact that some Kurds in this
country have come to rely on the
great international powers. It is also
a shame of all of us that we have
not been able to stand up strongly
against this mentality and this
unjust order as a whole.

The way to correct this shame
is to stand up together against the
exploiters for our common interests.

We are not in the same boat.

Imperialism is on the oppos-
ing side. The capital class is on the
opposing side. The sheikhs and
reactionaries of all kinds are on the
opposing side.

Turkey will ensure fraternity,
unity, equality and freedom by
defeating the opposing side.

There will be no Kurdish issue
in socialist Turkey, with their crea-
tive energies, Kurdish and workers
from all different origins will all
together establish a social order
in which no one exploits anyone.

The Communist Party
of Turkey
Central Committee

There is no problem that our working people
of all backgrounds cannot solve with a
common will and a common struggle.
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An exhibition on the counter-terror-
ism situation in Northwest China’s
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region
was displayed in Beijing on Monday,
11 th October — the first time such an
exhibit was held outside the region with
a large number of pictures and videos
on more than fifty terror attacks.

Senior officials and experts said the
display proves that the Xinjiang region is
more open to show the international com-
munity what it has suffered, and showcase
its confidence in current policies, which have
brought hard-won stability.

The Xinjiang regional government held
a press conference in Beijing on Monday.
Before the press event, domestic and for-
eign journalists were guided to the counter-
terrorism exhibit, which is similar to the
one displayed in the Urumqi International
Convention Center in the regional capital.
The exhibit consists of three parts — an
overall introduction on Xinjiang, some of
the terror attacks taking place in the region
from 1990 to 2016, and the measures taken
and the achievements made of the counter-
terrorism work in the region.

Selected from thousands of terror attacks
in the region, the fifty-two terror attacks
displayed in the second part of the exhibit
are listed chronologically with introduc-
tions, photos, and sometimes video footage
in Chinese and English next to each display.

The introduction on terror attacks started
with an attack in Baren township of the Kiz-
ilsu Kirgiz Autonomous Prefecture, plotted
and carried out by the “Turkistan Islamic
Party” in 1990, and ended with the attack
in Moyu county, Hotan Prefecture on 28th
December, 2016 when four terrorists raided
the building of the county Party committee.

Counter-terrorism exhibits have been
staged in different prefectures and cities in
the Xinjiang region, but it is the first time
for such an exhibit to be staged outside
Xinjiang, the Global Times learned from an
exhibition organiser.

The exhibition in Beijing will better show
the outside world on Xinjiang’s counter-
terrorism work and achievements, Xu Guix-
iang, spokesperson of the Xinjiang regional
government, told the Global Times.

“We also want to tell people how the
current stability and peace in Xinjiang was
achieved. Many visitors to the Urumgi exhibit
told us that they were shocked and even shed
tears over the past tragedies,” said Xu. “We
believe that only by knowing the whole pic-
ture in Xinjiang can the outside world avoid
being fooled by rumours [about Xinjiang]
made by those anti-China forces.”

The Global Times learned from the work-
ing staff that compared to the exhibition in
Urumgi, the Beijing one has no display of
the various weapons used by the terrorists,
the self-made explosive gear, the textbooks
with distorted religious content or the ban-
ners with slogans promoting “jihad.” There
were more detailed photos and videos on the
same terror attacks featured in exhibits in
prefectures and cities in the Xinjiang region,
including Hotan and Kashi.
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FIRST COUNTER-TERRORISM
EXHIBIT HELD OUTSIDE
XINJIANG

Journalists visit the counter-terrorism exhibit on Xinjiang in Beijing. (Photo: Global Times)

The staff noted that they have blurred
some bloody videos and photos in consid-
eration of the visitors’ feelings. Filming or
taking photos in the exhibition hall is not
allowed to avoid spreading violent and ter-
rorist content.

A WINDOW TO THE TRUTH

The exhibition was held in Beijing in
the middle of July and accepted only group
visits. Monday was the first time for foreign
visitors to come, the staff at the exhibit told
the Global Times, noting that previous visi-
tors left notices, with many saying that the
exhibit helped them change their impression
of Xinjiang.

“When seeing the second part, I felt sad
about the many tragedies in Xinjiang ... but
after learning about the third part — the
changes that took place after the crackdown
on terrorism in the region — I felt gratified
and happy for the local residents,” one visi-
tor wrote.

Muhammad Asghar, a journalist from
Pakistan, visited the Beijing exhibit on
Monday. “This is not my first time to see
the counter-terrorism exhibit, but it is still
shocking to see the tragedies in the past.”

Asghar had travelled to Xinjiang twice
and visited the Urumgi exhibit with a group
of foreign journalists. He told the Global
Times that the exhibit is very informative
and offers an overall perspective of what
the region has suffered from and what steps
the government has taken to fight terrorism,
and to improve the lives of local residents.

“The exhibit is also necessary to make
the outside world see the true situation in
Xinjiang since there are so many rumours
on Xinjiang. After you see these photos and
videos, you come to know what happened to

the victims, what happened to their families,”
Asghar said.

Asghar recalled that after visiting the
exhibit in Urumgqi, some foreign journal-
ists also said they were shocked to see the
photos and videos. “I think it [the exhibit]
is very useful in helping people understand
Xinjiang,” the Pakistan journalist said.

