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BUDGET 2022-23

CLASS WAR
Anna Pha
The budget announced by Treasurer
Josh Frydenberg is a pre-election, last
ditch, vote-buying exercise from the
Morrison government. Voters struggling with rising prices and falling
wages will not swallow the bait.
News Corp’s gutter press Daily Telegraph, ran with a front-page headline
declaring the budget “a working class plan”.
In this class war economic statement, the
plan is to slash a whopping budget deficit
and government debt at the expense of
workers and social security recipients as the
government moves towards a trillion dollars
of funding in war preparations.
The contradictions abound.
There is a cost-of-living crisis. Fresh
food, groceries, housing, and petrol prices
are soaring. Real wages have declined and
are set to fall even further this year. The
government has no plan to address people’s
needs and the cause of the crisis.
Pensioners, the unemployed and other
social security recipients are oﬀered an
insulting one-oﬀ $250 payment. A single,
aged pensioner struggling on $987.60 a
fortnight will only see their poverty-level
payments entrenched. Ditto the unemployed
on $642.70 a fortnight ($45.90 a day). Social
security recipients need and deserve an ongoing living income, not a tokenistic one-oﬀ
payment. They should receive an income
equivalent to the minimum wage of $772.60
a week. But the government has no plan to
lift these incomes above the poverty line.
Nor does it plan to provide the necessary
assistance for the thousands of flood victims.
The Pandemic Leave Disaster Payment ends
in June, hitting the lowest paid workers with
no access to sick leave.
There is no plan to address the cost-ofliving crisis.

WAR PREPARATIONS
One of the largest budget items is military spending (aka “defence estimates”) of
a whopping $42.846 billion in 2022-23,
rising to $49.113 billion in 2025-26. (Budget
Paper 4) This includes $5.5 billion on French
submarines that were cancelled.
In 2016-17 the government announced
that it would spend $1 trillion on “defence”
over the next twenty years – that is up to
2036-37. There is a long list of weapons
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and delivery systems on order, including the
more than $100 billion on nuclear-powered
submarines. Australia is gearing up to fight
a war – the US’s war with China.
In March, Defence Minister Peter Dutton
launched a new Space Command. “(Space)
will undoubtedly become a domain which
takes on greater military significance in the
21st century,” Dutton told a recent air and
space conference.
Dutton continued: “The 2022-23 Budget
continues this government’s strong investment in Defence and the Australian Signals
Directorate (ASD). This includes a $9.9 billion investment over the next decade in new
national cyber and intelligence capabilities.”
The list of weapons includes a range of
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missiles, maritime mines, drones, tanks,
and guided weapons systems. Dutton’s
department has a blank cheque – it is the
only government agency quarantined from
budget cuts and caps on spending.

TAX CON
The much touted $420 one-oﬀ addition
to the Low and Middle Income Tax Oﬀset
(LMITO) of $1080 is a con job. Workers
whose incomes are below the tax threshold
do not receive the payment. What Frydenberg carefully avoided mentioning in his
speech, but which can be found buried in
the budget papers, is that the LMITO will
end in 2023-24. This means its recipients
will pay an extra $1080 in tax.
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West Papuans escalate
their fight for justice

The total cost of the two cost-of-living
payments and petrol tax excise cut is forecast
at $8.6 billion. But almost all this payment
is recouped when the LMITO comes to an
end saving the government around $8 billion per annum. What’s more, the LMITO
savings are ongoing, not one-oﬀ.
Frydenberg also failed to mention that the
stage three tax cuts for the rich remain in the
pipeline. People paid more than $200,000
per annum are set to rake in a tax cut of
more than $9000 at a cost of $185 billion
over four years. Those on less than $45,000
such as aged care workers, disability carers,
or on the minimum wage, receive no tax cut.
But they lose their $1080 as noted above.
Continued on page 2

THERE WILL BE NO
GUARDIAN ISSUE NEXT
WEEK DUE TO THE
EASTER LONG WEEKEND.
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NSW PARLIAMENT
PASSES NEW
ANTI-PROTEST LAWS
Last month, climate activists associated with
the group Blockade Australia performed a series
of stunts that caused mass disruption at Port
Botany.
In response, the Perrottet Government has
rushed through new anti-protest legislation. The
Roads and Crimes Legislation Amendment Bill
2022 could see protesters who cause disruption
to major roads, ports, and train stations fined
up to $20,000 and jailed for two years.
Speaking on the bill, NSW Premier Dominic
Perrottet stated that:
“This type of behaviour needs to stop, people
have the right to protest, people have the right
to free speech, we promote that […]
“But don’t do it at the expense of people trying
to get to and from work, trying to get their kids
to school, stopping people earning a living and
a wage – that’s what these protests are doing.
“We’ve passed the laws, we’ll throw the book
at these people, because their behaviour is completely unacceptable.”
The government’s bill needed bipartisan
support and received it from the NSW Labor –
despite some objections from its “Left” faction.
The NSW Greens have objected to the bill,
introducing a litany of amendments. Speaking
against the bill, NSW Greens MP Jenny Leong
stated that:
“The whole point of peaceful and non-violent
protest is to disrupt the system and the status
quo. The whole point is to break down power
dynamics […]
“It is critical that people are allowed to engage
in peaceful protest as part of the strength of
our society.”
The Greens aren’t the only ones coming out
in opposition to the bill, many human rights
groups are concerned as well. Speaking to the
danger of the vagueness of the bill, Kieran
Pender, senior lawyer with the Human Rights
Law Centre stated that “ […] these laws are so
vague and broad they give a huge amount of
power to police and prosecutors to enforce
these laws in their discretion. […] [T]here are
huge concerns about whether these laws are
constitutional.”
Indeed, it is not unusual for laws like these
to be used in “creative” ways to harass persons
of interest to our government. We need only
turn to how the Fixated Persons Unit was used
in relation to FriendlyJordies producer Kristo
Langker.
Leong is right in pointing out that protests
serve to “disrupt the system.” Taking away the
ability of the public to express their discontent
with methods that may cause inconvenience
takes away the full breadth of expression at the
public’s disposal.
This bill serves only to disenfranchise the
public, criminalises our ability to speak out, and
ultimately hurts our ability to organise large
scale protests.
This bill also hurts unions – especially militant unions – whose members are fighting for
better pay and conditions. Union members
campaigning for their rights could easily be
sentenced to jail or face thousands of dollars
in fines.
We must organise and fight back against these
draconian laws!

CLASS WAR
Continued from page 1

HOUSING CRISIS
The high and rising cost of
housing is one of the drivers of
poverty. The amount allocated in
the budget is a drop in the ocean.
“Australia is grappling with a
housing aﬀordability crisis, social
housing waiting lists of more than
200,000 people and a rate of JobSeeker and other income support
payments that leave many in poverty and unable to pay their rent,”
said Mission Australia CEO Sharon
Callister. “We need urgent action
from the Federal Government to
provide long-term housing solutions that will address our social
and aﬀordable home shortfall.”
Developers are set to reap a
big windfall from the additional
funding for the HomeBuilder grant
for those who can aﬀord to build
a new home or make substantial
renovations to an existing one.
The scheme, along with record low
interest rates, has already played
a major role in driving the cost of
housing to record heights. Public
housing is yet again neglected.
The government is cutting the
supplementary payment that was
introduced to fund the historic
equal remuneration order (ERO)
in 2012. It covers the mostly female
workforce in the social, community and disability services sector.
Homelessness services take a $39
million hit which will result in the
loss of hundreds of jobs and have
a serious impact on services at a
time when they are most needed.
There is no national plan to
end homelessness or house those
left in limbo following the floods.

Midwifery Federation said. These
and the many other workers in the
provision of essential services will
get nothing.
More cuts are scheduled for
Services Australia with the loss
of 9.4 per cent of the workforce –
2,700 jobs. This follows on from the
Coalition’s previous cuts to public
service agencies of 8000 jobs which
has resulted in backlogs of work
and long wait times for the public.
The destruction of the public
service continues with subsequent
loss of expertise along with contracting out in the government’s
for-profit free market models in the
private sector. There are no plans
for a public servant wage rise, let
alone compensation for past wage
freezes and caps.
The NDIS continues to be
starved of funds.
There are some additions to the
Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme
(PBS) but no mention of the products that have been removed. On
one of the few positive notes in
the budget, the PBS safety net
thresholds are reduced enabling
several million people to qualify for
free or the discounted rate earlier.
For general patients the threshold is reduced from $1,542.10 to
$1,457.10 and for concession card
holders from $326.40 to $244.80.
The government fails on Medicare – doctors’ rebates are not
increased and funding for wages
and resources in public hospitals
is not increased. The $6.6 billion
taxpayer-funded subsidy for private
health insurance remains in place,
more ongoing corporate welfare.
There are no plans to strengthen and extend public health.

WOMEN

EDUCATION

There have been token
announcements about funding
for women’s services in the past
and more in this budget. The government’s record on delivering
them is poor.
For example, women escaping
domestic violence report they are
struggling to access the $5,000
government payment designed
to help victims leave an abusive
relationship. There are delays and
poor communications with service
providers. It is much the same as
attempting to obtain services from
the grossly understaﬀed Centrelink.
The budget contains nothing to
address the low pay of the mostly
female workforce in aged care or
the extensive understaﬃng that is
driving workers out of the sector
and resulting in poor quality care.
There are no plans to provide
women the sort of budget they need
with the provision of adequate services and pay equity in areas such
as aged care and early childhood
education and care.
Workers are looking down
the barrel of further real wage
reductions. Consumer prices are
expected to rise by 4.25 per cent
and wages by 2.75 per cent this
year – a wage reduction in real
terms of 1.5 per cent. That is an
optimistic scenario. Most economic
commentators believe the CPI will
rise by more than 5.0 per cent.

