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The United Nations Climate Change 
Conference – dubbed COP26 – has 
recently ended in Glasgow after two 
busy weeks in which 120 heads of state, 
and 25,000 delegates from over 200 
countries came together in a bid to 
negotiate agreements that would avert 
the worst eff ects of climate change. 

Whilst some progress was made in a 
range of key areas both in the lead up to 
as well as the conference itself, the 2015 
Paris Agreement target of limiting global 
temperature rises to 1.5°C remains on 
life support, with best estimates after 
the latest round of pledges still seeing 
the planet on a path to 2.4° warming by 
the end of this century. Yet mechanisms 
that will assist in ramping up individual 

countries’ efforts have been agreed upon, 
which is important given how crucial the 
current decade is in this fight.

GLASGOW CLIMATE PACT
Late on the fi nal day, 197 countries agreed 

to the “Glasgow Climate Pact.” The twenty-
page document covers a range of affirma-
tions, placing the Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change’s most recent findings 
front and centre. It states that limiting 
warming to 1.5° would require “rapid, deep 
and sustained” emissions cuts, and that 
CO2 emissions would need to fall forty-five 
per cent below 2010 levels by 2030, and 
to net-zero by 2050. Temperatures have 
already risen by 1.1° since pre-industrial 
levels, so time is quickly running out for 
these affirmations to turn into binding 
policies that countries must adhere to.

The 2015 Paris Agreement included 
a mechanism that required nations to 
increase their commitments to climate 
action on a rolling five-year basis. With 
the latest IPCC report in mind, revising 
policies on this timescale would lead to a 
complete failure to address the problem 
at hand, given the trajectory emissions 
are currently on with respect to existing 
commitments. The latest pact has revised 
this requirement insofar as countries will 
now need to review and ramp-up com-
mitments to emissions targets on a yearly 
basis, starting with COP27 in Sharm El-
Sheikh, Egypt next year. It’s important to 
note that forty countries failed to offer new 
or updated “nationally determined con-
tributions” (NDC’s) prior to this summit, 
as was required of them under the Paris 
Agreement.

COAL TO BE 
PHASED “DOWN”

Another key feature of the Glasgow Cli-
mate Pact was the requirement that nations 
“accelerate eff orts towards the phase down of 
unabated coal power and phase-out of inef-
fi cient fossil fuel subsidies”. Remarkably, this 
is the fi rst time that “coal,” or any other fossil 
fuel for that matter has been specifi ed directly 
in any previous UN climate pact. Much has 
been said about India’s last-minute request to 
amend the wording of “phase out” to “phase 
down” – but to get any level of agreement 
on the issue of coal is promising, given it is 
the dirtiest fossil fuel and according to the 
International Energy Agency, if not rapidly 
phased out it will give the world no chance 
of remaining below 1.5°.

Continued on page 2
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EUREKA BELONGS 
TO THE LABOUR 

MOVEMENT
Next week will be the 167th anniversary of the 

Eureka Rebellion. The Rebellion is one of Australia’s 
most romanticised events and is considered by many 
from both sides of the political aisle, from Chiefl y to 
Menzies, as the birth of Australian democracy. It’s 
not hard to see why: Eureka led to the establishment 
of the Electoral Act 1856, granting male colonists 
suff rage in the lower house of Victorian parliament. 

The signifi cance of Eureka has led many to misap-
propriate the Rebellion for their own causes that 
are antithetical to its spirit. In order to highlight 
how this has happened, we must fi rst revisit history.

In brief, Eureka Rebellion was an event – by gold 
miners – who objected to the expense of a miner’s li-
cence, taxation (via the licence) with representation, 
and the government’s actions (such as increased 
police presence) to marginalise the miners. In the 
weeks leading up to the battle, miners hoisted up 
the now-famous Eureka fl ag and pledged their led 
allegiance to it. Finally, after years of protesting, 
the miners had had enough. On 3rd December, 1854, 
at the Eureka Stockade, rebels rose up against the 
colony of Victoria. The Battle was a swift resound-
ing defeat for the miners, but their struggle and its 
outcomes have become the stuff  of legend.

It is easy to see why the Australian left and 
labour movement more generally adopted the 
Eureka Rebellion as its spiritual beginning: it is 
a story about workers struggling for rights. The 
fl ag is a symbolic representation of that aff air. The 
spirit of Eureka is about fearlessly fi ghting against 
repression. 

This legacy has been hijacked by Australia’s 
far-right. Australia’s fascist movements have not 
traditionally used the Eureka fl ag and instead have 
used either the Union Jack or the Australian fl ag as 
their symbol. This was the case with Eric Campbell’s 
New Guard – a fascist paramilitary organisation 
based in Sydney. 

Why, then, did Australia’s far-right adopt this 
symbol as their own? While much of Australia’s 
far-right embody a lot of neo-nazi ideology, their 
tactics and approach have changed. The far-right in 
the anglosphere have cloaked themselves with popu-
list, anti-elitist rhetoric. Thus, the Eureka Rebellion 
provides today’s far-right with an opportunity to 
connect their ideas to Australia’s anti-establishment 
history. The rise of the far-right and their promi-
nent adoption of the Eureka Flag has left many 
people wanting the labour movement to abandon 
the symbol.

However, we should never abandon the Eureka 
fl ag. As the stockade rebel fought, we too should fi ght 
for what is ours. The Eureka fl ag is more than a com-
memoration of the Battle of the Eureka stockade. 
It represents a century’s long struggle for workers 
who have used it to fi ght for better pay and condi-
tions. It represents the power of the working class. 
It represents collectivism in practice.

The Australian government knows this too. This 
is why the Australian Building and Construction 
Commission (ABCC) under then-Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull banned the fl ag from construction 
sites. As reported by the Sydney Morning Herald 
this year ABCC Commissioner Stephen McBurney 
fears that by seeing the symbol, employees will 
“think they have to pay up and join the CFMMEU 
if they work on a building site bedecked in its sym-
bols.” This tacitly implies that the ABCC (and the 
Coalition government) know that this symbol rep-
resents collective action. They would love nothing 
more than to see that solidarity destroyed so they 
can attack working conditions and pay.

While a small albeit loud minority is trying to 
distort what Eureka stands for, we know – and the 
ruling class knows – that it is a symbol of workers’ 
struggle.
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14th National Congress Special Appeal
From 25-27 February 2022, elected delegates representing Communist Party organisations from all over 
Australia will gather in Sydney for the 14th National Congress of the Party, COVID restrictions permitting. 
In the lead-up to the Congress, Party members have been discussing and submitting amendments to a draft 
Political Resolution. At Congress delegates will review the work of the Party and look to its future tasks. 
Congress will elect a new Central Committee to lead the work of the Party until the next National Congress. 

The CPA has launched a Special Appeal to help defray the costs associated with holding a National 
Congress. We are appealing to Party members and organisations, all friends and supporters of the Party and 
Guardian readers to help fulfi ll our $10,000 target as soon as possible.

To contribute, please fi ll in the form below or write your details on a separate piece of paper to send with 
your contribution.

All contributions will be acknowledged in the Guardian, with the names of contributors unless otherwise 
requested. We look forward to your support for this important occasion.

(Name) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  contributes $ _ _ _ _ _  to the above Appeal.

Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash for that amount (made out to “CPA”). 
Payment may also be made by Credit Card by fi lling the information below: 

Credit Card minimum $20  Visa or  Mastercard 

Name on the card _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Signature _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Card # ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

Expiry Date ___ ___ / ___ ___ 

I  agree/  disagree with having my name published in the Guardian 
in acknowledgement of my contribution.

Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 or phone through on 02 9699 8844.
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CLIMATE FINANCE 
CONTINUES TO 

FALL SHORT
Many climate activists continue 

to make the argument that pledges 
need to be binding to be eff ective. 
This rings true when reviewing 
the failure of developed nations to 
provide $US100 billion annually 
in climate fi nancing to developing 
nations that was agreed to a decade 
ago. Current forecasts suggest this 
target will be again missed next 
year, and wording is ambiguous 
on whether the shortfall through-
out 2020-22 will be required to be 
made up in the subsequent years.

