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THE FLOODS
ARE RISING AND
SO ARE WE

Photo: Jala

Casey Davidson
While thousands of people across
South-East Queensland and northern
New South Wales have been left devastated by the unanticipated extreme
flooding event, which has destroyed
countless homes and livelihoods,
the appalling government and council responses have left locals abandoned and furious. Additionally, it has
brought into the limelight poor city
planning and council corruption with
new developments in Brisbane, just a
decade after the last major Brisbane
floods. It also reveals the lack of funding for adaptation policies in Australia,
which were recommended in the most
recent report by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). This
report details how poorer communities are disproportionately aﬀected,
and recommends an inclusive policy
of equity and justice.
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SCOTTY FROM
MARKETING SENDS
IN THE ADF

Residents in Lismore have been shocked
to witness the Australian Defence Force
(ADF) taking advantage of the disaster by
setting up cameras and lighting for photo
and filming opportunities while people are
in desperate need of evacuation, left abandoned on their rooftops. Everyday citizens
and small businesses have volunteered,
mobilised, organised, fed, provided clean
water, funded, and put themselves in danger
to rescue and support flood victims with
minimal to no assistance from government
bodies. At least seventeen people have died
in these floods, and the death toll continues
to rise as bodies are recovered, and ineﬃcient recovery systems fail to provide urgent
services.
While private helicopter services in the
region have provided fourteen helicopters in
the air at an average of seven hours per day,
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the ADF has provided just two helicopters
for just one hour per day. Volunteer pilots
have been frustrated at the ADF response,
disappointed about having to rely on community volunteering – people who are not
getting paid. At least 200 rescue missions for
5000 aﬀected people, 20 tonnes of essential
goods, including food and medicine, have
been provided by these volunteers with base
income provided by a community crowdfunding campaign. The ADF claims that
there were up to four helicopters in the air
at a time with 436 personnel cleaning up in
Lismore. Regardless, this is still minimal in
comparison to the private helicopter missions.

DODGY DEVELOPMENTS
IN BRISBANE
Greens Councillor for the Gabba, Jonathan Sri, has analysed the situation in his ward
which has been highly aﬀected, explaining
how big developers are allowed a great
deal of leeway by council authorities by not
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having to pay for local infrastructure such
as drainage and electricity, when putting up
huge apartment complexes. On top of this,
tenants are given false reassurances that the
basements of these apartments, where their
cars and extra furniture are kept, would be
unlikely to flood, as this would devalue the
apartments.
The reality has been that many tenants
in these apartments have lost their cars and
stored items, and people with disabilities
have been unable to leave their apartments
due to elevators being turned oﬀ without
notification. Most of the people living in
these built-up areas are renting from landlord
investors who take little to no responsibility
for the poorly designed homes which are
vulnerable to flooding, blaming the tenant
for “taking a risk” for living in a flood zone.
As Sri examines, it is not the tenant who
should be penalised for taking a risk but
the investors who have a responsibility to
provide a home that is fit to live in.
Continued on page 4
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STRONGER
TOGETHER,
DIVIDED WE FALL!
If it has not already become apparent to the
average punter, the Australian working class has
been involved in some intense industrial actions
across the country.
From teachers, nurses, and rail workers –
workers from across diﬀerent industrial sectors
faced intense struggles to win better pay and
conditions.
Last month, teachers threatened to strike over
planned changes by the NSW government to suspension and expulsion policies in public schools,
this included halving the length of maximum
school suspensions and ensuring that students
were not sent home more than three times a year.
The council of the NSW Teachers’ Federation
qualified the policy changes as “ill-conceived
and flawed,” stressing that these changes would
only “place an already strained and disaﬀected
teaching service under even greater pressure.”
Additionally, the NSW Teachers’ Federation
believes the policy will jeopardise the safety of
teachers and create a larger workload.
Tensions rose when NSW nurses and midwives
protested in Sydney’s CBD over pay and working
conditions during the COVID-19 pandemic. In
protest to these conditions – which have gone far
beyond the limits of any reasonable workplace
environment – the NSW Nurses and Midwives’
Association defied an order on 14th February,
issued by the Industrial Relations Commission
(IRC), to call oﬀ the industrial action. Speaking
on the situation, Kathy Triggol a nurse stated
that “It’s gotten to the stage that every hospital
is the same [...]. We’re talking about nurses in
the ICU and emergency department who can’t
even stop to go to the toilet. It’s just ridiculous.”
Perhaps the most public industrial relations
spat happened when management failed to come
to an agreement with the NSW Rail, Tram, and
Bus Industry Union (RTBU). The next day, the
21st February, management locked out rail workers who had turned up expecting to work. In an
attempt to apply pressure on the RTBU to accept
a subpar agreement and divert the anger felt by
the public onto the union, the NSW government,
through the NSW Transport Minister, David
Elliott, likened the situation to a “terrorist-like
activity,” insinuating that it was workers – not the
government – were responsible for the dilemma.
To win or maintain even the most baseline
conditions intense workers’ struggles are required. It does not matter how urgent additional
funding or improved wages and conditions are
required, in particular, during the COVID-19
pandemic, struggle is necessary.
The struggles of the RTBU members, teachers,
nurses, and midwives confirm the importance of
trade unions and the necessity of militant trade
union struggle, solidarity, and working class
unity. Workers united will never be defeated!
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CPA – YOUTH STATEMENT
ON THE ARREST OF THE
KONONOVICH BROTHERS
On 6th March 2022 the First Secretary of the
Leninist Communist Youth Union of Ukraine
Mikhail Kononovich, as well as his brother,
Aleksander Kononovich were arrested and
accused of being Russian and Belarusian spies
by the Ukrainian regime. Their safety in detention is highly in doubt given the Ukrainian government’s ties to Fascist and other far right
militia groups in the country.
While the Zelensky government alleges their crime
is that of espionage, the reality is that their crime in
the eyes of the government is that they fight for the
rights of the workers and people of Ukraine in the
struggle for a better future. Successive far right coalition governments in Ukraine that have been backed
by the USA since the 2014 coup d’état have spent a
significant amount of their time and energy engaging
in “decommunization” by suppressing the democratic
rights of Ukrainian people, banning communist parties, attacking trade unions, equating communists and
Nazis, and persecuting Ukrainians who dare to call for

a peaceful Ukraine that is independent of military alliances. The Kononovich brothers are simply the latest
victims of the Neo-Nazis that have been absorbed into
the Ukrainian state and have prevented the peaceful
resolution of conflicts and the enactment of the Minsk
Agreement and the CPA-Youth reinforces the CPA’s
call for the Australian government to use diplomatic
means to bring about a negotiated solution to the
current conflict.
The Communist Party of Australia-Youth joins
the international progressive youth movement in
denouncing the detention of the Kononovich brothers
and the calls on the Ukrainian government to release
the brothers and ensure their safety. The CPA-Youth
calls on the Morrison government and the Opposition to use all diplomatic measure possible to save the
lives of these two young men. Their detention is an
afront to the democratic rights of people and should
be condemned by all progressive and peace-loving
people around the world. 
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OP-ED
HOMELESSNESS EPIDEMIC

The tent city in Sydney, 2017, saw homeless people come together as a community and stand up to the government. (Photo: Anna Pha)

Peter Wills
Having a roof over your head
and a safe living space is not a
privilege as capitalists would
have us believe. It is a basic
human right, and it beggars
belief that in a country as rich
as Australia that over 116,000
people every night do not have
a safe place to sleep. That is
just one statistic, coming out
of the Australian Institute of
Health and Welfare. Worse
still, charities, such as Mission
Australia, estimate there are
over 200,000 people sleeping
rough every night – but what
is causing this crisis? Is it substance abuse? Mental health
issues? Or a lifestyle choice

(as the right-wing politicians
would have us believe)?
Homelessness is being caused
by skyrocketing housing prices and
rents. Rent is increasing at the rate
of 8.9 per cent per annum while at
the same time wages are stagnant,
particularly for those on minimum
wages and Centrelink benefits. This
is being exacerbated by generous tax cuts like negative gearing
for wealthy property owners and
developers. There is currently no
national plan to address this issue
and the lack of aﬀordable and public
housing. The percentage of public
housing stock has fallen from 7.1
per cent in 1991 to 4.2 per cent
in 2016. There are currently over
190,000 people on public housing
waiting lists.

