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ENERGY PRICES
EXPLODE: CAPITALISM
IN CRISIS
Anna Pha
Consumers face soaring energy
costs as Australia’s gas and thermal coal exporters rake in windfall
profits. The incoming Labor government has inherited the legacy
of decades of inaction on climate
change; neoliberal deregulation
and privatisation; profiteering by
fossil fuel monopolies; and a costof-living crisis.
It beggars belief that some small
energy companies are telling their
domestic customers that they should
sign up with another company because
they cannot absorb the rising costs.
Yet this is exactly what is happening as
wholesale electricity prices on the spot
market have soared.
The world is facing global energy,
fuel, food, climate, health, and freshwater crises and they are all interconnected. Australia, despite its vast energy
resources and other riches, is not exempt.
Unlike many of the poorer nations, it is
in a position to do something, not just
for Australia, but the planet.
Climate change is here. Unprecedented floods and transport problems
have resulted in fresh food shortages and
unbelievable price hikes: iceberg lettuces
going for $8-$10 each; a single yellow
capsicum around $3.75 each – not per
kilo; one green zucchini more than $2.50
each; green cabbages for $7.00.
Rent increases, rising cost of petrol,
higher interest rates, and the hikes in gas
and electricity prices to come: the oﬃcial
Consumer Price Index might be 5.1 per
cent, but the reality for households is
far grimmer. As so many have pointed
out, everything except wages is going up.
Last week’s increase in interest rates
from 0.35 per cent to 0.85 per cent will
result in hefty mortgage repayments of
$150 or more per month for the average
loan. Investors will seek to recover that
with higher rents.
Higher energy and fuel prices impact
on everything, from production to transportation and storage, further inflating
costs. Inflation without a wage rise means
a reduction in purchasing power and consumer demand; it has a contractionary
impact on the economy. It is a wage cut.
This situation is not unique to Australia.
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It is a global phenomenon and raises the
prospect of a global recession. This is
capitalism in crisis.

ELECTRICITY PRICES
SOAR
The Australian Energy Regulator has
given the go ahead for household electricity prices to rise by up to 18.3 per cent in
NSW, up to 12.6 per cent in Queensland
and by slightly lower amounts in other
states. Small businesses, many of them
already struggling after COVID, will be
hit by similar increases.
The wholesale market price of electricity has risen by 141 per cent.
The main drivers of this sudden
price hike include the higher cost of
coal-fired generation and supply not
meeting demand. Thermal coal prices
have risen globally by 500 per cent, in
part a result of the sanctions on Russian
exports and consequential shortages on
international markets. This might be
good for coal exporters’ profits but not
for people relying on energy.
At the beginning of this month thirty
per cent of Australia’s coal-fired power
stations had unscheduled shutdowns
further driving up prices. It’s not clear
whether this is market manipulation to
create shortages which fuel price rises
or failure of ageing generators.

GAS PRICES
Earlier this year wholesale gas was
$10 a gigajoule and by early June it hit
$800 a gigajoule on spot markets in
Victoria. The Australian Energy Market
Operator stepped in with a temporary
cap of $40 a gigajoule which was due
to be lifted on 10th June. Even the $40
cap amounts to a whopping 400 per cent
increase. (pv magazine Australia)
Sanctions imposed by the European
Union and the US on the export of Russian gas have contributed to a global
shortage, thus sending prices through
the roof. Russia was previously the fourth
largest liquid natural gas (LNG) exporter.
The only beneficiaries are the gas corporations, in particular from Australia
– the largest exporter of LNG – and the
US, which is rapidly expanding its more
expensive LNG sector.
Continued on page 2
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CASHLESS DEBIT
CARD NOT MEETING
“INTENDED
OBJECTIVES”
With the Morrison government gone, parliament has an opportunity to rectify many of the
grave distresses that Morrison and Co. placed
on the Australian working class.
One of the first problems the Albanese government seeks to fix is Australia’s welfare system
and it has received an impetus from the Auditor
General.
According to a derisive report coming out of
the Australian National Audit Oﬃce (ANAO), the
Department of Social Services had “not demonstrated that the [cashless debit card] (CDC)
program is meeting its intended objectives.”
The cardless debit card program has been
criticised since trials began in 2016 under the
former Coalition government. The program
quarantines eighty per cent of welfare payments
onto a debit card which cannot withdrawn.
Many qualified the CDC program as paternalistic, restricting the ability of recipients to use
their payments to their discretion in financing
their life. For the Coalition, such restrictions
were aimed at addressing issues related to alcohol, drug addiction, and gambling. However,
these restrictions have had other consequences.
According to the ABC, one such recipient,
Gloria Smith who cares for her son born with
a disability wanted to give him money for his
birthday but because of the card couldn’t: “My
son’s birthday is coming up in a couple of weeks
and I was going to give him $100 for his birthday
and I can’t do that now because it’s stuck on
this card.”
Many also criticised the racist nature of the
CDC program with the card being trialled in
areas with larger Indigenous populations. While
this was denied by the former government, the
program was first proposed “as a key recommendation in mining magnate Andrew Forrest’s
Review of Indigenous Training and Employment”
(The Conversation). As a result, the lives of many
Indigenous people, such as Kalgoorlie woman
Barbara Clinch who could not “make repayments
for a recent bank loan because the remaining
twenty per cent of her welfare paid into her bank
account does not cover them” (ABC).
The ANAO also found that “Internal performance measurement and monitoring processes
for the CDC program are not eﬀective,” further
stating that while “monitoring data exists, […] it
is not used to provide a clear view of program
performance due to limited performance measures and no targets.”
Thankfully, the Albanese government, as
part of their election promise, “pledged to scrap
the cashless debit card and all forms of income
management as compulsory schemes” flagging it
“would first consult with aﬀected communities”
(Guardian (UK)).
However, the failure of such a program is not
because of some flaw inside the design but the
design itself. The CDC was an ideologically driven
program designed by Australia’s ruling class to
tell its poorest and most vulnerable citizens how
it’s meant to spend its money. Dehumanising the
working class under the guise of “responsible
governance”. Luckily this program – like the
government that initiated it – will be a thing
of the past.

Continued from page 1

There is a “trigger” that could
be brought into play that provides
for gas exports to be redirected
for Australian consumption. The
government does not appear to
be enthusiastic about bringing it
into play.
Western Australia has provisions ensuring that at least fifteen per cent of gas production
is reserved for domestic use. Gas
prices in WA are lower than in the
eastern states where gas exporters
charge Australian consumers at
international market rates.
The export of most of Australia’s
gas is creating shortages and driving up prices.

CLIMATE
This energy crisis is a direct
result of decades of kowtowing to
fossil fuel corporations and failure
to plan and take decisive action to
cut fossil fuel emissions as the climate science dictates. The impacts
of climate change are being felt
globally and are set to worsen.
It is disgraceful that governments have given fossil fuel companies tens of billions in subsidies;

this corporate welfare harms the
welfare of people and the planet.
If Australia, with its vast land
mass, sun, and oceans, had carried
out a transition to renewables we
would not be in this situation.
NEOLIBERALISM
Despite being the world’s largest liquid natural gas exporter Australia, a relatively small consumer,
faces shortages. Eighty-five per
cent of our gas is exported. Apart
from Western Australia, there are
no restrictions on the export, no
requirement to retain enough for
Australia’s requirements.
Privatisation has seen the
government go begging to these
powerful monopolies that control
gas markets to reduce their exports.
At present the federal government
lacks the power to control the distribution and pricing of Australia’s
resources.

