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Housing crisis 
in the capital

Loss of trust in gov’t and 
public institutions

What does the election 
mean for workers?

Trotskyism: Counter-
Revolution in Disguise

Anna Pha

After nine years of corrupt, anti-peo-
ple, climate deniers in offi  ce, the newly 
elected Albanese Labor government 
faces many challenges. Expectations 
of real change are high, and Labor 
has made a number of commitments 
for progressive reforms. If they are 
to see the light of day, it will require 
extensive campaigning and pressure 
from outside of Parliament – feet on 
the ground and in the streets.

Crises grow on almost every front – 
climate, wages, housing, pensions, public 
services, health, the NDIS, aged care, public 
infrastructure, fuel, energy, declining real 
wages, job insecurity, rising infl ation, and 
more.

The Coalition’s horrendous legacy looms 
large – no one is unaff ected by those years 
of one of the most appalling governments 
on record. People are seeking government 
leadership and planning. They are sick of 
the anarchy of the private sector and gov-
ernments that abandon their responsibility 
to govern for the people.

The following are some aspects of that 
legacy and their alternative.

CLIMATE CHANGE
LEGACY: Denial and inaction – failure 

to adopt mitigation and adaptation meas-
ures; failure to set targets for greenhouse gas 
emissions based on the science; failure to 
assist victims of climate change experienc-
ing fl oods, bushfi res, and drought; failure to 
develop renewable energy sources; pushing 
for the expansion of the fossil fuel sector; 
pouring billions of dollars into fossil fuel 
subsidies; and withdrawal from the inter-
national Global Climate Fund and abject 
failure to respond to the plight of sinking 
Pacifi c islands and its own Torres Strait 
Island people.

ALTERNATIVE: Net zero emissions 
by 2030; no new fossil fuel mines; rapid 
phasing out of fossil fuels; a just transi-
tion to renewables with no worker worse 
off ; subsidies for community, job-creating 
regional and rural renewable infrastructure 
including large batteries; subsidised electric 
vehicles and network of charging stations; and 
extensive measures to protect the environ-
ment, native fl ora and fauna and the Great 
Barrier Reef. Above all planning, no leaving 
it to “markets forces”.

INTEGRITY
LEGACY: Rorting of billions of dol-

lars; no accountability; no transparency or 
requirement to behave ethically; handing 
out fi st-fulls of taxpayer money to dubi-
ous outfi ts and individuals with Coalition 

connections or for political gain without 
even going to tender.

ALTERNATIVE: An ICAC with sharp 
teeth and powers of Royal Commission to lay 
charges; unenforceable codes and guidelines 
for conduct replaced by regulations carrying 
hefty penalties for serious breaches.

INCOMES
LEGACY: Reduced and stagnating wages 

that are falling behind rising infl ation; grow-
ing gender wage gap; super exploitation of 
casual, visa, and Indigenous workers; wage 
theft and gig economy on the rise; bosses 
not paying workers’ entitlements such as 
superannuation or annual leave; loss of 
penalty rates.

ALTERNATIVE: Minimum wage of 
$25 per hour; equal pay for same work or 
work of equal value; strong regulation and 
enforcement of minimum wages and casual 
loadings; full restoration of penalty rates; 
making wage theft a criminal off ence with 
jail terms.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS
LEGACY: Increased deregulation of 

labour market; non-enforcement of workplace 
safety laws; growth of casual employment, 
body hire, and the “gig” economy; the Aus-
tralian Building and Construction Commis-
sion (ABCC) and Registered Organisations 

Commission (ROC); rise in the number of 
workplace deaths and serious injuries

ALTERNATIVE: Secure work; shorter 
working day on same pay; legislated right 
to strike; removal of restrictions on right 
of entry; industry bargaining; abolition of 
the ABCC and ROC and repeal of all other 
anti-union, anti-worker laws; paid union 
leave; and workplace deaths and serious 
injuries made a criminal off ence punishable 
by jail terms.

JOBS
LEGACY: Further decline of manufac-

turing sector; unprepared for a pandemic; 
promotion of job growth in war-mongering 
“defence” industries; staffi  ng shortages in 
tertiary education, health, education, aged 
care, NDIS, and public service; wastage 
of billions of dollars on contracting out to 
private sector enhancing the profi ts of its 
mates and donors.

ALTERNATIVE: Creation of secure 
well-paid jobs by developing a manufacturing 
sector including a merchant shipping fl eet, 
trains, electric buses, pharmaceuticals, and 
renewable energy projects; and adequately 
staffi  ng the public service.

Continued on page 3
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NEW COALITION LEADERS SEEK TO “SOFTEN” IMAGE, 
BUT THEIR PAST BETRAYS THEM

Guardian
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“Peter Dutton has […] a soft heart. 
Australian voters will be very surprised by 
the Peter Dutton they will see.” These were 
the words of former employment minis-
ter Stuart Robert before he entered the 
Liberal Party meeting room last Monday 
morning ahead of the leadership contest 
where Dutton was elected unopposed.

Robert’s words were a deliberate at-
tempt to paint Dutton as the opposite of his 
predecessor, former Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison. Morrison developed (rightfully 
so) a reputation for being smug, uncaring, 
selfi sh, and out of touch. While Morrison’s 
words and actions, such as taking trips to 
Hawaii during the Black Summer bush-
fi res, betrayed him, his own colleagues 
rarely had nice things to say about him. 
It is hard to forget the words of soon-to-
be former NSW Liberal Senator Concetta 
Fierravanti-Wells who qualifi ed Morrison 
as “unfi t for offi  ce”, an “autocrat”, and a 
“bully” with “no moral compass”.

However, the lengths at which Liberal 
politicians are going to describe Dutton 
as “misunderstood” aren’t just to dis-
tance him from Morrison; Dutton has 
earned a reputation of being – as Western 
Australian Premier Mark McGowan noted 
– “an extremist” all on his own. 

A small list of incredibly insensitive 
(to put it mildly) things Dutton has said 
and done include: stoking fear about 
“African gangs” in Melbourne; accusing 
his Labor opponent Ali France during the 
2019 Federal election of “using her dis-
ability as an excuse” for not having moved 
to the marginal seat of Dickson; Qualify 
Lebanese immigrant under the Fraser 
government as a mistake; Promote spe-
cial visas for white South African farmers 
while overseeing a program of indefi nite 
off shore detention of asylum seekers and 
refugees that featured a high number of 
suicides. So numerous are these inci-
dents that at the 2019 Australian Federal 
Election News Corp ran in The Sunday 
Mail the now-infamous “ ‘he’s no monster’” 
headline where Dutton’s wife – Kirilly 
Dutton – spoke about her husband’s hu-
man side.

Dutton is aware of the image problem 
he suff ers too. Upon his election as the 
new Liberal Leader, Dutton immediately 
acknowledged that he made a mistake in 

boycotting the Stolen Generations apology, 
with the weak excuse that “at the time I 
believed that the apology should be given 
when the problems were resolved. And the 
problems are not resolved.”

However, Dutton couldn’t help himself 
defend some of the decisions he made by 
doing what he knows best: stoking fear 
in the Australian public. Speaking of his 
role as home affairs minister, Dutton 
claimed he was “ultimately able to cancel 
the visas of […] just over 6000 criminals.” 
Further stating that he “deport [people] 
from our country” who “had committed 
sexual off ences against women and chil-
dren, committed murder, serious criminal 
acts.” These claims should not be taken 
at face value. Everyone should challenge 
the veracity of these statements as Dutton 
has a reputation for revealing informa-
tion such as Chinese boats and refugees 
coming to our shores at what appears to 
be incredibly opportune times. 

While Dutton himself has an im-
age to repair from his twenty years in 
Parliament, the Liberal Party is attempt-
ing to undo all the ill-will it generated in 
its near-decade in government. Here, the 
election of Sussan Ley as deputy Liberal 
leader is a gesture indicating the party’s 
commitment to taking women’s rights seri-
ously. Speaking to the media, Ley stated 
that:

“We know that we didn’t receive the 
support of all women at the last election, 
and my message to the women of Australia 
is we hear you. […] We’re listening. We’re 
talking. And we are determined to earn 
back your trust and your faith.”

Noting that the above rhetoric is wel-
comed, history indicates that voters should 
be cautious about messaging the Liberal 
Party has when it comes to the concerns 
of women. While Ley has gone on the 
record to promote the idea of affi  rmative 
action within her party, she can hardly be 
said to be listening to voters. As Minister 
for the Environment, Ley approved three 
coalmine extensions in the space of a 
month last year. Additionally, according to 
Michael West Media “Ley rejected the pro-
posed Asian Renewable Energy Hub […], 
which would see the fi rst steps to estab-
lishing a Green Hydrogen manufacturing 
industry in Western Australia” designating 

“the project ‘clearly unacceptable.’ ” It is 
also important to remind readers that Ley 
stood down as Health Minister in 2017 over 
misuse of taxpayer-funded entitlements 
which included a trip to the US for which 
she charged taxpayers more than $10,000 
per day. Given that independents won seats 
off  the Liberals because of their policy 
platforms on climate and corruption, it 
will be interesting to see where Ley votes 
when proposals for climate action and a 
federal ICAC come before parliament.

The Liberals weren’t the only party 
electing new leadership. The Nationals 
– the Liberal’s Coalition partner – oust-
ed Barnaby Joyce in favour of David 
Littleproud. In rejecting Joyce, Littleproud 
has stated that the key to winning elec-
tions wasn’t by “lurching left or lurching 
right” but by “being in the sensible centre.” 
Littleproud’s proof of this, indicated to re-
porters, was the National’s commitment to 
net zero by 2050. However, readers should 
also remember Littleproud’s words in 
2019 when, as natural disasters minister, 
he stated that he didn’t “know if climate 
change is manmade” with there being 
“extremes from both sides” of the debate 
and ridiculously claiming that Australians 
have been “adapting to a changing climate 
since we fi rst settled this country.”