Centrelink rent assistance for
the unemployed has not kept pace
with increasing rents and is currently twenty years behind where
it should be. There is currently
next to no housing aﬀordable for
a single person on Newstart in the
whole country. According to the
government’s own Productivity
Commission research paper, an
estimated 170,000+ deal with rental
stress, with households having less
than $250 a week to live on after
paying rent. The housing market in
Australia is overheating, which is
causing homelessness and misery
for those on low incomes. Meanwhile, property investors are rubbing their hands together with glee.
Only about four per cent of all
dwellings in Australia are classed

as social housing, compared with
10 - 19 per cent in other developed
countries like Finland, France, Iceland, Ireland, and the UK. The lack
of social housing is causing misery
for the poor and there is currently
no coordinated program from all
levels of government to address it.
It is estimated that at least 15,000
dwellings need to be built every
year just to keep pace and stop
the homeless statistics getting any
worse than they already are.
The appalling level of homelessness and people under severe rental
stress is a symptom of a capitalist
society where a person’s worth is
reduced to an economic unit or by
how much money they contribute
to the economy. It is no surprise,
therefore, that rich landlords with

no consideration for people’s welfare would choose to drastically
increase rents beyond the ability
of many to pay.
In socialist countries like Cuba,
housing is considered a basic
human right. Homelessness is practically non-existent and everyone
regardless of their means has a safe
place to live. In a capitalist country
this is not a priority as poor people
are seen as less deserving and not
worthy of a safe place to live. Only
a socialist system of government
in Australia will ensure everyone,
regardless of social status has a safe
place to call home. 

THE “NEW NORMAL”
LIFE WITH COVID, TWO YEARS ON
B Curphey
New data shows that the cost of living
has increased 3.5 per week in the past
year and poverty is once more on the
increase as we adapt to the “new normal” of life with COVID-19. In the first
year of the pandemic, governments
enacted various protective measures
to combat the worst eﬀects of the
COVID-19 pandemic. It is no surprise
that this coincided with a drop in rates
of poverty.
The new data coincides with the phasing
out of JobKeeper payments and isolation pay,
among the very last protections from the pandemic still in eﬀect. Eviction moratoria, rent
relief, social security, and work from home

arrangements are increasingly becoming a
thing of the past, as the interests of capital
push forward towards a new normal.
The experience of the pandemic has
shown how dangerous this push can be.
A certain amount of debt, poverty, and
homelessness are built into the fabric of
the capitalist system. The system relies
on a class of people who need to sell their
labour to survive and incentivises a “race to
the bottom” with workers competing for the
means to survive.
Marx called the large number of unemployed people who exist at any given time the
“reserve army of labour.” As long as there is
someone standing by to take a worker’s job,
workers have less power to complain about
their conditions and so a “race to the bottom”
ensues with conditions and wages worsening

over time unless there is some intervention
by the state to protect the working class.
The COVID measures gave us a glimpse
of the kinds of support we could put in place
to support the most vulnerable among us.
In 2020, governments made an eﬀort to
house people experiencing homelessness,
with the help of housing support services,
and to provide an income for workers who
were not able to work during the lockdowns
through the JobKeeper program. As a direct
result, the percentage of Australians living
in poverty fell from 11.8 per cent in 2019 to
below ten per cent in 2020.
The latest data shows that that number
is now fourteen per cent, representing 3.8
million people. While this may be in part
a flow-on eﬀect of the pandemic, this statistic cannot be laid squarely at the feet of

COVID-19. It is also a result of low wages,
unemployment, high rents, and costs of
living as the interests of capital push for
things to go back to normal. And for as long
as the push toward the normal is allowed
to continue unchecked, those numbers will
continue to rise.
The COVID measures were not magnanimous gifts from the state or employers.
Most of them were fought for by workers and
advocacy groups. The most important thing
the working class can do to make sure the
statistics don’t continue to rise is to organise in our communities to put pressure on
bosses, landlords, and the government to
reinstate the COVID concessions – and keep
them there permanently. We have nothing
to lose but our chains! 
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“RATIOS NOW!”
RALLY REPORT MELBOURNE

On Tuesday, 1st March, over 100 workers, unionists, and community members gathered at the front of Gladys
Liu’s oﬃce in Burwood, Victoria. Their
mission was to demand aged care ratios
in the private aged care sector. Currently, there are no mandated ratios
in the private sector of aged care.
The date marked one year since the
Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality
and Safety report was published. The rally
was organised by the Victorian Branch of the
Australian Nursing and Midwifery Federation (ANMF) and the Victorian Trades Hall
Council (VTHC). A sea of red ANMF shirts
and orange We Are Union shirts filled the
entire front of Gladys’ oﬃce, taking up the
steps to the building and the nature strip
out in front.
Unfortunately, Gladys was not there

to hear the stories of aged care workers or
community members. As soon as ANMF
oﬃcials turned up to set up the rally, Gladys
got into her car and zoomed away with her
tail between her legs.
The rally for aged care also had an
electoral message to the community. That
message was to put the Liberals last in the
upcoming federal election. ANMF is calling
on “all politicians in the next federal election to make aged care reform a priority.”
VTHC volunteers and organisers have also
been campaigning tirelessly in the Chisholm
swing-seat to put Liberals last.
Another demand from the rally was to
push private aged care providers to have at
least one registered nurse on site twenty-four
hours a day, seven days a week.
I do not doubt we have all heard the
shocking stories that have come out of the

Royal Commission or have a personal story
of how private aged care has not delivered
quality of care for our friends and family.
One such story that was raised by ANMF
speakers at the rally was how the number
of urinary tract infections is increasing in
private aged care centres. There are not
enough workers to make sure that residents
are getting enough water.
Often the nurses and personal care assistants at these facilities are exploited migrant
workers in hostile workplaces. This adds
an extra dimension to the issue because it
is harder for the workers to organise themselves in their union and demand change.
They need the strength of the community
and other workers behind them to push for
the conditions they deserve.
Residents of aged care have spent their
entire lives working, only to be left behind

by our government in their final years. It’s
time for the government to show some
respect for our family and friends as well
as the workers who take care of them. It’s
disgusting the government contributes to
eighty per cent of the funding of these private
aged care facilities with taxpayers’ money.
Where is all this money going? These fat-cat
private aged care owners are siphoning oﬀ
public money and lining their pockets with
it! Public aged care have mandated ratios,
but are dwindling in numbers.
Ratios now! Fund public aged care!
Head to www.itsnottoomuch.com to find
out how you can support the ANMF’s four
demands for aged care reform. 

THE FLOODS ARE RISING AND SO ARE WE
Continued from page 1

MUD ARMIES
During the 2011 Brisbane floods,
thousands of people mobilised to
help their fellow citizens who had
been severely aﬀected. At times this
was disorganised and led to some
dangerous situations, or unhappy
flood victims, as helpers sometimes
over-confidently threw out items
of value to the owners. However,
this enormous “Mud Army” was
essential in providing help for many
aﬀected people in need.
In this year’s unprecedented
floods, the Brisbane City Council (BCC) took a leading role in
mobilising volunteers by setting
up registration systems to avoid
these problems. However, the lack
of organisation from the BCC meant
that thousands of volunteers were
not called upon until too late and
were poorly distributed. Those
who volunteered on Sunday 6th
March were asked to stay home,
and many people who would have
been assisted without a central
organisation like in the previous
floods, were left without volunteer
helpers. As part of climate change
adaptation policies recommended

by the IPCC, it is crucial to develop
disaster response systems. As climate change is now having devastating eﬀects on coastal cities, it is
essential that these recommendations be addressed.

EFFECTS OF
CLIMATE CHANGE
ARE HERE NOW
Dr Johanna Nalau, one of the
270 lead authors on the recent IPCC
report, recently spoke on Brisbane’s
community radio, 4ZZZ, about the
clear impacts of climate change
which are happening now, including the ongoing flood disaster. The
report is a synthesis of over 34,000
papers that have been cited to make
the information more accessible
for policymakers. Chapter 11 of
the report focuses on Australia and
New Zealand, which is reliant on
its coastal cities that are disproportionately affected. Extreme
storms, more intense than ever
before, and double the frequency
of flooding due to rising sea levels,
can be expected for coastal cities.
While this is indeed concerning,
Nalau was adamant that this would
not have to be all doom and gloom

with adequate adaptation policies
put in place.
Policy makers and leaders
need to understand that climate
impacts are not something of the
future, but something happening
now. While funding should still
be put into reducing global emissions, preparation for extreme
events due to climate change is
pivotal to reducing the impact of
inevitable disasters. These adaptations include, but are not limited
to, flood protection, safety nets,
relocation systems, early warning
systems, community awareness,
creating more urban parks and
green spaces, and increasing biodiversity in urban areas. This will
not only prevent the death and
destruction that comes with these
disasters but also provide a more
pleasant environment for all.

DUTTON’S
DECEPTION
Unfortunately, policymakers
in Australia are yet to implement
adaptation policies and continue
to spout phrases such as Prime
Minister Scott Morrison referring
to the floods as a “natural disaster.”

