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Budgets involve a redistribution of
wealth reflecting government priorities
and serving class interests. The 2023-24
federal budget has clear priorities. The
big winners are the military industrial
complex, the rich, property investors,
and fossil fuel corporations. The big
losers are the unemployed, students,
pensioners, people with disabilities,
the aged, renters, those on low wages,
and the planet.

“In all our decisions, we seek to strike a
considered, methodical balance,” Chalmers
says as he tips the scales heavily in favour
of the wealthy and the military-industrial
complex.

The budget throws a few crumbs to
those in need, ramps up spending on war
preparations, and serves up a few token
measures to address climate change. It is
set to the background of a looming global
economic crisis.

Labor fails to live up to its big promise
of addressing the cost-of-living crisis and
lifting people out of poverty. The much-
touted $14.6 billion package is a fizzer. The
amount is over four years — an average of
$3.65 billion per annum. That’s peanuts in
a $684 billion budget.

The headline items are designed to sound
as if they are delivering on the promise of
a cost-of-living budget: Energy price relief,
reducing out-of-pocket health costs, reducing
the cost of medicines, and support for those
who need it most. For good measure, there’s
sustainable income support, more affordable
housing, keeping wages moving, cheaper
childcare, and enhanced paid parental leave.
Chalmers calls the budget “responsible.”

COST OF LIVING

A reading of the fine print reveals the
inadequacies of these measures. Out of a
total budget of $682 billion, the govern-
ment is allocating $4.9 billion over five years
to increase JobSeeker, Youth Allowance,
and Austudy by a punitive $40 a fortnight,
($2.86 a day).

The $20 a week increase to JobSeeker is
well below the Economic Inclusion Advisory
Committee’s finding that it needs to rise by
at least $128 a week to ensure people can
cover the basics.

The higher JobSeeker rate of $745.20 per
fortnight for those aged over 60 is extended
to include those 55 and older who have been
receiving the payment for at least nine con-
secutive months, but still leaves them strug-
gling. This will cost $69 billion over the next
four years compared with the $14 billion in
cost-of-living relief package.

But that is not all. The low- and middle-
income tax offset will cease, as previously
determined by the Coalition. The withdrawal
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of this offset amounts to an increase of up
to $1500 in tax paid. At the same time the
$9000 tax cut next year for those on taxable
incomes of more than $200,000 remains
in place.

Early childhood educators are denied
a wage increase. Funding is, however, pro-
vided for a 15 per cent increase in the wages
of aged care workers.

The Budget delivers a 15 per cent increase
to Rent Assistance, the first increase in more
than 30 years. At an additional $15.50 per
fortnight increase, the Commonwealth Rent
Assistance barely touches the current rental
crisis with its long waiting lists for public and
social housing, and private rental increases
of up to $200 or more per week.

The increases in social security payments
will still leave more than one million people
in poverty, unable to afford three meals a
day and a roof over their head.

The Single Parenting Payment will be
expanded to single parents whose young-
est child is aged up to 14. At present women
lose the payment and are transferred to the
lower, inadequate JobSeeker Payment when
their youngest child turns eight.

There is a one-off $500 subsidy for
electricity bills for social security recipi-
ents and small businesses. But that too will
fail to alleviate the current hardships that
recipients face.

The Coalition’s regressive Stage 3 tax
cuts of $254 billion for the rich over 10 years
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(more than half a trillion dollars over 20
years) are not being repealed. These will only
widen the wealth gap and consume revenue
that could have been redirected to meeting
people’s needs.

The government hopes to take pressure
off our public hospitals and emergency
departments with a $3.5 billion boost to
help GPs bulk bill around 11.6 million
eligible Australians. Eligibility includes
children, pensioners and other concession
card holders.

Rebates to GPs who bulk bill will be
higher but there is no attempt to restore
universal bulk billing by making it financially
viable for GPs. Some pharmaceuticals will
be cheaper.

Tax on superannuation earnings for bal-
ances over $3 million will be increased from
15 per cent to 30 per cent. While a progressive
move, it will not end the use of superannua-
tion for tax rorting by the wealthy.

“SECURITY”

The government sees security in terms
of military spending and war preparations.
Its priorities are clear: Military spending
is ramped up to more than $50 billion per
annum with larger increases to come when
construction of the nuclear-powered sub-
marines and other AUKUS-related spending
gets under way.

The $368 billion for nuclear-powered
submarines appears increasingly elastic.

The Guardian
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Nearly $20 billion will be spent over the
next four years implementing the aims of the
Defence Strategic Review. Capital expenditure
over the coming four years on the military
is $33.7 billion.

Some of the military budget is buried
in the portfolios of the Attorney-General,
Department of Employment and Work-
place Relations, Department of Finance and
Department of Education.

Fossil fuel tax credits ($9.4b in 2023-4)
remain, as fossil fuel corporations are put
before people and the planet. The approval
of new projects means fossil fuel corpora-
tions will continue spewing out greenhouse
gases. The government attributes much of
the turn-around in the budget to a surplus
of $4.2 billion to coal, gas, and oil exports.

The war preparations and tax cuts are
set to rob future budgets of more than $1
trillion over the next 20 years. At the same
time health, social security payments, hous-
ing, the NDIS, education, and climate change
receive token increases.

Changes to the Petroleum Resource
Rent Tax (PRRT) will raise only $600,00
per annum at a time of record gas prices.
This is a missed opportunity for raising far
larger returns from our resources. A larger
amount might also act as a disincentive to
further gas projects.

The government’s priorities are clear —
this is neither a people’s budget, nor a peace
budget. &
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In their words:
No fracking

Amid opposition from Indigenous owners and in
the face of a growing environmental crisis, the NT
government has given the go-ahead for fracking in
the Beetaloo Basin. Since the government released the
three-year study — the Pepper Inquiry — of the Beetaloo
Basin in April, 100 scientists have published an open
letter urging the NT government not to go ahead with
the scheme, due to the environmental damage it will
cause in the area.

Alice Springs GP Dr Rosalie Schultz, a member of
Doctors for the Environment, said the offsets process
in the Pepper Inquiry has been farcical. Dr Schultz
said that the decision by the NT Government to allow
fracking at the Beetaloo Basin did not meet all the
points listed on the Pepper Inquiry checklist, despite
the government’s claim to the contrary.

The land and water resource in the area that will
be irreversibly transformed belong primarily to the
traditional owners and more broadly to the Australian
people.

Dr Schultz said she did not believe that the NT
government’s ability to offset gas emissions from the
project would be met. The scientists jointly estimated
89 million tonnes of emissions would be added to the
environment if the fracking goes ahead.

Other scientific studies indicate that a rise in
emissions will intensify bushfires, floods, and death
of coral reefs. Environmental groups say the study’s
parameters for the Pepper Inquiry were too limited and
did not address the concerns raised in the open letter.

The 89 million tonnes of emissions calculated once
Beetaloo Basin begins the work are four times the cur-
rent emissions of the NT.

The open letter begins with the demand “Stop
Fracking and Protect Our Climate.”

It continues: “The science has not changed and in
2023 the situation has only become more urgent. The
impacts of climate change, driven by fossil fuels, are
escalating. Our ecosystems and way of life are under
threat, and many areas will become uninhabitable if
emissions continue to rise.

“The Northern Territory is particularly vulnerable
to these impacts. The International Energy Agency,
the United Nations and scientists globally, including
over 100 prominent Australian scientists and experts
have called for an end to new fossil fuel developments.

“Despite the clear connection between fossil fuel
expansion and climate change, the Northern Territory
government continues to pursue fracking in the
Beetaloo Basin.

“In 2018 it committed to implement all the recom-
mendations of the Scientific Inquiry into Hydraulic
Fracturing in the Northern Territory [Pepper Inquiry],
including that the NT and Australian governments seek
to ensure that there is no net increase in the life cycle
GHG emissions emitted in Australia from any onshore
shale gas produced in the NT.

“The Northern Territory government has failed to
keep its commitment. Allowing large scale gas produc-
tion in the Beetaloo Basin could add 89 million tonnes
of emissions to our atmosphere annually, equivalent
to four times the current emissions of the Northern
Territory and 18 per cent of Australian emissions, which
is unacceptable.

“Many of us called for ban on fracking in the
Northern Territory in 2018 and again in 2021 because
of the damage it will inflict on our climate. We call on
the Northern Territory government to end fracking in
the Northern Territory.”

Traditional owner Johnny Wilson said: “Fracking
companies are still not listening to the wishes of tra-
ditional owners who do not want thousands of flaring
wells that will destroy our country. No one we speak
with has ever understood, or now understands, the
scale of what’s coming.

“We’ve not received the promised clear, accurate
information about the impacts of fracking, and in-
terpreters still aren’t provided at meetings by gas
companies.”

Those gas companies are Tamboran Resources,
Empire Energy, and Santos.

Guardian

May Day 2023

On 1st May Communist Party of Australia com-
rades gathered at the 888 Hour monument in
Melbourne to mark May Day. From a speech

by comrade Zach Doney:

“May Day is celebrated all over the world. We are
here in solidarity with proletarians of all countries.
The first May Day protests were had in Australia as
part of the Shearers’ protests in 1891.

“In Australia, in Melbourne May Day is observed
thusly — a week of special events culminating in
the official rally on the Sunday after May Day. This
arrangement has persisted since 1924 and has been

non-aligned Australia. This means disentangling our-
selves from the war machine of the USA. Bases like
Pine Gap make Australia a target. Agreements like

AUKUS do not serve the defence interests of Australia.

designed so workers and their families can attend

an event in the absence of mass strikes or an official

public holiday.

