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RAT STOUSH WORSENS AMID
CONTINUING SHORTAGES
E Lennon
Rapid antigen tests (RATs) are still
proving hard to get a hold of across
the country.
Since the Liberal Party made the decision
for Australia to “live with the virus”, leaders
have shirked responsibility at every turn.
The Australian Council of Trade Unions
(ACTU) released a statement earlier in January, admonishing the Morrison Government
for ignoring medical experts, unions, and
businesses.
“Every Australian has been aﬀected by
the Morrison Government’s failure to secure
a reliable supply of RATs. It is shameful that
it is easier for Australians to catch COVID
than it is to find a test kit,” ACTU Secretary,
Sally McManus said.
“We can limit admissions to hospitals,
keep workplaces open and supply chains
operating if we have free and accessible
RATs. It appears that instead of moving on
this issue, the Prime Minister wants to move
on workers’ health and safety rights.
“It is not the time to be stubborn, it’s the
time to respond to the voices of workers,
employers and the community who all want
this issue sorted, so we can have confidence
in our ability to keep safe and manage this
pandemic.”
Rumours and accusations have swirled
as corporations and governments scramble
to secure RAT supplies.
In mid-January, South Australian Premier Steven Marshall called for the Australian Competition and Consumer Commission
(ACCC) to investigate claims that other
state governments were interfering with
RAT supplies.
“South Australians have every right to be
outraged if these allegations are correct,” the
Premier told radio station, FIVEaa.
“We know there is a global shortage, we’ve
got to be doing everything we can to make
sure we’ve got the right access in South Australia, and if there has been any interference
that is quite frankly outrageous.”
Both New South Wales and Victoria’s
governments have denied the claims.
Other rumours circled that the government was redirecting tests away from corporations. It released a statement saying that
the reports were false.
“These claims are categorically untrue.
They have also been made in relation to at
least one state government and will be a
matter for the ACCC,” the statement read.
“Supplies of RAT kits are not being redirected to the Commonwealth and at no time
has the Department sought to place itself
ahead of other commercial and retail entities.
“Where such claims have been made,
the Department has written to the relevant
retailer to reassure them that is not the case
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It’s no surprise that between federal and
state governments, corporations, and small
businesses fighting it out for the tests, issues
such as price gouging have become rife.
and seek further detail or evidence of the
claims made by suppliers.”
While the government may not be intercepting any RAT orders, suppliers are prioritising the Commonwealth’s large orders.
National Pharmacy Guild President,
Professor Trent Twomey said that the guild’s
members are struggling to keep up with
consumer demand as a result.
“What’s happening is that it’s much easier
for suppliers to deal with one customer who
wants 100,000 tests than 1,000. So, what
we are seeing is manufacturers [and suppliers] preferencing larger clients over smaller
clients,” Prof Twomey said.
It’s no surprise that between federal and
state governments, corporations, and small
businesses fighting it out for the tests, issues
such as price gouging have become rife.
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The ACCC has been left to deal with the
fallout as it investigates outrageous marked
up prices.
“At the extreme end, we have received
reports or seen media coverage of tests costing up to $500 for two tests through online
marketplaces, and over $70 per test through
convenience stores, service stations and
independent supermarkets, which is clearly
outrageous,” ACCC Chair Rod Sims said.
“There are several businesses that have
repeatedly come to our notice thanks to the
information provided by the public. We are
asking those businesses to urgently explain
the prices they are charging.”
In states with outbreaks, the challenge
to provide the testing kits has added another
layer of back-to-school stress on teachers,
staﬀ, and parents.
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REPORT: “Freedom”
rally, Perth

The President of the NSW Teachers’
Federation, Angelo Gavrielatos has come out
saying that he has concerns for the health and
safety of students, staﬀ, as well as families.
“That is why we have, and will continue
to insist, that the implementation of risk
mitigation strategies, such as RATs, masks,
improved ventilation and cohorting, is as
robust as it can be,” Gavrielatos said.
“And there’s a good reason for that. How
many other jobs require you to be on a worksite with literally hundreds of people, in some
instances up to 2,000, stuck in restricted,
often poorly ventilated spaces (classrooms)
with up to thirty people?”
Continued on page 5
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FORKLIFT LICENSE
FIASCO HIGHLIGHTS
DEEPENING
PANDEMIC CRISIS
Earlier this month, it appeared as though
Australia had returned to the 19th Century
when it became known that prime minister Scott
Morrison had floated around the idea to reduce
the age limit on forklift drivers.
Why did Morrison want to reduce the age limit
on forklift licenses? Because of the staﬃng crisis
facing the logistics sector that has crippled supply
chains resulting in supermarket shelves without
basic staples such as chicken and vegetables.
The public response to Morrison’s idea was
swift, and the ensuing outraged was justified.
On Twitter, former assistant secretary of the
Australian Council of Trade Unions (ACTU) Tim
Lyons wrote:
“I worked in warehouses at Uni. Had a forklift licence. I organized [sic] in warehouses for
more than a decade. Letting kids whizz around on
forklifts is insane. They are not dodgem cars. The
kids are very likely to kill or injure themselves
or someone else.”
Outside of the public pressure, Morrison had
legal diﬃculties in getting such a plan oﬀ the
ground as it required state laws to be changed,
an obstacle Morrison noted. As a result, Morrison
has dropped bringing the idea any further,
stating:
“At national cabinet today [20/01/2022], we
agreed to proceed no further with the issue of
16-year-old forklift drivers.”
While this ludicrous idea has been dropped,
it is a grave reminder of how deteriorated our
capitalist system has become. While many will
point to the pandemic as the source of our current dilemma – as opposed to capitalism – this
is not the case. The pandemic has only accelerated capitalism’s decline. The staﬃng crisis
experienced in Australia, which led to Morrison’s
mind-blogging suggestion, is an example of how
the pandemic has heightened the degradation of
capitalism.
This is not the first time Australia’s ruling class
has attempted to stimulate its economy and workforce without consideration for workplace health
and safety. The Rudd government, in response
to the financial crisis 2007-2008, attempted to
create jobs and stimulate economic growth with
the Home Insulation Program. The problem with
the program was it failed to properly regulate the
sector resulting in the death of four workers. As
Lyons mentioned above, forklifts are dangerous
tools. They are operated in closed spaces, often
carrying heavy loads. One only has to turn to the
news to see how often forklift accidents happen
to realise that allowing minors to drive these
vehicles is not a good idea.
We must ensure that we keep the pressure
on this government to not make workplaces
any more unsafe than they are currently. With
a federal election around the corner, we must
remember these attacks on the safety of workers
and the complete disregard the ruling class has
for workers across Australia.

FREE PALESTINE,
END
THE OCCUPATION
The Communist Party of Australia calls for the end to the
ongoing Israeli occupation of
all Palestinian lands, the establishment of an Independent
Palestinian State based on the
borders of 4th June 1967, with
East Jerusalem as its capital.
We call for the right for Palestinian refugees to return to
their homeland in accordance
with the UN Resolution 194,
access to water and the full
realisation of a sovereign state.
The CPA expresses its solidarity
and support with all the Palestinian political prisoners and call for
their immediate release.
We condemn the Israeli

government’s policies of occupation, settlements and the fracturing of the geographical continuity
of lands that would make up the
future Palestinian state.
We demand the immediate
dismantling of all Israeli illegal
settlements and the Apartheid
Wall in the Occupied Palestinian
Territories.
We denounce the long-term
US Administration’s support to
the Israeli war and occupation
policies as well as the US fostered
diplomatic relations of some Arab
states with Israel. These are not
peace agreements, but a validation of Israel and the US’s policies
of more resource exploitation and

military and economic hegemony
in the region.
The CPA calls on Australia to
immediately join the 9 countries of
the G20 (Argentina, Brazil, China,
India, Indonesia, Russia, Saudi
Arabia, South Africa and Turkey)
that have recognised Palestine as
a state.
The Communist Party of Australia will continue to campaign
alongside the Palestinian community and organisations in solidarity
for the end of the occupation and
the establishment of an independent and sovereign Palestinian state.
Central Committee
22-23 January 2022

14th National Congress
Special Appeal
From 25-27 February 2022, elected delegates representing Communist Party organisations from all over
Australia will gather in Sydney for the 14th National Congress of the Party, COVID restrictions permitting.
In the lead-up to the Congress, Party members have been discussing and submitting amendments to a draft
Political Resolution. At Congress delegates will review the work of the Party and look to its future tasks.
Congress will elect a new Central Committee to lead the work of the Party until the next National Congress.
The CPA has launched a Special Appeal to help defray the costs associated with holding a National
Congress. We are appealing to Party members and organisations, all friends and supporters of the Party and
Guardian readers to help fulfill our $10,000 target as soon as possible.
To contribute, please fill in the form below or write your details on a separate piece of paper to send with
your contribution.
All contributions will be acknowledged in the Guardian, with the names of contributors unless otherwise
requested. We look forward to your support for this important occasion.