“The government’s free market
approach to early childhood education has failed,” states Helen
Gibbons, Early Childhood Education and Care director, United
Workers’ Union.
“In just the past week it’s been
revealed that there is huge inequality of access to early education
depending on where you live, as
private providers over-saturate
lucrative metropolitan areas and
abandon regional families. We’ve
seen children are going hungry
because of cost-cutting to their
food budgets, while private forprofit providers pocket millions in
parents’ fees and federal funding.
“An early education system
driven by profit will never deliver
the quality that children and parents deserve,” Gibbons said. “Children cannot be fed for $0.65 a day.”
The government has no plan
to address the shortage of public,
aﬀordable early childhood education and care.
Consistent with the Coalition’s
neo-liberal agenda, public education comes last:
• Public school funding cut by
$559 million over next three
years
• Private school funding
increased by $2.6 billion over
four years
• No funding allocated for
capital works in public schools
• No increase in funding for
preschools.
Frydenberg announced more
money for apprentices and their
employers but continues to support the private vocational and
education system while undermining tertiary and further education
(TAFE).

PUBLIC SECTOR
“Exhausted nurses, midwives
and aged care workers, beyond the
point of burn out, simply cannot
continue without the resources they
desperately need to do their job
and keep the community safe and
well,” the Australian Nursing and

Public universities were locked
out of JobKeeper resulting in the
loss of more than 17,300 jobs.
“Higher education is a smart,
triple-dividend investment: it
employs more than a quarter of
a million workers, it educates the
next generation of workers and it
drives the research and innovation
to power our economy,” said Alison
Barnes, National Tertiary Education Union National President.
There is no plan to improve
the quality of public education or
abolish fees.

CLIMATE
The government’s claimed path
to net zero emissions as late as
2050 is fuelled by greenhouse gas
emitting natural gas, carbon capture storage, and hydrogen which is
yet to be proven viable despite the
billions of dollars already poured
into it. The budget gives coal, oil
and gas corporations more than
$37 billion.
“Darwin is positioned to
become one of the world’s leading
low-cost clean energy hubs, with
access to excellent onshore and oﬀshore natural gas and greenhouse
gas storage resources, including the
Beetaloo and Petrel basins and the
Barossa and Bayu-Undan fields,”
Minister for Emissions Reduction
Angus Taylor claimed. Really?!
Clean energy hub?!
Spending on climate change
and energy is set to fall from $2
billion to $1.3 billion in the coming
four years – a reduction of thirtyfive per cent! This is at a time when
urgent and drastic action is needed
to address climate change.
The Australian Renewable
Energy Agency, Clean Energy
Finance Corporation, and the Great
Barrier Reef are among the programs being cut. The Reef has just
taken another hit with its fourth
mass bleaching event in six years.
There was a token $148.6m for
community solar and wind microgrids in areas too remote to have
access to the power grid.
There is no plan to increase
greenhouse gas emission targets by
2030 or abandon fossil fuels. It is
left to industry and the households
to do the heavy lifting.
The $6.316 billion for two new
dams in regional Queensland and
one in NSW are a trade-oﬀ with the
National Party for agreeing to zero
net emissions by 2050.
While allocating a little over
$6.1 billion for rail infrastructure, billions more are provided
for roads.

NEOLIBERAL
The Coalition’s “election
budget” is designed to give the
impression of providing handouts
across the board. But they are
crumbs from the table of big business, funded by other cuts that were
not mentioned in the Treasurer’s
speech. The Budget Papers tell a
very diﬀerent story: big handouts
to the private sector and further
erosion of the public sector.
Reducing the budget deficit and
government debt is high on the
government’s agenda. You can be
sure they have a plan on how to do
that on the backs of workers and
the most vulnerable.
If, and most likely, Labor is
elected then it will be under pressure to slash the budget deficit and
accumulated debt. 
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REFLECTIONS ON
THE OUTCOMES OF
THE CPA 14TH CONGRESS
Vinnie Molina
The Communist Party of Australia successfully hosted its 14th National Congress at the end of February 2022 and elected a new Central
Committee.
COVID restrictions forced a postponement of the original date from October
2021 to February 2022. COVID clusters in the eastern states and WA borders
remaining closed into February saw the Central Committee make the decision to
take congress online. This was a challenge but all congress delegates embraced
and adapted to it with discipline and commitment coming together around our
slogan “Build the Party for a Socialist Future.” The slogan reflects the historical
importance of a Marxist-Leninist party in the building of socialism. The building
of the Party will be the key priority for the next period.
For many delegates the 14th Congress was their first experience of participating in the highest decision-making body of the Party; a testament to the growth
the CPA has seen since the 13th Congress.
Many of the contributions by delegates reflected on how to improve the work
of the Party.
It is crucial to improve internal discipline and democratic centralism, and to
build a united and strong collective leadership. The Party must improve its education of existing and new members to consolidate the working-class organisation.
Congress also had a message to the many newer members that the decision
to join the working-class Party is a lifelong commitment. Congress reflected on
this and paid tribute to Party veterans, many of whom have given their entire
lives to the cause of socialism.
The Party has been built by hundreds of working-class fighters who faced
repression and discrimination by the state throughout the CPA’s one hundred
years of existence. Despite this, they never gave up. We acknowledged the work
of comrades such as Dr Hannah Middleton, the first woman to become General Secretary and Anna Pha, whose 41 years in the Party has seen her serving in many areas of work including the Guardian of which she was editor for
nineteen years; Silvia Salisbury, with a very long record of party membership
coming from a communist family; Jim Donovan, an expression of the workingclass commitment which still goes strong in the Maritime Union of Australia’s
retired members; Savvas Lioupas whose work for freedom in Greece brought
him to Australia; Ovidio Orellana, a freedom fighter and political refugee from
Guatemala, found in Australia and the CPA the best opportunity to continue the
struggle for socialism. Congress also paid tribute to comrade Rob Gowland, a
member of the Party’s 13th Central Committee who passed away in November
2021. Congress acknowledged their work and inspiration for many in Australia
and the world in the struggle for socialism.
A special online public opening event welcomed special guests from the diplomatic representations of Cuba, Venezuela, Palestine and China, who joined us
by Zoom on Friday evening of 25th February.
Many fraternal parties sent written or video messages which were shared
on the evening. Comrade Kat Buissink represented the TeNuku Maui Party of
Aotearoa (formally Communist Party of Aotearoa). In fact, the CPA received an
unprecedented number of greetings from fraternal parties and from organisations
and diplomatic representations accredited in Canberra which were read over the
course of Congress. Those messages expressed the CPA’s fraternal relations with
Communist and Workers’ Parties.
Congress adopted a Political Resolution that will guide Party work for the
next four years. Delegates voted on special resolutions on AUKUS, Ukraine,
Cuba, bosses’ lockouts, and a number of more specific resolutions to guide Party
work into the future.
The political resolution analyses the events since the 13th Congress which
saw bush fires, the COVID pandemic, floods and the AUKUS and QUAD agreements. Those events demonstrate the failures of capitalism and the necessity of
socialism. The damage to the environment, and climate change has become an
urgent task for the people in general and especially for communists.
The CPA must continue to organise, educate, and mobilise the young and the
old, working-class men and women for a new world that is possible and necessary. The struggle for socialism is more urgent than never before. Working-class
families are acutely feeling the sting from the system of exploitation. They have
experienced an ongoing deterioration of wages and conditions in the workplace.
Workers, particularly young workers, face precarious employment with job insecurity, unaﬀordable housing, climate change, attacks on unions and the right
to organise, and substandard access to education and health. It is under these
conditions that people are finding their way to the looking for the better world
many of us believe is possible.
Congress applauded the establishment of a second industrial branch in NSW.
The Logistics and Manufacturing branch will kick goals in the industry where
the Party has experienced particular growth. They will join the Maritime branch
as an example of many more industrial branches we aim to set up in the period
ahead. We have high hopes that there will be more such branches being formed
over the next four years.
What isn’t new is that CPA comrades are active in their workplaces as members, delegates, and union oﬃcials. Peace and anti-war is another area where
comrades will be at work in the community to deal with issues such as AUKUS
and QUAD.
In all of this we acknowledge that we live and work on stolen land and we
commit to working together with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples
for land rights and a better society for all, a socialist Australia.
The CPA will continue to develop its press and social media capable to organise, educate, and agitate the working class and other strata in society.
We invite all readers and people in general to join the struggle for workers’
rights and economic justice with the Communist Party of Australia: cpa.org.
au/join-cpa 
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REPORT: SCHOOL STRIKE 4
CLIMATE CHANGE PERTH

