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COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA We acknowledge the Sovereignty of the First Nations’ Peoples.

The shocking allegations
regarding the treatment of
three Indigenous football
players and their families at
Hawthorn Football Club — the
so-called family club — are a
stark reminder of the racism,
exploitation, genocide, pater-
nalism, and dispossession of
the traditional owners of Aus-
tralia’s lands.

The Australian Football League
(AFL) has announced that it will
appoint a four-person inquiry
into the allegations against senior
staff at Hawthorn. At least half of
its members must be Indigenous
for it to have any credibility or be
acceptable to those making the alle-
gations and the wider community.

Hawthorn had commissioned
an external review into how Indig-
enous players were treated at the
club. Its report has shaken Haw-
thorn supporters and brought into
question the seriousness of the AFL
in eliminating racism and provid-
ing a safe place for its Indigenous
and other players of colour.

It was Australia’s national
broadcaster, the ABC, that publicly
revealed allegations raised in the
review of three Indigenous players
being bullied and told to choose
between their football careers at
the club and their families.

For these three young draftees
in their first five years with the
club, their dreams had come true.
They loved playing the sport and
had great careers ahead of them
— a love of sport and aspirations
shared by so many young Indig-
enous children. Dreams that were
shattered as interviews with ABC
Sport reveal.

They recounted stories of bully-
ing, removal from their homes and
relocation elsewhere, while being
told they had to choose between a
career and their family. They spoke
of the subsequent trauma and the
damage to their relationships.

The ABC reported that the
findings of the review included
allegations that leading Hawthorn
figures demanded the separation

protests

of three young Indigenous players
from their family “for the sake of
their careers.” In two instances a
couple was allegedly pressured to
terminate a pregnancy.

“(Alistair) Clarkson [the head
coach] just leaned over me and
demanded that I needed to get
rid of my unborn child and my
partner,” one player told the ABC.
“I was then manipulated and con-
vinced to remove my SIM card from
my phone so there was no further
contact between my family and
me.” His wife alleges that she was
told that “it was better for [his]
footy career if he didn’t become
a father.”

BIG BUSINESS

Football (whichever code) at
the elite level is big business. The
clubs are operated as capitalist
corporations where players are
commodities to be traded and
exploited to the point where their
bodies give in. Their corporate
sponsors (advertisers) have deep
pockets and expect results for the
money to keep flowing.

The removal of an Indigenous
player from their family is a cruel
act of racist paternalism.

Former AFL player Adam Betts
told The Age newspaper that he
had suffered racist comments every
week of his career. “And when it
comes to racism, we’re not moving
forward — we’re going backwards.
The sad thing is that I'm used to it.
That’s the sad thing. We as Aborigi-
nal people are used to it. And we
keep fighting, but it’s hard.” (7th
August, 2021)

“I need people to understand
this is what we go through. This is
what Aboriginal people deal with
in our everyday lives. It doesn’t
matter if you play AFL footy in the
spotlight, or if you're in the com-
munity,” he said.

“Racism doesn’t heal. No matter
how many times ... it just doesn’t
heal. It stays with you forever,”
Betts said. He is calling for every
football club to review the history
of the treatment of their Indigenous
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players following the allegations in
the Hawthorn report.

“Aboriginal people, we're not
surprised ... [because] we face
these issues in many systems — in
the education system, in the jus-
tice system, in the health system,”
Betts said.

There is a history of racial slurs
being hurled at Indigenous play-
ers in the AFL. One of the most
memorable occasions was when
Nicky Winmar proudly responded
by lifting his jersey and pointed to
his skin, shouting, “I'm black and
I'm proud to be black.”

Michael Long and Adam Goodes
are other well-reported examples.
Long made a stand that led to the
AFL adopting a racial abuse code.
But the code did not end the racism.
Goodes was subject to racist slurs
in game after game with disgraceful
inaction from AFL management.
Racism in sport reflects racism in
the wider community.

SYSTEMIC RACISM

The structure of the AFL means
that talented young Indigenous
players are used up on the field and
when their playing days are over,
they are given a send-off and rarely
heard from again.

It is time that Indigenous play-
ers and people are at every level
of the game from highest admin-
istration to coaching and medical
staff. There should be a pathway
for Indigenous people to pursue
a career in sports that lasts longer
than playing days.

The greater the participation of
Indigenous people in key positions,
the less likelihood there is for the
sort of scandals we are now facing.

There must be compulsory in-
service training in cultural sensi-
tivity and associated issues for all
employees in AFL clubs and at the
AFL headquarters.

Expulsions from club member-
ship of clubs must be mandatory
for anyone who gives vent to racist
comments towards Indigenous
players from the stands.

Racism in sport serves the
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Statue of Nicky Winmar outside Perth Stadium, pointed to his skin.
Photo: Michael Coghlan — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

interests of the media and adver-
tising companies which have in
recent years been compounded by
the betting corporations’ intrusion
into sport.

The exploitation of Indigenous
workers/players and the wilful
failure to respect the culture and
human needs of Indigenous play-
ers is creating serious harm. It is
time to stop racism at every level
in sport.

The Communist Party of

Why are we having
this day of mourning?

Australia stands in solidarity
with Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people in their struggle
for land rights, self-determination,
and social justice.

In 2020 the CPA ran a postcard
campaign condemning racism in the
AFL during the Black Lives Matter
campaign and we asked then and
we ask again now: “When is the
AFL going learn?”

It is time to end racism in sport.

It’s time to end racism! &

Railroaders’ picket

against proposed pact
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FEDERAL ICAC
INTRODUCED TO
PARLIAMENT

Last week, the long-awaited federal
Independent Commission Against Corruption
(ICAC) was introduced to parliament by Attorney-
General Mark Dreyfus. According to Dreyfus this
federal ICAC will:

“operate independently of government

and have broad jurisdiction to investigate
serious or systemic corrupt conduct across
the Commonwealth public sector. It will
have the power to investigate ministers,
parliamentarians, and their staff, statutory
office holders, and employees of all
government entities and contractors. It will
have discretion to commence inquiries on
its own initiative or in response to referrals
from anyone, including members of the
public and whistleblowers. Referrals can
be anonymous. It will be able to investigate
both criminal and non-criminal, corrupt
conduct and conduct occurring before or
after its establishment. It will have the
power to hold public hearings. It will also
have a mandate to prevent corruption and
educate Australians about corruption.”

The new federal ICAC will cost $262 million
over four years ($90 million more than the
Coalition’s proposal) but will mean that such a
body is adequately funded.

While the news was largely welcomed, those on
the crossbench were concerned about the nature
of public hearings with Dreyfus indicating that
public hearings will only happen under “excep-
tional circumstances” and that private hearings
would be the default position.

Greens senator David Shoebridge believes that
the proposed test for public hearings is “excep-
tionally unhelpful,” further stating that “one of
the best disinfectants for corruption is sunshine
[...]. Public hearings are critical to the work of
this national anti-corruption commission.”

Independent MP Zali Steggall co-signed much
of Shoebridge’s sentiment stating it was a “red
flag” because it might indicate that public hear-
ings will be “rare.”

No surprise then that the lack of public hear-
ings was a welcomed component by Opposition
Leader Peter Dutton. Dutton’s “concerns” were
that a public hearing would be irresponsible and
that he didn’t “want people committing suicide, as
we have seen in South Australia and elsewhere, as
a result of false allegations having been levelled
against them.”

