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A PEACE & PEOPLES’
BUDGET

Anna Pha

Annual budgets are a mirror held up
to the class divide. The income and
expenditure sides of the budget come
down to priorities. The budget is a
class question. It pits working peoples’
interests against corporate interests,
peace and prosperity against war prep-
arations, private profits, and climate
change against the planet.

Labor’s October budget failed to make
any significant or structural changes to the
former Coalition government’s policies.
Treasurer Jim Chalmers warned, “Austral-
ians know there are hard days to come, and
hard decisions to accompany them.” The rich
are set to become immensely richer and the
poor poorer. Wages are set to fall further.
Prices will continue to rise.

There was little to ease the economic
pressures faced by workers and their fami-
lies or the heightened tensions in the Asia-
Pacific region. Climate change was also
short-changed.

The following provides some alternative
budget items that put people, peace, and the
planet first. The costs are indicative of what
is possible with a shift in priorities.

SAVINGS

Military spending: the 2022-23 mili-
tary budget is $48.7 billion this year and will
amount to more than half a trillion dollars
— $500 billion — over the next ten years.
That is without taking into consideration the
nuclear submarines. Most of this spending is
directed to expanding Australia’s offensive
capabilities for use by the US in a war against
China. A twenty-five per cent reduction would
save $125 billion.

As for the nuclear-powered submarines,
the cost would fund an Australian mer-
chant fleet many times over, create jobs
in Australia, and strengthen Australia’s
independence.

The stage three tax cuts are highly
inequitable and regressive. They are a gift
to those on taxable incomes of more than
$200,000 amounting to a tax cut of more
than $9,000. Workers on the minimum wage
receive nothing. They should be abandoned
at a saving of around $254 billion in the
coming decade.

Abolish the fossil fuel subsidies.
These are estimated to cost $11 billion in
the current financial year and to continue
to rise in coming years. This would save at

No nuclear dump rally —
Port Augusta, SA
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the least $100 billion in the next decade.
The funding could be redirected to tackling
climate change.

The Private Health Insurance
Rebate (PHI) subsidises otherwise unsus-
tainable private hospitals to the tune of $7
billion per annum, rising steadily. Its ben-
eficiaries, apart from PHI funds and private
hospitals are those on higher incomes. It
diverts funding from public hospitals. Over
the coming decade it will cost the taxpayers
an estimated $115 billion.

INCREASE INCOME

The largest target by far is taxation of
the corporate sector, in particular the
resource companies that are making a kill-
ing out of record commodity prices on global
markets while Australians pay highly inflated

New avenues for action,
new shackles

Pt I

Melbourne street art — homeless. Photo: Fernando de Sousa — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

and unaffordable prices for gas, electricity,
and petrol.

These corporations pay little or no income
tax on their profits. Data published by the
Australian Tax Office (ATO) shows that five
of the gas industry’s largest companies paid
no income tax during the last past seven
years, despite a combined income from their
Australian operations of $138 billion. Four of
them are foreign owned meaning the profits
go offshore, despite the resources belonging
to the Australian people.

Reforms to the taxation of corporate
profits and the closure of loopholes in the
Petroleum Resource Rent Tax could raise
$300 billion over ten years.

The fifty per cent discount on capital
gains tax costs $4.7 billion per annum
and is set to rise to $7.7 billion over the next

The success of CPC’s
self-reform

decade — an estimated cumulative cost of
more than $95 billion. Negative gearing
arrangements will deny taxpayers around
$130 billion over the decade. (Estimates
based Parliamentary Budget Office figures
and little increase in interest rates.)

There are numerous other possible
sources of income such as ending the rort-
ing of the superannuation system by the
rich, restructuring the almost flat taxation
scale, and slashing handouts to wealthy
private schools.

These savings and additional income add
up to more than $1000 billion or a trillion
over a decade which could be redirected to
the benefit of people, peace, and the planet.
The following are some examples of how it
could be spent.

Continued on page 2

The budget is a class question.

Lessons from
the Cuban Missile Crisis
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WE DEMAND MORE
FOR TEACHERS

Education was one of the industries most ef-
fected by the COVID-19 pandemic with teachers
experiencing some of the worst workplace condi-
tions with inadequate resources.

But the pandemic only exacerbated an issue that
has long been the result of underfunding. Because
of this, teachers are overwhelmed as schools are
understaffed and teachers under-trained. The fed-
eral government anticipates that there will be a
shortfall in excess of 4000 high school teachers
by 2025, particularly in rural and remote schools,
and in subjects such as maths and science.

In 2018, the NSW Coalition Government sought
to address the issue of under-trained teachers
by announcing that only graduates that obtained
a minimum credit grade point average in their
teaching degree would be employed in NSW pub-
lic schools. However, it has now been announced
that this standard only applies to permanent posi-
tions. According to the NSW Government’s Rapid
Teacher Supply Strategy only twenty-two per cent
of new teachers are offered permanent positions,
with the rest employed in insecure positions.

Even worse than this, the Perrottet govern-
ment are planning to put unqualified teachers
— through its underdeveloped Teach for Australia
(tfA) program — into the classroom to help alleviate
understaffing issues.

Speaking on the desperate bandaid solutions
by the NSW Coalition, NSW Teachers Federation
president Angelo Gavrielatos stated that:

“TfA’s existing model is not structured in a way
that would work in NSW Public Schools. The NSW
government and DoE have previously maintained
a position that we will not implement the TfA pro-
gram in NSW. Concerns include teacher quality
(with participants only completing 13 weeks of
intensive training before entering a classroom),
participant/graduate retention, and impact on
perceptions of teaching.”

Gavrielatos further suggested that, “If this is not
stopped we will have the untenable situation where
only a minority of new teachers are required to
meet the government’s entry standard and there
will be no standard for participants in the Teach
for Australia scheme who won’t need a teaching
qualification before they start teaching.

“Teaching is harder than ever but Mr Perrottet
wants to make it easier than ever to join the pro-
fession. That is the wrong approach to tackling
growing shortages which are caused by unsustain-
able workloads and uncompetitive salaries.”

To alleviate the situation, many — including
members of the Albanese Government — have
suggested prioritising working visas for migrant
teachers. However, this is unlikely to remedy the
situation. In the first instance, teachers will not
come in the numbers needed to secure quality
education for children. Secondly, registration
procedures and discrimination also play a role in
narrowing available candidates, not to mention the
likelihood of developing programs to fast-track mi-
grant teachers to Australian education standards
or developing protocols for recognising overseas
qualifications that match or exceed Australian
standards. Additionally, Australia is not the only
country facing an education crisis with the UK,
US, and Canada all facing similar issues, placing
Australia in the middle of a competitive market
to recruit talent.

Funding for education must be prioritised.
Teaching qualifications (like all qualifications)
need to be free, which lessens the burden on stu-
dent debt, public school teachers need to be paid
a living wage, and schools need funding to afford
resources to provide quality education.
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NEW SPENDING

In a rich country such as Aus-
tralia no social security recipients
should be forced to live below the
Henderson poverty line. It is a
national disgrace. Raising the age
pension to $88 a day would cost
$230 billion. Cancelling the tax
cuts for the rich would more than
cover it!

Raising JobSeeker to the same
level would cost $128 billion.
Parenting and carer payments could
also be raised to $88 a day at an
estimated cost of $71 billion. This
is the least a humanitarian society
could do, and it is affordable.

Health is another sector in

BUDGET FOR PEACE,

dire need of increased funding. An
increase of fifty per cent in Medi-
care rebates for GPs could result in
many more doctors bulkbilling their
patients at a cost of $25 billion over
ten years. If the federal government
increased its share of public hospital
funding to fifty per cent with states
and territories funding the other
fifty per cent (at present the ratio
is 45:55) with no shrinkage in state
and territory funding, that would
cost around $30 billion.