(Name) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ contributes $ _ _ _ _ _ to the above Appeal.
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
I enclose a Cheque/Money Order/Cash for that amount (made out to “CPA”).
Payment may also be made by Credit Card by filling the information below:
Credit Card minimum $20  Visa or  Mastercard
Name on the card _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ Signature _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
Card # ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

Support the Guardian
by donating to Press Fund

Expiry Date ___ ___ / ___ ___
I  agree/  disagree with having my name published in the Guardian
in acknowledgement of my contribution.
Send to 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010 or phone through on 02 9699 8844.
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THE COMMUNIST PARTY AND
SOCIAL UNREST
Roland Boer
In seeking to justify the re-cancellation
of Novak Djokovic’s visa in January
2022, the minister for immigration,
Alex Hawke, said the following in documents filed with the federal court:
“I consider that Mr Djokovic’s ongoing
presence in Australia may lead to an increase
in anti-vaccination sentiment generated in
the Australian community, potentially leading to an increase in civil unrest of the kind
previously experienced in Australia with
rallies and protests which may themselves
be a source of community transmission.”
An increase in civil unrest – this is actually the main reason, even though the statement is couched in pandemic-related terms.
While a number of angles – political theatre
before an election, construction of the “antivaxer” narrative, the state undermining rule
of law, and state-sponsored racism against
someone who was often called “the Serb” –
could be pursued in relation to whole saga,
let us focus on this important category of
civil or social unrest.
To begin with, it is significant that social
unrest was actually identified as a problem.
Of course, the idea that Djokovic – a reclusive
sports-person of the highest calibre who has
a strict regimen of food, exercise, and mental
focus to ensure his body is in peak condition
– could be a “talisman” for social unrest is
an eﬀort at diversion from the real causes.
But what the weak regime in Canberra fears
is an escalation of social unrest. And the last
two years have certainly seen an escalation
of such unrest in Western countries.
Most obvious are the “anti-lockdown”
protests that are fuelled by all manner of
conspiracy theories on social media. In fact,
countries such as the UK and USA seem to
have preferred to let the coronavirus rip
rather than risk widespread and dangerous levels of unrest. Are the powers that be
in Australia following the same approach?
We can also see the increasing openness of
neo-Nazis in Germany, Austria, and other
countries, as well as the massive polarisation, economic hollowing out, and waves of
protest and violence in the USA. More and
more observers are noting that the USA may
be close to an inflection point, and moves
are underway to ensure that the military
holds the line in the event of an outbreak of
“hot” civil war.
These developments raise an absolutely
crucial question: how should a Communist
Party respond to and intervene in social
unrest?
Historical experience of Communist
Parties indicates that there are three steps:
analyse the situation; assess who benefits;
determine when and how to intervene.

1. ANALYSE THE
SITUATION
It is absolutely necessary to make a careful
analysis of the the socio-economic causes for
unrest. History can help us, whether the 1848
revolutions in Europe (Marx and Engels),
the turmoil in Russia in the 1910s and 1920s
(Lenin and Stalin), the revolutionary struggles in China 1920s-1940s (Mao and Deng),
in Korea (Kim Il Sung), Vietnam (Ho Chih
Minh), and so on.
What do we learn?

First, there is always a longer history
leading to social unrest. For the last fifty
years, the real economies in capitalist countries like Australia have been in a process of
stagnation and decline (don’t listen to the
Canberra spin doctors, listen to workers).
The now defunct neoliberal project from
the late 1970s was an eﬀort to arrest this
decline, but it has clearly failed. In its wake,
however, are masses of casualised workers
– the “gig economy” – without the hardfought securities of full-time jobs. Examples
are many, such as the underfunded and
buckling health system, botched pandemic
response, outsourced “quarantine hotels,”
and collapsing logistics network.
Alongside the economic decline is political stagnation and fragmentation. As survey
after survey indicates, trust in government
and public institutions of capitalist countries
has slipped to an all-time low (below fifty
per cent). This leads not only to rampant
conspiracy theories but also to a weak government giving the police and spooks more
and more powers.
Second, social unrest has many vectors.
As a Guardian earlier article (#1981 “A Melbourne perspective”) points out, the recent
“anti-lockdown” protests have included those
with “genuine concerns with the vaccine process, amplified by rights-based individualists
and opportunistic far-right actors.” In short,
there are far-right activists involved, liberal
free-choicers, and workers suﬀering under
the inept management of the pandemic. The
article also points out that more “consultations with the unions” are needed, as well
as community-wide involvement.
Third, in the context of extensive socioeconomic and political breakdown, social

unrest can escalate quickly. The diﬀerence
between revolutionary and counter-revolutionary forces becomes crystal clear, and
proletarian revolutions have been successful when Communist Parties have seized
the initiative and led revolutionary forces.

2. ASSESS WHO
BENEFITS
We also need to ask who benefits from
specific types and periods of social unrest.
For example, it is very clear who stands to
gain from the “colour revolutions” that date
from the 1980s and have become increasingly violent – Ukraine, Hong Kong SAR,
the Solomon Islands, and so on.
But what about the “Yellow Vests” in
France or “Black Lives Matter” in the USA
in 2020-2021? These too were often violent,
with heavy-handed police repression.
The question today is who benefits from
the “anti-lockdown” protests found in many
Western countries. Are they aided and abetted
by right-wing political parties keen to score
points against opponents (as happened with
Canberra in relation to Melbourne)? Are
they avenues for various neo-fascist groups
to promote their agendas? Are workers in
precarious and risky jobs seeking to express
their frustrations at the eﬀects on their jobs,
and on their physical and mental health?

careful and constantly updated analysis of
the context (see above); it needs to distinguish between a foolish activity that would
lead to unwanted repression and an eﬀective
activity with maximum impact; and it needs
a sober assessment of the CPA’s capabilities
in the current situation. What is the most
eﬀective form of intervention in light of the
number, time, and capabilities of members?
Examples may include – and these come
from past and present activities – involvement in and indeed leadership of united-front
organisations, a clear presence at the forefront
of a genuine march or protest, handing out
as much literature as possible explaining
the CPA’s position, ensuring a CPA speaker
has a few minutes on the podium, handing
out food hampers to picketing workers who
have eaten little more than sausages, providing “safe houses,” and so on. In short, such
activities – involvement, presence, getting
the message across, concrete acts that meet
material needs – should be undertaken in a
vanguard capacity. Other potential activities
are better discussed “in camera.”
Finally, as Engels – in light of his revolutionary military experience – observed:
“act with the greatest determination [...] in
the words of Danton, the greatest master of
revolutionary policy yet known: de l’audace,
encore de l’audace!” (audacity, audacity and
more audacity!) Lenin quoted exactly this
text in 1917. 

