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The CP in 
the workers’ movement

Toothless tiger in the 
capitalist jungle

Weaponising culture Responsible and 
accountable governance

The Coalition Morrison government 
has got to go. On Saturday 21st May 
vote them out!

The Communist Party of Australia rejects 
the undemocratic electoral system that pre-
vents small parties from participating on 
an equal basis. The two-party system that 
prevails in Australia and the most recent 
changes to the electoral laws by the Coalition 
government and supported by the opposition 
Australian Labor Party (ALP) are the main 
reason there are no Communist candidates 
at this Federal election.

Ultimately universal suff rage does not 
guarantee the results will express the inter-
ests of working-class people.

The Communist Party of Australia 
demands a democratic electoral system that 
would allow the participation of working-
class political forces like the CPA. The CPA 
advocates for a compulsory, preferential 
proportional representation system. The 
Australian Electoral system must change. 

The current undemocratic electoral 
system promotes the waste of millions of 
dollars in dirty electoral campaigns mainly 
sponsored by monopoly capital in the interest 
of the coal and mining industries to preserve 
the status quo of the minority.

WORKERS 
DEMAND CHANGE

The Coalition government has been 
consistent in its war on workers. Wages and 
conditions have deteriorated with the right 
to organise for workers and their unions 
dangerously undermined.

Working families are facing high and 
rising living costs. Workers and their fami-
lies are having to make choices about buying 
medications, having heating/cooling with 
some facing food shortages and even home-
lessness as real wages stagnate or fall.

Workers on JobSeeker cannot aff ord 
to live with dignity and the government is 
steadfastly refusing to increase payments for 
these workers looking for work or those on 
the age pension, disability and other social 
security payments. 

The Communist Party of Australia cam-
paigns for a living wage and secure jobs 
for all workers and a living income for all 
social security recipients including those 
on JobSeeker.

The Coalition government has targeted 
construction and maritime workers and 
their families with the introduction of special 
legislation for their industry. The Australian 
Building & Construction Commission (ABCC) 
as the cop for the industry undermines the 
right to organise and has cost millions of 
dollars in tax payer money to fund litiga-
tion against the CFMMEU. The ABCC has 
not improved the industry nor prevented 
deaths or serious accidents. On the contrary 
it has been an obstacle for workers to freely 
exercise their rights and secure their safety in 
the workplace. The ABCC must be abolished.

MONEY FOR WAR 
NOT PEACE

The Coalition government with support 
from the opposition has embarked on a war-
mongering spending spree. In 2016-17 the 
Coalition announced that it would spend $1 
trillion on “defence” over the next twenty 
years – that is up to 2036-37. Since then, it 
has committed additional spending.

The support for war alliances like AUKUS 
and the QUAD will put billions of dollars 
into military spending with a blank cheque 
on nuclear-powered submarines, off ensive 
trident missiles, aircraft, drones, prepara-
tions for cyber warfare, and military bases 
for US imperialist plans targeting China. 

The Communist Party of Australia 
demands the scrapping of both treaties and 
an independent foreign policy in the best 
interest of the Australian people and its 
neighbours in the Asia-Pacifi c. 

The CPA demands no cold war on China, 
Australia’s main trading partner.

Continued on page 2
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The Communist Party of Australia demands the 
scrapping of both treaties and an independent 

foreign policy in the best interest of the Australian 
people and its neighbours in the Asia-Pacific. 

BALLOT PAPER

 Socialist

 Left and progressive

 Labor

 Coalition

 Extreme right
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NEVER FORGET 
THE VICTORY OF 

THE SOVIET UNION
On 9th May, 1945, Hitler’s fascism was fi nally crushed 

amongst the rubble of Berlin and the “thousand-year Reich” 
came to a mercifully premature end. The death blows were 
struck, overwhelmingly by the Red Army and the ghosts of 
27 million Soviet citizens who it carried on their shoulders. 
In the words of Winston Churchill, the Red Army “tore the 
guts out of the Wehrmacht,” and he was indeed unstinting 
in his praise of the sacrifi ces made by the Soviet peoples in 
the victory, they celebrated on 9th May this year.

By 1935, with the tacit co-operation of anti-communist 
Western powers (notably Britain and France), the Nazis had 
extended their control to Austria, which was incorporated 
into the German “Reich” at the point of a gun. Spain soon 
followed as did Czechoslovakia.

A world war was in the making, about which British and 
French imperialism were untroubled. They smugly thought 
they were the most powerful countries in Europe (perhaps 
in the world) and they were totally preoccupied with the 
possibility the war aff orded for getting rid of Bolshevism 
once and for all.

They had no doubt that a rabble of Russian peasants and 
workers would be no match for the sophisticated civilised 
military forces of European capitalism, especially if they 
could persuade Germany to spearhead the assault. They 
had a cosy vision of Anglo-French forces mopping up after 
the Russians and the Germans had worn each other out 
(although they could also live with a German victory, just 
so those Bolsheviks got their comeuppance).

So, despite then Soviet Foreign Minister Litvinov’s strenu-
ous eff orts to organise collective security for Europe, Britain 
and France would have none of it. German occupation of 
Poland was an essential step before Hitler could invade the 
USSR, so Poland was abandoned to its fate. The Second World 
War was off  and running. 

Before it was over it would spread across the world and 
cause the deaths of tens of millions of people, 27 million of 
them in the USSR alone.

The Soviet people bore the brunt of German imperialism’s 
class hatred, facing Germany’s best weapons – its biggest, 
fastest tanks, its biggest guns, its fastest most powerful 
fi ghter planes and bombers, and of course by far the greater 
part of its armies.

Even against Japan, the USSR’s Special Red Banner 
Army of the Far East, stationed in Siberia, kept Japan’s elite 
Kwantung Army pinned in China for the duration, unable 
to be moved south to bolster Japanese forces elsewhere.

No Russian family, indeed, no Soviet family, did not lose 
at least one relative in the inferno. But victory was won, and 
the Soviet peoples’ army wrote their names in the stars and 
achieved immortality.

An entire generation of young communists laid down 
their lives for a victory that decisively transformed the course 
of world history.

Also, we must not forget that after Hitler’s invasion of the 
USSR, German troops were greeted in Western Ukraine with 
fl owers. SS divisions there had fought against the Red Army.

Local nationalists, led by Hitler’s admirer Stephan 
Bandera, set about exterminating the Jewish population. 
In Ukraine about 1.5 million Jews were killed – one fourth of 
all Holocaust victims. During the “Volyn massacre” in 1944 
about 100,000 Poles were brutally murdered in Western 
Ukraine. Banderas destroyed Soviet guerrillas and burned 
alive the men, women and children in hundreds of villages 
in Belarus. 

After 2014 Nazi ideology has tried to reverse Ukraine’s 
history. Day of Victory over fascism on 9th May has been 
cancelled. Streets and squares are named after Nazis. 
The Communist Party of Ukraine operates underground. 
Intimidation and political assassinations of politicians and 
journalists had become constant. Monuments to Lenin and 
everything related to the memory of life in the USSR are 
being destroyed.

9th May has been celebrated every year in Russia and 
was celebrated again this year including the liberated areas 
such as Ginichesk.

Recently, everything has been drastically changed in 
the course of a special operation leading to the liberation 
of the territory of Genichesk where the acting head of the 
district decided to restore the monument to the forthcom-
ing anniversary of VI Lenin as well as hanging the Victory 
Banner on the administration building.

As the current world capitalist depression shows, capital-
ism as a system is already on its way to the rubbish heap of 
history. It may take a while yet before it is fi nally discarded 
but be assured it will be. 

This is the celebration that the West has criticised and 
belittled as a fi gment of Putin’s propaganda and chauvinism, 
while treating this great victory with sarcasm and contempt, 
missing the lessons of history that liberated Europe.

We must remember the great sacrifi ce and victory of 
the Soviet People.
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HOUSING
The number of working Austral-

ians seeking help for homelessness 
is steadily rising particularly among 
young Australians where insecure 
and precarious work is becoming 
the norm. The returned level of 
JobSeeker to little more than pre-
COVID settings and other income 
support payments leave many 
others in poverty and unable to 
pay rent.  Urgent action is needed 
to provide long-term housing solu-
tions that will address our social 
and aff ordable home shortfall but 
neither major Party has put forward 
solutions. One-off  cash payments 
and co-share housing loans will 
do nothing to address the growing 
homelessness. This will need to be 
fought for after the election.

CLIMATE
The Coalition budget in March 

continued to provide coal, oil and 
gas corporations more than $37 
billion while cutting spending on 
climate change and energy by thirty-
fi ve per cent in the coming four 
years. The Australian Renewable 

Energy Agency, Clean Energy 
Finance Corporation, and the 
Great Barrier Reef are among the 
programs being cut. Workers and 
their communities are again left to 
do the heavy lifting.

