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CLIMATE CHANGE:
CAPITALISM KILLING
THE EARTH

Anna Pha
“The cumulative scientific evidence
is unequivocal: Climate change is a
threat to human well-being and planetary health. Any further delay in concerted anticipatory global action on
adaptation and mitigation will miss
a brief and rapidly closing window of
opportunity to secure a liveable and
sustainable future for all.”
This wake-up call was given by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC) when releasing part two of its sixth
report on climate change.
“Nearly half of humanity is living in the
danger zone now,” UN Secretary-General
António Guterres told those at the launch
of report on 28th February.
The report noted that the vulnerability of
people and ecosystems diﬀers substantially
between and within regions. It is “driven
by patterns of intersecting socioeconomic
development, unsustainable ocean and land
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use, inequity, marginalisation, historical and
ongoing patterns of inequity such as colonialism, and governance.” It is mostly the
poorer nations that are hardest hit.
“Increased heatwaves, droughts and
floods are already exceeding plants’ and
animals’ tolerance thresholds, driving mass
mortalities in species such as trees and corals.
“These weather extremes are occurring
simultaneously, causing cascading impacts
that are increasingly diﬃcult to manage. They
have exposed millions of people to acute food
and water insecurity, especially in Africa,
Asia, Central and South America, on Small
Islands and in the Arctic,” the IPCC said.
“Present development challenges causing high vulnerability are influenced by
historical and ongoing patterns of inequity
such as colonialism, especially for many
Indigenous Peoples and local communities,”
the report says.
The peoples and their lands in Africa,
Asia, Central and South America, on the
Small Islands, and in the Arctic are not only
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the most vulnerable to the impacts of climate
change but have the least capacity to take the
urgent and necessary measures for survival
Historically they have played a relatively
minor role in fuelling climate change. Indigenous peoples have lived sustainably and
managed the land for thousands of years.

REGIONAL
VULNERABILITY
Small islands are already experiencing
loss of land, marine and coastal biodiversity;
and ecosystems impacting on food and water
security and livelihood from fisheries, agriculture, and tourism. There is the risk of loss
of life and displacement of people as islands
are submerged or become uninhabitable.
In Central and South America water and
food security is threatened due to frequent/
extreme droughts. Severe health eﬀects due
to increasing epidemics, in particular vectorborne diseases (eg Dengue) can be expected.
Climate change poses a risk to life and
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infrastructure from floods, landslides, sealevel rise, storm surges, and coastal erosion.
For Asia, urban infrastructure damage
and the impacts on human well-being and
health are at risk from flooding, especially in
coastal cities and settlements. Biodiversity
loss and habitat shifts, as well as associated
disruptions in dependent human systems
across freshwater, land, and ocean ecosystems, are already occurring. Ocean warming
and acidification, sea level rise, marine heat
waves and resource extraction will induce
extensive coral bleaching and subsequent
coral mortality. Coastal fishery resources
will decline due to sea level rise, decrease
in precipitation in some parts, and increase
in temperature.
Climate change also poses a risk to
food and water security due to increased
temperature extremes, rainfall variability,
and drought.
Continued on page 2
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“GUARDIAN”
CELEBRATES
2000 ISSUES
This week, The Guardian – The Workers’
Weekly celebrates its 2000th issue. This 2000th
issue comes after fifty years of being in print and
under the earlier titles of SPA and The Socialist.
The production of our Party paper is a collective effort and not the result of any one
individual. Most of our contributors – many of
whom are Party members – volunteer their time
and eﬀorts to produce the Party paper, whether
that be by writing for it or assisting in its distribution. This work is done out of a sense of duty
and commitment to our Party’s revolutionary
program and to provide readers from across
the political spectrum with our analysis of affairs happening at home and abroad. Without
the numerous comrades throughout the decades
who have contributed, it would be impossible to
produce such a high-quality publication or even
one at all.
Speaking on the analysis we have provided
over the last five decades, it is important to note
that it is only because of our commitment to
Marxism-Leninism and, more broadly, scientific socialism that we have been able to provide
coverage that has consistently and accurately
highlighted (and even predicted) many of the
problems in our world. Without such an allcompassing ideology that so thoroughly outlines
the many intersections of workers’ struggles, we
would not be able to bring our readers such a
reliable alternative to what is presented by the
ruling class.
Providing this alternative independent source
of media for the Australian public is an incredibly
important task for our Party. It is the only place
readers will find so openly revealed the source
and nature of the antagonisms the working class
face from the state and corporations that rule
our nation. It is the only place where the Party
can properly deliver its message and its solutions
to solve these problems to the public.
However, the Party can only continue doing
this if it is properly supported and has the resources to function. Subscriptions and donations
help tremendously in covering our bills and paying our staﬀ. It is important that this support
continues.
On emphasising the importance of Party literature, V I Lenin noted that:
“Literature must become part of the common
cause of the proletariat, ‘a cog and a screw’ of
one single great Social-Democratic [communist]
mechanism set in motion by the entire politicallyconscious vanguard of the entire working class.
Literature must become a component of organised, planned and integrated Social-Democratic
Party work.”
It is clear from the above that Lenin understood that the work of the Party press was an
incredibly important tool in Party work, a necessary tool to win the working class, a tool that
helps advance the Party program.
The Guardian – The Workers’ Weekly has a lot
to be proud of in its fifty years and 2000 issues.
Thank you to all of those who have supported us
throughout the years, your contributions – whatever they may be – have helped us tremendously.

CLIMATE CHANGE:
CAPITALISM KILLING
THE EARTH
Continued from page 1

Climate change poses serious risks to Africa. These
include risk to food security; risk of malnutrition; and
loss of livelihood due to reduced food production from
crops, livestock, and fisheries; and a rise in human
mortality and morbidity caused by increased heat
and infectious diseases (including vector-borne and
diarrhoeal diseases).
Water and energy security are also threatened due
to drought and heat. There is the risk of species extinction and reduction or irreversible loss of freshwater,
land and ocean ecosystems with consequential reduction in economic output and growth, and increased
inequality and poverty rates.
Many of these identified risks are already occurring.
The extent to which these most vulnerable regions are
impacted and whether their peoples survive depends
on the action taken this decade by the industrialised
countries that are most responsible for climate change.
As the report points out, the window is rapidly closing.
“Importantly climate resilient development prospects are increasingly limited if current greenhouse
gas emissions do not rapidly decline, especially if
1.5°C global warming is exceeded in the near-term
[…]. These prospects are constrained by past development, emissions and climate change, and enabled
by inclusive governance, adequate and appropriate
human and technological resources, information,
capacities and finance.”

RESPONSIBILITY
It is thirty years since the Rio Earth Summit which
adopted the UN Framework Convention on Climate
Change (UNFCC). The UNFCC recognised “common
but diﬀerentiated responsibilities and respective
capabilities” of its signatories. These diﬀerentiated
responsibilities are based on the diﬀerence in social
and economic conditions between developed countries
and developing and least developed ones. It took into
consideration the level of development, circumstances,
and capacity of parties to the UNFCC.
The developed countries have a responsibility to
assist developing and least developed parties by funding insurance and transfer of technology to enable
poorer and less developed ones to meet specific needs
and concerns of arising from the adverse eﬀects of
climate change and to implement response measures.
From the very outset, at the Rio Earth Summit and
every summit since, there has been a fierce struggle
between the rich polluting countries and the developing and least developed countries who feel the brunt of
climate change. It is only recently, since the impacts of
climate change have been felt in the US, the EU, and
Japan, that there has been less hesitancy to set more
realistic targets for emission reductions.
But the rich countries are still holding humanity
back. As the IPCC report noted, based on current
country commitments, global emissions are set to
rise by almost fourteen per cent over the next decade,
whereas the science tells us they must fall by 45 per
cent by 2030. These countries have also failed to
honour their obligations to provide the all-important
assistance with mitigation and adaptation measures,
including finance and the transfer of technology.