Many global-south leaders uti-
lised their allocated time slots to 
highlight this issue, as well as the 
urgency for a funding mechanism 
to respond to current climate dam-
ages already eff ecting their nations. 
The G77 + China put their weight 
behind a proposal for a facility titled 
the “Glasgow fi nancial facility for 
loss and damage” that would meet 
this demand; however, attendees 
were only able to agree to a future 
“dialogue” on this matter. Yet 
more cans are being kicked down 
more roads.

METHANE, COAL, 
TRANSPORT AND 
DEFORESTATION
Earlier in the conference, a 

range of new pledges were agreed 
to by a signifi cant number of par-
ticipating nations. These include 
reducing human-caused methane 
emissions by 30 per cent by 2030, 
halting and reversing forest loss 
and land degradation over the 

same period, and an acceleration 
towards the transition to 100 per 
cent zero-emission cars and cans. 
Whilst not all countries are par-
ticipants of the new pledges made, 
they are an important step in the 
process of tackling climate change 
on a wide range of fronts.

“COMMON BUT 
DIFFERENTIATED 

RESPONSIBILITIES 
AND RESPECTIVE 

CAPABILITIES”
Media portrayal of diff ering 

nations impacts on global CO2 
emissions are not always objec-
tive in terms of how information is 
shared. Many western media pub-
lications will often chastise China 
and India for having the highest and 
third highest respective annual CO2 
emissions currently. Some will go 
a step further to present statistics 
on a per-capita basis, which then 
sees countries such as Saudi Arabia, 
Australia, the United States and 
Canada at the top of the list – but 
it’s important to highlight that CO2 
emissions remain in the atmosphere 
long after they were fi rst emitted, 
and hence a cumulative fi gure (from 
the mid-18th century onwards) is 
far more representative of each 
country’s contribution to global 
warming. 

On a cumulative per-capita 
basis, the West and Japan together 
have contributed over eight times 
the emissions than that of other 
nations – which is why it is so 
important that developed nations 
now do more to assist post-colonial 
nations in transitioning away from 
fossil fuels. As a country with a rela-
tively low income, India currently 

relies on coal for seventy-fi ve per 
cent of its electricity so they will 
therefore need considerable assist-
ance from international partners 
if they are able to achieve their 
recently stated goal of net zero 
greenhouse gas emissions by 2070.

US-CHINA 
COOPERATION

Bilateral relations between 
the world’s two superpowers have 
recently fallen to their lowest 
point in fi ve decades, and so it was 
warmly welcomed in the second 
week of the conference that a joint 
China-US Glasgow Declaration on 
Enhancing Climate Action in the 
2020s was announced. A working 
group has been established that 
will promote joint actions on a 
range of areas, including methane 
reduction, as well as encouraging 
integration of solar, storage and 
other clean power solutions closer 
to electricity users.

THE CLOCK IS 
TICKING

The COP26 conference may not 
have been the panacea that many 
climate experts hoped for, even 
though some important advance-
ments were made. More pressure 
will need to continually be applied 
by activists as the stakes grow with 
each passing year. Nations have 
shown an increased willingness 
to diplomatically work through 
the issues presented by an enemy 
common to all, but it will be in 
vain if substantial reductions to 
emissions do not materialise in the 
immediate future. 
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NSW POLICE BLOCK EFFORTS 
TO PROTECT REMOTE 

INDIGENOUS COMMUNITIES
Valentin Cartillier

It has been brought to light 
that one of NSW’s most sen-
ior police offi  cers infl uenced 
the state government to reject 
proposed health measures 
designed to protect remote 
Indigenous communities. The 
measures, drafted by NSW 
Chief Health Offi  cer Kerry 
Chant in 2020, would allow 
communities to voluntarily 
decide if they wanted to enter 
into strict lockdowns or not, 
thereby restricting movement 
in and out of the towns. These 
lockdowns would be aided by 
the police and military, in line 
with federal emergency laws.

However, NSW Deputy Police 
Commissioner Gary Worboys tor-
pedoed the plan in a leaked email, 
stating that it would be eff ectively 
“impossible” to enact the measures. 
Yet Queensland, Western Australia, 
South Australia and the Northern 
Territory all managed to imple-
ment these measures, recognising 
remote communities as critically 
vulnerable and therefore making 
them a priority in their pandemic 
response plans. One could claim 
that the success of the programs 
enacted by other states and terri-
tories is simply because they have 
had lower case numbers than Vic-
toria and NSW, but the slow and 
uneven lockdown measures of 
the latter state has meant that the 

virus was easily able to spread out 
into rural areas, leaving at least 15 
Indigenous people dead and over 
6,000 infected in NSW.

Deputy Police Commissioner 
Worboys even questioned if Indig-
enous communities supported the 
measure, wilfully deaf to the many 
Indigenous leaders and health 
services that called for the badly 
needed support. It has been very 
clearly shown in the numbers that 
this support was needed. The Delta 
outbreak is disproportionately 
concentrated in Indigenous com-
munities, who despite only making 
up three per cent of the population 
account for twenty-two per cent of 
active cases. During the consulta-
tion phase, conducted by both NSW 
Health and NSW Police, the large 
majority of Indigenous communi-
ties supported the measures, while 
a small number opposed them 
on the grounds that they didn’t 
want restrictions placed on their 
movement.

These measures were not revis-
ited during the state’s current Delta 
outbreak, causing the aforemen-
tioned surge in cases among those 
communities and adding further 
strain to those communities’ often 
underfunded health resources. 
In a statement released by NSW 
Health on 9th November 2021, they 
stated that after “consideration of 
the social and economic impacts,” 
they had decided not to implement 
the control order that would allow 

communities to adopt the restric-
tions. Apparently people’s lives 
don’t factor into “social impacts.” 
Instead, NSW Police decided to 
adopt what they called COVID-19 
“community action plans.” These 
action plans, however, were woe-
fully enacted, as evidenced by the 
far western NSW town of Wilcan-
nia, the town the hardest hit by 
COVID-19 in Australia, to give 

but one example. Despite repeated 
requests from community leaders, 
with the backing of the local Abo-
riginal health corporation and the 
local state MP, for extra support 
and for access to be restricted to the 
town, the NSW Police failed to act. 

This fl agrant dismissal of Indig-
enous voices is yet another example 
of the contemptuous way in which 
police, all across the country, treat 

Indigenous people. These are not 
isolated incidents but part of a 
broader structural problem that 
continues to materially denigrate 
the lives of indigenous people. 
There can be no justice or peace 
while indigenous people continue 
to be treated in this way. 

N Stallon

Workers at Better Read Than Dead 
(BRTD)have recommenced industrial 
action after management reneged on 
an in principle deal reached in July 
this year.

The historic agreement was not only the 
fi rst EBA in an Australian bookstore but was 
reached after a hard-fought battle that saw 
the fi rst instance of industrial action in the 
Australian retail sector in over fi fty years.

The in-principal agreement included 
optional casual to part-time conversion 
for all members; minimum consultation 
times for major changes and redundancies 
with rights to redeployment and sever-
ance pay; reclassifi cation of all workers to 
at least Retail Employee Level 3 following 
probationary periods; restoration of 100 
per cent Sunday penalty rates; abolition of 
Junior Rates following probationary peri-
ods; an hourly base rate $1 more than the 
Award minimum; a pathway to a $25 per 
hour living wage in the future; health and 
safety clauses as well as policies and rights 
detailed in the agreement; twenty days’ paid 
domestic violence leave, twenty-six weeks 
paid parental leave; and a number of other 
important outcomes. 

However, after what RAFFWU described 
as “several months of unnecessary delays,” 
Better Read Than Dead is attempting to walk 
back agreements on job security, parental 
leave, Sunday penalty rates, and junior rates. 

Workers hit back quickly, recommencing 
their industrial action in the form of bans 

on overtime, web orders, cash handling, 
picking returns, and window displays from 
Saturday 13th November until a fair agree-
ment is secured. 