PEOPLE FIRST
Policies are needed that put
people and the planet first:
• Real wage rises and substantial
boost to social security
payments
• Increase in royalties and

windfall taxes based on
volume, not declared profits
• Price controls and regulation of
exports
• Phasing out of coal, gas, and
oil exploitation by 2030 with a
ban on new coal mines and gas
projects
• Transition to renewable
energy with no mine workers
disadvantaged
• Large scale investment in
renewable energy and storage
• Investment in public transport,
rail freight, and subsidies for
electric vehicles
• Upgrade of electricity grid
to accommodate input from
renewable energy sources
• Establish public energy retailer
to drive down private sector
profiteers.
Above all the government must
take responsibility to plan, own and
control energy production, distribution and pricing. Any profits should
be directed to social good – public
education, health and housing –
and to saving the planet. 

cpa.org.au/product-tag/women
shop@cpa.org.au

Find out more about the
Communist Party of Australia
web www.cpa.org.au
email cpa@cpa.org.au
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PUBLIC SECTOR WORKERS WALK
OFF ON PERROTTET “PROPOSAL”
Report from a CPA member on strike

E Lennon
Tens of thousands of public servants
walked oﬀ the job in a strike defying
the Premier’s inaction, posturing, and
insulting behaviour.
The Public Service Association (PSA)
wrote to Premier Dominic Perrottet four
times about a wage rise and to abolish the
wage cap. Instead of coming to the table,
Perrottet held a media conference where
he proclaimed a three per cent “wage rise.”
As a member of the PSA writing this, it
was heartening to see so many colleagues
taking to the streets and pushing back at
this platitude.
To echo what our union oﬃcials have
already said, finding out about a “proposal”
through the media is insulting and disrespectful. Especially to frontline workers who have
kept New South Wales functioning since the
COVID-19 pandemic began.
“Perrottet has made a big deal of his oﬀer
to lift the decade-old wage cap from 2.5 to 3.0
per cent. But with inflation running at 5.1 per
cent, workers need at least 5.2 per cent to go
forward,” wrote PSA President, Nicole Jess
in an op-ed for the Sydney Morning Herald.
“The current three per cent oﬀer will
mean the average worker will have to spend
less on their groceries this year, compared
to last year. Forcing 430,000 public sector
employees to cop a pay cut right now is not
just unethical, but economically foolish.
“Scrapping the wages cap and giving
our public sector employees a decent pay

rise would send a powerful signal to private
sector employers: start shifting money from
the profit column or prepare to start losing
employees.”
The PSA, like other unions, is using the
momentum gained from anger and frustrations following the pandemic. We saw nurses
and midwives come out in force for their
strike actions in previous months. Transport
workers similarly walked oﬀ at the end of
last year. It was invigorating to see public
sector workers now have their moment to
show those at the top what union power and
collective strength means.
This includes the strength of regional
and rural members engaging with the PSA’s
wage rise campaign. As Nicole Jess has said,
frontline workers, including those in regional
and rural areas and job sites should not be
forgotten.
Other minority workers and those who
are marginalised must also be recognised,
such as the First Nations Peoples who served
on the frontline. This included continuing to
see children as child protection case workers
in person amid the pandemic.
For many, this was either the first time
they had walked oﬀ work in years or their
first time striking full stop.
“The PSA does not take the decision to go
on strike lightly,” the union communicated
to its members.
“We know many members are reluctant
to take a day from their vital roles protecting
and serving the people of NSW.
“However, the state government’s refusal

to commit to giving our members a suﬃcient
wage rise to keep ahead of inflation leaves
us with no choice. This refusal comes after
the NSW Public Sector spent the past twoand-a-half years guiding the state through
pandemic, bushfires and floods.”
It’s hoped that the message rings loud
and clear in Dominic Perrottet’s ears: he
needs to get with the program and make a
solid irrevocable oﬀer to public sector workers. One that will help us stay on top of the
rapidly increasing cost of living.
In his address to the media, Perrottet also
oﬀered a $3000 bonus payment to health
workers. A gesture aimed at one group of
frontline workers, but as it was pointed out in
speeches at our rally, where are the bonuses
for everyone else who worked through the
pandemic?
“Today we’re announcing the biggest
boost in our health workforce in the state’s
history and the largest in the country,” Perrottet said in his media conference.
“It’s been a diﬃcult two years across
our state but our workers have been at the
frontline. […] We really appreciate what you
have done for all of us.”
Perrottet’s focus on health neglected
many of the contingents attending the PSA’s
day of action. It also still doesn’t take a pay
rise above inflation or give enough to keep
up with the cost of living.
“[It’s] disappointing to see the government have not looked after their employees,
our members,” wrote PSA General Secretary
on Facebook.

“Our School Learning Support Oﬃcers
(SLSO’s) are on $56,000 a year. There is no
overtime, this is it for them and you know
what, there is a health component to their
jobs. But they are not included in the ‘appreciation payment’ $3,000. Our members in
schools work hard and can’t aﬀord the rise
of cost of living.
“All frontline workers have been disadvantaged today. […] This also means that
the communities they live in have been
disadvantaged.”
As a member of the Communist Party of
Australia working in the NSW Public Service
and a member of the PSA I’m proud to have
stood up to the government and be a small
part in our battle to win what we have earned.
However, I believe that we’ll need to
struggle further if we’re to win. I know that
this action has inspired other workers to fight
back. It’s important that we continue to build
the campaign. We need to keep organising
our coworkers and make sure that the next
strike is even bigger so that the government
can no longer ignore us.
Until the NSW Premier’s Oﬃce comes
back with a comprehensive and legally
binding oﬀer that looks after all of us, from
education to those in service centres and
beyond, there is no oﬀer expressing true
appreciation for the workers who have kept
the state together. We make the Premier and
all his ministers look good. It’s time that
they return the favour, stop this insulting
behaviour, and pay us what we’re worth. 
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SIXTY YEARS OF
AUSTRALIAN-CUBAN SOLIDARITY

On Saturday, 4th June 2022,
activists from around Australia gathered at the Cuban
Embassy in Canberra to receive
commendations from the
Cuban Institute for Friendship Amongst Peoples (ICAP),
celebrating over sixty years of
solidarity and collaboration.
Representing the many CPA
members involved in Cuban
solidarity since the Revolution, senior members of the
Central Committee, as well
as representatives from the
Canberra and other branches
of the Party, took part in the
festivities, reflecting on the
longstanding, and ongoing,
relationship. Assembling inperson for the first time since
2019, Cuban Ambassador to
Australia, Ariel Lorenzo Rodriguez, presented medallions
to the Australia-Cuba Friendship Society (extant since 1979)
and the Southern Cross Brigade (running annually since
1983) on behalf of ICAP. The
strong attendance and very
positive atmosphere reflects
the ongoing commitment of
Australian friends of Cuba to
supporting the Revolution,
overturning the criminal United States blockade and continuing our joint relationship for
many decades to come. Long
live socialist Cuba!

PARTY DIPLOMACY
IN CANBERRA
Over the weekend of the 4th
June, senior members of the Central
Committee used the opportunity
of attending the commemoration

of sixty years of Australian-Cuban
solidarity to conduct a number of
diplomatic visits. Accompanied by
activists from the CPA Canberra
branch, the General Secretary,
Deputy General Secretary and
Party President undertook visits
to representatives of Palestine, the
Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
and the People’s Republic of China
and were provided with updates on
conditions in their respective countries and potential for future work
and collaboration – particularly
given the commitments and express
aims of the new ALP government.
In meeting with Izzat Salah
Abdulhadi, Head of the General
Delegation of Palestine to Australia,
New Zealand and the Pacific, those
convened discussed recent events
in Palestine, including the brutal
Israeli assassination of Al Jazeera
journalist Shireen Abu Akleh, as
well as the need for Labor to enact
the “priority” commitment of its
membership to recognise the Palestinian state. The CPA expressed
its ongoing support for the end of
Israeli occupation of all Palestinian lands and the establishment of
an Independent Palestinian State.
Venezuelan Head of Mission,
Daniel Gasparri Rey provided an
update on conditions in the country,
particularly given the relaxation of
specific United States sanctions.
Gasparri noted that, while conditions have improved recently,
the Venezuelan people continue
to live under a range of cruel economic sanctions that have not been
altered. These unilateral imperialist
sanctions are genocidal mechanisms
with the express aim of overthrowing a democratic popular government. All participants expressed

their shared will for the new ALP
government to immediately recognise the democratically-elected
government of President Nicolás
Maduro, ending the Juan Guaidó
farce once and for all and removing Australia’s explicit support for
the United States’ imperial aims.
Meanwhile, as Australia and
China will soon celebrate fifty years
of diplomatic relations, the CPA
reiterates that China should not be
seen as a rival but a partner in the
shared development of our people.
In meeting with Minister Wang
Xining and colleagues, attendees
expressed their appreciation of
fraternal relations with the Communist Party of China and the
deepening relations amongst the
international communist movement. Australia should seek not to
piggyback on American hawkishness in our region, but work with
our geographic partners, such as
China, to combat our shared future
challenges, particularly climate
change.
The experience of the CPC,
and our many other fraternal parties and nations, will continue to
teach Australian communists an
enormous amount on socialist construction, the adaptation of Marxism to specific and complicated
conditions, and alternative modes
of development. It is incumbent
upon Australia and its political
representatives to work multilaterally in the interests of the working
masses to advance the shared aims
of humanity, not the concerns of
exploitative and self-destructive
capital. Our growing Party must
and will continue our century-long
commitment to doing just that. 

