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MAY DAY
DEMAND REAL CHANGE
Without strong, militant unions workers are powerless. The trade union
movement has been targeted by successive governments to the point where
industrial action is outlawed with
unions facing heavy penalties through
the enforcement of a battery of antiunion laws – a massive redistribution
has taken place, from wages to profits.
As Australian Council of Trade Unions
Secretary Sally McManus puts it: “Wages
won’t rise if workers don’t have power. Wages
won’t rise unless workers have rights.”
To defend their interests, workers and
their unions must have:
• The unfettered right to take industrial
action;
• Right of entry for union oﬃcials;
• Right to bargain across an industry as
well as in individual workplaces;
• Right to secure well-paid jobs;
• Right to equal pay for work of equal
value;
• Right to a safe workplace;
• Enforcement of workplace rights with
heavy penalties for employer breaches
of those rights.
These penalties should include manslaughter charges where a worker loses
their life to failure of bosses to provide a
safe working environment.
The Australian Building and Construction Commission (ABCC) and the Registered
Organisations Commission (ROC) must be
abolished. The ABCC and ROC are political
weapons of the Coalition government and
employers to wield the power of the state
– the police and the courts – against building and construction workers and maritime
workers and their unions. Their aim is to instil
fear of taking action, criminalise legitimate
trade union activity, and bankrupt unions.
The Morrison government has emphatically announced that it will double the fines
for breaches of these rotten laws in the construction industry against the construction
union. That is $444,000 for the union for
even the most minor breach and to $88,800
for individual workers and union oﬃcials!
We must vote these union-busting, workercrushing bastards out!
The growth of insecure, low paid, insecure jobs has been on the rise. This has
seen “zero-hours contracts”, body hire, “gig
economy” jobs, endless, fixed-term contracts
and the drive to casualisation and part-time
work, undermining full-time and higher paid
employment.
Prices are skyrocketing while public
services are shrinking. The redistribution
from wages to profits accelerated during the
pandemic thanks to the largesse of the government with its handouts to the corporate
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sector; big business made a killing out of
JobKeeper and other corporate handouts.
It is no accident that profits are at record
highs and real wages have been in decline.
It is Coalition government policy to serve
the interests of big business at the expense
of workers and their families.

CRISIS-RIDDEN SYSTEM
Capitalism is a crisis-ridden system which
is failing the people. Decades of neoliberalism
have taken their toll with an ongoing redistribution of wealth in favour of big business and
the rich. Privatisation, deregulation, budget
cuts, tax cuts for the rich and businesses have
hurt working people and social security recipients. Capitalism has also unleashed ongoing
wars with all their brutality, destruction and
environmental pollution.
There is a wage crisis. Living and working
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conditions are in decline. Early childhood
education and care, aged care, health care,
women’s and legal services, the NDIS, housing, the public service, the arts – all are in
crisis. There is a cost-of-living crisis. Leisure
time is but a dream for those working two
or three jobs to put food on the table. There
is a climate crisis weighing on the minds of
the young in particular. The list goes on and
on. Capitalism has failed and continues to
fail the people.
It is clear that working people want
change. They want well paid secure jobs
and aﬀordable public housing. Social security recipients want an income that allows
them to meet their basic needs and live with
dignity. They want an end to all the “mutual
obligations” and jumping through hoops with
a grossly understaﬀed and under-resourced
Centrelink.
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It is immoral and criminal that the government can spend over a trillion dollars
on war preparations, tens of billions on tax
cuts for corporations and the rich, and tens
of billions on subsidising fossil fuels but
“cannot aﬀord” basic services for the people.
This must change.
The climate crisis is real – drought, bush
fires and floods. Fire and other emergency
services need to be fully staﬀed and resourced
for worse is to come.
The driving force behind these crises
is the pursuit of ever larger private profits.
The public sector has been wound back to
provide more profit-generating sources for
capitalists at the expense of people. Real
change is needed.
Continued on page 2
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MORE SUPPORT FOR
TEACHERS NEEDED
While the Morrison government acts as if
the pandemic is for all intents and purposes
over, workers on the frontlines know that this
is far from reality. Teachers are one such group
of workers who, as a result of the pandemic,
experienced some of the roughest conditions.
With COVID-19 infecting thousands of people
a day, students and teachers alike are struggling. In early April, one in five public school
students across NSW were absent from the
classroom. However, despite the drastic decrease in school attendance, schools are still
understaﬀed as teachers are also infected, resulting in teaching staﬀ supervising as many
as three classes at one time. As a result, the
quality of education students receive has been
sub-standard.
Cronulla High School (Sydney) stated in its
newsletter that “The infection and close contacts of the teachers, has, at times, seen our
full-time and casual teachers stretched […].
This has resulted in a small number of senior
classes not being able to be covered. This is
not ideal and it is something we will continue
to try and avoid, but it will remain a challenge
in this current climate.”
Even worse still is that NSW Health Minister
Brad Hazzard states that “at least fifty per cent
of cases” are not being recorded, making it difficult to contain the virus.
NSW is not the only state in the commonwealth having issues in the education sector;
Western Australia also faces similar challenges
with 5,600 staff testing positive in schools
across Western Australia, only five per cent
of the state’s schools have escaped COVID cases
among staﬀ and students. Because of these staﬀ
shortages, one teacher told the ABC that “The
school has had to lean into the goodwill of a lot
of teachers to take up internal relief. They’re
full load already. They’re doing extra work on
top of that.”
Unions are speaking out against the lack
of government support for teachers. The
NSW Teachers’ Federation have called out the
Morrison government’s lack of spending in
public schools. They state that a new report
finds that there is a “$1.35 billion government
funding shortfall for public schools, while private schools are being overfunded to the tune
of $287 million,” adding that this “equates to
public schools missing out on $1,633 per student
every year, while private schools are overfunded
by $647 per student. […] At the moment, Public
schools are only receiving 88 per cent of their
minimum level of funding. Effectively, that
means one in eight kids are not being funded
at all. That is more than 100,000 children.”
Senior vice president Matthew Jarman of
the State School Teachers’ Union of WA stated
that “We need to see an emphasis placed upon
the health and well-being of our teachers and
school leaders otherwise workforce shortages
will be a legacy issue from COVID the community will not want.”
It is important that we fight for better wages
and conditions for teachers. Future generations
depend on quality education and without it all
of us suﬀer. This May Day we must demand
better government support for the education
sector!

CPA MEMBERS
SUPPORT WORKERS
ROBBED BY
PROBUILD AND
FRASERS PROPERTY
Members of the Communist
Party of Australia in Sydney
attended a multi-day picket held by CFMEU workers
demanding the wages they’re
owed by Probuild and Frasers
Property.
After the collapse of multibillion dollar building empire
Probuild, profitable developer
Fraser’s Property left Macquarie
Park workers without work or pay.
Workers from the site are owed $7
million in unpaid entitlements.
Workers and allies picketed
outside the worksite, demanding
the company pay the workers what
they’re owed.
CFMEU State Secretary Darren
Greenfield addressed members,
demanding developers that significantly profit from construction
workers are held to account for
wages and entitlements.
No worker should be left empty-handed after putting in hard
work. 