“Aside from the exhibit, we also visited
many places in Xinjiang, including Kashi, and
saw many things, including the vocational
training and education centres. The current
peaceful and happy life of local residents
is in sharp contrast to the previous terror
attacks they had suffered,” he said, noting
that he hopes more foreigners, especially
foreign journalists, come to see the exhibit.

Along with Asghar, journalists from the
Chinese mainland, Hong Kong and a few for-
eign media outlets who attended the Monday
press conference on Xinjiang-related affairs
also visited the exhibit.

The Global Times reporters noticed that a
few of them took notes during the tour, while
some foreign media just skipped the exhibit.
As of press time, no news on the exhibit in
Beijing came out of some Western media,
which is keen on spreading “negative” news
from and about Xinjiang.

The Global Times learned previously
from a staff member of the Urumgqi exhibit
that some Western journalists refused to
visit the exhibit there.

“They claimed that this is ‘moral abduc-
tion’ and would compromise their ‘objective’
judgment. I was furious at such remarks for
they refused to know the truth about Xin-
jiang!” said the staff member.

Whether the Western media outlets or
their reporters are willing to see the coun-
ter-terrorism exhibit or not, they cannot
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cover up all the terror attacks and scars
the Xinjiang region has suffered and the
hard work it has done to restore stability
and prosperity, experts said, noting that as
Xinjiang has seen no terror attacks for more
than four years, the region is also becom-
ing more confident and open to the outside
world despite increasing Western smearing.

Experts said that China’s strategies to tell the
truth on the counter-terrorist situation in
Xinjiang have also changed - from the initial
silence to releasing the first documentary on
Xinjiang’s counter-terrorism campaign in
December 2019, which offered never-seen-
before crime scenes of terrorist attacks in
Xinjiang, and to victims of terror attacks
sharing their stories at press conferences.

“We have reiterated on different occasions
that what Xinjiang has done is to make local
residents live a safer and better life. Staging
the exhibition in Beijing shows we have the
confidence to let more people know and be
touched by the far-reaching changes Xinjiang
has experienced,” Xu said.

Xinjiang has been free from any terror-
ist attacks for four years and nine months,
which is considered a great achievement of
the measures the region took in the past years.

Xu also noted that to remove the soil for
the three evil forces — separatism, terrorism
and extremism, there is still more work to
do. “The current achievements do not mean
that we can let our guard down and put arms
into the warehouse and release the horses.
As long as the three evil forces exist, Xinjiang
will not alter its determination to implement
counter-terrorism measures.”

Global Times &

“We also want to tell people how the current stability
and peace in Xinjiang was achieved. Many visitors to the
Urumgi exhibit told us that they were shocked and even
shed tears over the past tragedies.”
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CP OF THE RUSSIAN
FEDERATION: STOP POLITICAL
REPRESSIONS IMMEDIATELY

A recent meeting of the Presidium of
the Central Committee of the Commu-
nist Party of the Russian Federation
(CPRF) adopted a statement assess-
ing the past elections, which has been
published in the party’s media and on
the kprf.ru website. In it, we invited all
the political forces to a dialogue with a
view to working out joint measures to
take the country out of its crisis. But
instead of a dialogue we got a police
crackdown.

[...] [W]e have seen police outrages in
Moscow. Attempts are being made to intimi-
date CPRF activists, municipal deputies
and candidates for the State Duma. Tens of
communists and the party’s supporters have
been arrested and fined. Such behaviour of
the law enforcers is a sign of the weakness of
the authorities. They know that they have lost
the September 17th - 9th elections. In order
to stifle the voice of disgruntled voters who
supported the CPRF Programme Ten Steps
Towards the Power of the People they have
resorted to large-scale repressions.

The head of the CPRF at the Moscow City
Duma and candidate for the State Duma,
N Zubrilin, was today detained at the Tver-
skoy Internal Affairs Department. S Obukhov,
elected Duma deputy, was detained twice
within several days. Ye Yanhcuk, deputy of
the Moscow City Duma and candidate for
the State Duma, has been arrested. Another
candidate for the State Duma, S Kurgansky,
has been fined.

I would like to remind the zealous “law
enforcers” that pending the first meeting
of the State Duma, due to be held on 12th
October, the candidate for the State Duma
enjoys immunity. Detentions can take place
only in exceptional cases with the consent
of the Prosecutor-General. No such per-
missions were granted. Hence what the
law-enforcement bodies are doing is rank
arbitrariness and lawlessness.

Unlawful acts are committed with regard
to the Communist Party activists. Thus,
I Ivanov, who heads the protest department of
the Moscow Committee of the CPRF, has been
detained without statement of the reason.
Municipal deputy S.Tsukasov has been twice
fined [approx. AU$379] and arrested for ten
days. CPRF Moscow City Committee lawyer
M Bidzhev who was preparing lawsuits chal-
lenging the results of online voting has been
arrested for ten days. Moscow City Duma
Deputy Ye Yengalycheva was blocked inside
the Moscow City Duma building for three
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days whereupon she was served a subpoena
under threat of a 30-day arrest. S Udaltsov
and L Razvozhayev were arrested for ten
days for posting notices of meetings with
members of their constituencies.

