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HEALTH CARE IS

A HUMAN RIGHT

Anna Pha

Reports of emergency patients wait-
ing up to thirty-six hours or more to
be off-loaded from ambulances at pub-
lic hospital emergency departments
(EDs) are indicative of a public health
system in crisis. Australia is well down
the path towards an Americanised two-
tier health care system — one for the
wealthy and the other for the rest of us.

The crisis is multi-faceted affecting para-
medics, doctors, nurses, patients, aged care
residents, recipients of aged care at home,
people with disability, and anyone else using
or working in the public health system.

COVID exacerbated the pre-existing
failings of a system that had been run down,
starved of funding and neglected by succes-
sive state and federal governments.

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE

General practice forms the foundation
of the health care system. Doctors increas-
ingly report unsustainable workloads, burn-
out, mounting administrative burdens and
inadequate remuneration. It has become
increasingly difficult to find a bulkbilling GP
and in some parts of Australia, regional and
rural in particular, there are none.

Not only is there a shortage of GPs but
according to the annual General Practice
Health of the Nation 2022 report, almost
half of GPs surveyed reported that it was
financially unsustainable for them to con-
tinue working as a GP. In addition, one
quarter of those who responded indicated
that they planned to retire within the next
five years.

The overheads of medical practices con-
tinue to rise. This, compounded by years of
frozen Medicare rebates for doctors, has
forced many GPs to abandon bulkbilling or
reduce consultations to the bare minimum.
In July, the Medicare rebate for a standard
consultation increased from $39.10 to $39.75
— a mere sixty-five cents or 1.66 per cent!
Whereas price inflation running of 6.1 per
cent in the same month and headed towards
more than eight per cent. This is a huge cut
in real terms following successive years of
similar cuts or frozen rebates that can only
be seen as an attack on bulkbilling — a death
by a thousand cuts.

There has been a growth in corporate
bulkbilling businesses with patients being
churned through in five-minute consultations.

There is a shortage of GPs, with some
having closed their books and others with
waiting lists as long as two or three weeks
to see a bulkbilling doctor. As a result, many
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people are turning to hospital emergency
departments as they cannot afford to see a
non-bulkbilling GP.

The real reduction in GP rebates is a
false economy. It costs far less to see a GP,
compared with an estimated $500 when
someone attends a hospital emergency
department for a condition that a GP could
have treated or referred them to a specialist.

Those who can afford it attend private
GP practices that do not bulkbill. The out-
of-pocket gap paid by patients after claiming
the Medicare rebate could be $60, $100 or
more. Impossible for a low- or middle-
income family.

The future of general practice looks grim
with around fifteen percent of future medical
graduates choosing to specialise in general
practice. Successive governments have relied
on migrant doctors and specialists to keep
the public health system afloat instead of
investing in the training of more GPs and
making general practice affordable.

The mouth and teeth are integral to a per-
son’s health and well-being. Yet oral health
is still not included in Medicare. Apart from
the suffering and ill-health consequences
that individuals experience on waiting lists
of over two years for public care, it is also a
false economy, resulting in more avoidable
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Why young people do
dream of labour

hospitalisations. The importance of oral
health cannot be over-stated.

One of the problems is that healthcare
funding is more focused on treating illnesses
rather than prevention. This costs more and
in the private sector creates more profits.

PUBLIC HOSPITAL CRISIS

The number of people waiting for in-
hospital treatment and the length of time
for which they are required to wait are con-
sidered to be important health performance
indicators, and on this measure Australia
fails dismally.

Continued on page 2
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NO MORE TAX CUTS
FOR THE RICH

Australia’s “Labor” Party can be incred-
ibly frustrating to those who don’t want to see
a return of the Coalition but who also want
serious, progressive steps forward that make
genuine, real changes for the working class.

Keeping the stage-three tax cuts is one of
those frustratingly coward moments.

Instead of reversing the stage-three taxes in-
troduced by the former Morrison Government,
all is set for the Albanese Government to con-
tinue that policy. And why wouldn’t it? Labour,
after all, voted for them in 2019.

With stages -one and -two already com-
pleted, the stage-three tax cuts look to remove
“the $120,000 to $180,000 tax bracket, lifts
the top tax bracket threshold from $180,000
to $200,000, and puts in place a 30% tax rate
for income between $45,000 and $200,000”
(The Guardian (UK)). What does that mean?
It means someone earning $45,001 a year
pays the same tax rate as someone earning
$200,000. In other words, the working class
is, again, bearing the cost of government
spending. Under stage-three Australia’s tax
brackets would look like this:

$18,200 — no tax

$18,201 to $45,000 — pay a 19% tax rate

$45,001 to $200,000 — pay a 30% tax rate

$200,001 plus — pay a 45% tax rate

Keeping this policy highlights how out of
touch the ALP is with the Australian working
class. Lets put these tax cuts into perspec-
tive. Per the Australian Financial Review, the
new stage-three tax cuts will see those mak-
ing $60,000 get a measly $375 in tax relief.
However, if you’re earning $200,000 a year
you get just over $9,000 in tax cuts. According
to the Parliamentary Budget Officer, as a re-
sult of the thousands of dollars in tax cuts the
rich are receiving, the Australian government
will lose almost $250B in revenue — money
that could be put into services that everyday
Australians sorely require.

What is perhaps the most outrageous aspect
of the continuation of this policy is how the
Albanese Government is attempting to sell
these tax cuts to workers.

Treasurer Jim Chalmers claims that “When
it comes to the tax cuts, I think we’ve made
the obvious point that when it comes to cost-
of-living relief, it should be targeted to people
on low and middle incomes.”

Does Chalmers really think that those earn-
ing $150,000 a year are Australia’s “middle
income” earners? Let us remind those who
have forgotten or are unaware that, accord-
ing to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, the
median income was $62,868 — a far cry from
those earning over $100,000.

What’s more, a growing number of
Australians do not support the stage-three tax
cuts. The Australia Institute’s most recent poll
conducted earlier this month found that forty-
eight per cent support repealing the tax cuts,
up seven percentage points from September.

We must continue to pressure the Albanese
government to ditch these tax cuts and support
policies and programs that give working-class
Australians a fair go!

Guardian

HEALTH CARE IS
A HUMAN RIGHT

Continued from page 1

The Health Services Union (HSU) carried out a
survey of members to prepare a submission to the
NSW parliamentary inquiry into ambulance ramp-
ing (queueing) at public hospitals in that state. The
submissions it received should raise alarm bells.

Understaffing, excessive workloads, and burnout
are endemic within the sector, the consequences of a
sector that has long been under-funded.

“I have worked in health for five years and for that
entire time the team I work within has never been
fully staffed. We are currently at the lowest level of
staffing I have ever experienced. We are tired of giving
extra time for an employer (State Government) who
is unsupportive, is out of touch with what is actually
going on and does not realise the financial waste that
is occurring.” (HSU quote from a technical officer in
Sydney)

The submission cites the NSW Bureau of Health
Information’s quarterly report covering April to June
2022:

« Almost one in ten patients leave hospital without,
or before completing treatment.

» The percentage of patients who had their
treatment start on time was 57.5 per cent in
metropolitan hospitals.

The three key reasons given were lack of available
beds in wards, inadequate staffing, and lack of avail-
able beds in emergency.

It is no secret that public hospitals are under-
staffed and underfunded — not just in NSW. It is a
national issue. For years hospitals have faced increased
demand (growing and ageing population) without
a corresponding increase in staffing and resources.
Then there was COVID. There are not enough nurses
and midwives which puts patient lives at risk. Long
and double shifts cause stress and fatigue and result
in dangerous working conditions.

Public hospital waiting lists for “elective surgery”
were unacceptably long before COVID and have grown
since. “Elective surgery” is a deceptive term. There is
nothing “elective” about it for most patients. Category
1 examples of urgent “elective” surgery include breast
lump removal or biopsy, neonatal surgery, malignant
skin lesion removal, limb amputation, cerebral hae-
matoma (collection of blood within the skull). Joint
replacement and reconstructions, endometriosis
removal, and grommets are Category 3 at the bottom
of the waiting list.

The proportion of patients waiting more than 365
days for their elective surgery also increased between
2019—20 and 2020-21. The increase for total knee
replacement was from eleven per cent to thirty-two
percent.

At the same time as being applauded by govern-
ments for their work during COVID, governments cut
their real wages. The Australia Nurses and Midwifery
Federation has been campaigning under the slogan
“Ratios it’s a life saver” for the introduction of nurse-
to-patient ratios which they have won in Victoria.
Last month saw nurses and midwives, in an act of
desperation, take industrial action.

AVOIDABLE HOSPITALISATIONS

Not only are there waiting lists for admission to
hospital there are discharge blockages. Thousands of
people who have been cleared as medically ready for
discharge languish in hospital because of lack of aged
care and disability services. The longer they languish
in hospital the greater the risk of becoming infected
with other illnesses such as COVID.

Aged care and NDIS services (community hous-
ing and home care) have been largely privatised.
They are in crisis with serious labour shortages and
lack of government funding. The NDIS also suffers
from mismanagement and a punitive system of (not)
granting packages.

The appalling situation in aged care facilities,
where many residents are fed poor diets, receive
inadequate care, and do not always have access to
a registered nurse or GPs, contributes to avoidable
hospitalisations.