Dutton’s remarks refer to the death of high-
ranking SA police officer Doug Barr who died
while under investigation by South Australia’s
anti-corruption body.

It is disgusting that Dutton would use the death
of someone to water down legislation that is in the
public’s best, especially when Dutton shared zero
concern about false allegations directed at wel-
fare recipients in light of the Robodebt scandal.
Or, that Dutton chooses to use the one exonerated
police officer when dozens, if not hundreds of
police officers haven’t been investigated for the
hundreds of black deaths in custody.

While the introduction of a federal ICAC is a
tremendous step forward, especially with the
powers outlined by Dreyfus, public hearings are
important. With such a broad definition of what
constitutes “exceptional,” we may never get an op-
portunity to see meaningful corruption hearings
on which the public deserves to have an opinion.
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GENERATIONS OF
THE STOLEN: THE
PARRAMATTA AND
BLACKTOWN NATIVE
INSTITUTION, 1815-1829

Roland Boer

Aboriginal people see the proc-
ess of stolen generations going
back to the early days of the
brutal British colony, which
was soon centred around Par-
ramatta. With increasing con-
flict between the colonisers and
Aboriginal people defending
their land, Governor Lachlan
Macquarie and William Shel-
ley (London Missionary Soci-
ety) concocted a plan in 1814
to “improve” and “civilise”
Aboriginal students through
instruction in reading, writ-
ing and religion, “training”
in manual labour for the boys
and “useful needlework” for
the girls.

In early 1815, the initial “Native
Institution” was established in Par-
ramatta, although it was moved to
Blacktown in 1823. Information
concerning the whole process is
buried in the State Archives of
NSW. It makes for interesting,
although depressing, reading.

Students were separated from
their family and tribal structures
and lived in dormitories. Students

were “recruited” through abduction
during punitive raids, promises of
“land grants” to compliant families,
and annual “public conferences”
with roast beef, bread, and jugs of
ale to “persuade” families of the
institution’s benefits.

Despite Macquarie’s glowing
reports of the institutions “suc-
cesses” in “civilising” Aboriginal
children, the institution always
struggled to find students. Most
left at the first opportunity. A fence
was constructed, with openings
between the slats so that parents
could see their children on a daily
basis. The various directors of the
institution noted the reluctance of
families to give up their children,
and Yarramundi spoke in 1818 of
the fear of “men in black clothes”
seizing children for the institution.

Seeking to make a new start,
the institution was relocated to
Richmond Road, Blacktown, in
1823. A large mission house, chapel,
cottages, and outbuildings were
constructed. By 1829, the “Native
Institution” was closed and the
land sold in 1833. The NSW State
Archives speak of differing interests
of the colonial governors Brisbane

and Darling, who followed Mac-
quarie, as well as rivalry between
the Anglican Church and the Wes-
leyan Methodists. Ultimately, the
legacy of the Native Institution
was the oppression of Aboriginal
people, who saw the whole effort
as what we would now call cultural
genocide. The few remaining chil-
dren were all orphans, with parents
killed by colonists or disease, and
they were later shuffled from one
mission school to another.

The land on which the Black-
town institution stood has a sub-
sequent history. After its closure,
a former student who is known to
us only as Maria Lock, petitioned
the colonial regime for the land,
since it was adjacent to her brother
Colebee’s earlier land grant (by
Macquarie). She was successful and
on her death in 1878 bequeathed
the land to her children. The land
remained in Aboriginal hands until
the early twentieth century. In
light this continuous occupancy,
the Darug Land Council has been
seeking to have the land returned
since the early 1990s. To date, these
efforts have been denied. @&
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“ABOLISH THE MONARCHY?”
PROTESTS ACROSS
THE COUNTRY

Valentin Cartillier

On 22nd September, thousands of peo-
ple took to the streets in protest across
the country under the banner of “Abol-
ish the monarchy.” These rallies were
organised by various Indigenous activ-
ists and organisations. The day was
marked as a one-off public holiday,
designated as a “Day of Mourning for
Queen Elizabeth I1.” The contradictions
in the concept of a “day of mourning”
was taken up immediately by a speak-
er at the Naarm (Melbourne) rally,
demanding to know:

“Where is the day of mourning for
indigenous deaths in custody?” When is
our day of mourning for “loss of our land,
the destruction of sacred sites?” When have
we ever had a single day of mourning for the
“indigenous women and children murdered
and missing?”

One of the central themes of the speeches
was that the Monarch is the ultimate symbol
of the theft of indigenous lands and that
“Elizabeth was the longest reigning thief.”
To replace one monarch with another does
nothing to change the ongoing settler colonial

oppression that Australia was founded on.
The speakers pointed out that the lowering
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
flags to half-mast across the country was
one particularly symbolic act of disrespect
towards Indigenous people. There was little
to no consultation on even such basic topics.

Members from CPA branches nationwide
acted as marshals while others marched in
solidarity with the protestors. In Naarm, the
marshals expertly and efficiently manoeuvred
parts of the crowd to form a line to protect
the protest from a counter-protest, ensuring
the smooth continuation of the event. One
passer-by, seemingly perplexed, commented
to a police officer upon observing the human
wall set up by protestors to protect the event
from a counter rally, “they’re all egalitarians
at the end of the day, fighting for individual
rights, I don’t understand why they’re butt-
ing heads like this.” The spectator could
could be forgiven for thinking it was all a
single anti-Monarchist cause, indeed, that’s
clearly what the counter protestors thought
as they cried out over a megaphone “we are
not your enemies, we're on your side” from
hundreds of metres away.

However, given the fact that they had
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taken the pains to organise their own sepa-
rate protest rather than join the existing
“Abolish the monarchy” one, and that their
protest ended in a brawl with police once
they had attempted to outflank the defensive
lines set up by the rally, it is not difficult to
surmise that they had fundamentally differ-
ent political ideas at heart. Their version of
anti-Monarchism clearly had an antagonistic,
not collaborative, approach to indigenous
issues, evidenced in their acts of aggression
and not by the empty words of peace shouted
into a megaphone.

A comrade in South Australia was tem-
porarily arrested for writing “abolish the
monarchy” in the Queen’s commemoration
book (report on page five). Warriors of the
Aboriginal Resistance (WAR) put out a media
release prior to the march outlining a list of
demands which included the return of Land
to its rightful sovereign owners, an end to
Deaths in Custody, and justice for affected
families, reparations for all peoples affected
by British colonialism, and more. Indigenous
activists covered the Australian flag in red
paint to symbolise their ongoing oppres-
sion, they held their red hands to the skies
to represent the blood spilt, and to remind
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the ongoing Australian settler colonial project
that it has blood on its hands. Protestors were
later asked to lie down during a minute’s
silence to physically represent the hundreds
of indigenous deaths in custody.

One of the speakers at the Naarm rally
amused the crowd by referring to “notable
aboriginal philosopher Mao Zedong” and his
quote “a single spark can start a prairie fire.”
They went on to say that every single person
is that spark that can start that prairie fire,
that every single person has a role to play in
the struggle for Indigenous rights. This time
paraphrasing Mao, the speaker urged that, to
undertake this struggle, one must “first and
foremost educate yourself and then educate
the people around you.”