An impromptu rally held on the Satur-
day saw dozens of protestors march down 
Newtown’s King St in support of the work-
ers. The action was supported by members 
of the United Workers Union, Maritime 
Union of Australia, Retail and Fast Food 
Workers Union, the Australian Unemployed 
Workers’ Union, as well as members of the 
Communist Party of Australia. 

Speaking to the crowd, Emma, a 
RAFFWU member who works at the book-
store, spoke of the harassment workers have 
been put through and how the store still 
has no sexual harassment policy despite it 
being a key component of the previously 
reached agreement. 

Luca, a RAFFWU member who was fi red 
“unceremoniously” explained the intimi-
datory union-busting tactics employed by 
BTRD management, including harassment, 
bullying, threats of termination, and even 
threats of defamation suits from lawyers.

Attendees then dispersed to distribute 
thousands of leafl ets about the dispute to 
locals, homes, and business in the sur-
rounding area.

A major rally has been called for 5 PM 
on Friday the 19th of November at Camper-
down Memorial Park to demonstrate com-
munity support for the worker’s struggle 
and to pressure Better Read Than Dead to 
commit to the previous deal. 

UNIONISTS PROTEST AS BETTER READ THAN 
DEAD MANAGEMENT RENEGE ON DEAL

Protest in Newtown over management’s renege on deal.
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By CPA Maritime Branch

The circus of lies and propaganda about 
waterfront productivity and reform 
has resurfaced in debate across the 
Australian media. Kicking the whar-
fi e is a long-held practice of the Aus-
tralian ruling class. It is carried out 
dutifully and without restraint by the 
bosses’ propaganda machines (SMH, 
Australian, ABC etc.). 

Waterside Workers are somewhat used 
to the jaded and time weary lies being told 
about them, but the overwhelming power of 
the ruling class is clearly focusing directly 
on smashing union power on the waterfront, 
inevitably in the process of the continuous 
destruction of all working people’s rights. 

WHARFIES ARE LIKE 
ANY OTHER WORKER
It is a terrible lie to portray wharfi es as 

not under the oppressive control of their 
employer like any other worker. Wharfi es are 
stood over, victimised, bullied, and harassed 
by bosses daily, no diff erent from the rest of 
the working class. Yet, wharfi es do not cry 
victim; they fi ght back. That is their terri-
ble crime, a worker, or even worse, a whole 
collective that dares to say no. That is what 
the bosses are trying to remove. Not just on 
the waterfront but everywhere.  The seek to 
remove resistance and any barriers to their 
obscene profi ts. Stevedoring companies are 
currently enjoying twenty per cent profi t-
ability – and they talk about greedy workers. 

ONGOING EMPLOYER 
CAMPAIGN 

The latest employer attacks are based 
on “restrictive work practices” in the main, 
focusing on a select few negotiated and agreed 
conditions that have raised the ire of the 
parasitic and selfi sh employer organisations 
like the Australian Industry Group (AIG). 

The bosses’ campaign is being carried out 
behind the falsifi ed narrative about water-
front delays being caused by wharfi es. There 
is no evidence of wharfi es causing delays 
on the waterfront. It is just parroted falsely 
and without basis. At the same time, the real 
problems of “Australian waterfront delays” 
lay entirely with the shipowners who have 
been on a spree of monopolisation that has 
increased the power and infl uence of ship-
ping lines above other industry stakeholders. 

SHIPOWNER 
MONOPOLY CONTROL
Shipowner profit-seeking and their 

monopoly control cause shipping shortages 
and create delays of goods across the Austral-
ian waterfront. It is far from an industrial 
relations (IR) problem. IR is an easy and 
opportunistic way out for the selfi sh and 
greedy bosses whose agenda has nothing to 
do with the waterfront productivity in the 

least. It is a structural problem created by 
the very nature of state-monopoly capitalism. 

The increased monopoly power of the 
shipping lines is not amenable to a planned 
and structured supply chain or society, for 
that matter. Profi t gouging by shipping lines 
has created industry uncertainties and is 
behind the delays on the Australian water-
front. These facts are borne out by a recent 
Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC) report on the container 
stevedoring industry. 

ACCC LIES AND DENIES 
REAL PROBLEM

While the ACCC report can’t deny the 
many attributable delays caused by ship-
owner monopolisation, privatisation of 
ports and indeed a near two-year period of 
the COVID pandemic, it still tries to blame 
wharfi es and the MUA for delays. The ACCC 
failed to do so except by association with the 
ports themselves as waterfront productivity 
has now reached such spectacular heights 
easily compared internationally as best 
practice performance. 

Despite claims of stagnating waterfront 
productivity, the fi gures tell a diff erent story. 
It should be noted the ’20/’21 period was 
wholly aff ected by the COVID-19 Pandemic 
where wharfi es as essential front line workers 
maintained the 24/7 operation of Austral-
ian ports. The slight drop in productivity is 
quite remarkable considering the nature of 
COVID-19 and the extraordinary measures 
put in place (only after struggle) to protect 
workers from COVID transmission. 

WHAT’S A RESTRICTIVE 
WORK PRACTICE

The old restrictive work practice bogey 
is nothing but ideological rhetoric against 
workers who want restrictions on employ-
ers cutting their wages, superannuation, 
redundancy provisions, long service leave 
and anything else that makes a quick buck 
at the expense of the workforce. 

If not allowing bosses to cut your wages, 
reduce your conditions, or attack your job 
security is an example of restrictive work 
practice, then bring on the restrictive work 
practices. It sounds like unless you have a 
job where the boss can dictate your condi-
tions, wages and job security you are not 
contributing to society and are a barrier to 
productivity and an obstacle across the supply 
chain. While at the same time, the captains 
of the maritime industry are presented as 
some form of victim while they continue to 
gouge huge profi ts, which are taken out of 
Australia and provide no national benefi t. 

ACCC – DESPERATE TO 
SUPPORT THE BOSSES
The chorus of whining employers in 

the media lately has identifi ed a couple of 
main issues for bosses regarding wharfi es’ 

“restrictive work practices.” In doing this, 
they spring off  the ACCC report, which sadly 
didn’t have any understanding of the issues, 
but saw the ACCC adopt an intensely political 
report which got its dictates from Shipping 
Australia Ltd (SAL), the peak body of the 
shipping cartels who treat their crews like 
animals and have forced their underpaid and 
highly exploited seafarers onto vessels for 
over twelve-month periods straight during 
the pandemic. 

To be attacked by such moral vacuums 
as SAL and AIG mean you are automatically 
on the right side of the social ledger. 

The ACCC report identifi ed issues around 
recruitment and automation as major “restric-
tive work practices.” Unfortunately for the 
ACCC, the new Hutchison agreement that 
was the basis of their comments was not even 
registered in the ACCC reporting period. So 
this is a  massive beat up. 

If waterfront productivity was truly the 
issue, the government should be banning 
productivity reducing port automation which 
the stevedores all have a fetish for at the 
moment. Automation reduces productivity, 

but its main tool is that of union-busting. Why 
else would you want a less productive busi-
ness except that it provides an opportunity 
to rid yourself of pesky union members and 
gives more control to the employer? Every 
time a stevedore automates in Australia, they 
not only get less productive terminals they 
attack the scope of jobs carried out by union 
workers and try and transfer wharfi es roles 
to management who never go on strike and 
live under complete corporate control. It’s 
a union-busting tactic straight out. 

The mythical issue of recruitment is 
blown out of proportion to create an image 
of unbridled union power. The Maritime 
Bulletin can report that where family and 
friends recruitment provisions exist, they 
were almost exclusively put in place as an 
employer off er to the union. It’s not like the 
union picks the candidates. The boss still 
does. It’s like there’s this big crisis being cre-
ated about a worker putting in a resumé for 
someone to be included in a selection proc-
ess controlled by the employer for a vacant 
job. The hysteria being created around this 
distortion of fact is laughable. 

THE IR MYTH

AUKUS: 
Security 

or 
Insecurity?