3. DETERMINE WHEN AND
HOW TO INTERVENE
The short answer comes from Engels:
intervene when ready and act decisively.
Intervening when ready has at least
three facets: it has to be done in light of

But what the weak regime in Canberra fears is
an escalation of social unrest. And the last two
years have certainly seen an escalation of such
unrest in Western countries.
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REPORT: “FREEDOM” RALLY,
SUPREME COURT GARDENS –
PERTH
Richard Titelius
In the shadow of WA Premier Mark
McGowan’s announcement of a new
mandate and restrictions to be imposed
once the WA hard border falls on 5th
February, the Australian Peacemakers held a rally at the Supreme Court
Gardens to oppose the vaccine mandates which they believe are a form
of segregation or medical apartheid.
The first speaker, claimed Premier
McGowan is using coercion as a public health
policy to remove healthy people from society.
To illustrate her point she quoted McGowan
when he announced tough new double vaccination requirements for Western Australians
to enter, pubs, the casino, gyms and bottle
shops saying, “Life is about to get diﬃcult
for the unvaccinated.” She countered saying,
“No, life will become diﬃcult for Premier
McGowan when the underground rise up.”
The speaker suggested the COVID restrictions were part of a bullying culture that was
damaging the fabric of society, including that
it was tantamount to genocide to tell Aboriginal people the needle is safe and COVID
kills. She even went as far as to say this was
a hypothetical pandemic, the government
should be censured for lying to the people,
is engaging in discrimination and the public
has a duty to engage in civil disobedience,
as these directives are unlawful.
Another speaker with a supposed human
rights background said children were being
jabbed against their will, public health policies were not working and the government
will be held accountable. To assist parents
in protecting their children, the organisation which she represents will be holding
advocacy training to help inform parents
about the UN Conventions on the Rights of
the Child when dealing with school teachers
and principals.
A speaker in a video which was filmed
from a car in a suburban Sydney as it grappled with high levels of COVID cases said that
opposition to vaccine mandates and other
restrictions went across the racial and cultural divides adding, “everybody has to make
decisions based on their circumstances.” “The
real enemy,” the video speaker said, “is the
government, the corporate media and the
big pharmaceutical companies.”

Adjunct Professor of Law at Notre Dame
University, Augusto Zimmerman told the
20,000 plus crowd they were on the right side
of history. Zimmerman said this is not Nazi
Germany and Premier McGowan was behaving like Adolf Hitler. The MC for the event,
Aaron Malloy told the crowd the Governor
Kim Beazley was the only person who can
dissolve the parliament and call fresh elections, adding that this had happened twice
before in Australian history, once in NSW
and again in 1975 when Governor-General
Kerr sacked the then Prime Minister Gough
Whitlam. Malloy urged people, “Now was
the time to stand together and renounce
tyranny.” The rally then marched to Government House.
I spoke with one of the organisers after
the rally and asked him why the rally hadn’t
gone to Parliament House as it was Premier
Mark McGowan’s Labor government which

had come into power through the ballot box
and the majority of Western Australians had
voted to re-elect him in March 2021. He
replied that Western Australians had voted
for him before he had brought in the COVID
mandates. The suggestion that public opinion
polls continued to give high levels of support
to McGowan and that nearly ninety per cent
of Western Australians had been vaccinated
did not succeed in changing his mind.
The next day as Omicron cases passed
one-hundred in WA, the Premier announced
the reintroduction of masks in all indoor
settings in the Perth and Peel regions
underscoring the seriousness of the crisis
while remaining firm on his resolve to bring
down the hard borders on 5th February. The
Minister for Health, Amber Sanderson even
went so far as to suggest the government
would not be able to control the spread of
the virus now.

It would be a rich irony indeed that the
last public gathering in Perth for a while was
a rally against the measures necessary to slow
and control the spread of the COVID virus.
The Communist Party of Australia supports vaccination to control the spread of the
virus and bolster people’s immune systems
should they contract the virus. The CPA
also supports safe and healthy workplaces
by having workers vaccinated against the
COVID-19 virus.
The CPA demands paid COVID leave
for all workers who need testing, isolation,
illness, quarantine and recovery.

Read the CPA statement for COVID safe
community: cpa.org.au/statement/2021-2/
cpa-central-committee-statementfor-covid-safe-community 

“RIVERS OF BLOOD”: AUSTRALIA REACHES
1,000 TRUCK CRASH DEATHS SINCE LNP
ABOLISHED ROAD SAFETY TRIBUNAL
The Transport Workers’ Union (TWU) Statement
The Transport Workers’ Union
has demanded urgent Federal
action to end dangerous work
conditions in road transport,
as the truck crash death toll
since the LNP abolished the
Road Safety Tribunal in 2016
reaches 1,000 – including 235
truck drivers.
On Saturday, a truck driver died
on the Newell Highway in NSW
when his truck rolled and caught
fire after hitting a tree. His death
brings the total number of truckrelated fatalities in 2022 to fourteen.
The terrible milestone comes
following a landmark Senate report
tabled in August which called for a
series of reforms to lift standards

across the industry. The report –
the result of years of consultation
between the TWU, industry groups,
employers and truck drivers led by
WA Senator Glenn Sterle – calls
for an independent body to create
and enforce minimum standards
in road transport.
The Federal Government has so
far ignored every recommendation
that would address the supply chain
pressures making road transport
so deadly.
Trucking is Australia’s deadliest
industry, with pressures of underpayments, fatigue, speeding, and
overloaded trucks linked to the
low-cost contracts demanded by
wealthy retailers, manufacturers

and oil companies at the top of the
supply chain.
TWU National Assistant Secretary Nick McIntosh said after almost
nine years in oﬃce, the Federal
Government has only made road
transport more dangerous.
“On Scott Morrison’s watch,
our highways have become rivers
of blood. It’s never been harder for
truckies to safely make a decent
living, and the crushing pressure
from wealthy companies at the top
of supply chains has never been
more deadly.
“The Federal Government’s own
report into the RSRT estimated the
watchdog would reduce truck crash
fatalities by twenty-eight per cent.

That translates to 280 lives that have
been needlessly lost since the LNP
Government tore down the tribunal.
“Earlier this year, we reported
that a truck driver had been killed
every ten days since the road safety
tribunal was abolished in 2016.
Since the untouched Senate report
outlining the regulatory solutions
to truck crash deaths was tabled in
August, that figure has risen to a
truckie killed every six days.
“At a time when truckies are
crying out for reform, Scott Morrison’s arrogance is on full display.
Rather than listening to workers
or industry, the Federal Government’s solution is to tinker at the
edges by importing truck drivers

on visas regularly abused to exploit
foreign workers or suggest knee-jerk
changes to licensing which we fear
will water down training requirements and make Australia’s deadliest industry even more dangerous.
“The Senate report sets out
a workable plan to clean up the
industry and stop sending truckies
and motorists to an early grave. The
federal government needs to stop its
ideological games and implement
the recommendations in full.”
Since the Senate report was
tabled on the 25th of August 2021,
seventy-one people have been killed
in truck crashes, including twentysix truck drivers. 
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LOGISTICS AND MANUFACTURING
INDUSTRIES IN CHAOS
DUE TO GOVERNMENT’S
OMICRON CRISES

N Stallon
The recent Omicron crises, the result
of the incompetent Coalition government’s “let it rip” strategy, is reeking
chaos in Australia’s logistics industry.
High numbers of workers oﬀ sick with
COVID, as well as close contacts in isolation, have caused severe staﬀ shortages in
an industry already plagued by understaﬃng
and short-term casual contracts.
This comes despite the government
changing the definition of a close contact to
“a person who usually lives with or who has
visited the same household for more than
4 hours as a COVID-19 case during their
infectious period”.
Unfortunately, the virus is no less infectious at work than at home. In reality, logistics workplaces hold a high risk of COVID
transmission due to the physical nature of
the job.
To think that a worker with a positive
COVID result would not infect their coworkers in an 8-hour shift is ridiculous.
In fact, the government knows full well

the likelihood of COVID transmission in the
workplace and the danger it poses to workers, but they simply don’t care.
The government expects workers to
work until they drop. After seven days,
they are even free to leave self-isolation
provided they don’t have any COVID symptoms, whether they’ve tested negative to
COVID or not.
The NSW and QLD governments have
even got further than the rest of the country,
allowing employers to force asymptomatic
employees to work in other critical industries
such as food manufacturing.
These laws give employers the power
to force symptomless yet COVID positive
workers to work, where they risk making
even more co-workers sick.
The Transport Workers Union has condemned the changes as “beyond reckless”,
with ACTU acting secretary Liam O’Brien
saying that the changes would increase workplace infections and cripple our supply chains.
With up to half of all workers in NSW
absent from work due to COVID, this has
been made plain to see.