The struggle for the sovereignty of Aus-
tralia cannot be realised without the strug-
gle for indigenous self-determination. The
struggle against capitalism cannot be fully
understood without understanding that it
is a struggle over land, the stolen lands of
indigenous people and that colonialism in
this country never stopped. It is an ongoing
process that cannot be pushed to the margins
of the working-class struggle. @&
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STRONG COMMUNITY
CHALLENGE ISSUED TO NSW AND
FEDERAL GOVERNMENTS OVER
THEIR LACK OF HOUSING VISION

Denis Doherty

The NSW Government is
attacking Glebe public hous-
ing again. Not satisfied with
demolishing public housing
in Elger, Cowper, and Frank-
lyn Streets, now they plan to
demolish 82 Wentworth Park
Road.

In response Hands off Glebe,
supported by other groups, called
a BBQ/rally in support of the cam-
paign to protect No 82 from evic-
tions and demolition. The event
held on Saturday 17 September was
a great success attracting a crowd
of around seventy.

Public housing tenants from
the Franklyn Street complex, also
set to be demolished, as well as
tenants from the doomed public
housing estate at Waterloo were
in attendance.

The NSW government has been
on a spree of evictions and demoli-
tions which is destroying much of
inner-city public housing stock and
privatising public land.

The government is setting up
ghettoes for the rich and banish-
ing those on low incomes to the far
outer suburbs reaches of the city in
a process dubbed “social cleansing.”

The acute and growing housing
crisis is not easing while the State
government is making no moves

to alleviate the crisis or reduce the
50,000 people on the waiting list
for public housing.

The announcement of the
destruction of 82 Wentworth Park
Road is the fourth community in
Glebe to be threatened. Already
two properties housing over 330
tenants respectively, have been
demolished despite strong com-
munity campaigns.

At the BBQ, Caroline Ienna,
a resident of 82 Wentworth Park
Road, a Wiradjuri woman and a
rap artist, recited a rap detailing
her grief at the loss of her home
and community of over 30 years.

John Engeler, CEO of Shelter
NSW, spoke about how the State
government is taking the easy way
out of confronting the spiralling
housing crisis in NSW.

He pointed out that demolition
and rebuilding will cost over $20
million and that it would be cheaper
and less disruptive to improve the
amenity, efficiency and accessibility
through refurbishment and working
with the current tenants.

Ian Stephenson from the Glebe
Society talked of government folly
in the use of its power to destroy
good homes and replace them with
bland, unhealthy buildings in pur-
suit of an easy profit.

Jenny Leong, MP for New-
town and Greens spokesperson on

housing, contrasted the huge $240
million development at the nearby
Fish Market for a commercial ven-
ture with the plight of evicted public
housing tenants and the homeless
sleeping rough under the nearby
light rail line.

The rally unanimously adopted
resolutions to the NSW and Federal
housing ministers.

NSW Minister for Homes
Anthony Roberts is asked to reverse
his decision on 82 Wentworth Park
Road and to come to the suburb to
explain himself.

The message to the new ALP
Federal Minister for Housing,
Julie Maree Collins, calls on her
to intervene in NSW to stop the
cannibalisation of public housing
by the State government.

Members of the Port Jackson
Branch of the Communist Party
have been active in the campaign to
defend and extend public housing
for over a decade. We have stood
side by side with public housing
residents to stop the demolitions
and evictions and have fought for
better maintenance of public hous-
ing homes.

Members and supporters of
the party can register their support
by signing the petition at: https://
actionnetwork.org/letters/save-
82-wentworth-park-road-glebe-
from-demolition @&
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NSW Minister for Homes

Anthony Roberts is asked to
reverse his decision on 82
Wentworth Park Road and

fo come to the suburb to
explain himself.
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Memo to Deputy Sheriff Albanese: In his address to the UN
General Assembly last week, Manasseh Sogavare, Prime
Minister of the Solomon Islands, recalled that the right to
establish diplomatic relations between sovereign nations is a
universal principle shared by all members of the United Nations.
He expressed his concern over “a barrage of unwarranted and
misplaced criticisms, misinformation and intimidation” that his
country was subject to as it formalised diplomatic relations
with China. “Our decision to establish relationship with the
People’s Republic of China is consistent with United Nations
1971 Resolution 2758,” he said, reiterating a call for respect
of his country’s sovereignty and democracy. “We will not align
ourselves with any external power or security architecture that
targets ours or any other sovereign country or threatens regional
and international peace.” He noted that his country joins others
in the Blue Pacific continent, who signed the Rarotonga Treaty,
to maintain a nuclear-free Pacific. He then encouraged nuclear
power states, signatories of the Treaty, to ratify it, reiterating a call
for the total elimination of nuclear material, nuclear weapons and
atomic-powered military assets in the Blue Pacific.

The Refugee Action Coalition says that despite it receding from
the public eye, Operation Sovereign Borders is still as much
of an issue as ever. July 2022 marked nine years since Kevin
Rudd declared that no refugee coming by boat would ever gain
permanent protection in Australia. After Tony Abbott was elected,
the discrimination intensified; with the military deployed to
intercept boats and turn them back. Intense secrecy laws prevent
the full reporting of details of “on water” operations. This lack of
transparency — and corresponding lack of media coverage —
can give people the impression that boats no longer arrive, and
the borders are quiet. This is false. In 2021, the United Nations
rapporteur on the human rights of migrants reported that at least
800 people on thirty-eight boats had been turned back in the
period since 2013. Furthermore, boat turn-backs and the Coalition
government’s 2014 ban on accepting UNHCR refugees referred
from Indonesia, means there are around 14,000 refugees (half of
them Afghans) in a state of desperation in Indonesia, who should
be settled in Australia. Organisations like the Tamil Refugee
Council have also driven home the point that the government
deports refugees to countries such as Sri Lanka, deeming
them “safe” — despite the fact that human rights abuses are still
undoubtedly present. Far from being quiet, the injustices and
human rights abuses continue.

PARASITE(S) OF THE WEEK: It's been a month of praise-the-
cadaver-and-pass-the-ammunition. First it was that symbol
of colonial plunder, the British Queen. Last week it was the
funeral of Shinzo Abe, the war mongering former Japanese PM,
assassinated in July at an election campaign event. Attending
were former PMs Tony Abbott (“climate change is crap”), Malcolm
Turnbull (ousted Abbott as PM in a 2015 coup), John Howard (lies
and war crimes), and Anthony Albanese, who may turn out to be
an amalgam of all three.
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WHY ARE WE HAVING
THIS DAY OF MOURNING?

Dylan C.

On the 22nd September as thou-
sands of people took to the streets
in other capital cities around Aus-
tralia to protest the monarchy, I
sat at home in an inner suburb of
Adelaide wondering how I could
also stand in protest against the
archaic remnants of the feu-
dal system that still hangs over
Australia like a shadowed hand
reaching out through time. As a
last-minute decision, I grabbed a
scrap piece of paper, wrote three
words on it with a black marker,
jumped on my bike and rode into
the Adelaide CBD - finding myself
only thirty minutes later being
dragged out of government house
by three policemen and subse-
quently surrounded by cameras
and journalists. Over the next few
hours and following days, my one-
man protest had been shared not
only on local and national news
but by international publications.