Richard Titelius
On 25th March 2022, while up to 1000
protesters gathered on the Domain in
Sydney and marched onto Kirribilli
House, fifty people mostly in COVID
masks to match the WA Stage 2 Restrictions, marched for the Perth School
Strike 4 Climate Change rally.
The protest in Perth was organised by
Uni Students for Climate Justice and mostly
attended by university students and a group of
Aboriginal protesters from the Pilbara region.
They protested against exploiting state
resources, including oﬀshore gas, to “Save
the Burrup.” The Burrup Peninsula is home
to some of the world’s oldest and most iconic
Aboriginal rock art, which is being damaged
by the processing of ammonia and natural
gas, causing the corrosion of these ancient
art forms. The damage is about to get worse
as the Scarborough Gas field is brought
online, potentially threatening more of the

thousands of artworks found on this rocky
and beautiful peninsula. The gas from the
Scarborough Field and the Gorgon Field on
nearby Barrow Island currently contributes
significant greenhouse gas emissions to the
Earth’s atmosphere. It will continue to contribute to it in the future. The increase in
carbon emissions from these non-renewable
resource projects is contributing to the eﬀects
of climate change. We see the impact in the
droughts, floods and bushfires of the last
10-20 years. Generations of people alive
today have witnessed these changes to the
Earth’s climate and know the causes, eﬀects,
and solutions.
At the rally, a student from Curtin
University spoke of the influence of fossil
fuel companies in determining the course
content of many engineering courses at the
university, including the School of Mines.
This ensures the continued exploitation of
non-renewable energy, including uranium,
coal, gas and oil, as something natural and

inevitable – when it should not be. Another
student from the University of Western
Australia spoke about how donations from
these corporations helped to imbed their
participation in academia, allowing them
to peddle their wares which threaten the
climate and life on this Earth.
The rally organisers had advised the
police of their rally and intended march
route. About fifteen police oﬃcers, some
on motorbikes, accompanied the protesters
on their march, first to the oﬃces of mining
multinational Rio Tinto. Then on to Chevron
Energy which has a 47.3 per cent stake in the
Gorgon Project which contributes 15 million
tonnes of CO2 per annum. It finished outside
the oﬃces of nearby Woodside Energy which
is responsible for the Scarborough Gas project
which would contribute 1.6 billion tonnes of
carbon to the atmosphere over its 30-year
life span. Renewables would contribute none,
which is why we must move to 100 per cent
renewables within this generation and not

in 2050. Most leaders of the current government will not be around to bear any responsibility for the climate chaos they unleash by
continuing to support the capitalist drive for
profits and markets.
The Communist Party of Australia calls
on governments in Australia and the world
over to hasten the move to renewable forms
of energy, end all government support for
non-renewable energy, and increase the use
and support of renewable energy, which is
cheaper than non-renewable energy and
increasingly more reliable. The increased
use of renewable energy will contribute to
decreased carbon emissions, the principal
driver for climate change and the increased
frequency and severity of climate events
threatening the viability and sustainability
of life on Earth. 

AUSTRALIA’S POLITICAL HYPOCRISY
IN THE PACIFIC
A draft security cooperation
agreement between the People’s Republic of China and the
Solomon Islands was leaked
catching the Australian government by surprise. The proposed agreement comes after
the Solomon Islands’ decision
in 2019 to break its ties with
Taiwan and to recognise the
People’s Republic of China.
The proposed agreement
follows on from rioting in 2021
directed against the government

and ethnic Chinese businesses. Chinese nationals suﬀered great losses
with their shops smashed, burned
and looted and their personal safety
in jeopardy. Australian forces were
called in to stabilise the situation.
The Solomon Islands has a security
agreement with Australia.
The draft agreement between
China and the Solomon Islands
sent the Australian government
into a spin, with claims China
was setting up a military base and
destabilising the region. Apparently

AUKUS which is a direct threat to
China did not!
The draft provides a framework
for Chinese police, troops, and military to be deployed to the Solomon
Islands to protect China’s projects
in the Pacific nation. Solomon
Islands Prime Minister Manasseh
Sogavare recognised the need to
protect its people and businesses,
and that broadening partnerships
would improve the quality of life of
Solomon Islands people.
It remains to be seen how

Australia and the US respond.
Regime change will be top of the
agenda. Further destabilisation
can be expected, sponsored by
Australia, the US and possibly
Taiwan which is seen as behind
the 2019 rioting.
This double standard indicates
that these politicians think that the
Pacific is Australia’s backyard. It has
a coloniser’s outlook towards the
Pacific island nations. Its deputy
(to the US) sheriﬀ attitude ignores
the independence and sovereignty

of these nation – regardless of their
size or population.
All countries in the region
should treat each other with respect
and dignity recognising each other’s
sovereignty and independence. That
includes making their own decisions over security and trading in
a mutually beneficial way and on
an equal basis. 
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WEST PAPUANS ESCALATE THEIR
FIGHT FOR JUSTICE
Ron Hall
In 1962 the “New York Agreement” signed at the United
Nations led to the notorious
Act of Free Choice that took
place in West Papua in 1969.
With no clear alternative proposed and surrounded by
soldiers, a unanimous vote
placed West Papua under what
became brutal Indonesian control. As a result, this event is
frequently dubbed an “act of
no choice” because, in addition
to the above, only 1025 voters
took part, all were handpicked
by the Indonesian military.
Not until 2003 was West Papua
granted any degree of autonomy
with the creation of the two provinces of Papua and West Papua. Now
Jakarta is proposing to transform
the two provinces into four. The
consequences of this proposition
will involve a much greater military
presence and exploitation of West
Papuan resources, particularly
more logging. Additionally, Indonesia wants to guarantee its control
over West Papua, which possesses
one of the world’s largest gold and
copper mines.
These incursions represent a
further advance in the colonisation
process and an attempt to foster
further division in the population,
especially between West Papuans
(fifty-one per cent) and Javanese
(fifteen per cent), with the latter
group holding most of the power
and influence.
More migrants, especially
Javanese, are destined to follow
to bolster the bureaucracy. This
will result in Papuans eventually
becoming a numerical minority in
their homeland due to increased
transmigration. The proposal for
additional provinces may provide
the appearance of legitimate moves
towards increased democracy, but
when the actual population size of
just over one million is taken into
account, no change at all to the
current governmental structures
seems warranted.

PAUPAN
At a meeting just held recently
in Adelaide organised by the Australia West Papuan Association,
guest speakers explained how the
opposition to Indonesian control
of Papuan land has escalated
markedly and has involved more
and more young people. Indonesian criminalisation of even the
most peaceful of demonstrations
has lead to the radicalisation of
West Papua’s younger generation.
Recruitment for Organisasi Papua
Merdeka (OPM) – a Papuan

independence movement formed
in 1965 – has risen steadily as West
Papuans see nothing beneficial
coming from Jakarta.
In declaring war against Indonesia, the OPM has maintained
their guerrilla tactics with devastating eﬀects as construction
workers, for example, are targeted
because West Papuans see them
as causing the destruction of West
Papuan culture rather than bringing constructive development. The
Trans-Papua Highway, currently
under construction, is seen by
West Papuans more as a threat
to their cultural survival than a
benefit to their livelihood. Motorcyclists have also become OPM
targets as they are widely believed
to be spies for the Indonesians.
The chasm of distrust between
Jakarta and West Papuans is everwidening. The current proposals
around the introduction of two
more provinces are viewed as part
of a “divide and conquer” strategy.
To oppose repression, West
Papuan resistance is hardening
in the face of extra-judicial killings, torture, random arrests, and
abuses of human rights. On the
diplomatic front, Indonesia has
attempted to conceal its inhumane
behaviour by restrictions on the
media, a lesson learnt from what
happened in Timor Leste. However, social media accompanying
the greater use of mobile phones,
allows at least some of the atrocities to be revealed, often visually.
To avoid such brutality, the West
Papuans ensure that their demonstrations are so large that it
becomes almost impossible for the
Indonesian authorities to overreact
without provoking international
condemnation.
There is a new level of research
into this “forgotten” conflict
whereby researchers look back
decades to document violent
incidents in a “mapping” project,
producing telling evidence supporting the West Papuan cause.
Consequently, as a member of
the UN Human Rights Council
(UNHR), Indonesia now faces a
real challenge to remove the media
ban in West Papua and support
an independent United Nations
investigation into its practices in
West Papua and hold accountable
those in government, in particular,
for documented violent acts. For
instance, examination of whether
the practice of designating the
OPM “freedom fighters” as “terrorists” aﬀords the Indonesian
government a legitimate pretext
for increasing its military presence or is, in reality, provoked
expediency.

Free West Papua Protest in the Melbourne CBD on August 2012 asking for the release of Filep Karma, the
freedom fighter serving 15 years in jail for raising the Morning Star at a rally in 2004. The campaign is also
calling on the release of all West Papuan political prisoners. Photo: Nichollas Harrison (CC BY-SA 3.0)

AUSTRALIAN
INVOLVEMENT
Incidentally, many of the soldiers and police involved in West
Papua have received Australian
training – a potential source of
embarrassment for the Australian
government if human rights abuses
are revealed. With the increase in
the number of troops out of control,
tensions are bound to increase. This
fraught situation demands even
closer scrutiny of the provisions of
the Lombok Treaty resulting from
the possibility of Australian troops
becoming involved in ethnic cleansing practices without any form of
immediate media scrutiny.
According to the Make West
Papua Safe support group, the
“Lombok Treaty, Indonesia’s ‘gag’
order, is inconsistent with Australian democratic norms and restrains
Australian politicians from acting
to address the root causes of conflict in West Papua. By speaking
out publicly and standing with
West Papuans you help render the
Lombok Treaty useless.”

UNHR EXPRESSES
CONCERNS
After the displacement of at
least 5000 West Papuans in 2021,
United Nations oﬃcials declared
that “urgent action is needed to end

ongoing human rights violations
against indigenous Papuans.” The
situation in West Papua has been
described as “slow motion genocide.” Genocide Watch has issued
a genocide warning for Indonesia.
New discriminatory legislation
facilitates ethnic Papuans and practitioners of minority religions in
Indonesia being faced with targeted
attacks, arrests and displacements.
One consequence has been for West
Papuans is they are being forced
to seek refuge in the harsh living
conditions of the mountains, where
there is an absence of health and
other essential services. The West
Papuans regard the Indonesian
actions against them as part of an
ethnic cleansing exercise faced by
many Indigenous peoples around
the world.
The UNHR has continued to
express concerns about West Paua’s
deteriorating human rights situation, citing “shocking abuses against
indigenous Papuans, including child
killings, disappearances, torture,
and mass displacements of people.”
Indonesian or Papuan activists who
are forced to flee their homeland,
may well be pursued by the Indonesian government, for example as
a result of issuing of “red notices”
from Interpol, obtained deceptively
on bogus charges concocted by the
Indonesian authorities.
In reflecting on actions being

taken by the United Nations, the
following should be noted, as per
the oﬃce of the high commissioner
of the UNHR: “The experts called
for urgent humanitarian access to
the region, and urged the Indonesian government to conduct full
and independent investigations
into abuse against Indigenous
people.”
Australians should share the
United Nations’ concerns about
West Papua, located so close to
our shores, and communicate these
to our federal politicians, possibly
looking to renegotiate the Lombok
Treaty, limiting Indonesia and Australia to become involved in each
other’s internal aﬀairs. Ironically,
at least one Aboriginal community is currently approaching the
United Nations over their rights
to medical treatment. Encouragingly, however, it may be worthwhile adding that Indonesia, like
Australia, desires to be seen as a
good world citizen, which could
oﬀer some hope for future improvements for the Indigenous peoples of
both nations. However, concerned
citizens need to act wherever and
whenever human rights are being
transgressed.
Support for the Australia West
Papua Association in its eﬀorts to
reach out to the Australian community, should be a priority for
concerned people everywhere. 

