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Albanese torpedoes
Australia’s future
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Dr Hannah Middleton

Under the appalling AUKUS plan
announced by US President Biden on
Tuesday (Australian time), Australia
will begin hosting US nuclear-powered
and armed submarines from this year
and British vessels from 2026.

The long-term goal is for Australia to
build a new fleet of nuclear-powered sub-
marines known as SSN-AUKUS, in a joint
design with the UK made in Adelaide. They
are planned to enter service in the 2040s.
No doubt BaE (which has bought out ASC
in Adelaide) which runs the Astute class
construction program in Barrow has been
a major player in this.

To bridge the so-called capability gap,
Australia will buy three US Virginia-class
nuclear-powered submarines.

Australian sailors will this year be embed-
ded with US and UK nuclear submarine
crews to start training.

TRAITORS

Prime Minister Albanese and Defence
Minister Marles, like their predecessors
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Morrison and Dutton, are now exposed as
traitors and agents of a foreign power.

They are willing to sacrifice Australia’s
economy, to risk massive military and civil-
ian casualties for the United States to retain
dominance, economically and militarily in
the Indo-Pacific.

They are prepared to risk WW3 and the
possibility of it going nuclear with devastat-
ing worldwide consequences.

MORTGAGING

OUR FUTURE

AUKUS is the most expensive military
project in the nation’s history.

The cost of the program, including con-
struction and maintenance, is estimated to
reach $368 billion over the life of the pro-
gram to 2055.

If the Department of Defence’s track
record in managing and delivering major
projects is any guide, those figures are prob-
ably a gross underestimate.

Albanese boasts of what he calls “new
jobs, new industries, and new expertise in
science, technology, and cyber” — but this is

Party members in
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all for war, for death, and destruction. It is
despicable propaganda.

War and preparations for war are the
greatest threat to the environment. How do
these politicians, military, academic, and
media criminals intend to save Australia
from environmental catastrophe?

There are no billions for life and sustain-
able development, for our health, housing,
education, and other human needs.

Where is the funding for diplomacy and
arms control?

Where is the funding for the half a mil-
lion Australians who are struggling to afford
food every day?

Prime Minister Albanese is betraying
his own people.

Greens defence spokesman Senator David
Shoebridge called the deal a “$368 billion
nuclear-powered raid on public education,
health, housing, and First Nations justice that
will starve core services for decades to come.

“Until it is reversed, today’s announce-
ment will force Labor to deliver austerity
budgets to funnel billions of dollars offshore
to fund the US and UK nuclear submarine
industries,” he said.

Attack on aged care
workers’ pay
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FOR THE PEOPLE

If the ruling class really cared about the
people (and of course they only care about
profits and power), then the government
would prioritise its spending priorities
differently.

With $200 billion, for example, the gov-
ernment could raise rates of income support
on pensions, JobSeeker, youth allowance
and other payments to $88 a day.

An annual investment of $5 billion a
year would go a long way to fixing the hous-
ing crisis.

$90 billion could increase funding for
universities and public institutions like the
CSIRO.

A $12 billion investment in household
electrification over five years could eliminate
a third of our emissions and save households
$40 billion a year by 2028.

The aged care system is in crisis. Aged
care workers need a wage rise of at least 25
per cent which would cost an estimated $35
billion over ten years.

Continued on page 2
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Historic oceans agreement

On March 4, 2023, after two weeks of negotiations and
a final 36-hour sitting 193 nations reached agreement on
a treaty to protect the biodiversity of 30 per cent of the
high seas by 2030. At present only one per cent of the
high seas are fully protected.

The Intergovernmental Conference on Marine
Biodiversity of Areas Beyond National Jurisdiction (BBNJ)
had at a previous sitting in August 2022 failed to reach
agreement.

Reaching agreement in itself is an achievement. The
High Seas Treaty, as it is referred to, lays the basis for
the creation of marine parks and sanctuaries covering
two-thirds of the ocean beyond national jurisdictions (30
per cent of the ocean) by 2030. Fishing could be banned or
heavily restricted in these areas along with other activi-
ties that could have a detrimental impact on marine life.

The ocean has taken up much of the impact of human-
made global heating, absorbing about one-quarter of all
carbon dioxide emissions to date and 90 per cent of the
heat generated by greenhouse gas emissions trapped in
the Earth’s system. It hosts valuable biodiversity and pro-
vides food to millions. Our health and future depend on
its biodiversity and health.

The BBNJ is an important step towards meeting goals
and targets of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity
Framework which were adopted in December 2022 under
the UN Convention on Biological Diversity.

At the Kunming-Montreal conference UN General-
Secretary Antonio Guterres declared that “without
nature, we are nothing.” He pointed to the degradation
of the ocean, which is accelerating the destruction of
life-sustaining coral reefs and other marine ecosystems
— directly affecting those communities that depend on
the ocean for their livelihoods.

He pointed the finger at multinational corporations
which, he said, are “filling their bank accounts while
emptying our world of its natural gifts,” and making
ecosystems “playthings of profit.” Guterres condemned
the concentration of wealth and power in the hands of a
tiny number of mega-rich individuals.

Referring to the human cost associated with the loss
of nature and biodiversity, he described humanity as “a
weapon of mass extinction” which is “treating nature like
a toilet,” and “committing suicide by proxy.”

The head of the UN Development Programme (UNDP),
Achim Steiner, described the Kunming-Montreal agree-
ment as historic.

“This agreement means people around the world can
hope for real progress to halt biodiversity loss and protect
and restore our lands and seas in a way that safeguards
our planet and respects the rights of Indigenous peoples
and local communities,” Steiner said.

“Biodiversity is interconnected, intertwined, and in-
divisible with human life on Earth. Our societies and our
economies depend on healthy and functioning ecosystems.
There is no sustainable development without biodiversity.
There can be no stable climate without biodiversity.”

Nations have rights to marine resources out to 200 nau-
tical miles (370 kilometres) from their coastline. Beyond
that there is little regulation and nothing to prevent the
overfishing, threats to endangered species and other ma-
rine life, or the plundering of the ocean’s rich genetic,
mineral, and other resources. Cooperation is lacking and
enforcement of the few international agreements is weak.

One million plant and animal species are now threat-
ened with extinction. One third of all fished species are
now overfished. There has been nothing to compare the
destructive consequences of human activity with since
the end of the dinosaur era.

The main stumbling block during the BBNJ negotia-
tions was how to share the genetic wealth of the high seas.
Under the agreement, all countries will now have to share
benefits — financial and otherwise — derived from these
resources.

Not surprisingly there was a clear divide between the
developed and developing countries, with the developed
countries pushing for the interests of multi-national cor-
porations. Agreement was reached and now data, samples,
and research advances will need to be shared with the
world. This is a huge break-through when the power over
governments of Big Pharma is considered.

To make it legally binding, the treaty must be adopted
and ratified. After that it will depend on the preparedness
of governments to enforce it. Only then will it become
an international legally binding instrument under the
United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea on the
conservation and sustainable use of marine biological
diversity of areas beyond national jurisdiction.
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The public education sector is
screaming out for funding — it needs
an additional $65 billion for public
schools, $69 billion for abolishing
university fees, $4 billion for free
preschool, and $10 billion for a
wage increase for early childhood
education and care workers.

SELLING OUT

OUR JOBS

Jobs are being pushed as the
main social outcome of AUKUS.

However, dollar for dollar, mili-
tary spending creates far fewer jobs
than spending on other sectors like
education and health care.

Additionally, military spending
creates jobs that bring wealth to
some people and businesses, but
do not alleviate poverty or result
in widely shared prosperity.

One trade unionist asked:
Would you rather work on an off-
shore wind farm or be exposed to
dangerous nuclear reactors and
possibly nuclear weapons?

The jobs argument is completely
dishonest.

CATASTROPHE

Australia’s involvement in a US
war against China would be a cata-
strophic disaster for the Australian
people. With 9o per cent of our fuel
supplies imported, transport chains
would be disrupted and essential
supplies including food and medi-
cal supplies, stopped.

Exports to China would cease
and the economy would face a
severe downturn with substantial
job losses.

There is no way the government
can protect the 1.2 million Chinese
Australians from increased xeno-
phobia or racial violence.

SELLING OUT OUR
SOVEREIGNTY

Successive Australian govern-
ments have severely compromised
Australia’s sovereignty and should
be treated as collaborators with a

foreign government to the detri-
ment of the Australian people’s
best interests.

Claims by Marles and Albanese
that AUKUS will sustain Austral-
ian sovereignty are complete lies.

The US military forces and mili-
tary facilities in Australia are not
under the control of the Australian
Government.

Since the 2014 Force Posture
Agreement was signed, the north
of Australia has become a US base.