TWO-TIER

It is not acceptable that someone in extreme pain
and their mobility restricted requiring knee trans-
plants may have to wait more than a year. But that is
the situation for around half the population without
private health insurance (PHI).

As an incentive to take out PHI, the Howard
Coalition government introduced a rebate on premi-
ums in 1997. Since then, federal governments have
subsidised the private hospital system by a total of
$100 billion! The present rebate is age-dependent
and means tested ranging from zero for those on
$280,000 or more per annum to 32.812 per cent for
over 70s on less than $180,000. It is a $7 billion per
annum subsidy for private hospitals, which otherwise
would be unsustainable.

Australian consumers paid almost $25.7 billion
in private health insurance premiums in 2020-21.

You can get on the public list and wait six to
twelve months for a procedure or, if you have PHI, it
might be a few weeks. Increasingly well-off patients
are self-funding or using PHI in public hospital as
private patients.

The strength and importance of public hospitals
was born out during the pandemic with the govern-
ment taking over some private hospitals.

SYSTEM-WIDE

“We don’t need a band aid. We need system-wide
reform,” the HSU concluded in its submission to the
NSW parliamentary inquiry.

A multi-faceted approach is required to address
the crisis in the public health system. These meas-
ures include:

Prioritisation of preventative health care;
Training of more GPs;

Universal access to bulkbilling;

Increase in Medicare rebates for doctors;
Inclusion of oral health care under Medicare;
Nationalising and adequately funding the NDIS,
including building community housing;

+ Real wage rises for nurses;

Nurse-patient ratios in hospitals;

Aged care reforms increasing residential
accommodation, home care packages;

Divert the $7 billion subsidy to private hospitals
to the public sector;

Make medications under the PBS free;

Increase number of paramedics and specialist
staff; and

Federal government increase its share of
spending on health from forty-five to fifty per
cent and remove the cap.

Funding is critical. The government will cry poor —
the trillion-dollar debt left by the Coalition. But Labor
has no justification to do so when it supports $247
billion in tax cuts for the rich, a trillion-dollar (over
twenty years) defence budget alongside another $180
billion plus spend on nuclear-powered submarines.
Nor can it justify the billions in fossil fuel subsidies.

This expenditure costs lives, destroys the envi-
ronment. Public health is about saving lives and the
well-being of society.

Access to health care is a right — a human right
— not a privilege. Ultimately the only guarantee of a
public health system that meets needs is a nationalised
system which is democratically run, where workers
and local communities have a say on where their
health facilities are placed and how they are managed,
including having a voice on local hospital boards. &
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“We are not excelling, we are drown-
ing.” This is the headline of the NSW
branch of the Australian Paramedics
Association’s (APA) submission to the
NSW inquiry into ambulance ramping.
The queueing of ambulances at public
hospital emergency departments (Eds)
for hours on end has a serious impact
on paramedics and patients.

In a survey of its members for the NSW
inquiry, the APA found that two in three
paramedics want to or are considering
leaving the profession. Bed block has been
identified by many as contributing to burn
out. More than eighty per cent reported
missing meals on almost every (minimum)
twelve-hour shift in the metropolitan areas.
It has serious impacts on their mental and
physical health as well as being dangerous.

“Paramedics are largely, no longer
responding to emergency work. For the most
part, they now act as an extension of the
Emergency Department. They have no power,
no resources, and nothing to provide the
patients with comfort,” the submission said.

There are examples of mobile x-rays in
parking lots; medical histories being taken,
nerve blocks being placed, joints relocated,
and catheters being inserted in patients in
hallways. Patients are denied dignity and
privacy.

“It is demoralising to see a [patient] sit
there for over twelve hours even into the next
morning when you come in for your second
shift and they are sleeping on the floor,”
responded one paramedic to the survey.

As ambulances ramp they are unable to
attend to emergencies. “The highest priority
incidents, 1As, which include heart attacks
and patients who cannot breathe, are only
getting attended to on time sixty per cent
of the time. Bed block is a substantial con-
tributor to those delayed response times,”
the APA’s submission said. As a result, lives
which might have been saved have been lost.

The following are a few examples of the
consequences of bed block cited in APA’s
submission:

» A patient with intracranial bleeding

Australia

BED BLOCK
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after a fall with worsening symptoms
waited for several hours in bed block.

A patient with shortness of breath
waited forty minutes for an ambulance
response. By the time the ambulance
arrived, they were in cardiac arrest and
pronounced dead shortly after.

An elderly patient with a compound
tibia-fibula fracture was stuck lying on
the floor for three hours waiting for a
response and could not receive adequate
pain relief, as Intensive Care Paramedics
were stuck in bed block.

A patient who was hit by a car was left

waiting for forty-five minutes in the
middle of a busy road as Paramedics
were delayed due to bed block.

The submission also attributes lack of
affordable and accessible community care
as contributing to bed block. “Patients are
experiencing wait times for GPs of weeks or
even months, and as a result Paramedics are
acting as “mobile GPs” and are “constantly
called to people who can'’t get into a GP,”
the APA said.

The submission concludes: “A greater
state-wide investment is needed to ensure
no-one is left waiting for weeks on end for
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a GP appointment or mental health care.
Along with more Extended Care Paramed-
ics, we need more bulkbilling community
healthcare centres, state-wide. Twenty-five
community healthcare centres [promised by
Labor] is a great start, but we need to make
sure these resources are not only limited to
Sydney. Importantly, community care also
means community mental health care that
is free and accessible. Communities across
NSW deserve the same standard of care.”

Ambulance ramping is not unique to
NSW. It is a national affliction requiring
urgent attention. &

A BIG SHORT: AUSTRALIA’S

MANUFACTURED SKILLS SHORTAGE

Valentin Cartillier

The National Skills Commis-
sion has revealed in its 2022
Skills Priority List Key Finding
Report, that 286 occupations
were dealing with shortages at
a national level, compared to
153 occupations in 2021. The
list of the ten most in-demand
jobs is particularly revealing.

In first place there is Registered
Nurses. As was covered last year in
Guardian “Nurses and midwives
deserve better working conditions”
#1982, workers all across the health
sector worked under harrowing
conditions, with next to no increase
in wages, causing many people in
those professions to leave. So, it
comes as no surprise that aged and
disabled care workers came in 3rd
for in-demand jobs, and childcare
workers came in 5th. The rest of the
list is as follows: Software & Appli-
cations Programmers, Construction
Managers, Motor Mechanics, Retail
Managers, Chefs, ICT Business and
Systems Analysts, Metal Fitters and
Machinists. The eagle-eyed read-
ers will have already noticed that
this top ten in-demand job list is
composed of many of the frontline
workers in the care, retail, and serv-
ices industries.

One of the proposed solutions
for this shortage is making a change

to the Temporary Skill Short-
age (subclass 482) visa so that it
covers more industries. However,
the maximum amount of time this
visa allows a person to stay in the
country is four years. While there
is nothing wrong with encouraging
migration for work, it comes with
two major benefits for employers to
the detriment of employees. The first
is that migrant workers are more
vulnerable to labour exploitation
including by being paid lower wages
and subjected to dangerous working
conditions, abuse, harassment and/
or bullying. This is due to the fact
that they may be unfamiliar with
Australia’s (complex and unique)
employment law system and their
rights at work. The second is that,
because of the short duration of
the stay, it is a lot more difficult for
workers to organise over the long
term in their workplaces.

Another one of the proposed
solutions that was unveiled last
month at the Jobs and Skills Summit
was the $1.1 billion agreement to
fund an extra 180,000 fee-free TAFE
places. In Victoria, Dan Andrews
offered to pay the HECS debts of
anyone wishing to study nursing
or midwifery. Once again, there’s
nothing wrong with making educa-
tion more accessible and develop-
ing the skills of future workers, but
what these solutions miss is that we

already have workers trained for
these jobs, there is already a skilled
workforce ready to do the jobs now.
The issue is not a shortage of people
who are qualified, but a shortage
of qualified people willing to work
in the conditions offered in these
industries. Training people in those
industries takes years; a much more
practical longer-term solution is to
improve conditions in the education,
healthcare, and care work sectors.

Like so many aspects of life
under capitalism, the rhetoric of
a skills “shortage,” is an entirely
artificial and manufactured scarcity.
We do not have a skills shortage
in this country, what we have is a
refusal for businesses to pay workers
better wages. The reason workers
left those industries was because
of the atrocious working conditions
they were subjected to during the
height of the COVID-19 pandemic.
They are underpaid, overworked,
and subjected to incessantly dan-
gerous workplace environments. If
the government and businesses were
serious about addressing this “short-
age,” then they’d be offering better
wages, safer work environments,
and better working conditions. The
capitalist class cannot be relied on to
bestow these benefits on workers. It
is imperative that workers organise
to fight and maintain better pay and
conditions. &

Nurse working in the public ward, Women’s Hospital, Brisbane, 1934.
Photo: Queensland State Archives — flickr.com (Public domain)
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Gympie, Queensland, circa 1910. Photo: flickr.com (Public domain)

COAL INDUSTRY WORKERS IN

AUSTRALIA ARE TAKING THEIR
DESTINY INTO THEIR OWN HANDS

Léo Roussel

The coal industry is to Australia what
the Second Amendment of the US Con-
stitution (granting citizens the right
to bear arms) is to the United States:
it would be hard to imagine the coun-
try without it. With fossil fuels still
accounting for ninety-two per cent
of Australia’s energy mix, including
twenty-nine per cent for coal in 2021,
the industry is still vigorously defend-
ed by lobbies, even in parliamentary
circles and the corridors of ministries.