Minister for Defence, Peter Dutton,
set up a GoFundMe campaign for
the floods, a clear election strategy,
without considering how the people
would be infuriated with his support
of the recently founded military
pact, AUKUS, which could cost
Australia as much as $171 bil for
nuclear submarines in Australia, a
country that signed the Treaty on
the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons. Meanwhile, he expects
citizens to put their hard-earned
dollars towards a clear national
crisis, without serious support from
the federal government. People in
Australia should not be fooled by
this clear hypocrisy.

CHINA’S SPONGE
CITIES
Cities in China that are more
prone to flooding have implemented innovative strategies to
tackle climate change. Denmark
has praised this huge project and
implemented this into their own
prevention strategies. Authorities in
cities such as Pingxiang have built
tunnels to divert water into other
waterways, and upgraded sewer
systems, filtration pools, wetlands

and public spaces which absorb
water. Pump stations have been
built to enhance drainage capacity,
and there has even been a type of
brick developed that absorbs water
like a sponge. These measures have
created opportunities for new business and have spared the damage
of urban flooding in more vulnerable districts.

PEOPLE POWER
Although the Australian government has not shown this level
of commitment, the citizens indeed
have. The Mud Army is one clear
example of this. Additionally, small
businesses have oﬀered free meals,
free use of electricity for charging
phones or whatever necessary.
Citizens have offered free fuel,
clean water, dropping oﬀ waste
bins, showers, carpool services and
free lifts to wherever flood victims
needed to go, and much more. This
sense of community and comradery
deserves to be mobilised by eﬃcient
and eﬀective systems. The people
of Australia should fight for better
systems of governance, for climate
adaptation policies and for justice
for victims of this disaster and further impacts of climate change. 
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REPORT: BRISBANE BRANCH
EDUCATION CLASS ON
SHARKEY’S HISTORY OF
THE COMMUNIST PARTY
Graham Holton
Lawrence (Lance) L Sharkey
(1898-1967) joined the Communist Party of Australia in
1922 and was later elected to
the executive of the Federated Miscellaneous Workers’
Union of Australia. In 1929 he
was the editor of the Workers’
Weekly. The Menzies’ government declared the Communist
Party illegal in June 1940, forcing Sharkey to work underground with other leading
members. In 1948 Sharkey
encouraged the Malayan Communist Party to conduct an
insurgency against the British
government. In March 1949, he
told a journalist that if “Soviet
Forces in pursuit of aggressors
entered Australia, Australian workers would welcome
them.” He was found guilty
of uttering seditious words by
the Central Criminal Court.
The High Court of Australia
upheld the conviction, and he
was sentenced to three years
imprisonment, later reduced
to thirteen months.
Lance Sharkey’s History of the
Australian Communist Party is
important to all comrades because
eighty years later we can still
learn from him how to surmount
problems we face today. From the
beginning, educational classes have
been mandated by the Central Committee (CC) as the tool to retain
new members by speedily giving
them political training and Party
consciousness. Special elementary booklets gave new members
a correct understanding of the
Trade Unions, the ALP, and the
Comrade’s task in relation to the
labour movement and reformist
leaders. Special schools helped raise
the mass level of genuine Marxist
theoretical understanding, dialectics, higher economics and history
of the Party. Additionally, classes
on more practical subjects and current Party policy raised the more
advanced cadres’ Marxist-Leninist
education to a higher theoretical
level. Above all, the education of
comrades stressed the need to build
the Party in the factories and the
workplaces. For these reasons, the
Brisbane Branch used Sharkey in
its first education class for the year.
Australians forget how poor the
working class was before the 1970s.
Poverty had taught the workers
that the capitalist system had failed
them. They liked how communists
behaved in the unions and workplaces, making them receptive to
their ideas and actions. The Party
took up the struggles of the working
class, and Comrades understood
first hand and appreciated the role
of Marxism-Leninism in the Class
Struggle.
The first major win for Australian trade unions was the eight-hour
day, which by 1858, had been won
by all building trades workers in the
Eastern colonies. Ten years later,
Marx included this demand in the
Program of the First International,

recognising its power of attraction
for unorganised workers. By the
1890s, the labour movement was
not yet closely tied to Socialism,
and Lenin saw that thus: “Isolated
from socialism the labour movement becomes petty, and inevitably
becomes bourgeois.” The workers
had not yet learnt, wrote Engels,
that: “The struggle for high wages
and short hours, etc., is not an
end in itself, but a means, a very
necessary and eﬀective means,
but only one of several means
towards a higher end: the abolition
of the wages system altogether.”
The unions had not realised, nor
understood, that there must be “a
political organisation of the working class as a whole.”
The workers were not organised
politically, as the unions were led
by people who had no understanding of scientific socialism. Nor had
big industry taken root in colonial
Australia. Socialism had become
isolated from the mass movement,
which weakened the formation of a
mass Labor Party. Instead of developing a Socialist Workers’ Party,
the ALP became a liberal bourgeois
party. Lenin writes: “The Labor
Party has to concern itself with
developing and strengthening the
country and with creating a Central
Government.” The ALP, instead
of improving the class struggle,
pushed for Compulsory Arbitration, the function of which, writes
Sharkey in The Trade Unions:
“is to prevent strike struggles
and to enforce the acceptance, by
law, of a low standard of living. It
will at once be seen that Arbitration is detrimental to the development of the class struggle and
class consciousness […] necessary
to the revolutionary struggle for
socialism.”
Strikes, properly led, conducted
and timed, are a revolutionary
weapon. Strikes develop the labour
movement, organise and unite
workers and win the intermediate
social strata to the side of revolution. As Lenin writes in his In
Australia (1913):
“The Labor Party does not even
claim to be a socialist party. Naturally, when Australia is finally developed as an independent capitalist
state, the conditions of the workers will change, as will the liberal
Labor Party, which will make way
for a socialist labor Party.”
This failed to develop because of
the strong opposition of the Right
in Australia.
Instead, reformism and revolutionary syndicalism condemned
the labour movement to bourgeois
domination. The Labor Government even introduced the Crimes
Act and the War Precautions Act,
which became the basis of later
anti-working class coercive legislation. Labor thereby hamstrung the
class struggle by getting strikers to
return to work. What was needed,
wrote Lenin, was to unite workers
into “a large, strong organisation,
capable of functioning well under
all circumstances, imbued with the
spirit of class struggle.”

This came about with the formation of the Communist Party in
1920. This was “one of the decisive
revolutionary acts of the Australian
working class,” wrote Sharkey. Its
formation represented the victory
of Marxism-Leninism over “socialist” theories. Many problems still
lay ahead. By 1923 the Communist
Party tactically responded to the
peculiar circumstances they were
facing and aﬃliated with the NSW
Labor Party. Even though the Rightist forces expelled the Party within
the ALP, it was a decision taken
during a particular extraordinary
period in an attempt to gain influence within the Labor Party. Thereafter Communists were prevented
entry by the anti-Communist pledge
from attending ALP conferences as
union delegates. This pledge is still
being used today.
From 1926, General Secretary
Jack Kavanagh drew the Party away
from the mass movement, as he
would have nothing to do with the
ALP. Communists could only take
oﬃce in a union when the majority
of union members accepted communism and then must return to
work after two years. This action
meant that the Party isolated itself
from the workers.
The approach taken by this CC
was laid out in the Workers’ Weekly
(2nd August, 1929):
“The task of militants in this
country is not yet to lead the working class in a direct challenge to
capitalism, but to popularise the
basic ideas of the class struggle
amongst the workers, their wives
and children.”
Such a statement bordered on
liquidationism. It was a denial,
writes Sharkey, “of the elementary principles of the role and
functions of the Communist Party
as laid down by the Communist

International.” The Party had
become a propaganda body, an
adjunct of the left wing of the Labor
Party, rather than the leader of the
working class and the major driving
force of the country’s political and
economic struggles. Five months
later, the right wing of the CPA
was expelled, and a new Central
Committee elected.
Following this action, the Party
became a growing influence in the
trade union movement, a major
achievement in the class struggle.
“The strength of our position,”
writes Sharkey, “arises from the
fearlessness of the Party’s leadership in the important struggles of
the trade union movement, the
correctness of the policies it has
promulgated, and the capacity of
our leading Party trade unionists.
The trade unions are the most
important mass organisation of
the working class and Communists
must always strive to develop the
good work in relation to the unions,
which is already becoming something of a tradition with our Party.”
In the following years, the Party
gained considerable experience in
applying united front tactics. In certain periods, if it aided the working
class, the Party supported the right
wing of the ALP to build unity and
achieve the immediate objectives of
the labour movement. In its fight
for unity, the Party continued to
expose reformism, with its policy
of class-collaboration and alliance
with the bourgeoisie, through its
ideological struggle of teaching
Marxism-Leninism to the workers. The united front tactic allowed
the workers to be brought into the
struggle against the capitalist class.
By working for the unity of workers,
by cooperating with the leaders of
reformism, if the conditions and
aims allowed it, made it one of the

most important weapons available
to the working class under the
leadership of the Communist Party.
“The United Front,” wrote Lenin,
“facilitates and makes easier the
process of the passing over of the
majority of the working class to the
side of Communism.”
In 1940, the Party and several fraternal organisations were
proclaimed unlawful under the
National Security Regulations. Two
communists, Ratliﬀ and Thomas,
served a sentence in a concentration camp for Party activities. The
Comrades commenced a hunger
strike, drawing public attention
that produced a one-day stoppage
in protest. They were only released
after the defeat of the Menzies government and the election of Curtin
ALP government. Despite the ban
on the leftist press, the Party continued to publish and distribute
the Tribune, and the Communist
Review. Lenin had emphasised the
need during illegal periods to make
use of whatever legal opportunities
were available to further the Party’s
work, i.e., to combine legal and
illegal forms of activity.
Karl Marx regarded the role
and functions of trade unions with
particular importance because they
represented the first steps in organising workers as a class. Yet without
a consistent application of Marxism-Leninism and revolutionary
theory to the problems faced, the
trade union movement is doomed to
failure. The trade union is the most
important mass organisation, for
as Lenin writes: “Without the trade
union a revolution is impossible.”
Therefore, Socialism in Australia
can only triumph when the banner
of the trade unions is the banner
of communism. 
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RESOLUTIONS OF THE 14T