Whether or not the Coalition, now 
in opposition, will, in Dutton’s words, 
target “forgotten Australians in the sub-
urbs” remains to be seen. Dutton further 
stated that “I want our country to support 
aspiration and reward hard work, [and] 
take proper care of those Australians 
who, short term or long term, can’t take 
care of themselves.” It is an interesting if 
revealing strategy. While Dutton may be 
attempting to soften his personal image, it 
is not refl ected in his immediate strategic 
rhetoric. The Liberals hemorrhaged seats, 
most notably in Sydney and Melbourne’s 
affl  uent areas where “socially conscious” 
wealthy voters wanted immediate action 
on climate change. By appealing to “the 
suburbs”, it appears that Dutton may soon 
enough continue the culture wars of his 
predecessor, attacking marginal ALP 
seats. While the future is unclear, history 
is revealing, and we must not forget the 
past as we move into the future, or we run 
the risk of repeating the last nine years.
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Every year, the Edelman Foundation 
publishes a “Trust Barometer.” The 
survey typically covers 25-28 countries, 
and deals with a number of categories, 
such as government, public institutions, 
news media, business, and – in the last 
couple of years – health services. As 
background, the Edelman Foundation 
is a rather typical US outfi t, founded 
as a small company in 1952 in Chica-
go. Since that time, it has grown into a 
foundation with offi  ces in a number of 
countries. Its core concern is to provide 
survey data for business and – more 
recently – government. If anything, this 
makes the survey even more interest-
ing, as we will see. In what follows, I 
will present some of the key statistics 
and raise a few questions.

Let us see what the survey indicates in 
Australia for for levels of trust in govern-
ment and public institutions over last six 
years, from 2017 to 2022. The percentages 
for Australia per year are: 2017 – forty-two 
per cent, 2018 – forty per cent, 2019 – forty-
eight per cent, 2020 – forty-seven per cent, 
2021 – fi fty-nine per cent, and 2022 – fi fty-
three per cent. When a distinction is made 
between the general population and the 
“informed” population, the latter group is 

even more lacking in trust.
Given the general trend, 2021 is obviously 

a statistical anomaly in Australia. The mod-
erately hopeful might suggest that there has 
been a modest increase since 2017, but this 
misses the clear point: trust in government 
and public institutions is at an atrocious 
level. On average, more citizens in Australia 
distrust government and public institutions.

What about the comparisons? Australia 
does better than the USA and UK, which now 
register in the thirty per cent range, but this 
is not a great achievement by any standards. 
In fact, western countries almost uniformly 
score near or below fi fty per cent. Developing 
countries fare much better in terms of trust 
in government and public institutions. The 
top four are usually China, India, Indonesia 
and the United Arab Emirates. In 2017 and 
2018, they were scoring in the high 60s and 
low 70s. By 2020, one or two began to hit 
the eighty per cent range, and in 2022 one 
country – China – scored ninety-one per 
cent. In these cases, the informed public has 
even higher trust.

Two other statistics should be mentioned. 
First, in 2022, the following statement was 
rated: “My family and I will be better off  
in fi ve years time.” In Australia, only forty 
per cent could agree with this statement. In 
fact, all “developed” countries had similar 
if not lower scores. Second, the statement 

“capitalism as it exists today does more harm 
than good in the world” had for the countries 
surveyed fi fty-two per cent in agreement. 
Given that half of the countries surveyed 
have “developed” capitalist systems, this is 
not an insignifi cant statistic.

These statistics raise a host of questions 
that can only be signalled here. What would 
happen in Australia if voting in elections was 
not compulsory? Does the failed neoliberal 
project from 1978 to 2008 and its mantra 
of “small government” play a role in the 

notable decline of trust in countries like 
Australia? Does the lack of trust provide 
fertile ground for Anarchist tendencies? Is 
the decline part of a larger reality, with real 
stagnation, decline, and fragmentation in 
capitalist economies since the 1970s, and 
thus the decline and breakdown of capitalist 
political systems? To answer these and more 
questions would require a more detailed 
study, but there may well be potential for 
communists to gain more traction in light 
of these developments. 

Australia

LOSS OF TRUST IN GOVERNMENT 
AND PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS 

IN AUSTRALIA
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HEALTH
LEGACY: Health costs have 

rocketed; primary health care 
neglected; regional and rural com-
munities without a GP; uncapped 
fees of specialists denying access 
for many; shortage of mental health 
services; long hospital waiting lists; 
and bulk billing undermined by 
freezing of doctors’ rebates.

ALTERNATIVE: A national-
ised health care system including 
dental; emphasis on quality primary 
health care, prevention and early 
detection; funded centrally through 
progressive taxation system; univer-
sal access free at point of delivery; 
an expanded Pharmaceutical Ben-
efi ts Scheme; increased funding to 
regional, rural and remote areas.

EDUCATION
LEGACY: Bloated budget for 

private schools; public schools 
starved of funds; TAFE gutted 
with funding redirected to private 
sector; thousands of jobs lost in 
universities; failure to attract teach-
ers due to poor working conditions 
and low pay.

ALTERNATIVE: The provi-
sion of free, universal, and secular 
public education for all children 
from pre-school to tertiary levels; 
a massive increase in funding for 
public education; smaller class 
sizes; better resources; and increase 
in support staff .

CHILDCARE
LEGACY: Critical shortage 

of early childhood education and 
care places; unaff ordable for many 
families; poor working conditions 
and low wages resulting in staff  
shortages.

ALTERNATIVE: Free early 

childhood education and care 
(highly successful during pan-
demic); centres owned and run by 
public sector; well resourced; higher 
pay and better working conditions; 
and centres located in communities 
where there is need.

NDIS
LEGACY: Adversarial system 

putting participants and applicants 
through considerable stress and 
trauma fi ghting for funding; huge 
wastage on contracting out to for-
profi t private sector; all too often 
poor service delivery with many 
service providers lacking necessary 
skills or training.

ALTERNATIVE: Nationalised 
scheme; centred around people’s 
needs and aims; fully funded from 
central revenue; people with dis-
ability involved in management 
of scheme.

AGED CARE
LEGACY: A system in crisis; 

abuse of residents and malnour-
ishment; understaff ed and under-
resourced; low pay and poor 
working conditions; inadequately 
regulated; failure to implement 
recommendations of Royal Com-
mission; and private sector siphon-
ing off  profi ts.

ALTERNATIVE: Nationalised 
aged care system; fully funded; 
regulated and enforced staffi  ng 
ratios, registered nurse always 
present; pay increase and improved 
working conditions; and implemen-
tation of other Royal Commission 
recommendations.

HOUSING
LEGACY: Housing crisis; 

rental unaff ordable for those on 
low to middle incomes; housing 
shortage; thousands of homeless 

people; privatisation of public hous-
ing stock; housing as a commodity 
for investment; and houses left 
deliberately empty for tax breaks.

ALTERNATIVE: Housing as a 
human right; construction of public 
housing with additional benefi t of 
job creation; abolish negative gear-
ing to discourage private investors; 
increase rent assistance for social 
security recipients and others on 
low incomes; and require superan-
nuation funds to invest in public 
housing construction.

PUBLIC SERVICE
LEGACY: Huge staff  short-

ages; decline in services; staffi  ng 
caps encouraging departments to 
enter into deals with contractors 
and labour hire outfi ts ($2.7 billion 
worth contracts signed since July 
2021); casualisation of workforce; 
and pay frozen or increases below 
rising cost of living.

ALTERNATIVE: End con-
tracting out and casualisation creat-
ing permanent positions; increase 
staffi  ng levels to meet needs; and 
improve working conditions and 
increase pay.

INDIGENOUS 
RIGHTS

LEGACY: Deaths in custody 
on the rise; increase in number of 
children being separated from their 
families; ongoing exploitation and 
neglect of communities; poverty 
causing chronic health conditions; 
theft of land and destruction of 
culture continues; mining corpora-
tions destroying cultural heritage; 
the Intervention in the Northern 
Territory; and cashless debit card.

ALTERNATIVE: Recogni-
tion sovereignty has never been 
ceded; provision of services to 

communities; control over own 
aff airs; give eff ect to demands for 
justice, land rights, treaties, and 
truth telling processes; implement 
Deaths in Custody Royal Com-
mission recommendations; and 
improve housing, health, education 
and other basic services to remote 
communities.

ASYLUM SEEKERS
LEGACY: Barbaric system of 

indefi nite incarceration of people 
coming to our shores seeking 
assistance; children subjected to 
physical and sexual abuse; and 
turning boats back sending people 
to uncertain futures.

ALTERNATIVE: End this 
system that amounts to torture; 
recognise legality and human rights 
of asylum seekers; assist to settle 
in community following security 
clearance.

WOMEN
LEGACY: Gender wage gap 

widened; women still concentrated 
in low-paid “women’s work”; high 
cost of early childhood education 
and care means that women on low 
wages gain little fi nancial benefi t 
from their employment; domestic 
violence on the rise; funding cut to 
women’s services.

ALTERNATIVE: Recognition 
of skills and qualifi cations of low-
paid work such as caring profes-
sions with appropriate increases 
in pay; domestic violence leave; 
free early childhood education and 
care; and provision of services and 
accommodation for women expe-
riencing domestic violence.

PEACE
LEGACY: Bloated military 

budget; $100 billion plus commit-
ted to nuclear-powered submarines; 

arms build-up with focus on stra-
tegic weapons; increased presence 
of US military; aggressive stance 
towards People’s Republic of China; 
and creating regional tensions.

ALTERNATIVE: Cancel sub-
marines and weapons contracts; 
slash war budget; approach other 
nations on basis of mutual respect, 
friendship, non-interference; and 
recognition of independence and 
sovereignty of other nations.

ABC
LEGACY: White-anted the 

ABC with ongoing funding cuts 
and job losses; drove ABC to the 
right in fear of further cuts; made 
political appointments to Board.

ALTERNATIVE: Fully restore 
and increase ABC funding; spill the 
board; appoint new members with 
skills and experience.

BUDGET MEASURES
LEGACY: Ongoing cuts to 

spending on social services; failure 
to increase incomes of social secu-
rity recipients and public servants; 
wastage of billions on contracting 
out and privatisation; legislation 
of tens of billions of dollars in 
corporate tax cuts; and tax cuts 
for the rich.

ALTERNATIVE: Increase 
funding to public sector; increase 
public servants’ salaries and social 
security payments; cancel nuclear-
powered submarines and other 
military spending; end corporate 
welfare; nationalise strategic indus-
tries and government services.

If you agree with the above 
alternatives, or some of them, 
you might like to consider join-
ing the CPA or just fi nd out more 
about us. For more information: 
cpa.org.au. 
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During the past 20 years of 
Labor and Labor-Green Terri-
tory government, Canberra has 
developed a reputation as “one 
of the most progressive cities 
in Australia” but participants 
in the city’s rental market 
would describe it as anything 
but. Housing aff ordability has 
become the key issue in many 
residents’ lives, particularly 
those in fi nancially precari-
ous situations like pensioners, 
students and those receiving 
working age social security 
payments. The 2021 Domain 
Rental Report found that the 
ACT has the highest rents in 
the entire country, with the 
median weekly rent sitting at 
$630 for houses and $500 for 
units, exceeding the national 
average by more than $150 per 
week. Similarly, Anglicare Aus-
tralia’s 2021 Rental Aff ordabil-
ity Snapshot found that those 
on working age social security 
(JobSeeker, Youth Allowance, 
Disability Support Pension) 
could not aff ord any of the 
1,002 private rental properties 
listed at the time. For many 
of the city’s largely transient 
population of public servants 
and students of the four major 
universities, living in Canber-
ra has become unaff ordable.

