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We must win 
the battle of ideas

Obituary: Mary Lioupas Black troops killed 
by white US soldiers

School strike for 
action on climate change

Anna Pha

Australian governments are quick to 
point the fi nger at human rights abus-
es in other countries, but Australia’s 
record is nothing short of disgraceful 
when it comes to our children. The lat-
est legislation before Queensland Par-
liament targets vulnerable children, 
the majority of whom are Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander, some as 
young as 10 years old.

85 per cent of children in Queensland 
detention centres are on remand, not gone to 
trial. Many will not be found guilty. Almost 
two thirds of them are Indigenous.

The Strengthening Community Safety 
Bill 2023 was introduced by the Labor gov-
ernment on 21st February with the intention 
of passing it this month. The government 
claims it is “designed to break the cycle of 
off ending by serious repeat off enders, with 
stronger penalties supporting the eff orts of 
police and the courts to reduce off ending 
and hold criminals accountable.”

Children as young as 10 years old are 
being locked up in what are referred to as 
detention centres – softer sounding termi-
nology for prisons. They are there because 
of a racist and punitive system which fails 
to address mental health issues, intergen-
erational trauma, poverty, homelessness, 
cognitive disabilities, and other vulnerabili-
ties. Many of these children are in the care 
(sic) of the state.

The bill criminalises children as young 
as 10 who breach bail conditions, such as 
failing to attend an appointment at the 
police station, and carries hefty sentences 
for minor off ences.

The maximum penalty for unlawful use 
of a motor vehicle is increased from seven 
to ten years. The sentence rises to 14 years 
if the off ence is committed at night, where 
the off ender uses violence or threatens vio-
lence, is armed or pretends to be armed, 
is in company, or damages or threatens to 
damage any property.

There will be funding to lock up more chil-
dren with two new youth detention centres.

Dedicated teams of police and youth jus-
tice workers will develop a rapid response 
targeting young people “at risk of off ending 
and young people on bail.” They will prowl 
the streets seeking out potential off enders.

“This legislation is going to ensure that 
generations of children are criminalised, 
and let’s be clear, most of those children are 
going to be Aboriginal,” said Debbie Kilroy, 
CEO of Sisters Inside.

The bill is based on a policy of racism 
and genocide.

“What we need to do is stop harming 
everyone. Stop harming the children who 
have already been so harmed by the system 
and start funding the programs that deal with 
that harm and work to move children away 
from being locked up, away from using harm 
to cope with what has happened to them.”

OVERRIDES HUMAN 
RIGHTS ACT

Queensland Human Rights Commis-
sioner Scott McDougall expressed alarm, 
saying that the legislation would override the 
protections of the Human Rights Act, a fact 
that the government unfl inchingly acknowl-
edges. It also overrides the UN Convention 
on the Rights of the Child.

“The government accepts that these provi-
sions are incompatible with human rights,” 
Police Minister Mark Ryan said, trying to 
justify the bill. “In the government’s view, 

this presents an exceptional crisis situation 
constituting a threat to public security”.

No evidence is presented of any such 
“exceptional crisis situation.”

“The measures introduced are predi-
cated on a fl awed perception that recidivist 
children will respond positively to punitive 
measures. As countless reviews have found, 
including from former Police Commissioner 
Bob Atkinson, such measures do not work 
to reduce crime and they do not protect the 
rights of victims,” McDougall said.

More than sixty organisations and indi-
viduals who work or research in this fi eld 
issued an open letter to the Queensland Par-
liament, “Stop Youth Crime – Get Smarter 
Not Tougher.” They call for a bipartisan 
approach, that Queensland communities 
“do not deserve political point-scoring about 
who is the toughest on crime.”

“Locking children up does not free com-
munities from crime. There is overwhelm-
ing evidence that youth detention does not 
work to deter crime, rehabilitate, or make 

communities safer. In fact, the experience of 
being incarcerated increases the likelihood 
of children off ending. Almost all children 
who are imprisoned in youth detention in 
Queensland reoff end within 12 months of 
their release.”

“LET FIRST NATIONS 
LEADERS LEAD”

Instead, the letter calls for an evidence-
based solution. “When First Nations leaders 
and organisations have been able to design 
and manage responses to youth crime within 
their communities, the results have been 
impressive.

“Governments need to get out of the 
way and let First Nations leaders lead. This 
means making a genuine commitment to self-
determination by First Nations peoples and 
resourcing of their communities to deliver 
local responses that they, more than anyone 
else, know will work best.”

Continued on page 2
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Peace and 
Australia Post

Have you heard of the Peace Budget? If you’ve been 
reading News Corp or Fairfax publications this year, you 
won’t have seen any trace of it. The Peace Budget is the 
simple idea that if Australia didn’t spend $170 billion 
on nuclear-powered submarines, we would be able to 
spend that money actually helping Australians. The 
submarines won’t make us safer, but will make Australia 
less independent, by making our military more closely 
entwined with that of the USA. Anyone still smarting 
from their last trip to the dentist, might be interested 
to know that we could aff ord free dental with change 
to spare if we dumped the AUKUS subs deal.

You probably have heard of the Stage 3 Tax Cuts. 
Tax cuts which will be an enormous present to people 
on more than $200,000 taxable income per year. The 
cuts will cost $243 billion. What do we get in return, 
other than even richer rich people? Supporting the 
cuts helped the Labor Party avoid being wedged by the 
Coalition before the last federal election, which must be 
nice for them. Without the Stage 3 cuts we could raise 
Jobseeker, disability support pension, and the aged 
pension. Tough luck unemployed people, anyone with 
a disability, retirees or just fi nding dental bills tough. 
The ALP promised the Stage 3 tax cuts and, barring a 
revolution, we’re getting them.

We could aff ord to do a lot of things that really need 
doing if we didn’t go ahead with the tax cuts and/or the 
insane submarine spend. Both AUKUS and Stage 3 tax 
cuts involve the ALP placing its own perceived political 
survival ahead of the interests of Australians. Both are 
“bipartisan,” meaning that, sure, democracy is nice and 
all, but you don’t get a choice on this. In both cases we’re 
throwing away money “that, without change, will have 
to be covered by the Australian taxpayer, money that 
could be better spent on schools, hospitals, and roads.”

Here we quote from none other than that well known 
Marxist revolutionary Paul Graham, the Chief Executive 
of Australia Post. That’s right, Graham argues that the 
Australian government would rather spend money on 
“schools, hospitals, and roads” than they would on 
something  unsustainable. Is Paul Graham so busy 
running Australia Post that he doesn’t keep up with 
the news, and doesn’t know what the government would 
rather spend our money on than schools, hospitals, 
and roads?

Another thing shared by the AUKUS military spend, 
the Stage 3 tax cuts and concerns about Australia Post 
keeping post offi  ces open and services running is the 
belief some things are worth more than just keeping 
the balance sheet sustainable. In the case of AUKUS, 
both major parties and media outlets assume that do-
ing what the United States wants is so important that 
money just doesn’t matter. In the case of the Stage 3 tax 
cuts, the ALP has decided that saving its hide is worth 
more than increasing Jobseeker to liveable levels. In 
the case of Australia Post, Australians decided long ago 
that this was a public good and that we could aff ord 
it. We can still aff ord it. The same way we can aff ord 
health, housing, and a decent life for all Australians.

Also sustainable; keeping Australia Post in public 
ownership. In setting up the latest review, Graham 
has said that “all options are on the table.” A glance 
at the history of privatisation in this country shows 
that privatisation is one option which should be kept 
off  the table.

Keep Australia Post in public ownership! Keep run-
ning Australia Post for people, not for profi t!
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Continued from page 1
“Research by the Queensland 

Family and Child Commission and 
others has found that most children 
in detention have experienced 
violence within their homes, pov-
erty, homelessness or the absence 
of a safe place to call home, and/
or exposure to alcohol and other 
substance misuse.”

“We must address these issues 
by tackling child poverty, collec-
tively ending youth homelessness, 
addressing the impact of family 
violence on children, and increasing 
the number and range of special-
ised youth mental health services, 
alcohol and drug treatment services, 
child protection, family support, 
early education and mentoring.

“Get tougher on the causes of 
youth crime – it will represent a far 
better, less costly and more eff ective 
investment of taxpayers’ dollars in 
achieving community safety,” The 
letter says.

POLICE CELLS
“In Queensland, we have 

become desensitised to the prac-
tice of holding children in police 
cells for days and weeks at a time. 
We have heard troubling accounts 
of up to 11 children held for long 
periods in a single cell with only 
one toilet. This would be unaccept-
able in any jurisdiction, but for it to 
occur in Australia’s newest human 
rights jurisdiction is particularly 
distressing,” the Human Rights 
Commissioner said.

These children being held in 
adult watch houses can be as young 
as 10. “Some children have been 
held there for up to 30 days at a 
time,” The Youth Advocacy Centre 
says. “These facilities are severely 
inadequate for children to stay in.”

Apart from the totally inap-
propriate conditions and lack of 
opportunities for visits by family, 
there can be serious mental impacts 
on the children. Queensland Police 
Service staff  are not trained to deal 

with children in this situation. And 
the children are being held in close 
proximity to adult prisoners.

“Many children in this situation 
are victims of abuse, violence, or 
neglect, and are deserving of sup-
port to assist in healing and prevent 
continued off ending. The traumatic 
experience of a watch house stay is 
very damaging to children and does 
not address criminal behaviour but 
instead exacerbates it.”

The UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child explicitly states 
that “Children should be arrested, 
detained or imprisoned only as a 
last resort and for the shortest time 
possible. They must be treated 
with respect and care, and be 
able to keep in contact with their 
family.” This is not happening in 
Queensland. 

Kilroy is urging the government 
to put an end to the family policing 
system which sees Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander children being 
forcibly removed from their fami-
lies because of racism and poverty.

“Currently the State can steal a 
baby, a child, from their family for 
lack of resources or support and 
then hand the baby, the child, to 
another family – a ‘foster family,’ 
who the State then provides all the 
resources and support to,” Debbie 
Kilroy said.

“The State needs to end the 
suff ering and fund families to stay 
together.” The additional $42 mil-
lion being allocated to hotspot polic-
ing should be redirected to proven 
community solutions.

A HUMANE 
APPROACH

Australia is one of the few coun-
tries in the developed world that 
has not raised the age of criminal 
responsibility to 14. It has only 
been done in some states, but not 
in Queensland.

The Youth Advocacy Centre’s 
Orange Paper 2 proposes a 10-point 
plan for addressing youth off ending. 
Its plan its centred around address-
ing the causes of youth off ending by 
such means as providing support 
for families; addressing housing 
and homelessness issues; through 
the education system; providing 
mental health and increasing the 
provision of detox and rehab facili-
ties; and providing an intensive, 
individualised therapeutic response 
for those in detention.

As Monique Hurley from the 
Human Rights Law Centre told 
The Diplomat: “children belong in 
playgrounds and schools, never in 
prisons and police cells.” 
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Andrew Irving

Community and political activist, 
union shop steward, strong and 
determined leader, catering man-
ager, impressive fundraiser, gen-
erous donor and always a warm 
comrade.

Mary Kalaitzis was born on 6th 
September 1946, in Neo Petritsi, Serres 
Greece.

Mary was a proud Greek of Vlach 
origin from a family that struggled in 
the National Resistance movement. 
Her father, Ioannis Kalaitzis, served in 
Gyaros and Makronisos and was once 
arrested by the police and sent to the 
prison in Drama.

There they tortured him and others 
inhumanely by tying prisoners together 
in pairs with handcuff s by their left and 
right legs. Then they took them to rocky, 
uneven ground and made them run. One 
fell and inevitably the other too! Her 
father had broken ribs and was writh-
ing in pain.

Mary could tell many stories of the 
suff ering of the thousands of tireless 
fi ghters who wanted a free and demo-
cratic Greece, a Greece of equality and 
social justice.

In 1969, as political activists Mary 
and her husband Savvas had to leave 
Greece and came to Australia to escape 
the repression and the threats of the 
Greek dictatorship.

Their commitment to the workers 
remained solid and after a few years they 
became members of the Greek Democritus 
Workers’ League and the newly formed 
Socialist Party of Australia in 1972.