25th November, 6pm
43 Below Bar and Restaurant

Corner Hay St & Barrack St, Perth

SPEAKERS
Sam Wainwright, Fremantle Councillor, Socialist Alliance

Elizabeth Hulm, CPA
Other speaker(s) TBC

Special Appeal – 
Reds go Green

The Guardian is running a special appeal with the aim of raising $10,000 for solar panels. The panels will not 
only make substantial savings in electricity bills but also put into practice our commitment to a sustainable 

future. They involve a substantial cash outlay, but we believe that every measure we can take to reduce carbon 
emissions is important. It is not enough to preach “green.” We must act “green”! We are looking to Guardian 

readers and CPA members and supporters to assist us with this important project. 
Every contribution is appreciated, no matter how small or large.

Send your contribution today.

Name ....................................................

Amount $ .................
You may /may not publish my name

Send your contribution to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010, 
email info@cpa.org.au or pay by PayPal on cpa.org.au
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DEATH KNELL FOR FOSSIL FUELS
Anna Pha

On the 12th of November, the 
Coalition released its long-
awaited plan to achieve net 
zero greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 2050. Misleadingly 
called “Australia’s Long-Term 
Emissions Reduction Plan,” it 
sets out to achieve this target 
by increasing emissions! It is 
irresponsible and dangerous.

Whether it be at COP26, at 
the Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change, or the G20, at 
every turn the Morrison govern-
ment has sought to block decisions 
to phase out coal and other fossil 
fuels. It continues to cynically put 
private profi ts and political dona-
tions before the planet.

The Plan not only encourages 
the expansion of coal mining and 
coal exports, it relies on the pri-
vate sector and households and 
as yet undeveloped and unproven 

technology to achieve zero emis-
sions by 2050.

Nationals Senator Matt Cana-
van, Minister for Industry, Energy 
and Emissions Reduction, said: 
“Given the fact that the agreement 
[COP26] did not say that coal needs 
to be phased down or taken out, it 
is a green light for us to build more 
coal mines.”

That’s a lie. The agreement 
signed by 197 countries did include 
a commitment by all parties, includ-
ing Australia, to “phase down” the 
use of coal. The phrase had been 
changed from “phase out” on the 
insistence of India.

Australia was NOT given the 
green light to build more coal 
mines.

PLAYING POLITICS
The Plan says, “Our latest pro-

jections show that under a Technol-
ogy Investment Roadmap-aligned 
scenario, Australia will reduce 

emissions by up to thirty-fi ve per 
cent by 2030.” That begs the ques-
tion: Why couldn’t the government 
have increased its Paris climate 
summit pledge to that fi gure instead 
of leaving it at 26-28 per cent?

The government has a tactic of 
setting low targets and then boast-
ing of over-achieving. “We have 
beaten our Kyoto-era targets by 
459 million tonnes and expect to 
beat our 2030 Paris target by up to 
343 million tonnes,” it says. In fact, 
latest predictions suggest a reduc-
tion in emissions of 30-38 per cent 
by 2030 is far from enough.

The targets set by Australia at 
the Paris summit in 2015 are low 
compared to those of other devel-
oped countries; and now Australia 
lags even further behind by failing 
to increase those targets for 2030 
as other developed countries have 
done.

Australia’s commitment at Paris 
was to reduce emissions by 26-28 
per cent on 2005 levels by 2030. 
The UK and European Union aim 
for reductions of 68 per cent and 55 
per cent respectively on 1990 levels. 
Japan pledged to cut emissions by 
46 per cent based on 2013 levels.

The government is handing out 
taxpayers’ money hand over fi st: 
$20 billion over ten years to the 
private sector, including $1.2 billion 
for seven “clean hydrogen” hubs.

It will continue to encourage 
the opening of new coal mines and 
contrary to the COP26 agreement 
Adani has already sent its fi rst train 
load of coal to Abbot Point port for 
export to India.

JOBS MYTH
The claims about job crea-

tion from expanding fossil fuel 
and heavy industries are based 
on a myth being pushed by the 
resources sector that the phasing 
out of coal and other fossil fuels 
would amount to massive job losses 
and the destruction of regional 
communities.

These industries are capital 
intensive, employing relatively 
few workers. Redirecting the $20 
billion earmarked for the private 
sector – and the billions already 
being paid in subsidies to the fossil 
fuel companies – to other areas 
including the development of clean 
energy would create many more 
jobs. This has been proven over-
seas where substantial transitions 
to renewables have taken place.

The public sector is starved of 
funds. Public hospitals, education, 

housing, aged care, the NDIS, Medi-
care, women’s services, Indigenous 
housing, and health – there are so 
many areas where this money could 
and should be redirected.

CARBON OFFSET 
CON

One of the government’s pro-
posals is for the private sector to 
voluntarily use carbon off sets as a 
means of reducing emissions. This 
is the joker in the pack. A carbon 
credit or carbon off set is a credit 
representing one ton of carbon diox-
ide removed from the atmosphere. 
Individuals or companies looking 
to off set their own greenhouse gas 
emissions can buy those credits 
through an intermediary or directly 
from those capturing the carbon. 
It has become a multibillion-dollar 
industry for the intermediaries.

Friends of the Earth Inter-
national in a report released in 
2009 exposed carbon off setting 
as “ineff ective and damaging, and 
as a con which is failing to reduce, 
and in some cases is even increas-
ing, carbon emissions.” The report, 
A Dangerous Distraction, shows 
that off setting is profoundly unjust, 
fundamentally fl awed, and cannot 
successfully be reformed.

“It pays for projects intended 
to reduce emissions in develop-
ing countries while rich countries 
continue pumping out climate-
changing gases with impunity – 
when the science demands that 
carbon reductions are made in 
both developed and developing 
countries,” the report said.

“Plans to reduce emissions from 
deforestation through proposals 
that allow rich countries to buy 
chunks of forest whilst continuing 
to pump out emissions, is simply 
an extension of carbon off setting. 
1.6 billion people rely on forests, 
including sixty million Indigenous 
people who are entirely dependent 
upon forests for their livelihoods, 
food, medicines and building 
materials.

“Including forests in carbon 
markets is likely to trigger a land 
grab – leaving these communities 
struggling to survive.”

Meena Raman from Friends of 
the Earth Malaysia said:

“It is disgraceful that despite 
the urgency we are facing 
to tackle climate change, 
rich industrialised countries 
are trying to buy their way 

out of emission reductions 
through perilous off set 
schemes. Instead of cheating 
and continually failing to 
address climate change, they 
should live up their historical 
responsibilities and repay 
their climate debt.”

The Coalition’s government’s 
Plan involves the private sector 
purchasing carbon off sets “from 
our Indo-Pacific region.” It is 
criminal that the government is 
in concert with big business in 
their drive to exploit developing 
countries in this way. Australia 
has a responsibility under the 
Rio Earth Summit agreement to 
do the heavy lifting AND assist 
those countries with the neces-
sary resources for their survival. 
Australia should also have an open 
door to climate migrants.

STOP ADANI
The fi rst train carrying coal 

from Adani’s Carmichael mine has 
been shipped to Abbot Point port.

The campaign against Adani 
is gaining traction as the transna-
tional polluter has been deprived of 
insurance from Australia, the US, 
China and Europe. Market Forces 
reports that forty-two insurers have 
publicly ruled out underwriting the 
project, but Convex Insurance has 
not. (marketforces.org.au)

The government argues that 
Australia’s contribution to global 
greenhouse gas emissions is 1.3 
per cent and hence not signifi cant. 
This overlooks two factors. The fi rst 
is that when exports of fossil fuels 
are taken into consideration, the 
total contribution to fossil fuel pro-
duction is around eleven per cent. 
The other factor is the question of 
equity. Australia is the second high-
est emitter on a per capita basis.

Australia’s obligation under 
the Rio agreement to do the heavy 
lifting is based on equity – the pay-
ment of the carbon debt owed by 
countries including Australia.

As the Wilderness Society WA 
put it, referring to the Morrison gov-
ernment’s planned new off shore oil 
and gas fi elds: “This is an attempt 
to broaden the footprint of fossil 
fuels. The mindless creep of fossil 
fuel expansion is being pushed onto 
communities that do not want it.”

