The Communist Party of Australia
acknowledges the traditional owners
and custodians of the land throughout
Australia. We acknowledge that this is
Aboriginal land, always was, always will
be. We pay our respects to elders past,
present and emerging. We acknowledge
the ongoing strength of Aboriginal
people in sustaining the world’s oldest
living culture.

The 26th January marks 235 years
since British military forces invaded
Gadigal land. Sir Arthur Phillip raised
the British flag at Warrane (Sydney
Cove) and claimed the land as a British
colony. This day marks the beginning
of the long and brutal colonisation of
the Aboriginal people and their land.

From this day in 1788 onwards, Aborigi-
nal people suffered massacres, land theft,
stolen children and widespread oppression
and discrimination at the hands of the colo-
nising forces.

The effects of colonisation still exist today,
and the legacy of racism plays out in every
aspect of Australian society.

RESISTANCE

Since the beginning of colonisation in
1788, Aboriginal people have resisted in
many ways to protect their people, land,
and culture.

Pemulwuy, a Bidjigal man led a coura-
geous guerrilla war against the British set-
tlement at Sydney Cove from 1788 through
to 1802.

In Tasmania, the ‘Black War’ contin-
ued for over a decade and martial law was
declared from 1828-1832 (Ryan, 2012).

Guerrilla resistance continued into
the 1890s, most notably by the Kalkadoon
warriors of north-central Queensland and
the Bunuba people, led by Jandamarra’s
warriors, in the Kimberley region in north-
west Australia

In south-west Victoria, the people were
known as the ‘Fighting Gunditjmara’ in the
1800s because of their strong resistance.

Resistance has been expressed through
the continued will of Aboriginal people to
survive and maintain connections to land
and to culture and communities.

Organisations have been formed to fight
for human, cultural and land rights for Abo-
riginal people. They include the Australian
Aboriginal Progress Association founded in
1925, Aborigines Progressive Organisation
founded in 1937, Aborigines Advancement
League founded in 1957 and the Federal
Council for the Advancement of Aborigines
and Torres Strait Islanders founded in 1958.

There have been many rallies and protests
and these continue today. Some important
examples include the rallies during the
Bicentenary in 1988 and the more recent
Black Lives Matter demonstrations.

On 26th January 1938, on the 150th anni-
versary of Arthur Phillip’s arrival, Yorta Yorta
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man William Cooper and other members of
the Aboriginal Progressive Association held
a Day of Mourning and Protest.

The protest took place in Sydney with
over 1,000 Aboriginal people and their sup-
porters forming a silent march through the
streets. Since then the size of the protests
has grown and in 2020, over 100,000 people
demonstrated.

While Aboriginal people have faced
violence, loss, discrimination and racism,
their long resistance shows their strength,
courage and resilience.

WORSENING SITUATION

The latest data confirms the worsening
situation for Aboriginal people’s education,
removals from families, incarceration, and
suicide rates.

Aboriginal children are 10 times more
likely to be removed than other children.
Indigenous children are 49 per cent of the
population in juvenile detention centres,
although they comprise only 5.8 per cent of
all young people aged 10-17.

The great
carbon fraud

The imprisonment rate for Aboriginal
people in the September 2022 quarter was
2,354 persons per 100,000 adults, compared
with 202 persons per 100,000 adults for the
whole population.

There have been 516 Aboriginal deaths
in custody since the 1991 Royal Commission
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody.

LAND

Attacks on First Nations’ land and sea
rights by mining and other corporate inter-
ests are relentless. Multinational mining
companies are aggressively fighting First
Nations communities to push ahead with
mega fossil fuel projects, with the support
of Labor and Coalition governments.

The key to the recognition of the rights
of the Aboriginal people remains land rights.
These are rights which must be restored;
they are not gifts to be bestowed by the
dominant society.

Land rights mean recognition of prior
Indigenous ownership of the entire Australian
continent. There must be legislation to return

The ticking clock in
Ukraine

Photo: CPA

land to its traditional owners on the basis
of traditional ownership, cultural associa-
tion, long occupancy, connections and need.
Aboriginal land title must include full rights
to minerals and other natural resources as
well as to all sacred sites, heritage areas and
areas of traditional significance.

The campaign for land rights is more
than an issue of civil rights. It contains a
significant revolutionary aspect, the demand
for the return to collective ownership of part
of the basic means of production. Private
ownership for private profit would no longer
be the only way things are done.

This is an immediate threat to major
corporations which are intent on owning
or leasing all the resources of this country
in order to make the most profit possible.

Corporate greed for profits is also chal-
lenged as Aboriginal communities and
their allies fight environmentally damaging
resource exploitation.

Act in solidarity with the Aboriginal
people on 26th January.

See page 2 for details of events. &
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Welcome to a year
of struggles for
working people!

This first issue of the Guardian for 2023 gives
me the chance to talk about the Party’s priorities
for 2023: the struggle for peace, the environment,
housing, working people, youth, and Indigenous
demands.

2023 is an important year as a referendum on the
Voice to Parliament will be held before the end of the
year. In 2023 the Party will continue to support the
demand for a treaty, truth telling, and land rights
for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

The struggle for well-paid unionised jobs and
the right to strike continues but also the call to re-
peal the Fair Work Act that is heavily weighted in
favour of the employers. Better rights are needed
for workers, unions, and union officials. Under cur-
rent laws employers decide if a union official can
visit a workplace. Workers must have the right to
representation by their union at any time during
working hours.

Workers must have the right to withdraw their
labour, not only to advance their industrial interests
but also to protect safety on the job. All comrades
in the Party are called on to be active for workers’
and union rights.

The floods, pandemic and fires have shown we
have reached a critical stage for the environment.
The media continues to report recent weather events
as once in a lifetime or once in one hundred years
but we need to see them as the result of climate
change which will become more frequent and severe.
Workers must have a say and be active participants
in the transition to an environmentally friendly
future. All comrades in the Party are called to get
active for climate action.

The struggle for peace has become a priority at
home and abroad. The militarisation and nucleari-
sation being adopted by the Albanese government
has a real danger of taking us to war in our region
and the wider world. Recent decisions include the
purchase of the High Mobility Artillery Rocket
System (HMARS), expansion of US troop rotations
in Darwin, stationing of nuclear capable B52s at
Tindal, the construction of eleven giant jet fuel
storage tanks in Darwin to support US defence
operations in the region and a major expansion of
the US Pine Gap base. These preparations did not
just happen in the last 12 months, they have been
in the making for at least a decade.

Northern Australia is being militarised and US
marines are now rotated permanently in Darwin.
Preparing for war has never brought about peace.
All comrades in the Party are called on to get active
for peace.

The offensive US wars that Australia in its alli-
ance commits in its role as deputy sheriff to the big
imperialist power makes Australia a target as the
stepping of base for launching attacks against our
neighbours in the region, and takes away funding
from basic needs such as health, education and
housing.

Of great concern are the renewed attacks against
Medicare. We can expect our public services to con-
tinue to be degraded as our taxpayers’ dollars are
siphoned off to support the US military. Solutions
to the housing crisis will not be found until the
government prioritises people’s needs.

The list is long, the contradictions abound. People
power can make the difference but we need your
support. Get organised in your workplace and
community. Get active, read our weekly paper the
Guardian, and of course join the Communist Party,
the Party of the working people for peace and the
environment.

Vinnie Molina
National President Communist Party of Australia

Guardian

Invasion Day events

Wadawurrung Country — Ballarat
5:30am — Survival Day Dawn Ceremony at
Viewpoint, Lake Wendouree

Woiworung Country — Melbourne

2-9pm — Share the Spirit Festival at Sidney Myer
Music Bowl with live music and art

11am — Rally at Parliament House steps, Spring
Street

Kureinji Country — Mildura
11am — March from Langtree Mall to the river

Gadigal Country — Sydney
9:30 am — Protest and march to Belmore Park

Gadigal Country — Sydney
12noon-10pm — Yabun Festival at Victoria Park,
Broadway (live stream at yabun.org.au)

Gadigal Country — Barangaroo (Sydney)
7:30-8:30am — Smoking Ceremony with dance,
music and language (broadcast live on ABC TV
and streamed on iView)

Yuggera Country — Brisbane
10am — Rally at Queens Garden

Lutruwita Country — Tasmania
11.30am — Change the Date rally at 198 Elizabeth
Street then march to Parliament Lawns

Kaurna Country — Adelaide

8am — Elder Park smoking ceremony, speeches
and singers, sand painting unveiling late afternoon,
evening Lights on the River sound, light and vision
11am — Rally at Semaphore Rd, Semaphore
12-4:00pm Tarndanyangga Victoria Square
Survival Day Rally

Bindal Country — Townsville

7.30am-4pm — Market stalls, art, music and
workshops at Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Cultural Centre, 2/68 Flinders Street East

10am — Survival Day walk through the CBD

Ngunnawal Country — Canberra
10am — Concert at Nara Peace Park, Yarralumla

Yolngu Country — Gove
10am — Concert at Gove Boat Club, Nhulunbuy

Larrakia Country — Darwin

6 am — Festival starts, featuring dazzling dance, a
concert, visual arts, kids’ activities, storytelling, food
stalls and more.