Australia should seek not to piggyback
on American hawkishness in our region,
but work with our geographic partners,
such as China, to combat our shared future
challenges, particularly climate change.

On 3rd June 1992 the High Court of Australia recognised that a group
of Torres Strait Islanders, led by Eddie Mabo, held ownership of Mer
(Murray Island). In acknowledging the traditional rights of the Meriam
people to their land, the court also held that native title existed for all
Indigenous people. This landmark decision gave rise to important
native title legislation the following year and rendered terra nullius
(empty land) a legal fiction. We are marking the thirtieth year of that
acknowledgement. In the 1996 elections the Coalition opposition ran
a racist advertising campaign against native title, in cohoots with the
National Farmers’ Federation, representing the big pastoralists. The
adverts were a scare campaign, telling people their backyards were
in peril. The backyard of stolen land in possession of Gina Rinehart,
billionaire pastoralist and miner, is thanks to her father, mining
magnate Lang Hancock. He, like big miners before and after him, set
government agendas and are consulted in the drafting of legislation in
Indigenous affairs. Hancock proposed a plan aimed at giving certainty
to him and his fellow plunderers – a sterilisation program in Indigenous
communities, so that, in his words, “they die out.”
As I write, the Albanese government has announced a meeting of
state energy ministers to grapple with the question of higher energy
bills and a gas shortage (see page 1). The issue being talked up is
the billions in profits for the likes of Santos from selling gas overseas
while the consumer price here keeps climbing. The government asked
Santos et al. to divert some of that gas into the local market and got
a “no”; instead they demanded more access to gas fields on farming
land. Not that gas is a solution: The exercise is a demonstration of
the economic power of the fossil fuel churners. When the Rudd Labor
government introduced a Resources Super Profits Tax in 2010, it was
of course attacked by the big coal exporters Rio Tinto, BHP Billiton
and Xstrata. Soon thereafter came a palace coup and new PM Julia
Gillard made a beeline to the rewrite table and scrapped the Tax.
Meanwhile, across the road at the Liberal Party, the party’s leader
Malcolm Turnbull, who had supported the tax, was also overthrown
and replaced by Tony “climate change is crap” Abbott.
PARASITE OF THE WEEK: The rule book for casinos is by necessity
thick, their scope for criminal activities being so wide. But their
connection to organised crime/big business is so tight and their tax
revenue to government so big that no government has ever closed
one. In that context the announcement by the Australian Federal
Police that they’ve decided to target the Italian mafia in Australia
causes pause for thought: Crown Casino – one in Sydney and one
in Melbourne – are open for inspection day and night, trading in
laundered black-market money from any of the most heinous crimes
you can think of. It’s a you’re-standing-in-it kind of thing.
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WATERSHED EVENTS IN
AUSTRALIAN FIRST NATIONS
HISTORY
This year marks several anniversaries in the fight for Indigenous struggle, coinciding with the election of an
Albanese government planning reforms
for First Nations rights. These include
the following below.

ABORIGINAL TENT
EMBASSY IS NOW 50
Originally located under a beach umbrella, the Aboriginal Tent Embassy marks its
50th anniversary this year and represents
the “longest protest for Indigenous rights,
sovereignty and self-determination in the
world.” The Commonwealth Heritage List
recognises the site as it is included as part
of the Old Parliament House precinct. As an
embassy it emphasises that the fact that
Aboriginal people never ceded sovereignty.

MABO DECISION
30TH ANNIVERSARY
Genuine land rights became a possible
reality in 1992 when the High Court of Australia confirmed that oﬃcially the nation
had been “living a lie” for all of its history
to that point. The myth of “terra nullius”
was exploited by capitalist Australia, whose
profits expanded at the expense of First
Nations workers as they and their families
languished in poverty, frequently excluded
from schools, hospitals and many public
places. Brave Aboriginal leaders could
count on support from the Communist
Party of Australia among a few activists who
attempted to rectify many glaring injustices
together. Recent Aboriginal leaders such as
Vincent Lingiari, Neville Perkins and Pastor
Sir Douglas Nichols made tremendous sacrifices for their people.
Prominent Communists, including author
Frank Hardy, anthropologist Dr Hannah
Middleton, along with union support, backed
the Gurindji at Wattie Creek in their struggle.
Later in 1991, a former Communist, Justice
Elliot Johnston, authored the monumental
Report of the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.
The fact that this recognition of Aborigines as people with inalienable rights, had
never been written into the Constitution
allowed this myth to be perpetuated, even
though the 1967 referendum allowed the
Commonwealth to make laws for all First
Nations peoples, apart from being authorised to count them.

BRINGING THEM HOME
REPORT
Some twenty-five years ago, the Report
of the National Inquiry into the Separation
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Children from their Families was released,
a testament to the courage of thousands who

A member of Yothu Yindi, performing during the launching of the International Year of the World’s Indigenous People – December 1992.
Photo: John Isaac. www.unmultimedia.org/photo (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

told of the devastating impact of forcible
removal from their families, cultures and
communities. Even distinguished returned
Aboriginal soldiers had their children stolen.

ULURU STATEMENT
FROM THE HEART 5TH
ANNIVERSARY
Just as Prime Minister William McMahon, in spite of the Tent Embassy, dismissed
any hope of land rights in re-asserting the
government’s assimilation policy, a more
recent Prime Minister, Malcolm Turnbull,
merely oﬀered an immediate dismissal of
the “voice to parliament,” erroneously as a
“third chamber.” Although McMahon tried
to ignore the presence of the Tent Embassy,
the opposition leader and subsequent Prime
Minister, Gough Whitlam, visited the protesters and promised land rights under a future
Labor government, a promise he indeed kept
when symbolically he poured a handful of
dirt into the hand of Gurindji leader, Vincent
Lingiari, and provided a land title document
as confirmation.

Now a new Labor government has
begun the process of fulfilling a promise to
provide First Nations people with a say in
legislation that directly aﬀects them. Much
goodwill appears to exist in the community
for a much better deal for Indigenous Australians, although some Aboriginal people,
including some who have been involved in
the Tent Embassy, express their cynicism as
they have heard so many pious words spoken
before without any concrete results ensuing.
In addition, priorities have become an issue.
As in the words of the Yothu Yindi song, is it
treaty now or “voice to parliament” now, or
both at the same time? Certainly, it’s time,
time for a genuine change!

LINDA BURNEY: THE
FIRST FIRST NATIONS
WOMAN AS MINISTER
FOR INDIGENOUS
AUSTRALIANS

now has a total of ten First Nations members and senators, seven of whom are
women. Linda Burney now bears the onerous weight of Australian Aboriginal history
on her shoulders, so marked with delays
and inaction.

RECONCILIATION CLIMAX
For National Reconciliation Week 2022
the motto was Be Brave Make Change.
Hopefully, our leaders and the entire nation
will make the necessary change. Narungga
Elder, Dr Kevin “Dookie” O’Loughlin, whose
honorary doctorate from the University of
South Australia was awarded for his contribution over three decades to reconciliation,
embraces a two-way process whereby, not
simply Aboriginal people having to change,
but more importantly the rest of the nation
as well. Will Australia be brave enough to
make that change? 