Australia’s conservative former prime
minister Scott Morrison famously held up
a piece of coal in Parliament in 2017, when
he was finance minister, admonishing his
colleagues not to be afraid of it. When he
became prime minister, he also directly
surrounded himself with lobbyists like John
Kunkel, former vice-chairman of the Miner-
als Council of Australia, who he appointed
chief of staff in 2018.

In the Hunter Valley, a region north of
Sydney in the state of New South Wales, the
local economy is still dominated by coal. From
the mines to the cargo ships departing from
the port of Newcastle, the industry directly
and indirectly employs more than 17,000
people. “Newcastle is the world’s largest coal
port,” says Dr Liam Phelan, a researcher
at the University of Newcastle (Australia)
specialising in the uncertainties and risks
of climate change. “Coal mining has been a
part of life here since white people arrived
in Australia.”

For many years, mining projects were
still supported and approved, not least by
the Morrison government, which was widely
condemned in Australia and around the
world for its inaction on climate change.
But the tides have begun to turn. In May
2022, voters ousted “ScoMo” and returned
Labor to power. The new prime minister
Anthony Albanese has promised to make
Australia a “renewable energy superpower”
and to reduce the country’s CO2 emissions
by forty-three per cent from 2005 levels by
2030 — a target that the scientists of the
Climate Change Authority nonetheless still
consider to be insufficient.

This begs the question of what role fossil
fuels will play going forward and what will
be the fate of the 50,000 direct jobs and
120,000 indirect jobs (figures from the
Minerals Council of Australia) linked to
Australia’s coal industry.

Leaving energy transition aside, the
Australian coal industry has already seen
its exports slow in recent years, partly as

a result of the trade war with China since
2020, while domestic demand has shifted
to cleaner energy sources which are gaining
ground. According to Clean Energy Coun-
cil’s 2022 energy report: “The Australian
renewable energy industry accounted for
32.5 per cent of Australia’s total electricity
generation in 2021, which represented an
increase of almost five percentage points
compared to 2020.”

THE QUICKENING PACE
OF TRANSITION HAS
WORKERS WORRIED

Despite their “windfall gains” in recent
months due to the gas crisis in Europe caused
by the conflict in Ukraine, which has led to a
sharp rise in global demand for coal, mining
companies can see the writing on the wall
and are already taking steps in anticipation
of changes to the industry. In June, BHP
announced that its Mount Arthur mine in
the Hunter Valley would close by 2030, fif-
teen years ahead of schedule, while earlier
in the year, it was revealed that the Eraring
coal-fired power plant in Lake Macquarie
would close by 2025, seven years earlier
than planned. This means that New South
Wales will see both its largest mine and its
largest power station close in the space of
eight years.

Workers and the unions prefer to stay
ahead of this transition, which is already
proving faster than expected. “I've gone back
to university to study for a business degree,”
says Nathan Clements, twenty-seven, a shop
steward for the Australian Manufacturing
Workers Union (AMWU), which represents
4000 workers in the Hunter Valley, many
of them employed by companies involved
in coal production.

For Nathan, who has spent the last seven
years working for a company that “maintains
the machinery used in the mines,” coal is
something of a family affair.

“My father still works in it. My brother
and friends have worked in it. When you
go in, you're guaranteed a job, an income.
It used to guarantee you a future,” he says.
But for some time now, this future has felt
increasingly uncertain.

Like Nathan, who is doing his best to bal-
ance a 38-hour work week with his studies,
many are considering returning to university
to begin the process of retraining. “I know
a guy who juggles the two and has six chil-
dren,” he adds.

As uncertainty over their future grows,
workplace discussions amongst workers are
becoming increasingly common. “Today,

it’s easier to talk about the future of our
professions,” says Nathan, who also sees
“increasing awareness of global warming
since the fires” that took place in Australia
in 2019 and 2020. But while workers are
increasingly talking about climate change,
their primary concern remains the prospect
of a job and salary.

TRADE UNIONS LEADING
THE FIGHT FOR A JUST
TRANSITION

In November 2020, Steve Murphy,
national secretary of the AMWU, and sev-
eral environmental collectives* founded the
Hunter Jobs Alliance (HJA), a coalition of
unions and environmental groups whose
aim is to ensure a successful economic
transition for the region. “We’re trying to
make sure that the Hunter Valley has the
support and programmes in place to help
employees affected by the change, while also
creating new industries and ensuring that
our region remains attractive,” says War-
rick Jordan, coordinator of the Hunter Jobs
Alliance. When it comes to job creation, the
HJA has no shortage of ideas: electric bus
manufacturing, building renovation, green
aluminium smelters, offshore wind power
and mine rehabilitation are among the sec-
tors the organisation hopes the government
will fund.

The HJA’s goal is to move beyond the
sometimes divisive debate on environmental
action within the coal industry and act quickly
to bring together unions from several trades
to reimagine the region’s future. A total of
nine unions representing teachers, nurses,
administrative and public sector employees
and workers now make up the HJA. “Too
much time was spent discussing the reality of
global warming that should have been spent
finding solutions to support employees and
attract new industry,” adds Warrick Jordan.

The Hunter Jobs Alliance collects worker
feedback through its member unions and
organises workshops to better understand
employees’ fears and expectations.

“Despite the diversity of workers’ back-
grounds and differences of opinion on
the subject, most people understand that
change is coming,” says Phelan of Newcastle
University.

Unions representing workers in the coal
industry are generally not opposed to the
realities of climate change. They know that
the impending energy transition is inevita-
ble — they just want to ensure that it is just.
“We’re working politically, at the state and
federal level, to ensure that just transition

is enshrined into legislation,” says Adrian
Evans, deputy national secretary of the Mari-
time Union of Australia (MUA), a branch
of the Construction, Forestry, Maritime,
Mining and Energy Union (CFMMEDU) that
represents coal port workers among others.

All the union representatives interviewed
for this article agree that a just transition
must involve, among other things, increas-
ing resources to train employees to find work
again, particularly in the renewable energy
sector. “We need to seize these opportuni-
ties and ensure that the benefits of renew-
able energy development are available to
all, especially those who will be affected by
the end of the old industries,” says Michael
Wright, deputy national secretary of the
Electrical Trades Union (ETU), which rep-
resents 60,000 electricity sector workers
in Australia. According to Wright, “several
thousand” of his union’s members are already
working in solar and wind power.

“WE ARE ONLY AT THE
BEGINNING”

While the state agency TAFE (Technical
and Further Education) already provides
training for professionals in New South
Wales, Phelan argues that it needs more
government investment: “You don’t go and
work on a wind farm overnight. We have
the skills, but we really need more train-
ing,” he adds.

Another measure that unions have
fought to see implemented is the creation
of a local authority to coordinate transition
efforts, which have already been established
in several parts of Australia. “Last year the
New South Wales government announced
the creation of the Royalties for Rejuvenation
fund, a body that will receive AU$25 mil-
lion a year to support transition initiatives,
including in the Hunter Valley,” explains
Liam Phelan. A similar body, the Latrobe
Valley Authority, has also been created in
the state of Victoria.

According to the Australian Council of
Trade Unions, Australia’s largest trade union
centre, whose affiliates include many of the
previously mentioned unions, the transition
is “entirely predictable and it is critical that
government acts to support workers and
communities impacted by the energy tran-
sition.” Unions and their workers assure us
that it is already underway and, as Jordan
of the Hunter Jobs Alliance says: “We are
only at the beginning.”

Equal Times &
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QANTAS DECLARES WAR ON ITS
FRONTLINE WORKFORCE

Australian Services Union (ASU) Statement

In an aggressive step, Qantas has
unilaterally reissued a new Notice of
Employee Representational Rights
(NERR) to its ASU 1- 9 and QFIT work-
force. In doing so, the Airline has
flagged “two streams” of bargaining
and is attempting to exclude workers
from enterprise agreement protec-
tions. It has created chaos and confu-
sion and undermines the workforce’s
right to negotiate one deal for all.

We must take action to protect the enti-
tlements of all workers, whether it is you or
your colleagues, that are impacted. Sign our
petition in support of one agreement for all.

Over the last few years, Qantas adopted
draconian tactics against its workforce. It
has:

« illegally outsourced 2000 workers;

« threatened cabin crew with terminating
their enterprise agreements (which
would force workers into the legal
minimums); and

» now it wants to cut off one in three
workers from agreement-protected
entitlements.

The Airline must stop its war on its
workforce.

Qantas does not need to remove rights
to attract workers.

It is completely counter-intuitive, and all
workers stand to lose. Any success for the
Airline in removing enterprise agreement
penalty rates for one group of workers will
set a precedent for another. Any commitment

to “protect redundancy” may last only the

length of the individual contract, and when

workers must renegotiate their contracts,
there is no certainty that the protection
will continue.

Workers are always better off collec-
tively negotiating to set the terms of the
enterprise agreement.