Whadjuk Country, Nyoongar People — Perth
3-7.30pm — Supreme Court Gardens, Riversdale
concert

1-3pm — rally at Forrest Chase, 200 Murray Street

CPA Hlstory Websﬂe

The party has a website dedicated to its 100-year
history. It is called www.100redyears.org.

During the Party’s centenary an exhibition was
planned. However, the COVID pandemic struck and we
were unable to hold the event due to lockdowns.
So developed the website.

The website is organised in decades from 1920 to
2020. Each decade covers different Party challenges,
successes, and some mistakes.

Another part of the website deals with what
are called “actions.” This covers issues including
Indigenous rights, women’s rights, trade union
rights, and a cultural section covering books, novels,
poetry and theatre.

Peace actions are covered in the in detail and there
is also coverage of the Party’s concern about the envi-
ronmental crisis.

Highlights of the webpage include pictures of the
monument for the right of free speech in Brunswick in
Victoria and the Dalfram monument at Port Kembla
in NSW as well a 1930s Party leaflet about the Spanish
Civil War.

Extra space has been devoted to Fred Paterson,
the fight against Menzies and to the Dissolution of
the Communist Party Bill 1950.

The party’s 100 year history is well worth studying.
Hopefully it will inspire and encourage the present
generation of members and supporters to continue
the great struggle for socialism in Australia.

While every attempt has been made to cover as
much as possible of the Party’s history, there may be
gaps. If you have text or good pictures to cover any
omissions, please send them to the webmaster at
port.jackson@cpa.org.au.

“The Government of which
had the honour fo be the
leader has no _apology o =
make lo history."

1 HHG .” J;Izre:s I_,ha_:u'.f_% 1943,
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Awabakal: A Recovered Language

Roland Boer

Although we will never know for cer-
tain, it is estimated that before inva-
sion there were about 400 First Nations
languages in the land now called “Aus-
tralia.” In our time, about 20 languages
are thriving, with all age groups speak-
ing the language, while more than 100
are mostly spoken by older people.

However, there is another group of
languages: the recovered First Nations
languages.

Let me give the example of Awabakal,
which was spoken in part of the country of
the CPA’s Hunter branch — Awaba (Lake
Macquarie) and the Hunter River from
Maitland to Newcastle. The history of the
recovery of Awabakal is somewhat convo-
luted, but immensely interesting.

The non-conformist missionary, Lancelot
Threlkeld (1788-1849) arrived at Awaba in
1825 and was established with his second
family in rather sumptuous quarters on the
north side of the lake. While he was supposed
to convert the Awabakal people to Christian-
ity, teach them agriculture and carpentry, and
establish a school for children, he ended up
converting virtually no-one. Needless to say,
the missionary overseers were not impressed
and cut his funding. Not deterred, Threlkeld
took up more entrepreneurial activities,
especially coal mining.

Through all of this, one of Threlkeld’s
main interests came to the fore. He drew

heavily on the skills and wisdom of Birabhan
to translate one of the New Testament Gos-
pels, produce a grammar of Awabakal, and
leave behind significant other writings. To
be clear, Threlkeld used the model of ancient
Greek for the grammar and introduced many
neologisms into the translation of the Gospel
of Luke. However, when Awabakal ceased to
be spoken — due to epidemics, massacres,
and dispersion of the Awabakal people —
these works by Birabhan-Threlkeld became
an invaluable source.

Fast forward to the early twenty-first
century, when the process of recovering
the Awabakal language began. Moving one
step at a time, and drawing on the immense
amount of research into the structure of First
Nations’ languages, it gradually became pos-
sible to reconstruct much of the language.

While pronunciation will never be quite
as it was, the results are impressive.

The project has led to establishment
of the Miromaa Aboriginal Language and
Technology Centre, with its offices in central
Newcastle. As the website points out, “Miro-
maa” means to “stop from loss.”

Their first project was to stop the Awa-
bakal language from disappearing forever. We
now have both a grammar and a dictionary,
and you can download the first of a series of
books called Teach Yourself Awabakal. In
light of the success with Awabakal, the Miro-
maa Centre has been providing its insights
and techniques to many other projects,
including those overseas.

R
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Source: www.miromaa.org.au

Allow me to quote from the first volume
of Teach Yourself Awabakal:

“The first part awa is the root part

of words meaning ‘to smooth out flat
with the hand,” which suggests that

the meaning of awa is ‘a flat surface
with movement,” and what, after all,

is a lake other than a flat surface with
movement? To the word-root awa the
ending ba is attached, and in Awabakal,
the ending ba, among other things,
indicates a place name ... So, Awaba

"Saved, to stop from loss" &

conveys ‘the place of the flat surface
with movement’ ... Thus, the name
Awabakal, which literally expresses
‘Man of Awaba’ ... is used to name the
people, language and customs/culture
of the local area.”

Language is, of course, a window into
culture and history. If you have ever spoken
a few words in a local language when in
another country, you will know what it is
like to see a person’s face light up when they
hear their own tongue. @&

Call for housing justice

Denis Doherty

Housing is looming as a major
election issue in the NSW elec-
tion to be held in March this
year. The housing crisis extends
from the homeless to those who
are well paid. Large numbers of
people are homeless, couch-surf-
ing, sleeping in cars, or suffering
housing stress.

The current schemes on offer
from the two major parties only pro-
vide a real estate agents’ picnic while
maintaining the present inequitable
situation.

A massive injection of public
housing funding combined with an
increased income threshold for public
housing eligibility would make big
inroads into the current crisis.

It is time to radically change course
and fund public housing on a massive
scale. This is the main way to solve
the housing crisis. We need housing
justice in NSW.

The NSW government is privatising
public housing estates in the city and in
the regions. The 12 years of the Liberal-
National government have seen it sell
off $4 billion worth of housing stock.

Some of the Sydney estates listed
for demolition and privatisation by the
current Liberal-National government
are in Glebe, Erskineville, Waterloo and
Riverwood. The number of people to
be relocated is over 5000.

Instead of renovating public hous-
ing, the NSW government is selling off

individual public housing properties to
speculators or people who can afford to
pay millions. So far about 40 houses in
Glebe’s heritage area have been sold.

This policy is callous and short-
sighted given the crisis in NSW afford-
able housing.

The new federal Labor govern-
ment’s policy will not be realised until
the Housing Australia Future Fund
is put before parliament in the early
months of this year. The fund, valued
at $10 billion, will not see any houses
built till 2024. This is small comfort
to those on the waiting lists for years
and needing homes now.

There is also the much-vaunted
Housing Accord between the States
and the Commonwealth that will see
State governments building 20,000
homes over five years.

However, NSW’s share of that
20,000 will in no way bring down the
waiting list for public housing which
is currently 50,000.

Prime Minister Albanese and Min-
ister for Housing and Homelessness
Julie Collins are former public housing
tenants. Both put their hands on their
hearts and promise their support for
public housing — but the new homes
are not rolling out.

A strong public sector ownership
of housing proved its worth after WW2
and could do so again with political will.
Join the Housing Justice Rally on
February 11 at 12 noon at Sydney Town

a

Hall. (see ad on page 9) @&

82 Wentworth Park Road Glebe. This relatively young building composed of family units and single
bedroom flats is set to be demolished and replaced by a four-storey building of single flats. The
environmental and economic costs of providing a few more flats are unsustainable while the costs to
residents in disruption of their lives and health are excessive. Adding poignancy to the situation is that
directly across the road homeless men and women are sleeping under the arches of an aqueduct.
Photo: Hands Off Glebe

Vale Shirley Shackleton

Shirley Shackleton, East Timor activist
and friend died last week aged 91. Her
husband Greg was one of five journal-
ists executed in cold blood in Balibé,
East Timor on 16th October 1975, in
a raid by a secret unit of the Indone-
sian military.

The killings took place shortly before the
invasion by the Western-backed Indonesian
military a month later. The bloody conflict
that followed saw around one third of the

country’s almost one million people killed,
either directly or by starvation and disease.
Many were forced to flee to the mountains.

Shirley’s attempts to find out what hap-
pened to Greg and the other journalists from
the Australian government were met with a
brick wall of silence.

For decades she campaigned to create
public awareness of what was happening
in East Timor.

In 2016 she wrote: “For me the most

terrible basis for the behaviour of my own
Australian government (from successive
Prime Minister’s down, over 24 years and
still operating today) is based upon trade, a
very dirty word.”

The Australian government notoriously
bugged the East Timorese government
negotiators when discussions were taking
place over the rich oil and gas deposits in
the Timor Gap.

Following Shirley’s death, Timor Leste

President Jose Ramos-Horta called on the
Australian government to release secret
documents relating to the Indonesian inva-
sion and occupation.

Shirley received the Order of Timor
Leste Medal (Ordem de Timor-Leste) and
the Walkley Book Award for her The Circle
of Silence: A personal testimony before,
during and after Balibo. &
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Seafarers
stranded,
abandoned

Last month an international livestock carri-
er ship, the Yangtze Fortune, was arrested in
Portland, Victoria by the Australian Federal
Court. In the meantime, the Australian Mari-
time Safety Authority (AMSA) and the Inter-
national Transport Federation (ITF) worked
with the Admiralty Marshall to support the
crew after the ship’s owner failed to pay their
wages or meet its obligations under interna-
tional maritime law.