Mary and Savvas were both fi rst and 
foremost clothing workers and militant 
activists. Mary became a worker at 
GloWeave and was a shop steward from 
1980-89 and member of the committee 
of management and executive of Cloth-
ing Trades Union.

Mary became a strong and determined 
leading member of the large progressive 
Greek community in Melbourne, partici-
pating in the peace movement and May 
Day marches.

She was a long-term member and 
on the committee of the Association of 
National Resistance Fighters. On the 
weekend that she went into hospital she 
was to receive a well-deserved award for 
her work in this Association. Equally she 
has had along service in and leadership in 
the management committee of the Dem-
ocritus League, an important centre for 
progressive Greek people in Melbourne.

Comrade Mary has always entered 
into her activity as a Party member taking 
our policies to the community. She was 
always a ready and reliable participant 
in Party life and activities.

She was a most active and hardwork-
ing comrade both politically and as an 
organiser, bringing support to the Party 
from the Greek community for the SPA/
CPA. Mary also worked in support of the 
KKE (Communist Party of Greece), in 
their fraternal struggles in the community 
here and in Greece.

Over all her time here she has recog-
nised, promoted, and organised celebra-
tions for signifi cant leaders and events 
in the movement for Comrades like 
Nikos Belogiannis and many historical 
and cultural events like the Polytechnic 
commemoration. Mary was always there 
ready to help and work.

From 1990 to 2010 Mary ran her 
takeaway shop in Clayton. This meant long 
hours of hard work and diffi  cult condi-
tions. But she was always available and 
ready to help the Party and community.

For all of my life in the Party I have 
known and appreciated the commitment 
of Mary and Savvas. I met them at the fi rst 
Greek dinner dance in Elizabeth Street 
I attended as a Young Socialist League 
member in mid-1970s. How could I forget, 
as I won the fi rst prize in the raffl  e, a satin 
quilt that took me another eight years to 
raffl  e off  again!

It was a family of struggle. The Young 
Socialist League also had Mary’s son and 
daughter, John and Jenny, who were 
leading members, with central activities 
being the Greek dance group, cultural 
events, solidarity with the Polytechnic 
memorial, and relations with KNE (Com-
munist Youth of Greece). And of course, 
the Young Pioneers’ soccer club. Which 
meant that every week the Club Commit-
tee John and I met and had dinner after 
training at Tait Street Fitzroy.

Mary and Savvas were our senior 
veterans but never retired, contribut-
ing to Party meetings, education, and 
organising activists.

They were the most reliable and 
hardworking comrades, a powerhouse in 
managing the Party’s major events. Even 
after work long hours at the shop Mary 
would prepare the food for a function.

Mary and Savvas were the biggest 
fundraisers, seller of function, and raffl  e 
tickets. Guardian distributors and donors.

She always declared herself available 
to help and ready to participate. More 
recently, when it was diffi  cult for her to 
walk, she was there happy to sit at a stall 
with the also tireless Eleftheria Gagatsaki, 
and sell various badges, books, and pro-
motional leafl ets for peace, disarmament, 
labour rights, and socialism.

Through all the diffi  cult times for 
the Party, Mary and Savvas have given 
long-term leadership, with determina-
tion, political commitment, and strength.

Rest in power, friend, mother, and 
comrade. 

Australia

Obituary: Mary Lioupas

Last week, Aldi, Amazon, 
Apple, and Australia’s other 
top retailers, food and bever-
age manufacturers and agri-
cultural companies received a 
claim from transport workers 
demanding they sign up to six 
principles to make their supply 
chains safer, fairer and more 
sustainable.

The claim follows the devas-
tating collapse of Australia’s larg-
est cold chain operator, Scott’s 
Refrigerated Logistics, which was 
in the supply chain of 22 of the 40 
companies to receive the claim.

These 40 supply chain clients 
reap a total of more than $160 
billion in revenue a year based on 
latest reporting fi gures. Meanwhile 
the operators and drivers trans-
porting their goods are teetering 
on razor-thin margins and deadly 

pressure to delay maintenance, 
increase speed, and ignore driver 
fatigue.

The crisis in transport is killing 
people and businesses. In fi nancial 
year 2021-22, almost 200 trans-
port businesses became insolvent. 
Already this year, 45 people have 
died in truck crashes, including 10 
truck drivers.

Hundreds of truck drivers 
and logistics workers descended 
on Aldi stores around the country 
to hand-deliver the claim to the 
retailer which previously lost two 
legal battles attempting to silence 
transport workers’ speaking out on 
safety in their supply chains.

Unlike Coles and Woolworths, 
Aldi has previously refused to 
sign a charter with the Transport 
Workers’ Union on supply chain 
accountability.

The six principles of the claim 
are:
• Safety and fairness – 

accountability for safe, fair 
work throughout their supply 
chains;

• Transparency – over transport 
contracts so no worker falls 
through the cracks;

• Collective voice – ensuring 
transport workers can speak 
out on pay and safety;

• Education and consultation – 
on issues that impact workers’ 
pay and safety;

• Lifting industry standards – 
eliminating fi nancial incentives 
and pressures to take risks;

• Disaster preparedness – 
equipping workers to safely 
navigate natural disasters, 
pandemics and other supply 
chain disruptions.

TWU National Secretary 
Michael Kaine said retailers are 
reporting booming profi ts while 
transport operators and drivers in 
their supply chains are either going 
broke or under deadly pressure to 
cut corners in safety to stay afl oat.

“Gargantuan retail profi ts from 
a greed-price spiral and squeezed 
transport costs are hurting the 
economy, killing Australians in 
preventable truck crashes, and 
sending transport operators broke. 
The collapse of Scott’s Refrigerated 
Logistics is devastating for transport 
workers and supply chains with no 
sizeable competitor in cold chain 
logistics.

“Transport workers are taking 
the crisis in transport to those 
with the commercial power reap-
ing massive gains from the razor-
thin margins of operators and 

owner-drivers who transport their 
goods,” Kaine said.

“Workers have had enough of 
wealthy retailers, manufacturers 
and agricultural companies shirk-
ing their responsibilities for safety 
and fairness in their supply chains. 
They’ve had enough of deadly pres-
sures, bankruptcies, and a rise of 
exploitative gig models as opera-
tors scramble with growing and 
unrealistic pressure for transport 
to be quicker and cheaper.”

Kaine said transport workers 
were taking positive action and over 
coming weeks and months with a 
commitment to further protests and 
convoys to hold wealthy clients to 
account. 

For safe supply chains



4  13th March, 2023 Guardian

Silica dust is so fi ne that it is 100 times small-
er than a grain of sand. But with each breath, 
you risk death.

A Curtin University report has predicted that 
around 10,000 Australians will develop lung cancer 
in their lifetime due to exposure to silica dust.

The dust is common when working in construc-
tion, tunnelling, quarrying, excavating, mining, road 
construction, and some manufacturing processes. 
It’s produced when cutting engineered stone, as is 
common when making kitchen benchtops.

Former stonemason Kyle Goodman speaks from 
experience when he says no future generations should 
have to be diagnosed with the deadly disease. “Four 
and a half years ago, I was given between fi ve and 
eight years to live,” he said.

“It’s a death sentence. There’s no cure; there’s 
no treatment.”

The disease does not discriminate, striking workers 
in their twenties, thirties and forties. When Joanna 
McNeill received her silicosis diagnosis, it was a 
moment of cruel irony.

“I was told ‘you do have silicosis’ and I had no 
idea what it was,” McNeill said. She was working as 
a safety offi  cer for a quarry at the time.

“I ran safety meetings. I ran everything in the tool-
box for safety. How did I not know what crystalline 
silica dust is?” she said. “Engineered stone is killing 
workers. This is the asbestos of the 2020s.”

Over half a million Australian workers are cur-
rently exposed to silica dust every day.

The disease and its cause have been known for more 
than a century. As far back as 1935 state governments 
in the US were forced to incorporate silicosis into work-
ers’ health schedules. Health and safety requirements 
to hose down dust during drilling were not enforced 
and millions of workers died from silicosis.

The Labor government made a commitment to 
ban the importation, manufacture, and use of the 
engineered stone with legislation later this year. 
This follows the CFMEU’s threat to ban its use if it 
not do so. 

Less than eight years to live

ABC journalists have voted overwhelmingly in favour of taking 
industrial action as they push for a fair deal from management. 
Close to 90 per cent of union members voted in favour of a range 
of industrial actions up to and including an indefi nite strike in a 
protected action ballot. Media, Entertainment and Arts Alliance 
media director Cassie Derrick said members were resolute that the 
current proposal from ABC management needs to be improved. 
Union representatives met with ABC managing director David 
Anderson but there was no better offer forthcoming.

“David Anderson listened to our concerns and has agreed to 
postpone voting on the current offer, but there was no commitment 
made about providing an improved deal that addresses the 
major concerns of staff,” said Derrick. “This is not just about 
pay. It’s about ensuring a fair go at forging a career at the public 
broadcaster. It’s about sustainable careers and equal pay for 
journalists in the regions, from diverse backgrounds and women.”

Outstanding issues for ABC staff include career progression 
through pay bands to provide a pathway for junior staff, and 
the majority of staff in the regions as journalists gain skill and 
experience in a role; a regular, transparently reported gender and 
race pay gap audit to address specifi c problems with inequality 
and retention of diverse staff. The union says the offer must also 
include back pay to the expiry date of the previous enterprise 
bargaining agreement. ABC members around Australia met last 
week to discuss the result of the protected action ballot and the 
next steps to be taken.

The NSW Nurses and Midwives’ Association (NSWNMA) has 
escalated calls for nurse-to-patient ratios to be introduced state-
wide, off the back of new data showing more patients sought 
emergency treatment in public hospitals towards the end of 
2022 than prior to the pandemic. The data shows almost 68,000 
emergency department patients left without, or before, completing 
treatment during October to December, while one in 10 patients 
who were treated and admitted still spent almost 20 hours waiting 
in the ED over the same quarter. The union says that to improve 
these fi gures, urgent investment is needed in our skilled nursing 
workforce which has suffered widespread burnout and fatigue. 
NSW patients deserve better, they deserve ratios. In the lead 
up to the March state election, NSWNMA members are urging 
candidates from all political persuasions to support minimum and 
enforceable nurse-to-patient ratios, improved maternity staffi ng 
and fair pay.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: The chief executive of National 
Australia Bank is right behind the Albanese government’s tax 
increase for people with superannuation savings of more than 
$3 million. “It affected a small group of people who have a huge 
amount of money in those funds.” The hypocrisy stands out like a 
shining gold snout in a trough. For a man on more than $5 million 
per annum who is responsible for driving mortgage holders into 
deeper debt and starvation it is a drop in the ocean.

Silicosis. Image: Gumersindorego – Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 3.0)

Last month’s $400,000 fi ne 
for Clark Cranes is a slap in 
the face for the families and 
construction workers aff ected 
after the horrifi c workplace 
accident in September 2018 
at a Box Hill (Melbourne) con-
struction site.

A missing split pin caused a 
tub of concrete weighing several 
tonnes to plummet to the ground 
crushing and killing Shaun Burns 
48, and leaving John Babich, then 
28, permanently in a wheelchair.

The CraneSafe green sticker 
program safety check would have 
avoided this tragic accident. This 
program is considered an industry 
standard and critical to the preven-
tion of construction accidents and 
injuries. The program is endorsed 
by the Crane Industry Council, 
WorkSafe and the construction 
union, the CFMEU.

Victorian State Secretary of the 
CFMEU, John Setka said, “We are 
all at a loss as to why Clark Cranes 
will not adhere to the safety checks 
in order to receive a green sticker, 
with incidents in the past, this 
‘roadworthy’ check, which only 
costs between fi ve and six hundred 
dollars, is treated as an industry 
standard.

“… but clearly we need to push 
for legislation on the green sticker 
safety inspection program to avoid 
any future loss of life and injury.”

Adam Olsen, the CFMEU 
organiser who was on site on that 
tragic day said, “The fi ne handed 
out yesterday is disgusting when 
you consider not only was there a 
death, another worker became a 
paraplegic.