As a significant outcome of the recent
federal election, the Australian parliament

Gough Whitlam, visited the protesters and
promised land rights under a future Labor
government, a promise he indeed kept when
symbolically he poured a handful of dirt into the
hand of Gurindji leader, Vincent Lingiari, and
provided a land title document as confirmation.
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HOW YOUR SUPER IS
FIGHTING MODERN SLAVERY
Francis Leach Editor-at-large (ACTU)
via Australian Unions
Most Australians think slavery has been
consigned to the scrapheap of history.
They’d be shocked to know that it is
very much alive in this country.
Modern slavery is sophisticated, transnational and happening amongst us according to United Workers Union director of
property services Lyndal Ryan.
“It may not be how people imagine slavery to be, but it is happening. People are
shocked when they hear stories about epic
exploitation [in Australia] but it’s only the
tip of the iceberg,” she says.
“These stories are representative of a
much bigger problem. It’s often the case that
workers are too scared to speak up, even to
those who might be able to help them.
“That shows you the level of fear people
are feeling.”

CLEANING UP
ACCOUNTABILITY
Ryan is a board member of the Cleaning Accountability Framework (CAF). The
organisation was created out of recognition
that to end the exploitation of cleaners in
Australia, a whole of industry strategy was
required.
CAF brings together unions, industry
superannuation, business, governments,
academia and industry associations to
create a certification scheme for businesses
to ensure that they can “slavery proof” their
supply chains.
Many of Australia’s 150,000 cleaners
are migrant workers on visas. Unscrupulous employers exploit these workers, using
immigration threats and coercion to deny
them legally mandated entitlements such
as leave and superannuation.
Ryan says unions have learnt from previous campaigns that while targeting individual

cleaning contractors was important, the real
challenge was at the top of the supply chain.
“It sits with very wealthy property owners.
With workers’ capital in superannuation being
invested in the property market, it seemed
like a logical place to start […]
“We began having conversations with
industry super funds about how they could
continue to invest in property but in such
a way that it ensured that workers in those
buildings were not being exploited,” Ryan
says.
CAF certification involves an independent
assessment of a building’s cleaning supply
chain. The supply chain is reviewed based
on key areas around rights and working
environments.
Rather than imposing a social audit (predominantly involving worker interviews), the
collaborative worker engagement strategy

is designed to obtain greater buy in from
workers and ensure long lasting improvements to workers conditions and business
compliance.

HOW ETHICAL IS YOUR
SUPER FUND?
Last week, the Property Council of Australia and CAF announced a partnership to
raise awareness of sustainable and ethical
employment practices.
CAF CEO Poonam Datar says the partnership is a natural fit.
“With the Property Council’s progressive
focus on social impact and, specifically, their
Modern Slavery Supplier Platform, CAF’s
‘eyes on the ground’ insights and subject
matter expertise will undoubtedly prove to
be synergistic,” she says.

Australian Super and other super funds
are putting their shoulder to the wheel,
using the power of workers’ capital to direct
investment decisions toward CAF compliant projects.
Ryan encourages all workers to inquire
into whether their Super fund is investing
in property that is CAF certified and free of
the modern slavery supply chain.
“I’d encourage people to ask questions.
Some funds invest more heavily in property
than others,
And CAF is very helpful in guiding people
through the process. Super funds certainly
have a major role to play,” Ryan says.
“Australian Super have already shown
that commitment and, for it to work, it needs
to be an ongoing commitment.” 

“These stories are representative of a much
bigger problem. It’s often the case that
workers are too scared to speak up, even
to those who might be able to help them.”

STRIKING AGED CARE WORKERS TAKE
ON SOUTHERN CROSS CARE SA
United Workers’ Union (UWU) Statement
Striking aged care workers
are taking their fight direct
to Southern Cross Care headquarters in inner suburban
Adelaide today, the latest in
a series of rolling stoppages.
Aged care workers will stage a
protest at Southern Cross Care’s
Glenside head oﬃces in their fourth
week of action, following strike
action at AnglicareSA’s Hindmarsh
headquarters yesterday.
“Southern Cross Care chief

executive David Moran must listen
to his workers’ demands,” United
Workers Union Aged Care Director
Carolyn Smith said today.
“Workers from across Southern
Cross Care’s seventeen facilities
have taken strike action to tell
Southern Cross Care they need to
show their workers respect.
“These are the aged care workers who have cared for aged care
residents throughout the pandemic.
“Today aged care workers are

converging on Glenside to tell
Southern Cross Care that their oﬀer
is not good enough.
“Workers are demanding better
pay, more staﬀ and more time to
care.
“Workers have been forced to
take strike action by conditions
in aged care that have gone from
horrible to terrifying.
“The sooner Southern Cross
Care gets on board and recognises
workers need to be treated fairly,

the sooner the appalling conditions
facing aged care workers and aged
care residents can be addressed.”
Ms Smith said the strike at
Southern Cross Care – South Australia’s largest aged care provider
caring for more than 1300 aged
care residents – and strike action
in AnglicareSA yesterday occurred
alongside strike actions in five
other aged care providers in WA
and Queensland.
“The terrible fact is more than

twelve months on from the Royal
Commission report, older Australians still do not have access to the
level of care required to ensure they
can live with safety and dignity,”
Ms Smith said.
“Appropriate staffing and
a workforce that is valued and
respected are the keys to quality
aged care.” 
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NCP OF THE NETHERLANDS:
7TH CONGRESS COMPLETED:
MILITANT AND UNITED FOR
SOCIALISM!
New Communist Party of the Netherlands (NCPN) Statement
8th Congress’ and the Decision on party
building.” The Congress also adopted the
Resolutions, which summarise the specific tasks that follow from the Congress
decisions.
A new CC and a new Audit Committee
were elected. The new CC consists of eleven
comrades, six of whom were also elected
on the previous CC. For health reasons,
Wil van der Klift was not available as a
candidate for the new CC. He has been
involved in the party leadership since the
foundation of the NCPN, and for decades
made an indispensable contribution as a
member of the PB of the CC, editor-in-chief
of Manifest and international secretary.
He will continue to contribute with his
experience and knowledge.
On the occasion of our Congress, our
party received greetings from communist
and workers’ parties from Belgium, Chile,
Cuba, France, Great Britain, Greece, Germany, Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea, Mexico, Pakistan, Portugal, Russia,
Serbia, Spain, Sweden, and Vietnam.
The public Congress documents and
greetings from sister organisations will be
published on our website in the near future.
CC of the NCPN 

On the Saturdays 14th and 21st May,
the 7th Party Congress of the NCPN
took place in Amsterdam. This was
preceded by months of collectively
refining the Congress documents and
discussing them with the members
in the base organisations. With the
decisions of our Congress, we will
work in the coming years to strengthen the struggle for the interests of
the working class and to take steps
in party building.
The Congress was opened by Job
Pruijser on behalf of the outgoing CC.
He mentioned, among other things, that
the party has grown considerably in the
past few years, partly because the party is
being strengthened with comrades who
have gained experience in the Communist
Youth Movement of the Netherlands (CJB).
Valuable discussions were held at the
Congress. The Report of activities of the
outgoing CC was approved, as was the
financial reporting. The Congress further
adopted important political documents
elaborating the assessments and positions
of the Party: the “Political decision on the
international and national developments,
the work of the NCPN in the labour movement and the tasks of the NCPN until the

