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This article contains references to 
examples of experiences of First 
Nations peoples, and language that is 
disrespectful and offensive to their culture, 
history, people and communities that may 
cause distress. The content is sometimes 
confronting and disturbing.

Anna Pha

A Queensland Commission of Inquiry 
into Queensland police handling of 
domestic and family violence (DFV) 
has found systemic sexism, misogyny, 
racism, and overall negative attitudes 
by police towards DFV.

The terms of reference of the inquiry, 
headed by Judge Deborah Richards, included 
examining the Queensland Police Service’s 
(QPS) responses to DFV; the adequacy of 
the current conduct and complaints han-
dling processes against police offi  cers; and 
cultural issues within the QPS and how they 
have contributed to the overrepresentation 
of First Nations people in the criminal jus-
tice system.

The inquiry was established as part of 
the Queensland government’s response to 
the recommendations of the Women’s Safety 
and Justice Taskforce in Hear her voice: 
Report One (2021). Its report was handed 
down on 24th November.

The inquiry found that victim-survivors 
were often not taken seriously, not properly 
supported, and that the perpetrators were 
not held to account.

It heard chilling examples of racist, 
misogynistic, and disrespectful attitudes 
towards women who had approached the 
QPS for assistance. Comments such as:

“I can see why he does it to her. If I was 
in his position I’d do that”

“Rape is just surprise sex”

“[it] sounds like they had a bit of a 
struggle cuddle.”

The Commission’s fi ndings are damning 
of the QPS’s leadership, saying that “[…] 
there is a strong perception among the QPS 
membership that its senior leadership lacks 
integrity. This has contributed to low morale 
in the organisation, including in relation to 
domestic and family violence responses.”

The inquiry heard harrowing examples 
of victim-survivor experiences with police. 
To quote two examples:

“They dismissed, belittled and 
discounted me. They made the 
process impossible. They acted like 
the gatekeepers to whether or not my 
experience was even valid and worth 
their time.”

“They could have taken me seriously, 
maybe then I would not have been 
electrocuted and raped by my ex 
and dumped by the side of the road. 
Listened and looked at the facts I’m 4’11 
[149.9cm] and 48 kilos my partner is 
6’3 [190.5cm] and 95 kilos. There is no 
way I could hurt him and he threw me 
around. They took me away and put me 
in custody.”

A series of tapes leaked to the UK Guard-
ian expose the appalling attitudes of some 
police offi  cers and watch house offi  cers in the 
Brisbane Watch House as they make racist, 
sexist, and other slurs.

Not surprising the inquiry found that 
there are often shortfalls in the QPS’s 
responses to DFV. In particular, when one or 
both of the parties identify as First Nations, 
LGBTIQ+, have a culturally or linguistically 

diverse background, are young or elderly, 
have a cognitive, intellectual, or physical 
disability, are experiencing mental health 
issues or have other complex needs.

The attitude to and treatment of First 
Nations people is particularly harrowing.

Continued on page 2
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HEAR HER VOICE

“ h ld h k i l f l k d h d dii b k d ld l

“Queensland’s colonial history and 
the associated violence inflicted upon First 
Nations peoples, communities and culture, 

continues to have a profound ongoing 
impact on First Nations peoples and their 

relationships with the police.”

Corroboree – Laura Dance Festival. Photo: Malcolm Williams – fl ickr.com (CC BY 2.0)
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RESTAURATEUR FIRST 
TO BE CRIMINALLY 

CHARGED FOR 
WAGE THEFT

The Australian labour movement is on the 
precipice of a major win for workers’ rights in 
the form of a criminal case brought against a 
Victorian restaurateur for wage theft.

The Wage Inspectorate Victoria has fi led ninety-
four criminal charges in the Magistrates’ Court 
against the Macedon Lounge and its owner Gaurav 
Setia for allegedly failing to pay more than $7000 
owed to four staff  members over fi ve months.

In the fi rst case of wage theft being treated as 
a crime in Australia, Setia is facing upwards of 
ten years in jail and corporate fi nes in excess of 
$1 million.

These laws – introduced by the Victorian gov-
ernment in 2020 – didn’t come into eff ect until 
June last year can punish employers if a company 
is found to be deliberately underpaying its staff .

According to the Inspectorate, the Macedon 
Lounge and its sole offi  cer, owner Setia, breached 
these new laws by “dishonestly underpaying staff  
entitlements, which include wages, superannua-
tion and penalty rates, between July and November 
last year” (The Age).

While Victoria is not the only state in Australia 
to have laws that make wage theft a crime 
(Queensland), it is the fi rst time that someone is 
being criminally prosecuted for the act.

Speaking on the matter, Victorian Trades Hall 
Council secretary Luke Hilakari stated that, 
“While we have rising prices, the last thing you 
need is the employer stealing money to grow their 
business. If this is being deliberately done, the 
court should throw the book at them.”

Commissioner of Wage Inspectorate Victoria, 
Robert Hortle also said that, “Victorians can be 
confi dent the Wage Inspectorate is doggedly inves-
tigating wage theft reports and intends to bring 
further appropriate matters before the court.”

While this is a much-needed step forward for 
Australian industrial relations, it is a travesty that 
it has taken this long. Wage theft is an ongoing oc-
currence everywhere, and barely a month passes 
by where we do not hear about some company un-
derpaying their staff , usually large corporations. 

When someone steals, they are charged with 
a form of theft. Yet, wage theft goes largely un-
punished, with corporations paying ridiculously 
small fi nes if some form of guilt is found. These 
fi nes rarely disincentive corporations whose theft 
greatly impacts the livelihood of workers which 
is why it is such a regular occurrence.

More than this, our governments need to be 
more aggressive about workplace conditions and 
ensuring that our workplaces are safe. Too often 
workers are maimed or worse, killed, on worksites 
that have otherwise not been made safe. Again, 
employers will largely not fi nd themselves crimi-
nally prosecuted and, at worst, will pay fi nes.

Hopefully, this criminal case will have a lot of 
employers think twice before robbing their work-
ers of a living.
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COLONIAL LEGACY
Queensland’s First Nations 

peoples are over-represented in 
the criminal justice system. While 
they represent about 3.8 per cent 
of the Queensland population (aged 
10 and over), they account for 33 
per cent of the prison population.

“Queensland’s colonial history 
and the associated violence infl icted 
upon First Nations peoples, com-
munities and culture, continues to 
have a profound ongoing impact 
on First Nations peoples and their 
relationships with the police,” the 
report noted.

Elder Aunty Florence Onus, 
Community Development Worker 
with the Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander Women’s Legal 
Service North Queensland, told the 
Commission about the strength of 
living memory:

“We only became citizens 
in 1967. So – I mean I was 
only eight or nine years old 
at that time. So, you know, 
the history is very fresh 
and the fear – so the fear of 
police has been something 
that’s historical from the fi rst 
contact to where we are today. 
So, it’s engrained in families 
and communities.”
The inquiry also heard of the 

importance of building relation-
ships and trust with communities 
from a police offi  cer that when this 
was not done, it can be a barrier for 
victim-survivors who seek assist-
ance from police.

The resultant reluctance to seek 
assistance from the police can result 
in a situation reaching crisis point.

The report repeatedly referred 
to the insuffi  cient prioritisation 
of developing cultural capabil-
ity within the organisation, with 
a recent survey showing that its 
members lack the foundational 
knowledge to understand the 
impacts of colonisation, racism and 
other historical and contemporary 
issues that shape how First Nations 
peoples experience police.

“As a result, QPS responses, at 
times, lack cultural awareness 
which leads to responses 
that do not always meet 
community expectations.”
Aunty Florence also said, “There 

is a need for localised cultural 
competency training for QPS that 
is face-to-face, meaningful, ongo-
ing, locally written, and locally 
delivered.”

This necessity was reiterated 
in the Commission’s report: “For 

Queensland Police Service mem-
bers to work eff ectively with and 
in a community, they must have an 
understanding of the community’s 
culture, history, relationship with 
police, and needs. This is true of 
all communities, but particularly 
essential for discrete First Nations 
communities and predominantly 
First Nations communities. Any 
cultural induction should be specifi c 
to that community and should be 
delivered by a person with cultural 
authority.”

It is suggested that due to a lack 
of cultural safety, police are not 
always perceived as a safe avenue of 
assistance for First Nations victim-
survivors. “This is exacerbated by a 
range of factors including mistrust 
of police, fear of child removal, 
and child safety intervention, fear 
of death in custody risks for the 
perpetrator, and other systemic 
barriers.”

TOLERATED 
INTERNALLY

The problems go far deeper 
than the responses to DVF victim-
survivors. The Commission found 
that sexism and misogyny are a 
signifi cant problem within the QPS 
and that there is a culture of fear 
and silence.

These take many forms, includ-
ing sexist language, bullying and 
discrimination. They also involve 
sexual harassment, sexual assault 
and, in some cases, rape by male 
QPS members of their female 
colleagues.

Not only does this have an 
impact on the careers of the women 
but the failings of the complaints 
system are so great that perpetra-
tors go free or at best are dealt with 
by Local Management Resolution, 
a meeting in which the perpetra-
tor is given a talking to. It can also 
backfi re on the complainants and 
even harm their career prospects. 
In eff ect such behaviour is tolerated 
within the QPS. 

“It is hardly surprising that 
these attitudes are refl ected then in 
the way that those police who hold 
them respond to victim-survivors. 
It is a failure of the leadership of the 
organisation that this situation has 
been allowed to continue over many 
years unchecked,” the report said.