MAY DAY:
DEMAND REAL CHANGE
Continued from page 1

INCOME
REDISTRIBUTION
A larger percentage of the
wealth created by workers is being
pocketed by the rich and monopoly
corporations than in the past sixty
years and the trend is accelerating.
The percentage of wealth created
by waged workers that flowed to
these workers fell to forty-seven
per cent of GDP in 2019, the lowest
since records began in 1959. In
1975 workers received 57.4 percent
of GDP. That is a transfer out of
workers’ pockets of 10.4 per cent
– a loss of $208 billion or almost
$20,000 annually per worker in
today’s terms. (ACTU Secretary
Sally McManus addressing a Webinar organised by The Australia
Institute)
There is a corresponding
increase in the takings of capital
from less than 16 per cent of GDP
in 1975, to over 26 per cent, taking
it to the highest ever by 2019 – an
increase of 10.2 per cent or $200
billion. (McManus)
The corresponding decline in
wages and rise in profits confirms
what Karl Marx said about the relationship between wages and profits
under capitalism: “We see that,
even if we keep ourselves within
the relation of capital and wagelabour, the interests of capitalists

and the interests of wage-labour
are diametrically opposed to each
other.” (Wage Labour and Capital)
The growth of capital, however
much it might at times improve
the material life of workers, does
not abolish the antagonism and
class struggle between workers
and employers.
Women bear the brunt of this
assault on wages. Women’s average
weekly ordinary full-time earnings
are $1,591.20 compared to men’s
at $1,846.50 per week – a gender
gap of $13,275 per annum. Women
on average work fewer hours of
overtime and are more likely to be
part-time or casual, resulting in an
even larger gender gap. Indigenous
and migrant women are subjected
to the greatest exploitation along
with many visa workers.
The question is: how was this
massive transfer of wealth carried
out.? The answer is three-pronged:
by a massive assault on trade
union rights limiting struggle;
by employers gutting traditional
forms of employment; and by the
ideological war waged by governments and employers to suppress
class consciousness.

WORKERS WANT
CHANGE
The system of capitalism by its
very nature acts in the interests of
bosses against workers and always

will until it is replaced by socialism.
Workers produce the wealth but the
owners of capital control production
and distribution of that wealth. That
does not mean that gains cannot
be won, that workers cannot have
a larger share through struggle
within the capitalist system and
better the lives for their families.
These gains must be wrung out of
bosses and governments.
Despite all the eﬀorts of bosses,
governments, and state machinery, workers have never let up in
their struggles. Witness the recent
actions of transport, construction,
maritime, aged care, healthcare,
education, logistics, and other
workers.
The Communist Party of Australia congratulates Australian
workers on their struggles and
successes on this May Day 2022. As
the title of the book where Mandela
and Castro discuss the struggles
of the South African and Cuban
peoples states: How far we slaves
have come!
As Marx pointed out, it is necessary to not only struggle against
the effects of capitalism but to
simultaneously try to change the
system. (Value, Price and Profit)
Socialism is the only alternative to rapacious capitalism, so join
the Communist Party of Australia
in the struggle for a better future
for all. 
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CPA STATEMENT ON
MAY DAY 2022:
WORKERS DEMAND CHANGE!
Australian and international workers’ struggle is taking the demand for change to the
ruling class who always put the weight of
any crisis back onto the workers and their
families.
The bosses and their governments are pushing
hard to make workers pay.
The Communist Party of Australia stands with
workers in the struggle to defend their rights at
work and to protect safety. In recent disputes
across Australia workers have been locked out by
employers to try and force them into accepting
substandard wages and conditions.
Workers have been taking industrial action
to demand better wages and conditions. This has
happened at a local, state, and national level as
workers realise their collective power.
Rail, maritime, healthcare, education, logistics and other front-line workers are demanding
increases in their wages to even keep pace with the
cost of living. Their essential contribution during
COVID was praised, but not recognised when it
comes to wages and conditions.
Fuel, rent, food and other basic living expenses
have skyrocketed under the Coalition government.
Morrison has confirmed another term will see a
return of the omnibus bill that will further undermine wages and conditions.
Recent extreme weather events have hit Australians hard, yet they were left to fend for themselves
with no commitment and slow and inadequate
responses from Morrison to fund relief. In contrast
it has been easier for the government to commit
tens of millions in lethal military aid to Ukraine,
than provide the much-needed relief to Australian families.
May Day, is the International Day of Solidarity
and unity between the workers of the world in their
continuing militant struggle against the attacks of
the capitalist governments and employers on working people. On this day we stand together in opposing the attacks on our wages, conditions, health,
and safety, and together we stand for a healthier
planet and a better standard of living for all.
Successive Australian governments have eroded
workers’ power by criminalising our right to organise and strike. The attacks have been particularly
harsh against militant workers and unions including construction and maritime workers.

WORKERS DEMAND
REAL CHANGE
After two years of COVID-19 pandemic without leadership or compassion, the spiralling cost
of living, poor employment conditions, and job
insecurity continue as key issues faced by working
people in Australia.
The Morrison government has failed the working class and their families while putting front line
workers at risk. The pandemic demands solidarity
among the people.
Workers need free early childhood education
and care, a living wage and adequate social welfare
support. Workers reject the continuation of past
misery and exploitation by the big end of town.
The CPA condemns the increase in military
spending at the expense of the people of Australia
and their rights to healthcare including dental
care, education, necessary community support,
and housing.
We stand against the AUKUS and QUAD agreements. We stand against the significant profiteering
of the military industries.
The next step on 21st May is that workers must
vote the Coalition government out. Regardless of
which political party is in government workers
must mobilise for the right to strike and organise
without penalty.
We state that the workers must not pay for the
capitalist crisis and debt.
The Communist Party of Australia continues
its campaign for workers’ rights, health and a
Socialist Future.
Long Live May Day 2022!
Long Live Internationalism!
Central Committee Executive
Communist Party of Australia

May Day in Fremantle, Western Australia, May 6, 2018.
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SHAM CARBON PROJECTS HAVE
COST TAXPAYERS $1 BILLION

Photo: John Spencer CC BY-NC 4.0

Eileen Whitehead
The Emissions Reduction Fund
(ERF) has spent more than one
billion dollars of public money
on projects which do not have
a chance in hell of reducing net
emissions. Money-spinning
schemes – called carbon credits – have yielded zilch environmental benefit. Credits for
growing trees already in situ;
credits for operating electricity generators at large landfills
that operated there anyway!
The Clean Energy Regulator
(CER) which administers the ERF is
a disgrace and needs urgent reform.
Professor Andrew Macintosh, a
foremost expert on environmental law and policy and director of
research at the ANU law school,
used to be the chair of a body called
the Emissions Reduction Assurance Committee (ERAC), which
originally advised on the “integrity
standards” relating to projects set
up through the ERF. In his own
words, “the ERF amounts to a fraud
against both the environment and
the taxpayers.” The design of the
scheme has left loopholes which
have been exploited by carbon
traders and some farmers, but the
government has resisted admitting
to them.
He accuses Angus Taylor and