Supply chains have halted, leaving supermarket shelves empty. The public is facing
purchase limits and shortages of staples such
as fresh food and vegetables, toilet paper,
masks, hand sanitiser, and even medicine.
At the same time, producers have warned
that food is being left to rot without enough
drivers to transport them.
Consumer confidence has plummeted
as people have locked themselves down to
protect themselves. This is one of the worst
public policy failures in Australia’s history.
After an emergency meeting of thirty
unions, the ACTU warned that employees
will go on strike if employers do not provide protection from COVID, such as free
rapid antigen tests and N95 masks, as well
as upgraded safety protections.
ACTU secretary Sally McManus has said
that unions will write to employers reminding
them of their obligation to protect workers.
Yet, in a bid to recoup costs, employers
such as Patricks Stevedores are threatening to tear up hard fought for enterprise
agreements in a bid to slash workers’ pay
and conditions. These callous acts will lead

RAT STOUSH WORSENS
AMID CONTINUING
SHORTAGES
Continued from page 1

“We will be closely monitoring
the eﬀectiveness of the risk mitigation strategies with a view to seeking
urgent adjustments, should they
be necessary, to ensure the greatest amount of protection can be
oﬀered to our students and staﬀ.”
Both state and federal government plans for “living with
the virus” have resulted in chaos,
uncertainty, and fear.
In an interview for the ABC’s
Radio National Breakfast, Deputy
Prime Minister Barnaby Joyce
blamed Australians for hoarding
tests.
The program’s host, Patricia

Karvelas pointed out the government’s responsibility to secure
enough tests and deliver them to
vulnerable Australians.
In response, Joyce doubled
down and said that it is in fact not
the government’s job to be “Nostradamus” and predict what will
happen.
However, the Australian Medical Association has revealed that
it warned governments to secure
RATs before removing restrictions
and reopening the country.
It is concerning that someone
who holds such a senior governing position cannot comprehend
the basics of leadership, which
includes anticipating the needs of

a country’s most vulnerable people
and the population more broadly.
“We’re buying RATs. It’s not
like they haven’t been here. We’ve
been bringing them in. They’ve
been hoarded,” said Joyce.
“I’m blaming the fact that we’ve
got a virus out there and people
have been buying not what they
require but more than they need.
A lot of the time it’s businesses who
buy up more than they require.”
Joyce's attitude clearly shows
that he is more interested in protecting the current government's
terrible choices, than the health
and safety of the Australian working class. 

to industrial disputes that further cripple
supply chains.
Workers are risking their health and
safety, and should be protected and rewarded,
not punished.
This policy of “work ’til you drop” has
had disastrous eﬀects on workers’ health,
safety, and the economy. Products don’t
appear on the shelves by themselves. Behind
every product is the labour of thousands of
workers, creating and transporting the goods
necessary for society to function.
Not only are workers lives and safety
more important than the economy, but there
is no economy without workers. You cannot
sacrifice workers health for the economy.
The government must be held accountable for its failures. They have cost Australians their health, safety, and in far too many
cases their lives.
Any attempts to attack workers’ rights
and pay, whether by the government or
employers, must be fiercely rejected.
Striking over health safety grounds is an
important tool in defending and advancing
workers interests. 

NEW CPA
CENTENARY FLAG
Keep the Red Flag flying!

$20 including p&p
60x90 cm 100% Polyester

Order yours today: Send cheque/postal order to:
CPA, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
Phone 02 9699 8844 for credit card
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The Communist Party of Australia
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ROTESTS ACROSS THE COUNTRY

a (CPA) , standing in solidarity with
untry, rallied against the celebration
end to the colonialism and racism
e the arrival of the First Fleet.

nt and an acknowledgement of the
are engaged in every day, the CPA
rt of the struggle against the ongoing
ghting against attacks on Indigenous
ort, and the CPA is committed to
ommunity against these attacks.

ur proud attendance at
s across the country.

WA

Qld

NSW

8

Guardian

31st January, 2022

WHOLE-PROCESS
PEOPLE’S DEMOCRACY IS
A HIGH QUALITY DEMOCRACY
Wang Xining*
While the US is dragging some of its
so-called “valued allies” to hold the
Summit for Democracy, the world is
increasingly troubled by questions
such as “what is democracy and who
has the right to define it”?
Democracy, ultimately, is whether the
people can truly be the masters of their
own country. The whole process of people’s
democracy created by the Communist Party
of China (CPC) has secured extraordinary historical achievements on behalf of its people.
This year marks the 100th birthday of the
CPC. Over the past century, the Party has led
the people in realising people’s democracy
in China. The Chinese people now are truly
the masters of their country, their society
and their own destiny.
Long before China’s victory in the War
of Resistance against Japanese Aggression,
Mao Zedong said that China had found a
new path when he was confronted with the
question of whether China could break out
of “the law of historical cycle.” This new
road is democracy.
From the “bean election” (people voted
for their ideal candidates by casting beans
as ballots) in the Shaanxi-Gansu-Ningxia
Border Region to the voting in the Great Hall
of the People in Beijing, to the establishment
of the “three-three system” principle during
the War of Resistance against Japanese
Aggression to that of a socialist state system,
after more than seventy years of arduous
exploration, China has formed a complete
set of socialist democratic political systems
that are appropriate and eﬀective for itself.
Especially since the 18th National Congress of the CPC in 2012, the Party Central
Committee has put forward the major concept
of whole-process people’s democracy and
vigorously promoted it, further transforming
the relevant democratic values into eﬀective
institutional arrangements as well as concrete
and realistic democratic practices.
Whole-process people’s democracy
includes democratic elections, consultations,
decision-making, management, and oversight.
It integrates process-oriented democracy
with results-oriented democracy, procedural
democracy with substantive democracy,
direct democracy with indirect democracy,
and people’s democracy with the will of the
state. It is a model of socialist democracy that
covers all aspects of the democratic process
and all sectors of society. It is a true and
high-quality democracy that works.
But what happens in some western
countries are quite on the contrary. If the
people are awakened only to cast a vote
but become dormant afterwards, that is no
true democracy. If the people are oﬀered
great hopes during electoral campaigning
but have no say afterwards, that is no true
democracy. If the people are oﬀered fulsome promises during electoral canvassing

but are left empty-handed afterwards, that
is no true democracy.
Take an example of the community-level
election in China. According to the Constitution, all citizens over the age of eighteen
have the right to vote and be elected, except
for those who are deprived of their political
rights according to law. Currently, China is
conducting general elections for the people’s
congresses at the township and county levels,
with more than 1 billion voters participating in the elections. These elections at the
grassroots level are the most extensive and
vivid practices of whole-process people’s
democracy, and also the largest elections in
the world. Since the reform and opening up,
China has conducted twelve direct elections
to people’s congresses at the township level
and eleven direct elections at the county level.
The voter participation rate has remained
as high as around ninety per cent. In addition, all these elections are funded by the
state treasury, which eﬀectively ensures that
money cannot get its hands on the elections.
Transparent decision-making by the
government is widely practised in China.
Governments at all levels hear the opinions
and suggestions of all sectors of society on
major decisions, especially those directly