The north is being integrated
into US planning and prepara-
tion for a war against China. This
includes the military and spy bases
established from North West
Cape in Western Australia, to the
port and barracks and air base
in Darwin, to the joint RAAF-US
Air Force base at Tindal outside
Katherine, and to the expanding
Pine Gap spy and war fighting base
outside Alice Springs.

The US has established a
regional command centre in
Darwin. The US Marines, Air Force
and Navy operating within and
from Australia are all under the
command of the US Indo-Pacific
Command.

NORMALISING WAR

The Sydney Morning Herald
narrative “Red Alert” mirrors US
media narratives using the military
industrial complex, Wall Street, US
think tanks, and some US gener-
als. Such manufactured fears are
intended to flood the minds of Aus-
tralians with the objective of getting
support for a war with China.

The merchants of death, the war
profiteers who sell the guns, bullets
and bombs, the planes, ships, tanks,
missiles, drones, and more, work
to manipulate public opinion to
help them sell their terrible wares.
Without war, they are nothing.

The corporations which wring
super profits from exploiting cheap
labour and resources in our region
work to manipulate public opinion
to help them maintain their eco-
nomic and political power.

They are supported in Australia

by disgusting fawning so-called
“experts” in the military, among
academics, and in the media who
have been and are working to per-
suade the Australian people that
war with China is inevitable and
that billions must go to arms and
war preparations.

They do not deserve to be called
Australians.

WHAT ABOUT
CHINA?

China does not threaten Aus-
tralia. It is our major trading part-
ner and essential for our economy.
There is no evidence that China is
a threat to Australia.

In reality, China’s threat is that
it is growing in influence, in trade,
in economy, in technology, medi-
cine, education and lifestyle, and
in defensive military power. US
imperialism is risking Australia’s
future to contain and control these
positive developments. And the
ALP and Liberals are betraying the
interests of the Australian people
by going along with this.

China may have militarised
some atolls in the South China
Sea but, unlike the US, it does not
have 7000 troops in Guam, nearly
30,000 troops in South Korea or
80,000 troops and 125 bases in
Japan. China’s security concern
is to push US sea and air military
forces away from its borders.

PASSION FOR
PEACE

We must unite and mobilise to
force the Australian government
off this path to war.

Write to PM Albanese, War
Minister Marles, and Foreign
Minister Penny Wong to tell them
that you reject Australia becoming
a proxy in such a war and bearing
the terrible consequences.

Make Tuesdays your No AUKUS
day — email them every Tuesday.
a.albanese.mp@aph.gov.au
richard.marles.mp@aph.gov.au
senator.wong@aph.gov.au @
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CPA General Secretary speaks with the Hunter Branch

Recently, CPA General Secretary,
Andrew Irving, spoke with members
of the NSW Hunter branch. The topic:
the CPA’s support for a “yes” vote in
the referendum on the Voice to Parlia-
ment. The Hunter branch had invited
Andrew to speak on this topic, espe-
cially after some of us participated in
an Invasion Day rally in Newcastle.

At the rally, we heard two speakers, one
supporting a “yes” vote and the other a “no”
vote. Soon afterwards, the CPA’s Central
Committee promulgated a resolution on the
Party’s position on the referendum, coming
out strongly in favour of a “yes” vote. In light
of these developments, the branch issued the
invitation to speak with us and explain the
background and reasons for the resolution.

Comrade Andrew’s presentation was a
very well-informed contribution based on in-
depth research. He laid out the background,
history, and reasons for the Central Commit-
tee’s resolution, and stressed the breadth of
issues that were considered.

He began by pointing out that it was
necessary for the Central Committee to
“articulate a clear position fairly early.” This
came out of the experience of finding that a
number of comrades had been influenced by
“radicals that were arguing against the Voice.”
Promoting “politics that creates confusion,
and as a result division.”

This is precisely how the Liberals are chal-
lenging the referendum by “misrepresenting
what the process is, and what the question
means.” For these reasons, the CPA needed
to address the referendum policy early, so
that comrades can get a clear understanding
of why and how the Party is supporting the
referendum and a “yes” vote.

Further, the General Secretary stressed
that the Central Committee’s resolution
included references to the Party’s contribution
to the current historical and political reality.

For nearly all the CPA’s long history,
it has been a clear and resolute supporter
of Indigenous campaigns for land rights,
recognition, human rights, reconciliation,
treaty, and now the Voice. The reality is that
the Party had to consider the current Con-
stitution and Laws as they exist and what is
being proposed in the referendum for a Voice
to Parliament. “We start from what is being
proposed and how referendum campaigns
have evolved in Australia.” Comrade Andrew

explained the simplicity of the proposed
referendum question, and the wording that
would be included in the Constitution will
make it easier to explain and win support,
while maintaining its significance to advanc-
ing Indigenous representation.

Andrew emphasised that the intension
was that the Voice be applied to all levels of
governance in Australia. He observed that
the wording in the question and Constitu-
tional amendment speaks of “parliament”
and “doesn’t say ‘federal’, it doesn’t say
‘state’, it says ‘parliament and executive.””
Pointing out later that the proposal in the
Indigenous Voice Co-Design Process Final
Report “the structure is intended to be at all
levels of government.”

It will not only be the “federal govern-
ment, but all levels of government, all the
way down to local councils.” Even more,
“within each community they say there must
be different forms ... so we recognise the
differences within Indigenous communities
that require different ways of implementing
the Voice bodies being formed.”

This process may also replace a legacy
from the era of John Howard’s Liberal-
National government which implemented
a policy of non-representative Aboriginal
corporations being established to be the
prime negotiators in planning and devel-
opment matters. The Voice could negate
these non-representative corporations and
establish a proper representative system of
bodies to act for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples for all types of planning and
development issues.

Another significant emphasis for the
presentation was a focus on a step-by-step
approach. The Communist Party needs to
be realistic about what can be achieved in
any particular situation. In this context, “the
Voice is intended as the first step.”

Comrade Andrew referred to the state of
Victoria, where a treaty process has begun. In
this case the first step was to establish — with
careful preparation — a representative body
of Indigenous peoples that could draft what
should be included in and how to negotiate
a treaty. If you want to engage in a treaty
process, you need genuine representative
bodies to negotiate from both sides.

Further, each step in a struggle provides
a foundation for the next advance in the
process. Comrade Andrew pointed out that
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“having a Voice in the Constitution gives the
Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islanders ...
a right to be represented and speak which
can’t be taken away.” If it is in the Consti-
tution, that “means there is a high degree
of recognition for the Indigenous peoples.”
It also means that the “Federal Court will
apportion a lot more influence because there
is a constitutional Voice.”

In other words, it could be a powerful tool.
But this is only a beginning, a foundation for
future stages of struggle, Treaty and Truth
Telling. It “will come down to the commit-
ment and campaigning of the Indigenous
peoples and their supporters for change.”
He pointed out that the “capitalists won’t
give anything, even if there is wonderful leg-
islation in place. The elite and corporations

will resist if it is against their interests.” It
will need work to build a united movement
and campaigns to drive change, otherwise
the “capitalists won’t implement anything.”

“A victory for the ‘no’ vote that is sup-
ported by the radicals and conservatives
will result in a set-back to any progress for
Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islanders
rights, for years.”

To conclude with a question from the
general secretary: “Does the Voice represent
recognition of the Indigenous population in
Australia?” The answer is, in light of con-
crete conditions, a clear “yes.” For the “First
nations, national minority of this continent
will establish a constitutional Voice.” Finally!

“If we don’t do it now, when we have the
momentum, then when?” &

Party members in anti-Fascist action

Late last year it was revealed
that a Nazi white suprema-
cist organisation known as
the National Socialist Net-
work had held a get-together
at Legacy Boxing gym in Sun-
shine in Melbourne’s outer
west. The network is headed
by a white supremacist called
Sewell, recently found guilty
of the cowardly assault of a
black security guard.

Often when a gym is found to be
hosting neo-Nazis, the gym owner
expels them. In this case, the owner
of Legacy apparently doubled down,
and welcomed the fascists to keep
using the gym as a base.

A demonstration was called
inviting all anti-fascists to attend
and help build the movement
against the far right and show
solidarity with the many people
of colour who live in Sunshine.
Communists are definitely anti-
fascist, so when CPA Melbourne
branch members heard about it,
they organised and attended.

Sunshine is on the outer fringes
of Melbourne’s west and has a large
population of migrants from Malta,
Vietnam, Sudan, Afghanistan, and
other countries.

After warm-up speeches at Sun-
shine station, members marched
as a group to the council building,
where a petition was circulated
to ask the council to withdraw
the gym’s licence to operate. The
biggest applause was for a young
asylum seeker who spoke about
what his family was being put
through under the temporary
protection visa system. This brave
speaker, addressing a crowd of
about a thousand, was a reminder
that racism has far-reaching effects.