The Commission also heard that 
police offi  cers may resent attend-
ing DFV calls for service when they 
believe it is a thankless task or that 
it is not “real” police business.

RECOMMENDATIONS
The Commission found that 

previous eff orts to address these 

issues by the QPS had been ham-
pered by a lack of resourcing, and 
reactive short-term processes. It 
proposes structural and cultural 
changes to the QPS with a holistic 
approach and calls for additional 
funding from government to imple-
ment them.

These recommendations 
include:
• Victim-centric, trauma-

informed approaches 
to responding to and 
investigating DFV with a 
strong focus on community 
involvement, training, and 
accountability.

• A victims’ commissioner who 
should have, at a minimum, 
a function of assisting 
individual victim-survivors of 
DFV, including in relation to 
complaints about poor police 
responses to DFV.

• The establishment of a 
Domestic and Family Violence 
Vulnerable Persons Unit 
in each district, which, at 
a minimum, maintains a 
twenty-four hours per day, 
seven-day on-call response 
capability.

• The establishment of a 
new, independent Police 
Integrity Unit to investigate 
complaints against police 
offi  cers, including complaints 
in relation to sexism and 
misogyny.

• An increase in the recruitment 
and retention of women, 
culturally and linguistically 
diverse, and First Nations 
members.

• The allocation of a Peer 
Support Offi  cer for anyone 
making a complaint about 
conduct arising from sexism, 
misogyny or racism.

In addition, “Any cultural 
induction [of members of the QPS] 
should be tailored and specifi c to 
that community, and should be 
delivered by a person with cultural 
authority.”

The recommendations have 
implementation deadlines rang-
ing from six to eighteen months. 
The government has indicated it 
supports them in principle and 
has provided an additional $100 
million funding towards their 
implementation. However, the 
question remains: Will they be 
implemented in full or as with 
previous reports only result in 
superfi cial reforms?
If you or some you know needs 
support, please contact Lifeline 
13 11 14, www.lifeline.org.au 
To read the full report go to 
www.qpsdfvinquiry.qld.gov.au 
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Charters Towers police station, Queensland. Photo: john skewes – fl ickr.com (CC BY-ND 2.0)
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Graham Holton

In November, the Brisbane Branch 
held its CPA National Party School. It 
began with a Trivia night on Friday, at 
the Labour Trades Hall in South Bris-
bane. The money raised went to help 
the running costs of the branch. The 
Trivia night was organised by Casey 
and a recent member, Minami. It was 
a fun night for all.

Saturday was held in the Junction Hotel 
in Annerley. The day’s programme was deliv-
ered by Christian. His talk was on “Building 
the Party of the New Type in the Australian 
Context.” Christian discussed the winning 
position of the Vanguard of the working 
class and the importance of uniting with the 
working class. To achieve this the Communist 
Party must apply the principles of Marxism-
Leninism to the local context. The Party of 
the new type focuses on the Vanguard using 
our press and publications to organise party 
membership. The strategy is to form a united 
front of the workers and progressive forces 
around the Party, implementing eff ective 
solutions in everyday life. The position of 
the Vanguard of the workers must be won in 
practice, not declared in abstract. Winning 
trust and credibility are critical. 

Groups discussed whether the Party at 
present does have the credibility needed. 
Mass work connects the Party to the workers, 
increasing credibility and practical experience 
for the members. It gains respectability for 
the Party, politically. There are no short cuts, 
just hard prolonged work. The organisation 
of militant workers places pressure on them 
to be elected into the union’s leadership. 

The CPA grew the shop stewards’ network 
that brought large numbers of workers to the 
picket lines, thereby gaining credibility for the 
Party. The workers must be drawn into the 
struggle and through unity and organisation 
they will obtain their immediate goals. If they 
do not do this their struggle will perish, for 
agitation and propaganda are insuffi  cient. 
All CPA branches must organise to facilitate 
Party building, to integrate their lives with 
the workers. They must have a clear area of 
work where there are clear expectations of 
demonstrable activity, with demonstrable 
results.

On Sunday, David gave a talk on “Com-
munist Theory and Practice of Trade Union-
ism.” He used Lance Sharkey’s The Trade 
Unions: Communist Theory and Practice 
of Trade Union which is published by the 
Party. David related his own experiences 
in the Transport Workers’ Union to demon-
strate the successes of his union and how it 
has obtained better conditions for workers. 
The development of the working class and 
its organisations is a historical process. The 
contract between capital and labour is never 
on equal terms with the only social power the 
workers possess is their number, united. This 
power is broken when workers are not united. 
Trade Unions form centres of organisation 
of the working class and these are impor-
tant as organised agencies for superseding 
the system of wages, labour and capital as 
found in the capitalist system. Trade unions 
must aid every social and political move-
ment that seeks complete emancipation 
of the workers. David then went through 
the history of the trade union movement 
in Australia and the impact of the Russian 
Revolution. Each member of the Party must 
be a practical trade unionist, mastering the 
EBA (Enterprise Bargaining Agreement) 
and know the acts and safety legislation as 
applied to your union. They must know the 
union rule book, its history and be fi nancial. 
They must understand the rules of debate, 
learn how to conduct a meeting and how to 
deliver a good speech. We must study the 
problem of members, the political economy 
of the industry you work in, and especially, 
learn how to lead and unite follow workers.

We thank Christian and David for deliver-
ing their exciting talks and for all those who 
could attend. 

Australia

REPORT: CPA 
NATIONAL SCHOOL – BRISBANE

All CPA branches must organise 
to facilitate Party building, to 
integrate their lives with the 

workers. They must have a clear 
area of work where there are 

clear expectations of demonstrable 
activity, with demonstrable results.
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Victorians went to the polls on 
26th November to decide their 
next state government. In the 
wake of the past three years, 
with the pandemic still ongo-
ing, it was highly uncertain 
whether Daniel Andrews would 
be re-elected for a third term.

Labor declared victory on Sat-
urday night with a strong majority 
in the lower house. The results are 
promising overall for socialists 
and the workers movement, with 
left wing parties expected to gain 
multiple seats in the upper house 
and controversial conservative MPs 
losing their seats. 

THE RESULTS 
SO FAR

While the count hasn’t yet been 
completed, the ALP has won a 
commanding victory with fi fty-two 
seats in the Legislative Assembly 
(the lower house of the state parlia-
ment). This is the third consecutive 
term for the Labor government in 
Victoria, which has been in power 
since 2014. Daniel Andrews is set 
to become Victoria’s longest serv-
ing Labor premier by early 2023.

As it stands, the Liberal Party 
has won twenty-fi ve seats, two less 

than in the previous Parliament, 
having lost the seats of Ripon and 
Glen Waverley. The Greens have 
won four seats, retaining Bruns-
wick, Melbourne, and Prahran and 
gaining Richmond. There are seven 
seats still undecided, with many of 
these too close to call. At the time 
of writing, the margin in Pakenham 
is just eight votes.

The Nationals swept regional 
Victoria, winning several seats, 
including the seat of Mildura from 
independent Ali Cupper, as well 
as Morwell and Shepparton. The 
Nationals now hold a number of 
regional seats, including Lowan, 
Murray Plains, Ovens Valley, Gipps-
land East and Gippsland South. In 
the upper house, the Legislative 
Council, less than thirty per cent 
of votes have as yet been counted, 
but the Greens are projected to win 
multiple seats, as is the Legalise 
Cannabis party.

WHAT NOW FOR 
VICTORIAN 
WORKERS?

In his victory speech, Daniel 
Andrews made some promising 
nods to key issues facing workers 
in this election. The new Labor 

government has committed to regu-
lating the apprenticeships system 
and the gig economy, expanding 
sick pay for casual workers and 
introducing free childcare and 
kindergarten, among many other 
electoral promises.

The electoral map shows a deep 
divide between the Nationals-domi-
nated regions and the metropolitan 
Labor and Greens dominated seats. 
Regional Victorians are (rightly) 
feeling that their needs and aspira-
tions are not being met by the Labor 
Party. This a key site of struggle 
for the future of Victorian politics. 
Regional workers are fed-up with 
the Labor status quo, suggesting 
that regional areas are going to be 
key sites of struggle in the years to 
come. Close attention should be 
paid to the movement in regional 
Victoria.

At the end of the day, parlia-
mentary politics cannot deliver the 
outcomes workers need, but they 
can be a signifi cant tool for leverage 
support for the workers movement. 
Now is the time to put pressure on 
the new government to make the 
changes they have promised and 
to continue the fi ght for workers’ 
rights both inside and outside of 
the parliament. 

LABOR WINS 
VICTORIAN STATE 

ELECTION The latest cost estimate for taxpayers of Australia’s pending 
nuclear submarines at more than $170 billion. Don’t be surprised 
when Australia’s supply of weaponry to the fascist set up in 
Ukraine includes a nuke sub. The presence of NATO and US 
bases, military forces, and nuclear missile systems puts Russia’s 
western border under continual threat. Over the past decade 
Lithuania, Poland, Latvia, Romania, and Estonia have provided 
a home to these weapons, maintaining a constant war footing as 
attempts by the US continue to widen the dispute and portray 
it as a European confl ict so as to unleash NATO fi re power for 
regime change in Russia.