The long overdue addition
of dental care to Medicare at a
cost of $80 billion would not only
benefit the health and well-being of
Australians but also reduce other
medical expenses arising out of
oral health conditions. Boosts to

PEOPLE, PLANET

Cuts & additional income over a decade

Budget measure $ Billion
Cut to military spending 125
Cancellation stage 3 tax cuts 254
Abolish fossil fuel subsidies 100
Abolish PHI rebate 115
Close corporate tax loopholes 300
Abolish capital gains tax discount 95
Abolish negative gearing 130
TOTAL 1,119

Additional spending over a decade

Budget measure $ Billion
Age pension 230
Jobseeker 128
Parenting & care payments 71
Medicare rebates 25
Public hospital funding 30
Dental & other health measures 100
Public education 150
Construction of public housing 10
Wage rise for aged care workers 35
Other aged care measures 70
NDIS 300
TOTAL 1,149
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“LENIN ON THE WOMAN QUESTION”
BY CLARA ZETKIN/PREFACE BY
NADEZHDA K. KRUPSKAYA
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preventative and mental
health care, including Indigenous,
rural and regional health services,
would also result in other savings
in the health system at a cost of
$20 billion.

There is a serious housing
crisis which could be addressed
by the construction of a minimum
of 35,000 new public housing
units per annum by the public not
private sector at a cost of $10 bil-
lion over ten years.

The aged care system is in crisis.
Aged care workers need a wage
rise of at least twenty-five per cent
which would cost an estimated $35
billion over ten years including an
increase in its workforce. Carrying
out the other recommendations
of the royal commission would
cost another $70 billion over the
same period. These include more
home care packages and training
of workers.

The public education sector
is screaming out for additional
funding after decades of underfund-
ing. This could include an additional
$65 billion for public schools, $69
billion for abolishing university
fees, $4 billion for free preschool,
and $10 billion for a wage increase
for early childhood education and
care workers.

Another big-ticket item is the
NDIS which is riddled with private
sector rorting. Huge savings could
be made by nationalising it. In addi-
tion, an additional $300 billion
could be made over the next decade.

The government has already
allocated some funding for climate
change including new transmis-
sion lines and renewable energy
generation and storage. Additional
funding could be allocated a just
transition to renewable energy by
the public sector, mitigation and
adaptation measures as well as
disaster relief. This would more
than pay for itself in savings and
job creation.

This money could be easily
used to towards properly funding
indigenous programs, addressing
environmental protection, and
providing assistance to regional
and rural Australia.

Sources of estimates: Parliamentary
Budget Office figures supplied to
the Greens, Australian Taxation
Office budget papers, The Australia
Institute, the ABC, the Greens,

and the Guardian (UK) with some
calculations done by the author. &

CLARA
ZETKIN

Selected Writings

Edited by
PHILIP S. FONER

Foreword by

ANGELA Y. DAVIS

shop@cpa.org.au
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REPORT: NO NUCLEAR DUMP
RALLY — PORT AUGUSTA, SA

David Lock

All marchers entered Glad-
stone Square through the
smoking ceremony. The wel-
come to country was given by
Barngala elder, Dave, assisted
by his grandson. He expressed
pride for his grandson, who
was able to speak the Barn-
gala language, despite being a
member of the stolen genera-
tion and initially denied access
to his language and culture.

A minute’s silence was then
observed for the victims of the
British atomic bomb tests between
1957 and 1963. Speakers followed,
starting with Barngala woman
June Lennon, who shared her fam-
ily’s story as survivors of the Emu
Field explosion. The horror of this
story should make any Austral-
ian anti-nuclear. June said, “We
stand against a dump in anyone’s
country!” Dawn Taylor, Barngala
Community president and Jason
Bilney, Barngala Community
chairperson, together confirmed
that a dump would kill Kimba. The
Barngala people had been excluded
from the ballot held in Kimba. They
are now fighting to be heard. In
an interview with the ABC, Bilney
“insisted Barngarla people were
never consulted about the plan and
found themselves excluded from
a community vote,” stating that:

“Within six months of win-
ning our native title and fighting
for twenty-one years in the Fed-
eral Court to get a determination,
to then be told there’s a nuclear
waste dump being built on our
country — we had to go out of our
way as Barngarla and contact the
government. [...] The government’s
come out and announced they’ll
commit to the Uluru Statement
from the Heart. How can they on
one hand say that and then on the
other hand break the heart of the
First Nations people?”

Peter Woolford, Farmers
Against the Dump, said the exer-
cise had been a terrible decision
process. He asked, “Why put high-
level waste above the ground on
productive cropping land?” He
explained that it had been a totally
unfair process with the vote limited
only to Kimba residents. No safety
analysis presented a “dangerous
precedent for all waste to come,”
Peter declared and noted that it
has been a seven-year fight so far.

Sisters Heather and Regina

McKenzie recounted the struggle
to stop the dump in the Flinders
Ranges. This was a win despite
the government splitting families.

Speaking for the National
Environmental Protection Group,
David Sweeny accused politicians
of being unfit to make decisions
about a dump with a toxic life of
10,000 years.

It was suggested that Lucas
Heights is still appropriate and
ANSTO is quite capable of manag-
ing current and future waste there.

Greens spokesperson Senator
Barbara Pocock decried the $9.9
million of taxpayer money spent
by the government in a legal fight
against the Barngala people, along
with $600,000 to the Kimba Coun-
cil as a sweetener.

In addition, the Albanese Labor
government has spent another
$300,000 fighting the Barngala
people — “Federal and State gov-
ernments must stop,” was the plea.

SA Unions representative, Dash
Taylor Johnson, Manager of Health
and Safety Training deplored the
shameful disregard for workers
and communities in the path of
any movement of waste, and made
it clear that it was time for Labor
“to act and stop.”

At the end of the gathering eve-
ryone was treated to some rousing
live music. Johnny Lovett was out-
standing in performing songs with a
profound message, Maralinga and
Stolen Children, powerful music
followed by a local reggae act.

The rally sent a clear message
of support for the Barngala people
as well as the Kimba community in
their continuing struggle against
the nuclear waste dump proposal.

PORT PIRIE
MEETING

Ms Dare and Aunty Dawn
Taylor met with Premier Peter
Malinauskas and Aboriginal Affairs
Minister Kyam Maher during the
state government’s country cabinet
forum in Port Pirie.

Mr Malinauskus said while the
state government did not have the
power to stop the planned facility,
he would express his support for
the Barngarla people to have the
right to veto to the federal Labor
government.

Barngarla elder Linda Dare says
Kimba is a site of great significance
to traditional owners, and especially
for women. @
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The rally sent a clear message of support for
the Barngala people as well as the Kimba
community in their continuving struggle
against the nuclear waste dump proposal.

Have your say!

email: editor@cpa.org.au
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THE ALP’S NEW IR LAWS:
NEW AVENUES FOR ACTION,
NEW SHACKLES

CPA Logistics and Manufacturing Branch
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The ALP government has
recently announced its new
Industrial Relations laws.
Positioned as a response to
workers’ demands to organ-
ise collectively across multi-
ple worksites, the new laws
permit some forms of multi-
employer bargaining.

While this is a positive step for-
ward, the new system comes with
its own shackles aimed at limiting
the availability and effectiveness
of multi-employer bargaining, as
well as new restrictions on indus-
trial action and deliberate attacks
against the lowest paid workers.

Fortunately, the bill hasn’t
passed the Senate and come into
effect yet. Workers need to make
our voices heard that the proposed
laws are not enough and try to win
as many reforms as possible before
they take effect.

More importantly, workers
and their unions need to militantly
struggle against unjust laws to get
real wins and to create a system
without any shackles on workers
industrial activity.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia Logistics and Manufacturing
Branch calls for:

A SAFE SITE
IS A_UNION SITE,

+ The right to multi-employer
and industrial bargaining
with the unrestricted right to
strike.

The abolition of Protected
Action Ballot Orders,
compulsory conciliation and
compulsory arbitration.

The defence of the Better Off
Overall Test.

Unrestricted right of entry to
workplaces for union officials.
Rights for workplace union
representatives.

Union run labour hiring halls
and an end to labour hire
companies.

POSITIVES OF
THE NEW IR LAWS

The most significant benefit of
the new IR laws is the enabling of
multi-employer bargaining. While
multi-employer bargaining is cur-
rently legal if employers agree,
the changes would allow workers
to compel multiple employers to
bargain for a single agreement.
Importantly, workers bargaining
across multiple employers would
have access to protected industrial
action.

0

LU

Other positives of the bill are
the abolition of the ABCC, the
guarantee of minimum wage to gig
economy workers, the banning of
pay secrecy and sexual harassment,
t the right to request flexible work
hours with arbitration at the Fair
Work Commission (FWC), and
making job security and gender
pay equity explicit goals of the Act.