The latest Inter-governmental 
Panel on Climate Change report 
gives us until 2030 to make radi-
cal cuts in greenhouse gas emis-
sions, and until 2050 to reduce 
these emissions to zero if we are to 
avoid the worst eff ects of climate 
change. The next 10 years will be 
critical, we cannot aff ord another 
three years of the LNP and other 
climate change deniers.

MEDICARE
The Coalition, if elected, would 

continue to undermine Medicare 
and fail to ease the pressure on the 
public health system. There should 
be a greater focus on preventative 
health care and nationalisation of 
the health system.

HOW TO VOTE
The immediate aim in the 

forthcoming elections is to defeat 
the Coalition, to ensure it does not 
have control of either House.

In the current circumstances, 
with no communist candidates 
standing at the federal election of 
Saturday 21st May, we recommend 
the following:

The Communist Party of 
Australia supports giving first 
preferences to Socialist, left and 
progressive candidates, then Labor, 
with Coalition candidates followed 
by extreme right independents and 
parties last.

THE SENATE
The Senate is crucial regardless 

of who forms government on 21st 
May. There is a strong possibility 
of a minority government in which 
progressive, democratic and inde-
pendent candidates will play an 
important role.

The Greens have the potential of 
holding the balance of power in the 
Senate polling high in a number of 
states. The electorate will respond 
positively to candidates whose aims 
are to save the planet and protect 
the environment with credible poli-
cies and targets for 2030 to achieve 
zero net carbon emissions. 

www.cubabrigade.org.au  southerncrossbrigade@gmail.com
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Anna Pha

The question of the integrity of 
government has emerged as a 
major issue in the lead-up to 
the May 21st federal elections 
as Prime Minister Scott Mor-
rison runs scared of anything 
resembling a genuine integrity 
commission.

The establishment of a federal 
integrity commission (FIC) was a 
key election promise by the Coali-
tion government at the 2019 elec-
tions and is now in eff ect off  Prime 
Minister Scott Morrison’s agenda.

PAPER TIGER
The draft produced by the gov-

ernment reads more like something 
from Yes Minister than a serious 
piece of legislation tackling parlia-
mentary and public sector corrup-
tion. It claims to address corruption 
but is designed to cover up corrup-
tion and unethical conduct.

The government’s model 
restricts what types of conduct its 
FIC could investigate and how it 
could operate.

Public hearings would not be 
permitted in respect of the public 
sector resulting in lack of trans-
parency and public accountability 
for actions. The state Independent 
Commissions Against Corruption 
(ICACs) have discretionary powers 
to determine when public hearings 
are held. The FIC would not be able 
to investigate the billions of dollars 
spent on vote-buying and secretive 
deals by government ministers.

The Commission could only 
investigate matters on its own 
motion in the case of law enforce-
ment corruption. It could not oper-
ate retrospectively. The Attorney 
General would have the power to 
restrict information requested by 
the Integrity Commissioner.

The FIC would only be able to 
investigate matters that constitute 
a criminal off ence. Not all corrupt 
conduct is a criminal offence. 
Corrupt or unethical behaviour 
includes confl icts of interest, and 
misspending taxpayers’ money on 
party political campaigning or for 
personal gain.

The Morrison government’s 
Sports Rorts would not come within 
its ambit or other perceived abuses 
of offi  ce or unethical conduct if they 
did not fall foul of criminal law.

Parliamentarians could refer 
themselves or staff  in their offi  ce 
to the FIC! In other words, they 
could dob themselves in!

And as if those restrictions were 

not enough, the Attorney General 
would have wide powers to gag the 
FIC’s fi ndings.

EXCUSES, EXCUSES, 
EXCUSES

Morrison has come up with a 
series of limp excuses for not bring-
ing his draft bill before Parliament 
including: refusing to bring it before 
Parliament before Labor agrees to 
support it without amendment. The 
government didn’t do that with 
its Ensuring Integrity Bill which 
set out to crush trade unions (See 
Guardian #1891, “Kill the Bill”). 
That so-called Integrity Bill came 
before Parliament in 2017 and again 
in 2019 and was defeated on both 
occasions.

The last thing Morrison and 
his close cronies want is a com-
mission with teeth that can hold 
public hearings and where members 
of the public and whistle blowers 
can raise matters for investigation.

The government emphatically 
rejects calls for a commission like 
the NSW Independent Commission 
Against Corruption ignorantly or 
dishonestly calling it a “kangaroo 
court.”

HAINES’ BILL
Independent Helen Haines 

introduced a well-researched bill 
for a FIC in 2020 and returned to 
Parliament again with it in 2021. 
This legislation specifi cally allows 
for public referrals to the FIC. It 
could act retrospectively, hold 
public hearings, and have the same 
powers as a royal commission.

It could cover branch stacking, 
rorting, blind trusts, and other seri-
ous behaviour. Its hearings would 
be public or private at the discre-
tion of the judicial commissioners.

Haines moved suspension of 
standing orders to allow her pri-
vate members’ bill to be debated. 
It was surprisingly seconded by 
Liberal MP Bridget Archer and 
carried 66-63 in favour – suggest-
ing her bill would pass through the 
Lower House. But, the motion was 
defeated on a technicality: A sus-
pension of standing orders requires 
an absolute majority of the 151-seat 
Parliament, not a majority of those 
present.

NEED FOR REFORM
It’s not surprising that so many 

people are turned off  by the politics 
and policies of the two major par-
ties and are turning to independ-
ents as they seek real change. The 

stench emanating from Canberra 
is growing stronger by the day. In 
recent years there has been a litany 
of actions by government ministers 
that warrant further investigation. 
These include:
• Sports rorts
• Car parks rorts
• Porter’s blind trust
• Leppington $30 million land 

purchase of land worth $3 
million for second airport, 
from a family with ties to the 
Liberal Party

• $80 million purchase of water 
rights from company which 
Environment Minister Angus 
Taylor had been a director

• Allegation that Angus’ offi  ce 
forged a document to discredit 
Sydney Lord Mayor Clover 
Moore

• Grants awarded through 
closed, non-competitive 
processes.

And so on.
Pork barrelling has become 

endemic with politicians demon-
strating contempt for the public 
purse and the public itself. Former 
NSW Premier Gladys Berejiklian 
stunned many commentators when 
she tried to justify pork-barrelling 
as “not illegal” saying: “Govern-
ments in all positions make com-
mitment to the community in order 
to curry favour. I think that’s part 
of the political process whether we 
like it or not.”

Political donations, $10,000 
dinners to access a government 
minister, lobbying in secret, and 
revolving doors between big busi-
ness and government offi  ces all 
constitute corruption.

An independent ICAC with real 
power is required, not a toothless 
tiger in the capitalist jungle. There 
is also a need for transparency, 
public accountability, and substan-
tial electoral and other reforms to 
eradicate such corrupt practices. 
The electoral system is stacked 
against smaller parties whose ability 

to stand candidates and campaign is 
restricted by legislation supported 
by Liberal and Labor Parties.

The practice of revolving doors 
where private sector lobbyists are 
employed as staff ers must end. The 
practice of MPs and ministers being 
awarded lucrative six or seven fi gure 
directorships or consultancies on 
leaving Parliament is nothing short 
of corruption. In the old days their 
payment came in brown paper bags, 
but today it is more sophisticated, 
but none-the-less corrupt. There 
needs to be laws to prevent this.

An ICAC with teeth would be 
able to delve into business-govern-
ment relations and ensure trans-
parency and provide mechanisms 
for recall of off ending politicians.

Political donations from the 
corporate sector corrupt the limited 
democratic processes we have under 
capitalism. One way to curb this 
is to cap expenditure on political 
campaigning and have real time 
exposure of donations. 

Australia

TOOTHLESS TIGER IN 
THE CAPITALIST JUNGLE

The last thing Morrison and 
his close cronies want is a commission 

with teeth that can hold public hearings 
and where members of the public 

and whistle blowers can raise 
matters for investigation.
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The CPA fighting for aged care workers in Perth. 
Around 500 workers rallied at the Perth Cultural 
Centre demanding respect for aged care workers 
and the making of age care a priority.

CPA AT PROTESTS 
AROUND THE COUNTRY

REPORT: TEACHERS’ FEDERATION 
RALLY – SYDNEY

Nas Goto

“MORE THAN THANKS”, the message that over 15,000 
teachers had for the NSW government and specifi cally 
for NSW Premier Dominic Perrotet at Hyde Park on 4th 
May. The Teachers’ Federation rallied and marched to 
NSW Parliament in response to a shockingly low prede-
termined 2.04 per cent pay rise from the government. 
Such a paltry sum in the face of the seemingly ceaseless 
infl ation that Australian workers have faced – 51 per cent 
in the last year.

As the march started a sea of red fl ooded the streets to NSW Par-
liament as our teachers donned their “More Than Thanks” t-shirts. 
Alongside the Teachers’ Federation in sizable contingents were 
members of the National Tertiary Education Union and Construc-
tion, Forestry, Maritime, Mining and Energy Union, an incredible 
sight of solidarity within our labour movement. Major demands of 
the day included a 5-7.5 per cent pay rise and extra planning time 
for lessons. Our teachers deserve much better and this was a great 
show of force. A “thank you” does not cut it for our teachers who 
have struggled so much in their industry during the pandemic. 