the LNP government of greenwashing. They create millions of carbon
credits “of dubious integrity” which
are then sold to big carbon polluters, such as fossil fuel companies,
who then claim them as oﬀsets
against their emissions.
Hopefully, the Greens will
follow up on their promise to push
for an investigation by the federal
auditor-general.
The bulk of the scam lies in the
functioning of Australian carbon
credit units (ACCUs) which the
government issues through the
ERF, as payments for projects either
avoiding emissions or sequestering
carbon dioxide in trees, soil and
geological formations. ACCUs are
bought back by the CER for approx.
$12 each and sold on through the
Australian carbon market to the
big polluters, meeting mandatory
emission liabilities and to corporations wanting to voluntarily oﬀset
their emissions.
The CER has a budget of $4.5
billion for this and although there
are many various methods by
which ACCUs are generated, three
project types actually account for
seventy-five per cent of the ACCUs
issued under the ERF. These are 1)
avoiding deforestation – not cutting down trees; 2) human-induced
regeneration (HIR) – restocking of
cleared land; and 3) proponents

harvesting methane from large
landfill sites and burning it to create
electricity.
Macintosh sees major flaws in
all three. The NSW government had
issued permits allowing landholders
to clear about five million hectares
before the ERF began operation in
2014. This clearing was physically
impossible but didn’t stop farmers
with no intention of clearing their
land from collecting credits worth
almost $250,000 for doing precisely
nothing. It’s of no benefit in reducing global warming.

HUMAN-INDUCED
REGENERATION
To prevent clearing and
destocking and allow regrowth,
farmers simply moved stock into
areas never previously cleared.
Livestock had little impact on
tree cover, lack of rainfall did. 119
projects in NSW analysed showed
little diﬀerence in forest cover,
yet they received approximately
“8-8.5 million carbon credits.” New
projects to grow new forests by
reducing grazing pressure included
one south of Alice Springs, which is
ridiculous. A recent CER-initiated
report has failed to shed any light on
land management data and needs
further investigation.
On the question of landfill, the

20 largest receive more than half
of all the waste to be buried and
use the methane generated by the
rotting waste to manufacture electricity, for which they accrue approx
20 million ACCUs (seventy per cent
of credits issued). What they do
is admirable but does not explain
why operators are receiving over
$200 million for this. The ERF is
solely there to reward carbon savings which these projects do not
achieve. Macintosh points out the
operators already had generators
working before the scheme began,
saying “Those large projects are
fully financially viable without the
carbon credits.” As chair of the
integrity committee in 2018, he
advised the government likewise,
but Angus Taylor and company
have allowed these projects a further five years of credits. Why, one
asks? And at what enormous cost
to taxpayers? Taylor’s decision to
release ACCU holders from their
contracts to sell them back to the
government (to sell into a secondary market) sees an enormous
transfer of value out of the public
sector to private project developers,
which Oliver Yates (former head
of ARENA) reckons transfers $3,5
billion into private hands.
Mackintosh states that the CER
“currently makes the methods,
staffs the integrity committee,

enforces the methods, and buys
the ACCUs on behalf of the Australia government. It is conflicted
and has too much power and its
functions need to be distributed
to other agencies.” This conflict of
interest has also been exposed by
the Australian Institute.
It is very interesting to see
who are the current members of
the ERAC (all appointed by Taylor
since 2020) – Chair David Byers,
former senior executive at the Minerals Council of Australia, BHP and
the Australian Petroleum Production and Exploration Association;
Brian Fisher, former head of the
Australian Bureau of Agricultural
and Resource Economics and frequent consultant to the fossil fuel
industry; Margaret Thomson, chief
executive of the Cement Industry
Federation, and Allison Hortle, a
petroleum hydrogeologist at the
CSIRO.
These people are responsible for
the integrity of the government’s
key program combatting climate
change and much of their work
involves the polluting industries
which employed them in the past.
Why has so little of government
expenditure gone to projects that
actually reduce emissions? Sounds
like Scott Ludlam and associates
have got it right: it’s a case of State
Capture. 

THE IMPORTANCE AND
HISTORY OF MAY DAY
Floyd Kermode
May Day was chosen as the day for
International Workers’ Day in 1889
by the Marxist International Socialist Congress, in Paris. 1889 is a long
time ago, and Paris is a long way away
from Australia. So why care? Why celebrate May Day?
Paris is indeed a long way away from most
Guardian readers, but Melbourne and Sydney
are a lot closer, and in 1856 stonemasons in
these Australian cities won the eight-hour
day as an industry standard. We started it
(kind of)! In the United States there was a
gigantic strike planned on 1st May 1886 in
support of the eight-hour day. The Congress
of the Second International declared the first
of May International Workers’ Day to mark
the anniversary of that strike.
Back home, Australians initially didn’t
celebrate May Day. We already had the eight

hour day to celebrate – to this day, diﬀerent states have diﬀerent Labour Days. But
in 1891, we had our first May Day protests
as part of the Shearers’ Strike. More than
1300 workers took part, waving the Eureka
Flag and union banners.
Since then, May Day has grown into a
global celebration of workers and their movement, and a reminder of present struggles
for workers’ rights and conditions.
Working conditions in Australia now
are much better in many respects than they
were when May Day was established. In a
large part, this is because of the struggles of
generations of workers who came together,
organised and protested for conditions we
should never take for granted. The struggle
is by no means over. People still die at work
– 29 so far this year, and employers never
stop demanding “flexibility,” that weasle
word also known as “savage cuts,” as far as
wages and conditions go.

Last year, The Guardian – The Workers’
Weekly described May Day as a “display of
class solidarity in opposition to the attacks
by capitalist governments and employers on
working people.” Those attacks continue.
In addition, this year, the Morrison Government which casually spent $5.5 billion on
not getting any submarines from the French,
has committed us to AUKUS, an open-ended
alliance of English-speaking imperialist and
neo-imperialist countries which includes a
blank cheque (starting price $80 billion, end
price who knows?). What does this have to
do with May Day and with workers? For one
thing, these billions will have to come from
somewhere, and neither of our major parties is going to take them from the rich (the
Liberal-national government has introduced
tax cuts which unsurprisingly are aimed
at people on over $200,000 a year, while
the Labor Party, laughably described as
“the only party in Australia that holds itself

accountable to the needs of the working
class” has waved the tax cuts through). The
money for AUKUS will not come from thin
air, and it will not come from the employers.
It will come from workers and the debt will
be used to put pressure on workers’ wages
and conditions.
If there are problems and/or dangers at
your work – that’s why we march on May
Day. None of the good things about your
work – wages, sick leave, holidays, workplace
safety – came without struggle and work from
organised labour. None of the good things
about your work enforce themselves. That’s
why we march on May Day.
Long Live May Day!
Long Live Peace and Socialism! 
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OP-ED: MENTAL HEALTH CRISIS
Peter Wills
Suicide in Australia is the leading cause of death for people
aged between fifteen and forty-four with one in five people
being diagnosed with a mental
illness at some stage of their
life. In 2019, 3,318 Australians
took their lives through suicide
with over 65,000 attempts;
that is nine Australians every
day taking their own lives.
These are preventable deaths
and a result of a lack of government support and funding for mental health services.
While levels of general health
and hospital funding are often
brought up (and politicised)
little is ever said about the
escalating rates of mental illness with little funding and
solutions oﬀered to help alleviate the devastating eﬀects
on families and communities.
The suicide rate amongst
First Nations people is twice
that of their non-Indigenous
counterparts due to the eﬀects
of colonialism, stolens generation, having their land stolen and
misused. Additionally, the remote
health services available to them
are often underfunded and the
continued enforcement of racist
laws and policies – not to mention negative interactions with
law enforcement oﬃcials – have
led to this alarming statistic. As a
result, many First Nations people
with mental illness end up in jail
simply because there is nowhere
else to go. However, jail time only
exacerbates mental health conditions, and people often come out
worse than they were previously.
LGBTQI+ community members
experience significantly higher
rates of suicide than the rest of the
population. The LGBTQI+ community is estimated to experience
up to fourteen times higher rates
of attempted suicide than their
heterosexual peers. Contributing
factors to this appalling statistic
include discrimination, bigotry,
non-acceptance from family and
peers, and the constant need to justify their existence and sexuality to
society. Archaic laws and constant
attacks from right-wing politicians
have left LGBTIQ+ people feeling