Meanwhile, in China’s sovereign territory of Taiwan, the anti-
communists who fl ed there after the Socialist revolution 
seventy-three years ago ran their candidate in last week’s 
mayoral election on the island, appropriately a former Silicon 
Valley lawyer. Such has been the destructive, wending path to 
today’s imperialism, these counter-revolutionaries in Taiwan have 
connections that reach back to colonial Britain. On 22nd June in 
1757, troops under the command of Robert Clive confronted the 
army of Suraj-ud-Dowlah, not far from Murshidabad, the capital 
of the Mogul viceroys of Bengal. By sundown Clive had won 
the day for Britain’s East India Company, which duly set about 
securing the revenues from its vast new assets, among which 
was counted the monopoly of opium cultivated in India. Sixteen 
years later the company wrested from the Portuguese the 
opium trade with China and by 1790 was exporting there 5000 
chests of the drug. The trade was not welcomed by the Chinese 
authorities. Importation was forbidden in 1796. But by 1839 the 
British were bringing 1.5 million kilos of opium a year into China. 
Emperor Tao-Kwang sent a commissioner to Canton to suppress 
the trade. Thus began the opium wars, at whose conclusion the 
British compelled the Chinese to submit. In 1858 importation 
of opium was legalised, and in 1880 the British were exporting 
around 11,000 tons of opium a year into China. Fast forward to 
2022. The Taiwanese nationalists are history.

Evidence of the Albanese government’s attack on Medicare in 
preparation for its privatisation is appearing in various forms: 
chatter about a co-payment to undermine bulk billing, and in 
the words of the Health Minister Mark Butler: “I’m not raising 
the white fl ag on bulk-billing. We want to have a system that 
preserves bulk-billing […] particularly concession cardholders, 
pensioners and so on […]”.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Who rules Australia? A plan for 
$1 million fi nes on the executives of fi nancial institutions and 
banks for governance failures (corruption) was dropped like an 
armful of hot coals by the Albanese government last week. After 
calls to Treasurer Jim Chalmers from executives of a number of 
banks, the fi nancial services legislation has been taken off the 
parliamentary agenda. The Financial Accountability Regime Bill 
was a major recommendation of the royal commission into bank 
corruption.

Daniel Andrews. Photo: Bentleigh electorate – creativecommons.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)
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THE PROBLEMS 
OF PRIVATISATION 

AND WHY 
PUBLICLY-OWNED 
SERVICES MATTER

TAX
tæks/

We all know what a tax is, don’t we? The government needs 
money, so they take a slice of your salary, or maybe a slice of 
the profi ts from anything you spend that isn’t fresh food (thanks 
to our GST, introduced by John Howard after promising he would 
never ever introduce it, and kept by subsequent governments 
because everyone is used to it, and it keeps the State govern-
ments off their backs, sort of). 

A tax is the government taking a bit of someone’s income, but 
not long ago some Weasley clever clogs decided that a tax-cut 
you were looking forward to but didn’t get was a tax. Hence Tim 
Wilson’s success at the 2018 election, during which he spent a 
lot of time and, ironically, taxpayer dollars, depicting a Labor Par-
ty plan to timidly trim a few outrageous rorts as new taxes. This 
was successful inasmuch as the ALP dropped its’ idea of giving 
wealthy people a bit less free money, leaving Tim to be swept 
aside in the election after that. Happy days.

We don’t like to dwell too much on the past though. The above 
is background to more recent attempts to depict non-taxes as 
taxes. The latest is the employer lobby depicting more effective 
union bargaining as a tax – because paying workers a decent 
wage is a tax on employers who’d like to keep more of their 
money.

FORCEFUL
/ˈfɔːs.fəl/

According to Peter Hartcher, a 9-Fairfax commentator who could 
be described as “hawkish,” Australia’s response to China has 
been ‘forceful’. Hartcher cites the AUKUS deal as part of our 
forcefulness, and says that this has taught China to respect us. 
The AUKUS submarines were originally set to arrive sometime in 
the 2040s. They will now show up in March next year.

No, sorry, my mistake, March next year is the date of the next 
announcement. When the submarines will show up is anyone’s 
guess, but our new Defence Minister has said that expecting to 
get them in eight years time would be “optimistic.” I’m ever the 
optimist, but I’m not optimistic enough to hold my breath on this 
one. I’m also not starry-eyed about the supposed deterrence 
effects of these nonexistent submarines.

Hartcher, like a lot of Australian commentators, writes as though 
there’s a naval situation room in Beijing somewhere, fi lled with 
worried-looking Chinese naval staff watching Australia on a big 
map with the word ‘forceful’ stuck to it. Space doesn’t permit 
me to explain everything that’s wrong about this worldview, but 
IF the Chinese were as nasty as people like Hartcher imagine 
and IF they are that easily impressed by nonexistent subs and 
unswerving subservience to the United States, we have nothing 
to worry about.

Michael Perth

The ACTU does a good job 
of explaining issues to the 
converted. However, they 
should use some excellent sci-
entifi c studies to inform the 
public of the overwhelming 
scientifi c facts that may bring 
more public support for union 
campaigns.

Trade unions could use this 
information to explain in more 
detail why workers should take 
more action to achieve wage justice. 
Unfortunately, their children will 
suff er the consequences of inaction.  

Workers also need to be 
reminded of multi-national compa-
nies ripping off  workers for higher 
profi ts, particularly gas and elec-
tricity, which should be in public 
ownership, not privately owned 
for profi ts.

The early childhood education 
and care subsidy by the federal 
Labor government comes into eff ect 
in mid-2023. This subsidy by fed-
eral Labor will prop up profi ts of 
privately operated for-profi t centres.  

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia’s position is that “all essential 
services should be publicly owned 
and operated taking the profit 
motive out of the equation,” and 
having strict responsibility and 
accountability requirements unlike 
the federal Coalition or the Labor 
party slack controls resulting in 
endless scandals.

Capitalism’s endless drive for 

increased productivity for profi ts 
and larger companies taking over 
small businesses results in worker 
poverty, slave labour, and increased 
unemployment. 

The home market is always 
the best market. It’s stable, unlike 
exports ebb and fl ow. If workers 
cannot buy back what they produce, 
why produce?

Larger companies will use 
robotics to obtain an advantage 
over competitors. 

Torrens Island gas-powered 
electricity generators owned by AGL 
will close June 2026, a decade ear-
lier than expected. Why? Because 
chief operating offi  cer M Brokhof 
said we are losing millions of dol-
lars. Capitalism doesn’t operate at 
a loss and must continue making a 
substantial profi t.

The Electricity Trust of South 
Australia (ETSA) was government 
owned until it was privatised. In the 
lead-up to the 1997 state election, 
the incumbent Olsen Liberal Gov-
ernment pledged not to privatise 
ETSA. However, after being re-
elected, the government proceeded 
with privatisation plans. The Olsen 
Liberal government needed the 
support of an additional two non-
Liberal upper house members to 
pass legislation, defectors from 
Labor in the upper house. The bill 
became law when Terry Cameron 
and Trevor Crothers voted with 
the Liberal government. They 
subsequently resigned from the 
Labor party.

The public was sold a pig in a 
bag with claims that competition 
will bring down prices. Privatisa-
tion has not been to the benefi t of 
the South Australian community. 
In fact, privatisation has cost the 
state government millions e.g. the 
state government has reached an 
agreement to ensure B units remain 
operational until the interconnector 
is built, with the energy giant AGL 
receiving $19.5 million to keep 200 
megawatts of extra power online. 
Taxpayer’s money is subsidis-
ing the routine maintenance and 
refurbishment that is required on 
the unit to keep it operational over 
the next period. Haven’t we seen 
exorbitant prices for our electric-
ity? Both major parties are guilty of 
neoliberalism. Workers are realising 
privatisation results in increased 
prices for them and profi ts for the 
wealthy.

A report released by the Cli-
mate Council in November 2022 
shows that the world is in the grip 
of a deepening climate crisis, and 
without more ambitious emission 
cuts this decade we are heading 
for a full-blown catastrophe. The 
global emissions must fall by forty-
fi ve per cent by 2030 to have any 
chance of achieving limitations in 
warming to 1.5°C. Existing energy 
infrastructure must be replaced 
as quickly as possible with solar, 
wind, thermal, and other renew-
able energy sources, and storage 
in a just transition that ensures no 
workers are worse off . 

The Communist Party of 
Australia’s position is that 

“all essential services 
should be publicly owned 
and operated taking the 
profit motive out of the 

equation.”

Photo: Peripitus – commons.wikimedia.org (cropped) (CC BY-SA 2.5)
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Editor’s note: The following are 
contributions from the Iraqi Communist 
Party and the Communist Party of 
Bohemia and Moravia (Czech Republic) 
to the International Meeting of Communist 
and Workers’ Parties (IMCWP)

IRAQI COMMUNIST PARTY
Dear Comrades, 
I convey the warmest greetings of the 
Iraqi Communist Party to the 22nd 
International Meeting of the Commu-
nist and Workers’ Parties, wishing its 
deliberations every success.

We also express our high appreciation 
to the fraternal Communist Party of Cuba 
for hosting this meeting, which is held in 
challenging times, thereby demonstrating 
its fi delity to the lofty ideals of Communism 
and internationalist solidarity.

On this occasion, we reiterate our fi rm 
solidarity with the Cuban people and Com-
munist Party, supporting their courageous 
struggle against the criminal blockade 
imposed by US imperialism for more than 
sixty years. We join the worldwide demands 
for the immediate lifting of this blockade and 
an end to all heinous acts targeting Cuba and 
its revolution.

Dear Comrades, 
Our International Meeting is taking place 

in a turbulent world situation, marred by 
heightened tensions and armed confl icts and 
wars, that has included Europe. As a result, 
world peace and humanity are facing grave 
dangers and challenges that are the biggest 
threats since the Second World War and the 
end of the Cold War.