“Progressive forces in Australia should, at
this moment, be fighting for an independent and

AUKUS serves the interests of US imperialism and
more specifically its ambition to constrain the activity
of China closer to China’s shores.

“Trade unions shall not forget that their produc-
tivity is being squandered on the imperial interests
of the fading superpower of the USA.

“The relevant slogan is: Peace is union business!
Give Peace a budget!”

Melbourne comrades also ran a stall at the Victo-

rian Trades Hall event on 7th May, and marched in
the May day parade. @&

May Day gathers strength

May Day celebrations and pro-
tests across Australia have con-
cluded, held across every state
and territory as well as many
regional centres. May Day is
a public holiday in the North-
ern Territory and Queensland,
other states and centres hold
May Day events on the week-
end before or after May.

Unions and left and progressive
forces are the traditional backbone
of May Day actions. Nationally
reports have been positive with
numbers up in most centres.
Considering our wall-to-wall ALP
governments, it is a good outcome
for the movement (only Tasmania
has a Liberal — i.e. conservative
— government).

Two May Day events stand out
this year, both in NSW, and less
than a 9o-minute journey apart.
They both warrant analysis and
recognition.

In Sydney, May Day was held on
1st May. This is a change from the
usual practice, and has arisen from
a struggle around the date within
the Sydney movement. The “May 1
Movement” was created to achieve
this end and has succeeded. This
movement has been led out of the
Maritime Union of Australia and
the CFMEU Construction divi-
sion, along with left-wing activists,
organisations, and the CPA. For
several years now the CFMEU and
the MUA have stopped jobs on 1st
May to participate in the March.
This led to two May Day events
being held in Sydney for a period.

Those forces this year were
able to move the traditional May
Day Committee to adopt 1st May
as the official day for May Day
in Sydney. This in itself is an
important development. Further
adding to the significance of the
event, ports were closed down and

construction sites ground to a halt
across Sydney. The CFMEU and the
MUA were this time joined by the
electricians (ETU) and Plumbers
Unions (PPTE) with significant
numbers of other unions, along
with the peak union body, Unions
NSW, supporting the 1st May event.

Striking workers in Sydney
have changed the character of the
traditional May Day march. Not
only was the march large, but it
was also militant in its character
and demands. Under the previous
Liberal government, New South
Wales introduced anti-protest
laws. The recently elected Labor
government has not moved to
repeal them. The MUA delegation
marched, without permits, from
its office in a direct challenge to
the laws, to the main gathering in
Belmore Park. The marchers were
not challenged despite a significant
police presence.

The main march proceeded
to Hyde Park, where demonstra-
tors had been previously told the
park would be off-limits to further
actions. Again, there was no chal-
lenge to these actions, nor could
there have been due to the size of
the march.

The anti-protest laws were
left in tatters. High on the list of
other demands was the removal
of all anti-union legislation, and
an outright opposition to war and
the AUKUS pact.

As a result, it was one of the
most significant May Day Events
in Sydney for a long time. Further
to this, it was agreed by the Sydney
movement to support the South
Coast event being held on 6th
May in Port Kembla. Port Kembla
has been nominated as a site for a
nuclear submarine base.

Port Kembla is a southern
suburb of Wollongong, the most

densely unionised town in Aus-
tralia. The announcement of a
nuclear base in the area has rocked
Wollongong and its Southern Port
Kembla residents. There is a clear
choice for the area to be either a
nuclear base and become part of
the military industrial complex,
or to become a vibrant centre for
renewable energy and in particular
offshore wind. There’s only one
choice as the two can’t coincide
and the people of Wollongong have
clearly chosen the path of renewa-
bles and not war.

The Port Kembla May Day
march was spectacular. Thousands
filled the streets in what could have
been the largest ever demonstra-
tion held in the area. A convoy
from Sydney travelled down to Port
Kembla, and supporters from as far
afield as Adelaide and Melbourne
attended. Crowds marched down
the streets chanting “Submarines
will kill the poor — No to AUKUS,
No to War!” and “One struggle one
fight, workers of the world unite”
amongst many other progressive
anti-war campaign slogans. The
campaign on the South Coast has
been in full swing since the AUKUS
submarine base announcement,
and the union movement and
community has been rock solid in
unity opposing the destruction of
the possible renewable future and
its replacement with war machines.

These two May Day marches
reflect a positive development in
the militancy of the working-class
and broader labour movement.
They are examples to follow for the
movement in other locations, espe-
cially under Labor Governments
who have continued a drive to war
and have jumped solidly into bed
with US and UK imperialism. &
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Australia-USA exercise Talisman
Sabre: Preparing for war in Taiwan

Graham Holton

According to the Australian Minister
for Defence, Richard Marles, Exer-
cise Talisman Sabre is the largest war
game ever held between the Australian
Defence Force (ADF) and the United
States military. 30,000 military per-
sonnel will take part. The 14-day exer-
cise, from 22nd July until 4th August
2023, will take place in Queensland,
Western Australia, the Northern Ter-
ritory and New South Wales. It will
include large scale logistics, multi-
domain firepower demonstrations,
land combat, amphibious landings and
air operations. Confirmed participants
are Fiji, Indonesia, Japan, Republic
of Korea, New Zealand, Papua New
Guinea, Tonga, France, United King-
dom, Canada, and Germany.

“Talisman Sabre,” said Marles, “is a
practical demonstration of our enduring
Alliance with the United States, through
deepening cooperation in training and inno-
vation” (weirdly, Marles’ press release puts
the capital A on “Alliance,” perhaps because
respecting the USA is more important than
getting the English language right).

The ADF scenario is possible conflict in
the Russia-Ukraine War, and with China
in Taiwan. The US Army will test its logis-
tics in the Indo-Pacific operational theatre,
considered by service officials as the most
challenging in the world. Defense News
writes that the US Army will deliver massive
amounts of equipment across challenging
terrain and large distances. Brigadier Gen-
eral Jered Helwig, the Army’s 8th Theater
Sustainment Command commander, said
at the Association of the US Army’s Global
Force Symposium: “The scale is an order

of magnitude higher than anything that
has ever been done before. It’s been a huge
undertaking.”

Logistics and sustainment are central to
carving out a military role for the US Army as
it seeks to encircle China in the South China
Sea, and prepare its bases in the Philippines
and Japan. Top military officials have said
the deployment of troops and large amounts
of equipment is important in the constantly
contested environment.

The US Army is building a Theater Dis-
tribution Center in the Philippines where it
unloaded equipment in last year’s exercise.

The Center will serve as a hub for equipment
and supplies to be used for future exercises
in the region. The Army will also set up
another distribution centre in Australia and
reconfigure its centre in Japan.

The US and UK have already started train-
ing Australian personnel on the maintenance
of nuclear-powered submarines, and the UK
has said that it is preparing to use Australia
as a depot for storing its nuclear submarines.

Helwig said, “We have to rehearse
sustainment at scale and treat logistics as
a warfighting function as we rehearse it
as part of our campaigning.” The I Corps’

Expeditionary Sustainment Command will
be set up in Townsville, Queensland and the
25th Division Sustainment Brigade will be in
Darwin, Northern Territory, 2600 kilometres
away. The logistics of the over-the-shore
exercise will have the army take seventeen
M1 Abrams tanks off its Army Prepositioned
Stock Afloat ship and onto watercraft as well
as 400 pieces of rolling stock, which has
never been performed in an exercise of this
size in the Indo-Pacific military theatre. The
watercraft will land on an undeveloped beach
and the tanks will roll off “Saving Private
Ryan-style,” added Helwig.

In preparation for working with large
numbers of US troops Australian troops have
been ordered not to speak Aussie slang, as it
might confuse the Americans. Such common
expressions as “Mate” and “Yeah, Nah” could
confuse American soldiers. Obviously they
confuse easily! As part of US cultural impe-
rialism, no order was issued to US troops for
them to learn and understand Aussie slang
while they are here. Perish the thought that
the USA has anything to learn from or about
its’ subservient “allies.” @&

ATSILS alert

Fair go at Serco

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal
Services (ATSILS) around Australia are call-
ing on the federal government to deliver a
$250 million emergency support package to
prevent imminent service freezes and unjust
incarceration of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people.

At the frontline, certain service locations in regional
Australia face freezes within four weeks. A dramatic
increase in service freezes can only be prevented
or reversed with additional core funding from the
Commonwealth.

Demand for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Legal Services (ATSILS) has increased by up to 100
per cent since 2018, but core funding from the Com-
monwealth has declined in real terms.

Service freezes will have dire consequences for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Australians
who need ATSILS to have any chance of equal access
to justice. Service freezes risk disastrous outcomes
including increased family violence and child removal,
unjust incarceration, and deaths in custody.

The workload crisis facing frontline services risks
the physical and mental health of staff and clients. The
difficult decision to freeze services means real people
who deserve culturally appropriate legal representa-
tion are turned away and suffer unnecessarily through
the justice system.

“Our staff are at the brink of collapse. Double
the services and less funding: that’s the latest driver
of Australia’s national justice system emergency for

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people,” said
Karly Warner, Chair of NATSILS, the national peak
body for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Legal
Services around the country, and CEO of the Aborigi-
nal Legal Service in NSW/ACT.

“The federal government has known about our slide
into crisis for some time. They appear to be willing to
let our services either collapse or turn people away.

“We are committed to doing everything we can to
support our communities but there’s no point in sugar-
coating it — this is an extremely dire situation. This
crisis can only be averted with immediate emergency
funding, complemented with a sector strengthening
plan for ensuring ongoing service sustainability for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.

“Every Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander person
who wants to use a culturally safe legal service deserves
to be able to access those services. Communities are
crying out for greater access to ATSILS. The federal
government is committed to listening to Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander voices, and we need them
to listen right now,” Ms Warner said.

