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BUDGET
RAZOR GANG
Anna Pha
Despite everything that the Morrison
government says about not pursuing
“budget repair”, that is exactly what it
is doing. Punitively, secretively, and
dishonestly, Treasurer Josh Frydenberg and his razor gang are already
on the move. Corporate welfare will
continue to rise: social spending will
take the big hit.
The government is targeting the most
vulnerable groups in the name of “budget
repair”: The unemployed, the homeless,
sole parents (mostly women), people with
mental illness, age pensioners and many
more are all facing or have already experienced callous cuts.
One of the most vicious cuts of all was
the slashing of JobSeeker to a miserly,
starvation income of $629.50 a fortnight or
just under $45 a day. It is one of the lowest
unemployment benefits of any OECD country
and an absolute disgrace for a rich country
like Australia.
At the same time, Frydenberg is promising tax cuts, further tax concessions for business, and Defence Minister Peter Dutton is
embarking on a spending spree on nuclear
submarines, missiles and expansion of US
military bases in Australia. In other words,
the Coalition plan to reduce potential income
from taxation, spend billions more on the
military, at the same time as slashing the
budget deficit and government debt!
The budget deficit was $134 billion at
the end of the 2021 financial year and the
2021-22 budget forecast an accumulated
gross debt of $963 billion by 30th June 2022.
Something has to give, and it won’t be
Morrison’s big business mates or the war
machine.

NDIS TARGETED
The National Disability Insurance
Scheme (NDIS) is lined up to take one of
the biggest hits.
The federal government has been and still
is determined to cut spending on the NDIS.
It came up with the idea of “independent
assessments” of the disabled to determine
their eligibility and level of support. Strong
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The NDIS is not welfare: It is an individualised scheme based on the needs and choices of participants.

opposition saw it forced to retreat on “independent assessments” as the public and
advocacy groups saw through this smokescreen for cost-cutting.
But this has not halted plans for savage
cuts to and underfunding of the scheme.
Minister for the NDIS Linda Reynolds, a
former brigadier in the army reserve and
former Defence Minister, has no qualms in
boosting military spending while taking aim
at people with disabilities.
She has called for states and territories
to increase their contributions to the scheme
because its costs are rising and are higher
than previous estimates. She has also come
out with the most extraordinary claim that
the NDIS was never intended to function as
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Climate activist pays the
price for gov’t inaction

a “welfare scheme for life”: The NDIS is not
welfare: It is an individualised scheme based
on the needs and choices of participants.
The main objective of the NDIS is to
provide people with disability and their
families with the necessary supports so that
they can manage everyday activities and, as
far as possible, live an ordinary life. The aim
is to enhance the independence and social
and economic participation of people with
disability, to provide them the choice and
control to use their NDIS funding on the
supports.

Continued on page 5

SABOTAGED
Instead of services being delivered by
the not-for-profit sector, administration of
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Interview with Comrade
Ekin from the TKP

the NDIS and provision of services leave a
lot to be desired, with layers of contracting
out to private providers who pocket profits. Participants are being commodified for
private profit.
People with permanent disabilities are
still expected to review their plans every
twenty to thirty-six months in instances
where their circumstances are likely to stay
the same. There are numerous reports of
plans being cut in recent reviews while needs
remain unaltered or even greater.

UN must end sanctions
against the DPRK

This is the last Guardian
for 2021. The first
Guardian in 2022 will be
24th January.
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YEAR IN REVIEW
2021 has been a year that has intensified the
elements of the class struggle we have been experiencing since the pandemic arrived in Australia
in 2020.
The working conditions and pay of the working class have been systematically undermined as
employment becomes increasingly casualised and
major corporations underpay their workers. This
was a result, in no small part, to the continued attacks on workers by the Morrison government with
the amendments made to the Fair Work Act. The
latter is particularly atrocious given the financial
support in the form of COVID-19 corporate relief
payments by the Morrison government and that
many of these corporations still managed to make
significant profits.
These conditions are not sustainable. This is
particularly evident in the hospitality sector, where
the ruling class have loudly protested the inability
to employ workers to staﬀ their venues. These businesses heavily relied on cheap labour provided by
a stream of foreign labour (e.g. backpackers) who
do not know their rights and will work any job
to secure a wage. The Australian working class
cannot simply aﬀord to be underpaid, which is
why these jobs are going unfulfilled.
The pandemic has also continued to be a site
of ideological tension between the right and the
left. Fascists have been channelling unrest around
lockdowns and vaccines into centres of disruption.
Here, the right has continued a major misinformation spree that has only further exacerbated
the situation felt by the working class, dividing
us among lines of “anti-vax/pro-vax” instead of
uniting us against our class enemy. The prime
example of such a tactic was the protest at the
CFMEU oﬃce in Melbourne. These false divisions
only serve the ruling class, who are happy to accept
the distractions. This is evident in Morrison’s soft
response to the series of far-right protests occurring nationally, which have included death threats
to Premier Dan Andrews. This is a sharp contrast
to Morrison’s harsh response to protests the left
activates, such as those around climate change,
and in solidarity with Indigenous struggle.
The Morrison government also placed Australia
at the centre of a new Cold War when it signed
the AUKUS agreement, a military pact between
Australia, the UK, and the US. As a result of
AUKUS, Australia will waste an additional $100
billion on militarisation, the centrepiece of which
is nuclear submarines. The AUKUS agreement is
a military aggression that will only heighten tensions and concerns for our trading partners in the
Asia Pacific and will only further isolate us in the
region. Furthermore, rather than spending this
exorbitant amount of money on military equipment, Australia could be investing in renewables,
hospitals, schools, housing, to name a few.
In 2022, we have an opportunity to end the
near-decade of Coalition government. While we
are under no illusions that the ALP will on its own
provide equitable conditions and pay for the working class, its desire to preserve its labour links
along with its support base in the union movement
means that the working class is better placed to
apply political pressure on these structures than
it was on the Coalition.
Thus, it is important that we learn from 2021,
that we take the class struggle forward and unite
in fighting for climate action, workers’ rights,
Indigenous struggle, better healthcare, and peace.
We can do this if we remember that we are fighting from a class position, as the majority class,
against a minority ruling class desperate to hoard
its wealth while the majority class struggles to
meet basic living needs.

SEASON’S GREETINGS
AND FOR A BETTER
2022: THE PEOPLE
NEED SOCIALISM
MORE THAN EVER
Vinnie Molina
CPA National President

As we approach the end of 2021, we must
reflect on how almost two years of COVID-19
have changed people’s lives here in Australia
and internationally.
The Coalition government and employers’ war
on Australian workers and their families has had no
precedent. The government has used the pandemic to
justify new attacks on civil and democratic rights. The
2022 federal election is looming but expects to see the
ongoing pursuit of right-wing voters for more policies
on climate change that will fail to deliver anything
tangible; and promises on the protection of women,
children, and the elderly that will never be realised.
The two major parties of capitalism joined forces
again to defend the Two-Party System by imposing
a restrictive 1500 names to register a political party
successfully. Our eﬀorts towards the registration of
the Communists received a blow by legislation. Several of the registered minor political parties are now
trying a last-minute dash to get the required number
of members to avoid deregistration.
We saw the Liberal National Party Coalition in the
final throes of Parliamentary sitting for 2021 try to
rush through a bill requiring presentation of ID to vote.
A move that would take us even closer to a US-style
voting that is known to alienate and disenfranchise
those already suﬀering disadvantage.
That is the type of capitalist democracy we live
in. The type of democracy that has privatised most
of our public assets leaving an under-funded public
health system at the mercy of a pandemic not seen for
one hundred years. Access to health, education, aged
care, and childcare is becoming harder and harder for
working class families. Women, in particular, have
been on the receiving end of cuts and failed policies.
Most recently the secretive AUKUS Treaty was
announced and signed which will be at the expense

of the people. The deal, which is much more than just
nuclear submarines, opens the path to pursue a local
nuclear industry for the benefit of the US Alliance and
its cold war on China.
Party members are currently working with other
forces in a campaign to stop AUKUS. We anticipate
this will be a long-term eﬀort to stop the forces of war
and we are in for the long haul. We ask all our Party
members and Guardian readers to actively participate
in the campaign to defeat AUKUS.
The struggle for climate justice, equality and land
rights for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
will keep us busy in 2022. We must organise and
fight for a new normality that delivers for the people.
Workers want well paid and secure jobs. A liveable
wage and secure employment to see families able to
satisfy their needs of housing, food, health, education, and recreation.
In 2021 CPA members did a great job keeping
the Party active despite the pandemic; we also experienced some growth. In 2022 we must double our
eﬀorts to build the Party for a Socialist Future. That
is the slogan of the 14th National Congress to be held
on 25th-27th February.
Communists must fight for a better future. The
pandemic has demonstrated that socialism is not
only the solution but that it is needed more than ever.
I take the opportunity of this end of the year greeting to pay my respects to all those Party veterans who
have dedicated their lives to the cause of socialism
and kept our glorious communist party alive for more
than one hundred years. They made possible the celebration of 101 years of the communist movement in
Australia last October. Together we also celebrated
the 50th anniversary of our predecessor the Socialist
Party of Australia, SPA on 5th December 2021.
I wish you all a great New Year in 2022 and a safe,
healthy, and happy holiday season with your families
and friends. 

