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A WIN FOR FARMWORKERS
AS FWC RULES ON
MINIMUM WAGE

Workers and union organisers with
the United Workers Union (UWU)
and the Australian Workers Union
(AWU) are celebrating a massive win
following a decision of the Fair Work
Commission (FWC) to impose a minimum wage of $25.41/hour for farm
workers employed under the Horticulture Award. It marks a milestone
in a seven-year campaign to improve
conditions for workers, but the fight
is far from over.
It’s easy to focus on the piece rates
decision but it must be considered in its
broader context. While legal decisions help
put pressure on governments and employers to enact change to working conditions,
that pressure comes from many angles. The
FWC decision is one outcome of a sustained
eﬀort by workers and their unions to clean
up the horticulture industry.

THE FIGHT SO FAR
UWU began organising among farmworkers in 2015 to fight the exploitative
conditions under the Horticulture Award,
in an industry that was very poorly regulated. They have made significant progress
towards getting rid of cash contracting as
well as helping workers win back pay and
stand up for their rights to avoid continued
wage theft in the regions where they work.
The majority of farmworkers, around
eighty per cent, are migrant workers. So
far, government attempts to regulate and
improve the industry have often focused on
the backpackers and international students
who they see as bringing money into the
Australian economy. But backpackers and
students are not the majority of farmworkers.
More often, horticulture workers are
undocumented or have come to Australia
seeking asylum by both boat and plane. Many
workers in the industry are from Australia’s
close neighbours in southeast Asia as well
as refugee communities from Afghanistan,
Myanmar, and Sri Lanka.
Farmworkers are particularly vulnerable
to exploitation. For those who lack work
rights, it is more complicated for their union
to assist them when issues arise at work. In
the past, these issues have been compounded
by oversaturation in the industry. This kept
the demand for labour low and undercut
workers’ ability to bargain and negotiate with
their employers collectively. The pandemic
has helped to change that.
The reduction in short term, temporary
migrant workers in the industry has empowered workers to bargain and negotiate with
their employers more easily than when the
industry was oversaturated. The rhetoric
that “no one wants to work” hides the reality
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that workers are in a position to stand up
for their rights in a way that has not been
possible before.

A WIN FOR
FARMWORKERS
In this context, the FWC handed down
its decision on wages under the Horticulture
Award. The ruling inserted a wage floor into
the Award and eﬀectively turned the piecerate system into an incentive programme
ensuring that workers will now earn at least
$25.41 per hour.
Many workers in the industry are currently paid piece rates. The system is designed
with the intention that it would enable them
to earn more than the minimum wage. In
reality, bosses often use piece rates to underpay workers, with some workers earning as
little as $3 per hour.
In reaching its decision, the FWC found
that “The existing pieceworker provisions in
the horticulture award are not fit for purpose
[…] They do not provide a fair and relevant
minimum safety net. The full bench was
satisfied that the insertion of a minimum
wage floor with consequential time recording
provisions in the piecework clause is necessary to ensure that the horticulture award
achieves the modern awards objective.”
Employers were quick to assert that the
minimum wage would lead to a shortage of
available jobs and price hikes for fresh produce. The Commission rejected the argument
that amending the piece rate provisions would
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make workers less productive, calling that
possibility “inherently unlikely.”
The fearmongering around price hikes in
the industry is also likely to be unfounded.
The industry is controlled in large part by
the Australian Fresh Produce Alliance, a conglomerate of fourteen large companies that
control a significant amount of employment
in the horticulture industry, both directly
and indirectly. These are highly profitable
companies capable of absorbing the cost of
paying decent wages.
Any price hikes would be a deliberate
choice on the part of employers to increase
profits, not a necessary cost of doing business. Unions will have their work cut out to
ensure these new conditions are enforced
and workers do not pay the price for employers’ greed.

WHAT NEXT FOR
FARMWORKERS?
The Horticulture industry cannot be
painted with a broad brush. Seasonal workers on piece rates are just one aspect of an
industry that spans the entire country. So,
while the piece rates decision is a step in the
right direction, it isn’t the end of the road.
Unions have taken a creative approach
to organising in the industry, particularly
around job security. This is not as simple
an issue as fighting for permanent contracts.
It is also about attempting to create pathways to ongoing employment in Australia
and lobbying for work visas to have inbuilt
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protections for workers so that people can
join their union.
However, the piece rates decision is
unlikely to significantly change UWU’s
strategy for organising in the horticulture
industry. As UWU National Organiser for
the farmworkers’ campaign, Tim Nelthorpe
stated, “Organising an unorganised industry
takes generations and winning improvements
to the award is usually the result of upward
pressure from an organised workforce. The
piece rate win has come after sustained pressure to change the status quo from ununionised farmworkers.
“This win will help improve things for
workers but the day to day work we have
done in creating permanent jobs, improving
wages site by site and finding a pathway for
those on temporary visas to have a right to
return each season have only come through
an active membership base who have built
structures on their sites and across their
growing regions. This work is never finished
and we will continue to build on our work
day by day, site by site, region by region.”
With a growing and active membership
base, there will always be more work to be
done to tackle the endemic problems in the
industry. Putting pressure on governments
to enact reforms to wages, conditions and
visas are just one part of the puzzle. The real
challenge is creating a culture where workers
are empowered to respond to exploitation
when it arises. 

10
Terrorist unit targets
independent journalists

Why Pacific Islanders
hate nuclear and AUKUS

2

Guardian

15th November, 2021

Guardian
Issue 1987

15th November, 2021

THE REVOLUTION
LIVES ON
The 7th November marked the 104th anniversary of the Great October Socialist Revolution.
While the February bourgeois Revolution removed
the tsar, the October Revolution served as the
impetus for the workers to take power and deliver
a workers’ government for the first time in world
history.
While the Russian Revolution itself extended
just over six years, it was the fruition of decades of work by the Bolsheviks, led by Vladimir
Lenin. In this period, sometimes spent in exile,
sometimes spent with comrades, Lenin and the
Bolsheviks worked tirelessly to educate and organise the workers’ and share their vision with
other revolutionaries.
It is perhaps fitting, then, that we turn to one
of Lenin’s most famous phrases that “[t]here are
decades where nothing happens, and there are
weeks where decades happen.” And, while it is
always enticing to turn to the most exciting aspects of the October Revolution, it is important
that we note that there were thousands of hours
spent doing unrecognised work.
And, it is in this situation where we find ourselves today. It is essential to acknowledge that we
are not on the precipice of revolution but rather
in a period of rebuilding that requires dedicated
eﬀort in our tasks. It is a reality that much of
the work we do today will go unnoticed for years
to come. However, this should not deter us as
the tasks ahead are diﬃcult. Not only must we
build our Party, but we must strive to build class
consciousness among the working class – tasks
that require serious engagement with the masses.
Our dedication in this period should only serve
to strengthen our resolve when larger challenges
confront us as a result of our successes. In the
immediate future, we need to work together, assess the situation confronting us in each area,
and work collectively on how we build our Party
and win over workers. Our next set of tasks will
reveal itself when this work is done.
Thus, we should not only celebrate the October
Revolution as a historic victory for the working
class. We should recognise it for what it is: the
eﬀort of heroic revolutionaries – many of who
remain nameless, and all of whom spent countless hours – who wrote, spoke, protested, and
even sacrificed their lives in the struggle for the
working class and peasants to take control and
liberate themselves from the shackles of their
oppressors.
Comrades! The celebration of the October
Revolution is a reminder to us all of the diﬃcult
and long struggle that lies ahead for the working class to achieve victory, to gain its freedom
from capitalist rule. If we are to take the bull,
known as opportunity, by the horns, we must
make more concerted interventions in the labour
movement. We must also find ourselves involved
on the streets, whether fighting for better action
on climate change, Indigenous struggle, or peace.
The October Revolution is a guiding light, a
beacon we use to illuminate the halls of our future
as we move forward in the fight for our socialist
victory, our October Revolution.

Comrades from NSW attending the Climate Action Rally (06/11/2021)

14th National Congress Special Appeal
From 25-27 February 2022, elected delegates representing Communist Party organisations from all over
Australia will gather in Sydney for the 14th National Congress of the Party, COVID restrictions permitting.
In the lead-up to the Congress, Party members have been discussing and submitting amendments to a draft
Political Resolution. At Congress delegates will review the work of the Party and look to its future tasks.
Congress will elect a new Central Committee to lead the work of the Party until the next National Congress.
The CPA has launched a Special Appeal to help defray the costs associated with holding a National
Congress. We are appealing to Party members and organisations, all friends and supporters of the Party and
Guardian readers to help fulfill our $10,000 target as soon as possible.
To contribute, please fill in the form below or write your details on a separate piece of paper to send with
your contribution.
All contributions will be acknowledged in the Guardian, with the names of contributors unless otherwise
requested. We look forward to your support for this important occasion.