NEGATIVES OF
THE NEW IR LAWS

Workplace Relations Minister
Tony Burke has rejected business
concerns that the laws will lead to
more strikes, arguing “we have low
rates of strikes. We'll still have low
rates of strike.” ACTU Secretary
Sally McManus agreed, saying
that “we don’t want to see more
strikes [...] we note that it’s actu-
ally extremely hard to even access
protected action, extremely hard”.

Obtaining a Protected Ballot
Action Order (PABO) would now
automatically create a conciliation
process with the FWC in which
employers could seek compulsory
arbitration. Protected industrial
action would now require five
days’ notice and a new PABO

every three months. These are
significant shackles on the right to
strike, further tying up industrial
action in unnecessary, expensive,
and time-wasting bureaucratic
processes while forcing compul-
sory conciliation and arbitration
to try and prevent industrial action
taking place.

To access multi-employer bar-
gaining, unions will have to show
that the employers have a “common
interest,” have been “fairly chosen,”
and that bargaining is “in the public
interest.” This means that any
attempt to bargain or strike will
be ruled out if considered to have
too much impact. In addition, the
bill bans unions with a history of
“misconduct”, such as the Construc-
tion Forestry Maritime Mining
And Energy Union (CFMMEU),
from accessing multi-employer
bargaining.

Another serious issue is the
ALP breaking its election promise
that it would not change the Better
Off Overall Test. In fact, it is these
changes that are most vocally sup-
ported by big business, the media,
and Unions alike, driven by the
influence of the Shop, Distributive
and Allied Employees’ Association

(SDA). Couched as a “simplifica-
tion”, the changes allow large busi-
nesses and pro-employer unions to
sign sell-out deals that get rid of
casual loading, penalty rates, and
workers’ rights.

What’s more, unions would
no longer even have to explain the
terms of a new agreement to work-
ers, allowing them to tell workers to
sign a sell-out deal after completely
misrepresenting it.

The most recent government
budget forecasts real wage decreas-
es next year, driven by sky-rocketing
inflation. This comes as the as the
ALP recently delivered a class-war
budget that continues the pillaging
of the country and its workers to
give handouts to the rich. Workers
cannot expect the ALP or its new
IR policy to increase wages and
conditions.

Only highly organised and mili-
tant industrial and political action
can improve things for workers.
While the new laws provide some
new avenues for action, they also
provide new constraints and attacks
that we'll have to struggle against
to overcome. @

Workers and their unions need to militantly
struggle against unjust laws to get real wins and
to create a system without any shackles
on workers industrial activity.
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HUGE UNION DELEGATION
SUPPORTS GOMEROI RIGHTS
AGAINST SANTOS’S FIRST
NATIONS AND ENVIRONMENTAL

The union movement has
mobilised in solidarity with
the Gomeroi people’s struggle
against the climate-wrecking
Pilliga/Narrabri coal seam gas
mining operation on Gomeroi
lands in the Pilliga forest.

A large gathering of unionists
travelled to Coonabarabran to stand
in solidarity with the Gomeroi people
demanding that Santos immediately
withdraw the four “Future Acts
Determination Applications” lodged
with the Native Title Tribunal.

Gomeroi have never ceded sov-
ereignty and given no consent to
coal seam gas. They have cared for
these lands and waters since time
immemorial, fought to maintain
connection despite violent, racist
policies of exclusion and stood on
the frontline of protests against
destructive fossil fuel projects for
generations. The union move-
ment has come out in support of
the Gomeroi people identifying
that the struggles of First Nations
people are the struggles of the union
movement.

Unions supporting the Gomeroi
solidarity delegation include, Unions
NSW, The Maritime Union of Aus-
tralia, NSW Nurses and Midwives
Association (NSWNMA), NSW
Teacher’s Federation, Australian
Manufacturing Worker’s Union
(AMWU), Independent Education
Union, National Tertiary Education
Union, United Worker’s Union, the
CFMEU, and the Electrical Trades
Union.

Unions NSW Assistant Secretary
Vanessa Seagrove said, “We are
proud as unions to stand alongside
the Gomeroi People in their right to
protect the Pilliga Forest. Unions
NSW affiliates voted on Thursday
night at the council meeting to
commit support for the Gomeroi
People and their land rights. This
includes writing to the Federal and
State governments to withdraw any
support for the 850 gas wells being
proposed by Santos.”

“This weekend has shown me
first-hand how important this land
is culturally but also what this would
do to the environment. It cannot go
ahead and we will continue to fight
alongside the Gomeroi People — as
unions have done over many years —
for as long as it takes,” said Seagrove.

Paul Keating, Sydney Branch
Secretary of the Maritime Union
of Australia, said “Our union is
committed to the ongoing struggle
in support of the Gomeroi people
against this project. Our support
isn’t just moral support. We will
continue to mobilise to overturn
and reject this environmentally
destructive project.”

“We are determined to not allow
this project to succeed and have
committed to ongoing solidarity

DESTRUCTION

Maritime

and direct action, including block-
ades, involving our members and
the entire trade union movement,”
said Keating.

Damien Davis Frank Branch
Secretary of the St Vincent’s Public
Hospital Sydney said “As a member
of the NSWNMA we stand proudly
beside the Gomeroi people to help
defend the health of this land. Health
of country equals health of people
and as a nurse it is our duty to advo-
cate for the health of our planet so
that future generations have clean
water and clean air. I'm proud that
the NSWNMA has voted to support
the Gomeroi people and is commit-
ting to being on the ground, making
sure this climate and health bomb
doesn’t go ahead.”

AMWU NSW State President
Keith Lang said, “The AMWU stands
side by side with the Gomeroi people
in their fight to preserve the Pilliga
wilderness for future generations.
The Artesian Basin cannot be com-
promised for capital profit.”

Tamworth based Country Organ-
iser Katie Sullivan said, “Teachers,
students, and their communities
here in the Pilliga, and across NSW
will lose their homes, schools and
livelihoods. NSW Teachers Federa-
tion are committed to supporting
the Gomeroi Nation and rejecting
Santos’s gas projects and any other
projects that threaten to destroy
our country here or anywhere else.”

IEU NSW/Act Branch Assistant
Secretary, David Towson said, “The
Gomeroi have spoken loudly and
clearly. If we believe in Indigenous
Voice, we need to start listening to
those voices. The IEU is proud to
stand alongside so many unions in
support of the Gomeroi’s campaign
to save the irreplaceable lands and
waters of the Pilliga. This envi-
ronmental and cultural vandalism
must end.”

Local aboriginal community rep-
resentative of the Gomeroi people of
Coonabarabran Suellyn Tighe said,
“First Nations people are used to
promises. What we aren’t used to
is follow through. It was a pleas-
ant surprise to see the number of
delegates representative of different
unions travel to Coonabarabran to
experience the beautiful Pilliga and
to hear our voices and understand
the concerns of the Gomeroi Nation.”

Instead of gas-fired dispos-
session, we urgently need to be
strengthening First Nations rights
and investing heavily in a just
transition away from fossil fuels,
with large-scale employment in
renewable energy and sustainable
development.

This project cannot be allowed to
proceed. If the Native Title Tribunal
will not defend Gomeroi rights, we
pledge to support a fight that will
stop Santos on the ground. &

Union of Australia

“Qur support isn’t just moral
support. We will continue
to mobilise to overturn and
reject this environmentally
destructive project.”
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PLAN OF ACTION OF
THE 22ND INTERNATIONAL
MEETING OF COMMUNIST
AND WORKERS’ PARTIES

Havana, Cuba
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22" International Meeting
of Communist and Workers' Parties

Havana, Cuba | October 27-28-29, 2022

The 22nd International Meeting of
Communist and Workers’ Parties
(IMCWP) held on October 27-29, 2022
in Havana, Cuba defined the following
main guidelines and actions to be
developed ahead of the next Meeting:

1.

To carry out mobilisations in

defence of peace and in rejection

of the imperialist war, belligerent

interventions, nuclear weapons and

others of mass destruction, foreign

military bases, as well as against NATO

and other imperialist alliances like

AUKUS.

« To celebrate 21st September,

International Day of Peace, with

a great worldwide mobilisation to

denounce war.

To ensure the success of the World

Peace Council Assembly.

To advocate for a serious,

constructive and realist resolution

to the conflict in Ukraine through

dialogue and negotiation.