This funding crisis has been building for some time
because successive parliaments have not prioritised
culturally safe services for Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people. The federal government was elected
promising to address Aboriginal justice. All Austral-
ians want to see investment in services that work.
Aboriginal Legal Service ACT, edited for reasons of
space. Sign the petition to properly fund ATSILS at
alsnswact.org.au/fund-atsils-now &

The Australian Services Union
(ASU) is continuing to cam-
paign for members working
on government call centre
contracts. They’re calling for
secure jobs with fair wages
and conditions.

Years of outsourcing have
meant that many workers now work
at an arm’s length from the gov-
ernment departments that pay for
their work, at agencies like Serco.
The ASU is calling on the federal
government to act now to ensure
that workers aren’t left out in the
cold, and punted between various
contracts when one comes to an
end with little to no notice. Call
centre workers are often the first

point of contact when we engage
with government services, and
these skills should be properly
recognised through pay and condi-
tions which match the work and are
similar to the pay of workers in the
government departments involved.
Outsourced workers should not
be second-class citizens doing the
same work.

Recently the ASU was also
able to help a member at Serco to
challenge their initial workplace
appraisal. As a result, they are now
receiving a higher rate of pay and
will be back paid from November
2022!

JOIN YOUR UNION! &

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au
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AUKUS unmasked

Report by Ron Hall

With an ultimate price tag of
over half a trillion dollars,
AUKUS represents a huge
attack on the Australian way
of life, on the environment
and working families across
the nation.

The unmasking took place
at an urgent meeting during the
“coronation” weekend in Adelaide
where two inspirational speakers
provided insightful explanations
on “AUKUS: Why we are opposed!”

Margaret Reynolds AC, former
ALP senator, minister in the Hawke
government and an Australian rep-
resentative at the United Nations,
has worked with international
human rights and peace organi-
sations. Explaining how DFAT
(Department of Foreign Affairs)
was a poor cousin to the Depart-
ment of Defence, with an annual
budget of $6 billion as opposed to
$48 billion, Reynolds confirmed
that Australian governments took
their “marching orders” from the
USA.

Media collaboration in the
promotion of AUKUS, including
the ABC and SBS, she regretted,
along with the obvious contradic-
tion of adopting a war-like stance
against our major trading partner.

Greens member of the South
Australian Legislative Council,
Tammy Franks, a “Tampa Green”,
and former co-ordinator for
Amnesty International Australia,
has Peace and Disarmament among
her current portfolios. Franks com-
mented on a recent inquiry into the
nuclear fuel cycle which declined
to recommend nuclear waste stor-
age in South Australia. Accusing
the former federal government of
mortgaging our future with a blank
cheque to Defence for militarisa-
tion, Tammy Franks explained how
Australia would have to guarantee
to deploy our nuclear submarines
in any US war.

With 26,000 ship movements
annually in the conduct of Austral-
ian trade and only one submarine
likely to be available at any one
time, she exposed what an “expen-
sive folly” AUKUS will be.

In the light of meagre

journalistic criticism, the ques-
tion was posed: how best to oppose
AUKUS.

It was agreed that arguments
should focus on the inefficient job
creation element. AUKUS will
create jobs, at a cost of $20 mil-
lion per job. This highlights the
dire need for non-military jobs
such as doctors, nurses, teachers
and carers, to mention only a few
much-needed occupations.

Along with this, we should sup-
port the Bungala people in opposing
a waste dump on the land, and the
hazards of nuclear waste transit
ports such as Port Adelaide or Gee-
long. At the same time, we should
also support those MPs, notably
in Port Kembla and Fremantle,
who have questioned the value
of AUKUS, not only domestically
but also in the context of concerns
raised by our neighbours.

All the lies that nuclear subma-
rines can operate without any det-
rimental effect on the environment
should be exposed, for example by
reference to the Thresher (the first
nuclear submarine accident, still
unsolved). In this regard, we need
to involve younger people whose
future is under threat with possi-
bilities of escalating environmental
damage caused by war, the realities
of conscription and limitations on
career choices.

In the question and answer
period following the stimulating
presentations, the need to work with
the union movement was raised.
There were also comments on
how South Australia, the nominal
“defence state”, was promoting mili-
tarism in government schools, and
the use of NATO to provocatively
surround Russia which has led to
tragic suffering in the Ukraine.

Concerns were expressed about
the increasing number of industries
being established in SA which offer
very few jobs, but make Adelaide
a target — for example Raytheon
who are manufacturing missiles
among other weaponry to fire on
China, and Mainfreight, a logistics
company specialising in looking
after the military needs of foreign
troops based in Australia.

The meeting, which attracted
an audience of over fifty, was spon-
sored by the Graham Smith Peace
Foundation, WILPF (Women’s
International League for Peace
and Freedom), The Greens, and
IPAN (Independent and Peaceful
Australia Network), and was also
attended by a contingent of CPA
comrades.

Individually, each one of us as
activists should make use of our
phones and consistently ring our
federal members of parliament
making clear our concerns. @&

Thomas Mayo
speaks on the Voice

Guardian
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Maritime workers around Australia are hearing
from the Union’s National Indigenous Officer,
Thomas Mayo, at meetings around the coun-
try, about the union’s long-term support for
justice, equality and representation for Aus-
tralia’s First Peoples.

Thomas Mayo is an MUA officer, a wharfie, and an
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander leader who for
many years has played a significant, national leader-
ship role in the constitutional recognition campaign.

He is a signatory to the Uluru Statement from the
Heart and the author of the bestselling book, Finding
the Heart of the Nation, which shares the long history
of the MUA’s solidarity with indigenous peoples, with
the authorship royalties being returned to the Union
and the campaign for constitutional recognition.

Thomas’s presentations to MUA members are an
opportunity for maritime workers to hear from one of
their own about the ways a Voice to Parliament will
align with their collective union values.

To break down barriers between different groups
of people, Mayo, who is MUA Indigenous Officer and
a signatory to the Uluru Statement, often explains the
principle of the Voice through the language of trade
unionism. “In order to make an agreement, first you
need a voice. Workers shouldn’t sign an agreement
with an employer without being consulted, but for

consultation first you need a structure and a mecha-
nism for people to be properly and legitimately heard.
That’s the Voice to Parliament,” he said.

To build support and consensus within the Mari-
time Union’s rank and file, Mr Mayo has been trav-
elling to worksites and branches around the country
to address the membership at meetings on the aims
and principles of the Voice, as well as answer any
questions they have.

“Like all of the major social justice reforms through-
out history, the MUA rank and file is supporting the
Voice campaign because as unionists we approach
these questions from that position of solidarity and
camaraderie which underpins everything we do,” Mr
Mayo said.

“The Maritime Union of Australia has a long and
proud history of working alongside and in solidar-
ity with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders to
advance their interests, pursue equality and fight to
reverse the injustices of colonisation. The obvious and
logical next step is to support the grassroots, nation-
wide campaign by Australian First Nations people
to deliver Constitutional recognition and deliver a
Voice to Parliament that can advise the government
of the day on legislative matters that affect them,” said
David Ball, Deputy Branch Secretary of the MUA’s
Victorian Branch. &

Courtesy of the Morning Star comes news that imprisoned
journalist Julian Assange has written to Charles Windsor
inviting him to visit him in His Majesty’s Prison Belmarsh,
where the WikiLeaks founder has been incarcerated for more
than four years while fighting extradition to the United States.
He offered tongue-in-cheek congratulations to the King for
technically being host to the biggest prison population in
Europe. Mr Assange has been wanted by Washington since
WikiLeaks exposed US war crimes in Iraqg and elsewhere.
If extradited, he could face life in prison. In his letter to Mr
Windsor, he wrote: “It is here [in Belmarsh] that 687 of your loyal
subjects are held, supporting the United Kingdom’s record as
the nation with the largest prison population in western Europe.
As your noble government has recently declared, your kingdom
is currently undergoing “the biggest expansion of prison places
in over a century,” with ambitious projections showing an
increase in the prison population from 82,000 to 106,000 within
the next four years. Quite the legacy, indeed. | am honoured
to reside within the walls of this world-class institution. Truly,
your kingdom knows no bounds.” Assange sarcastically refers
to prison conditions such as HMP Belmarsh’s “culinary delights
prepared for your loyal subjects on a generous budget of £2
per day. Savour the blended tuna heads and the ubiquitous
reconstituted forms that are purportedly made from chicken.
Here, you will marvel at sensible rules designed for everyone’s
safety, such as the prohibition of chess, whilst permitting the
far less dangerous game of checkers,” he wrote. Thousands of
people attended events on Thursday highlighting Mr Assange’s
plight on World Press Freedom Day. Mr Windsor was not
available for comment.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Young renters on youth allowance
sharing a typical two bedroom flat have only $13 a day to cover
food transport, medicine, utilities, and other costs, according to
an analysis by Homelessness Australia. To coincide with Youth
Homelessness Matters Day, the peak body conducted a two-
year longitudinal analysis, cross-referencing the cost of 50 per
cent rent of a two-bedroom apartment against the maximum
income support payment available to a young person living
away from home. While overall income support payments
increased 10 per cent in two years (due to CPI indexing), rents
surged 24 per cent. A young person who paid 64 per cent of
their income two years ago to share a two-bedroom unit will
now have to pay 73 per cent of their income. “After paying
rent, a young person on income support in Australia has only
$13 a day to cover food, transport, medicine, power, and other
costs. Unless there’s some magic pudding we're not aware
of, this is a ridiculous expectation,” says Kate Colvin, CEO of
Homelessness Australia. “The reality is landlords will not rent
to a young person whose budget is stretched this thinly, making
it almost impossible for young people who can't live safely at
home to find somewhere to live. We urgently need to lift Youth
Allowance and Commonwealth Rent Assistance so young
people have the income they need to avoid homelessness.
By failing to act, we are condemning growing numbers of
young people to homelessness and poverty. It's impossible
to develop skills and experience or attain an education when
you're hungry or unsure of where you will sleep.”