AUSTRALIA
Australia is a rich industrialised country, which
through its export of fossil fuels has a large carbon
footprint.
The Australian government cannot even honour
its obligations when it comes to the Australian people.
It has a particular responsibility to phase out fossil
fuel exports and use and assist those aﬀected by the
impact of climate change.
Eight Torres Strait Islanders have lodged a complaint against the Australian government to the UN
Human Rights Committee. They claim that their rights

to culture, family, and life have been violated by the
government’s insuﬃcient greenhouse gas mitigation
targets and plans, and by its failure to fund adequate
coastal defence and resilience measures on the islands.
The islands are highly vulnerable to climate change
impacts, including sea level rising, land erosion, storm
surge, coral bleaching, and ocean acidification. Already
fresh-water holes that were inland are nearer to the
coast as land is swallowed up by the rising ocean and
bones from a once inland burial site are found drifting on the shore.
The Torres Strait Islanders’ legal argument is based
on the catastrophic nature of the predicted future
impacts of climate change on the Islands, including
the total submergence of ancestral homelands.
The Islanders are calling on Canberra to do more
to protect them from climate change, including funding adequate coastal defence measures after full consultation with the island communities, but also by
addressing the root cause of the problem by reducing
Australia’s greenhouse gas emissions.
The government is facing another possible challenge by eight high school children seeking to block
the expansion of a coal mine that would add one
hundred million tonnes of carbon emissions to the
atmosphere. They argue that the federal Environment Minister Sussan Ley has a duty of care towards
them. In May 2021, a Federal Court Justice rejected
their attempt to halt the mine’s expansion, but he did
rule that Ms Ley had a duty of reasonable care not
to cause the children personal injury when making
legislative decisions.
Ley appealed and a full bench of the Federal Court
earlier this month overturned the decision. The children are left with the option of taking an appeal to
the High Court.

CHOICE
“This humanitarian crisis is not fundamentally
caused by conflict or lack of food but by a pervasive
socio-economic order that is inherently unjust and
cruel, benefiting those that have, punishing and abusing those that are vulnerable and have not. The natural
environment is sacrificed and exploited for profit,”
Hannah Middleton points out in the pamphlet Fighting for the Future. (available from CPA Bookshop)
“Capitalism is fundamentally incompatible with
the maintenance of a viable ecosystem. The evidence
is clear. There can be no green capitalism. Sustainable
development under capitalism is an impossibility.”
“Capitalism created the looming environmental
catastrophe. It cannot play a role in its solution,”
Middleton noted.
“A planned economy which has eliminated the
private profit motive has the maximum potential for
solving environmental problems.”
“Socialist production is not a slave to capitalist
market economics and its vicious frenetic cycle of
competition, advertising, consumerism and waste.
It aims to satisfy human needs, not over-produce
commodities, many of which have little relevance
to real needs and lead to gross over-use of energy,”
Middleton said.
Cuban President Fidel Castro, speaking at the Rio
Earth Summit in 1992 made the point: “Let human
life become more rational. Let us implement a just
international economic order. Let us use all the science
necessary for pollution-free, sustained development.
Let us pay the ecological debt, and not the foreign debt.
Let hunger disappear, and not mankind.”
Following the 2009 Copenhagen climate change
conference Evo Morales, Bolivian President and first
Indigenous head of state, organised the first World
People’s Congress on Climate Change and the Rights of
Mother Earth, in Cochabamba. At it he summed up the
choice facing humanity: “There are two ways forward:
Either save capitalism or save Mother Earth.” 
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THE NECESSITY OF
INDEPENDENT MEDIA
IN AUSTRALIA
Casey Davidson
Racism, sexism, homophobia, irresponsible anti-science reporting, war mongering, and narrow political discourse
are rife in Australian mainstream media,
with a dominant Murdoch press that continues to report irresponsibly, and report
purely in the interests of the right-wing
US-backed elite. As the Overton window
continues to be shifted to more conservative and discriminatory views, the struggle
for independent media must be fought for
to include the working class and all those
most disadvantaged in Australia.
Thomas Mayor, author and Torres Strait
Islander born on Larrakia country in Darwin,
spoke on ABC’s Q&A last week, where he stressed
how harmful misinformation has been for First
Nations people, particularly in regards to the
removal of children from their families. This was
in response to a question about the recent debacle
over the Joe Rogan podcast sharing disinformation about COVID vaccinations on the Spotify
platform. While the broad left has enthusiastically
boycotted Spotify for hosting the podcast over the
disinformation, the wide array of discriminatory
reporting is nothing new, particularly for people
like Mayor and his community. Additionally,
refugees, sexual assault survivors, LGBT+ people,
people with disabilities, and workers fighting for
better conditions have been largely left at the whim
of propaganda attacks for decades.
Mayor is the author of a range of books,
including his most recent, Dear Son, in which
twelve contributors wrote a letter to their son,
father or nephew, bringing together a range of
perspectives which celebrate First Nations manhood. In comparison, The Australian published
a disrespectful cartoon back in 2016, which
depicted a First Nations father holding a beer,
who could not remember the name of his son
who was being brought back to him by a police
oﬃcer. And while this clear racism has enormous
consequences for First Nations people, including
the disproportionate number of children removed
from their families, The Australian editor at the
time defended the decision to have the cartoon
published.
Often when this kind of reporting is called
out, the criticism is disregarded in defence of
“free speech.” However, the blanket analysis that
all “free speech” must ultimately be protected,
regardless of whether it can have extremely
harmful consequences, is a privileged position.
Of course, free speech should most certain be
protected when calling out Prime Minister Scott

Morrison for his poor response to the devastating bushfires, to climate inaction, or his countless
embarrassing attacks on how other states were
managing the pandemic, and citizens have a right
to refuse a handshake or glance disapprovingly
at him. The consequences for Morrison are that
he must then be held accountable for his poor
leadership, and change policies for the better, or
lose at the next election.
On the other hand, consequences for reporting
in a discriminatory or irresponsible way can have
incredibly devastating eﬀects on communities.
Mayor gave the example of the 2007 Northern
Territory intervention, where the Racial Discrimination Act was suspended on a fabrication
of how First Nations people live and love their
children, leading to more racist policies, including
the removal of children from their communities,
and child incarceration. Refugees in Brisbane had
their homes rocked by fascists after right-wing
British commentator, Milo Yiannopoulos, was
invited to speak, and riled up his neo-Nazi allies.
Other refugees continue to be held in detention
centres in horrific conditions simply for seeking
refuge from war zones. Women and children
continue to be disproportionately assaulted, while
mainstream media unapologetically use victimblaming language.
Additionally, while programs like Q&A appear
to present a more “balanced” panel from the left
and right, the accepted view is that this means
the Labor or Liberal Party, who have a bipartisan
approach on many issues, such as their support
for US imperialism and domination and military
intervention in developing nations. In Australia,
both Labor and Liberal support class collaborative reformist strategies for workers, which ultimately always give the employer the advantage.
In terms of housing, Labor has also dropped its
position to remove negative gearing, even in the
midst of a massive housing crisis brought on by
the pandemic and poor management. There are
millions of people in Australia who are not being
heard or represented in the mainstream media
or politics, which is why independent media and
discerning citizens must be defended – this is
the free speech which should really be protected.
The Guardian – The Workers’ Weekly is an
excellent example of independent media, produced
by working class people in various industries,
which gives a voice to the people. It provides a
perspective to analyse local and international
issues more genuinely than in mainstream media,
an opportunity for more well-rounded political
discourse, and ways to progress towards a more
sustainable and fair society for Australia. Subscribe at cpa.org.au/subscribe. 