Canberra, a city once built 

almost entirely on public housing, 
now has one of the lowest levels of 
public housing in the entire coun-
try, it makes up only 6.7 per cent 
of residential dwellings as of 2020. 
This situation is part of a longer 
trend in the ACT, with the number 
of public housing units decreasing 
by 874 during the 2011-2020 period 
while the territory population grew 
by 63,000. According to the ACT 
Council of Social Services, the ACT 
is now more than 3,100 public 
housing properties short, with this 
shortage only set to increase due to 
the Territory government’s unwill-
ingness to expand public housing. 
The “progressive” Labor-Green 
coalition has allocated more than 
$500 million to the Public Hous-
ing Renewal Program in successive 
budgets, yet none of this funding 
has been used to increase the share 
of public housing. The Territory 
government has instead used the 
lion’s share of this funding on the 
relocation of conveniently situated 
public housing developments to the 
outskirts of the city, leaving many 
without access to community serv-
ices and public transport.

Further compounding the city’s 
rental aff ordability and public hous-
ing crisis is the relatively recent 
2019 decision of the Territory 
government to entirely cut funding 
to the Tenant’s Union ACT. The 
Tenant’s Union formerly received 

funding from the ACT govern-
ment to provide legal support and 
resources to tenants in their strug-
gles with landlords. This funding 
was removed by the incumbent 
Labor-Green government and 
given to Legal Aid, a service that 
provides legal advice on a range 
of issues to territory residents but 
without a specifi c focus on ten-
ants’ rights and achieving housing 
aff ordability. The Tenant’s Union 
continues to operate as a volunteer 
service but with no funding and no 
paid staff , unable to provide legal 
support and representation to 
those who need it. In a statement 
the Tenant’s Union revealed that 
it “is very concerned that there is 
no longer funding for monitoring 
the needs and issues for renters in 
the ACT, for developing policy and 
responses to those issues”. 

If the situation in the ACT 
shows anything to Territory resi-
dents, and the broader Australian 
public, it is that even with so called 
“progressive” leadership under the 
ALP and Greens the government is 
unwilling to act on the issues that 
concern the everyday Australian. 
For real change to be made (the 
kind which sees housing as a human 
right and available to all) workers 
must organise and struggle for a 
better future. 

Canberra Bungalows. Photo: Stilgherrian fl ickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

HOUSING CRISIS IN THE CAPITAL

Hedge fund shark George Soros’ speech to the World Economic 
Forum in Davos last week was essentially an anti-communist diatribe, 
seeing communism correctly as a threat to his system of exploitation 
and plunder. Soros made his call-to-arms to representatives of the 
global moneybags even as the main contradiction in the world – 
between imperialism and socialism – plays itself out amid the turmoil 
of the deepening capitalist crisis. As he told the assembly: “I became 
engaged in what I call political philanthropy in the 1980s, a time 
when a large part of the world languished under Communist rule. I 
established one foundation after another in rapid succession in what 
was the Soviet empire. The effort turned out to be more successful 
than I expected. Those were exciting days. They also coincided with a 
period of personal fi nancial success ...” Soros, whose known wealth is 
$8 billion, is also noted for his 1992 $1 billion profi t grab in the space 
of one day, from short-selling the British pound.

Voters of Chinese heritage rejected the government at the ballot box, 
with nine of ten electorates in Victoria with the largest Mandarin-
speaking population recording swings against the Liberal Party. 
Erin Chew of Asian Australian Alliance said Chinese voters had had 
enough of the Coalition government’s “us versus them” offensive. 
“Asking if you are part of team Australia or are you part of China? Are 
you on China’s side?”, said Chew. She recalled then Defence Minister 
Peter Dutton in April beating the war drums in reference to China and 
expressed concern that such remarks are incitement to racist attacks. 
Said Dutton: “The only way that you can preserve peace is to prepare 
for war and to be strong as a country, not to cower, not to be on 
bended knee and be weak”. I give you ... the new leader of the Liberal 
Party!

The shocking COVID-19 crisis in aged care is the consequence of 
policy to privatise the system by the former Howard government. At 
the time of the Whitlam government in the early 1970s the aged care 
model was mainly comprised of non-profi t community-based, local 
councils and involving the churches. It continued along these lines 
until the Howard government privatised and changed it to a majority 
for-profi t operation (including big, listed companies), all with federal 
taxpayer subsidies. Some church groups also took to making profi ts in 
aged care accommodation to fund other operations.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: The reluctant announcement by Anthony 
Albanese that Labor would support a 5.1 per cent pay rise for the 
lowest paid – an increase of $1 an hour – brought a snarl and a cry-
poor from the likes of the Business Council of Australia: if you want to 
make a parasite jump, poke it with a pay rise.
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The Australian Labor Party is on track 
to win seventy-seven seats in the House 
of Representatives, securing majori-
ty government for the fi rst time since 
2010, under Prime Minister Anthony 
Albanese. While the Liberals have had 
a near-catastrophic collapse, the ALP 
received a low primary vote and even 
lost two seats in an election marked 
by a record rejection of the two-party 
system. Voters want change. Work-
ers are facing a crisis after a lost dec-
ade under Coalition rule. Wages have 
stagnated, workplace and union rights 
have been attacked, work is increas-
ingly insecure, and living costs have 
exploded. But struggle doesn’t end at 
the ballot box. Workers need to take 
to the streets, organise and continue 
to fi ght for our rights. Only through 
united struggle can we make ourselves 
heard and win what we deserve.

The Communist Party of Australia Logis-
tics and Manufacturing Branch Calls For:
• The unrestricted right to strike, 

unrestricted right of entry for union 
offi  cials

• A 35-hour work week without loss of 
pay, forty per cent increase to minimum 
wage

• The right to bargain across an entire 
industry 

• Union negotiated collective industry 
agreements in every workplace

• Pay equality for all regardless of gender 
or visa status

• Rights for workplace union 
representatives

• Full employment and the right to secure 
jobs with full entitlements

• Criminalise wage theft
• Union representatives on company 

boards elected by the workers
• Support and advance Australia’s 

manufacturing industry
• End unjust automation, retrain and 

provide new secure jobs for workers 
• Nationalise key sectors of the economy
• Abolition of TAFE and university fees, 

increase public school funding
• A more democratic political system 

elected by proportional representation
• An Indigenous voice to parliament
• An Integrity Commission with teeth, 

media reform

• Increase Medicare funding, expand PBS, 
free dental care

• Strong action on climate change
• Substantial increases in public housing 

stock, rent controls for private
• Nationalise public transport and toll 

roads, expand public transport
• Independent and peaceful foreign 

policy, quit AUKUS and ANZUS

THE NEW LABOR 
GOVERNMENT

Prime Minister Albanese’s Labor govern-
ment ran on a Liberal-lite platform of mini-
mal change. While we welcome the booting 
of the corrupt Coalition, the ALP cannot be 
trusted to carry out progressive reforms 
without pressure from the organised work-
ing class. Workers need to get organised and 
take to the streets. Only through continued 
struggle can workers hold Labor to account 
and win reforms.

THE “NEW” 
LIBERAL PARTY

The Liberal Party has been deservedly 
rejected. Not only did they lose seats to 
Labor, but six blue-ribbon seats fell to teal 

independents. The blatant corruption, sexism, 
and climate denialism has proved too much 
for even the Liberal Party’s traditional base. 
Yet the Liberals have moved even further to 
the right, electing far-right Peter Dutton as 
leader. Despite blatant media attempts to 
rehabilitate his image, don’t be fooled. We 
need to keep the Coalition out of politics 
for good! 

THE FAR-RIGHT
One Nation and United Australia’s com-

bined vote of nine per cent is concerning. 
While neither picked up any seats in the 
House, One Nation secured a seat giving it 
two. We need to combat the growth of far-
right politics before it’s too late. Fascists 
need to be kicked out of parliament for good!

THE NEW AUSTRALIAN 
PARLIAMENT

After a record 31.2 per cent of voters gave 
non-major parties their fi rst preference, the 
new parliament is set to have a crossbench 
of sixteen members. Progressives are set to 
have a majority in the Senate, with Labor, the 
Greens, and David Pocock able to pass bills 
without right-wing obstruction. The success 
of the Greens in Brisbane and the Senate is a 

positive development and shows that Labor 
cannot continue to take the Left for granted. 
The two-party system is undemocratic. We 
need to push for a new system that better 
represents the people’s demand for change. 

OUR INDUSTRY AND THE 
GOVERNMENT

We need serious reforms. We need to 
give power back to our unions after decades 
of attacks. We need better pay, secure work, 
functioning social services, and aff ordable 
housing. We need to invest in Australian 
industry, fi ght against unjust automation, 
and bring manufacturing back to Australia. 
We need urgent climate action. But we can’t 
forget the limits of electoral politics. Reforms 
cannot be won through parliament alone. 
We need to build and strengthen the mass 
movement in workplaces and on the streets. 
We need to make ourselves heard through 
grassroots campaigning and direct action. 
Most importantly, we need to fi ght for a 
new system that truly represents workers’ 
interests! 

WHAT DOES THE ELECTION MEAN 
FOR WORKERS?

CPA Logistics and Manufacturing branch article

CATHOLIC SCHOOL STAFF 
STRIKE FOR BETTER EDUCATION

Australian Unions
Francis Leach 

Teaching is a challenging and 
rewarding job, but for the 
fi rst time since 2004, union 
members in Catholic schools 
stopped work for a full day to 
attend rallies and marches.

In NSW and the ACT, it has 
become next to impossible for many 
teachers to keep operating under 
their current conditions, according 
to Independent Education Union 
NSW/ACT (IEU) secretary Mark 
Northam.

“When you’re a primary school 
teacher and you’re standing in the 
doorway between two rooms, that’s 
not teaching and learning, that’s 
monitoring and supervision,” he 
said.

“We had a member the other 
day responsible for sixty-six stu-
dents, which is turning back the 
clock. So whilst they take pride in 
keeping the schools operational, 
it takes an enormous impact and 
a great toll on their health and 
wellbeing.”

“I think they’re just feeling as 
though they’re not appreciated and 
that the government and Catholic 
employers are simply not under-
standing the situation,” Northam 
told On the Job.