(Name) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ contributes $ _ _ _ _ _ to the above Appeal.
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash for that amount (made out to “CPA”).
Payment may also be made by Credit Card by filling the information below:
Credit Card minimum $20  Visa or  Mastercard
Name on the card _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Signature _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Support the Guardian
by donating to Press Fund

Card # ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
Expiry Date ___ ___ / ___ ___
I  agree/  disagree with having my name published in the Guardian
in acknowledgement of my contribution.
Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 or phone through on 02 9699 8844.
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COP26: COLONIAL PLUNDER
Anna Pha
As the COP26 climate change meeting
in Glasgow entered its second week, the
divide between developing and developed countries and their colonial history has been laid bare. Historically,
developed countries, the driving force
of climate change as the beneficiaries
of the great wealth brought about by
the industrial revolution and colonial
plunder, will not acknowledge their
financial responsibilities or make necessary pledges to cut greenhouse gas
emissions.
The refusal of western countries to carry
the greater part of the cost to cut emissions
would be another form of colonial oppression,
imposed upon developing nations.
In a statement the representative from
Bolivia said: “There is a history of broken
promises and unfulfilled commitments by the
developed countries, which has a very strong
bearing on where we are at today in terms of
temperature increase and its impacts. And,
Science recognises this.
“Those who advocate for science cannot
just look at the future and ignore the past.
The two are interlinked. Our [developing]
countries are undertaking ambitious climate action, in addition to addressing challenges of eradicating poverty and developing
sustainably.
“The principles of equity and common
but diﬀerentiated responsibilities are nonnegotiable for us. As we go into week two,
we urge our partners to negotiate in good
faith, and stick to mandates. We owe it to the
thousands who have gathered here amidst
a pandemic in hope.
“We cannot fail them. I urge my developed country partners to not be a roadblock
to their hope.”
The words of western leaders on the first
two days of the Summit have so far not been
matched by the necessary political and financial commitments to keep global warming
below the necessary 1.5°C.
Their pledges to reduce greenhouse
gas emissions by 2030, known as nationally determined contributions (NDCs), are
inadequate. The recent report by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change on
the science of climate change made it clear
that developed countries must decarbonise
within the next decade. 2050 will be too late.
Many countries have increased their
original NDCs considering the urgency, but
not Australia which remains a laggard on
climate change, refusing to increase its 26-28
per cent reduction on 2005 levels by 2030.
Instead, the government plans to expand
coal and gas production. The net-zero target
of 2050 is too little too late and is still to be
backed by any concrete plans. Prime Minister
Scott Morrison is leaving it to the “market
gods” (his big business mates) and states.

INTERNATIONAL PARIAH
Australia stands out as an international
pariah, even refusing to enter into non-binding agreements for methane gas reductions
and deforestation. Yet Australia is the second
largest per capita producer of emissions.
The overwhelming majority of countries

Historically, developed countries, the driving force
of climate change as the beneficiaries of the great
wealth brought about by the industrial revolution
and colonial plunder, will not acknowledge their
financial responsibilities or make necessary
pledges to cut greenhouse gas emissions.
have accepted the necessity of phasing out
coal and gas as quickly as possible and
ending subsidies to the fossil fuel industry.
The Australian government’s policy, on the
other hand, is to continue handing out multibillion dollars in subsidies to the fossil fuel
companies and promote the opening of new
coal mines and expansion of gas.
Australia’s pavilion at Glasgow even
promoted gas giant Santos!
“Australia’s target of net zero emissions
by 2050 is inconsistent with its plans to
massively expand coal and gas production.
New fossil fuel projects under development
in Australia would result in 1.7 billion tonnes
of greenhouse gas emissions each year –
equivalent annual emissions of over 200
coal-fired power stations, twice as much as
global aviation.” (The Australia Institute)
The Australian government should be
redirecting fossil fuel subsidies to a just
transition with the development of renewable
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energy sources and the retraining and redeployment of workers.

POOR COUNTRIES
HIT HARDEST
The frustration of developing countries
is palpable as developed countries attempt
to throw oﬀ their financial responsibilities.
In line with the UN Framework Convention for Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the
Paris Agreement, they are obliged to provide
financial support for developing countries. All
developing countries are eligible to receive
this funding.
The UNFCCC, which underpins the Kyoto
and Paris Agreements as well as the Glasgow
Summit, was adopted in 1993 at the Rio Earth
Summit. It focused on a green economy in
the context of sustainable development,
equity, and poverty eradication.
The first Principle of Article 3 states:
“The Parties should protect the climate
system for the benefit of present and
future generations of humankind, on the
basis of equity and in accordance with
their common but diﬀerentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities.
“Accordingly, the developed country Parties
should take the lead in combating climate
change and the adverse eﬀects thereof.”
(unfccc.int)
Developing countries are the most
severely impacted by climate change and are
poorest equipped financially and technologically to mitigate climate change. They face
huge costs for adapting to current or expected
climate change and to make a just transition
to renewable energy. Representatives from
developing countries reported on the devastating impact that climate change is already
having on their lands, oceans, and means of
existence. Pacific island nations have their
very existence threatened by rising sea levels.

FINANCE CRITICAL
One of the issues being negotiated is a
new financial pledge from developed countries. The previous goal was set under the
Convention at an annual US$100 billion per
annum in contributions by the year 2020.
This was not met, and is not expected to be
achieved until 2023 or 2024.
Developed countries are now attempting to run roughshod over the Convention
and Paris Agreement by refusing to take
on additional pledges as required over and
above an ongoing $100 billion per annum.
Already highly indebted developing countries are seeking grants, not loans. COVID
has only added to their economic woes. The
servicing of these debts is crippling their
economies and takes away much needed
funding for social development. Additional
loans to address climate change would only
further hinder their development and wellbeing of the peoples.
Russia, India, and China have been singled out by politically motivated leaders of
some western countries as not moving fast
enough. India and China, recognised under
the Convention as developing countries, are
not expected to do the heavy lifting. China
is moving swiftly in poverty alleviation and
towards peak emissions, while India can
hardly be categorised as developed.
Developing countries are also asking for
additional funding beyond that for adaptation to address damage and loss arising
from climate change. At the time of writing
developed countries had not agreed.
Outside the conference venue, 150,000
protesters from a range of environmental,
social justice, unions, political, church, and
other organisations took to the streets of
Glasgow as part of a global day of action,
all calling for swift and decisive action. 
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(DIS)RESPECT YOUR ELDERS:
AUSTRALIA’S GROWING
NEGLIGENCE OF THE ELDERLY
Valentin Cartillier
The NSW Ageing and Disability Commission (ADC) has released a new
report showing that rates of elder
abuse and neglect have been rising during the lockdowns in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic. The report also
showed a similar increase for vulnerable adults, particularly for people with
disabilities. While Victoria does not
have an equivalent Commission which
deals with both ageing and disabilities,
the latest report from the Disabilities
Service Commission (DSC) showed a
similar rise in abuse towards people
with disabilities from carers, either
professional or familial. Given these
figures, it is safe to assume that these
rates would be consistent across the
rest of the country.
The ADC report identifies several diﬀerent, though not mutually exclusive, forms of
abuse. These include financial and physical
abuse, alongside neglect, and psychological
abuse, being the most common form. It states
that these problems have been exacerbated
by the pandemic with increased carer stress
from increased burden on the healthcare
system, financial pressure, disrupted family
relations, particularly in terms of being able
to visit, and the added diﬃculties of accessing
in-home support and services. This has created a situation of increased social isolation
and neglect for the elderly which in turn can
fuel these abusive behaviours.
This is a problem that largely aﬀects
elderly women, with the report stating that,
“From the start of the ADC, most reports
have been about alleged abuse, neglect and
exploitation of women. In 2020-21, the
adults in 63.3 per cent of the 3,566 reports
to the ADC were female, including 65.7 per
cent of reports about older people (1,824),
and 55 per cent of reports about adults with
disability.”