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA BLOCKADE
ON CUBA

Join us in Sydney to demand that
the USA stops the blockade on Cuba
with the right to self determination.

Also stop other blockades like
Venezvela and Gaza.

4:15 pm Wednesday 17th May
50 Miller Street North Sydney
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New Net Zero Authority
‘“a game-changer” for workers

The Communist Party of
Australia has long supported a
just transition to a sustainable
future. The CPA political
resolution, adopted at the 14th
Congress in 2022, states: “A
planned transition will ensure
all climate policies are socially
future-proofed. No workers or
communities can be left behind
in the move away from carbon
culture to more sustainable
forms of living.”

This reflects both our focus on
the proletariat and pragmatism.
A transition which is not a just
one will both make the workers
pay for the bosses’ mistakes,
and inspire resistance to
changes needed for the survival
of humanity.

So we are happy to present

the following news, from the
Mining and Energy Union:

A new statutory authority
announced by the Albanese
government will be a game-
changer for workers and com-
munities affected by the energy
transition, the Mining and
Energy Union (MEU) said
today.

The national Net Zero Authority
will support workers in emissions-
intensive sectors to access new
employment, skills, and other sup-
port as needed; and support energy
regions to diversify.

MEU General President Tony
Maher said the Authority would
have workers’ backs at a time of
rapid change in the energy sector.

“Workers in coal-fired power
stations and associated coal mines
are living with the reality that the
timeline for closure of coal-fired
power stations is accelerating,”
he said.

“Until now, co-ordinated federal

support for coal-power workers and
communities has been the missing
piece when it comes to climate and
energy policy.

“Today’s announcement means
that the future of workers in emis-
sions-intensive facilities facing
closure won’t be simply left up to
patchy employer programs and
struggling local jobs markets.

“The Authority will have powers
to support workers into new jobs
and to facilitate investment in
affected communities to create the
good jobs of the future.”

Mr Maher said the design
of the Net Zero Authority was
based on extensive consultation
with workers, unions, and com-
munity representatives in energy
regions already grappling with
the seismic changes caused by
decarbonisation.

“The government has listened
and taken action to make sure that
workers and communities reliant
on emissions-intensive industries
aren’t left to bear the brunt of

Indigenous People ask
Charles Windsor to
apologise for colonization

They ask the British monarch “to acknowledge
the horrific impact and legacy of the genocide
and colonisation of Indigenous and enslaved

peoples.”

Indigenous organizations and leaders from 12 Com-
monwealth countries raised a number of demands to
King Charles III through a letter in which they demand
an apology for the impact of British colonisation on

native peoples.

The letter, entitled “Apologies, Reparations, and
Repatriation of Artifacts and Remains,” is an initia-
tive of Nova Peris, former senator and co-chair of the
Australian Republican Movement.

“We call on the British monarch, King Charles III,
on his coronation day, 6th May 2023, to acknowledge

The petition was published on the Change portal.
It urges, in addition to a formal apology from the mon-
arch, the repatriation of the sacred objects and mortal

remains of the original peoples that are preserved in

British museums and institutions.

The letter is signed by representatives of Antigua
and Barbuda, Australia, Bahamas, Belize, Canada,
Grenada, Jamaica, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea,

St Kitts and Nevis, St Lucia, as well as St Vincent

head of state.

and the Grenadines, which have Charles Windsor as

They demand the return of all cultural treasures

and artifacts stolen from the people during centuries

the horrific impact and legacy of the genocide and
colonisation of Indigenous and enslaved peoples,”
Peris claims on the social network Facebook.

Telesur (edited for reasons of space) @

of “genocide, slavery, discrimination, and massacre.”

a

Students cop debt rises,
wages stay still

“[W]ages don’t keep up
with indexation, why do our
debts?”

This is the reaction of one
graduate, quoted in Guardi-
an Australia, to the discovery
that their HECS-HELP debt
(aka student debt) debt has
increased in line with infla-
tion. For the average student,
debt will increase by a mini-
mum of $1700.

This exposes the lie that was
sold to Australians with the intro-
duction of the Keating government’s
Higher Education Contribution
Scheme (HECS) — that the debt
would be painless. Years later,
student debt is limiting people’s
choices and harming their lives
years after they graduate.

Typically, it was the Liberal-
National Coalition government
that was most vicious at ratcheting
up student debt. A government of
conservative politicians, most of

whom benefited from free tertiary
education themselves, lowered the
threshold for repayment from an
already-low $52,000 to $48,361
per year. A system that was origi-
nally only supposed to kick in
when graduates started earning
high salaries, now started taking
from them at $6,000 above the
minimum wage.

HECS-HELP grew by 3.9 per
cent last year. Did your wages
increase by that much?

Greens senator Mehreen Faruqi
has proposed raising the repayment
threshold to the median wage —
where most wages are — and scrap-
ping the indexation to inflation
which has increased student debt
around the country. Labor could
easily afford to do this, especially
if they decided that tax cuts for
the rich, and/or submarines for
the US weren’t sacred. However,
the ALP is rubbing its’ hands over
a surplus, and has knocked back
Faruqi’s proposal.

The Greens’ idea would be an
improvement. Anecdotal evidence
suggests that the debt is already
affecting student choices. Talk to
students and would-be students,
and you'll hear plenty of references
to HECS-HELP debt. If you yourself
don’t have student debt, ask your-
self if you’d like the best doctors to
look after you, the best engineers
to design buildings you live in, and
planes you travel in. If you ever
have a lawyer, would you like the
best lawyer, or just someone from
the pool of law students who don’t
have to worry about student debts?

The fact is, Australia can afford
for our students to have no student
debt, and to study subjects they’ll
be good at without worrying about
whether it'll harm their ability to
get a house later on.

Education is a public good, and
the Communist Party of Australia
believes that governments should
make university and TAFE courses
free. @&

national efforts to address climate
change,” he said.

“We know from looking around
the world that energy transition
can be done well or poorly, with
consequent positive or devastating
outcomes for energy-dependent
regions.

“With today’s announcement,
Australia is setting out on a path of
doing energy transition well. The

benefits of the Net Zero Authority
will flow through to our regional
communities in terms of jobs, eco-
nomic activity, and positive social
outcomes for generations.

“We look forward to contrib-
uting positively to the Authority’s
work in the years ahead.”

MEU (edited for reasons of
space) @

Anna Pha

If you think the transition to renewables and following what the
climate science dictates means phasing out fossil fuels, that’s
not what the fossil fuel corporations have in mind. “The longer-
term answer is development of new supply to keep energy
affordable and reliable as we transition to a lower carbon
future,” Meg O’Neill CEO of Woodside Energy, a global top-
10 independent oil and gas company claims. “More supply
will keep prices down for customers, more supply or keep that
gas reliable for businesses that count on it, and more supply
will be part of Australia’s decarbonisation pathway.” More
expensive gas is cheaper than cheaper renewables! Gas is
the decarbonisation pathway! Woodside signed off on the
construction of the $16.5 billion Scarborough LNG project in
Western Australia in November last year.

Chevron plans to extract gas from its highly lucrative Gorgon
project on Barrow lIsland, off the coast of Western Australia,
beyond 2056! These plans were revealed in a subpoena of
internal documents by the US House oversight and reform
committee, prior to the Republicans taking control of Congress.
The committee included Gorgon as an example of how the
industry is “doubling down on long-term fossil fuel investments”
while publicly claiming that gas is “merely a ‘bridge fuel’” to
cleaner energy in spite of scientists’ “significant concerns about
continued reliance on natural gas in a warming climate.” The
company is now “poised to continue fossil fuel extraction at the
sensitive Class A Nature Reserve on an even larger scale.”

Chevron’s return on capital in 2022 was a whopping 20 per
cent plus. No wonder it plans to keep expanding gas and oll
operations well into the future. Its annual report notes Stuart
Kirk, former global head of responsible investing, HSBC
Asset Management is quoted in Chevron's 2022 annual
report: “Climate change is not a financial risk that we need to
worry about.” They are short-sighted fools who care only for
immediate super profits while humanity drowns.

Chevron is not only Australia’s largest contributor to increased
greenhouse gas emissions, but it is reaping massive profits. Its
profits tripled in 2022 to more than $12 billion. Australians gain
little economic benefit from its operations. It has paid little or
no tax on its super profits for years as it siphons off billions
offshore to its related companies through such means as hefty
interest rates on loans from them. The government stands by
and watches. Chevron paid $74,650 in political donations to
the major parties last year. Woodside is a “corporate member”
of the two major parties paying fees of $110,000 to each
party. Corporate membership brings policy briefing sessions,
meetings with ministers (or shadow ministers) and dinner or
drinks with the Prime Minister (or leader of the opposition).

To conclude with the words of another gas company: “We will
be producing and burning gas long after | am six feet under,
and long after my children are six feet under — they are quite
young. This is a long-term business,” says Martin Houston,
vice-chairperson of Tellurian, reassuring investors in the US
liquid natural gas corporation.




NOlLYdn220
3FHL AN3




hy LSINNWWO? 3 WHV¥ishvd? €)  hvb¥o°vdo Mvm E)

IMON
INLLSTTYd T334




8 15t May, 2023

Peter Lazenby

Peaceful protesters were given
a foretaste of what to expect
under draconian new pub-
lic order laws when police
arrested dozens for “offenc-
es” including wearing cam-
paign T-shirts and carrying
megaphones.