concerned, at all stages, including the initiation of decision-making, research and
development, public announcement of
draft decisions, finalisation of decisions,
and post-assessment. It ensures that the
people’s wishes and voices can be translated
into major decisions by the Party and the
government.
During the drafting stage of the 14th
Five-Year Plan, General Secretary Xi Jinping
chaired a number of seminars with representatives and experts in various fields, to
hear their opinions and suggestions. More
than 1,000 suggestions were collated from
a pool of some one million online messages.
The drafting group analysed them item by
item, took them all into consideration, and
accepted all pertinent suggestions.
Democracy is not a one-size-fits-all product that has only one model or configuration
for the whole world. Whether a country is
democratic or not should only be judged
by its own people. According to a research
report titled Understanding CCP Resilience:
Surveying Chinese Public Opinion Through
Time released by Harvard University, the
Chinese government enjoys the highest rate of
satisfaction in the past two decades, and the
Chinese people’s overall satisfaction towards

the Central Government exceeds ninety-three
per cent. This is the truest reflection of the
strong vitality of Chinese democracy.
There is no best democracy, only better.
China never exports a democratic model. We
believe that every country has the right to
choose a democratic system that suits its own
national conditions. History has repeatedly
proved that it is not feasible for China to copy
the political systems of other countries since
those systems are not suited to our national
conditions. Any attempt like this would at
best lead to poor imitation and might even
ruin the country’s future. The most reliable
and eﬀective systems for a country are always
the ones that take root in and draw abundant
nutrients from their own soil.
In the meantime, we should adopt an
attitude of inclusiveness, learn from the
strengths of others, digest and absorb them
in the light of China’s national conditions so
that we can turn them into our own strength,
better ensuring that the Chinese people are
the true masters of the country.
*Wang Xining is the Chargé d’Aﬀaires of
the People’s Republic of China to the
Commonwealth of Australia 

Democracy is not a one-size-fitsall product that has only one model
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Whether a country is democratic or not
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OP-ED: DISTRACTIONS

Eileen Whitehead
Under the cloak of the global pandemic, the US military-industrial complex
is gleefully organising another war to
rescue capitalism. The propaganda
machine has certainly made good use
of the “Wuhan Lie” to start the ball rolling, using this as a distraction from the
disastrous consequences of the capitalists’ incompetent domestic policies
for combatting the virus.
Over the two years of the pandemic we’ve
seen these militaristic threats intensify:
with the Ukraine situation, and a fabricated
“moralistic” outrage over Taiwan, Hong Kong
and the Uyghurs. The strengthening of ties
between Russia and China is of vital concern
to global capitalism. Its other concern is that
people, experiencing the mishandling of the
pandemic, now realise that the only way out
of this social crisis is the need to re-organise

the economic and social foundations of
society globally.
In 2019, just before COVID-19 became
rampant, we were beginning to see mass
movements globally – even in the US where
General Motors Holden workers held their
first strike in forty years. Despite the years
of suppression of the masses of working
class long before, but exacerbated by, the
pandemic, a powerful resurgence of the class
struggle is emerging. Suddenly the workers have realised the contempt with which
the ruling elite sees them: preferring to let
the virus rip through communities in order
to save the economy and the profits of the
corporations.
We’re seeing major strikes in the US; by
metalworkers in South Africa; public sector
workers in Sri Lanka; energy workers in
Turkey; and mass protests by public health
workers and miners in Chile; plus health care
workers in France protesting their appalling

conditions. And now teachers all over the
world – as Omicron gains control – are
defying government instructions to return
to face-to-face teaching. All these actions are
part of a class struggle. The working class
is realising that millions have died and are
dying in order to keep the wheels of capitalism turning. They’re saying “No more, this
is not acceptable.”
Politicians, governed by corporations,
have been rejecting scientific and public
health recommendations, which has caused
the death of millions of people. This is also
the case regarding global warming, which
will kill millions more.
We need a structure put in place for new
forms of independent, democratic and militant rank-and-file organisation of workers in
factories, schools, hospitals and workplaces
on an international scale. There needs to be
an internationally united struggle demanding protection for workers, shutting down

unsafe factories and non-essential production – any emergency measures which will
stop this virus spreading.
It’s becoming obvious that the COVID-19
is extremely virulent, causing mass infection,
and in order to fight this we need a strategy
based on a global co-ordinated campaign
to eliminate the virus on every continent.
It needs a vast collective and selfless global
eﬀort. The subordination of human life in
the interest of corporate profit cannot be
allowed to continue, and to overcome this
there needs to be a socially conscious movement of millions of people.
All humans need access to vaccination,
not just the rich nations. We will not accept
the continuation of this pandemic and, if
those in power pursue this, a socialist revolution is definitely around the corner. 

UNDOING THE CONQUEST
Graham Harrington
Irish republicanism has always
had a weak spot when it comes
to history. While we can name
every battle, every martyr and
graveyard in this country’s
perennial struggle for sovereignty and independence, we
fail to look at the bigger picture and learn the lessons of
that history.
Much will be made of the Civil
War period as being the result of a
sell-out. In reality the Irish ruling
class has always been consistent
in its principles. Its interests have
never been with an independent
and united Ireland. The Free State
represented the interests of that
class of ranchers, big-house aristocrats and industrialists and the
gombeen men [a pejorative term
for shopkeepers who exploited the
Irish Famine] who always acted as
the servants of imperialism.
Not for nothing was the newly
formed Communist Party of Ireland
(CPI) the first party to oppose the
Treaty. Marxism oﬀers a powerful
means of understanding the broader

political struggle. Republicans such
as Tadhg Barry and Liam Mellows
learnt through the independence
struggle the famous maxim of
Henry Joy McCracken that “the
rich always betray the poor.” But
the poor can only be betrayed if
we put our faith in the rich in the
first place.
Among those most opposed to
the Treaty were Cumann na mBan
and Fianna Éireann. Women and
youth were the ones most opposed
to the counter-revolution, and it was
they who were the most oppressed
by the state that emerged in the
twenty-six Counties [term for the
Republic of Ireland], as exemplified
by the mother-and-baby homes.
The labour movement stood
aside from the Civil War and
declared a general strike “against
militarism.” It was the failure of
the workers’ movement as much
as of the republican movement to
see the class interests behind the
Treaty that allowed the carnival of
reaction to triumph.
Connolly’s lesson on how the
national struggle and class struggle need to be intertwined was lost

amid a non-materialist and simplistic struggle between economism
and nationalism. We have not yet
learnt the lessons of our defeat a
100 years ago and, as Irish unity
draws closer, are sleepwalking into
the same mistakes.
There are those who oppose a
united Ireland because it will not
be a ready-made socialist republic,
treating socialism as just a slogan
rather than something substantial.
The excuse is the lack of radicalism
within Sinn Féin.
This gives Sinn Féin too much
credit, in all honesty. While Sinn
Féin is high in the opinion polls, and
likely to be in government, north
and south, after the next general
election in the twenty-six Counties,
there is a diﬀerence between being
in government and being in power.
It might surprise those not
familiar with Irish history to learn
that Fianna Fáil in the 1930s was
to the left of the party now led by
Mary Lou McDonald. Fianna Fáil
was red-baited by the Blueshirts
with anti-communist and “shadow
of the gunman” propaganda because
it provided council housing, state

companies and a basic welfarism
while undoing the more unpopular
aspects of the Treaty.
It’s no surprise that this Fianna
Fáil was able to win the support of
a large section of workers and small
farmers, much like Sinn Féin now.
Its role was exactly that: to get the
working class to buy in to the state.
The priority was developing a native
capitalism that could get more
concessions from Britain – hence
the maintaining of parity with the
English pound.
It was Fianna Fáil that delivered
the twenty-six Counties into the
EEC (now the EU) and opened the
country to the primarily American
transnationals. Today the Irish
ruling class has made a show of
criticising the British while using
the Americans and EU as allies. To
reduce the struggle against imperialism to one just against Britain is
to miss the point. The Irish Citizen
Army declared Neither King nor
Kaiser but Ireland, yet today some
of those who claim its legacy try to
use Washington and Brussels to
bring about a united Ireland.
Fianna Fáil used republicanism