CANADA: CONSTRUCTION WORKERS
SAY “ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!” – TENS OF
THOUSANDS DEFY BUSINESS UNION
LEADERSHIP TO STRIKE FOR FAIR WAGES
People’s Voice – Ontario Bureau
In a clear indication of growing restlessness among workers, 43,000 construction workers have struck across
Ontario. Major unions in the sector
have turned down agreements that
have been recommended by their union
leaderships to bring most non-residential construction sector to a standstill
for the first time in over a generation.
While a number of units ratified new
deals over the May 21-22 weekend and
returned to work, thousands of workers remain out as of press time.
The strike has received solidarity from
many organisations including the Communist
Party, whose Ontario Executive said it “stands
in full solidarity with all workers on strike
to maintain wages and living standards.”
The collective agreements for an array of
construction trades workers expired on April
30. First to walk were 15,000 members of
the Labourers’ International Union of North
America (LiUNA) Local 183, who downed
their tools on 2nd May. They were soon joined
by 6,000 workers in International Union of
Operating Engineers (IUOE) Local 793 and
7,000 Drywall, Acoustic Lathing and Insulation workers, with Local 675 of the Carpenters’ Union joined the picket lines striking

shortly thereafter. A week after LiUNA set
up picket lines, 15,000 carpenters from the
industrial, commercial and institutional
(ICI) construction sector walked oﬀ the job.
In each case, workers rejected contracts
that had been recommended by their union
leadership, because the proposed wage
increases were below the cost of living. In
another case, the membership of the plumbers and pipefitters union (UA) voted against
a contract oﬀer of 12.5 per cent over the next
three years before another vote was held that
ratified the contract by 60 per cent.
Mike Yorke, president of the Carpenters’
District Council of Ontario (CDCO) was sent
scrambling before picket lines were set up. He
begged the employer to come back to the table
and claimed in a press release that “nobody
wants to go on strike and our Union hasn’t
been on strike in the ICI sector for thirty-four
years, but our members – from one side of
the province to the other – have now voted
overwhelming to tell their employers that
we want a fair deal.”
Employers in the construction sector
have pitted one trade against another to
weaken their power and block solidarity.
The overwhelming number of workers and
trades currently on strike is the first small

step to build solidarity amongst all the construction trades. Unfortunately, ironworkers and electricians with the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW)
have already accepted agreements with
below inflation wage increases, although
the latter has a “me-too” clause that might
lead to further increases if other unions win
higher wage increases.
Collective agreements for construction
workers expire every three years at the end
of April. However, Ontario’s anti-worker
labour law stipulates that construction workers in the residential sector have the right
to strike only until 15th June. After that, all
outstanding contract issues are submitted to
a government-appointed arbitrator.
Are employers’ councils banking on
binding arbitration? Given the billions of
dollars in profit that have been made in
the residential housing sector over recent
years, they could certainly aﬀord to wait
out the six weeks. Richard Lyll, President
of the Residential Construction Council of
Ontario which represents some of the chief
profiteers of the housing crisis, told media he
is not optimistic that a deal will be reached.
Solidarity must be built now in order to put
real pressure on the industry. If workers in

the trades can win agreements that keep up
with inflation, it will strengthen the fight of
the whole working class which is being told
it should pay for the capitalist crisis even as
profits continue to soar.
A complicating factor for this strike is
that it occurs in the middle of a provincial
election. Despite open animosity towards
unionised healthcare, education and other
public sector unions, Doug Ford’s Conservatives have been endorsed by LiUNA,
IUPAT, the IBEW Construction Council of
Ontario and the International Brotherhood
of Boilermakers. Liberal Party leader Steven
Del Duca is the former director of public
aﬀairs at the Carpenters’ District Council
of Ontario, which provides material support
to the Liberals.
For labour to move forward, it is critical
to unite and close the gap between private
and public sector workers, all of whom are
exploited for their labour to line the pockets
of the those who own the means of production. This is a unity that must be forged in
struggle, beginning on the construction
trades picket lines. An injury to one is an
injury to all! 
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OP-ED: UNDER US CAPITALIST
CULTURE, MASS SHOOTINGS
LIKE UVALDE ARE BECOMING
NORMALISED
Ian Goodrum
I’m sick of waking up to tragedies.
Beijing is thirteen hours ahead of US
Central Time, so my Wednesday hadn’t
even started when word of a shooting
at an elementary school in Uvalde,
Texas – my home state, and a town
not much smaller than the one where
I grew up – had spread far and wide
on social media.
I’m sure I wasn’t alone in what I did
after learning of this ghastly crime: I called
my mother. She hadn’t heard. So I had the
unfortunate task of breaking the news.
Once she could process the enormity of
the loss – nineteen children and two teachers,
gone forever – she only had one question,
“Why?” That’s something we all must have
asked ourselves over the last week.
I won’t pretend I have a one-size-fits-all
answer. What honest person could? But what
I am interested in is the why of “why”; how it
is we’ve been in so many of these situations,
demanded a change, and yet seen nothing
of consequence happen.
Considering the broader context, this is
understandable. Uvalde joins a long list of
locales in the US rocked by gun violence:
Sandy Hook, Las Vegas, Parkland, Orlando,
Aurora, Buﬀalo, and Virginia Tech. Those
are some of the more heinous incidents
from the recent past, but they barely scratch
the surface. So far this year over 200 mass
shootings have taken place, more than one
per day in a year that isn’t half over yet. In
the week since the massacre in Uvalde, at
least eight more have been reported.
What’s to blame for this epidemic of
carnage? That’s another “why” on everyone’s mind.
But there are others still. Investigations
into local law enforcement’s response to the
shooting have reignited debate on the nature
of policing in the US. A heavily militarised
Uvalde Police Department – itself the product
of bloated defence budgets that put surplus
war materiel in the hands of police across the
country – stood by for over an hour while
students and faculty were trapped inside.
Several parents on the scene, desperate to save their children, were threatened
with arrest by oﬃcers and federal marshals.
Some were pepper sprayed, tasered, and
handcuﬀed. In the aftermath, many have
rightly wondered how it is cops in the US so
quickly turn to deadly force against unarmed
Black men but twiddle their thumbs when
children are dying.
Yet another “why” in search of an answer,
and the usual song-and-dance put on by the
press and politicians in the wake of these
barbarities assuages no one. The stunning

speed with which death has woven itself
into the fabric of everyday life in the US has
made this into a cyclical, repetitive process.
We ask “why,” and have to move on when
no worthwhile reply is forthcoming. The
stuﬀ of nightmares, incorporated into our
consciousness without a passing glance.
This sick phenomenon is not something
I observe lightly, or as a means of rhetorical
points-scoring. Some may think I delight in
commenting on the horrors that befall ordinary people in the US. That I luxuriate in the
despair of those trapped in the latticework
of an uncaring system. That incalculable,
utterly preventable disaster is mere grist
for the propaganda mill, a chance to wag
the finger and say “I told you so.”
These people are morons.
If I appear harsh on my homeland, it’s
because so many suﬀer there – and everywhere! – despite a material abundance that
could secure a decent life for everyone.
I would love nothing more than to look
upon my country and see a place where
no child goes to bed hungry, where no one
sleeps without a roof over their head or has
to wonder whether today is the day they’re
in the wrong place at the wrong time and

everything ends. Where billions are spent
on peace instead of war. Where leaders talk
about fairness, justice, and equality and
actually mean it.
But that’s not how things are, despite
endless rhetoric from corrupt politicians and
the capitalists who trade them like Pokémon
cards. Meaningful measures against the pandemic, gun violence, and imperialist war are
desired by a vast majority of the populace,
yet this “democratic” country that inveighs
against its enemies as a self-appointed
defender of human rights does nothing to
make those desires a reality.
These are the wages of capitalist “democracy” — indiﬀerence if defence contractors,
weapons manufacturers, or hedge funders
would suﬀer even the mildest of consequences; swift, brutal action if it means
further deprivation for workers, particularly
women or racially-oppressed groups. True
democracy, people’s democracy, would put
society’s needs above all else and solve the
most pressing problems first to ensure a
stable and prosperous future for all. Any
supposedly democratic processes which
cannot perform this most basic of tasks are
little more than smoke and mirrors.

To avoid the reckoning that would surely
ensue if enough people realised this, atrocities like Uvalde are subsumed into daily life,
the useless mantra of “thoughts and prayers”
made part of the routine. In the immediate
moment there is shock and disgust, but
those not directly aﬀected soon let other
concerns take hold. It’s not their fault, it’s
by design; when someone only has time and
energy to focus on getting through the day,
they can’t wonder how and why things have
gotten so bad.
But the feeling persists, the notion
something just isn’t right. We’re right to
feel it, and we shouldn’t be mentally filing
it away, allowing these atrocities to become
one entry among many. I stand against the
normalisation of mass death because I believe
the people, were they not fed a steady diet
of media that might as well shout “THERE
IS NO ALTERNATIVE” right in their faces,
would have united to forge their own destiny long ago.
There will come a time when the “whys”
get too loud to ignore, when prevarications
no longer satisfy. For me, and many others,
that day can’t come soon enough.
People’s World 

True democracy, people’s democracy, would
put society’s needs above all else and solve
the most pressing problems first to ensure
a stable and prosperous future for all.