SICK PAY GUARANTEE
A STEP IN THE RIGHT DIRECTION
B Curphey
The Victorian government
has recently launched a Sick
Pay Guarantee pilot program
for casual workers. Under the
scheme, casuals and contract
workers in certain industries
will be entitled to up to thirtyeight hours (or five working
days) per year of sick leave.
Payments are made at a flat rate
equivalent to the national minimum
wage (which as of the 1st of July
2021 is $20.33 per hour), without
penalties for weekends or public
holidays. This applies in addition
to the twenty-five per cent casual
loading to which most casual workers are entitled.
Workers can claim sick leave for

themselves or carer’s leave for close
family members. Workers who are
under the age of eighteen can also
access the scheme with the consent
of a parent or guardian. The Sick
Pay Guarantee is currently available
to workers in the following jobs:
• Hospitality workers
• Food trades workers
• Supermarket workers
• Retail and sales assistants
• Aged and disability care
workers
• Cleaners and laundry workers
• Security workers
The United Workers Union
(UWU) who have come out in support of the scheme, said:
The scheme which guarantees
five days’ leave paid at minimum
wage will go a long way to bolstering

the financial security for casual
workers and preventing workplace
transmission of COVID-19 and
other transmissible diseases.
For the full statement see
Guardian #1999: “UWU Welcomes
Vic Govt Sick Pay Guarantee.”
The program is a great step
forward in providing some security
for vulnerable workers. Recent data
from the ABS suggests that twentythree per cent of the Australian
workforce are casual workers. That
number is much higher in some
industries, such as hospitality which
is around eighty per cent casualised.
The scheme does not place an
obligation on employers to pay sick
leave to casuals, rather it operates
as a social security scheme with
the Victorian government making

payments directly to eligible workers. This removes some of the
uncertainty for workers in heavily
casualised industries where wage
theft is already endemic.
The program is also particularly important for combatting
the spread of COVID-19. Casualised industries are most at risk of
spreading the virus, due to workers
being unable to take time oﬀ from
work when they are sick.
However, because workers do
not have to notify their employer
that they are accessing the scheme,
it is unclear whether there is an
obligation on employers to allow
workers to take sick leave. To
that end, the scheme could be
strengthened by providing for
penalties against employers who

unreasonably refuse workers the
opportunity to take sick leave or
who take adverse action against
workers who do. This protection
currently exists for most other
employees under the Fair Work Act.
The CPA calls on the federal
government to closely observe the
Victorian scheme and implement a
similar scheme under the Fair Work
Act to protect Australian workers in
insecure jobs. Strong enforcement
mechanisms are vital to ensuring
that casual workers have a substantive right to sick leave.
Victorian workers can check
their eligibility and apply via
the Victorian government
website ( w w w. v i c . g o v. a u /
sick-pay-guarantee). 
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THE FAR-RIGHT IN UKRAINE AND
Graham Holton
Russian President Vladimir
Putin declared that Russia’s
military operation aims to
“demilitarise” and “de-Nazify”
Ukraine. He was referring to
the Azov Battalion and other
Extreme Far Right organisations, which have been active
since the 2014 Euromaidan
Revolution, which violently
overthrew the elected government and set fire to the parliament. The president was forced
out of oﬃce at gunpoint and
parliamentarians were forced
to sign in the new government.
This is the “democratic government” the Coalition government supports.
The reports on the RussiaUkraine war have been totally
one-sided with the Western press
accusing Russia as the sole culprit,
without any consideration given to
the reasons for Putin’s attack. The
journalist George Galloway asks
how did the Ukrainian president,
Volodymyr Zelenskyy, have US$1.3
billion in oﬀshore accounts, as indicated in the Pandora Papers, and
how did he obtain a US$31 million
house in Florida on a comedian’s
income?
The reason for Russia’s attack
begins eight years ago with the
coup carried out by the Azov
Battalion, a unit of the National
Guard of Ukraine (NGU), backed
by Ukraine’s Ministry of Internal
Affairs. The resultant eastern
separatist conflict zone became
a finishing school for far-right
fighters trained and supported
by NATO (North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation) and the US government. It attracted fighters from
across the world, who were drawn
to the conflict, either because of the

connection with the nationalist and
far-right extremists in their home
countries or by the slickly-produced
far-right propaganda. Easy access
to weapons increased the political
struggle between Russian separatists and Ukrainian forces in the
Donbass region of Eastern Ukraine,
that has claimed over 14,000 lives.
As the conflict continued it increasingly became global, with fighters
from more than fifty countries
entering the war. The Azov Battalion used Facebook and other
social media for its recruitment
campaigns. By 2018 there were
clear connections between people
aﬃliated with Ukrainian forces
and ultra-nationalist and far-right
groups in Australia.
When Australians think of neoNazis, they may remember Russell Crowe in the Australian film
Romper Stomper (1992), which
sparked race riots when it was first
released in London. Since then, the
far-right has become much more
sophisticated in promoting its
image, with the additional financial and military support of NATO
and the US government and arms
manufacturers.
In 2015, the US Congress
removed a ban on funding neo-Nazi
groups like Azov Battalion from
its year-end spending bill, allowing US weapons to flow directly
to Azov. In 2017 AirTronic’s sales
of weapons to Ukraine were conducted in “very close coordination”
with the US Embassy, the US State
Department, the Pentagon and
the Ukrainian government. The
Atlantic Council’s Digital Forensic
Research Lab confirmed that the
Azov Battalion did receive these
weapons. Since 2015 the Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) has been
secretly training these forces for ‘the
most noxious elements circulating

within Ukraine today’. The US was
one of just two countries to veto a
United Nations (UN) draft resolution Combating the Glorification
of Nazism, neo-Nazism, the other
was Ukraine.
The Azov Battalion is known for
its extreme neo-Nazi stance, and its
involvement in a number of terrorist attacks and separatist incidents
in various countries and regions,
including the riots in China’s Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region
in 2019. The Global Times reported
that US politicians, military and
intelligence oﬃcers cooperated with
Azov, to foster extremist forces in
Eastern Europe against Russia. It
was accused of displacing residents
after looting civilian properties,
according to a 2016 report by the
UN Oﬃce of the High Commissioner for Human Rights.
Vyacheslav Likhachev, a Kyivbased expert on right-wing groups
in Ukraine, says the far right has
been “riding” the patriotic wave,
legitimising the nationalist-radical
symbolism and rhetoric of groups
such as the Organisation of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN), especially
the red-and-black flag. Three
parties joined together in the last
election. The All-Ukrainian Union
Party “Svoboda” had six MPs in
the Verkhovna Rada, the National
Corpus, headed by Andriy Belitsky,
and the Right Sector, led by Andriy
Stempitsky. Other groups included
the Brotherhood C14, the Carpathian Sich, the Social-National Assembly, the UNA-UNSO, Tradition and
Order, Revenge, the Revolutionary
Right Forces, and numerous others.
Ultra-Right members entered the
military with high positions of
influence and control. A former
neo-Nazi activist from Patriot of
Ukraine, Vadym Troyan, received a
high-ranking position in Ukraine’s

national police. Andriy Biletsky,
the head of Azov, was promoted
to lieutenant colonel.
The Ukrainian police showed
little interest in stopping or investigating unlawful right-wing activities
to bring the perpetrators to justice.
The Svoboda Party activists, who
threw grenades during a rally outside parliament in 2015, killing four
national guardsmen, were never
convicted. Nor has the Ukrainian
government tried to stop trained
foreign fighters from returning to
their homeland, including Australia.
In 2014, the Independent
National Security Legislation
Monitor, Bret Walker SC, recommended to the Australian Federal
Parliament that foreign fighter laws
should be changed, so that all foreign fighting would be illegal unless
approved by the government. In the
wake of revelations that Australians
had fought in Ukraine and that his
recommendation had been ignored,
Walker said: “There is a domestic
concern, not just a concern about
Australia’s obligations in relation to
prohibiting war, but also domestic
concern in terms of terrorist dangers in Australia.”
Four years later, Ukraine’s
Minister of Internal Aﬀairs Arsen
Avakov and National Police head
Serhiy Knyazev met with Home
Aﬀairs Minister, Peter Dutton, and
the Australian Federal Police (AFP)
Commissioner, Andrew Colvin.
They were given a list of suspected
Australian fighters trained in the
Ukraine and urged that these men
be charged. The AFP said it was
unable to prosecute, as it is not
illegal for Australians to join the
conflict, as the federal government
had ignored a high-level recommendation to make all foreign fighting
a criminal oﬀence. This was despite
the war in eastern Ukraine being

increasingly viewed as inspiring
far-right extremists. There was
also ample evidence of right-wing
extremists committing acts of terrorism when they returned to their
home soil.
The white supremacist attack
that killed seventy-seven people
in Norway in 2011, was intricately
planned to maximise lethality and
supported by his manifesto, 2083
– A Declaration of Independence,
claiming transnational ideological
justification, and highlighting multiculturalism as a threat to a perceived white European identity. His
manifesto attracted much attention
internationally helping the movement spread. An American was
charged with a series of assaults
on protesters, during the Unite
the Right white supremacist rally
in Charlottesville in 2017, where a
woman was killed. The evolution
of right-wing attacks continued
up to the 2019 live-streamed massacre exemplifying the increased
sophistication of white supremacist
terrorism.
In March 2019, fifty-one people
were murdered at two mosques in
Christchurch, New Zealand, in a
mass shooting by Australian Brenton Tarrant. Tarrant displayed a
symbol used by the Azov Battalion
during the attacks and published his
manifesto, The Great Replacement,
online shortly before the massacre.
The Black Sun symbol emblazoned
on his rucksack is the Azov Battalion’s logo. As well, he had painted
other white supremacist symbols
and names on his equipment. Tarrant had travelled to the Ukraine
before the attack, as did numerous
other perpetrators of extremist
terrorists.
Sydney man Simeon Boikov,
the leader of pro-Kremlin group
the Zabaikal Cossack Society of