Sentiments varied from one person
to the next, from those who applauded
to those that believed I should be
“locked up” and “tried for treason.”

“This isn’t the time” was a sen-
timent I've seen repeated over and
over not only to my actions, but to
all those that protested around Aus-
tralia on that so called “national day
of mourning,” but what better time is
there than when the country is paying
attention to the issues at hand? What
better time is there than when the
average worker, tired from upholding
a system that overwhelmingly benefits
a small minority of capitalists have a
day off and time to spare to actively
think about their country and what it
stands for? On any other day, there
would have been no media attention,
and little-to-no public debate.

And why are we having this day
of mourning for a monarch who sat
upon a throne stained with the crimes

of colonialism and claims the title of
Australia’s head of state whilst not
even an Australian citizen anyway?
Where is the day of mourning for
the millions of First Nations people
who had their families massacred,
their lands stolen, and their histories
erased which directly helped to fund
the royal family’s outrageously lavish
lifestyle? There is none — and quite the
contrary, Australia continues to cel-
ebrate a public holiday on the day that
marks the beginning of this country’s
genocidal and bloody history.

In 2008, the newly elected prime
minister Kevin Rudd apologised for the
stolen generation, a very small gesture
towards one part of Australia’s dark
colonial history. To this date, there
has been no apology made by the royal
family for the heinous crimes commit-
ted in their name towards Aboriginal
Australians.

Obviously, Australia is not alone
in British colonial history and the
crimes that were committed. “The sun
never sets on the British empire” and
every British colony under that same
sun was born from bloodshed, theft,
and destruction. The list of countries,
nations and peoples that suffered
immeasurably at the hands of the
tyrannical British empire is enormous
and every life lost deserves justice and
the honour of remembrance.

To those who claim that Elizabeth
did not cause the horrors inflicted on
the world by her family, I could not put
it in better words than Irish Republi-
can and Socialist revolutionary James
Connolly’s response to King George
V’s visit to Ireland in 1911:

“We will not blame him for the
crimes of his ancestors if he
relinquishes the royal rights of
his ancestors; but as long as he
claims their rights, by virtue

of descent, then, by virtue of
descent, he must shoulder the
responsibility for their crimes.”

WORKERS IN UNIONS PREVENT APPLE
EMPLOYEES BEING SQUEEZED FOR
EXCESSIVE HOURS AND LOW PAY

Australian Unions

The workers that bring you the “Gen-
ius bar” at Apple have made a clever
move: they’ve joined their union.

Apple tried to rush though a non-union
Agreement that would have left over 4,000
Apple workers across Australia facing real
wage cuts and working up to sixty hours
without overtime.

Meanwhile, the company posted a record
profit of $83 billion for the most recent
quarter.

A TECH GIANT THAT CAN
WELL AND TRULY AFFORD
TO GIVE WORKERS A
DECENT PAY RISE

Apple CEO Tim Cook faced heat from
Apple’s own shareholders last year due to
his $99 million pay packet. And fair enough
— his pay was 1,447 times the earnings of the
average Apple employee.

The proposed 2.5 per cent increase in

the Agreement was well below cost-of-living
hikes and Apple obstructed union organis-
ers from bringing together the voices of
Apple employees to demand better wages
and conditions.

This move was typical of massive corpo-
rate giants. Huge pay packets for CEOs and
executives, skyrocketing profits, and real pay
cuts for workers who make it all possible.

What was the secret job hack workers
at the “smartest company on Earth” used?
They joined their union.

THE POWER OF UNION
MEMBERS STICKING
TOGETHER

It was because of the unionised workers
at Apple who stood together that prevented
the dodgy Agreement from being rushed
into place.

Members of the Australian Services Union
(ASU) and the Shop, Distributive & Allied
Employees Association (SDA) submitted

their log of claims — what workers want to
see included in the new Agreement such as
better wages and conditions — to the com-
pany last week.

Following this, the unionised workers
were able to achieve consensus with the
employer on an acceptable way forward in
negotiations for the new Agreement.

Through the organising efforts of union
members, Apple workers are now able to
collectively raise their concerns around not
just wages but also the need for flexible leave
to improve work-life balance and better
rostering so employees can have consecu-
tive days off.

HOW TO GET A FAIRER
SLICE OF THE APPLE

Collective bargaining is one of the most
powerful way workers can win better wages
but the bargaining system in Australia is
out-of-date and is no longer serving work-
ers as it should.

Union members are working to ensure we
can have access to multi-employer bargain-
ing that means all workers can enjoy decent
wage growth and consistent conditions.

In the meantime, union members at Apple
are using their collective power to make sure
the company lives up to its values of respect
and transparency.

And you don’t need to be an Apple
employee to create a better workplace
and have pay that can keep up with rising
cost-of-living.

No matter where you are, organised
workplaces are where workers in unions
stand with each other. It’s why union mem-
bers earn, on average, $250 more per week
than non-union members. @&
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PCV DEMANDS URGENT
APPROVAL OF A WAGE
INDEXATION LAW IN VIEW OF
THE DETERIORATION
OF LIVING CONDITIONS

Communist Party of Venezuela statement

The Communist Party of Venezuela (PCV) made a call
to the National Government, particularly to the Nation-
al Assembly, for the urgent approval of a law for the
indexation of salaries and pensions to the basic basket
of goods and services.

The declaration was given by the president of the PCV,
Perfecto Abreu Nieves, during a press conference in which he
explained that this is the best answer that can be given to “the
high levels of inflation; to face the permanent devaluation of
the Bolivar and the precarisation of the living conditions of
the people.”

“We call on the workers of the Public Administration
and the private sector, also to the community movement to
join our efforts and struggles to conquer this law,” said the
member of the Political Bureau of the Central Committee
of the PCV.

Abreu Nieves ratified the solidarity of the PCV with the
organizations that mobilized last Thursday, 15th September,
to the Supreme Court of Justice (TSJ) to demand a favourable
response from the Judiciary on the appeal for the repeal of the
National Budget Office (ONAPRE) instructions.

“The TSJ has to establish the responsibilities of those who
applied this instruction; the concrete fact is that thousands of
workers of the Public Administration were aggrieved and their
contractual rights were violated,” he added.

The leader also urged the workers of the National Public
Administration to “strongly oppose the fractioned payment of
the Christmas bonus.”

“It is more difficult to administer a fragmented Christmas
bonus — precarious in itself because of the level of wages — to
solve the enormous problems that each worker has at home,”
explained Abreu Nieves after urging the popular movement to
“surround with solidarity these just struggles for the conquests
achieved in difficult conditions and long struggles against the
employers.”

HEALTH SYSTEM IN CRISIS

The Political Bureau of the Central Committee of the PCV
also expressed its concern for “the serious situation faced by
the health system.”

“Its facilities are in precarious conditions; there are no aux-
iliary personnel in charge of cleaning; there is no water and no
supplies,” Abreu Nieves described.

The PCV called on the workers and popular movement to
develop initiatives of struggle for the rescue of the Venezuelan

health system and made a call to the Executive to take measures
to provide effective medical attention to the people.

REGIONAL CONFERENCES OF
THE PCV BEGIN

Abreu Nieves informed that the processes of Cell and Local
Conferences in view of the 16th National Congress of the PCV
have already concluded.