Guardian

13th June, 2022

9

IRISH ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS:
OPENING NEW OPPORTUNITIES
FOR STRUGGLE
John Pinkerton
A historic step forward was
taken on the road to Irish freedom when the nationalist party
Sinn Féin won more seats in
the recent Northern Ireland
Assembly than the pro-British
Democratic Unionist Party.
Sinn Féin secured twenty-nine
per cent of the popular vote,
to become the largest party,
with twenty-seven of the ninety
seats. The DUP secured twenty-one per cent and twentyfive seats.
Since the British state frustrated
the establishment of an independent Ireland through partition over a
century ago, unionism has ensured
a subservient regional government
in the north-east of Ireland. In
return it expected, and still expects,
to impose its rule over the nationalist minority in the north.
The election on 5th May has
ended that as a working assumption
of Northern Ireland politics. In the
words of the general secretary of the
CPI, the opportunities are now here
“to strengthen the national content
in the class struggle and the class
content in the national struggle.”
Under the power-sharing
arrangements of the Belfast Agreement (1998), Michelle O’Neill of
Sinn Féin, as leader of the largest
party in the Assembly, is now entitled to become First Minister in the
next governing Executive, unseating
the DUP from that position. While
Sinn Féin did not emphasise Irish
unity in the election, it has made
it clear that it anticipates a border
poll within the next five to ten years.
Ironically, also thanks to the
Belfast Agreement and its powersharing architecture, the DUP is
able to block the appointment of a
Sinn Féin First Minister. The DUP
is refusing to exercise its right as
the largest unionist party to nominate a Deputy First Minister. That
must be done in order for the First
Minister’s post to take eﬀect. Without those posts filled, an Executive
cannot be formed.
The DUP is also blocking the
necessary cross-party election
of a speaker (chairperson) of the
Assembly, thereby preventing it
from meeting.
The history of the struggle
for Irish freedom has never been
straightforward. Today the development of national sovereignty
in Ireland is constrained by three
competing and collaborating

global powers: Britain, the European Union, and America – what
the Communist Party of Ireland
describes as the “triple lock of
imperialism.”
British imperialism not only
continues to maintain direct political power in Northern Ireland but
also has a major economic presence on both sides of the border.
European imperialism is seen in
its economic regulation and political influence on both sides of the
border. This will increase as the
EU moves ever closer to becoming
a federal superstate, including its
militarisation, which undermines
Irish neutrality. US imperialism exerts its control through its
economic presence, its political
influence, and its abuse of Irish
neutrality through the military use
of Shannon Airport.
Understanding the internal
dynamics of Northern Ireland
politics has to take account of this
triple lock. The internal accommodation between unionism and
nationalism achieved by the Belfast
Agreement was brokered by the
British, the EU, and the Americans.
Despite its international fanfare, the
agreement was inherently unstable. Since being set up in 1998 the
Assembly has been suspended on
five occasions – once for five years
(2002–07) and recently for three
years (2017–2020). At the start of
this year the DUP First Minister
resigned in protest at the Northern
Ireland Protocol; so at the time of
the recent election there was only a
caretaker Executive and Assembly.
The Northern Ireland Protocol places a customs border in
the Irish Sea between Britain and
Northern Ireland. This was agreed
as part of the negotiations on the
United Kingdom leaving the EU.
As Ireland has the only land border
between the UK and the EU, it has
had an important place in those
negotiations.
Both sides have been aggressively determined to defend and
advance their own strategic interests but make great play of wanting
to protect the Belfast Agreement.
Just as the leadership have
wholeheartedly committed themselves to the British side in those
negotiations, the leadership of
Sinn Féin, in its pursuit of power
through political respectability,
has committed itself to the EU
side. The unionists have clearly
been used in those negotiations
by a British Prime Minister who

Michelle O’Neill – Photo: Sinn Féin flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

promised “there will be no border
down the Irish Sea – over my dead
body” and then agreed just such an
arrangement.
Sinn Féin can expect the same
treatment from the EU in both
the North and the South when it
attempts to pursue the more radical
aspects of its programme within the
neoliberal restrictions of the EU.
The Belfast Agreement was
premised on the continuing existence of the political and communal divide and the need to ensure
cross-community agreement
on important decisions. Elected
representatives are required to
designate themselves as “nationalist,” “unionist,” or “other.” Voting
by designation is used to test
cross-community agreement – in
eﬀect providing a veto to the two
political blocs and giving licence to
intransigence.
This veto has been used 159
times since 1998, unionists using
it about three times as often as
nationalists, including preventing
same-sex marriage, abortion rights,
and welfare reform.
The result of the Belfast Agreement has been to consolidate the
two communal political blocs.
Despite the historic shifting in
the balance of power achieved at
the recent election, Sinn Féin did

not actually increase its number of
seats and only increased its vote by
one per cent. The DUP lost seven
per cent of its vote, but a unionist party even more intransigent
than it, Traditional Unionist Voice,
increased its vote by five per cent.
The designations following the
election were unionist thirty-seven,
nationalist thirty-five, and other
eighteen.
At its 2017 Congress the Communist Party noted: “When the Belfast Agreement was implemented
in 1998, the CPI recognised the
possibilities it could bring regarding
the cessation of paramilitary action
and the potential of political struggle that helps to build the unity of
the people and of the country. We
have always held the view, however, that in the interests of real
democracy we need to go beyond
the agreement.”
That need for institutional
reform has become more apparent
since then and was loudly called
for at the recent Assembly elections by the party that made most
electoral gains, the centre-right
cross-community Alliance Party,
which designates itself as “other.”
It increased its share of the vote by
five per cent and its number of seats
by a third, to seventeen.
The growth of the Alliance Party

vote alongside Sinn Féin’s position
as the largest party, and the splits
within unionism, suggest a fluidity
in the political situation. This provides opportunities in which political, social and economic struggle
can be developed in order to build,
from below, the unity of the Irish
people and of the country – something Sinn Féin have been unable
to achieve despite their eﬀorts and
the DUP have no interest in.
Throughout Ireland, republicans – inside and outside Sinn
Féin – socialists, labour movement
activists, campaigners on issues of
the environment, women, youth,
health, education, housing, peace
and international solidarity need
to link their struggles. The requirement for an all-Ireland outlook was
clearly shown during the Covid
pandemic, and the results that can
be won by militant action are being
taught by the strike wave at present
under way in Northern Ireland.
Experiences of unity in struggle
will require expression in reformed
political institutions in the North.
Experiences of unity in struggle
must also inform the debate on
the political institutions and policies needed to build a new, united
Ireland.
Socialist Voice 

British imperialism not only continues to
maintain its direct political power in Northern
Ireland but also has a major economic
presence on both sides of the border.
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CUBA: THE RIGHTS OF BOYS AND
GIRLS ARE AS SACRED AS THE
CHILDREN THEMSELVES
Mailenys Oliva Ferrales
The rights of children and adolescents
were among the topics which generated the most comments during the
popular consultation of the proposed
new Families Code, in which more
that six million Cubans took part. The
protection of children has become an
issue that requires increasingly acute
consideration.
The intention of the draft Code is to
reflect the priority Cuba gives to the healthy
development of minors and the care of their
physical and psychological integrity, within
and outside the family environment.
Nonetheless, with the introduction of
specific rights for children and teenagers in
the draft Code, a common question emerged
among parents and grandparents: Will we
lose authority over our children?
The answer is no. Although the law is
explicit in determining the scope of the
rights of children and adolescents in the
family environment without invalidating the
duties and rights of their parents, Granma
(the Cuban national newspaper) looks into
the arguments that justify the urgency of
enforcing what is proposed in the law, based
on existing legal experience in Cuba.