CHEP’S EXPLOITATION
OF WORKERS
By the CPA Australia Logistics
and Manufacturing Branch
Transnational corporations play a significant role in the logistics and manufacturing industries. This is particularly
true in Australia, which has historically had high levels of penetration from
foreign investment and transnational
corporations. Transnational corporations are large companies that operate in multiple countries. While some
transnational corporations operate
from a central location, others have
larger global supply chains that employ
workers and produce products in multiple countries. Like all companies, the
bottom line for transnational corporations is always profit. It doesn’t matter to them if they have to rip you oﬀ,
destroy the environment, evade tax, or
even have the laws changed for their
benefit, so long as they make money.
But transnational corporations aren’t
all foreign companies exploiting Australian workers, sometimes it’s the
Australian transnationals doing the
exploiting overseas. This is the case
with the global supply chain company
CHEP, whose workers in New Zealand
and the UK were recently on strike for
better pay during a cost of living crisis
The Communist Party of Australia Logistics and Manufacturing Branch Calls For:
• Solidarity with striking CHEP workers
in the UK.
• Workers in transnational corporations

to be aware of your employer’s
treatment of workers overseas. What
they try to do to workers overseas they’ll
try to do to workers in Australia.
• Workers to get organised. Only through
struggle together can workers beat back
oﬀensives and secure good pay and
conditions.

WHAT IS CHEP?
CHEP is a global provider of supply
chain solutions, operating in more than
sixty countries and employing over 12,500
workers. CHEP is perhaps best known for
their blue shipping pallets, for which CHEP
operates a pooling service of approximately
300 million pallets. Established by the Australian government in 1945, the company
was privatised in 1949 as CHEP before being
sold oﬀ to Brambles in 1958. Yet another
example of profitable enterprises being sold
oﬀ by the government only for them to turn
around and exploit workers in their unending drive for profit!

CHEP WORKERS STRIKE
IN NEW ZEALAND
Workers at CHEP, New Zealand’s main
supplier of pallets, recently won a hardfought battle over wage increases and better
conditions as rising rents and stagnating pay
put costs of living increasingly out of reach
of workers.
After several single-day strike actions in
February 2022, workers went on indefinite
strike at the start of March, manning a picket

line outside the centre 24/7 for two weeks
until an agreement was reached.
CHEP responded to the strike by attempting to serve trespass notices to prevent workers gathering outside at the picket and to
prevent union oﬃcials from entering the site.
FIRST Union secretary for transport,
logistics and manufacturing Mark Muller
said the “big multinational corporation” was
spending lots of time and eﬀort, as well as
harassing workers, in an attempt to break
worker solidarity and end the strike.
Workers at the site won a pay increase
of at least NZ$2.75 an hour, penalty rates
for weekend work, and a NZ$500 signing
bonus for union members.
It is clear when dealing with large employers such as CHEP, workers must be unionised
to fight back and win.

CHEP WORKERS ON
STRIKE IN THE UK
Seventy workers at CHEP UK, based
in Manchester, have been on strike since
December 2021 in a similar dispute over low
pay during a cost of living crisis. Ninety-four
per cent of workers recently renewed their
mandate for a strike action into the spring.
Workers are demanding only a two per
cent pay increase, in eﬀect a pay cut given
increasing costs of living. CHEP UK increased
its pre-tax profits by 173% in the past two
years, making £70.5 million in profit in
2021. Ending the dispute would cost only
an estimated £67,000.
The CHEP worker’s union, Unite, has

organised community rallies around the
country to draw attention to the issue.

AUSTRALIAN
TRANSNATIONAL RIPPING
WORKERS OFF
The multibillion-dollar Brambles Group,
CHEP’s owner, is headquartered in Sydney.
In 2021, Brambles made a pre-tax profit of
$526 million and paid out $290 million in
dividends.
If they’ll do it overseas, they’ll do it here
too! Capital has no loyalty. No matter how
much money CHEP makes, when the time
comes, Australian workers will be ripped
oﬀ too.
Australian workers must stand in solidarity with CHEP workers around the world
and fight back! We need to not only say “no
pay cuts for CHEP workers in Australia”,
but “solidarity with CHEP workers around
the world!”

COMMUNITY SOLIDARITY
ACTION AT BRAMBLES
SYDNEY HQ
The Communist Party of Australia
Logistics and Manufacturing Branch calls
on workers to fight back against Brambles
and CHEP and stand in solidarity with CHEP
workers around the world. A community
solidarity action is being held at Brambles
HQ at 123 Pitt Street Sydney at 10am on
Saturday 26th March. 
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THE AUSTRALIAN CONNECTION
Australia, had clashed repeatedly
with Ukrainians in Australia and
overseas. Boikov has attended
multiple rallies and meetings with
Australia First Party leader Jim
Saleam, who Nino Bucci of the ABC
News considers one of Australia’s
foremost white supremacists.
In his expert report to the
NSW Supreme Court, Professor
Paul Spoonley of Massey University, Auckland, the Right Wing
Resistance (RWR) organisation
was founded in New Zealand and
expanded to Australia in 2011. Its
members had international connections and could be capable of
acts of terrorism. Ricky White, who
was second-in-charge of the NSW
chapter of the RWR, was found to
pose “an unacceptable risk of committing a serious terrorism oﬀence
... consistent with his previously
held white supremacist views.”
In 2014 White threatened people
associated with a Jewish museum,
then burned down a church in 2016.
He had been associated with
right-wing extremist groups, such
as the skinheads and Odinism,
which Spoonley said were: “in the
tradition of white supremacist and
nationalist movements in ideology
and activities, and their imagery is
very aligned with contemporary
neo-Nazi groups.” He added, “There
is the potential for an escalation in
violence from these groups – they
do threaten that they will act against
their “enemies” – and they tend to
mandate individual acts of violence
[by] those who are sympathetic to
their views.”
Another former member of
RWR became one of the first rightwing extremists placed under an
extended supervision order in
Australia, after a court found he
was at high risk of committing a
terrorist act.
Ethan Tilling was also a former
member of RWR, based in Brisbane.
Queensland joint counter-terrorism
team oﬃcers questioned Tilling
on his return from the Ukraine
and he was deemed to not pose
a threat to national security. The
government would not confirm if
a similar approach would be taken
to other Australians returning from
the Ukrainian conflict.
In 2019 intelligence provided to
the Australian Federal Police (AFP)
showed that five Australians had
gained military training in Ukraine,
raising concerns that could threaten

Pravyi Sektor (Right Sector) flag. Euromaidan, Kyiv, Ukraine. (Photo: Mstyslav Chernov/Unframe www.unframe.com (CC BY-SA 3.0))