Facing this very dangerous juncture, 
Communist and Workers’ parties have a 
signifi cant and vital role in defending the 
cause of world peace, at a time when impe-
rialist warmongers and reactionary forces 
are whipping up Cold War hysteria, even 

to the extent of contemplating the use of 
nuclear weapons.

Our Iraqi Communist Party had hoped, 
like other peace-loving forces in the world, 
that the outbreak of war between the Russian 
Federation and Ukraine would be avoided 
and the disputed issues be resolved through 
dialogue, negotiations, and peaceful and 
diplomatic means. While we condemned 
and rejected resorting to the option of war, 
we also condemned the acts of provocation, 
escalation, insistence on expanding NATO 
eastwards, disregarding legitimate Russian 
security concerns, and seeking to besiege 
and encircle Russia militarily by the US and 
NATO members states. The US-NATO plans 
ultimately aim to establish hegemony and 
control over the world, its states, peoples 
and resources, and return it to the climate 
of Cold War and arms race.

We add our voice to those of peace-loving 
forces that have risen around the world, con-
demning this war and calling for it to stop 
immediately, and to resort to negotiations 
under the auspices of the UN, and to seri-
ous dialogue to reach understandings that 
guarantee the interests of all parties, reas-
sure the civilian population and the right of 
all peoples to live in safety and peace, away 
from the scourge and evil of wars.

We believe that this International Meet-
ing can play an active role in developing a 
worldwide campaign to bring an immediate 
end to this war. It should launch an initiative 
to build a broad front of progressive forces 
and social movements, in each country and 
internationally, to mobilise for peace and to 
defeat imperialist warmongers.

Dear Comrades,
The determination by Communist and 

Workers’ parties to resume the annual 
meetings, after the disruption caused by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, testifi es to their vital 
importance as a forum for the exchange of 
ideas and experiences and developing joint 
action.

But this requires urgently addressing 
the shortcomings that this international 

forum continues to face. Both the format 
and content of our International Meetings 
need to be reviewed, in depth, based on a 
critical analysis of accumulated experience, 
with the aim of revitalising this forum, pro-
viding space for our parties to discuss and 
resolve diff erences in views and positions, 
in a comradely atmosphere.

Dear Comrades,  
Since our party’s 11th National Congress 

that was held in Baghdad in November 
2021, under the slogan “For Comprehensive 
Change: A Democratic Civil State and Social 
Justice”, Iraq has witnessed the deepening 
of the all-encompassing structural crisis. 
This crisis is rooted in the existing ethno-
sectarian power-sharing quota system that 
was installed after the US war, invasion and 
occupation and the end of Saddam’s dicta-
torship in 2003.

Following the early elections in October 
2021, a political impasse continued with 
intensifi ed infi ghting among the ruling 
blocs. In the face of mounting popular 
anger and growing protests, fearing the 
possible eruption of another uprising, the 
ruling blocs recently struck a deal to elect a 
new president and then proceed to form a 
new government. But such a government, 
produced by a parliament that lacks rep-
resentative legitimacy (with almost eighty 
per cent of the eligible voters boycotting the 
elections) will only perpetuate the politically 
bankrupt system.

With the continued spread of corrup-
tion, the widening gap between the rich and 
the poor, and the absence of social justice, 
there has been an upsurge in the protest 
movement.

Tens of thousands of protesters came 
out in Baghdad and other provinces on 1st 
October 2022 to mark the third anniversary 
of the October Popular Uprising. The dem-
onstrators denounced endemic corruption, 
political sectarianism and repressive meas-
ures by the government. They renewed the 
just demands that the killers of more than 
800 young peaceful protesters (including 6 

members of our party), during the Uprising, 
must be brought to justice. They also called 
for abolishing armed militias and ensuring 
the independence of the judiciary.

The Iraqi Communist Party has been 
actively involved in eff orts to unite democratic 
forces and achieve unity in action, with the 
aim of changing the balance of forces. A new 
umbrella organisation or front, under the 
name of the “Democratic Forces for Change,” 
is being formed. It held a big conference in 
Baghdad on 15th October 2022, which was 
attended by hundreds of activists of demo-
cratic political forces and movements from 
all over the country. Their vision for change 
includes putting an end to the corrupt govern-
ing system and building a democratic civil 
and prosperous Iraq based on the principle 
of citizenship and social justice.

Only such an alternative can ensure 
that Iraq regains its national sovereignty 
and ends foreign interference in its internal 
aff airs, whether by the US and its allies or 
by regional powers. The recent escalation 
of Turkish and Iranian military aggression 
and attacks on areas in Iraqi Kurdistan are 
further evidence of this continuing foreign 
interference.

Dear Comrades,
On this occasion, we express our high 

appreciation for the internationalist solidar-
ity and support extended by many fraternal 
parties to the Iraqi people, Communists and 
democrats in their just struggle.

While wishing the 22nd International 
Meeting of the Communist and Workers’ 
Parties every success, we once again extend 
our warm greetings to all the delegates, with 
special thanks to the fraternal Communist 
Party of Cuba.

We reaffi  rm our determination to develop 
and strengthen relations with fraternal par-
ties, and with the forces of peace and progress 
in the world, in the joint struggle for peace, 
freedom, democracy, social progress and 
socialism.

CONTRIBUTIONS

Flag of the Iraqi Communist Party. Image: Ermanarich – commons.wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)
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COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
BOHEMIA AND MORAVIA 

(CZECH REPUBLIC)

Dear Comrades!
First of all I would like to express 
militant greetings to all participants 
of the 22nd International Meeting 
of Communist and Workers Parties 
on behalf of the Communist Party of 
Bohemia and Moravia from the Czech 
Republic. Our thanks belong to the 
Communist Party of Cuba for host-
ing this important event. We appreci-
ate heroic Cuban people not only for 
their great hospitality but also for an 
example it gives us by its struggle for 
its national sovereignty and social-
ism face to face imperialism and it’s 
aggressiveness.

The last three decades in the Czech 
Republic have been marked by the counter-
revolutionary overthrow of socialism and 
destruction of the common federal Czechoslo-
vakian socialist state of our peoples. Means 
of production and natural resources, were 
robbed from the people and its state; they 
together with labour power itself were given 
at the disposal of monopolies.

At the turn of the century, the country 
was fully subordinated to foreign monopoly 
capital and its imperialist structures – NATO 
and the European Union. Together with an 
increase in the share of foreign capital in 
most profi table industries and banks, the 
outfl ow of the exploited surplus from our 
country also increased. The ruling class 
of the Czech Republic, the capitalist and 
comprador classes became co-responsible 
to the crimes of imperialism – starting with 
bombing of Yugoslavia, which was followed 
by aggressions against Afghanistan, Iraq, 
Libya, Syria and many others.

Currently, since the last election one year 
ago, a right-wing government was installed 
with strong ties to imperialist centres. It 
strongly supports the dangerous development 

of imperialism in Europe and in the world. 
In the monopolist “competition,” telecom-
munications, healthcare products, energy and 
military equipment are bought in bulk almost 
exclusively from United States monopolies; 
competitors are excluded, at high prices and 
with doubtful eff ects. Step by step, censor-
ship and political repression are enforced. 
We are facing an ongoing anti-communist 
campaign demonstrated for example by 
destructions of monuments dedicated to 
the antifascist struggle particularly to the 
Red Army and generally by rewriting of his-
tory. Prices of living for workers and large 
families are quickly hiking with the price 
of energy and food at the forefront. For the 
coming winter, there is great danger of lack 
of heating, electricity outages as well as the 
fall of a great many families into poverty. 
The capitalist ruling class has bought the 
largest segment of our country to the edge 
of catastrophe.

Never before was the intervention of 
the Communist Party in popular struggle 
so necessary. However the Communist 
Party of Bohemia and Moravia is in a hard 
situation – it lost its parliamentary seats 
in the last election. This is a result of the 
long anti-communist struggle of capitalist 
power combined with mistakes of the party 
and weaknesses on the organisational side. 
These subjective reasons were refl ected in 
extraordinary congress in October 2021 dis-
cussion and change in the leadership of the 
party. The 11th congress, which was held in 
May 2022, made the statement addressing 
current issues of price hikes, lack of homes, 
warmongering, crisis, exploitation and lack 
of energy. It demands:
• Public-funded construction of new 

homes, regulation of rents and limits on 
speculation with houses and fl ats.

• Rise of minimum wage as well as 
general wage level and reduction of 
working week to thirty-fi ve hour without 
loss of salaries. Decent retirement 
pensions; education and health care free 
of charge.

• Self-suffi  cient agriculture; zero Value 
Added Taxes on basic food and services. 
Price capping on energy and fuel prices, 
possibility of limits on exports of scarce 
commodities.

• State control of production and 
distribution of electricity and storing 
natural gas.

• Fight with poverty and capitalist profi ts 
gained from it.

• Peaceful foreign policy, leaving the 
aggressive NATO pact, prohibition of 
foreign military bases.

• Enforcing popular rights, eg 
constitutional law of referendum – 
specifi cally about leaving the European 
Union.

Communist Party of Bohemia and Mora-
via on the congress concludes that the causes 
of the current crisis are systemic. It is a capi-
talist system and the future lies outside this 
exploitative and oppressive system which 
causes war. A socialist society is the only 
alternative. Recently, the Communist Party 
of Bohemia and Moravia entered popular 
mobilisations and struggles against price 
hikes and against the current government 
agenda, co-organised protests and partici-
pated in others.