GROWING UP WITH
GREATER LEGAL
PROTECTION
Yamile González Cabrales, president of
the Civil, Administrative and Labor Chamber of the People’s Provincial Court in the
province of Granma, and vice-president for
Civil and Family Law at the headquarters of
the provincial branch of the National Union
of Jurists of Cuba, explains that the legal
treatment of matters involving children and
teenagers are usually complex and very sensitive, so it is essential to have an updated
legal framework that considers their duties
and rights.
In this sense, the Families Code project
becomes a starting point to broaden the
emotional and educational horizons of
families and to strengthen communication
between adults and minors. Based on this
premise, how is the family impacted by the
incorporation of the concept of the child’s
best interest?
This term is enshrined in the International Convention on the Rights of the Child,
which dates back to 1989 and to which Cuba
is a signatory. This norm shapes all provisions that relate to minors because it includes
a procedural channel based on protecting
their rights. That is to say, when a decision
is made in a court of law, the safeguarding,
protection and recognition of the child’s rights
will always be taken into account. However,
it must be considered that the Family Code
currently in eﬀect in Cuba dates from 1975,
and, although public policies have been
established and implemented since then to
protect the rights of children, legally, the
best interests of the child was not recognised
until the approval of the Constitution of the
Republic in 2019.
We believe this principle represents a

turning point in the Cuban legal framework,
since it seeks a paradigm change in our conception of the child, changing the position
of children from mere objects of protection
to that of subjects of rights.
In fact, in the current legal system, communication with minors is conceived only
on the basis of the interests of adults. For
example, says Cabrales, “consider the case of
a father who wishes to communicate with his
child, while the mother limits such contact,
neither of them actually considering what
the child wants.”
“Given this reality, and in my experience
as a judge, I have not seen a process aimed
at establishing obligations for an absent
parent to have greater participation in the
child’s life based on their needs, such as
having their presence at school meetings,
in their extracurricular activities or in any
other area of their life. In short, the child is
now considered as a person with rights and
duties, which will be acquired as the child
grows and his or her intellectual capacity
matures.” Likewise, a controversial issue
that the Code has incorporated is the right
of minors to be heard in accordance with
their capacity and progressive autonomy.
Does this concept mean a change in the traditional model of education and formation
within Cuban homes?
It has been established, from the legal
point of view, that it is necessary to reach
legal adulthood, 18 years of age, to fully enjoy
all rights and be capable of exercising them;
but this is not how the body works biologically. Progressive autonomy establishes that

the child acquires legal capacity just as they
do with the rest of their capacities, as they
mature. A six-year-old child will never be
evaluated the same way as a 13-year-old
teenager. It should also be clarified that the
degree of intellectual maturity may be different in children of the same age. Hence, it
must be personalised for each child. This does
not mean in any way that children are going
to do whatever they want, or that parents
will have their authority limited. There are
circumstances that demonstrate this, such
as the case of a child who does not want to
undergo medical treatment out of fear, in
which case the parental responsibility to
care for the child prevails because the right
to life is paramount.
In any case, it is a matter of legitimising
the active participation of children in the
family dynamics. They now have the recognised right to be heard, and to have their
opinions taken into consideration. Parents
now have additional responsibility, including
the duty to ensure the safety of children in
the digital environment. It is a step forward
that the Code recognises the access of minors
to virtual platforms as a right?
First of all, it would be naive to think that
it is possible to conceive the growth of children and adolescents apart from the digital
world, given the development of information and communication technologies. It
is not a conception exclusive to Cuba, but
rather an obvious reality in most countries,
so access to digital platforms must be a right
of minors. But just as in any other environment, children’s access to the internet must

take into consideration content and proper
use of the web, based on their progressive
autonomy and under the guidance of parents
and teachers.
Today we are facing many unpleasant
situations on the internet that have no legal
solution. In this regard, the draft Families
Code provides some legal answers. However,
the updated and recently approved Penal
Code states the procedures for negligent
conduct associated with criminal figures
on the internet.
If one had to define the greatest contribution of the new Families Code to the integral
development of children and teenagers, what
would it be?
Unfortunately, minors are a vulnerable
group who can be placed in situations where
they are the victim. The fact their rights are
legally guaranteed makes possible to settle
any dispute where they could be involved
in a more agile way, while protecting them
before, during and after the process.
Even if parents are not present, minors
will be able to count on the family ombudsman’s oﬃce. In other words, when parents
do not respond to the interests of the child,
the child will have the opportunity to seek
protection and defense of their rights.
In general terms, we are seeing a norm
that reflects what is really happening in our
society. It does not intend to change anything inside the home; in any case, it seeks
to ensure that we can all be represented,
especially boys and girls, whose rights are
as sacred as our children are.”
Granma 

...ending the view of children as objects
of protection, and recognising them as
subjects of rights
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MIKE POMPEO SUMMONED BY
SPANISH COURT TO EXPLAIN
ASSANGE ASSASSINATION PLOT
Steve Sweeney
Former US Secretary of State
Mike Pompeo has been summoned by a Spanish court to
explain an alleged CIA plot to
assassinate Julian Assange in
London.
He has been asked to appear
in connection with a probe into
whether Spanish security firm UC
Global spied on Assange while providing security for the Ecuadorian
embassy in London.
Spanish National High Court
Judge Santiago Pedraz summoned
Pompeo along with former US
counterintelligence oﬃcial William
Evanina as witnesses in the case.
Evanina has allegedly previously confessed to accessing security
camera footage and audio recordings from inside the Ecuadorian
embassy where Assange lived for
seven years until 2019.
Assange’s lawyer Aitor Martinez urged the court to summon
the pair, claiming in court papers
that the spying plot “would have

been orchestrated from the United
States.”
Pompeo has not commented
on the summons and it is unclear
whether he will agree to appear at
the hearing later this month.
Revelations of the assassination plot were first revealed in an
investigative report published by
Yahoo News last year.
US spooks are alleged to have
hatched their plan in the White
House with Pompeo, a former
CIA director, said to have been the
mastermind.
Labelling WikiLeaks a “nonhostile intelligence service” in 2017
made its employees and associates
legitimate targets for CIA counterintelligence operations, it was
suggested.
A range of possible scenarios
was presented for killing Assange
including shootouts on the streets
of London, crashing a car into his
vehicle or even shooting the tyres
oﬀ a plane taking him to Russia.
Another plan, according to one
intelligence oﬃcial, was to “break

into the embassy, drag [Assange] out
and bring him to where we want.”
According to the Yahoo report,
US officials asked their British
counterparts to support the plans.
A former senior administration
oﬃcial claimed that the British
agreed to help eliminate Assange,
although US sources have denied
this.
The British government and
intelligence services have remained
tight-lipped over the allegations,
failing to respond to requests to
either confirm or deny involvement.
Assange faces deportation to
the US and a sentence of 175 years
behind bars under the draconian
Espionage Act.
The decision lies with Britain’s
Home Secretary Priti Patel following years of legal wrangling.
Press freedom organisations
and human rights groups argue
that he is being punished for his
journalism and exposing war crimes
committed by the US and other
world powers.
Morning Star 
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ACTIVITIES
COLOMBIAN NGO: 903 LEADERS
COMMEMORATE
KILLED DURING DUQUE
PRESIDENT HO’S
ADMINISTRATION
DEPARTURE TO SEEK
WAYS FOR NATIONAL
LIBERATION
An art programme was held at
Ho Chi Minh City Opera House
on the 5th June marking the
111th anniversary of President
Ho Chi Minh’s departure to
seek ways to liberate the nation
(5th June, 1911-2022).
The event entertained the
audience with songs and dances
praising President Ho Chi Minh,
who devoted his whole life to the
national revolutionary cause and
the happiness of the people.
Participating artists also
brought to the stage performances
highlighting the achievements of
the Party, authorities and people
of Ho Chi Minh City.