lonely, unsafe, and not wanted by
society leading to suicide ideations.
People living outside metropolitan cities in rural areas are twice
as likely to die from suicide than
their city-dwelling counterparts.
Here, males make up seventy-five
per cent of the deaths by suicide. In
very remote locations, the suicide
rate is six times the national average. Structural factors such as little
or no access to mental health services, high unemployment rates, and
ready access to means of self-harm
such as firearms contribute to this
alarming statistic. These factors,
mixed with a lack of mental health
services and support services for
people living in rural areas mean
there is little help for people suffering from mental health issues;
for LGBTQI+ people in rural areas,
the situation is even worse.
When it comes to the elderly,
men over eighty-five are killing

themselves at three times the
national average. This should come
as little surprise to anyone that has
followed the recent inquiry into the
aged care sector. Unrealistic staﬀ
to client ratios, poor pay for workers resulting in a high level of staﬀ
turnover, worker burnout, poor
outcomes for clients, clients being
neglected, which have exacerbated
mental health problems. So has
the lack of access to mental health
services to alleviate the symptoms
and lower this deplorable statistic.
It is estimated that mental
illness and suicide cost Australia
up to $220 billion a year in treatment, caring costs, lost economic
opportunity, and lost productivity,
not to mention the human toll to
families and communities; but why
in a country as rich as Australia
are there so many cases of suicide,
self-harm, and mental illness? The
simple answer is a lack of funding

and support for mental health services. A failure to act by the federal
government has led to needless
deaths and suﬀering. Government
policy like the infamous Robodebt
debacle that claimed over 2,000
lives, unemployed people living on
$46 a day, way below the poverty
line and an industrial relations
system that prioritises company
profits over liveable wages is pushing working class people into debt
and despair.
While some mental illnesses are
inherited genetically most are not.
They are the result of the capitalist system that exploits the poor
working class for corporate profit.
In a capitalist society a person’s
worth is reduced to an economic
unit – what they contribute to the
economy. There is no profit to be
made helping the mentally ill and
few votes to be had. Mental health
treatment is so underfunded that

it is almost completely inaccessible, it can take years to get to see
a public psychiatrist and private
psychiatrists are unaﬀordable for
the poor.
In socialist countries like Cuba
where there are fifteen specialist
mental hospitals and plenty of room
for people that need help, no one
is left behind and ample resources
are committed by the communist
government to ensure that everyone
that needs help gets it. People are
nurtured and given the help they
need because like other socialist
countries all people including the
poor get the mental health support
they need instead of being treated
like an economic unit.
Only a socialist government
in Australia can turn the tide and
save lives because the capitalists
simply don’t care about the poor
working class. 

THE END OF US DOLLAR HEGEMONY
Roland Boer
What is the potential impact on Australia and its workers of the end of US
dollar hegemony? This is not an idle
question, but a reality we face today.
A little history, based on the works of
Marxist economists. Three key terms define
the last century of the US dollar.
First, retreat. The eﬀort to make the US
dollar the global currency was actually a
retreat. Initially, the USA had tried to emulate the British and other European empires
with territorial expansion. This eﬀort in the
early twentieth century failed miserably, so
they tried to make the world reliant on the
US dollar.
Second, crisis. From the beginning, the
US dollar has staggered from one crisis to
another. Many argue that its role has actually
increased global instability. Every crisis saw
yet another wild proposal to rescue the dollar’s role: another war; unilaterally abandoning the gold standard in 1971, financialisation
(and the associated de-industrialisation),
globalisation, unlimited debt, and many

more. Perhaps the only “success” was to
get oil traded in dollars – the “petrodollar.”
Third, decline. By the turn of the 21st
Century, the dollar was running out of steam.
It has been in steady decline since 2000, with
usage in international exchange dropping to
about thirty-seven per cent even less than
the Euro. The stranglehold on oil and gas
has also been in decline.
Signposts of the decline: an obsession
with ever more unilateral sanctions, with
Europe and even Australia becoming addicted
to sanctions; plundering the forex reserves
of whole countries, such as Iran, Venezuela,
Afghanistan, and now trying to do so with
Russia; threatening to refuse to pay money
owed on treasury bonds should countries
make such a request.
All of this has now come to a head with
the unprecedented eﬀort to sanction Russia
– one of the world’s largest and important
economies – out of existence. This feels very
much like a last throw of the dice for the US
dollar. It is still too early to tell what all of
the consequences will be, but it is clear that
most countries in the world now regard the

US dollar, and indeed the troubled Euro, as
unreliable and untrustworthy currencies.
What about Australia? And how will this
aﬀect workers?
Already there is an eﬀort to cling more
closely to the USA and its dollar, as if to prop
it up for a while longer. We can see this with
moves to connect Australia with the US’s
military-industrial system. This may delay
the shock for a little while, especially for
those engaged directly or indirectly in military production. But the conditions of every
other worker will deteriorate even further.
This eﬀort may lead to a major economic
shock as the number of countries relying
on the US dollar shrinks further. Runaway
inflation and recession are already appearing
in Western countries – the fateful stagflation that sets the conditions for a full-blown
depression. Economic shocks aﬀect workers
first and foremost, with high unemployment,
low-paid work if you can get it, and homelessness. For those looking for support in
retirement, the superannuation funds for
workers – which are up to their eyeballs in
US dollars and have only thirty-five per cent