NSW CPA out at the anti-AUKUS rally, protesting 
the INDO PACIFIC 2022 International Maritime 
Expo.
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May Day, or International 
Workers’ Day, is one of the 
most important days for the 
working class around the 
world. It is a day to unite in 
solidarity and to celebrate the 
historic achievements of the 
working class movement. It is 
also a day to unite and struggle 
for the demands of the work-
ing class, for peace and for 
socialism. The past two years 
have seen the position of Aus-
tralian workers come increas-
ingly under attack. The COVID 
pandemic has hastened the 
rise of insecure work, while 
pay and conditions have been 
slashed at any chance possi-
ble. While companies make 
record profi ts, real wages and 
living conditions continue to 
decline. Cost of living is sky-
rocketing while public services 
are shrinking as the govern-
ment forces workers to pay 
for the economic crisis. Capi-
talism has failed and contin-
ues to fail the people. It acts in 
the interests of bosses against 
workers. Trade union and civil 

rights continue to come under 
attack to try to stop us fi ghting 
back. This must change. We 
must fi ght not only against the 
negative eff ects of capitalism, 
but for real, systemic change. 
We must fi ght for socialism to 
provide a better future for all, 
free from exploitation.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia Logistics and Manufacturing 
Branch Calls For:
• 4 day work week with no loss 

of pay
• The unfettered right to take 

industrial action
• Right of entry for union 

offi  cials
• Right to bargain across an 

industry as well as in individual 
workplaces

• Right to secure well-paid jobs
• Right to a safe workplace
• Enforcement of workplace 

rights with heavy penalties for 
employer breaches 

• Reduced employer surveillance 
of workers

• Reduced strenuousness of 
work 

• The Australian Building and 

Construction Commission and 
the Registered Organisations 
Committee to be abolished

• Make May Day a public holiday 
Australia wide

The Marxist-Leninist Commu-
nist Party is the most eff ective and 
successful organisation for advanc-
ing the fundamental interests of 
the working class and for leading 
the struggle for socialism. This can 
be seen in the strength of Marxist-
Leninist parties internationally, 
along with the unsurpassed track 
records of success found in every 
country around the world. Numer-
ous examples exist internationally 
of Communist Parties successfully 
adapting the universal principles of 
Marxism-Leninism to their local 
conditions and adopting forms 
of struggle that win the support 
of the people. The international 
Communist movement is the most 
successful movement for change 
in history.

How can we build the Party 
eff ectively?

Australia needs a strong Com-
munist Party to turn back the 
intense slide towards right-wing 

politics and lead the struggle for 
socialism. The Communist Party of 
Australia once dominated the left 
and enjoyed a position of strong 
leadership of the working class in 
Australia for over 50 years. Austral-
ian militants must reject the failed 
counter-productive practices of 
other socialist parties. The CPA is 
orientated towards the working-
class struggle. Militant Communists 
must be organised by industry 
and workplace to recruit militant 
workers, lead industrial struggles, 
build the trade union movement, 
and make militant unions out of 
weak unions.

LOGISTICS AND 
MANUFACTURING 

BRANCH 
The logistics industry is one of 

Australia’s last remaining critical 
industries in which workers can 
wield immense power over their 
employers and society. Our branch 
aims to establish itself within the 
industry and contribute to increas-
ing the level of class struggle. Com-
munists must be more than simple 

“trade union militants”, they must 
be actively engaged in broader 
societal struggles as well-rounded 
“Tribunes of the People,” masters 
of Marxism-Leninism in theory 
and practice.

Lenin described trade unions as 
“schools of class struggle.” Partici-
pation in struggles for increased pay 
and conditions develops workers’ 
class consciousness and prepares 
them for higher forms of class strug-
gle. But trade union consciousness 
is not Communist consciousness. 
Communists must raise the politi-
cal understanding of workers to 
a Communist understanding of 
society and the consequent tasks 
of the labour movement. Through 
eff ective activity in the workplace 
that wins credibility and trust, 
Communists can win positions in 
the union movement and trans-
form unions from bodies of simple 
reformism towards revolutionary 
bodies fi ghting for Socialism. 

ELECTION 2022: WHERE DO 
THE MAJOR PARTIES STAND ON HOUSING?

B Curphey

Heading into the 2022 Federal 
Election on 21st May, housing 
is once again a major issue. The 
cost of housing increased by 
twenty-fi ve per cent in 2021, 
shutting more and more Aus-
tralians out of the market. As 
far as the major cities are con-
cerned, the rise has been steep-
est in Hobart at 26.8 per cent 
followed closely by Canberra 
at 24.4 per cent and Sydney 
at 23.6 per cent. The cost of 
renting has similarly soared, 
up twenty-one per cent while 
the availability of aff ordable 
rental properties shrinks.

The sources of the crisis are 
obvious. Decades of reckless and 

irresponsible government policy 
have incentivised billionaires and 
property developers to buy up 
multiple properties, ratcheting up 
the prices and shutting the aver-
age Australian out of the property 
market.

Both the major parties have 
policy positions on housing, aimed 
at increasing the accessibility of 
the housing market. However, the 
schemes are extremely limited in 
their scope and fail to address the 
root causes of the problem. 

Both schemes are two sides of 
the same coin; government subsi-
disation of home loans to enable 
buyers to access the to market. In 
addition, Labor has also committed 
to building “20,000 social housing 
properties – 4,000 of which will be 

allocated for women and children 
fl eeing domestic and family violence 
and older women on low incomes 
who are at risk of homelessness.”

20,000 new lost cost homes, 
twenty per cent of those for vic-
tims of family violence and at-risk 
women are undeniably a good thing. 
But we need to be clear about the 
drawbacks of this scheme.

Social housing is not the same 
as public housing. Social housing 
is an umbrella term that encom-
passes both public and community 
housing. It is a convenient way 
for governments to offl  oad their 
responsibility for housing the vul-
nerable onto – at times unscrupu-
lous, at others simply overburdened 
– NGOs and community housing 
organisations.

Community housing is in 
general lower quality and more 
expensive (for more on this issue 
see Guardian #1942 “Social housing 
scheme only a drop in the ocean”). 
Not to mention, these 20,000 new 
proposed properties are barely 
a drop in the ocean compared to 
what is needed nationally. Victoria 
alone has more than 10,000 people 
on its public housing waiting list.

A couple of new social housing 
blocks and some loan subsidies are 
band-aid solutions to a structural 
problem. For as long as property 
developers and investors are able 
to hold housing for ransom – 
demanding exorbitant prices due to 
an artifi cial shortage – no amount 
of government lending is going to 
solve the housing crisis.

For all their fl aws, the Greens 
are on the right track with their 
housing policy. Increasing taxes on 
billionaires and scrapping incen-
tives and handouts for property 
developers will help to disincen-
tivise the greed that feeds the cur-
rent crisis. The extra revenue can 
then be reinvested into building 
many more than 20,000 aff ord-
able housing properties, reducing 
the pressure on the market and – 
hopefully – bringing down prices.

Housing is a human right. None 
of the major parties can be trusted 
to deliver on that right. It is time 
for deeper systemic change to end 
the crisis at its source – the greed of 
capitalist developers and property 
investors. 

THE COMMUNIST PARTY IN 
THE WORKERS’ MOVEMENT
Logistics and Manufacturing Branch article
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WEAPONISIN
THE CIA’S USE OF ART, LITERATU

Graham Holton

Today the CIA has illegal operations 
around the world, from gathering 
information on Americans to develop-
ing new forms of torture. What is little 
known is how they weaponised culture 
to attack Communism, producing mis-
information that is still believed to this 
day. It created such mistrust and hate 
that it will be years before the damage 
is rectifi ed. The CIA did this by using 
art, literature, and music to undermine 
communism and socialism in the West. 
These devious propaganda projects 
were used for over forty years with 
impunity. The CIA was never brought 
to account. The recent release of clas-
sifi ed documents reveals the extent 
to which the CIA manipulated public 
trepidation to create the fear of Sovi-
et infi ltration, “Reds under the Bed.”

Congress created the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) under the National Security 
Act of 1947. The Agency’s website states that 
its primary mission was to collect, evaluate 
and disseminate foreign intelligence to assist 
the president and senior United States gov-
ernment policymakers in making decisions 
about national security. The CIA doesn’t 
make policy, but at the president’s request it 
achieves its goals by engaging in covert action. 
In 1975 the “Church Committee” (after its 
chair, senator Frank Church) investigated 
the legality of intelligence operations by 
the CIA, NSA and FBI. Since then, the CIA 
hasn’t been allowed to assassinate foreign 
government leaders, nor spy on the domestic 
activities of Americans. It gets around both 
restrictions through other means.