To encourage the political and active

participation of the youth to ensure the

continuity of the ideas and principles

that we defend. To preserve and

transmit to the new generations the

historical memory of the international

communist and workers’ movement.

« To celebrate International Youth Day
on 12th August.

e To celebrate International Student
Day on 17th November.

To organise in person and virtual

workshops and seminars that

contribute to the exchange, analysis

and dissemination of the theoretical

and practical concepts of Marxism and

Leninism and the values of socialism,

as the only system that responds to the

just demands and legitimate rights of

the peoples. To this end, the following

activities and commemorations may be

considered:

 Centenary of the creation of the
USSR.

« The 140th Anniversary of the death
of Karl Marx (14th March, 1883).

+ The 175th Anniversary of the

5.

6.

publication of the Communist
Manifesto (21st February, 1848).

« The First International Meeting of
Theoretical Publications of Parties
and Movements of the Left, to be
held in Cuba, (February 10-12,
2023).

To denounce anti-communism

and fascism, as well as the

misrepresentation of the historical

contribution of the USSR and
socialism, in the context of the
centenary of the creation of the USSR
and the fiftieth anniversary of the
fascist coup d’état to the President

Salvador Allende government of

Unidad Popular in Chile.

To express solidarity with the just

causes of the peoples, with the

communists who face persecution and
prohibitions on their free exercise of
their political rights; to stand against
dictatorial regimes, repression and
discrimination in terms of democratic
rights and freedoms.

To carry out international campaigns

in solidarity and support of the

struggle of the working and peasant
classes, women and immigrants in
their just demand for their right

to unionisation, better wages and

working conditions, and their

democratic rights.

« To increase mobilisations on 8th
March, International Women’s Day
and 1st May, International Workers’
Day.

To carry out activities in defence of the

culture and identity of the peoples in

the face of the imperialist cultural neo-
colonisation project.

. To actively participate in popular

mobilisations to demand the care
and protection of the environment
and reject the capitalist model of
production and consumption.

9. To express solidarity with all peoples

10.

struggling against foreign occupation,
blockades, sanctions, and imperialist
aggression.

To participate in days of solidarity with
the Cuban people for the immediate

11.

12.

13.

and unconditional lifting of the

tightened economic, commercial and

financial blockade imposed by the

US; against the inclusion of Cuba on

the arbitrary and unilateral list of

“State Sponsors of Terrorism”, the

interference in its internal affairs

and the attempts to subvert its
constitutional order.

« To achieve a greater and more
active participation of IMCWP
member parties in the World Days of
Solidarity with Cuba, to be held on
the last weekend of each month.

To strengthen the solidarity with

the Palestinian people in their

struggle. To demand by all means

possible the immediate end of the

Israeli occupation and the right of

the Palestinian people to exercise

their free determination and to have
an independent and sovereign state
with its capital in East Jerusalem. To
demand the refugees’ right of return,
in accordance with the relevant UN

Resolutions. To condemn the so-called

“Deal of the Century” and the US and

Israel criminal policy of colonising

and apartheid practices, including

the construction and expansion of

settlements in the occupied Palestinian
territory.

» To launch an international
campaign on the International Day
of Solidarity with the Palestinian
People on 29th November.

To demand a just and lasting

solution to the question of Western

Sahara, as well as to seek a peaceful

and negotiated solution to the still

unresolved conflicts, within the
framework of the United Nations and
in adherence to International Law
rules.

» To hold a general mobilisation in
solidarity with the struggle of the
Saharawi people for the exercise
of their legitimate rights on 10th
May, Foundation of the POLISARIO
Front.

To promote solidarity with the

Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela

To successfully celebrate
the 23rd IMCWP in Turkey.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

in the face of the aggressions and

sanctions illegally imposed by the US

and European imperialism. To carry

out actions demanding the immediate
lifting of the illegal coercive measures
and the return of the assets owned by

Venezuela that have been appropriated

by the imperialist powers.

To support the inalienable right of

the people of Puerto Rico to self-

determination and independence.

« To support the International Day
of Solidarity with Puerto Rico that
is celebrated every 30th October
to commemorate the first armed
uprising against US colonialism.

To support the actions and activities

carried out by the political member

parties of IMCWP in Latin America
and the Caribbean to observe the
following historical events:

« Bicentennial of the independence of
Central American countries.

« 170th anniversary of the birth of José
Marti, National Hero of Cuba.

« 7oth anniversary of the Assault on
the Moncada and Carlos Manuel de
Céspedes Barracks.

To denounce imperialist interference

in Latin America and the Caribbean in

the context of the Bicentennial of the

Proclamation of the Monroe Doctrine

and the 4oth anniversary of the US

invasion of Grenada.

To achieve greater action by the

communist and workers’ parties and

their related social organisations with
the objective of achieving a better
articulation and strengthening of

the international anti-imperialist

organisations, in particular, the World

Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU),

the World Peace Council (WPC),

the World Federation of Democratic

Youth (WFDY) and the Women'’s

International Democratic Federation

(WIDF).

To strengthen unity, interaction and

cooperation among the Communist

and Workers’ Parties of all regions of
the world to successfully celebrate the
23rd IMCWP in Turkey. @&
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The 145 representatives of seventy-
eight Communist and Workers’ Parties
of sixty countries, present at this 22nd
International Meeting of Communist
and Workers’ Parties IMCWP), held
in Havana, Cuba, on October 27-29,
2022, warn about the dangerous
situation in which humanity finds
itself.

2. The current predominance of

imperialism poses an unjust and
unsustainable international order,
intensifies exploitation and worsens
the conditions of the working class

and peoples, causes growing conflicts,
antagonisms and wars, and hinders the
solution of global problems such as the
COVID-19 pandemic, in which socialist
countries historically, and Cuba today
in particular, with its public health
system and scientific development,
have effectively confronted and

where the superiority of socialism is
manifested. We communists defend

a new world order, based on the
abolition of the exploitation of man

by man, on multilateralism, peace,
sustainable development for the
satisfaction of social needs, social
justice and solidarity.

3. Asa consequence of the growing

aggressiveness of imperialism and the
geopolitical recomposition underway,
we face a new escalation of the arms
race, the strengthening and expansion
of NATO, the emergence of new
military alliances, the aggravation of
tensions and military conflicts, such as
the one in Ukraine, the resurgence of
fascism in various parts of the world,
anew “cold war,” and the threat of a
nuclear conflict, which we must reject.

4. We denounce the predatory nature of

capitalism which leads to increasing
inequality, polarisation of wealth,
exclusion and migratory flows. It
causes the intensification of the food
crisis and the aggravation of the
environmental crisis, while we are
rapidly nearing a point of “no return.”

5. The bourgeois political system, which

defends the interests of monopolies
and corporations, manages the
systemic crisis of capitalism for its
own benefit, attempts to control the
growing social discontent of workers
and peoples through pressure and
violence.

6. The gradual decline of the power of

the United States of America and its

Magazine

FINAL DECLARATION:
22ND INTERNATIONAL MEETING
OF COMMUNIST AND
WORKERS’ PARTIES

“Solidarity with Cuba and all the
struggling peoples. United, we are
stronger in the anti-imperialist strug-
gle, together with social and popular
movements, in the face of capitalism
and its policies, the threat of fascism
and war; in defense of peace, the envi-
ronment, workers’ rights, solidarity
and socialism”

allies, as a result of its internal crises
and in the face of its competitors, has
reinforced the indiscriminate use of
double standards and threatening
blockade policies, illegal coercive
measures, military interventions, and
the interference in the internal affairs
of other states. Imperialism deploys

a vast arsenal of subversive actions

in the context of unconventional
warfare, particularly media-related
actions, as destabilising tools to
disrupt governments that do not align
themselves with its interests.

The battle of the world working

class against the capitalist system

of exploitation requires, in the first
place, the unity of the Communist
and Workers Movement together with
the social and popular, peasant and
indigenous movements, to strengthen
the class struggle against the bourgeois
and imperialist plans and for the
construction of a world of peace,
justice and social equity.

In the face of the attempts by imperialism

to contain the workers and peoples struggle
and to undermine the unity and solidarity
of the anti-imperialist and revolutionary
forces, the Communist and Workers’ Par-
ties, participants in the 22nd IMCWP in
Havana, agree as follows:

To join efforts to strengthen the struggle
against imperialism, to contribute

to transform the current unjust and
undemocratic international order

in which capitalist interests prevail,
towards an international order based on
peace, sustainable development, social
justice and solidarity to pave the way
for the construction of the new socialist
society.