And as UN secretary-general 
Antonio Guterres warned in Glas-
gow, climate change “must sound 
a death knell for fossil fuels before 
they destroy our planet.” 
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Marcel Cartier

“They were trying to starve me into 
submission the same way the US is 
trying to starve the Nicaraguan people 
into submission.” With these words, 
journalist Steve Sweeney, who writes 
for the British socialist daily Morning 
Star, is unrepentant. He hadn’t even 
been back home in Britain for 48 hours 
when he agreed to a phone interview 
to discuss his three-day detention in 
a holding cell at Mexico City’s airport. 
During that period, he had received 
basically no food, and for the most part 
no clarity as to why he was being held.

During our talk, it was clear that he 
wasn’t feeling 100 per cent. His voice would 
occasionally break, and more than once he 
mentioned he would have to fi nd the time to 
go to the doctor that day to get checked out. 
Yet, far more important for Sweeney was to 
get the message out, even at the possible cost 
to his well-being.

For him, that message isn’t just about his 
cruel and degrading detention while en route 
to cover Nicaragua’s November 7th election. 
It is ultimately about the coordinated cam-
paign to strangle Nicaragua’s sovereignty 
and self-determination by whatever means 
necessary. As it happened, he was the only 
journalist from a British newspaper due to 
cover the elections. That alone made him 
a marked man by the imperialist powers-
that-be, who have been hellbent on creating 
the impression that the vote was nothing 
more than a stitch-up to cement the rule of 
President Daniel Ortega and the Sandinista 
National Liberation Front (FSLN).

For the revolutionary journalist, who 
had visited Nicaragua before in 2019 for the 
40th anniversary of the Sandinista revolu-
tion, that notion is ridiculous.

“We need to remember that prior to 
the Sandinista Revolution of 1979, there 
were no elections in Nicaragua under the 
pro-US Somoza dictatorship. It is the height 
of hypocrisy for the US to decry what it calls 
unfree elections in Nicaragua when it sup-
ports dictatorships like Saudi Arabia that 
don’t even hold elections.”

Sweeney’s story of being barred from 
being given passage to reach Nicaragua 
— where he was invited as an observer by 
the government — doesn’t begin during 
his inhumane treatment in Mexico City. It 
began weeks before when he had booked a 
fl ight to Managua in which he would have to 
transit through the United States. As a Brit-
ish citizen, he was entitled to simply fi ll out 
the customary US visa waiver known as the 
Electronic System for Travel Authorization 
(ESTA). This is generally a simple, 15-minute 
process that can be done online.

However, the application being made 
by a Communist journalist seemed to raise 
a red fl ag for the US authorities. Asked if 
he had previously visited Iraq, Sweeney — 
who has spent months there over the past 
year documenting US-backed war crimes 
committed by Turkey against the Kurdish 
population — had to check the “yes” box. 
Furthermore, the draconian changes made 
to the ESTA under the Trump administra-
tion that inquire about an applicant’s social 
media profi les forced Sweeney to disclose his 
profi les. These requirements haven’t been 
undone under the Biden administration. 
In short, Sweeney was rejected, banning 
him from even transiting through the US, a 
country he had no intention of setting foot in.

“As I then obviously couldn’t go through 
the United States, I was looking at alterna-
tive options, and I wasn’t going to be kept 
away from Nicaragua. The only alternative 
was to fl y by Lufthansa to Mexico City via 
Frankfurt, and then on from Mexico City to 
get an Aeromexico plane to Managua. Now, 
I didn’t foresee any particular problems aris-
ing from this; I thought this is a safe route.”

Trouble began to brew as soon as he 
touched down in Mexico City, however. What 
is usually a rather smooth transit process 
— though albeit sometimes long, given the 

numbers of passengers that use the airport 
as a connection hub — turned into what he 
calls a “Kafkaesque nightmare.”

“I was at a desk and then suddenly I was 
forced to relinquish my phone, sign some 
paper that they gave to me, and asked to fi ll 
out a form. I went into a room that had at 
least sixty plus people – this in a very tiny, 
tiny room where people were on the fl oor, 
people spilling out into the corridors. There 
was no ventilation. I was very concerned over 
COVID safety because we’re in the middle 
of a pandemic.”

At this point, he still saw the events 
unfolding as a minor inconvenience. Assum-
ing there was some kind of mistake that led 
him to this holding room, he was optimistic 
he would make his fl ight to Managua, which 
he had a seven-hour window to board. Things 
soon began to appear to be more politically 
motivated, however.

“The Mexican immigration authorities 
said that I didn’t have permission to enter 
Nicaragua, which was laughable because I was 
invited as a guest of the Nicaraguan govern-
ment. I mean, it was a really bizarre thing.”

After calling Nicaragua’s Foreign Minis-
try, it had all been sorted — or so he thought.

“Instead of me being allowed to go to 
check-in, the immigration people took me 

back to the holding cell. I was locked in again! 
They said it’s fi ne, and they told me, ‘Yes, 
we have all your papers, all your documents 
have been approved. Everything’s fi ne. We’ll 
come and get you before your fl ight.’ Then 
they never came.”

By the time he was seen again by an immi-
gration agent, that Aeromexico connecting 
fl ight had long since departed.

“I said what’s going to happen next, and 
they said, ‘Don’t worry, sir. Don’t worry, we’re 
going to get you on the next plane, sometime 
before lunchtime.’ Okay, I can accept that. 
But then they just didn’t show up. They didn’t 
show up in the morning. They didn’t show 
up at mid-day. I lost the timing a little bit 
because you have to remember that in that 
room the lights are on constantly. There was 
no clock. It’s really, really disorientating.”

Compounding an already aggravating 
situation was the fact that Sweeney — a dia-
betic — was being refused anything to eat. 
He witnessed other passengers in the hold-
ing area being given food every few hours. 
Their respective airlines would come to give 
them meals, as he says, “four or fi ve times a 
day.” Yet, when he asked for some food, he 
was fl atly told no.

After having missed his scheduled trans-
fer to Managua, as well as at least one other 

AFTER US BANS HIM, 
COMMUNIST JOURNAL

“The Mexican immigration authorities 
said that I didn’t have permission to 

enter Nicaragua, which was laughable 
because I was invited as a guest of the 

Nicaraguan government.”

Morning Star international editor Steve Sweeney speaks at a rally protesting a visit by Turkish President Erdogan to Britain in 2019.
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fl ight he had been guaranteed he could board, 
he was presented with an ultimatum — one 
so remarkably sketchy that there was no way 
he could accept the only option that would 
have theoretically allowed him to arrive in 
Nicaragua.

“An agent came to me and said, ‘You can 
either go back to Birmingham, and we’ll put 
you on a plane this evening. Or, alternatively, 
we can fl y you to Panama, and then to Mana-
gua.’ I asked for an explanation. He said, ‘The 
fl ight to Panama won’t leave until later on 
Monday!’ Bear in mind, it was Saturday, so 
this meant two more days in this cell. The 
election I was due to cover was on Sunday.” 
Sweeney asked what would happen when he 
got to Panama. The response he got: “You 
have to stay in a detention centre in Panama 
for two days.’”

The absurdity of the proposal left Sweeney 
baffl  ed. For him, it was not only completely 
unacceptable, but it was also a highly dan-
gerous off er. It would have meant going for 
days on end with little or no food.

“Five days without food would have 
absolutely have killed me. I have no doubt 
about it. Even as it was, looking back at my 
ordeal, the Mexican authorities could have 
killed me. I’m very clear about that.”

At this point, his hopes of reaching 
Nicaragua began to dwindle, and it certainly 
looked as if he was going to miss any part 
of election day. Finally, after what seemed 
like an eternity of trying to gain clarity into 
what motivated his detention and treatment, 
it all came spilling out courtesy of one of the 
immigration agents.

“Someone came and told me very clearly 
that ‘the Mexican authorities have said they 
do not want you to enter Nicaragua from 
Mexico, that they are not prepared to allow 
you to fl y there.’ I asked him to repeat it 
because this now becomes a political deci-
sion taken by the Mexican authorities. He 
said he was certain of it, and this is why that 
Panama route has come onto the table.”