as a tactic rather than a principle;
and there is reason to believe they
will not be the last to do this. The
question remains concerning when
Sinn Féin will reach its SYRIZA
moment. Who can forget the cries
of óchi [no] around Europe only
to see SYRIZA capitulate to its EU
creditors!
A united Ireland is the future, so
we must build it today. Our opponents will negotiate their united
Ireland in back rooms, business
forums, and the columns of the
Irish Times. Our united Ireland has
to come from going to our people
and be built in struggle with them.
To an extent we already have
an Ireland united, a people that
– north and south, Catholic, Protestant, and neither – are united in
their alienation from the political
establishment acting against our
interests, united in their lack of
a say in what is decided for us in
London, Brussels, or Washington.
We have to learn from history
and organise as a class to bring
about a republic worthy of the
name.
Socialist Voice 
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MILLIONS OF US DOLLARS
TO DESTABILISE CUBA
US President Ronald Reagan
created the National Endowment for Democracy (NED)
in 1983, which along with
the United States Agency for
International Development
(USAID) has functioned as an
economic arm of the United
States government’s interventionist policies, financing nongovernmental organisations
(NGOs) and foundations disguised with names citing very
laudable values like democracy and freedom, which in fact
seek to change governments
that do not subordinate themselves to Washington’s policies.
These interventionist policies
have been implemented in many
countries of the world, especially in
those in what the United States considers its backyard: Latin America
and the Caribbean.
As detailed on the NED’s own
website in 2020, the organisation provided critical support to
allegedly promote democracy in
our region, in countries governed
by what they consider to be the
most authoritarian regimes: Cuba,
Nicaragua, and Venezuela. Two
countries, Ecuador and Bolivia,
were described as “in transition,”
oﬀering important opportunities
to reverse previous “authoritarian”
legislation on freedom of expression
and judicial independence and to
encourage citizen participation in
electoral processes.
The NED reports expanding
what are presented as programs
addressing corruption, digital
media, and human rights, and
reaﬃrmed its commitments to the
region’s largest countries: Brazil
and Mexico, which were considered
to be facing threats from right-wing
populist and leftist governments,
respectively.
As can be seen, the organisation defines Cuba, Nicaragua and
Venezuela as “more authoritarian regimes,” countries that were
openly attacked through the network of foundations and NGOs
this entity funds, and are defamed
by media that are also financed
through these organisations or
other similar ones.
The NED website also reports
that, on 30th November, 2018,
a meeting was held in which
Democratic Senator Robert “Bob”
Menéndez, and the Republican
Representative Ileana Ros-Lehtinen participated, two well-known
opponents of popular processes in
the region and linked to the most
reactionary sectors of Cuban emigration based in Miami.
Also on hand were NED President Carl Gershman, and USAID
administrator Mark Green, both
interested in promoting new leaders
in Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela.
Gershman took the opportunity to thank Congresswoman
Ros-Lehtinen for her unwavering

support for the work of “democratic” activists around the world,
presenting her with a framed
print of the Goddess of Democracy, built in China’s Tiananmen
Square, nearly thirty years ago.
Later, NED Senior Director for
Latin America and the Caribbean,
Miriam Kornblith, participated in a
panel with activists from Venezuela
and Cuba, described as an event
which served to familiarise US
development agencies and legislators with “democratic leaders” from
Cuba, Nicaragua and Venezuela.”

INTERVENTION
IN CUBA
Since the triumph of the Cuban
Revolution in 1959, the United
States has resorted to all manner
of means to force a change of government on the island. The criminal economic, commercial, and
financial blockade that Washington
illegally and unilaterally maintains
against Cuba, which has been condemned by the international community in twenty-nine votes in the
United Nations General Assembly
is, without a doubt, the most concrete example of this systematic
aggression that the US government
maintains against our people.
Promoters of the blockade have
confessed on more than one occasion that this amalgam of measures
is intended to asphyxiate the Cuban
people, create chaos and generate
a change of regime and political
system.
During the years of the pandemic, 2020 and 2021, the US government (first under the leadership

of Donald Trump and now Joe
Biden) tightened the blockade
with new measures, preventing
the import of medicines, respirators, fuel and economic resources
to confront the crisis caused by
COVID-19. In this diﬃcult context, protests were fomented to
destabilise the government in a
failed attempt to deliver the final
blow to the Cuban Revolution.
The plan succeeded in generating
more hardship and suﬀering for
the population, but not in breaking the people’s will.
Appearing in the section
devoted to Cuba on the NED website is a list of groups funded by
the organisation during 2020 to
promote destabilisation.
According to this data released
by the NED, more than five million dollars (US$5,077,788) were
invested for this purpose that year,
to which must be added funding
for NGOs and foundations that
do not appear in the Cuba report
but also take action against our
country, as well as funds channeled
through USAID and other similar
organisations.
We reproduce below the long list
published on the NED website on
23rd February, 2021 (www.ned.org/
re g i o n / l a t i n - a m e r i c a - a n d caribbean/cuba-2020), revealing

the names of groups that received
funding to intervene in Cuba during
the year 2020, with sums ranging
from US$20,000 to US$650,000.
Readers are invited to research the
actual activities of these groups:
• International Platform for
Human Rights in Cuba
– US$87,253

• Cubalex – US$150,000
• Fundacion Cartel Urbano
– US$110,000
• National Democratic Institute
for International Aﬀairs (NDI)
– US$500,000
• Freedom of Information
– US$80,000
• Editorial Hypermedia
– US$93,941
• Latin American Center for
Nonviolence – US$48,597
• Instituto de Comunicacion y
Desarrollo – US$79,300
• Transparencia Electoral
– US$74,945
• Investigacion e Innovacion
Factual – US$74,000
• Observatorio Cubano
de Derechos Humanos
– US$150,000
• Freedom of Information
– US$50,000
• Agora Cuba – US$75,860
• Asociacion Diario de Cuba
– US$215,000
• Freedom of Information
– US$72,000
• Foundation for Human Rights
in Cuba – US$126,000
• Instituto Cubano por la
Libertad de Expresion y Prensa
– US$146,360
• Freedom of Information
– US$56,500
• Cultura Democratica
– US$49,106
• Freedom of Information
– US$33,180
• Cuban Democratic Directorate
– US$650,000
• Democratic Ideas and Values
– US$23,500
• Freedom of Information
– US$75,000

• Accountability and Governance
– US$120,267
• Freedom of Information
– US$91,319
• Gobierno y Analisis Politico
– US$115,000
• Asociacion Civil Cronos
– US$80,000
• Freedom of Information
– US$50,000
• Instituto Interamericano
de Derechos Humanos
– US$95,000
• Freedom of Information
– US$99,980
• Center for International
Private Enterprise (CIPE)
– US$309,766
• Instituto Prensa y Sociedad
– US$70,523
• Fundacion Espacio Publico
– US$108,000
• People in Need Slovakia (PIPA)
– US$60,000
• Clovek v tisni, o.p.s. (People in
Need) – US$150,882
• Instituto Politico para la
Libertad Peru – US$85,000
• Arlenica, Arte, Lenguaje e
Investigación para el Cambio
Social – US$11,940
• Center for a Free Cuba
– US$80,000
• Institute for War and Peace
Reporting (IWPR) – $145,230
• Grupo Internacional para
la Responsabilidad Social
Corporativa en Cuba
– US$230,000
• Vista Larga Foundation
– US$83,000
• Democratic Ideas and Values
– US$71,339
Granma 