“Over 100 workers on the site 
that day have all been aff ected in 
some way, many were too trauma-
tised to return to work when the 

site reopened following the inves-
tigation, and many have suff ered 
ongoing mental health issues as 
a workplace fatality is extremely 
confronting and understandably 
too much for some to handle.”

“This is an industry where 
safety should be paramount. Clark 
Cranes continue to display little or 
no regard for such protocols. Fortu-
nately for Michael Clark, director of 
Clark Cranes, the workplace man-
slaughter laws weren’t introduced 
until July 1st, 2020.

“We hope you go home to your 
family and sleep very well tonight, 
Michael Clark.”

Meanwhile, the CFMEU is call-
ing for an inquiry into the Austral-
ian Federal Police (AFP) and the 
Joint Union Taskforce which arose 
from the discredited Heydon Royal 
Commission after yet another anti-
union investigation was abandoned.

The AFP wrote to the CFMEU 
in January informing the union it 
has now closed an investigation of 
the union and its offi  cers arising 
from the Royal Commission which 
led to the November 2015 raid of 
the union’s Queensland Branch.

“Seven years after the AFP 
raided the Queensland offi  ces of 
the CFMEU in a blaze of publicity 
and innuendo, the organisation has 
quietly abandoned its investiga-
tion,” said Dave Noonan, National 
Secretary, CFMEU Construction & 
General Division.

“The AFP’s handling of the 
matter and the inordinate resources 
involved in its fruitless pursuit of 
the CFMEU raise questions that 
should be explored as part of an 
offi  cial inquiry into the AFP and 
the Trade Union Joint Taskforce 
which arose from Heydon Royal 
Commission.”

The union has been forced to 

spend hundreds of thousands of 
dollars to ensure that legal profes-
sional privilege was respected by 
the AFP in this matter. It can only 
be speculated what the cost of the 
AFP’s investigation has been to 
Australian taxpayers.

“This is the latest politicised 
investigation to end in failure for 
the Joint Taskforce, which was 
made up of the AFP, the ACCC 
(Australian Competition and Con-
sumer Commission), and the ABCC 
(Australian Building and Construc-
tion Commission). The Task Force 
launched a string of high-profi le 
investigations against the CFMEU 
and its offi  cers that were ultimately 
withdrawn or collapsed at trial.”

These include the failed black-
mail case against offi  cials John 
Setka and Shaun Reardon in Vic-
toria, the ACCC’s failed cartel case 
against Jason O’Mara in the ACT, 
and the malicious prosecution 
of John Lomax; – matters which 
raised serious questions about 
appalling behaviour and abuse of 
legal process by the investigating 
agencies.

The agencies involved in the 
Joint Taskforce were handed tens 
of millions of taxpayer dollars by 
the former Coalition government to 
aggressively prosecute unions for 
doing their job. The documentary 
Lethal Bias: The War to Criminal-
ise Australia’s Construction Work-
ers, details the shocking behaviour 
of these regulators and investigators 
in their pursuit of working people.

“A formal inquiry is now the 
only way for the Australian people 
to learn the full extent of the politi-
cisation of these powerful bodies 
and to ensure it does not happen 
again,” said Dave Noonan. 

A slap on the wrist
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We must win the 
battle of ideas

www.cpa.org.au

Vinnie Molina

Working people around the 
capitalist world have been hit 
hard from the employer class. 
Capitalists will always look at 
how to improve profi t margins 
from workers’ labour. The 
employer class also invests 
massive resources trying to 
win the battle of ideas. 

They use mass and social media 
with this objective. The working 
class and its vanguard must win 
this battle to raise and build class 
consciousness and class power.

One of the key tasks is to change 
the language. Like the rest of soci-
ety, left and progressive forces are 
subjected to the language of the 
oppressor and sometimes we suc-
cumb to the trap of using the same 
language to confront the challenge. 

For example, in recent times 
the CPA has been campaigning 
for a budget for peace. This raises 
the concepts of defence and milita-
rism. In the battle of ideas, work-
ing people are passively whipped 
by government and mass media 
propaganda that the huge military 
budget is necessary for their secu-
rity and defence. People remember 
the old doctrine of the Australian 
Defence Forces (ADF) set up to 
defend our shores.

However, this has changed and 
more and more often the ADF are 
becoming inter-operational with the 
US forces under their command in 
off ensive actions that have nothing 
to do with Australia’s defence and 
security. 

For some time now the ADF 
has no longer had the purpose of 
defending the country against any 
possible “invasion” but has been 
reset to become an increasingly 
dangerous and destabilising threat 
in the region. The Pivot to the Asia-
Pacifi c and the exorbitant military 
budget have become an off ensive 
force, particularly so with the US 
Alliance at the centre of its doc-
trine, and most recently with the 
AUKUS and QUAD treaties and 
the proposed acquisition of nuclear 
submarines and the militarisation 
of Australia’s north.

Our campaign for a peace 
budget should bring people together 
under the banner that to give peace 
a chance it needs a budget. We aim 
to raise awareness to bring enough 
pressure on the government to stop 
the AUKUS treaty and its enormous 
$270 billion militaristic budget 
projected for the next fi ve years. 
That money should be funding 
for people’s health, housing, and 
education. No more money for war, 
peace deserves a budget. 

Workplaces have also changed. 
Workers’ wages and conditions have 
been undermined and the right to 
organise is not guaranteed. Work-
ers have no right to withdraw their 
labour and union offi  cials face many 
restrictions put in place to control 
access to workplaces.

The last 15 years have seen the 
most militant sections of the trade 
unions severely hit with heavy 
fi nes and some offi  cials avoided 
prison terms only on technicali-
ties. The Australian Building and 

Construction Commission (ABCC) 
was well funded to persecute 
CFMEU members and offi  cials. It 
went through a name change under 
the Gillard Labor government but 
the union continued to be penal-
ised under Labour’s Fair Work Act. 

The recent IR changes got rid 
of the ABCC and the Registered 
Organisations Commission (ROC) 
but their functions and funding 
were allocated to the Fair Work 
Commission so we can only assume 
that those anti-worker attacks will 
continue.

It is not enough to say that as 
communists we have the correct 
political line and policies. We know 
that socialism means democracy 
for working people but we need to 
convince workers and bring them 
along. We need to use a language 
that workers will grab and make 
it their own.

To win the battle of ideas we 
need to be involved in workers’ 
struggles and bring to them a class 
perspective; if it is good for workers, 
it is good for their families, and the 
rest of society.

I have just put some examples 
but much more including interest 
rates can be added to the list. The 
Reserve Bank of Australia has raised 
interest rates nine consecutive 
times since May 2022 but workers’ 
incomes failed to keep up. 

There is no consideration given 
to the obscene profi ts reported by 
corporations which clearly are the 
main source for infl ation. The banks 
have also reported an increase to 
their profi t margins forecasting 

$33 billion profi t this year. The 
people however, struggle with their 
mortgages and rents on incomes 
that do not stretch enough to last 
until the next pay.

The big question for commu-
nists is how to convince workers 
that the system of exploitation must 
end and that it is their labour that 
creates wealth and that the benefi ts 
of that wealth should be for them 
and their families.

How can we convince workers 
that they have the power to change 
the current system of exploitation? 
Workers need to develop class con-
sciousness and unite as a class to 
win the battle of ideas. We must dis-
cuss these questions and fi nd ways 
to win this crucial battle to ensure 
workers support and walk with us 
to start resolving their immediate 
demands and ultimately end the 
system of exploitation.

Finally, we must bring workers 
to a position of support against 
the arms race that robs the work-
ing class of a crucial $270 billion 
plus that could be used to bring 
real security to families. These 
funds could be employed to start 
addressing the climate crisis, dis-
aster relief, rehabilitation, and 
planning/adaption for preventing 
future disasters and to provide 
education, health, and housing. 
This will require bringing to an 
end the war preparations that will 
never deliver anything for working 
people. Only the organised working 
class and a strong Communist Party 
can stop this nightmare. Consider 
joining the CPA today. 

Anna Pha
Last month Labor’s minister for environmental destruction, 
Tanya Plibersek, quietly granted Santos a licence to open 116 
new coal seam gas wells in Queensland, making a mockery 
of Labor’s claims to be tackling climate change and protecting 
the environment. The licence runs until 2077. Not surprisingly 
the Greens are reconsidering their willingness to negotiate 
on Labor’s proposed safeguard mechanism. Greens leader 
Adam Bandt accused Labor of being “desperate to open up 
new coal and gas while they can.” Gas “is as dirty as coal, 
we’re in the middle of a climate crisis and Tanya Plibersek 
needs to explain why Labor is approving new gas fracking 
until 2077,” deputy Greens leader Mehreen Faruqi said.

Santos, one of the largest gas and oil producers in the world, 
has other fossil fuel projects in the pipeline. Its Narrabri Gas 
Project looks set to go ahead, possibly the fi nal straw for the 
already substantially bleached Great Barrier Reef. Santos’ 
Narrabri project is set to carry out fracking for liquid natural 
gas in the Northwest Slopes region of NSW. The project 
would involve drilling up to 850 wells which is highly likely 
to have a negative impact on the Great Artesian Basin. The 
Gomeroi people appealed a decision in December 2022 by 
the National Native Title Tribunal which ruled that the public 
benefi t (sic) of the gas project outweighed its environmental 
concerns. At the same time, it acknowledged the genuine 
concerns of the Gomeroi people that the project would cause 
“grave and irreversible consequences” to their culture, lands, 
and waters as well as contributing to climate change.

The importance of protecting the Great Artesian Basin cannot 
be over emphasised. It lies beneath parts of the Northern 
Territory, Queensland, South Australia, and New South 
Wales, spanning almost 1.7 million square kilometres which is 
over one-fi fth of the Australian continent. It is critical to an $80 
billion agricultural industry.

The Liverpool Plains is noteworthy for its rich fertile soil. 
It is also part of the Namoi River catchment, which has the 
largest groundwater system in the Murray-Darling catchment. 
In April 2021, the then NSW deputy premier, John Barilaro, 
announced that the government had decided there would be 
no more mining on the Liverpool Plains and that the water 
resources would be protected at sustainable levels. Now it 
appears it will receive the go-ahead in conjunction with the 
Hunter pipeline.

Santos aims to build an 833-kilometre gas pipeline stretching 
from southern Queensland to Newcastle. The Hunter pipeline 
would destroy highly productive farmland, as well as rare 
native vegetation. Both major parties are avoiding mention 
of the highly controversial project during campaigning for the 
NSW elections which are to be held later this month. They 
hope no one will notice their kowtowing to fossil fuel interests. 
The Greens and the independent Teals oppose the project but 
receive little media coverage. The Gomeroi people, farmers, 
and environmentalists have taken the fi ght to stop Santos to 
the courts.

Santos has donated at least $521,719 to the Labor Party 
since 2015. Independent MP Monique Ryan commented: 
“you’d have to say they’ve received an excellent return on 
their investment.” In 2020-21 it donated $153,600 in publicly 
declared political donations.

One new coal or gas mine is too many.

The people of Australia did not elect Santos to govern 
Australia. Electoral reform is long overdue. Donations from 
mining companies should be banned and the whole donation 
system made transparent with reporting in real time.

Footnote: In an act of incredible hypocrisy, Labor has joined 
with 104 other nations to co-sponsor Vanuatu’s attempt to 
have the International Court of Justice to issue an opinion 
on present and future generations’ right to be protected from 
climate change. Any decision would be non-binding.

GREEN NOTES
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Graham Holton

There has long been a rumour in 
Queensland that dozens of African 
American troops were killed by their 
white offi  cers during World War II, 
but their mass graves had never been 
found. 

In 2012 the documentary evidence was 
uncovered by Ray Holyoak of James Cook 
University, Cairns. These documents explain 
why US congressman, Lyndon B Johnson 
(later president), visited Townsville on 6th 
June,1942. 

Holyoak told AM Radio: “For 70 years 
there’s been a rumour in Townsville that 
there was a mutiny among African American 
servicemen. In the last year and a half, I’ve 
found the primary documentation evidence.” 
The papers were found in the Queensland 
Police and Townsville Brigade archives.

During World War II, Prime Minister 
John Curtin appealed to the US to help 
Australia as “the only white man’s territory 
south of the Equator,” but the Australian War 
Cabinet opposed African American troops 
entering the country.