Last Friday, IEU members took 
industrial action in NSW and the 
ACT in support of their demands 
for better pay and conditions. The 
IEU represents 32,000 teachers 
and support staff across NSW 
and the ACT. With a budget due 

on 21st June from the Perrottet 
government, the heat is on for the 
2.5 per cent cap on pay increases 
for teachers in the state – which 
has been in place since 2011 – to 
be lifted.

“We call on all eleven Catho-
lic dioceses to make a realistic 
pay off er to teachers to meet our 
claim of a ten per cent to fi fteen 
per cent increase over two years,” 
Northam said.

Northam emphasised that 
the industrial action taken by his 
members was about the future of 
education.

“Teachers and support staff  
are dedicated professionals who 
rarely take industrial action but 
uncompetitive salaries, unsustain-
able workloads and crippling staff  

shortages have pushed them beyond 
their limits.”

“I think that one of the key 
issues for our members as teach-
ers and support staff  is just that if 
you’re coming out of university with 
$100,000 HECS bill – and you look 
at the salary scales for that four or 
fi ve year degree with comparable 
degrees – the top of the pay scale 
is just simply not attracting people 
into the profession,” he said.

“The other key issue is the real-
ity that the time which is allocated 
to teachers on a weekly basis, when 
they’re not in front of a class has to 
be increased. The many demands 
upon teachers all demand time”.

“The current model under-
pinning how schools operate is a 
couple of generations old. The way 

that work is organised in schools 
needs updating and this union 
would like to be part of that fi x up,” 
Northam said.

Mark Northam deemed the 
industrial action a great success 
and pointed out that the lack of 
teachers in the school system was 
driving those that remained to 
breaking point.

“There’s been a thirty per cent 
drop in the number of students that 
are moving into teacher education. 
Therefore, the teacher supply pipe-
line has been enormously dimin-
ished,” he said.

“Whilst that problem used to 
exist west of the Great Dividing 
Range, it’s now through coastal New 
South Wales, through the metro-
politan area, and in the ACT.” 
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INTERVIEW WITH SKP LEADER 
ANDREAS SÖRENSEN ON 

NATO AND SWEDEN
EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is a 
reproduction of an interview with 
Communist Party of Sweden (SKP) 
General Secretary Andreas Sörensen 
(AS) which appeared in the Turkish 
left-wing newspaper Evrensel and was 
reprinted on the International Meeting of 
Communist and Workers’ Parties website 
– www.solidnet.org. 

EVRENSEL: What is your approach 
to Sweden’s (and Finland if you’d like 
to comment also) NATO membership 
process? Why are you against it?

AS: As communists, we oppose the 
strengthening of every imperialist alliance. 
This applies to NATO as well, in particular 
as it is the strongest imperialist alliance in 
the contemporary world.

The reasons for our opposition are many.
First of all, the process represents a great 

threat to the peoples in the Nordic and Baltic 
regions, because the military attention of the 
competitors of the Swedish bourgeoisie will 
be more clearly directed against us.

Secondly, a membership will mean that 
young people in our own land will face greater 
risks being sent abroad to defend the interests 
of the Swedish bourgeoisie in particular and 
the common interests of the bourgeoisies of 
the member states in general.

Thirdly, this represents a strengthening 
of the position of the Swedish bourgeoisie in 
the imperialist system. The Swedish bour-
geoisie is small but active, with great interests 
abroad. Amidst sharpening contradictions 
within the imperialist system, it is necessary 
for them to take greater steps in securing 
these interests.

EVRENSEL: Why does the social 
democrat government, which was 
once against NATO, now want this 
membership? Do they have under-
standable reasons?

AS: We understand economic reality 
as the primary motor behind politics. In 
2021, the congress of the Social Democrats 
affi  rmed that “neutrality has served us well” 
and that Sweden “will not become a member 
of NATO”. One year later, they are the driv-
ing force behind the membership process. 
This is a refl ection of rapid developments 
and changes within the imperialist system.

The competition of Western capital with 
Russian capital took a qualitative leap with 
the imperialist invasion of the Ukraine. For 
the Swedish bourgeoisie, the defence of its 
own interests became more acute. The Swed-
ish bourgeoisie has made enormous invest-
ments in the Baltic region, where it meets 
the competition of Russian imperialism. At 
the same time, the Baltic Sea is of strategic 
interest not only to Sweden, but to Russia. 
The general sharpening of contradictions 
accentuate these specifi c contradictions.

It is also important to point out that 
Sweden has important ties to primarily 
German and US markets, linking Swedish 
interests to those of Germany and Sweden; 
and where there are important economic rela-
tions, political and military relations follow.

So, the question of whether it is under-
standable or not is not the main ques-
tion. Of course, it is understandable. It is 

understandable from the point of view of 
the Swedish bourgeoisie. We understand 
the reasons behind this development, but 
understanding does not entail acceptance.

EVRENSEL: If it is realised offi  -
cially, how will membership aff ect 
Sweden and also regional/interna-
tional relations?

AS: One can see a couple of diff erent 
consequences of the membership of Sweden 
in NATO. Most obviously, the relationship 
between Sweden and Russia will continue to 
deteriorate, and the economic and political 
exchange of the two countries will decrease.

The offi  cial realisation of the membership 
will also tie Sweden closer politically, mili-
tarily and economically to the US, Germany 
and other major imperialist powers in the 
West. At the same time, it will also lead to a 
political consolidation of the Nordic region 
within the framework of NATO.

In general, this is part of a process where 
the imperialist blocs of the world consolidate 
themselves. The sharpening contradictions 
mean that it is becoming more diffi  cult to 
stay neutral and to exist outside of any bloc. 
This logic does not only apply to Finland and 
Sweden, but to every capitalist country in 
the world, because every capitalist country 
is part of the same system.

EVRENSEL: As we can see there 
is not an extended protest from the 
Swedish public against NATO, as a 
party do you have a plan/call to pre-
vent this membership?

AS: The Swedish public remain relatively 
passive, although a signifi cant part of it reject 
membership. However, they will not take 
their opinions to the street.

There are protests and demonstrations 
against the development, but they remain 
politically immature and its participants are 
ideologically fragmented. Whereas parts of 
the movement support the Russian inva-
sion and position themselves on the side of 
Russian capital in its fi ght against Western 
capital, other parts support the delivery of 
weapons to the Ukraine, taking the side of 
Western capital instead. None have man-
aged to adopt a position in support of the 
working people of the Ukraine and Russia, 
and very few have even managed to link the 
development to the capitalist system.

This ideological fragmentation manifests 
itself in confusion as to what is happening 
and an inability to analyse and to mobilise 
eff ectively. This is why we have chosen to 
distance ourselves from the movement as 
such, focusing on our own work instead.

In this context, it has to be said that we 
are a small party. Unfortunately, we are not 
in a position to consider plans to stop or 
prevent the membership. We use the situ-
ation to convey our views, and we organise 
protests against the development as well. 
We are about to enter an electoral campaign, 
where the opposition to the development 
will take a prominent position.

EVRENSEL: How has been so 
far the eff ect of the Ukraine war on 
Sweden? (socially, economically, 
politically etc)

AS: The war in particular and the sharp-
ening contradictions in general have eff ected 
Sweden in a number of ways.

Obviously, the development has enabled 
the bourgeoisie to offi  cially reject neutrality 
and to seek membership in NATO, which in 
turn will have a great impact on the security 
situation in our country.

Apart from this, we have seen the political 
climate changing. The expressions of solidar-
ity for the Ukraine have been immense and 
have taken on extreme proportions. Bands 
playing Russian folk music have been can-
celled, Russian food has been removed from 
shelves and we have had our party offi  ces in 
the southern city of Malmö vandalised as a 
result of our opposition to the deliveries of 
weapons to the Ukraine.

As in the rest of the world, the prices 

for basic goods and housing have soared 
the last couple of months, raising the cost 
of living and putting an additional strain on 
the people here. Partly, this is the result of 
sanctions on and from Russia, but it is also 
the result of the general contradictions within 
the system, aff ecting oil and gas prices as 
well as a number of other factors.

EVRENSEL: Lastly, what is your 
comment on the Turkish government 
veto move and its demands to reac-
ceptance of the membership of these 
two countries to NATO?

AS: In Sweden, the issue has been por-
trayed as beginning and ending with the 
Kurdish question. Sweden has given asylum 
to a number of Kurdish refugees from Turkey, 
which Turkey wants extradited. At times, 
the arms embargo that Finland and Sweden 
imposed on Turkey in 2019 is brought up. 
However, more often, media focuses on the 
Kurdish question.

This is partly beside the point, as the 
position of Turkey within the imperialist 
system remains hidden and obscure with 
this kind of reporting.

We can see that Turkey in many ways 
is more dependent on Russia than on the 
US. The trade volumes between Turkey and 
Russia are bigger than between the US and 
Turkey; Turkish investments in Russia are 
more important than Turkish investments in 
the US; the energy situation in Turkey means 
that it is necessary to maintain at least cordial 
relations with Russia; the construction of a 
nuclear power plant in the south of Turkey 
by Russia is a very important incentive to 
maintain good relations with Russia; Turkey 
has purchased Russian weapons instead of 
US weapons.

So, one must ask: what would be a good 
way to show Russia that Turkey does not 
automatically take the position of the US 
and its allies? To reject the entry of Sweden 
and Finland to NATO. Ultimately, it might 
be unlikely that they refuse Sweden and Fin-
land entry, but they will have maintained a 
certain level of friendly relations with Russia 
by their actions.

We maintain: the economic factor is the 
primary motor behind the policies of a given 
country.” 

Speaker of the Swedish Parliament, Andreas Norlen visits NATO and meets with NATO Deputy Secretary General Rose Gottemoeller. 
Photo: NATO (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

The Swedish bourgeoisie 
is small but active, with 
great interests abroad.
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CHINA, PACIFIC ISLAND NATIONS 
EXPAND COOPERATION AT 

SECOND MEETING COVERING 
POVERTY ALLEVIATION, CLIMATE 

CHANGE AND AGRICULTURE
Zhang Hui, Liu Caiyu
and Shan Jie
One year since the fi rst vir-
tual foreign ministers’ meet-
ing between China and the 
Pacifi c Island nations, Chi-
nese State Councillor and For-
eign Minister Wang Yi took a 
historic trip to eight regional 
countries and jointly chaired 
the second foreign ministers’ 
meeting in Fiji on 30th May, 
during which China and the 
countries reached a new con-
sensus to deepen cooperation 
on sectors including poverty 
alleviation, climate change 
and agriculture.

Chinese analysts believed that 
any cooperation between China 
and the Pacifi c Island nations is 
conducted on the basis of respect-
ing the countries and their people, 
and the cooperation will never 
be imposed on them like some 
Western countries do. They said 
that even for some joint document 
that is not yet fi nalised, which 
is a normal process for bilat-
eral relations, China will respect 
regional countries and continue 
the discussions.