Police staged an unprecedented three-day
siege of the CPRF Moscow City Committee
where our lawyers were preparing lawsuits
on electoral law violations.

Police even blocked the reception office of
Deputy Chairman of the CC CPRF I Melnikov.
Those who did it ought to know that they
were committing a crime. The reception
office of the first deputy chairman of the
State Duma, as well as the working space,
transportation and dwelling of every deputy

enjoy immunity. Apparently, the zealous law
enforcers had forgotten about it.

I reiterate that our side has not committed
any violations of the law under Article 20.2
of the Administrative Offences Code. All our
events had the format of deputies’ meetings
with their constituents. This is a legitimate
form of candidates’ work and obstructing it
is a punishable offence.

We demand that the rampaging police be
stopped and brought back within the law. At
the very first session of the Russian parlia-
ment, we will demand that a commission be
set up to investigate the facts of persecution
of candidates for the State Duma.

One gets the impression that disturbances

are being provoked deliberately on the eve

of October 3rd - 4th when Yeltsin’s punitive

forces were firing at the Supreme Soviet build-

ing. I appeal to the country’s leadership, the

President’s Administration, the Prosecutor-

General’s Office, the Interior Ministry and

other law-enforcement bodies to restore

legality and immediately stop the rampant
police and bring them to book.

Gennady Zyuganov,

Chairman of the CC CPRF,

Head of the CPRF at the State

Duma of the Federal Assembly

of the Russian Federation

IRAQI CP, IRAQI COMMUNISTS BOYCOTT EARLY
ELECTIONS AND CALL FOR RADICAL CHANGE

Iraqi Communist Party Statement

Iraq’s early parliamentary
elections on 10th October
2021 were characterised by
a very low turnout, at about
twenty per cent, confirming
the fact that Iraqi voters have
no confidence in an electoral
system designed to perpetu-
ate the corrupt ethno-sectari-
an power-sharing system that
was installed after the US war
and occupation of the country
in 2003.

The Iraqi Communist Party,
that actively supported the popu-
lar October Uprising in 2019, had
stressed that early elections were

one of the principal demands of
the Uprising aimed at bringing
about radical change, ridding the
country of the ethno-sectarian
power-sharing system and politi-
cal sectarianism and opening up
prospects for establishing a civil
democratic state and social justice.

However, there was growing
deep concern about various aspects
of the electoral process, including a
flawed Electoral Law. It was amend-
ed by parliament and designed to
serve the interests of the rulers and
dominant blocs. The date for elec-
tions was postponed, at the request
of the so-called “independent”

Electoral Commission, from 6th
June to 10th October 2021. Vote
buying started early, with corrupt
politicians and their parties spend-
ing money lavishly in the absence
of any real controls. The Parties
Law, which should prevent such
practices and bans political par-
ties with armed formations from
participating in elections, has not
been implemented.

No effective measures have
been taken to prevent a repeat of
the shameful rigging and manipu-
lation of the voting process that
marred previous elections. The real
figure for the turnout in the last

parliamentary elections in 2018
was about 20 per cent, while official
figures claimed it was 44.5 per cent.

A very important demand by
the protest movement, and also
by Iraqi Communists, was that the
perpetrators of the killings of more
than 700 peaceful young protest-
ers during the October Uprising
must be brought to justice. But
the transitional government of
Mustafa al-Kadhemi, installed in
May 2020 after the overthrow of
his predecessor Adel Abdul-Mahdi
by the protest movement, has failed
to deliver on its promises.

In view of this situation, the

Iraqi Communist Party, after con-
ducting an internal referendum of
all its party members and organi-
sations, declared in July 2021 its
decision to boycott the elections.
It also warned that blocking the
path to peaceful democratic change
through free and fair elections will
only deepen the political crisis
and open the door to grave conse-
quences, endangering civil peace.
The rulers will then be held fully
responsible for pushing the country
toward the abyss. @
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TAIWAN IS A TINDERBOX, AND
THE WEST IS ATTEMPTING TO
LIGHT THE FUSE

Matthew Hole

Taiwan island, internationally recog-
nised as a province of China, has again
become a key focal point in Washing-
ton’s ongoing hybrid war against Bei-
jing. Tensions are ramping up with
a range of measures taken in recent
weeks by the US and their allies, as
well as separatist forces that have
been emboldened by these ongoing
provocations against China’s sover-
eignty. Meanwhile, a compliant West-
ern media continues to manufacture
the consent of their populations for
a hot war against China, which, if
carried out, could quickly result in
a nuclear exchange between the two
superpowers.

US MILITARY TROOPS

IN TAIWAN

It was recently reported in the Wall
Street Journal that two dozen members of
US special operations and support troops
were “secretly operating in Taiwan to train
military forces there,” in a clear violation
of China’s sovereignty. Whilst this kind of
activity has occurred previously behind the
scenes, US media has never been so brazen
as to declare this publicly. This is a tactic
by Washington to get on Beijing’s nerves
and is in line with their ongoing playbook
to try and cause a fissure that could lead to
the Balkanisation of China, to do whatever
it takes to stop China’s peaceful rise that
threatens US global hegemony. Neither the
Pentagon nor the Whitehouse have confirmed
or denied the reports.