of their funds invested in Australia – may
well be in deep trouble.
There is another option: a break with the
US dollar and engaging with the majority
of the world. The shape of things to come
includes: currency-to-currency exchange as
a norm for an interim period; reserves held
in national currencies and gold; a global
structure underpinned by BRICS (among
other structures), which has more than
forty per cent of the world’s population and
twenty-seven per cent of its landmass; and
many more countries with which to engage.
Obviously, the final option is the least
likely now, although it may become necessary
later – perhaps too late. But if Australia did
take this final approach earlier, it would no
longer be trying to prop up the US dollar and
conditions for workers may be ameliorated.
But only ameliorated: as long as Australia
remains a capitalist country, the benefits
would be very uneven, favouring some and
not others. 
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AMAZON LABOR UNION
BOLSTERS AGAINST
BEZOS BACKLASH
E Lennon
US Amazon workers and union organisers are hard at work on and oﬀ the
clock fighting back against the multi-billion-dollar transnational corporation.
Earlier this April, their eﬀorts culminated in the National Labor Relations Board
(NLRB) recognising the formation of the
Amazon Labor Union (ALU).
Former-warehouse worker, now-President of the union, Chris Smalls says that his
motivation for organising is to secure better
conditions for workers at the company.
“I don’t have a vendetta against Amazon,
they have one against me,” says Smalls.
“My only intention has always been to
make sure that everyone is taken care of
and protected. I grew tired of seeing this
company fail us. I grew tired of seeing good
people come and go.”
Smalls and his fellow founding members Vice President Derrick Palmer, Jordan
Flowers, and Gerald Bryson have led the
ALU through unprecedented, and uncertain territory.
The fight began when the four founding members organised a walkout of the
Staten Island JFK8 Warehouse to protest
the company’s “criminally negligent” and
“fatal COVID-19 policies.” As a result,
they found themselves on the receiving
end of Amazon’s wrath when all were
fired following the action. The NLRB is
suing Amazon because of these wrongful
terminations.
Since this walkout and during the formation of the Amazon Labor Union, Amazon
owner Jeﬀ Bezos and his lapdogs have sought
to break the union apart. At every turn, Smalls
and the union have fought back, exposing the
greedy agenda of the corporation.
“Amazon has spent millions on millions of
dollars trying to stop the ALU,” says Smalls.
“It would take only a fraction of that to pay
every JFK8 worker US$30/hour. It is easy to
see why this has not happened yet. Amazon
has always put profit over people.”
The company has worked to manipulate
the narrative and carry out a slander campaign against Smalls and those unionising.
“Whatever you have heard about me,
I’m writing this so you will know the truth,”
says Smalls.
“Not from the rumours Amazon spreads,
but from me, firsthand. I encourage you to
do your own research, just as Amazon tells
you to.”
Amazon’s very deliberately fabricated
counter-narrative would place Smalls at the
centre of the challenge to their leadership.
In notes from a meeting between highlevel Amazon executives that were leaked
to Vice News, there was agreement that this
strategy to put the spotlight on Smalls would
discredit the move against their company.
“He’s not smart, or articulate, and to
the extent the press wants to focus on us

Amazon security watches worker protest. (Photo: Fibonacci Blue https://flickr.com/photos/44550450@N04/31402426007 CC BY 2.0)

versus him, we will be in a much stronger
PR position than simply explaining for the
umpteenth time how we’re trying to protect
workers,” Amazon General Counsel David
Zapolsky wrote in notes shared widely within
the company.
“We should spend the first part of our
response strongly laying out the case for
why the organiser’s conduct was immoral,
unacceptable, and arguably illegal, in detail,
and only then follow with our usual talking
points about worker safety.
“Make him the most interesting part of
the story, and if possible make him the face
of the entire union/organising movement.”
This common technique that oppressive
forces use to simplify radical and collective
action is indicative of the company’s own fear
following recent events. It is grasping at a
way to destroy and delegitimise the spread
of unionism among its warehouses.
Organising such a major and unprecedented milestone in the United States of
America’s labour movement has meant that
at some points, the organisers have had to
pave the road as they go.
“We’ve done it all as an independent, democratic, worker-led union, with a

shoestring budget of GoFundMe donations,
an improvisational strategy, and a lot of
heart, doing the hard work of learning and
building our capacities as we advance in our
campaign for worker power and dignity.
“We’ve organised a workplace of thousands of workers who reside across the five
boroughs and the tri-state area, without
aﬃliating with any established union. We’re
proving the power of workers to launch, lead,
grow, and win brand new labor unions in
any industry.”
The significance of this work before and
after the workers formed a legitimate union
creates a new template and provides proof
that wins like this can and will continue to
happen as the contradictions of capitalist
economies continue to drive workers to
the brink.
Capitalists, like Jeﬀ Bezos, Elon Musk,
and the entire Walton family do not and
will never care about who they deem to be
but cogs in their money-making machines.
These shameful people who have built their
“empires” on the backs of millions of workers
will always seek to union bust and make an
example of any workers who bite back and
point out these contradictions.

“We’ve met fear with our faith in the
cause,” says Smalls.
“We’ve dispelled confusion with our clear
communication. We’ve overcome distrust
with our solidarity and mutual aid. And
we’ve dismantled futility thinking with our
actions and accomplishments.”
It is scary when stepping into the
unknown and the executives and investors
are sure to make the workers like those at
Amazon feel the weight of this uncertainty.
Chris Smalls, Derrick Palmer, Jordan Flowers, Gerald Bryson and all those who have
made this fight possible know this, but they
know that this fear can be overcome through
their collective strength.
While this isn’t the first attempt to organise Amazon workplaces, it’s the most clearcut exemplar of what gains can be made.
“While we wish the best for our fellow
Amazon workers still fighting to win union
representation in Alabama, we also see in
the contrast of our decisive win and their
contested defeat a clear validation of our independent, worker-led organising approach.
People said it couldn’t be done, especially at
Amazon, but now everybody knows: anything
is possible.” 

Readers of the Australian Marxist Review are notified that issue #72 of the AMR will be published within the
next month, advance orders for it should be placed by emailing info@cpa.org.au.
The AMR editorial board calls for submissions for the next edition #73 of the AMR, as well as subsequent
editions. Articles can be submitted to the AMR in areas of interest for the development of Marxist-Leninist theory
and the working-class struggle in Australia. The editorial board suggests that labour and work, class structure in
Australia, the environmental movement, the national question, developments in the national and global economy,
resisting imperialist war, and fighting for gender and racial equality as possible topics articles advancing MarxistLeninist theory could be written about.
The AMR editorial board has a particular interest in articles that aim to advance the development and building
of the CPA into the leading force of the working-class struggle in Australia.
If you wish to discuss any ideas for articles, to seek advice on writing articles for the AMR or if you have any
suggestions and feedback please provide them to the AMR editorial board and editor by emailing amr@cpa.org.au,
david@cpa.org.au, christian@cpa.org.au, and roland@cpa.org.au. The due date for articles to be considered
to appear in edition #73 of the AMR is Friday 20th May for publication in June.
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FASCISM ON THE RISE:
MACRON AND LE PEN FACE
OFF IN THE 2022 FRENCH
PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
N Stallon
Emmanuel Macron and Marine Le Pen
will once again face oﬀ in the second
round of the French presidential election in a repeat of the 2017 election.
The first round marked an increase in
fascist support in France. While Le Pen’s
23.2 per cent of votes was only an increase
of 1.9 per cent from her 2017 showing, farright competitor Eric Zemmour placed fourth
with 7.1 per cent of votes.
This puts combined far-right support at
30.3 per cent, a 9 per cent increase from 2017.
President Macron once again won the
first round, receiving 27.9 per cent. Close
behind Le Pen in third place with 22 per
cent of the vote was the left-wing, anti-NATO
Eurosceptic Jean-Luc Mélenchon.
The 2022 election saw a further destruction of the traditional parties of the French
left and right. After receiving 20 per cent
of the vote in 2017, the mainstream centreright party Les Républicains collapsed to
fifth place with only 4.8 per cent of votes.
Importantly, candidates with less than
five per cent support do not have their campaign costs reimbursed by the French state.
This comes after the 2017 election saw the
demise of the long-time centre-left opposition Socialist Party (PS), essentially splitting
in two with the right under Macron and the
left under Mélenchon.
This trend continued, with Mayor of Paris
and Socialist Party candidate Anne Hidalgo
coming in a dismal 10th place with only 1.8
per cent of the vote.
This in turn created history, with French
Communist Party (PCF) leader Fabien Roussel beating the Socialist Party for the first
time in history, coming in 8th with 2.3 per
cent of votes. This was the first time the PCF