The same day, an exhibition opened at Ho Chi Minh City
Museum, displaying 150 coloured
and black-and-white photos and
documents of places in Hue and
Ho Chi Minh City, where President Ho Chi Minh once lived and
worked before he boarded the ship
Admiral Latouche Treville on 5th
June, 1911, from Nha Rong Wharf
of Saigon, beginning his journey to
seek ways for national salvation.
Works on display also include
images of outcomes in the national
Doi Moi (Renewal) process as well
as the country’s socio-economic and
cultural achievements.
Nhân Dân 
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Since Colombia’s President
Iván Duque took oﬃce in 2018,
903 social leaders and human
rights defenders have been
killed, according to the coordinator of the Observatory of
Human Rights and Conflicts
of the Institute of Studies
for Development and Peace
(Indepaz), Leonardo Gómez
Perafán.
“The figures of Iván Duque’s
government are not the best in
any aspects, but as far as security
is concerned, it is close to the worst
period of violence in the last decades, which is from 2002 to 2006.
Since he took oﬃce, 930 social

leaders have been assassinated,”
said Gómez Perafán in a video
posted on Twitter.
The expert confirmed that 245
signatories of the peace agreement
between the State and the defunct
FARC guerrilla were also killed and
261 massacres were committed.
“At least 245 signatories of
the Peace Agreement have been
killed; 261 massacres have been
committed, of which forty-five
have occurred so far this year,” he
reported.
Finally, Gómez said that the
departments most aﬀected by violence are Cauca, Antioquia, Nariño,
Valle del Cauca and Putumayo and

blamed these figures on the lack
of implementation of the peace
agreement.
“The lack of commitment to
implement the peace agreement,
the ineﬀective security policy and
the lack of a comprehensive state
presence in the territory are the
main causes of widespread violence
during Iván Duque’s term in oﬃce,”
he concluded.
The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR)
released on 2nd June a report
showing concern about structural
violence in Colombia, especially
against human rights defenders.
teleSUR 
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Sydney Vigil

STOP USA
BLOCKADE ON CUBA
Join us in Sydney to demand that
the USA stops the blockade on Cuba
with the right to self determination.
Also stop other blockades like
Venezuela and Gaza.

4:15 pm Friday June 17
50 Miller Street North Sydney

12

13th June, 2022

Guardian

International

JAPAN UPS ANTE ON TAIWAN
QUESTION, NATO EXPANSION
CAUSES CONCERN IN
ASIA-PACIFIC
Chen Qingqing and Wan Hengyi
Japan has continued walking down a
dangerous path, as a former Japanese
prime minister recently urged allies
to “force China to give up seizing the
island of Taiwan,” with its current PM
reportedly preparing to attend a NATO
summit amid the Russia-Ukraine crisis later this month, a move seen as
helping NATO’s expansion into the
Asia-Pacific region. Experts warned
that, as Tokyo constantly plays with
fire over the Taiwan question, those
reckless tactics could lead to severe
consequences beyond damaging China-Japan relations, escalating confrontation and causing instability in
the region, and that Asian countries
should remain vigilant over Japan
reviving militarism.
Shinzo Abe, the former prime minister of Japan, said at a forum on Sunday
that Japan, the US and other allies “must
create a situation that forces” the Chinese
mainland to “give up seizing” the island
of Taiwan “by force,” and that Japan-US,
Japan-US-Taiwan or Quad relations should
be strengthened.
This is not the first time Abe has been
provocative about the Taiwan question. He
has previously said that “any emergency
over Taiwan would mean an emergency for
Tokyo.” The latest remark came as Japanese
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida prepares to
attend the NATO summit later this month
– the first Japanese leader to participate in
a meeting of the military alliance.
Kishida ,with China and North Korea in
mind, hopes to explain to NATO members
that Japan will keep in step on the Ukrainian situation and that unilateral attempts
to change the status quo by force must not
be tolerated anywhere in the world, having
China and North Korea in mind, the NHK,
the Japanese national broadcaster reported
on Saturday.
The Japanese PM’s attendance at the
NATO meeting is widely seen as a step to
enhance the US-Japan alliance, given that
Japan is strategically important to the US
Indo-Pacific Strategy. Some experts said it
also showed that Japan may have doubts
about whether the US would intervene, for
example, in a conflict between Japan and
China over the Diaoyu Island, so Japan
needs a strong partnership with other alliances like NATO.
Japan seeks to acquire more “bargaining chips” not only on diplomacy but also
on defense for containing China or Russia.
With the US-Japan-South Korea, AUKUS
and the Quad, it has been actively engaging
in diﬀerent multilateral security mechanisms
and sees the “charm” of collective defense
through the Russia-Ukraine crisis, Da Zhigang, director of the Institute of Northeast
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Asian Studies at Heilongjiang Provincial
Academy of Social Sciences, told the Global
Times on Monday.
“If Japan only relies on one country to
counter China or Russia, it would be diﬃcult
to do so. So it has to seek more advantages
by introducing NATO and European forces
into the Indo-Pacific and East Asia,” Da said.

SEVERE CONSEQUENCES
As the US steps up eﬀorts to contain
China’s rise, Japan has been actively assuming the role of serving Washington’s IndoPacific Strategy and countering Beijing, and
believes that the Ukraine crisis gives Beijing
the opportunity to be more assertive in the
Asia-Pacific region including on the Taiwan
question. Japan also planned to increase
its defense budget to two percent of GDP
within five years.
Japan’s defense spending may prove a
key deterrent to China’s regional ambitions,
Kevin Maher, the former Japan oﬃce director at the State Department, was quoted as
saying in a report by Fox News. The former
US oﬃcial also noted that if there were a
conflict between China and Japan, “the
Japanese contributions together with the
US are very significant.”
Considering the policy of “substantial
increase in defense spending” announced
by Kishida at Japan-US summit in May, the
Japanese government has also begun to consider expanding its stockpile by accelerating
the acquisition of missiles and ammunition
operated by the Self-Defense Forces, according to Japanese media reports on Sunday.

It will be reflected in the medium-term
defense capability development that will be
formulated at the end of this year and such
expansion aims to strengthen the defense
capabilities over the Taiwan Straits situation, media reports said.
The US and other Western countries do
not consider Japan’s measures to strengthen
defense capability and increase military
spending to be a sign of renewed militarism.
But regional countries that have been invaded
by Japan, including China, are suspected of
Japan’s motivation, Da noted.
Japan is using the Ukraine crisis as an
excuse to justify boosting military spending,
thus dodging the international community’s
scrutiny and criticism, making it more difficult for the outside world to build a united
front to resist the resurgence of Japanese
militarism, he said.
Experts also warned that such aggression towards the core interests of China, and
helping NATO’s expansion into Asia would
lead to severe consequences that not only
damage China-Japan ties but also create
new turbulence in the region.
Zheng Yongnian, a professor at the Chinese University of Hong Kong, Shenzhen, and
president of the Institute for International
Aﬀairs, Qianhai, also warned in an interview
with the Global Times in May that the US
wants to create an Asian NATO, through
bilateral alliances, the trilateral AUKUS deal,
the Quad, and the Five Eyes alliance, which
are all aimed at China.
If an Asian NATO comes into being, there
will never be peace in Asia, Zheng said, noting
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the importance of an Asian community built
by Asian countries with a shared future.

CRUCIAL CROSSROADS
2022 marks the 50th anniversary of diplomatic relations between China and Japan.
The Chinese Ambassador to Japan Kong
Xuanyou has said that relations between
China and Japan are at a crucial crossroads,
as Japan, in an apparent collaboration with
the US, is increasingly considering China a
strategic threat.
Xuanyou urged Japan not to cross the
red line on the Taiwan question, warning of
a “destructive impact” on bilateral ties if the
situation is not handled properly.
However, Japan’s right-wing groups and
politicians continue hyping the so-called
threat of China to justify amending the pacifist constitution and call for defence budget
increases to achieve their political agenda.
Japanese militarism may not be revived
in the immediate future, but there are arguably people in Japan promoting increased
militarisation, Lian Degui, director of the
Department of Japanese Studies at Shanghai
Institutes for International Studies, told the
Global Times.
“They are either hyping issues related
to the Taiwan question or the South China
Sea, or even the Ukraine crisis. Those are
excuses for Japan to amend its constitution
and increase military spending,” Lian said,
noting that this is also one of Japan’s tactics
to shift the Ukraine crisis to East Asia and
drag China into the conflict.
Global Times 
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