Legal Aid NSW has linked these high
rates of elder abuse with the rising cost and
increasing inaccessibility of housing for
younger generations, calling it “inheritance
impatience.” This impatience can take many
forms, from children wanting access to their
parent(s)’ pension payment all the way up to
manipulating them into signing their houses
over. The legal service also pointed out that
the pandemic has caused many children to
move back in with their parents after having
lost their job or facing financial diﬃculties.
This situation has naturally created a state
of heightened stress as peoples’ livelihoods
are thrust into an increasingly precarious
situation, dragging younger generations
further and further away from being able

to enter into an already diﬃcult housing
market. There are a number of ways this
problem can be addressed.
While serious investment in better quality
and more accessible public and community
housing is more desirable, there are immediate reforms the government could enact
to make the housing market more accessible. In the Netherlands if you don’t have
enough savings to aﬀord the ten per cent
deposit, a third party or your bank can be
your guarantor for a fee of just one per cent
of the deposit amount. You are still assessed
on your income and ability to pay oﬀ the
mortgage but nevertheless this provides
much greater access for people to be able
to buy their own house.

Housing inaccessibility is an old problem, predating the pandemic, with years
of government mismanagement and stagnating wages increasingly forcing younger
generations out of the market. This in turn
is increasingly destroying familial relations
over questions of money, further ingraining
these cycles of elder abuse. Proper federal
and state regulation of the housing market
alongside proper financial support would be
a small but necessary step towards ensuring Australia’s elderly population get the
respect and dignity they deserve, and that
younger Australians get the housing security
they need. 

URGENT ACTION NEEDED TO RESCUE
AUSTRALIAN JOURNALISM
Media, Entertainment & Arts Alliance (MEAA) Statement
A new study pointing to a crisis
in Australian public interest
journalism demands urgent
government action to safeguard our democracy.
The union for Australia’s journalists, the MEAA, said Australian
journalism is in crisis after years
of disruption, undermining and
neglect, and swift action is needed
to halt the decline.
MEAA commissioned the
Centre for Future Work at The Australia Institute to prepare the report,
The Future of Work in Journalism,
to examine the state of Australian
journalism and to develop recommendations that could be used to
address the serious decline in public
interest journalism that has taken
place over the past decade.
The report says journalism is a
“public good” that can only be sustained by a dramatic renovation of
government supports, including:
• a new $250 million fund to
sustain journalism
• expanded funding for public
media organisations

• rebates (refundable tax
credits) for the employment of
journalists
• tax concessions for consumers
of news media
• a stronger Mandatory
News Bargaining Code with
dedicated funding for small
and new media.
MEAA Media federal president
Marcus Strom said: “It’s abundantly clear that the slow erosion
of Australia’s media industry over
many years has taken its toll on
public interest journalism. As
this study shows, failure to take
dramatic steps now places our
democracy at risk.”
He said the crisis was most stark
in the disappearance of dozens of
outlets and hundreds of jobs from
regional, rural and community
media in the past few years.
The Australia Institute’s study
reveals that the number of journalists has fallen dramatically over
the past decade; that decline will
continue without eﬀective policy
and regulatory changes. Eﬀorts

to support journalism have, to
date, been inadequate and poorly
targeted.
Media workers have delivered
massive productivity gains in an
environment of ongoing costcutting, but have been “rewarded”
by stagnant wages, and ongoing
restructuring and shifts into freelance and casual work, which now
make up about one-third of the
media workforce. A significant
and unacceptable gender pay gap
persists above the national industry average.
The report highlights the
upheaval caused to the Australian
media ecosystem by the arrival and
rise of digital platforms.
The government’s response,
the News Media and Digital Platforms Bargaining Code, has not
achieved the rebalance needed
to promote public interest journalism. The report recommends
the deals struck under the Code
be disclosed and that dedicated
funding be provided to the smallto-medium media sector, which has

been treated with contempt by the
major digital players.
Among the other remedies recommended in the report, MEAA
supports calls for certainty around
and restoration of the funding of
public media including the national
broadcasters ABC and SBS; and
expansion of the government’s
existing Public Interest News Gathering program to include all classes
of journalism, including freelancers,
and media content production. The
amount of support needed has been
estimated at $250 million a year.
“This storm has been coming
for many years,” Strom said.
“The media industry has been
savaged. Thousands of journalism jobs have been lost. Print and
broadcast media have all been hurt:
mastheads have closed, networks
have been cut back.
“Local community and regional
reporting has, in many places, disappeared altogether. The number
of media players has been reduced
to a handful of very powerful players, and that power concentrated

in the hands of a few reduces the
variety of voices and choices for
Australians.
“The News Media Bargaining
Code oﬀers a partial remedy to the
revenue losses by Australian media,
but the big digital platforms have
cynically avoided regulation under
the Code by promising to do ‘just
enough’. Outside the code they
are showing their ‘just enough’ is
wholly inadequate with not only
small publishers missing out, but
SBS and The Conversation being
excluded.
“Public interest journalism
is a public good. It informs and
entertains Australians, ensures the
public’s right to know and holds
the powerful to account. If we want
that to continue, then there is no
time to waste to address the many
challenges facing those working in
journalism and the entire media
industry.” 
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TERRORIST UNIT TARGETS
INDEPENDENT JOURNALISTS
Casey Davidson
In the wake of friendlyjordies
journalist Jordan Shanks’ settlement with former National
Party leader and NSW Deputy Premier Giovanni “John”
Barilaro this week, many Australians are concerned about
the way the Fixated Persons
Unit (FPU) is utilising NSW
law against terrorism to target independent journalists.
Shanks has been successful
this week in settling his defamation case brought against
him by Barilaro for releasing
videos that defamed Barilaro
and made fun of his Italian heritage, although they were based
around highlighting many of
Barilaro’s questionable political actions. Shanks’ producer,
Kristo Langker was also targeted by Barilaro in June, where
he was arrested by two FPU
police oﬃcers in his family
home on grounds of stalking or
intimidation, after approaching Barilaro with a video camera twice. Shanks and Langker
are fighting against this misuse of power in the courts and
police force, which could set
the precedent for other independent journalists in Australia being more protected.
The FPU was set up in the wake
of the Martin Place Lindt Cafe Seige
of 2014 as a a joint initiative of NSW
Police Force Counter Terrorism,
Special Tactics Command, and
NSW Health. The purpose of the
force is to “decide on the actions
required to manage a fixed person,
where they pose a threat to the
safety of an individual or section
of the community” in eﬀorts to
counter terrorism. It is a disgrace
that this unit would be used to
target independent journalists who

have purely approached a politician
with a camera to question them or
make them uncomfortable about
their political actions which have
a multitude of eﬀects for working
class people and the environment.
Barilaro, as well as two police
oﬃcers who made the arrest on
Langker have embarrassed themselves in this blatant corruption,
as Shanks has continued to expose
on his Youtube channel. Langker

approached Barilaro when speaking publicly at Macquarie University, and at his car on another day
when he was leaving a funeral. The
day of the funeral where Langker approached Barilaro, he was
arrested aggressively in his home by
two FPU police oﬃcers on grounds
of stalk/intimidation to cause fear
of physical or mental harm. Langker described how his “mum and
girlfriend were assaulted by NSW
terror police who invaded [his]
home after they shackled [him]
on the ground outside” leaving his
mother and partner traumatised. It
is clear that Barilaro was demonstrating his power over the police
force, particularly the FPU.
While it is never acceptable
to genuinely stalk or intimidate
people, or discriminate against
people’s heritage, the facts of this
situation must be understood.
The FPU used a policy which was
put forward to counter terrorism,
and has instead been used against
independent journalists. Langker
pleads not guilty and is planning
to go to trial next year.
The Australian public and
media have expressed dissatisfaction for the way that Barilaro and
the FPU have used their position,
and have a right to fight against
the ways leading politicians using
dirty tactics to silence independent

journalists. Hopefully with the
struggle that both Shanks and
Langker continue to fight this corruption, there is hope for other
dissident journalists to have their
voices heard without professional
or personal attacks by corrupt
individuals with power.
This does not mean that all of
Shanks’ work has been done with
the most appropriate methods. As
a YouTube satirist, he also referred
to Barilaro as “bruz” in an Italian
accent, which Barilaro described
as “deeply oﬀensive” and “racist”.
Shanks also compared him to Super
Mario, mimicked him in an Italian
accent, referred to him as “a ball
of grease,” and fat-shamed him.
In other videos, he has expressed
transphobic and anti-unemployed
views which has caused understandable discontent in several communities. Working class people should
remain mindful of these insensitive
remarks and urge Shanks towards a
more professional level of journalism with more sophisticated levels
of comedy production.
With these clear concerns
pointed out, it is still important that
wins like the settlement between
Shanks and Barilaro are celebrated,
not only for independent journalists, but whistleblowers like Julian
Assange or David McBride, who
have brought serious government

crimes to the forefront. Currently,
Australia’s Assange sits in a British
prison awaiting extradition to the
US, purely for exposing US war
crimes in the Middle East. Australia’s McBride also awaits trial for
exposing war crimes of Australian
SAS soldiers in Afghanistan. It is
essential that the Australian public
are exposed to the crimes of soldiers
who Australian taxpayers fund, to
make more ethical decisions, and
for how Australia can maintain
diplomatic relations globally.
It is also imperative that Australians take notice of organisations being created in the wake of
terrorism or crises. There should
be close attention paid to the
political decisions that are made
in their wake, and how they could
be weaponised against journalists
and the working class.
As much as Shanks represents
as a Labor-aligned presenter, it
is imperative that voices aligned
against the shackles of the Liberal
Party agenda are heard. Through
a well-fought battle with the Liberal Party whose interests along
with Murdoch aligned only with
the ruling class and their interests,
there is hope that independent
journalists can speak to empower
the working class to realise their
true potential. 