Australia’s national security. One
was a former Australian Defence
Force personnel with ties to farright groups. But it was not until
January 2020 that Australia placed
constraints on individuals returning from Ukraine. The Australian,
who had connections to domestic
and transnational white supremacist networks, had his passport
cancelled to prevent his travel to
fight with the Azov Battalion. The
reason for the government finally
getting tough was the 2019 massacre in New Zealand.
Online radicalisation of young
Australians by extremist content
was highlighted by AFP Deputy
Commissioner, Ian McCartney, in
a report given to the 2020 Senate
estimates committee. “We’re finding now that in terms of right-wing
extremism, that the concern for us
is young persons being radicalised

online – very aggressively in relation to right-wing extremism,” he
said. The actions of Australian white
supremacist groups such as the
National Socialist Network (NSN)
received significant community,
media and national security attention as a result of their overt use of
Nazi symbols and gestures in the
Grampians National Park, Victoria.
The threat posed by such online
exposure led to the Australian government proscribing the UK-based
neo-Nazi Sonnenkrieg Division
(SKD) as a terrorist organisation.
The Australian Labor Party (ALP)
has previously called for the USbased Proud Boys to be proscribed
as a terrorist organisation, however,
SKD remains the only extremist
organisation to be listed amongst
the twenty-seven terror groups
proscribed by Australia. The Victorian state government proposed

legislation to ban the use of Nazi
symbols such as the swastika,
due to complaints from its large
Jewish population. The legislation
is expected to be introduced in the
first half of 2022. The AttorneyGeneral Jaclyn Symes said the
findings of a recent inquiry into the
state’s anti-vilification protections
were “sobering”.
Such legislative measures are
critical to the political and operational landscape to not only enable
the prosecution of oﬀenders, but
also to act as a deterrent, and to
demonstrate that the community
finds such ideology unacceptable.
Increasing accountability for online
platforms, such as Facebook, needs
to restrict and remove extremist
content in order to identify and
remove sites that encourage and
incite extremist ideologies and
glorify them to stop the emulation

of acts of violent extremists. So far
Facebook has only removed proRussia content.
German law classifies Nazi
symbols such as the swastika and
the SS sig runes as “symbols of anticonstitutional organisations,” and
has banned the use of Nazi gestures
including the Nazi salute and the
“Heil Hitler” in public places. Yet
Germany does not include white
supremacist symbols.
Such symbols and slogans are
openly on display in Australia, with
no legislation to stop it. With the
escalation of the Russia-Ukraine
war the extremist groups can demonstrate in Australia with the full
protection of the law. The government must put an end to the farright organisations’ activities in
this country and make it illegal for
Australians trained in the Ukraine
to re-enter Australia. 
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SPA and The Socialist. Issues we have covered
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FRATERNAL GREETINGS FOR THE
Below are further greetings from our fraternal
parties from around the globe, sending us
messages of well wishes and solidarity. More
will be published in the following issue.

PORTUGUESE
COMMUNIST PARTY (PCP)
The Portuguese Communist Party conveys its warm
greetings to the 14th National Congress of the Communist
Party of Australia, which is being held under the slogan
“Build the Party for a Socialist Future”, and through its
delegates, to all the Communists and the working people
of Australia. We want to wish success in the work of your
Congress and in the strengthening of the struggle of the
workers and Australian people.
We are living in troubled times, where grave dangers
and threats coexist with great potential for progressive and
revolutionary developments processes.
The structural crisis of capitalism has further revealed
the system’s exploitative, aggressive, predatory and inhumane nature. Decades of US/NATO/EU wars of aggression
and subversive campaigns of interference have targeted the
peoples and countries that strove to preserve their sovereignty – from Europe to Latin America, from the Middle
East to Asia and Africa – to impose imperialism worldwide hegemony. These have been accompanied by major
oﬀensives by the big capital against working people’s rights
and living standards and the plunder of the world’s natural
resources. Social inequality has reached shocking levels.
Immense wealth has been accumulated by tiny minorities,
at the same time as poverty grows, even in the heartlands
of the great capitalist powers, such as the US or the great
powers of the EU. Public money has been used to feed the
profits of finance capital, rather than to help working people.
This class oﬀensive against the working class, farmers and
other non-monopoly strata of society has been taken to new
heights during the current pandemic, during which big capital has further increase its already massive accumulation
of wealth, whilst at the same time attacking the livelihood
and the rights of the peoples.
But the resistance to imperialism’s oﬀensive never
ceased and the world balance of forces is changing. All over
the planet, working people and sovereign countries fight
back – as has been seen in many countries, from occupied
Palestine to Bolivia, from Syria to India, from Cuba to Venezuela. The enormous economic growth by other countries,
namely the People’s Republic of China, have changed the
economic balance of forces in the world. The limits of the
capitalist economic system have also become increasingly
clear, in particular after 2008. The response by the capitalist
ruling classes has been to further enhance the exploitation of
working people, a flight into unbridled financial speculation
which is increasingly detached from any real productive base,
and a growing trend towards authoritarianism, fascism and
war. The danger of a new major conflict engendered by US
imperialism and its allies is real. The struggle for peace is
a key task for the communists and the workers’ movement
in today’s world.
In this context is particularly serious the developments
in the situation in Eastern Europe, which is inseparable
from the dangerous strategy of tension and confrontation
promoted by imperialism against the Russia Federation,
involving the continuous expansion of NATO, the reinforcement of its oﬀensive military apparatus along the borders
of Russia and the instrumentalisation of Ukraine since the
2014 coup d’état, resorting to fascist groups, and which
led to the imposition of a xenophobic and warmongering
regime, whose violent action is responsible for the worsening of fractures and divisions and for eight years of war in
that country. A US, NATO and EU strategy of tension and
confrontation that finally led to a large-scale Russian military operations in Ukraine.

The PCP considers that is urgent the de-escalation of the
conflict, the establishment of a cease-fire and the opening
of a path of dialogue for a political solution to the conflict
in Ukraine, for a response to collective security problems in
Europe, for compliance with the principles of the UN Charter
and the Final Act of the Helsinki Conference.
In Portugal, the PCP remains firmly committed to the
struggle for the Portuguese workers’ and people’s rights, for
a break with the right-wing policy and for a patriotic and
left-wing alternative – which asserts national sovereignty
and breaks with submission to the European Union and
NATO –, for an advanced democracy with the values of
the April Revolution, for socialism. In a very complex and
diﬃcult situation, we are committed to strengthening the
mass struggle, to creating a broad social front. We are well
aware that strengthening the ranks of our Party and our
links with the masses is the key element that will enable us
to resist and to achieve meaningful change and transformations in our country.
And we are also convinced that the grave situation and
challenges which working people face all over the world
demand a stronger international communist and revolutionary movement, that promotes a broad anti-imperialist front
that can halt the race towards the abyss by the imperialism
and ensure a future of peace, social progress and justice.
Reaﬃrming the greetings of friendship and solidarity of
the Portuguese Communists, we express our desire to further
strengthen the relations of friendship between our Parties,
for the cause of the emancipation of the working class and
the peoples of our two countries, of the emancipation of the
working class and peoples of the whole world.

COMMUNIST PARTY
OF VENEZUELA (CPV)
On behalf of the Central Committee of the Communist
Party of Venezuela (CPV) we greet you on the occasion of
the celebration of the 14th Congress with the slogan “Build
the Party for a Socialist Future.”
We wish you every success in the deliberations to build
on the experience accumulated over a century of struggle
for the Australian working class, on the national situation
in the context of geopolitical issues and in the election of
the new Central Committee. We await with great interest
the conclusions of your Congress.
The Communist Party of Australia has shown throughout
its long history and in the diﬀerent stages of the class struggle in your country ideological firmness, based on MarxismLeninism and political vision in the scientific combination
of strategy and diﬀerent tactics of struggle.
The CPV, always respecting the autonomy and independence of each party, has observed with interest the eﬀorts of
the CPA to advance a sovereign and independent policy. Also
in this matter you can count on the full solidarity of the CPV.
From the Central Committee of the CPV we want to
express our gratitude for the consistent solidarity of your
Party with the Communist Party of Venezuela and the Venezuelan working class of the city and the countryside in the
present political struggle which is creating a situation totally
diﬀerent from the one we have been used to during the last
two decades of the political process.
We look forward to the deepening of the bilateral relations between our parties and express the high interest in
maintaining the fraternal ties of friendship, solidarity and
cooperation with the CPA. We look forward to continuing
to share mutual political exchanges with our Australian
Comrades.
We wish you good health and success in your high
responsibilities.
With fraternal greetings,
Oscar Figuera
General Secretary
Carolus Wimmer
International Relations Secretary
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14TH CONGRESS OF THE CPA