14th National Congress
Special Appeal
From 25-27 February 2022, elected delegates representing Communist Party organisations from all over
Australia will gather in Sydney for the 14th National Congress of the Party, COVID restrictions permitting.
In the lead-up to the Congress, Party members have been discussing and submitting amendments to a draft
Political Resolution. At Congress delegates will review the work of the Party and look to its future tasks.
Congress will elect a new Central Committee to lead the work of the Party until the next National Congress.
The CPA has launched a Special Appeal to help defray the costs associated with holding a National
Congress. We are appealing to Party members and organisations, all friends and supporters of the Party and
Guardian readers to help fulfill our $10,000 target as soon as possible.
To contribute, please fill in the form below or write your details on a separate piece of paper to send with
your contribution.
All contributions will be acknowledged in the Guardian, with the names of contributors unless otherwise
requested. We look forward to your support for this important occasion.

(Name) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ contributes $ _ _ _ _ _ to the above Appeal.
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash for that amount (made out to “CPA”).
Payment may also be made by Credit Card by filling the information below:
Credit Card minimum $20  Visa or  Mastercard
Name on the card _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Signature _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Card # ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___
Expiry Date ___ ___ / ___ ___
I  agree/  disagree with having my name published in the Guardian
in acknowledgement of my contribution.
Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 or phone through on 02 9699 8844.
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CLIMATE ACTIVIST PAYS THE
PRICE FOR GOVERNMENT
INACTION
Casey Davidson
A climate activist who climbed
on top of a coal train, which led
to a five-hour delay of fifteen
coal trains between Newcastle and Maitland, will serve up
to a year behind bars – in the
harshest sentence ever delivered in Australia in relation to
direct climate action.
Eric (Sergio) Herbert participated in a larger campaign by
Blockade Australia to target the
coal export chain through to the
Port of Newcastle in response to
Australia’s poor commitment to
cut greenhouse gas emissions by
2030 at COP26. In contrast, violent anti-vaccine protesters have
put citizens in danger and also
delayed production without such
severe sentencing.
Meanwhile, the gigantic Adani
Carmichael coal mine in the Galilee Basin is set to begin exports
by the end of the year. It carries a
plethora of concerns, not only from
campaigners but also First Nations
groups protecting heritage sites.
In the wake of the upcoming
election, the ALP has set its climate
change targets lower than in 2019
but still oﬀers a vast improvement
over the current LNP Morrison government’s embarrassing standards.
Herbert has a six-month nonparole period but has been released
on bail, pending appeal. Under his
bail conditions, he is unable to enter
some particular government areas
except to attend court. He cannot
enter a rail corridor unless he is
a passenger of a train, and he is
under house arrest between 6 PM
and 6 AM.
He was arrested while walking
in a national park and was charged
with “obstruction of a locomotive
or rolling stock” and “hindering
mining equipment.” He was threatened by NSW police commissioner
Mick Fuller with a 25-year charge of
“intention to injure or kill rail passengers” – an outrageous response
to non-violent direct action.
This kind of punishment is
reminiscent of the Joh BjelkePetersen period in Queensland in
the 1970s, where all protests were
made illegal and carried severe
charges. Interestingly, Herbert’s
sentence was carried out by nonother than Janine Lacy, partner

of One Nation NSW leader, Mark
Latham.
Herbert’s action was just one
part of a larger campaign by Blockade Australia, a grassroots climate
action group that organises direct
action to disrupt practices that
further drive the climate crisis. The
work and courage from the group’s
activists have achieved some wins
in slowing the deadlines for coal
exports and increasing publicity
in climate action.
However, the disconnection to
unions has created a deeper divide
between the broad left and workers
in the mining industries. Walking
the line between climate action
and protecting the livelihoods of
workers is essential in creating
critical support, however, it remains
increasingly important to put pressure on governments around the
world to improve their policies to
reach lower emissions by 2030.
The Construction, Forestry,
Maritime, Mining and Energy
Union (CFMEU) ex-national president, Tony Maher made suggestions
at a Just Transition Conference to
look to Germany for ways in which
their government phased down
their black coal industry while
prioritising social impacts.
Germany rotated younger workers among remaining coal mines,
while older workers took early
retirement, and gradually they gave
younger workers opportunities to
find work in other industries. This
created a commitment from other
industries to provide job openings
for these workers.
Rather than viewing the climate
crisis as a responsibility purely of
miners and mining companies, it
was the responsibility of the whole
society. In comparison, Australians
are fed a story that it is impossible
to find skilled mine workers jobs
in other industries, and they must
suﬀer to ensure the proper functioning of the market, or alternatively,
that it costs too much to make the
necessary adjustments.
It is telling that while hundreds
of anti-vaccination protesters were
arrested and charged after destroying private property, and assaulting
citizens and police oﬃcers, they
have not received sentences to the
level of Herbert.
While the climate activists have
only engaged in non-violent direct

action, these right wing rallies
have put the health of citizens at
risk, as well as death-threatening
politicians, throwing bottles and
hurling rocks at civilians, smashing car windows, injuring several
police oﬃcers, and even kicking a
dog with charges of animal cruelty.
Amongst these inconsistent
punishments, the Adani Carmichael
mine commenced operations this
month. Climate activists locked
themselves to rail and mining
equipment and continue to be
charged disproportionately, while
ten million tons of thermal coal
is set to be shipped annually for
thirty years.
The 447km² Adani mine site,
which uses 12 billion litres of water
per year, is located in Wangan
and Jagalingou country, in the
Galilee Basin. One of the traditional
owners, Coedie McAvoy, has been
occupying this space with his family
over concerns of clearing cultural
heritage sites, which contain locations once used for stonework.
While the Australian wing of
the Adani company, Bravus, has
expressed that they have had a
consultation with First Nations,
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many in the community said they
were “strong-armed” into signing
an agreement to excavate the land.
This space contains stone artifacts
that could be found up to 1.5 metres
deep, which would provide considerable archeological findings about
historical activities in the area over
thousands of years. It is also deeply
inconsiderate to the importance of
the land in the lives of Wangan and
Jagalingou peoples.
On an international level, it is
clear that China is already finding
alternatives to import coaling and
is developing its renewable energy
industry. However, it seems India
and South East Asia will rely upon
Australia’s coal production while
they rely on fossil fuels.
It is unfair to expect these
countries to find their way towards
renewable energy at the same pace
as developed nations, while they are
developing and remain under the
influence of US imperialism. Maher
suggested that perhaps the focus on
shutting down the export industry
should not be campaigners’ main
interests, as external markets will
not look to Australia for direction
in their energy policy.

Nevertheless, if all activists from
coal-rich countries put pressure on
their governments to limit their
coal exports, perhaps other governments would put more emphasis on
finding alternative energy sources.
The ALP opposition has
released new climate policies
leading up to the election. They
promise a forty-three per cent emission reduction target by 2030, and
net-zero by 2050, while creating
604,000 new jobs. In comparison,
the LNP’s current approach is set
to fall well short of this target.
Labor has announced that it will
significantly upgrade transmission infrastructure to hasten the
transition to renewables, invest
in solar banks and install 400 new
community batteries.
As Australia is a considerably
sunny and windy country, there
is major potential to grow renewable energies and become a more
climate-conscious nation. It is also
important to consider the livelihoods of those in the coal industry
and find genuine ways to engage all
workers in this important global
crisis. 

“How to Spot a Communist”
There’s always a use
for a good tea-towel.
This humorous “How to
Spot a Communist” lists
characteristics of a communist.
It would make a good gift or
look great on display.
$15 Including postage
within Australia.
See page 10 for how to order.
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DON’T TREAD ON
THE EUREKA FLAG
Z Doney
Present at the rash of recent protests
around Australia are a multitude of colourful symbols to go with the colourful slogans and props. In this article,
we’ll put to the side major discussion of
these protests and their aims to instead
focus on some flags. The Eureka flag is
present at a large amount of Australian protests. It is blue with a stylised
Southern Cross upon it. Recently there
is also a strange yellow flag present. It
has a coiled rattlesnake upon it over
the text “DONT [sic] TREAD ON ME.”
This flag is called the Gadsden Flag.
The flags have a shallow similarity in
that they are perceived as flags raised
in rebellion or resistance. However,
their origins are rather diﬀerent to
their current usage.

ORIGINS OF THE FLAGS
The Gadsden flag has its roots in the
American Revolutionary war, which was a
national-bourgeois revolution against the
British. The snake represents the colonies
of what became the USA. It was created by
politician Christopher Gadsden and flown
by the Continental Navy (of the US forces).
The outcome of this war was that the United
States of America gained independence
from the British Empire and could set about
establishing its federal democratic republic.
This flag remained popular in its state of
origin (South Carolina) and was adopted by
various groups over the years. In the 1990s,
far-right Patriot militiamen adopted the
flag, and it was sold in far-right Militia of
Montana catalogues. The flag was displayed
at anti-immigration “border watches” such
as that in Arizona in April 2005. In 2009,
the Tea Party adopted the flag and further
popularised the yellow banner.
The Eureka flag comes from a struggle
by workers on the goldfields in the 1850s
against the mining licence and abuses of the
state amidst declining gold yields. The banner
was flown by the Stockaders, who swore an
oath under it at a mass meeting of miners.
These meetings are what gives the Eureka
its worker-democratic connotations. The
brutality meted out by the police and military
in the early hours of the 3rd of December in
Ballarat in 1854 created a surge of popular
urban support for the stockaders and a lot
of dissent towards a conservative draft of
a Victorian constitution which favoured
squatters and landowners. The outcome of
the Eureka Stockade was limited suﬀrage
for men expressed as the Electoral Act 1856
(see Guardian issue #1988).