They relented after US political pressure. 
The fi rst signifi cant contingent of Black troops 
arrived in Melbourne in late January 1942. 
The War Cabinet overruled customs offi  cials, 
who had refused their entry, as they were 
needed to build airstrips. On 27th February 
1942, two more African American labour 
battalions disembarked in Melbourne. LD 
Causey, the US Naval Attaché in Melbourne, 
testifi ed to the strength of “the doctrines of 
racial superiority” in Australia.

On 11th March, under orders from Presi-
dent Franklin D Roosevelt, General Douglas 
MacArthur left Corregidor, Philippines for 
Australia. MacArthur announced that he sup-
ported the Australian decision that no more 
African American soldiers would be allowed 
into the country. Units already in Australia 

would be sent to the French colony of New 
Caledonia or to the British colony of India.

“I will do everything possible to prevent 
friction or resentment on the part of the 
Australian government and people at the 
presence of American colored troops ... Their 
policy of exclusion against everyone except 
the white race, known locally as the ‘White 
Australia’ plan is universally supported here.”

African American units, based in New 
Guinea and the Melanesian Islands to pro-
tect Australia from a Japanese Imperial 
Forces invasion, were forbidden to have 
their R & R (Rest and Recreation) in Aus-
tralia. White American soldiers had R & R 
in Brisbane, Sydney, or Melbourne. More 
than 10,000 African American troops were 
based in Queensland. Clashes between Black 
and white US troops occurred in Brisbane, 
Ipswich, Torrens Creek, Ingham, and Mt Isa 
in Queensland.

African American units were under the 
command of white offi  cers, who were disliked 
because of their racist attitudes. Despite the 
US-Australia agreement, 600 African-Amer-
ican troops of the 96th Engineers General 
Services Regiment Battalion were building 
the Upper Ross Airfi eld outside Townsville. 
On April 15, 250 men of the Battalion were 
involved in a fi ght. They were rounded up 
by white soldiers with fi xed bayonets and 
loaded guns.

On Saturday night May 22, shots were 
heard by local farmers coming from the 
African-American camp. Black soldiers had 
rioted after a Black sergeant was killed by a 
white US offi  cer. The leaders of “A” and “C” 
Companies fi red heavy machine guns at the 
white offi  cers’ tents. In the eight-hour battle 
that followed, more than 700 rounds were 
fi red. Offi  cially, one person was killed and 
dozens injured. As 19 coffi  ns were ordered 
to bury the dead, it suggests that 19 African 
American soldiers were killed.

The entry in the 29th Australian Infantry 

Brigade War Diary No. 6 for 23rd May 1942, 
read: “0205: Message from Div that 500 US 
tps. from an Engr unit were in revolt at Junc. 
of FIVE HEAD and ROSS CKS. They were 
armed and a rep. from Div. had gone out to 
contact them. 0225: Message that trouble 
had been settled.”

Australian troops set up a roadblock to 
stop the rebellion spreading to Townsville. 
The report on the incident by Time maga-
zine journalist Robert Sherrod, was handed 
to Lyndon B Johnson, when he arrived in 
Townsville for three days. The news of the 
rebellion was never published in the US press 
due to censorship.

In a separate incident, at the mining 
town of Mt Isa, 73 Black soldiers died after 
drinking alcohol boiled in disused cyanide (a 
deadly poison) drums from the mines. The 
73 coffi  ns were loaded on a train and sent to 
the US Military Cemetery in Townsville. Little 
else is known about the incident. Cyanide is 
an acute toxin that is used in the extraction 
of copper, lead, zinc, and silver. The drums 
should have borne a warning of its poison 
content, which suggests that the poisoning 
was deliberate.

Plantation and sheep station owners 
had often used poisons, such as arsenic and 
strychnine, to kill off  the local Indigenous 
populations in Queensland. In 1896, a 
number of Aboriginals in Lakeland Downs, 
Queensland were murdered by a Scottish 
colonist after they stole his supplies. He 
gave them fl our laced with arsenic. Mass 
poisoning of Aboriginals continued up until 
recently throughout Australia.

On 17th February 1945 General Douglas 
MacArthur made the following statement to 
the African American press, on the character 
of: “the negro soldiers in the Southwest Pacifi c 
Area ... Their service has been magnifi cent. 
Their patience, their fortitude, their courage, 
and their complete devotion to their coun-
try mark them as belonging to the nation’s 
noblest citizens.”

How truthful was this statement? 
MacArthur believed that Blacks were inferior 
to Whites and should only do low skilled jobs 
and serve in segregated units. We can judge 
what General MacArthur really thought of 
the US Black troops who died on Australian 
soil at the hands of White US servicemen. 

Black troops killed 
by white US soldiers

An African American engineers’ unit of the US Army on parade during WW2. 
Photo: National Archives – www.archives.gov

Michael Cohen

In August 2021, the City of Atlanta 
shocked its citizens when it announced 
plans to construct a US $90m police 
training complex in the middle of the 
city’s beloved Weelaunee forest. The 
complex would feature a shooting 
range, helicopter landing pad, horse 
stables, an explosives range, and as the 
jewel in the crown, a mock city to train 
America’s already heavily militarised 
police forces in urban warfare, training 
that will likely be invaluable to Amer-
ica’s ruling class as the US becomes 
increasingly unstable. These features 
would make the complex dubbed ‘Cop 
City’ the largest police training facility 
in the United States.

The construction of this complex would 
require clearing 300 acres of forest which is 
vital to the ecological well-being and biodi-
versity of the city. Atlanta is often referred to 
as “the city in the forest” due to its extensive 
tree canopy cover. The forest surrounding 
Atlanta is a vital part of the city’s identity 
to many locals. The forest is also one of 
the last breeding grounds for the region’s 
amphibians, a migration site for birds, and 
contains wetlands that prevent fl ooding and 
fi lter rainwater.

Before this plan that would change 
Atlanta forever was made public, there was 
no opportunity for the people of Atlanta to 
voice their opinions. Since then, Atlantans 
have made their voices heard by all means 
at their disposal, with many taking to the 
streets and some squatting in the forest to 
frustrate eff orts to begin the clearing and 
construction of the facility.

Atlantans have been strongly opposing 
“Cop City” since its inception, as the fear of 
greater police militarisation hits very close 
to home for them, Atlantans still remember 
the George Floyd uprisings of 2020 and the 
murder of Rayshard Brooks in the middle of 
their city at the hands of a police offi  cer who 
had undertaken several hours of ineff ectual 
“sensitivity training” and “de-escalation” 
courses.

The people of Atlanta remember their 
Democrat-led city government responding to 
these protests by fi nding more creative ways 
of raising the funding for their racist police 
force under the guise of “reform” and “greater 
training.” Across the United States, this same 
process was undertaken despite massive, 
widespread calls for decreased police funds 
and demilitarisation. For the whole country, 
not just the Republican-dominated South 
and rural states, greater police militarisa-
tion means death for an increasing number 

of African-Americans, and worsened living 
conditions for millions of people.

It is no coincidence that this complex has 
been proposed in one of the United States’ 
most predominantly African-American and 
working class cities. Atlanta and Weelaunee 
Forest still bear the scars of the eras of 
slavery and of the racist Jim Crow laws. On 
the proposed site that would become “Cop 
City,” there is an old plantation that later 
became a prison farm holding mostly black 
prisoners. This prison farm was active until 
the 1990s. Today it is abandoned and serves 
as a reminder of Atlanta’s painful history.

The main group fi ghting the construc-
tion of “Cop City” is a social movement 
called “Defend The Atlanta Forest.” It is 
not a centralised organisation but instead 
draws support from individuals and several 
grassroots groups that share the common 
goal of defending the Weelaunee Forest 
and resisting police militarisation and eco-
logical destruction in general. This broad 
support for the resistance to “Cop City” has 
led to incredible frustrations for the City of 
Atlanta, the Atlanta Police Department and 
the project’s corporate patrons of Cox, Delta, 
the Koch brothers, Home Depot, and others.

Opposition to the construction of “Cop 
City” has risen in tension drastically in the 
last few months, with the murder of Manuel 

Esteban Paez Teran, also known as “Tortu-
guita” (meaning “little turtle”) on the 18th 
January, galvanising the forest’s defenders 
and enraging many Atlantans, and not helped 
by the fact that the police claimed that he 
was killed in an alleged fi refi ght between 
police and the forest defenders which also 
claimed the life of a police offi  cer.

Those close to Tortuguita knew him as a 
pacifi st, and police bodycam footage released 
later showed that the deceased offi  cer had 
been killed by his peers by mistake, suggest-
ing that the police had framed Teran for the 
offi  cer’s death.

The crackdown on the protests against 
Cop City and the police brutality that killed 
Tortuguita was swift and bloody, with Geor-
gia’s governor calling in 1000 National Guard 
troops to deal with the protests, and 20 
protestors arrested on trumped-up “domes-
tic terrorism” charges and placed on bail as 
high as US$13,500.

For now, Weelaunee Forest’s defend-
ers are still doing their best to resist the 
destruction of Atlanta’s greatest treasure, 
and continuing to proclaim that “Cop City 
will never be built.” 

Atlanta’s Cop City

“the doctrines of 
racial superiority”
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In October 2022 a young Bar-Tailed 
Godwit broke a world record by fl y-
ing non-stop from Alaska to Ansons 
Bay, Tasmania, 13,560 km in 11 days. 
Scientists in Alaska had attached a 5G 
satellite tag in order to track the spe-
cies’ migration patterns.

Eric Woehler, from Birdlife Tasmania, 
said the bird had probably lost “half or more 
of its body weight” during its continuous day 
and night fl ight. The fl ight was dangerous for 
the little bird as the species is unable to land 
on water – they don’t have webbed claws. 

A vagrant bird is a bird which is outside 
its normal wintering and breeding areas. 
Other vagrants attracted the media, when 
birds normally found in Asia turned up in 
Gippsland and in western Victoria.

A species never seen before in Australia, 
the Long-Billed Dowitcher, was spotted at 
Lake Tutchewop, Swan Hill. Vagrant Aleu-
tian Terns appeared in NSW. In January 
2022 a Narcissus Flycatcher, native to the 
Korean Peninsula, Japan, the Philippines 
and Borneo, was spotted at a roadhouse 
near Port Hedland WA.

In April 2021 a Nordmann’s Greenshank 
was spotted in Cairns, Qld. Aff ectionately 
called Nordy, the lone bird had fl own off  
course during its usual migration from Russia 
to South-East Asia. Never before spotted 
on the east coast of Australia, “Nordy” is 
very rare, with little more than 1000 left 
in the wild.

One of Australia’s most distinctive 
bird vagrants is the Musk Duck which has 
been spotted several times in the Brisbane 
wetlands.

The records of the Birds Australia Rarities 
Committee show that since the 1990s there 
have been an increasing number and variety 
of vagrant birds. Amongst these are the Spot-
ted Whistling Duck found in Weipa, Qld.; the 
Pheasant-tailed Jacana in Paraburdoo, WA; 
the Laughing Gull in Triabunna, Tasmania; 
and the Blue Rock Thrush in Noosa, Qld.

In south-eastern Australia on average the 
fi rst arrival of migrant birds has advanced by 
3.5 days per decade since 1960, with depar-
tures delayed by 5.1 days per decade. The 
Rufous Whistler now spends signifi cantly 
longer periods at its breeding grounds in 
Australia. 

Vagrant birds are increasingly being 
recorded outside of their normal geographic 
range. A recent study of an Asian songbird 
showed that it was establishing a new migra-
tion route because of the loss of habitats. 
Vagrancy numbers have increased in Aus-
tralia, New Zealand, Antarctica, the United 
Kingdom, the USA, and elsewhere. According 
to Bird Life International, climate change 
has had a signifi cant change in Australian 
bird distribution and abundance, especially 
for migratory birds.

While a boon for bird watchers, it raises 
the question of why bird vagrancy continues 
to increase? Are changes in migratory routes 
a direct response to species facing global 
climate changes and habitat losses? In the 
past ornithologists argued that birds spotted 
outside of their normal range, vagrants, had 
been lost due to storms, changes in ocean 
currents, or navigation errors. It is now 
increasingly obvious that climatic changes 
are playing an important part by altering 
resource availability, resulting in changes 
in bird distribution patterns. 