Since the triumph of the Cuban Revolution
in 1959, the United States has resorted to
all manner of means to force a change of
government on the island.
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BIDEN AND NATO RAISE THE
STAKES IN DEADLY UKRAINE
WAR GAMBLE
C J Atkins
The war danger in Ukraine is
escalating, and once more it
is Washington and the NATO
military alliance it controls
which are raising the stakes
in this deadly gamble.
President Joe Biden ratcheted
up tensions this weekend with the
revelation that he plans to possibly dispatch as many as 50,000
troops – along with tanks, missiles,
aircraft, and warships – to NATO
military allies in the Baltic states
and Eastern Europe.
The US has also issued marching orders to other NATO members.
Secretary of State Antony Blinken,
the Biden administration’s top
propaganda chief on the Ukraine
matter, said Sunday that “NATO
will continue to be reinforced […]
if Russia commits renewed acts of
aggression.”
Already, there are F-16 warplanes from Denmark on the way
to Lithuania, Spanish fighter jets
and naval forces en route to the
Black Sea, French troops airlifting
to Romania, and Dutch F-35 fighters joining the patrols in the skies
over Bulgaria. These military moves
were paired with diplomatic theatrics, as the US and Britain began
“evacuations” of some embassy
staﬀ in Kiev.
But what are the new supposed
threats from Russia that merit
kicking the US-led war machine
into high gear?
Biden insists Russia could
“move in” on its neighbour at any
minute but oﬀers no information
about anything new when it comes
to Russian military developments.
It’s been public knowledge for
weeks that Russian forces have
taken up positions at the country’s
western borders, but the government of President Vladimir Putin
continues to deny it has any intention of invading Ukraine.
Instead, it points the finger back
at NATO, saying the accusations
against Russia are a cover for the
military alliance’s own provocations – those already underway and
those still planned. Dmitry Peskov,
spokesperson for the Kremlin, told
the media this weekend, “All this
is happening not because of what
we, Russia, are doing. This is happening because of what NATO and
the US are doing.”

One doesn’t have to be a fan of
the authoritarian and oligarchic
state run by Putin to see that Russia’s claims have some merit. The
current crisis is underpinned by
major issues that stretch back over
the past thirty years – from the end
of the Cold War to the present –
and which are receiving little to no
attention in the mainstream press.

FACTS AND FICTION
First is the prolonged instability
that has defined Russian-Ukrainian
relations since the dismantling
of the socialist Soviet Union in
1990-91. For hundreds of years,
Russia and Ukraine have been
tied together – socially, culturally, politically, and in every other
imaginable way. The two Slavic
countries even share an origin point
in the Kievan Rus state that came
into existence in the area around
modern Kiev more than a millennium ago. Over centuries, their
people intermarried, fought oﬀ
Napoleon, the Kaiser, and Hitler
together, and built an advanced
“modern” industrial economy.
Those connections were severed by the fall of the USSR. In
other regions, the destruction of
the Soviet Union saw the outbreak
of violent ethnic and religious conflicts when communities were suddenly split apart or forced together
by nationalist regimes. The war
between Armenia and Azerbaijan
last year is only the most recent
example.
For Ukraine, the current downward spiral in relations with Russia
started in 2014 when a coup by US
and European Union backed ultranationalist and fascist forces overthrew the elected (but undeniably
corrupt) government of supposedly
pro-Russian President Viktor Yanukovych. The US and its allies claim
it was Moscow’s man Yanukovych
who forced the turn toward violence
and confrontation when his security
forces opened fire on protesters in
Kiev’s Maidan square in February
that year, killing fifty people.
The so-called “sniper’s massacre” has been held up as the trigger for everything that followed,
including Yanukovych’s removal
from power, the “civil war” in
eastern Ukraine, and the Russian
“annexation” of Crimea. However
bad Yanukovych may have been,
as more evidence comes to light,
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the “sniper’s massacre” is looking
more and more like a fascist frameup rather than the desperate act
of a soon-to-be-deposed dictator.
Extensive research from University of Ottawa Professor Ivan
Katchanovski is upsetting the narrative pushed by the West and its
allied regime in Kiev. Looking at
the testimony of over 100 wounded
demonstrators, dozens of prosecution witnesses, the examinations of
the Ukrainian government’s own
forensic and ballistic experts, and
hours of videotapes, Katchanovski
has concluded that the massacre of
the “absolute majority of protesters and police” at the Maidan was
perpetrated by “members of the
Maidan opposition, specifically it’s
far-right element.”
In simpler terms: It was the
fascist forces supported by the
West, not the Russian-backed
Yanukovych, who fired the opening
shots in the violence that has since
killed more than 13,000 people. The
truth about the “sniper’s massacre,”
according to Katchanovski, has
been repeatedly “misrepresented,
omitted, or even covered up by
Western governments and […] the
mainstream media.”
If the very first line in the Western powers’ story about Ukraine is
a lie, it becomes prudent to look at
everything they’ve said since with a
skeptical eye. That includes everything they’re saying now.
For instance, the government of
British Prime Minister Boris Johnson – which is on the ropes at home
and could fall at any time – claimed
on Saturday that Moscow was
plotting to install a “pro-Russian”
leader in Ukraine. Conveniently,
the figure Putin allegedly plans
to tap to run a puppet regime is
Yevgeniy Murayev – a former MP
who opposed the fascist-backed
coup of 2014, has long been an ally
of Ukrainian trade unions, and is
now a leading voice speaking out
against the war danger.
Murayev believes the Ukrainian
government is selling the country’s
future to the US, whose weapons
makers he said are whipping up the
war hysteria to reap whirlwind profits. “The hawks are looking forward
to a feast,” he wrote. Biden’s big
troop and armaments deployments
seem to fit the bill. It’s little wonder
then that London and Washington
are trying to link Murayev to Putin
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and derail his anti-war party from
gaining public support.
Like the “sniper’s massacre,”
the claims about the planned installation of a pro-Kremlin puppet
start to look suspiciously like the
Western powers accusing Russia
and its friends of exactly the things
they themselves have done and
are doing.

WHO IS THE TRUE
AGGRESSOR?
Beyond the disputes internal to
Ukraine, there are also the international roots of the conflict. Way
back in 1991 – more than three
decades ago – the administration
of President George H W Bush
made a pledge to Soviet President
Mikhail Gorbachev that when the
military forces of the USSR withdrew from Eastern Europe, NATO
would not seek to add countries
there to its ranks.
If the West had truly been interested in creating the conditions for a
lasting peace in that moment when
the Cold War was ending, it would
have dissolved NATO completely.
The Soviet-led Warsaw Pact was
liquidated, but the US and its allies
didn’t respond in kind.
In fact, they barely wasted a
minute to prove that Bush’s promise was a lie – not only expanding
into former Warsaw Pact countries
like Poland, the Czech Republic,
Slovakia, and Romania but actually gobbling up nations that were
formerly part of the USSR itself,
like Latvia and Lithuania.
With the excuse of being a
“defensive” alliance against the
Soviet Union gone, NATO was
openly refashioned into a direct
instrument of US military priorities.
NATO helped tear the country of
Yugoslavia into pieces, bombarded

Afghanistan after the 11th of September, assisted in the US occupation of Iraq, and assisted in pushing
Libya into a civil war.
Given this history, Russia’s fear
of NATO pulling Ukraine into its
sphere and creeping directly up
to the Russian border is far from
absurd. It is little wonder that Putin
demands the US and NATO remove
all weapons from Ukraine, that a
guarantee be issued Ukraine will
not join the alliance and the security of all former Soviet nuclear
weapons on Ukrainian territory.
Any Russian leader – left, right,
or centre – would ask the same.