Something to say?

Write to the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au
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19TH CPC CENTRAL CO
SIXTH PLENARY SESSION, TO T
Yang Sheng and Cao Siqi
The sixth plenary session of the 19th
Central Committee of the Communist
Party of China (CPC) kicked oﬀ on
Monday, 8th November. Xi Jinping,
general secretary of the CPC Central
Committee, delivered a work report
on behalf of the Political Bureau of
the CPC Central Committee and made
explanations on a draft resolution on
the major achievements and historical experience of the CPC’s 100 years
of endeavours. The sixth plenary session will conclude on Thursday.

The document is set to look back at key
events in the Party’s 100-year history, reinforce unity among the Party and strengthen
the authority and leadership of the CPC Central Committee with Xi at its core, as well as
determine the Party’s direction for the next
few decades, said Chinese political analysts.
The People’s Daily published a poster
on its WeChat public account Sunday outlining the significance of the sixth plenary
session, and stating that the resolution will
answer two key questions – “Why were we
successful in the past? How can we continue
to succeed in the future?”
These are quotes from the keynote speech

made by Xi on the 1st of July at the ceremony
marking the centenary of the CPC held at
Tian’anmen square. In the speech, Xi said
“Looking back on the Party’s 100-year history, we can see why we were successful in
the past and how we can continue to succeed
in the future. This will ensure that we act
with greater resolve and purpose in staying
true to our founding mission and pursuing
a better future on the new journey that lies
before us.”
Chinese experts on the Party’s history
and politics said that the timing of the sixth
plenary session of the 19th CPC Central
Committee is crucial as it’s the Party’s first
major political event after its 100th founding
anniversary, and the resolution that will be
tabled at this historic juncture will have a
profound eﬀect on China and even the world.
The CPC plans to achieve national rejuvenation through two goals, known as “two
centenaries.” Over the past nine years, “as
the Party’s most senior leader, Xi has led
the country in completing the first step (the
realisation of a moderately prosperous society in all respects), and chaired the design
of the second step of this historic plan,”
the Xinhua News Agency said in an article
titled “Xi Jinping, the man who leads CPC
on new journey.”
To realise the second step of national
rejuvenation, “First, socialist modernisation
should be ‘basically realised’ by 2035, and
second, China should be built into a great
modern socialist country that is prosperous,
strong, democratic, culturally advanced,
harmonious, and beautiful by the middle
of the 21st century, which will be around
the centenary of the PRC” in 2049, Xinhua
said in the article.
After realising a moderately prosperous society in all respects this year, China
is ready to launch another sprint toward
its historic goal of rejuvenation, and at this
point, experts said that the Chinese people
have the highest confidence and approval in
the past 100 years in both China’s political
system and Chinese history and traditional
culture.
This has especially been the case in recent
years, with the country’s successful handling
of the COVID-19 pandemic, dealing with a
series of provocations and oﬀensives unilaterally launched by the US in the fields of
trade, geopolitics and high-tech, and after
witnessing the poor performance of major
Western countries in handling global challenges and internal problems, Chinese people’s confidence, patriotism, and especially
approval of the CPC, are at their highest
point, said observers.
This makes it an ideal opportunity for the
CPC to conduct a grand review to objectively,
honestly and broadly sum up its 100-year
history, said analysts.

THIRD “RESOLUTION
ON HISTORY”
The most anticipated part might be the
period after the reform and opening-up,
which kicked oﬀ in 1978, as the two resolutions in 1945 and 1981 already summed up
previous parts of CPC’s history, so the new
resolution won’t change the previous contents and conclusions, said Wu Xinwen, a
professor and expert on Marxism at Fudan
University in Shanghai.
In the 100-year history of the CPC, there
have been two “resolutions on history” with
the first – the Resolution on Certain Issues
in the History of the CPC – issued in April
1945, four years before the founding of the
People’s Republic of China (PRC) in 1949
and a few months ahead of victory in the War
of Resistance against Japanese Aggression
(1931-45), as well as World War II. It was
issued by the Party under the leadership of
the central committee with Mao Zedong at
its core.
The second such pivotal document – The
Resolution on Certain Questions in the History of the CPC Since the Founding of the
People’s Republic of China – was issued in
1981, about three years after the beginning of
reform and opening-up and five years after
the end of the Cultural Revolution in 1976.
Wang Junwei, a research fellow at the
Institute of Party History and Literature of
the CPC Central Committee, said that the two
documents in the past have had profound and
long-term eﬀects on “unifying the thoughts
and concentrating the strengths of the whole
Party,” and “this is what we expect from the
sixth plenary session of the 19th CPC Central
Committee.”
“The third resolution is highly anticipated as it is crucial for the Party to reach a
consensus on important historical questions
and to inspire its members to forge ahead,”
said Yang Xuedong, a professor of political
science at Tsinghua University.

UNIFY THE PARTY,
GUIDE THE FUTURE
“In the long-term fight against both Leftist
and Rightist tendencies,” the Party made its
position clear in the first resolution in 1945
and the second one in 1981. “The two resolutions document grave problems and mistakes
in the history of the Party. They analyse the
root causes and draw objective conclusions
regarding important historical events and
figures. In this way, the whole Party has
come to a clear consensus on its past and
thus grown stronger in unity,” according to
The CPC: Its Mission and Contributions, a
publication released by the Publicity Department of the CPC Central Committee on the
26th of August.
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OMMITTEE KICKS OFF
TABLE LANDMARK RESOLUTION
Wu told the Global Times on Sunday
that the first one in 1945 sought to sum up
the experiences of revolution, and to sum
up the lessons that should be learned from
the failures in fighting the KMT, Japanese
aggressors and other enemies, as well as a
series of internal problems, such as Leftist and
Rightist tendencies that caused tragedies for
the CPC since the Party’s founding in 1921.
“It paved the way for the 7th CPC National
Congress, which was held in April 1945, the
same month that the resolution was passed.”
The second resolution in 1981 was to sum
up the experiences of the “first thirty years”
of the PRC, and to “find out the rights and
wrongs” of governance from 1949 to 1981,
bring a clear conclusion to the Cultural Revolution and guide direction for the reform and
opening-up, and pave the way for the 12th
CPC National Congress, which was held in
1982, Wu noted.
“The third one will be similar in its significance and functions – to have a clear
and authoritative conclusion on a series of
questions or issues in history, and pave the
way for the 20th CPC National Congress
next year,” Wu said, adding that this one
will cover more content compared to the
previous two, as it aims to review and sum
up the Party’s 100-year history.
The previous two resolutions in 1945
and 1981 focused on solving question about
the Party’s line, to correct the mistakes
caused by Leftist or Rightist tendency and
unify the thoughts among Party members,
and the third one is to reinforce the line
which has been proved correct already,
said analysts.
Wu noted that due to the change and
development of the internal and external
situations, there still have been some other
voices or unnecessary debates on some specific questions, and this time, the CPC will
take the chance to make clear and reaﬃrm
on some points and principles, to prove the
maturity of the path that has already been
selected.
“No matter how correct and mature the
line is, there will always be questions and
discussions within or outside the Party from
time to time, so the CPC needs to continually
strengthen the narrative and to give authoritative conclusion on certain questions to keep
pace with the times,” he said.
The world is experiencing a profound
change which has not been seen in the past
century, and the challenges that the CPC and
China are facing are also unprecedented, and
as the previous two resolutions have already
summed up the history from 1921 to 1981, the
third one needs to focus on the era after the
reform and opening-up, which more directly
aﬀects the present and is more significant
in guiding the CPC in fixing problems and
overcoming challenges, said analysts.

