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NT: Gas industry 
gets biggest slice

The facts about 
wage rises and infl ation

The main focus of recent federal budg-
ets was on economic recovery for the 
corporate sector, focusing on wiping 
out the budget defi cit created by the 
government’s stimulus packages and 
returning the budget to a surplus.

There is an alternative – a budget where 
private profi ts are not the priority – a peo-
ple’s budget which puts the interests of the 
people and the planet fi rst.

The most important priority in a people’s 
budget is the security of working people, 
their families, the unemployed, pensioners, 
and people with disability. Security is not 
achieved by spending billions on weapons, 
military might, slashing corporate taxes, or 
privatising everything that can turn a profi t. 
It is ensuring that people enjoy basic human 
rights – permanent well-paid jobs, housing, 
food, health services, education, basic utilities, 
public transport, and live in a safe, healthy, 
and sustainable environment.

People’s needs must replace private profi t 
as the main motive and driving force of the 
economy and society.

When the Hawke/Keating Labor govern-
ment embarked on its neo-liberal agenda in 
the mid-1980s, company taxation was 46 
cents in the dollar, there was no GST, and 
government enterprises made a signifi cant 
contribution to budget income. Universities 
and TAFEs were free and publicly owned 
and run. Private schools received less federal 
funding than state schools. Privatisation was a 
dirty word, and the introduction of Medicare 
provided universal access to quality health 
care through bulk billing.

Hawke/Keating also set about a gradual, 
long-term, neo-liberal transformation in 
the role of government, revenue raising and 
service provision, which continued under 
the Howard Coalition government and was 
advanced by the Rudd/Gillard Labor govern-
ment. What was known as the welfare state 
was being wound back and replaced by so-
called “self-provision” and “market forces.” 
Education and health were being privatised 
and turned into commodities to be bought 
and sold in competitive marketplaces. Trade 
union rights were severely curtailed.

WHAT NEEDS TO BE DONE
The Communist Party of Australia (CPA) 

is calling for a halt to all privatisation and 
deregulation, and for the government to 
step in to take control of the fi nancial sector, 
including re-regulation of interest rates, cur-
rency and capital fl ows.

The development of the economy should 
be planned; this includes infrastructure, use 
of non-renewable resources, development of 
renewable energy sources, and other meas-
ures to counter climate change.

Pressing infrastructure needs which are 
being contracted out to the private sector or 
totally neglected. The government should as 
a priority expand the rail freight system, and 
public transport, and improve urban and 
rural water supply systems and as well as 
developing alternative sustainable energy.

PUBLIC FIRST
The state has a responsibility for the 

provision of universally accessible quality 
public services, including social welfare, 
health care and education.

The federal government now gives pri-
vate schools twice the funding that it gives 
state schools, yet state schools have twice 
as many students. This funding should be 
wound back and the income transferred to 
the public system. A good education should 
be a right, not a privilege, and every child 
should have access to free, secular education 
in a state school.

Education should be free from pre-school 
right through to TAFE and university, fully 
funded and provided by the public sector. 
Childcare should be provided by government 
and community organisations and made 
aff ordable and accessible through govern-
ment subsidies and the provision of more 
centres where they are needed. There is a 
confl ict of interest between providing qual-
ity childcare and childcare, for profi t which 
has a negative impact on children and staff .

The present process of privatisation and 
focus on hospitals as the centre of health 
care needs to be turned around. The public 

health system is in need of restructuring so 
that emphasis is given to primary and pre-
ventative health care.

Dental and mental health should be 
an integral part of Medicare. The private 
health insurance rebate and other public 
subsidies of the private hospital system 
should be phased out and redirected to the 
public health system and aged care. Wages 
and working conditions of nurses and other 
staff  in public hospitals, nursing homes and 
community care should be raised, recognis-
ing their level of professional skills and thus 
attracting more to return to and enter this 
important area of work.

The NDIS should be nationalised and 
fully funded, bringing an end to the rort-
ing and the punitive nature of the scheme, 
replaced by one that puts participants fi rst 
on the basis of needs.

Continued on page 2
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Off the hook
Budgets are about political choices. We look at 

where governments are spending, and where they are 
cutting. The media draw up lists of winners and losers, 
so that the rest of us can check which group we’re in. 
The Guardian has done a thorough coverage of what 
the recent Federal Budget says about the Albanese 
Labor government’s priorities.

Another thing that’s important about budgets is 
what they leave untouched – what’s sacrosanct. For the 
Australian government, the gigantic commitment to 
supporting US domination by spending big on AUKUS 
is one thing that will not be touched, no matter which 
major party is elected. The Guardian has covered this 
in detail, as part of the Communist Party of Australia’s 
“Give Peace a Budget” campaign.

Another thing that is never touched, and which 
is left out of the budget commentary is outsourcing. 
Outsourcing is rampant by both state and federal gov-
ernments. Work which could be done by professional 
public servants is farmed out to consultants with their 
own agendas. This is very big business. In the last years 
of the Morrison government this came to literally bil-
lions in payments to “consultants.”

Governments do this for several reasons: 
First, the neoliberal ideology that claims that private 

markets are more effi  cient. No amount of evidence to 
the contrary can shake this widely perpetrated myth. 
Many functions of government have been outsourced 
providing lucrative profi ts to big corporations.