TSAI’'S SPEECH PUSHES A
REVISIONIST HISTORY

Taiwan’s regional leader Tsai Ing-wen
recently gave a speech on the 110th anni-
versary of the 1911 revolution, which saw
the end of two millennia of Chinese dynastic
imperial rule and the beginning of China’s
first republic. In her speech titled “Forming
a democratic alliance and collecting friends
from all over the world,” Tsai pushed for
other liberal democratic nations to come to
Taiwan’s defence in the separatists push for
Taiwan to become an independent nation.
However, utilising this milestone to push for
independence ignores the reality that the day
itself is an explicitly “Chinese” national day.
The official name of the authority on Taiwan
is the “Republic of China,” and it continues
to claim all of China in contest with the “Peo-
ple’s Republic of China” which has been the
authority on the mainland since the end of
the Chinese Civil War in 1949. To continue
to push claims that Taiwan is a legitimate
separate nation — when that position is not
even a majority position amongst the com-
patriots on Taiwan — is a gross distortion
of history.

LITHUANIA GOES
AGAINST THE
ONE-CHINA POLICY

Whilst cross-strait relations have under-
gone various levels of tensions over the past
seven decades, the most recent round of

provocations began when Lithuania under-
mined the internationally recognised “One-
China” principle by opening a representative
office under the name of “Taiwan” in Septem-
ber, a move designed to provoke Beijing as
it attempts to open the path towards Taiwan
independence. Beijing responded by recall-
ing its ambassador to the small European
country and asked them to do the same.
Beijing has consistently reaffirmed that its
territorial sovereignty over all of China is a
red line that must not be crossed and could
be the trigger to a military effort towards
reunification, as opposed to peaceful means
that would benefit the majority.

ABBOTT’S VISIT
UNWELCOMED

Former Australian Prime Minster Tony
Abbott recently made a speech on the island
of Taiwan, telling Taiwanese separatists
that “the best way to avoid the war that
no one wants is to be prepared to fight it,”
encouraging Taiwan to turn itself into “an
eastern Israel capable of inflicting massive
and asymmetric damage on any invader.”
He also said that “to the extent that there’s
a Biden doctrine, post-Afghanistan, it’s that
America helps those who help themselves.
And, why not? Because no one could be
expected to fight harder for Taiwan than you
would be prepared to fight for yourselves.”

What is Abbott’s real message here?
Clearly working on behalf of Washington
interests, he is asking Taiwanese separa-
tists to stand-up and fight a war they could
not possibly win, and that neither the US
nor their allies would come to fight with
them, but in pushing for the impossible
goal of independence that would only lead
to a military defeat, they would be serving
Washington’s interests in further damaging
Beijing’s reputation internationally as well
as creating further justification for ongoing
sales by US and other Western weapons

manufacturers. Hardly an inspiring call to
arms, and something no doubt that most
Taiwanese compatriots would be able to
see straight though for what it was: a call to
martyrdom for the benefit of US imperialism.

US AND CHINESE
MILITARY DRILLS NEAR
TAIWAN ISLAND

Beijing has recently been accused of
ratcheting up tensions with authorities on
Taiwan, after flying several military aircraft
into what some western politicians claim to
be Taiwanese airspace — which had occurred
in response to US navy ships encroaching
further towards the region. But missing from
this analysis is that the so-called Taiwanese
airspace — officially the Air Defence Identifica-
tion Zone (ADIZ) — is not the internationally
recognised airspace of Taiwan, but simply
an unofficial zone drawn up by the United
States, that also happens to cover large parts
of the mainland, that add up more than three
times the size of Taiwan island itself.

AUSTRALIAN MEDIA’S
DANGEROUS PORTRAYAL

Australia’s public broadcaster — ABC —
have been the leading force, perhaps even
ahead of the Murdoch press, in creating a
false narrative around the Taiwan question
in their efforts to dehumanise Chinese people
as they manufacture the Australian public’s
consent towards a war with Beijing. Joseph
Wu, an active secessionist in Taiwan was
recently interviewed by the public broad-
caster, in which he publicly asked Canberra
for military and political support for the
island’s possible military engagement with
the Chinese mainland. The ABC is not alone
however, with the “China Threat Theory”
being pushed heavily by all mainstream
broadcasters and publications, public and pri-
vate. Channel Nine’s Sixty Minutes program

The Avusiralian media, along with several
federal politicians, are continuing to
play a very dangerous game in their

efforts to reinforce US hegemony.

recently ran an hour-long special hyping
up this theory, utilising broad anti-China
voices within the community to promote
their propaganda — including a representa-
tive from ASPI (Australian Strategic Policy
Institute), that is now primarily funded by
US weapons manufactures. The Australian
media, along with several federal politicians,
are continuing to play a very dangerous game
in their efforts to reinforce US hegemony.

XI1-BIDEN PHONE CALL
AND THE PROMISE OF A
CHINA-US SUMMIT

With so many negative indicators on
the potential build-up to war on the ques-
tion of Taiwan, there have also been some
positive movements that could lead towards
a reduction in hostilities. A recent phone
call between Presidents Xi and Biden has
led to the release of political prisoner Meng
Wenzhou from Canada, which in turn has
seen Beijing agree to an in-person summit
between Beijing and Washington before the
end of this year. Whilst too much optimism
shouldn’t be drawn from this upcoming
meeting until it has taken place, the fact that
the two sides have agreed to come together
for talks is positive considering other events
taking place.