Between 1977 and 2006 land birds, such 
as the Pacifi c Baza and the Pied Butcherbird, 

have moved 300 km further south. Such 
changes are having a deleterious impact 
on many Australian bird species, especially 
those with restricted habitats.

The Tooth-billed Bowerbird, which is 
endemic to high altitude rainforests in the 
Atherton Tableland of north-east Qld, is 
especially susceptible. Species that occupy 
low-lying islands, such as the critically 
endangered Orange-bellied Parrot, will be 
threatened by rising sea levels. 

It is not only in Australia where habitat 
loss and pollution have caused the mass death 
of birds. In 2012 thousands of Pelicans were 
found washed up on shore in Peru. Over-
fi shing of the important anchovy areas had 
led to mass starvation.

Other factors in massive bird losses 
include, industrial pollution, oil spills, farm-
ing techniques and bird eradication policies. 
Millions of dead fi sh are washed up onshore 
from chemical spills and plastics around 
the world.

Thousands of songbirds died in 2020, in 
south-western USA, due to long-term starva-
tion and unseasonably cold weather. Birds 
fell dead out of the sky due to air pollution, 
and a large number of migratory birds were 
found dead in Colorado, the result of habitat 
loss after massive brush fi res and the emis-
sion of toxic compounds. Such occurrences 
are now common, worldwide.

Birds are more than part of our envi-
ronment; they are an indicator of how our 
environment is changing and how much 
our climate has changed over the past sixty 
years. Birds require a suitable climate, food 
supply, nesting sites, and the need to feel 
safe while eating or breeding.

A damaged ecosystem forces birds to 
seek new territory or die from starvation. 
Property development has destroyed bird 
feeding areas in estuaries, mangrove swamps, 
beaches, mud fl ats, and farmland to such a 
degree that the diff erence can be noted in 
changing bird distribution patterns. Birds 
are forced to migrate.

The early explorers of Australia saw huge 

fl ocks of birds fl ying overhead or at feeding 
sites. The disappearance of such numbers is 
an indication of how European settlement has 
destroyed the landscape, reducing suitable 
ecosystems across the continent, leading to 
numerous species now being endangered.

Long-term monitoring has revealed an up 
to 90 per cent decline in many bird species 
in Australia. The Australian government has 
now listed the Far Eastern Curlew, Curlew 
Sandpiper and Great Knot as Critically 
Endangered, the level below extinction. The 
Red Knot and Lesser Sand Plover are listed 
as Endangered and the Greater Sand Plover 
as Vulnerable.

In the 1960s beaches around Brisbane had 
fl ocks of Seagulls and Pelicans and nearby 
Curlews, Cockatoos and Willy Wagtails. 
Sadly, this has changed. I saw my fi rst Brush 
Turkey at the University of Queensland in 
2010. This is a tropical bird, yet today they are 
common throughout Brisbane and Sydney. 
The White Ibis is now so numerous in the 
beaches and parks that they are called “bin 
chickens.” The loss of their normal feeding 
areas has forced birds to fi nd their food 
amongst humans. 

A number of species of migrating birds fl y 
from Alaska and Siberia during the northern 
winter to feed in Australia and New Zealand 
during our summer. Two million birds, con-
sisting of 36 species of waterbirds, migrate 
to Australia. Another sixteen species visit 
occasionally.

These migratory waterbirds include 
species such as Plovers, Sandpipers, Stints, 
Curlews, and Snipes. Many of these birds 
fl y to Moreton Bay in southeast Qld. Its 
biodiversity is dependent on the health of 
the creeks and foreshores, which deteriorate 
under the constant expansion of urban and 
industrial areas.

Each year 50,000 migratory shorebirds 
arrive during their non-breeding season, 
our summer. They range from the large 
Far Eastern Curlew to the tiny Red-Necked 
Stint. These shorebirds arrive exhausted 
and need to eat as much food as possible to 

put on the weight needed to return to the 
Arctic, six months later. Any disturbance 
while they eat (low tide), or rest (high tide), 
impacts their ability to gain weight. Councils 
have placed signage around walking tracks 
and BBQ areas for the public to not disturb 
the wildlife, and indicating the route along 
which these birds travel every year. 

Councils, dependent on increased income 
from growing house numbers and seaside 
holiday accommodation, allow developers 
to clear beach areas and bulldoze swamp 
lands for building estates.

The coastal regions of Australia are 
facing a contiguous barrage of environmental 
destruction that eradicates traditional feed-
ing and nesting areas for birds and other 
wildlife. This is the cost of placing profi ts 
above the environment.

The present fi nes do little to stop the 
nefarious activities of certain corporations. 
Unlawful land clearing has penalties of 
$600,000 per breach, yet local govern-
ments appear reluctant to enforce them. 
Corporations do illegal tree clearing because 
they are rarely punished under the present 
development-fi rst attitude of governments. 
These same corporations donate to govern-
ments at all levels to ensure their projects 
are passed. Property developers are among 
the biggest industry donors.

According to the Centre for Public Integ-
rity, between 1999 and 2019, the industry 
donated more than $54 million. Donations 
are not always in cash. They may involve 
tickets to events, or membership of clubs, 
where developers have easy access to poli-
ticians to ensure the “right” decisions are 
made. The impact of governments and 
property developers continues to worsen 
the situation for our precarious native and 
birdlife, already suff ering from the impacts 
of climatic changes.
Further Reading:
Graham Pizzey and Frank Knight. 2012. The 
Field Guide to the Birds of Australia. 9th ed. 
Sydney. HarperCollins Publishers. 

Bird vagrancy: an indicator of 
global climatic changes

The White Ibis is now so numerous in the beaches and parks that they are called “bin chickens.” Photo: Anna Pha

Are changes in migratory routes 
a direct response to species facing global 

climate changes and habitat losses?
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Greece
Privatised trains are death traps

Grief and anger were still 
coursing through Greece last 
weekend following the worst 
rail disaster in the country’s 
history.

The death toll as of Friday 
3rd March stood at 57. Most were 
students returning to university 
in Thessaloniki, northern Greece, 
following a holiday weekend with 
their parents marking the begin-
ning of Lent.

It is a national tragedy that is 
especially felt among young people 
and families who have a son or 
daughter studying far from home.

Rail workers held a national 
two-day strike on the Thursday 
and Friday (3rd and 4th March) in 
solidarity with the victims’ families 
and to demand swift answers and 
a clear, quick timetable for the 
implementation of long overdue 
safety measures.

The transport minister resigned. 
The prime minister Kyriakos Mit-
sotakis, member of the right-wing 
New Democracy party, promised a 
committee of experts to “fi nd the 
answers.” Most people see that as 
a delaying tactic to get to the other 
side of a general election that had 
been expected for April or May.

There were big protest gather-
ings across the country. Widespread 
slogans were: “This was not an 
accident, this was a crime,” and 
simply “Murderers.”

Outside the hospital in Larissa 
where many of the victims were 
brought, a woman called Katerina, 
whose brother was missing, shouted 
to television cameras: “Murderers! 
Murderers! I will leave tomorrow 
with a coffi  n!”

Katerina’s rage was directed 
at the rail bosses, the government 
and the political system: “Some 
MPs are coming out and off ering 
condolences. So what? Will it bring 
our children back?”

The station master nearest 
to the crash at Tempe has been 

charged with negligent manslaugh-
ter. But everyone in Greece knows 
that this was a disaster waiting to 
happen after warnings about safety 
have been ignored for decades – the 
latest only three months ago.

Vassilis Zavogiannis represents 
workers of privatised Hellenic Train 
SA on the company board. He told 
Kathimerini newspaper that the 
already inadequate safety system 
had been “disarmed.”

“The fundamental problem on 
this particular line ... is that the 
automatic operation and signalling 
systems – that is the basic safety 
measures that protect trains from 
accidents – do not work,” he said.

“Essentially, on a line that is 
critical for the country, safety and 
protection relies in the year 2023 
entirely on the human factor. Our 
trains operate like they did 30 years 
ago. To put it metaphorically, it’s 
like having a pothole in front of our 
house: we know where it is and we 
avoid it, but at some point we will 
fall into it. That’s what happened 
here.”

The European Union, European 
Central Bank and International 
Monetary Fund demanded the 
privatisation of the Greek railway 
in 2013 as one of thousands of 
conditions applied to the auster-
ity bailouts.

The trains were sold to the 
Italian national railway company 
Ferrovie dello Stato Italiane (FSI) 
in 2017 with the track and infra-
structure remaining with the state 
Hellenic Railways Organisation 
(OSE).

But the chronic underinvest-
ment in the years prior to privatisa-
tion and breakup was not reversed.

FSI got the rolling stock opera-
tion for just £40 million (AU$72).  
The Greek state has to subsidise 
the operator to the tune of £44 
million a year.

In return FSI promised state-
of-the-art trains. What it delivered 

was Swiss ETR 470 trains that were 
already described as breakdown 
trains.

Rail workers have struck to save 
safety critical jobs, only to be vili-
fi ed in the media and by successive 
governments.

The president of the Greek train 
drivers’ union Kostas Genidounias 
said, “Signalling and automatic 
control systems have not been 
working for years. Nothing works. 
Everything is done manually.” 
Yet the Rail Regulation Author-
ity’s latest annual report did not 
devote a single word to safety or 
the absence of vital signalling and 
protection equipment.

The situation is volatile and 

comes after a year of increased trade 
union and social movement mobili-
sation. The coming general election 
was widely expected to squeeze the 
radical and anti-capitalist left. But 
it may be that the anger and agi-
tation against the entire political 
class over this thoroughly avoidable 
disaster opens new space for the 
Communist Party and others who 
insist upon a radical break from 
capitalist failure.

In any case, that is the feeling 
not only of the protests but among 
millions of ordinary people in 
Greece this weekend who are not 
waiting for elections to make those 
feelings known.

There is the pain of this tragedy, 

deep human solidarity with the 
families and certain knowledge 
that this did not need to happen. 
With each detail of this story comes 
further illustration of the pillaging 
and humiliation of the country 
by both domestic plutocrats and 
the supposedly modernising and 
efficient European institutions 
constantly chiding the Balkans for 
“backwardness.”

Powerful sentiments to fuel a 
dynamic movement for justice and 
for change. And that’s the least the 
victims of Tempe deserve.
Morning Star (abridged for reasons 
of space) 

Ferrovie dello Stato Italiane promised state-of-the-art trains. What it delivered was Swiss ETR 470 trains that 
were already described as breakdown trains. Photo: NikolasSkevis1 – Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 4.0)

Graham Holton

On February 7, 2023, the US House of 
Representatives passed the “Denounc-
ing the Horrors of Socialism” Bill, with 
219 Republicans and 109 Democrats 
voting for the resolution. House Demo-
crats who joined with the Republicans 
included some of the wealthiest mem-
bers of Congress. 

Many are members of the corporate-
friendly New Democrat Coalition. They 
include the Speaker of the House, Nancy 
Pelosi, whose net worth in 2018 was US$114 
million; Suzan DelBene (Washington) US$79 
million; Dean Phillips (Minnesota) US$64 
million; Scott Peters (California) US$60 
million; and Ro Khanna (California) worth 
US$45 million.

The Bill was introduced by Republican 
María Elvira Salazar (R-Florida), the daughter 
of Cubans who left after the 1959 Revolution. 
Salazar is a staunch anti-communist. 

The 118th Congress denounced “social-
ism in all its forms, and opposes the imple-
mentation of socialist policies in the United 
States of America.” The resolution states 
that socialist ideology concentrates power in 
Communist regimes leading to totalitarian 
rule and brutal dictatorships.

It itemizes crimes allegedly committed 

by Vladimir Lenin, Joseph Stalin, Mao 
Zedong, Fidel Castro, Pol Pot, Kim Jong Il, 
Kim Jong Un, Daniel Ortega, Hugo Chávez, 
and Nicolás Maduro, and lists the “failure”of 
socialist countries such as Venezuela and 
Cuba. In comparison, the resolution claims, 
“the United States of America was founded 
on the belief in the sanctity of the individual, 
to which the collectivistic system of social-
ism in all of its forms is fundamentally and 
necessarily opposed.”