To demand respect for the principles

of self-determination of the peoples,
independence, sovereign equality, and
non-interference in the internal affairs
of States, as well as the legitimate right
of peoples to peace and to choose their
own path of development.

To strongly reject imperialist wars, the
threat and use of force in international
relations, and promote the struggle for
peace. To strengthen internationalist
action and solidarity in defence of

the common interests of the peoples,
against the bourgeois classes.

To mobilise the masses to denounce
and reject the arms race and the large
cuts on social spending caused by it, the
existence and modernisation of nuclear
weapons, foreign military bases; against
NATO and its project to expand and
become a global military organisation.
To fight against the reemergence of
anti-communist, reactionary, ultra-
nationalist and fascist forces in various
parts of the world, which intensify
violence, xenophobia, racism and
political, ideological, social, ethnic,
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General Secretary of the CPA, Andrew Irving at the IMCWP.

religious and gender intolerance, and
promote ethnic-national conflicts.

To strengthen solidarity with the
peoples who withstand the interference
and aggressions of imperialism and
reject the policy of blockades, sanctions,
unilateral coercive measures and double
standards, as an instrument of pressure
and blackmail against governments and
peoples.

To defend and promote Marxism and
Leninism to confront the ideological,
cultural and symbolic offensive of
imperialism, aimed at legitimising

the injustices of the capitalist system,
disqualifying socialism and communism
and eroding or destroying the cultural
identity of our nations.

To redouble the struggle in favour of

all just and emancipatory causes of the
peoples and to increase solidarity with
workers, peasants, indigenous peoples,
youth and women’s organisations,

in defence of their rights and against
capitalism. To accompany refugees and
victims of wars.

To increase the denouncement of and
fight against the development model
based on capitalist profit that destroys
the environment and endangers the
survival of ecosystems and the human
species.

To comply with the Plan of Action
approved at the 22nd Meeting in

order to strengthen the unity of the
International Communist and Workers
Movement, jointly with social and
popular movements against imperialist
domination and to intensify the struggle
to overthrow capitalism in defence of
the interests of workers and peoples

in their effort to attain revolutionary
transformations and create the

conditions for the construction of
Socialism.

With the concentrated effort carried
out in the forefront of the working class,
jointly with social, popular and democratic
organisations, forces and movements and
those in defense of the emancipation of
women’s rights, we will be able to defeat
capitalism as a dominant, destructive and
futureless world system and achieve a true
revolutionary transformation.

We thank the Communist Party of Cuba,
its revolutionary government and its people
for their contribution to the organisation of
22nd IMCWP, and for the warm welcome
extended to the participants.

We reaffirm our solidarity and sup-
port for the just cause of the Cuban people
and their struggle for the immediate and
unconditional lifting of the unjust, crimi-
nal and tightened economic, commercial
and financial blockade to which they have
been subjected for more than 60 years and
demand that the US government remove
Cuba from the spurious State Sponsors of
Terrorism List.

We pay tribute to the legacy of the his-
toric leader of the Cuban Revolution, Fidel
Castro Ruz, who together with the teach-
ings of Army General Raul Castro Ruz and
the succeeding generation headed by the
First Secretary of the Central Committee
of the Communist Party and President of
the Republic of Cuba, Miguel Diaz-Canel
Bermudez, are a constant inspiration for
the struggle of the peoples in their true and
definitive emancipation on the road towards
the construction of a socialist, independent
and solidary society.

United in the struggle against imperial-
ism and capitalism!

Long live Socialism!

Havana, October 29, 2022 &

To increase the denouncement of and fight against

the development model based on capitalist profit

that destroys the environment and endangers the
survival of ecosystems and the human species.
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Global Times Editor’s Note: China had an epic decade since 2012. Particularly in
the last five years, which were truly momentous, and extraordinary, the country has
successfully dealt with major challenges including turbulent developments in Hong
Kong Special Administrative Region and the COVID-19 epidemic. The 20th National
Congress of the Communist Party of China (CPC) has laid out plans for the strategic
missions and major measures in the next five years, getting the efforts to build a
modern socialist country in all respects off to a good start.

Roland Boer (RB), a Marxist scholar from Australia, told Global Times reporter (GT) Liu
Zixuan that “by combining long-term planning with significant flexibility, the CPC has
emerged as one of the - actually, | should say the — most successful political party in

the world.”

GT: You have deep ties with China,
having taught at Renmin University of China
and Dalian University of Technology. What
developments and achievements in China
over the past 10 years have impressed you
the most?

RB: Yes, my connections with China
go back to 2007, when I first began to visit
for shorter periods — lectures, conferences,
and so on. By 2013 I was working at Renmin
University of China, and in 2019 moved to
Dalian University of Technology.

Apart from the more obvious achieve-
ments, such as achieving a well-off society,
the overcoming of absolute poverty and
so on, I would like to emphasise following
achievements:

The first concerns a growing cultural
confidence. In the earlier years of the 2010s,
there was a significant debate concerning the
growing economic strength of China and its
global political importance, but there was
a lag in the influence of Chinese cultural
approaches. With a history of 5000 years,
the question was: how can China’s own
cultural experience contribute to the world,
without copying other models? Since that
time, I have noticed that Chinese scholars
and many others have become engaged
internationally in so many ways. They are
fearlessly prepared to go wherever there is a
need, to explain calmly and rationally what
China can contribute to the world.

The second feature I have noticed is the
extraordinary ability to manage rapid growth
in economic, political, and social terms in a
stable manner. As a philosopher, I view this
process in terms of contradiction analysis.
In other parts of the world where they have
experienced rapid development, it has been
deeply disruptive and full of conflict. But
not so in China, where the development has
by and large been achieved in a stable and
harmonious manner. Where contradictions
have threatened to become a problem, careful
management has ensured that the problem
was resolved.

The third one is a very personal experi-
ence. It is what I call the greening of China.
In the early months of 2019, I hiked the
length and breadth of Beijing. Every second
day, I would hike 15-20 kilometres, from
the plains of the east to the mountains in
the west, from one corner of the city to the
other. What did I find? To my amazement,
I found one green belt after another, one
park that had been restored after another.

The waters had been cleaned up so that
water-life returned; the planting of so many

trees and shrubs was amazing. Alongside
strict observance of environmental laws,
these efforts required long-term implemen-
tation. On my hikes, I was experiencing the
greening of Beijing. And in my many travels
to the regions of China, I have also noticed
the greening of China as whole, so much so
that China now leads the world in “green
growth.”

Finally, I have been struck by the con-
solidation and maturing of socialist rule of
law and democracy.

GT: In your latest publication, Social-
ism with Chinese Characteristics: A Guide
for Foreigners, you mention that China’s
socialist democratic system is already quite
mature and superior to any other democratic
system. How do you understand the whole
process of people’s democracy?

RB: To begin with, a key feature is the
combination of electoral and consultative
democracy. In contrast to Western political
systems, which focus almost exclusively on
elections (after which voters are forgotten
by political parties), China has developed a
comprehensive system in which both elec-
tions and consultation take place. These
are institutionalised in the many levels of
people’s congresses and people’s political
consultative conferences, but the combination
can be seen in so many other ways. A major
reason is the long history and experience of
the “mass line” that goes back a long, long
way in the experience of the CPC.

Second, there is a genuine involvement
of common people in the development of
legislation. Here I think of the more recently
established three-level system for develop-
ing legislation to be decided at the National
People’s Congress. This system has national,
provincial, and city levels, with a focus on
grassroots contact points. At this very local
level, we find hearings, panels, feasibility
studies, and more, to nurture proposals
from the ground up as well gain feedback for
legislative drafts. This is a concrete embodi-
ment of whole-process people’s democracy,
from initial proposal to implementation, as
well as overseeing the results.

Third, since the 18th National Congress
of the CPC in 2012, there has been a most
significant development of socialist rule of
law and the legal system. Of course, this
development has a longer history, but I am
struck by the major developments since 2012.
To be clear, a socialist rule of law arises from
a socialist system and supports that system.
It is qualitatively different from the Western
idea of rule of law. It is this socialist rule

of law that supports the many practices of
electoral and consultative democracy, and
it is the crucial mediation between leader-
ship of CPC and the people as masters of
the country.