A signifi cant part of our activities is ori-
ented to international issues based on the 
struggle against imperialism and its wars, 
for peace and solidarity. We always express 
our full solidarity with peoples that defend 
their sovereignty and national independence, 
resisting colonialism, occupation, destabi-
lisation, blockade, aggression by imperial-
ism, like Cuba, Korea, Venezuela, Palestine, 
Syria, and others.

Regarding today’s confl ict in Eastern 
Europe the Communist Party of Bohemia 
and Moravia continuously emphasises its 
long-lasting demand for a solution of the 
situation in Ukraine by a peaceful way and 
insists on the termination of all military 
operations that are in contradiction with 
international law.

At the same time, the Communist Party 

of Bohemia and Moravia is bringing into 
attention the fact that the guilty side for 
the current situation is not by far only the 
Russian Federation, but the United States, 
European Union and NATO military pact 
that are standing behind the Kiev regime 
that has been responsible for eight years 
murdering the inhabitants of Donbas. The 
actual confrontation cannot be separated 
either from its historical roots, that go 
back thirty years, when the Soviet Union 
ceased to exist, resulting in the following 
expansion of NATO into the Central and 
Eastern Europe and state coup d´etat on 
Maidan in 2014. The system reason of this 
phenomenon is a promotion of economic 
and political interests of the super-powers 
and their rivalry for the redistribution of 
the spheres of infl uence, which is directly 
interconnected with military interventions, 
threat by using the force, imposing embar-
goes and interference in the internal aff airs 
of the sovereign states.

The Communist Party of Bohemia and 
Moravia supports all the initiatives leading 
to the peaceful solution of the Ukrainian 
confl ict and safeguarding of peace and 
security in Europe in accordance with the 
principles of international law, Charter of 
the United Nations, and the Final Act of the 
Conference for security and cooperation in 
Europe. On the long-time base, the Com-
munist Party of Bohemia and Moravia is 
striving for a new security architecture of 
Europe, including all the European states, 
aiming to stop further war tragedies on 
the continent.

Finally, Comrades, I would like to once 
again express our thanks to the Cuban com-
munists for hosting the 22nd International 
Meeting of Communist and Workers Parties, 
the important event in our common struggle 
against imperialism and war, for the world of 
peace, justice, solidarity and social progress 
– for the world of socialism.

Long live international solidarity!
Long live the international communist 

and workers’ movement! 

S TO IMCWP 2022

Flag of the Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia. Image: ThecentreCZ – commons.wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)
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At last year’s COP26 climate 
conference, Canada signed the 
landmark Glasgow Statement 
and agreed to stop public fund-
ing for fossil fuel projects. Such 
a move would mark a big step 
toward green conversion, as it 
would both discourage fossil 
fuel reliance and free up pub-
lic funding for zero- or low-
impact energy projects.

Unsurprisingly, the government 
has still not delivered on this pledge. 
Heading into this year’s COP27 
conference, Canada was the world’s 
largest public fi nancer of fossil fuel 
projects. On average, $13 billion in 
public money goes into propping up 
Big Oil and Big Gas – that’s nearly 
forty per cent of the total for all the 
countries who signed the Glasgow 
Statement.

According to Environmental 
Defence, the Canadian govern-
ment has already ponied up $15.6 
billion in fossil fuel subsidies this 
year. Most of that – $12 billion 
– has gone to the controversial 
TransMountain pipeline which 
has been widely opposed by Indig-
enous nations, environmentalists 
and others.

So much for the Glasgow 
Statement.

The other key area of Canada’s 
apparent climate “plan” is military 
spending. The Department of 
National Defence (DND) is expected 
to soak up around $30 billion this 
year and the government commit-
ted to adding $8 billion on top of 
already planned increases over the 
next fi ve years.

By 2026, the expected DND 

budget will be over $40 billion, 
ensuring that one of the govern-
ment’s biggest portfolios will also 
be its dirtiest (environmentally, 
at least). According to the 2017 
defence policy review, DND “repre-
sents more than half of the Govern-
ment of Canada’s greenhouse gas 
emissions.” Yet, military bases and 
operations remain exempt from the 
government’s emission reduction 
targets, meaning they are free (and 
funded) to grow.

All too often, calls for cuts to 
fossil fuel funding and military 
spending are met with claims that 
this will lead to massive job loss. 
That’s true, of course, if the point of 
the exercise were to simply cut the 
budgets. But that’s not the point at 
all – the objective is to divert public 
funding from those harmful and 
high impact areas so that it can be 
reinvested in socially useful and low 
impact industries and services. This 
approach can be a winner in terms 
of climate justice and in terms of 
job creation.

Of renewable sources of electric-
ity in Canada, the dominant one 
apart from hydro is wind power. 
Construction costs are in the area 
of $2 million per MWh. From a 
strictly watts-per-dollar perspective, 
Canada’s $15.6 billion in fossil fuel 
funding could instead be used as 
a one-time expense to build wind 
farms with approximately 8 GWh 
of standing capacity. Upon com-
pletion of construction (typically 
two-three years) this infrastructure 
would immediately eliminate over 
55 percent of the fossil fuel elec-
tricity generation in Canada. A 50 
per cent cut to the bloated military 
budget would provide funding to 
eliminate the remainder of fossil 
fuel generation.

But what does this mean for job 
creation? Without a doubt, building 
electrical infrastructure has a com-
pound eff ect on industrial devel-
opment, far beyond what military 

procurement can ever boast. The 
recent Henvey Inlet Wind Power 
development cost around $1 bil-
lion and employed more than 1000 
workers on site during its construc-
tion period of 1.5 years (which, in 
turn created about $25 million in 
direct economic activity for the local 
community). Ongoing operations 
sustain 20 on-site jobs.

Similar wind farm projects have 
comparable job creation fi gures 
per dollar spent, so it is reasonable 
to assume that the $15.6 billion 
reinvestment of fossil fuel subsi-
dies would generate in the area of 
15,000-16,000 jobs during con-
struction. The estimated number of 
sustained jobs (after construction) 
would be lower, around 300. How-
ever, since electricity infrastructure 
is both a revenue generator and an 
industrial stimulant, the spin off  
eff ect would be strong.

This is the kind of working-
class approach to environmental 
and climate justice that we need. 
Unfortunately, the Canadian gov-
ernment isn’t taking this path, and 
is instead committed to making 
grand pronouncements while 
continuing to funnel public money 
into the planet-killing coff ers of the 
fossil fuel giants.

The question for labour and 
progressives is, “How do we change 
this?”

Simply put, the labour move-
ment and its allies (especially 
Indigenous people, peace, and 

environmental organisations) 
must unite and mobilise around 
a combination of economic and 
political positions that put working 
people and the environment ahead 
of profi ts. These positions include a 
commitment to decarbonising the 
economy through decisive govern-
ment intervention; a labour policy 
that is centred around creating 
well-paid union jobs in sustainable 
industries, a foreign policy based 
on peace and disarmament rather 
than militarism and aggression, 
including withdrawal from NATO; 
a shorter work week with no loss in 
take home pay and job and income 
guarantees for workers displaced 
through a green conversion.

These kinds of positions are 
absolutely essential to achieve 
anything approaching climate 
and environmental justice with 
some semblance of fairness for 
working people, their families 
and their communities. But they 
will not be achieved without a 
mass struggle, led by labour in 
alliance with Indigenous people, 
the environmental movement, 
peace organisations and many 
other groups.

The alternative is for the gov-
ernment to prioritise fossil fuel 
corporate profi ts and arms spend-
ing, continuing the massive shift of 
wealth from working people to the 
ruling elite and imperilling human-
ity in the process.
People’s Voice 

COP27: CANADA’S CLIMATE PLAN 
– FOSSIL FUEL SUBSIDIES AND 

MILITARY SPENDING

www.cubabrigade.org.au

Photo: People’s Voice

The Canadian government 
is committed to making grand 

pronouncements while continuing 
to funnel public money into 
the planet-killing coffers of 

the fossil fuel giants.
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Establishment media have seized on 
protests over COVID lockdowns to 
rehearse their favourite anti-China 
narratives.

Ever since the world’s fi rst COVID out-
break in Wuhan, the virus has been used as 
a stick to beat China.

Donald Trump cynically portrayed the 
pandemic as a Chinese weapon – “the worst 
attack we’ve ever had on our country […] 
worse than Pearl Harbour.”

Trump’s ravings were seldom taken seri-
ously even by US allies. But the resurrection 
of the “lab leak” conspiracy theory by the 
Joe Biden administration made it respect-
able, and the judgement of a World Health 
Organisation scientifi c team, that the virus 
likely evolved in bats and was “extremely 
unlikely” to have originated in a laboratory, 
was howled down.

As one British member of the team com-
plained, “it’s disappointing to spend time 
with journalists explaining key fi ndings ... 
to see our colleagues selectively misquoted 
to fi t a narrative that was prescribed before 
the work began.”

Since Western governments have moved 
on from COVID, the focus has shifted from 
trying to blame China for the virus to attack-
ing its zero-COVID policy.

Clearly resumed lockdowns are causing 
genuine anger in some places. The Chinese 
government has recognised the problems 
caused by a “one size fi ts all” approach: 
reminding authorities in Henan’s capital 
Zhengzhou for example of the exceptions 
that need to be made to stay-home orders 
and rebuking police in Anhui for over-strict 
enforcement of quarantine.