The ship is registered under the Flag of Liberia but
operates a trading route between Australia and China,
had been anchored near Portland since October and
was subject to an abandonment notice lodged with
the International Labour Organisation. The ship is
also subject to Australian Federal Court proceedings
brought by commercial creditors from Singapore
to recover debts owed to them by the ship’s owner.

The ITF Australian Inspectorate Coordinator, Ian
Bray, said that the more than 30 crew members, all of
whom hail from the Philippines, had been abandoned
by their employer on the stranded ship.

“These workers are already owed, collectively,
more than a quarter of a million dollars in unpaid
wages, and while the court action is underway they
must stay with their ship despite the ever-diminishing
prospect of receiving what is owed to them,” Bray said.

Shipboard documentation shows that the crew
received only one third of what they were owed in
October, and the ITF’s investigation has also revealed
that the wage payments in both September and August
were made using monies set aside for workers’ leave
entitlements and the company’s provident fund.

ITF Australia’s Assistant Coordinator, Matt Pur-
cell, who provided support to the crew while they were
alongside the wharf in Portland, said that five mem-
bers of the crew had already clocked up eight months
aboard the vessel and were desperate to return home
to their families. “These vulnerable, exploited crew face
the prospect of spending months longer aboard this
ship in dreadful conditions just to get what’s already
owed to them, or the choice of returning home after
eight or nine months away with nothing to show for
it,” he said.

Discussions with the crew manager, ship owner
and the Flag State revealed that the company holds
little hope of trading out of its financial problems. The
ITF and AMSA have been working with the Flag State
and the Admiralty Marshall appointed to handle the
sale of the ship to find a just outcome for the seafarers
stuck aboard in Portland. Unfortunately, even if the
ship is sold at auction, the crew may find themselves
at the mercy of the market if the proceeds of sale fail
to cover the company’s debts to creditors and the total
unpaid wages bill.

Ian Bray said that the Yangtze Fortune is repre-
sentative of a broader problem in the livestock shipping
industry where crews go unpaid and ships operate on
the precipice of insolvency.

“We believe there is an epidemic of borderline insol-
vency amongst the operators of these livestock ships as
they repeatedly feature among the worst cases in our

a

inspections around Australia and internationally.” &
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Livestock carrier Yangtze Fortune departing from Fremantle Harbour, Western Australia.
Photo: Bahnfrend — Creative Commons (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Guardian

q

Hundreds of refugees previously held by the Australian
government in Papua New Guinea have written to the Home
Affairs and Immigration Minister requesting urgent action to
transfer sick refugees and asylum seekers, still in limbo in PNG,
to Australia. There are now less than 100 refugees and asylum
seekers in PNG. Letters from refugees now in Australia, US,
New Zealand, PNG and France insist that Australia still has
responsibility for those who have been left behind in desperate
circumstances in PNG. A number of the men have such
serious mental health problems that they are unable to provide
intelligible information or informed consent to health providers or
refugee organisations regarding their situation. Despite Labor’s
policy commitment to “Improve the medical transfer process,
establish an Independent Health Advice Panel to provide
medical advice and maintain ministerial discretion in all decision
making,” Immigration and Home Affairs have turned a deaf ear to
requests for urgent medical transfers from PNG. “The Ministers’
response that Australia is no longer responsible for refugees
they sent to PNG, doesn’'t wash,” said lan Rintoul, spokesperson
for the Refugee Action Coalition, “The United Nations Committee
Against Torture recently found that Australia ‘maintains legal
responsibility because [the refugees and asylum seekers] remain
under Australia’s effective control. The Morrison government
handed the fate of refugees to PNG as if they were livestock,
but these people sought protection from Australia. PNG cannot
provide them with safety and a secure future. Many of them have
no third country resettlement option. Labor can’'t hide behind
the abuses of the previous Coalition government; they are now
complicit in the mistreatment of refugees who need urgent help.”

A study has detailed the shocking toll psychological injuries
have on the NSW healthcare workforce, with the rate of claims
amongst nurses and midwives seeing a 150 per cent increase
over the last nine years. The study, commissioned by the Healthy
Lives Research Group at Monash University examined the
psychological health of public health workers and the risk factors
that lead to higher instances of psychological injury amongst this
cohort. The report found healthcare workers and those working
in the social assistance industry, comprised nearly double the
number of psychological injury claims made to workers’ comp
agency iCare, when compared to workers in other sectors.
Psychological injuries sustained by nurses and midwives most
commonly occurred within hospital settings (53 per cent) and
residential care services (36 per cent) with stress and/or anxiety
being the most common psychological injury. Over the study’s
nine-year period, it found those working in NSW healthcare
and social assistance sector had collectively lost more than
170,000 working weeks due to psychological injuries, equivalent
to approximately 3.450 full-time equivalent lost working years.
NSW Nurses and Midwives’ Association General Secretary
Shaye Candish described the report as “a damning inditement
of the NSW government’s failure to invest in our healthcare
workforce.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: in this oxymoron — 1) the
underfunded health system, above and 2) this headline “Defence
increases strike range with $2b ‘god of war’ rocket system”.

Job security focus at AAT

The Community and Pub-
lic Sector Union (CPSU) has
welcomed the federal govern-
ment’s commitment to “the
long overdue task” of reform-
ing Australia’s federal admin-
istrative review system. This
will see the government abol-
ish the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal (AAT) and replace it
with a new body, expected to
be in place towards the end
of 2023.

Established in 1975, the Admin-
istrative Appeals Tribunal conducts
reviews of administrative deci-
sions made under Commonwealth
laws. It reviews decisions made by
Australian government ministers,

departments and agencies and, in
limited circumstances, decisions
made by state government and
non-government bodies.

The CPSU says the AAT has
become a workplace increas-
ingly plagued with poor culture,
unreasonable workloads and sig-
nificant bullying and harassment
complaints.

Years of political partisan
appointments have distressed CPSU
members working at the AAT as
they have witnessed the impacts
of a deteriorating culture on both
AAT staff and the outcomes for
applicants to the tribunal.

Labor claims that since the
2013 election the Coalition has

appointed 85 members with Liberal
or National Party links.

The union says that the estab-
lishment of a new body with a
transparent and merit-based
recruitment process, should see
the administrative review system
once more be fair, accessible, and
independent.

“We welcome the Attorney
General’s commitment to working
closely with the CPSU and front-
line staff through this process. We
understand that it is the govern-
ment’s intention that all current
staff will transition across to the
new body on equivalent terms and
conditions.

“This is welcome news, and the

CPSU will be working to ensure
that staff at the AAT are consulted
with on the design of the new body
and have job security through the
transition.”

CPSU National Secretary
Melissa Donnelly said the AAT had
lost the confidence of the public
and many of its employees after
years of partisan appointments and
significant increases in workplace
bullying and harassment.

“The CPSU will be glad to see
the back of partisan appointments,
with a merit-based recruitment
process set to be established as
part of the new system”, stated
Donnelly. “Those who work in the
AAT deserve to have a safe, secure,

and respectful workplace, where
they are supported to do their
important work. The current AAT
is not that place.

“Our members at the AAT have
performed their jobs to an excep-
tional standard given the condi-
tions they are working in, but they
deserve better. And our democracy
needs them to be able to do their
jobs without political interference.

“The CPSU will be advocating
strongly for extensive consultation
of AAT staff, so that their experience
and expertise are at the centre of

a

this reform.” &
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The great
carbon fraud

Anna Pha

Earlier this month Climate
Change and Energy Minister
Chris Bowen released a con-
sultation paper proposing a
carbon credit scheme for Aus-
tralia’s largest greenhouse gas
emitters to reduce their emis-
sions in the coming years.

It is central to achieving Labor’s
legislated 43 per cent reduction by
2030. It is likely to affect the top
215 emitters which account for
almost 30 per cent of Australia’s
emissions.

The days of fossil fuels are
numbered, and the big oil, gas
and coal corporations are rushing
to maximise returns on existing
resources before it is too late. With
global prices at record highs due
to European sanctions on Russia
and the conflict in Ukraine, the last
thing they want is for their opera-
tions to be curtailed.

It would appear from Labor’s
plans they have nothing to fear.
Labor’s latest proposal makes pro-
visions for the expansion of fossil
fuel projects such as coal, oil and
gas, and are largely based on the
“safeguard mechanism scheme”
introduced by the Abbott govern-
ment in 2016.

MARKET-BASED
SYSTEM

The Coalition’s safeguard
mechanism scheme sets a limit
(baseline) on emissions for indi-
vidual facilities or companies per
annum. It applies to operations
that emit 100,000 tons or more of
greenhouse gases per annum such
as Chevron’s Gorgon gas project,
Woodside’s Northwest Shelf gas
project, Qantas, Port Kembla steel
works, and AngloAmerican coal
mines in central Queensland.

Annual emission thresholds
(known as baselines) are set based
on the big polluters’ own forecasts
and assessments of their emissions.
It is a market-based system with
trading in carbon credits — one unit
known as an Australian Carbon
Credit Unit (ACCU) represents one
ton of carbon dioxide equivalent
greenhouse gas emissions avoided
or stored. The price of credit units
is determined by the market. At
present it is around $30 a ton.

The government’s Emissions
Reduction Fund (ERF) manages
the scheme. Credits may be traded
on private markets or with the ERF.