As London ground to a halt for
Charles Windsor’s lavish taxpayer-
funded coronation, republicans
and environmental campaigners
were among 52 people arrested and
detained by the Metropolitan Police
to prevent “disruption.”

The actions were condemned by
human rights groups, MPs and by
protesters targeted for arrest, but
were defended by the government
which introduced the new powers
just days before the extravaganza.

Supporters of campaign group
Republic gathered in Trafalgar
Square having declared their inten-
tion to protest peacefully, but their
numbers were reported to be greatly
reduced by preventative action by
police who stopped supporters from
reaching the square.

Republic had expected 2000
supporters to turn out. In the event
around 800 reached Trafalgar
Square.

Police appeared to be targeting
demonstrators wearing distinctive
yellow T-shirts bearing the words:
“Not My King” and also confis-
cated megaphones from protesters
using or carrying them. Republic
chief executive Graham Smith
was arrested early in the day and
detained for 16 hours before being
released at 11 pm.

He said: “These arrests are a
direct attack on our democracy
and the fundamental rights of
every person in the country. Each
and every police officer involved
on the ground should hang their
heads in shame.

“They showed no judgement,
no common sense and no basic
decency.

Police state Britain

“This was a heavy-handed
action which had the appearance
of a pre-determined arrest that
would have occurred regardless of
the evidence or our actions.”

He said there was “no longer a
right to peaceful protest in the UK.”

They were arrested for being
equipped for locking on, a new
offence under the controversial
Public Order Act that came into
force last week.

The new laws mean protesters
who have an object with the inten-
tion of using it to “lock on” are liable
to a fine, with those who block roads
facing 12 months in prison. At about
9:30am around 20 people wearing
T-shirts bearing the “Just Stop Oil”
slogan were arrested. Video footage
from The Mall showed them being
handcuffed and taken away by a
large body of police.

A Just Stop Oil spokesperson
said: “What a dystopian nightmare
this country has become. While we
gather to celebrate putting a sparkly
hat on a billionaire, this week the
government enacted draconian
legislation effectively banning legiti-
mate dissent in this country.

“As this morning’s events
demonstrate, we are living in an
authoritarian police state. As the
world looks on in horror, the gov-
ernment brings in laws that would
make a dictator blush.

“The British people’s funda-
mental democratic right to march
and make our voices heard has
been stripped from us. This affects
every one of us, regardless of our
political persuasion.”

Among Just Stop Oil protesters
arrested was Kush Naker, a 33-year-
old doctor of infectious diseases.
She said: “The government is bring-
ing in new laws cracking down on
our rights to peaceful protest.

“They say this is to protect the
British public, but we know that is
a lie. If they cared about the Brit-
ish public they would end all new
oil and gas.

“I never thought in my life that

Guardian

HCLIMA TECREE M0,
M AANRGHTS
HELN FNETOO

i

Photo: Alisdare Hickson — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0).

I would be terrified that the police
might arrest me for protesting
peacefully in the UK. But that is
now the state we are in.”

Animal welfare campaign
Animal Rising said some of its
supporters were arrested at a train-
ing session “miles away from the
coronation.”

Spokesman Nathan McGovern
said the arrests were “nothing short
of a totalitarian crackdown on free
speech and all forms of dissent.”

Liberal Democrat deputy leader
Daisy Cooper said: “What worries

me is that the Conservative govern-
ment have now increased these sort
of wide-ranging powers.

“What they haven’t done is
enshrined the sort of legal respon-
sibility and the duty on the police to
actually facilitate peaceful protest.”

But government representatives
praised the police actions, and one
Tory MP said that dissenters who
opposed the monarchy should
emigrate.

Lee Anderson, MP for Ashfield
in Nottinghamshire, wrote on Twit-
ter: “Not My King? If you do not

wish to live in a country that has
a monarchy, the solution is not to
turn up with your silly boards. The
solution is to emigrate.”

But a former police chief con-
stable warned against a “totalitarian
police state.”

Sue Sim, a former chief con-
stable of Northumbria Police, said
she expected “this sort of thing was
going to happen” when the Public
Order Act was rushed through Par-
liament, but that she was “very, very
disappointed that [it] did happen.”
Moming Star &

75 years of Nakba

Ben Jamal*

On 13th May thousands will gather in
London to attend a march organised
by Palestine Solidarity Campaign and
partners, supported by 10 national
trade unions.

They will march to commemorate the 75th
anniversary of the Nakba, not as an histori-
cal moment of collective national trauma,
but as an ongoing process of colonisation,
dispossession, and occupation.

This annual act of solidarity is needed
now more urgently than ever.

In December, Israel’s newly elected far-
right government, the most ultra-nationalist
in its history with members who are self-
declared fascists and proud racists, launched
its formal platform.

In article one it unashamedly reasserted
that only Jewish people had the right to
settlement in “the Land of Israel” — a term
that has no meaning in international law but
is used to describe all of historic Palestine
including the West Bank, alongside parts of
other countries including Jordan.

The program included renewed plans to
move forward with the illegal annexation
of the West Bank and expansion of illegal
settlements.

Alongside taking steps to implement these
policies, Benjamin Netanyahu’s extremist
regime has ramped up its repression of Pales-
tinian resistance, killing, since the beginning
of January, more than 100 Palestinians, at
the rate of roughly one a day.

In February, with the approval of the
Netanyahu government, Israeli settlers
descended on the village of Huwara setting
fire to homes and cars, attacking villagers and
killing one, as Israeli soldiers watched on.

Even an Israeli military commander
described this as a pogrom. Some days
after, government minister Bezalel Smotrich
declared that “the village of Huwara needs
to be wiped out.”

The election and actions of the Netanyahu
government have provoked unprecedented
demonstrations of protest on the streets of
Israel, mirrored by demonstrations here in
Britain by expat Israelis and liberal Zionists.

However, what is fuelling these protests
is not the ultra-nationalist agenda and its
consequences for Palestinians, but rather
the government’s assault on the democratic
rights of Jewish citizens.

The reality for Palestinians is that Israel
has never been a democracy. The Nakba
anniversary is a moment for us to remember
the real facts of history.

The state established by Israel in 1948
acquired a Jewish majority via a process of
driving into exile over 750,000 Palestinians
including my grandparents and extended
family.

Palestinians who remained as minor-
ity citizens of the state were placed under
military rule for nearly two decades and
denied equal citizenship with Israeli Jews,
an unequal status that continues to the
present day.

Palestinians in Gaza, the West Bank and

East Jerusalem have lived under military
occupation since 1967, subject to ongoing
blockade, repeated military assaults, loss
of freedom of movement, illegal theft and
settlement of their land, destruction of their
homes, and illegitimate detention, imprison-
ment, and torture.

Palestinians across historic Palestine and
those in exile are denied the right of return
and deprived of their rights under a system
of oppression that meets the definition of
apartheid — a crime against humanity.

The judiciary whose independence liberal
Zionists are so desperate to preserve in the
name of democratic freedom is the same
court which has consistently given approval
to these processes.

Those voices who seek to celebrate Israel’s
democracy and rail against the threats to it
posed by Netanyahu can only do so by erasing
from history and from their own conscious-
ness the existence of the Palestinian people.

We saw this process of erasure in gro-
tesque form in the statement issued last
week by Ursula von de Leyen, president
of the European Commission, when she
congratulated Israel on 75 years of “vibrant
democracy” — reiterating the anti-Palestinian
racist trope that Israel had succeeded in
making an empty desert bloom.

We see this erasure manifesting in the
British government’s rolling out of the red
carpet and issuing of a new trade deal with
Netanyahu and his ultra-nationalist zeal-
ots, all while asserting a deep concern for
“democratic freedom” as the underpinning

for its sanctions-led response to Russia’s
illegal invasion of the Ukraine.

We see it at play in the UK when Labour
leader Keir Starmer slaps down one of his
MPs for the temerity of using the word
“apartheid” to describe Palestinian oppres-
sion, no matter the decades old testimony
of Palestinian civil society, and the more
recent confirmatory reports from Human
Rights Watch and Amnesty International.

The union members, students and citi-
zens of conscience marching with us on 13th
May know the truths of Palestinian history
and the realities of the ongoing oppression
of the Palestinian people and refuse to be
silent in the face of them.

They understand that there is no coher-
ent anti-racist position that does not have at
its heart resistance and opposition to Israel’s
system of apartheid.

They understand the responsibilities
owed by British citizens in the context of
more than 100 years of British complicity
in Palestinian oppression, stretching all the
way back to Balfour in 1917.

That is why they march, and that is why
as they march, they will again take up the
cry, “in our thousands and our millions, we
are all Palestinians.” Join us!

*Ben Jamal is director of the Palestine
Solidarity Campaign.
Moming Star &
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“Starvation wages”

Mark Gruenberg

WASHINGTON: With strong union support —
and a phalanx of low-wage workers of colour
backing him — Senate Labour Committee Chair-
man, Independent Bernie Sanders, formally
introduced his legislation raising the federal
minimum wage to $17 an hour over five years.

Though Sanders promised the panel will advance
the legislation on 14th May, getting it beyond that may
be tough, which is where the workers, the AFL-CIO and
the Service Employees, represented by Presidents Liz
Shuler, and Mary Kay Henry, come into the picture.

That’s because both said, in interviews after Sand-
ers’ Capitol Hill 4th May outdoor press conference,
that organised labour will put pressure on lawmakers
to approve the increase, overcoming expected corpo-
rate and Republican opposition.