The Airline is naming roles such as IT,
marketing, finance and HR, but their pro-
posal goes further than this and impacts
plane safety and loading, scheduling, airport
management, learning and development
and so on. If workers do not stop Qantas’
intention to remove enterprise agreement
protections from some workers now, then
who is next?

Qantas can legally pay any worker above
their Enterprise Agreement entitlements.
Your enterprise agreement provides a legal
minimum entitlement. Qantas can attract
and retain staff simply by following the
law and abandoning its wage suppression
strategies, such as freezing the pay of its
workforce.

What can you do to support one deal
for all?

There are three actions you can imme-
diately take:

« Sign our petition in support of one deal
for all at megaphone.org.au/petitions/
don-t-delay-our-conditions-and-pay

« Inform all your colleagues, and

« Join the ASU if you are not a member
at asujoin.asn.au @&
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Workers are always
better off collectively
negotiating to set the

terms of the enterprise
agreement.

WHY YOUNG PEOPLE DO DREAM OF LABOUR
BUT NOT AS WE KNOW IT

Mia McAuslan

Our first jobs are meant to be
harsh. Or so is the belief, consid-
ered by some as a right of pas-
sage upheld by the fallacy that
bad treatment breeds grit and
resilience. But we can clearly see
the dangers of subscribing to the
idea that young people should
“suck it up” and be grateful to
work at all.

Young people make up the major-
ity of the casual workforce, and are
more likely to experience wage theft
and insecure work. They’ve also
come-of-age during a seismic shift in
the way that we work, where work is
less of a place and more of a concept,
and where the line between work and
home is constantly blurred.

Stuck between a rock and a hard
place, young people are marred with
a misleading perceived generational
laziness while simultaneously having
to contend with the pressure of
“hustle culture” and the challenges
of remote work.

An article published in Vox
stated: “Gen Z does not dream of
labour.” This “anti-work” sentiment
has trended across social media by
creators on TikTok mocking the idea
of a “dream job” — there is no dream
job they say, because we don’t dream
of work.

However by 2030, Gen Z will
make up thirty per cent of the work-
force. It’s not that young people don’t
want to “work” — it’s that they don’t
dream of labour as we know it.

And as the workforce and com-
merce change, so do the problems
that workers face, meaning that the

solutions to combat these rising
issues require a renewed sense of
resistance too.

WHAT IS THE FUTURE
OF WORK FOR
GEN 2Z?

Gen Z faces a future of work that
integrates technology into most roles
and demands technical skills as well
as soft skills like emotional intelli-
gence; a future where remote work
is the norm and gig work through
app-based companies is a go-to.

These shifts in work culture have
come from technological progress but
also from insidious companies under-
mining laws to exploit gig workers.
With these shifts, come new worker
rights issues, such as a right to dis-
connect, and the monopolisation of
entertainment and social media plat-
forms by exploitative corporations.

However, as more Millenials
progress in their careers and Gen
Z begin to make up the majority of
the workforce, young people could
be changing the meaning of work to
benefit all workers.

WHAT DO YOUNG
PEOPLE DREAM OF?

Younger generations are ready
and willing to be open about issues
like mental health and burn out and
they want flexibility in their jobs —
they expect their jobs to fit in with
their lives, rather than fitting their
lives into their jobs.

They want better work-life bal-
ance, fulfilling roles with a higher
purpose, and want to work hard for

companies that share their values.
They care about fairness and equal-
ity — principles that unions have been
advocating for nearly 200 years.

So it’s no wonder that young
people are unionising in large
numbers.

Using platforms like TikTok and
Twitter to organise, young people in
US are forming digital picket lines to
stand up against exploitative corpo-
rations like Amazon, Starbucks and
Conde Nast.

What is exciting about this
emerging digital activism is that
many young creators have their
own large platforms and are able to
contend with big business — it is no
longer a David and Goliath battle.
By incorporating traditional collec-
tive action into contemporary digital
spaces, young workers are paving a
new kind of organising.

Young workers are looking out
for their workmates here in Australia
too. Whether it be standing up against
the denial of ten-minute breaks or
embedding climate action into the
workplace, young union members
are making progress for now and
the future.

Digital union platforms such
as Gen United provide new ways
of young workers to come together
and create better workplaces and a
fairer society.

Young people don’t dream of
exploitation, burn-out and poor
work life balance. They dream of
equality, fairness and worker’s rights
— and that’s why they are unionis-
ing, because unions are the key to
unlocking a vision of work that young
people do dream of. @

Photo: Cajsa Lilliehook — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)
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GERMANY FACES STARK CHOICE!

Victor Grossman

In 1990, on 3rd October, Germany
could rejoice; unity at last, a single flag,
a single anthem (Deutschland iiber
alles), a single currency, a single for-
eign policy; in other words, freedom
and democracy triumphant! And with
it what Chancellor Ludwig Erhard had
called a “social market economy, the
foundation of our liberal, open and
democratic society, with functioning
competition, pricing freedom and a
wide range of affordable goods, while
absorbing its disadvantages, such
as monopolisation, price fixing, and
protecting citizens against illness and
unemployment ... while at the same
time fostering prosperity.”

And that is just what so many East
German “Ossies” expected, demonstrated,
and voted for in the polling booths. Are they
still rejoicing thirty-two years later?

It’s a question also valid for the so-called
sister countries, who also metamorphosed
in almost amazing marching order: in Sep-
tember 1989 a non-communist government
was elected in Poland, in October the Com-
munist regime in Hungary was shut down,
in November (when the Berlin Wall was
opened) Vaclav Havel took over in Prague.
On Christmas Day, in the bloodiest take-
over, Ceausescu and his wife were killed by
a Romanian firing squad.

In February 1990 the Communist Party
gave up its claim to power in Bulgaria. The
decisive German vote was on 18th March.
In October came the official German “I
do” — just what those giant corporations,
expelled from East Germany after the war,
had never ceased conniving and pressuring
for. They had won at last, the wedding ring
was squeezed onto the Eastern finger.

The first years were great for Ossies’ travel
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possibilities and lovely commodity assort-
ment, but otherwise — for millions — pretty
ghastly! The over-hasty introduction of the
“West-mark” into East Germany and the
seizure, shuttering or penny-ante sellout of
its entire, substantial industrial base caused
havoc, misery, and bitterness.

Adding insult to injury, second or third
string “Wessies” moved in and seized control
and jobs — in the judiciary, police, education,
journalism, and economy. By and large, they
still run them.

Before unification — or annexation — even
the lop-sided East-West rivalry impelled both
sides to keep some standards high. While the
totally disadvantaged GDR had been unable
to match assortments in retail shops, it had
such good conditions in its workshops that
West German bosses often felt it wiser to go
easier with cuts or repressive policies. With
western unions always able to hint: “You don’t
want workers to look to the East, do you?”
it was like having an invisible but helpful
GDR ally sitting at the bargaining table. (Of
course, it also kept GDR unions and lawmak-
ers on their toes in terms of improvements.)
But in October 1990 this rivalry — with that
invisible ally — was buried.

In the following decades, life settled down
a bit but remained heavily west-dominated,
with eastern wages lower, hours longer,
and the job atmosphere worse. Many East
Germans still feel they are looked upon and
treated as second-class citizens. While sub-
sidiaries of West German industries improved
the job situation in larger cities, many towns,
based around one or two now-defunct facto-
ries, are top-heavy with the elderly.

Especially young women, better able to
care for themselves, left to find jobs in the
west. The young men who remained, with
lessened hopes of decent jobs, lacking any
new orientation or clear motivation but shar-
ing eastern bitterness, were all too easy prey

for right-wing and openly fascist parties,
songs, gangs, or underground conspiracies.

NEEDED THE VOTES

But the Social Democrats still needed the
votes of the workers and in the East, both
the LINKE party (renamed after joining with
western leftists) and newly rebirthing unions
in the truncated industry were beginning
to threaten the establishment status quo.
A cantankerous baby was the last thing the
politicians wanted; for some years the pres-
sure against unions and cuts in social benefits
remained relatively moderate in the West
and, to a degree, in the East.

Then came the financial crisis in 2007,
pressures from US dollar domination
increased, and with it globalisation, digi-
talisation, then economic growth in China,
the COVID crisis, and the inherent stress on
every enterprise in “free market” capitalism
to either keep growing or go under, with
wealthier rivals waiting for their chances.
That caused a growing pressure to keep
profit levels safe and high, with the resulting
pressures. The old Bertolt Brecht two-liner
gained renewed validity:

“A rich man and a poor man, there they
stood, and judged each other as best
they could.

“The poor man said, his voice at low
pitch, If T were not poor you’d not be
rich.”

(translation VG)

The problems grew, even when largely
ignored by those not facing them or causing
them. An estimated 2.5 million children live
below the German poverty line, and even
more elderly people, while the retirement
age edges annually toward sixty-seven.

Nearly a thousand “pantry” centres offer
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free food to people in need, nearly a hundred
in Berlin alone, with the churches adding
another fifty. But increasingly, they cannot
meet the needs of more and more “custom-
ers.” This was ironic for eastern “Ossies”;
imported foods and delicacies had been hard
to get in the GDR but staple foods were amply
available at extremely low prices, unchanged
from 1958; even the word for “food pantry”
(“Tafel”) was unknown in the East.