BEIJING CONTINUES TO
PUSH FOR PEACEFUL
REUNIFICATION

The last thing Beijing wants is for a
military conflict to erupt over the issue of
Taiwan. Doing so would not only lead to
inevitable casualties, but also has the poten-
tial to harm China’s credibility among the
community of nations. The peaceful reuni-
fication of Taiwan to the mainland is by far
the preferred method, and in doing so would
lead to a similar arrangement that has been
in place in Hong Kong and Macau since the
late '90s — a One Country, Two Systems
approach that recognises the substantial
differences in the developmental pathways
that the two regions have been on and allows
for a gradual harmonisation of governance
policies over the longer term.

Taiwanese secessionists should heed the
call of their mainland — and in many cases
Taiwanese — compatriots, that any efforts to
seek independence will only lead to unnec-
essary military conflict that could only ever
serve US imperial ambitions. @&
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Anna Pha

When newly-elected Democrat Pres-
ident Joe Biden proclaimed that
“America is back”, it was not imme-
diately clear just what that entailed.
It is now evident that it was not about
jobs in the rust belt or economic
recovery for workers. It was a ref-
erence to the US’s role on the world
stage, and a dangerous, warmonger-
ing one at that.

Biden has taken up former Democrat
President Barack Obama’s “pivot to Asia”
with its aim of containing China, bringing
about the overthrow of its government and
defeating socialism.

Capitalist US is threatened by social-
ist China’s rapid economic growth and
development demonstrated by its ability
to lift hundreds of millions of people out
of extreme poverty and rapidly growing
prosperity.

The US was caught on the back foot by
China’s rapid modernisation of its military
in response to the threat posed by US
imperialism. China, once a relatively pas-
sive player in global politics, has become
assertive, drawn a “red line,” refusing to
cop any more bullying.

The US has reacted by launching a new
cold war and arms race in the Asia-Pacific
region. It has increased its joint military
exercises with strategic partners, placed
greater emphasis on the Quadrilateral Secu-
rity Dialogue (Quad) and shocked both its
NATO allies and the Asian-Pacific region
with the formation of AUKUS.

AUKUS

AUKUS is a military agreement between
the US, the UK, and Australia which pro-
vides for Australia to gain access to weapons
grade nuclear technology for the building of
at least eight nuclear-powered submarines
and the Australian government cancelling
a contract with the French Naval Group for
twelve conventional submarines.

But there is much more to AUKUS than
nuclear-powered submarines and nuclear
technology. The US will gain a greater mili-
tary presence in Australia, more bases, the
stationing of nuclear-powered submarines
carrying nuclear weapons, conduct more
military exercises, and further integrate
Australia’s forces into and under the com-
mand of the US.

AUKUS also involves the purchase of
Tomahawk Cruise Missiles, Joint Air-to-
Surface Standoff Missiles (Extended Range),
Long-Range Anti-Ship Missiles (Extended
Range), precision strike guided missiles, and
the development of hypersonic missiles in
collaboration with the US. Other aspects
include collaboration on military-related
cyber capabilities, artificial intelligence,
quantum technologies and undersea capa-
bilities. It complements the Five Eyes intel-
ligence spy alliance comprising the US, the
UK, Australia, Canada, and New Zealand.

Hugh White is a long-time defence
and intelligence analyst, former Deputy
Secretary for Strategy and Intelligence in
the Department of Defence and author who
has published extensive works on military
matters. His assessment of AUKUS in an
article in The Saturday Paper is telling: “...
it deepens our commitment to the United
States military confrontation of China,
which has little chance of success and car-
ries terrifying risks.”

“If Australia’s submarines were intend-
ed primarily to defend Australia and our
closer neighbours, then there is no way
we’d consider nuclear propulsion.” White
continues: “If the US, by miscalculation [or
design] does find itself at war with China,
we absolutely cannot assume that we would
win. That must, surely, enter our calcula-
tions about whether we commit ourselves
fighting alongside America.”

(For more on AUKUS see Guardian
#1980, “Subs, Subservience and Stupidity”,

Guardian

AUKUS EXPOSED:
NUCLEAR IS BACK - PART ONE

“Australia’s own goal,” and #1981, “No
nuclear Australia: Time for Action!”)

AUKUS also poses a threat to North
Korea. (See Guardian #1982, “AUKUS is
a direct threat to North Korea”)

QUAD

Just a week after the AUKUS announce-
ment, the leaders of Australia, India, Japan,
and the US met in person as “the Quad”
for the first time. The meeting issued a
Communiqué that without naming China,
clearly made China the target of the Quad’s
military objectives.

Much of the Communiqué was taken up
with cooperation by the partnership on the
climate crisis and fighting the pandemic,
including the donation of more than 1.2
billion doses of vaccine.

But the real subject was clear in ref-
erences to “a free and open Indo-Pacific,
which is also inclusive and resilient,” and
“ensuring that the region remains inclu-
sive, open, and governed by universal rules
and norms.”