If enacted, Sanders’s legislation would be the first
minimum wage hike law since 2007. That increase
stretched through 20009, to the current federal mini-
mum, $7.25.

“In the year 2023, in the richest country in the
history of the world, nobody should have to be work-
ing for starvation wages,” Sanders, workers’ longest,
strongest congressional supporter, stated. “Maybe,
just maybe, working people deserve to afford a damn
hamburger.”

Workers at the press conference welcomed his
increase, as both the senator and other speakers
pointed out that the current $7.25 hourly isn’t enough
to live on. That level also hurts the economy by drag-
ging low-wage workers down, said Economic Policy
Institute President Heidi Shierholz.

The low-wage workers would spend the minimum
wage increase on basics, like food, rent, and health
care, benefiting other workers, she explained. Mean-
while the rich expand the wage and wealth gap — and
sock their money away or spend it on “billionaires’
rockets,” Shuler added.

Disproportionate shares of those low-wage and
minimum-wage workers are people of colour, work-
ing women, living in the South and other “red” states,
speakers noted. Even voters in those states, given
the choice at the ballot box, raise minimum wages,
Sanders said.

VOTERS WANT A BIG INCREASE

Nebraska did so, to $15, by a 60 per cent vote last
year, he noted. But white Republican legislatures in
red states veto “blue” cities” attempts to follow that
lead. Sanders’s bill calls for a raise to a $17 minimum,
spread over five years because $17 an hour now equals
$15 when he last tried to raise the wage, two years
ago. Democratic Senate defections led to that loss.

“I'm here to bring the voices of 12 and a half mil-
lion workers and 60 unions to this fight,” said Shuler.
“I travel this country, talking to working people,” and
the minimum wage workers she meets “are dishwash-
ers, health care workers, Walmart greeters,” and their
colleagues.

“They tell me, ‘I can’t afford food.” ‘I can’t go to

Sydney
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the doctor.” ‘T might be evicted because I can’t pay the
rent’” while earning $7.25 an hour, even if they often
work at two or three low-paying jobs. Raising the
federal minimum wage to $15 hourly “is not radical.”

“We asked workers at a big summit last week” of
low-wage workers how they would react to a minimum
wage hike, Shuler added. “‘T would quit my second
job.” ‘Twould quit my third job.” T would spend more
time with my family,”” were among the replies.

Mama Cookie Bradley agreed. One of several
workers at the press conference, she explained that
after 30 years in South Carolina at minimum wage
jobs at McDonald’s and Dollar General, she finally
got a job paying $15 an hour. But it’s in Charleston,
an hour-and-a-half one-way drive from Eutawville
for Bradley, 64.

South Carolina is one of a phalanx of “red” states
which refuse to raise their own minimum wages. In
some, notably Alabama, right-wing Republican state
lawmakers, beholden to the low-wage fast-food and
restaurant industry, block their “blue” cities from
hiking their own minimum wages, by nullifying city
authority to enact pro-worker laws.

With a pattern like that, “That’s why we need a
federal minimum wage” increase, said Sanders.

The workers laid out the case for how raising the
minimum wage would help them and their families,
and Economic Policy Institute President Heidi Shi-
erholz made the case economically for both the work-
ers and the economy.

Henry, Shuler, and SEIU Legislative Director John
Gray discussed in follow-up interviews how to get
the minimum wage hike past corporate and Repub-
lican opposition. While he did not issue a statement
for the increase after the 4th May press conference,
Democratic President Joe Biden supports the $15
minimum wage, too.

In January 2022, in announcing his $15 minimum
for 70,000 federal workers and 300,000 more who
work for federal contractors, Biden said all workers
should earn at least $15. “I continue to urge Congress
to raise the federal minimum wage to $15 an hour so
that American workers can have a job that delivers
dignity,” he said then.

Shuler said the labour movement would incor-
porate the minimum wage hike bill into its ongoing
grass-roots political organising “in all 50 states.” And
unlike the past, she pointed out, labour is pushing
grass-roots politics now, 365 days a year.

“You keep it connected to politics and mobilisa-
tion,” she said of the minimum wage hike. “It’s an
issue everybody understands.”

Henry and Gray said the threat of ballot box
revenge may be the goad bringing over needed votes
in the Republican-run House. She believes Speaker
Kevin McCarthy will hear from his members about
overwhelming constituent support for raising the
minimum wage, and retribution in November 2024
if they vote “no.” So they’ll vote “yes.”

“The idea is he’ll give them” —other Republicans
— “a pass,” said Gray.
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Global Briefs

CUBA: More than 10 million people became literate thanks
to the Cuban program “Yes, | can.” The program was Fidel
Castro’s initiative that helped to overcome illiteracy in 32
countries. The program is designed to teach reading and
writing, especially in Latin America but can be rapidly adapted
to different social realities and languages. Established in
2003 it is celebrating its 20th anniversary this year. According
to the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural
Organisation (UNESCO), 73 million young people and adults
do not have basic literacy skills, and more than 617 million
children and adolescents do not reach the minimum levels of
competence in reading and mathematics.

JAMAICA: The Jamaican government is to hold a referendum
next year to become independent of the British monarchy and
have its own head of state. “The time has come. Jamaica is
in Jamaica’s hands. We have to do it, especially with the
transition in the monarchy. My government says we have to do
it now,” Jamaican Minister for Legal and Constitutional Affairs,
Marlene Malahoo Forte, said. “While the United Kingdom
celebrates the coronation of the King, that is for the Kingdom,”
she added. Jamaica intends to draft a new constitution and
hold an urgent referendum on self-determination. Malahoo
Forte pointed out that the monarchy and the racist policies
of the British government foster republican sentiment in the
country. London has never apologised or offered reparations
for its slave-owning colonial past.

SYRIA: Iranian President Ebrahim Raisi paid a two-day visit
to Syria. He was the first Iranian president to visit Syria after
the outbreak of war in 2011. “Syria’s government and people
have come through tremendous hardships, and today we can
say that you have weathered and overcome all these problems
and achieved victory despite the threats and sanctions
imposed against you,” Raisi said. During the meeting Assad
and Raisi signed memoranda of understanding for “long-term
and comprehensive cooperation” in various fields, mainly in oil,
communications, civil aviation, railways, and agriculture.

CHILE: About 15 million Chileans voted at the weekend to
select the 51 members of the Constitutional Council that will
draft a new proposal for a constitution, after a majority of 68
to 38 per cent voted to reject the first proposal for a new and
radical constitution in September 2022. The Right and Extreme
Right in Chile obtained the majority of seats for the drafting
of the new Chilean Constitution. Parties and sectors allied
to Boric’s government remain in second place. The outcome
of the vote is a major defeat for the centre-left presidency of
Gabriel Boric. Additionally, the voting is widely perceived as
a referendum on the current administration, with its 30 per
cent rate of approval. The left-leaning coalitions will be unable
to veto proposals or compel mutual agreement on specific
matters in the constitution.

NSW YOUTH FRACTION

2023 COMMUNIST
YOUTH CAMP

BOOKINGS ESSENTIAL: NSW@CPA.ORG.AU

DATES: 10 - 12 JUNE (LONG WEEKEND)

ELIGIBILITY: AGES 18 - 29,
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LOCATION: THE BLUE MOUNTAINS, NSW

COST: $100
INCLUDES ACCOMMODATION, SIX MEALS

ACTIVITIES INCLUDE EDUCATION,
BUSHWALKING, BANNER PAINTING AND MORE
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Hypocrisy and opportunism

I work at the University of Melbourne
in a teaching role. I saw your arti-
cle on TikTok (“US: Tik Tok, Tik Tok
Countdown to Cold War,” Guardian
17th April).

This reminded me of the hypocriti-
cal campaign against TikTok in Australia.
This popular app for short videos is being
demonised as part of a general campaign
of demonising anything to do with China.

One thing which is not reported by
Australian media is this: Melbourne Uni-
versity has banned its staff from using
SurveyMonkey.

For anyone who doesn’t know, Survey-
Monkey is a popular and useful website on
which anyone can make a survey and collate
results quickly. It’s useful for all sorts of
people, and it’s very popular with teachers.

We have been told not to use it because

of privacy concerns. SurveyMonkey is an
American product, and the university has
to protect the privacy of its students. Since
the data entered in the surveys ends up in
the US, there’s no way the university can
guarantee protection of students’ private
information.

Of course, this fact does not mean TikTok
is not doing anything nefarious with user
data, but it points to the hypocrisy of the
campaign to expel TikTok from devices.

If Sinophobes like James Paterson were
really worried about the private data of Aus-
tralians and possible misuse, they would be
putting up protections against large American
corporations. They aren’t doing that, so their
focus on TikTok is revealed as rank bigotry
and opportunism.

Rodrigo Cotier
Middle Park
Melbourne

Guardian
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May Day in Havana
International Solidarity to Resist the US Blockade

Walter Smolarek

This year’s May Day celebration in
Cuba was interrupted by severe storms
that knocked out electricity in much
of the country. Authorities had no
choice but to postpone the traditional
mass marches. But for over 150 young
grassroots organizers from the United
States who had travelled to the country
to mark the holiday, this turn of events
was just more reason to deepen their
efforts to end the US-imposed block-
ade of the country.

Miya Tada, a brigade participant from
New York, explained how this showed that
“the biggest obstacle the Cuban people are
facing is the repression and economic war-
fare of our own government, and that just
inspires me to further the struggle against
the blockade back in the United States.”