While many problems increased, some
statistics tumbled downward. A new poll
found only fifty-nine per cent of the West
Germans were still satisfied with the way
democracy was working — and only thirty-
nine per cent of East Germans. As for social
justice, with a huge income gap, only thirty-
three per cent in the West are now satisfied
— and a paltry two-three per cent in the East.
Economists offered gloomy predictions of a
worsening economic crisis — and there was
a hollow note in the self-congratulatory
speeches so common on the Day of German
Unity.

As for that former sisterhood, all had
hoped like the East Germans that the Euro-
pean Union, with a wealthy united Germany,
and NATO, with an even wealthier US, would
soon make them healthy, wealthy, and wise.
The result was spotty at best.

Poland, ruled by far-rightists, escaped
domestic disaster by encouraging over two
million citizens to seek jobs in Germany,
France, Ireland, and Britain (where their
great number helped cause Brexit). In
Czechia, which did best, its economy was
overrun by foreign owners, like once-proud
Skoda, founded in 1895, and now subject to
the up or down whims of its distant owner,
Volkswagen-Finance Luxemburg.

Romania and Bulgaria suffer one politi-
cal shake-up after the other, with constant
economic crises and corruption. Nor does
Orban in Hungary offer an enviable model.
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Karl-Marx monument in Chemnitz, East Germany. Photo: Ralf Steinberger — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)
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People may have won many rights since 1990
but, like the East Germans, lost all security
in their daily lives.

And how long will the rights last? The
question is popping up even in western
Europe, with strong rightist parties now in
France, Sweden, Denmark, Belgium, Neth-
erlands, Austria, Spain, and Italy, while in
the UK a fighting Labor Party was almost
completely re-tamed to lap-dog docility by
the media-mastered ouster of Jeremy Corbyn.

In Germany, with so little optimism lying
around, opposition was beginning to be wor-
risome for top-level movers and shakers;
some proactive seeding and fertilising were
needed. A traditional prescription against
opposition from below is nationalism, hyped-
up jingo-patriotism ably furthered by skilled
media-aces, flag-makers, and a wide range
of politicians and their lobbyist pals, just
what the doctor ordered for the ladies and
gents heading Lockheed, Raytheon, Boeing
on one side of the ocean, selling F35s, Jave-
lins, and drones, and those over here like
Rheinmetall (Leopard tanks), ThyssenKrupp
(submarines), Heckler & Koch (assault rifles
and machine guns) — plus other patriotic
do-gooders wherever they are!

This year’s Day of German Unity cer-
emony was in ancient Erfurt, in East German
Thuringia, because its minister-president
Bodo Ramelow, now holds the rotating chair
of the German Upper House, the Bundesrat.
This first and only LINKE politician to hold
that post, once denounced as a Bolshevik
menace (because of his party), Ramelow is
now accepted by all the proper people.

LEADS
THE “MODERATE” WING

Once a West German trade union staffer
who joined the move to the East in 1990, he
is a leader of the moderate or “reformer”
wing of the LINKE. He made headlines a
year ago by urging a compromise on oppos-
ing NATO and military deployment outside
Germany — so as to gain acceptance by the
Greens and Social Democrats on a federal
level, as he has achieved on a state level in
Thuringia. His more recent media laurels
were for angrily opposing the far more mili-
tant Sahra Wagenknecht and any LINKE
who rejects such compromises.

Ramelow’s highly-publicised holiday
speech decried the all-too-slowly diminish-
ing disadvantages for East Germans — his
obvious duty as one of their rare representa-
tives. He repeated the standard, dutiful calls
to oppose anti-Semitism and racism and
praised the goal of a close-bound folk which,
despite historically-rooted divergences, was
moving forward, united in friendship and
in solidarity and zeal in opposing authori-
tarianism, above all what he called criminal
Putin-imperialism.

Well-delivered — Ramelow is a good
speaker — much of it could have been said
by almost anyone in any party and state
capital. No mention of strike actions, now
growing in number, not a spoonful of mili-
tancy in the face of emerging conflicts, or
fight-back against 200 billionaires who rule
the economic roost and much of the political
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S AS IT CELEBRATES ITS “UNITY?”

:

B e

Die LINKE played a leading fighting role in the struggle for affordable rents in Berlin. In this 2019 photo the sign says "Affordable housing,
not fatter profits." Many members of the party believe that it will have to step up its involvement in militant struggles if it is to regain some of

its lost strength. | Courtesy of Die LINKE

roost, increasingly menacing all our lives
and all our lands.

Not any response to the threat of nuclear
conflict or the need to fight against it. Yes,
Putin’s inhumanity was evil, but he said not
a word about the bombing of Yemen, about
Germany replacing “Putin-gas” with that of
such gentle partners as Saudi Arabia or the
Emirates. No word about Julian Assange.
But then, such topics might have been out of
place in Erfurt on the Day of German Unity.

But this time, a Monday — often a con-
flicted weekday because of the “We are the
people” Monday marches in 1989 — there
were defiant protest demonstrations in almost
every city in Thuringia, and cities and towns
up and down East Germany — and some in
West German cities as well. They were not big
marches, mostly counting between 1000 and
4000, but were bigger than on the previous
Monday and in far more towns and cities.
They rejected a planned extra 100 billion
euro outlay for armaments, opposed the
export of weapons and, some were against
sanctions on Russian oil with their chilly or
icy result in homes and factories, schools
and museums, when the poorest would be
hit worst and the richest would continue to
rake in piles. The most common slogan was
“Heating, bread, and peace!”

There were problems; some marching
groups were remnants of past anti-masking,
COVID conspiracy demonstrations. Far-
right elements again tried to muscle in. And
indeed, rightist AfD support for Putin while
also demanding an even greater beefing-up
of German armaments has caused confusion.
Most protesting groups drew sharp lines,

including physical ones: “No far-rightists!”
But the media, eagerly denouncing the
whole action, had found its main line of
attack: “Pro-Putin joins with the far right
against Ukraine.” Can a left-led campaign
for peace grow strong enough to overcome
such problems?

The government coalition, faced with
an urgent need to prevent the worst misery
and head off more and bigger protests with
growing rebelliousness, was also torn by
quarrels, with Greens “postponing” or for-
getting nearly all ecological principles and
the Free Democrats, unable to overtly pre-
vent increased taxes on the very wealthy,
weakened enough to OK deficit measures
whose burden would be shouldered onto
later governments — and working people.

But the coalition was displaying conspicu-
ous incompetence and widening cracks. Hold-
ing it together was the Ukraine policy. The
weakest Social Democrat, Health Minister
Karl Lauterbach, tied up tightly in Corona
confusion, could be bold on at least one
point: “What good can it do us to kowtow
to Putin? We are at war with Putin, we are
not his psychotherapist. It’s necessary to
keep fighting consistently and win victory
by liberating Ukraine.”

Not a whisper about negotiating or
peace — only about victory, “Sieg” — no
matter what it costs ordinary people, most
of all the Ukrainians. All are enthusiasti-
cally united under the pronged star flag of
NATO. Or almost all. Anyone with doubts,
or “whoever betrays the Ukraine ...” — this in
the words of Christian Democrat opposition
leader Friedrich Metz — “is also betraying

our freedom and our democracy!” And had
better watch their step! A curious, very wor-
risome warning!

Some are daring to take such steps — in
the streets of many towns and cities. But
while this includes many members of the
LINKE, not too many leaders are among
them. The war fever now so quickly bubbling
up in Germany has engulfed them too, like
Bodo Ramelow, or LINKE Bundestag del-
egate Caren Lay who just spited China by
visiting Taiwan with delegates from other
parties, in the provocative footsteps of Nancy
Pelosi and shortly after German Eurofighter
planes paid a visit to Japan, a precedent and
omen of expansion.

It’s so much easier to run with the crowd.
But running or walking, in such footsteps,
hand in hand with happy warriors like
Baerbock or Lauterbach, will not win the
votes either of the “Fight on to victory —
ruin Russia!” crowd, who will choose the
other colours anyway, nor of those who defy
flag-wavers and censorship and demand a
cease-fire and negotiations by all sides and
who once saw the LINKE as an uncompro-
mising “Party of Peace.”

LINKE can and must still be saved; there
are so many good fighters in its ranks. This
coming winter may be facing bitterly icy winds
inside and out, and possibly winds of change
— in the LINKE, in Germany, and the world.
Almost any direction is possible, militantly
progressive or tragically acquiescent. Brave
decisions are certainly necessary.

People’'s World &

An estimated 2.5 million children
live below the German poverty
line, and even more elderly
people, while the retirement age
edges annually toward sixty-seven.
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IRELAND: A BUDGET TO
REINFORCE INEQUALITY

Eugene McCartan

The coalition government of Fianna
Fail, Fine Gael and the Green Party
has announced its 2023 budget. This
is taking place in a period of growing
inflation, rising energy costs, and fall-
ing consumer confidence and spending.

The increase in social welfare payments
comes nowhere near meeting the rate of
inflation. The €12 increase in social welfare
will not keep up with inflation; to do that it
would have to be more like a €25 increase.

The €500 tax rebate on rent will be swal-
lowed up with rising rents. Absolutely no
action in tackling the root causes of rents
being as high as they are; no rent control
or rent caps: business as usual.

In real terms, this will mean that during
2022-23 inflation will run at 16.25 per cent.
Incomes will have to rise by this amount over
that time just to stand still. They simply do
not meet people’s needs.