NEGOTIATION IS
THE ONLY WAY OUT
Unless the Biden administration wants to force an open military conflict, it must accept that a
negotiated settlement is the only
solution – and that settlement has
to include no NATO membership
for Ukraine.
The war hawks in the military-industrial complex and their
political spokespersons in Congress
are of course pushing for further
escalation. The threat war alone
has already been enough to bring
the cash rolling in for the weapons
makers. […]
Acknowledging the necessity
of halting NATO expansion into
Ukraine does not represent a concession to Putin; it is a concession
to common sense. Nor does it compromise the self-determination of
the Ukrainian people. The truth
is that the West compromised on
that in 2014 when it helped install a
fascist-backed government in Kiev.
It’s now up to President Biden
and his NATO allies to bring us
all back from the precipice of war.
People’s World 
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COMMUNISTS IN ONTARIO
CALL FOR ESCALATING MASS
ACTION AGAINST FORD
PV Ontario Bureau
The Communist Party convened its
31st Ontario Provincial Convention
from November 27-28, with province’s
fifteen Party clubs participating. Delegates called for an end to the “duck and
cover” approach to the Doug Ford government, taken by much of the labour
movement, and for the working class
to launch an escalating campaign of
mass action in the lead-up to the 2nd
June provincial election.
The online convention was a major step
forward in terms of consolidating recent
growth in the Communist Party and renewing provincial leadership.
This was the first full Ontario convention
– complete with Party-wide discussion on a
provincial political report – since the Ford
Tories were elected. The previous provincial
convention, held in 2019, was largely focused
on preparations for the Party’s Central Convention that year which updated the Party
Program.
Leading up to the convention, Party clubs
spent three months thoroughly discussing the
convention documents and preparing dozens
of proposed resolutions and amendments. In
addition to the political report, the convention also discussed and adopted a “People’s
Alternative” platform which will be the basis
for the Party’s provincial election campaign
and a Plan of Work for the next three years.
This was the largest and youngest Ontario
convention in recent memory, reflecting significant growth in the Party. There were fifty
per cent more delegates than in 2017 and the
average age had descended from fifty-one to
forty-three in those four years.
In recent months, the Ford government
has been trying to rebrand itself with its new
slogan: “working for workers.” Ford himself

has claimed that he’s “always been for the
frontline, hard-working union people.” In
the convention’s opening remarks, Provincial
Secretary Drew Garvie tackled this myth:
“This is the same government that cancelled the $1 minimum wage increase to $15
per hour in 2018, eﬀectively transferring $1.3
billion from Ontario’s lowest paid workers
to its biggest corporations. In 2018, he also
enacted the ‘Open for Business’ bill which
reduced overtime pay, lowered wages for
unionized construction workers, and reduced
reporting of toxic substances in workplaces,
amongst other measures which also gave
corporations more power.
“In 2019, he enacted Bill 124 which has
slashed workers’ wages, benefits, and pensions in the broader public sector and eliminated the right to free collective bargaining
in Ontario. Yet still Ford feels emboldened
enough to use populist platitudes to win
workers’ votes or at least sow confusion. We
should be clear: there is no question that the
Ford Conservatives are the biggest danger to
working people in Ontario.”
Much of the political report and discussion at the convention focused on the Conservative government’s all-sided attack on
working people. The report identified the
Ford government as representing “the most
aggressive sections of capital in the province”
and warned that Ford “looks set to double
down on austerity to ensure that working
people pay to recover post-pandemic corporate profitability.”
While identifying Ford as the main danger,
the report notes that “the Liberals laid much
of the groundwork for the Ford government’s
attacks.” The report also criticizes the NDP
for its failure to present a “clear workingclass perspective inside the Legislature”
and, worse still, for convincing some in the
labour and people’s movements that they

just need to wait until the next election to
win a “progressive government.”
In response to this, the convention
pledged to strengthen the fight against the
Ford government and called for “escalating
mass action” ahead of the election with “the
working class taking on the fightback in its
own name and on its own terms.”
Delegates also discussed the provincial
Party’s recently relaunched “Housing for
People – Not for Profit” campaign as an
important contribution to the broader fight.
As Garvie mentioned in the opening, “we
are the only party consistently proposing
solutions beyond narrow neoliberal market
schemes. It’s time for real action to confront
the housing crisis!”
The Party campaign calls for an emergency plan to build 200,000 publicly owned
social housing units and to implement rent
rollbacks and rent control across the province to ensure nobody has to pay more than
twenty per cent of their income on housing.
Other important discussions included
emergency action to combat the opioid and
mental health crises which have both been
exacerbated since the pandemic began, the
nature of labour market shortages and the
corporate “solution” which includes attacks on
social assistance and the need for expropriation policies targeting large private landlords.
During deliberations on Party building and the Plan of Work, the convention
welcomed new challenges which have been
brought on by recent growth. Half of all delegates had joined the Communist Party in
the last two years, with the Party in Ontario
growing by more than fifty per cent since
its 2019 convention. Two new clubs had
been formed since 2019: the Bethune club
in Barrie-Simcoe and the Tim Buck club in
the Kingston area.
The Plan of Work that was adopted

includes eﬀorts to consolidate and build upon
recent growth through more resources and
training for clubs and club leadership and
increased theoretical education at all levels.
The convention elected a new 15-member
Ontario Provincial Committee reflecting both
continuity and renewal, with eight comrades
elected from Toronto and seven from clubs
outside of Toronto. Six of those elected are
new to the committee. The Provincial Committee elected from its ranks an executive of
six which meets more frequently and carries
out the day-to-day activity of the Communist
Party in Ontario. The committee also reelected Drew Garvie as Provincial Secretary.
The convention thanked Party members
who had been members of the previous
provincial leadership but who were stepping back – these included Wally Brooker,
Aristide Tsemo, and Elizabeth Hill. There
was special recognition of Elizabeth Hill’s
contributions to the committee and executive over several decades.
Delegates passed three emergency resolutions: solidarity with land defenders around
the world including those facing charges for
the defense of Wet’suwet’en sovereignty, a
condemnation of recent calls by the Maimibased Cuban opposition for armed insurrection against socialist Cuba, and a call for
immediate action on the opioid and housing
crises in Ontario.
Following the convention, Garvie told
People’s Voice that “the work carried out by
the 31st Ontario Convention sets the Communist Party on sturdy footing to fight the
big struggles emerging in the near future. As
the Action Plan states: ‘The viciousness of
the Ford government and the growth in our
capacity both demand that we put our shoulder to the wheel.’ We are ready to respond
to that demand!” 

GUAIDO CALLS FOR MASS PROTESTS
IN BID TO UNSEAT VENEZUELAN
PRESIDENT NICOLAS MADURO
Steve Sweeney
HAPLESS Venezuelan opposition figure Juan Guaido called
for his supporters to take to the
streets next month as he plans
to unseat President Nicolas
Maduro in the 2024 election.
He said that peaceful protests
would take place across the country
in a bid to oust Maduro, although
Guaido has led numerous failed
coup attempts.
“We are talking about organising ourselves from now, we’re
talking about a presidential election,” he said.

It is not clear whether Guaido
intends to be a candidate, but
he called on opposition groups
to unite as soon as possible to
mount a challenge.
Despite him having never
been a candidate for the presidency, a number of Western
countries, including Britain and
the United States, recognise him
as Venezuela’s legitimate leader.
They claim, without any credible evidence, that the 2018 presidential poll was rigged in favour
of Maduro.
But the opposition was
trounced in recent regional

elections and Guaido’s previous
attempts to rally support have
fallen flat.
The Washington-backed
politician, however, insisted that
Maduro’s government “fears
the streets, fears organisation of
the base” as he urged participation in a demonstration on 12th
February.
Maduro dismissed Guaido
and said that “a true revolution
has been unleashed that is more
alive and victorious than ever.”
Speaking at a mass rally
to mark the anniversary of the
1958 fall of the military junta,

he praised the “anti-imperialist
spirit” of the Venezuelan people.
During an annual address
given recently, Maduro said
that the economy had grown by
more than four per cent last year,
despite five years of “economic
war and blockade” imposed by
Washington.
“Venezuela is back on track
for economic growth,” he said, as
inflation continues to slow while
exports have increased by thirtythree per cent.
Analysts have welcomed the
positive signs, although they
warn that sustained economic
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recovery remains diﬃcult while
US sanctions remain in place.
Talks between representatives of the Bolivarian government and the Venezuelan
opposition stalled last October
after the extradition of Colombian businessman Alex Saab to
the US on trumped-up money
laundering charges.
Maduro remains the overwhelming favourite to win the
presidential election.
Morning Star 
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