Readers of the Australian Marxist Review are notified that issue #72 of the AMR will be published within the
next month, advance orders for it should be placed by emailing info@cpa.org.au.
The AMR editorial board calls for submissions for the next edition #73 of the AMR, as well as subsequent
editions. Articles can be submitted to the AMR in areas of interest for the development of Marxist-Leninist theory
and the working-class struggle in Australia. The editorial board suggests that labour and work, class structure in
Australia, the environmental movement, the national question, developments in the national and global economy,
resisting imperialist war, and fighting for gender and racial equality as possible topics articles advancing MarxistLeninist theory could be written about.
The AMR editorial board has a particular interest in articles that aim to advance the development and building
of the CPA into the leading force of the working-class struggle in Australia.
If you wish to discuss any ideas for articles, to seek advice on writing articles for the AMR or if you have any
suggestions and feedback please provide them to the AMR editorial board and editor by emailing amr@cpa.org.au,
david@cpa.org.au, christian@cpa.org.au, and roland@cpa.org.au. The due date for articles to be considered
to appear in edition #73 of the AMR is Friday 20th May for publication in June.
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REPORT: FIGHT FOR PUBLIC
HEALTH AND WORKPLACE
SAFETY RALLY – MELBOURNE
CPA Victorian Branch comrades
marched to and attended the Fight for
Public Health and Workplace Safety
rally on Saturday 19th March at Melbourne’s State Library. The COVID
pandemic has accelerated the system’s
inequalities, in Australia. In Victoria,
the lockdown was the pretext for the
disgraceful police cordon around public housing buildings where some of
Victoria’s poorest and most diverse
communities live. COVID fines have
disproportionately aﬀected people in
working-class areas, and workers have
had to do the heavy lifting on COVID
safety measures.
Comrades had a solid presence at the
rally, with party flags and banners reading “More Nurses Less AUKUS”, “Remove
Vaccine Patents”, and “Workplace Safety Is
Union Business.”
We heard from speakers on each of
the rally’s demands: a living income, free
healthcare and secure housing for everyone,
the right to organise, COVID health and
safety for all workers, a global solution to
the pandemic, rolling back police powers
and dropping the COVID police fines. 

A MATTER OF LIFE OR DEATH
On 31st March, thousands of
nurses and midwives took
strike action across NSW,
with many walking oﬀ the job
for 24-hours from 7 AM, over
the NSW government’s failure
to act on the staﬃng crisis in
public hospitals. Last week’s
action follows an initial statewide strike six weeks ago.
Actions were taken at twentyeight sites around the state.
J, a nurse at the Sydney rally,
told the Guardian the rally was
“really positive” with its atmosphere
of solidarity and determination
amid anger at the failure of the
government to act. Nurses and
midwives have been campaigning
around ratios for ten years.
“It’s time the government
engaged with those on the front
line and dropped their arrogant
approach,” J stated.
A nurse-to-patient ratio is the
number of nurses working on a
ward or unit in relation to the
number of patients they care for.
Good nurse-to-patient ratios
ensure a safe level of care and

decrease the risk of poor patient
outcomes, and unnecessary deaths.
Without the right ratios, patients
across NSW are missing out on
thousands of hours of much needed
nursing care.
Slogans on banners and placards read: “Safe staﬃng saves lives,”
“Ratios – a matter of life or death,”
“one to three in ED,” “Ratios save
lives,” “Not coping, not cool.”
NSW Nurses and Midwives’
Association (NSWNMA) branch
members held the twenty-eight
public rallies as part of their
state-wide actions, to again call
for nurse-to-patient ratios and
improved maternity staﬃng on
every shift. Thousands of nurses,
midwives and supporters descended on Macquarie Street from 10
AM, for a rally outside Parliament
House.
NSWNMA General Secretary,
Brett Holmes, said nurses and midwives were demanding the NSW
government address the growing
patient safety concerns being raised
by frontline health staﬀ.
“Our members are increasingly

frustrated at the government’s inaction to address the serious issues
they are raising shift after shift,
but seemingly falling on deaf ears,”
said Holmes.
“More than 180 branches voted
in favour of state-wide strike action,
and over 160 of those will be participating in a 24-hour strike or
work bans, leaving behind staﬀ to
provide life-preserving care.
“Despite their pleas for more
support from the government,
nurses and midwives are extremely
fatigued from working double
shifts and increased amounts of
overtime, because of the growing
gaps in staﬃng rosters.
“We need the NSW government
to sit down with us for meaningful talks about our claim for shiftby-shift, nurse-to-patient ratios,
improved maternity staﬃng and
a modest pay rise.
“What nurses and midwives
are asking for is not unreasonable. We’re simply calling on the
government to prioritise patient
care and commit to a safe staﬃng
model with a guaranteed minimum

number of nurses and midwives
on every shift.”
The NSWNMA has had no oﬀer
from the government since meeting with the NSW Premier on 21st
February.
Holmes told the rally that
Health Minister Brad Hazzard had
dismissed the nurse-to-patient
ratios in place in Victoria and
Queensland (see below).
“So we have to change the minister’s mind, or change the minister … or change the government.
If they don’t negotiate, we will be
back here again and again”, a call
greeted with cheers and applause.

RATIOS
Understaffing is rife across
public hospitals. Workloads are
growing, yet there is less support.
There are simply not enough
nurses or midwives being rostered
on each shift, resulting in workplace
fatigue and dangerous workplace
conditions.
Emergency and surgical wait
times continue to balloon out.
Kitchen staﬀ without suﬃcient

training are being made to look after
patients. Incidences of violence in
hospitals continue to reach unacceptable levels.
There aren’t enough nurses to
patients and it’s risking lives.
We need better ratios to safeguard the future of our public
health system.

RATIOS SAVE LIVES
International studies from the
past twenty years have shown a
direct correlation between nurse
staﬃng levels and improved patient
outcomes.
Research conducted on ratios
implemented in Queensland shows
185 lives have been saved since the
policy came into eﬀect. A further
255 readmissions were prevented.
Further, the state saved $70
million because of the improvements in patient outcomes.
What’s happening in other
states?
Victoria and Queensland have
made nurse-to-patient ratios law.
NSW should be leading, not lagging
behind. 

There aren’t enough nurses to patients
in NSW and it’s risking lives.
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CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT 2.0
Last April, the Toronto Star ran a hit
piece on Bill Yee, a retired provincial
court judge and a member of BC’s Chinese-Canadian Community Advisory
Committee. Yee had stated in an interview on A-1, a Toronto-based Cantonese radio station, that the Canadian
response to the Uyghur situation in
China is not based on facts.
The polemic – complete with a giant,
looming photo of Yee – was alarming in its
clear intent to smear an individual for his
opinion. Authors Joanna Chiu and Jeremy
Nuttall argued that Yee is unqualified to
hold his employment position due to his
skepticism towards the highly questionable
claims of Uyghur genocide. Cherie Wong,
one of the individuals interviewed for the
piece and the Executive Director of Alliance
Canada Hong Kong, directly accused Yee of
“repeating the same talking points” as the
Communist Party of China. Chiu and Nuttall
even pulled out a quote from 1993 in which
Yee suggested there may be another “perspective” to the Tiananmen Square protests.
This story was similar to the case of
Sami al-Arian, a Palestinian-American
computer engineering professor who was
indicted in February, 2003 on seventeen
counts under the US Patriot Act. Al-Arian
worked for decades to promote dialogue
between the West and the Middle East,
particularly on the plight of the Palestinians, and was interviewed on The O’Reilly
Factor under the ruse of discussing ArabAmerican reactions to the 11th September
attacks. Bill O’Reilly confronted Al-Arian
about comments against Israel which he had
made thirteen years prior, accused him of
“jihadism” and called for the CIA to shadow
him. The fallout from this included death
threats to Al-Arian and his 2003 indictment
and subsequent ten years of house arrest.
While the charges were dropped, he was
deported to Turkey in 2015.
Within days of Chiu and Nuttall’s hit
piece, Bill Yee received so much negative
fallout that he announced he would not seek
reappointment to the Advisory Committee. A
pressure campaign led by thirteen prominent
Chinese-Canadian activists called to have
Yee removed from the board of the Chinese
Canadian Museum. The group, which seems
intent on Yee’s complete banishment and
joblessness, argues that such appointees must
have a “track record of allegiance to Canada,
upholding Canadian values of human rights
and justice, providing independent opinion
on community issues rather than becoming
a mouth-piece for a foreign regime.”
Appeals to “Canadian values” and pearlclutching over “foreign influence” are notions
that have become increasingly normalised
in this new Cold War against China. This is
similar to the 1950s McCarthyite era when
academics and cultural workers lost their
livelihood or were exiled over perceived
associations with communism and against
“American values.”
The West has always had a complicated
relationship with China. Who can forget the
exploited Chinese labourers who built the
first transcontinental railroads in North
America? Or the Chinese Exclusion Act
which banned Chinese immigration? The
relationship has long been an unequal one in
which China is a piece of land to be divided
and conquered and its people a perennial
source of cheap labour and cheaper goods.
As China grew after the 1949 revolution from an impoverished and colonised
country into an economic and political
power, Western imperialism determined
that something would have to be done to
put it back in its place. This manifested in
many ways including weaponising human
rights discourse (with respect to Hong
Kong, Tibet, Xinjiang and Taiwan) as well
as intensifying construction of US and allied
military bases around the Chinese mainland
(the “Pivot to Asia”). After Huawei did the
unspeakable and breached unilateral US
sanctions against Iran, Canada stepped in
and helped Trump illegally arrest its Chief
Financial Oﬃcer Meng Wanzhou. All along
there have been explicit and implied allegations and insinuations of China as being