RESOLUTION ON
THE SITUATION IN UKRAINE

THE GREAT AUSTRALIAN
LOCKOUT MUST END

The war between Russia and Ukraine is part of a wider
conflict between capitalist powers, between Russia on one
side and Ukraine and the expansionist NATO powers on
the other.
Neither side in this war stands for the real interests of
the peoples of Russia and Ukraine which include living in
peace determining the future of their own society free from
outside domination.
The conditions for today’s war have been created by a
number of factors including:
• The eastwards expansion of NATO;
• The US- and fascist-backed coup to replace Ukraine’s
democratically elected president by pro-Western
politicians in 2014;
• The Ukrainian Communist Party and its MPs have
been banned and the country thrown open to western
capital;
• The refusal of the Ukrainian government to implement
the UN-backed Minsk II agreement including
autonomy for the Donbass region; and
• The escalating attacks on the “People’s Republics” in
Donetsk and Lugansk
However this cannot justify the military oﬀensive against
Ukraine. This onslaught further destabilises Ukraine and will
strengthen the hands of those who prefer militarism and war
to the peaceful settlement of problems between and within
states. Already the giant oil and armaments corporations
are making enormous profits out of this conflict.
The Communist party of Australia calls for an immediate ceasefire in Ukraine, a halt to the all military operations, and negotiations to bring about a just settlement of
the Ukraine question.
The CPA condemns the US-NATO-EU military build-up
which will further destabilise the region.
The CPA demands the Australian government use diplomatic means to bring about a negotiated solution to the
conflict rather than follow the US-NATO-EU allies.

Delegates to the Communist Party of Australia’s 14th
National Congress consider the following:
Australia has some of the most reactionary, anti-worker
lockout laws in the OECD. Under the Fair Work Act enshrined
in section 411 the ‘employer response action’, employers
can take protected industrial action against employees
in response to industrial action by employees. Reform is
needed in Australian lockout law to bring Australian legal
standards into the international mainstream.
Once rare and a relic belonging to the late 19th century
history and during the crisis years of the Great Depression,
lockouts where an employer temporarily withdraws paid
work for its employees have resurfaced. Since 1996 there
has been an ongoing upward trend in the use of lockouts
that now sees employers responsible for most of the longrunning disputes in Australia accounting for over half of the
long disputes between 1999-2003. The working days lost to
lockouts grew from just 3 per cent between 1994-98 to 26
per cent between 1999-2003. This trend has only continued.
Of real concern for current circumstances, along with
the observed ongoing increases to their use, lockouts typically occur in depressed markets. Slow business conditions
lower the losses sustained by the bosses. Adding further
pressure, employees who are locked out cannot claim
unemployment benefits.
The ability of workers to freely associate and bargain
collectively to pursue their interests in disputes with their
employers is hindered in Australia by legislation that limits
access to take strike action. This coupled with the virtual
absence of limitations on lockouts in Australian labour law
defies the norm throughout the OECD.
The equal treatment of lockouts and strikes is inconsistent
with other legal principles such as freedom of association,
the right to collective bargaining and to strike. Eﬀectively
it renders the rights of employees meaningless.
Being able to withdraw our labour or at least the implied
threat to do so underpins the bargaining power of employees
and unions. Without this, employees are relegated to a state
of dependence unable to bargain eﬀectively.
Recently, we saw over 300 Coles distribution centre
workers in NSW locked out of their workplace for over
three months after taking twenty-four hours strike action
demanding improved wages and conditions. The reasons for
the strike included unequal pay rates with other warehouse
workers, increasing pick rates (workers report that rates had
increased to 230 cartons per hour, up from 160 just seven
years ago) leading to potentially unsafe work practices and
failure to supply PPE during the COVID crisis and increasing
casualisation. In WA, Seven West media locked its production workers out for two weeks before xmas after a four-hour
stoppage, another lockout is currently underway after workers
again rejected an Enterprise Agreement proposal that will
strip their conditions and make way for the casualisation
of the workforce. When fighting back against lockouts, we
saw the Rail Tram and Bus Union (RTBU) and its members
campaign heavily against the narrative, set by the NSW
state government, that the lockout was a by-product of a
lack of cooperation of the union and its workers providing
a pathway forward for future lockout struggles.
There are many more examples.
It is only the implicit threat or explicit strike weapon
which restores any sort of equilibrium between labour and
capital. The CPA calls for the right to strike and for the
prohibition of lockouts. We call on the Australian union
movement to join us in taking up this call.

RESOLUTION ON AUKUS
The CPA condemns AUKUS, the Australian pact with
the US and UK, aimed at confronting and containing China.
Under AUKUS, Australia will acquire a fleet of nuclearpowered submarines, only the seventh country in the world
to do so. AUKUS also includes an increase in the 2500 US
troops that already rotate through Darwin, visits of US and
UK warships and aircraft, and increased co-operation on
artificial intelligence, space technology and cyber warfare.
The pact is aimed at countering China’s growth in the
Indo-Pacific region and beyond. Brexit Watch in the UK
stated that AUKUS “firmly places the UK at the forefront of
the Western pushback against the growth of China.”
The Australian Government is helping boost the chance
of war through belligerent rhetoric against China, alongside
its largest military build-up since the Second World War.
Paying for the nuclear submarines will cost at least
$100 billion and will mean that budgets for public services
will be raided while arms manufacturers line their pockets.
We face a climate crisis, record low wage growth and
an ongoing global pandemic. Public health, education and
housing will be robbed of funding. Repairing and protecting
our environment will not get the money it desperately needs.
The government claims building submarines in Australia will create jobs, but far more jobs would be created
if the money was used to fund a transition to 100 per cent
renewable energy. This would create at least 130,000 climate jobs over ten years.
Australia’s national security cannot be enhanced by
exorbitant military spending, totalling more than a quarter
of a trillion dollars over ten years. In reality this spending
will make Australia poorer and less secure.
There has been next to no public discussion about the
implications of AUKUS. Instead, we are subjected to a
constant stream of messages about China’s evil intentions,
which have little basis in reality.
AUKUS has already begun to disrupt relations in the IndoPacific. Indonesia and Malaysia have expressed opposition.
Countries in the region do not want to have to choose sides,
do not want an arms race in the region, and do not want to
be involved in fighting proxy wars for the US.
Most countries support the trend towards a multi-polar
world and against hegemony. China’s framework of win/
win diplomacy and community for a shared future are much
better suited for the increasingly multipolar world.
An anti-AUKUS movement is growing in Australia,
drawing peace and environmental groups, trade unions,
students and many more. The CPA calls on all its members
and supporters to join and become active in this movement
and to raise the issues in their workplaces, localities, and
community organisations.
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TH CONGRESS OF THE CPA