Finally, I would like to make a point that
Westerners struggle to understand, but if
they really want to know how China’s politi-
cal system works, they have to understand
it. This is a philosophical and dialectical
point: the leadership of the CPC is enhanced
through democratic practice, and socialist
democracy is strengthened through CPC
leadership.

GT: You also wrote in your book that
socialism with Chinese characteristics is
one of the most important global realities
today. However, the concept and its practice
remain largely misunderstood outside China.
This is also the original intention of why you
wrote the book, hoping that more Westerners
would understand China. In your opinion,
what misunderstandings does the West have
about China and why do they have? How to
resolve these misunderstandings?

RB: I would like to sum up the problem
in terms of the problem of using Western cat-
egories in an attempt to understand China.
The problem is that this effort is always
doomed to fail. Let me give an example: when
I was undertaking research for my book, I
began working through Western material. I
soon found that most of it was useless since
it used Western approaches. So, I turned to
Chinese language sources, and more than 9o
percent of the references in the book are to
Chinese scholarly sources.

Philosophically, we may speak of a “false
universal.” By this I mean that in the West,
— actually a small number of countries that
make up only fourteen per cent of the world’s
population — they tend to forget the histori-
cal development and concrete conditions of
the methods that they have developed. As a
result, they assume that Western methods
and categories are universal and that they
can be applied everywhere in the world. This
is false universal, since Western methods
cannot be applied in such a manner.

How to resolve this problem? I think
developing countries in many parts of the
world have a better understanding, since
they share as a deep level China’s experi-
ences of semi-colonialism, humiliation, and
deep poverty. In regard to the few Western
countries of the world, this will simply take
longer. There is a need to continue the proc-
ess of translating scholarly works, to explain
again and again how China’s system works,
and work together with many other countries
to promote a genuinely multi-polar world. I
often say to my many friends and colleagues
in China that you are not alone; you have
many friends in the world, and the key is to
work together with these friends to develop
a new, just, and more democratic system of
international relations.

GT: The five years since the 19th National
Congress of the CPC have been extraordinary
and unprecedented. What do these five years
mean for the CPC?

RB: The last five years have indeed been
extraordinary. I am 61 years old, with four

In contrast to Western political
which focus almost exclusively on elections,
China has developed a comprehensive
system in which both elections and
consultation take place.

adult children and five grandchildren. I never
thought I would see such events in my life-
time. The world is now changing fast, and
changing for the better. I am generally opti-
mistic about the way the world is developing.
At the same time, these changes come with
heightened contradictions, crises, conflicts,
and so on. But this is part of the process.

I was in Beijing when 19th CPC National
Congress took place. In the last five years, all
governments and political parties through-
out the world have faced and continued to
face huge challenges and problems, and
few have done well. In this context, the
achievements of the CPC have been even
more remarkable: facing the challenge
of COVID-19; the stabilisation and fur-
ther development of Hong Kong Special
Administrative Region; peace, stability,
and harmony in Xinjiang with notable
economic and social development; rolling
out the world’s most comprehensive social
security system, well-off society, overcom-
ing absolute poverty, the list could go on.
By combining long-term planning with
significant flexibility, the CPC has emerged
as one of the — actually, I should say the —
most successful political party in the world.

GT: The deployment of strategic tasks
and significant projects over the following
five years are the main topics of discussion
at the CPC’s 20th National Congress. In the
upcoming five years, there will be uncertain-
ties and difficulties for all countries. What
advantages does transcending the election
cycle give the CPC in governing?

RB: I would like to put my answer in
more philosophical terms. The crucial dif-
ference is between antagonistic and non-
antagonistic contradictions. The Western
political system is based on antagonistic
contradictions: class conflict has led to the
capitalist form of the state, and political
parties are engaged in constant conflict with
one another. The election cycle in Western
countries is an effort to manage these con-
tradictions, but what we find is that when
an opposition party comes to power, they
spend much of their time undoing the poli-
cies of the previous government. Now that
this system is in an obvious state of decline
and fragmentation, there is simply no long-
term planning. For example, you can see
this with the energy and economic crisis in
Europe today.

By contrast, a socialist system operates
with non-antagonistic contradictions. Of
course, there are many contradictions on
the path of socialist construction, and these
need to be managed. But the basis is that the
contradictions are not antagonistic, are not
struggling with each other for dominance.
This reality is very clear in the combination
of electoral and consultative democracy in
China, with the eight other political parties,
minority groups, mass organisations, and
so on, working together for a common goal.
Thus, it is possible to develop long-term plans
based on careful assessment of the situation
and what is needed.

GT: What lessons can developing coun-
tries learn from Chinese model?

RB: Since the collapse of the Soviet

systems,
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Beijing. Photo: Carlos Rivera — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

Union, developing countries have been sub-
jected to a type of neocolonialism by the old
Western powers (think of the World Bank
and International Monetary Fund, among
others). This has not benefited them in
the least. These developing countries have
become even poorer, as fading Western
powers have sought to extract valuable raw
materials from these countries without pro-
viding any economic benefits. By contrast,
since the launch of Belt and Road Initiative
in 2013, more and more are studying the
China model. This study is not for the sake
of copying the China model; instead, it is to
learn how to develop an approach that is
suited to their concrete conditions, to their
history, culture, and economic situation.
GT: Compared with Western political

parties, self-reform is a major feature of
the CPC. How do you understand the CPC’s
self-reform compared to the Western politi-
cal ecology?

RB: The key here is legitimacy. In
terms of the Western political ecology, the
huge problems that have become apparent
today have a longer history. More than 30
years ago, Western countries thought they
had triumphed, that their system was the
perfect one that all should adopt — think of
the proclamations of the “end of history” at
the time. But there was a problem: when
they assumed they were triumphant, these
Western countries and their political systems
and their political parties ceased to reform
and renew themselves. They stagnated, frag-
mented, and are now facing major crises.

Trust in governance and public institutions
is now at an all-time low. For example, in
Australia, only about 50 percent of people
trust the government, public institutions,
and the news media. The trust is even lower
in the US and UK.

By contrast, the CPC constantly under-
goes rigorous self-renewal. In my new book,
Socialism in Power: On the History and
Theory of Socialist Governance, the final
chapter concerns the thorough renewal of the
CPC since the 18th CPC National Congress in
2012. The renewal has taken place in terms
of structures, grass-roots party branch build-
ing, the quality of party branch secretaries,
and knowledge of Marxist theory. The main
points that emerge from this process include:
1. Criticism and self-criticism

2. Democratic supervision by local
people.

3. Clean and transparent governance.

4. “Taking the people as centre,” or a
“people-centred” approach.

5. And the reality that self-reform and
self-renewal is a constant process.
What is the result of this process? In

international surveys, China is one of the
top countries in the world for trust in gov-
ernance and public institutions, as well as
confidence in the direction the country is
going. The figures are in the high eighty
per cent and more usually in the ninety per
cent range. This is a huge testament to the
success of self-renewal and the legitimacy
of the CPC.

Global Times &

In international surveys, China
is one of the top countries in the world
for trust in governance and public
institutions, as well as confidence in the
direction the couniry is going.
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REPORT: LESSONS FROM THE
CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS SIXTY
YEARS - PERTH

Richard Titelius

Sixty years ago during the Cold
War the world came close to
a nuclear war between the
two superpowers of the day,
the Soviet Union led by Pres-
ident Nikita Khrushchev and
the United States led by Pres-
ident John F. Kennedy. The
USSR had dispatched a large
number of medium and long
range nuclear missiles to the
Caribbean island of the Social-
ist Republic of Cuba. The pre-
vious year, expatriate Cubans
had launched a failed invasion
of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs and
while President Fidel Castro
and his revolutionary army
had repelled the attack, covert
incursions continued to occur
and Cuba being on a height-
ened state of alert, welcomed
the missiles. However, when
President Kennedy received
confirmation of the Russian
missiles on Cuban soil, he
said they posed a clear and
present danger to the exist-
ence of the US.

At a forum on the 60th of the
Cuban Missile Crisis, Joe Siracusa,
Adjunct Professor of Political His-
tory and International Security
Studies Curtin University, said that
Kennedy insisted the threat from
the missiles was a military threat to
the US when it was a political threat
to the US. While the military hawks
in Department of Defence were talk-
ing up a limited nuclear war with
battlefield scale nuclear armaments.