Real incomes will fall, interest rates are
rising, while at the same time this state’s
main trading blocs are stagnating and will
most probably fall into recession.

NATO’s proxy war with Russia in Ukraine
will have a long-term economic impact on
the economies of the member-states of the
European Union. Germany, the power-
house of the EU, is being affected most by
this aggressive strategy of domination and
control of markets and resources now in full
force by the United States.

The government is projecting that gross
national income will grow by 0.4 per cent in
2023 and that domestic demand will increase
only by 1.2 per cent while projecting inflation
to be about 7 per cent.

Rising energy costs resulting from both
the proxy war against Russia and massive
profit-taking by energy monopolies will prob-
ably drive the Irish economy, as well as other
economies within the EU, into recession.

Some people are predicting a 5 per cent
loss of national income and output. It could be
more, as this state’s economy is over-reliant
on globally traded services and goods, while
its revenue is dependent on the creaming of
“imperial rent” from transnational corpora-
tions declaring and paying their minimum
taxes in this state.

The same applies to the miserable
increase in the minimum wage. This will
only drive tens of thousands of low-paid
workers into greater poverty and increase
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the number of the working poor. They will
then have to rely upon the family income
supplement to live, increasing the state’s
contribution in subsidising low-wage and
super-exploitation.

This budget has been designed to protect
the income of the professional classes and
high-paid workers at the expense of the bulk
of workers. The tax cuts benefit only the better
off. One-off payments covering energy costs
and child benefits in the main will end up in
the pockets of the private energy corporations
and those private providers of child care.

Part-time and low-paid workers will be
the big losers from this pro-wealthy budget.

The standard rate cut-off point for income
tax was increased by 8.7 per cent and in
effect indexed to inflation. Most if not all
the increases in spending on health tend to
be swallowed up and are in fact a further
source of wealth for the private and corpo-
rate medical sector, private consultants, and
wealthy GPs.

This budget will do very little for working
people. It will further accentuate the deep
inequality within this corrupt state. It will
certainly do little in the struggle to decarbon-
ise and to save our planet from destruction.

The increase in spending on the military
is only a further indication that the state is

committed to the global war and domination
strategies of NATO and the EU. It is fully
wedded to, and dependent on, imperialism.

Budgets in our society are for feeding
the illusion that governments stand above
the fray, are referees in the struggle between
working people to win a greater share of the
wealth they produce and those who own and
control that wealth.

Governments are not bystanders in the
day-to-day struggles to survive: they are for
serving, protecting and ensuring the repro-
duction of capital, for protecting privilege
and the power of the owners of capital.
Socialist Voice &

COMMUNIST LEADER INDICTS COORS FORITS
WATERY BEER AND DANGEROUS POLITICS

Roberta Wood

Communist Party co-chair Joe
Sims issued this indictment
of Coors Beer, one of Amer-
ica’s huge corporations, in a
YouTube video released this
week by the Party to argue
for collective action by this
country’s working class to
defeat what Sims calls “the
fascist caucus.” Sims zeroes
in on the role of Big Business
in underwriting the reelec-
tion of members of Congress
who supported 6th January
attempted coup.

Home Depot, Koch Industries,
Chase Manhattan, UPS as well as
wholesale beer manufacturers — all
household names — are, he main-
tains, major funders of an on-going
“slow moving coup.” Sims argues
that it is these corporate actors,
not the white working class, that
are the source of fascist danger.

“Big Business liked the Trump
administration,” he says, “with its
massive de-regulation, attack on the
trade union movement and loosen-
ing of environmental rules.” These
policies, he continues, resulted in
maximizing profit — “the name of
the game.” This meanness is not a
character flaw, Sims declares. “It’s
built into the system.”

Sims, 65, was elected to lead
the Party’s work with Co-chair Ros-
sana Cambron in 2019. The son of
an Ohio steelworker, he was long-
time editor of the Political Affairs,
CPUSA’s theoretical journal. In
the video’s conclusion, he goes on
to lay out the Communist Party’s
action plan:

“Our goal is to build a move-
ment,” he says. “a movement to
support candidates not because of
their party affiliation, “but because
of the issues they stand for and the
people’s ability to influence them”
going forward. Thus, he insists,

the focus on exposing and ending
corporate funding of fascist politi-
cal forces and the necessity to pass
legislation, such as the PRO Act,
that will strengthen the hand of
labor, and expand the organized
sector of the working class.

“Voting is part and parcel of
collective action of a class.”

Sims concludes by reframing
the issue of voting. It’s not “my
individual voice is heard.” It’s about
whether our collective voice is
heard,” he maintains. Sims takes the
famous words of Frederick Douglass
— “power concedes nothing without
a struggle” — one step further: “This
demand has to be forced,” the co-
chair insists. Voting is one of the
working class’s collective tools, he
argues, but we also “need to use all
collective tools including striking,
occupying, constantly keeping the
pressure on.”
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UK: THE HUMAN CHAIN
FOR ASSANGE IS ABOUT
DEFENDING OUR RIGHTS FROM
AUTHORITARIAN STATE POWER

SATURDAY’S (8th October)
human chain around Parlia-
ment for Julian Assange must
place his case back at the heart
of the fight for our freedoms.

The Conservative Party confer-
ence has vowed to “stay the course.”
Most attention has been paid to the
government’s determination to cut
taxes and attack public spending.

But Liz Truss’s government is
staying the course too on the wide-
ranging assault on civil liberties
begun by Boris Johnson’s ministers.

The “key workers” of today now
face their basic strike rights being
withdrawn. The new home secre-
tary has taken up Priti Patel’s war
on refugees. The raft of authoritar-
ian legislation empowering a police
force sunk in racism, misogyny and
violence is still with us — and the
world’s most famous journalist
still faces extradition to a US jail
for exposing war crimes.

It is worth repeating what a
dangerous precedent this US pros-
ecution sets: Assange was never an
employee of the US government
and has never leaked classified
information. He is a journalist who
published information passed to
him. Nor is he a US citizen at all,
nor resident in the US.

What Washington will estab-
lish if it succeeds in imprisoning
Assange is that anyone, anywhere
in the world, who publishes infor-
mation that the US would rather

keep secret can be hunted down
and punished.

The precedent set in Britain —
that there is no actual protection
against extradition on political
charges, even though this is sup-
posedly forbidden — is equally
ominous.

Assange needs our help because
the British political system has
turned its back on him.

A succession of craven Con-
servative governments have abased
themselves before Washington’s
need for revenge. But Labour’s Keir
Starmer played a shameful role in
encouraging his original extradition
to Sweden and the opposition have
stopped opposing Assange’s perse-
cution since the former director of
public prosecutions took the reins.

There is an important lesson
here about the character of the
post-Corbyn reaction across the
British Establishment, one equally
evident this week in Starmer’s
dogged refusal to endorse work-
ers’ strike action in defence of their
jobs and pay.

It is cross-party. Labour may
not be as viciously reactionary as
the Conservatives, but its leaders
are invested in the same overall
project — suppressing popular
demand for a rupture with a broken
economic model.

Parliament has repeatedly
proved an obstacle to, rather than
an expression of, the popular will in
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Stella and family at Human Chain around Parliament for Julian Assange, London 8th October 2022.
Photo: Steve Eason — flickr.com (CC BY-NC 2.0)

recent years, from the manoeuvring
to block Brexit to the Parliamentary
Labour Party’s determined thwart-
ing of the democratic upsurge led
by Jeremy Corbyn.

Forming a human chain around
it — for the first time — is a potent
symbol of our refusal to allow it to
crush our aspirations and remove
our rights.

To do so in defence of Assange
is especially important as our poli-
ticians unite in the cause of milita-
rism and war.

War crimes are back in the
news, of course, as mass graves are
uncovered in eastern Ukraine and
shocked-sounding establishment

journalists brief us on reports of
Russian atrocities.

These horrors require full inves-
tigation — but beware of politicians
exploiting them to demand venge-
ance and a war to the end against
a nuclear-armed state.

In this context, Wikileaks’ expo-
sure of equally horrific behaviour
by the US, British, Australian and
other armies in Iraq and Afghani-
stan becomes invaluable.

From the “collateral murder”
video through to the mass murder
of civilians from the air and the
cold-blooded killing of prisoners,
Nato is as steeped in blood as any
adversary.

Our governments are not the
good guys defending liberty from
the wicked Russians. They have
waged a series of brutal and largely
unprovoked wars across much of
the globe; they continue to arm and
fund similar butchery in Yemen and
other war zones.

War means war crimes and our
cause is peace, not victory for one
set of war criminals over another.

Assange helped reveal that to
the world. For that, he is being
punished — and for that reason,
we must see him freed.

Moming Star &

What Washington will establish
if it succeeds in imprisoning
Assange is that anyone,
anywhere in the world, who
publishes information that the
US would rather keep secret can
be hunted down and punished.
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CRIMEAN BRIDGE BLAST A
“SYMBOLIC INCIDENT” IN
RUSSIA-UKRAINE CRISIS, MIGHT
OPEN PANDORA’S BOX OF
ATTACKING INFRASTRUCTURE

The damage to the Crimean Bridge
caused by a truck explosion on 8th
October serves as a “symbolic incident”
of the months-long Russia-Ukraine
conflict, as the move, if confirmed as
terrorist attack, which tramples on
Moscow’s red line and is tinted with
provocation, will invite strong coun-
termeasures from Russia, said Chi-
nese experts. This incident, which
comes less than a month after the
Nord Stream sabotage, opens a Pan-
dora’s box of destroying civilian and
key infrastructure, experts said, and
once such moves become a new nor-
mal, the whole world will be forced to
face rising security threats.