But Western reportage is misleading. 
Top billing on the BBC implies protests on 
a far larger scale than is actually the case: 
just as in 2019 when riots in Hong Kong 
received blanket coverage while far more 
serious police violence against the Yellow 
Vests in France was downplayed, any sign 
of dissatisfaction in China is exaggerated for 
political reasons.

China watchers have noted the role of 
mistranslation in attributing broader politi-
cal aims to the protests: that “jiefeng” (lift 
the lockdown) has been rendered “jiefang” 
(liberate), or that calls to loosen COVID 
restrictions in Xinjiang have been por-
trayed as calls to “free Xinjiang” to reinforce 
Western claims of Chinese oppression in 
the region.

We should also look at the bigger picture. 
China has eff ectively contained COVID-19, 
suppressing outbreaks through rapid local-
ised lockdowns. The result is a death rate of 
10.38 per million. 

The British rate is 2,668.64 per million 

– British citizens have been 257 times more 
likely to die from COVID than Chinese. The 
fact that this disparity is treated as irrelevant 
by most commentators says something 
unpleasant about how little our society values 
the lives of vulnerable and elderly people.

The limited economic impact of China’s 
short, targeted lockdowns is obscured by 
Western crowing about a slowing in China’s 
GDP growth rate, which seems bizarre given 
it still comfortably outpaces all Western 
economies. 

Coverage rarely mentions the fact that 
slower growth is a deliberate part of China’s 
economic planning, refl ecting Xi Jinping’s 

shift of emphasis from growth at any cost 
to development that limits inequality and 
protects the environment. 

Those who dismiss these stated goals as 
propaganda ignore palpable evidence that 
they are serious: only a government prepared 
to sacrifi ce economic output for long-term 
sustainability would have enacted a policy 
such as the 10-year ban on fi shing in the 
Yangtze river imposed last year to allow 
wildlife to recover, a measure that saw the 
authorities allocate billions to creating new 
employment for the 231,000 people who 
relied on fi shing China’s biggest river for 
their livelihoods.

To an excitable Western commentariat 
loyally plugging the new cold war line set in 
Washington, Beijing’s zero-COVID policy is 
evidence of its paranoid authoritarianism.

The government has repeatedly adapted 
its approach, and recent protests may prompt 
further revision. But the fact remains that by 
comparison with Britain or any other Western 
country, China’s strategy has saved millions 
of lives. We should be wary of mocking it 
or presenting our governments’ record as 
somehow superior.
Morning Star 

ZERO-COVID AND THE CHINA 
PROTESTS: LOOK AT 

THE BIGGER PICTURE

“We work together and will eventually control the disease.” A barricade with an anti-COVID slogan in an blocked alley entrance in Lushunkou 
Dist., Dalian City, Liaoning Province, China. Photo: Super Wang – commons.wikimedia.org (CC BY-SA 4.0)

The top four US overseas bases 
with the highest asset value 
are located in Japan. This was 
revealed in the FY2022 Base 
Structure Report that the US 
Department of Defense recent-
ly released.

The report shows that the 
Kadena Air Base (Okinawa Pref.) 
comes top with about 19.7 billion 
US dollars (about 2.8 trillion yen) 
in asset value followed by the Yoko-
suka Naval Base (Kanagawa Pref.), 
the Iwakuni Air Station (Yamaguchi 
Pref.), and the Misawa Air Base 

(Aomori Pref.). The Yokota Air 
Base (Tokyo) ranked sixth.

The total asset value of US 
military installations in Japan 
amounts to about 147.4 billion US 
dollars (about 20.6 trillion yen), 
equivalent to about three times the 
total value of US military facilities 
in Germany and about four times 
of that in South Korea.

According to the report, 489 or 
about ninety per cent of the 544 US 
military installations abroad are 
categorised as small-scale bases 
whose property appraisal values are 

not high. Out of the 35 large-scale 
bases whose properties are worth 
more than about 2.4 billion US 
dollars (about 338.1 billion yen), 16 
facilities (almost half) are in Japan.

After WW2, the United States 
as a victor country installed bases 
abroad, building a global base 
network. However, since many 
countries regarded the stationing of 
foreign military in peacetime as an 
infringement of their sovereignty, 
the US administration signifi cantly 
scaled down the number of its bases 
abroad.

In contrast, the Japanese 
government believes that the US 
military in Japan plays a role as a 
deterrent and that it is indispensa-
ble for Japan to maintain the US 
bases. Japan pays the costs needed 
for the maintenance and improve-
ment of the US bases in Japan and 
even for the relocation of part of 
Okinawa-based US Marines to 
Guam with the use of the so-called 
“sympathy budget.”

Now that strike capabilities 
of surrounding states, including 
China, have improved, Japan is 

within missile strike range. If a 
military confl ict involving the US 
military occurs in East Asia, US 
military bases in Japan will become 
targets.

The Japanese government 
should be aware that continuing 
to use taxpayers’ money to host US 
bases constitutes a renunciation of 
its sovereignty and puts Japanese 
land and people at heightened risk.
Japan Press Weekly 

TOP 4 US OVERSEAS BASES WITH HIGHEST 
ASSET VALUE ARE LOCATED IN JAPAN
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Tommy McKearney

There is a German word, 
schadenfreude, meaning to 
take pleasure from another’s 
misfortunes. Watching the con-
vulsions wracking the British 
Conservative Party, this writer 
is surely not alone in experi-
encing a large degree of that 
same feeling. Not since the 
Suez crisis of 1956 has a Brit-
ish government found itself in 
such turmoil; never before has 
the Tory party been subjected 
to such self-infl icted ridicule.

It could hardly be otherwise. 
Daily u-turning, Cabinet ministers 
sacked within weeks of taking offi  ce, 
the spectacle of physical-force, 
yes, physical-force Conservatism, 
employed to whip reluctant MPs 
through the parliamentary voting 
lobby – all this topped off  with a 
prime-ministerial resignation after 
a mere forty-four days in Down-
ing Street.

Yet, in spite of this uniquely 
English farce, what has happened 
in London is more than a political 
party drama. It is actually sympto-
matic of a global crisis in capitalism.

Setting aside for a moment 
the Westminster theatricals, the 
underlying cause of the Liz Truss 
premiership fi asco was not simply 
personality clashes: it was instead 
the consequence of a failed and 
indeed futile attempt by ultra-con-
servatives to fi nd a British solution 
to the wider problems of capitalism 
in its neoliberal phase.

What we now identify as neolib-
eralism is capitalism as shaped by 
Milton Friedman and the University 
of Chicago, working on behalf of 
the US State Department. Worked 
up originally to combat the Soviet 
Union’s infl uence over the inter-
national working class and there-
after to break trade union power, 
it gained global recognition as the 
economic policy of Pinochet’s Chile. 
Hardly surprising, therefore, that 
it appealed to and was enthusias-
tically adopted by Ronald Reagan 
and Margaret Thatcher.

Capitalism by its very nature is 
“red in tooth and claw.” Neoliberal-
ism applies this with a vengeance 
as it uses state power to enforce 
ruthless free-market policies and 
practices. Heavy-handed action is 
deliberately taken to undermine 
and degrade trade union strength, 
public services are diminished 
through privatisation, and savage 
cuts to the social wage in general 
do damage to any existing welfare 
safety net. A central element of 
this strategy is huge tax cuts for 
the rich, specifi cally designed to 
reduce the budget for social infra-
structure, such as public housing, 
health services, and care facilities 
for children and the elderly.

The objective is blunt and 
brutal: to enhance and ensure the 
privilege and power of the ruling 
class through a conscious policy 
of crushing all constraints on its 
accumulation of wealth. The mantra 
is to remove all restrictions on the 
free market, with the obvious corol-
lary that no steps will be taken to 
protect indigenous industry or to 
hinder the free movement of capital.

So how has the system worked 
out for its proponents? Well, for a 
number of decades all seemed to be 
going according to plan. Its leading 

practitioners, Reagan and Thatcher, 
had emasculated organised labour, 
reduced state intervention through-
out society, and minimised fi nancial 
regulations. Meanwhile the fi nancial 
sector alone was expanding, and 
to such an extent that in Britain, 
for example, it now accounts for a 
quarter of annual GDP.

Inevitably, though, this led 
to the off shoring or outsourcing 
of large chunks of the economy, 
particularly by American and Brit-
ish “entrepreneurs” greedy to take 
advantage of lower-wage econo-
mies. Along with coal mines and 
steel mills, manufacturing indus-
tries in both established engineer-
ing and emerging high-tech sectors 
were either closed down or moved 
abroad.

China, with its stable govern-
ment and large, well-educated 
population, met many of the needs 
of the above. Moreover, before 
the collapse of the USSR, off ering 
China a reciprocal trade agree-
ment with the G7 appeared to 
off er a tool for separating it from 
Moscow. However, as we now 
know, this has assisted China in 
developing its manufacturing and 
technological capacity to such a 
degree that its economy is on the 
verge of overtaking that of the 
United States. Ominously, from a 
Western ruling-class standpoint, 
this trajectory is disturbingly 
reminiscent of the economic rise 
of nineteenth-century Britain and 
twentieth-century North America.

For the hard-headed and prag-
matic elements among capitalism’s 
ruling class, this has presented two 
major threats to their system’s 
global hegemony.

In the fi rst instance, a reduction 
in living standards for so many in 
working-class communities as 
a result of deliberate neoliberal 
policies has caused widespread 
resentment against those in power. 
So far this discontent has largely 
manifested itself as an almost aim-
less populism, albeit often with 
reactionary leanings. However, 
more recently there is evidence that 
progressive organised labour is re-
emerging and asserting itself. And 
while populism threatens stability, 
workers acting in concert raise 
an altogether diff erent potential 
scenario.