Although Sewell is brave when
it comes to sudden assaults on secu-
rity guards, his fellow Nazis stayed
well away and had a small demon-
stration of an estimated 30 people
at the gym itself, holding Nazi flags
and carrying home-made shields
for some reason. They left a trail
of stickers along the route of the
demonstration, and we took down
as many as we could on the way.

Update: Apparently the gym
has since lost its licence to teach
MMA (Mixed Martial Arts). It has
also lost most of its clients and may
have to close down. @&

Photo: CPA
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Attack on aged care
workers’ pay

T —

e

The Australian Nursing and Midwifery Feder-
ation (ANMF ) (Victorian Branch) has lodged
bargaining disputes in the Fair Work Com-
mission (FWC) against eight private aged care
employers refusing to pass all federal fund-
ing they receive for wage increases on to their
nurses and personal care workers.

The conciliation hearing between ANMF (Vic
Branch) and Lifeview (four facilities), mecwacare
(15 facilities), Villa Maria Catholic Homes (13 facili-
ties), VMCH Corpus Christie Aged Care Residence,
Deloraine Greensborough Aged Care Facility, RALAC
(Ringwood Area Lions Aged Care), Westmont Aged
Care Services, and Cobram Regional Care (formerly
Ottrey Homes) was scheduled in the Fair Work
Commission for 9:30am on Wednesday 8th March
— International Women’s Day.

On 21st February, the FWC announced a 15 per
cent award rate increase from 3o0th June for aged care
nurses (residential and home-care) and carers. This
is the FWC’s stage-one response to ANMF’s national
aged care work value case. ANMF is seeking a 25 per
cent increase.

The Federal government has committed to fully
funding the wage increases and on-costs.

The ANMF is seeking a safeguard clause in the
enterprise agreements requiring the provider to dis-
close the amount of taxpayer funding received for
the purpose of wage increases, and obliging them to
pass it all on to staff.

Providers’ bargaining representatives have told
the ANMF they are waiting to see if there are any
“rules” that legally require employers to pass on the
entire funding amount.

THREATS

Clare Dewan and Associates, representing many
of the aged care providers, has responded to ANMF’s
dispute application by threatening to cancel enterprise
agreements and move staff wages and entitlements
to the awards. This would mean lower wages, and
nurses and carers would lose up to 11 days of addi-
tional personal leave, paid parental leave, and other
allowances and entitlements — all hard won over years
of enterprise bargaining.

ANMF state Assistant Secretary Paul Gilbert said,
“The aged care royal commission found that low
wages and high workloads were key factors in poor
outcomes for aged care residents. This mean-spirited
approach is evidence that some aged care employers’
representatives are seeking to ignore the final report
and recommendations,” Gilbert said.

“Without a mechanism making it mandatory to

Photo: pxhere.com — Public domain.

pass on all of the taxpayers’ targeted pay rise funding,
providers will have the opportunity to pocket the dif-
ference between their EBA rate and the award rate.

“The irony of aged care providers fighting on
International Women'’s Day against using all of the
taxpayer funding to pay their predominantly female
workforce higher wages while their representatives
threaten to halve nurses’ and personal care workers
carer’s leave entitlement is abhorrent.

“Aged care providers continue to complain about
workforce shortages and yet fight tooth and nail against
passing on all taxpayer funding for wage increases to
their nurses and carers.

“It will be an unforgivable betrayal if aged care
providers receive nearly $2 billion targeted to pay
higher wages to nurses and carers, then fail to pass
on every single cent to their staff.

“We're calling on the Albanese government to
enforce a mechanism to ensure all funding is used
for nurses and carers’ pay rises and not funnelled
into operational costs or profit.”

In their final report, aged care commissioners Tony
Pagone and Lynelle Briggs noted that previous federal
government attempts to fund aged care nurses’ and
carers’ pay rises had not resulted in increased wages.

Over the past 30 years, federal governments have
given private aged care providers almost $2.5 billion
specifically to increase wages: the Keating government
provided $50 million in 1996.

In evidence to the aged care royal commission in
October 2019, Gilbert said “The Commonwealth has
increased subsidies to aged care to improve wages, and
not once did that deliver a dollar in improved wages.”

BACKGROUND

Under the FWC’s decision to increase award rates
by 15 per cent, the award rates will increase to:
 Personal Care Worker Grade 1 $27.11 per hour,
up from $23.57
Personal Care Worker Grade 2 $28.14 per hour
(holds a relevant Certificate 3 qualification or
possesses equivalent knowledge and skills), up
from $24.47
Enrolled Nurse with 4 years experience $30.51
per hour, up from $26.53;

Registered Nurse Grade 2 with 5 years’
experience $36.34 per hour, up from $24.47;
Nurse Unit Manager or similar $43.77 per hour,
up from $38.06.

The award classification examples (above) may
differ slightly between employers as set out in the
enterprise agreement. However, the award rate must
be paid as a minimum. &
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The NSW Council of Social Service (NCOSS) welcomed the
recent announcement by an increasingly desperate NSW
Coalition government in election mode, after it committed to
reform no-grounds evictions of renters, but warned that further
steps are required. An end to no-grounds evictions has long
been championed by a range of advocacy groups and NGOs
including the Tenants Union of NSW, St Vincent de Paul
Society NSW, Shelter NSW, and NCOSS. All major parties
have now committed to some form of no-grounds evictions
policy. As the peak social services body, NCOSS said, that the
ban on no-grounds evictions for periodic leases could make a
difference to the lives of people in NSW, but more safeguards
are needed. “These changes have the potential to make a
difference to those renters in NSW who are on periodic leases,”
said NCOSS CEO Joanna Quilty.

“This is a positive step to help some renters improve their
access to safe and secure housing. However, our main
concern is that this announcement does not go far enough.
The commitment does not include fixed-term leases, which is a
critical piece of the puzzle if renters are to be given the housing
security they so desperately need. As we stated in our policy
platform, NCOSS and our members are of the view that no
grounds evictions as a whole should be replaced with a range
of specified reasonable grounds, and these should be applied
to all types of leases. The devil is in the detail and consultation
will be required. We will work with our members and partners
to ensure the next Parliament implements these announced
changes and introduces further measures to protect the rights
of renters.”

The Albanese government’s purchase of nuclear-powered
submarines from the US will inflate the burgeoning annual
$48 billion war budget by tens of billions. The scare campaign
targeting China coming out of the Nine newspapers’ CIA pod of
journalists — and their hacks in the history rewrite room — are
playing their traditional role promoting the conflict agenda of
the ruling class. Treasurer Jim Chalmers’ constant economic
doomsday chant foretelling hard times for working people
were based on the government turning the country into a
foreign military base. The fact is, the Australian military hasn’t
defended anything Australian in conflict since WW2 — Malaya,
Korea, Vietnam, Afghanistan, Iraq — all in service to big powers.
The Labor government had clearly been given its orders by its
US master before being elected, evidenced by the capering
PM’s immediate embrace on coming to office of his fascist
counterpart in Ukraine.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: The context needed for the great
benefits touted by the government and their “experts” about the
production of weapons of war — prosperity for all if you swallow
the hype — is that all the weapons that have ever been made
were meant to be used, and at all times have been. Hype cannot
accommodate logic.

Stop the rate hikes

The Australian Council Of
Trade Unions (ACTU) has
called on the Reserve Bank of
Australia Board to halt inter-
est rate rises. Working people
on low and middle incomes
are already struggling to get
by on wages that are not keep-
ing pace with inflation. Any
further interest rate rises
will push them off a cliff, with

mortgage holders and renters
at particular risk,” says the
peek union body.

On top of rate rises, surging
corporate profits arising from
excessive price rises, which are the
real drivers of inflation, are causing
working people even more pain.
As a result, any savings working
people had accumulated have been
wiped out.

In a further sign that rate rises
have already done enough damage,
economic growth has slowed, and
unemployment is climbing and
consumer confidence is at rock
bottom.

It’s time to cease interest rate
rises and address the real cause of
inflation: corporate profiteering
and unnecessary price rises. @&

Find out more about the

Communist Party
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Beating

Australia

the war drums

Floyd Kermode

Marx noted that in military
state capitalism, building and
operating the armed forces
and the arms manufacturers
is the primary activity of gov-
ernment. Last week Nine’s
newspapers, The Age and
the Sydney Morning Herald,
launched an extraordinary
attempt to soften Australia up
for militarism, massive mili-
tary spending, and quite pos-
sibly war, using a series called
“Red Alert.”

The series took three pages per
day for three days to try to persuade
Fairfax readers of the following
propositions: China is about to
attack us; we need to double our
spending on military equipment;
and we should consider national
service.

In the series, by journalist/
propagandists Peter Hartcher and
Matthew Knox, five “independent
experts” lend their authority to
the campaign, backed by graphics
showing black fighter bombers
streaming out of Red China towards
Australia. All the “experts” are in
agreement with Hartcher and Knox
that war with China is imminent.
None question the need for Aus-
tralia to be a staging ground for the
US. All speak as if war is inevitable.