THE FLAGS TODAY
In 1775 the threat to the fledgling
American colonies embodied by the coiled
snake was the British Empire. In 2021 at
the American Capitol riots, the treader was
seen to be the allegedly illegitimate American
Democrat government. Over the history of
its usage, the Gadsden flag has been flown
at events that can broadly be described as
American anti-federal-authority events. The
authority that supersedes federal authority
is either a smaller American government

or law enforcement authority, like a state
government or a county sheriﬀ or the reliable fallback of the smallest minority group
in existence: the individual. The usage of
the Gadsden flag at these Australian rallies
against various Australian governments is
ahistorical and absurd.
Today, the Eureka flag appears at rallies
that involve the working class and groups
that wish to associate with or pass as the
working class. The flag appears on either side
of the police line at demonstrations as it is
displayed by a wide variety of social movements. Everything in Australia happens on
stolen land. The Eureka Rebellion did not
address this contradiction. The Eureka flag
has perceived and disputed characteristics
and is flown by many groups and movements
in contemporary Australia. As well as the left
and progressive groups, sections of the right
have latched onto the anti-establishment
character of the Eureka Rebellion and co-opt
the flag accordingly. The Eureka Stockade
and its symbols loom large in the historical
imagination of Australia.
Today we can see both of these flags flown
next to Trump flags and the Aboriginal flag at
rallies against the state government in Victoria. This only makes sense if you don’t think
about it very much. Both flags are “resistance” flags, and so both flags pass wherever
“resistance” is required. Without going into
the bewildering particulars of the recent
protests let’s consider some movements.

IMPORTED SOCIAL
MOVEMENTS
The use of the Gadsden flag at contemporary rallies in Australia is evidence of the
imported character of much of this social
movement. The movement encompasses
a grab-bag of right-wing-libertarian-populist issues. References to US Constitutional amendments, Trump flags, a kind
of “Australian constitutionalism” and a
vague insistence on “freedom” are further
signs of importation. Conspiracies about
some kind of international central government, control of our state government
and/or the world are the concerns of the
conspiracy-right. Allegations that this or
that elite is a pedophile or that communists
control state or federal government are
right-populist tactics exported by various
online conspiracy groups and sympathetic
media organisations. They have no distinct
Australian character other than the proper
nouns have been changed.
Ideas of scientific socialism/communism came initially from overseas (although
there were elements of precapitalist communism among indigenous societies), but
these were adopted by working class forces
in the founding of the CPA in 1920. It did
not originate in Australia and it has its own
flags and concerns. Currently, communists
do not control the state of Victoria. Simply
put, the goal of communists is the redirection of production to serve human need
through the dictatorship of the proletariat.
We consider this to be something much
closer to freedom than the current bourgeoisdemocratic system. We see the Eureka as a
flag of workers’ organised resistance. The

yellow flag is American detritus with no
relevance to our struggle.

KEEP FLYING THE
EUREKA FLAG

THE FLAGS TOGETHER

To a moderate extent, the use of the
Gadsden in the Australian context perhaps
can be excused as a lack of antipodean imagination – another example of our paper-thin
sovereignty. The Gadsden and Eureka flags
are flown out of context both to represent
some kind of “resistance”. The Gadsden has
no coherent place in Australian movements
which can be derived from its history. The
Eureka does.
You can see attempts to insert the
Gadsden elements into our symbols. There
is a Eureka flag defaced with the snake and
text from the Gadsden. The history of Australian labour struggle is cheapened by the
inclusion of American national struggle. The
contemporary conflation of the two issues
against current governments is incoherent.
The Eureka is our flag from our labour
movement and long shall it fly. 

Flying the Gadsden flag in Australia is
part of American soft power – along with
their slogans, social networks and two out
of three of the approved COVID-19 vaccines.
It represents a sad failing of the imagination
of a movement of would-be rebels along the
lines of the failings of our federal government in slavishly ceding our foreign policy
decisions to the USA.
Flying the USA-small-government flag
next to the Australian anti-Victorian government flag only makes sense if you don’t think
about it very much. Once both of the flags
are reduced only to their “resistance” characteristic, they become merely merchandise.
The history of the Eureka flag has a place in
our continuing Victorian-Australian struggle.
The history of the Gadsden is an American
history which does not map onto the struggle at the goldfields or the push-back against
current Australian governments.

The history of the Eureka flag
has a place in our continuing
Victorian-Australian struggle.
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BHP CAN’T ENFORCE VACCINE
MANDATE: FAIR WORK
COMMISSION

B Curphey
Workers at NSW’s Mt Arthur BHP coal
mine have won in the Fair Work Commission (FWC), which ruled on 3rd
December that BHP can not enforce
a vaccine mandate at the site until it
undertakes genuine consultation with
workers. This marks the first time a
company has had its vaccine mandate
overturned by the FWC.
Employees are required to follow any
lawful and reasonable direction by their
employer (for more information see Guardian #1979 “Explainer: Can employers mandate vaccinations?”). Employers have used
this rule to justify company-specific vaccine
mandates in states where there is no government mandate.
Given the circumstances, BHP’s mandate
was clearly lawful. However, in the FWC’s
opinion, BHP’s failure to consult with its

workers over the mandate meant that while
lawful, it was not a reasonable direction. The
FWC directed BHP that the mandate could
be made lawful and reasonable through
implementing a meaningful consultation
process with workers, stating:
“The consultation deficiencies we have
identified can be addressed by Mt Arthur
consulting the employees in relation to
the question of whether or not the site
access requirement should be imposed at
the mine.”
BHP states that vaccination is essential
for workers at the Mt Arthur site to protect
workers and their families, as well as vulnerable remote Indigenous communities in the
area. However, the correctness of their position was not the point of the claim. Workers
have a right to be genuinely consulted on
issues aﬀecting their working conditions.
The BHP mandate seriously undermines
this right.

Under the BHP mandate, employees
would not be able to access the site to work
unless they had had one dose of COVID
vaccine by 9 November, with all employees
expected to be fully vaccinated by the 31st of
January 2022. Approximately fifty workers
were stood down without pay in November
when they failed to meet the deadline.
CFMEU Northern mining and NSW
energy district president Peter Jordan
described the ruling as “a win for the rights
of workers to be genuinely consulted about
matters aﬀecting them under state workplace
health and safety laws.” BHP will undertake
the required consultation in the coming
month. Meanwhile, vaccination continues
to be a condition of entry to the site.
The Communist Party of Australia maintains its strong support for mass vaccination
against COVID-19. Every person should get
vaccinated if it is safe for them to do so. In
many high-risk industries, including mining

and construction, getting vaccinated is the
safe and responsible thing to do.
However, vaccine mandates ought to
be enforced by public health authorities
and informed by science, not by employers’
whims without consultation with workers.
In a statement on this issue earlier this year,
the party central committee stated:
“The best and most eﬀective outcomes
[for overcoming COVID-19] should be mandated across the community and enforced
through national and state safety regulators
… The Communist Party of Australia strongly
opposes the employer drive for compulsory
vaccination as an industrial weapon. We
condemn the attempt to distract from the
need for vaccine choice and immediate
vaccination rights for all with more choice
of vaccines made available from the international market.” 

BUDGET RAZOR GANG
Continued from page 1

The government is undermining
the scheme by reducing support and
increasingly knocking applicants
back. Reynolds has now indicated
that the government plans to give
the CEO of the NDIS the power to
change a recipient’s plan without
their permission.
Those in the frontline providing
the services are under huge pressure with big workloads.
The NDIS, apart from the
enhancement of lives it brings, has
the potential to be of huge benefit
to the economy. The NDIS has the
potential to enable hundreds of
thousands of people with disabilities
to make a positive contribution to
society and the economy as well as
living a full life.

SOUND ECONOMICS
The progressive think tank Per
Capita estimates that the NDIS
employs more than 270,00 people

in a range of occupations and
contributes to the employment of
tens of thousands more workers
indirectly. “The economic impact
of the scheme is likely very large,
even compared to other types of
government spending,” Per Capita
states.
Per Capita gives a conservative
estimate of the multiplier eﬀect of
the NDIS to be in the range of 2.25
which it says would mean that the
economic contribution in 2020-21
was around $52.4 billion.
The NDIS is underfunded and
Per Capita estimates that every
$1 billion that it is under-funded
results in significant negative outcomes across the economy. This
includes a decline in total economic
activity of $2.25 billion.
“The consequences of underinvesting in the NDIS would be
disproportionately born by women,
carers and people living with a
disability.”

Fully funding the NDIS would
increase employment that in turn
would increase government revenue
from income tax.

ALTERNATIVES TO
THE RAZOR
Lifting the incomes of social
security recipients would generate
further spending and economic
growth. People on very low and
low incomes spend every additional
cent in the economy. This results
in increased demand and more
jobs. The additional employment
results in a larger income tax take.
But most importantly, it would
enable social security recipients to
live their lives in dignity, to enjoy
the basics of human existence, and
participate in society. Surely in such
a rich country as Australia, that is
the least we can do.
The slashing of corporate
welfare, in particular fossil fuel

subsidies, and increasing corporate taxes would go a long way to
reducing budget deficits and government debt.
Australia is spending more than
$1 trillion on war preparations in
the next twenty years to fight US
imperialism’s wars. The AUKUS
pact between Australia, the US
and the UK includes the purchase
of nuclear-powered submarines,
missile systems, and the expansion
of US bases on Australian territory.
Instead of participating in US
imperialism’s wars, heightening
tensions in the Asia-Pacific region,
and contributing to a dangerous
arms race, Australia should be cutting military spending and closing
all foreign military facilities.
Instead of building nuclearpowered subs, the shipyards in
South Australia could be building
an Australian merchant fleet. This
would facilitate the security of Australia’s imports and exports.