In 1949 the act was amended to ensure 
the CIA’s budget, staffi  ng, organisational 
structure, and salaries were kept secret. The 
fi rst time this information was released was 
in 1997. The total budget for all US govern-
ment intelligence and intelligence-related 
activities was US$26.6 billion, employing 
20,000 people. A third of these were under-
cover or had been at some point in their 
careers. What then does the CIA do besides 
spying? The Offi  ce of Policy Coordination 
(OPC) of the CIA was formed in 1948 to help 
combat the spread of communism. It created 
psychological warfare projects to deceive 
the American public, to win them over to 
a constructed perception of the Cold War 
world. It used propaganda to create public 
hysteria, the “Red Scare.” 

Senator Joseph McCarthy used this to 
manipulate the US government: “I have here 
in my hand a list of 205 – a list of names that 
were made known to the Secretary of State 
as being members of the Communist Party 
and who nevertheless are still working and 
shaping policy in the State Department.” 
The list was soon shown to be completely 
false but had the desired result on the media.

The CIA website listed its Cold War 
scandals – the overthrow of Iran in 1953, the 
Bay of Pigs, Cuba in 1961, and Watergate in 
1972 – but fails to mention the CIA’s secret 
involvement in culture: the arts, literature, 
and music. The US government used ideas, 
images, and sounds to win over the hearts 
and minds of the public. Its sinister methods 
reveal an insidious behaviour that manipu-
lated everyone from children to adults with 
a constructed false world of communism 
and the left, belief that persist to this day. 

The Fulbright Program was established 

in 1946 under the US Department of State 
bill, the Amendment to the Surplus Property 
Act of 1944, with the purpose of disposing 
surplus property outside the US. It hid its 
true international purpose. Senator McK-
ellar told Fulbright that had he known the 
implications of the legislation, he would have 
voted against it: “Young man, that’s a very 
dangerous piece of legislation. You’re going 
to take our young boys and girls over there 
and expose them to those foreign’isms.” This 
is exactly what Fulbright intended. Other 
activities were successfully hidden to appear 
as the work of individuals and institutions 
acting without government funding. Over the 
fi fteen years the agency “ran” the magazine 
Encounter it published over 2,000 articles 
and reviews spreading US propaganda. 

The CIA tried to undermine “intellectual 
freedom” in Western Europe, using promi-
nent American and European intellectuals, 
to promote American values: free elections, 
free speech and free markets. The target 
audience for Cold War cultural propaganda 
was foreign left-wing intellectuals and avant-
garde writers and artists, who were attracted 
to communism and the Soviet Union, turning 
them into anti-communists. 

In 1946, the US State Department’s 
newly formed Offi  ce of International Infor-
mation and Cultural Aff airs put together 
a show named Advancing American Art. 
The division spent US$49,000 purchasing 
seventy-nine paintings by American art-
ists, who defi ned “American reassurance, 
stability, and enlightenment.” It included 
modernist, naturalist and expressionist 
works by Romare Bearden, Arthur Dove, 
John Marin, Ben Shahn, Georgia O’Keeff e, 
and Jacob Lawrence. The State Department 

sent the works to Europe, where it was well 
received. Clement Greenberg wrote in The 
Nation, that the show was “a remarkable 
accomplishment.” Even so, attacks from 
conservative art critics in the US forced the 
show to be recalled, and the paintings were 
sold off  for US$5,544. Today these art works 
are worth a fortune.

The State Department next enlisted insti-
tutions such as museums, foundations, and 
arts groups to take over, giving the govern-
ment a low profi le. President Eisenhower 
thought of cultural diplomacy as a branch 
of psychological warfare, and his Adminis-
tration was the fi rst to provide systematic 
funding for international arts exhibitions. 
This “Propaganda as Art” especially concen-
trated on Abstract Expressionism, such as 
Jackson Pollock’s Lavender Mist. In 1949 
Alfred Barr asked Henry Luce, the publisher 
of Time, Life, and Fortune magazines, that 
modern art be regarded as “artistic free 
enterprise,” since it had been attacked by 
totalitarian governments. The US govern-
ment had manipulated the direction of the 
modern art movement. 

In 1954 Eisenhower said: “As long as 
our artists are free to create with sincer-
ity and conviction, there will be healthy 
controversy and progress in art.” For the 
celebration of the twenty-fi fth anniversary 
of the Museum of Modern Art (MoMA), his 
Administration sponsored tours of Ameri-
can art, opera (“Porgy and Bess” to counter 
Soviet propaganda about American racism), 
musical theatre, dance and jazz. Over the next 
thirty years, the State Department and the 
Smithsonian Institution sent hundreds of 
exhibitions of American art abroad.

The head of MoMA, like the leaders of 

Photo: John Keogh (CC BY-NC 2.0) Doctor Zhivago – Lara Fiodorova & Komarovsky (Julie Christie & Rod Steiger). (Public domain)
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most mainstream institutions in the US, 
were anti-Communists and therefore there 
was no need for any explicit arrangements 
with the government, as they were very will-
ing to help. MoMA mounted exhibitions on 
modern architecture and design, and started 
the museum’s fi lm department, dedicated to 
Hollywood movies as part of the modern art 
movement. Clement Greenberg and Harold 
Rosenberg, who believed that Abstract 
Expressionism was pure expression, were 
Left-wing anti-Communists associated with 
the anti-Stalinist Partisan Review. Their 
theories attacked Soviet aesthetics, which saw 
abstraction as individualistic self-indulgence. 

The list of CIA covert activities during 
the 1950s and 1960s is long. The Agency 
subsidised European tours of the Boston 
Symphony Orchestra, and was behind the 
fi lming of George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-
Four and Animal Farm. It clandestinely 
subsidised the publishing of thousands of 
books, including an entire line of books by 
Frederick A. Praeger Inc, and the renowned 
work by Milovan Djilas, The New Class. The 
Agency bailed out, and then subsidised, the 
fi nancially faltering Kenyon Review, and 
concentrated on two famous authors, George 
Orwell and Boris Pasternak.

Eric Arthur Blair, better known as George 
Orwell, was believed to hold left-wing views, 
leading the British police to label him a com-
munist. The MI5 held a very diff erent view 
and never took action against him, as they 
knew that the CIA had found Orwell useful 
for their propaganda projects. While the left 
saw Orwell as an uncompromising enemy of 
fascism and imperialism, the right knew he 
was anti-communist. His study of poverty 
in Britain in The Road to Wigan Pier is a 

strange sort of socialism, as was his Down 
and Out in Paris and London. This can be 
explained by Orwell joining the Spanish 
POUM (Workers’ Party of Marxist Unifi ca-
tion), the anarchists, during the Spanish 
Civil War. Later Orwell gave a list of the top 
communists in Britain to MI5. Other famous 
British writers were also members of MI5, 
including Ian Fleming, Graham Greene and 
Evelyn Waugh.

The CIA saw Animal Farm as perfect 
for its anti-Stalinist programme, as Daniel 
J. Leab discloses in his Orwell Subverted 
(2007). The CIA played a dominant role in 
fi nancing the 1954 animated fi lm Animal 
Farm, with its attack on the Russian Revolu-
tion. The same was done for the fi lm Nineteen 
Eighty-Four, constructing an anti-Stalinist 
warning. Yet neither fi lm reveals who owns 
the means of production (is there any State 
ownership?), or mentioned the Great Purges, 
which were commonly attacked by the West-
ern media at the time. 

So what are these two novels really about? 
Orwell’s fi rst novel, Burmese Days, was set 
in northern Burma and is based on his days 
as a British colonial police offi  cer. According 
to Emma Larkin’s Finding George Orwell 
in Burma (2006), the Burmese of modern 
Myanmar (Burma) see this novel and his 
Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four as 
being based on Burma, not the USSR. The 
pigs were Burmese generals; ask anyone 
and they will tell you who they were. The 
hardship and corruption refl ect the military 
running the country. The OPC had turned 
Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four 
into anti-Soviet propaganda. 

Other factors revealed in recent research 
published in the Journal Clinical Infectious 

Diseases (2005) and the Journal of Medical 
Humanities (2019), show that Orwell suf-
fered from severe physical and psychological 
problems, which are expressed in his Nine-
teen Eighty-Four and Animal Farm. He was 
dying. He was deeply depressed by his wife’s 
death, he suff ered from chronic tuberculosis, 
Young syndrome, infertility and severe psy-
chological problems, which are obvious in 
his “Orwellian” novel. A world constructed 
just as MI5 and the CIA viewed the world of 
the Cold War. The main character, Winston 
Smith, reveals a psychotic view of a world 
fi lled with deception and distortion of reality. 
Someone who believes the TV is watching 
him, suff ers from paranoid delusion. It was 
written at the time when Freudian psychoa-
nalysis was at its height of infl uence. Orwell, 
as a colonial police offi  cer, lived in a world 
of political espionage and control. His real 
name was Blair. The title is the reverse of 
the year in which it was written, 1948. He 
had turned the MI5 and the CIA’s imagined 
world of Russia into the dystopia of Nineteen 
Eighty-Four. 