There are so many things wrong
with the series that it’s hard to know
where to start. There’s no evidence
or thread of logic that tells us that
China is planning to attack Aus-
tralia. It is assumed that if China
uses military force in Taiwan that
it is our responsibility to interfere
militarily. There is no mention that
Taiwan is a province of China, a
fact that Australia still officially
recognises and has done so since
the establishment of diplomatic
relations with China in 1972.

The policies of the US are based
on war, global domination, enslav-
ing nations, not liberating them. Its
foreign policy is based on milita-
rism. China does not have hundreds
of foreign bases around the world.
Its foreign policy is based on peace

and resolving differences through
peaceful, political means. The suc-
cess of the Saudi Arabia-Iran talks
in Beijing are an important step
towards peace in the Middle East
as evidence of its pursuit of peace.

So, why are these publications
inflicting this pro-war campaign,
that pretends to be a conversa-
tion, on us? Let’s turn some light
on the panel of five “independent
experts” that Knox and Hartcher
have hand-picked. Of the five, four
either work for or have strong links
to, the Australian Strategic Policy
Institute (ASPI), a lobby group that
poses as a think tank. Funded by
the Australian government and
various military hardware produc-
ers, the ASPI enjoys an unearned
reputation as an authoritative voice
on matters military. It is staunchly
anti-China and pro-increased mili-
tary spending.

In arguing for doubling mili-
tary spending from $43 billion
(it is already $48 billion) now to
around $80 billion, and for national
service, the panel of experts urge
us to “break taboos.” One of them,
Lesley Seebeck is quoted as saying
is that Australia should guard its

sovereignty by hosting nuclear
weapons. This is not guarding our
sovereignty but ceding it.

We at the Communist Party of
Australia have a few taboos we’d
like to see broken. Like the taboo
our major parliamentary parties
have against ever questioning the
US military alliance and the taboo
most of our media has over ques-
tioning the narrative of China as an
unstoppable and evil superpower
that is a threat to Australia.

At one point, Red Alert displays
a map that shows a ring of US allies
and base-hosting countries sur-
rounding China. The legend on the
map describes this ring as a “for-
ward defensive alliance.” Imagine
if there was such a Chinese ring
around the US!

Red Alert is an unambiguous
and dangerous pro-war diatribe.
It’s serious also in the context of
The Age in Melbourne, and the
Sydney Morning Herald in NSW.
Unlike the campaigning Murdoch
press, these former Fairfax papers
have been “liberal minded.” And
both papers have “Independent
Always” under their masthead. Not
any more. @

Outrageous assault on peace
and vulnerable Australians

Dr Sue Wareham

The naval nuclear reactors for
Australia, announced today,
represent one of the lowest
points in Australian democracy
in living memory. Unimagina-
ble expenditure — up to $368
billion — has been announced
for a single weapons capabil-
ity, submarines, in a decision
that was made behind closed
doors and is overflowing with
risks, many of which have
barely been acknowledged yet.
They include very significant
risks to health, and healthcare
for Australians. Prime Minis-
ter Albanese has betrayed his
own people.

Vulnerable Australians will
suffer even more in order for such
largesse to flow to the military-
industrial complex. Opposition
leader Dutton has already indi-
cated that the NDIS, a lifeline for

hundreds of thousands of Austral-
ians with particular needs, might
need to be attacked. Our health care
system is in crisis in many areas.
Countless thousands of Australians
have nowhere to live, and yet our
biggest financial investments will
be in preparing to join yet another
war of choice, this time between the
US and China.

The submarines are intended to
take part in a nuclear war, despite
not being nuclear-armed them-
selves. Australia should urgently
sign the Treaty on the Prohibition
of Nuclear Weapons to remove
any doubts about our intention to
remain nuclear weapons free.

The submarine decision has
been taken, in the name of defend-
ing “democracy,” by a tiny handful
of people, with not a single Austral-
ian outside elite circles — some with
vested interests —being consulted
and listened to.

Naval nuclear reactors are to

be imposed on one of our cities,
currently thought to be Wollon-
gong, after zero consultation with
the people there. The “exemplary”
safety record for UK and US subma-
rines that our Defence Department
claims is simply not true.

There are other questions that
haven’t even been asked, let alone
answered. What will be the carbon
emissions from this vast submarine-
building complex? How will the
ramped-up hostility that we are
witnessing affect prospects for cli-
mate action by the big powers? And
the nuclear waste — will Australia
become the dumping ground for
high level nuclear waste? Already
the US and the UK have stores of
submarine nuclear waste that they
don’t know what to do with.

*Dr Sue Wareham OAM is National
President, Medical Association for
Prevention of War (Australia). @
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Hannah Middleton

The current debate over who can decide if Australia goes
to war is more urgent and important than ever, now that the
rhetoric around war with China is mounting.

At its 2021 national conference, the ALP promised, if elected
to government, to hold a parliamentary inquiry into the power
of the prime minister to declare war without parliamentary
oversight.

At present the National Security Committee (NSC) decides on
whether Australia joins a foreign war.

The NSC is composed of Anthony Albanese, Richard Marles,
Penny Wong, Jim Chalmers, Chris Bowen, Mark Dreyfus,
Clare O’Neil, Katy Gallagher, and Pat Conroy.

The executive informs parliament after the decision has been
made. By that stage it is too late to change it.

Under that system, Australia has backed the US in disastrous
wars in Vietham, Afghanistan, Iraq, and Syria.

Under that system, Australia could back a US war on China,
with even worse consequences.

On 1st October last year the ALP government announced its
intention to establish an inquiry into how Australia goes to war.

Of the 111 submissions made to the inquiry, 94 were in favour
of change.

However, there is growing criticism that the government has
already rejected the prospect of significant reform.

Defence minister Richard Marles wrote to the inquiry last
October suggesting that it should not rule in favour of war
powers reform.

Foreign Affairs Minister Penny Wong recently told the Senate
that neither she nor the government supported reform to war
powers that would subject them to parliamentary approval.

Greens Senator Jordon Steele-John said over 87 per cent
of the community supports parliament voting on whether to
deploy troops overseas.

He said this is ALP policy and so he was surprised to hear
Penny Wong announce that the government supports the
status quo before the inquiry has finished.

Australia signed the United Nations Charter nearly 80 years
ago. The charter forbids international armed conflict subject
to certain exceptions, meaning that Australia must justify any
decision to go to war before the UN Security Council.

University of Sydney Professor of International Law Ben Saul
said “There’s lots of talk about potentially defending Taiwan,
but neither Australia nor the US has ever explained what
would be the legal basis for doing so.

“Taiwan — Australia and the US both say — is not a state but
a province of China, and therefore can’t draw on the right of
self-defence and collective self-defence.”

Imperialism has recognised that Asia will soon be the centre
of global economic power.

Time is running out to ensure that Asia and the Pacific are
dominated and controlled by the US and its allies, instead of
by the local peoples themselves,

Australia is being signed up and militarised to play a front-
line role in escalating Taiwan tensions into a war intended
to destabilise and contain China and set back the country’s
development.

Professor Saul said war powers reform could reduce the
likelihood of Australia being drawn into a conflict with the US
against China over Taiwan.

The final report of the war powers inquiry is expected to be
published at the end of next month.
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International Unemployment Day

Owen Bennett

6th March marks Interna-
tional Unemployment Day.
Unemployed workers have
for centuries borne the scars
of class war. Since the rise of
capitalism in the 16th century,
ruling classes have approached
unemployment not as a social
problem to be addressed but as
a weapon to be wielded against
the working class.

Capitalists invariably under-
stood that the greater the misery
inflicted upon unemployed work-
ers, the more unemployed workers
become willing to accept wages and
conditions below the “going rate,”
sometimes as a “strike breaking”
force. Similarly, employed work-
ers are made to fear unemploy-
ment and, as a result, become less
confident in their demands to the
boss. This drives down real wages
and conditions, boosting profit
rates in the process.

This led to Marx’s famous con-
clusion that the unemployed form
not only a “lever of capitalist accu-
mulation,” but also the “condition
of existence of the capitalist mode
of production.” Echoing Marx, for
centuries radicals have frequently
rallied around the call for the “right
to work.” By demanding the elimi-
nation of unemployment, radicals
reasoned that capitalists would have
less scope to use unemployment as
a union-busting tool.

The high point of unemployed
workers’ struggle came during the
Great Depression (1929-1939).

Confronted with record high rates
of unemployment — typically more
than 20 per cent of the workforce —
and hopelessly inadequate systems
of income support, unemployed
workers and their allies across
the world mobilised to demand
job creation programs and social
security payments as a right. Big
business and their proxies fought
bitterly against these demands,
leading to a sharpening of the class
struggle in most capitalist countries.