PLANNING
Job creation is one of the best
methods of reducing the budget
deficit. The more people in paid
employment, the larger the revenue from income tax. There is
great scope to create hundreds of
thousands of jobs in the transition to a sustainable and peaceful
future. These jobs could be created
by redirecting the $47 billion-ayear subsidy given to the fossil
fuel industry towards funding for
publicly owned green industries
and the retraining of workers for
well-paid “green” jobs.
Australia is well placed to
develop renewable energy, sustainable water industries, biomaterials,
green buildings and waste recycling
amongst other projects. 
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INTERVIEW WITH COMRA
THE COMMUNIST P
Interview conducted by
Comrade Ekin Sönmez is a member of
the Central Committee of the Communist Party of Turkey (TKP). Our comrades at the Guardian – The Workers’
Weekly talked with comrade Ekin to
learn more about Turkey and the TKP’s
role in its class struggle.
Guardian (G): How would you describe
the involvement of youth within the TKP?
Ekin Sönmez (ES): Let me start
answering this by noting that the average age
of Turkish society is still around twenty-nine.
Therefore, we are talking about a relatively
young society, where young workers constitute a significant part of the population.
In such a country, the organisation of the
Communist Party among the youth is, of
course, particularly important.
Considering our organisational strategies among high school and university students, we should mention that historically,
youth has always been at the forefront of the
working-class struggle in Turkey, especially
since the ’60s. Important youth leaders had
been the leading figures and militants of the
communist struggle. Both because of this historical heritage and because the people who
are most aﬀected by the crises of capitalism
today are the young workers who cannot see
their future. Our political work among youth
has been one of the most dynamic and critical parts of our struggle. Specifically, I can
say that about one-third of TKP members
are students and young people in their 20s.
Communist Youth of Turkey, formed
by young party members and cadres – as
well as leftist high-schoolers – are the two
dimensions of our struggle in high schools
and universities. With these, we are trying
to organise in many high schools and universities of Turkey, as well as within student
societies, and clubs. What can be more natural
than the defence of the right to high-quality,
scientific, secular and free education, against
the reactionary religious changes within the
educational system, by those who are now
facing the direct impact of the undermining
of many achievements?
We should also note that working while
studying has turned into a rule from being
an exception under today’s conditions.
Many university students have to work at
various workplaces in what we can call the
services sector, such as cafes, bars, shopping
malls, call centres etc., to aﬀord their living
and cover their educational expenses. We
are making eﬀorts to organise these young
student-workers, who recognise the reality
of exploitation at a very young age.
The political and ideological organisation among youth has always been of central importance to our Party. Of course, this
includes Turkish Communist Youth’s bilateral
relations with other youth organisations as
well as those under the umbrella of the World
Federation of Democratic Youth.

G: What do you think the CPA and the
TKP can learn from each other?
ES: Our parties struggle in two countries
with very diﬀerent historical and cultural
backgrounds and economic dynamics. But
we are struggling without ignoring the importance of universality of socialist struggle
and internationalist values. We know that
the mainstream media and communication
tools mislead the working class in the service
of the bourgeoisie all over the world, and at
this point, we have an obligation to share
the truth with each other. We know that the
capitalist class is organised firmly on an international level and has always devised new
mechanisms to further exploit the working
class. Thus, we have no other choice than to
join forces against them. An achievement of
the working people in a completely diﬀerent
part of the world is a victory for us as well,
and it is a source of hope and pride for our
struggle. We have much to learn from each
other in the struggle against nationalism,
racism, ethnic discrimination, and militarism.
Beyond these, we believe that the international communist movement needs to
continue having a dialogue but by keeping
the idea of revolution at its centre – especially
as we are experiencing the deepening crises
of capitalism. Of course, some parties are
making some achievements in some areas,
yet changing the focus of the struggle. For
example, some consider parliamentary gains,
democracy, environmental problems, etc.,
without aiming to overthrow the capitalist
social order, which is the root cause of the
world’s problems (e.g. poverty, hunger, and
wars), leading us to dissolution. The particularity of the communist movement is the goal
of revolution, the toppling of capitalism. We
should not allow deviations from this cause.
Because humanity has no more time to lose,
and the responsibility falls on us.
G: How has the TKP responded to
the drastic change in conditions due to
COVID-19?
ES: The pandemic had multifaceted
eﬀects on the lives of working-class people.
This is not because of the eﬀects of the
virus itself, but totally on how the capitalist order has reacted to the pandemic. The
primary motivation of the capitalist class
was to preserve and promote profit-making
mechanisms. The flexible and remote working regime, which at first seemed to have
facilitated the isolation measures necessary
for the pandemic, has cast a big shadow on
working relations. Workers now have to
pay for their expenses such as communication, electricity, heating, etc. The chances
for unionisation, organisation, and even
socialisation among workers have shrunk,
which pleases the bosses a lot.
International capitalist organisations note
that Turkey has been one of the countries
with the least amount of help and support

provided to people during the pandemic.
This is not something new for us, yet it is
essential that it is reported. Meanwhile, Turkey’s largest monopolies announced billions
of dollars of profits and boasted of growing.
Therefore, since the onset of the pandemic in
Turkey in March 2020, we aimed at pointing at these contradictions. Ideologically, we
tried to oppose the idea that the pandemic
aﬀects everyone regardless of their class, and
to explain that the poorest are aﬀected the
most. This is because the discourse that “we
are on the same boat” covers the fact that the
capitalist class’ abuses even during pandemic
conditions to increase their profit rates.
We were involved in many struggles and
pickets of the workers who were dismissed
due to the pandemic, sent to unpaid leave
for a long time, and whose rights were
usurped due to the so-called “extraordinary
conditions.” We tried to make such struggles
expand and not remain local. During the
pandemic, the burden on women workers
doubled, both their workload at home and
at work increased. They were most aﬀected
by the spiral of unemployment, exploitation, and violence. Following our Party’s
13th Congress in 2020, we have taken steps
and prioritised winning the women workers
into the struggle. We established Women’s
Solidarity Committees against exploitation,
violence, and discrimination. Today, more
than seventy Women’s Solidarity Committees
have become organisations where abused
women in many neighbourhoods fight for
legal rights, demand the right to nurseries,
voice their demands for reproductive health,
and most importantly, become politicised.
In the last two years, one of the things we
concentrated on the most was the development of the idea and feelings of solidarity
within the working class. Because today,
people are struggling to survive under
immensely painful conditions. We tried to
establish Solidarity Committees in workingclass neighbourhoods, which in some cases
yielded very successful results. Meeting
the needs of the neighbourhood together,
struggling for the essential rights together,
raising the feelings of solidarity and friendship among the workers, instead of competition, selfishness, egoism, discrimination.
Of course, building class-consciousness has
been our central goal while shedding these
seeds of solidarity. What I mean here, of
course, is not a charity type of work. What
we do is fully based on our socialist program
and the ultimate goal of socialist revolution.
However, while capitalism has atomised and
isolated the workers so much, it is necessary
to re-establish humane bonds and remind
people that they can enjoy an organised life.
G: What is the current political and economic situation in Turkey?
ES: Turkey is facing a harsh economic
crisis, whose severity has been increasing

since the dramatic drop in the value of
Turkish currency in 2018. We are trapped
in a vicious cycle of massive foreign debt
over USD$450 billion in foreign currencies,
devaluation of the Turkish lira, and constantly
rising inflation. In addition, following the
privatisations, the workers no longer have
any say in the country’s resources and production, and there is very little left to counter
the losses. Of course, privatisations started
before but have reached an unforeseen level
during the Justice and Development Party
(AKP) government. It has rendered the
country’s productive capacity, especially
in industrial and agricultural sectors very
poor, with services and construction sectors
replacing these. Moreover, unemployment
has become as high as over twenty-five per
cent, which does not take into account a
major part of the informally unemployed.
The AKP government has wrecked the
economy of capitalist Turkey in the last
twenty years. However, the passive and
sometimes openly anti-worker attitude of
the bourgeois opposition, which is so ready
to fulfil the demands of the capitalist class,
also helped the AKP government in passing many bills favouring exploitation. We
now see two bourgeois alliances sharing the
roles of power and opposition in parliament,
who have been partnering in maintaining
the capitalist social order for years. Now
the balance of weight is changing and the
AKP government is in decadence. Post-AKP
scenarios about Turkey are rumoured every
day, not only in Turkey but also in the press
organs of imperialist countries such as The
Financial Times, where articles are pointing
out that Erdogan is losing power. There is a
great debate on who will be the next presidential candidate.
However, in our opinion, until the country’s structural problems are resolved, which
stem directly from the capitalist order, there
will be no fundamental diﬀerence no matter
which bourgeois parties are in power. The
opposition front that is trying to be established now, namely the Nation Alliance,
consists of the temporary union of parties
that are quite diﬀerent from each other in
terms of ideological approaches and electoral
base, apart from currently opposing to or
competing with AKP. There are also former
AKP members, even ex-ministers, in this
oppositional alliance, which is a Westernoriented bourgeois alliance with a democratic
outfit that is ready to implement IMF policies. Can such an orientation solve Turkey’s
long-lasting problems of unemployment,
poverty, inequality, injustices? Moreover, it
can be presumed that this alliance can fall
into a crisis in the first challenge they face
and may easily disintegrate. Let me give a
concrete example. We saw this in the last
parliamentary voting of the extension of the
military mandate for cross-border troops.