This wide range of activists from nearly
30 states and dozens of organizations was
brought together by the International Peo-
ples’ Assembly, a network of left movements
and parties around the globe. Members of
the solidarity brigade had spent the preced-
ing week taking part in educational panels,
discussions with Cuban activists, and youth
exchanges as they sought to deepen their
understanding of the Cuban Revolution.

A TIGHTENING BLOCKADE

The country is currently grappling with
a range of severe difficulties that boil down
to a single tremendous challenge — surviving
amid a blockade that seems to tighten every
day. The US-imposed blockade has been in
effect for over six decades, but a series of
developments in the past several years has
taken its cruelty to new heights.

The COVID-19 pandemic caused havoc
in every country on the planet, but the coer-
cive measures on Cuba magnified the crisis
dramatically there. The country was able
to avoid the kind of catastrophic loss of life
experienced in the United States thanks
to its world-renowned health system that
produced five different vaccines, but the
economic consequences were grave. Tour-
ism is a principal source of foreign currency
— essential to import vital goods since Cuba
is locked out of the dollar-dominated world
market — but this industry effectively disap-
peared overnight. Many other sectors of the
economy were severely impacted as well.

“The other pandemic we faced,” Dr Damo-
dar Pena Penton of the Latin American School
of Medicine explained to brigade members
earlier in the trip, “was the administration
of Donald Trump. He imposed 243 new
measures and used COVID-19 as an ally.”

Over the course of the Trump adminis-
tration, the mild thaw in US-Cuba relations
that took place at the end of the Obama
years was completely reversed. Aiming to
suffocate the revolution, Trump imposed
243 new restrictions on Cuba designed to
totally isolate it from the world economy.

Towards the end of his term, the State
Department officially labelled Cuba a “state
sponsor of terrorism” — because it had hosted
successful peace talks between the Colom-
bian government and the rebel movement
FARC! Colombia’s president at the time was
celebrated for his efforts with a Nobel Peace
Prize, but Cuba’s reward was to be slandered
as terrorists in an effort to further deter
potential trading partners.

This is a prime example of what Johana
Tablada, Deputy Director for US Affairs at
the Cuban Ministry of Foreign Affairs, told

brigade members the prior week: “The US
government has been permanently telling
lies to justify its policy.”

Last August, a massive inferno broke out
at the country’s main fuel storage facility in
the province of Matanzas. A lightning strike
sparked a fire that exploded one of the facil-
ity’s massive tanks and then spread to three
more. Fourteen firefighters tragically died as
they heroically battled the blaze.

Such a disaster would badly affect any
country, but for Cuba, the blockade had
already made it extraordinarily hard to
meet its energy needs. Severe fuel short-
ages ensued, which persist to this day. This
disrupts daily life in innumerable ways and
makes it extremely difficult to respond to situ-
ations like the storm on the eve of May Day.

Just a few weeks after the fire, 277th
September, Hurricane Ian made landfall in
the western province of Pinar del Rio. The
powerful storm destroyed over 50,000 homes
and damaged 60 per cent of the housing in
the province. Construction materials des-
perately needed for reconstruction efforts
could not be imported due to the economic
siege of the island.

Ian also had a profound effect on agricul-
ture. Pinar del Rio is known for its tobacco
production, and Cuba’s cigars are an impor-
tant way to acquire foreign currency through
exports. Food crops being grown in the region
were almost totally destroyed.

The cumulative effect of all this was to
create an economic crisis that — contrary
to the presentation in the major corporate
media outlets — is the consequence of the
limitless cruelty of the US government, not
a failure of socialism.

The United States seeks to cover up this
criminal behaviour by preventing its own

citizens from traveling to Cuba to see the
reality firsthand. Despite traveling as part of
a licensed, completely legal trip, members
of the youth brigade were harassed and held
in secondary questioning upon their return
home at the Miami and Newark airports.
Several young activists had their phones
wrongfully searched and seized in a blatant
violation of their civil liberties.

MOVING FORWARD

The slogan of this year’s May Day in Cuba
was “Hands and Hearts for the Homeland!”
It reflects the urgent need for every Cuban
to contribute all their abilities to overcome
any challenge.

Any easing of US pressure on the coun-
try will be an immense relief as they pursue
this task. The blockade of the country has
been almost unanimously condemned at the
United Nations on an annual basis for three
decades. But even short of the full lifting of
the blockade, steps like the revocation of the
243 Trump-imposed measures or the outra-
geous designation by the State Department
that Cuba is a “state sponsor of terrorism”
would improve the situation greatly.

“Being here in Cuba has opened my eyes
to the dire need in the United States to raise
awareness about what’s going on with this
blockade and to end it,” explained brigade
member Sarah Brummet of Pensacola, Flor-
ida. “I'm very inspired to see the solidarity
and the struggle of the Cuban people, and it’s
our responsibility to take that same energy
home and fight the blockade,” she said.
Globetrotter &
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Unearthing the horrors of
illegal mining

The relentless exploitation of
land — and people — arising
from illegal mining is powerfully
depicted in the Peruvian film
The Invisible Girl.

Elenice Araujo

It is impossible not to be
impacted by Peruvian direc-
tor Dorian Fernandez-
Moris’s compelling drama
The Invisible Girl (La Pampa
in Spanish), in which we are
transported to the region of La
Pampa, an illegal gold mining
site in the Peruvian Amazon.
There we follow the saga of
Reina, a 15-year-old girl who
escapes La Pampa where she
had been forced into sexual
slavery, helped by another
woman from the brothel who
worries about the teenager’s
deteriorating health.

The two flee during the night
and head to Juan’s house beg-
ging for help. Juan, a despondent
middle-aged man tormented by a
tragic loss, ultimately joins the girl
in finding her family. But escaping
the members of the criminal group
that controls the region seems to
be an insurmountable task.

Juan and Reina, brilliantly
played by Fernando Bacilio and
Luz Pinedo, are victims of the same
vicious criminality. They both live
oppressive lives. She is a victim of
human trafficking brought to the
improvised La Pampa to serve men
flush with cash from gold sales,
and he is a fugitive and a former
government official haunted by
ghosts from his past.

By a stroke of fate their sto-
ries become intertwined, and he
embraces the opportunity to redeem
himself by taking her under his pro-
tection. Despite all the oppression,
they ultimately take back the reins
of their fate, for better or worse.

The captivating dramatic plot
written by Fernandez-Moris and
Rogger Vergara Adrianzén recounts
the devastating impact of barefaced
exploitation of land and people in
La Pampa, a small Amazonian town
60 miles from the nearest city, in
the period following the gold rush
in Peru.

The socio-environmental
conflict and the burden faced by
Peru’s poorest populations are
vividly portrayed, giving a shocking
sense of the very real dimensions
of destruction in this area: illegal
miners arrived and cleared trees to
mine gold, creating toxic mercury-

into wasteland, threatening the
health of the land and its inhabit-
ants, most of whom arrived here
as illegal miners, given the price
of gold made it the most lucrative
illicit business in the country, more
so than cocaine production. Nev-
ertheless, according to estimates,
four in 10 of the near half a million
inhabitants there live in poverty.

The storyline is well developed,
providing a clear picture of the
characters’ past and of the daily
lives of the locals in town. In no
time viewers are absorbed in the
characters’ struggles.

Despite being a work of fiction,
The Invisible Girl is based on a
true story, and it often feels like a
true depiction of the reality of La
Pampa. Fernandez-Moris attests
that everybody knows about stories
like that of the woman on whom
the character of Reina was based,
yet they pay no attention. When
cases are brought to the authori-
ties, they often go unpunished.
This overwhelmingly affects the
many women and minors who
time and again are forced into
sex slavery.

Illegal mining in La Pampa —
and in all of Latin America — is
linked not only to the exploitation
of land for its mineral resources,
but also to corruption, money laun-
dering, extreme violence, killings,
and to all types of often invisible
crimes involving female victims
and minors.

Violence on the land leads
to violence on the female body,
through health issues and especially
reproductive health issues, as well
as sexual violence and trafficking,
as horrifically demonstrated in La
Pampa.

The illicit economy gives rise
to settlements around it and in
many examples is the sole driver
of local economies. That was the
case in La Pampa, where at night
brothels boomed with music and
women (and children) were offered
by criminals to paying miners.

The Invisible Girl moves you to
wonder how women can conform
to a life like this, and urges you to
understand how poverty, inequal-
ity, and less-than-desirable living
conditions in Peru result in hun-
dreds of thousands of extremely
vulnerable workers falling prey
to labour exploitation and human
trafficking.

Luis Vera, head of Peru’s envi-
ronmental police force, explained
to the British Guardian that in La
Pampa: “There was no authority,
there was prostitution, hired kill-

kind of illicit business and all types
of crimes with a lot of female vic-
tims, including minors.”

Yet during the course of the pro-
duction, there have been significant
changes in La Pampa. A few years
ago, Vera led a successful Peruvian
government operation (Operation
Mercury) to crack down on illegal
activity in La Pampa. According
to the Monitoring of the Andean
Amazon Project (MAAP), illegal
gold mining deforestation decreased
by 62 per cent overall across all
sites following Operation Mercury,
including a remarkable 96 per cent
decrease in La Pampa.

However, mining continues
in other areas and illegal exploi-
tation remains a serious issue in
many parts of Latin America (and
the world); Brazilian Indigenous
communities have been especially
brutally affected by these dynamics.
Still today, many people remain
vulnerable to child labour, haz-
ardous working conditions, and
human trafficking, not to mention
the threat posed to their security
by the environmental degrada-
tion resulting from uncontrolled
resource extraction. It takes firm
commitment and political resolve,
and a good amount of time for
healing, but the environment can
be restored.