The ferocity of the struggle
against mass unemployment during
the Great Depression reflected the
growing international influence of
Communism. In September 1928,
the Sixth Congress of the Com-
munist International (Comintern)
predicted that the global capital-
ist economy was heading toward
a “revolutionary collapse.” This
analysis argued that the capital-
ist class, confronted with a failing
economy system, would increas-
ingly rely on social democratic
parties to use authoritarian meas-
ures to bring workers into line and
shepherd capitalism thorough this
turbulent “third phase” of capitalist
development.

As economic conditions wors-
ened and workers revolted, the
Comintern predicted that labour
moderates would, in partnership
with the capitalists, resort to fascism
to oppress the organised working
class, particularly the unemployed.
The Comintern directed its fraternal
organisation, the Red International
of Labour Unions (formed in 1920
to organise militant unionists), to

Bread line forms during Great Depression: Jobless line up early in the morning for a meal at one of the Central
Union Mission locations in Washington, October 1930. Photo: Public domain

build an international network of
unemployed workers’ organisations.

On 16th January 1930, the
Comintern executive declared 6th
March the “international day” of
protest against unemployment.
The response from unemployed
workers, who were mostly not
involved in radical politics, was
overwhelming. Across the world,
dozens of Communist Parties
and their fraternal organisations
mobilised millions of unemployed

workers and their supporters into
mass rallies, often culminating in
brutal police crackdowns.

In the United States, over one
million workers attended dozens of
protest rallies around the country
under the slogan “Work or Wages”
and “Don’t Starve — Fight!” Nota-
ble rallies were held throughout
Europe, including in Berlin, Vienna,
London, Manchester, Paris, Bilboa,
and Seville.

The strong reaction meant that

International Unemployment Day
was quickly established as a leading
rallying point of the international
working class against the inaction
of capitalist governments to address
the horrors of mass unemployment.
This burgeoning movement was
remarkably successful in achiev-
ing concessions for unemployed
workers and went on to have a sig-
nificant impact on Depression-era
and post-WW2 politics. @&

Experts warn of harm to Canada’s national
image as Trudeau seeks probe into
“Chinese intervention in elections”

Canada is set to examine whether
China interfered in its 2021 elections,
the Associated Press reported, after an
announcement from Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau. However,
the major objective of his move is to
coordinate Canada’s diplomatic strat-
egy to match that of the US by creat-
ing an unfriendly atmosphere toward
China among the Canadian public,
experts said.

This will harm Canada’s national image,
reducing it to the status of a “US follower,”
observers warned.

According to media reports, Trudeau
will appoint a special investigator to decide
whether there should be a public inquiry
into reports of Chinese interference in
Canada’s elections. He also asked a parlia-
ment national security committee to exam-
ine classified information on the matter.

While announcing his decision, Trudeau
reiterated that “all political leaders agree that
the election outcomes in 2019 and in 2021
were not impacted by foreign interference.”

The reason for this investigation is that
Canada is anxious to prove that its diplomatic
strategy is coordinated with that of the US, Li
Haidong, a professor with the China Foreign
Affairs University, told the Global Times.

“To this end, Canada is trying very hard
to create an unfriendly atmosphere in its
society by hyping up negative issues related
to China,” Li said.

Li noted that the idea of “interference in
elections” could be effective, “because it is a
topic that can make both the public and the
political elite very sensitive and can easily
stimulate society to form an irrational and
pathological impression.”

China’s Foreign Ministry has responded
to the issue several times. In the latest
response on 2nd March 2023, Chinese For-
eign Minister Qin Gang met with Canadian
Foreign Minister Mélanie Joly on the side-
lines of the G20 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting
in New Delhi and refuted the fallacy that the
Chinese Embassy in Canada tried to “inter-
fere” in Canadian elections.

Qin said the accusation is utterly

groundless. China has never meddled in other
countries’ internal affairs, and opposes any
interference in other countries’ internal affairs.

He urged the Canadian side to take
concrete measures to ensure the normal
operation of Chinese diplomatic missions
in Canada and prevent rumours and hype
from disrupting bilateral relations.

However, for Canada at this moment, the
truth and the outcome of the possible inves-
tigation simply do not matter, experts say.

“As things stand now, the negative effect
of Canadian politicians’ constant specula-
tion on the ‘China threat’ theory has already
taken shape,” Li said. “And that’s their main
objective. Canadian politicians want their
people to believe that China is a country that
can’t be trusted.”

A public opinion poll launched by the
Angus Reid Institute, a Canadian founda-
tion, in March shows that most Canadians
believe China did try to interfere in elections.

As for the results of the survey, Li said
they are likely to be vague. “What’s obvious
is that the people advocating the survey don’t

really care about the results. As long as the
hype about this theory lasts long enough,
the ‘China threat’ theory will keep spreading
among the Canadian public.”

However, the result of this self-righteous
manoeuvering by Canadian politicians will do
harm to Canada’s national image, Li warned.

“If Canada continues to follow US for-
eign policy in this way, when people think
of Canada, they will think of a US follower,”
Li said. “Such a move would be detrimental
to both the improvement of China-Canada
relations and Canada’s international image.”

Bilateral ties can only be built on the basis
of mutual respect, equality, and mutual ben-
efit. China-Canada relations are no exception,
then-Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson
Zhao Lijian said in November 2022 during a
regular news conference on the topic.
Global Times &

Japan to renovate 300 military bases

It seems that Australia’s not the
only US “ally” aggressively
preparing for war.

Koike Akira, the Japanese
Communist Party Secretari-
at Head has revealed that the
Japanese Ministry of Defense
(MOD) will renovate 23,000
facilities at about 300 bases
in order to deal with threats

such as nuclear, biological,
chemical weapons, and elec-
tromagnetic pulse attacks.
The MOD and Japan’s Self
Defence Forces will build
underground command posts
and will increase the thickness
of walls at facilities. Koike
said, “To establish under-
ground basing is for protecting
the command function in case

the whole of Japan becomes a
battlefield.”

At a House of Councillors
Budget Committee meeting on
2nd March, Koike listed according
to the MOD, the renovation work
will be completed in ten years, and
renovation projects in the first half
of the construction period alone
will cost four trillion yen (about
AU$44.5 billion). The cost is likely

to increase in the second half of
the period.

The Japanese Communist
Party’s Japan Press Weekly has
asked: why is it that the improve-
ment of military resilience is neces-
sary? It is because the government
assumes that Japan will come
under attack in retaliation for a
US-led joint preemptive strike on
other countries. In fact, the Kishida

government is going to acquire the
capability to preemptively attack
enemy missile bases. What Japan
should do is to make diplomatic
efforts to establish a peaceful envi-
ronment in the region, not to pre-
pare for war.

Japan Press Weekly @
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France: Biggest
show of force yet

France came to a standstill
on Tuesday 8th March when
protesters marched nation-
wide during the latest round of
strikes against a planned rise
in the retirement age to 64.

Unions described the protests as
their biggest show of force against
the deeply unpopular proposal from
President Emmanuel Macron’s
government. According to the AEF
news agency, 63 per cent of French
people oppose the government
proposal.

Garbage collectors, utility
workers, train drivers, and others
took action to show their anger at
the attack on their retirement and
pension rights.

More than 250 protests took
place across France. In Paris, tens
of thousands of people took to the
streets, and massive demonstra-
tions were also reported in other
major cities, including Marseille,
Nice, Nantes, and Lyon.

French Democratic Confed-
eration general secretary Laurent
Berger said that the number of
demonstrators nationwide was

the greatest since the beginning of
the protest movement in January.

Philippe Martinez, who heads
the left-wing General Confedera-
tion of Labor (CGT) union alliance,
told Francelnfo: “The goal is that
the government withdraw its draft
reform. Full stop.”

Some unions have called for
open-ended strikes in sectors
such as refineries, oil depots, and
transport.

Workers at Paris’s Gare de
Nord railway station have already
voted to continue the strike into
Wednesday.

The CGT reported that all oil
shipments in France were halted
by strikes at the refineries of
TotalEnergies, Esso-ExxonMobil,
and Petroineos groups. Truck driv-
ers, meanwhile, have sporadically
blocked major highways in go-slow
actions.

In Paris, garbage collectors
have started an open-ended strike
and blocked access to an incinera-
tion plant at Ivry-sur-Seine, near
Paris, which is Europe’s biggest
such facility.

Photo: Valentin Cartillier

A fifth of flights were canceled
at Paris’s Charles de Gaulle airport,
and about a third of flights were
scrapped at Orly airport.

Trains to Germany and Spain
came to a halt, and those to and
from Britain and Belgium were
reduced by a third. Most high-
speed and regional rail services
were cancelled as well.

Public transport and other
services were disrupted in most
French cities. In Paris, the Eiffel
Tower was closed, as was the Palace
of Versailles, west of the capital.

Paris train driver Xavier Bregail
said, “We held strong demonstra-
tions earlier, but it’s time to take
the movement one step further.”