Secondly, for capitalism’s strat-
egists a huge threat is posed in the 
long term by the loss of manufac-
turing capacity, especially that 
involving advanced technological 
production. While some elements of 
neoliberalism believe that fi nancial 
services are an adequate substitute 
for manufacturing, the evidence 
proves otherwise. China’s grow-
ing economic power and global 
infl uence testify to this fact and, 
incidentally, explain the real reason 
for Washington and its allies’ hos-
tility towards China.

The response by Western capi-
talism has largely been dictated and 
led by the leading imperial power, 
the United States. This has taken 
the form of an economic onslaught 
against China, under the pretext 
that the People’s Republic is an 
authoritarian state bent on war 
with Taiwan and global domina-
tion thereafter. By denying China’s 
exports access to overseas markets, 
the plan is (a) to stymie its develop-
ment and (b) to use its absence to 

encourage indigenous manufactur-
ing in the West.

In tandem with economic sanc-
tions is a policy of geopolitical and 
military encirclement of China and 
its allies. Hence the enormous mili-
tary and material support for the 
war in Ukraine.

While the policy of undermin-
ing China and its allies gained 
widespread support within the 
capitalist West (including with the 
servile Dublin government), there 
was less unanimity about modify-
ing a crucial tenet of neoliberalism, 
namely state intervention in the 
economy.

Since at least the 1930s, prag-
matic free-market economists have 
recognised the need to occasionally 
intervene to save capitalism from 
itself. Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New 
Deal and in Britain the Keyne-
sian approach were based on this 
understanding. For some there is 
no questioning the need for this 
strategy. The French government 

recently intervened to nationalise 
the electricity company Électricité 
de France, while Germany nation-
alised its biggest gas importer, 
Uniper.

However, there is no similar 
acceptance among the ruling class 
in the United States and Britain. 
Joe Biden’s attempt to repeat the 
Roosevelt strategy with his “Build 
Back Better” plan was sabotaged 
from within his own party by 
Senators Joe Manchin and Kyrsten 
Sinema.

Which brings us back to the 
political crisis in Britain, the 
origin of which lay in the country’s 
fl oundering economy and lack of 
growth. Fixated on Thatcherite 
ideology, debate within the gov-
erning party was not about limited 
state intervention but rather on 
the speed at which to introduce 
a continuation of its neoliberal 
agenda. Liz Truss and her sup-
porters ignored the advice of some 
within the Conservative Party. 

Throwing caution to the winds, 
they went for broke and, ironically, 
were broken by the very market 
forces they advocated.

Riven as the Tory party is 
between its bitterly divided factions, 
there seems little possibility now 
that a viable economic programme 
can emerge from within the current 
British government. This poses a 
threat to the British economy as 
sought by British capital.

Ironically, rescue may arrive 
for them from a diff erent quarter. 
The Financial Times has taken to 
advocating an immediate general 
election. With opinion polls clearly 
indicating only one outcome, this 
means the newspaper of stockbro-
kers and bankers is looking to Keir 
Starmer to save them and their 
economic system.

Maybe on refl ection schaden-
freude was the wrong word: perhaps 
it’s more a case of who or what can 
spare us from such a prospect.
Socialist Voice 

CAPITALISM
RED IN TOOTH AND CLAW

The mantra is to remove all restrictions on the free market, with the obvious corollary that no steps will be 
taken to protect indigenous industry or to hinder the free movement of capital. Two of its leading practitioners 
– President Reagan and Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher (Camp David, 1986). Photo: National Archives and 
Records Administration – public domain.
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At least fi ve dead. More than 
two dozen others injured. 
The LGBTQ community again 
shattered.

The mass shooting at Club Q 
in Colorado Springs late Saturday 
(19-11-2022) night has echoes of 
the June 2016 Pulse nightclub 
attack in Orlando, where forty-
nine people were murdered. We 
can only be grateful the damage 
done by the gunman in this latest 
incident, Anderson Lee Aldrich, 
was more limited.

The date of the attack – the eve 
of Trans Day of Remembrance, 
honouring the victims of anti-trans 
violence – seems to have been 
chosen intentionally.

Reports have it that two people 
present sprang into action to 
defend the crowd as bullets tore 
through the air, disarming the 
shooter, beating him with his own 
gun, and restraining him until 
police arrived.

“It’s an incredible act of hero-
ism,” Colorado Springs Mayor 
John Suthers told the Associated 
Press. Police Chief Adrian Vasquez 
said, “We owe them a great debt of 
gratitude.”

Certainly, their resistance 
should be applauded, but no one 
out for a night at the bar with 
friends should have to be on edge, 
prepared to fi ght for their lives at 
any moment.

Seth Stang, a 34-year-old trans 
man who counts two friends among 
the dead said outside a makeshift 
memorial at Club Q on Sunday:

“It’s like having a bucket of hot 
water dumped on you […]. I’m just 
tired of running out of places where 
we can exist safely.”

But that is the reality for queer 
people in America when a constant 
bombardment of hatred and scape-
goating is rained down on them by 
the fascist wing of the Republican 
Party and its Evangelical base.

That point was driven home for 
this writer just this past summer 
in small-town Oklahoma, where, 
for the fi rst time, I saw the host of 
a drag show wearing a pistol in a 
holster on his hip. The absurd thing 
is that such an action didn’t seem 
unwarranted by anyone present. 
It was a symbol of the normalisa-
tion of living in constant fear, like 
children accustomed to the notion 

that a school shooting could occur 
in their classrooms.

Authorities say Aldrich has been 
tight-lipped since being taken into 
custody, sharing no hints of his 
motive. Speculation is of course 
swirling as to whether family 
politics might have played a role; 
his grandfather is California State 
Assemblyman Randy Voepel, a 
confi rmed MAGA Trumpite.

Voepel cheered on Trump’s 
6th January 2021, coup attempt, 
comparing it to the American Revo-
lutionary War. “This is Lexington 
and Concord. First shots fired 
against tyranny,” Voepel told the 
San Diego Union-Tribune at the 
time. “Tyranny will follow in the 
aftermath of the Biden swear-in 
on 20th January.”

Even if Voepel’s politics did 
infl uence his grandson’s decision to 
become a mass murderer, the Cali-
fornia lawmaker is just one soldier 
in the rightwing’s army of hate. All 
the leaders of this fascist movement 
have blood on their hands after 
what happened at Club Q.

Rep. Lauren Boebert, who 
represents Colorado in the House 
of Representatives, off ered her 
“prayers” Sunday morning. Typi-
cal. She has spent years vilifying 
LGBTQ people, calling Muslim 
members of Congress “the jihad 
squad,” celebrating gun culture, 
and spreading QAnon conspiracy 
nonsense. But when the violence 
fi nally explodes, she pretends to 
be a caring Christian.

Boebert was intimately involved 
in the 6th Jan. eff ort to destroy US 
democracy. She led a pre-attack 
tour for one of the groups that 
invaded the Capitol, and she voted 
against certifying the 2020 election 
results. She barely won re-election 
in the midterms earlier this month, 
nearly becoming a casualty when 
the GOP’s “red wave” failed to 
materialise.

Anti-gay and anti-trans rhetoric 
has been a building block of Boe-
bert’s political career. She called 
the Equality Act – a bill that would 
make LGBTQ rights permanent – 
an eff ort to enforce the “supremacy 
of gays, lesbians, and transvestites.”

Boebert says LGBTQ people are 
“perverting” America and that no 
kid should be allowed to come out 
until they are 21. When schools off er 
LGBTQ-inclusive curricula, she calls 
it a case of “the Left grooming our 

kids” sexually. “Take your children 
to CHURCH, not drag bars,” she 
tweeted.

The rogues’ gallery of Repub-
lican hatemongers include many 
more besides Boebert, though. Flor-
ida Gov. Ron DeSantis, determined 
to out-Trump Trump, pushed his 
“Don’t Say Gay” bill into law just 
months ago, making it illegal to 
mention sexual orientation or 
gender identity in the classroom. 
He’s almost guaranteed to seek the 
Republican nomination for presi-
dent in 2024.

The right-wing propaganda 
machine amplifi es and repeats the 
hatred of these elected offi  cials. Fox 
News commentators Tucker Carl-
son and Laura Ingraham regularly 
make anti-trans and anti-gay hit 
jobs a feature of their programs. 
“Liberals are sexually grooming 
elementary students,” scream the 
TV headlines. “Puberty blockers 
are not healthcare.”

The constant promotion of a 
political agenda saturated with the 
demonisation of a particular group 
and then the outbreak of violence 
against that group cannot be sepa-
rated. One begets the other – just 
look at the history of fascism.

There is a direct correlation 
between the far-right, Evangeli-
cal wing of the Republican Party 
waging a “culture war” against 
trans kids and drag queens and the 
shooting that happened in Colorado 
Springs. The leaders of the GOP 
helped cause this.

As Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-
Cortez said Sunday, referring to 
Boebert and others in the GOP, 
“You have played a major role in 
elevating anti-LGBT+ rhetoric and 
anti-trans lies while spending your 
time in Congress blocking even the 
most common-sense gun safety 
laws. You don’t get to ‘thoughts 
and prayers’ your way out of this. 
Look inward and change.”

But we have no reason to expect 
Boebert and the rest to change their 
ways. Their entire careers have 
been built on this kind of hatred 
and division. As for gun laws, with 
a Republican majority set to take 
charge of the House in January, 
there will be no movement on that 
issue, either.