Credits may be acquired when
emissions are below the baseline.
The ERF buys carbon credits when
emission reduction activities such
as the replenishment of carbon con-
tents of soil; land is not cleared if
approval to clear it had previously
been given; methane from landfill is
burnt; or for revegetation activities
that remove carbon dioxide from
the atmosphere. This is the case
even though no emission reduc-
tions may be involved!

The ERF was allocated $4.5 bil-
lion to spend on carbon credits and
has already spent or has contracts
to spend $2.6 billion.

If a baseline is exceeded, carbon
credits may be purchased from the
ERF or private market to offset
excess emissions at the market
price. There is no limit to excess
emissions. In other words, com-
panies face a financial penalty but
are not prevented from increasing
their emissions.

Photo: John Englart — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

If companies increase produc-
tion or expand their operations
their baselines are correspondingly
increased — i.e. they can emit more.

Put simply, it is a market-based
scheme which permits the big pol-
luters to increase emissions.

RORTING

Professor Andrew Macintosh,
an expert on environmental mar-
kets and former chair of the ERF’s
Integrity Committee, described
the ERF as an “environmental and
taxpayer fraud,” lacking environ-
mental integrity.

“People getting ACCUs for

not clearing forests that were
never going to be cleared; they
are getting credits for growing
trees that are already there;
they’re getting credits for
growing forests in places that
will never sustain permanent
forests; and they are getting
credits for operating electricity
generators at large landfills
that would have operated

anyway.”

The scheme lacks teeth and
relies on the integrity of the big
polluters which is decidedly lack-
ing. Analysis by the Australian Con-
servation Foundation (September
2022) found that emissions from
gas and oil mining in Australia
increased by a whopping 20 per
cent in the first five years the safe-
guard mechanism operated. Credits
are generated without emission
reductions.

The “safeguard mechanism
scheme” safeguards the growth
of emissions, not humanity or the
planet!

LABOR’S SCHEME

Labor’s scheme modifies the
Coalition’s by removing the heavily
rorted land clearing provisions and
land fill provisions. It also sets limits
on excess emissions with financial
penalties where these are exceeded.

The buying and selling of
ACCUs by the ERF will be phased
out and companies will be able to
trade with each other.

But under Labor’s scheme
the baseline remains variable. It
is based on output. If production
increases, an existing project is
expanded or a new project com-
mences, there is a corresponding
increase in the quantity of emis-
sions permitted.

This leaves it wide open for the
expansion of projects and for new
ones — for emissions to continue
to rise.

Baselines and outcomes would
still be based on company assess-
ments without rigorous independ-
ent auditing. They would be “gently”
reduced in the years to 2030 and
beyond Bowen says.

Judging by Labor’s Resources
Minister Madeleine King’s recent
speech to a national conference of
the Minerals Council King intends
approving many more, new or
expanded projects. She is fast
becoming the enabler for the fossil
fuel sector. And there will be no
shortage of subsidies where emit-
ters face international competition.

King sees the sector as integral
to the growth of Australia’s econo-
my. She quietly approved explora-
tion at ten new gas and oil offshore
sites in August 2022 and gave the
go-ahead for the development of
two new carbon capture and storage
(CCS) areas off Western Australia
and the Northern Territory. Many
more approvals can be expected.

The government is heavily
relying on this flawed system of
carbon credits to reach its recently
legislated target of a 43 per cent
reduction in greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 2030.

Labor will be able to make
changes through regulatory means,
but it will also require legislation.
The Greens are opposed to it. Their
position is clear — no new coal or
gas projects. The independent teals
are unlikely to support the scheme
as it stands.

DEMANDS OF
SCIENCE

Both the Coalition’s and Labor’s
schemes are little more than a
smokescreen to give the impression
they are doing something to tackle
climate change.

Climate change is here, NOW.
The urgency to phase out fossil
fuels cannot be overstated. Wit-
ness the extreme weather events
and devastation around the world
including in Australia. We cannot
and must not think that it can be
tackled by opening new fossil fuel
projects or by carbon offsets.

The process of phasing out fossil
fuels must commence now, with
full support for coal, oil and gas
workers and their communities.
It must include funding to assist
local communities to create new
jobs and diversify local industries.

At the same time, the $11.6
billion in fossil fuel subsidies
should end and be redirected to
the development of publicly owned
and run renewable energy sources
and storage. @
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By Hannah Middleton

Welcome to Peace Notes, a fortnightly column which will cover
militarisation and its impacts as well as people’s efforts to
ensure peace around the world.

The north of Australia is being integrated into US planning and
preparation for a war against China, This includes the military
and spy bases established from North West Cape in Western
Australia, to the port and barracks and air base in Darwin, to
the joint RAAF-US Air Force base at Tindal outside Katherine,
and to the expanding Pine Gap base outside Alice Springs.

Establishing Australia as a base from which to wage war
against China includes massive jet fuel reserves under
construction at East Arm in Darwin, lengthening runways at
Tindal suitable for long-range bombers, and stationing greater
numbers of US Marines in the Northern Territory.

The greatest threat comes from the possibility of deploying
nuclear powered submarines in northern ports, including US
nuclear armed submarines and the stationing at Tindal of six
B-52-H bombers, a frontline US strategic nuclear weapons
platform, each able to reach China without refuelling.

Of the 87 B-52s currently deployed by the USAF, 46 are
nuclear capable, with each capable of carrying up to 20
nuclear armed air-launched cruise missiles.

Australian government acceptance of statements that the US
will neither confirm nor deny the presence of nuclear weapons
in any form in Australia is an abandonment of sovereignty.

This is also evident in the Albanese government’s continuation
of the Morrison government’s integration of Australia into
US-dominated NATO.

The US has established a regional command centre in Darwin.
The US marines, air-force and navy operating within and from
Australia are all under the command of the US Indo-Pacific
Command which covers China, Australia, New Zealand, India,
Indonesia, all the Pacific island states and the other countries
in South-East Asia.

All this is made possible by the US-Australia Force Posture
Agreement (FPA), signed in 2014. This provides the legal basis
for the US militarisation of Australia, especially the Northern
Territory.

US military forces and military facilities in Australia are not
under the control of the Australian government. Article 1V of the
FPA states:

1. ... United States Forces and United States Contractors
shall have unimpeded access to and use of Agreed
Facilities and Areas for activities undertaken in
connection with this Agreement.

4. Australia hereby grants to the United States operational
control of Agreed Facilities and Areas.

“Involvement with the US in a war against China would be
a disaster for Australia, the region and the world and is
unnecessary because the issue of Taiwan’s relationship with
Beijing is an internal matter for China to sort out without foreign
interference.”

All Australians have an interest in peace and security for
themselves and for future generations. You can help the work
to achieve this by:

» Writing to PM Albanese to tell him that you reject Australia
becoming a proxy in such a war and bearing the terrible
consequences and that you demand that he give the
required one year’s notice to terminate the Force Posture
Agreement.

» Writing to PM Albanese to tell him that you reject Australia
becoming a proxy in such a war and bearing the terrible
consequences, and demand that he give the required one
year’s notice to terminate the Force Posture Agreement.

If you have information you would like included in Peace Notes,
please email it to hannahmiddleton1917@outlook.com
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The ticking clock in Ukraine

Bilateral meeting with Ukraine: NATO Deputy Secretary General Mircea Geoana meets with Oleksii
Reznikov, Minister of Defence, Ukraine, 12th October, 2022. Photo: NATO — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

MK Bhadrakumar

The cat is out of the bag, finally: The
US is fighting in Ukraine to preserve
its ability to exert influence globally.
Coincidence or not, in an interview in
Kiev, Ukrainian Defence Minister Ole-
ksii Reznikov blurted out on the week-
end that Kiev has consciously allowed
itself to be used by NATO in the bloc’s
wider conflict with Moscow.
As he put it:

“At the NATO Summit in Madrid (in
June 2022), it was clearly delineated
that over the coming decade, the main
threat to the alliance would be the
Russian Federation. Today, Ukraine is
eliminating this threat. We are carrying
out NATO’s mission today. They aren’t
shedding their blood. We're shedding
ours. That’s why they’re required to
supply us with weapons.”

The bipartisan consensus about the
United States being the “indispensable” world
power is usually attributed to the neocon-
servatives who have been the driving force of
US foreign and security policy in successive
administrations since the 1970s.

An op-ed in the Washington Post titled
“Time is not on Ukraine’s side,” coauthored
by President George W Bush’s former Sec-
retary of State Condoleezza Rice and former
Defence Secretary Robert Gates (who served
under both Bush and Barack Obama), high-
lights this paradigm.

Rice and Gates are Cold Warriors who

are enthusiastic about NATO and the war
with Russia. But their grouse is that Presi-
dent Joe Biden should “dramatically” step
up in Ukraine.

The op-ed harkens back to the two world
wars that marked the US’s ascendance as
a world power and warns that the US-led
“rules-based order” since 1990 — code word
for US global hegemony — is in peril if Biden
fails in Ukraine.

Rice and Gates indirectly acknowledge
that Russia is on a winning streak, contrary
to the Western triumphalist narrative so far.
Evidently, the expected Russian offensive
ahead is rattling their nerves.

The House Speaker stalemate involving
Republican Kevin McCarthy is a dramatic
denouement in a bare-knuckle political fight
among Republicans presage a dysfunctional
Congress between now and the 2024 election.