Maxine Waters (D-Calif.) urged the GOP 
(Good Old Party, Republicans) lawmak-
ers to specify the meaning of the Bill. The 
resolution was divisive and “insulting to 
the American public. It is trying to suggest 
that Social Security, Medicare and even fi re 
departments are anti-American.”

For Roger Williams (R-TX) the resolu-
tion was simple, “socialism bad, capitalism 
good.” To which Waters countered, “I do 
wonder whether Mr Williams views the $1.43 
million he received in debt forgiveness [to 
be] consistent with his views on socialism? 
I don’t get it.”

Jim McGovern (D-Mass.) called the legis-
lation an “embarrassment” and asked about 
the implications of such claims of socialism.

Mark Pocan (D-Wisconsin), Chair Emeri-
tus of the Congressional Progressive Caucus, 
lambasted the anti-socialism resolution. “For 

35 years now I’ve owned a small business, 
giving me signifi cantly more experience as 
a capitalist than the vast majority of mem-
bers on the other side of the aisle. So as a 
capitalist, let me tell you: This resolution is 
plain ridiculous. It jointly condemns Pol Pot 
and Norway.” 

Jim McGovern (D-Massachusetts) 
denounced that “the socialism resolution is 
useless. It does nothing. It does not matter. 
Are we talking about public schools? Are we 
talking about roads? Are we talking about 
Social Security? I mean, give me a break.”

Betty McCollum (D-MN) noted that, 
“With this resolution, House Republicans 
are sending a message to these nations that 
we condemn the domestic political process 
within their nations. That is outrageous.” 
NATO countries that are supporting Ukraine 
have elected socialist leaders. “Congress 
should be working to strengthen the rela-
tionships with our fellow democracies, not 
passing poorly written messaging bills that 
will alienate our friends and allies,” said 
McCollum.

The resolution sends a clear message to 
socialists and Communists, not only in the 
US but around the world, that things will only 
get worse under the present administration.

As the Guardian has argued in the past, 
these accusations against socialism and 

Communism are utterly false. While tragic, 
the Holodomor did not result in the death 
of millions in Ukraine. Millions did not die 
in Stalin’s Gulags. When the USSR opened 
up in 1991, journalists and academics rushed 
to the so-called prison camps described by 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn. What they found 
were thriving cities with well treated healthy 
people. As for the millions of dead, where 
are the mass graves?

After 30 years not one mass grave of 
people supposedly murdered by Commu-
nists has ever been found. It was a great lie, 
fabricated by the CIA and peddled through 
the US press to infl uence the world during 
the Cold War.

These lies were used to prove that Neo-
liberalism was the only economic path to 
follow. That the Biden administration sup-
ported such a bill gives some grave concern, 
especially with Australia’s military support 
of US ventures worldwide.

It raises the question of whether the Aus-
tralian government will also pass a similar bill 
and if action taken against CPC (Communist 
Party of China) is forthcoming.
Further Reading:
Brett Wilkins. “Progressives: House Anti-
Socialism Resolution Is Step Toward Slashing 
Safety Net.” Truthout. 3rd February, 2023. 

US Congress passes the 
“Denouncing the Horrors of Socialism” Bill
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Nigeria

Tinubu becomes President
The Independent National Electoral 
Commission (INEC) has announced 
that Bola Tinubu from Nigeria’s rul-
ing All Progressives Congress party 
has won Nigeria’s presidential elec-
tion with over 8.79 million ballots.

The 70-year-old president-elect 
defeated his closest rival, former Vice 
President Atiku Abubakar, candidate of 
the main opposition Peoples Democratic 
Party, the INEC Chairman Mahmood 
Yakubu said.

Abubakar got over 6.98 million votes 
and was closely trailed by Peter Obi, can-
didate of the Labor Party, who secured 
about 6.1 million votes. The election was 
one of the most hotly contested races in 
the country’s history, with Tinubu losing 
Lagos, his stronghold in the country’s 
southwest region, to Obi.

Tinubu, a former Lagos State gov-
ernor and senator, had been eyeing the 
presidency for years building a strong 
political structure with a vast network 
of supporters nationwide.

In his acceptance speech, the 

president-elect said with his victory at 
the polls, renewed hope has dawned in 
Nigeria. With an eye on sustained growth, 
Tinubu pledged to be in tune with the 
aspirations of all citizens and commit to 
work on national development.

“Now, to you, the young people of 
this country, I hear you loud and clear. 
I understand your pains, your yearn-
ings for good governance, a functional 
economy, and a safe nation that protects 
you and our future,” Tinubu said.

The outgoing President Muhammadu 
Buhari hailed Tinubu’s victory, saying 
that the results revealed democracy in 
Africa’s largest economy.

“Elected by the people, he is the best 
person for the job. I shall now work with 
him and his team to ensure an orderly 
handover of power,” Buhari stressed 
and described the election as “Africa’s 
largest democratic exercise,” noting it 
demonstrated democracy’s continued 
relevance and capability to deliver for 
the people it serves.
Telesur 

Bola Tinubu, July 2011. Photo: Chatham House – fl ickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

CUBA: Cuba’s President Miguel Diaz-Canel criticised the inclusion 
of his country in the US Department of State’s list of “States 
sponsor of terrorism.” “The US government keeps our country on 
this spurious list to slander us and try to justify its illegal blockade 
against our people,” Diaz-Carnel pointed out. Washington 
accuses Cuba of not responding to an extradition request issued 
by former Colombian President Ivan Duque’s administration 
against two leaders of the National Liberation Army (ELN) who 
participated in peace negotiations with the Colombian state in 
2021. Cuban foreign Affairs Ministry Director for Latin America 
Eugenio Martinez forcibly rejected the accusation, explaining that 
the Colombian government suspended such a request. “How 
far do the incompetence and evil intentions of the United States 
go?” Martinez stressed, welcoming the fact that the ELN resumed 
peace talks with the Colombian state in Mexico. Such countries as 
Iraq, Libya, South Yemen, and Sudan were formerly listed as “state 
sponsors of terrorism.” As of 2023, the list is Cuba, Iran, North 
Korea, and Syria.

AFGHANISTAN: Donald Trump accused the Taliban government 
of Afghanistan of selling American weapons to Russia and 
China. After the hasty American withdrawal from Afghanistan a 
huge amount of US-supplied military equipment was left behind. 
Some items were destroyed by the retreating US troops but there 
remained enough to put Afghanistan second in terms of weapons 
sales, according to Trump. The former president was particularly 
concerned about Apache helicopters as he was sure that Russia 
and China would take them apart and start copying them. It might 
come as a surprise to Trump to fi nd out later how many weapons 
so generously supplied to Ukraine would fi nd their way to all sorts 
of places.

ARGENTINA: The Argentine authorities have taken a decision to 
denounce the agreement with the UK on activities in the Malvinas 
Islands (the Falkland Islands to the British). The UK received a 
special note from Argentina, which pointed out that the agreement 
was only benefi cial to Britain and was offensive to Argentina’s 
national security.

SRI LANKA: Sri Lankan communists demanded an explanation 
of a secret CIA head’s visit to the country last month. Dr G 
Weerasinghe, general secretary of the Communist Party of Sri 
Lanka said that a US delegation arrived in a special aircraft on 
14th February and the US passengers were not subject to the 
usual immigration control procedures or even required to show 
their passports. “In essence, there are no records of some people 
who came in,” he said. Indian papers later reported that CIA 
director William Burns was denied entry to Nepal from Sri Lanka. 
The Nepalese authorities advised the US embassy that given the 
impending presidential election it would be inappropriate for Burns 
to enter the country. Weerasinghe said it was unacceptable that 
Burns had apparently secretly visited Sri Lanka. “The government 
should reveal who he had met and why,” he said.

Global Briefs

The Communist Party of Swe-
den condemns the anti-com-
munist and anti-democratic 
legislative changes which are 
set to enter into force in 
Poland on 14th March. With 
the impending changes to the 
penal code, promoting a com-
munist “totalitarian state sys-
tem” will be punishable by up 
to three years in prison, and 
the same will apply to the 
spreading, selling or posses-
sion of texts, or other material, 
or the carrying of communist 
symbols, with the same afore-
mentioned aim of promoting 
communism.

In addition, the new legislation 
equates communism with nazism 
and fascism.

This legislative change is only 
the latest step in a long political 
process that has the criminalisa-
tion of the communist opposition 
as its goal, in which the Communist 
Party of Poland and its newspaper 
had earlier been put on trial.

The repression against commu-
nists, and those who hold up a view 
of history which contradicts bour-
geois anti-communist propaganda, 
is escalating on several fronts, in 
Poland and Ukraine as well as in 
Venezuela or the Czech Republic, to 
name some examples. The repres-
sion will only harden as capitalism 
sinks deeper into crisis, dragging 
with it the peoples’ living standards 
and making it ever harder to make 
ends meet, all the while monopoly 
capital reaps enormous profi ts.

The repressive laws in Poland, 
and everywhere, have their origins 
in the bourgeois class dictatorship’s 
needs and interests. Therefore, the 
struggle must not only be directed 
against the bourgeoisie’s laws and 
legislative acts, but also against the 
class dictatorship and the capitalist 
world system as a whole.

The Communist Party of 
Sweden expresses its solidarity with 
the Communist Party of Poland 
and its support for their struggle 
against the bourgeois repression.

Long live the Communist Party 
of Poland!
Solidnet 

Statement by CP Sweden

In the morning of 2nd March, Dimitris 
Koutsoumbas, General Secretary of the Central 
Committee of the KKE, visited the site where the 
fatal train crash took place.

After a briefing on the incident, the KKE General 
Secretary made the following statement:

There are really no words to express our 
immense sorrow for this unspeakable tragedy, 
there are no words to express our condolences 
to the relatives of these innocent victims of this 
great tragedy. This was not an accident or bad 
luck, it was a crime that was bound to happen. 
This situation was denounced by the railway 
workers. It was denounced by the KKE in the 
Parliament. It was denounced by PAME trade 
unionists months ago. It was a crime that had 
been waiting to happen.

All responsibilities must be attributed; state, gov-
ernmental, individual and private company respon-
sibilities. They must not be absolved; they must not 
be forgotten.

That is the role we will play from now on. Because 
as long as there are safety systems that do not work, 

at a time when they are provided by science and 
technology in the 21st century; as long as there are 
not suffi  cient, trained, qualifi ed, certifi ed personnel, 
with proper working relationships; as long as there 
are no controls, no coordination, no monitoring of the 
progress and no maintenance of the infrastructure, 
of the railway lines, of the signalling etc; as long as 
there is the notorious liberalisation of the market, the 
privatisations, the fragmentation of OSE (national 
railway company) and TRAINOSE (ticketing opera-
tor) and the sale to a private company, which all the 
governments of ND (New Democracy), SYRIZA (left 
coalition) and PASOK (Panhellenic Socialist Move-
ment – social democrats) have been carrying out over 
the years, the result will be this tragic situation, with 
new victims each time.

We stress that light must be shed on the case. There 
are huge responsibilities that must be immediately 
revealed. That is what we will do. The voices saying 
“never again,” the anger, the growing indignation 
of our people must fi nd expression both in political 
choices and the organised struggle, demanding the 
obvious, that is, growth and protection of the life and 
well-being of the Greek people and not of the profi ts 
of a few companies.” 

Statement from the CP of Greece (KKE)

Indignation must find 
expression in the 

organised struggle
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Amiad Horowitz

For decades, the US govern-
ment has used economic 
sanctions as a supposedly non-
violent way of forcing supposed 
enemy states to capitulate to 
the will of the US. We are told 
that as opposed to open con-
fl ict, sanctions are less violent. 
At fi rst glance, this might seem 
true ... a more humane form 
of warfare, if there was such 
a thing. After all, stopping the 
import or export of certain 
goods certainly seems less 
violent than dropping bombs.

However, the truth is that sanc-
tions are among the deadliest and 
most cruel weapons in the United 
States’ arsenal.

Sanctions are a means of eco-
nomic warfare that, in most cases, 
specifi cally target the civilian popu-
lation of a country. The goal is to 
make the lives of the people so mis-
erable that they will rise up against 
their own government, hopefully 
leading to it being replaced by a 
new regime that is more amenable 
to US desires.