But even the gun laws already 
on the books can only work if local 
law enforcement and prosecutors 
enforce them. A year and a half ago, 

Aldrich, this weekend’s shooter, 
was arrested for threatening his 
mother with a bomb. The entire 
neighbourhood had to be evacuated, 
and police spent hours negotiating 
with Aldrich to convince him to 
surrender.

But did prosecutors charge 
him with kidnapping or menacing? 
Apparently not. And did authorities 
trigger Colorado’s “red fl ag” law, an 
ordinance allowing them to seize 
the weapons of persons deemed a 
danger to themselves or others? 
No. Aldrich was allowed to keep the 
guns and ammunition he possessed 
when he took his mother captive.

No one can say whether trigger-
ing the red fl ag law against Aldrich 
would have prevented his attack on 
Club Q with an AR15-style assault 
rifl e, but there’s the possibility fi ve 
lives might have been saved.

Today, we mourn the lives lost 
in yet another mass murder. Six 
years after the Pulse massacre, 
the amount of work to be done to 
combat the hatred of the right is 
even greater.

The Equality Act still hasn’t 
made it out of Congress, stalled in 
the Senate since February 2021. 
Anti-trans and anti-gay bills litter 
the agendas of state legislatures 
across the country. Too many 
transphobic, homophobic, racist, 
and Islamophobic politicians and 
preachers still have platforms to 
spread their hatred.

“I could have lost my life – over 
what?” asked survivor Joshua Thur-
man, who hid in a dressing room 
to escape the gunman Saturday 
night. “What was the purpose? We 
were just enjoying ourselves. We 
weren’t out harming anyone. We 
were in our space, our community, 
our home.”

But this is not just a commu-
nity of victims. Queer people – in 
all their racial, ethnic, national, 
sexual, and gender diversity – are 
also fi ghters. We have to be in order 
to survive.

While Republicans like Boebert 
and DeSantis mimic fi gures like 
Hitler and Goebbels, we should 
look to the queer anti-fascists who 
fought back against these Republi-
can role models. People like Willem 
Arondeus, an openly gay member of 
the anti-Nazi resistance in German-
occupied Holland during World 
War II. Because of his sexuality, for 
decades his name rarely appeared 
in the history books.

However, Arondeus was one 
of the most dedicated and creative 
organisers of the Dutch Under-
ground. In 1943, he and a group 
of resistance fi ghters – including 
other gay and lesbian comrades – 
blew up a public records building 
containing documents that the 
Gestapo used to track down Dutch 
Jews and other targeted groups.

Arrested and put on trial, 
Arondeus remained defi ant. His 
message to the fascists just before 
they executed him: “Homosexuals 
are not cowards.”

That is still true today, as the 
two courageous Club Q patrons who 
took down Aldrich in the midst of 
his shooting spree showed. Queer 
people are not cowards, and we will 
unite with other oppressed people 
and allies to take down those who 
want to commit violence against 
us. And using our ballots, we will 
take down those who encourage 
that violence – in 2024 and every 
time the polls are open.
People’s World 
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Taiwan residents’ choices, which made 
the Democratic Progressive Party (DPP) 
lose its key places like Taipei, Taoyuan 
and Hsinchu in the island’s local elec-
tions, as observers see, were a loud 
“No” to DPP authorities’ policies on 
a wide range of topics related to peo-
ple’s livelihoods including the chaot-
ic COVID-19 response and the failure 
to rein in rising prices, and also dem-
onstrated that Tsai Ing-wen’s “China 
threat bet” has backfi red.

Such results proved the mainstream 
public opinion on the island was for peace, 
Chinese mainland authorities on Taiwan 
aff airs stated on Saturday 26th November, 
while vowing to continue working with the 
Taiwan people to promote peaceful devel-
opment of cross-Straits relations and fi rmly 
oppose “Taiwan independence” and external 
interference.

The DPP got fi ve out of twenty-one posts 
of “city mayors” and “county chiefs” and the 
Kuomintang (KMT) grasped thirteen. In the 
six “special municipalities,” namely New 
Taipei, Taipei, Taoyuan, Taichung, Tainan 
and Kaohsiung, four were in the KMT’s hands 
while the DPP kept Tainan and Kaohsiung 
in the south.

The Taiwan People’s Party, founded in 
2019, got Hsinchu, and the other two posts 
went to people without party affi  liations, 
according to Taiwan-based media.

The election results were broadly in line 
with anticipations and the scenario in the 
2018 local elections.

DPP’s loss of northern Taiwan, where 
campaign eff orts were concentrated for both 
parties, prompted Tsai Ing-wen to resign as 
the DPP chair, but she will continue to serve 
as the regional leader until 2024, according 
to Reuters.

Tsai had recast the election as being 
more than a local vote, saying the world 
is watching how Taiwan island defends its 
democracy amid tensions with the mainland, 
but the strategy “failed to pay off  and win 
public support, Reuters said.

Wang Jianmin, a senior cross-Straits 
expert at Minnan Normal University in East 
China’s Fujian Province, told the Global 
Times that the DPP has lost people’s sup-
port because of its failures in handling many 
internal aff airs concerning public livelihoods 
and frequent scandals violating “values” it 
boasted about.

Corruption, black gold politics and 
nepotism severely violated what the DPP 
had pledged to the people, Wang said, 
and he cited in particular the academic 
integrity scandal of ex-Hsinchu mayor Lin 
Chih-chien.

Lin’s degree and diploma were revoked 
by the Chung Hua University for serious 
plagiarism in his master’s thesis, the island’s 
media reported in August.

Though Lin later quit the election for 
Taoyuan, the scandal “severely frustrated 
the young generation, DPP’s traditional vote 
base” and the new candidate was seen to 

be “in same camp of Lin” and lost political 
integrity, Wang said.

Analysts also agreed that it was unsur-
prising that the DPP authorities cannot grab 
Taipei when they nominated Chen Shih-
chung as the mayor candidate despite public 
disapproval of him. Chen’s performance in 
COVID control as regional health authority 
chief has irritated many.

Lin, Chen and many other DPP offi  cials 
who were given no or lenient punishment for 
severe violations put the spotlight on DPP’s 
double standards, dubbed as “Green (DPP) 
can but you can’t,” which ordinary people 
resent, Wang said.

Zheng Boyu, vice president of the Beijing-
based Taiwan Youth Council Beijing Associa-
tion for Taiwan Enterprises, said the voting 
rate was quite low this year.

In the six “special municipalities,” aver-
age voting rate marked a new of 60.17 per 
cent, a 6per cent points drop from 2018, 
local media reported.

Such a phenomenon underscored that 
people have low faith in the DPP authorities 
and doubted whether the local elections can 
bring about positive changes to their lives, 
Zheng told the Global Times on Sunday.

Tsai and the DPP authorities have in 
many cases sacrifi ced the interests of ordinary 
people and local companies to please exter-
nal forces and accumulate political capital.

The DPP authorities in February relaxed 
a ban on food imports from Japan’s fi ve pre-
fectures around the site of the 2011 Fuku-
shima nuclear disaster. The “nuclear food,” as 
Taiwan residents call it, fi nally got approved 
after being banned for more than 10 years.

Despite opposition from seventy-fi ve per 
cent of the public, the “legislative body” of 
the DPP authorities in 2020 greenlighted 
the US pork with ractopamine, as they relied 
completely on the US to continue the “China 
threat bet.”

But such tricks were fruitless in local 
aff airs-oriented elections and even backfi red 
on DPP itself, telling from the results, Li 
Zhenguang, professor and deputy director 
at the Institute of Taiwan Studies under the 
Beijing Union University, told the Global 
Times on Sunday.

CALL FOR PEACE
Zhu Fenglian, spokesperson of Taiwan 

Aff airs Offi  ce of the State Council, said that 
the election results showed that mainstream 
public opinion in Taiwan was for “peace, 
stability and a good life.”

We will keep working with the Taiwan 
people to promote peaceful development 
of cross-Straits relations and fi rmly oppose 
“Taiwan independence” and external inter-
ference, Zhu said.

Analysts said though the local elections 
have very limited relations with the DPP 
authorities’ policies on external aff airs, the 
international and regional turbulences struck 
a chord of crisis and insecurity among the 
people who fear substantial confl icts across 
the Taiwan Straits.

The stable development of the local 
economy has been severely disrupted in 
2022, partly due to the Russia-Ukraine 

crisis, yet the DPP appeared to be incapable 
of handling the prices and livelihoods crises, 
Wang Jianmin said.

The DPP authorities have also mulled 
lengthening the mandatory military service, 
a very unpopular idea among the youth.

The extreme tension on the Taiwan 
Straits was heightened by US house speaker 
Nancy Pelosi’s provocative visit to the island, 
yet danger and risks have been fermenting 
over the past few years in the visits that DPP 
offi  cials had made to foreign countries, in 
their anti-China remarks, in increasingly 
provocative weapons the island obtained 
from the US, some observers said.

With KMT winning back Taipei and 

Taoyuan, Li Zhenguang predicted that some 
city-to-city exchange mechanisms with Chi-
nese mainland could be restored and operate 
better, such as the Taipei-Shanghai forum.

With such channels being maintained, 
there are some opportunities, or a window, 
for both sides of the Taiwan Straits to com-
municate. As long as the mechanism exists, 
there is hope, Li said.

But observers also said that the major 
trend of the cross-Straits situation is increas-
ingly being impacted by international rela-
tions, particular China-US relations, rather 
than cross-Straits ties.
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