RESOLUTION ON CUBA
The Communist Party of Australia at its 14th Congress
extends its full solidarity to the Cuban people, the Cuban
government and the Communist Party of Cuba as they
defend their independence, their sovereignty and their
socialist revolution.
Since the victory of the Cuban revolution, the US has
committed ceaseless acts of military intervention, subversion and sabotage as well as economic blockade against
Cuba under its scheme to stifle the first socialist country in
the Western hemisphere by all means.
This is a violation of the human rights of the Cuban
people and a principal obstacle to the Cuban economy,
which seeks responsible development, that is being built
prioritising Social Development and sustainability
Before being elected Biden condemned the actions by
Trump to strengthen the blockade even more. Biden said
the Trumps changes, “have inflicted harm on the Cuban
people and done nothing to advance democracy and human
rights.” Despite these words, Biden has kept all Trump’s
measures and started a communication war against the
people of Cuba called SOS Cuba aiming for intervention.
The US administration even uses the pandemic as a weapon
to create an even greater crisis.
Biden has not removed Cuba from the US’ “state sponsor of terrorism” list, which has further economic impacts
for Cuba. The imperialists are becoming more blatant and
desperate in their attempts to topple the socialist system
in Cuba.
As was seen by the response of the Cuban people to
defend their revolution the US has very much underestimated the unyielding faith and will of the Communist Party
and people of Cuba who stand strong and resolute despite
the protracted blockade imposed by the imperialists, the
underhanded campaign and funding of undercover “democracy promotion” that attempts to create internal unrest, and
disregards international laws about foreign interference.
The Communist Party of Australia will continue to stand
with the people of Cuba in defence of their revolution and
their advance of the cause of socialism.
Despite all of the acts of aggression Cuba has been faced
with, the island has maintained some of the highest human
development indicators in the region in terms of health,
education and life longevity. This is a testament to a united
people and to Cuba’s socialist system.
Further the Communist Party of Australia fully supports Cuba’s demands for the end of the US occupation of
Guantánamo Bay and its return to the Cuban people.
The CPA will continue to campaign in solidarity with
Cuba until the criminal blockade is lifted.
Cuba became the first country in the world to fully vaccinate its entire population from the age of 2 with its own
home developed vaccines. We congratulate Cuba for its
tremendous campaign against the Covid pandemic. Under
its principles of public health and internationalism Cuba
is now set to vaccinate the world sharing its vaccine technology with developing countries. We recognise the huge
contribution of Cuban medics providing medical assistance
to 40 countries across 5 continents. Viva Cuba, down with
the criminal blockade!

BUILD
THE PARTY
FOR A
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FUTURE

8

Guardian

14th March, 2022

Below are more greetings from our fraternal parties
from around the globe, sending us messages of well
wishes and solidarity.

FRATERNAL GR
THE 14TH CONGR

GERMAN COMMUNIST
PARTY (DKP)

COMMUNIST PARTY
OF BRAZIL (PCDOB)

NEW COMMUNIST PARTY
OF YUGOSLAVIA – NKPJ

COMMUNIST PARTY
OF SWEDEN

On behalf of the members of the German
Communist Party, I greet the delegates of the
14th National Congress of the Communist
Party of Australia.
In the preparation of your Party Congress, you are discussing many questions
that are also important for us. How can
communists best conduct the struggle for
the social and democratic rights of working
people, against imperialist war policies, for
peace and socialism?
How can we stop the costs of the capitalist crisis, aggravated by the Covid pandemic,
from being passed down onto the working
people?
How do we strengthen the communist
party as a precondition to wage these struggles successfully.
Your party as well as ours is fighting
against imperialist war policy, you are currently fighting against the AUKUS treaty
directed against the People’s Republic of
China, we are fighting against the war policy
of NATO and the EU against Russia and the
People’s Republic of China.
We wish your National Congress fruitful discussions and good decisions and your
party a successful implementation of these
decisions.
Long live international solidarity!
With communist greetings
Renate Koppe
International secretary

The Communist Party of Brazil (PCdoB)
sends its warm greetings to the 14th National
Congress of the Communist Party of Australia.
The persistent capitalist crisis, aggravated
by the pandemic, clearly reveals the cruelty
and selfishness of capitalism. It represents
an attack against the fundamental pillars
of democracy to facilitate the imposition of
policies that place the entire weight of the
system’s crisis on the proletariat’s shoulders.
Besides, imperialism increases its aggressiveness by threatening people and nations as a
reaction to the relative decline of the USA.
In contrast, it is up to us to reinforce
international solidarity with the people in
struggle. We should compose a broad and
powerful world front to defend peace, democracy, and self-determination.
We consider that the existence of influential and militant communist parties is a
powerful tool for us to advance to a higher
stage of the struggle: the construction of
socialism.
We are convinced that the 14th Congress
will be instrumental in further strengthening
the Communist Party of Australia.
Long live the 14th Congress of the Communist Party of Australia!
Long live socialism!
Luciana Santos
National President

The Central Committee of the New Communist Party of Yugoslavia is delighted to
extend greetings and the warmest congratulations to the fraternal CP of Australia Central Committee on the occasion of the 14th
National Congress of CP of Australia “Build
the Party for a Socialist Future”.
The 14th National Congress of CP of
Australia takes place at a time when the
situations in the world and regions unfold
in a very complex and unpredictable way,
the COVID-19 pandemic continues to have
a profound impact on all aspects of political, economic, and social life of countries
across the world.
The only solution of severe economic,
political, environmental, and human issues
being closely connected with the capitalism
itself as well as with its crises, is the revolutionary transition towards socialism.
We believe that the congress will be
held in a positive atmosphere to become a
real venue for open and fruitful discussions.
We congratulate the Central Committee,
all the delegates and party members of the CP
of Australia on your 14th National Congress.
We believe that comradeship and fraternal
relations between the CP of Australia and
the New Communist Party of Yugoslavia
will grow stronger.
We wish you big creative successes, new
fiery ideas and solidarity with all like-minded
people in the world.
Long live working class internationalism!
In solidarity,
New Communist Party of Yugoslavia,
NKPJ
Central committee

The Communist Party of Sweden sends
comradely greetings to the members of the
Communist Party of Australia on the occasion of your 14th Congress.
It is the mission of the vanguard party to
lead the oppressed class against the hegemony
and propaganda of the bourgeoisie. In the
face of increasing aggression between the
EU-NATO block and Russia, geopolitical
tension in the South Pacific, a surge in unemployment, and an approaching economic
and environmental collapse, this mission
is more important than ever.
It is up to the communists to lead the
working peoples towards the future they
deserve.
We wish you a productive and successful
14th Congress.
Long live socialism-communism!
Long live proletarian internationalism!
With comradely regards,
The International Section
Communist Party of Sweden

Guardian

14th March, 2022

9

REETINGS FOR
RESS OF THE CPA

COMMUNISTS
OF CATALONIA

PARTY OF LABOUR
OF AUSTRIA (PDA)

WORKERS’ PARTY
OF IRELAND

COMMUNIST PARTY
OF INDIA

Warm greetings from Communists of
Catalonia to the leadership and all the delegates to the 14th National Congress of the
Communist Party of Australia. We are far
away, but international solidarity makes us
closer. We hope, and we are sure, that the
discussions in your congress will strengthen
the party and its position within the working
class in Australia.
You have your congress in a crucial
moment for the working class around the
world. The struggle against the pandemic
made clear that it’s absolutely necessary
to have universal healthcare controlled by
the workers. We have excellent examples in
Vietnam, China, or Cuba. It has been demonstrated that against the chaos and the law
of the jungle, socialist values are key in order
to protect life and constrain the pandemic.
In this way, we think that the slogan of
your congress “Build the Party for a socialist
future” fits perfectly our times. The necessity of socialist future is nowadays more
clear than ever. Capitalism is a threat to all
humankind. It not only perpetuates a system
based on the exploitation of man by man, is
a threat to the climate and the entire life of
the planet, and also is a system that drives
us hopelessly towards imperialist wars.
In Europe, we face a serious threat of an
imperialist war in Ukraine, with the neverending expansion of NATO and the military
ambitions of the US. Unfortunately, we are
seeing the European governments following
this warmongering rhetoric, even against its
own interests. Behaving like a truly puppet
governments of US imperialism.
We see a similar situation in your case.
The AUKUS alliance is a serious threat to
peace in the Pacific region, and a clear attempt
to intimidate China. And Australia and the
UK are blindly following this war agenda.
The whole world needs a strong peace
movement in Australia that could put an
end to this aggressive alliance. We are sure
that the Communist Party of Australia will
be at the forefront of this struggle.
Finally, we want to express again our
greetings to your congress, we wish to read
the conclusions of it, and also we wish to keep
on strengthening the relationship between
our sister organisations.
Long live proletarian internationalism!
Long live the Communist Party of Australia and its 14th National Congress!
International Relations Secretariat
Communists of Catalonia