The Crimean Bridge, also known as Kerch
Bridge, which connects the Crimean Penin-
sula with mainland Russia, has been dam-
aged by a truck bombing, Russia’s National
Anti-Terrorism Committee was quoted by
Russia Today (RT.)

“According to preliminary information,
three people were killed,” Russia’s investiga-
tive committee said in a statement. It said
they were likely to have been “passengers of
a car that was near the truck that exploded.”

The investigators have also established
the details of the truck and its owner, regis-
tered in Russia’s southern Krasnodar region,
and begun searching his place of residence,
it added.

Russian officials said that the blast, which
occurred shortly after 6 am local time, caused
a partial collapse of the road on the vehicle
section. It also triggered a blaze on a freight
train on the parallel rail section, with seven
fuel tanks catching fire.

The Kremlin’s spokesman, Dmitry
Peskov, referred to the incident as an “emer-
gency”, without assessing who was behind it.

“The president directed the prime minis-
ter to form a government commission to find
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Crimean bridge before the blast. Photo: Alexxx1979 — commons.wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)

out the causes of the incident and eliminate
the consequences as soon as possible,” Peskov
said, according to Russian state media.

Peskov said “there are still no forecasts”
for restoring the Crimean Bridge, Russian
news agency RIA Novosti reported.

Soon after the incident, Mykhailo
Podolyak, an adviser to Ukraine’s presi-
dent, wrote in a Twitter post that “Crimea,
the bridge, the beginning ... Everything
illegal must be destroyed, everything stolen
must be returned to Ukraine, everything
occupied by Russia must be expelled,”
but he did not directly claim Ukrainian
responsibility.

Russian Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Spokeswoman Maria Zakharova responded,
saying “The Kiev regime’s reaction towards
destruction of civilian infrastructure is a
testament to its terrorist nature.”

SYMBOLIC INCIDENT

Chinese observers said this incident will
be another symbolic moment of the Russia-
Ukraine conflict, as it will fuel the already
tense situation. “The bridge is important
enough for Moscow as it repeatedly issued
warnings against attacking the bridge and
drew a ‘red line’ on it. If the blast is con-
firmed as a deliberate attack, it will be a test
for Russia whether it can safeguard its ‘red
line.” For some people, Russia has no choice
but to exert strong countermeasures to show
the outside world that it has the determina-
tion to draw and protect its ‘red line,”” Cui
Heng from the Center for Russian Studies
of East China Normal University, told the
Global Times.

Both the Crimean Bridge damage and
the sabotage of the Nord Stream gas pipe-
lines are moves tinted with terrorism, said
Cui, noting that the use of such moves is an
ominous sign that the relevant parties are
breaking the rules and ignoring war ethics,

which fuels the spiralling escalation of the
conflict.

“An undisguised terrorist war is being
waged against us. Moreover, the long-
announced terrorist attack on the Crimean
Bridge is no longer just a challenge, it is
a declaration of war without rules,” Oleg
Morozov, a member of the Russian par-
liament, told the RIA news agency. “If we
remain silent in response and do not give
an adequate response, then such attacks
will multiply,” he added.

The bridge has become a hot button loca-
tion between two countries since the Russia-
Ukraine crisis began. In August, explosions
rang out over the bridge, although with no
apparent damage done. Ukrainian officials
have vowed to attack the Crimean Bridge
on numerous occasions during the conflict
between Moscow and Kiev.

Major General of the Armed Forces of
Ukraine Dmytro Marchenko said that the
bridge would be the number one target for
the defenders of Ukraine after receiving the
promised Western weapons, media reported
in August.

The US has also been supporting Ukraine
for attacking Crimea. A senior US official told
NatSec Daily that the US supports strikes
on Crimea if Ukraine deems them necessary,
US media outlet Politico reported in August.

“In the short term, the conflict will esca-
late, and hostility between both countries is
reaching a limit. From a broader perspective,
once the sabotage of basic infrastructure
becomes normal during this conflict, the
whole world faces rising security risks,”
according to Cui.

This incident occurred less than a month
after the Nord Stream 1 and 2 pipelines burst
on 26th September, draining Russian gas into
the Baltic Sea off the coast of Denmark and
Sweden. Sweden’s Security Service said on
Thursday that a crime scene investigation of

the incident found evidence of detonations,
strengthening suspicions of “gross sabotage,”
Reuters reported.

LINGERING IMPACT

Observers see the damage of the 19-kilo-
metre bridge across the Kerch Strait, opened
by President Vladimir Putin in 2018, as a
deliberate attack on Russian’s morale. In
addition, the attack on the bridge will have
a direct impact on Russia’s ability to supply
forces in the Kherson and Nikolayevsk
regions, said Cui.

However, although the bridge plays a
key role in bringing fuel, equipment and
ammunition to Russian units fighting in
southern Ukraine, Wang believed the impact
of the damage to the bridge on the conflict
is rather limited.

“Russia’s Black Sea Fleet has its offi-
cial primary headquarters and facilities in
Sevastopol on the Crimean Peninsula. But
logistic support and transportation of troops
for Russia’s ground force fighting in eastern
Ukraine is not from the peninsula. Moreo-
ver, the bridge is just one of the channels
connecting Crimea with mainland Russia. It
can also be substituted by ferries and other
ways,” said Wang.

Hours after the incident, local authori-
ties in Crimea said they will organise a ferry
service between the Russian mainland and
the peninsula, BBC reported.

Li Ziguo, a senior research fellow with the
China Institute of International Studies, told
the Global Times that Russia could also use
this incident to further mobilise its people
and show them the dangers Russia faces
during the conflict. “It could also be used by
Moscow to win over people’s support for its
military actions,” said Li.

Global Times &
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MSWATI’S AUTOCRATIC REGIME
DECLARES SWAZI STUDENTS

On Friday 30 September
2022, police in Swaziland
violently crushed a students’
protest in the capital city,
Mbabane.

The Scholarship & Jobs for
All campaign was organised by
the Swaziland National Union of
Students (SNUS), supported by
the Communist Party of Swaziland
(CPS) and the entire mass demo-
cratic movement.

The students met a hostile
environment where Mswati’s police
denied the students their right to
peacefully march to deliver petitions
to the Ministry of Labour and Social
Security, Ministry of Education &
Training and the Prime Ministers
offices.

It is now the autocratic regime’s
modus operandi to unleash its secu-
rity forces upon the people when-
ever they march for their rights.

Mswati’s police forces were
seen firing live ammunition on the
protesting students, some of whom
had no alternative but to flee to the
nearest Mbabane government hos-
pital and the Mbabane campus of
the University of Swaziland.

As if that was not enough, the
police fired teargas into the hospital
while pursuing the students.

The students, however, did
not want to be mere victims of the
regime’s forces of brutality. They
fought back, even returning some
of the fired teargas canisters to
the police.

Amid the skirmishes, a police
vehicle caught fire.

As the students dispersed, some
were heavily assaulted while others
arrested. One of those who was
arrested was Kwanele Fakudze,
a student at the Vocational and
Commercial Training Institute —
Matsapha (VOCTIM).

Kwanele Fakudze is a member
of SNUS. He is also a member of the
CPS, serving as one of its organis-
ers under the Party’s Youth and
Students Commission.

Kwanele was later charged
with possession of a dangerous

weapon, under the colonial-era
Crimes Act of 1889. He gained his
release on Monday 3 October 2022,
after paying a fine at the Mbabane
Magistrate’s Court.

The police prepared for their
violence by first placing barricades
on strategic positions on all routes
leading to Mbabane, where the
students had scheduled to have
the protest.

Despite the barricades, students
were able to manoeuvre and reach
the capital city.

The protest was staged in con-
sideration of the government’s
declaration to drastically trim the
number of scholarship recipients
to an estimated fifty per cent of
the total population of admitted
undergraduate students.

Over the years, the Swazi gov-
ernment, while channelling more
millions towards the extravagant
royal family, has drastically cut
down on public education and
health. Its Scholarship Policy, first
introduced in 2009, was its first
official declaration meant to cut on
scholarship spending, particularly
at higher education. The regime
went on to implement this regres-
sive policy from 2011.

Before that, in 2006, the regime
had come up with a “high priority,
low priority” policy. That policy
was outrightly rejected by students
countrywide. It was thereafter
refashioned into the scholarship
policy in 2009.

Swazi students call for the
awarding of scholarship to every
undergraduate student, increment
of the little allowances which
do not match the rapidly rising
standard of living, among other
demands. The demands amount
to the call for free quality educa-
tion for all, including in basic
education.

About seventy per cent of the
people of Swaziland live below the
poverty line and cannot afford basic
necessities. Without the provision
of free education, the situation will
only worsen. The ruling regime is

It is now the avtocratic
regime’s modus operandi to
unleash its security forces
upon the people whenever
they march for their rights.
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Kwanele Fakudze being carried by students and comrades outside the Mbabane Magistrate’s Court, following

his release. Photo: Liciniso Weekly

incapable of resolving all these and
other issues.