The particularity of the
communist movement is
the goal of revolution, the
toppling of capitalism.
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ADE EKIN SÖNMEZ FROM
PARTY OF TURKEY
E Lennon and Anna Pha
As TKP, we are fully against Turkish army’s
military missions abroad including NATO
missions, but these bills have been passed by
this parliament many times. Now the social
democrat Republican People’s Party (CHP)
(in order to win the favour of peace-loving
segments as an electoral tactic) voted against
the bill, and its ally, the Good Party, voted
in favour. This is not enough to cover up
their past shames, but it also indicated the
diﬀerences of opinion among the bourgeois
oppositional alliance. In sum, Turkey is at
the brink of a deep political, economic, and
social upheaval. We are aiming at turning
this energy into organised power of workers.
Our class enemies aim to absorb it for the
continuation of capitalist barbarity. That is
the diﬀerence.
G: What sort of conditions do party
members, trade unionists and progressive
forces work under?
ES: With the 1980 coup d’état, Turkey
became one of the countries where neoliberal policies, privatisations, and increasing
exploitation were implemented. One of the
pillars of this was the spread of individualist
thoughts and, most importantly, the dissolution of organisation within the society.
Unions, parties, mass organisations were
intervened [in], both by physical attacks, by
means of law, and ideologically.
Today, the problem of lack of organisation in society still continues. For example,
the unionisation rate in Turkey is around
fifteen per cent, a significant part of which
is yellow unions.
The AKP government – which applied
all kinds of tactics in order to increase
the exploitation of labour and resorted to
religiosity in the first place – aims to create
great pressure on society. They increased
the number of police, guards, etc., and the
speed of individual armament accelerated.
This is a way of creating one’s own militia.
The reactionary regime of AKP has aimed
at banning all political activities, penalised
union leaders and intellectuals. An example
could be the number of court cases against
hundreds of people for the pretext of insulting Erdoğan as president. The leadership
of our Party and some of our cadres have
also been targets of these accusations and
got penalties. Although TKP is a legal party,
its political activities are often trying to be
banned. Of course, we don’t surrender to
that because we see the abuse of the law by
the executive power.
In addition to these, we should keep in
mind that anti-communist activities have
been carried on for decades in Turkey, and
they still continue as a central mission of the
ruling power. Yet, Turkey is a country with
an irrepressible vein of values such as republicanism, secularism, and equality, and we
are trying to strengthen this vein. The 2013
Gezi Uprising is an example of this. Despite

the pandemic, May 1, which we celebrate in
working-class neighbourhoods, is another
example of this. Repressions are part of the
struggle of classes, and we will continue.
G: What role has Turkey been playing in
the Middle East and what wider ambitions
does it have?
ES: I will answer this question by
addressing the role and objectives of the
AKP government in the last twenty years
because this was the most decisive factor
in today’s conditions. Of course, this does
not mean that broader ambitions did not
exist before but the AKP government used
Islamism to gain influence in a large area
in the region. AKP relied on the ideology of
the Muslim Brotherhood and tried to gain
the upper hand in the conflicted countries of
the Middle East and Africa, under the name
of Neo-Ottomanism, and to have weight in
the political, military, and economic sense
in these countries. Of course, they did this
in harmony with the desires of the Western
imperialist states, without going beyond their
words. However, they also tried to fulfil their
own expansionist ambitions without really
hiding their agenda. What helped AKP here
were the conflicts of interest within the imperialist order. For example, AKP purchased
S-400s from Russia but on the other hand,
sold drones to Ukraine. Of course, the AKP
government is the political representative of
the expansionist ambitions of the capitalist
class. They aim to reach more resources,
cheaper labour power and higher profit,
seeking to accumulate more capital. This
overlap of interests lies behind the fact that
for twenty years, the Turkish capitalist class
and AKP, a party full of irrationalities, have
got along very well.
Moreover, the Neo-Ottomanist policy led
the working people to be provoked against
each other based on nationalism and religiosity, which helped a great deal to cover up the
class contradictions. The AKP government
was also able to interfere in the internal aﬀairs
of many countries stretching from Libya to
Iraq, through the refugees flowing to Turkey
(which was also a bargaining issue with the
Western imperialist countries).
Finally, let’s not forget the fact that the
AKP’s Islamist expansionist role in the region
is an upgraded continuation of its role as
the anti-communist outpost of the West in
the area, a role assumed also by previous
governments. Islamism was used as the
most important instrument to oppress the
working people, inside and outside Turkey,
and to counter the spread of leftist thoughts.
We consider what the AKP government
has done to the people of the region as a great
shame and also a crime. And the righteous
punishment of these crimes can only be possible in a people’s power. That’s what we are
fighting for. 

Ekin Sönmez

In sum, Turkey is at the brink of a deep
political, economic, and social upheaval.
We are aiming at turning this energy
into organised power of workers.
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THE UN MUST END SANCTIONS
AGAINST THE DPRK
Graham Holton
On 29th October 2021, China and Russia circulated a draft resolution to fifteen council members of the United
Nations Security Council (UNSC), to
ease sanctions on the DPRK. It stresses the economic diﬃculties in North
Korea and that the sanctions should
be lifted, “with the intent of enhancing the livelihood of the civilian population.” The resolution also requests
the exemption of: exports of seafood
and textiles; refined petroleum imports
cap; inter-Korean projects designed to
connect the two countries via road and
rail; North Korean government representatives and groups engaging in
“scientific and technical cooperation”;
North Koreans working abroad for hard
currency; the transport of industrial
machinery used for infrastructure, that
“cannot be diverted to nuclear and ballistic missile programmes.”
On North Korea’s “compliance with
relevant UN Security Council resolutions.”
China’s director of the Foreign Ministry
Information Department, Wang Wenbin,
said that the DPRK “has taken multiple
denuclearisation measures in recent years, its
legitimate and reasonable concerns deserve
attention and response.” The resolution
aimed “to create an enabling atmosphere
to facilitate the early start of dialogue.” The
United States should propose “plans for
dialogue, and take real actions instead of
simply shouting slogans.” The draft resolution notes that despite North Korea’s fear of
what awaits it if it does denuclearise, it has
refrained from conducting nuclear tests and
maintained a moratorium on nuclear tests
and test launches of intermediate-range and
intercontinental missiles, since 21 April 2018.
The US Mission to the United Nations
replied that as North Korea has failed to
comply with sanctions on its nuclear and
ballistic missile programs, the Biden administration remains adamant that the US is
“committed to the sanctions regime” and
calls on all member states to continue to
maintain the present bans. The United States
would veto the resolution if it were put to a
vote in the UNSC. Former US Ambassador
to the United Nations, Nikki Haley, said that
the sanctions work as they have cut oﬀ all
North Korean exports and ninety per cent of
its trade, and disbanded the pool of workers
that North Korea sent abroad to earn hard
currency. The bans are to continue, condemning millions into severe deprivation.
Despite their ongoing suﬀering the DPRK
refuses to give into the bullying of the United
States. Its people have made tremendous
sacrifices in support of their government.
North Korea will not submit to US American
military threats, which is why it has the 4th
largest army in the world. The DPRK knows
full well that if it shuts down its nuclear
programme it would quickly meet the same
fate as Iraq, Libya, Syria and Afghanistan.
As a consequence of its nuclear and ballistic missile programs, it has been subject to
UN sanctions since 2006. These programs
were published following the US invasion
of Iraq in 2003.
After the invasion, the North Korean
Ministry of Foreign Aﬀairs concluded: “that
even the signing of a non-aggression treaty
with the US would not help avert a war. Only
the physical deterrent force, tremendous
military deterrent force powerful enough to
beat back and attack supported by any ultramodern weapons, can avert a war and protect

the security of the country and the nation.”
This deterrent was nuclear weapons and the
systems to deliver them accurately onto US
targets. North Korea therefore withdrew
from the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT).
Why does the US government continue to threaten the very existence of the
DPRK? According to the 2006 Congressional Research Service Report for Congress, North Korea: Economic Sanctions,
by Dianne E Rennack, Specialist in Foreign
Policy Legislation Foreign Aﬀairs, Defense,
and Trade Division, economic sanctions are
imposed against North Korea for four primary reasons: “(1) North Korea is seen as
posing a threat to US national security; (2)
North Korea is designated by the Secretary
of State as a state sponsor or supporter of
international terrorism; (3) North Korea is
a Marxist-Leninist state, with a Communist
government; and (4) North Korea has been
found by the State Department to have
engaged in the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction.”Astonishingly, US sanctions on the DPRK are because it is socialist.
The United States has imposed sanctions
on the DPRK since the 1950s, tightening
them in 1988, when the US added North
Korea to its list of state sponsors of terrorism. Sanctions against North Korea started
to ease during the 1990s when South Korea
pushed for engagement with the North. The
Clinton administration signed the Agreed
Framework with North Korea in 1994, to
forswear the development and acquisition
of nuclear weapons. Pyongyang committed
to freeze its plutonium weapons program in
exchange for aid. North Korea soon withdrew from the NPT, and UNSC Resolutions
were passed after North Korea conducted
nuclear tests. Initially, sanctions focused on
weapons-related materials and goods, but
expanded to include luxury goods to target
the (so-called) elites. Further sanctions covered financial assets, banking transactions,
general travel and trade. Most importantly the