Declassifi ed documents show that the 
other writer the CIA concentrated on was 
Boris Pasternak, using Dr Zhivago for its 
“great propaganda value.” They printed 
hundreds of copies in Russian and distrib-
uted them via the Vatican’s pavilion at the 
1958 Brussels Universal and International 
Exposition. The operation was a huge success, 
with the book being published in numerous 
languages, culminating in Pasternak winning 
the Nobel Prize for Literature in 1958. With 
CIA assistance the book was made into a fi lm 
in 1965 by David Lean, with the help of his 
colleague Noel Coward, a MI5 agent. The fi lm 
adaptation was a great piece of cinema. At 

the 38th Academy Awards, Doctor Zhivago 
won fi ve Oscars: Best Adapted Screenplay, 
Best Original Score, Best Cinematography, 
Best Art Direction, and Best Costume Design. 
By 2016 it was the eighth highest-grossing 
fi lm of all time in the United States. The fi lm 
was so popular that its constructed history 
changed the audience’s view of the Russian 
Revolution into a disaster. This view is still 
commonly held. 

In 1985 the CIA produced an analysis of 
the French New Left, an early post-Marxist 
intellectual movement. The New Left were 
very critical of the USSR, Marxist philosophy 
and all overarching ideologies and systems, 
including capitalism. Many of the philoso-
phers of the French New Left were structur-
alists, who maintained the same systemic 
and historicist thinking that Marxists did, 
and after the Agency used the New Left, it 
morphed into Postmodernism, which is still 
essential reading in all Western university 
humanities classes, to analyse history and 
literature.

At the time of the collapse of the Berlin 
Wall the CIA turned to music. According to 
Radden Keefe of The New Yorker, in 1990 the 
CIA wrote Wind of Change for the German 
rock band, Scorpions. The song was osten-
sibly inspired by the two-day “hard-rock 
Woodstock” festival in Moscow in 1989, 
which featured metal royalty, such as Ozzy 
Osbourne, Mötley Crüe, Cinderella, Skid Row 
and the Soviet band, Gorky Park. In 1991 
the Soviet Union collapsed due to political, 
economic, and military reasons. How much 
this was also due to the CIA weaponising 
culture in the Cold War, we may know when 
the documents are released. 

Photo: John Keogh (CC BY-NC 2.0) Photo: Tim Evanson (CC BY-SA 2.0)
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The Communist Party of Australia con-
gratulates comrade Pampis Kyritsis 
of AKEL on his election last Sunday 
8th May as the Secretary General of 
the class-oriented World Federation 
of Trade Unions (WFTU).

The WFTU successfully hosted its 18th 
World Trade Union Congress in Rome, 
Italy, on the 6th-8th May 2022. The Con-
gress was held under the slogan: “United, 
we continue! For the satisfaction of our 
contemporary needs, against imperialist-
capitalist barbarity!”.

WFTU’s congress took place in a histori-
cal moment of the COVID pandemic, deep 
economic crisis, war and a greater attack on 
working people by capitalist governments 
that are imposing the cost of the economic 
crisis on the shoulders of workers – men 
and women – worldwide. The Congress was 
attended by 490 delegates from 110 countries 
from all continents.

The 18th Congress paid tribute to com-
rade George Mavrikos who guided WFTU 
into a more democratic and dynamic labour 
organisation over seventeen years from the 
time of his election in 2005. 

In his first speech comrade Pampis 
acknowledged the work of his predecessor 
comrade Mavrikos and pledged to continue 
developing the class-oriented organisation 
in the interest of the more than 110 million 
workers affi  liated to the WFTU.

Despite the attempts by the imperialist 
forces to assimilate or dismantle the class-
oriented trade union federation, WFTU 
has survived and developed into a powerful 
force capable of continuing the struggle for 
workers’ rights, collective bargaining and to 
oppose privatisation and the destruction of 
the welfare state. 

An important task ahead is the unity of 
the labour movement to diminish the infl u-
ence of social democracy.

The CPA wishes comrade Pampis Kyrit-
sis and all the comrades elected to WFTU’s 
presidential council success in their tasks 
for the period ahead.

Long live the World Federation of Trade 
Unions! 

THE CPA CONGRATULATES 
COMRADE PAMPIS KYRITSIS ON 
HIS ELECTION AS SECRETARY 

GENERAL OF THE WORLD 
FEDERATION OF TRADE UNIONS

Despite the attempts by the imperialist forces to assimilate 
or dismantle the class-oriented trade union federation, 
WFTU has survived and developed into a powerful force 
capable of continuing the struggle for workers’ rights.

ROE V. WADE BECOMES STATE V. PEOPLE
Article by People’s Voice Editor

On May 3, leaked documents 
indicated that the Supreme 
Court of the United States is 
preparing to strike down Roe 
v. Wade, the landmark 1973 
decision which guaranteed 
abortion rights for women. In 
doing so, the state (through the 
court) has launched an attack 
against women that is a mas-
sive salvo in its overall war 
against social, economic, civil, 
democratic, and labour rights.

Roe v. Wade represents social 
gains that have been in place and 
accepted for decades. Among them 
are equality rights for women 
including reproductive choice 

and pay equity, civil rights like 
enfranchisement and an end to 
segregation, labour reforms like 
health and safety legislation and 
the right to bargain and strikes, 
and environmental protection laws. 
These gains were won through 
sustained and diffi  cult struggles 
by working people.

But Roe also represents dec-
ades of counterattack. From the 
very moment the decision was 
issued, conservative organisations 
began to mobilise opposition. The 
most visible symbol of this is the 
annual “March for Life” (sic) which 
descends on Washington on the 
anniversary of the decision. But 

there is deeper opposition at play, 
one which has secured court deci-
sions and legislation at the state 
level in the US, that places increas-
ingly strict limits on abortion rights 
and access. This eff ort is mirrored 
by movements targeting labour 
rights (right-to-work legislation), 
civil rights (voter suppression), 
environmental protection and 
other gains.

In the case of Roe v. Wade, this 
counterattack has now extended 
to the Supreme Court, where it 
threatens women’s rights across 
the country.

While this battle is taking place 
in the US, this is a war that extends 

to Canada and beyond. Women 
in this country had to fi ght for a 
full 15 years after Roe, before the 
Supreme Court of Canada fi nally 
struck down legislation limiting 
abortion, through the Roe-inspired 
Morgentaler case. Furthermore, as 
anyone who has participated in an 
abortion clinic defense or fought 
against right-to-work campaigns 
knows, there is a strong and direct 
link between right-wing movements 
in the US and Canada.

This publication has long 
argued the importance of fi ghting 
for progressive reforms, like full 
abortion rights, and has called 
for their vigilant defense against 

rollback. So, we stand with women 
in the US, as they fi ght the current 
attacks aiming to overturn Roe v. 
Wade.

Gains by working people are 
always tenuous in capitalist society, 
which relies on inequality to repro-
duce itself, so we constantly need to 
fi ght the same battles. Ultimately, 
working people have to struggle 
for and win state power, to build 
socialism. Fighting to win, protect 
and expand immediate reforms 
is part of the eff ort to gather and 
strengthen the forces necessary for 
that struggle. 
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Roland Boer

It would be diffi  cult to fi nd a citizen of 
any country who does not want clean, 
honest, and accountable governance. 
As the 2022 election approaches in 
Australia, this question has come to 
the fore in debates around a Federal 
ICAC. In these debates, it is one thing 
to criticise the hesitations and stall-
ing by the bunch in Canberra, and to 
lambaste the institutionalised corrup-
tion of bourgeois political systems. It is 
another thing entirely to off er a coher-
ent and alternative position. One way 
to is to consider the practices of hon-
est and clean governance in socialist 
countries. I will use the example of 
China, since I know that country best, 
but we may also study the practices in 
other socialist countries.

By now it is well known that after Xi 
Jinping was elected General Secretary of 
the Communist Party of China (CPC) in late 
2011 and then President in early 2012 a com-
prehensive anti-corruption campaign was 
launched. The reason for launching the cam-
paign was that a signifi cant gap had grown 
between the CPC and the common people, 
leading to corruption, lack of knowledge of 
Marxism even by leading cadres, and so on. 
I recall many, many posters about stamping 
out corruption, and daily news reports of yet 
another crime gang busted, a Party member 
disciplined, and so on. The gap between 
the CPC and the common people had to be 
closed, trust had to be restored, clean and 
accountable governance had to return. Much 
of this has been achieved.

However, anti-corruption campaigns are 
only half of the story. These are necessary 
but negative. The other side is resolutely 
fostering responsible and clean governance 
throughout the Party and throughout all of 
the state organs. These are positive meas-
ures, which began with the absolutely vital 
local Party branches.