The Central Committee of the Party of
Labour of Austria sends warm and fraternal
greetings to all members and militants and
to all delegates of the 14th Congress of the
Communist Party of Australia. The slogan of
your congress “Build the Party for the Socialist Future” points out the role and the task
of the communist parties to overthrow the
capitalist system and to lead the struggle of
the working class and the popular strata for
socialism-communism.
Since our last congress, the fourth congress
of the Party of Labour of Austria, the PdA was
able to make great eﬀorts in the reorganisation
of the work of the Party. We relaunched our
Party newspaper, named Zeitung der Arbeit,
as a daily online newspaper which also appears
in print at a quarterly rate. We were able to
strengthen our ties in the working class and
the popular strata. We organised new militants and founded a youth section of the party.
The working class and the popular strata
in Austria and in Australia is confronted with
the crisis of capitalism. The PdA analyses that
we are confronted with four diﬀerent crises.
The first is the economic crisis that is a result
of the capitalist economy and the overaccumulation of capital. The second crisis is
the health crisis even in the most developed
capitalist states which is the consequence of
the privatisation of the health care system and
subordination of health care under the profits
of the monopolies. The exploitation of nature
and natural resources by the monopolies has
fatal consequences for the peoples and the
working class all over the world. The result
is the environmental/ecological crisis. The
permanent corruption in the capitalist system
and at least the diﬀerence between the experts
and bourgeoisie politicians in the management
of the pandemic led to a crisis of the political
superstructure. In this situation we see the
rise of new political forces in some countries
but in fact these political forces can replace old
bourgeois political forces that are discredited
in the masses. All these diﬀerent crises are a
result of the capitalist system and the only real
solution in the interest of the working class
and the popular strata is socialism.
The crises of capitalism sharpened the
antagonism and the confrontation between the
diﬀerent factions in the capital, the imperialists,
and their alliances. The PdA wishes the 14th
congress of the Communist Party of Australia
great success. We are sure that delegates to
your congress draw the right conclusions
and decisions for the work of the Party in the
future. The Party of Labour is convinced that
the CPA will succeed in strengthening its ties
with the working class and the popular strata
and in raising its prestige both nationally and
internationally.
Long live the Communist Party of
Australia!
Long live Proletarian Internationalism!
Long live Marxism-Leninism!

Comrades, we write in respect of your
upcoming 14th National Congress and would
be obliged if you would convey the sincere
greetings of the Workers’ Party of Ireland
to your members.
We do not purport to be familiar with
the political situation in Australia but the
eﬀects of the capitalist world system are
likely similar in the broad strokes, if not in
the particular detail.
Consequently, we note the similarity of
the issues regarding trade union rights, the
environment, the lingering eﬀects of the
financial crisis, and of course, international
peace as exemplified by the AUKUS issue,
the inklings of which have reached even our
far shores.
Comrades, we wish you well in your
struggles to come and are heartened to hear
that the Party has experienced growth in
recent years. We hope that your progress
will continue and that the banner of socialism shall continue to be flown in defiance
of the century long eﬀort by the ruling class
to eradicate working class opposition to the
capitalist system.
Fraternally yours,
James O’Brien
International Secretary – The Workers’
Party of Ireland

The National Council of the Communist
Party of India wishes to extend its warm
fraternal greetings to the leadership and
delegates participating in the 14th National
Congress of the Communist Party of Australia under the slogan “Build the Party for
a Socialist Future.”
The 14th Congress of the CPA is also
taking place, when the aggressive role of
finance capital and the policy of threats,
sanctions and intimidation by the US, EU
and NATO are continuing. NATO’s move
towards the East has resulted in war like
situation in Europe involving Ukraine and
Russia. The policy of encircling Russia is
endangering the Peace and stability in Europe
and world at large. The new alignment of
Gulf and Arab rulers with racist Israel is also
threatening the already volatile situation in
the Middle-East and endangering the life of
the Palestine people, stability of that area
as well as jeopardising the life of common
people the world over.
We are happy to take note that the CPA
made significant growth since the 13th
Congress. We are sure that the present Congress will discuss seriously issues related to
the rights of the Aboriginal people and the
working people of Australia. We believe that
the political outcome of the 14th National
Congress will further strengthen the struggling people of Australia in their struggle for
peace, democracy and radical transformation
of the Australian society.
We believe that the 14th National Congress will discuss along with other national
issues the issues of AUKUS and QUAD which
are going to endanger the peace and stability
in Asia-Pacific region and will mobilise the
Australian people against such imperialist
moves.
We wish all success to the 14th National
Congress of the Communist Party of Australia.
With warm fraternal greetings,
Comradely Yours,
Pallab Sengupta
Secretary, National Council
Head of the International Department
Communist Party of India
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OP-ED: WHY DO WESTERN
COUNTRIES LIKE AUSTRALIA
SUPPORT FASCISM?
J Nielsen
A major question that needs to be
addressed in Western countries like
Australia is why they support fascism
in Ukraine. Before we can answer this
question, there is an even more basic
question: how prevalent is fascism in
Ukraine? Not a few in the West – even
among the broader “Left” – are keen
to dismiss such realities, or at least
suggest that it applies to merely a few
marginal groups.
Let us consider the actual situation.
As Elena Karaeva – in a recent article in
RIA Novosti – observes: fascism was “the
main tool and the main method for building Ukrainian statehood.” Yes, right from
the beginning, in 1989, fascism was at the
roots of Ukrainian state-building. There was
a strong push to identify Ukraine as an ethnically pure “Ukrainian” country, excluding
Russians, who make up a significant portion
of the population. For a while, there was an
uneasy truce, but it did not last.
The racial hatred in Ukraine has been
directed for decades at Russians, who live
mostly in the eastern parts of Ukraine.
Russian Ukrainians have been consistently
denied opportunities in higher education and
barred from jobs in government agencies.
The continued eﬀorts to ban the Russian
language finally achieved fruition in 2014,
and the vigilante fascist groups stepped up
their eﬀorts to harass and beat up anyone
who spoke Russian. The Ukrainian state has,
Karaeva points out, consistently refused “to
pay pensions and benefits to several million
people: the elderly, women, children.” All of
them are Russian.
What did Western European countries
do during the long decades since 1989? They
played down the developments. “Ukraine
is diﬀerent,” they said, it is still building a
state. Even though some Western European
countries such as Germany ban fascism in
their own territory, these are simply words.
They tacitly, and often openly, encouraged
its flowering in Ukraine, as well as in states
that made up the former Yugoslavia.
After the coup in 2014, the fascist forces
in Ukraine came brazenly into the open.
Operatives such as the Azov Battalion and
the Right Sector – among others – were at
the forefront of the coup. Their units were
incorporated into the Ukrainian military.
Even more, every Ukrainian military division has a core of 25-30 fascists, dominating
in the oﬃcer ranks. Ukraine’s top military
training institution, the Hetman Petro
Sahaidachny National Army Academy, is
home to yet another fascist group known as
Centuria. The US administration provides
vital support to the training institution. The
examples go on and on: fascism is part of
every state structure.
These are all inheritors of the Organisation of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN), led by
Stepan Bandera, who is revered in Ukraine.
Bandera’s outfit openly worked with the Nazis
in the 1940s. An annual torchlight procession celebrating Bandera’s birthday has been
held in Ukraine since the 1990s. Monuments
have been erected to his memory.
In 2015, the coup regime in Kiev passed
a law, “On the legal status and honouring of
the memory of the fighters for the independence of Ukraine in the Twentieth century.”
Both the OUN and the Ukrainian Insurgent
Army (UPA) and their leaders were elevated
to the rank of national heroes. Even more, the
regime in Kiev provided significant funds –
from international sources – to the present
fascist organisations, under the pretext of the
patriotic education of young people.
At the same time, fascist units focused
their attention on the eastern republics of
Donetsk and Luhansk, which had declared
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independence in light of what they had
experienced and what knew would happen.
The fascist groups designated Russians as
“Untermenschen,” – the Nazi German racial
term meaning “sub-human” – and set out
to eradicate Russians from Ukraine. These
days it is called “ethnic cleansing.” For eight
long years, as Karaeva observes, “people
lived under rocket attacks and in the sights
of sniper rifles, in improvised bomb shelters
and basements.” They lived without regular
water supply and gas for heating. And they
longed for a time when they could “cook
dinner normally on a gas stove, and then eat
it in the family kitchen, without fear of shelling and without the need to hide with small
children in basements when the siren wails.”
Are these developments restricted to
Ukraine? Here, we may refer to a recent
article in the US magazine Politico “Is Biden
Ignoring a Key Tool to Combat Violent
Extremists?”. The article points out that
the Azov Battalion has close connections
with many international fascist organisations, such as the US’s Rise Above Movement, the Nordic Resistance Movement,
and the extremists in Croatia who uphold
the Independent State of Croatia and the
openly fascist Utashe organisation from the
time of the Second World War. Thousands
upon thousands of young men from about
fifty countries – especially Croatia – have
gone to the Ukraine to train and fight with
the Azov Battalion, among others, only to
return to their countries of origin.
As for Australia, let me quote from the
same Politico article the following, which
concerns the 2019 mosque massacres in
Christchurch, New Zealand, carried out by
the Australian Brenton Tarrant:
“Tarrant, who killed fifty-one people in
two mosques, has been linked to the Azov
Battalion [...]. The flak jacket Tarrant wore
during the assault included a symbol used
by the Azov Battalion and other global
Neo-Nazis; his manifesto, which was published online and has been cited by white
supremacists worldwide, claims that he
visited Ukraine. Tarrant also says he was in