Yang said the sixth plenary session usually
focuses on ideology, Party building and the
Party’s style of work, and he predicted that
this session would bring about important
consensus on major problems and questions related to the policies of the reform
and opening-up.
Wu said that China is currently facing
very special challenges in this era. “Internally, it’s just as the report of the 19th CPC
National Congress said: there is a contradiction between unbalanced and inadequate
development and the people’s ever-growing
needs for a better life; externally, we are
facing increasing suppressions from the
West, especially the US.”
The third “resolution on history” will not
just bring a conclusion to certain questions
of history, but also find answers for the CPC
to resolve and overcome new challenges, to
find out the key that made the Party win the
hard struggles in the past, and to give direction to the Party in the new stage of history,
said experts.
Global Times 
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SOLIDARITY WITH CUBA
The working group of the International Meeting of
Workers’ and Communist Parties Statement
¡No pasarán!
The Cuban Revolution, whose
62nd anniversary is approaching, is a milestone in the history of class struggles. The Cuban
people fighting for independence, equality, freedom and justice have achieved all the above
under the banner of socialism
and revolution.
Despite the grave consequences of
years of imperialist blockade, the revolution has enabled the young generations of Cubans to fully enjoy the right
to education, health, science, culture,
art and sports, and live a dignified and
honourable life in all its dimensions.
Thousands of Cubans, acting under the
guidance of internationalism, rushing
to the aid of the poor and trying to
heal the sick, have become the pride
of humanity.
It is precisely for this reason that
capitalist barbarism and its current
stronghold, the USA, cannot tolerate
the existence of such a country a few
miles away from it. This is why it has
not ceased to attack Cuba for decades.
With the help of reactionary collaborators in the USA, all sorts of direct
and indirect attacks were launched
in an attempt to bring the Revolution
to its knees. Despite the fact that they
were defeated and its conspiracies
were uncovered, the US government
continued its attacks without the
slightest shame. A country such as the
USA, which cannot heal the wounds
of its own people, where thousands of
homeless cannot find shelter, where
people experience power cuts for days,
and where people of colour continue
to receive death threats, should not
try to teach the world a “lesson in
democracy.”
The subversive actions of the
counter-revolutionaries, the internal
enemies of the revolution and their

foreign supporters, are now continuing in a diﬀerent form. Following the
so-called protest demonstrations of
11th July, which turned out to be a
plot against the state and its leadership, these elements have announced
that they are preparing for another
demonstration.
We know the real intentions of
the so-called protest demonstrations,
which were planned for 15th November. By these entirely US-sponsored
actions, they seek to destabilise the
country and thus pave the way for an
intervention against the state. Neither
the Cuban people nor the revolutionaries of the world will tolerate this plot.
As Communist and Workers’ Parties that form the Working Group of the
International Meeting of Communist
and Workers’ Parties (IMCWP), we
demand an immediate end to the US
blockade against Cuba and express our
internationalist solidarity with the CP
of Cuba and the Cuban people.
We declare that we are against any
kind of intervention, coup and sabotage attempts, or “soft coup” against
Cuba. All those pursuing these goals
should know that sooner or later they
will fail. The Cuban people will never
surrender, they will never allow the
Revolution and the Socialist Republic they created with their sweat and
blood to fall to the hands of reactionaries. Communists and friends of Cuba
from all over the world will stand by
the honourable people of this island.
In this connection, we call on all
Communist and Workers’ Parties to
take up the call of the Communist
Party of Cuba for solidarity actions
on the 12-15 of November.
¡No pasarán!
¡Patria o Muerte!
¡Venceremos!

CP OF THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION:
104TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE GREAT
OCTOBER SOCIALIST REVOLUTION
Statement by the Communist Party of the Russian Federation
104 years have passed since Russian
proletariat and peasantry led by Lenin’s Bolshevik party took power and
laid the foundations of the first socialist country in the world – the USSR.
October Victory appeared to be the
real breakthrough towards socialism, the
only authentic fair system in the world. It
opened a new era of revolutionary renewal
of the world, its transition from capitalism
to socialism.
The Soviet experience has vividly demonstrated the basic advantages of socialism for the working people along with the
unique system of social guarantees created in the USSR.
Thanks to the October Socialist Revolution and the Soviet state new generations have grown up being unaware of
hunger and poverty, pandemics and
unemployment, along with huge social
stratification.
The most progressive model of healthcare which was created in the USSR made
it possible to cope with such problems as
mass epidemics and infectious diseases,
the lack of qualified medical personnel

and high-quality medicines in the shortest
possible time.
Education and health care have
become an integral social good, accessible to everyone. A social good, not a
service provided depending on the level of
income.
The Soviet free education available to
all citizens is still recognised as the most
fundamental in the world.
The economic system of socialism also
proved its eﬃciency and superiority over
its capitalist counterpart. It provided a
rapid qualitative transition from semifeudal relations to industrialisation, carried the burdens of the WW2 and helped
to defeat German Nazism, cultivated the
virgin land and brought humanity into
space.
Ongoing social transformations in the
USSR resulted in the creation of a new
historical community named the Soviet
people which became an example for all
nations fighting for independence.
The Great October has drastically
changed the entire planet. It became the
banner for these who were building a new

society, an inspiring example of struggle
against capitalist oppression.
So far, the October Revolution was a
source of a powerful impetus to the world
revolutionary process in most of the countries. It has launched worldwide national
liberation struggles. Inspired with the
Soviet example a good deal of countries
chose the socialist path of development.
The world colonial system collapsed.
The October Revolution made it possible to bring to life the great human idea
of social justice. It had created a society
based on common humanity, friendship and international solidarity. Under
the impact of the Soviet Union the whole
world became much more humane, democratic and fair.
The collapse of the Soviet Union
turned out to be a real tragedy for progressive people.
Modern capitalism once again has
demonstrated its unhuman nature plunging the world into an ever more acute
socio-economic crisis. Living standards of
millions of people worldwide have been
continuously falling following non-stop

attacks on the most essential rights of proletariat. Aggressive actions of the imperialist forces cause great tension in various
regions of the world.
The USA and its allies interfere with
the internal politics of various states in the
world in the crudest manner. Along with
that they keep on supporting reactionary
neo-fascist and religious extremist groups
using them as an arm against progressive
governments.
In such an uneasy situation communist and workers parties must strengthen
the front of resistance to imperialist
expansion and oppose interference in the
internal aﬀairs of nations as well as to the
aggressive NATO policy.
The historic argument between capitalism and socialism has not come to the
end with the collapse of the USSR.
Our strength is in our unity!
The cause of the Great October lives
on.
Socialism will triumph.
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US BANS COMMUNIST
JOURNALIST FROM TRAVELLING
TO NICARAGUA FOR ELECTIONS
Steve Sweeney
“Are you or have you ever been a
member of the Communist Party?”
US authorities infamously asked those
entering the country during the Cold
War. Nowadays, the questions may
have changed, but the intention is the
same – to keep out undesirables.
It seems that I am one of those undesirables – as well as a Communist – finding
myself banned from transiting through the
US on my way to Nicaragua. “Travel unauthorised,” my ESTA application rejection
email said. ESTA is the Electronic System
for Travel Authorization, the pre-travel form
required of all foreign nationals entering the
United States from countries listed on the
US’ Visa Waiver Program. They don’t tell
you why you’re rejected.
But I wear my US ban as a badge of
pride, slightly amused that the world’s biggest imperialist power somehow sees me,
the international editor of a socialist daily
newspaper in Britain [Morning Star], as a
threat. There’s also an irony in blocking a
journalist trying to get to Nicaragua to report
on the elections there – when the US makes
such a hue and cry about press freedom in
that country.
What’s more surprising is I’m writing
from Mexico City airport where I’ve been
held since Friday evening on 5th November. I expected to arrive in the Nicaraguan
capital Managua Monday morning, with
meetings planned, including with the head
of the country’s electoral board.
But by chance, two others being held
here are Nicaraguan, making their way
back for the weekend. Nec, who introduces
himself as a businessman in perfect English
is heading to Managua to sort out “payroll
issues,” while Francisco has been visiting
family in Spain.
Neither were in any doubt about who
would win Nicaragua’s elections. To them,
it was a foregone conclusion that Daniel
Ortega and the Sandinistas would score a
comfortable victory.
Ortega’s won and the numbers look good
for his party in the legislative vote as well.