But they also pointed out that 
a few people in these countries, 
under the pressure and coercion 
of the US and former colonisers, 
may be willing to serve American 
interests at the cost of their national 
and people’s interests.

At the second China-Pacifi c 
Island Countries Foreign Min-
isters’ Meeting on 30th May, 
Wang announced that China 
will continue to jointly build six 
new cooperation platforms with 
regional countries on sectors 
including poverty alleviation, dis-
aster prevention, climate change 
and agriculture. The meeting was 
attended by foreign ministers of 
China, Fiji, Kiribati, Samoa, Niue, 
Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu, 
Micronesia, the Solomon Islands 
and Tonga, as well as Secretary 
General of the Pacific Islands 
Forum online and offl  ine.

China and the Pacifi c Island 
countries reached a five-point 
consensus at the meeting, which 
include deepening their compre-
hensive strategic partnership, 
upholding true multilateralism 
and pursuing common develop-
ment and prosperity.

Wang said facts proved that 
China’s cooperation with Pacifi c 
nations conforms to the trend of 
the times, benefi ts the people in the 
region, and has bright prospects, 
and China will continue to listen 
to the voices of the regional coun-
tries and their people, respect the 
current cooperation mechanism 
of the region and support other 
countries to increase investment in 
promoting regional development 

and carry out three-party or four-
party cooperation.

The foreign ministers from the 
regional countries said they sup-
port the Belt and Road Initiative, 
will continue to fi rmly pursue the 
One China policy and look forward 
to working with China to expand 
cooperation in various fi elds and 
improve infrastructure and people’s 
livelihood.

China also released a 15-point 
position paper on mutual respect 
and common development with 
Pacifi c Island countries, including 
jointly promoting regional peace 
and security and cracking down on 
transnational crimes, such as cyber 
crimes, and tackling COVID-19 and 
strengthening people-to-people 
exchange.

As for some people who ques-
tioned why China was actively 
helping the South Pacifi c nations, 
Wang urged them not to be over 
anxious and nervous about it, as 
the common development and 
prosperity of China and other 
developing countries will make 
the world fairer, more harmonious 
and more stable.

On 30th May, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping delivered a written 
speech at the meeting, in which he 
said China remains committed to 
the equality of all countries regard-
less of size, and will always be a 
good friend, a good brother and 
a good partner of Pacifi c Island 
countries no matter how the inter-
national landscape evolves.

Chinese analysts said that the 
meeting showed China’s assist-
ance to and cooperation with 
the regional countries are truly 
for the benefi t of local people, as 
China’s help has never been inter-
rupted even after changes in local 
governments.

Chen Hong, President of the 
Chinese Association of Austral-
ian Studies and Director of the 
Australian Studies Centre at East 
China Normal University, told 
the Global Times that the second 
meeting, which was held in Fiji, 
went further than the fi rst virtual 
one on deepening existing coopera-
tion and exploring new fi elds, and 
the holding of the meeting was a 
success for the two sides.

Fiji is the fourth leg of Wang’s 
tour to the South Pacifi c island 
nations, which will also take him 
to Tonga, Vanuatu and Papua New 
Guinea, as well as Timor-Leste. 
Before arriving in Suva, Wang vis-
ited the Solomon Islands, Kiribati 
and Samoa.

Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Zhao Lijian said 
at the 30th May’s media brief-
ing that the foreign ministers’ 
meeting was held successfully, 
with representatives reaching 
new consensus on deepening 
cooperation. While some foreign 

media reported that China and the 
regional countries did not sign a 
planned joint agreement covering 
security and trade cooperation at 
the 30th May meeting, Zhao said 
the joint document is under con-
tinued discussion and all parties 
reached a new consensus, mark-
ing an important step toward the 
final agreement.

Chinese analysts said that the 
fact the two sides have yet to sign 
the agreement due to diff erent 
opinions actually refl ected China’s 
sincere diplomatic attitude of 
respecting local countries, and it 
was a normal process for bilateral 
relations.

Meanwhile, they warned that 
opposition to the agreement may 
also be a deliberate move carried 
out by a few politicians of some 
regional countries who are willing 
to be used by the US at the cost of 
the interests of the country and 
people.

BEHIND THE 
DIFFERENT VOICES

In reporting that China and 
Pacific Island countries were 
unable to sign a sweeping agree-
ment, several Western media out-
lets cited the previous opposition 
from President of the Federated 
States of Micronesia (FSM) David 
Panuelo, who said the draft of the 
agreement should be rejected as it 
essentially binds all Pacifi c Island 
countries to China and would 
aff ect the sovereignty of Pacifi c 
Island countries.

It’s not known which country 
voiced concerns over the joint 
agreement, but analysts said that 
all concerns will be taken seriously.

Yang Honglian, a Fiji-based 
senior researcher at the Pacifi c 
Islands Research Center of Liao-
cheng University, told the Global 
Times on 30th May that voicing 
concerns is the legitimate right of 
regional countries, but it is worth 
deep study on whether the concerns 
are from the majority or just a few 
politicians.

If it was a few politicians 
making irresponsible remarks by 
kidnapping the will of the people, 
all regional countries should con-
demn such selfi sh actions, Yang 
said.

A regional pact is diffi  cult by 
nature and time-consuming, and 
may last for a decade, which is 
acknowledged internationally, Yu 
Lei, chief research fellow at the 
research center for Pacifi c Island 
countries of Liaocheng University 
in East China’s Shandong Province, 
told the Global Times.

For instance, the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of 
the Sea was overwhelmingly sup-
ported by most countries, but some 
Western countries represented 

by the US rejected it out of their 
own selfi sh interests. This kind of 
behaviour severely obstructs the 
worldwide marine pact from being 
implemented, Yu said.

As for the remarks from FSM, 
Yu said that in the face of pres-
sure and personal interests, a few 
people are willing to be led by the 
US, which would undermine the 
interests of the country and the 
people.

Yu said FSM is one of three 
free associates of the US in the 
region and home to the world’s 
largest and most advanced strate-
gic missile testing site, adding that 
it is obvious to all which country 
is threatening FSM’s survival and 
development.

According to the Pacifi c Island 
Times, the US and FSM in 2021 
agreed on a plan to build a military 

base in the Pacifi c Island nation 
to serve the Pentagon’s strategic 
ambition of increasing its foot-
print in the Indo-Pacifi c region 
and contain China.

The US and Australia have 
been smearing China’s normal 
cooperation with regional coun-
tries since China and the Solomon 
Islands signed a security coopera-
tion deal.

Actually, as well as the Solo-
mon Islands, many other regional 
countries need to improve their 
police’s law enforcement abilities, 
and lacking national infrastructure 
and inadequate policing equip-
ment makes it diffi  cult to rely on 
their own police forces to do the 
job, Yang said, noting that police 
security cooperation is urgently 
needed in the region.
Global Times 
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Leidys Maria Labrador Herrera

Recognising the existence in Cuba of 
multiple family structures that break 
with the traditional model is among the 
most signifi cant elements of the new 
Families Code, being drafted.

Accepting the plurality evident in Cuban 
society when it comes to this fundamental 
unit, allows for the inclusion and protection 
of families that break from the most tradi-
tional and conservative models, providing 
them rights and opportunities.

It also gives our law a profoundly inclusive 
character and opens the doors to the elimina-
tion of backward prejudices that no longer 
have a place in a just society like Cuba’s.

The truth is, as renowned experts in 
diverse family matters have stated, that this 
is a code honouring the bonds of aff ection 
and love, on which families are truly built.

THE FIRST STEPS …
The broad popular consultation before 

the referendum that approved the current 
Constitution was undoubtedly the fi rst sign 
of the need for a Families Code more in line 
with the changes and growing diversity of 
Cuban families’ environment over time.

The controversies generated in the 
debate of articles such as the marriage 
between two people, instead of a man and 
a woman, showed there was a wide sector 
of the population struggling to have those 
unions recognised, another that knew little 
or nothing about it, and a third that still 
harbours backward ideas on that matter.

Finally, article 81 of the Constitution 
of the Republic of Cuba provides that “the 
State recognises and protects the family, no 
matter how it is organised, as the basic cell in 
society and it creates the conditions to guar-
antee that its purposes may be achieved as a 
whole. Families may be constituted legally 
or by common law, based on love and the 
equality of rights, obligation and opportuni-
ties for its members.”

If we read this article carefully we can 
see some concepts that are now refl ected in 
the bill of the new Families Code. 

It can be said then that the bill embraces 
a principle of respect to plurality and leads us 
towards a more comprehensive vision of what 
we see as the fundamental unit of society.

THE EYES OF LOVE
People say everything is possible when 

we look at it with the eyes of love. Therefore, 
during these months, with the support of 
experts and from within the homes and the 
communities, a broad popular consultation 
has been conducted, during which the draft 
code was widely accepted as the codes of 
aff ection.

Deconstructing patterns deeply rooted in 
the collective mentality is not an easy task, 
but the fi rst step is to begin with respect and 
acceptance.

We must be aware that this is not at all 
about proving that the traditional family does 
not exist anymore. This structure is common, 
and will remain, without a doubt. The pur-
pose is to understand there are other family 
structures, which also deserve protection. 

A family can also be a single mother, or 

father, who raises their children alone. A 
family can be one in which the spouses are 
of the same sex. Or one composed only of 
grandparents and grandchildren because the 
parents are out of the picture. Ultimately, it 
is the space where aff ective ties are strong 
enough to allow for the construction of a unit 
in which all members have the same rights 
and opportunities. 

As the Act states, “Diff erent family struc-
tures, based on a relationship of aff ection, are 
created among relatives, whatever the nature 
of the relationship, and between spouses or 
in common-law unions.

“The members of the families are bound 
to perform family and societial duties on 
the basis of love, aff ection, consideration, 
solidarity, fraternity, co-participation, pro-
tection, responsibility and mutual respect.” 

In other words, a family is not success-
ful based on its structure or the number of 
members. 

A family is a social structure that recog-
nises itself as such and takes on the duties 
and responsibilities it entails. 

THE “OTHER” FAMILIES
Given the real possibility (from the legal 

standpoint) of being recognised and sup-
ported in terms of rights, several families 
that do not fi t the traditional structure have 
opened the doors to their lives, which usually 
remain close because they are usually the 
target of accusing looks by those who judge 
them because of their ignorance rather than 
truly discriminatory feelings. 

It is not strange that people reject what 
they do not know or want to keep their eyes 
shut when facing something they consider 
taboo. 