McCarthy, who had former President
Donald Trump’s backing, finally won but
only after making a series of concessions
to the populist wing of the GOP, which has
weakened his authority. McCarthy himself
listed as his priorities the commitment to
a strong economy, counteracting illegal
immigration through the Mexican border,
and competing with China, but he omitted
any reference to the Ukraine situation or
providing funds to Kiev.

Indeed, earlier in November, he had
asserted that the Republicans in the House
would resist unlimited and unjustified finan-
cial aid to Ukraine.

Trump exercises functional control and
is by far the largest voice in the Republican
Party. Biden understands that. Conceivably,

the Rice-Gates op-ed was mooted by the
White House and the US security establish-
ment and then scripted by the neocons. The
article appeared on the day after 5th Janu-
ary joint statement by Biden and German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz underscoring their
“unwavering solidarity” with Ukraine.

Under immense pressure from Biden,
Germany and France caved in to provide
Ukraine with Infantry Fighting Vehicles.
Scholz also agreed that Germany would
supply an additional Patriot air defence
battery to Ukraine.

On the same day, the op-ed appeared, the
Pentagon arranged, unusually for a Saturday,
a press briefing by Laura Cooper, Deputy
Assistant Secretary of Defence, International
Security Affairs for Russia, Ukraine, and
Eurasia. Cooper stated explicitly that the
war in Ukraine threatens the US’s global
standing:

“From an overall strategic perspective,
it is hard to emphasise enough the
devastating consequences if Putin
were to be successful in achieving his
objective of taking over Ukraine. This
would rewrite international boundaries
in a way that we have not seen since
World War II. And our [US] ability to
reverse these gains and to support and
stand by the sovereignty of a nation is
something that resonates not just in
Europe, but all around the world.”

Putin has made it clear that “Russia is
open to a serious dialogue — under the condi-
tion that the Kiev authorities meet the clear

“"We are carrying
out NATO’s mission
today. They aren’t
shedding their blood.
We're shedding ours.
That’s why they’re
required to supply us
with weapons.”

Ukrainian Defence Minister Oleksii Reznikov

demands that have been repeatedly laid out,
and recognise the new territorial realities.”

The fog of war envelops Russian inten-
tions. In their little exposition in the Wash-
ington Post, Rice and Gates warned that time
works in favour of Russia:

“Ukraine’s military capability and
economy are now dependent almost
entirely on lifelines from the West —
primarily, the United States. Absent
another major Ukrainian breakthrough
and success against Russian forces,
Western pressures on Ukraine to
negotiate a ceasefire will grow as
months of military stalemate pass.
Under current circumstances, any
negotiated ceasefire would leave
Russian forces in a strong position.”

This is a brutally frank assessment.
Biden’s call to Scholz on Friday shows the
angst in his mind, too. With the fragmentation
of the political class within America, Biden
can ill afford cracks in allied unity as well.

Russian analyst, Andrey Kortunov, in
the Communist Party of China’s daily Global
Times wrote:

“Putting emotions aside, one has to
accept that the conflict has already
become existential not only for Ukraine
and Russia but for the US as well: The
Biden administration cannot accept a
defeat in Ukraine without facing major
negative implications for US positions
all over the world.”

People’'s World &

When do we eat, and how?

CANADA: On 4th June, 1940
Dorise Nielsen rose in the
House of Commons and spoke
to a debate on unemployment
relief. Nielsen, who was the
first member of the Commu-
nist Party of Canada (and only
the third woman) to be elect-
ed to the federal Parliament,
noted that the issue of relief
for working people was being
discussed alongside the issue
of prosecuting war in Europe.
“Whenever it was suggested
that money should be provided to
assist those who were unemployed
or to alleviate farm distress in the
west, this government has replied:
‘Where is the money to come from?
There is no money.” Well, I would
point out that when a war crisis
appears, $700,000,000 can be
immediately found.”

$700 million in 1940 is equiva-
lent to around $13 billion today,
so you get a sense of the enormity
of the problem which Nielsen had
identified.

Forward eight decades to the
present and not even two days
into 2023, political and economic
“experts” were spilling ink in the
corporate media, warning that
Canada will have to ramp up its
military spending in 2023. Interest-
ingly, this punditry appeared within
days of the federal government’s
very quiet (dare we say secret?)
decision to spend $7 billion on
16 F-35 fighter jets by the end of
2022. It seems that we shall likely
hear more such announcements...

The costs of increased arms
spending will, of course, be borne
by working people in many ways
— reduced public infrastructure

(meaning fewer jobs, lower wages,
higher fees), tax hikes (meaning
lower take-home pay), less public
funding and increased privatisation
of health, education, etc. (meaning
fewer and poorer public services
and bigger bills from for-profit
providers). Fortunately, the experts
were considerate enough to provide
a warning to working people that
this “absolutely necessary” arms
spending will lead to an economic
recession.

Thanks for the heads up, fellas
— we'll grab our belt tighteners!

Of course, there will be some
who profit while working people
sink into the quicksand of mili-
tarism. Military industries will
pocket billions in public money,
energy corporations will continue
to line their bank accounts with
petrobucks, health and education

profiteers will have a field day — and
monopoly capital will tell us it’s all
necessary for global peace.

And the problem isn’t just
in Ottawa. Just one week into
2023, Toronto mayor John Tory
announced that his priority for the
city’s budget is to increase police
funding by over $48 million. The
same budget would require public
libraries to find $3.7 million in cuts.

From the federal level to the
municipal, the priorities of the
capitalist state are numbingly
consistent.

Back in 1940, Dorise Nielsen
told Parliament that “whatever hap-
pens in Europe, whatever happens
with regard to our deliberations in
this chamber, throughout the length
and breadth of Canada every single
day, three times a day, thousands
of people are faced with this one

great question, ‘When do we eat,
and how?”

Currently, faced with galloping
prices on basic necessities and wage
increases that are below the rate
of inflation, millions of working
people in Canada are asking the
same question.

Instead of accepting that we
need to impoverish more people
to pay for new arms spending,
working people could start 2023
by telling Ottawa we'’re tired of
funding capitalist militarism and
imperialist war. We could demand
that public money be invested in
schools, hospitals, childcare, jobs,
climate justice and pensions. We
could tell the capitalist state, “We’re
eating today!”

People’s Voice @
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Racism, violence,
colonialism

Ramzy Baroud*

Even before the new Israe-
li government was officially
sworn in on 29th December,
angry reactions began emerg-
ing, not only among Palestin-
ians and other Middle Eastern
governments, but also among
Israel’s historic allies in the
West. Protests against the gov-
ernment by concerned Israelis
are taking place.

As early as 2nd November, top
US officials conveyed to the Axios
newspaper that the Biden admin-
istration is “unlikely to engage
with Jewish supremacist politician,
Itamar Ben-Gvir.”

In fact, the US government’s
apprehensions surpassed Ben-
Gvir, who was convicted by Israel’s
own court in 2007 for supporting
a terrorist organisation and incit-
ing racism.

US Secretary of State Tony
Blinken and National Security
Advisor Jake Sullivan reportedly
“hinted” that the US government
would also boycott “other right-
wing extremists” in Netanyahu’s
government.

However, these strong concerns
seemed absent from the congratu-
latory statement by the US Ambas-
sador to Israel, Tom Nides, on the
following day. Nides relayed that
he had “congratulated (Netanyahu)
on his victory and told him that I
look forward to working together
to maintain the unbreakable bond”
between the two countries.

In other words, this “unbreak-
able bond” is stronger than any
public US concern regarding ter-
rorism, extremism, fascism, and
criminal activities.

Ben-Gvir is not the only con-
victed criminal in Netanyahu’s
government. Aryeh Deri, the leader
of the ultra-Orthodox Shas party,
was convicted of tax fraud in early
2022 and, in 2000, he served
a prison sentence for accepting
bribes when he held the position
of interior minister.

Bezalel Smotrich is another
whose anti-Palestinian racism has
dominated his political persona for
many years.

While Ben-Gvir has been
assigned the post of national
security minister, Deri has been
entrusted with the ministry of
interior and Smotrich with the
ministry of finance.

Palestinians and Arab countries
are rightly angry, because they
understand that the new govern-
ment will sow more violence and
chaos.

With many of Israel’s sinister
politicians in one place, Arabs know
that Israel’s illegal annexation of
parts of the Occupied Palestinian
Territories is back on the agenda;
and that incitement against Pales-
tinians in Occupied East Jerusa-
lem, coupled with raids of Al-Aqsa
Mosque will exponentially increase
in the coming weeks and months.
And, expectedly, the push for the
construction and expansion of ille-
gal settlements will grow, as well.

These are not unfounded fears.
Aside from the very racist and
violent statements and actions by
Netanyahu and his allies in recent
years, the new government has
already declared that the Jewish
people have “exclusive and inalien-
able rights to all parts of the Land
of Israel,” promising to expand

Benjamin Netanyahu, Prime Minister of Israel Photo: World Economic
Forum/ Manuel Lopez — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0)

settlements while distancing itself
from any commitments to estab-
lishing a Palestinian State, or even
engaging in any “peace process.”

But while Palestinians and their
Arab allies have been largely con-
sistent in recognising extremism
in the various Israeli governments,
what excuse do the US and the West
have in failing to recognise that the
latest Netanyahu-led government
is the most rational outcome of
blindly supporting Israel through-
out the years?