Polls showed the Sandinista National Liberation Front having a decisive lead.
“He [Ortega] is a good president,” Nec
tells me, admittedly taking me by surprise.
“He’s got the country running again. Things
were bad a few years ago [during the coup],
there was a lot of violence. But now it is
peaceful – well, mostly.”
He doesn’t think much of the opposition,
who appear weak and prone to splits, struggling to field credible candidates.

NICARAGUA’S
CSE CONFIRMS
REELECTION OF
PRESIDENT
DANIEL ORTEGA
Nicaragua’s Supreme Electoral Council
(CSE) certified on 8th November the
candidate’s triumph for the Sandinista Front Alliance (FSLN), Daniel Ortega, so he will continue in oﬃce for a
fourth consecutive term of oﬃce, this
time until 2027.
With 97.74 per cent of the ballots counted
(2,704,705 votes), the binomial led by current
president Daniel Ortega and vice-president
Rosario Murillo obtained 75.92 percent of
the votes, in an election in which 65.23 per
cent of the electoral roll participated.
The Alianza Frente Sandinista party was
seconded by the Partido Liberal Constitucionalista (PLC), which obtained 382,739
votes (14.15 per cent) and, in third place,

was the Camino Cristiano Nicaragüense
(Nicaraguan Christian Way) with 89,311
votes (3.30 per cent).
In the department of Managua, out of
752,848 valid votes, the FSLN obtained
552,750 votes; the PLC with 116,383 and the
CCN with 27,810 votes. While in Matagalpa,
the second department according to the
number of valid votes (249,393), the FSLN
won 188,873 votes; the PLC followed with
35,761 and the CCN with 8421.
These elections have shown that the
majority of the Nicaraguan people continue
to trust President Daniel Ortega after four
presidential terms and multiple destabilising
attempts perpetrated against him.
teleSUR 

This was perhaps best exemplified when
the reactionary Allianz XL selected former
Contra terror leader Oscar Soblavarro as
its candidate. Unsurprisingly, the Supreme
Electoral Council did not ratify the party’s
candidacy.
“The opposition wants to take us back to
the dark ages,” Francisco says. “But luckily
they have few supporters, mainly the rich.”
Cristina Robleta, a Sandinista supporter
and election volunteer, agrees. She told the

Morning Star she was happy to take part in
the “historic elections.”
“There is not the repression that some
media and journalists claim. Before [the
revolution], we didn’t have the freedom to
vote for forty-five years under the Somoza
dictatorship. But thanks to the Sandinista
National Liberation Front, we now have the
freedom to elect our president.”
People’s World 

YOUNGKIN WIN
IN VIRGINIA A
BLOW TO BIDEN
Republican Glenn Youngkin won the
race for governor of Virginia, replacing a Democrat in a blow to US President Joe Biden.
Biden won the state by ten points in 2020,
and the reversal will alarm Democratic leaders following a “culture war” contest that saw
Youngkin, a private equity tycoon, attack
Democrat positions on race and gender
identity, and use rising sexual assaults in
schools to push a “law and order” message.
Youngkin has pledged to ban teaching
of critical race theory in schools, though his
claim that it is widely taught in the first place
was dismissed by Democrats.

In New Jersey, a state the Democrats
expected to win easily, the result was still
too close to call when the Morning Star
went to press.
Citizens in parts of the US were also
voting on a range of referendums, with Minneapolis rejecting a proposal to replace the
police department with an oﬃce of public
safety, a reform considered following Black
Lives Matter protests over the police murder
of George Floyd.
Morning Star
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OP-ED: LET’S LOOK AT THE
REASONS WHY PACIFIC
ISLANDERS HATE NUCLEAR
AND AUKUS
Eileen Whitehead
Between 1946 and 1958, the United
States tested sixty-seven nuclear weapons in the Marshall Islands. These
nuclear tests, conducted on Bikini and
Enewetak Atolls, caused severe humanitarian and environmental problems
for the Marshallese and forced many to
evacuate from their traditional lands.
In 1952, the United Kingdom began
nuclear weapons tests in Australia and UK
Pacific colonies, with twelve atmospheric
tests at the Monte Bello Islands, Maralinga
and Emu Field in Australia (1952–57). Under
“Operation Grapple,” the British government
conducted another nine atomic and hydrogen
bomb tests at Kiritimati and Malden islands
in the Gilbert and Ellice Islands colony, in
1957-58.
For thirty years, between 1966 and 1996,
France also conducted 193 atmospheric and
underground nuclear tests at Moruroa and
Fangataufa atolls in French Polynesia.
On Enewetak Atoll, the US gathered contaminated soil and placed it in a cement dome
on Runit. The dome’s structural integrity
has been eroding since it was constructed
in the late 1970s, and now, due to rising sea
levels and climate change, the Marshallese
population fears its ultimate collapse and
further contamination of Enewetak lands
lagoon, and the Pacific Ocean.
Simultaneously, rising sea levels have
been weakening the seawalls in the Marshall
Islands. Consequently, saltwater has inundated local crops and freshwater reserves, and
along with sustained drought in the northern
atolls, has led to severe crop failures. Further,
frequent flooding has increasingly forced
Marshallese residents from their homes,
and there are serious concerns that these
low-lying atolls will soon become uninhabitable. As the Marshallese community faces
ongoing threats due to nuclear contamination
and climate change, both the Marshallese
Educational Initiative and Reverse the Trend
believe that it is crucial for Marshallese youth
to educate the public about the horrors of
the aforementioned existential threats and
express their concerns about US attitudes
towards the plight of the Marshallese.
In Australia and across the region, people
protested against atmospheric nuclear testing, which spread radioactive fallout across
inhabited islands and further afield by the
prevailing winds and ocean currents. Later
underground testing fractured the base of
fragile atolls, contaminating the marine
environment. Today, the legacies of nuclear
testing continue. Many service personnel
who staﬀed the test sites and nearby Pacific
communities are living with adverse health
and environmental impacts. Veterans, community groups and indigenous organisations
are campaigning for the clean-up of test sites
and compensation for health eﬀects.
In April 2014, the Marshall Islands
brought claims against the nine nuclear
weapon states of the United States, the
United Kingdom, China, Russia, France,
Israel, North Korea, India and Pakistan,
arguing that their continued possession of
nuclear weapons amounts to a breach of the
Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT). FrenchPolynesia’s opposition party announced that
its future government will join the Marshall
Islands in its International Court of Justice
litigation against the nine nuclear states for
breaching the NPT. Signing the treaty in
1968, the The Permanent of the UN Security Council (P5) states have committed to
observing Article VI of the NPT, under which
they are obliged “to pursue negotiations in

The dome’s structural integrity has been
eroding since it was constructed in the
late 1970s, and now, due to rising sea
levels and climate change, the Marshallese
population fears its ultimate collapse and
further contamination of Enewetak lands
lagoon, and the Pacific Ocean.
good faith on eﬀective measures relating to
cessation of the nuclear arms race at an early
date and to nuclear disarmament.”
David Krieger, president of the Nuclear
Age Peace Foundation, said the US-conducted
nuclear weapons tests in the Marshall Islands
over twelve years (1946 – 1958) – sixty-seven
in total – were the equivalent of 1.6 Hiroshima
bombs detonating daily for twelve years.
However, despite documented health
eﬀects still plaguing Marshallese islanders, US
Federal Court Judge Jeﬀrey White dismissed
the motion in 2015, saying the harm caused
by the US flouting the NPT was “speculative.”
White granted the US government’s motion
to dismiss the case on the grounds that the
Republic of the Marshall Islands, although a
party to the NPT, lacked standing to bring the
case, and that the court’s ruling was bound
by the “political question doctrine” – that
is, White ruled the question was a political
one, not a legal one, and he therefore could
not rule for the Marshalls.
Since the 1950s, churches, trade unions,
women’s organisations and customary leaders in the islands have been opposing these
nuclear tests. Nuclear Free and Independent Pacific (NFIP), the Pacific Conference
of Churches (PCC) and the Pacific Trade
Union Forum (PTUF) have supported