contested the election since 2007 when it
won 1.93 per cent of the vote.
Environmentalism also saw an increase
in support, with Yannick Jadot from Europe
Ecology – The Greens coming in 6th place
with 4.6 per cent of votes.
French voters are rapidly abandoning
the traditional political mainstream. While
much of this support has filtered to the farright, much of it has made its way to antiestablishment leftist Mélenchon and his
France Unbowed movement.
A former Trotsykist and long-time
Socialist Party politician, Mélenchon quit
the PS in 2008 to form a broad left group
supported by the French Communist Party
until this election.
Mélenchon calls for the creation of a new,
more democratic constitution and the founding of a new 6th French Republic. Proposals
include electing parliament by proportional
representation, allowing citizens to initiate
legislation and referendums, allowing citizens
to recall politicians, and abolishing special
powers that allow the French executive to pass
legislation without parliamentary approval.
In addition, Mélenchon supports France
leaving NATO and reforming EU Treaties to
allow France to enact left-Keynesian economic reforms.
However, the French left’s inability to
centre around a sole-candidate has likely cost
them a shot at contesting the second round.
With polls predicting a far-narrower
contest between Macron and Le Pen than in
2017, it is clear that neoliberal “centrism” is
doing little to prevent the growth of fascism.
In fact, it demonstrates clearly the failure
of bourgeois politics, radicalising society
both leftwards and rightwards.
In order to prevent fascism, the left must
organise and combat it. 

Marine Le Pen. (Photo: Emmanuel d’Aubignosc – CC BY 3.0)

CUBA: WITH INEXHAUSTIBLE PATRIOTIC
LOVE AND CREATIVE IMPULSE:
LET’S GO ALL OUT!
Leidys Maria Labrador Herrera
We do not say it, history does:
when the Cuban people, making
use of their will and their fortitude, undertake a goal, they do
not cease in their eﬀorts until
they achieve it.
As the heart is the engine that
drives us, and the love for this Cuban
land fuels our strength and ignites
the creativity and talent necessary to
build our dreams, there has not been
an obstacle capable of stopping the
avalanche that detonates unity.
That is why the incredulous can
believe it, the ill-intentioned can save
their pessimistic assessments, and
those paid from the North to stage
the theatrical play of the end of the
Revolution can save their circus; if
we say that “we are going all out,” it is
because we certainly have the fullest
conviction to do so.
We have plenty of reasons, well
defined by the First Secretary of the

Central Committee of the Party and
President of the Republic, Miguel
Díaz-Canel Bermúdez, in his Twitter account: “If it is about Cuba, its
welfare, its struggle for life, its future
and the future of all its children, we
are going all out.”
And yes, at the front, impetuous,
firm in their ideals, capable and dignified, is the youth. Also, the success of
this phrase, born from the new generations, depends on their initiative and
their desire to do everything necessary
for Cuba. A phrase the country coins
now, with the unchanging drive to face
the adverse times, the enemy hatred
that stalks us, the pandemic scars.
Our wall opens to the heart of
the friend, to the one who is ready to
help with sincere solidarity. It closes
to those who, hypocritically, cry out
SOS Cuba, with their dagger raised
high to stick it in the back of those
who embrace the determination to
move forward, to create, to overcome.
We have immense challenges

before our eyes, but none of them
surpasses us. The road traveled so far
has taught us that the stars are not
reached by flat roads, and that our
sun has spots, but also an immense
and overwhelming light that envelops with warmth the daily life of this
heroic island.
Absurd media campaigns and
crude manipulations of the reality we
live in are not enough to demotivate
this people. All those eﬀorts smell of
failure from afar, because the people
make their decisions based on their
lived history, of what they never
renounce by conviction, and we have
both things to spare.
We are going all out, yes, and we
are going united, because that is our
greatest strength. Those who expect to
see us stagnant and tired may end up
just like that, because, in the homeland
of Martí, of Fidel, of Raúl, in the land
of fearless independence warriors and
worthy rebels, it is simply impossible.
Granma 
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CP OF PAKISTAN: STATEMENT ON
CURRENT SITUATION
IN PAKISTAN
The new setup in Pakistan has been
established with the democratic parliamentary facade that has brought an
unceremonious end to the Imran government. But the political crisis is far
from over. The Shehbaz government
has announced the paltry – but elusive – sum of RS 25000 (AU$183) as
the minimum wage for the labourers.
This delusional increase pales before
the unbridled inflation that the average citizen of Pakistan faces on a daily
basis. Even those with average earnings
of RS 50,000 per month (AU$366) find
it hard to make both ends meet in the
face of sky-rocketing price hike of the
daily commodities. In these circumstances, the soaring inflation is impossible to control, much less to arrest
its rising tide. To implement the wage
policy in Pakistan is the dream that
has never come true; even the organisations under government control or
semi-governmental ones have defied
its implementation. For these blatant
violations and delaying tactics their
owners and bosses have never been
taken to task in the absence of eﬀective labour laws. Only an organised
struggle by the working and labour
class can lead to the minimum wage
compliance in letter and spirit.
The economy of the country has been
surrendered to the IMF as Pakistan is under
the siege of gnawing crises. How can such a
situation allow the hope of a slightest relief
to the common man? The economic crisis
has always generated a domino eﬀect. It
has engendered political turmoil and consequently their cumulative eﬀect gives birth
to the state in crisis.
After the meeting of the Politburo of CPof
Pakistan (CPP) which saw through threadbare
and candid discussion on the current situation in Pakistan, Party Secretary General,
Imdad Kazi, issued a communiqué to the
press that conflict among the elements of
the ruling class has brought the country to
the precipice of anarchy and resultant disintegration under the dictates and strategic
planning of the global imperialists. The military generals have turned the country into a
client and hanger-on state which has forfeited
its sovereignty. These Generals have reaped
its dividend in the form of family riches,