DPRK is branded as a ‘Communist’ country
and is subjected to massive propaganda by
the US media.
Initial US anti-communism began
during the First Red Scare of 1919–1920,
led by Attorney General Alexander Mitchell
Palmer. In 1938 the House Un-American
Activities Committee (HUAC) was set up
to investigate Communist activities in the
USA. HUAC changed its name to the Internal Security Committee in 1969 and was
abolished in 1975. In 1960 HUAC published
a two-volume report, Facts on Communism.
The US government clearly states its understanding of Communism and why it follows
a staunch anti-Communist path. For the
US State Department, Communism holds
an “uncompromising hostility to all nonCommunist societies and the ideas held in
them.” Communist hostility to the USA is
not due to “any practical grievance or limited aspiration but rather the basic will to
destroy the order of life in the United States.”
Communists have undertaken multifarious
attacks, “unprecedented in history,” through
“intellectual and cultural activities,” such as
education, science, literature and the arts.
All of which was directly controlled from
the Soviet Union.
This insight explains why anti-communism has played such a leading role in US
foreign policy since the Russian Revolution.
It is through this total misreading of what
Communism stands for, and tries to bring
about, that the US has conducted military
activities around the world. The most infamous were the Chinese Civil War, the Korean
War, the Malayan Emergency, the Vietnam
War, the Soviet-Afghan War, and Operation
Condor in South America. These operations
were to contain ‘Communist expansionism’.
The US State Department will always treat
‘Communist’ countries with disdain as long
as it holds dearly to its propaganda of Communism as a world threat.
Anti-communism also plays a part in

present immigration policies. On 2nd October 2020, the United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services issued policy guidance in the USCIS Policy Manual to address
inadmissibility based on membership in or
aﬃliation with a communist party. It said
that unless otherwise exempt, any intending
immigrant who was a member or aﬃliate of
a communist party was inadmissible to the
United States.
How can the US criticise the DPRK when
its own history of crimes against humanity
is so vile? Under the US’s twisted view on
“communism” its forces have perpetrated
war crimes in more than 40 countries. The
CIA has assassinated elected foreign leaders,
assisted in numerous coups, and tortures
captives, all with impunity, despite these
actions being forbidden under International
Law. Everything the US State Department
did was to defeat Communism. Yet within
the US strict racial segregation was carried
on until the late 1960s. Lynching of Black
men was common up to the 1950s and one
only has to listen to the song ‘Strange Fruits’,
sung by Billie Holiday, to understand what
impact this has had on African Americans.
The song refers to Black men lynched from
trees, looking like some strange fruit. The
Beatles, when they toured the USA in 1964,
were shocked at how very conservative US
society was, and this strict, white puritanism can be clearly seen in the TV shows of
1950s and 1960s.
The DPRK has rightly stood up to the
continued military threats of the Superpower, maintained through a system of
political mendacity, manufactured by the
State Department and the CIA, and spread by
hundreds of journalists and academic writers
through the media. It is an industry set up
to construct, manufacture and perpetuate
disinformation. The DPRK will never give
up its nuclear program, as long as the US
remains a threat to its existence. 

The DPRK knows full well that if it shuts down its
nuclear programme it would quickly meet the same
fate as Iraq, Libya, Syria and Afghanistan.
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CHINA IS A REPONSIBLE MAJOR
COUNTRY IN ADDRESSING
CLIMATE CHANGE
Long Dingbin*
Chinese General Consul to Perth
Human beings share a common future
in the face of the challenges presented
by global climate change, and no country can make itself immune from the
impact. The Intergovernmental Panel
on Climate Change’s (IPCC) report
in 2021 showed that the five decades
since 1970 was the warmest period in
the last 2,000 years. It was projected
that global warming would continue
beyond the middle of the century. Climate change threatens world peace and
security, and addressing this menace
is an arduous task of great urgency
for humanity.

As the largest developing country in
the world, which has undertaken the fastest industrialisation in history, China has
attached great importance to and adopted
several policies, measures, and actions to
address climate change, despite tremendous
diﬃculties this has inflicted upon its economic
and social development. China’s eﬀorts have
brought about positive results, and I would
like to use four C-words to introduce China’s
progress and achievements.

CONCEPT
In China, it is already a national consensus that “lucid waters and lush mountains
are mountains of gold and silver” – an idea
proposed and promoted by our president, Xi
Jinping. Ecological conservation has been
one of the “five prongs” of the overall plan
for the country’s development since the 18th
congress of the Communist Party of China
(CPC) in 2012; the other four are economic,
political, social, and cultural development.
This means preserving the environment is
written into the guidelines of China’s governing party.
As announced by President Xi Jinping
at the UN Biodiversity COP15, China will
continue to advance ecological progress, stay
committed to implementing the new development philosophy emphasising innovative,
coordinated, green, and open development
for all, and build a beautiful China. Furthermore, China will promote a comprehensive
transition to green and low-carbon economic
and social development and achieve a model
of modernisation in which humanity and
nature coexist harmoniously.

CONSENSUS
When it comes to global challenges such
as climate change, multilateralism is the
right prescription. As an active participant
in climate talks and a major contributor
to tackling climate change, China has long
been a source of strong impetus for global
climate governance. China has contributed
to the conclusion and quick implementation
of the Paris Agreement.
In 2015, President Xi Jinping gave a keynote speech at the Paris Conference on Climate Change, making a historic contribution
to the conclusion of the Paris Agreement on
global climate action after 2020. In September 2016, President Xi deposited in person
the legal instrument of China’s ratification
of the Paris Agreement, which came as a
vigorous push for the quick implementation
of the agreement, showing China’s ambition
and resolution in tackling climate change.
In his written statement to the World
Leaders’ Summit at the Glasgow COP26
about a month ago, President Xi reiterated
China’s firm support to the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change and its Paris
Agreement, emphasising their significance as
the fundamental legal basis for international
cooperation on climate.
China and the US released the Joint
Glasgow Declaration on Enhancing Climate
Action in the 2020s, pledging to continue

Solar panels in Shanghai.

working together and with all parties to
strengthen the implementation of the Paris
Agreement. They also agreed to enhance
climate action based on the principle of
common but diﬀerentiated responsibilities
and respective capabilities and taking into
account national conditions.

COMMITMENT
At the general debate of the 75th Session
of the United Nations General Assembly in
2020, President Xi Jinping announced that
China would strive to peak CO2 emissions
before 2030 and achieve carbon neutrality
before 2060. These commitments were reaffirmed at this year’s UN General Assembly
with further announcement that China will
not build any more coal fired power stations
overseas.
To achieve our carbon peak and neutrality targets, China will put in place a “1+N”
policy framework for carbon peak and
carbon neutrality. In addition, China will
continue to readjust its industrial structure
and energy mix, vigorously develop renewable energy, and make faster progress in
planning and developing large wind power
and photovoltaic bases in sandy areas, rocky
areas and deserts. The first phase of projects
with an installed capacity of approximately
100 million kilowatts have recently started
construction in a smooth fashion.
We are ready to make strenuous eﬀorts
to attain the goals on time. When these goals
come true, we will have realised the biggest
reduction of carbon emissions intensity and
the fastest leap from carbon peak to carbon
neutrality in world history. This will not
only promote sustainable development at
home but also contribute to global ecological conservation.
China is a country honouring its words
with actions. By the end of 2020, China’s
carbon emission intensity had come down
by 48 per cent compared with 2005, which
means China had more than fulfilled its
commitment to the international community when acceding to Paris Agreement –
to achieve a 40-45 per cent reduction from
the 2005 level by 2020. The drop in carbon
intensity translates to a total reduction of
about 5.8 billion tonnes of carbon dioxide
emissions from 2005 to 2020.
China is rapidly reducing its energy consumption intensity. Preliminary calculations
show that the reduction from 2011 to 2020

reached 28.7 per cent, one of the fastest in
the world. During the 13th Five-year Plan
period (2016-2020), China fueled an average annual economic growth of 5.7 per cent
with an average annual energy consumption
growth of 2.8 per cent, and the amount of
energy it saved accounted for about half of
the global energy savings in the same period.
China gives priority to the development
of non-fossil energy. in 2020, non-fossil
energy contributed 15.9 per cent to China’s
total energy consumption, 8.5 per cent points
up compared with 2005. Electricity generated by non-fossil energy represented more
than one third of the power consumption of
the country. The total installed capacity of
PV power generation increased by a factor
of more than 3,000 compared with 2005,
and wind by a factor of more than 200.
The proportion of coal in its total energy
consumption dropped from 72.4 per cent
in 2005 to 56.8 per cent in 2020.
China has been resolutely curbing the
haphazard development of energy-intensive
and high-emission projects and has implemented strict market access standards for
thirteen industries, including iron and steel,
ferroalloy, and coking.
China has established the most complete
industrial chain of wind power and PV power
generation equipment in the world, and is
the global leader in terms of technology and
output. As of the end of 2020, China had
secured the largest share in the global output
of polycrystalline silicon, PV cells, and PV
modules, and led the world in PV capacity
additions for eight consecutive years; it had
exported PV products to more than 200
countries and regions worldwide, helping
to bring down the cost of clean energy globally; its installed capacity for new energy
storage stood at 3.3 million kW, the largest
in the world.
China has topped the world in new energy
vehicle (NEV) output and sales for the last
six years. In June 2021, the country’s NEV
fleet reached 6.03 million.