This is spin for challenging China in
the East and South China Seas, with the
US, Australia and other allies continuing to
carry out fly-overs and station submarines
and warships in those seas.

REGIONAL RESPONSE

There have been mixed responses in
the Asia-Pacific region to AUKUS and the
Quad’s meeting with some countries caught
between antagonising China who they rely
on for trade and investment while lining
up politically and strategically with the
United States.

The majority of countries do not want
to be put in a position of choosing sides —
China or the US. Nor do they want to see
an arms race in the region or be involved
in fighting proxy wars for the US.

Indonesia and Malaysia have reacted
strongly against Australia’s purchase of
nuclear-powered submarines. Singapore,
a close ally of Australia and a member of
Five Eyes, has expressed concern.

All fear a nuclear arms race. The sub-
marines are seen as a first step towards
Australia acquiring nuclear weapons. Aus-
tralia has refused to join the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

The Association of South-East Asian
Nations (ASEAN) is expected to adopt a
position at its next meting later this month.
Its members include Indonesia, Singapore,
Malaysia, the Philippines, Thailand, and
Vietnam. ASEAN describes itself as a “zone
of peace, freedom and neutrality,” free
from interference by outside powers. Its
members have signed the Southeast Asia
Nuclear Weapon-Free Zone Treaty.

Countries such as Indonesia and Malay-
sia attempt to tread a middle path keeping
good relations with both the US and China,
whereas the Philippines is closely allied
with the US. It remains to be seen how
these differences will be played out at the
forthcoming meeting of ASEAN.

Japan is strongly allied with the US
militarily but fears war with China. It is
stirring the pot with China by establishing
ruling party relations with Taiwan, part
of the undermining of the internationally
recognised One-China policy.

In recent years India has moved closer
to the US and been involved in joint mili-
tary exercises but it is no lackey to the US
even though it takes an anti-China stance.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi sees India
as a future power competing with China
and the US.

The US claims to be protecting its inter-
ests in the region with its heavy military
presence, alliances, and military exercises.
By “interests” it means its hegemony and
imperialist domination. The bottom line
is profits, the profits of US corporations,
including the military industrial complex.
Part 2 next week: “US wars, trend towards
multipolar world, and China’s response.” &

Capitalist US is threatened
by socialist China’s
rapid economic growth
and development
demonstrated by its ability
to lift hundreds of millions
of people out of extreme
poverty and rapidly
growing prosperity.
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DUTERTE OF LAUNDERING
DEADLY MARCOS LEGACY

A network of research and advocacy
organisations released a statement
21st of September which compared
the legacies of former Philippine dic-
tator Ferdinand Marcos and current
president Rodrigo Duterte. The Asia
Pacific Research Network (APRN)
described both presidents as “tyrants”
and accused Duterte of “rehabilitating
the Marcoses back into power.”

21st of September is the anniversary of
the declaration of martial law by Marcos in
1972, through Proclamation No. 1081. Marcos
announced the imposition of martial two
days later, 23rd of September, and claimed
it was a necessary response to “the commu-
nist threat.” The proclamation was lifted in
1981 but Marcos retained virtually all of his
dictatorial powers until his ouster in 1986.

Marcos’ 21-year rule was marked by
widespread and violent rights abuses includ-
ing an estimated 70,000 incarcerations,
35,000 documented tortures, 3257 known
extra-judicial killings by state forces and
seventy-seven disappearances. Hundreds
of people were abducted, and their bodies
never found.

Following his ouster through widespread
popular protests known as the People Power
Revolution (also the EDSA Revolution)
and fearful that Marcos’ presence would
provoke the protests to develop into a revo-
lutionary overthrow of capitalism, the US

International

GROUP ACCUSES PHILIPPINES’

administration of Ronald Reagan flew him
and eighty of his extended family and close
associates to the US. When Marcos fled, he
took with him (presumably on the same
US Air Force planes which carried him and
his family) a sizeable fortune that included
twenty-two crates containing over $700 mil-
lion cash, 300 crates of jewelry, $4 million
worth of precious gems, $200,000 in gold
bullion, and deposit slips to foreign banks
worth $124 million (all figures USD).

In 1991, President Corazon Aquino
allowed the remaining members of the
Marcos family to return to the Philippines to
face charges relating to their financial plun-
der of the country. According to the APRN
statement, the Marcoses never apologised
and were not made accountable for their
crimes: “Instead, they have callously asked
the public to ‘move on’ from martial law and
went as far as petitioning that facts about the
dictatorship be removed from history books.”

The network says that the rehabilitation
of the Marcos family, which includes the re-
entry into political life by several members —
has been facilitated by the current president.
“Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, who
has been a notorious human rights violator
himself, has repeatedly expressed support
for the Marcos family, lending them further
political capital.”

In 2016, Duterte had the dictator’s body
re-buried in the country’s national “Heroes’

Cemetery” and a year later enacted a law
creating a holiday to memorialise Marcos.

Acting APRN general-secretary Mary
Medrano stated that Duterte has a “direct
hand ... in the rose-tinted depiction of the
Marcoses. Despite massive literature and
verifiable sources on the Marcos atrocities,
Duterte has helped the dictator’s family to
peddle a different version of history.”