There is no room to mince 
words here: Sanctions are a crime 
against humanity and a violation 
of international law. The Geneva 
Convention, the Nuremberg Con-
vention, the United Nations Char-
ter, and the Universal Declaration 
of Human Rights all prohibit the 
targeting of civilians.

Not only do sanctions target 
civilians, but they are also almost 
exclusively aimed at those civilians 
in some of the poorest developing 
countries. In other words, sanctions 
are designed to hurt those who are 
most vulnerable; they’re a tool of 
abject cruelty.

In fact, according to a 1999 arti-
cle in the journal Foreign Policy, 
“Sanctions of Mass Destruction,” 

it was concluded that “sanctions 
have contributed to more deaths 
than all WMD (weapons of mass 
destruction) throughout history.” 
The number of sanctions has only 
increased since 1999, meaning the 
number of victims has only grown.

According to the anti-sanctions 
advocacy organisation Sanctions 
Kill, the United States currently 
imposes sanctions on over 40 coun-
tries, aff ecting a third of humanity. 
Many of these countries, such as 
the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
South Sudan, and Somalia, are 
among the poorest countries in 
the world. Others, such as Libya, 
Syria, and Yemen, have been dev-
astated by long wars – wars the 
United States is directly involved 
in perpetuating.

Sanctions target some of the 
most basic logistical and medical 
supplies needed in any modern 
functioning society. Supplies 
needed for sewage lines, elevators, 
construction materials, and electri-
cal generators are just a few exam-
ples of the types of supplies the US 
tries to stop from reaching countries 
under economic sanctions.

Although the US government 
often says its sanctions are targeting 
foreign offi  cials, businesspeople, or 
elites, the truth is that sanctions 
can’t diff erentiate between diff er-
ent segments of the population. In 
fact, they are most likely to hit the 
sick, the young, the elderly, and 
the poor the hardest. Sanctioned 
items often become only available 
for high prices on the black market.

The rich and the ruling class 
of the sanctioned country – the 
people often responsible for what-
ever policy the US objects to – will 
be able to get whatever they want 
and need, while the working class, 
the young, and the most disenfran-
chised suff er.

The current situation in Syria 

highlights the fact that the very 
goal of economic sanctions is cru-
elty for cruelty’s sake. Three weeks 
ago, southern Turkey and northern 
Syria were hit by a devastating 7.8 
magnitude earthquake causing 
the deaths of tens of thousands of 
people and untold suff ering.

The international community 
has been gathering resources to help 
the victims, however, at least par-
tially due to the sanctions imposed 
on Syria by the United States, much 
of the aid is prevented from reach-
ing the victims in that country. 
(The Syrian government, with its 
own restrictions on port access, is 
worsening the situation as well.)

Many other governments have 

proposed that the US temporarily 
lift the sanctions to allow aid to 
reach the earthquake victims. The 
US government has only responded 
with a 180-day exemption to its 
sanctions on Syria for “all transac-
tions related to earthquake relief 
eff orts.” So, in six months, the full 
economic off ensive will be back 
in force.

Another important point to 
keep in mind in this discussion is 
that sanctions have never caused 
a population to rise up and replace 
their government. The very premise 
of economic sanctions assumes that 
the people suff ering because of the 
United States’ economic warfare 
will blame their own government 

for their hardships. The assumption 
is that they will conclude their lead-
ers shouldn’t have provoked the US 
for sanctions to work, the victims 
would have to be unaware of the 
real source of their suff ering. This 
is not the case, and so sanctions 
have never led to regime change.

Despite their ineff ectiveness 
and illegality, sanctions continue 
to be one of the US government’s 
favourite tools to project its power. 
US imperialism continues to toss 
out sanctions as if they were free 
t-shirts at a sporting event, and as 
a result, hundreds of millions of 
people around the world continue 
to suff er.
Peoples’ World 

Sanctions only hurt the vulnerable

Northwest Syria, earthquake rescue efforts. Photo: The White Helmets – fl ickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Through its cynical response to 
the massive earthquakes that has 
destroyed whole cities in Syria 
and Turkey and taken the lives of 
nearly 50,000 people, the Cana-
dian government is showing its 
true imperialist colours.

Specifi cally, Canada has hedged 
on assistance to Syria, choosing not 
to lift the punishing sanctions it has 
maintained against the country and its 
people for more than a decade. Despite 
the urgent humanitarian crisis, Trudeau 
and Co are determined to continue with 
policies that have already caused terrible 
harm to the Syrian people, and which 
make the horrifi c consequences of the 
earthquakes infi nitely worse.

As the US Peace Council noted, 
“Even before this catastrophic earth-
quake, US sanctions and its imposed 
war on Syria [both of which Canada 
supports] had already shrunk the Syrian 
economy by 90 per cent and had pushed 
90 per cent of the population of Syria 
into poverty.”

The resultant shortages of fuel, elec-
tricity, medical supplies, and industrial 
machines are severely aff ecting the 
current search and rescue operations. 
Heavy machinery, medical supplies, and 
even food are prevented from entering 
Syria, even though they are desperately 
needed for the survival of tens of thou-
sands of people.

Furthermore, by helping to enforce 

the sanctions regime, Canada is eff ec-
tively internationalising its own scan-
dalous response. As Syrian Ambassador 
to the UN Bassam al-Sabbagh said, 
“even those countries who want to send 
humanitarian assistance, they cannot 
use the aeroplane cargo because of the 
sanctions.”

Even worse, the government appears 
ready to weaponise the earthquake by 
funnelling assistance to specifi cally anti-
government forces in Syria, including 
the discredited “White Helmets.”

The Communist Party of Canada 
has called on the Canadian govern-
ment to immediately lift the sanctions 
and encourage its allies to do the same. 
“Instead of sanctions and blockade, 
Canada must send urgent aid and assist-
ance to Syria, lift the sanctions, and call 
on the international community to do 
the same.”

It’s a call that should be echoed in 
Parliament by the New Democratic 
Party, Greens and Bloc. But so far, 
they’ve done nothing, and the govern-
ment has remained comfortably unchal-
lenged in its deadly (some might say 
murderous) approach.

Labour has a huge role to play 
here – and an opportunity to right 
an historic wrong. In 2019, Canadian 
Labour Congress (CLC) executive vice-
president Donald Lafl eur attended the 
Third International Trade Union Forum 
in Solidarity with Syrian Workers, the 

purpose of which was to build opposi-
tion to imperialist intervention and 
economic sanctions against Syria.

Although Lafl eur participated in 
his own name and paid his own way, 
he was attacked by the mainstream 
media in Canada, who questioned why 
a Canadian labour representative was 
calling for an end to sanctions.

At that time, then CLC president 
Hassan Yussuff  stripped Lafl eur of his 
duties and placed him on administrative 
leave. It was a shameful scramble by a 
labour leader to disassociate himself 
from basic working-class international-
ism and solidarity.

The current situation demands 
better. The CLC leadership needs to 
clearly call for an end to sanctions 
against Syria and mobilise its affi  liates 
to pressure the government to change 
its policies. The labour movement can 
and should push the NDP caucus into 
standing up for peace and solidarity 
and demanding that the Liberal minor-
ity allow the free fl ow of humanitarian 
assistance.

Time is running out – in both Syria 
and Turkey – with freezing winter 
weather jeopardising the lives of sur-
vivors, the injured and those still to be 
found. Progressive voices need to fl ood 
Parliament and push the government 
to end sanctions and deliver aid now.
Peoples’ Voice 

Canada
End sanctions against Syria now!

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA STOP USA 
BLOCKADE BLOCKADE 
ON CUBAON CUBA

Join us in Sydney to demand that Join us in Sydney to demand that 
the USA stops the blockade the USA stops the blockade 

on Cuba with the right to self on Cuba with the right to self 
determination.determination.

Also stop other blockades like Also stop other blockades like 
Venezuela and Gaza.Venezuela and Gaza.

4:15 pm Friday March 17
50 Miller Street North Sydney
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Lenin was probably the fi rst 
politician to recognise the 
unique potential of fi lm when 
he called it “the most impor-
tant of the arts.” He saw its 
educational and propaganda 
possibilities.

In the early days of the Soviet 
Union fi lms were used in the agit-
prop trains that visited isolated 
and semi-literate communities 
throughout the vast territory of the 
country, showing what revolution-
ary changes were taking place and 
explaining class struggle.

In Britain, there is a long tradi-
tion of working-class fi lm making, 
largely inspired by the Soviet exam-
ple, but it has always been confi ned 
to the margins, largely due to the 
lack of fi nance and access to equip-
ment and distribution networks.

The fi rst workers’ fi lm society, 
founded in London in 1925, gave 
rise to a network of societies nation-
wide and an umbrella organisation, 
the Federation of Film Socie-
ties. The fi lm technicians’ union, 
founded in 1933, also had its own 

production unit (ACT Films) that 
made several fi lms about workers’ 
struggles.

In 1930 the Atlas fi lm company 
in collaboration with the Federation 
began making workers’ newsreels. 
These groups were established 
invariably as a result of initiatives 
by individual communists and 
their aim was to involve workers 
in producing their own fi lms, and 
also as a means of countering the 
bourgeois and establishment media. 
They were intended as a vital alter-
native educational resource.

The official Labour Party 
showed no interest in workers’ fi lm 
societies and played no part.

The government itself during 
the 1930s and ’40s supported sev-
eral fi lmmaking initiatives through 
its quangos, the Empire Marketing 
Board, the Post Offi  ce and its own 
Information Offi  ce, bringing on 
board a large number of left-wing 
and very talented fi lmmakers, who 
together produced a body of work 
refl ecting daily realities of working 
people that, taken together, became 
known as the British Documentary 
Film Movement.

In the wake of the 1968 Euro-
pean movement of students and 
workers, the fi lmmaking collec-
tive of Cinema Action was set up 
in London in an attempt to give 
working people a voice.

During the 1970s, other groups 
took up the torch, like the Berwick 
Street Cooperative, the Newsreel 
Collective, Amber Films, London 
Women’s Film Group, Black Audio 
Film Collective and Four Corners 
Films, amongst others.

The 1970s were also a time 
when state broadcasters showed a 
preparedness to take their respon-
sibilities more seriously.

In 1972 the BBC established a 
policy specifi cally to help members 
of the public create programs to be 
broadcast nationally. Remarkably, 
this initiative emerged from a fringe 
department of the BBC – the Com-
munity Programme Unit (CPU).

The CPU provided a camera 
crew and studio, and handed 
over complete editorial control to 
groups and individuals with “voices, 
attitudes, and opinions” hitherto 
“unheard or seriously neglected.”

At this time, the BBC also 

became the crucible for such fi lm-
makers as Ken Loach to hone their 
skills and present controversial, 
socially critical fi lms and plays.

This Community Programme 
Unit was axed in 2004 as a result 
of budget cuts. No doubt the estab-
lishment were relieved that this 
exercise in genuine democracy and 
working-class access to broadcast-
ing had come to an end.

Simultaneously with the begin-
ning of what became known as 
“public access television” on the 
BBC, the British government also 
granted licences enabling com-
mercial cable companies to add a 
channel of local content alongside 
the national and regional channels. 
The programs they produced, with 
skeleton crews, volunteers, com-
munity activists and artists, reveal 
the possibilities of genuine local 
television.

These ground-breaking com-
munication experiments, however, 
were short-lived. Five of the six 
licenced channels lasted no more 
than a few years.

Channel Four, established in 
1982 as a self-financing, state-
owned broadcaster, also played a 
progressive role for a short time. In 
its fi rst years it operated an adven-
turous policy, commissioning and 
buying fi lms made by freelance and 
independent fi lmmakers, including 
from Cinema Action and other left-
wing groups.

All these initiatives have taken 
place within a capitalist media 
environment whose hegemony is 
ever more dominant.

In his book, Friendly Fas-
cism: The New Face of Power 
in America, the American social 
scientist Bertram Gross argues 
persuasively that the so-called 
freedom of choice we are off ered 
in a capitalist society becomes 
transformed into its opposite by 
the impossible amount of appar-
ent choice, such that it becomes 

impossible to make informed or 
meaningful choices.