In March 2019, Politico branded
Netanyahu as the creator of “the
most right-wing government in
Israeli history,” a sentiment that
was repeated countless times in
other Western media outlets.

This ideological shift was, in
fact, recognised by Israel’s own
media, years earlier. In May 2016,
the popular Israeli newspaper
Maariv described the Israeli gov-
ernment at the time as the “most
right-wing and extremist” in the
country’s history. This was, in
part, due to the fact that far-right
politician Avigdor Lieberman was
assigned the role of the defence
minister.

The West, then, too, showed
concern, warned against the demise
of Israel’s supposed “liberal democ-
racy”, and demanded that Israel
must remain committed to the
peace process and the two-state
solution. None of that actualised.
Instead, the terrifying figures of
that government were rebranded as
merely conservatives, centrists, or
even liberals in the following years.

The same is likely to happen
now. In fact, signs of the US’s will-
ingness to accommodate whatever
extremist politics Israel produces
are already on display. In his state-
ment on 30th December welcom-
ing the new Israeli government,
President Joe Biden said nothing
about the threat of Tel Aviv’s far-
right politics to the Middle East
region but, rather, the “challenges
and threats” posed by the region to
Israel. In other words, Ben-Gvir
or no Ben-Gvir, unconditional
support for Israel by the US will
remain intact.

If history is a lesson, future
violence and incitement in Pales-
tine will also be blamed mostly, if
not squarely, on Palestinians. This
knee-jerk, pro-Israeli attitude has
defined Israel’s relationship with
the US, regardless of whether Israeli
governments are led by extremists

or supposed liberals. No matter,
Israel somehow maintained its
false status as “the only democracy
in the Middle East.”

But if we are to believe that Isra-
el’s exclusivist and racially based
“democracy” is a democracy at all,
then we are justified to also believe
that Israel’s new government is
neither less nor more democratic
than the previous governments.

Yet, Western officials, com-
mentators, and even pro-Israel
Jewish leaders and organisations
in the US are now warning against
the supposed danger facing Israel’s
liberal democracy in the run-up to
the formation of Netanyahu’s new
government.

This is an indirect, if not clever
form of whitewashing, as these
views accept that what Israel has
practiced since its founding in
1948, until today, was a form of
real democracy; and that Israel
remained a democracy even after
the passing of the controversial
Nation-State Law, which defines
Israel as a Jewish state, completely
disregarding the rights of the coun-
try’s non-Jewish citizens.

It is only a matter of time before
Israel’s new extremist government
is also whitewashed as another
working proof that Israel can strike
a balance between being Jewish and
also democratic at the same time.

The same story was repeated in
2016, when warnings over the rise
of far-right extremism in Israel —
following the Netanyahu-Lieberman
pact — quickly disappeared, and
eventually vanished. Instead of boy-
cotting the new unity government,
the U7S government finalised in
September 2016, its largest military
aid package to Israel, amounting to
$38 billion.

In truth, Israel has not changed
much, either in its own self-defini-
tion or in its treatment of Palestin-
ians. Failing to understand this is
tantamount to tacit approval of
Israel’s racist, violent and colonial
policies in Occupied Palestine over
the course of 75 years.

*Dr Ramzy Baroud is a journalist and
the editor of The Palestine Chronicle.
He is the author of six books. His
latest book, co-edited with llan
Pappé, is Our Vision for Liberation:
Engaged Palestinian Leaders and
Intellectuals Speak out. Baroud is a
Non-resident Senior Research Fellow
at the Centre for Islam and Global
Affairs (CIGA).
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. Global Briefs

GERMANY: The annual procession in Berlin to lay flowers
on the tombs of Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht took
place on 15th January, the 104th anniversary of their murder.
People marched to revolutionary songs, with peace banners
dominating the procession. The march followed the biggest
yet Rosa Luxemburg conference organised by the Junger Welt
newspaper. Over 3000 people attended the conference in
person and over 20,000 people followed the proceedings online.
Discussions ranged from a study of war propaganda from the
first world war to the present day; Chinese and Cuban socialist
strategies; an appeal was made for freedom for all political
prisoners including Julian Assange. Die Linke (The Left) MP
Serim Dagdelen warned that is NATO ‘mobilising for a third world
war’ and that the supply of weapons to Ukraine must be stopped.

ISRAEL: Last weekend an estimated 80,000 Israelis marched
through Tel Aviv and two other major cities in protest against
extreme-right Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's plan to
overhaul the legal system and weaken the Supreme Court.
‘Criminal government’, ‘The end of democracy’, ‘We are
preserving our shared home’ read some of the placards at the
marches. The Prime Minister’s critics say that his plans would
foster corruption, set back minority rights and undermine judicial
independence.

BRITAIN: Industrial militancy in Britain is on the rise as more
and more working people see their pay and conditions shrink.
Poverty has increased and the gap between the rich and the
poor is astronomical. The Richest one per cent in the UK are now
wealthier than 70 per cent of the population combined. Oxfam
International has published a report — Survival of the richest —
pointing out that “The very richest have become dramatically
richer and corporate profits have hit the record high, driving an
explosion of inequality.” The report draws particular attention
to the taxes paid (or avoided) by the rich. “Elon Musk, one of
the world’s richest men, paid a ‘true tax rate’ of just over 3%
from 2014 to 2018. Aber Christine, a market trader in Northern
Uganda who sells rice, flower, and soya, makes $80 a month
in profit. She pays a tax rate of 40%.” No wonder governments
are trying to introduce increasingly tough measures to intimidate
workers as social unrest is practically guaranteed under the
extreme economic and political pressure.

RALLY:
HOUSING

JUSTICE NOW!

Sat Feb 11, 12 noon
Sydney Town Hall

Sydney and NSW are in a
severe housing crisis.

We demand: Eliminate homelessness now. Defend
and extend public housing.Freeze all rents for 2
years.Cap mortgage repayments for at-risk
homeowners.

Organised by Action for Public Housing, Hands Off Glebe. Ph 0403 517 266

Something to say? Write to the Editor!
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For peace and development

On the China-Australia
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership

Long Dingbin
Chinese Consul General (WA)

The 21st December marked the 50th
anniversary of the establishment of
diplomatic relations between the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China and the Com-
monwealth of Australia. On behalf of
the Consulate General, I would like
to extend our heartfelt gratitude and
warm greetings to all of those who
value, support and have made con-
tributions to the healthy and stable
development of the China-Australia
friendly relationship.

At this historic moment, I would like to
pay tribute to the founders of China-Aus-
tralia diplomatic relations, then Chinese and
Australian leaders, Chairman Mao Zedong,
Premier Zhou Enlai and Prime Minister
Gough Whitlam. The statesmen of the elder
generation in China and Australia acted in
the fundamental interests of the two peoples
and made the political decision of historic
significance with their exceptional strategic
vision and political courage to rise above the
differences in ideology and social systems.

They have planted trees for the coming
generations to rest in the cool shade. The
establishment of diplomatic relations was
a turning point in our bilateral relationship
and paved the way for the comprehensive,
constructive and cooperative relationship
we have today.

As the statement marking the 50th anni-
versary of China-Australia diplomatic rela-
tions released by Prime Minister Anthony
Albanese and Foreign Minister Penny Wong
goes, trade between China and Australia,
as well as strong people-to-people, cultural
and business links have delivered significant
benefits to both our countries.

Over the past five decades, our practical
cooperation across the board has maintained
a momentum of rapid growth. China overtook
Japan as Australia’s biggest trading partner in
2007. Our trade volume has surged from less
than 100 million US dollars in 1972 to over
207 billion US dollars in 2021, accounting
for 34.2 per cent of Australia’s total import
and export in 2021.

China is Australia’s top export destina-
tion, largest source of imports, largest agri-
cultural goods market and a major source of
foreign direct investment, with Australia’s
exports to and imports from China respec-
tively accounting for 38.8 per cent and 28.1
per cent of Australia’s total exports and
imports of goods in 2021.

China is the sixth largest foreign direct
investor in Australia with 44 billion AUD in
2020, accounting for about four per cent of
Australia’s total foreign direct investment. In
recent years, Chinese investment has broad-
ened from mainly mining to sectors such
as infrastructure, services and agriculture.

Australia is an important trading part-
ner and source of foreign investment for
China too.

Our friendship and mutual trust have
been constantly enhanced. During Presi-
dent Xi Jinping’s state visit to Australia in
2014, our bilateral relations were elevated to
Comprehensive Strategic Partnership. And
President Xi is one of the few world leaders
who has visited every state and territory in
Australia.

People-to-people and cultural links con-
tinue to develop strongly and play a vital role
in the China-Australia relationship.

There are more than 1.2 million people
of Chinese heritage living in Australia today,
and Mandarin is now the second most
spoken language in Australia after English.
The Chinese communities in Australia have
been making outstanding contributions to
the country’s economic and social develop-
ment and the thriving of multiculturalism
as well as fostering comprehensive and deep
people-to-people links with China.

In 1972, we had no student exchanges.
Now, China has been Australia’s largest
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source of international students for seven
consecutive years since 2015. In the other
direction, China is a key destination for
Australia’s New Colombo Plan which helps
to improve knowledge of China in Australia
through study and internships undertaken by
Australian undergraduate students in China.