TE NUKU MAUÏ LEFT PARTY

IRAQI COMMUNIST PARTY

The Party Board of Te Nuku Mauī Left Party sends warm
wishes to the members and delegates of the Communist Party
of Australia on the occasion of your 14th Party Congress.
The Communist Party of Australia has a long-standing
relationship with both the former Communist Party and
Socialist Party of Aotearoa which together now form Te Nuku
Mauī Left Party, and we are confident that this neighbourly
and comradely relationship will continue.
From the increased militarisation of the Pacific Ocean,
Te Moana-nui-a-Kiwa, which both our countries call home to
a common commitment to workers’ and indigenous rights,
CPA and Te Nuku Mauī have a shared interest in developing a socialist alternative on both sides of the Tasman. We
look forward to deepening dialogue and exchange between
our two parties.
Te Nuku Mauī hopes your party congress can produce
fruitful decisions and allow the CPA to further unfold the
red banner of socialism in Ahitereiria.
In solidarity,
Party Board
Te Nuku Mauī Left Party

We convey the warmest greetings of Iraqi Communists
to the 14th National Congress of the Communist Party of
Australia. We are confident that this Congress will contribute to strengthening our fraternal Party and build on the
rich experience of 101 years of struggle for the Australian
working class and upholding the lofty ideals of socialism
and communism.
The role of your Party is increasingly important in
defending trade union rights against the onslaught of the
capitalist system that has intensified with the deepening of
the economic and financial crisis as a result of the COVID
pandemic. It has also an important role in the struggle for
Aboriginal land rights as well as the environment.
Your party is also an active force in defending the cause
of world peace, at a time when imperialist warmongers and
reactionary forces are whipping up cold war hysteria. This is
demonstrated by your campaign against the AUKUS Treaty.
The Iraqi Communist Party successfully held its 11th
National Congress during the period 24-28 November 2021
under the slogan: “For Comprehensive Change: A Democratic
Civil State and Social Justice”. It was attended by more than
200 delegates and fifty observers. The opening ceremony that
took place in central Baghdad was a mass event and received
wide media coverage. It received messages from fraternal
parties all over the world. Your party’s greeting message to
the Congress was warmly received by the delegates. It was
published in our party’s newspaper and media.
On this occasion, we express our appreciation for your
Party’s international solidarity with the Iraqi people and
Communists.
While wishing your 14th National Congress every success
in its deliberations, we extend our wholehearted greetings
to its delegates and all the members of our fraternal Party.
We look forward to strengthening the relations between
our two parties in the joint struggle for peace, freedom,
democracy, social progress and socialism.
Political Bureau
Iraqi Communist Party
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COULD COLOMBIA HAVE
A LEFT-WING GOVERNMENT?
Vijay Prashad
On 13th March, 2022, Colombia’s
Left-wing electoral coalition (Pacto
Histórico por Colombia) held its primary election. The Pacto Histórico (or
Historical Pact) is a coalition of 20 different political parties and formations
from the far-Left, Comunes, to the centre-Left’s Todos Somos Colombia and
the Communist Party of Colombia. It
includes the Left formation Humane
Colombia, led by Gustavo Petro, who
won the primary with more than eighty
per cent of the vote.
Petro, who began his political career as a
guerrilla with the M-19 group in the 1980s,
was the mayor of Colombia’s capital, Bogotá
from 2012-2014 and has been a senator since
2018. Every inch of the Colombian Left has
gathered around the Pacto Histórico, and
most of those people have decided that Petro
is the best candidate from the Left to go into
the first round of the presidential election
to be held on 29th May, 2022. If Petro wins
that election, he will form the first Left-wing
government of South America’s northernmost country.
Polls suggest that Petro and the Pacto
Histórico would not have trouble in the at
least five-person field to win more than fifty
per cent in the very first round and avoid a
run-oﬀ. The current president of Colombia
– Ivan Duque – cannot contest the election,
since a 2015 law restricts presidents to one
four-year term. Duque’s party has put forward Óscar Zuluaga, a scion of a steel-making
family who went into banking and then into
politics; Zuluaga served in the presidential administration of Álvaro Uribe, one of
the most notorious right-wing politicians.
Scandals have plagued Zuluaga, including
accusations that he is close to the right-wing
paramilitary groups. He is far behind in the
polls. Unless something dramatic happens,
it is unlikely that Duque’s Democratic Centre
party, with Zuluaga as the candidate, will be
able to hold onto oﬃce. The other candidates
in the race, most from the right (such as
Federico Gutiérrez and Ingrid Betancourt),
bounce around with less than five per cent
of the vote each.
Alongside this presidential primary, the
people of Colombia voted in a new parliament
(both senate and chamber of representatives). In these elections, the Pacto Histórico
made substantial gains, entering the senate
and the chamber of representatives with as
many seats as the Conservatives and the
Liberals – the two parties that traditionally
controlled Colombia; Duque’s Democratic
Centre party faded away with losses in both
chambers. The kind of people who entered
the parliament on the Pacto Histórico ticket
are emblematic of the politics of their bloc.
There was Robert Daza Guevara of the
peasant movement (Coordinador Nacional
Agrario de Colombia) and Aida Quilcué of
the Indigenous movement (leader of the
Movimiento Alternativo Indígena y Social).
What policies they will be able to move is to
be seen, since the parliament is fragmented,
and they will not have the kind of majorities
needed to advance a serious land reform and
human dignity agenda.

RADICAL AGENDA
ON THE TABLE
If Petro wins the presidency, which
seems likely as far as the polls are concerned,
he has said that he would put forward some
major changes for this country which has
been aﬄicted by violence since 1948. The
most important promises made by Petro
have been that his government would push
for agrarian reform, for the strengthening
of labour rights, and for the advancement
of equal rights for Colombia’s substantial
black and Indigenous populations. These
three important moves would answer the
questions raised by another former Bogotá
mayor, Jorge Eliécer Gaitán, who was

assassinated in 1948 during his run for the
presidency.
The killing of Gaitán by Colombia’s rigid
oligarchy set oﬀ a violent cycle, first the riots
in the capital known as the Bogotazo, that
lasted till the peace accords signed in Havana,
Cuba in 2016 by the Colombian state and the
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(FARC). The FARC as the political formation Comunes is now a key part of Petro’s
Pacto Histórico. Colombia’s elite, unwilling
to yield any of its grip on land, labour, and
dignity, killed Gaitán – a liberal – preferred
to prosecute a nasty war in alliance with
US imperialism and the narco-gangsters
of Colombia. Petro’s agenda is not new, in
other words, but has haunted Colombia for
at least seven decades.
The protests of 1948 have repeated
themselves in a cycle that seems to strike
Colombia every once in a while. Last year,
President Duque imposed policies that put
the costs of the pandemic on the workingclass and the peasantry and tried to suﬀocate any advancement of the Havana peace
accords of 2016. Discontent led to street
protests through April and May, which were
repressed harshly by the government. The
people on the streets demanded various
things such as better schools and regular
running water, the disbandment of the riot
police (ESMAD), land reforms, the expansion
of democratic possibilities, and equality for
Colombia’s Afro-Colombian and Indigenous
communities.
Duque had to withdraw some of his
policies, the street protests unrelenting and
changing the dynamic of politics in the country. These 2021 protests followed a wave of
struggle in 2019-2020 that started against
Duque’s austerity politics and the refusal by
the State to take the peace process seriously.
In turn, the protests of 2019-2020 followed
the major student uprising of 2018 that ran
for months on end as the students and government remained deadlocked over austerity
in the education sector and unemployment
in society. And, going backwards, these protests have been linked to the great agrarian
struggles in Colombia led by groups such as
the Congreso de los pueblos in 2013, 2014,
and 2016. Mass struggles brought together
the working-class and peasantry as well as
the Afro-Colombian and indigenous groups.
They have produced the political constituency
that has elected the Pacto Histórico delegates
and they will go to the polls to vote for Petro.
Thus far, Petro has not drifted away from
this base, and it will be seen as the election
campaign becomes more frenetic if he will
be forced to make concessions against the
radical agenda that is now on the table.