The Invisible Girl leaves you
wondering how many women
forced into prostitution, just like
Reina, were able to go back to
their families and start a differ-
ent life. Were they offered a fresh
chance after the authorities dis-
mantled the mining camps in the
region of Madre de Dios, or did
they simply move to a different
place where the illicit economy
was still booming?

The film has already been
selected for nine international
festivals and is being screened in
Europe and Latin America. Its suc-
cess opens doors for shining a light
on such atrocities and sparking a
public debate about human rights
abuses linked to illegal mining.

If the film ends on a bitter note,
it also offers a ray of hope. Its strong
characters and deeply emotional
and true-to-life narrative command
the viewers’ attention, capture their
hearts, and serve as a wake-up
call on the importance of govern-
ment response. The Invisible Girl
visibilises women like Reina and
endows them with the attention,
respect, and care they unquestion-
ably deserve.

This article is reproduced from the
website of Latin America Bureau
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This is an interview with a Chinese woman and comrade on the struggle and
achievement in the process of women’s liberation in China.

What are some of the biggest challenges facing women in
China?

Women are still responsible for most domestic work and the
labour of housewives is not recognised. The awareness of harmful
impacts from sexual harassment and abuse are currently not
widely recognised either. Moreover, the ageing problem in China
has led to pressure on some young women to return to traditional
roles and give birth to and take care of children. Frustratingly,
back in the 1990s the gap between female and male labour
participation rates was 9 per cent. In 2020, that gap extended to
15 per cent. Therefore, the proportion of women participating in
labour production decreased from 48.5 per cent to 42.5 per cent.

What work is being done to solve these challenges?

Submissions and inquiries were invited on a possible law on
protection of women’s rights and interests last year, but it was
not widely promoted, and most women were not aware of it. The
China Social Welfare Foundation has been conducting fundraising
activities providing support for vulnerable women and children.

What have women in China gained under socialism?

Looking back on modern history, women have improved their
social status remarkably since the foundation of the People’s
Republic of China (PRC). We can divide those achievements into
five major areas. Enacting the marriage law defends the freedom
of marriage and divorce for Chinese women. It abandoned the
old traditions of polygamy, child brides, mercenary marriage, and
the infamous waiting brides (for a groom who hasn’t been born).
Secondly, encouraging women’s involvement in production won
them economic independence. Following land reform, women
in rural regions obtained their proportion of land and actively
took part in agricultural production. Women in minority ethnic
groups managed to improve their social status by becoming
involved in farming activities as well. Women in the city regions
were also encouraged to join factory work and rapidly became
an important force in various industries. Women were no longer
silent in the political field. They were involved in multiple political
activities such as War to Aid Korea rallies and reinforcement
activities. There are now more women representatives in political
leadership. Social and formal school education improved the
standing and self-esteem of women. Before the foundation of the
PRC, 90 per cent of women were illiterate. The literacy campaign
educated women of all ages and had great success. Moreover,
the work of maternal and child health care ensured the physical
and mental health of women. New laws protected women from the
suffering of foot binding and unsafe childbirth activities. Women
enjoy the free rights of abortion.

Are young women in China engaging in women’s issues?

Most young women in China that | have come across are quite
actively engaging in online discussion about women’s issues.
Women are constantly expressing opinions on certain social
issues. However, we lack a representative feminist voice on those
issues so limited progress has been made. The #metoo campaign
was once heated amongst young, middle class Chinese women,
but it didn’'t spread to the broader population. Feminism is also
stigmatised in some topics, being seen as “extreme.”
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People squeezed by inflation and
demanding economic justice took to
streets across Asia, Europe, and the
Americas to mark May Day, in an out-
pouring of worker discontent not seen
since before the worldwide COVID-19
lockdowns.

A million marched in France as union-led
May Day rallies warned President Emmanuel
Macron to back down over plans to raise the
retirement age.

Crowds banged pots and pans as they
wound through Paris, with French trade
unions calling “Everyone onto the streets”
under the slogan “United with the People
for the Withdrawal” of the hated pension
reform, which Macron forced through by
decree because he could not get it through
parliament.

Near the Place de la Republique, activists
smashed pinatas representing Macron and
Interior Minister Gerald Darmanin.

Organisers estimated that half a mil-
lion marched in Paris, with huge rallies
in many other cities and towns, including
130,000 in Marseille. Police fired tear gas
at protesters in Lyon, and clashes erupted
in other cities.

French union members were joined by
groups fighting for economic justice, or just
expressing anger at what is seen as Macron’s
out-of-touch, pro-business leadership.

Labour activists from abroad were also
present, among them Hyrwon Chong of the
South Korean Metal Workers’ Union.

“Today we see rising inequality through-
out the world, terrible inflation,” she said,
adding that Macron’s government was trying
“to tear down a pillar of the social system
which is the pension system.”

While May Day is marked worldwide as a
celebration of labour rights, this year’s rallies
tapped into broader frustrations.

Protests in Germany kicked off with a
“Take Back the Night” rally organised by

International

May Day
Millions march around the world

feminist and queer groups on the eve of May
Day to protest against violence directed at
women and LGBTQ+ people. Thousands
more turned out in marches organised by
German labour unions in Berlin, Cologne,
and other cities, rejecting recent calls by
conservative politicians for restrictions on
the right to strike.

Italy’s neo-fascist premier, Giorgia
Meloni, made a point snubbing the coun-
try’s labor movement by working on May
Day — as her Cabinet passed measures sup-
posedly demonstrating their boss’s concern
for workers.

But opposition lawmakers and union
leaders said the measures do nothing to
increase salaries or combat the widespread
practice of hiring workers on temporary
contracts. Many young people say they can’t
contemplate starting families or even move
out of parents’ homes because they can only
get hired as temps.

In other places, May Day rallies high-
lighted galloping inflation and the need to
raise pay. Over 70 May Day demos took place
in Spain, with unions warning of “social con-
flict” if pay isn’t raised to match inflation.

In Northern Macedonia’s capital Skopje,
thousands of trade union members protested
arecent government decision granting min-
isters a 78 per cent raise. The minimum
monthly wage for workers in one of Europe’s
poorest countries, meanwhile, is 320 euros
($350 per month). The hike will put minis-
ters’ wages at around 2,300 euros ($2,530).

“We are here, not only [to mark] Labor
Day, but also to warn that if there is no social
justice, there will be no social peace either,”
said union leader Jakim Nedelkovski.

In Moscow — once the site of the world’s
largest May Day parades when the city was
the capital of the socialist Soviet Union — the
gathering was much smaller than usual. Even
in the post-Soviet years, the Communist Party
of the Russian Federation and trade unions

usually hold large marches and protests. That
was not the case for 2023.

The country’s biggest trade union fed-
eration cancelled its Moscow march, citing
“the higher level of terrorist threat, even in
regions far from the places of the special
military operation,” the phrase used by the
Russian government for its war in Ukraine.
Red Square has been closed to the public
since 27th April, and the Putin government
also cited “terror threats” as the reason for
scaling back Victory Day commemorations
scheduled for gth May.

In Ukraine, where Soviet symbols have
been banned, while nationalist groups that
allied with the Nazis during the Second World
War have been honoured, and where the
Communist party has been outlawed, May
Day was barely observed. Alla Liapkina, also
a resident of the capital, described the flowers
and balloons of Soviet May Day gatherings
when workers were honoured, but said, “Now
we live in a different era.”

In Venezuela, which has suffered rampant
inflation for years, thousands of workers
demonstrated to demand a minimum wage
increase at a time when the majority cannot
meet basic needs despite their last increase
14 months ago. “Decent wages and pensions
now!” protesters chanted in the capital,
Caracas. Many also criticised US sanctions
against the socialist-led government of
President Nicolds Maduro, chanting, “This
is not a blockade, this is looting!”

In Bolivia, left-wing President Luis Arce
led a Labour Day march in La Paz with a
major union and announced a five per cent
increase in the minimum wage. Arce said his
government “is strong because the unions
are strong.”

In Brazil, the focus was not only on
traditional labour unions but also on part-
time workers and those in the informal
sector, with the government of President
Luiz Inécio Lula da Silva announcing a work

CPA SUPPl]RTS THE VOIC
VOTE ‘YES’

Comrades from the Sunshine Coast and Brisbane branch marched together and supporting Vote Yes at the Brisbane May Day rally.
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group on proposals to regulate that sector
after he described those workers as “almost
like slaves.”

Tens of thousands marched in Seoul,
South Korea, chanting: “The price of eve-
rything has increased except for our wages.
Increase our minimum wages! Reduce our
working hours!”

In Tokyo, unions marched with opposi-
tion politicians, and rally speakers slammed
Prime Minister Fumio Kishida’s plan to
double the military budget, saying the money
should be earmarked for social security and
raising pay instead.

In Lahore, Pakistan, workers defied a ban
on demonstrations to march on the Punjab
Assembly; in Peshawar, unions held a series
of indoor events to get around the ban.

In Jakarta, workers slammed the Indone-
sian government’s Job Creation Law, which
protester Sri Ajeng warned “only benefits
employers, not workers.”

In the Chinese province of Taiwan, thou-
sands of workers protested what they call the
inadequacies of the self-ruled island’s labour
policies, putting pressure on the ruling party
before the 2024 presidential election.

Communists led a demonstration in
Beirut, Lebanon, with the march including a
bloc of migrant domestic workers demand-
ing better pay and treatment.

Elsewhere in China, the five-day May Day
holiday was the first since COVID reopen-
ing, with rail companies saying passenger
journeys had broken all records—hitting
19.66 million journeys on Saturday, when
the holiday began — and air, land, and sea
traffic up 152 per cent from a year earlier.
This article features material from the
Associated Press, Morning Star, People's Dally,
and other sources. @
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