Nonetheless, both in popular consultation 
meetings, the mainstream media and social 
networks, new platforms have been opened 
to disseminate testimony to this reality, 
demonstrating that love and true feelings 
are capable of shattering barriers and that, 
many times, dreams and expectations are no 
diff erent from those of traditional families. 

Families in which there is only one 
parent, the spouses are of the same sex, or 
grandparents are in charge of raising the 
children, to present just a few examples, 
in no way produce a bad upbringing, or 
internal confl icts of greater complexity or 
dysfunctionality. 

If we let prejudice and established pat-
terns condition our thinking, we will lose the 
wonderful opportunity to understand the 
world and therefore, to be a better part of it.

WE DO NOT CHOOSE OUR 
FAMILIES, OR DO WE? 
Many times, people say that we do not 

choose our family. It is what it is. If you like 
it or not, well, there is no choice. 

Although it is not possible to change 
blood relation objectively speaking, this is a 
very relative statement when it comes to the 
subjective aspect of it. Truth is that, beyond 
the family environment a person grows 
up in, everyone has the right to form their 
own family, with their own particularities. 
A family in which a human being can feel 
truly fulfi lled and happy.

As varied as the family structures that 
surround us, or more, are the ideas that 
people have as to what they call a family. 

Precisely, the fi rst family right provided 
in the bill of the new Families Code is the 

opportunity to build one. Of course, the 
principles on which a family should be built 
are clearly stated in the new bill and they all 
have a central idea, dignity is the supreme 
value when it comes to the relationships 
within the family. 

Hence, if the family we want, the one we 
dream about, the one that meets our expec-
tations as human beings, is indeed chosen 
and built, there is no doubt it will always be 
our shelter and support. 

ALL FAMILIES, 
ALL MODELS

The bill of the new Families Code, if 
approved, will be an instrument of profound 
scope that will be among the most advanced 
currently in force in our continent. And this 
says a lot about the path the Cuban society 
has taken. 

Under the principle that love is the fi rst 
condition a family needs to exist, the new 
Families Code has the merit of broadening 
the concepts of inclusion we have known 
so far, of putting a name to what we could 
not practically name one day, of moving 
forward toward the naturalisation of family 
structures whose status in matter of rights 
have remained uncertain for years. 

This document, of which any Cuban who 
has read it can speak at length, is a major 
qualitative leap towards one of the primary 
targets of our social system: to fi ght all types 
of discrimination. 

This code is a mirror that truthfully 
refl ects the families that exist in Cuba today.
Granma 

FAMILIES, PLURAL

Photo: Bruce Tuten fl ickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Beyond the family environment a person 
grows up in, everyone has the right to 
form their own family, with their own 

particularities. A family in which a human 
being can feel truly fulfilled and happy.
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The Political Bureau of the 
Central Committee of the Com-
munist Party of Venezuela 
(PCV) expresses its concern 
over the escalation of the mil-
itary confl ict between Russia 
and Ukraine. This confl ict is 
being stimulated and used by 
Western capitalist powers to 
justify the deployment and 
expansion of North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO) 
forces in the region, as well as 
to deepen economic sanctions 
against Russia which come in 
the framework of fi erce global 
competition between imperi-
alist and capitalist powers for 
the control of markets, natu-
ral resources, trade routes and 
scientifi c and technological 
advances.

Both NATO’s aggressive expan-
sion into Eastern Europe following 
the triumph of the counterrevolu-
tion in the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics, and the growing drive of 
capitalist Russia to regain control 
over its former zone of infl uence, 
are political manifestations of this 
sharpening of the competition 
and dispute between the diff erent 
capitals and national bourgeoisies 
represented by their respective 
nation-states: Russia on the one 
hand, and Ukraine and NATO 
countries, led by the United States, 
on the other.

After the fall of the Berlin Wall 
at the end of 1989, Russia with-
drew from all the Warsaw Pact 
countries under the US promise 
that NATO would not be expanded 
into Eastern Europe. Ten years 
later, in disregard of these agree-
ments and international law, 
NATO attacked and dismembered 
Yugoslavia and bombed several 

countries in the Middle East with 
the complicity of the “civilised 
Western world”.

The war in Ukraine has been 
provoked fundamentally by these 
disputes between monopoly capi-
talist corporations and the war-
mongering and interventionist 
policy of the United States, the 
European Union and and NATO 
which seeks to impose the inter-
ests of their monopolies in this 
region. In 2014, they intervened 
in favour of the coup d’état against 
the Ukraine government and since 
have contributed to strengthening 
an openly anti-Russian and Nazi-
fascist-leaning regime, which is 
uniquely responsible for the civil 
war that has claimed the lives of 
14,000 Ukrainians; the persecu-
tion of communist and workers’ 
organisations; and systematic 
crimes against the populations of 
Lugansk and Donetsk.

These Russian-speaking regions 
of eastern Ukraine resisted the 
fascist forces’ coup d’état and suf-
fered massive artillery and aircraft 
attacks under the complicit eye of 
NATO and the silence of the so-
called “international community”.

The advance of Western capi-
talists over Ukraine through the 
imposition of a reactionary, anti-
democratic and fascist government 
– in the style of those in Poland, 
Lithuania and Estonia – repre-
sented a major setback for Russia’s 
capitalist interests and its plans to 
build a common market of Eurasian 
countries, where Ukraine would 
play an important role due to its 
location and status as the main 
export trade route for Russian gas 
to the rest of Europe.

Understanding the importance 
of taking complete control of 

Ukraine, US, and European impe-
rialist forces instigated the Ukrain-
ian regime to not comply with the 
Minsk Agreements, preparing the 
conditions for the country’s acces-
sion to NATO and the subsequent 
deployment of military bases and 
troops in its territory.

As was to be expected, Russian 
capitalists and their nation-state did 
not wait for the realisation of their 
Western rivals’ plans to take control 
of Ukraine with crossed arms. On 
the basis of the recognition of the 
independence of the Donetsk and 
Lugansk regions, they deployed 
a military off ensive against the 
Ukrainian government that pursues 
objectives that go beyond protect-
ing the lives of the citizens of those 
territories.

The growing tensions, gener-
ated by the competition between 
imperialist and capitalist powers, 
places humanity at the door of 

the imminent danger of new and 
devastating wars where it will be 
the workers who will sacrifi ce their 
lives for the interests of others. It is 
once again evident that the struggle 
for peace is an empty slogan if we 
do not understand its link with the 
need for the global working class 
to have an independent strategy 
from the interests and plans of 
the bourgeoisie in their respective 
countries.

From the PCV, we strongly 
condemn the interventionist and 
aggressive plans of the US, EU and 
NATO in Eastern Europe and spe-
cifi cally in Ukraine. Furthermore, 
we reject the hypocrisy of the so-
called “international community”, 
which is scandalised by the Russian 
military off ensive on Ukraine but 
remained silent during eight years 
of systematic bombings and mas-
sacres against the population of the 
Donbass region, just as they close 

their eyes when Israel and Saudi 
Arabia bombard the peoples of 
Palestine, Yemen and Syria.

We reiterate our solidarity 
with the people of Lugansk and 
Donetsk, victims of the system-
atic aggression of the Nazi-fascist 
government, as well as with all 
the working people of Ukraine, 
the Communist Party of Ukraine 
and all the resisting forces.

The PCV, consistent with its 
principles, condemns all kind of 
war that has the interests of big 
capital as its goal. We call on anti-
imperialist, revolutionary forces, the 
global labour movement and peace-
loving organisations to strengthen 
solidarity and articulation to stop 
the path of war madness down 
which imperialist and capitalist 
powers look to take us as part of 
their fi erce competition. 

CP OF VENEZUELA: STATEMENT 
ON THE WAR IN UKRAINE

Map: Erik Bolstad (CC BY-NC-SA 3.0 NO)

Fight for the Future
This attractive new booklet is a call to action 

to save our planet and humanity.
It argues that humanity is at a crossroads. The insatiable drive for profi ts by capitalism 
is leading to irreversible and catastrophic climate change. Capitalist governments – and 
the giant corporations they work for – are refusing to act on the warnings of the great 

majority of the world's leading scientists.

A popular movement for change is growing around the world. It aims to dismantle the 
destructive policies that have led us to this uniquely perilous moment of human history, 

and to move toward a world system that gives priority to human rights and needs.

The stakes in the bitter class war that is taking shape are immense and arise from the 
nature of capitalism. Capitalism is an unsustainable system.

The pamphlet insists that we must confront the reality that what we do now will forever 
alter the course of humanity and all life on Earth. Now more than ever we must fi ght for a 

better system. Our lives are more important than their profi ts.

Order your copy today! $10 including p&p

Email: info@cpa.org.au with credit card details Phone: 02 9699 8844

Write to: CPA books, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
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Graham Holton

Moissaye Joseph Olgin (1878–1939) 
was a Ukrainian-born writer, journal-
ist, and translator. In 1922, he founded 
The Morning Freiheit, which he edited 
until his death in 1939. He was sympa-
thetic to the Russian Revolution, fi rst 
becoming active in the revolutionary 
movement while at the University of 
Kyiv. He contributed frequently to the 
Communist Party’s English-language 
newspaper, The Daily Worker and 
served as a special correspondent for 
the Soviet Communist Party’s daily, 
Pravda. His books include The Soul 
of the Russian Revolution, and his 
pamphlet “Why Communism?” were 
well known.

For those who have never read Trotsky’s 
writings Trotskyism: Counter-Revolution 
In Disguise is a good introduction into the 
errors of his propaganda against the Rus-
sian Revolution. Trotskyism is the theory 
advocated by Leon Trotsky, arguing for 
the establishment of a vanguard party that 
would use “any means necessary” to impose 
socialism. Trotsky called himself “the true 
Bolshevik-Leninist” and is still regarded 
worldwide as one of the great leaders of the 
Russian Revolution of 1917. 

Olgin argues that in reality Trotsky was 
not a Leninist nor even faithful to Marx. 
Instead, he was an opportunist who glorifi ed 
himself for the work done by others. At heart, 
he remained a Menshevik, and a traitor to the 
Revolution. He was never part of the workers’ 
life that built Soviet organisations, nor had 
he even won over many to the Bolsheviks. He 
was a useful speaker and writer for the petit-
bourgeois and was not a revolutionary. M N 
Pokrovsky writes in Brief History of Russia 
(Vol. II, 1933), of the Petersburg Soviet, that 
at its head was someone who was “adept in 
the art of combining Menshevik substance 
with revolutionary phrases. The name of that 
Menshevik was Trotsky.” It was a political 
stand that Trotsky maintained to the end. 