inherently untrustworthy, “rogue” and
breaching “rules-based” societies.
And then came COVID-19.
Just as 9/11 turbocharged Western Islamophobia, the COVID-19 pandemic triggered
a tsunami of anti-China propaganda and
vitriol which was always quietly simmering
beneath the surface of polite Western society.
The current torrent of hate and prejudice
has not just targeted the Communist Party
of China but has had far-reaching eﬀects on
random Chinese-passing East and Southeast
Asian people in Western countries.
As early as March 2020, members of
the Chinese diaspora reported attacks and
verbal assaults about “going back to China”
in the streets of US and Canadian cities. One
woman in New York had acid thrown on her
face while taking out the trash. Countless
others were accused of causing the virus,
being “CCP agents” or “evil” communists.
Some were spat or coughed on, and Asian
shop owners reported instances of violence
and racist comments from customers.
This state-backed hate campaign against
everything Chinese swelled to a fever pitch
in 2021. In Orange County alone, anti-Asian
hate incidents increased by an estimated
1,200%. Increasingly, the victims were
women and seniors from the working class or
living in poverty. In March 2021, a gunman
targeted a series of Asian spas in Atlanta and
murdered eight people including six Asian
women workers. A 61-year-old Chinese man
in New York died after being head-stomped
while collecting recyclables for money. A
36-year-old Hmong woman was brutally
gang-raped and beaten to death in Milwaukee. A 61-year-old Filipino-American man
was slashed in the face with a box cutter in
Brooklyn. An 89-year-old Chinese woman
was set on fire in Brooklyn. A 65-year-old
Filipino woman was beaten outside a hotel
in Manhattan. An 83-year-old man and a
79-year-old woman were violently assaulted
in Oakland, separately, by the same man.
Most of these victims were walking to or from
work, all were alone, and all were attacked
in broad daylight.
In the midst of all this were daily articles
in the media that can only be described as the
“Xinjiang atrocity exhibition.” Reports from
US intelligence, weapons-industry-funded
think tanks and CIA cutouts like the National
Endowment for Democracy alleged wildly
inconsistent stories that only grew more and
more ridiculous. Most of them came from
evangelical anti-communist Adrian Zenz,
who contrived the infamous “one million
Uyghurs in concentration camps” narrative
based on approximations from only eight
people. Most of the supporting documents
consisted of misattributed photographs,
satellite images of random buildings and
witness testimonies from Langley-based
(CIA) and US State Department-funded
Uyghur activists.
Alongside these stories are other “Chinabad” narratives. These include Nigel Farage’s
statements that China needs to pay reparations to the UK for COVID-19, the “China as
the perpetual thief of intellectual property
from the West” trope, assertions that “China
is paying Uyghurs to look happy during
Eid in Urumqi” and the absurd “China is
‘colonising’ Hong Kong.” More recently,
this includes revamping and refueling the
conspiracy theory that COVID-19 is the
result of the Wuhan virology lab leak. A Pew
Research survey released in March, 2021
showed that sixty-six per cent of Americans
hold unfavourable views of China compared
to forty-seven per cent in 2018. The share of
Americans who give China the lowest possible rating of zero has nearly tripled from
nine percent in 2018 to around twenty-four
per cent in 2021. A Nanos Research poll
found that nearly seven out of 10 people in
Canada oppose deepening business ties with
the Chinese government and nearly eightyseven per cent support Canada joining with
the United States, Britain and Australia “to
contain China’s growing power.”
What further complicates the matter
is that hate crimes are incredibly diﬃcult
to prove and even harder to link to a particular propaganda narrative. Many of the

Bill Yee, a retired provincial court judge and a member of BC’s Chinese-Canadian
Community Advisory Committee. Photo from Chinese Canadian Museum

previously mentioned attacks seem to have
been perpetrated by those who are themselves at the margins of society: individuals
who are houseless, have a history of prior
arrests or struggle with mental health issues.
The inaction of the US government during
the pandemic to support millions of newly
unemployed or evicted Americans who also
lost their health insurance has undoubtedly
had a massive impact on petty crime, robberies and random acts of assault. While
the economic recession is a huge trigger for
the rise in crime overall, it could be argued
that having a powerful state and corporate
propaganda machine which scapegoats
a visible minority is what led to Asians
becoming the ideal target. How many more
instances of hateful attacks have occurred
which the media never reported on due to
the tendency of diaspora Asians to underreport racism and crime?
Within the Pew study, it is notable that
among those with unfavourable views of
China, the diﬀerence between Democrats
(sixty-two per cent) and Republicans
(seventy-two per cent) is only ten points.
Anti-China hate is a bipartisan issue. The
only way it diﬀers is how it is manifested.
On the right, people like Republican Marsha
Blackburn rant that Chinese civilisation has
a 5,000-year history of “cheating and stealing” and Republican Senator Tom Cotton
states that all mainland Chinese students
should be banned from the US. Among
centrist and liberal Democrats, it is common
to find allegations of China being akin to
Nazi Germany. They also throw around
wild and unverified allegations of forced
labour, organ harvesting, forced sterilisation
and human experimentation. In Canada,
the New Democratic Party broke from the
norm to join Erin O’Toole’s Conservative
Party in declaring the Uyghur experience
in China a “genocide.” Even the oft-praised
independent journalist Glenn Greenwald
continues to push the Wuhan virology lab
leak conspiracy.

No matter what the accusation from
the centre is, it is always grounded in the
classic bleeding-heart liberal notions of
human rights. This is a liberal, imperialist
tactic that has been weaponised time and
time again including through the doctrine
of Responsibility to Protect and “humanitarian intervention.” But what makes this
situation diﬀerent from those of Iraq and
Afghanistan is that China is a world power
and an economic threat to Western hegemony. As such, Western media presents China
as an oppressive colonial power, no diﬀerent from the British or American empires
(“Neither Washington Nor Beijing”) with
NATO propagandists often projecting the
West’s own imperialist crimes onto China.
Despite the fact that Asians have recently
outpaced Black Americans as the group
facing the greatest income inequality, Chinese
and Asian diaspora continue to be labelled
white-adjacent, privileged, wealthy and
having little experience with oppression.
This is how people convince themselves they
are not being racist when they cast all 1.4
billion people in China and all seven million Chinese diaspora in Canada and the US
as foot soldiers of the Communist Party of
China when they reject western propaganda.
On social media, it has become increasingly commonplace for people who are sceptical of Western anti-China propaganda to
be labelled “wumao,” brainwashed, a spy,
a bot or someone who should be deported.
Only those who hate the Communist Party
of China are telling the “truth,” while everyone else is forced to say nice things with
a gun pointed to their heads. On YouTube
and Twitter, all Chinese state media is blatantly labelled as such. Western state media
like the CBC and BBC – which are literally
funded by their respective governments – do
not on the other hand bear the same label. It
is no wonder that some online commenters
have referred to this as the Chinese Exclusion Act 2.0.
People’s Voice 
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SOCIALIST REVOLUTION AND
WOMEN’S RIGHTS
Jenny Farrell
Alexandra Kollontai, born
150 years ago on 31st March
1872, was an outstanding figure in the Russian communist
movement.
Kollontai’s active political
work began with workers’ evening
classes, through which she became
part of the Political Red Cross, an
organisation supporting political
prisoners. She participated in leafleting and fund-raising campaigns
in support of a mass strike in the
textile industry, an experience that
consolidated her certainty of the
need for proletarian revolution. In
1899 she joined the illegally operating Russian Social Democratic
Labour Party.
In 1905 she began to turn
actively to the women’s question.
Her work The Social Basis of the
Woman Question was the first major
exposition by a Russian Marxist on
the subject. In it she not only advocated the overthrow of the capitalist
system but also explained the need
to restructure the family itself in
order to achieve true emancipation.
Like many Russian socialists,
Kollontai remained neutral during
the split between Bolsheviks and
Mensheviks in 1903. In 1904 she
joined the Bolshevik faction and
gave courses on Marxism for them.
In 1905 she joined Trotsky and in
1906 left the Bolsheviks over the
question of boycotting the elections
to the undemocratically elected
Duma, where she believed it was
nevertheless possible to stand up
for left-wing demands and expose
the government’s machinations.
Between 1900 and 1920 Kollontai was considered the RSDLP’s
leading expert on the “Finnish
question.” She wrote two books
and numerous articles and was an
adviser to RSDLP members in the
Tsarist Duma as well as a liaison
with Finnish revolutionaries. In
1908, when she advocated Finland’s
right to armed insurrection against
the Tsarist Empire, she was forced
into exile.
In 1918 she resigned as commissioner for social aﬀairs in the Soviet
government in protest against the
Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. The treaty
meant the loss of large European
territories, including Finland and
Ukraine, for Soviet Russia. With
this position she opposed Lenin, for
whom peace was a priority.
From the end of 1908 until
1917 Kollontai lived in exile. In the
period before the First World War
she travelled to the United States,
Britain, Denmark, Sweden, Belgium,
and Switzerland. In Germany she
met Liebknecht, Luxemburg, and
Zetkin, whose work on women’s
rights she greatly admired.
Long before the war Kollontai
began to agitate tirelessly against the
threat of war and became involved
in the anti-war movement in Germany and Austria. She was in the
Reichstag when the war credits
were voted for in August 1914.
Devastated, she left Germany for
Sweden, where she was imprisoned
for anti-war propaganda. After her
release, in February 1915, she went
to Norway, where she served as a
link between Switzerland, where
Lenin and the Central Committee
were staying, and Russia.
In June 1915 she broke with the
Mensheviks and oﬃcially joined the
Bolsheviks. In September 1915 she