In the last seven years, a whole series 
of new regulations have been promulgated. 
Initially they appeared in “trial” form, to be 
implemented rigorously but also to provide 
feedback from practice so as to produce the 
fi nal regulations. I would like to focus on one 
of these texts: Regulations on the Account-
ability of Members of the Communist Party 
of China. A trial version appeared in 2016 
and the fi nal version in 2019.

The regulations emphasise the need for 
strict accountability and responsibility of 
all Party members. There is a distinction 
between accountability and responsibility. 
Accountability refers to disciplinary pro-
cedures relating to a number of failures in 
Party branches and committees, including 
laxness in organisation, inadequate ideo-
logical education, improper work style, and 
more serious problems. Most of the regula-
tions stipulate in detail the procedures to 
be undertaken, mitigating factors, appeal, 
and types of discipline. Notably, the whole 
process is focused on “learning from past 
mistakes to avoid future ones, and curing 

the disease to save the patient.” In other 
words, where possible wayward comrades 
need to see the error of their ways, correct 
these errors, and return to their roles as fully 
functioning Party members.

Responsibility, by contrast, concerns 
what is expected of Party members. Those 
with greater roles in the Party have higher 
responsibilities. Indeed, the rights as a Party 
member are as one with responsibilities. The 
clearest way to ensure responsibility is to 
engage in collective decision-making. Most 
notable of all is the need to ensure the “com-
bination of strict supervision with kindness, 
and give equal emphasis to encouragement 

and restraint.” How does this work? Allow 
me to quote from the regulations concern-
ing the work of Party branches: at monthly 
group meetings, comrades should engage in 
“political study, heart-to-heart talks, criti-
cism and self-criticism.” Further, “Heart-to-
heart talks should frank and sincere, seek 
to exchange ideas and opinions, and help 
comrades improve.”

In a socialist country under the leader-
ship of the Communist Party, if the Party 
has clean and honest governance, so also 
does country’s government and its state 
organs. 

RESPONSIBLE AND 
ACCOUNTABLE GOVERNANCE 

IN SOCIALIST COUNTRIES

President of China, Xi Jinping. Photo: Foreign, Commonwealth & Development Offi ce UK (CC BY 2.0)

CUBA AND VENEZUELA GROWING TIES OF 
COOPERATION AND BROTHERHOOD

The President of Venezuela, 
Nicolás Maduro, met the Prime 
Minister of Cuba, Manuel Mar-
rero Cruz, at the Mirafl ores 
Palace in Caracas, where sev-
eral points were highlighted, 
such as the evaluation and 
deepening of issues of bilat-
eral interest.

“We have reviewed all the 
issues of the historic cooperation 
that we have forged during these 
years, the Bolívar-Martí agree-
ment signed by Commanders Fidel 
Castro and Hugo Rafael Chávez 
Frías,” highlighted President 
Nicolás Maduro.

In this sense, the President 
emphasised that “the cooperation 
models between both nations are 
an example of what can be done 

between two peoples who consider 
ourselves brothers.”

In addition, the Venezuelan 
head of state asserted that these 
strong relations have been crucial 
to facing together all the situa-
tions that have arisen and the 
aggressions carried out, above 
all, by the government of the 
United States.

“We are heading towards a 
profound refoundation of the 
cooperation map between Cuba 
and Venezuela to expand mutual 
support,” said the dignitary.

The Venezuelan President sent 
greetings to Army General and 
Cuban leader Raúl Castro Ruz, 
Cuban President Miguel Díaz-
Canel Bermúdez and the Cuban 
people while announcing that he 

will soon be visiting the Antillean 
archipelago.

Finally, the Venezuelan leader 
sent his condolences and solidarity 
to the people of Cuba and, espe-
cially, the families of the victims of 
the accident at the Saratoga Hotel 
in Havana, which caused nearly 
fi fty deaths and more than eighty 
injured.

For his part, the Cuban Prime 
Minister conveyed the greetings of 
the Cuban President to the people 
and government of Venezuela and 
thanked them for the warm wel-
come in Venezuela.

“We are two blockaded coun-
tries, two countries that have had 
to face the harsh consequences of 
that blockade and the international 
crisis. We have faced tough issues 

that have aff ected the people. In this 
meeting, we have exchanged how 
many things we can do together 
to improve the economy and the 
population’s life,” the Cuban pre-
mier stressed.

The meeting between the Cuban 
premier and the Venezuelan Presi-
dent is part of the fi rst offi  cial visit 
made by Marrero Cruz since taking 
offi  ce as Prime Minister.

In addition to Marrero, the 
meeting was attended on the Cuban 
side by Deputy Prime Minister 
Jorge Luis Tapia Fonseca, Deputy 
Foreign Minister Josefi na Vidal Fer-
reiro and other authorities.

The senior Cuban offi  cial told 
the Antillean media that this visit 
is another sign of support and 
friendship with the government 

and people of Venezuela, who, 
like the Cuban people, “have been 
blockaded, pressured, but have 
resisted and have decided to be 
free, independent and with their 
own criteria.”

Marrero Cruz’s stay in Venezue-
la included a rendition of honours 
to the liberator Simón Bolívar at the 
National Pantheon and a visit to the 
Cuartel de la Montaña, where the 
mortal remains of the leader of the 
Bolivarian Revolution, Commander 
Hugo Chávez, rest.

Strategic cooperation between 
Cuba and Venezuela includes 
almost all areas of society and 
economy, such as health, sports, 
education, communication, food, 
energy and science.
teleSUR 
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Yang Sheng and Cui Fandi

Marking the 100th anniver-
sary of the founding of the 
Communist Youth League 
of China (CYLC), Xi Jinping, 
general secretary of the Com-
munist Party of China (CPC) 
Central Committee, delivered 
a speech at a ceremony held 
in Beijing on Tuesday morn-
ing (10/05/2022). Xi called on 
the CYLC members in the new 
era to build up fi rm beliefs and 
boost their courage and skills 
to carry out struggles, among 
others.

In 2021, the country celebrated 
the 100th anniversary of the CPC’s 
founding, and this year, before 
the 20th National Congress of the 
CPC scheduled to be held later this 
year, Tuesday’s event to mark the 
centennial of the CYLC’s found-
ing is of historic signifi cance, said 
experts. They noted that the CPC 
is sending a message and expecta-
tions to generations of the future, 
to carry on the red journey made 
by their predecessors in the past 
century and realise rejuvenation 
for the whole nation in the middle 
of this century.

Xi said that celebrating the cen-
tennial of the CYLC is to “encourage 
its members to forge ahead on the 
new journey to realise the Chinese 
Dream of national rejuvenation.”

Analysts said Xi’s speech high-
lights the importance of the CYLC 
as a “school” to train talents for the 
CPC and guide Chinese youth, and 
this explains the key reason why 
the CPC can maintain its vigor and 
has gained endless young bloods 
in the past century. The CPC has a 
solid and mature echelon training 
system that consists of the Young 
Pioneers of China (YPC), the CYLC 
and the CPC, and this is also the 
reason why the Party can always 
cover and guide the people of all 
generations, to keep the whole 
country well organised to overcome 
challenges and achieve great goals.

CYLC’S ROLE
During his speech, Xi stressed 

the history and signifi cance of the 
CYLC as the bridge between the 
CPC and the young Chinese people, 
nodded to the youth of China’s new 
era, and raised eager expectations 
for them.

The CYLC, founded on 5th May 
1922 under the direct leadership 
of the CPC, is a milestone in the 
history of the Chinese revolution 

and the history of youth move-
ments, Xi said.

Zhang Yiwu, a professor at 
Peking University, told the Global 
Times on Tuesday that “the world 
is now experiencing a profound 
change which had never been seen 
in the past century, and China 
is also facing a complicated and 
uncertain international environ-
ment. The Party has placed the 
role of Chinese youth in a very 
important position for China’s 
future development.”

The Party and the country have 
a great plan to realise the great 
rejuvenation of the Chinese nation 
in the middle of this century, and 
today’s Chinese youth, who will be 
middle-aged by the 2050s, will be 
the backbone and leading force in 
all industries and sectors. They are 
the generation that is destined to 
accomplish this historic mission by 
their own hands, and this is a key 
reason why the CPC highly values 
its work related to the youth today, 
said analysts.

Xi said the hopes of the CPC and 
the country rest on the youth. For 
the Party and the country, youth are 
the most worthy of love and expec-
tation, he said, noting that “young 
people are like saplings that thrive 
on the earth, and one day they will 
grow into towering trees.”

Shen Yi, a professor at Fudan 
University, told the Global Times 
on Tuesday that the Chinese youth 
today have many unique advantages 
and characteristics compared to 
their counterparts worldwide and 
their predecessors in China, and 
this off ers an optimistic future for 
the country.

First, they enjoy the best mate-
rial basis in a century that was 
accumulated by previous genera-
tions in the past 100 years. Second, 
they have a special understanding 
and expectation for China’s position 
in the international arena or the 
relations between China and the 
world, so they are more ambitious 
and confi dent. Third, because they 
are living and growing in an era of 
the nation’s fast development and 
great successes in many fi elds, they 
are able to confi dently explore the 
development model for the country 
based on the characteristics of their 
times, Shen noted.