Second, outsourcing means governments are at 
arm’s length from the services they provide remov-
ing accountability and transparency. If all goes well, 
bourgeois politicians take credit. If there’s a problem, 
they can put on a show of being on the people’s side 
against the problem they’ve caused by outsourcing 
the service in the fi rst place! It’s like letting a fox run 
around the chicken coop before giving it a clip round 
the ear and asking the surviving chickens for a round 
of applause.

Another reason neoliberal governments like out-
sourcing is that it drastically weakens the power of 
workers. A divided and casualised workforce spread 
out over multiple contractors is much less likely to 
stand up for its rights than a united, unionised, work-
force with job security and a single employer.

So our leaders contract out like there’s no tomor-
row. Jobseekers are left desperately trying to access 
their entitlements pitted against professionals in a 
maze of self-interested private employment agencies. 
The training Australians and their country need, is 
in the hands of often-shonky private colleges, while 
high-quality TAFE colleges are starved of funds. Other 
victims include the NDIS, which has turned into a bo-
nanza for private outfi ts.

A change of government leads to a few reforms. 
The new regime turns the odd rock over, but it’s next 
to impossible that a light will be shone on the whole 
corrupt system of outsourcing. As Education Minister, 
Julia Gillard cracked down on the more outlandish 
“visa mills” and private competitors to TAFE that were 
little more than a place to print certifi cates, but left the 
others in place. Bill Shorten might have a go at some 
rorts from NDIS agencies, but will leave that scheme 
to private providers.

Just now, there’s a scandal going on in the world of 
outsourcing. Price Waterhouse Coopers (PWC), con-
tracted to do work for the Australian Tax Offi  ce, took 
just hours to decide that the information they gained 
was too good to waste, and scuttled off  to Google, 
Microsoft, and Apple with the inside track on how to 
rip off  taxpayers more eff ectively. A few directors have 
retired early, but not the 40-something PWC higher 
ups who knew this was going on. Sure, there might 
be legal consequences for one PWC director, but don’t 
hold your breath. It’s way less likely that there will be 
any consequences at all for PWC as an organisation. 
The fox will stay inside the chicken coop under the 
current system.

For that we need more than a change of government. 
We need a change of system. If you’re reading this and 
you’re not in the Communist Party of Australia, join 
us and help us work for that change.
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“Vastly out of line 
with the science”

The Climate Council has slammed Environment 
Minister Tanya Plibersek’s decision to ignore 
the climate risk of four polluting coal projects 
as “reckless” and “out of line with the science.”

The Minister will give the green light to the Isaac 
River coal mine in Queensland’s Bowen Basin, and 
is refusing to reconsider the approvals of the Mount 
Pleasant open cut coal mine, an expansion of an exist-
ing Narrabri coal mine, and a life extension of a coal 
mine in the Bowen Basin, made under the Morrison 
Government.

Last year, a group of Australia’s leading scientists 
wrote to the Minister urging her to consider the major 
risk these projects pose to Australia’s climate.

Climate Council Head of Advocacy, Dr Jennifer 
Rayner said, “This decision takes us in entirely the 
wrong direction to protect Australians from the wors-
ening eff ects of dangerous climate change.

“The Environment Minister has a responsibility 
to scrutinise all risks of harm to the environment, 
and it is irresponsible that she has refused to look at 
the immense and indisputable climate harm that all 
new coal and gas projects pose.

“We cannot have new, highly polluting coal as 
we’re living through the age of climate consequences. 
What we need is far more action to boost clean energy 
sources which can replace coal altogether, like the 
renewable hydrogen investments the government 
started in the Budget.”

Climate Council Research Director, Dr Simon 
Bradshaw said, “The science is unequivocal, climate 
change, driven by the burning of fossil fuels, is the 
greatest threat to Australia’s embattled wildlife and 
ecosystems. New fossil fuel developments are utterly 
incompatible with protecting our environment and 
securing a liveable future.”

Dr Bradshaw said the International Energy Agency 
is clear, there can be no new investments in coal, oil or 
gas projects if the global energy sector is to reach net 
zero emissions by 2050 and help avoid catastrophic 
climate change.

“To tackle climate change, Australia must rapidly 
phase out the use of coal and gas power, and get on 
board with the world’s transition to a clean, renewable 
energy future. This means leaving coal in the ground, 
and doing more to give us a fi ghting chance against 
further climate impacts.”

The Climate Council says all new fossil fuel projects 
should be put on pause until the Federal government 
can properly assess them under a stronger, reformed 
Environmental Protection and Biodiversity Conser-
vation Act (EPBC). The Albanese government com-
mitted to reform this Act in December last year. 

People’s Budget
People’s need 

not corporate greed
Continued from page 1

PEOPLE’S BANK
The government is missing 

out on tens of billions of dollars in 
profi ts because of its privatisation of 
the Commonwealth Bank, Telstra, 
and other services and agencies. 
The CPA is calling for an expansion 
of the public sector which has the 
means to off er permanent employ-
ment, a long history of providing 
apprenticeships and is far less 
costly and more effi  cient because of 
the elimination of layers of profi t. 
The development of infrastructure 
projects by the public sector means 
more jobs for the same investment 
and better quality outcomes.

In particular it is calling for the 
establishment of a state-owned 
insurance company and a People’s 
Bank, based on strong and demo-
cratic social charters. Competition 
from state institutions would force 
the private sector to slash fees and 
off er fairer interest rates and better 
insurance products. A national 
superannuation fund could pro-
vide billion of additional dollars 
for public infrastructure spending. 
Private and industry funds should 
also be obliged to deposit a certain 
percentage of their funds in govern-
ment bonds and public infrastruc-
ture. This would be of benefi t to 
society and provide sound, stable 
investments for workers’ savings.