“We have discussed the updating of the Political Line and
the Program, as well as we have analyzed the situation of each
locality and sectors where our cells are located. These contribu-
tions will be elevated to the National Congress,” he indicated.

“We are marching with firm steps towards the Regional
Conferences which begin today and culminate next 10th Octo-
ber,” he added.

75TH ANNIVERSARY OF
THE COMMUNIST YOUTH OF
VENEZUELA (JCV)

“Last Friday, 16th September, our glorious Communist
Youth turned 75 years in combat and from its first day in the
streets it was baptized by the repression of the government in
power,” Abreu Nieves recalled.

“Since then, the Communist Youth has played a heroic role
in the struggle for Socialism, for democratic freedoms and for
the triumph of communism in Venezuela,” he added.

“We call on the Venezuelan youth to join the ranks of the
JCV; the only guarantee they have to give contributions to the
struggle for a better life,” he concluded. @&
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The Communist Parly of Venezuela

made a call for the urgent approval

of a law for the indexation of salaries
and pensions to the basic basket
of goods and services.

US AGENCY FINANCES CAMPAIGN AGAINST

CUBAN DOCTORS IN MEXICO

“Given the strong attacks
against the presence of Cuban
doctors in Mexico, and after
investigating and consulting
with various sources, I open a
thread to tell about the involve-
ment of the USAID and Sena-
tor Julen Rementeria, of the
National Action Party (PAN),
in the attacks,” political analyst
Katu Arkonada announced on
Twitter.

The other members of the Net-
work of Intellectuals in Defense
of Humanity confirmed that
Rementeria, coordinator of the
PAN bench in the Legislative, is the
same one who “when Cuban doctors
arrived in 2020 to face the pandemic,

denounced, with false documents, an
alleged illegal hiring.”

The analyst added that there
are two lines of attack by the PAN
against the decision of President
Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador to
hire a Cuban medical brigade: “the
first one points out that their presence
in Mexico is unnecessary, and the
second one, promoted from Miami,
announces that the doctors will be
sent to conflict zones.”

Arkonada revealed that Julen
Rementeria has close ties with the
Cuban-born terrorist Orlando Gutiér-
rez Boronat, leader of the Directorio
Democrdatico organisation, which
incited violence in Cuba on 11th July,
2021, and is the voice of the SOS Cuba

campaign against the health system
on the island.

The Mexican senator is also
linked to the Foundation for Human
Rights in Cuba, a pioneer in organ-
ising actions against the medical
brigades in Latin America, for which
he uses USAID funding (expanded
by new funds in October 2021 and
September 2022), which denounced
the publication on the social network.

Arkonada also confirmed that
Margarita Guerra, Director of Pro-
grams of the USAID’s Office for Latin
America and the Caribbean, is the
main coordinator and financier of the
campaign that seeks to boycott the
presence of Cuban doctors in Mexico.
Granma &
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CHINA: PARTY STEPS UP FIGHT

AGAINST CORRUPTION

Yang Zekun

Twenty-four senior officials
have been placed under inves-
tigation in first half of the year.
Former vice-minister of public
security Sun Lijun became on
Friday the latest high-profile official
to be punished for corruption after
he received a death sentence with a
two-year reprieve for taking bribes,
manipulating the stock market,
and illegal possession of firearms.
Together with Sun, who was
considered the ringleader of his
political clique and will remain
behind bars for the rest of his life,
several members of this gang,
including former justice minister
Fu Zhenghua and three former
police chiefs of Shanghai, Chong-
qing and Shanxi province, were
also sentenced separately last week.
The punishment meted out
to this former high-profile official
and his clique was just the latest
example of China’s tough and unre-
lenting battle against corruption,
which experts said has focused
on key industries and sectors to
improve its effectiveness, and has
been accompanied by strengthened
oversight and management to curb
graft and its pernicious influence.
Since the 19th National Con-
gress of the Communist Party
of China in 2017, the Party has
improved its self-governance
and worked tirelessly to tighten
discipline and improve conduct,
President Xi Jinping said while
addressing the opening ceremony
of a study session of provincial and
ministerial-level officials in July.
Xi, who is also general secretary
of the CPC Central Committee and
chairman of the Central Military
Commission, added that the Party

has also taken coordinated steps
to ensure that officials do not have
the opportunity, desire or audacity
to engage in corruption. He also
stressed the need to exercise full
and rigorous governance over the
Party, warning against any slack-
ness or weariness.

Yang Weidong, a law professor
at China University of Political Sci-
ence and Law, said the number of
officials being investigated shows
that China’s anti-corruption
work remains strict and that the
authorities have intensified their
efforts and have not lowered their
standards.

“After years of anti-corruption
campaigns, officials’ awareness of
the anti-corruption work required
by the central government has
become rooted in their minds, and
the campaign sends a clear signal
that public power cannot be used
for personal gain, and any violators
will be held accountable,” Yang said.

A meeting of the Political
Bureau of the CPC Central Commit-
tee in early September noted that
since the 19th National Congress of
the CPC, the Party’s Central Com-
mittee with Comrade Xi Jinping as
the core has amended and improved
the rules for implementing the cen-
tral Party leadership’s eight-point
decision on improving Party and
government conduct. As a result,
some deep-rooted problems and
misconduct left unaddressed for
a long period have been solved,
according to the meeting.

PROOF OF
PROGRESS

In the first half of the year,
twenty-four senior officials admin-
istered by the Organization
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Department of the CPC Central
Committee were placed under
investigation. Besides, about
273,000 officials received admin-
istrative punishment, including
227,000 who were disciplined by
the Party.

This is evidence that the attitude
toward severely punishing corrup-
tion remains unchanged, according
to the nation’s top anti-graft bodies.

Discipline inspection and super-
visory authorities nationwide also
received about 1.75 million com-
plaints and tips, handled 739,000
items of evidence of violations, and
filed 322,000 cases for investiga-
tion during the period.

This shows that the authorities
are determined to combat corrup-
tion in all forms, said an article
published on the website of the
nation’s top anti-graft bodies.

Among the people penalised
in the first six months of the year,
twenty-one served at the provin-
cial or ministerial level, 1,237 at
the bureau level and 10,000 at the
county level.

Discipline inspection and
supervisory organs at all levels
have tightened supervision over
leading officials to ensure they are
performing their duties properly
and not abusing their power, the
article said.

Punishments for corruption
have become more precise and
effective, and the enforcement of
discipline and accountability has
become more precise and stand-
ardised, it said.

Additionally, a number of
people involved in corruption in
rural areas were also punished,
showing that solid grassroots
supervision has not only protected
the legitimate rights and interests
of the people, but has also formed
a strong deterrent, it said.

According to the nation’s top
anti-graft bodies, sixty-three offi-
cials from central government agen-
cies and State-owned enterprises
were placed under investigation
in the first half of the year, 29 of
whom are from finance-related
organisations.

Zhuang Deshui, deputy head
of Peking University’s Clean Gov-
ernment Research Center, said
that the number of officials being
investigated in the first half of the
year increased, reflecting the firm
resolve of the Party and the central
government to fight corruption.

A communiqué issued in Janu-
ary at the sixth plenary session of
the 19th CPC Central Commission
for Discipline Inspection stated that
anti-graft authorities would target
corruption in key areas, including
infrastructure construction, trans-
actions of public resources, finance,
State-owned enterprises, and grain
purchases and sales.