By the mid-20th century our 
choices in terms of fi lm and televi-
sion were limited; we had a choice 
between a handful of fi lms in the 
cinemas each week and the two or 
three channels on the television. 
We really did have genuine choices.

It also meant that small produc-
tions and marginal works could fi nd 
an audience.

Those same fi lms today will 
hardly fi nd an audience and, if 
so, are invariably watched by the 
already converted. Today, such 
iconic TV dramas as Cathy Come 
Home, Up the Junction, or Boys 
From The Blackstuff  hardly get 
made, yet alone broadcast on prime-
time television.

But at the time they were, and 
they captured a wide audience and 
had a deep social impact.

Although filmmaking has 
become a lot easier, with small 
digital cameras and lightweight, 
aff ordable equipment, the hurdles 
of obtaining fi nancial backing and 
distribution remain near insur-
mountable obstacles. Groups like 
Platform Films and the Amber Film 
and Photography Collective are 
holding out, despite the diffi  culties, 
but many others have fallen by the 
wayside due to lack of funding and 
distribution outlets.

That short period of a demo-
cratic initiative at the BBC is this 
month being commemorated at 
Raven Row Exhibition Centre with 
an exhibition of DIY television from 
the 1970s.

Its exhibition features over 100 
Open Door programs, almost none 
of which have been seen since their 
original broadcast. This material 
comprises a vivid archive of social 
history, and direct testimony of 
the concerns and struggles of that 
decade that remain very close or 
even the same as our own.
Morning Star 
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Richard Titelius

On March 3, about 100 mostly school 
children rallied in the Supreme Gar-
dens in Perth directly opposite one 
of the principal corporate emitters of 
carbon in Western Australia, Chev-
ron. The numbers are down on the 
more than 10,000 school students 
and other activists who gathered in 
September 2019, in Forrest Place to 
protest inaction on climate change, 
a result, among other factors, of the 
disruptive eff ect of COVID.

The organisers had planned the rally 
to coincide with other actions across the 
globe calling for urgent changes on action 
to climate change. The persistent rain in 
the eastern states and Northern Territory 
over 2022 and the beginning of 2023 
are the most visible pointers of ongoing 
extreme climate changes occurring in 
Australia and around the world.

Other extreme climate events include 
the worst drought in Europe in 500 years, 
drought in southern Argentina and an 
ever-drying south western Australia 
including in Perth where this climate 
rally was taking place.

It is well known that if Perth did not 
have its two desalinisation plants and the 
third on its way, for its water supply, the 
city would become the planet’s fi rst ghost 

metropolis, as pointed out by climate 
scientist Dr Tim Flannery in May 2004.

It was heartening that new generations 
of school children continue the tradition of 
School Strike for climate change started by 
Swedish climate activist Greta Thunberg 
in 2018, as they would be the ones whose 
futures will be most directly aff ected by 
climate change dithering and inaction.

Though climate change is not being 
denied by most governments and corpo-
rations the systemic changes required are 
not occurring and there is just tinkering 
at the edges while the unsustainable capi-
talist system remains in place.

Following the rally the students 
marched from the Supreme Court Gardens 
to their main target of carbon emissions, 
Woodside Energy, the proponent of one of 
the biggest off shore gas projects in Aus-
tralia’s history, the Scarborough gas fi elds.

The march stopped at the city’s busi-
est intersection of St Georges Terrace 
and William Street and sat down briefl y 
to hold up traffi  c for about 15 minutes to 
make their point.

The science is clear about what is hap-
pening to the climate and what the cost for 
life on the planet will be. Climate change 
is an existential threat facing humanity 
and all life on Earth. What will it take to 
force the political will to carry out the 
changes required? 

School strike for 
action on climate change

Photo: CPA

Films by and for the people
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Like all countries dependent on the 
export trade, Australia’s experience of 
the Great Depression was particularly 
severe. By 1932, the national rate of 
unemployment had reached 32 per cent 
– one of the highest national rates in the 
world. Further, unlike Germany and 
Britain, Australia at that time had no 
national system of income support for 
unemployed workers. Instead, unem-
ployed workers were forced to subsist 
on a patchwork of highly paternalistic 
and woefully inadequate sustenance 
and rationing schemes administered by 
charities and state governments (with 
the exception of Queensland’s system 
of Unemployment Insurance). Many 
thousands of unemployed men were 
forced to leave their homes and fami-
lies to travel around the country “on 
the swag” looking for work and food 
wherever they could fi nd it.

In the months following the Wall Street 
Crash of September 1929, the Communist 
Party of Australia (CPA) began the process 
of forming what would ultimately become 
known as the Unemployed Workers Move-
ment (UWM). The formation of the UWM 
was part of the CPA’s two-pronged revolu-
tionary strategy.

While the UWM would organise the 
unemployed, another Communist “frater-
nal” organisation, known as the Militant 
Minority Movement (formed in 1926), would 
organise the union members. Together, the 
CPA argued that these fraternal organisa-
tions would foster “the closest possible unity 
between the unemployed and employed” and 
“blast the reformist illusion that the prob-
lem of unemployment can be solved under 
capitalism.” Despite the UWM ties to CPA, 
the UWM was established as an independ-
ent organisation with its own leadership and 
decision-making structures.

The UWM organised unemployed workers 
on a scale never seen in Australia, before or 
since. Alongside its central work of organising 
mass demonstrations, anti-eviction pickets, 
and a Workers Defence Corps to protect 
members from attacks from the police. 
The UWM also organised Marxism classes, 
published several small broadsheets (such 
as Breadline and Call to Action), arranged 
sporting competitions, dances, and other 
social events. UWM materials often included 
full-throated attacks on the failure of Labor 
Parties (which were in power federally and 
in NSW, South Australia, and Victoria) to 
respond to the needs of unemployed workers.

Jim Munro, an early UWM leader and 
long-time CPA member, recalled that during 
1929-30 unemployed workers began holding 
meetings in the courtyard at Victorian Trades 
Hall Council (VTHC) in Melbourne. By early 
1930, however, Trades Hall grew frustrated 
with the militancy of the unemployed and 
called the police to throw them out. “The 
unions,” concluded Munro, “didn’t want to 
have anything to do with the unemployed 
because they can’t pay union dues and are 
not of any use to them. The Labor Party didn’t 
want to know unless they were up there get-
ting in their ears at Parliament House, they 
wanted a nice easy life.”

After being thrown out of Trades Hall, 
Jim Munro and around 100 of his comrades 

began instead holding their regular meetings 
at the 8-Hour monument across the road. 
“As the unemployed were out on our own, 
we had to organise on our own and that gave 
birth to the unemployed movement.”

In February 1930, the Communist 
newspaper The Workers Weekly reported 
that meetings of “increasing numbers” of 
unemployed workers outside Trades Hall 
“attacking the Labor Government and the 
Trades Hall bureaucrats ... opposed to the 
organisation of the unemployed.”

This animosity routinely boiled over 
into public brawls, leading to an enduring 
bitterness between the UWM and the labour 
movement. Following another public brawl 
between the unemployed and the Laborites 
on May Day 1932, both the VTHC and the 
Victorian ALP proscribed the UWM, along 
with other CPA “fraternals” (such the Move-
ment Against War and Fascism), denounc-
ing them as obstacles to the progress of the 
working-class movement.

One of the fi rst orders of business for 
the newly formed UWM in early 1930 was 
to organise rallies for International Unem-
ployment Day. The UWM decided to hold its 
inaugural rally on 20th February to coincide 
with the Australian Council of Trade Unions 
(ACTU) biannual Congress being held in 
Melbourne. 

In Melbourne, over one thousand unem-
ployed workers heeded the call and marched 
through the city to the ACTU Congress at 
Trades Hall. A delegation from the rally 
addressed the Congress on the need for job 
creation, better sustenance payments, an end 
to house evictions, and more union support. 
On the latter point, the ACTU refused and 
instead directed Trades Halls across the coun-
try to set up rival unemployed organisations, 
known as Central Unemployed Committees, 
which were closely controlled by the Trades 
Halls and moderate in outlook.

While the union-controlled unemployed 
organisations proved more resilient, the 
UWM was by far the more popular. At its 
peak in late 1931, in Victoria alone the UWM 
had 26 branches (14 in the city and 12 in 
the country) and boasted a membership of 
around 7000. In fact, the spectacular growth 
of UWM fuelled the growth of the CPA, which 
by 1931 had doubled its national member-
ship to 1,100. Ralph Gibson, a long-time 
CPA member, later refl ected that when he 
joined in 1932 the CPA “was largely a party 
of the unemployed. Its members were not 
just talking about poverty. They were among 
the multitude who were deep in it.”

International Unemployment Day was, 
other than May Day, consistently one of the 
most important days on the calendar for the 
UWM. Such was its signifi cance that in 1931 
the “White Army” – a clandestine fascist 
organisation based in Melbourne – feared 
the Communists and the UWM would use 
International Unemployment Day as cover 
for a violent overthrow of the capitalist state.

In reality, the rally that year was more 
focused on increasing sustenance payments 
and more job creation. In this, they were 
partially successful. The following month, in 
April 1931, the Hogan Victorian Labor gov-
ernment raised sustenance levels although 
not to the level demanded by the UWM.

In 1932, the UWM held probably its 
biggest International Unemployment Day 
protest. This was largely in response to the 

Hogan government’s proposal to introduce 
Work for the Dole schemes across the state. 
Thousands of UWM members and their 
supporters marched in locations across 
Melbourne and were often brutally dispersed 
by police. The UWM leaders criticised the 
proposal as “the fi rst step in a nationwide 
attack on the Wages of Workers in Industry.”

It declared:
“Unemployed workers, unite to defeat 

this vicious chain gang legislation which has 
been infl icted on us by Hogan’s slave-labor 
government. All work for sustenance must 
be declared ‘black’ and the unemployed and 
employed workers must mass picket the 
jobs to prevent the enforcement of the act.”

The Victorian Trades Hall, along with the 
State Labor Party Conference, also opposed 
Work for the Dole, leading to an unusually 
unifi ed working-class response. In Foot-
scray, a working-class suburb in the west of 
Melbourne, the UWM and the union-backed 
unemployed group put aside their diff er-
ences and formed a joint Council of Action 
to fi ght Work for the Dole. The campaign 
was so successful that the Footscray council 
abandoned the scheme altogether.

The UWM’s Work for the Dole pickets, 
in combination with the political pressure 
applied by the VTHC, proved an eff ective 
combination. The high point of this col-
laboration came during the June 1933 dole 
strike, which was administered by a Central 
Strike Committee comprised of delegates 
from the UWM and the Trades Hall-aligned 
unemployed groups.

The Victorian Trades Hall, however, 
quickly lost patience with the growing infl u-
ence of the radicals, and in August 1933, 

unilaterally took control of the strike and 
negotiated a settlement with the government 
– an increase in sustenance rates – against 
the wishes of the strikers.

The strikers were powerless to resist – 
they could not fi ght the government and the 
Trades Hall – and agreed under protest to 
return to work. Despite Work for the Dole 
strikes continuing right up until 1939 – many 
achieving signifi cant concessions – this lack 
of working-class unity was a recurring stum-
bling-block for the organised unemployed 
in their fi ght to abolish Work for the Dole.

The struggles of unemployed workers 
during the Great Depression exhibit both 
the best and the worst of the Australian 
working-class movement. It demonstrates 
that winning lasting gains for unemployed 
workers depends to a large extent on the 
unity of the working-class movement. As 
historian Charlie Fox concluded, the Trades 
Hall support for the organised unemployed 
was crucial: “where it supported strikes, they 
succeeded. Where it did not, they failed.” 
Similarly, when Trades Hall united with the 
UWM to fi ght for increased sustenance, or 
fi ght against the ban on street meetings in 
1933, the government caved in.

International Unemployment Day is, 
above all, a reminder that there is no substi-
tute for this working-class solidarity. Today, 
with the Labor Albanese government forcing 
unemployed workers to Work for the Dole in 
exchange for social security payments set at 
half the poverty line, it is a crucial lesson for 
unemployed worker activists and their allies.
Part 1 appeared in last week’s Guardian issue 
#2043. 
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