industrial empires with luxurious life style
in Europe and America. The sacred politics
of public service and selfless politicians with
the vision of statesmen – whose sole aim is
to work for the progress and prosperity of
the people – have never been allowed to take
root and develop. They have been brutally
tortured to death in the forts of Kuli, Attock
and others. Those who survived the torture
and persecution have been rendered mentally
paralysed and incapacitated. The rest have
been forced to live in exile abroad. Even the
sword of civil-military Establishment has
fallen on the neck of its protégés who dared
to assert themselves one way or the other.
The ban on student unions has closed
the process of throwing up experienced and
popular political leadership and workers.
This has ensued the conditions wherein the
mentee of the establishment Imran Khan
by default has capitalised on the conflict
among the inmates of the GHQ and has
risen in rebellion against the “in-power”
section of the Security Establishment. Imran
is banking on the consciousness imparted
by the leftist forces against Western and
American Imperialism and utilising the antiimperialist sentiments up to the hilt to his
benefit. Though while in power, he handed
the management of important financial and
economic organisations and institutions to
the unelected Pakistani-American citizens
instead of elected representatives who played
havoc with the economy of the country. The
consequential eﬀect was the landing of the
country into the debt-trap of the IMF and to
remain so, for many many decades to come,
has become a real possibility.
The conflict generated by the appointment of new Chief of Army Staﬀ has lost the
government to Imran Khan and now he is on
the tidal wave of widespread anti-American
sentiments of the Pakistani populace.
The CPP is of the considered opinion that
due to indescribable economic conditions of
the country, the ruling class has been placed
in the quandary of lack of finances to support their life of extravaganza and luxury
which situation has impelled them to be at
another’s throat for grabs. Here the public
welfare and emolument are not to be seen.
The masses better not expect any good from
these plunderers and bootleggers belonging
to the political and apolitical ruling elite. They
are not the stuﬀ to bring comfort and ease

Zadi, with her son Tahir, Sindh, Pakistan. (Photo: DFID/Vicki Francis CC BY 2.0)

in the life of a common man. They cannot
resolve their longstanding issues of joblessness and inflation. To expect that these ruling
capitalists and exploitative forces will put
them on the path of progress and prosperity
is nothing but asking for the moon, as the
time-honoured proverb goes. This is high
time that the masses realise that politics are
class based and the political parties are but
the class representatives of diﬀerent classes of
shade and colour. The parliamentary parties
are as such the representative parties of the
aristocrats, feudal lords, owners of manors,
chieftains, bankers and capitalists. Such
groups can go to any length of meanness and
brutality to get into corridors of power. The
clique of generals with the passage of time
has evolved into a class in its own right. All
these classes and groups pay lip-service to
popular issues and problems to hoodwink
masses into voting in their favour at polls.
These circumstances leave us with no
option but to rise up in revolution against
all these exploitative forces. Only a revolution can lead us to build Socialism and bring
the rule of the working class and masses.
Only Socialism can give a true welfare state

with free education, health facilities and no
one without a job. In the Socialist state the
resources of the country are used for the
betterment and development of its people,
not armament and brinkmanship.
The Communist Party of Pakistan
extends its appeal to the workers, peasants,
women, students and masses in general to
rally around at the platform of those parties which are their genuine mouthpiece
and representative and are real fighting
machines against the oppressive properties
and capitalist classes and have been struggling
against them for decades. The leadership and
workers of the CPP have been struggling and
fighting hard for the inalienable rights of
the underprivileged and downtrodden sections of the society. The saga of their class
struggle is that of torture, oppression, trials
and tribulations and life of suppression and
misery in the secret dungeons of torture
centres which spans over seventy years. The
emancipation of the have-nots lies in rejection of the agents of the imperialists, looters
and despotic dictators and embracing of the
class struggle against them. 
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PROPOSALS FOR PUBLIC BANKS
MOVE FORWARD IN
SEVERAL US STATES
Ken Bank
For too long a handful of corporate banks have controlled the financial destiny of
the overwhelming majority
of Americans. Throughout
American history, a commercial oligarchy was responsible
for feeding corporate greed
and when markets collapsed
from too much debt and not
enough resources to adequately fund it, countless millions
of workers and their families
paid the price for other people’s folly and suﬀered disastrous consequences.
In recent years there have
been severe recessions, collapsing
financial markets, and subsequent
government bailouts of corporate
banks, protecting the interests
of stockholders at the expense of
depositors and helpless debtors.
There are alternatives to corporate banking though there are
very few available to consumers.
The traditional savings, or
building and loans, prominently
featured in the Christmas classic
It’s A Wonderful Life, are being
swallowed up and taken over by
larger corporate banks as a direct
result of banking deregulation in
the 1980s.
Recently there have been proposals in various states to authorise
the creation of state-owned banks.
There is already one state-owned
bank in North Dakota that has been
in existence for nearly a century
and has been very successful in
providing loans and other means
of financial support to small farmers and business owners, as well as
consumers.
The Governor of New Jersey,
Phil Murphy, has also proposed
a state-owned bank and made
it part of his campaign platform
when he ran for governor in 2017.
In 2018 a bill to establish such a
bank was introduced in the state
legislature, and in 2019 Murphy
signed an executive order creating
a commission, known as the Public
Bank Implementation Board, to
provide exact details on how the
bank would be established.
That same year California Governor Gavin Newsom signed into
law the Public Banking Act which
empowers county and municipal
governments to establish their own
community owned banks, and last

year the New York Public Banking
Act was introduced in the New
York State Assembly, and the State
Senate. Unfortunately, the recent
pandemic and fierce opposition
from corporate banking and business interests have delayed and
frustrated attempts to proceed with
successfully establishing publicly
owned banks.
Despite setbacks, efforts to
create publicly-owned banks have
moved forward. Following his
election victory for a second term,
Phil Murphy reiterated his commitment to creating a state-owned
bank in New Jersey. He cited the
pandemic and its financial impact
on consumers, small businesses,
and local communities as even
greater justification for moving
forward to create a state-owned
bank. Just as the state-owned Bank
of North Dakota was established
to provide relief for farmers and
small businesses aﬀected by the
severe financial impact of the Great
Depression, a state-owned bank in
New Jersey can provide the same
services to those financially injured
by the pandemic.
The New Jersey Public Bank
Implementation Board has held virtual meetings during the pandemic
to focus on four areas of concern:
small businesses, student loans,
local infrastructure, and aﬀordable housing. On January 24 the
first in a series of public hearings,
sponsored by the New Jersey Work
Environment Council, was held and
included testimony from labour,
community leaders and organisers,
students, environmental activists,
and small business owners about
the need for and advantages of
a public bank for New Jersey.
However, there have been delays
in implementing legislation, both
logistical and political, so the
framework for establishing a public
bank in New Jersey will likely not
be available for at least two years.
There has also been some
recent progress in California by
local communities to take advantage of California’s public banking
law allowing local government and
municipalities to establish their own
public banks. On 15th June 2021
the San Francisco Board Of Supervisors unanimously approved an
ordinance establishing a Working
Group to study various proposals
and means for establishing a municipal bank and submit a plan for
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approval by the Supervisors which
would then be forwarded to the
California Department Of Financial
Protection And Innovation.
There are other towns, cities,
and counties in California moving
forward to establish their own
public banks in accordance with
California law. The first step in
establishing a public bank is a viability study, and led by Santa Cruz
County several other counties are
interested in pursuing that option
as well. Last Spring the City of Los
Angeles Economic Development
and Jobs Committee approved a
motion to establish a municipal
bank. The measure now has to
go before the full City Council to
approve the measure so that it can
be implemented.
Other states are beginning
to explore the possibilities and
advantages of public banking.
Last year the New York Public
Banking Act was introduced in the
New York State Senate (S.1762.A)
and Assembly (A.8290). The bill
has the backing of more than 150
groups and organisations promoting economic justice and community reinvestment, who have
signed an open letter addressed
to the leadership of the New York
State Assembly and State Senate.
Many members of the New York
Senate and Assembly have publicly
announced they will support this
bill. Supporters of public banking
in New York, including state, local
and community-owned banks,
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cite the example of numerous
state-owned, public banks in other
countries around the world that
have been successful in generating
significant revenues for economically disadvantaged communities
and families. They also point to
the tremendous success of the only
state-owned bank in the US, the
Bank Of North Dakota, which is
the model for a state-owned public
banking system.
More reasons to support public
banking include the community
reinvestment of large funds that
have been made available to state
and local communities as a result
of post-pandemic federal support
and subsidy of numerous programs
and projects to benefit those most
affected by the pandemic. The
federal government has provided
almost a trillion dollars to states
and local communities to assist
with recovery eﬀorts. Community
activists have been urging the creation of public banks in several states
to make sure that post-pandemic
funds are reinvested in local communities assuring that residents
who are most in need receive the
financial support that they are
entitled to and that government
funding is not used by corporate
banks and large businesses simply
to increase their profits.
Another issue in favour of
public banks is the facilitation of
revenues deposited from the sale
of cannabis products. Current federal law prohibits the use of banks