FUNDING
The government has had no 

trouble fi nding billions of dollars 
for corporate tax cuts or increases 
in the military budget. There is no 
shortage of money to carry out far-
reaching reforms. It is a question of 
ideological and political priorities 

how income is raised and distrib-
uted. At present the focus is on 
safeguarding and boosting private 
profi ts, not on people’s needs and 
the public sector. Budget defi cits 
and government debt are not crimes 
as the neo-liberals would have us 
believe. The key issue is that the 
debt is manageable and the money 
borrowed is put to sound use.

The most important source 
of government income is through 
income taxes. Over the past 35 
years there has been a fl attening of 
marginal rates with the biggest tax 
cuts given to those on the highest 
incomes. This has made the system 
more regressive. The CPA advocates 
a progressive tax system based on 
ability to pay with an increase in 
marginal rates for those on high 
incomes.

The GST is an extremely regres-
sive tax, with the wealthiest and the 
poorest paying the same rate in the 
dollar – 10 per cent – on goods and 
services. It should be abolished.

Corporate taxes should be 
raised. Negative gearing and divi-
dend imputation should be phased 
out and serious steps taken to 
close the many tax loopholes and 
corporate welfare that see large 
corporations paying an eff ective 
tax rate of less than 20 cents in the 
dollar or less. The introduction of 
a higher rate of tax or special tax 
on super profi ts should be applied 
to businesses over a certain size in 
all industries.

Indigenous Australians, the 
original owners of this wealth 
before it became wealth, should 
have the fi nal say over the granting 
of mining licenses and are entitled 
to a signifi cant share of the wealth 
from them.

There are other potential sourc-
es of income – as already mentioned 
the abolition of the private health 
insurance rebate and abolition of 
state aid to private schools could be 
used to solve problems in the public 
health and education systems. Cut-
ting the billions of dollars in sub-
sidies for fossil fuel corporations 
would provide additional income.

CUT MILITARY 
SPENDING

The CPA calls for a total revamp 
of military spending away from 
its present off ensive nature as an 
arm of the US military to that of 
genuine defence. It also calls for an 
immediate reduction of 10 per cent 
in funding and cancellation of the 
nuclear-powered submarines and 
other AUKUS spending. Refocus-
ing on peace and security could 
result in savings of billions per 
annum. This money could be put 
back into the economy, instead of 
on US weaponry and wars; would 
create demand for goods and serv-
ices; and create many thousands 
more jobs than the building of a 
few submarines. They would be 
permanent jobs.

A People’s Budget based on 
the above proposals would provide 
the basis for economic recovery 
for the people and improve over-
all living standards. Of course, it 
cannot bring a halt to the boom-
crisis-recession-recovery phases 
of the capitalist production cycle. 
This cycle is a systemic feature of 
capitalism, and has only ever been 
and can only ever be eliminated by 
socialism. 
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There has been no shortage 
of news headlines, big busi-
ness and government warn-
ings that a wages breakout 
will cause infl ation: “Teach-
ers’ rise a risk to infl ation,” 
“ACTU wage claim would put 
jobs at risk,” and other claims 
that wage rises will harm eco-
nomic recovery. Every time a 
group of unions succeeds in 
winning a wage rise, the same 
claims are trotted out.

But when the Reserve Bank of 
Australia (RBA) announced another 
rise in interest rates, there were no 
headlines warning “Interest rate rise 
will cause infl ation.” When record 
corporate profi ts are announced, 
they are heralded as great news, 
no warnings that the price hikes 
caused infl ation.

There are no news headlines or 
hard government warnings such 
as: “Profi t surge causes infl ation,” 
or “Price hikes threaten economic 
recovery.”

When the RBA increased its offi  -
cial cash rate last week, the media 
simply reported: “RBA rates to rise 
0.25 per cent”. The next day the 
banks began announcing increases 
in mortgage rates and interest rates 
on personal and business loans. 
Again, their actions were simply 
reported as: “Banks pass on RBA 
rise.” No mention of what comes 
next or the impact it will have on 
living standards.

The private sector not only 
passes on the interest rate rise 
(which may not aff ect them imme-
diately) but by a whole lot more to 
boost profi ts. These price rises will 
drive up the Consumer Price Index 
(CPI), a measure of price infl ation 
and boost the profi ts of banks and 
big business. They are the cause 
of infl ation.

In a truly free market situation, 
raising interest rates and hence the 

cost of home and other loans (which 
fl ows on to rent) leaves people with 
less money to spend on goods and 
services. This reduces demand and 
so companies do not increase prices, 
and may even reduce prices.

But the good old days of free 
markets, with supply and demand 
dictating prices are long gone. They 
have been replaced by the domina-
tion of large monopolies and cartels 
operating across industries. When 
demand declines (people have less 
money to buy what is produced), 
they may decide it is more profi t-
able to raise the price and sell fewer 
products at a higher price.

When trade unions seek wage 
rises to cover the additional burden 
placed on workers and their families 
by higher interest rates and price 
rises, the media, business sector, 
and government, as one, come out 
strongly against their demands, 
warning that a “wages breakout 
would cause infl ation.”

They don’t oppose the interest 
rate rise, they don’t oppose the 
price rises. Apparently those rises 
are good for the economy, and 
governments shouldn’t “interfere.”

Workers’ wages did not cause 
the RBA increase, they did not cause 
the rise in home loan repayments 
and rental increases, nor did they 
cause the rise in the price of petrol, 
electricity, transport, medicines, 
health services, education, and 
other goods and services.