Lenin did not consider Trotsky a Bol-
shevik: “In my opinion, our task is to guard 
against getting entangled in foolish attempts 
at ‘unity’ with the social-patriots (or what is 
more dangerous, with the wavering one, like 
[…] Trotsky and Co.)” (V I Lenin, The Revolu-
tion of 1917, Vol. 1). In opposition to Lenin, 
Trotsky had organised a small faction that 
threatened to disrupt the communist party’s 
activities. Lenin saw such an approach as 
causing injury “to himself, to the Party, to 
the union movement, to the education of mil-
lions of members of the Labor unions, and 
to the Republic.” (Lenin, Collected Works, 
Vol. XXVI, 1964)

He had never been an integral part of 
the Bolshevik Party and yet in his numerous 
writings he pretended that it was he and not 
Lenin who had led the Revolution. Trotsky 
attacked the Communist Party, joining 
with Zinoviev and Kamenev in 1926. At the 
Fifteenth Congress, the Communist Party 
of the Soviet Union found that this group’s 
ideological opposition “has transformed the 
Trotsky opposition into an instrument of 
petty-bourgeois democracy within the USSR 
and into an auxiliary troop of international 
Social-Democracy outside of its frontiers.” 
The group was thoroughly discredited. Trot-
sky never recanted his non-Party petit-bour-
geois stand, nor did he ever have the political 
will to carry the Revolution to its successful 
conclusion. Instead, he led the vanguard of 

counter-revolution in an attempt to irrepa-
rably damage the Revolution by destroying 
the dictatorship of the proletariat. In exile, 
he became a rallying point for those intent 
on destroying the USSR.

He is most noted for his theory of perma-
nent revolution. He believed that the Revolu-
tion could only succeed with the assistance of 
other socialist countries and that the broad 
masses, including peasant masses, were not 
a revolutionary force: “Without direct State 
support from the European proletariat, the 
working class of Russia cannot maintain 
itself in power and transform its temporary 
rule into a durable Socialist dictatorship.” 
(Leon Trotsky, Collected Works, Vol III, 
2016) Contrary to Trotsky’s belief, the work-
ers did maintain power in Russia without 
outside support. 

Trotsky argued that “Left to its own forces 
the working class of Russia will inevitably 
be crushed by the counter-revolution the 
moment the peasantry will turn away from 
it.” (Trotsky, Summing Up and Perspectives, 
1906.) For Trotsky, revolution is impossible 
in a single country: “Remaining isolated, 
the proletarian state must fi nally become 
a victim of these contradictions.” (Trotsky, 
The Permanent Revolution, 1931.) 

Leon Trotsky, in his Our Revolution: 
Essays on the Working Class and Interna-
tional Revolution, 1904-1917 (1918), stands 
against Lenin’s fi rm belief that the dictator-
ship of the proletariat in the USSR was the 
great achievement of the world proletariat. 
Hegemony of the proletariat in the revolution 
is the foundation of understanding Marxist 
revolution. (Marx and Engels, Appeal of 

the Central Committee to the Communist 
League, 1850.) The proletariat was the 
leader of all the oppressed and exploited in 
any true revolution.

Trotsky was even against the Party’s New 
Economic Policy (NEP), writing in his Soviet 
Economy in Danger (1932), that Russian 
economic policies had led to disaster after 
disaster and that the country needed to link 
up with the world economy to survive. The 
opposite was true. After the war against 
Germany in World War 1 with two million 
dead, the civil war in Russia followed with 
another 1.2 million dead and much of the 
national economy was in tatters. The Party 
wanted the natural resources and large-scale 
industries, the entire credit system, railroad 
and water transportation, and foreign trade 
to be in the hands of the dictatorship of the 
proletariat. Agricultural lands were to be in 
the hands of the local Soviets. 

The government did its best to assist 
poor peasants against the kulaks, the large 
landowners. It imposed a heavy tax on the 
kulaks’ income and kept them out of the 
local Soviets. The poor peasants were given 
land, agricultural implements, credit, and 
paid no taxation. The Party sought to turn 
twenty million individual peasant holdings 
into large scale modern farms through col-
lectivisation, enabling peasants to share 
modern equipment, such as Russian-made 
tractors. When the Party allied itself with 
the middle class to draw them closer to the 
proletariat, Trotsky did his utmost to create a 
break between the proletariat and the middle 
peasants and thereby destroy the Revolution.

From the beginning he was an opponent 
of Lenin: “Yesterday the intelligentsia was 
the bearer of socialist consciousness, today 
the gauntlet of factory discipline is being 
invoked against it! And this is Marxism! And 
this is Social-Democratic thinking! Verily, it 
is impossible to treat with greater cynicism 
the best ideological heritage of the proletariat 
than this is done by Lenin.” (Trotsky, Our 
Political Tasks, 1904) He sees Lenin as a reac-
tionary leader of the Social-Democratic Party 
and fails to understand the basic teachings 

of Marx. Without a communist party the 
proletariat will drift towards syndicalism. 
He did not understand that the Communist 
Party is the vanguard of the working class.

Trotsky never understood the principle of 
democratic centralism within the Bolshevik 
organisation and argued against it, seeing the 
Bolsheviks changing “their organisational 
structure radically at every transition one 
stage to another.” (Trotsky, Strategy of the 
World, 1930) Trotsky misunderstood what 
the Party was achieving: “Democratic cen-
tralism of the Communist party organisation 
must be a real synthesis, a fusion of central-
ism and proletarian democracy. This fusion 
can be achieved only on the basis of continu-
ous common action, continuous common 
struggle of the entire Party organisation as 
a whole.” (Thesis of the Third Congress of 
the Communist International, 1921)

Lenin wrote on the character of Trot-
sky: “It is impossible to argue with Trotsky 
about principles, for he has no views at all. 
[…] One exposes him as a diplomat of the 
lowest order.” (Lenin, Collected Works, Vol. 
XV, 1963) Trotsky disregards Lenin’s theory 
of imperialism being at the stage of decay-
ing capitalism. He wrote that the Comintern 
was an agency of the Soviet government and 
directly dictated the policies of the commu-
nist parties in capitalist countries. In the US 
Trotskyites got involved in the Paterson tex-
tile strike of 1933 and carried out reformists 
policies that lost the strike. 

Olgin concludes that Trotsky was “a 
counter-revolutionary renegade who inspires 
the murder of revolutionary leaders.” He 
falsifi ed the history of Leninism and the 
history of the greatest achievement of the 
world proletariat. He continually attacked 
the Communist Party, its organisation, the 
Five-Year Plan, its NEP and its principle of 
democratic centralism. He aligned himself 
to fascist teachings hidden beneath Marx-
ist and Leninist phrases, which he neither 
understood nor agreed with.

Unfortunately the legacy of Trotsky lives 
on in Australia and elsewhere, playing a 
divisive and counter-revolutionary role. 

REVIEW: TROTSKYISM: COUNTER-
REVOLUTION IN DISGUISE

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

Leon Trotsky.
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By a 19-3 margin among twen-
ty-eight workers, employees at 
Activision’s Raven Software 
video game studio in Middle-
ton, Wisconsin, voted to union-
ise with the Communications 
Workers’ Game Workers Alli-
ance. It was the alliance’s third 
organising win in the rapidly 
growing industry, but the fi rst 
at “a major video game pub-
lisher,” CWA said.

But even as the workers jumped 
and cheered in Middleton, Wis., 
former Activision worker Jessica 
Gonzalez, also with CWA support, 
headed for federal court in San 
Francisco, to sue the fi rm and the 
US Equal Employment Opportuni-
ties Commission over a planned 
settlement that would give 60 past 
victims of fi ve years of sexual har-
assment and discrimination US$18 
million in damages, but bar future 
lawsuits by another 1,000.

The dual developments on 
the 23rd May highlight how the 
video game industry, which has 
wide appeal to younger people, 
exploits workers and how they’ve 
fought back. The struggle at the 
Middleton plant actually led to a 

company-forced fi ve-week walkout 
after Activision arbitrarily laid off  
12 of its quality assurance testers.

It was the Activision workers’ 
third forced strike since Gonzalez 
fi rst went public with the sexual 
harassment, abuse and discrimi-
nation charges fi led last July with 
the EEOC.

“Beautiful day in Madison, 
Wis.,” the group’s leader there 
live-streamed and tweeted. “We 
are going to celebrate and get ready 
to make a contract. I’m so excited. 
Thank you so much for joining us. 
I’m like literally shaking. It’s been 
months. It’s been so many months 
trying to get this going and stop 
moving. We could not have done it 
without everyone’s support.”

CWA Secretary-Treasurer Sara 
Steff ens, a News Guild member, 
said the video game maker work-
ers overcame company labour 
law-breaking to gain recognition.

“Activision did everything it 
could, including breaking the law, to 
try to prevent the Raven QA work-
ers from forming their union. It 
didn’t work, and we are thrilled to 
welcome them as CWA members,” 
Steff ens’ statement said.

“Quality assurance workers 
at Raven Software are bringing 

much-needed change to Activision 
and to the video game industry. At 
this critical time for the company 
and its employees, these workers 
will soon have an enforceable union 
contract and a voice on the job.”

Steff ens said the fi rm’s settle-
ment with the EEOC is another 
matter.

“Over the past year, Activision 
Blizzard has skated on thin ice on 
multiple allegations and somehow 
gotten away with it,” said Steff ens. 
The union also sought to inter-
vene on the workers’ side. “This 
paltry settlement makes it crystal 
clear the only way for workers to 
secure a safe work environment 
is to have an active role shaping 
policies and internal accountability 
mechanisms moving forward.” The 
settlement bars further suits from 
other harmed workers.

“Activision employees deserve 
transparency and accountability 
from their employer. But most 
importantly, they deserve a work-
place free from harassment, dis-
crimination, and abuse.”

“Five months ago, we formed 
the Game Workers Alliance-CWA 
on the principles of solidarity, sus-
tainability, transparency, equity, 
and diversity,” the lead workers in 

the unionisation drive said. “Activi-
sion Blizzard worked tirelessly to 
undermine our eff orts to establish 
our union, but we persevered. Now 
that we’ve won, it is our duty to 
protect these foundational values 
on which our union stands.

“Our biggest hope is that our 
union serves as inspiration for 
the growing movement of workers 
organising at video game studios 
to create better games and build 
workplaces that refl ect our values 
and empower all of us.”