The anti-corruption campaign
has mainly focused on these areas,
Zhuang said.

FAMILY MATTERS

While presiding over the 40th
group study session of the Politi-
cal Bureau of the CPC Central

Committee in June, Xi empha-
sised that leading officials, espe-
cially senior ones, should strictly
work to not only avoid corruption
themselves, but also supervise their
family members and people around
them. He added that they should
make efforts to foster a pure busi-
ness and political environment in
sectors under their immediate or
indirect supervision.

To further curb officials’ abuse
of power and promote clean gov-
ernment, the General Office of the
CPC Central Committee issued a
guideline in February to strengthen
the development of a culture of
integrity, and another in June
centred on restrictions for leading
officials’ spouses, their children
and their children’s spouses who
are running businesses.

It makes clear provisions on
the circumstances, work measures
and disciplinary requirements for
officials’ relatives, in order to stand-
ardise and restrict the exercise of
power and prevent the risk of cor-
ruption at the source.

Zhuang said the introduction
of a series of rules and regulations
within the Party shows that the CPC
Central Committee has attached
great importance to ensure that
officials don’t dare to, are unable
to and have no desire to commit
corruption, and it aims to instil that
sense of integrity into daily supervi-
sion, education and administration.
People’s Daily &

The number of officials being
investigated in the first half of
the year increased, reflecting
the firm resolve of the Party
and the central government to
fight corruption.
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DUTCH FARMERS REVOLT

Guardian

Rose Volker

Farm vehicles blockading
motorways, burning haystacks
on hard shoulders, and heaps
of manure at the house of par-
liament — these images from
the farmers’ protests in the
Netherlands have been broad-
cast around the world.

The recent reports of nitrogen
excesses, and the magnitude by
which it needs to be reduced, have
struck a chord with many farm-
ers. Listening to the plenitude of
interviews with, especially, cattle
farmers, it is clear that they feel
their business and way of life are
under threat. Farms that have been
handed from parent to child may
need to scale down or close to meet
emission targets. They do not trust
the political elite and their direc-
tives. Above all, they are seeking
respect for the role they play in
food production, innovation, and
the national economy, rather than
being seen as the ravagers of nature.

Reactionary political parties
have recognised an opportunity
in the discontent and make every

effort to shape it to fit their con-
servative nationalistic agenda.
They preach to willing ears that the
nitrogen crisis is made up, that it is
a ruse to disown farmers and turn
their green pastures into concrete
towns and cities to facilitate an
endless stream of migrants and
refugees.

In response, calls are raised
from centrist parties for a laissez-
faire approach and leaving nature
to the farmers, not ensnaring them
in a web of government regulation.

This is a dangerous develop-
ment that provides no solution
for the reality of the problems and
ignores the harsh truth that the
farmers have been left to fend for
themselves in a capitalist market
economy.

The European Union’s Common
Agricultural Policy has driven the
concentration of land and capital
in agriculture to an immense scale.
The goal is to strengthen European
capital by exporting food and com-
peting with foreign farmers. By this
policy, the majority of agrarian
production now takes place in large
capitalist agricultural corporations.

The immediate victims are the
small-scale family farms, which,
with diminishing profit margins,
have the choice between bankruptcy
and intensifying their production,
for which banks are more than
happy to issue yet another loan.

This development can clearly
be seen in statistics. Over the past
twenty years the number of cattle
and pigs in the Netherlands has
remained relatively stable, at 3.9
million and 12 million, respectively.
The number of cattle farms, how-
ever, has halved, from 45,800 to
22,930, while the number of pig
farms has been decimated, from
14,520 to 3,290. This process has
taken root in Ireland as well.

The greater part of this pro-
duction, however, is not for the
domestic market. Fed with import-
ed fodder, the intensification has
allowed the Netherlands to become
the world’s second-largest exporter
of agricultural goods, topping €100
billion in 2021. A fifth of this is
accounted for by animal products,
their waste being the main source
of nitrogen pollution. The effects
of excess nitrogen in nature have

RUSSIA ENTERS IN
“PARTIAL MILITARY
MOBILISATION?”

In a message to the nation,
President Vladimir Putin called
for a “partial mobilisation” of
the Russian people in defence
of their homeland’s sovereign-
ty and territorial integrity.

“To guarantee the safety of
our people and the people in the
liberated territories, I consider it
necessary to support the proposal
of the Defense Ministry and the
General Staff to carry out a partial
mobilisation,” he said

At the moment, this provision
only implies the mobilisation of
300,000 reservists who have rel-
evant skills and have served in the
Armed Forces. The decree did not

implement a general conscription
drive for now.

The Russian leader stressed
that his administration is willing
to use all available resources to
respond to the threat generated by
Western powers, which are trying
to “weaken, divide and destroy”
his country.

“If the territorial integrity
of our country is threatened, we
will, without question, use all the
means at our disposal to protect
Russia and our people. This is not
a bluff,” he said, as reported by
Democracy Now.

The partial mobilisation decree
also establishes that those 300,000

citizens will receive additional
training before being sent to serve.
Most likely they will join the special
military operation that is taking
place in the Donetsk region.
Putin’s decision comes as
Ukraine is launching an offensive
against the Kherson and Zaporo-
zhye regions as well as the self-
proclaimed republics of Donetsk
and Luhansk, in which referendums
will be held to ask people if they
want to join the Russian Federation.
“To defend Russia and our
people, we doubtlessly will use all
resources at our disposal. This is
not a bluff,” he said.
teleSUR &

resulted in a diminished biodiver-
sity, where only flora that tolerates
elevated levels, such as nettles and
blackberries, can thrive. The result-
ing acidification poses a problem
for snails, insects, and eggs, which
struggle to maintain their calcium-
based skeletons and shells. While
this was foreseen as early as the
1990s, Dutch liberal politicians
have opted to ignore it in favour
of votes and profit.

At the end of this development
the farmers are now presented
with the bill for the everlasting
drive towards industrialisation
and intensification that they are
coerced into by a government that
fails to recognise their role. As the
Netherlands is a front-runner in
agricultural development, it is
there that we see the cracks in the
system most evidently form. Let it
serve as a warning for us to avoid
and learn from.

Should it not be our goal to
commonly find a solution, to reach
for a sustainable and livable world
that seeks to strike a balance with
what we require to sustain ourselves
and what the world can provide

Photo: kees torn — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

without lasting damage? We must
end ruthless competition with farm-
ers abroad and reduce pollution in
transport; and therefore production
and consumption cannot be conti-
nents and oceans apart.

Most farmers recognise the
damage done to the world and
the very ground they till by over-
exploitation but see no way out.
They must be helped to escape the
endless cycle of diminishing profit
margins and a single-minded focus
on industrialisation.

To achieve this we require
a revolutionary change in the
political-economic system, for we
cannot entrust a solution to the
short-sighted profit-driven deci-
sions of a few entrepreneurs. We
require a society that does not
revolve around the profits of a
few mega-corporations but where
the agrarian industry can work
to meet the needs of the people.
Such a world can only exist with
communism. &
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“WE WILL NOT BE DIVIDED” BY
TORIES’ CLASS WAR, LYNCH SAYS

Matt Trinder

Working people will not be
divided by the Tory Party’s
class war and its assault on
the right to strike, National
Union of Rail, Maritime and
Transport Workers’ (common-
ly known as the RMT), Mick
Lynch stressed today.