touch with Breivik, the Norwegian far-right
extremist who killed seventy-seven people
in 2011, before the massacre. His online
manifesto cited both Breivik and Roof, the
American white supremacist who in 2015
gunned down nine Black worshipers in a
South Carolina church. And the gun Tarrant
used for his rampage allegedly was labelled
with the white-supremacist names and
memes from around the world.”
Almost eighty years after the defeat of
fascism by the Soviet Red Army, fascism has
come out of hiding and is showing its face.
Its swastika may, as Elena Karaeva observes,
have some “cosmetic concealer and highquality powder,” but it is the same swastika.
To return to the initial question: why do
Western countries such as Australia support
fascism in places like the Ukraine?
A minimal answer would focus on tacit
support or inaction, coupled with a focus
elsewhere. This is the angle of the Politico
article mentioned earlier. It puzzles over
why the US does not designate such groups
as “Foreign Terrorist Organisations.”
A more substantial answer would be
that many Western countries find fascism
a useful tool from time to time. Much like
the US’s fostering of Islamic terrorism in
Central and Western Asia, the significant
financial and logistical support for fascist
groups takes place when they can be useful
instruments in opposing a foreign power.
The most telling example is how the British
in the 1930s encouraged Hitler to attack the
Soviet Union and then delayed the opening
of the Western front as long as possible so
that the Wehrmacht would wear down the
Red Army. So also today with the US – and
now EU countries – with regard to fascist
organisations in Ukraine as a way to damage
Russia – and its friends such as Serbia.
Or is there an even more substantial
reason? Think of the way many German
Nazis joined the US and UK administrations
in western Germany after the Second World
War, or how Japanese imperialists in the
southern half of the Korean peninsula seamlessly joined the US military organisation

when it arrived in Korea. At the time of writing, countries across Western Europe are
openly facilitating and funding “volunteers”
from fascist organisations to go and fight
in Ukraine. There is an inherent fascism in
the Western liberal form of the state itself.
A final question: how do we assess the
Russian eﬀorts to denazify Ukraine? Putin
is hardly a friend of communism, and he
has recently tried to put the blame on Lenin,
Stalin, and the Soviet Union’s minority
nationalities policy for creating the modern
state of Ukraine. As a comrade pointed out
to me, Putin also delayed recognising the
Donbass republics since they are strongly
communist and would undermine his vote
in elections. But the situation has changed,
so much so that the Communist Party of
the Russian Federation (CPRF) has urged a
united front to combat fascism in the Ukraine:
“The CPRF proceeds from the need to
dismantle the results of many years of eﬀorts
to Banderise Ukraine. Real policy on its
territory is in many ways dictated by rabid
nationalists. They terrorise Ukrainian people
and foist on the authorities an aggressive
political course [...]. In the situation when
the Russian Federation has taken a stand in
defence of the people of Donbass, it is necessary to render every possible assistance
to refugees and the civilian population of
the Donetsk People’s Republic (DPR) and
Luhansk People’s Republic (LPR). We call
on our society to render them all the necessary succour and support.”
Coercing Kiev provocateurs into peace
and restraining NATO aggressiveness has
become the bidding of the time. Only demilitarisation and denazification of Ukraine can
ensure lasting security for the peoples of
Russia, Ukraine and the whole of Europe.
We consider it important to make wide use
of the methods of people diplomacy and
humanitarian cooperation in protecting peace
and preventing the resurgence of fascism.
Once again, it seems to be the time for
an anti-fascist united front. 
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US ECONOMY IS
REAPING BENEFITS FROM
THE UKRAINE CRISIS
The US-led Western block announced
a series of sanctions against Russia on
Sunday, shaking stocks, currencies and
futures across global markets.
Brent crude futures rose to US$98.11
a barrel in London on Monday, up 4.4 per
cent. The price of gold exceeded US$1,900 an
ounce while the euro and pound fell 1.25 per
cent and 0.6 per cent, respectively, against
the US dollar. The oﬀshore Chinese yuan fell
145 basis points against the dollar and the
Russian currency plunged from eighty-three
rubles on the 25th of February to 117 rubles
per dollar three days later.
The risk aversion of capital markets
increased sharply with capital clearly flowing
to the US. Foreign financial analysts noted
that on the currency front, the US dollar is
now the “King” which can provide liquidity
and hedge risks at the same time.
The beneficiary of all the current turmoil
in global markets is the US while the RussiaUkraine conflict looks to be exactly aligned
with US’ interest.
First, the crisis has greatly increased US’

natural gas exports to the Europe which used
to purchase more than forty per cent of its
gas from Russia. In 2021, Russia’s natural gas
exports to the EU amounted to 192.6 billion
cubic meters, accounting for eighty-one per
cent of its total exports. The gas was mainly
delivered by pipeline through Ukraine and
the Nord Stream 1, which have both been cut
oﬀ after the conflict broke out. Additionally,
the Nord Stream 2 deal is now dead.
Adding to the SWIFT sanction against
certain Russian banks, gas exports to Europe
will shrink sharply and the US, which has
recorded a surge in gas production in recent
years, is ready to fill the gap.
Second, the crisis will strengthen the US
dollar and attract global capital flows. All
the geopolitical crisis the US has created or
actively instigated over the past two decades,
without exception, have strengthened its
currency. In the wake of the Russia-Ukraine
conflict, the value of the dollar will be boosted
making the US a financial sanctuary since
Europe is no longer safe.
Third, the crisis has disrupted bilateral

trade between Russia and the EU, Russia’s
largest trading partner. As EU members join
to sanction Russia and some Russian banks
are excluded from the SWIFT system, bilateral trade will shrink significantly which is
exactly what the US needs.
Moreover, the crisis could also hugely
benefit the American military-industrial
complex. As the conflict continues, the US,
Germany and other NATO countries are
providing weapons to Ukraine. And more
importantly, it has created great anxiety
among European countries about the continent’s security, subsequently increasing
their dependence on NATO, and ultimately
on the US.
To better understand the impact of these
measures one must take a look at the history
and background of the situation in Ukraine.
After pledging not to expand “one inch” eastward when the Soviet Union disintegrated
in 1991, NATO has, however, moved eastward on repeated occasions. Almost all the
European countries to the west of Russia,
with the exception of Belarus and Ukraine,

are already NATO members. Instead of a
defensive organisation, NATO is in fact a
huge oﬀensive bloc.
Why, regardless of Russia’s request, is
the US still refusing to make concessions and
promise not to include Ukraine in NATO?
The truth is that the US needs this
crisis, although these economic factors do
not entirely explain why the US needs the
conflict. More importantly, the crisis is in
line with the US’ geopolitical interests and
its hegemonic position. Understanding the
economic drivers behind the situation will
help us to have a clear picture about the
nature of the crisis.
Currently, the Russian and Ukrainian
sides have started negotiations and it is
hoped that a balanced peace agreement,
that takes into account the security interests of all parties, can be reached soon. All
countries should make eﬀorts to promote
world peace. 

BRITISH GOVERNMENT FAILED TO PROVIDE
QUICK AND EFFECTIVE SUPPORT FOR AFGHANS
AS TALIBAN TOOK OVER, REPORT FINDS
Ceren Sagir
The government failed to provide quick and eﬀective support for aid workers and the
Afghan people during the Taliban’s takeover of country – and
is set to repeat these failings
in Ukraine, a damning new
report has said.
The report by the international
development committee, which has
left MPs feeling “ashamed,” raised
concerns about the pace at which
Britain disbursed the pledged aid
to Afghanistan and warned that
parallels are already emerging in the
government’s response to Ukraine.
British and allied forces left
Afghanistan in August, after which
followed a rapid Taliban takeover of
the country and an unprecedented
humanitarian crisis.
The government has taken
an “inflexible and begrudging
approach to an acute humanitarian situation,” first in Afghanistan
and now Ukraine, by “only making