Bregail voiced hope that the
protests would turn into a broad-
er movement against economic
injustice.

France’s eight main union con-
federations and five youth organi-
sations were set to meet to decide
on their next steps in defense of
pension rights. @&

West Africa People’s
Organization calls for
pan-African spirit

The West Africa Peoples
Organization (WAPO), an
“anti-imperialist network
that promotes regional unity
across West Africa,” has wel-
comed a proposal for greater
collaboration between Burki-
na Faso, Mali, and Guinea,
and has called for coordina-
tion and planning of produc-
tion, trade, infrastructure,
economic development, and
defense among these coun-
tries after the withdrawal of
French military forces from
the Sahel region.

This collaboration between
these countries was prompted
after the prime minister of Mali’s
transitional government, Choguel
Kokalla Maiga, concluded a visit to
neighbouring Burkina Faso on 26th
February, and foreign ministers of

Burkina Faso, Mali, and Guinea
proposed a “Bamako-Conakry-
Ouagadougou” strategic axis for
enhanced cooperation a few weeks
before the visit.

Welcoming this visit, WAPO
said in a statement, “We recognise
in it [the initiative] the undying
spirit of Pan-Africanism that moved
the founders of modern Africa even
after three generations of neo-colo-
nial repression.” WAPO also said
that there was a need to unite “to
create the capacity to defend our
territories and interests.”

On 18th February, Burkina
Faso officially marked an end to
France’s military presence on its
territory while in 2022, French
troops withdrew from Mali after
a nearly decade-long deployment
in the country.

France’s withdrawal from Mali

and Burkina Faso took place in the
aftermath of successive military
coups since 2020, amid rising
public unrest against France’s
military presence even as armed
conflict has expanded in the region.

“The anger in Mali, Burkina
Faso, and Guinea is [also] a result
of France establishing their regional
economic policy. The reserves of the
three countries [as well as many
other Francophone countries] are
kept in France. France also retains
the right to confiscate their national
financial reserves,” Kafui Kan-
Senaya, the secretary-general of
WAPO and the research secretary
of the Socialist Movement of Ghana,
told Peoples Dispatch.
Globetrotter &
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IRAN, SAUDI ARABIA: The two countries reached an
agreement that includes the resumption of diplomatic relations
and re-opening of diplomatic missions within two months. They
also agreed to hold talks between foreign ministers to arrange
the exchange of ambassadors and explore ways to strengthen
bilateral relations. Both Saudi Arabia and Iran expressed their
appreciation and gratitude to Iraqg and Oman for hosting several
rounds of talks between 2021 and 2022, and especially to the
Chinese leaders and government for hosting, supporting and
contributing to the success of the talks. “As a reliable friend
of the two countries, China will continue to play a constructive
role,” said Wang Yi, director of the Office of Foreign Affairs
Commission. He pointed out that the improvement of relations
between Saudi Arabia and Iran paved the way for regional
peace and stability in the Middle East and was an example of
resolving differences between countries through dialogue and
consultation. There is hope that this welcome development at
the diplomatic level will also result in bringing peace to Yemen
and Syria.

MEXICO: Mexico was the host country for peace talks between
the Colombian government and the National Liberation Army
(ELN). The two sides reached a bilateral ceasefire agreement.
“The bilateral ceasefire and the secession of hostilities in order
to create the conditions for overcoming the cruel conflict”
is one of the points of the agreement. It also includes the
recognition of the political status of the ELN as an “armed
rebel organisation” by the government. Among other points
is the building of a political and social alliance that will lead
to a national agreement. “We were able to begin to address
the most urgent, heartfelt and sensitive issues, such as the
ceasefire, and we also opened the doors wide to citizen and
community participation,” said Otty Patino, chief negotiator
for the Colombian government. For his part, Pablo Beltran,
chief negotiator for the ELN, stressed that “the first steps have
been taken to achieve a bilateral, national and temporary
ceasefire” and said that “we all have to change to achieve a
comprehensive and lasting peace, we all have to participate in
its design and realisation.” Peace negotiations began in 2017,
but were interrupted for four years and resumed in 2022 in
Venezuela, a guarantor of the peace process along with Cuba,
Norway, Mexico, Chile and Brazil, with Sweden, Germany,
Switzerland and Spain as accompanying countries. Cuba
will be hosting the next round of the peace talks. Both parties
expressed their gratitude to the Cuban government and people,
stating that “Cuba is a beacon of hope and peace for the rest of
the continent.”

RUSSIA: Russia’s foreign trade surplus surged nearly 20 per
cent despite Ukraine-related western sanctions. According to
the Federal Customs Service, total exports in 2022 reached
$591.4 billion, up 19.9 per cent from 2021. Imports slid 11.7 per
cent against the previous year of $259.1 billion. This brought
Russia’s trade surplus to a record of $332.38 billion, up 67
per cent from $199.5 billion in 2021. Energy products made up
the bulk of foreign exports despite the western sanctions as
Moscow actively re-directed them to Asian partners.

BULGARIA: A demonstration was held in the Bulgarian capital
Sofia on 9th March 2023. The demonstrators were protesting
against the city council’s decision to relocate the monument
to the Red Army soldiers who liberated the city from Nazi rule.
The placards read “Death to fascism,” and the council building
was pelted with eggs, with one woman in the crowd angrily
promising that “next time it won’t be eggs either ...”
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President Biden’s new
discriminatory immigration policy

Graham Holton

On 2nd February 2023, the US Department
of Homeland Security (DHS) announced
that of the 998 children detained at the
US-Mexico, border under the President
Trump administration, 148 will be reuni-
fied with families. Three weeks later the
President Biden administration proposed
a near-total asylum ban along the south-
ern border. The new rule will deny asy-
lum to migrants who have not applied for
protection in the countries they passed
through, on their way to the United States.
It will also reject those who entered the
US illegally.

Vice President Kamala Harris announced a
fund of US$1 billion, from private companies, to
address the “root causes” of mass migration from
Central America. The US government does not
consider the US political and military interven-
tions in Central American countries in the 1980s
to be “root causes” (see “US Imperialism and
the Gangs of LA,” The Guardian 6th February
2023). This new policy requires asylum seekers
to use a smartphone app to apply for asylum
at an official border crossing, assuming that
applicants can afford a smart phone.

In his presidential campaign, Biden prom-
ised a more humane approach to immigration
than President Donald Trump’s “zero tolerance”
policy and Title 42. This federal law deals with
public health, social welfare and civil rights, to
keep communicable diseases out of the US. The
law was originally used in 1929 to keep ships
from China and the Philippines from entering
US ports during an outbreak of meningitis. The
Trump government invoked Title 42 to expel
migrants from Cuba, Venezuela, and Nicaragua
to Mexico. The strict immigration policy, first
proposed during the Trump administration, was
then deemed unlawful and has been repeatedly
blocked by federal courts. Biden’s new policy will
take effect just as Trump’s Title 42 comes to an
end. Since taking office, the Biden administra-
tion’s migration policies have become increas-
ingly restrictive. Trump used Title 42 to deport
migrants without them being able to apply for
asylum. More than two million people have been
expelled under this law.

Danilo Zak, Associate Director of Policy
and Advocacy at Church World Services (CWS)
argues that by barring certain individuals from
accessing asylum, Title 42 not only disregards
their safety but fails to consider asylum as a
basic human right. It only allows the privileged
few to migrate to the USA. It will “wreak havoc
on the lives of fathers, mothers, brothers,
sisters, and children.” Bilal Askaryar of Wel-
come With Dignity finds that the new policy

effectively bans “Black, Brown, Indigenous,
and poor people.”

The Border Rights Project, Al Otro Lado, is
a legal organisation that works on both sides of
the US-Mexico border. Director Nicole Ramos,
says the US government “erects countless barri-
ers for those fleeing persecution.” The govern-
ment limits the right to seek asylum and instead
funds foreign armed forces to brutally beat back
migrants as they attempt to make their way to
the US-Mexico border.” The Biden government
ensures that thousands of refugees will “end up
dying on our doorstep — all while pretending
that we are a champion of human rights and
the ‘land of the free.””

Numerous human rights organisations have
condemned the new rules. Keren Zwick, Director
of Litigation at the National Immigrant Justice
Center, told NBC News, “it would be invalid like
the similar Trump administration rules that
were found unlawful by federal courts.” Robin
Philips, Executive Director of The Advocates
for Human Rights, says “International law and
federal statutes are clear, the US cannot return
people to face persecution, torture, or gross
human rights violations. Banning people from
seeking asylum threatens individual lives and
dismantles the most important safety net for
people fleeing oppression — people the US has
long sworn to protect.” It violates, “the spirit
and text of the Refugee Convention, the Refu-
gee Act, and our US moral promise to do right
by those in need.”