With Sweeney’s health beginning to dete-
riorate, and after having asked for food on 
“fi ve or six occasions,” desperation began to 
kick in. He started looking through rubbish 
bins for any spare food, eventually stumbling 
across half a sandwich that he would need 
to “pick at a bit, but found it to be edible.” 
At a later point, a family from India that had 
found themselves in detention was generous 
enough to off er a few items from their meals, 
being shocked that this man was having to 
dig through garbage in order to fi nd a few 
scraps of food.

Eventually, the ordeal would be over. 
Sweeney would fi nd himself on a fl ight at 
last, but not to Managua, not to Panama, 
but back to Europe. Although infuriated 
with the Mexican authorities for their cruel 

treatment that certainly amounted to torture, 
his thoughts even at this point were mostly 
on the bigger picture, of which his detention 
was a mere microcosm.

“Me not setting foot in Nicaragua allowed 
the British press to report on the Nicaraguan 
election as they saw fi t. Their narrative is not 
the narrative of the Nicaraguan people, and 
they know it.”

Back in Britain, Sweeney is forging ahead 
with his work — reporting on his detention, 
reporting an alternative narrative (from 
afar) about Nicaragua, and calling out the 
hypocrisy around those who have sought to 
incorrectly frame his not being allowed to 
enter the country as the fault of the Nicara-
guan government.

“Many of these press freedom advocates 
have eff ectively said, ‘Journalists need to be 
free to report on Nicaragua,’ to which I said 
that it isn’t Nicaragua that prevented me 
from doing this. It was Mexico, and it was 
the United States. This was just a continu-
ation of Washington’s long war against the 
Nicaraguan people.”

As a credit to Sweeney as a revolution-
ary journalist, this wasn’t his fi rst detention 
nor the fi rst time he has been banned from 
entering a country. In 2019, he was due to 
report on the Turkish elections, covering 
the campaign of the pro-Kurdish Peoples’ 
Democratic Party (HDP). The HDP is the 
victim of what Sweeney calls “the largely 
political genocide operation in the world,” 
with over 20,000 members in jail.

Upon his arrival in Turkey, he was quizzed 
about his views on the Kurdish people, asked 
to give his views on Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK) leader Abdullah Ocalan, and 
then deported. Being banned from Turkey 
has clearly made Sweeney heartbroken, 
who recounts the story with a great deal of 
sorrow. It’s the same kind of sorrow that is 
felt when he speaks about not being able 
to see comrades and friends in Nicaragua.

“There are similarities between my ban 
from the US and my ban from Turkey. The 
US is tightening the screws against the 
Nicaraguan people, on the one hand. On 
the other, the government of Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan in Turkey is an outpost of US impe-
rialism and NATO in the region. Both the 
Sandinistas and the HDP get in the way of 
this dominance. It’s really no coincidence 
that on both occasions I was barred from 
covering these elections.”

If Turkish and US authorities have seen 
Sweeney’s work as disruptive of the narra-
tive they feel they are free to peddle, it is a 
tribute to the tenacity of journalism that 
represents the people. It’s that work, despite 
all of the obstacles and bans, that he pledges 
to continue.
People’s World 

MEXICO IMPRISONS 
LIST FOR THREE DAYS

Steve Sweeney, right, is the international editor for the Morning Star newspaper, Britain’s 
only socialist daily. His reports are regularly featured in People’s World.

Sweeney is no stranger to political persecution for his journalism. Here he is behind the 
barbed wire at Turkey’s Sincan Prison in 2018.

If Turkish and US authorities have seen 
Sweeney’s work as disruptive of the 
narrative they feel they are free to 

peddle, it is a tribute to the tenacity of 
journalism that represents the people.
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Jimmy Corcoran

In her column in the Business Post
on 3rd October the former Blueshirt 
minister Lucinda Creighton argued in 
favour of further EU expansion into 
the Balkans. She did so in terms that 
would have been familiar to those 
drafting English or British policy on 
Ireland any time in the past fi ve hun-
dred years.

She argued that unless the EU incor-
porates the region, Russia and China will 
intervene. This, she claims, will lead to insta-
bility on the borders of the EU, which could 
cause trouble within the EU itself.

This is an old argument used by colo-
nial powers to “justify” colonialism, i.e. the 
natives occupy a strategic position vis-à-vis 
the coloniser and are too weak to defend it 
against the coloniser’s rivals. It was used by 
the English and then British state in relation 
to Ireland, which was seen as a weak link, 
through which Spain or France could launch 
an invasion of Britain.

Following the Anglo-Irish Treaty and 
the creation of the Irish Free State, British 
policy remained the same. During the Second 
World War the British seriously considered 
invading the neutral Free State, lest it fall 
to Germany.

Creighton seems to believe in the “right” 
of the EU to incorporate all of Europe and 
is loud in proclaiming the benefi ts that EU 
membership and “European values” would 
bring to non-EU European countries. She 

would have us believe that the EU is on a “civ-
ilising” mission to less-developed countries. 
No mention of the EU supporting neo-Nazis 
in order to foist a pro-EU government on 
Ukraine, or the role it played in destabilising 
Yugoslavia. She is very much in the tradition 
of the Redmondite wing of Fine Gael, which 
always supported imperialism, only want-
ing a bigger cut for the Irish capitalist class.

One could argue that the ideology of 
the Irish state is in fact Redmondite, as 
even Fianna Fáil has shed any pretence of 
being anti-colonial or anti-imperialist. The 
vehemence with which the national broad-
caster RTE and the print media condemned 
Michael D Higgins’s decision not to celebrate 
the partition of Ireland, and their uncritical 
support for the EU, show the level of pro-
imperialist ideology that dominates estab-
lishment thought in Ireland. This refl ects 
the subordinate relationship that the Irish 
ruling class maintains with both British and 
EU imperialism.

Brexit has weakened both Britain and 
the EU. To what extent is not clear, as the 
capitalist class in both centres seeks to form 
a new relationship. The Irish ruling class 
is also trying to deal with the fall-out from 
Brexit. How they will favour their relation-
ship with one over the other will become 
evident over time.

Last month Simon Coveney leapt at the 
chance to attend the church ceremony in 
Armagh celebrating partition, like a vassal 
paying fealty to his feudal lord, in this case, 
British imperialism. At the same time he 

was engaged in a Twitter spat with the Brit-
ish Brexit negotiator, David Frost, in which 
Coveney upheld the primacy of the EU Court 
of Justice in overseeing the “NI Protocol.”

Despite the media spin, the protocol 
dispute has little to do with Ireland: it is 
a confl ict between EU imperialism and a 
section of the British ruling class. Ireland 
merely provides the battlefi eld. Neither the 
Dáil nor the Six-County Assembly will have 
a say in the outcome.

The last time Ireland was the battlefi eld 
for a confl ict between European powers was 
during the Williamite wars, and that didn’t 

end too well for us. Whether it is Ireland or 
the Balkans, the right of small European 
nations to chart an independent path is not 
accepted by the EU or the British.

However, we must take advantage of the 
rift between the EU and Britain to push the 
cause of national independence and social-
ism. We must challenge unblinkered media 
support for EU policies. We must also high-
light the undemocratic situation whereby the 
EU and Britain will make decisions about 
Ireland over the heads of the Irish people.
Socialist Voice 

BREXIT AND THE EU

Vu Quynh

The National Cultural Con-
ference, which will take place 
on the 24th November, is a 
very important event aimed 
at implementing the Resolu-
tion of the 13th National Party 
Congress on comprehensive 
human development and build-
ing an advanced Vietnamese 
culture imbued with a strong 
sense of national identity that 
will become an endogenous 
strength and driving force for 
the national development and 
defence.