These price rises are directly 
related to private profi t gouging. 
The banks were forced to lower their 
interest rates during the fi nancial 
crisis and economic recession. The 
big banks and RBA openly admit 
their aim is to restore them to their 
“historical average”. The RBA gov-
ernor boasted to an international 
conference recently that in Australia 
the “lowest rate of return on equity 
earned among the major banks ... 
over the past two years was about 
10 per cent in underlying terms ...”!

Many workers saw their 
incomes fall over the past two years 
as they lost their jobs or had their 
hours and wages reduced. Trade 
unions in some instances negotiated 
shorter hours, non-work days and 
lower wages to assist businesses 
through the economic crisis. But 
when they ask for a wage rise of 
12 or 15 per cent over three years, 
they are portrayed as greedy and 
irresponsible, causing infl ation, 
threatening jobs, and the prosperity 
of the nation.

In reality, the interest rates 
charged by banks and other fi nan-
cial institutions are far higher than 
the offi  cial RBA cash rate – two, 
three, four or more times higher – 
and banks have on some occasions 

passed on larger increases than 
those determined by the RBA. The 
banks are raking it in, big business 
is on the rebound pushing up prices 
at every opportunity and workers 
seeking to catch up are blamed for 
infl ation, unemployment, and every 
other ill of the capitalist system.

The combination of rising 
prices and higher interest rates 
means workers, pensioners, and the 
unemployed can buy less with their 
income. This reduction in demand 
is what leads to industry operating 
below capacity and sacking workers. 
Not workers’ wage rises.

In pure economic terms rais-
ing wages and pensions stimulates 
demand, results in job growth and 
assists economic recovery. But more 

importantly, wage and pension 
increases are necessary to restore 
and improve living standards of the 
people. That should be the prime 
objective of the economic system 
– serving the needs and interests 
of the people, not private profi ts.

As the teachers, building, mari-
time, and other workers have found 
in their union campaigns for wage 
rises, they do not come without a 
huge struggle. Part of that struggle 
is to expose the myth that wage 
rises cause infl ation for what it is 
– an ideologically based lie used to 
suppress the struggle for workers’ 
rights. 

Australia

The facts about 
wage rises and inflation
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“We stand shoulder to shoulder”
WFTU declaration on May Day 2023

The World Federation of Trade Unions, 
the militant, class-oriented voice, rep-
resenting 105 million workers who 
live, work, and struggle in 133 coun-
tries of the 5 continents. The WFTU 
honours the 137th anniversary of the 
struggle of workers in Chicago in 1886 
that constituted a lasting milestone of 
the working class and a bright beacon 
for the struggles of today and tomor-
row in struggle for democratic rights, 
social security, free public health and 
education, a dignifi ed life.

Today the crisis of capitalism is deep-
ening over the length and breadth of the 
globe, resulting in the open violation of 
democratic and trade union rights, the 
deterioration of working and living condi-
tions, and the dramatic widening of social 
inequalities, poverty, and exploitation.

Big capital and its political representa-
tives are using the pretext of the capitalist 
crisis to launch attacks on even the most 
fundamental democratic and trade union 
rights, like the right to strike, to demon-
strate, and to organise. They do whatever 
they can to transfer the consequences of 
the crisis to the shoulders of the working 
class, the pensioners, the farmers, and to 
the poorer part of the self-employed.

The uncontrollable increase of prices; 
especially the prices of essential goods, as 
well as “energy poverty,” is another way 
to cut salaries and to protect and increase 
profi ts resulting in even more poverty and 
deterioration of the workers’ living stand-
ards. They once again want the peoples 
and the workers to pay for their crisis. But 
the workers are not willing to shoulder 
the bill. This message is loudly and clearly 
heard from more and more workplaces, 
from more and more countries.

WFTU affi  liates, in the militant spirit 
of the recent 18th congress we had in 
Rome one year ago, are at the forefront 
of these struggles at all levels: salary, 
employment, social security, health care, 
education, culture. We are strengthen-
ing our opposition against privatisation 
and anti-labour policies, we stand by the 
side of the struggling female worker, the 
one who suff ers from double exploitation 
fi ghting for equal rights at work, in soci-
ety, and life.

We stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the vulnerable parts of the workers’ class, 
demanding dignifi ed income for the 
under-employed workers, proper jobs for 
the unemployed, and decent pensions for 
the retired workers. We strengthen our 

militant actions to ensure all labour rights 
and freedoms, and the conventions to be 
implemented in practice instead of empty 
words.

These struggles are relentlessly 
and unwaveringly carried out despite 
the sharpening of state repression and 
authoritarianism.

In addition to the aftermaths of the 
COVID pandemic and the economic 
crisis, the bourgeoisie wants the working 
class to pay also the price of the impe-
rialist war of the US, NATO, EU with 
Russia in Ukraine. We reiterate our fi rm 
internationalist solidarity with the suf-
fering peoples. We demand the end of 
the war in Ukraine, the elimination of all 
the imperialist wars, the disengagement 
and dismantling of NATO and all military 
coalitions, and the abolition of nuclear 
weapons.

We intensify our struggle to ensure 
the right of peoples to live in peace and 
determine freely and independently their 
present and future. We fi ght to stop the 
economic wars and sanctions as a means 
of promotion of foreign imperialist inter-
ests in sovereign and independent coun-
tries. We call for an immediate end to the 
criminal embargoes against socialist Cuba 

and the continuous crime against the 
Palestinian people. Our most powerful 
weapons are INTERNATIONALISM and 
SOLIDARITY. No worker must feel alone.