was centrally involved in the organisation of the Zimmerwald Peace
Conference. Her paper “Who Needs
the War?” (1915) was translated into
several languages and circulated in
millions of copies.
With the outbreak of the February Revolution in 1917 Kollontai
returned to Russia and advocated
a clear policy of non-support for
the provisional government. She
was elected a member of the Central Committee of the Petrograd
Soviet. She continued to agitate
for revolution in Russia and began
her involvement with the Bolshevik
women’s newspaper Rabotnitsa
(Woman Worker), urging the Bolsheviks and the trade unions to pay
more attention to the organising of
women workers.
After the revolution Kollontai was elected commissar for
social affairs in the new Soviet
government. She comments: “In
my opinion the most important
accomplishment of the People’s
Commissariat, however, was the
legal foundation of a Central Oﬃce
for Maternity and Infant Welfare.”
In 1918 Kollontai opposed the
ratification of the Treaty of BrestLitovsk and resigned from the
government so as not to jeopardise
the unity of the Commissariat by
her opposition on such a crucial
question. She remained active as
an agitator and organiser, however,
and played a central role in organising the First All-Russian Congress
of Women Workers and Peasants,
serving in leading posts and in 1919,
together with Inessa Armand and
Nadezhda Krupskaya, founding the
Women’s Committee (Zhenotdel) of
the Communist Party. This directed
its work towards improving the
living conditions of women throughout the Soviet Union, combatting
illiteracy and educating women
about the new marriage, education
and labour laws.
In Soviet Central Asia the
Zhenotdel sought to improve the
lives of Muslim women through
literacy, education, and “unveiling” campaigns. In November 1920
the Zhenotdel also introduced the
legalisation of abortion for the first
time in history.
In 1921 Kollontai came into Alexandra Kollontai Photo: unknown photographer (Public domain)
conflict with the Communist Party
and Lenin directly when she publicly
declared her support for the Workers’ Opposition, a grouping against
party centralism. The group was dissolved, and Kollontai remained in
critical opposition within the party.
In 1922, at her own request,
she entered the Soviet diplomatic
service, first in Norway, then in
Mexico, then again in Norway
and Sweden. She comments: “I set
myself the task of eﬀecting the de
jure recognition of Soviet Russia
and of re-establishing normal trade
relations between the two countries,
which had been broken by the war
and the revolution [. . .]. On 15th
February 1924, Norway in fact recognised the USSR de jure.”
Alexandra Kollontai also acted
as a negotiator of the Finnish-Soviet
peace treaty of 1940 and served the
USSR with great sensitivity. Until
her retirement in 1945, on health
grounds, Kollontai lived abroad as
a diplomat. Thereafter, and until
her death on 9th March 1952, she
served the Soviet Foreign Ministry
as an adviser.
Socialist Voice 

Her work The Social
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NEW MECHANISMS AND POLICIES
NEEDED FOR STATE-OWNED
ENTERPRISES TO GROW
VIETNAM: State-owned enterprises
(SOEs) should have the same rights
and obligations as other enterprises
in the economy. And policy reform is
needed for enterprises to operate in
line with the market mechanism and
make decisions in a proactive and flexible manner like private enterprises.
The performance of SOEs has not seen
marked improvement in recent years and
is not commensurate with their resources
while the restructuring process has been
slower than expected. The reason lies in the
drawbacks in the mechanism and policy for
this economic sector. The concern shared
by many SOEs is the gradual loss of their
position in the market as their growth is
trailing behind private and foreign-invested
enterprises.
Lilama, for example, was a notable player
in the market during the early 2000s as the
general contractor of various hydropower
projects, oil refineries and cement factories.
The company’s annual revenue had reached
over 20 trillion VND (US$875 million) at
times, but the figure has now dropped to 4
trillion VND (US$175 million).
Lilama Chairman Bui Duc Kien explained
that in the later years, there were not as
many projects while the company had also
overdiversified its investments, ranging
from cement to electricity and banking. Such
investments were not productive and Lilama
had to divest and restructure.
Even the SOEs that are dominating the
market are also worried about the road ahead
if the management mechanisms for SOEs is
not reformed.
Viettel General Director Tao Duc Thang
said the largest room for the company is now
investing in start-up companies through venture capital funds, but all of its decisions are
not as quick as those of private enterprises.
When opportunities are available, private
firms only take a month, or even a week, to
sign contracts but it could take SOEs several
months to complete all the procedures. As
a result, SOEs find it very diﬃcult to grow

and are thus becoming smaller than private
companies.
Vietnam Posts and Telecommunications Group (VNPT) Chairman To Anh
Dung shared that the telecommunications
market is facing saturation and revenues of
telecoms firms are going flat or even going
down, so the new space for growth is in digital
transformation. SOEs have not occupied a
significant share in this field.
Amid the lightning-fast development
of the market, VNPT has created a plan to
restructure and asked for the government’s
early approval so that it will have the opportunities to grow faster. Unlike private enterprises, which can invest in anything they
find profitable, SOEs are only allowed to
do what is right and risks are not accepted,
so it is very diﬃcult for them to innovate,
especially in the IT field. Dung is expecting
a new policy so that SOEs can promote their
role in driving the economy, especially during
this diﬃcult period.
The biggest wish of SOE leaders is that
they can operate as normal enterprises,
by giving them the autonomy to do business on the basis of specific development
orientations, tasks and goals. SOEs need
to have clear property rights and should be
monitored and assessed based on the general development goals, rather than specific
projects or activities.
If so, SOEs must be regarded as having
the full rights and obligations like other
enterprises in the economy. Mechanism and
policy reform is needed for SOEs to operate
in accordance with the market mechanisms
and operate in as proactive and flexible a
manner as private enterprises. This requires
separating the function of representing
owners from the function of enterprise
management, thus reducing the intervention of owner representing agencies in the
operation of SOEs that is happening now.
According to Vinatex Chairman Le Tien
Truong, current policy inconsistencies are
undermining the performance and competitiveness of SOEs compared to private and

VNPT headquarters. Photo: Nguyen QuocTrung – Own work, CC BY-SA 4.0,
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=77071149

foreign-invested companies. He said that
all matters must be presented to the owner
for permission and in turn the owner must
seek opinions from the relevant agencies.
Such a process is time consuming and those
who understand the market most are not
allowed to make decisions to seize on the
opportunities.
Aware of such drawbacks, the Ministry
of Planning and Investment has suggested
that ministries, agencies, localities and the
Commission for Management of State Capital
at Enterprises should change their working
methods and not intervene in the business
administration of SOEs.

In addition, it is necessary to implement
synchronous policies on wages aligned with
labour productivity and business performance
of enterprises, link SOE development with
the strategy of economic sector development,
and change the mindset and viewpoint on
equitisation and disinvestment.
Once such measures are carried out,
the development space for SOEs will be
expanded and they will be driven to innovate
and enhance the competitiveness of SOEs.
Nhân Dân the oﬃcial newspaper of the
Communist Party of Vietnam. 

THE NUCLEAR OPTION – WHY POLAND’S
CALL FOR DETERRENCE SPELLS
DANGER FOR EUROPE
Like the remilitarisation of
Germany, Poland’s call on the
United States to base nuclear
weapons on its territory is a
predictable consequence of
Vladimir Putin’s invasion of
Ukraine.
And like the remilitarisation
of Germany, that doesn’t stop it
being a dangerous development
that will heighten the tensions
and reinforce the policies that led
to war, putting Europe at greater
risk of wider conflict.
Jaroslaw Kaczynski, head of
Poland’s ruling Law and Justice
party and often considered the
country’s real leader, oﬀers the
superficially attractive logic of
deterrence.
Russia has attacked one of its
neighbours; Russia would think
twice about doing that if the
victim were nuclear-armed; the
US should deploy more nuclear
missiles to Europe to frighten

Moscow out of any further aggressive moves.
There are two main flaws in this
reasoning and between them they
bring the world closer to nuclear
conflict which, it unfortunately
nowadays needs repeating, is an
eventuality we should be trying
to prevent.
First, massive military buildup on Russia’s borders, oﬃcially
to deter Russian aggression, has
been NATO policy for years.
Aside from the expansion of
NATO itself up to the Russian
border, this has included increased
troop and advanced weaponry
deployments to Poland, Estonia,
Latvia and Lithuania, the deployment of weapons and training to
Ukraine and incorporation of that
country into NATO-led military
exercises such as the vast Exercise
Defender Europe manoeuvres.
Did this deter Russia from
attacking Ukraine? Clearly not.