Krish O’Mara Vignarajah, President and CEO
of the Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Serv-
ice, says that it violates President Biden’s own
campaign promises, as it requires, “persecuted
people to first seek protection in countries with
no functioning asylum systems themselves ... a
ludicrous and life-threatening proposal.” Accord-
ing to Lisa Haugaard, Executive Director of the
Latin America Working Group, it leaves people
in a bureaucratic limbo and forces them “to
apply for asylum in countries where their lives
may still be very much in danger, and which
offer slow-moving access to asylum for only a
fraction of those who desperately need it.” The
Department of Homeland Security Secretary,
Alejandro Mayorkas, disputes these claims and
says the new policy is not similar to that of the
Trump administration.

Further Reading:

Isabella Dias. 21-2-2023. “Ludicrous and Life-
Threatening.” Mother Jones. www.motherjones.
com/politics/2023/02/ludicrous-and-life-
threatening-biden-just-announced-a-transit-ban-
for-migrants

#WelcomeWithDignity Campaign. 23-2-2023.
Press Release. “Biden's Asylum Ban Will Return
Refugees to Danger and Death.” &
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Immigrant rights march for amnesty in downtown Los Angeles, California on May
Day, 2006. Photo: Jonathan McIntosh — Wikimedia Commons (CC BY 2.5).

Immigration: UK Copies Australia

Floyd Kermode

That’s right, you read the headline
correctly. Normally it’s the other way
round. Australians copy the UK, at
least when we’re not copying the US.
A lot of our culture derives from the
UK. That’s why we have a foreign mon-
arch’s face on our currency, and law-
yers who wear wigs.

However, when it comes to barely con-
cealed racism, and the treatment of asylum
seekers, the British government has had a
look at the Abbott-Turnbull-Morrison gov-
ernment and said “We’ll have some of that.”
Rishi Sunak, the British Prime Minister, has
taken to giving his speeches from a lecturn
with “STOP THE BOATS” on the front. The
current Immigration Minister has continued
her predecessor’s policy of paying Rwanda to
take refugees the Conservatives don’t want.
What’s going on?

One thing that is definitely going on is
that the UK government is in dire trouble.
Brexit, and the way the Tories have gone
about it have not been good for the British

economy. The conflict in Ukraine has caused
gas prices to rise. There’s a wave of strikes as
workers like transport workers and nurses,
who were praised as essential during the
pandemic, are taking to the streets because
they can’t live on empty gratitude. Further-
more, and probably the first priority for the
party of Cameron, Johnson, Truss and Sunak,
their position in the polls is dire. Overall the
British public do not trust the Tories to run
the National Health Service or the economy.

So it is that the government has cast
about for good ideas that will inspire people.
What it has pulled up seems to be some of
the worst ideas of the Abbott government.
Remember when Abbott, asked about the
economy, could only answer “We stopped
the boats”? This didn’t stop him from being
chucked out as leader soon afterwards, so it
turns out “We stopped the boats” does not
answer every question. Remember when
Scott Morrison prided himself on having a
little model boat in his office with “I stopped
these” engraved on it?

It’s important to remember these things
because they’ve been buried under later

scandals. The Coalition’s mishandling of the
bushfires, its failures during the pandemic,
sports rorts all piled up on the mistreatment
of blameless asylum seekers, something that
has worked for them since John Howard
was PM. Remember when Australia paid
Cambodia millions of dollars to take a few
refugees — the only ones they could find who
decided that taking their chances in Cam-
bodia was better than indefinite detention?
The Coalition spent $4.77 million to resettle
six people in Cambodia. Six refugees were
resettled in Cambodia. Only two stayed there.

The conservative government in Britain
has paid Rwanda about $1.83 million dol-
lars to resettle so far no people, so in that
respect, they're outdoing the Coalition in
incompetence.

It’s known that there is a fair bit of
interchange between the UK and Australian
political systems. Lynton Crosby worked for
both the Howard government in Australia
and for Cameron in the UK. Tony Abbott,
the oddball anglophile who tried to bring
back Knights and Ladies to the Australian
honours system, is constantly using his

generous former-PM perks to pop over to
the UK to offer them opinions on how to be
right-wing properly (when he’s not rubbing
up to Orban in Hungary). So we shouldn’t
be surprised that the UK Tories sometimes
look to Australia for inspiration.

As they rub their hands over new ways
of harvesting votes from xenophobia, British
conservatives might want to reflect on the ulti-
mate fate of the Abbott-Turnbull-Morrison
government. Despite desperate last minute
attempts to stir up some anti-asylum seeker
panic, the Coalition was thrashed in the polls
by an electorate tired of incompetence, pork
barrelling and active hostility to action on
carbon emissions. One of Morrison’s last
actions as PM was to get some text messages
sent out warning about “refugee boats from
Sri Lanka.” That didn’t save him from having
to pack his “I stopped these” ornament and
get out of The Lodge. Racism and fear of
foreign invasions can go a long way, but it
can’t stop the people of a country working
out where their real interests are. &
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The Swap

(SBS and SBS on demand)

Floyd Kermode

Some young people are being
educated in silos. They never
meet people who are different.
Wouldn’t it be great if a few of
them could see how different
people live? A more commu-
nist question would be: Why
are there these cocoons in the
first place? Another one is:
Whose interests do the bubbles
serve? The Swap is an enjoy-
able TV series from SBS that
shows a group of kids getting
out of their silos for a bit by
swapping schools.

The two worlds are those of
two sorts of high school education,
Muslim and not-Muslim. Actually,
the show involves three sorts of edu-
cation, since the students making
“the swap” come from a Muslim
private school, a pair of Catholic
private schools (boys and girls),
and a state co-ed high school. What
The Swap is really interested in is
Muslims and non-Muslims.

The show was set up by Ali
Kadhry, the CEO of the Islamic
College of Brisbane (ICB).

If you're going to watch a real-
ity show, but have qualms about
enjoying the manipulation and
misogyny of things like The Bach-
elor, The Swap is for you. The
Bachelor and its various spinoffs,
are a lot of people’s guilty pleasure,
but some viewers find the stupidity
of the whole thing too much. Some
are repelled by the cruelty of set-
ting up ordinary people as villains.

The Bachelor, like Love Island,
Bachelorette, and other reality
shows use very selective editing
and “emotiondrums” music to
build up tension in what is really
avery ordinary series of events: A
young man prefers one woman over
another! A young woman makes the
same choice! Somebody didn’t win
a cooking competition!

To save us passing out from
boredom, crafty video editing and
emotion drums, along with the sort
of string music that goes well with
James Bond jumping out of a plane
with no parachute are deployed.

The Swap, on the other hand, is
resolutely high-minded. Everyone
is going to be respected, everyone
is treated with fairness. Nobody is
sexually exploited. The children in
the show are about as nice as you
could wish for. The narrator uses
a sober and serious voice.

Still, it is a reality show. As with
The Bachelor, the makers of The
Swap have a vast amount of foot-
age to choose from, and editorial

choices to make. So far, the most
Bachelor moment has been when
one of the parents hears her Catho-
lic-private school daughter enthus-
ing about her buddy at the school,
and the things she likes about Islam.
The camera zeroes in on the mother
looking concerned, and we cut away
to the mother trying to explain in a
non-bigoted way that she doesn’t
want her daughter to go Muslim. A
bit of a “here’s a villain” moment.

Accompanied by dramatic
music, Khadry explains that some
parents at the school don’t approve
of his idea to set up The Swap.
One parent on an internet forum
about the school calls him “Donald
Trump.” Another describes him
as having an “it’s my-way-or-the-
highway” attitude (which sums up
a lot of CEOs I've known). Khadry
brave, parents insular, was the
takeaway there. The parents also
fear racism and bigotry, which is
understandable.

As the students get into it, the
show gently introduces us to Sonya
and Brynn from Ferny Grove Sec-
ondary School. Whimsical music
plays while Brynn explains his
stereotypes of Muslims — he seems
to think they’re a combination of
Sikhs and Islamic State.

The Muslim students have res-
ervations too. The moment when
the Muslim kids, having been gently
told that the visiting kids are just
other teenagers, glimpse the visi-
tors through the window of their
room, and one says, “They look
so white.” As well as describing
a colour, “white” has the associ-
ated meaning of “materialistic and
bourgeois.” The kid who said that
probably meant it in both senses
of the word.

For The Swap, the elephant in
the room is our class system, and
education funding choices. These
factors determine everything about

the situation but are treated like
facts of life. Nice principal Kahdry
talks a lot about how he wants his
students to get out of their “silos”
or “cocoons.”

He kicks off the idea by describ-
ing how one of the school’s alumni,
the excellent Mrs Ahmed who
teaches PE and conducts discussion
sessions with the kids, had trouble
getting on in the world of non-
Muslims when she left the school.
This is trouble Mrs Ahmed would
have a lot less of if Australia had a
properly funded free and secular
school system.