The WFTU on the occasion of 2023 
International Workers Day conveys its 
warm, internationalist, militant, and class 
greetings to all struggling workers and 
to all militant trade unions that tirelessly 
and decisively conduct the daily fi ght for 
dignity, for the satisfaction of the contem-
porary need of the working class and the 
popular strata.

We intensify our common actions 
in every sector, in every country, in 
every continent, for the emancipation 
of the working class, to meet our own 
class interests and needs; against the 
root cause of poverty, misery, wars, and 
refugees; to build a just human-centred 
society with dignifi ed living and work-
ing conditions for every human being, a 
society free of the capitalist barbarity and 
man-by-man exploitation. 
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The Territory and Federal 
governments appear to have 
prioritised spending on roads 
that will benefi t the fracking 
industry at a time when many 
of the NT roads are in a state 
of disrepair following signifi -
cant natural disasters.

This year’s Territory budget 
shows $80 million in “new works” 
(Page 26), jointly funded by the 
federal and territory governments, 
for “gas industry roads” as part of 
a longer term $214.8 million sub-
sidy which began under the former 
Morrison government.

The $80 million for “gas indus-
try roads” appears to be the highest 
funding amount allocated to any 
Territory roads under “new works” 
for 2023-24, and is in addition to 
previous gas industry roads fund-
ing from 2022-23 which totalled 
$134 million.

The $214 million package 
for gas industry roads is also the 
highest ongoing roads allocation 
funding package for any of the 
Territory’s roads.

Protect Big Rivers Katherine 
spokesperson Dr Sam Phelan said, 
“While any road funding in our 
region is welcomed, to deliberately 
focus on these roads at the expense 
of others is really another subsidy 
for the fracking industry.

“We’re already seeing the nega-
tive impact of the fracking industry 
on our roads, and it’s so far only 
been for exploratory drilling. 

“Huge trucks used by the frack-
ing industry are ripping up public 
roads that were never built for such 
high volumes of traffi  c.

“This impact on our roads 
should not be subsidised by the 
taxpayer, and it defi nitely shouldn’t 
leach much needed funding away 

from repairing dangerous roads 
elsewhere in the Territory.

“Bad roads cost lives, and unfor-
tunately crashes due to the poor 
state of roads is a fact of life for 
many communities across the NT.

“The cost of climate change on 
Territory roads is evident follow-
ing massive fl ood events this year 
impacting the Barkly, Stuart, and 
Victoria Highways.

“The Territorian and Austral-
ian public must not be forced to 
subsidise the fracking industry’s 
destruction of public roads at a time 
when climate events, caused by the 
burning of fossil fuels, is reaping 
havoc across our road network, 
and tragically costing lives in the 
Territory.” 

NT: Gas industry 
gets biggest slice

Oakey Coal Action Alliance, which is committed to saving the 
groundwater relied on by Darling Downs farmers in Queensland 
from the New Acland coal mine, launched a new legal challenge 
last week against the stage 3 expansion. Represented by the 
Environmental Defenders Offi ce, OCAA is challenging the 
Queensland government’s decision to grant an associated water 
licence to New Acland in the Land Court. OCAA has also sought 
an undertaking from New Acland Coal that it will not exercise its 
entitlement under the associated water licence to take or interfere 
with groundwater until the challenge is decided. This is to prevent 
New Acland Coal from carrying out any operations, including the 
mining of coal, that could result in the taking or interference with 
groundwater, and to ensure no impacts to groundwater occur 
from those operations prior to the challenge being decided. If 
New Acland Coal does not provide this undertaking, OCAA 
will consider bringing an application for a stay to prevent New 
Acland Coal from acting on the associated water licence. OCAA 
secretary Paul King said, “The irreplaceable groundwater that 
sustains the Darling Downs agricultural region must be protected 
at all costs. The Queensland Palaszczuk government treated 
these farmers and the water they rely on with contempt when it 
granted the associated water licence to New Acland, so we are 
stepping in where the government has failed.”

Nurses across the public, private and aged care sectors spent 
International Nurses Day (May 12) refl ecting on their tireless 
efforts to provide quality care to patients, residents and local 
communities despite the current workforce challenges. NSW 
Nurses and Midwives’ Association General Secretary, Shaye 
Candish, said the day was an opportunity to recognise the 
essential contribution of nurses and pay tribute to nurses who 
speak up for change. “Over the last 12 months we’ve seen 
commitments from governments to deliver much needed changes 
in the aged care and public health sectors which will have an 
immense impact on our ability to provide the quality care patients 
and residents rightly deserve. This progress is thanks to nurses 
and midwives across NSW demanding better, and it highlights 
their vital role in advocating for improved healthcare for all.” 
Nurses have campaigned for evidence-based nurse-to-patient 
ratios for many years. They shouldered the brunt of the pandemic 
over three long years, and they’ve gone to extraordinary lengths 
to deliver patient-centred care, often to the detriment of their 
own health and wellbeing. This International Nurses Day was no 
different, with nurses and midwives taking protected industrial 
action for two-hours at two major Sydney private hospitals as 
they fi ght to secure safe staffi ng ratios and a fair pay rise that 
recognises their cost of living pressures. International Nurses Day 
is celebrated around the world on May 12 to mark the anniversary 
of Florence Nightingale’s birth and the contributions nurses make 
to healthcare.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: The latest fi gures from the Australian 
Institute of Health and Welfare show that each year 39,300 
children and young people aged 15-24 come to homelessness 
services alone. Many cannot be safely reunited with family and 
need long term housing and support. And still more billions are 
being poured into the war machine.