Did it provoke Russia to attack
Ukraine? Arguably, given Moscow’s repeated protests at the war
games and troop deployments and
expression of “red lines” that were
then crossed.
Russia’s government may be
as dishonest as our own, but even
those who think its fear of NATO
is unreasonable should be able to
recognise that it is real and has
played a part in this crisis.
That does not for a moment
justify Putin’s brutal war, but if the
idea is to deter war, it suggests that
more military muscle-flexing may
not serve the purpose.
The counter-argument is
of course – as always – that we
“didn’t do enough.” By this reading, flooding eastern Europe with
NATO troops and weapons was the
right policy, but should have gone
further, to the point where Russia
would actually be cowed.
The trouble with this brings

us to the second flaw in the logic
of escalation. The only remedy it
has for failure is further escalation.
At each step it becomes harder to
avoid full-scale conflict.
Assuming that the presence
of nuclear weapons will deter war
rests on the idea that the cold war
never got hot because of “mutually
assured destruction.”
But the cold war got very hot for
the millions who died in wars that
the US saw as part of defeating the
Soviet Union at one remove, as in
Korea or Vietnam, and more than
once we came within a whisker of
nuclear Armageddon. Where this
was avoided – as in the Cuban Missile Crisis – it depended on compromise by both sides (in that case
a US withdrawal of missiles from
Turkey in return for the withdrawal
of Soviet missiles from Cuba).
This reality inspired movements
for peace and nuclear disarmament, which raised pressure that

led eventually to the reduction of
nuclear stockpiles.
Now we have gone into reverse,
with Washington having torn up
the Intermediate Nuclear Forces
treaty banning short-range nuclear
warheads in Europe, and multiple powers, including Britain,
increasing their nuclear arsenals
well before the Russian attack on
Ukraine.
More militarism as a response
to Russian aggression is a prescription that ignores longer trends: the
start of the current war against an
existing backdrop of increasing
militarism.
The cause of peace demands
that we resist the new arms race
and recognise the necessity of compromise, rather than stake Europe’s
future in a game of bluﬀ between
the White House and the Kremlin.
Morning Star Editorial 
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CP OF THE RUSSIAN
FEDERATION: THE HEINOUS
PROVOCATION OF BANDERA
NAZIS REQUIRES INVESTIGATION
Statement by the Chairman of
the CPRF Central Committee
A real hysteria has begun in the West
about the alleged “atrocities” of the
Russian army in the city of Bucha
located near Kiev. The victims of the
“atrocities” were allegedly discovered
as soon as our army left the region.
The Russian Federation has declared the
necessity to call an urgent meeting of the UN
Security Council in order to demand that
Ukraine provides evidence. The Defense Ministry of the Russian Federation has already
oﬃcially denied the accusations, stating that
not a single civilian was injured during the
location of Russian military formations in
this city. Pictures of the so-called “murdered”
individuals emerged only four days after the
arrival of the Ukrainian troops down there.
More other facts testifying to the staged
nature of this provocation are available.
As you know, the key line maintained
by the political and military leadership of
Russia is the one aimed at maximum reduction of civilian casualties as well as decrease
in destruction of civilian infrastructure. And

in general, the massacre of civilians is alien
to the Russian/Soviet army.
Even after the invasion of the territory
of Nazi Germany in 1944-1945 and monstrous atrocities committed by fascists in
the USSR, the Red Army troops were given
a strict order to prevent from revenge to
the civilian population. And this order was
rigorously implemented.
On the contrary the Armed Forces of the
United States and other NATO countries
have become famous for terrible reprisals.
Simply recall Hiroshima and Nagasaki, peaceful cities where the United States destroyed
hundreds of thousands of Japanese by using
nuclear weapons. The bloody trail has been
following Americans since Korea, Vietnam,
Yugoslavia, Iraq, Syria, and Libya like a part
of countries where Americans are personally guilty of massacres or committed them
at the hands of their local hires.
Bloody provocations look like the trademark of US imperialism. It’s quite suﬃcient
to recall the “incident in Rachak” in Kosovo,

when thirty-four dead militants of the terrorist KLA were presented as civilians killed
by the Yugoslav military. Later, independent
Finnish experts refuted this statement. But
the job had been already done. The incident in Racak appeared to be justification
of NATO intervention against Yugoslavia.
During seventy-eight days of merciless
bombardment of peaceful cities, thousands
of people were killed or injured, and more
than US$100 billion damage was caused.
It is absolutely clear that the statements
about the “atrocities” of the Russian army are
a part of the information war of the United
States and its allies against Russia used as
a reason to support neo-Nazis. The current
pro-NATO Ukrainian elite is capable of more
than such provocations. The whole world
looks with horror at neo-Nazis in Ukraine
using civilians as live shields.
The capture of several hostages by terrorists in the West is always presented as a
terrible crime. Meanwhile, dozens of cities
and towns have been turned into hostages

in Ukraine, whose residents are not allowed
by local Nazis to leave the areas of hostilities.
The oﬃcial authorities of Ukraine cannot
contribute to the creation of humanitarian
corridors, but aﬀect in every possible way
the departure of citizens from settlements
in combat areas.
In this line, first of all, the tragedy of
Mariupol should be mentioned, where
militants from “Azov” Nazi regiment have
arranged firing points in multi-store buildings, along with prohibition for residents of
these houses to leave the city. This is only
a single, but the most terrible example of
deliberate genocide, to which the “civilised”
West turns a blind eye.
The Communist Party strongly condemns
the heinous joint provocation of Ukrainian
and Western politicians and demands a comprehensive and scrutinised investigation not
staged fakes, but of numerous real crimes of
Bandera Nazis, including the brutal torture
of Russian military. 

PERUVIAN GOVERNMENT DECREES CURFEW
DUE TO VIOLENT PROTESTS
On last Monday night, President Pedro Castillo announced
a curfew in Lima and Callao as
a result of the violent acts that
occurred during the national
strike of cargo carriers.
“The Council of Ministers
approved declaring citizen immobility from 2 AM in the morning until
11:59 PM at night on Tuesday, 5th
April, to protect the fundamental

rights of all people,” he said, warning of the suspension of the constitutional rights related to freedom
and personal security, the inviolability of the home, and the freedom
of assembly and movement.
The curfew does not aﬀect the
mobilisation of people who work
in the provision of health services,
water, sanitation, electricity, fuel,
telecommunications, cleaning,

funeral services, and freight and
merchandise transportation.
However, only the attention of
pharmacies, the work of the duly
accredited press, and the mobilisation for medical emergency care are
allowed. During the curfew, public
and private sector workers perform
only remote work.
The Ombudsman’s Office
asked Castillo to repeal the curfew

immediately, arguing that his decision would cause severe impacts on
the workers of Lima.
The decision of the Executive
branch was made amid a wave of
rumours on social networks about
possible demonstrations and looting in Lima. For a week, carriers
have been carrying out a national
strike in rejection of the increase
in fuel prices.

So far, four people have died
and some twenty citizens have been
arrested due to circumstances arising from the blockades of streets
and highways.
teleSUR 
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MOST RUSSIANS OPTIMISTIC
ABOUT FUTURE, MORE UNITED
AGAINST EXTERNAL SANCTIONS:
EXPERTS
At a time when Western countries
are imposing the toughest sanctions
on Russia, opinion polls suggest that
the number of Russians who are optimistic about the future has incredibly
increased, which, local experts noted,
shows that the character of the Russian people is to be more united while
their country is pressured.
The latest polls show that nearly fifty
per cent of Russians are confident in the
country’s future. At the same time, the
proportion of Russians in support of the
special military operation in Ukraine has
risen sharply, according to a recent Sputnik
News report.
From interviews with everyday Russian
people, the Global Times found that they
hold diﬀerent expectations for the future
under Western sanctions. But most of them
surveyed say they have full confidence in the
unity of the country.
Western sanctions will push for more
independence of Russia from Western
influence and will beef up its self-reliance in
economic and political fields, Oleg Ivanov,
deputy head of the International and
National Security Department, Diplomatic
Academy in Moscow, told the Global Times.
“Now Russia has to develop more of
its own high tech industries that will bring
more benefit to the country and help raise
living standards,” he said.

OPTIMISM SHOWN
IN POLL
According to the Sputnik report on 30th
March, about half of all surveyed Russians
believe that their livelihood will be better
in three to five years. A total of forty-nine
per cent of respondents believe that life will
become “better than now” in the future, as
compared with a mere twenty-five per cent
of respondents in December 2021.
Meanwhile, nineteen per cent of people
believe that “life will not change”; thirteen
per cent believe that it “will probably get
worse,” and eighteen per cent said it was
“hard to answer.”
After the conflict in Ukraine erupted, the
US and its allies imposed a series of tough
sanctions on Russia in almost all fields, but
the confidence for the future among Russians
seems to baﬄe the outside world.
“So far, the sanctions have not aﬀected
my life at all. I will find replacements of those
products inside Russia,” Stas, twenty-seven
years old, told the Global Times. “I do not
fear and believe it will get better.”
“The sanctions have directly aﬀected my
life because my salary is dependent on the

state budget, which is now in trouble due to
the sanctions. But all those problems can be
solved,” Vasily, a 29-year-old civil servant,
told the Global Times. “I will strongly feel
the departure of some Western companies
from Russia as I grew up in Moscow. However, I’m not paying attention to whether
they will return to our country.”
“I am not afraid of further sanctions,
because the strongest sanctions have already
been applied to Russia, causing significant
damage to all the pillar industries and
businesses on which we depend. But the
fact is that they have managed to survive,”
Vasily said.
“Western sanctions against us are
designed to destroy our country. But we
believe that under the leadership of President Putin, we will overcome current difficulties and get rid of the pressure from
the West, and the future of the country will
be better. Russia is a great nation that will
not succumb to external pressure,” said a
Russian netizen.

in the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945,
strengthened this important component
of the historical memory of the Russian
people,” Sergey Biryukov, a professor at
the Siberian Institute of Management in
Novosibirsk of Russia said.
Russians, for the most part, really
understand that an adequate response to
an external threat and military pressure
is the “use of force”, which requires the
concentration of eﬀorts of the whole society, he noted.
His opinion was echoed by Ivanov, who
said, “We are the nation that is ready to
fight both directly and indirectly for our
independence and sovereignty. I think it is
normal for any country to want to shape its
own destiny without outside interference.
Freedom does not come cheap.”
Vasily, the civil servant said that “the
world we were in from 1991 to February
2022 no longer exists, and it will change
rapidly. The post-Soviet model has been
eliminated.”