The transport union’s general
secretary said plummeting take-
home pay and soaring inflation is
a “manufactured” cost-of-living
crisis sparked by a focus on profit
over people.

Lynch, who was addressing
a fringe meeting on the opening
day of Labour’s annual confer-
ence in Liverpool, also urged the
party’s grassroots members and
the union movement to put yet
more pressure on leader Sir Keir
Starmer to prioritise the needs of
ordinary people.

The general secretary, whose
union is set to hold more national
rail strikes on the next two Satur-
days over attacks on pay and jobs,
slammed right-wing newspapers
such as the Daily Mail — run by
the 4th Viscount Rothermere — for

branding him a “union baron”
during the bitter dispute.

“People who grew up on coun-
cil estates are barons and all the
people who are actually barons are
supposedly speaking up for work-
ing people — the world is turned
upside down,” he told a packed
meeting room near the city’s world-
famous Albert Dock, to laughter
and applause.

“We will not be divided,” he
said. “We will be here with Labour
members and the rest of the work-
ing movement fighting to retain
our public services and rebalance
this society in favour of the work-
ing class.”

Mr Lynch said Tory ministers
thought the RMT would be “isolated
from other rail unions, the Labour
Party and the public and they would
crush us within a matter of days
and weeks.

“Well, they’ve another thing
coming,” he warned.

A commitment from shadow
railways minister Tan Dhesi,
who also addressed the event, to
renationalise the network once in
office was welcomed by the general
secretary.

“I think public ownership is the
way to go,” Lynch said. “I believe
that the rank-and-file of the Labour
Party believe that too and what
we've got to do is keep the top table
in the conference hall under pres-
sure, not just on transport, but on
every issue we face.”

Despite the mounting energy
crisis and overwhelming support
for motions on renationalising key
utilities at last year’s conference, Sir
Keir has so far rejected calls to take
energy firms into public ownership,
a move which polls show is backed
by a majority of voters across the
political spectrum.

A Trades Union Congress (TUC)
survey earlier this month also
revealed that most people want
strengthened workers’ rights, but
new Tory Prime Minister Liz Truss
appears determined to move in the
opposite direction.

Amid the biggest wave of indus-
trial action to sweep Britain since
the 1980s, her government has
announced plans to curb “militant
trade unions,” including minimum
service level requirements during
strikes, making them ineffective.

Speaking exclusively to the

N R, g

Mick Lynch addresses a fringe meeting on the opening day of Labour’s
annual conference in Liverpool. Photo: Morning Star.

Morning Star, Lynch said the
“hostile” move is “going to be really
difficult for unions to swallow.

“They will adapt, but they’re
trying to make it virtually impos-
sible to run a lawful dispute.

“We’ll have to work with the
rest of the union movement. Can
we challenge it in the courts, in
the workplace and on the street?”

He praised grassroots cam-
paigns such as Enough is Enough,
which was due to hold its second
rally in Liverpool after the Star goes
to press today.

The RMT-backed initiative, set
up by the Communication Workers
Union, has attracted thousands of
people to rallies across the country
in recent weeks as the cost-of-living
crisis continues to bite.

“It will certainly give Starmer
and the policymakers food for
thought — they’ve got to empa-
thise with the struggles of working
people if they want to win the next
election.”

Morning Star &

“DOWN WITH THE DICTATOR!”: THERE IS NO END
TO THE REGIME’S MURDEROUS THUGGERY!
Tudeh Party of Iran Statement

On 28th June 2022, Ali Khame-
nei broadcasted a message on
social media designed to intim-
idate the people [of Iran] and
brazenly defend the murderous
crimes of the regime during the
1980s — threatening to have
them repeated in the current
conditions, stating, “The God
of the 1980s is the same God
as this year’s!”.This is a clear
sign of the veteran dictator’s
concerns about the regime’s
critical situation.

In recent months, especially
since May, we have witnessed the
increased brutal repression and
violence of the dictatorship’s thugs
against the people of our country,
especially against women who have
had enough of the inhumane and
medieval policies of the regime. In
recent days, we bore witness to the
latest murderous atrocity by the
Supreme Leader’s mercenaries.
Mahsa (Zhina) Amini, a 22-year-old

woman from the city of Saqqgez in
western Iran who had travelled to
the capital, Tehran, on a family
visit, was arrested on Tuesday
13th September at a Metro station
in Tehran on the alleged grounds
that she was not wearing a com-
plete “proper” hijab by agents of
the “Gasht-e Ershad,” — “Guidance
Patrol” aka “morality police”. She
was then taken to one of the deten-
tion centres of this organisation on
Vozara Street, Tehran. According
to the various reports, a few hours
later, Ms Amini was transferred
to the intensive care unit of Kasra
Hospital in a critical condition. She
was pronounced dead on Friday
16th September.

According to a report by the
Human Rights Activists News
Agency (HRANA), security offic-
ers transferred Ms Amini to the
morality police detention centre
(Vozara) having told her brother
that she would be released once

she had attended the mandatory
one-hour “re-education/orien-
tation” session, to atone for her
alleged indiscretion. However, Ms
Amini was allegedly beaten while
in detention and, after a few hours
(causing delay in urgently needed
medical treatment), was then trans-
ferred from the detention centre to
Tehran’s Kasra Hospital. Those who
were leaving the detention centre
described Ms Amini’s transfer
to the hospital coinciding with a
sudden change in the mood and an
extremely tense atmosphere there-
after. Security forces then began
to use violence and pepper spray
on the worried family members of
the detainees who were gathering
outside the detention centre.
There have been several reports
of further significant gatherings,
especially of women protesters,
outside Kasra Hospital. The news of
this horrendous crime has strongly
reverberated throughout Iran, and
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the statements issued by popular
organisations and prominent fig-
ures inside the country serve to
underline the broad dimensions
of people’s outrage. Ms Amini’s
body was buried this morning
in her hometown, Saqqgez, in the
midst of a large gathering of people
chanting slogans such as “Down
with the dictator!” On her tempo-
rary tombstone, it simply reads:
“Dear Zhina, you will not die, your
name will become our symbol [of
resistance]”.

The tragic death of Mahsa
Amini at the hands of the criminals
of the Islamic Republic of Iran, took
place while our people were com-
memorating the “National Catas-
trophe” of 1988, the massacre of
thousands of political prisoners by
the regime, committed by murder-
ers such as Ebrahim Raisi, the cur-
rent president. Once more, this case
clearly shows that, for as long as the
current illegitimate and unpopular

regime remains in power, there
can be no hope for an end to the
tyranny and the violent and bloody
repression of people’s rights and
freedoms. While condemning this
latest horrific crime committed
by the Islamic Republic of Iran,
the Tudeh Party of Iran reiterates
its call upon all progressive and
freedom-loving forces of Iran, and
the world, to form a coordinated
and widespread protest against the
crimes of the theocratic regime of
the Supreme Leader. Suffice it to
state, the Islamic Republic regime
is beyond any reform, and we must
therefore strengthen, widen, and
coordinate the popular struggles to
pave the way for a decisive end to
this catastrophe and move towards
the establishment of a national and
democratic government. &
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GRASS-ROOTS RAILROADERS’
MOVEMENT 21ST SEPTEMBER
PICKET AGAINST PROPOSED PACT

Mark Gruenberg

A grass-roots movement of
railroaders, who believe their
national union leaders fell
short of getting them what they
deserve in a tentative agree-
ment with the Biden admin-
istration brokered between
their unions and freight rail-
roads, conducted an informa-
tional picket nationally on 21st
September.