Magela Creek, Kakadu National Park, Northern Territory. Photo: Geoff Whalan – fl ickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

Outsourcing’s 
shadow workforce

The Community and Public Sector Union 
(CPSU) says it is pleased to see that the Alba-
nese Labor government has uncovered the 
scale of outsourcing within the Australian 
Public Service (APS) that exploded under the 
former Liberal government. The union calls 
on the government to urgently take steps to 
address the grossly entrenched overreliance.

The former government imposed arbitrary staff  
caps across the APS which quickly reduced the number 
of APS employees and progressively created a shadow 
workforce that was doing the work of APS employees 
without the transparency, accountability, or security 
that comes with APS employment.

The CPSU has been a long-term critic of the use of 
arbitrary staffi  ng caps and the outsourcing of public 
sector work, including in recent days, given the adverse 
impacts it has on employees, workplaces, public serv-
ice delivery, and public confi dence in government.

Melissa Donnelly, CPSU National Secretary, said 
the APS Audit of Employment has revealed the level of 
the former Coalition government’s outsourcing addic-
tion and the true cost of that and the fi ndings shine a 
light on the issue the CPSU has been raising for years.

“This shadow workforce emerged under the former 
Liberal government because the work that keeps our 
country running has to be done despite the Liberal 
National party’s ideological and arbitrary staffi  ng 
caps. Instead of engaging APS employees, the previ-
ous government set up the shadow workforce where 
the only winners were labour hire companies and 
consulting fi rms.

“The fi nancial cost of this rampant outsourcing 
might be $21 billion, but the true cost is seen when 
you look at the adverse impacts this has had and is 
having on workplaces and public service delivery 
every single day.

“It is increasingly diffi  cult to understand what the 
argument is for maintaining this reliance on an inse-
cure and external workforce in the APS. Their engage-
ment in public sector work is bad for the budget, bad 
for workplaces and bad for public service delivery.

“The work of our public service is incredibly 
important, with many of our members bringing years 
of experience and expertise to their roles. The idea 
that they could be replaced by someone with little 
to no training, receiving often poor remuneration, 
and on an insecure agreement is laughable. But the 
consequences aren’t funny.”

The ongoing engagement of external providers in 
the public service continues to have adverse impacts 
on workplaces and public service delivery every single 
day, undermining APS capacity and capability.

“Change is desperately needed, and while there have 
been some positive changes, there is still a mountain 
of work to do to rebuild the APS.

“There must be further action to decrease the 
use of labour hire employees, contractors or consult-
ants within the APS matched by increases in public 
sector jobs.

“It is good to see in black and white the true extent 
of the outsourcing crisis, now it is time to tackle this 
problem head-on.” 
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Govt’s toxic plan 
for Timor Sea

The Federal government has 
announced plans to dump 
undisclosed amounts of radio-
active material, oil, and other 
toxins into the Timor Sea, just 
155 kilometres from the Indo-
nesian coast.

The decommissioning plan 
would see the massive fl oating 
oil and gas platform Northern 
Endeavour towed through Indo-
nesian waters to an “undisclosed 
location” in Asia to be scrapped. 
The plan acknowledges the risk of 
a major oil leak happening during 
this operation.

It appears the department is 
trying to avoid any scrutiny by 
quietly posting a call for submis-
sions on the plan in the lead up 
to the budget – with a deadline of 
12th May. No stakeholders were 
notifi ed, and no consultations have 
taken place.

Friends of the Earth Australia 
(FoEA) is demanding an urgent 
extension of that deadline, so 
stakeholders have time to digest 
the hundreds of pages of scientifi c 
documents, and to allow time for 
a proper public debate about the 
plans.

“This is outrageous,” FoEA 
Off shore Fossil Gas Campaigner 
Jeff  Waters said. “When fossil fuel 
companies need to decommission 
an asset, they are faced with strict 
guidelines, both for disposal and 
for consultation, from the industry 
regulator.

“Because the Northern Endeav-
our decommissioning is in the 
hands of the federal environment 
department, it appears all those 
safety guidelines go out the window.

“World’s best practice is for 
these old and fi lthy platforms to be 
taken to an onshore breaking and 
recycling yard, where toxic waste 
is stopped from leeching into the 
environment.

“Friends of the Earth is 
demanding that the deadline for 
submissions be urgently extended 
or reopened, and that no nuclear 
material or other toxins are allowed 
to be dumped into the sea.”

Waters said that the platform 
should be towed to safe Australian 
waters and maintained until it can 
be recycled on shore.

“The Australian taxpayer is 
facing a $60-$80 billion bill for 
decommissioning over coming 
years, and dedicated recycling 
centres are needed to process the 
fourteen Sydney Harbour Bridges 
worth of steel that the industry 
wants to dump on the sea fl oor.”

BACKGROUND
The federal government has 

announced plans for decommis-
sioning the Northern Endeavour 
fl oating oil and gas platform in the 
Timor Sea.

The plans include the disposal 
of undisclosed amounts of radioac-
tive material, including uranium 
and thorium, as well as oil, and 
other hydrocarbons, mercury, and 
other toxins into the sea 155 kilo-
metres off  the coast of Indonesia 
and Timor Leste.