Prior to the imposition of restrictions on
international travel due to the outbreak of
COVID-19 epidemic, China was Australia’s
largest inbound market in terms of visitor
arrivals and total visitor spend. In 2019-20,
there were over 4.6 million visitor arrivals
from China.

At the local government level, China and
Australia have been fortifying the foundation
of our bilateral ties by building up around
100 sister state/province and sister city
relationships.

Of course, the development of our bilat-
eral relationship is not always plain sailing.
In recent years, there have been some dif-
ficulties. And the assumption of office of
the new Australian federal government has
provided a good opportunity to reset China-
Australia relations.

We are delighted to see that the Albanese
Labor government has conducted some fruit-
ful high-level exchanges with China. And
the constructive meeting between President
Xi Jinping and Prime Minister Albanese in
Bali, Indonesia, was an important landmark,
charting the course for the future develop-
ment of our bilateral relations.

As President Xi Jinping pointed out in
the meeting, China and Australia are both
important countries in the Asia-Pacific region
and we need to improve, uphold and further
develop our relationship, which not only
serves the fundamental interests of the two
peoples but also helps promote peace and
development in the Asia-Pacific and beyond.

We hope that both sides can take concrete
actions and work in the same direction based
on the principle of respecting each other and
seeking mutual benefit and win-win results
to bring China-Australia relations back onto
the right track in the near future.

This October [2022], the 20th National
Congress of the Communist Party of China
was successfully convened, which is an epoch-
making event held at a critical time as China
embarks on a new journey to build a modern
socialist country in all respects and advances
towards the Second Centenary Goal. The
most important achievement of the Congress

is the election of a new central leadership
with Comrade Xi Jinping at its core, which
reflects the common will of the entire Party
and the people of the whole country.

China will continue to follow unswerv-
ingly the path of peaceful development,
uphold world peace and promote common
development, and is dedicated to building
a human community with a shared future.
China will remain committed to opening to
the outside world and will steadily expand
institutional opening-up with regard to rules,
regulations, management and standards.

We will upgrade trade in goods, develop
new mechanisms for trade in services and
foster a world-class business environment
that is market-oriented, law-based, and
internationalised, which will provide new
development opportunities for Australia
and other countries.

Battered by domestic challenges and
disruptive external headwinds, the Chinese
economy has coped with a tough 2022 with
a GDP growth rate of three percent in the
first three quarters. Though the growth rate
falls short of the target set at the beginning
of this year, the fundamentals of China’s
economy remain sound. As pointed out by
President Xi Jinping at the annual Central
Economic Work Conference concluded on
16th December, China’s economy has strong
resilience, great potential and robust vitality.

China’s GDP in 2022 is estimated to
reach 120 trillion Chinese yuan [AU$25.6tr]
(the number is 114 trillion yuan in 2021).
The production, sales and export volume
of new energy vehicles in China ranks the
first in the world. And China’s total grain
production in 2022 will remain above 1.3
trillion jin (650 billion kilograms), which is
for the eighth consecutive year.

China will better coordinate epidemic
prevention and control with economic and
social development and ensure high-quality
and reasonable growth in the coming 2023.

As the powerhouse of Australia’s eco-
nomic development, Western Australia
has always been playing a leading role in
pressing forward friendly relationships with
China. And under the strong leadership of
Premier McGowan, WA'’s ties with China in
trade, investment as well as people-to-people
and culture exchange have been constantly
strengthened.

China has been WA'’s top trading part-
ner for many years. In the financial year of

2021/2022, 80 per cent of Australia’s goods
exported to China came from WA. Besides
iron ore, China is also the biggest buyer of
WA’s gold, lithium, wheat and mineral sands.

Encountered by common challenges like
climate change and COVID-19 pandemic,
China and WA shall look for new fields to
continue deepening our cooperation and
collaboration, such as clean energy and
digital economy.

WA has established Sister State relations
with Chinese Zhejing Province and they
celebrated their 35th anniversary last year.
Presently there are over 20 pairs of Sister
Cities between China and WA, and the City
of Perth celebrated with Chengdu their 10
years of sistership last September.

There are around 130,000 people in
WA with Chinese heritage, and the Chinese
communities have been playing increas-
ingly important parts in strengthening WA
multicultural society and promoting the
China-WA relationship.

As the ballast of China-WA friendship,
the business community over the years has
played active roles in promoting trade and
investment cooperation and the overall rela-
tionship between our two sides. The Gala
Dinner organised by the China Chamber
of Commerce in Australia (Perth Branch)
and Australia China Business Council WA
in celebration of our 50th anniversary once
again demonstrates their sincere aspiration
and firm confidence in China and Australia’s
everlasting friendship.

The 50th anniversary of the establishment
of diplomatic relations between China and
Australia is of special significance to both
countries, which provides valuable oppor-
tunities for us to reflect upon the past and
look into the future.

Fifty years ago, the leaders of our two
countries, with their vision and statesman-
ship, took the historically decisive joint steps
to open our diplomatic relations. Now the
baton has been passed onto our hands.

Upholding the principle of respecting
each other and seeking mutual benefit and
win-win results, China is ready to work with
Australia to build on past achievements and
further advance the China-Australia Com-
prehensive Strategic Partnership.

With strong determination and unremit-
ting efforts, we will carry our Comprehensive
Strategic Partnership forward into a brighter
future. &
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Book review
Sub-Imperial Power:
Australia in the
International Arena

By Clinton

Dr Eileen Whitehead

Fernandes explains Australia’s transference
of subservience from the United Kingdom
to the United States of America since World
War II. His lucid explanation reveals that the
nonsense that is Australia’s foreign policy is
clearly all about money and power, and that
the term “rules-based international order”
is, in fact, a euphemism for a US-led imperial
system (p.31).

In his section “Sovereignty curtailed by the rules-
based imperial order” he describes how the weak
foreign investment regulations governed by the Depart-
ment of Foreign Affairs and Trade, and the Office of
International Law in the Attorney-General’s Depart-
ment, fail in their regulation of foreign investment
in Australia. The international trade obligations are
in fact obfuscated, making it difficult to understand
quite how a particular foreign investment is actually
of benefit to Australia.

He states that Australia “has entered into trade
agreements that give a higher priority to the interests
of private investors than to its own sovereignty. And
on the Australian Stock Exchange, as we have seen,
the dominant private investors are US-based. This
is the essence of an imperial order: state sovereignty
is subordinated to the interests of private investors,
who can count on the support of their own powerful
home states to create and preserve that order.” (p.24)

Hence his reference to Australia as a “sub-imperial
power,” which explains the squeeze exerted by the

— and the UK - in getting Australia to sign up to
AUKUS, with its eight nuclear powered submarines,
and the subsequent invasion of US personnel and
weaponry in the event of our “interoperability” in a
contrived future conflict with China. A conflict not
in our interest and which elucidates precisely how
the “rules-based international order” really works.

He sees this as evidence of “a conscious appli-
cation of principles of imperial planning that long
pre-date the current period.” As he points out it’s
not there for the “benefit of humanity.” Despite its
benign-sounding name, he describes how these rules
“entrench the power of powerful states and help them
exclude and subdue their rivals.” A good example is
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), set
up after World War II to defend a European order
with the sole aim of isolating the Soviet Union. The
current conflict in Ukraine shows where that can lead.

Fernandes ends his chapter on AUKUS, describing
it as “the military, intelligence and cyber equivalent
of Australia’s trade and investment agreements with
the United States and United Kingdom. Taken as a

Fernandes
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whole, the agreements uphold the rules-based inter-
national order as it actually operates — the rights of
private investors take precedence over the sovereignty
of (most) states.” (p.74)

He also speaks of the Global South’s reluctance to
follow blindly Western demands to support Ukraine in
order to uphold American “exceptionalism.” He sug-
gests that a “democratic equitable international order
would be an alternative to an imperial order whether
led by the United States or a China-based alliance
system.” (p.124) He also comments on China’s obvi-
ous “outreach to the developing world” whilst the US
is currently finding itself in a position of polarisation
politically and the erosion of its democracy at home.

If you want to understand Australia’s place in the
world and its limited foreign policy, this is a must read.
Sub-Imperial Power: Australia in the International Arena,
Published by Melbourne University Press, paper back,

a

176 pages. @
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plans (plznz) — we’ve got ...

Everyone has plans. Like “arguing for,” having plans can be a
weaslish way to distract you from a total lack of activity on some-
thing that matters. If our leaders have a plan which does not
have a date attached to it, you can treat it with the same respect
you give to most people’s new year resolutions. Also look at
what’s not in the plans. For example, the ALP’s plan to boost
renewables to 82 per cent of the grid by 2030 doesn’t mention
their ongoing subsidies for fossil fuel extraction.

investing in (in'vestiy m)

It's not hard to find examples of this weasly expression in the
wild! “Investing in” sounds better than just “spending money
on” because people feel like they’ll get something back from
an investment. If you buy shares and they go up in value, you
can sell them and spend the difference. When someone buys
a house and then flogs it for more money, they get to keep the
profit. This applies to public good, too. If we spend money on
educating Australians, we’ll wind up with Australians who can do
all sorts of useful stuff for us. On the other hand, taxpayers have
“invested” in all sorts of luxuries for private schools, but | for one
have yet to receive a dividend for the money spent on making
Sydney’s Scots College more luxurious. Sometimes “investing
in” is just there to make us feel better about spending money on
something we like but can’t think of a neoliberal justification for —
like the national swimming team, or our other national passion of
spending billions on nuclear submarines. We’re not wasting Aus-
tralian money, we're investing it (up the wall).

certainty ('ssrtn t)

Do you like certainty? | like certainty, except when | don'’t. It real-
ly depends on what we're being certain about. | like certainty
when it comes to meal times and my power supply, but I'm not so
crazy about the certainty of death. Governments like to promise
certainty about so many things, and they just love to give cer-
tainty to business. Businesses are supposed to enjoy the rough
and tumble of exhilarating free market competition, which you
would think comes with a dollop of uncertainty, but when things
get tough they turn into fragile little creatures. Luckily our gov-
ernments just love promising business certainty. Look at the gas
industry, that precious little multi-billion dollar driver of climate
change. If they don’t have certainty on prices, they might go and
extract Australian gas from somewhere else, which just would
not do. (I know that doesn't make sense; go tell the gas industry
that).

mugs (migz) — don’t treat people like ...