to transact business related to the
distribution and sale of cannabis
products. There are several proposals in Congress to address the issue
of cannabis regulation to enable
banks that want to provide financial
services to the cannabis industry.
However, there is widespread and
intense opposition to any reform
from entrenched interests opposed
to any kind of legal form of cannabis
sale and usage. Once the issue of
federal regulation has been resolved
it would be easier for public banks
to service accounts related to the
cannabis industry than it would be
for corporate banks, which have to
answer to shareholders and commercial interests.
The last few years have seen
increased momentum and support
for the formation of public banks.
Several states have already initiated
legislative proposals to provide for
state-owned banks, such as New
Jersey, or enable local communities
and municipalities, as in California,
to establish their own community
banks to serve the financial needs
of their residents who otherwise
might not have access to services
provided by corporate financial
entities. With stimulus from postpandemic spending as well as the
cannabis industry, the next few
years should see even more impetus for public banks to join the
century-old, firmly, and successfully
established Bank Of North Dakota.
People’s World 
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NOW IS THE TIME FOR
NON-ALIGNMENT AND PEACE
Roger McKenzie and Vijay Prashad
War is an ugly part of the human experience. Everything about it is hideous.
War is most obviously the act of invasion and the brutality that goes along
with its operations. No war is precise;
every war hurts civilians. Each act of
bombardment sends a neurological
shudder through a society.
World War II demonstrated this ugliness
in the Holocaust and in the atomic bombing
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki.
From Hiroshima and the Holocaust rose
two mighty movements, one for peace and
against the perils of further nuclear attacks,
and the other for an end to the divisions of
humanity and for a non-alignment from
these divisions.
The Stockholm Appeal of 1950, signed
by 300 million people, called for an absolute
ban on nuclear weapons.
Five years later, twenty-nine countries
from Africa and Asia, representing fifty-four
per cent of the world’s population, gathered
in Bandung, Indonesia, to sign a 10-point
pledge against war and for the “promotion
of mutual interests and co-operation.”
The Bandung Spirit was for peace and for
non-alignment, for the peoples of the world
to put their eﬀorts into building a process
to eradicate history’s burdens (illiteracy, illhealth, hunger) by using their social wealth.
Why spend money on nuclear weapons
when money should be spent on classrooms
and hospitals?
Despite the major gains of many of the
new nations that had emerged out of colonialism, the overwhelming force of the older
colonial powers prevented the Bandung Spirit
from defining human history.
Instead, the civilisation of war prevailed.
This civilisation of war is revealed in the massive waste of human wealth in the production of armed forces – suﬃcient to destroy
hundreds of planets – and the use of those
armed forces as a first resort to settle disputes.
Since the 1950s, the battlefield of these
ambitions has not been in Europe or in
North America, but rather in Africa, Asia,
and Latin America – areas of the world
where old colonial sensibilities believe that
human life is less important.
This international division of humanity
– which says that a war in Yemen is normal,
whereas a war in Ukraine is horrific – defines
our time.
There are forty wars taking place across
the globe; there needs to be political will to
fight to end each of these, not just those that
are taking place within Europe.
The Ukrainian flag is ubiquitous in the
West; what are the colours of the Yemeni flag,
of the Sahrawi flag, and of the Somali flag?

RETURN TO PEACE,
RETURN TO
NON-ALIGNMENT
We are overwhelmed these days with
certainties that seem less and less real. As
Russia’s war in Ukraine continues, there is
a baﬄing view that negotiations are futile.
This view circulates even when reasonable people agree that all wars must end in
negotiations.

If that is the case, then why not call for
an immediate ceasefire and build the trust
necessary for negotiations?
Negotiations are only feasible if there is
respect on all sides, and if there is an attempt
to understand that all sides in a military
conflict have reasons.
To wit; to paint this war as the whims of
Russian President Vladimir Putin is part of
the exercise of permanent war.
Security guarantees for Ukraine are necessary; but so too are security guarantees for
Russia, which would include a return to a
serious international arms control regime.
Peace does not come merely because we
wish for it. It requires a fight in the trenches
of ideas and institutions.
The political forces in power profit
from war, and so they clothe themselves in
machismo to better represent the arms dealers who want more war, not less.
These people in the blue suits of bureaucracy are not to be trusted with the world’s
future. They fail us when it comes to the
climate catastrophe; they fail us when it
comes to the pandemic; they fail us when it
comes to peacemaking.

We need to summon up the old spirits
of peace and non-alignment and bring these
to life inside mass movements that are the
only hope of this planet.
It is not merely sentimental to reach
back to the past to breathe life into the NonAligned Movement of today.
Already the contradictions of the present
have raised the spectre of non-alignment
in parts of Africa, Asia and Latin America.
Most of these countries voted against the
condemnation of Russia not because they
support Russia’s war in Ukraine, but rather
because they recognise that polarisation is
a fatal error.
What is needed is an alternative to
the two-camp world of the cold war. That
is the reason why many of the leaders of
these countries – from China’s Xi Jinping to India’s Narendra Modi to South
Africa’s Cyril Ramaphosa – have called,
despite their very different political orientations, for a departure from the “cold
war mentality.”
They are already walking toward a new
non-aligned platform. It is this actual movement of history that provokes us to reflect on
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a return to the concepts of non-alignment
and peace.
Nobody wants to imagine the full implications of the encirclement of China and
Russia by the United States and its allies.
Even countries that are closely allied with
the United States – such as Germany and
Japan – recognise that if a new iron curtain
descends around China and Russia, it would
be fatal for their own countries.
Already, the war and sanctions have
created serious political crises in Honduras, Pakistan, Peru and Sri Lanka, with
others to follow as food and fuel prices rise
astronomically.
War is too expensive for the poorer
nations. Spending for war is eating into the
human spirit, and warfare itself increases
people’s general sense of despair.
The warmakers are idealists. Their wars
do not settle the major dilemmas of humanity.
The ideas of non-alignment and peace, on
the other hand, are realistic; their framework
has answers to the children who want to eat
and to learn, to play and to dream.
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