self-determination for Pacific colonies and
the abolition of nuclear weapons. Protests
have been ongoing. Brave people, like British
pacifist Harold Steele unsuccessfully planned
to sail into the middle of the British nuclear
test zone at Christmas Island; the Vega,
Fri, Rainbow Warrior and other vessels
all sailed into Pacific test zones. The Pacific
Peacemaker with Bill and Lorraine Ethell,
and their children on board, challenged the
regional deployment of nuclear-armed US
Trident submarines.
In the 1980s, at the height of the US–
Soviet arms race, Vanuatu, Palau and New
Zealand declared their territory nuclearfree. And, no-one can forget the outrageous
bombing operation (Opération Satanique)
planned by the branch of the French foreign
intelligence services, the Direction générale
de la sécurité extérieure (DGSE), which sank
the Rainbow Warrior in Auckland Harbour
in April 1985, and killed Francois Regis
Verlet. On Hiroshima Day in 1985, members of the Pacific Islands Forum signed the
Rarotonga Treaty for a South Pacific Nuclear
Free Zone (SPNFZ), an important regional
contribution to global nuclear disarmament. Australian disarmament campaigners
worked to strengthen the Rarotonga treaty,
in the face of government attempts to limit

its scope to protect US nuclear deployments
in the Pacific.
This might help explain the Pacific
Islands’ responses to the AUKUS security
partnership which they believe undermines
the Pacific community’s deep commitment
to keeping the Pacific nuclear-free.
Kiribati President, Taneti Maamau,
said that the development of nuclear raises
troubling memories, as his people are still
the victims of nuclear testing. Many are
still unable to return to thDo you want meir
contaminated islands. He added that Scott
Morrison might have had the courtesy to
raise it, and to discuss it with Australia’s
Pacific neighbours.
It is true that Australia’s new submarines
will not be nuclear-armed, and therefore
not in contravention of the South Pacific
Nuclear Free Zone Treaty. However, this
misses the point that the shared – and deeply
felt – Pacific commitment to a nuclear-free
region goes well beyond the weapons prohibitions listed in the treaty. Pacific islanders’
passionate belief in a broader concept of a
nuclear-free Pacific derives from their lived
experience of being used as the “proving
grounds” for nuclear weapons testing from
the 1940s to the 1990s. Surely an Australian
Prime Minister should have realised this? 
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A SPECTRE IS
HAUNTING IRELAND
Tommy McKearney
What on earth was that event last
month in St Patrick’s Cathedral,
Armagh, all about? We were told that
it wasn’t a celebration of partition, nor
a commemoration of the hundredth
anniversary of the foundation of the
Six-County political entity. Rather, it
was – the organisers informed us – an
occasion to reflect on and mark the
formation of Northern Ireland and,
thereafter, oﬀer hope for the future.
Yet in spite of the highfalutin (pompous)
talk that preceded the service, little or nothing
of substance was said during the event: no
serious or incisive reflection on the nature
of the brutal and sectarian Northern state;
no concrete proposals on which to base hope
for the time to come; no good reason oﬀered
for why the North’s non-unionist population would care to mark their abandonment
by Dublin and decades of subjection in an
Orange state.
Nevertheless, and notwithstanding
the notable absence of Michael D Higgins,
Queen Elizabeth II of England, and Sinn
Féin, the ecumenical church service for partition was attended by a number of senior
political figures. The British prime minster,
Boris de Pfeﬀel Johnson, the leader of the
Social Democratic and Labour Party, Colum
Eastwood, the first minister, Paul Givan of
the Democratic Unionist Party (DUP), and
Simon Coveney and Jack Chambers of the
Dublin government were among the elected
representatives who joined the congregation.
All very benign and harmless, one might
say. And one would be wrong; because the
Armagh event was not only a power play
by the establishment, North and South, but
also revealed a deep-seated insecurity that
aﬀects the ruling class in both jurisdictions.
Displaying their ability to mobilise the
secular authorities and oversee the entire
event were the five main Christian churches
in Ireland, fronted at times by the unctuous Eamon Martin, Catholic Archbishop
of Armagh. Having taken a well-deserved
trashing over recent decades, the Catholic
Church was anxious to flex its muscles. It
could take some satisfaction not only from
the fact that it had been party to convening a
powerful gathering in Armagh but that very
day had also influenced Sinn Féin and the
SDLP to abstain on a DUP motion delaying
the introduction of abortion legislation in
the Six Counties.
Simultaneously we were treated to the
spectacle of the Fianna Fáil and Fine Gael
coalition demonstrating its authority by
rejecting the lead set by President Higgins
when he refused to attend. They were joined
in the cathedral by the SDLP, trying to appear
indiﬀerent to censure by their critics in Sinn
Féin; and then there was the Tory prime
minister, Johnson, flaunting his unionism
while emphasising his mandate to govern
Britain’s Irish colony.
So, steady as she goes, there. The ruling
class throughout the country can breathe a
sigh of relief; and with church and state in

such close embrace the status quo is surely
set in concrete.
But is it? Was this pantomime the display
of a confident and secure established order?
or was it another desperate gambit to prop up
and maintain, for as long as possible, partition – an institution that remains essential
for the sustainability of two failed states and
the privileges reaped by beneficiaries of this
debased system.
The Twenty-Six Counties is far from the
confident political entity that its governing bodies like to portray. The neoliberal
free-market economic model to which the
Southern state slavishly adheres has created
a housing crisis, a costly two-tier health
service, and repressive industrial relations
legislation, along with gross and growing
inequality among the citizenry.
Consequently, Sinn Féin is leading in
the opinion polls, because so many want to
change this broken model. Whether Sinn
Féin is capable of answering the need for
fundamental change remains in doubt. The
party’s support for the EU, coupled with its
economic spokesperson assuring big business of a safe future, raises the question of
what exactly they might change.
Meanwhile, north of the border, the very
political institutions are in constant jeopardy,
and the constitutional position of Northern
Ireland within the United Kingdom has never
been less secure. Unionism is fractured,
demographic changes are threatening the
Union; and, in spite of Johnson’s jingoistic posturing, the British establishment
cares little for the North, as evidenced by
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its willingness to sacrifice it in order to “get
Brexit done.”
Attempts are being made in both jurisdictions to contain discontent, or neutralise
demands for a better alternative. Their eﬀorts
are nevertheless failing to definitively address
the issues, because of the impossibility of
squaring so many circles.
An adequate supply of housing, a national
health service or progressive legislation
guaranteeing workers’ rights would go
some way towards restoring the fortunes
of the Republic’s coalition government. Yet
none of these remedies is compatible with
strict adherence to free-market dictates, nor
would they be in accord with EU regulations
regarding state aid, a dilemma epitomised
in the person of that master of inertia and
indecisiveness Micheál Martin.
Further north we have the hand-wringing
of the SDLP in one corner and the Ulster
Unionist Party , their unionist counterparts,
agonising in the other nook. Both recognise
that the world has changed from the days
of Basil Brooke and Bill Craig, yet both are
incapable of acting decisively in the light of
the new dispensation lest they unsettle their
middle-class electorate. The DUP, naturally,
is not aﬄicted with any such ambivalence,
but seemingly Oliver Cromwell is refusing
to return their calls.
In essence, the situation on both sides
of the border is unsettled. Nothing near
breakdown or anything close to an existential crisis, yet the establishment has cause
for concern. Political equilibrium is finely
balanced at the moment and is unlikely to
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withstand something as transformational as
the ending of partition, accompanied inevitably by a plethora of measures necessary to
accommodate the change.
A national health service free at the point
of entry would undoubtedly be an unavoidable demand, as would public housing; and,
in order to address years of sectarian segregation in the field of education, it would
be imperative to remove church influence
from the classroom.
Such a scenario would clearly alarm the
ruling class, its supporters and its ideologues,
both secular and religious, on each side of
the border. It would also disturb the hedge
funds, vulture funds and transnational corporations operating here, which, incidentally,
are a crucial source of income for many in
the most privileged strata of society.
Little wonder, therefore, that conservatives of every hue and persuasion from around
the country would congregate in St. Patrick’s
Cathedral in Armagh to pray that partition
might endure and that they be delivered
from a spectre haunting them: the spectre
of a democratic and progressive Ireland.
Now all the powers of Old Ireland have
entered into a holy alliance to exorcise this
spectre: archbishop and prime minister,
Frost and Coveney, British Labour Party
and the Special Branch.
That, in reality, was what the Armagh
prayer service was all about. What can one
say but – well, Amen.
Socialist Voice 
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AGENT FERNANDO
EXPOSES US TRAINED
COUNTERREVOLUTIONARY
“Yunior is seeking a confrontation with
the Armed Forces and Minint, we are
seeing in him the creation and actions
of a counterrevolutionary,” stated Dr
Carlos Leonardo Vazquez Gonzalez, on
the Cuban television program Razones
de Cuba, and he has the evidence. He
knows that the objectives of the marches being promoted to take place on the
15th of November are not as transparent as presented, and his actions are
not isolated, or spontaneous.
Dr Vázquez González, who for more than
twenty-five years has been State Security
agent Fernando, participated in a September 2019 workshop euphemistically entitled
“The role of the Armed Forces in a transition
process,” sponsored by the Madrid branch
of Saint Louis University, also attended by
Yunior García Aguilera, who is promoting
the marches despite being informed by
authorities of their illicit nature.
“That workshop was part of a project
conducted by experts from diﬀerent parts of
the world; behind it are many organisations
financed by the United States to overthrow
the Cuban Revolution, such is the case of
the National Endowment for Democracy
(NED),” the doctor noted.
At this event, Richard Youngs, an expert
from the Washington-based Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, gave a lecture
on new forms of civic activism, espousing an
approach directed toward the establishment of
fundamentalist, privatising capitalism, taking
advantage of the population’s dissatisfaction,
a strategy that has left its mark in countries
like Venezuela, Nicaragua and Bolivia.
According to Dr Vázquez, participants in
the workshop were mostly Cuban journalists,
doctors and historians, along with Felipe
González Márquez, leader of the Spanish
Socialist Workers Party and President of the
nation for fourteen years, who in 1983 created the so-called Anti-Terrorist Liberation
Groups, responsible for kidnappings, torture
and murders in that country.
Another of those on hand was Manuel
Cuesta Morúa, who since 2014 has worked
at the service of the NED, and orchestrated
provocative plans to disrupt the Community
of Latin American and Caribbean States
Summit in Havana, and the Summit of the
Americas, in Panama, in 2015.
But this was not the first time Yunior
García Aguilera participated in a meeting of
this type and as a political agent. In 2018,
he was in Argentina, in an event coordinated by the project Tiempo de Cambios
(Changing Times), addressing the role of the
Cuban Armed Forces in a transition (regime
change) process.
The course objectives are made clear
on Torcuato Di Tella University’s website.
Listed, for example, are giving continuity to
the study of the Revolutionary Armed Forces
(FAR) to identify possible scenarios and
future allies; cooperating with Cuban activists, to build ties with members and former
members of the FAR open to processes of
change. It was at this meeting, according to
agent Fernando, that García interacted with
academics Ruth Diamint and Laura Tedesco,