A student who was part of the
march on Friday, commenting on
condition of anonymity, said, “As
students in this country, we endure
worse experiences. The allowance
we are given by the government
does not match our expenses.
We are given only [AU$145] each
month. However, we have to
pay almost [AU$80] for rent per
month, and also pay for food and
other basic needs. This is in addi-
tion to conducting research for our
studies.”

“It is indeed crystal clear that
this government does not consider
nor prioritise our education as the
budget allocated for our education
is far less, relative to the budget
allocated for the royal family,”
continued the student.

The student added that the
current government is incapable
of resolving their issues.

“It is an indisputable fact that
for resolution of our challenges,
even for the next generation, the
priority should be on getting rid of
the current regime together with
its parasitic monarchy,” added
the student.

Kwanele Fakudze appeared at
the Mbabane Magistrate Court on
Monday 3 October 2022, where he
was charged with possession of a
dangerous weapon.

On Sunday, SNUS leadership
rebuked the charge, and asked,
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“What weapon can a student carry
that is more dangerous than the
ones the police officers invariably
hold during peaceful marches?”

After his release, SNUS’s Legal
Affairs officer and the union’s
National Executive Commit-
tee member, Vuyiswa Maseko,
addressed members of the mass
democratic movement who came
to support Kwanele Fakudze in his
court appearance at the Mbabane
Magistrate Court. Vuyiswa Maseko
is also a CPS Central Committee
Member.

In his address, he urged stu-
dents to continue organising
themselves in the quest for free,
quality, and relevant education in
Swaziland.

He also assured students and
the mass democratic movement that
the union intends to continue with
its march and deliver their petition
in the coming days.

He added, “We should not stop
here. We should continue organis-
ing each other. We must go back to
the streets and demand our rights.
The struggle must continue!”

Meanwhile, the fight against
the Mswati autocracy has intensi-
fied. Students painted “MSWATI
MUST FALL” slogans on the
paving and building walls at the
Kwaluseni Campus of the Univer-
sity of Swaziland.

This was ahead of the university
graduation ceremony, which was to
be held on Saturday 8th October

2022, to be attended by Mswati as
its Chancellor. The writings were at
the graduation arena, easily visible
to anyone entering the university.

To avoid embarrassment and in
fear of a revolt against Africa’s last
absolute monarch, the university
senate has since decided to post-
pone the graduation indefinitely.

In its statement condemning the
police brutality, SNUS emphatically
stated that the struggle for freedom
continues. The student union said:

“Regardless of the brutality,
harassment, and repression, from
the state police whose sole purpose
now is to protect an already ailing
and ‘bucket kicking’ regime which
has already overstayed its welcome,
we as the students of this country
remain resolute, focused and more
determined to challenge the status
quo so that the students can learn
in a conducive environment and
be better equipped to transform
their lives and develop our beloved
country.”

It is clear that there is no more
turning back for the people of Swa-
ziland. The masses of Swaziland
continue to organise themselves
under the “Democracy Now”
campaign, launched by the CPS in
2019 and now having a nationwide
presence. The people fight for the
unbanning of all political parties
and the ushering of the country
into a democratic dispensation
under people’s power.
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Following the growth of the nationwide
protest movement of the people of our
country against the ruling dictatorship,
the [regime’s] military-security forces
planned and executed targeted bombard-
ments on the Kurdish areas [situated
across the border] in Iraq’s Kurdistan
Region. Heavy artillery, drone, and mis-
sile attacks have targeted certain areas/
parts of the Kurdistan Region in Iraq,
Iranian Kurds’ refugee camps, and kin-
dergartens, as well as the headquarters
of the political forces of Iranian Kurdis-
tan. According to the reports received so
far, at least thirteen people were killed
and fifty-eight injured [in the attacks].
The territories of the Kurdistan region
of Iraq had already been [recently]
attacked by the Turkish army.

The military attacks by Iran’s Islamic Revo-
lution Guards Corps [IRGC] on these areas are
clearly aimed at swaying the public opinion of
the Iranian people and stoking tensions in the
wider region so as to somehow carve a way out
of the current crisis, and to curb and divert the
nationwide popular protests. The purpose of
the IRGC and repressive security forces is to
divert the course of events and prevent the
further spread of the popular protests.

The Supreme Religious Leader’s regime is
extremely distressed and fearful at the deep-
ening and spread of the protest movement.
Therefore, it has resorted to any means possi-
ble — from psychological warfare, propaganda,
fraud, and rumour mongering, to military
attacks on the soil of the Kurdistan Region of
Iraq — so as to incite some forces within the
popular [opposition] movement to respond in
a way that is inconsistent with the current situ-
ation [thus playing into the regime’s hands].
The leadership of the regime is intent on pre-
venting the widening of the protests as well as
the ensuing industrial actions and strikes by
workers and students throughout the country.
The regime’s security forces are trying to reduce
the pressure of protests by resorting to various
manoeuvres and charades, including certain
programs on the state radio and television, in
an attempt to force some political forces into
an untimely reaction [playing to the regime’s
advantage]. These calculated manoeuvres by the
Supreme Leader’s regime, such as the military
attacks on the territory of the Kurdistan Region
of Iraq, which undoubtedly serve to benefit
the interests of imperialism and the forces of
reaction, are implemented in full cognisance
that one of the most important features of
this round of nationwide popular protests is
its integration of the people’s struggles in the
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TUDEH PARTY OF IRAN: AGAINST
THE ADVENTURISM OF THE
ISLAMIC REPUBLIC GOVERNMENT
AND THE MILITARY ATTACKS ON
THE KURDISTAN REGION OF IRAQ

Tudeh Party of Iran Statement

oppressed areas [the struggles of Iran’s national
minorities], not least the toilers of Kurdistan
province [Iran].

The heads of the regime and the com-
manders of the IRGC, who throughout the past
years have tried to sow discord and disunity
among the peoples of Iran by propagating and
spreading ideas based on “racism”, “ethno-
sectarianism”, and “religious bigotry” in dif-
ferent provinces of the country — in order to
prevent the formation of a united nationwide
movement against the tyrannical theocratic
regime — are now witnessing the beginning
of the amalgamation and coordination of the
struggle for an end to the national oppression
by the widespread anti-dictatorship movement.
As well as the unity and companionship of all
Iranians who participate in the protest move-
ment with national, libertarian, and revolu-
tionary slogans, which demand the end of the
ruling dictatorship and the establishment of
a government based on the will of the people
in its place.

In the meantime, and in the face of the
regime’s conspiracies and provocations, the
vigilant policy of the Kurdistan Democratic
Party of Iran (KDPI) is noteworthy. The
KDPI, which has recently overcome divisions
within its organisation to secure the unity of
its ranks, has frustrated the mal designs of the
security and military apparatus of the regime
by adopting a stance which accords with the
interests of the nationwide popular move-
ment. According to the experiences recorded
in our country’s contemporary history, the
principled policy of securing national rights
and abolishing national oppression is most
effective within the context and framework
of nationwide struggles.

The Tudeh Party of Iran strongly con-
demns the military attacks on the territory of
the Kurdistan Region of Iraq, as well as on the
political forces representing Iranian Kurdis-
tan, and will draw upon all of its resources to
expose the theocratic regime of the Supreme
Leader. The dangerous, aggravating, and
criminal actions of the Islamic Republic regime
are against the national interests of Iran and
against the nationwide protest movement of
the people of our country. We must strengthen
the national protest movement hand-in-hand
and take united comprehensive action.

Victory to the Iranian people’s struggle
against the ruling dictatorship!

Forward with the coordinating and widen-
ing of the protests and towards preparing for
a general strike!

End the military attacks and killing against
the Kurdish people! &

Guardian

Maryam Rajavi, Monika Kryemadhi and her accompanying delegation visit the exhibition
of 120 years of the Iranian people’s struggle for freedom — standing before the portrait of
Ashraf Rajavi. Photo: Maryam Rajavi’s — photo stream flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

ANOTHER MURDER IN
CAUCA: 137 SOCIAL
LEADERS KILLED IN 2022

The Institute for Development and
Peace Studies (Indepaz) of Colom-
bia denounced the murder of anoth-
er social leader in the municipality
of Santander de Quilichao, in the
department of Cauca (southwest).

The victim was identified as Edinson
Murillo Ararat, who was a member of the
Cimarrona Guard and the Community
Council of Cuenca, in the northern depart-
ment of Cauca, Indepaz reported.

Indepaz said Murillo was travelling
with his bodyguard, Yeifer Medina Chivata,
on a motorcycle when they were attacked
by two men with firearms in the town of
Taminango.

This event brings the number of social
leaders killed in Colombia so far this year
to 137 social leaders, according to Indepaz.
Since the signing of the Peace Accords in
2016, the figure reaches 1,364.

“A specialised team to carry out urgent
actions for the murder of social leader Edin-
son Murillo Ararat and a protection man in
Santander de Quilichao” was formed by the
Special Investigation Unit, in coordination
with the Cauca Sectional, informed this
Friday the Colombian Prosecutor’s Office.

The Ombudsman’s Office called on the
authorities to protect human rights leaders
and defenders in northern Cauca.
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