Xi said in his speech that 
the CYLC is a school for young 
people to understand socialism 
with Chinese characteristics and 
communism in practice, adding 
that the league should help them 

aim high at an early age and culti-
vate trust in the CPC, in socialism 
with Chinese characteristics and 
in Marxism from the bottom of 
their hearts.

Shen said, “The CYLC needs to 
answer questions from the youth 
and eff ectively help them solve their 
problems and concerns. The young 
people are always full of passion 
and potential, but they need to be 
guided and encouraged by faith 
and ideas. This is what the CYLC 
can off er.”

Xi told the CYLC to shoulder its 
responsibilities and always be a van-
guard force in mobilising China’s 
youth in continuous endeavour.

ECHELON 
FORMATION

The reason the CPC can always 
have endless young bloods from 
the people and keep vigor at all 
time and cover the people of all 
ages to unite and organise the 
whole country to win tough fi ghts 
and achieve great goals is that 
the Party has a mature “echelon 
formation” that keeps the whole 
nation eff ectively represented and 
following the Party’s leadership, 
said the experts.

Xi said that joining the YPC, the 
CYLC and the CPC is the “trilogy 
of life” of the Chinese youth if they 
want to seek political advances. 
“The CPC always opens its door to 
young people and warmly welcomes 

them to become the fresh blood of 
the Party,” he remarked.

According to the Xinhua News 
Agency, a youth survey conducted 
in 2020 showed that the majority 
of China’s youth wholeheartedly 
support socialism with Chinese 
characteristics, and are full of con-
fi dence when it comes to achieving 
the rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation.

“A successful organisation or 
political party will cover groups 
of all ages, and it will build plat-
forms and stages for children and 
teenagers to let them grow and get 
trained and to be united under its 
core ideology, and the basis of its 
governance will be ageless,” Shen 
noted.

ORIGINAL 
ASPIRATIO

“The original aspiration and 
mission of the CYLC is to follow 
the CPC’s leadership, fi ght for the 
people and the Party,” Xi said in his 
speech. Xi urged the CYLC mem-
bers in the new era to build up fi rm 
beliefs, to boost their courage and 
skills to carry out struggles, and to 
be patriotic and innovative.

The cause of the Party and the 
people entails endeavours and 
devotion by generations of young 
people, Xi said, stressing that young 
people should devote their youth 
to great undertakings of the Party 
and the people.

Praising the youth of China 
in the new era, Xi said that the 
CYLC members have taken up 
responsibility and contributed to 
the Party’s and country’s historic 
achievements.

“My pure love is only for China” 
– the fi ghting slogan written by 
18-year-old Chen Xiangrong, one 
of the four young Chinese martyrs 
who died in 2020 in a clash with 
the Indian military in the Galwan 
Valley – has become the strong-
est voice and greatest dream and 
mission of contemporary Chinese 
youth, Xi said.

Patriotism is the biggest 
common ground shared by the 
Chinese people, including Chinese 
youth, and the great rejuvenation 
of the Chinese nation is a goal that 
can eff ectively move and inspire 
the majority of Chinese people, 
including the youth, said analysts.

At a time when the world is 
complex and constantly changing, 
although the young generation can 
possess a variety of life forms and 
choices, ultimately responding 
to the call of national and social 
development should be their overall 
goal, Zhang said.

“Only by being closely linked 
to the future of the country and 
integrating personal values with 
social values can they ultimately 
contribute to the realisation of the 
great rejuvenation of the Chinese 
nation,” Zhang said.
Global Times 

XI’S SPEECH AT CENTENARY 
OF COMMUNIST YOUTH LEAGUE 

OF CHINA – A MESSAGE TO 
FUTURE GENERATIONS

The league should help them aim high at an 
early age and cultivate trust in the CPC, in 

socialism with Chinese characteristics and in 
Marxism from the bottom of their hearts.
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BRITAIN: The local election results have 
generated two parallel conversations. 
First off , Labour did especially well in 
London, with the fl agship Tory boroughs 
– Westminster and Wandsworth – falling 
decisively to Labour, and Tory Barnet, 
equally an early test bed for privatisa-
tions and contracting-out, slipping from 
Conservative control.

London is today more decisively a Labour 
city, even in the eastern boroughs where 
Labour has managed to lose the confi dence 
of many Muslim voters; and the outer fringes, 
where defecting middle-class Tories hide their 
shame in a vote for an occasionally even more 
obnoxious Lib Dem.

London is a place where even people who 
own their own ridiculously overpriced homes 
are feeling the pinch while the generations 
who rent see housing security slipping fur-
ther away.

When people cannot survive on the mini-
mum wage and struggle on an above-average 
income, the social base of the Tory Party is 
bound to wither.

It’s a mixed picture everywhere else in 
England, where Labour’s vote share is down 
compared with the 2018 results. In northern 
England only the Greens enjoyed an increase 
in votes.

The Lib Dems benefi ted from defecting 
Tories, so Labour lost Hull and the Greens 

made gains by harvesting both disgusted Tory 
votes in places where Labour has little chance.

The utility of these election results in 
informing speculation about a general election 
result is limited by the uncomfortable fact that 
despite “partygate” and the unpopularity of the 
Tories – plus the feed-through from the cost-
of-living crisis – fewer people were prepared 
to vote at all and fewer people voted Labour.

It was noticeable that Labour’s ground 
attack mobilised relatively few of even the 
remaining activists and was policy-lite to an 
unprecedented extent. Its social media cam-
paign was torpedoed by a spectacularly badly 
judged revival of New Labour ephemera.

The second conversation is taking place 
within Labour.

It is not simply about leadership. Even 
rightwingers see Sir Keir Starmer as lacking 
and some see in his weakness an advantage to 
grandstand, defi ne themselves as the standard 
bearers of a New Labour revival and make 
even clearer the party’s retreat from anything 
resembling an alternative.

Labour’s problem is, of course, the policy 
vacuum that Starmer has created in abandon-
ing each of the pledges he gave when soliciting 
votes from Labour’s individual members and 
trade union affi  liates.

A lack of radical policies means a default 
position for the neoliberal consensus and, right 
on cue, John Rentoul argues in the Independent 

that a Labour failure to win a majority off ers a 
prospect for a Lib Dem-Labour alliance. 

Those who worry that such a government 
scenario means the Lib Dems would veto any 
radical Labour policies can rest assured that 
with this present lot leading Labour, there 
won’t be any.

There is a weak attempt by the Labour right 
to big up these results by reference to the 2019 
general election when disunity, Starmer’s Brexit 
betrayal and the anti-semitism slander had 
fatally damaged the party’s election chances.

Labour’s national election co-ordinator 
Shabana Mahmood MP told the BBC that it 
was important to remember that these English 
seats were fought on the 2018 election cycle.

This rather supports Momentum’s analysis 
that Labour actually went back from Jeremy 
Corbyn’s 2018 performance, and punctures 
Starmer’s deeply fl awed idea that punching 
left is a vote-winner.

Offi  cial Labour strategy seems to be “keep 
quiet and hope that Tory unpopularity will 
translate into a Labour-led administration.”

This underestimates Boris Johnson and the 
Tories but worse, if successful, would lead to 
a lacklustre Labour administration unable to 
inspire the electorate.

Experience tells us that inspired leadership 
and a radical manifesto are the key to advance. 
It is what Britain needs.
Morning Star 
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TWO PARALLEL PICTURES, 
WITH MIXED FORTUNES FOR 

STARMER’S LABOUR

Sir Keir Starmer.

PUTIN CONGRATULATES LEADERS, 
PEOPLE OF CIS STATES, ABKHAZIA, 

SOUTH OSSETIA, VICTORY DAY
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin sent congratulations 
with the 77th anniversary of 
the Victory in the Great Patri-
otic War to leaders and people 
of Azerbaijan, Armenia, Bela-
rus, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Moldova, Tajikistan, Turk-
menistan, Uzbekistan, Abk-
hazia, South Ossetia, Donetsk 
People’s Republic and Lugan-
sk People’s Republic, as well 
as to the peoples of Georgia 
and Ukraine, the Kremlin 
announced on its Website 
Sunday.

“In his congratulations, the 
President of Russia particularly 
emphasize that, on this day, we 
pay our tribute of appreciation and 
respect to the warriors and home 

front workers, who crushed Nazism 
at a price of countless casualties 
and hardships,” the statement says.

The Russian leader underscored 
in his congratulations that “it is a 
common duty today to prevent a 
restoration of Nazism that brought 
so much suff ering to the people of 
various states.”

“It is necessary to preserve and 
hand over to our descendants the 
truth about the wartime events, our 
common spiritual values and tradi-
tions of fraternal friendship,” the 
telegrams say. Overall, Putin wished 
new generations to be worthy of 
the memory of their fathers and 
grandfathers.