A mug is someone easy to hoodwink, so it’s insulting to treat
someone like a mug. Therefore, if someone saves you from
being treated like a mug, they’re a good person, on your side,
and definitely someone you should trust, right?

Wrong. Don’t be a mug. Let me be clear here — Dutton accusing
Albanese of treating Australians like mugs does not mean Alba-
nese isn’t treating us like mugs. However, in the same way that
my enemy’s enemy is not automatically my friend, Dutton telling
us Albo thinks we are mugs does not mean Dutton doesn’t treat
us like mugs. We've just had nine years of Dutton and his mates
abusing our intelligence to prove otherwise.

reliable (ri'lai o bal) — we are a trusted and reliable
partner to the US

Normally it's good to be reliable. That's what | like about my
car — | turn the key, and the thing starts. I'm proud to be relia-
ble at work — | show up every day, and if I'm sick, | give them as
much notice as possible. Of course, if the job I’'m doing is a bad
one, my being reliable just makes it worse. That's why describ-
ing Australia’s relationship with the United States as our being
“a reliable” partner make the word weasly. Australians, as repre-
sented by our two governing parties, are reliable inasmuch as if
the United States say “jump”, we ask “how high?”. We join in any
war they’ve got going, we buy our expensive military hardware
from them, and sometimes we even jump before they’ve given
us the order — like when Morrison echoed Trump in accusing
China of shady COVID-related doings. You can call this behav-
iour “reliable” all you like, but it looks more like “servile”.
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Your health - it’s a

Barry Murray

The health of any nation can
be measured in many ways.
Life expectancy, infant mor-
tality and mental health statis-
tics are just some of the main
measures.

All those statistics are in turn
linked to the levels of inequality
and exploitation in any society. As
a consequence the level of poverty
is linked to the quality of and access
to adequate food, clothing, housing,
and education. Your class governs
the amount of leisure time, time
for regular exercise, and quality
of worry-free sleep — something
the poor and working poor seldom
experience.

These areas of human need are
important ones in the “preventive
care” areas of human wellbeing
and health, physical and mental.

After the preventive stage of
human health should come the
treatment area. This normally
begins with a visit to a GP. And
now the problems begin.

Increasingly in the North of
Ireland this first stage of diagnosis
and treatment is practically non-
existent. Even to be answered on
the phone to make an appointment
can take days to get through to a
receptionist.

Then the inquisition begins to
establish whether you are ill enough
to even get an appointment. And
these are lay people being forced, at
pain of losing their jobs, to screen
people to reduce the number of
patients coming to see their doctors.

The horror stories are legion.
People have died, and will con-
tinue to die, under this deliberately
underfunded system.

When it comes to having to
resort to going to Accident and
Emergency Department, very
often after failed attempts to get a
GP appointment — or sometimes
because of a successful GP visit —
the nightmare really begins. Twelve
or fourteen-hour waits, even days
waiting just to be triaged, are not
uncommon. A&E departments
throughout the North are collapsing
under the pressure of tactical and
deliberate underfunding, resulting,
ultimately, in the shortage of quali-
fied staff, and medical staff leaving
in their thousands.

Access to proper health services
in the North really is as bad as in the
poorest countries in the world. It
needs to be said too that the health
service in the South is as bad. Cer-
tainly, if you are wealthy and have
the highest levels of health insur-
ance you have few worries about
your access to proper medical care.
But why is it that what should be
a first-class health system, in the
shape of the National Health Service
(NHS), is on its knees? What hap-
pened to the ideal of a health service
free to all at the point of access?

Firstly, there is no doubt that
the “committees of the rich” in
the governments of Stormont and

Westminster are a big part of the
problem. There is no doubt at all
in the minds of activists here that
there are well-advanced neoliberal
plans to destroy the NHS and hand
it over to transnational “health
companies” (if you could call them
that), and without doubt local ones
too. Well over a hundred GP sur-
geries in Britain have been bought
by at least one transnational health
company.

We have what passes for a
health centre in the village of
Lisnaskea in County Fermanagh,
with 15,000 patients, which has
recently handed back its contract
to the hospital trust and is now
looking for new owners to buy the
business.

And we have to be clear here:
it is a business, and a business
has one purpose — profit. They are
spinning the yarn that the care of
patients is paramount. No, it is
not: profit is what is paramount;
“health” or “care” are not synony-
mous with profit.

We also have the most up-
to-date hospital building in
Enniskillen. It cost £250 million
[AU$438m] to build under a PFI
scheme. Its cost is now £750 mil-
lion [AU$1314m] and rising. And
the interest now stands at £20 mil-
lion [AU $35m] per annum, which
comes out of the hospital budget
allocated for the health service.
Needless to say, the hospital is
owned by a private consortium; so
again, it’s profit, not health.

Over the years there have been
attempts by the Western Health
Trust to close down important
specialist departments in this
hospital. An attempt to close the
stroke unit a number of years ago
was successfully resisted by local
people power. Not happy with that,
the health mandarins in the trust
have now “temporarily” closed the
Emergency Surgery Department,
which they want to set up in Alt-
nagelvin Hospital in Derry, two
hours away. This will close other
vital departments in the Enniskil-
len hospital. Ultimately the hospital
will be downgraded to the level of
an upmarket health centre; but
worse, it is very likely to be turned
into a private hospital.

The signs are not good. It is
privately understood that the
NHS, as we have known it, is fin-
ished. Campaigning must begin
for an all-Ireland health service,
free at the point of need, from the
cradle to the grave. For certain, the
transnational health vultures are
circling the NHS and will shortly
go for the kill.

The main excuse from the trusts
(five of them) and the Stormont
Department of Health is that they
cannot recruit doctors, especially
for the Enniskillen hospital. They
also say that doctors don’t want to
work or live in Enniskillen or Co.
Fermanagh.

And the other continuous
refrain is: We have no money. If
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we spend on that we will have to
cut this or that service. And on and
on the circular arguments go, aided
and abetted by politicians.

All these points are a nonsense,
and the trust has been found out
telling porkies, quite a few times,
with more to come.

But a central reason for lack
of medical staff in general is that
the government and the rest are
not training enough people. Why?
There are plenty of staff available
through private agencies, which
hire staff in the medical world at
twice the price of the ordinary NHS
staff. And an obvious question is:
Where will the private companies
find doctors, consultants and gen-
eral medical staff?

This is clear evidence of neolib-
eralism at work and the preparing of
conditions for the aforementioned
health vultures to swoop in for the
rich pickings of the NHS carcass.

Then we have the example of
a supposedly Third World country
having the best health service in the
world, even acknowledged by their
arch-enemies, the United States.
That country is, of course, Cuba.

Cuba’s life expectancy is as

high as or higher than that of the
United States. Infant mortality is
much better than the American
rate. There is a doctor for every
1,000 or so people there. Doctors
travel regularly to see their patients
in their homes, whether they are
needed or not; prevention is their
biggest and best strategy. Then GPs
and hospitals have a clearer patient
cohort to deal with.

On top of all this, the Cubans
actually send doctors all over the
world to help other countries in
need. There is no question about it,
the thirty-two counties of Ireland
need to be on their itinerary.

So why can an embargoed coun-
try, such as Cuba, population 11.5
million, have a world-class health
service and not even the six coun-
ties of the North of Ireland, popu-
lation 1.9 million, can care for its
citizens. When “copying the Cuban
health-care model” was raised by
me in the Belfast HQ of the full
Health Board meeting a number
of years ago there was stunned,
even horrified silence, followed by
nervous tittering, topped off with
condescending smiles and mutter-
ings. But no answers.
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There is clearly no political or
ideological will to introduce an all-
Ireland health service modelled on
anything even close to the Cuban
system. That cannot happen:
too close to socialism or, worse,
communism.

In the meantime the working
class, the poor and the working
poor will continue to die younger
than their rich neighbours across
town. This bottom tier of society
will continue to be treated by a
cannibalised NHS. The rest of
society will buy various levels of
health insurance according as they
can afford it or not. Inevitably, this
will create a further tactical schism
within the 99 per cent, the working
class, and between those who can
afford to pay at various levels and
those who cannot—a status thing;
sure we're all right, Jack.

All the “health companies,”
local and international, will rake
in massive profits. The health of
the nation or its people will not
be their concern. But their profits
will. And those who become really
ill can either pay or die. You will
have the choice.
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