A physical thing, the Brisbane
River, plays a major part too. We
are told that the students never go
“north of the river” and that cross-
ing the river is a big deal. Parents
who live south of the river describe
how they never meet Muslims in
their day to day lives. Again, that’s
presented as just a fact of nature,
like the river itself. It wasn’t nature
who decided where to build public
housing.

All of the schools participating
in The Swap are part of a system
that creates the “silos” Mr Kadhry
wants to break down. A funding
system that has been operating in
Australia since the mid-1950s keeps
private schools funded, and state
schools struggling, so that class
considerations can play a part in
school choice. Apart from a feeble
attempt by Julia Gillard to make the
system a tad fairer, it has ratcheted
up ever since.

If Kadhry really wanted to
make get students out of their
silos, he’d be furiously campaign-
ing for a properly funded state
school system. As private school
management often does, he just
wants the students to have a peek
at each other’s worlds, then return
to the status quo. &
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Uncomfortable reading /- nkmfortobol ‘rdin/

A lot of weasle words are an attempt to pre-emptively shield
something awful from criticism. If something is wrong and bad,
you can try to tell your audience that you're brave for daring to
say it. So it is with the recent nine-page ‘Let’s go to war’ series,
‘Red Alert’ from Nine Fairfax. It is indeed uncomfortable read-
ing. It’s also excruciating, wrong and dangerous, so no, Nine, you
don’t get any cookies for putting it out.

Unwritten rule /onrton rul/

Unwritten rules are definitely a real thing, as you'll know if you go
to someone’s house and break one. The weasly use of “unwrit-
ten rule” is as a way of praising someone for doing something
they do all the time with impunity. In the Nine-Fairfax warmon-
gering series (see page 5), former defence (sic) bureaucrat and
Australian Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) head Peter Jennings
is praised for breaking a “powerful unwritten rule in Australia” by
enthusing about a possible war with China. ASPI talks about war
on a pretty much daily basis, the ABC speculates about it a lot as
do other Australian media. Jennings is as brave for breaking that
unwritten rule as | am for breathing.

growing militarism /groui ‘miot ihizom/

(Andrew Probyn reporting on our growing militarism says we find
China’s growing militarism abhorrent.)

Militarism, putting too much national time and energy into fet-
ishising the military, is obviously a bad thing. Andrew Probyn,
reporting on our $368 billion (and counting) commitment to buy-
ing nuclear-powered submarines, tells his readers that Australia
finds China’s growing militarism “abhorrent.” If they really find mil-
itarism abhorrent, Australians must be filled with self-disgust
after the Liberal Party tipped half a billion dollars into the national
war memorial, not to mention overcome with self-loathing at the
recent AUKUS decision.

Nobody / nbd/

“Nobody” is a useful person. They somehow prove that peo-
ple don’t want things they obviously do want. Butter didn't melt
in Foreign Minister Penny Wong’s mouth as she told the world
that “nobody wants to see [military] escalation” on the day that a
nation-impoverishing submarine deal was announced. Get ready
to hear “nobody wants war” from people who obviously are really
hanging out for war.

Motivation /mt'vfon/

Motivation is a good thing, if we’'re motivated in the right direc-
tion. That's why we often hear the term used about exercise,
health, and doing a really good job at work. You see it a lot in job
interviews and on resumés. Three cheers for motivation! Moti-
vation has a second weasly use when we don’t intend to lift a
finger about something, but say it’s okay because we’re motivat-
ed in that direction. Take a second bow Penny Wong, who has
explained that “Australia’s motivation is peace” in case anyone’s
confused by her government ramping up military spending and
joining a hostile alliance aimed at our major trading partner. Glad
you cleared that up, Penny.

- Something

to say?

Write to
the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au
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The CPA Brisbane Branch
together with Australian Sol-
idarity with Latin America
(ASLA) held a successful col-
laborative event on Saturday
11th March to celebrate and
commemorate International
Women’s Day (IWD) 2023.
The theme of the occasion was
“How War Affects Women,”
and included songs, poems,
presentations, and discussions
around the particular connec-
tions between IWD and the
peace movement.

To kick off the afternoon,
Casey from the Brisbane Branch
welcomed the audience of around
40 and discussed the importance
of remembering the roots of IWD,
or International Working Women’s
Day.

Unfortunately, IWD has been
largely co-opted by bourgeois forces
who now more than often use the
day to put on champagne break-
fasts at $150 a head, or to celebrate
women who “have it all” — largely
a jab in the ribs to the average
working-class woman who deserves
respect and liberation regardless of
her “achievements.”

IWD has its roots in socialism,
with the event first being proposed

International

Brisbane IWD
Peace is possible

in 1910 by Clara Zetkinleader of
the Women’s Office of the Social
Democratic Party in Germany, and
a close friend of Lenin.

In line with the theme of the
event, Casey quoted from Zetkin,
“Does not capitalism stick to the
heels of the working woman from
the grey dawn of morning until
late at night, in order to squeeze
out of her flesh and blood — and
from her often with doubled cruelty
and unscrupulousness — the riches
with which it wishes to pay for its
ravages in the world war and for its
future destructive existence. The
rising cost of living, intensified by
profiteering and high taxes tear the
piece of dry bread from her mou

This shows the clear connec-
tion between IWD and how it has
historically been a demonstration
against war and poverty.

Casey was followed by Adela
Brent from ASLA who, dressed as
Clara Zetkin, spoke about revolu-
tionary women including Rosa Lux-
emburg and Alexandra Kollontai.
The audience then enjoyed three
songs from the Voices of Spanish
Speaking Women (VOSSW) choir.

Annette Brownlie, President
of the International and Peaceful
Australian Network was next. She

Guardian

gave an informative presentation
about Women in war, and the
importance of the peace movement
in Australia.

Ovidio from both ASLA and
the Brisbane CPA Branch then also
performed some songs, which the
crowd enjoyed singing along with.

The late Anita Reid, a lifelong
peace activist in Brisbane was then

honoured with a reading of her
poem, Peace is Possible. The after-
noon was complete with another
few songs from the VOSSW choir,
and a raffle with the winner receiv-
ing a Che Guevara-labelled bottle
of red wine.

While the audience enjoyed par-
ticipating in the IWD 2023 event,
they were also left with important

ideas and thoughts to ponder. IWD
is a special occasion for all com-
munist and working-class people,
and is an important event to com-
memorate yearly, with a clear aim
of promoting peace and liberation
for the working class. @&

Sydney marches for
International Workmg Women’s Day

E Lennon

Participants at this year’s rally came
from all over to gather on the steps of
Sydney’s Town Hall despite train net-
work chaos. Women and their allies
from all industries amassed, with
strong contingents from the Commu-
nist Party of Australia, Nurses and
Midwives Association, Maritime Union
of Australia, and the Public Service
Association.

Some participants came late due to
train delays, but the event kicked off. The
CPA contingent came bearing flags and a
banner hand painted with the Mao Zedong
quote “Women hold up half the sky.” Many
members of the public complimented the
banner with one commenting “if women
didn’t hold up the sky, the whole thing would
come crashing down.”

A woman with the CPA contingent said
the rally carries extra significance when
you discover the true story of International
Women’s Day, or International Working
Women’s Day as socialists prefer to call it.

“This day was created for working class
women, by working class women. Women
workers in the United States initiated the
day, and it was soon adopted into global
usage by women in the USSR and socialists
abroad, in particular as a day to promote
women’s suffrage as well as advocate for the
overthrow of capitalism and move towards
socialism,” she said.

“In our current cost-of-living crisis, we’re
seeing mothers not being able to prov1de
three square meals a day for their children.
While women are facing these terrible circum-
stances, [NSW premier] Dominic Perrottet
has rushed out a proposed program to save
money for kids in the future. It rings hollow
as an election gesture promising stability
to be yielded in decades to come instead of
today when it is needed most.

“We need radical change. We do not
need concessions. Inflation is rising all
while corporations are increasing the fat in
their margins. It’s quite clear the capitalist
system is broken.”

After an acknowledgement of country
was made, the crowd filled the street and
marched from Town Hall to the fountain at
Hyde Park where the Sydney Trade Union
Choir greeted the throng.

In the 1922 volume of the International
Press Correspondence journal, German com-
munist Clara Zetkin wrote on the resolution
to celebrate Women’s Day everywhere on
8th March at the Second International Con-
ference of Communist Women at Moscow.

“The international women correspondents
of the Communist Parties of many European
countries have in a general conference with
the representatives of the women’s secretariat
of the Third International, consulted them
about the carrying through of the Women’s
Day,” wrote Zetkin.

“In their decisions they were in accord
with the orders of the Third International.
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[...] The Communist Party of every country
can and must devote its full strength to the
success of our demonstration.

“Women will fight with honour and glory
in the front ranks of the united revolutionary

front. Their International Day must build a
strong proletarian armed force against the
counter-revolutionary intriguers of capital-
ist power and their political flunkeys.” &
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