Vietnam has a large number of 
workers in the cultural, literary and 
arts sectors. Over the past thirty-
fi ve years implementing Doi Moi
(Renewal), cultural and artistic 
work has made signifi cant contri-
butions to the country’s common 
development. However, during the 
4.0 period, culture is facing many 
new opportunities and challenges. 
Therefore, the Party, State and 
agricultural sector should agree 
the major directions and tasks for 
cultural and artistic work during 
2021-2026, with a vision to 2045. 
The conference will be an oppor-
tunity for culturalists, intellectuals, 
writers and artists to voice their 
enthusiastic opinions. Through 
the event, the cultural sector in the 
country and abroad will uphold 
solidarity to serve the country and 
people as well as promote the great 
national unity bloc.

Culture has always been the 
foundation and motivation for all 
aspects of social life. In the develop-
ment of a socialist-oriented market 
economy, culture plays a pivotal 
role. If culture is abandoned, the 
country will face the risk of losing its 

identity and the onset of the fading 
of traditional values. To become 
an endogenous strength, culture 
needs the care and orientation of 
the Party and State. In particular, 
the consolidation, development, 
training and use of intellectuals 
for cultural and artistic work is a 
core element.

Cultural and artistic life in Viet-
nam is diverse in its forms, expres-
sion and ways, but is also subject 
to many complicated fl uctuations 
due to both the positive and nega-
tive trends of the world’s cultural 
and artistic fl ows. The unselective 
absorption of foreign cultural values 
in the integration period has had a 
signifi cant infl uence on the forma-
tion of people’s lifestyles, morality 
and behaviours, especially amongst 
the younger generations.

Basically, the resolutions and 
policies of the Party and State have 
created favourable conditions for 
cultural and artistic forms to devel-
op in accordance with the specifi c 
situation of the country. However, 
there are still many inadequacies 
such as the treatment for writers 
and artists in specifi c art indus-
tries, the autonomy of traditional 
art units, the socialisation of both 
literature and the arts, policies on 
development of creative cultural 
industries, and urban creative 
cultural spaces.

Throughout the nation’s his-
tory, Vietnamese culture has held a 
position as a social spiritual founda-
tion and an “armour” that protects 
the nation’s survival. Culture will 
create a strong driving force for the 
country’s development in the new 
period, becoming an endogenous 
strength by which Vietnam can 
further integrate with the world.
Nhân Dân 

CULTURE – 
AN ENDOGENOUS STRENGTH
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Laura Mercedes Giráldez

Thirty-seven years of history bear 
witness to and validate the impor-
tance of holding the 14th Havana 
Biennial – despite pandemics, 
blockades and boycott attempts – 
given the commitment to continue 
serving as a point of convergence 
for horizontal dialogue and open 
interaction among creators, cura-
tors, cultural leaders and inter-
mediaries in the circulation of art 
from diff erent latitudes.

The event has the backing of the 
artists, curators and specialists who 
will participate, as was announced 
to the press by its director Nelson 
Ramirez de Arellano, who called for 
respecting and supporting the eff orts 
of those who, around the world, have 
put their energies into making the 
Biennial possible.

Today attempts are being made to 
promote a boycott of our country’s most 
important contemporary art event; 
tomorrow any other festival could be 
the target, since what some are trying 
to destroy is the possibility for life to 
resume its course in our nation, the 
eminent artist stated.

Attempts to prevent the fourteenth 
Havana Biennial from taking place are 

based on “an anti-cultural, exclusion-
ary position, since asking artists to 
refrain from presenting their proposals, 
asking professional intellectuals not to 
express their opinions, is tantamount 
to censorship, to attacking anyone who 
wishes, of their own free will, to attend 
this event. To assume this position of 
coercion and restrictions not only for 
Cubans, but for personalities of other 
nationalities as well, would be to choose 
de facto complicity with the imperial 
powers attempting to silence the raised 
voices of the South,” he insisted.

The legitimacy of the event was also 
refl ected in a statement published in 
the Mexican newspaper La Jornada, 
in which more than 150 artists from 
ten countries express support for 
the Biennial and the right to exist of 
this prestigious event, of Cuba and of 
respectful, solidary, enriching inter-
action between cultures and peoples.

“It is truly painful that those insti-
gating this campaign owe, to a great 
extent, their professional training, 
public recognition and international 
notoriety to the cultural policy, the 
artistic education system, the cultural 
institutions and the event they dispar-
age today,” the letter notes.

Eff orts to deprive the public and 
artists of the festival have their toxic 

roots in 1984, when for the fi rst time 
attacks were mounted against the 
Biennial. But not even in the most 
diffi  cult times has its organisation 
been renounced, because if anything 
distinguishes Cuba, it is our culture 
and persistent creativity. This is why 
the organising team developed a spe-
cial structure and conception of this 
fourteenth edition, given the reality 
within and beyond the island.

This is why the exhibition period 
was extended; why internation-
al transportation of works was 
reduced; why environmentally 
friendly projects making rational 
use of resources were selected, and 
why equipment is being reused. 
The Havana Biennial is an anti-hege-
monic space that privileges the right 
of art to be shared, and which from 
12th November, 2021 through to 30th 
April, 2022, will bring together some 
300 creators from around the world.

Future and contemporaneity await 
the opening of this approach to art 
from traditional and innovative per-
spectives, always anchored in creative 
freedom and the decolonising impulse 
of art and culture.
Granma 
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THE RIGHT OF ART TO EXIST

Perth

Eureka 
Anniversary

Friday 3rd December 5pm at Perth Trades Hall
Join Workers Solidarity WA celebration of the 167th Anniversary of the Eureka Stockade

Speakers from Unions and the community

Doors open from 4:30 pm – Light refreshments provided

facebook.com/events/s/eureka-anniversary/366027021987499

For more information call 0419 812 872 

COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
BRITAIN CELEBRATES 

SUBSTANTIAL GROWTH 
AND INFLUENCE

PUTIN AND 
LUKASHENKO SIGN 

DECREE ON THE 
UNION STATE

The Communist Party of Britain (CPB) 
celebrated substantial growth in size 
and infl uence in the labour and pro-
gressive movements at its recent 
congress.

Last weekend’s fi fty-sixth congress 
was attended by around 150 voting and 
consultative delegates, representing a CP 
membership that has risen by almost two-
thirds to more than 1,200 since the previ-
ous congress in 2018.

The congress also saw many more 
younger delegates than previously, in part 
because of the progress being made by the 
Young Communist League.

International guests included repre-
sentatives from the embassies of China, 
Cuba, and Vietnam and from Commu-
nist and workers’ parties in Afghanistan, 
Greece, India, Iran, Ireland, Portugal, the 
Russian Federation, and Spain.

Among the decisions last weekend 
were those to engage in major campaigns 
on the climate crisis and the public owner-
ship of energy and against the “new Cold 
War” declared by the Western imperialist 
powers against China.

Other important policy areas dis-
cussed by delegates included the new deal 
for workers, women’s rights, progressive 
federalism, racism, housing and home-
lessness, transport, the green new deal, 
gender politics, anti-semitism, Afghani-
stan, Israel and Palestine, and Britain’s 
nuclear weapons programme.

The congress also elected the Com-
munist Party’s executive committee for 
the next two years: Nisar Ahmed, Sonya 
Andemahr, Andy Bain, Mollie Brown, 
Andrea Burford, Sean Cannon, Ben 
Chacko, Andy Chaff er, Tony Conway, 
Mary Davis, Lorraine Douglas, Alex 
Gordon, Bill Greenshields, Moz Green-
shields, Robert Griffi  ths, Jonathan 
Havard, Richard Hibbert, Johnnie 
Hunter, Bernadette Keaveney, Tam Kirby, 
Hugh Kirkbride, Gawain Little, Sarah 
McDonough, David Morgan, Tommy 
Morrison, Kevan Nelson, Evan Pritchard, 
Carol Stavris, Ruth Styles, Robin Talbot, 
and Jade Welburn. 
Morning Star 

Russian President Vladimir Putin and 
his Belarusian counterpart Alexan-
der Lukashenko signed an integration 
decree of the Union State at a meeting 
of the Supreme State Council in Sevas-
topol on the 4th of November.