The organisation, Rail Labor for
Coordinated Bargaining in 2025 —
which is when the next contract
comes up — held protests at rail
yards in cities from coast to coast.
They said information is available
raillabor@gmail.com, adding work-
ers should picket and leaflet before
and after their shifts.

“The Freight Railroads have
abused us and our communities
far too long,” a flyer put out by the
group says. “The rail infrastructure
is a ticking time bomb and the lack
of workers has made an unsafe
situation even worse.”

The rail labour group has drawn
support from Railroad Work-
ers United (RWU), a grass-roots
organisation of unionists from
across all rail crafts. In telephone
interviews with People’s World,
RWU Co-Chair Ross Grooters and
RWU Organiser and spokesman
Ron Kaminkow said they were sur-
prised by how quickly opposition
to the proposed pact arose. RWU’s
put out an extensive bulletin sup-
porting the movement and urging
its members to join in.

“Their goal is to make sure their
voices are still being heard, as a
real settlement is reached,” added
Grooters. “It’s also an attempt to
keep this [struggle with the freight
railroads] in the public eye.”

Workers see themselves now
as having more leverage than they
did in the past. The nation’s freight
railroads cut almost thirty per cent
of their workforce even before the
coronavirus pandemic hit and are
now extremely short-staffed. To
make up for it, they exploit their
workers. It is not past them at all
to commit corporate extortion on
shoppers, enlisting them in a fight
to get Congress to impose settle-
ments on railroad workers.

In the past, the government
has often sided unequivocally with
the railroads with anything up
to and including threats to force
them to stay on the job by threat-
ening to draft them into national
service. This is the first time that
a president of the US has gone on
national television to condemn the
rail companies for trying to deny

something as basic as sick days to
the workers.

The “pro-worker” Biden
administration faced pressure
from both the prospect of a leg-
islative settlement and a deadline
of 12:01 AM on 16th September,
when a “cooling-off period” where
rail workers could not strike and
freight railroads could not lock
them out. So, it literally shut the
freight rail bosses in one room
in the US Labor Department,
shut union leaders in a second
room, and put Labor Secretary
Marty Walsh, a Laborers Local
223 member, in a third room as
facilitator and mediator. The two
sides kept shuttling back and forth
to him, working out a deal.

Reaching a settlement was in
Biden’s interest, too, as well as that
of consumers and working people
at large. That’s because freight
railroads ship 30-40 per cent of
all US commerce, including every-
thing from coal and chicken feed
to wheat, oil, and drinkable water.
A management-forced shutdown
would crash the nation’s already
creaky supply chain, right before
the mid-term election and the fall-
winter holiday shopping season.

At 4 AM on 15th September,
after twenty straight hours of bar-
gaining, including frequent phone
calls from pro-worker “Amtrak
Joe” President Biden, the two sides
reached a tentative agreement.
At time of writing, details have
yet to be sent to the rank-and-file
railroaders, and must go through
their unions’ leaders and contract
committees first. Grooters and
Kaminkow estimated the process
would take around a month. In the
meantime, it has triggered another
“cooling-off period” where the
workers can’t strike and the freight
rail bosses can’t lock them out.

But enough is known, both said,
to send workers into informational
picketing.

The 115,000 rail workers have
worked under an old contract for
more than two years, predating
the coronavirus pandemic’s start.
Deemed “essential,” they received
only cost-of-living increases, no
regular raises, and were subject
to onerous work rules and erratic
scheduling which the proposed con-
tract did little to nothing to solve.

The freight firms proposed a
five-year pact retroactive to 1st
July, 2020, with cumulative raises
of fifteen per cent, and — most
importantly — minimal changes in
the rules. Workers, through their
unions, sought thirty-one per cent,
retroactive to 1st January, 2020,
and lots of changes.
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SPLIT THE
DIFFERENCE

The settlement split the finan-
cial difference, and that’s virtually
all, Kaminkow and Grooters said.

Railroads forced workers, par-
ticularly conductors and engineers
represented by two of the thirteen
unions negotiating together — the
Smart-Transportation Division and
the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers & Trainmen (BLE&T),
a Teamsters Rail Division member
— into working weeks at a time
without a break, even for weekends
and holidays. Those two unions
represent half, a vital half, of all
the rail workers involved.

Workers can also be called in
on short notice. If they can’t make
it — even for such things as doctors’
visits or family funerals — the rail-
roads docked “points” from their job
records. Too few remaining points
and the roads fired the workers.

Ilustrating the impact of the
roads’ practices on workers, the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe
recently forced engineer Aaron
Hiles to report to work on a
moment’s notice and drive his train
even though he told his wife he
“felt funny” from chest pains and
wanted to go to a doctor. Days later,
on 16th June, Hiles, 51, dropped
dead in his train’s engine room of
a massive heart attack, somewhere

between Fort Madison, Iowa, and
Kansas City, Mo.

His death got railroaders very
upset.

“We need safe staffing levels,
affordable health care, cost of
living increases, and scheduling
adjustments,” Grooters said in
the interview. That’s in addition
to higher pay and paid sick days.
The proposed settlement adds one
unpaid sick day per year. They now
have none at all, paid or unpaid.
The roads bent a little on doctors’
visits, saying they wouldn’t dock
workers for that reason.

“They know we need a better
workplace to come to,” Grooters
said of the freight railroads, rep-
resented by the National Carriers
Conference Committee. The big
Class I freight railroads — including
the Burlington Northern Santa Fe,
the Norfolk Southern, CSX, and the
Union Pacific — lead that group.

One BNSF executive contends,
and tried to bring it up in bargain-
ing, that freight trains which now
stretch for miles can be run with
just an engineer — no conductor
— or remotely with nobody at all.
Norfolk Southern started cutting off
shippers on 11th September, hoping
to force them to lobby lawmakers,
especially Senate Republicans, to
legislatively impose a contract on
the workers.

There is one wild card. Each
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union involved must OK any set-
tlement, otherwise, all could stay
out after a cooling-off period ends.
Several union boards — though not
BLE&T or Smart’s Transportation
Division — have already approved
the Biden-brokered settlement in
principle. But Machinists District
19 put the skeleton pact to a vote.
Grooters noted that sixty-three per
cent of the workers rejected it, in
an eighty per cent turnout.

“Each and every IAM D19
member should be extremely
proud,” its bargainers wrote after
the vote. “You have delivered a
strong message to the rail carriers
and the entire industry by reject-
ing the tentative agreement and
in favour of striking. This week,
as we go back to the bargaining
table ... your strong stand is at the
forefront of our endeavours to get
a worthy contract.

“Many have asked why we
extended the cooling-off period
after the vote. The answer lies in
what we are seeing now — a chance
for a new tentative agreement that
meets the needs of our members.
Our extension also means we are
able to address our particular
needs with the freight rail bosses.
... Without an extension, there’s a
very real possibility Congress would
have imposed a contract on us.”
People’'s World &
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