COMMUNITY
China advocates a community of shared
future for mankind, a community of all life
on Earth as well as a community of harmony
between humanity and nature. Through
a strong sense of responsibility to human
civilisation, China is making every eﬀort to
tackle climate change and help foster a new

relationship which facilitates humanity and
nature live and prosper in harmony.
China has been pressing forward to step
up green international cooperation and share
the fruits of green development among all
countries. Since 2011, China has allocated
about CNY¥1.2 billion for South-South climate cooperation and signed forty cooperation documents with thirty-five countries.
It has helped countries to build low-carbon
demonstration zones and provided them with
climate-related supplies such as meteorological satellites, PV power generation and
lighting equipment, NEVs, environmental
monitoring devices, and clean cookstoves.
It has trained about 2,000 oﬃcials and professionals in the field of climate change for
nearly 120 developing countries. In 2020, 57
per cent of China’s energy investment in BRI
partner countries went to renewable energy
projects, up from 38 per cent in 2019. Such
eﬀorts will continue.
The international community should recognise that developed countries with a couple
of hundred years of industrialisation behind
them and historical environmental debts
must shoulder their obligations and take the
lead in drastically cutting emissions – a key
to achieving global net-zero emissions. They
also need to help developing countries speed
up the green and low-carbon transition by
significantly increasing their support through
financing, technology and capacity building,
and avoiding putting up green trade barriers. The principles of equity – common but
diﬀerentiated responsibilities and respective
capabilities – should be upheld.
As neighbours in the Asia Pacific region
and important trade partners, China and
Australia have every reason to join forces
in addressing our shared challenges such
as climate change, pandemic and economic
recovery. Together, we have a shared future.
* Consul General Long Dingbin is a professional
diplomat and he started his career at the
Foreign Ministry of the People’s Republic
of China since 1987. Before Perth, he has
been posted to Malaysia, the Lao People’s
Democratic Republic and the Islamic Republic
of Pakistan. Consul General Long has also
worked as deputy Mayor of Wenshan City,
Yunnan Province, China. Immediately before
his tenure in Perth, he acted as Consul General
of the People’s Republic of China in Lahore,
Pakistan from 2017-2021. 
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SHOP PROGRESSIVE
Looking for gifts or something
to read over the summer holiday period? Then go no further
than Shop@CPA. We have a
great stock of books on oﬀer
as well as t-shirts, badges, and
DVDs at the best of prices.
They range from the MarxistLeninist classics to Australian
history and novels.
The iconic work, Ten Days
that Shook the World by John
Reed, is a must-read to understand
the Great October Socialist Revolution. Reed provides a first-hand
riveting description of the extraordinary events that occurred in the
lead-up to and during the Revolution that resulted in the Bolsheviks
seizing power.
The book was first published
in March 1919. This edition for the
centenary of the Revolution includes
Lenin’s introduction written at the
end of 1919, the preface written by
M K Krupskaya in 1923 and a new
foreword by David Laibman.
It includes an interesting piece
about the author John Reed by
Howard Lawson, which raises some
questions for today. International
Publishers, 430 pages, $42
The Communist Manifesto is a
must for all communists and others
interested in learning about and
understanding Marxism. Birth of
the Communist Manifesto contains the full text of the Manifesto.
This volume includes an introduction by Dirk J Struik, which provides
the social and intellectual milieu
in which the historical document
was conceived and written. This
greatly assists in understanding
the Manifesto itself.
It also contains all of the prefaces by Marx and Engels, two
preliminary drafts by Engels (one
only recently found) and other supplementary material. International
Publishers, 224 pages, $23
The Emancipation of
Women contains selected writings
by Lenin on a wide variety of topics
related to the problems of women in
society. The origins and persistence
of discriminatory and oppressive
practices and modes of thought, the
family, the important role of women
in social movements and the need
to combat prejudicial hangovers
from the past are discussed.
Lenin “... saw full social equality of women as a principle that no
communist could dispute,” Clara
Zetkin writes in “My Recollections
of Lenin,” which is also included in
this volume.
Of particular significance for
today is the thought Lenin gave to

the need for women to have special demands and organisations of
their own, within the movement for
socialism and the true emancipation
of women by way of victorious class
struggle. International Publishers,
136 pages, $21
More than hundred years after it
was written, Lenin’s classic Marxist
theory of imperialism, as articulated
in his Imperialism, The Highest
Stage of Capitalism, remains
relevant today.
Just as the basic ideas of Marx’s
Capital have been proven correct
by developments in contemporary
capitalism, so too, have all the
fundamentals of Lenin’s theory of
imperialism. It remains an essential
starting point for understanding
the principal international developments today. International Publishers, paperback, 128 pages, $18
There is a widespread misconception that Marxism is limited to
material facts, mostly economic in
nature, and does not and cannot
delve into the realm of values and
value judgements. Yet, as the author
of Marxist Ethics: A Short
Exposition points out, it is well
known that Marx condemned the
injustices of capitalism in moral
language.
The book identifies the kinds of
ethical concerns that were deemed
important by the young Marx; the
question of determinism in Marx’s
writings; justice and workers’ interests; integration of needs and rights
of the individual with that of whole
society; the intersection of the arts
and morality; and much more. By
Willis H Truitt International Publishers, 119 pages, $23
The Nature of Democracy
Freedom and Revolution discusses the origins of the bourgeois
concepts of democracy and freedom
in their historical development. The
first chapter deals with the ideas of
John Milton, Thomas Jeﬀerson,
John Stuart Mill and democracy
and class. Other chapters look at
the nature of and various concepts
of freedom. The final four chapters
deal with aspects of revolution,
including definitions, non-socialist
and socialist, the questions of violence and democracy. An important
book dealing with concepts that are
widely misunderstood. By Herbert
Aptheker, International Publishers,
128 pages, $18
At times the struggle within
the Left can be as intense as the
struggle against reactionaries.
“Left-wing” Communism, an

Infantile Disorder is an essay
in Marxist strategy and tactics. It
takes up important questions such
as whether revolutionaries should
work in reactionary trade unions,
participate in bourgeois parliaments, use legal or illegal methods
of struggle and other important
aspects of putting Marxism into
practice.
It deals with the question of
compromise, whether or not it is
acceptable to make compromises.
Lenin cites Engels’ criticism of the
Communard-Blanquists who wanted
to attain their goal without stopping at intermediate stations and
without any compromises. By V I
Lenin, International Publishers, 95
pages, $20
T-shirts make excellent and
welcome gifts. We have a range
of designs, colours and sizes: Che
Guevara – red or white with black
image Lenin – red or grey with
black image
Marx – white with black image
CPA – red with Party logo, Eureka
flag – blue with white cross. They
come in M, L, XL, XXL, XXXL.
The price including postage and
handling within Australia is $25.
The CPA produced a metal
badge to honour the bicentenary
of the birth of Karl Marx. It carries the slogan: “Workers of all
lands unite” and the years 1818
and 2018 on either side of Marx’s
image. We have a number of other
badges, for full details visit www.
cpa.org.au/shop.
Badges are $6 each including
packing and postage. To order write
to info@cpa.org.au or phone 02
9699 8844. If ordering more than
one badge ask for a price.
Eisenstein – Battleship
Potemkin directed by Sergei
M Eisenstein. The story of the
mutiny on the Russian ship Prince
Potemkin during the 1905 uprising
against the Tsarist regime. Battleship Potemkin is considered one of
the most important and influential
films of all time, as well as possibly
Eisenstein’s greatest work.
The film brought Eisenstein’s
theories of cinema art to the world
in a powerful showcase; his emphasis on montage, his stress of intellectual contact, and his treatment of
the mass instead of the individual as
the protagonist. Get Potemkin and
another of Eisenstein’s films The
General Line on one DVD for $25.
Or how about eight films by
Sergei Eisenstein on four DVDs
for just $65. The other films are:
October 1917, The Strike, Alexander
Nevski, Que Viva Mexico!, Ivan the
Terrible (Parts 1 & 2).
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More more ideas, visit
cpa.org.au/shop.
Phone 02 9699 8844 or
shop@cpa.org.au. If you do not
see what you are looking for or
wish to pay using PayPal, then visit
www.cpa.org.au/shop. Please note
all prices include packing and postage within Australia. For overseas
orders please email with details
of what you wish to purchase to
request a price.

Guardian

13th December, 2021

International

11

A NEW STAGE OF RESISTANCE:
BURMESE COMMUNISTS RETURN
TO ARMED STRUGGLE
Kenny Coyle
After a gap of more than thirty
years, the Communist Party
of Burma (CPB) has re-established its People’s Liberation
Army (PLA), to fight Myanmar’s military regime.
The return to armed struggle
has been years in the making. However, the process has been given a
fresh impetus by the Spring Revolution, the mass upsurge inside the
country that erupted after the military coup on 1st February this year.
Then the army leadership
ousted civilian parties, grouped
around Aung San Suu Kyi’s National
League for Democracy (NLD), from
government.
Claiming electoral fraud in the
2020 Myanmar general election,
General Min Aung Hlaing arrested
several civilian political leaders
including President U Win Myint
and State Counsellor Aung San
Su Kyi, and established the State
Administration Council (SAC).
Peaceful mass protests against
the coup, including strikes and
demonstrations, have been violently
suppressed by the military. Numerous political and ethnic groups since
have set up or revived armed resistance groups in response.
A Communist Party representative told the Morning Star: “It’s
true that the Communist Party of
Burma has started organising an
armed force. But I must point out
that our attempts to rebuild the
PLA began before reports reached
the media.
“We have been trying to reestablish it for several years, but it
has eﬀectively come into existence
now due to new possibilities that
have emerged from the people’s
resistance against the junta’s coup.”
The Communist Party spokesman says: “In a country like Burma,
where the trigger-happy ruling
elite resorted to arms even against
unarmed students on university
campuses, we have drawn lessons
from history. It has taught us to
resort to arms when fighting against
fully armed demons.”
This is in no way minimises the
peaceful mass struggles.
“We acknowledge the heroic
valour and sacrifices of the people
carrying out non-armed struggles.
These movements are remarkable,
and we salute them, both those who
are still alive and those who gave
their lives,” says the CPB leader.