The crisis was so dangerous as it
was so novel until someone said
to Kennedy, “Why don’t we trade
missiles to avoid invading Cuba.”

While there is now talk of a
limited nuclear war with Ukraine, it
was the US dropping of the bomb on
Hiroshima and Nagasaki even after
Japan had said they were ready to
surrender, which would make sure
Japan would not want to try again.
However, US President Joe Biden
has said of a small-scale nuclear
war, that once you use small scale
nuclear weapons you cant stop
going up the nuclear ladder.

During the Cuban Missile Crisis,
US Air Force General, Curtis Lee
May estimated that the US would
lose 18,000 men in the first 2 hours
of any nuclear conflagration. Sira-
cusa posed the question, “What
will happen if Putin uses tactical
nuclear weapons in the conflict with
Ukraine?” In regards to the conflict
in Ukraine, Siracusa observed there
had been little attempt by President
Biden at diplomacy and negotiation
though there had been blackmail,
threats and the demonisation of all
things Russian.

In regards to the Cuban Missile
Crisis, Khrushchev wanted to rattle
the US’s cage by getting them to
change their mindset on the Cold
War and the Soviet-Russian state
and he succeeded when Kennedy
quietly moved the US missiles from
Turkey that had been pointed at
Russia.

Today the dismantling of NATO
is long overdue, it is a residue
from a geopolitical era that no

Perth
POLITICS IN THE PUB

6 PM 24th November
@43Below Bar&Restaurant Hay St (corner Barrack St)

SPEAKING TO POWER:
[PAN Report to Parliament

Speakers: Sam Wainwright, Soc. Alliance
Christopher Crouch, IPAN

The Independent & Peaceful Australia Network held a Public Inquiry in 2018

to “Engage organisations and individuals across Australia to participate in and
contribute to a national discussion about all aspects of the US-Australia
Alliance.”

This Report has now been finalised and will be presented to Parliament on
22nd November, 2022, and Politics in the Pub is an opportunity for the people
in Perth to hear three experts talk on the subject, followed by a question and

answer session.

longer exists and was suggested
by a number of world leaders after
the Soviet Union collapsed (1989-
1991), most notable by French
President Francois Mitterrand
in the mid-nineties towards the
end of his long presidency. At the
forum, Siracusa went further sug-
gesting it should be dismantled
as, “NATO is a circus and also a
corporation which is just growing
and growing.” It is a corporation
whose goal is to support and prop
up US interests in Europe, and it
is now very destabilising of peace
and security in Europe.

No more so than on 23 Febru-
ary, 2022, when Russia invaded
Ukraine after inauthentic talks
between Biden and Putin failed.
Siracusa said that Biden should
have called Putin and offered to
negotiate a diplomatic solution
that would meet Russia’s national
security interests as well as those
of Ukraine.

It was predictable therefore
when Putin moved the Russian mili-
tary into Ukraine. Nine months later
are we closer to a full-scale nuclear
war; probably not, though a limited
nuclear weapon battlefield seems
almost inevitable. Siracusa added
that the way the US and Europe
were conducting the war was giving
the Ukrainian people a false hope.

In summing up where the

Ukrainian crisis was at the moment,
Siracusa said he didn’t know what
would happen next, though he said
that Putin doesn’t think he is fight-
ing Ukraine but a proxy war against
the US and Europe.

In the meantime, 14 million
homes have been lost in Ukraine,
nineteen per cent of its territory
and thousands of lives have been
lost while millions have left the
country as refugees all the while
Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky says they are winning and
will push back the Russian enemy.

In the US President Joe Biden
is surrounded by Alpha male and
females who are pushing an aggres-
sive proxy war with Russia by sup-
plying Ukraine with millions of
dollars’ worth of armaments while
a diplomatic negotiated settlement
to the conflict seems more remote
than ever.

Siracusa also made the point
the United States would not toler-
ate foreign troops on its northern
borders at Niagara Falls nor on its
southern border with Mexico at El
Paso, yet it is wrong for Russia to
get upset at the spectre of NATO
troops being at its western border
with Ukraine had it not decided
on the pre-emptive special mili-
tary operation in February 2022.
Biden is poll driven and risk averse
which is why he conducts what he

considers diplomacy through the
NBS News and the media generally.

In case some in the audience
thought it necessary that because
Joe Siracusa came across as pro-
Russian he reminded the forum that
he is on a Blacklist from Russia.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia calls on the US to negotiate
a peaceful settlement of the crisis
confronting Ukraine by showing a
preparedness to listen to Russian
interests, for the US to dismantle
NATO as there is no longer a mili-
tary or political need for the body
which was set up as a response to
the cold war but has continued as
arguably an economic and politi-
cal weapon against Russia and
resources instead be dedicated to
the more pressing global security
issues of climate change, homeless-
ness and global shortages of energy,
food and water.

The Cuban Missile Crisis
between the US and the USSR could
have gone down the path of nuclear
war but ended up in a negotiated
political settlement that gave both
parties a little of what each wanted.
The same path of a negotiated dip-
lomatic and political settlement is
yet to occur between the two de
facto political superpowers while a
third, China is watching the conflict
very closely as Russia’s adversary
is also its adversary. @&
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JAPAN: SHIl ANSWERS
QUESTIONS FROM FLOOR IN
JCP SPEECH ASSEMBLY

Japanese Communist Party (JCP)
Chair Shii Kazuo answered ques-
tions about a future society and
what had brought him to the JCP
from participants at a JCP speech
rally held on 22nd October in Hiro-
shima’s Fukuyama City.

Regarding the question about the JCP
vision for a future society, Shii said that
the word “communism” derives its origin
from the Latin word “communis,” adding,
“The meaning of this word is ‘common’.
So, ‘communism’ is not a special word as
it indicates a society where people mutu-
ally support each other.”

Asking, “What kind of a society is
this?” Shii said that in a communist
society, the exploitation of man by man
will be prohibited. He went on to say that
people will have shorter working hours
and more free time than now even at the
current level of labour productivity as the
spendthrift economy unique to capitalism
will be over by that time. He said, “More
free time will enable people to achieve
their full potential and abilities. A social-
ist/communist society the JCP envisions
will guarantee all members of society an
opportunity for free and full development.”

Quoting Marx and Engels as saying
that an association in which the free devel-
opment of each is the condition for the
free development of all, Shii stressed, “A
communist society the JCP pursues will
inherit and mature social progress such
as freedom, democracy, and human rights
achieved through capitalism.”

On the other hand, Shii said, “This
society will totally be opposite to that of
the former Soviet Union and China.” He

said that the former Soviet Union and
China launched their social transforma-
tion while their production ability and
systems of democracy were at an embryo-
tic stage. Contrary to these countries, he
continued to say that Japan is at the best
stage to start a social reform in terms
of the development of productivity and
democracy. “The JCP is the first political
party on the planet that seeks to carry
out a social revolution in an advanced
country,” Shii said.

Next, Shii answered a question about
his motive to join the JCP. Shii started
with a story from his childhood.

He was born to parents who are JCP
members and elementary school teachers.
His 95-year-old mother enjoys reading
Akahata every day. In the 1960s when
massive protests against the Japan-US
Security Treaty were staged across Japan,
he took part in protest actions, riding on
his father’s shoulders.

Shii said that with this background,
he nurtured trust in the JCP. However,
he said, “My parents never tried to per-
suade me to join the party.” In 1973 when
he was a college student, the govern-
ment led by then Prime Minister Tanaka
Kakuei attempted to introduce a single-
seat constituency system. Recalling the
public movement against the government
attempt at that time, he said that the JCP
working hard to protect democracy looked
the most attractive. It was around that
time when he was asked by his friend to
work together to establish a democratic
coalition government, and he decided to
join the JCP.

Japan Press Weekly &

Kazuo Shii, Tokyo, 2017. Photo: eun gong — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0 KR).

UK: LABOUR’S SOCIALIST MPS RELUCTANT TO
CRITICISE SIR KEIR FOR FEAR OF BEING “PURGED”

Matt Trinder

Socialist Labour MPs are reluc-
tant to criticise Sir Keir Starm-
er’s leadership for fear of being
“purged” from the party, mem-
bers of the Socialist Campaign
Group alleged today.