PLOTS FROM THE NORTH
One of Petro’s more electric pledges is to
shut down Colombia’s oil industry. Well over
half of Colombia’s exports are from fossil fuels
(fifty-seven per cent from petroleum alone);
almost ninety-two per cent of Colombia’s coal
– is exported, and since Colombia is the fifth
largest producer of coal (31.5 million tonnes
in 2021), this is a significant amount. Major
Canadian and US companies dominate this
sector. Whether Petro will be allowed to get
away with this act, far more threatening to
the energy multinationals than nationalisation alone, is to be seen.
Already, however, the United States
has been making noises about the upcoming presidential election. In early February 2022, before the primary, the US state
department sent undersecretary of state for
political aﬀairs Victoria Nuland to Bogotá
for meetings of the US-Colombia High-Level
Strategic Security Dialogue (the successor
to Plan Colombia, the mechanism by which
the US funded the Colombian government
and paramilitary groups in its war against
FARC and the Colombian Left). Nuland is
famous for her role in the destabilisation of
Ukraine in 2014, when she participated in
the Euromaidan protests as a US government
oﬃcial and – by telephone – gave orders to

Gustavo Petro. Photo: Arturo de La Barrera (CC BY-SA 2.0)

The most important promises
made by Petro have been that
his government would push
for agrarian reform, for the
strengthening of labour rights,
and for the advancement of equal
rights for Colombia’s substantial
black and Indigenous populations.
the US ambassador in Kiev about who the
next president of that country should be. In
Bogotá, Nuland told the press, “We must safeguard (the elections) against outside actors
interested in manipulating elections, as they
have tried to do in other parts of the world.”
Nuland and the US government have
weaponised the war in Ukraine to their
benefit in Colombia, where they have joined
the Colombian oligarchy in blaming the protests on Russia, Iran, and Venezuela. Diego
Molano, the minister of defence, said that
Venezuela’s army had received “support
and technical assistance from Russia and
Iran.” Nuland told BluRadio in Bogotá that
the United States is “concerned that the
Russians seem to be increasingly active in
the border with Venezuela.” No need for any
evidence for claims such as this, which are
then inflamed in the Colombian media and
used as a way to discredit the Colombian
Left and Petro.
While in Colombia, Nuland provided
US$8 million to the national police for
human rights training. In June 2021, Human
Rights Watch noted the “egregious police
abuses against protestors.” None of that
was mentioned during her visit. Talk of
the Venezuela-Colombian border allowed
Nuland to amplify Colombian government
talking-points about narco-traﬃcking inside
Venezuela, when even US government reports
show that more than seventy per cent of
global cocaine comes from Colombia, with

the high oﬃcials of the government deeply
implicated in the trade and with the narcotraﬃcking paramilitary groups. These high
oﬃcials and the Colombian oligarchy as well
as the paramilitaries and the national police
are treated by the US government as its bulwark in South America. These noises about
“outside actors” threatening the Colombian
presidential election is a smokescreen around
the US government’s own attempt to ensure
that either one of its preferred candidates
win or that enough pressure is mounted on
Petro to force him to break with his base
and his promises.
On 16th December, 2008, Edwin Legarda
drove in a car assigned to his wife, Aida Quilcué. Gunmen opened fire as he drove along
highway 26 between Páez and Popayán.
Legarda died. Aida Quilcué had just returned
from Geneva, Switzerland, where she had
testified at the Universal Periodic Review
of Colombia at the United Nations Human
Rights Council about human rights violations
against Colombia’s Indigenous population. It
turns out that Legarda was shot by members
of the Colombian armed forces. The car had
tinted windows. It has long been suggested
that the actual target of the assassination
was Aida Quilcué. On 13th March, she won
a seat to the Colombian senate. People like
her define Colombia’s Left.
People’s Democracy 
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RALLY FOR STARBUCKS
WORKERS’ UNION IN VIRGINIA
By Star City Workers’ Club
On the morning of 26th February,
union organisers and community
members gathered in Roanoke, in the
Appalachian region of Virginia, for a
rally in support of Starbucks employees who are attempting to unionise at
the Bridges location, a few blocks from
Roanoke Memorial Hospital.
The workers at this Starbucks join the
nationwide movement of workers who are
also attempting to unionise in order to
secure higher wages and stronger worker
protections.
What started as an eﬀort by employees
of coﬀee shops in Buﬀalo has now expanded
to a unionisation eﬀort taking place in over
100 stores in twenty-six states, including
Virginia.
As soon as the Buﬀalo location declared
that its workers intended to form a union,
Starbucks management announced that
they would be implementing two raises,
one to take place immediately, and another
to take place later to raise their minimum
wage. “Clearly [Starbucks] was scared, so
imagine what we could accomplish if we
actually had a union?” said one worker.
The union has also listed the following
complaints on their Facebook page:
Seniority pay: Tenured workers may

only make a few cents more than brand
new workers.
COVID-19 protections: Currently, customers are not required to wear masks in
corporate SBUX locations. In addition,
workers are only eligible for TWO paid
5-day isolations per quarter. After that,
they must use their sick time or risk not
getting paid.
Better pay and staffing: SBUX saw
record profits in the first quarter of 2022,
and CEO Kevin Johnson received a US$20
million bonus last year. However, wages
have remained stagnant and many require
second jobs in order to make a living.
“US$12 an hour is a poverty wage; it is
not enough!” said Roanoke City Councilwoman Vivian Sanchez Jones. “How are you
supposed to pay for childcare or gasoline
on US$12 an hour?”
The workers at the Bridges Starbucks
had always considered unionising, but a
few issues that happened in January helped
them to see that the time was right to start
to organise themselves and their co-workers
more earnestly: Nearly everyone on staﬀ
was infected with COVID-19. Starbucks
policy grants two five-day isolations for
employees who have COVID-19, but they
did not grant paid time oﬀ for isolation
if the infection was contracted outside of
work. On top of that, if a worker exceeded

the two isolations, they would have to use
sick time or PTO, which does not accrue
very quickly. If they were unable to use those
or hadn’t accumulated enough hours, they
risked going without food or rent money.
The workers at the Bridges Starbucks
are in close contact with the workers at
other locations in the Roanoke Valley area.
“Our store had more people who knew
about unionising and labor history. Other
stores may need education. But people
are frustrated and hurting everywhere.
It’s a matter of showing that something
can be done to change that,” said one of
the workers.
According to the workers, the manager
of the Bridges Starbucks has claimed to be
short on labor but has cut shifts and hours.
“We definitely think it’s retaliation. Lots of
stores have seen these moves they make; we
know what they’re trying to do because all
the workers in these stores communicate.
[Management] wants to thin out our ranks.
They created rules where you couldn’t call
someone in if you couldn’t come in. The
policy has always been that if you can’t
make your shift, you could call someone to
cover your shift, but now they won’t let us.”
Roanoke City Councilman Joe Cobb
spoke about the need for a company to
have its employees back. He applauded
the young people for standing up for their

own lives and recognised the precarious
situation they were in, stating that one difficult situation could lead to homelessness.
Virginia State Delegate Sam Rasoul,
who represents the area, pointed out that
Starbucks currently has record amounts
of resources and that the workers are only
asking for what is their fair share. “We as
[residents of the Roanoke Valley] stand
with you! Workers deserve to be treated
with respect!” He proclaimed.
Chuck Simpson, union organiser and
president of Communications Workers of
America Local 2204, praised the eﬀorts
of the workers. “If you’re not at the table,
you’re on the menu! […] If you feel weak,
arm and arm, let’s get to the finish line
together!” […]
Three more stores in Northern Virginia
(Loudoun and Fairfax counties) are also
announcing that they intend to unionise.
They state that they want to obtain higher
wages that will allow them to live in the
area and they want more consistent work
schedules. 