RUSSIANS
INCREASINGLY UNITED

MIXED
ANTICIPATION

But where does Russians’ optimism
come from during such diﬃcult times?
Some experts noted that most Russians
believe that after Russia launched a special
military operation against Ukraine, Russia’s
national security was further guaranteed.
According to a survey on 5th March, up
to seventy-one per cent of Russians support
“special military operations” in Ukraine.
Meanwhile, people trust President Putin
more. A majority of Russians (seventynine per cent) approve of Putin’s work,
and almost the same number (eighty-one
per cent) expressed trust in him, Sputnik
News reported on 1st April.
Moreover, Russia has a vast territory
and rich resources. There is no problem in
ensuring the most basic needs of the people
are met, though their quality of life might
be aﬀected.
Finally, Russians are a very stressresistant people, and the greater the pressure, the stronger their resilience would
be, experts noted.
Under the sanctions, Russia’s national
character has been best reflected in a critical
moment in history. They were able to unite
with national leaders at a critical moment,
said a Russian socialist.
“In my opinion, Russia has a strong
historical memory associated with participation in wars. Patriotic education and
propaganda over the last decade, associated
with honouring the victory of the people

While interviewing Russian citizens, the
Global Times found that toward the future,
people hold diﬀerent attitudes, with confidence and concern both co-existing.
The image of the future is blurred in the
minds of Russians, while older and middleaged people are more seriously taking into
account their experiences, while the younger
generation have not yet fully realised the
profound changes that will aﬀect their lives,
according to Biryukov.
In a trending video clip on the Russian internet, it is sung that “McDonald’s
is closed, which is good. I don’t have to go
there anymore, I can eat normally now, and
it’s more aﬀordable. You pass by McDonald’s, [and see] oh, it’s closed, that’s fine.
I just go to the grocery to get some yogurt
and bread instead.”
Ruslan, 26, told the Global Times that
“sanctions cannot aﬀect us. We will get
through this. We will be better. Russians
are likely to take over the commercial space
market which was previously occupied by
Western companies.”
Different from such outpouring of
optimism, a Moscow citizen expressed his
concerns.
“Because of the sanctions on Russia,
prices have risen, the ruble has depreciated,
and people’s personal wealth has shrunk.
Unemployment and inflation have remained
high. Life could be more diﬃcult,” he told
the Global Times. His salary has shrunk
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from $2,000 to $950 due to the devaluation of the ruble.
Like many cases in Moscow, Ruslan is
the only source of income in his family. He
is worried that the sanctions will continue
for many years.
Currently, life in Russia under the tough
sanctions is indeed diﬃcult. Recently,
although food prices have remained basically stable under the strong control of
the government, there were shortages of
products including oﬃce stationery and
medicines.
For example, a pack of Svetocopy brand
standard A4 printing paper has risen from
179 rubles ($2.09) to 2,999 rubles. The
prices of some brands of paper have even
increased 20-fold.
It is hard to imagine that a country with
one-fifth of the world’s forest cover is short
of paper. The reason for the shortage is that
foreign countries have stopped exporting
whitening agents to Russia.
In addition, the Russian people are
worried that Western sanctions have led
to drug shortages and price increases, and
some drug prices have been ratcheted up.
Therefore, it is not diﬃcult to understand that some people have concerns about
the future because of continuous shortage
and price increases of daily necessities that
are directly related to ordinary people.
“The Russian economy has the potential
to withstand maximum pressure without
being completely torn apart, but its resilience has its limits and of course the consequences of the sanctions already imposed
by the US and EU will hurt the Russian
economy greatly but cannot entirely destroy
it,” Danil Bochkov, an expert at the Russian International Aﬀairs Council, told the
Global Times.
“Russia has other alternatives in Asia
to divert some of the exports traditionally
sent to the EU, but it will take time and
huge financial resources. So, in the meantime the quality of life in Russia as well as
people’s well-being will most likely feel the
impact of the Western sanctions,” he said.
“Of course Russia has been going
through hard times, because of the sanctions. However, for the past eight years,
Russia has been adapting to a great extent
to them so they will bring more hardship
but will not ruin the country,” Ivanov said.
“What’s more, Russia is not alone in the
world. It has reliable and powerful partners
such as China, and other countries are ready
to lend a hand to help withstand this enormous pressure from the West,” he noted.
Global Times 
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BILLION-DOLLAR DEAL PARTNERS
GOOGLE AND AMAZON IN ISRAELI
OCCUPATION OF PALESTINE
Ramzy Baroud
“We are anonymous because we fear
retaliation.” This text was part of a letter signed by 500 Google employees
last October, in which they decried
their company’s direct support for
the Israeli government and military.
In their letter, the signatories protested
a US$1.2 billion contract between Google,
Amazon Web Services (AWS), and the Israeli
government which provides cloud services
for the Israeli military and government
that “allows for further surveillance of and
unlawful data collection on Palestinians,
and facilitates expansion of Israel’s illegal
settlements on Palestinian land.”
This is called Project Nimbus. The project
was announced in 2018 and went into eﬀect
in May 2021, in the first week of the Israeli
war on besieged Gaza, which killed over
250 Palestinians and wounded many more.
The Google employees were not only disturbed by the fact that, by entering into this
agreement with Israel, their company became
directly involved in the Israeli occupation of
Palestine, but were equally outraged by the
“disturbing pattern of militarisation” that
saw similar contracts by Google, Amazon,
Microsoft, and other tech giants, with the US
military, Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE), and other policing agencies.
In an article published in The Nation
magazine in June, three respected US academics have revealed the financial component of Amazon’s decision to get involved
in such an immoral business, arguing that
such military-linked contracts have “become
a major source of profit for Amazon.” It is
estimated, according to the article, that AWS
alone was responsible for sixty-three per cent
of Amazon’s profits in 2020.
The maxim “people before profit” cannot
be any more appropriate than in the Palestinian context, and neither Google nor Amazon
can claim ignorance. The Israeli occupation
of Palestine has been in place for decades,
and numerous United Nations resolutions
have condemned Israel for its occupation,
colonial expansion, and violence against
Palestinians. If all of that was not enough
to dampen the enthusiasm of Google and
Amazon to engage in projects that specifically aimed at protecting Israel’s “national
security” – read: continued occupation of
Palestine – a damning report by Israel’s
largest human rights group, B’tselem, should
have served as that wake-up call.
B’tselem declared Israel an apartheid
state in January 2021. The international
rights group Human Rights Watch (HRW)
followed suit in April, also denouncing the
Israeli apartheid state. That was only a few
weeks before Project Nimbus was declared.
It was as if Google and Amazon were purposely declaring their support of apartheid.
The fact that the project was signed during
the Israeli war on Gaza speaks volumes
about the two tech giants’ complete disregard of international law, human rights,
and the very freedom of the Palestinian
people. Since then Amnesty International

has also weighed in, declaring Israel to be
an apartheid state.
It gets worse. On 15th March, hundreds
of Google workers signed a petition protesting the firing of one of their colleagues, Ariel
Koren, who was active in generating the
October letter in protest of Project Nimbus.
Koren was the product marketing manager
at Google for Education and has worked for
the company for six years. However, she was
the kind of employee who was not welcomed
by the likes of Google, as the company is now
directly involved with various military and
security projects.
“For me, as a Jewish employee of Google,
I feel a deep sense of intense moral responsibility,” she said in a statement last October.
“When you work in a company, you have the
right to be accountable and responsible for
the way that your labour is actually being
used,” she added.
Google quickly retaliated against that
apparently outrageous statement. The following month, her manager “presented her
with an ultimatum: move to Brazil or lose
her position.” Eventually, she was driven
out of the company.
Koren was not the first Google – or
Amazon – employee to be fired for standing
up for a good cause, nor would, sadly, be the
last. In this age of militarism, surveillance,
unwarranted facial recognition, and censorship, speaking one’s mind and daring to fight

for human rights and other basic freedoms
is no longer an option.
Amazon’s warehouses can be as bad, or
even worse than a typical sweatshop. Last
March, and after a brief denial, Amazon
apologised for forcing its workers to pee in
water bottles – and worse – so that their
managers may fulfil their required quotas.
The apology followed direct evidence provided by the investigative journalism website
The Intercept. However, the company which
stands accused of numerous violations of
worker rights – including its engagement in
“union busting” – is not expected to reverse
course any time soon, especially when so
much profit is at stake.
But profits generated from market
monopoly, mistreatment of workers, or other
misconduct are diﬀerent from profits generated from contributing directly to war crimes
and crimes against humanity. Though human
rights violations should be shunned everywhere, regardless of their contexts, Israel’s
war on the Palestinian people, now with the
direct help of such companies, remains one
of the gravest injustices that continues to
scar the consciousness of humankind. No
amount of Google justification or Amazon
rationalisation can change the fact that they
are facilitating Israeli war crimes in Palestine.
To be more precise, according to The
Nation, the Google-Amazon cloud service
will help Israel expand its illegal Jewish
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settlements by “supporting data for the
Israel Land Authority (ILA), the government agency that manages and allocates
state land.” These settlements, which are
repeatedly condemned by the international
community, are built on Palestinian land
and are directly linked to the ongoing ethnic
cleansing of the Palestinian people.
According to the Israeli newspaper
Haaretz, Project Nimbus is the “most lucrative tender issued by Israel in recent years.”
The project, which has ignited a “secretive
war” involving top Israeli army generals, all
vying for a share in the profit, has also whetted the appetite of many other international
tech companies, all wanting to be part of
Israel’s technology drive, with the ultimate
aim of keeping Palestinians entrapped,
occupied and oppressed.
This is precisely why the Palestinian
boycott movement is absolutely critical as it
targets these international companies, which
are migrating to Israel in search for profits.
Israel, on the contrary, should be boycotted,
not enabled; and sanctioned, not rewarded.
While profit generation is understandably
the main goal of companies like Google and
Amazon, this goal can be achieved without
necessarily requiring the subjugation of a
whole people, who are currently the victims of
the world’s last remaining apartheid regime.
People’s World 
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