This depiction includes published mate-
rials which deny the rights abuses under
Marcos and describe his regime as “gold
days” of the Philippines. The APRN seeks
to dismantle this distorted view.

“The Philippines under Marcos was in
fact far from golden. We have to remember
that even truth-seeking and journalism
[became] dangerous jobs under the late
ousted dictator. It was Marcos who author-
ised the military takeover of major media
outlets and the mass arrest of journalists,
editors and media workers.

“On top of the horrifying rights abuses
and attack on civil liberties are the immense
losses for the Philippine economy under
Marcos. According to APRN member Ibon
Foundation, the Philippines was the 4th worst
performing economy in Asia in the period
of 1965-1986 [...] those that took the brunt
of this economic crisis are the majority of
the country’s population wherein by 1985
two-thirds to three-fourths of some fifty-four
million Filipinos were poor. Worse, at least
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twenty-seven million people or almost half
(forty-nine per cent) of the population were
living in extreme poverty.”

The network says it released its 21st of
September statement to remember the dec-
laration of martial law and also to support
the struggle against a new dictatorship, that
of Duterte.

“The ruling Duterte regime swept the
country with thousands of killings under
the drug war campaign together with brutal
crackdowns against critics, silencing of truth-
seekers, gross negligence in the pandemic
response and an administration marred with
corruption allegations.

Akin to Marcos, Duterte has kept cro-
nyism and patronage politics alive under
his administration. The president showed
further support for the Philippine health
minister responsible for mishandling $3.34
billion worth of funds intended for COVID-
19 response.

“Cut from the same cloth as that of the
late dictator, Duterte has made a name
for himself as a tyrant responsible for the
deaths and suffering of millions of people
[...] disinformation by the Marcoses or any
regime only serves their political agenda and
violates State obligations to transparency
and accountability.”

a
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CUBA’S PRESIDENT HOLDS HISTORIC
MEETING WITH LGBTI ACTIVISTS

President Miguel Diaz-Canel
opened the doors of the Palace
of the Revolution to represent-
atives of the LGBTI community
on Friday, 8th October, with
aims of turning political will
into guarantees, making him
the first Cuban head of state
in history to hear from and
speak directly with a group of
LGBTI activists.

The President and First Sec-
retary of the Communist Party of
Cuba Central Committee invited
the leaders to participate in the
construction of an increasingly
inclusive nation towards a more
“perfect socialism” and thanked
them for the meeting, which he
said puts the government in a
position “to better understand a
group of issues that are essential

in decision-making and in the
way of approaching them.”

The dialogue formed part
of consultations with different
sectors and civil society groups,
from which Diaz-Canel will hear
input on various issues, in order
to draw strategies to solve prob-
lems and improve the Cuban
System.

Director of the National
Center for Sex Education (Cen-
esex), Mariela Castro Espin, said
that this type of dialogue is fun-
damental to advancing the social
equity agenda that expands
and perfects the nation and the
effort to eliminate all vestiges of
discrimination.

Manuel Vazquez, deputy
director of Cenesex, called for
guaranteeing “all rights for all

people” in line with the values
of a people committed to social
justice.

Diaz-Canel also responded to
the express request of trans and
lesbian activists, who partici-
pated in a similar recent meeting
with members of the Federa-
tion of Cuban Women (FMC),
on the importance of the active
and visible integration of LGBTI
people throughout the entire
network of the country’s social
organisations.

The meeting covered
the multiple issues, with an
emphasis on trans and lesbian
women; the legal deficiencies
that still exist to guarantee
the rights and principles of
non-discrimination included
in the 2019 Constitution;

dissatisfaction and complaints
about the incorrect procedures
of certain bodies and decision-
makers; and the obstacles and
functional limitations that
hinder activism, were among
the main concerns.

An assessment was also
made on the progress implied in
the new Constitution, the draft
already under discussion of the
Family Code and the foresee-
able resistance to its approval, as
well as the state of other public
policies.

The President firmly defend-
ed the essential principle that a
single person who suffers dis-
crimination must be a cause for
concern, as well as that socialism
must guarantee the greatest pos-
sible social justice, for which it’s

necessary to identify all existing
violations and gaps.

He recalled the contribu-
tions of Vilma Espin to issues
of sexual diversity, which he
learned from during his time as
a youth leader, and recognised
the impetus that Army General
Radl Castro gave to the issue
during the drafting of the new
constitutional text.

However, he admitted that
there are many more challenges
beyond what has so far been
achieved. At the end of the meet-
ing, Diaz-Canel said that the
opportunity offered motivations
and arguments to delve deeper
into issues and said he would
continue to meet.
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Speakers:
John Berger, End Homelessness WA

Christopher Crouch, CPA WA President
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TEMPORARY VICTORY WON
AGAINST “OFFENSIVE”
TEXAS ABORTION LAW

C J Atkins

Delivering a temporary vic-
tory to fighters for women’s
reproductive health, US Dis-
trict Judge Robert Pitman
ordered an immediate injunc-
tion against Texas’s latest abor-
tion restrictions — measures
which pave the way for the
elimination of Roe v. Wade.