Some left-wing candidates have
been blocked from standing as
Labour candidates at the next elec-
tion amid reports of a clampdown
on supporters of ex-leader Jeremy
Corbyn, who was thrown out of
the parliamentary party in 2020.

Socialist Campaign Group
members told the Telegraph

newspaper that they were reluctant
to go public with their concerns
over Sir Keir’s leadership for fear
of suffering the same fate.

One spoke of a “huge purge,”
saying: “It’s an awful, awful atmos-
phere. Starmer says the party is
united, but I've never known the
party more disunited.

“People are frightened to say
things because they think they
might be next — it’s a terrible
situation.

“They’re just waiting for anyone
in the Socialist Campaign Group to
make one wrong move and they’ll
find a reason to deselect them.”

The charge follows Ilford South
MP Sam Tarry, a supporter of Mr
Corbyn, becoming the first Labour
parliamentarian in a decade to be
deselected as a candidate for the
next election after party members
voted last month against him stand-
ing again.

He had previously been dis-
missed from the front bench by
Sir Keir for attending a picket line
alongside striking rail workers and
“giving unauthorised broadcast
interviews.”

Mr Tarry said he was “extremely
concerned” about the result, amid
accusations of vote rigging.
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Former Labour MP Emma Dent
Coad, who was blocked in October
from standing in Kensington again,
said that a fair contest had been
“sacrificed for the sake of factional
intrigue from Labour officials.”

A councillor, Lauren Townsend,
was rejected as a parliamentary can-
didate after she “liked” a tweet by
SNP First Minister Nicola Sturgeon,
while another, Maurice Mcleod, said
that his “liking” a tweet by Green
Party MP Caroline Lucas had been
used to prevent him standing.

The backlash has been extended
to ordinary Labour members, with
thousands being forced out of the

party since Sir Keir became leader
in April 2020.

The former shadow Brexit sec-
retary claimed at Labour’s annual
conference in September that he
had “changed the party to make
sure we're in tune with the instincts
and aspirations of the British people
once again.”

A party source told the Tel-
egraph: “It’s right that Labour
expects prospective MPs to uphold
the highest standards — under
Keir’s leadership, that’s not going
to change.”
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Sydney Vigil
STOP USA BLOCKADE
ON CUBA

Join us in Sydney to demand that

the USA stops the blockade on Cuba
with the right to self determination.

Also stop other blockades like
Venezvela and Gaza.

4:15 pm Thursday November 17
50 Miller Street North Sydney
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ISRAELI EXTREMISTS PROPELLED
TO POWER ALONGSIDE
NETANYAHU, ACCELERATING
GLOBAL NEO-FASCIST TREND

Amiad Horowitz

It appears likely that the crim-
inally corrupt former Prime
Minister of Israel, Benjamin
Netanyahu, will be return-
ing to power, despite being
under criminal indictment.
Israelis cast their votes in
the fifth national election in
three years. The more than
4.5 million Palestinians who
live under Israeli military
occupation have no rights and
therefore were not able to par-
ticipate in the elections.

The prospect of yet another
Netanyahu-led government might
seem like the worst news to come
out of the balloting, but perhaps
even more dangerous in the long
term is the rise of the Religious
Zionist Party. Its strong showing
suggests the acceleration of the
extreme rightward tilt of a signifi-
cant section of the Israeli electorate.

The Religious Zionist Party is a
union of three extremist groupings:
The right-wing religious National
Union-Tkuma (Revival) Party;
the neo-Kahanist, fascist Otzma
Yehudit (Jewish Power) Party; and
the anti-LGBTQ Noam (Plesant-
ness) Party. Their fundamentalist
and fascist coalition is expected to
become the third-largest party in
the Israeli Knesset (parliament),
and their leaders will likely be given
ministerial positions in the next
Netanyahu government.

At the centre of the party’s
agenda is a speeding-up of annexa-
tion of occupied land and opposi-
tion to any peace negotiations with
the Palestinian Authority or any
other Palestinian groups.

Some of the other lowlights of
the Religious Zionist Party’s plat-
form are execution of Palestinian
resistance fighters who throw rocks,
the expulsion of Palestinians and
Israeli leftists who advocate for the
Palestinian cause, the granting of
legal immunity to Israeli soldiers
for any acts of violence they commit
while in uniform, and long-term
prison penalties for foreign eco-
nomic migrants.

There was a time in Israel’s his-
tory when these sorts of fascist par-
ties were shunned and even made
illegal. In the 1970s, the US-born
Meir Kahane, a rabid racist and
religious extremist rabbi, formed
the Kach (Thus) Party, which advo-
cated for the Israeli legal system

to be based on religious law and
the mass deportation of Arabs
and other non-Jews from Israeli-
controlled lands.

In the US, Kahane founded the
Jewish Defense League (JDL) in
1968. The JDL marketed itself as a
group to combat anti-semitism, but
Kahane and other members were
convicted of multiple terrorism
charges, including the bombing of
the Soviet Union’s Mission to the
UN in New York in 1975.

After moving to Israel, Kahane
got involved in electoral politics; he
won a seat in the Knesset in 1984.
The continued violence of his JDL
— which organised around such slo-
gans as “Gas the Arabs” — eventu-
ally got him banned from standing
in elections. Kahane and his party
were subsequently shunned from
mainstream politics. In 1988, the
Knesset passed a law aimed at
Kahane and his supporters, ban-
ning any political party that incites
racism from running in elections.

Unfortunately, since 1988, a lot
has changed.

Today, the racist, neo-fascist
ideas espoused by Kahane and his
political descendants have become
mainstream among a large segment
of Israeli society. The Otzma Yehu-
dit (Jewish Power) Party is the cur-
rent home for his supporters, and
along with its extremist allies, it is
now on the cusp of being invited to
join the Israeli government.

On its own, the rise of the Reli-
gious Zionist Party is scary enough.
However, when placed in the larger,
global context, it becomes truly hor-
rifying. This group’s electoral suc-
cesses is just the latest example of
a trend of rising neo-fascist parties
throughout the liberal-democratic
capitalist world.

Throughout the “community”
of Western-oriented liberal democ-
racies, there is an ever-growing
number of examples of fascist
parties and their ideas entering
mainstream politics and finding
electoral success.

A few weeks ago, the neo-fascist
Brothers of Italy Party became
the largest political party in the
Italian parliament. In September,
the Swedish Democrats, the party
of choice for Swedish neo-Nazis,
became the second largest party in
Sweden’s parliament. In April, the
neo-fascist National Rally party,
successor to the fascist National
Front party, received over 40 per

Image: SPO Presse und Kommunikation — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

cent of the vote in France’s second
round of presidential elections.

The forces of fascism are clearly
on the rise, but the trend is not new.

Right-wing “strongman” Viktor
Orban has been in power in Hunga-
ry since 2010, pushing xenophobic,
homophobic, and ultra-nationalistic
policies. Since 2015, the Law and
Justice Party, along with its right-
wing allies, have steadily ushered
Poland down the path of right-
wing nationalism, xenophobia, and
homophobia.

Narendra Modi and his racist,
right-wing Hindu-nationalist
Bharatiya Janata (Indian People’s)
Party have been in power in India
since early 2014. The same year,
a colour revolution in Ukraine

installed a right-wing government
that was quick to ally itself with neo-
Nazi forces and violently suppress
opposition.

The United States is not
immune to the neo-fascist trend.
The Republican Party under former
President Donald Trump — and with
leaders like Ron DeSantis, Marjorie
Taylor-Greene, and others — has
clearly embraced fascism and right-
wing populism.

Since long before the midterm
elections now quickly approach-
ing, the Republican Party has been
waging an all-out war on democra-
cy, women’s rights, workers, people
of colour, immigrants, and LGBTQ
people. On top of this, large swaths
of the Democratic Party officialdom

have embraced militarism and end-
less warfare.

The situation may appear bleak,
but the past week also provided a
reason for optimism. On 30th Octo-
ber, a large front of pro-democracy
groups made up of Communists,
progressives, labor unions, Indig-
enous groups, and left-leaning lib-
erals came together to defeat Jair
Bolsonaro, the neo-fascist presi-
dent of Brazil. Despite attempts by
Bolsonaro and his allies to illegally
influence the elections, the anti-
fascist coalition grouped around
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva was able
to win the presidential race.
People’'s World &
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