While acknowledging the risk 
of a major oil spill during the proc-
ess, the government then plans to 
tow the fl oating platform close to 
the coasts of several Indonesian 
islands to an undisclosed Asian 
location, which we fear will be a 
fi lthy breaking yard with few labour 
or environmental standards.

The government announced 
this plan as the media was concen-
trating on the budget, and public 
submissions closed on Friday, 15th 
May. No stakeholders were told or 
consulted. In spite of the National 
Off shore Petroleum Safety and Envi-
ronmental Management Author-
ity’s (NOPSEMA) new guidelines 
following the Barossa decision, no 
traditional owners have been con-
sulted. [Control of the decommis-
sioning of the Northern Endeavour 
is in the hands of the Environment 
Minister and not NOPSEMA, which 
is the industry watchdog].

In our submission, FoEA will 
be asking for the following:
• FoEA demands an extension 

of the deadline for submissions 
to this plan. Given the long 
and complex nature of the 
plan and its appendices. Nine 
working days (during the 
budget period) is not suffi  cient 
time for stakeholders to digest 

the information and form an 
adequate response.

• The department should 
be compelled to alert 
stakeholders and to conduct 
meaningful consultation with 
Traditional Owners and other 
stakeholders, particularly in 
light of the Barossa decision 
and subsequent changes 
to NOPSEMA’s guidelines. 
This consultation should 
also include the traditional 
owners of Timor Island and the 
governments of Indonesia and 
Timor Leste.

• No toxins, radioactive or 
otherwise, should be dumped 
in the ocean. World’s best 
practice sees off shore assets 
recycled in a dedicated yard 
which allows for no seepage of 
toxins into the environment.

• All radioactive material should 
be disposed of onshore in 
dedicated facilities under 
the supervision of relevant 
authorities.

• The Northern Endeavour 
should not be towed to a 
foreign breaking yard where 
environmental standards and 
working conditions are lower 
than in Australia.

• The Northern Endeavour 
should be towed to a safe 
location in Australian waters 
and maintained until dedicated 
off shore asset recycling centres 
are constructed in Australia.

• The temporary 
decommissioning levy should 
be extended and increased so as 
to pay for world-best-practice 
decommissioning and recycling 
facilities in Australia to cater 
for the Northern Endeavour 
and the $60-$80 billion cost 
of decommissioning off shore 
legacy assets. 

The oil and gas platform Northern Endeavour. (Photo: Boiling Cold)
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There is always money for the military, no matter how bad the 
budget bottom line is.

The Federal government plans to spend about one trillion dollars 
on eight nuclear submarines, but cannot fi nd a few billion to 
properly deal with the economic, social, and environmental crises 
we are facing.

The recent Federal budget announced $4.1 billion over the next 
four years for long-range missiles, $3.8 billion for “northern base 
infrastructure,” $900 million for “defence innovation,” and $400 
million for a new bonus to defence personnel.

The budget makes it clear that military spending will increase 
from $49 billion to $52.5 billion in the 2023-24 budget and to 
$57.6 billion within four years. This is an increase from 1.93 to 
more than 2.3 per cent of GDP in a decade.

However, this is peanuts compared to the eye watering amounts 
of money to be squandered on AUKUS.

The US-UK-Australia AUKUS nuclear submarine pact will 
subsidise US and UK shipyards and arms corporations to the 
tune of $368 billion dollars – $32 million a day for 32 years.

A Parliamentary Budget Offi ce (PBO) analysis, requested by 
the Greens, has revealed there is an additional $122 billion for a 
separate 50 per cent contingency fund. This means the real cost 
is going to be closer to half a trillion dollars.

The Federal government has admitted it has no idea how much 
the total cost of the AUKUS program will be.

“The total costs associated with the program will not be known 
until design and production processes are settled and commercial 
and other arrangements are fi nalised between governments and 
delivery partners,” a Defence Department statement says.

Defence Minister Marles has given the military a blank cheque, 
saying: “It’s going to be more, but how much more is impossible 
to say at this point.”

It is possible, however, to say how very much the government has 
already decided to spend on munitions that will make Australians 
poorer, but not safer.

The Budget includes $4.5 billion – $483 million a year for 10 
years – for a new Australian Submarine Agency that will manage 
the nuclear submarine program.

Included in this cost is $15.3 million to establish a body “to 
provide independent assurance ... through periodic health checks 
and proactive advice.”

The Health Department will get $3.1 million to “provide radiation 
health and safety advice.”

Setting up a new Australian Nuclear-Powered Submarine Safety 
Regulator and developing non-proliferation safeguards with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency will cost $87.2 million over 
two years.

$127.3 million over four years has been allocated to create 4000 
new university places to build the skills needed for AUKUS. Also 
on the agenda are plans for the recruitment of tens of thousands 
more people, in and out of uniform, to sustain the war machine.

Over the next two years the government plans to spend $2.4 
million on developing international treaties and $52.7 million on 
providing Foreign Affairs with “international policy advice and 
diplomatic support.”

A ridiculously small $5.2 million over two years has been 
allocated to manage the nuclear waste from the submarines with 
unknown technologies at an undecided location.

Dwight Eisenhower’s 1953 warning that militarisation costs a 
society not just money but also “the sweat of its labourers, the 
genius of its scientists, the hopes of its children” remains true.

He said: “Every gun that is made, every warship launched, every 
rocket fi red signifi es, in the fi nal sense, a theft from those who 
hunger and are not fed, those who are cold and not clothed ... . 
The cost of one modern heavy bomber is this: a modern brick 
school in more than 30 cities ... . It is two fi ne, fully equipped 
hospitals ... . We pay for a single destroyer with new homes that 
could have housed more than 8,000 people.”