Pitman branded the Texas
law, officially designated SB 8,
an “offensive deprivation” of the
constitutional right of women to
make their own decisions when
it comes to abortion. Proposed by
Christian extremists at the state-
house in Austin, SB8 was signed
into law by GOP Gov. Greg Abbott
in May and took effect on the 1st
of September.

The lawsuit ruled on by Pitman
was initiated by the Biden admin-
istration. Attorney General Mer-
rick Garland has argued that the
Texas restrictions defied the US
Constitution and called the order
from Pitman “a victory for women
in Texas and for the rule of law.”

SB 8 takes off from the “detect-
able fetal heartbeat” concept that
has been employed by Republican
lawmakers in several states when
crafting anti-abortion measures.
The Texas GOP’s law blocks women
from getting an abortion once an
ultrasound is able to detect cardiac
activity; this typically happens
around six weeks—before most
women even know they are preg-
nant. Most medical professionals
reject the supposed “heartbeat”
standard because at six weeks an
embryo is not yet a fetus and a
heart doesn’t yet exist. In a further
attack on women, the Texas law
makes no exceptions for cases of
rape or incest.

“From the moment SB 8 went
into effect,” Pitman wrote in his
113-page decision, “women have
been unlawfully prevented from
exercising control over their lives
in ways that are protected by the
Constitution.”

He echoed what women’s

The lawsvit ruled

health providers have been saying
since before SB 8’s passage. They
warned that the impact of the law
would be most harshly felt among
lower-income women and women of
colour in communities that already
face major barriers in accessing
health care of every kind.

Making the trip to another state
requires extra money, access to a
car, and long drives. It is estimated
that the average round-trip driving
distance for a Texas woman to an
abortion clinic has increased from
[thirty-nine kilometres] to nearly
[805 kilometres]. Those unable to
front the costs or find a way to get
to a neighbouring state have been
completely denied their right to
reproductive choice.

Melany Linton, president of
the Gulf Coast branch of Planned
Parenthood, told the press in mid-
September that since SB 8 took
effect, “exactly what we feared
would happen has come to pass.”
The number of patients seeking
services at Texas Planned Par-
enthood clinics has plummeted
by eighty per cent, and Lynton
referred to women travelling as far
as [1,609 kilometres] and spending
hours on the road trying to access
reproductive health services after
the law shuttered most abortion
clinics in Texas.

The nonprofit Fund Texas
Choice, which offers financial sup-
port for women unable to afford
the travel costs to access abortions,
fears it will soon run out of money
— for two different reasons. First,
the average amount requested
by clients is higher. But second,
donations are drying up because
supporters fear getting sued if they
give money.

That’s because the Texas
law features a cruelly innovative
enforcement mechanism. It makes
private citizens, rather than the
state government, responsible for
taking legal action to stop abortions
— 50 as to avoid the jurisdiction of
federal courts. The gate is thrown
open for individuals to file lawsuits
against any person they deem to be

participating in providing or help-
ing a person access an abortion.

It exposes not just doctors but
also health information provid-
ers and advisors, family members
of women, friends who drive a
woman to a clinic — essentially
anyone connected to facilitating a
woman’s right to make decisions
about her reproductive health,
including groups like Fund Texas
Choice — to legal liability. Any anti-
woman vigilante who succeeds in
their lawsuit will be rewarded with
a cash prize of $10,000, to be paid
from taxpayer money.

Pitman dragged Republican
lawmakers in Texas over the coals
for contriving such “an unprec-
edented and transparent statutory
scheme.”

His ruling is the first win for
women since the Supreme Court
last month allowed SB 8 to stand
by a 5-4 decision. With a right-wing
majority buffeted by three Trump-
named extremists, the ruling jus-
tices claimed their decision was

Keep it Jage

based on the failure of abortion
providers — the appellants in the
case — to meet the burden of proof
that a block on the Texas law was
merited.

Their unsigned order left open
the likelihood that the issue would
be revisited, however, as they said
it was “not based on any conclu-
sion about the constitutionality of
Texas’s law.”

Pitman, who was appointed by
former President Barack Obama,
said that while “other courts may
find a way to avoid this conclusion
is theirs to decide,” he would not
“sanction one more day of this
offensive deprivation of such an
important right.”

Republican officials in Texas
immediately announced they would
try to reverse Pitman’s decision
with an appeal to the 5th US Circuit
Court, which has been far friendlier
to repressive anti-abortion laws.
The likelihood of a state victory
there means abortion providers in
Texas are still hesitant to resume

legal and agcessible

services out of fear they will be
subject to more vigilante lawsuits
once SB 8 is back in effect.

Eventually, SB 8 is likely to
return to the Supreme Court for
a final determination of its con-
stitutionality. The court is already
scheduled to hear another abortion
case in December when Mississippi
will ask it to overturn Roe v. Wade.
Planned Parenthood estimates
that if that landmark 1973 ruling
is invalidated, as many as 26 states
will immediately and completely
ban abortions.

Almost 600 different abortion
restrictions have been introduced
by Republicans in statehouses
across the country in 2021 alone;
ninety have already become law.
The attacks on women’s health are
one component of the GOP’s effort
to energise its voter base ahead of
the 2022 and 2024 elections. Fresh
restrictions on voting rights are
another aspect of GOP strategy.
People’'s World &
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