The politicians approved twenty-eight 
union programs of Moscow and Minsk, which 
were approved in September, as well as the 
main directions for the implementation of 
the provisions of the Treaty on the creation 
of the Union State for 2021-2023. Putin and 
Lukashenko also approved the military doc-
trine and the concept of migration policy.

Earlier, the Belarusian president 
announced that Russia and Belarus were 
launching the process to restart their joint 
economic cooperation. According to him, the 
process implies the introduction of modern 
technologies, designs, and decision-making 
methods.

During the talks held in the Kremlin in 
early September, Putin and Lukashenko 
coordinated twenty-eight programs within 
the framework of the Union State. They are 
to unify the legislation of Russia and Belarus 
in various spheres of economy and transport. 

Thus, Russia and Belarus intend to switch 
to the unifi ed industrial policy, joint access 
to government procurement, government 
orders, and gas market.

Russian President Vladimir Putin prom-
ised at the meeting of the Supreme State 
Council of the Union State that Russia would 
continue providing assistance to Belarus.

Belarus is Moscow’s closest ally, Putin 
noted. Belarus is a truly fraternal nation for 
the Russians, he added.

“Russia, of course, will continue to pro-
vide assistance to the brotherly Belarusian 
people, there are no doubts about this,” the 
Russian president said.

In September, Presidents Vladimir 
Putin and Alexander Lukashenko agreed on 
programs for the integration of Russia and 
Belarus. The leaders of the two countries 
coordinated twenty-eight “road maps” and 
announced transition to the joint macroeco-
nomic policy. Moscow and Minsk are to sign 
documents for the creation of the unifi ed gas 
market within the Union State by the 1st of 
December, 2023.
Pravda.ru 
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Chinese researchers are rolling out a 
number of remedies specifi c for COVID-
19 treatment as the world races into 
the third phase of the anti-epidemic 
fi ght characterised by a combination 
of accessible vaccines and drugs.

Among drug producers in China, a neu-
tralising monoclonal antibody combination 
therapy is expected to become the fi rst in 
the country to get approval for market use 
in December. It’s also likely to be the fi rst 
to receive emergency use authorisation in 
developed countries such as the US.

The combination therapy is co-developed 
by Tsinghua University, the Third People’s 
Hospital of Shenzhen and Brii Biosciences, 
a company that has dual headquarters in 
China and the US.

“Human bodies produce a great amount 
of antibodies, but not all of them have anti-
viral effi  cacy. The goal of our research is to 
pick out the strongest ones that can be used 
as antibody drugs to treat infected patients,” 
Zhang Linqi, a professor at the School of 
Medicine at Tsinghua University, was quoted 
as saying by Science and Technology Daily 
on Monday.

Tao Lina, an expert on immunology, 
told the Global Times that the theory of 
neutralising antibody-based therapies is to 
use the antibody in the medicines to neu-
tralise the virus.

They can be used for the treatment of mild 
to moderate COVID-19 or for post-exposure 
prevention, according to Tao.

Brii Biosciences announced in late August 
that its SARS-CoV-2 therapy BRII-196/
BRII-198 demonstrated a statistically sig-
nifi cant reduction of seventy-eight per cent 
in the hospitalisation and death in phase III 
clinical trials conducted in the US, Brazil, 
South Africa, Mexico, Argentina, and the 
Philippines.

It is most likely for the therapy to be 
authorised for emergency use in the US, the 
Science and Technology Daily report said, 
citing a source from Brii.

The phase III clinical trials are being 
led by China’s top respiratory expert Zhong 
Nanshan and being conducted in Guangzhou 

and Shenzhen, South China’s Guangdong 
Province, as well as Nanjing and Yangzhou, 
East China’s Jiangsu Province, and have 
delivered exciting results, media reported 
in August.

It has already been used among more 
than 700 patients infected in the recent 
epidemic fl are-ups in China, caused by the 
Delta variant in Shenzhen, Ruili, Nanjing, 
Putian and Heihe.

The therapy has also proven eff ective 
against major coronavirus variants, includ-
ing the Delta, Lambda and MU variants, the 
Beijing Daily reported.

The R&D team of the drug submitted 
application to the National Medical Products 
Administration on the 9th of October and 
is expected to be approved for marketing by 
the end of December.

The company has invested $100 million 
to get the drug ready for marketing in China, 
the US and other countries, Brii Biosciences’ 
Chief Financial Offi  cer announced in Sep-
tember. It has applied to the US Food and 
Drug Administration for emergency use 
authorisation.

By far, China has deployed three technical 
routes in developing COVID-specifi c drugs 
– blocking virus entry into cells, inhibiting 
virus replication and adjusting the human 
immune system. The three approaches have 
their respective advantages and strategies in 
dealing with the coronavirus.

Zhang Yuntao, a vice president and chief 
scientist of Sinopharm subsidiary China 
National Biotec Group, previously told the 
Global Times that the group’s COVID-19 
drug based on human immunoglobulin 
would soon be put into a clinical trial in the 
United Arab Emirates.

The drug has already been used in recent 
fl are-ups across China and it has proved 
to have a good therapeutic eff ect. Another 
medicine of the group based on monoclonal 
antibodies has also showed good neutralising 
eff ects on the COVID-19 virus in experiments 
and is undergoing the procedure to obtain 
clinical trial approval from the Chinese 
authorities, according to Zhang.

Kintor, a clinical-stage biotechnology 
company, also reportedly obtained approval 
in September for two phase III clinical trial 

projects on its small-molecule compound 
drug Pukru amine with Chinese authori-
ties. The two projects would be conducted 
in various countries and regions including 
China, the US, India and Europe.

Zeng Guang, former Chief Epidemiologist 
of the Chinese Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention, noted that currently countries 
are passing through the second phase of the 
epidemic prevention and control and are 
entering the third phase, where other meas-
ures need to be combined with vaccination, 
the 21st Century Business Herald reported 
in the 8th of November.

Commenting on those who hold the opin-
ion that vaccines are no longer needed once 
the COVID-19 drugs are rolled out, medical 
experts warned that it is “a dangerous mis-
conception.” Either in preventing infection 
or in reducing the rate of severe symptoms 
or death, there are no substitutes for vac-
cines. “Therapeutic drugs and vaccines are 
not confl icting but complementary,” said 
Ding Sheng, dean of the School of Pharmacy 
at Tsinghua University.
Global Times 
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Upon the arrival of 2,5 million 
Sinopharm vaccines through 
the COVAX mechanism on 
Saturday, President Nicolas 
Maduro announced that Vene-
zuela has already enough doses 
to immunise ninety-fi ve per 
cent of the population against 
COVID-19.

“Despite the sanctions and 
fi nancial persecution implemented 

by the United States, we got the 
money to purchase vaccines,” 
Maduro stated, stressing that 
humanitarian issues should not 
be politicised.

So far, Venezuela has received 
5,875,200 coronavirus vaccines 
through the COVAX facility and 
over 18 million Abdala, Sover-
eign 02, Sputnik V, Sinovac, and 
Sinopharm vaccines through 

negotiations with Russia, China, 
and Cuba.

Over seventy-four per cent of 
the population has been vaccinated 
against COVID-19. Since Venezuela 
expects to receive 6,192,800 more 
coronavirus vaccines through the 
COVAX mechanism soon, authori-
ties estimate that eighty per cent of 
the citizenry will be fully immunised 
by the 30th of November.

This week, authorities began 
immunising children older than two 
years with the Sovereign 02 vaccine 
from Cuba. Children with comor-
bidities have priority since they 
need to develop a better immune 
response to fi ght the virus.

“Although young people is likely 
to develop less COVID-19 symp-
toms, it is important that they get 
vaccinated to prevent them from 

infecting their parents or other 
adults with whom they cohabit,” 
Health Minister Carlos Alvarado 
explained.

As of the 15th of November, 
Venezuela had reported 419,745 
coronavirus cases and 5,026 related 
deaths, seven of which occurred in 
the last twenty-four hours.
teleSUR 

“WE HAVE ENOUGH VACCINES TO IMMUNISE 
95 PER CENT OF VENEZUELANS”: MADURO