limited concessions to pre-existing
UK immigration routes,” the committee’s report found.
It said that while the government pledged significant sums of
aid, its release has been “excruciatingly slow,” while schemes have
not adequately supported those
seeking safe passage into Britain.
Some Afghans who worked on
projects funded by the government
say their lives are at risk from the
Taliban authorities, the report
warned.
It said that the government
failed to provide “suﬃcient clarity”
on what routes are available and
dragged its feet in setting up new
routes or variations to existing ones.
“The UK government has a
moral duty towards aid workers who helped to deliver UK
aid projects in Afghanistan,” the
report said.
“This moral duty also extends to
the people of Afghanistan, impacted
over decades by the UK’s military
and political interventions.”
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Committee chairwoman Sarah
Champion said it was “ashamed
that the government did not give
the support needed during the UK’s
withdrawal, or now, during the
complex task of delivering an aid
programme under Taliban rule.”
“More than 23 million people
– over half the population of
Afghanistan – are facing starvation,” she said.
“The government must provide
the support and the clarity that
people working in the aid sector in
Afghanistan have told us they need.”
The Labour MP questioned
whether the government would
act swiftly enough for Ukrainians,
saying: “As in Afghanistan, there
has been a lack of clarity – and
agonising slowness of pace – in
explaining what UK immigration
routes are available.
“The UK government should be
significantly more agile in establishing or adapting existing UK
immigration routes in response to
acute humanitarian crises.
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“The safety of countless people
and their families depends on it.”
The committee’s assessment
was welcomed by human rights
and anti-racism groups.
Amnesty International UK’s
refugee and migrant rights director Steve Valdez-Symonds said
that the government “prepared and
acted far too late,” leaving many
evacuated Afghans still facing “dire
consequences.”
“Ministers’ response to the
Ukraine crisis has similarly been
ill-prepared, begrudging and confused,” he told the Star.
“Underlying all of this is a
dreadful attitude at the heart of the
government towards this country’s
shared international responsibilities – particularly to guaranteeing
asylum to refugees fleeing war and
persecution.”
He warned that if the government’s attitude – which the Nationality and Borders Bill intends to
entrench – does not change, “the
UK’s media-led, knee-jerk response

to future crises will likely continue
to harm.”
Stand Up to Racism co-convener Sabby Dhalu said that Britain had
failed in its duty to provide a safe
haven for Afghan refugees.
She told the Star: “Even now,
Afghan refugees are struggling to
get work because the government
has not provided them with updated
visas and failed to grant an amnesty
for all Afghan refugees.
“The same mistakes cannot be
repeated during the Ukraine war.”
The Foreign Oﬃce said: “The
UK is taking a leading role in the
humanitarian response in Afghanistan and Ukraine, and will continue
to do so.
“In Afghanistan, we have distributed £261 million in aid this
financial year through partners who
are providing lifesaving support to
more than six million people.
“We have already announced
£220m in aid for Ukraine.”
Morning Star 
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PUERTO RICAN UNION WORKERS
STRIKE AGAINST AUSTERITY,
POINT TO US RESPONSIBILITY
WT Whitney Jr
In Puerto Rico, on the 18th of February, thousands of publicly-employed
union workers, retired workers, and
university students took part in a
national strike and march that spread
throughout the island. The largest contingent filled streets in San Juan. Demonstrators made noise and marched
behind a long banner saying, “People
before Debt – Salary Justice – Dignified Retirement – Collective Bargaining – No Privatisation.”
Their demands grew out of actions of
the US government’s Fiscal Oversight and
Management Board (FOMB), which was created under the authority of the US Congress’s
Puerto Rico Oversight, Management, and
Economic Stability Act (PROMESA) […] of
2016. The island’s government was bankrupt
at the time, and the FOMB was charged with
negotiating with creditors and implementing
austerity in Puerto Rico.
Labour unions participating in this most
recent national strike included the Puerto
Rican Workers’ Union, the Central Workers’
Federation, the United Auto Workers (for
Treasury Department workers), the Electrical Workers’ Union, several teachers’ unions,
the University Professors’ Union, and health
workers’ unions. Unionised employees of
the Highways and Transportation Authority
also took part.
Students and teachers have sparked the
recent protests. They’ve had no pay raises
for twelve years. School closures have skyrocketed as the FOMB has denied funding
to public schools while approving them for
charter schools. Says one observer: “They
are paying investors who are gaining profits
from the country’s bankruptcy, and that is
immoral.”
The FOMB recently approved publicemployee salary hikes. But they were minimal
and would only take eﬀect in 2023. Beginning on the 4th of February, seventy per
cent of teachers stayed away from classes for
six days, as thousands were demonstrating
in San Juan and elsewhere on the island.
Firefighters and police joined them. Those
protests ended with Gov. Pedro Pierluisi
promising the teachers an extra $1,000 per
month, and firefighters a $500 raise. Funding sources are uncertain.
Puerto Ricans are in distress; fifty-two
per cent of them live below the poverty line,
as do almost sixty per cent of their children.
Electricity and water bills are almost sixty
per cent higher than they are in the United
States; food costs are eighteen per cent higher.
The median family income is $20,500. The
salary base for teachers – most are women
– is $21,000 annually.
Privatisation of the island’s electrical distribution system is emblematic of the FOMB’s
brand of austerity. Since June 2021, Luma
company has been in charge. It’s a subsidiary
of the ATCO and Quanta Corporations, that
together provide electrical services in more
than 100 countries. Luma’s record is one of
frequent blackouts and scant attention paid

Puerto Ricans are in distress; fifty-two per cent of them live below the poverty line, as do almost sixty per cent of their children.
(Photo: Eric Pancer – CC BY-SA 3.0)

to damage left-over from Hurricane Maria
in 2016 and earthquakes in 2020.
The workings of PROMESA and the
FOMB had aroused Puerto Ricans to the
point in July 2019 of forcing Gov. Ricardo
Rosselló’s resignation, a process made
easier through the corruption of some of
his appointees. In recent weeks, protesting
unionists called upon current Gov. Pedro
Pierluisi to resign.
But the island’s government may lack
tools for putting the people’s will into eﬀect.
Law professor and author José Nicolás
Medina Fuentes, for example, regards the
current prohibition on political parties forming electoral coalitions as undemocratic.
He wants an “alternative to elites holding
on to power through a two-party system
that bypasses governance by a majority of
the people.”
Medina Fuentes points out that in the
elections of 2012, the Popular Democratic
Party (supporting commonwealth status)
and the New Progressive Party (supporting
statehood) together gained ninety-six per
cent of the vote, leaving only four per cent for
the Puerto Rican Independence Party (PIP)
and the Working People’s Party.
In 2020, the two major parties accounted
for 64.5 per cent of the vote, and the “emerging parties” now attracted 35.5 per cent of
the vote. These included the Citizens Victory
Movement with 14.3 per cent, the PIP with
13.7 per cent, and Project Dignity with 6.9
per cent. Eﬀectively, he says, 67 per cent of
Puerto Ricans “do not govern.” He calls for
either of the two major parties to be able to
form coalitions with minor parties. A coalition

with the PIP, for example, would give visibility to the independence vote.
A major sign of popular rejection of both
government and major political parties is
Puerto Rico’s increasingly high rate of voter
abstention, really of electoral boycott. Voter
turn-out for the general elections in 2020
was 50.02 per cent.
Nevertheless, the island’s government
by no means bears the main responsibility
for diﬃculties confronting Puerto Ricans
in the wake of PROMESA. The underlying,
but not always explicit, theme of the recent
protests is a call for the island’s association
with the United States to be radically altered.
Reporter Monica Cruz cites Jocelyn
Velazquez Rodriguez, who is an organiser
of the ongoing campaign of demonstrations
and strikes. Cruz refers to that campaign
as “Jornada Se Acabaron Las Promesas,”
which means “On this day we are done with
promises!”
Velazquez Rodriguez emphasises “the
impact PROMESA has had on the political
consciousness of the Puerto Rican people …
[The] PROMESA [law] has been a mechanism that has revealed the true face of US
imperialism. It is a law created for a colony,
to serve of the imperial interests of the United
States. [And for] many Puerto Ricans there
has never been a contract, nor an agreement,
nor a convention on this.”
She sees “the popular demonstrations […]
[as] a sample of an awakening of a people
that are tired of imperialism, the colonialism, the persecution and the suﬀering that
it has caused us for so many years.”
The existence of colonial rule is not
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imaginary. The US Army invaded and
occupied Puerto Rico in 1898. An “Organic
Charter” two years later put the US Congress
in charge of the island. In 1950, Congress
declared Puerto Rico to be a “Free Associated State,” authorised a constitution, and
subjected the resulting document to US
laws and regulations. Also, there would be
no protection from bankruptcy.
The US Internal Revenue Service ruled in
1976 that US companies operating in Puerto
Rico would not pay taxes on income or capital gains. US investors would pay no taxes
on dividends paid by those companies. Nor
were taxes due on US investments deposited
in Puerto Rican banks.
Previously, exploiters had counted on
low-wage textile jobs and agricultural work
for their profits. US chemical and electronic
manufacturers rushed to a Puerto Rico converted into a tax-free haven. A tax attorney
quoted by The New York Times referred to
the IRS tax leniency as “nothing but a welfare
program for the Fortune 500.”
Meanwhile, Puerto Rico’s government
had to rely on “multi-million” dollar loans
to compensate for reduced tax collections.
After 1990, US authorities gradually restored
taxation, and the manufacturers departed.
To cover expenses, Puerto Rico’s government
issued bonds held by US banks, hedge funds,
and corporations. Indebtedness mounted.
Bankruptcy required rescue, of sorts – and
thus came the PROMESA law of 2016.
People’s World 
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