However, he continues: “We
know very well that the military has
murdered many of our comrades
for the simple reason of standing
up against them. We don’t believe
that the power-thirsty generals,
who are armed to the teeth, can
be toppled by any form of struggle
besides armed means.”
While the CPB is not opposed in
principle to the idea of the opposition talking to the military, it is clear
negotiations alone cannot dislodge
the core of the military regime.
Some opposition supporters
have suggested that, at a certain
point, the regime will have to pull
back and reluctantly restore the
pre-coup status quo.
However, the communists have
no illusions in either the military’s
trustworthiness or its willingness
to compromise.
As the CPB made clear in a previous Morning Star interview, the
pre-coup Myanmar constitution is
entirely inadequate as a framework
for popular democracy and social
progress.
It enshrined privileged positions
for the military, positions that the
military subsequently used to oust
civilian politicians.
“We have our own reservations
about holding talks with the junta,
although we haven’t said that we
have closed that door.
“However, given our own
experience of holding talks with
the military ‘top brass’ in the past,
we can say that the military chiefs
have never been sincere or reliable
during the meetings and the opposition always had to pay a very high
price after every round of ‘talks.’ ”
Over a long historical period,
the CPB has concluded that that the
idea of a permanent compromise
between the junta and democratic
forces is an illusion.
“We say that Min Aung Hlaing
and other generals have resorted
to their old tricks, which they have
been very well acquainted with
since 1958 and 1962,” the years
of previous military dictator Ne
Win’s coups.
“Everything that has followed
the 1st February coup is simply
repeating history,” the CPB leader
says.
“We, who have dealt with military dictators for decades in this
country, believe that real change in
Burma’s ruling group can be made
only by means of arms,” the party
representative insists.
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Protesters against the February coup have faced brutal and often deadly state violence.

The fractious nature of the
anti-military forces is a serious
weakness, in the CPB’s opinion, as
is putting faith in solutions that do
not rely upon the strength of the
mass of the people of Myanmar,
either through courting foreign
influence or local elites.
“Our armed revolution hasn’t
achieved its aim so far. But this is
not because the universal law that
‘Rebellion against military dictatorships is right,’ does not hold true
or has exceptions.
“The most visible defect has
been the opposition forces’ inability
to unite themselves. They are used
to relying on other people or forces
(both domestic and abroad) for various resources, of course including
financially ones. Put very simply,
diﬀerences of interest create differences of views and objectives.”
Due to their lack of popular
legitimacy and their Burman ethnic
chauvinism, successive military
regimes have been unable to unite
this multi-ethnic country, even at
gunpoint.
Over the years, many armed
organisations, even de facto statelet
armies, have emerged in Myanmar’s
regions. Some of these regional and
ethnic militias have historically cooperated with the CPB.
However, the party spokesman
insists that, at this early stage, it
is too soon to talk about formal
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alliances, although that stage may
eventually come.
“The PLA hasn’t formed any
oﬃcial coalition or co-ordination
with any existing armed resistance
group yet. However, we have never
ruled out joint eﬀorts with resistance forces.”
The CPB began its armed struggle in 1948 and this continued until
1989, when a political and military
crisis led to the dramatic collapse of
its last base area in north-eastern
Myanmar.
Today, the party acknowledges
that during the late 1960s, the CPB
mechanically imported not only
the dogmatic ideas but also the
practices of China’s cultural revolution into its party life, including
the persecution of leading cadres,
causing enormous harm.
Nonetheless, although it is by
no means the sole reference point,
the CPB continues to hold the earlier military and political strategies
developed by Mao Zedong in China
in high regard.
As an illustration, justifying the
return to armed struggle, the CPB
spokesman notes in a wry reference
to a famous quote from Mao: “We
firmly believe that the military has
confirmed, again and again, the
lesson that ‘political power grows
out of the barrel of a gun.’ Why
shouldn’t we grasp the same truth
as they do?”

Nonetheless, providing younger
party members and PLA fighters with political education and
consciousness rather than simple
quotations or military training
is considered an urgent task, but
one that presents considerable
challenges.
“PLA cadres are educated in
basic Marxism-Leninism and Mao
Zedong Thought as well as the
revolutionary experiences of all
Marxist movements.
“However, there has only been
a very short period, since the PLA’s
formation, and so political education among the ranks still needs
time and the opportunity to apply
this in practice. As you can imagine,
each individual cadre’s ability to
grasp these theories fully, diﬀers
from one to the other,” the party
spokesperson concedes.
It’s far too early to judge whether the reborn PLA will become a
significant military force in the
anti-junta struggle. However, the
fact that the communist response
to the military junta is based neither on pro-Western liberal nor
ethnic-nationalist ideologies opens
up the possibility of a very diﬀerent outcome to the current crisis
in Myanmar.
Morning Star 
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OFFICIAL APPLAUDS HK’S
NEW ELECTORAL SYSTEM FOR
BALANCING SOCIAL INTERESTS,
PROMOTING DEMOCRACY
Hong Kong’s overhauled electoral
system balances the interests of the
city, and is in accordance with real
democracy of Hong Kong, which had
been blindly following Western-style
democracy for quite a long time, said
a top oﬃcial who oversees Hong Kong
aﬀairs in a speech on Monday, ahead
of the city’s Legislative Council (LegCo)
elections on the 19th of December.
Analysts said the oﬃcial’s endorsement
of the new electoral system sends a signal to
Hong Kong society that the system does not
seek to mould a Western-style democracy in
this city, but a democracy that fits into the
context of one country, two systems, and also
serves as a rebuttal to the smears and snarls
from the West against the city’s upcoming
LegCo election.
The speech was made by Xia Baolong,
Director of the Hong Kong and Macao
Aﬀairs Oﬃce of China’s State Council and
Vice-Chairman of the National Committee
of the Chinese People’s Political Consultative Conference.
During the speech, Xia said the new
electoral system in the Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region (HKSAR) demonstrates broad representation, political inclusiveness, balanced participation and fairness
and competitiveness, which balances social
interests, promotes democracy and improves
governance.
The new electoral system is being put
into practice step by step, and a new election
committee, which embodies the principle of
“patriots governing Hong Kong,” is moving
smoothly, according to Xia.
On 19th December, the HKSAR will hold
its Legislative Council election, which was
postponed more than a year due to COVID-19.
Xia noted that this is of great significance
to the implementation of the principle of
“patriots governing Hong Kong,” and the
election is of great significance to the development of democracy that suits Hong Kong’s
reality, and the shaping of a new pattern of
good governance in Hong Kong.
The new electoral system has attracted
more candidates from all walks of life, Xia
said. Some are business, academic and
professional elites, some are workers and
staﬀ from the grassroots, some are native
Hongkongers, Putonghua-speakers, people
born in the island of Taiwan and naturalised
Chinese, according to Xia.
Carrie Lam, Chief Executive of HKSAR,
spoke in response to Xia’s remarks. Lam said
the improvement to the electoral system aims
to implement the fundamental principle of
“patriots governing Hong Kong,” ensuring
that members of the Legislative Council
are patriotic and act in the interest of the
country’s development and the long-term
prosperity and stability of Hong Kong.
The HKSAR government hopes to work
together and cooperate with members of
the new term of the Legislative Council to

promote various policies and initiatives to
develop the economy and improve livelihoods,
ushering in a new era of good governance in
Hong Kong, Lam said.
Xia’s speech sends a signal to Hong Kong
that the new electoral system is to mould a
democracy within the context of one country, two systems, instead of Western-style
democracy, Tian Feilong, an associate professor at Beihang University’s law faculty
and a member of the Chinese Association
of Hong Kong and Macao Studies, told the
Global Times.
The advantages of the new electoral
system, which includes representation, fairness and inclusiveness, prevent Hong Kong
from stepping into Western democracy,
which was extremely concentrated in the
elites, avulsion of society, partisan squabbling, and the rise of populism, said Tian.
Democratic models have recently become
the focus of a China-US clash when China
issued a white paper on its democratic model
with details and examples showing how the
whole-process democracy with the people’s
full participation in China works; and another
report detailing the abuses and malaise of
democracy in the US, days before the convening of the US-initiated democracy summit.
Xia also said in his speech that for quite

a long time, Hong Kong has blindly followed
Western-style democracy, which creates a
divided Hong Kong society, and infighting,
which leads to social disorder, an imbalance
in the economy and uncontrolled crises.
Responding to criticism from Western
countries of Hong Kong’s upcoming election,
that some people in the international community, in disregard of the facts, wantonly
smear and slander Hong Kong’s electoral
system, which only exposes their ignorance,
arrogance and prejudice, Xia said, noting
such people are not the “top students” in the
democracy classroom, and are not qualified
to be “teachers.”
The Wall Street Journal published a letter
written by Secretary for Constitutional and
Mainland Aﬀairs Erick Tsang Kwok-wai.
The letter says that Hong Kong government
reserves the right to take necessary action
as an earlier Wall Street Journal editorial
contains baseless assumptions and incites
Hong Kong voters not to vote or to cast an
invalid one.
Experts also pointed out that the development of Hong Kong’s democratic practice
is also an important section of the country’s
exploration of democracy. “Xia’s speech has
highlighted our confidence in our democratic
model. Hong Kong’s new electoral system
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is also suited to Hong Kong’s development,
which should not be viewed by outsiders
and foreign forces with prejudice and arrogance,” said an anonymous expert on Hong
Kong aﬀairs.
In an exclusive interview with the Global
Times, Lam said that the LegCo election will
be the one with the largest scale in the three
important elections – the one for Election
Committee, the one for LegCo and the one
for electing the Chief Executive of the HKSAR
government.
“More than 4 million registered voters will
elect ninety LegCo members, and through the
electoral reform, it’s becoming much more
representative with more balanced participation, as we can see the background, age and
profession of the candidates are diverse. I
expect that the LegCo election will achieve
the goal set by the electoral reform – to elect
those who are patriotic to govern the city,
safeguarding the Basic Law and the HKSAR
government,” she said.
It’s not the “all-same-unit” election, as
the 153 candidates have diﬀerent political
backgrounds. Some are from the pro-establishment camp and others are not, and some
may belong to the pan-democracy camp,
according to Lam.
Global Times 
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