architects of the Dialogue on Cuba project,
the latter also Richard Youngs’ spouse and
an activist devoted to destroying the Cuban
Revolution.

TRIED & TESTED
FORMULAS
Garcia’s behaviour during the 11th of
July events, in front of the Cuban Institute
of Radio and Television, serve as a precedent
warning of what could happen during the 15th
of November marches. He demonstrated that
he follows the US non-conventional warfare
manuals to the letter, tried and tested in
countries like Venezuela, the former Yugoslavia, and Nicaragua.
Media campaigns are key to undermining
confidence in our government and its policies, strengthening the morale of insurgents
and gaining sympathisers. Another aspect
of the soft coup strategy is the recruitment
and activism of cultural figures to generate
destabilisation. Thus his cover as a playwright allows García to fit perfectly in the
role as a promoter of the provocative 15th
of November marches.
The strategy is not new; García is only
trying to remake an event that took place
three decades ago, when on a similar date
the playwright Václav Havel, defender of the
hegemonic objectives of the US government,
addressed the citizens of Prague, capital of
what was at that time Czechoslovakia.
Garcia’s real objectives are also evidenced by his actions on the night of the
26th of November last year, as reported on
Razones de Cuba. Prior to his presence in
front of the Ministry of Culture, he posted
a question on his Facebook page: “Cuba,
what do we do now?” Very similar to Havel’s
statement: “Something must be done,”
during the Prague protests. It was on the
27th of November when Garcia appeared as
an agent of change, a role rehearsed by the
US in the Color Revolutions, a strategy of
silent intervention used by US imperialism
to overthrow governments that do not share
its economic, social and political vision. Dr
Vázquez added that what is being sought
is to provoke chaos and civil disobedience,
setting the stage for international organisations to sanction Cuba, followed by calls for
military intervention and the imposition of
an alternative government in our country.
There can be no doubt. The denial of
permits for the 15th of November marches
by Cuban authorities is based on the fact that
they are part and parcel of a regime change
strategy financed by the US government.
More proof is provided by the support
quickly oﬀered by US legislators and figures
in the Miami anti-Cuban mafia, among
them Ramon Saul Sanchez Rizo, a terrorist
of Cuban origin and current president of
the Democracy Movement, who supports
the actions of the Miami extreme right and
maintains regular communication with
Yunior Garcia.
Garcia fervently denies any relationship
with subversive organisations or agencies
financed by the US government, which is
clearly contradicted by the fact that, since

Yunior Garcia (left) maintains ties with the mercenary anti-Cuban mafia in Miami funded by
the US government. Photo: Razones de Cuba / Granma

2017, he has been identified with the Carnegie Endowment for International Peace,
an agency led until very recently by the current director of the US Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA).
Likewise, in a statement to teleSUR
last the 12th of October, he acknowledged
his relationship with the charge d’aﬀaires
of the US embassy in Havana, although he
omitted his ties with Alexander Agustine
Marceil, Cuban Aﬀairs oﬃcial at the State
Department, who maintains close ties with
internal counterrevolutionaries.
Other extreme right wing figures such
as Marco Rubio, María Elvira Salazar and
Orlando Gutiérrez Boronat have expressed
their support for the marches.
On the other hand, Juan Gonzalez,
President Joe Biden’s principal advisor for
Latin America, reported that the administration will take measures against Cuba if
authorities prosecute coordinators of the
15th of November actions, an assertion that
once again confirms the US government’s
relations with the promoters of this latest
destabilisation attempt.

THE TIES REMAIN INTACT
Members of the Archipelago project,
which has announced the marches, insist
that they are simply demanding respect for
the rights of Cubans, the release of political
prisoners and that diﬀerences be resolved
by democratic, peaceful means.
“They are allegedly calling for a peaceful
march, but he knows,” Dr Vázquez stated,
referring to Garcia, “that this is not so,
because in the paramilitary workshop we
attended there were two generals. What
Yunior García Aguilera is looking for is a
confrontation between the Revolutionary
Armed Forces and the people, and we will
not allow that,” he reiterated.
Archipielago’s spokesperson in Villa
Clara, Saily González Velázquez, links the
15th of November with the 11th of July
vandalism in her Facebook profile. She
also acknowledges support received from
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the Cuban American National Foundation
(CANF).
“I am informing myself with people like
Omar López, who are advising us on peaceful
resistance, nonviolent struggle,” González
explained. Omar López is the CANF human
rights director, protector of terrorists Luis
Posada Carriles and Orlando Bosh Ávila, who
organised the bombing of a Cuban airliner
over Barbados, which took the lives of 73
people (including 57 Cubans).
López was also one of the right-wing
figures who met with the US Secretary of
Homeland Security in August, demanding
more aggressive action against Cuba.
The Argentine Gabriel Salvia, director
of the Center for the Opening and Development of Latin America (Cadal), a NED subcontractor, recently called for international
support for the 15th of November marches.
He maintains links with protagonists of the
internal counterrevolution, including Manuel
Cuesta Morúa.
Yunior García Aguilera’s career, Dr
Vázquez noted, began at Saint Louis University, where he openly stated that upon
his arrival in Cuba he was going to devote
himself to the counterrevolution.
“I am here making this public statement
to the people of Cuba, so that they will not
be fooled by leaders created by manuals, so
that Cuba never faces an intervention by
the great enemy of the North,” Dr Carlos
Leonardo Vázquez González said.
He is not only a State Security agent, but
also a physician, a MSc specialist in General
Comprehensive Medicine and Oncology. And
as he himself insisted, a Cuban revolutionary,
always loyal to the ideas of Martí and Fidel.
The 15th of November marches – as he
made clear – do not constitute a genuine
expression of the people’s interests, just as
Yunior García Aguilera does not represent
Cuban intellectuals or artists. Both represent
one more variable in the old equation that
the US government and its internal political
agents attempt to apply in Cuba, and fail.
Granma 
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