RIGHTS GROUPS MAKE LAST-DITCH CALL ON
MPS TO REJECT GOVERNMENT’S “CALLOUS”
NATIONALITY AND BORDERS BILL
Bethany Rielly
Members of Parliament must
act with humanity and reject
the government’s “callous”
Nationality and Borders Bill
that aims to slam the door on
refugees, campaigners said.
Rights groups made last-ditch
appeals to MPs to reject a series
of anti-refugee measures in the
legislation when it returns to the
Commons.
If passed, the Bill would lead to
asylum-seekers being criminalised
for entering Britain without permission and potentially sent to remote
islands for processing.
A national day of action by the
Together for Refugees coalition
involved a Manchester rally against
the Bill, while a 200,000-signature
petition organised by Freedom from
Torture calling on ministers to

rethink the legislation was handed
into Downing Street.
Meanwhile, trade unions and
other employers’ organisations have
called on MPs to back an amendment to the Bill introduced by peers,
which would give asylum-seekers
the right to work.
A public statement, signed by
the Recruitment and Employment
Confederation, Association of
Labour Providers, National Farmers
Union and Adecco, stresses that the
business case for lifting the work
ban is “more urgent than ever,”
since there is record staﬀ shortage
across the country.
“The needless rule to bar asylum-seekers from work not only
has a negative impact on businesses
and the economy, it has short and
long-term eﬀects on people seeking asylum themselves,” it reads.
The amendment, passed by the
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Lords earlier this month, would
give asylum-seekers the right to
work after six months of waiting
for a decision on their claim.
It is among several amendments
to the Borders Bill introduced by
peers in an eﬀort to limit the “harmful impact” of the legislation on the
rights of refugees.
They include removing the government’s plans to move asylumseekers oﬀshore and provisions to
treat people diﬀerently according
to how they entered Britain.
The Lords also struck out proposals to criminalise the arrival of
asylum-seekers in Britain without
permission, as well as plans to
expand citizen deprivation powers.
But the government has rejected
the majority of the changes and will
be pushing Tory MPs to reinstate
the provisions in the Commons.
A small group of Tory MPs is
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expected to rebel on plans to hold
asylum-seekers oﬀshore, according
to reports.
Campaigners are urging MPs
to accept the amendments.
“As Europe faces the largest
refugee crisis since the second
world war, this government will
try to force its cruel Nationality and
Borders Bill through Parliament,”
said Freedom from Torture chief
executive Sonya Sceats.
“Make no mistake, any MP who
votes for this callous, inhumane
legislation is voting to slam the door
in the face of refugees and torture
survivors fleeing war, conflict and
persecution, just when they need
our help the most.”
Amnesty International UK
refugee and migrant rights director
Steve Valdez-Symonds said: “We
urge MPs to accept amendments
made by peers to moderate the

dreadful impact the Bill will have
on people fleeing persecution and
survivors of human traﬃcking.
“If ministers overturn these
defeats, no-one could possibly
regard the UK as anything but
a state deeply and intentionally
committed to undermining international law and harming people
most in need of protection.”
Anti-racism campaigner Zita
Holbourne appealed to MPs to
act with humanity and consider
the “human rights and equality
impact” of the Bill.
“As elected members of Parliament, do they really want to go
down in history as the politicians
who voted to take away human
rights and promote racism?”
Morning Star 
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INTERNATIONAL VOICES
URGE US EXPLANATION FOR
BIOWEAPONS ACCUSATIONS
Russia is now strengthening its accusations against the US of developing biological weapons in Ukraine
with documents and evidence it had
detained amid its military operations
in its neighbouring country, and the
US keeps claiming that Russia’s accusations are “disinformation” even if
statements from diﬀerent oﬃcials
of the Biden administration are contradictory, and this has caused rising
international concerns over US biolabs
worldwide.
Russian President Vladimir Putin gave
an extensive speech on the Ukraine crisis on
Wednesday. “There was a network of dozens
of laboratories in Ukraine, where military
biological programs were conducted under
the guidance and with the financial support
of the Pentagon, including experiments with
coronavirus strains, anthrax, cholera, African swine fever and other deadly diseases,”
Putin said during his speech.
Putin noted that “frantic attempts” are
underway to conceal the “traces of these
secret programs,” according to RT.
Analysts said Putin’s remarks showed that
Russia is very serious about the accusations
against the US, and apart from providing
documents it had obtained in Ukraine, and
in order to further verify the accusations,
Moscow and Kiev could consider inviting an
international investigation team to include
neutral countries like China, India, Turkey
and representatives from international
organisations to enter the relevant facilities to
collect more direct and convincing evidence.
The responses from Washington have
made the international community more
concerned. White House Press Secretary Jen
Psaki last week called out Russian claims
that the United States has secretly operated
chemical and biological weapons laboratories
on Ukrainian territory as a “disinformation
campaign.”
But Undersecretary of State for Political
Aﬀairs Victoria Nuland previously said at a
hearing in Congress that the US has “biological research facilities” in Ukraine and
she said “we are now in fact quite concerned
that Russian troops … may be seeking to gain
control of [those labs], so we are working
with the Ukrainians on how they can prevent
any of those research materials from falling
into the hands of Russian forces should they
approach.”
The US is a country that has rejected
the protocol of monitoring bioweapons to
strengthen the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC), so all its biolabs worldwide
have no transparency. Due to the accidents
related to these labs in the past, and the
nasty record of the US using biological and
chemical weapons in Vietnam and the Korean
Peninsula, experts said it’s necessary for
the international community to exert more
pressure on the US to accept the BWC, and
to prevent it from using other countries’ soil
for Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD)
development.
Wang Yiwei, director of the institute of
international aﬀairs at the Renmin University

of China, told the Global Times that the US
needs hundreds of biolabs worldwide in the
territories of its allies so that when it can’t
break the nuclear balance with its competitors, it needs some other WMDs to reinforce
its strategic deterrence, and the biological
and chemical weapons are their choices.
“The international community has already
been greatly concerned about US military biological activities. They have 336 laboratories
around the world. This number comes from
the information provided by the US to the
Conference of Parties of the BWC,” Chinese
Ambassador to the UN Zhang Jun said at a
UN Security Council meeting on March 11 on
the matter of US biolabs in Ukraine. At the
meeting, the US groundlessly accused China
of spreading disinformation while China was
just simply urging the US to clarify itself with
transparency and evidence.
Du Kaiyuan, a Shanghai-based military
commentator, said the US needs hundreds of
such facilities around the world rather than
concentrate on the research at its domestic
labs because “the tests for biological weapons need live tests which might cause legal
problems in the US, but it can get enough
samples from other countries.”

WORLD CONCERNS
The concerns are not only from Russia
and China. Experts from many other countries, including the US, also raised their
concerns over the matter.
Jeﬀrey Kaye, a former clinical psychologist in San Francisco, told the Global Times in
a video interview that the US needs to provide
the documentation and open up to what’s
really being done in those labs in Ukraine.
“We need to declassify the records going
back to the end of World War II, the Korean
War, and the Vietnam War so that we can
find out what they are doing in these hundreds of biolabs.” But unfortunately, “the
problem is they [the US government] won’t
do that,” Kaye said.
Sheradil Baktygulov, a Kyrgyz independent political analyst based in Bishkek, told
the Global Times, “The formal explanations
of the US authorities on more than 300 US
biolabs activities around the world do not
match the real situation on the ground. The
truth is much darker as has been shown by
many independent investigations since 2018.”
“There were numerous mysterious
outbreaks of human illnesses and losses of
livestock in Georgia, Ukraine and Russian
provinces bordering that country since 2007.
Moreover, the US is keeping its bioweapons
in violation of international treaties,” he said.
If the US is a peaceful and peacemaking
country and follows democratic principles,
then it has to be more transparent and open
on US biolab operations around the world,
said Baktygulov, noting that “Greater transparency will give mankind the opportunity
to see beyond the formal explanations on
US biolabs and the US might be recognised
as a more trusted partner internationally.”
“At this point, all humanity needs transparency, not only the people on the battlefield
but also the entire world,” Abdullah Agar, a

security expert and academic at the Istanbulbased Bahcesehir University, said in a recent
interview with the Xinhua News Agency.
Korkut Ulucan, a Turkish specialist in
medical biology and genetics, said such laboratories must be accessible to international
scientific committees, and their activities
need to be audited by multiple independent
organisations.
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“To prevent a leak, these laboratories
should be gradually evacuated with utmost
care, under high-level security conditions and
the supervision of a committee of scientists,
and they must be inactivated,” Ulucan, also
an academic at the Istanbul-based Marmara
University and lecturer at the Uskudar University, told Xinhua.
Global Times 
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