Addressing the leaders of for-
eign states, Putin relayed words of 
gratitude to the veterans, wished 

them good health, welfare and 
longevity, the Kremlin said.

CONGRATULATIONS 
TO LEADERS 
OF DONBASS 
REPUBLICS, 
CITIZENS OF 

UKRAINE
“In his congratulation tel-

egrams for the leaders of Donetsk 
and Lugansk People’s Republics, 
the Russian leader noted that our 
servicemen, just like their ances-
tors, are fi ghting together to liberate 
their soil from the Nazi fi lth, and 
expressed his certainty that victory 
will be our, just like in 1945,” the 
Kremlin said.

The Russian president under-
scored in his address to the veterans 
of the Great Patriotic War and the 
people of Ukraine that “a revanche 
of ideological successors of those 
defeated during the Great Patriotic 
War is unacceptable.”

According to the address, also 
published at the Kremlin website 
Sunday, Putin pointed out that, 
seventy-seven years ago, thanks to 
the bravery and heroism of front 
fi ghters and partisans, resilience 
and dedication of home front work-
ers, Nazism was crushed, “which 
sought to enslave Europe, and 
which brought pain and suff ering 
to tens of millions of people.”

“The countless casualties, sus-
tained in the name of our common 
Victory, have become essential for 

our life and freedom. This memory 
must not be left in oblivion,” the 
Russian leader underscored, adding 
that, unfortunately, Nazism today 
“again raises its head and seeks 
to impose its barbaric, inhuman 
order.”

In general, the Russian leader 
sincerely congratulated Ukrainian 
veterans and citizens of Ukraine 
with the Victory Day, calling it “a 
common great celebration”. The 
Russian President wished the veter-
ans spiritual fortitude, good health 
and longevity, and peace and a fair 
future for all people of Ukraine.
TASS Russian News Agency 
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STOP USA STOP USA 
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Join us in Sydney to demand that Join us in Sydney to demand that 
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with the right to self determination. with the right to self determination. 
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Mark Gruenberg

Organising, union wins, and 
corporate greed were the top 
topics of both workers and 
labour leaders in a whirlwind 
round of a White House meet-
ing and a Senate hearing on 
Capitol Hill. And Amazon, both 
how to beat it and what to do 
about it, was a top topic of the 
sessions on 5th May.

The worker-organisers met 
with Democratic President Joe 
Biden’s task force on encouraging 
unionisation nationwide. Amazon 
Labor Union President Chris Smalls 
detailed how his independent 
grassroots union beat the retail 
and warehouse monster in the 
union recognition vote almost a 
month ago at its JFK5 warehouse 
on Staten Island, NY.

With co-chairs Vice President 
Kamala Harris and Labor Secretary 
Marty Walsh – a Labourers Local 
223 member – listening, “The 
workers talked about fair pay, paid 
leave, and health care benefi ts, their 
commitment to co-workers, and the 
desire for basic dignity and respect 
as important motivators for their 
organising eff orts,” a White House 
fact sheet said.

Smalls and the other workers 
“also described some of the anti-
union tactics deployed by some of 
the employers.” The tactics, which 
failed at JFK5, included lies from 
expensive union-busters which 
Amazon, owned by Jeff Bezos, 
one of the nation’s three richest 
men, hired.

Biden dropped in to chat – 
and to congratulate Smalls for the 
Amazon win and Machinist Jaimie 
Caldwell for both the win at the 
Baltimore County Public Library 
and for their fi rst contract, ratifi ed 
1st May, covering the library’s 480 
workers. The pact features raises, 
paid family and medical leave, 
and work-rule improvements, the 
Machinists said in their release 
about the meeting.

At the Senate Budget Commit-
tee, chairman Sen. Bernie Sanders, 
Ind-Vt., listened to Smalls, new 
Teamsters President Sean O’Brien, 
and Good Jobs First Executive 
Director Greg LeRoy detail how 
ALU beat Bezos, even though mil-
lions of dollars in federal, state, and 
local subsidies and contracts fl ow 

to that fi rm and other anti-union 
employers.

Sanders vehemently opposes 
such subsidies, and Biden has 
issued an executive order setting 
up labour standards that fi rms 
must meet to get federal contracts. 
O’Brien, whose union has set up an 
entirely new division to organise 
Amazon nationwide, agreed with 
Sanders’ stand.

“To put it plainly, it is wrong 
for our government to be giving 
taxpayer dollars in the form of 
federal contracts to companies 
like Amazon,” said O’Brien. “There 
is no excuse to reward employ-
ers who repeatedly, knowingly, 
and purposefully violate federal 
labour laws, drive down wages 
and standards across the supply 
chain, including in core Teamster 
industries, and create dangerous 
working environments.”

In one example he gave, ware-
house wages had risen for three 
years in Mercer County, N.J., until 
Amazon entered in 2014, O’Brien 
said. They fell eighteen per cent in 
the next four as its low pay forced 
competitors to drive their salaries 
down, too.

LeRoy, whose union-backed 
non-profi t has compiled an exten-
sive database of years of federal, 
state, and local loans, grants, tax 
forgiveness, and outright subsidies 
for hundreds of fi rms, laid out the 
extent of Amazon’s government 
largesse: At least US$4.2 billion 
in the last decade, including $700 
million last year.

And that doesn’t count utility 
tax and sales tax abatements and 
property tax rebates, he added. 
“Amazon is one of the most aggres-
sive, if not the most aggressive 
company in America today seeking 
economic development subsidies,” 
LeRoy commented.

Over that same time, Amazon 
has paid US$62 million in fi nes 
for wage theft alone and broken 
job safety and health laws at least 
twenty times. “Why should we 
pay a company to make inequality 
worse?” LeRoy asked.

“As Chairman Sanders has said, 
we have the power to completely 
stop companies that break labor 
law from receiving federal con-
tracts. So why aren’t we doing it?” 
O’Brien added.

The feds are guilty, too, LeRoy 

said. In 2013, the CIA tried to award 
Amazon a 10-year US$600 million 
cloud computing contract. IBM 
challenged and stopped it. That 
deal was dwarfed in 2020 when 
the super-secret National Security 
Agency awarded cloud contracts 
worth “tens of billions of dollars” 
over multiple years to Amazon, 
Microsoft, IBM, Google, and Oracle.

All this government cash helped 
fuel Amazon’s anti-union campaign, 
Smalls testifi ed.

“From our Staten Island cam-
paign alone, there are over forty 
unfair labor practice charges pend-
ing before the NLRB concerning 
everything from unlawful coercion 
to retaliation and wrongful termi-
nation,” he told the senators. The 
National Labor Relations Board 
already cited Amazon for illegal 
union-busting. His own case of 
illegal fi ring is pending in New 
York state.

That’s important. Amazon 
received US$400 million in New 
York state tax abatements “and 
we’re fi ghting to get this money 
back.” A condition for such subsi-
dies is to obey labour laws.

“We cannot allow Amazon 

or any other employer to receive 
taxpayer money if they engage in 
illegal union-busting behaviour and 
deny workers’ rights. We cannot 
provide federal contracts to these 
employers. We cannot allow them 
to receive taxpayer subsidies from 
our state and local governments,” 
said Smalls.

But government subsidies to 
corporate labour law-breakers 
aren’t organisers’ sole roadblocks, 
Smalls said. Companies and Con-
gress have so weakened labour law 
that organising – much less get-
ting a fi rst contract – is a constant 
uphill battle.

He testifi ed that can be less-
ened if lawmakers pass the Protect 
the Right to Organise (PRO) Act, 
labour’s #1 legislative priority. The 
Democratic-run House has passed 
it, twice, but Republican fi libuster 
threats have prevented Senate 
debate from even starting on it.

“We cannot allow employers 
like Amazon to fl aunt federal law 
by delaying certifi cation and bar-
gaining processes for years on end,” 
Smalls said. “Amazon spent tens of 
millions of dollars to interfere with 
our organising eff orts and we still 

won. They must recognise us and 
come to the table. In the end, our 
victory must mean something – for 
ourselves and for others.

“I cannot understate the impor-
tance of the PRO Act. To organise 
Amazon, the workers in our union 
had to make incredible sacrifi ces. 
They had to put their livelihoods 
on the line.

“Organising should not be 
this diffi  cult, and it should not be 
dangerous. The provisions of the 
PRO Act will transform the way 
that working-class people in this 
country build power. We must pass 
this bill no matter what,” Smalls 
concluded.

Besides ALU’s Smalls and 
the Machinists’ Caldwell, other 
worker-organisers at the White 
House session were Laura Garza 
of Starbucks Workers United, 
Alex Speidel of the United Paizo 
Workers/ CWA, Rachel Gitlevich 
at Titmouse Productions for the 
Theatrical and Stage Employees, 
and Damien Sowell, who helped 
organise Manhattan retailer REI for 
the Retail, Wholesale, and Depart-
ment Store Union.
People’s World 
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