US District Court Judge Dale 

Fischer’s approval of the EEOC set-
tlement with the game fi rm “allowed 
Activision and the EEOC to keep 
the aff ected workers and others 
who had an interest in holding the 
company accountable out of the 
process,” said Gonzalez. “Eligible 
employees should not have to give 
up their right to pursue other legal 
remedies if they accept the set-
tlement.” Republican President 
George W. Bush nominated Fischer 
in 2003.
People’s World 
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Sydney Vigil

STOP USA STOP USA 
BLOCKADE ON CUBABLOCKADE ON CUBA

Join us in Sydney to demand that Join us in Sydney to demand that 
the USA stops the blockade on Cuba the USA stops the blockade on Cuba 
with the right to self determination. with the right to self determination. 

Also stop other blockades like Also stop other blockades like 
Venezuela and Gaza.Venezuela and Gaza.

4:15 pm Friday June 17
50 Miller Street North Sydney

BUILDING A UNITED AND 
COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITY

For the past fi ve years, the 
Humanitarian Month has been 
held annually in May by the 
Vietnam Red Cross Society 
with practical and meaningful 
activities. The event focuses on 
supporting disadvantaged and 
vulnerable people, spreading 
the spirit of solidarity, com-
passion, and humanitarian-
ism in the community.

In response to the month, the 
Red Cross Society of Thai Nguyen 
Province has carried out surveys 
and established a charity data 
system connecting disadvantaged 
people and philanthropists together. 
The system has supported dis-
advantaged families aff ected by 
pandemics and natural disasters 
through the building of social 
houses, presentation of savings 
books, and provision of food and 
essential supplies.

According to Le Ngoc Due, 
the chairman of the provincial 
Red Cross Society, in this year’s 

Humanitarian Month the Provin-
cial Red Cross Society has set the 
target of mobilising 5 billion VND, 
supporting at least 7,000 people in 
diffi  cult circumstances, and adding 
at least 200 new addresses to the 
charity data system.

In Da Nang City, the local Red 
Cross Society is implementing a 
programme to provide 10,000 free 
meals to local poor households, 
freelance workers, disadvantaged 
children, and patients at hospitals.

Le Thi Phan, a 47-year-old 
woman who works part-time at 
Hoa Khanh Market in Lien Chieu 
District, said that she was very 
surprised to see the volunteers 
delivering free meals to freelance 
workers at the market, adding that 
the meal warmed her heart after a 
long working day.

Vice Chairman of the Da Nang 
City Red Cross Society Nguyen 
Tien Lam said that various activi-
ties have been launched to realise 
the goal of supporting 15,000 poor 

and disadvantaged people during 
Humanitarian Month 2022.

The 10,000-free-meal pro-
gramme has been implemented 
across the city, which not only runs 
during Humanitarian Month, but 
has been regularly maintained in 
recent years in order to relieve dif-
fi culties for disadvantaged people.

Meanwhile in Dong Thap Prov-
ince, a humanitarian market was 
recently organised in Cao Lanh 
City by the city’s Red Cross Society 
in coordination with local socio-
political organisations.

At the market, disadvantaged 
people were given free gift-vouchers 
by the organisers to shop at 22 
stalls selling rice and other neces-
sities such as: sugar, soy sauce, fi sh 
sauce, instant noodles, cooking oil, 
vegetables, tubers and fruits. A total 
of 400 gifts worth 500,000 VND 
each were also presented to poor 
and disadvantaged households 
during the event.

Pham Thai Binh, a resident 

of Ward 2, Cao Lanh City, said he 
was very touched by the great care 
provided by the local authorities 
and Red Cross Society. “On sales 
at the market are essential items 
which every household needs in 
daily life,” he said.

“The humanitarian market was 
held in response to Humanitarian 
Month 2022, aiming to help disad-
vantaged people overcome diffi  cul-
ties,” stated Vice Chairman of the 
Dong Thap Provincial Red Cross 
Society Vo Truong Son.

Son said that the provincial Red 
Cross Society has strived to mobilise 
more fi nancial support to eff ectively 
organise charity activities for people 
in diffi  cult circumstances.

Since its launch in 2018, 
Humanitarian Month has raised 
more than 1.5 trillion VND (65.57 
million USD), helping more than 
3.3 million disadvantaged people 
across the county.

With the theme “Connect-
ing the Community – Spreading 

Humanitarian Actions,” this 
year’s event targeted to mobilise 
400 billion VND to support one 
million needy people in diffi  cult 
circumstances.

A project to assist fi shermen, 
with the aim to benefi t nearly 1,250 
households living on fl oating houses 
in coastal and island localities and 
291 poor coastal communes, and a 
programme targeting to help one 
million children escape malnutri-
tion were also launched within the 
framework of the month.

“We hope that people will join 
hands to do good deeds. Together, 
each small act of kindness will be 
developed into good actions, con-
tributing to building a united and 
compassionate community,” said 
Vice President of the Vietnam Red 
Cross Society Tran Quoc Hung.
Nhân Dân – newspaper of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam. 
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Dr Tom Skyes

Filipinos have been suff ering the Mar-
cos dynasty’s love of spectacle since 
the mid-1960s when Ferdinand and 
Imelda took power, presenting them-
selves as a glamorous Hollywoodesque 
couple and promising a golden age of 
progress and prosperity.

But away from the vanity building 
projects and PR stunts like staged TV reports 
of Imelda donating homes to the poor, they 
built an iron-fi sted dictatorship, dropped 
their country into masses of debt, murdered, 
maimed and jailed thousands and embez-
zled perhaps $11 billion from state coff ers.

On 9th May, Ferdinand and Imelda’s 
son, Ferdinand “Bongbong” Marcos Jnr, 
took the presidency with 56 per cent of the 
vote, the highest share since his dad won in 
1981 when most other parties boycotted it.

A big factor in Bongbong’s landslide was 
his team’s mastery of social media, particu-
larly TikTok.

A wholesale rewriting of Philippine 
history – and his family’s place in it – has 
been achieved through short, sharp video 
clips portraying his parents as universally 
acclaimed.

Like all the most eff ective disinforma-
tion, these videos have a grain of truth, such 
as the one showing Imelda meeting Prince 
Charles in the early 1980s.

She would go on to give Charles a speed-
boat and enjoy an audience with his mother 
at Buckingham Palace.

By 1985 when her regime was crumbling 
and its atrocities were being noted privately 
by British diplomats and civil servants, the 
Foreign Offi  ce and Department of Trade and 
Industry nonetheless approved at least £2.5m 
of British arms sales to Manila.

Millions of younger Filipinos who weren’t 
alive in those days were hoodwinked.

As one twenty-something voter told the 
LA Times: “We don’t believe the history 
books any more. We have social media now.”

Like outgoing president Rodrigo Duterte 
– whose daughter Sara is now vice-pres-
ident and whose father Vicente served in 
Marcos’s cabinet in the late 1960s – Bong-
bong also employed a troll army to libel his 

closest challenger, the liberals’ favourite 
Leni Robredo.

It’s believed that Bongbong’s apparatchiks 
deepfaked pornographic images of Robredo’s 
daughter Aika and circulated Facebook 
posts claiming that Robredo was trying to 
raise money for a narcotics rehab centre – a 
move calculated to disgrace her in the eyes 
of those voters who approve of Duterte’s 
bloody anti-drugs crackdown (40,000 dead 
now, say human rights groups).

But misusing modish tech isn’t the only 
way to win a Philippine election — old-
fashioned methods such as vote-buying and 
polling booth intimidation still work.

Some reports claim that the desperately 
poor – and post-Covid twenty-four per cent 
of the population are now below the national 

poverty line – were paid the equivalent of $10 
to stick their crosses next to Bongbong’s name.

Other bullies succeeded in the parallel 
elections to Congress. The Duterte Youth 
won over half a million votes – the refer-
ence to Hitler’s followers is deliberate, as is 
their choice to dress in black outfi ts with red 
armbands – and the ACT-CIS (Anti-Crime 
and Terrorism through Communist Involve-
ment and Support) scored over two million.

Both organisations are quasi-fascist 
and keen on repressing “communists” – ie 
anyone who protests against government 
policy on justice, labour, land ownership 
and the environment.

But if these pro-Marcos groups helped 
their man win, those opposing him did too 
– unwittingly.

For many years tarnished by her associa-
tion with post-Marcos administrations that 
failed to address the structural scourges of 
poverty and corruption and were themselves 
guilty of political violence, Robredo didn’t 
off er enough of an alternative to a Marcos-
Duterte ticket.

She pledged to continue Duterte’s infra-
structure-building programme as well as the 
more controversial drug war albeit with an 
emphasis on “rehabilitation” without ever 
spelling out what that meant.

Had she won, Filipinos may have ben-
efi ted from short-term relief from the extra-
judicial oppression – but in the longer-range 
it would have been business as usual.
Morning Star 

Stephen W. Bosworth, left, US Ambassador to the Philippines, talks with President Ferdinand Marcos and his wife Imelda during the 
reenactment of General Douglas MacArthur’s landing at Red Beach on 20th October, 1944. Ambassador Bosworth’s wife is on the right.

PUEBLA GROUP CELEBRATES TRIUMPH OF 
GUSTAVO PETRO IN COLOMBIA

On the 30th May, the Puebla 
Group welcomed the victory of 
the Historical Pact candidates 
Gustavo Petro and Francia 
Marquez in the fi rst round of 
the Colombian elections held 
on 29th May.

In a statement entitled “Long 
live Colombia!, the one that 
begins to live ‘tasty’ from today,” 
the Latin American intellectuals 
and politicians described their 

victory as an expression of “the 
hopes of change of Colombian 
progressivism.”

The Puebla Group also cele-
brated “the democratic spirit and 
the civic and peaceful will that 
was expressed on election day, 
especially due to their participa-
tion levels.”

The victory of Historical Pact 
candidates refl ects “the enor-
mous work of young people who 

dream of a new Colombia, where 
all the men and women excluded 
will be recognised,” it added.

The Puebla Group also invit-
ed to respect the results of the 
elections in order to “build a fair, 
democratic, and peaceful Colom-
bia” because the “victory of Gus-
tavo Petro fi lls Latin America 
with hope. The people begin to 
breathe new airs of dialogue, 
social equality, and integration.”

Prior to the fi rst round, pro-
gressive Latin American leaders 
demanded that President Ivan 
Duque provide security and stop 
questioning the legitimacy of the 
electoral process.

The Puebla Group was 
founded in 2019 by over forty 
progressive Latin American 
leaders. Among them are Presi-
dent Alberto Fernandez (Argen-
tina) and former presidents 

Dilma Rousseff  and Lula da 
Silva (Brazil), Jose Mujica (Uru-
guay), Rafael Correa (Ecuador), 
Ernesto Samper (Colombia), 
Evo Morales (Bolivia), Jose Luis 
Rodriguez (Spain), Fernando 
Lugo (Paraguay), Martin Torri-
jos (Panama), and Leonel Fern-
andez (Dominican Republic).
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