We need to build a huge people’s peace movement to get 
AUKUS cancelled and to give Australians a peace budget for a 
sustainable future.

PEACE NOTES

Portable bond scheme
The NSW Council of Social Services (NCOSS) 
“broadly supports” the state government’s Bill 
in Parliament to better protect renters, but has 
expressed concern around some components. 
NCOSS Acting CEO Ben McAlpine said the port-
able bonds scheme would make a real diff er-
ence for NSW renters if implemented properly.

“The situation where you need to fork out a bond 
for the next rental while waiting for a refund from 
your existing one is simply untenable for low income 
households,” McAlpine said. “It acts as a fi nancial 
barrier to moving to a more suitable house, and adds 
to the signifi cant fi nancial pressure of moving house.

“A portable bond scheme will reduce stress and 
strain on renters, so we are pleased to see this sensible 

measure included in the Bill.” However, McAlpine 
expressed concern around the move to require rental 
agents to notify applicants of off ers higher than the 
advertised price, and said this could actually push 
prices higher.”

McAlpine warned of the potential consequences, 
that disclosing a higher off er to every applicant would 
result in a bidding war that knocks out candidates.

The research shows the devastating reality of 
poverty in NSW right now, and those in the private 
rental market are bearing the brunt of it, McAlpine 
said. “The Federal Budget only marginally increased 
JobSeeker payments, which puts more pressure on 
the NSW government to take urgent action to further 
support unemployed and low-income families.” 
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The coming war: T
John Pilger

In 1935, the Congress of American 
Writers was held in New York City, fol-
lowed by another two years later. They 
called on “the hundreds of poets, nov-
elists, dramatists, critics, short story 
writers, and journalists” to discuss the 
“rapid crumbling of capitalism” and 
the beckoning of another war. They 
were electric events which, according 
to one account, were attended by 3500 
members of the public, with more than 
a thousand turned away.

Arthur Miller, Myra Page, Lillian Hell-
man, and Dashiell Hammett warned that 
fascism was rising, often disguised, and 
the responsibility lay with writers and jour-
nalists to speak out. Telegrams of support 
from Thomas Mann, John Steinbeck, Ernest 
Hemingway, C Day Lewis, Upton Sinclair, 
and Albert Einstein were read out.

The journalist and novelist Martha Gell-
horn spoke up for the homeless and unem-
ployed, and “all of us under the shadow of 
violent great power.”

Martha, who became a close friend, told 
me later over her customary glass of Famous 
Grouse and soda: “The responsibility I felt as 
a journalist was immense. I had witnessed 
the injustices and suff ering delivered by the 
Depression, and I knew, we all knew, what 
was coming if silences were not broken.”

Her words echo across the silences today: 
they are silences fi lled with a consensus of 
propaganda that contaminates almost every-
thing we read, see and hear. Let me give you 
one example:

On 7th March, the two oldest newspapers 
in Australia, the Sydney Morning Herald 
and The Age, published several pages on 
“the looming threat” of China. They coloured 
the Pacifi c Ocean red. Chinese eyes were 
martial, on the march and menacing. The 
Yellow Peril was about to fall down as if by 
the weight of gravity.

No logical reason was given for an attack 
on Australia by China. A “panel of experts” 
presented no credible evidence: one of 
them is a former director of the Australian 
Strategic Policy Institute, a front for the 
Defence Department in Canberra, the Pen-
tagon in Washington, the governments of 
Britain, Japan, and Taiwan and the west’s 
war industry.

“Beijing could strike within three years,” 
they warned. “We are not ready.” Billions of 
dollars are to be spent on American nuclear 
submarines, but that, it seems, is not enough. 
“Australia’s holiday from history is over”: 
whatever that might mean.

There is no threat to Australia, none. The 
faraway “lucky” country has no enemies, least 
of all China, its largest trading partner. Yet 
China-bashing that draws on Australia’s long 
history of racism towards Asia has become 
something of a sport for the self-ordained 
“experts.” What do Chinese-Australians 
make of this? Many are confused and fearful.

The authors of this grotesque piece of 
dog-whistling and obsequiousness to Ameri-
can power are Peter Hartcher and Matthew 
Knott, “national security reporters” I think 
they are called. I remember Hartcher from 
his Israeli government-paid jaunts. The other 
one, Knott, is a mouthpiece for the suits in 
Canberra. Neither has ever seen a war zone 
and its extremes of human degradation and 
suff ering.

AUTHORITARIAN POWER
“How did it come to this?” Martha Gell-

horn would say if she were here. “Where on 
earth are the voices saying no? Where is the 
comradeship?”

The voices are heard in the samizdat of 
this website and others. In literature, the likes 
of John Steinbeck, Carson McCullers, George 
Orwell are obsolete. Liberalism has pulled up 
its political ladder. A once somnolent social 
democracy, Australia, has enacted a web of 
new laws protecting secretive, authoritarian 
power and preventing the right to know. 
Whistleblowers are outlaws, to be tried in 
secret. An especially sinister law bans “foreign 
interference” by those who work for foreign 
companies. What does this mean?

Democracy is notional now; there is the 
all-powerful elite of the corporation merged 
with the state and the demands of “identity.” 
American admirals are paid thousands of 
dollars a day by the Australian tax payer for 
“advice.” Right across the West, our politi-
cal imagination has been pacifi ed by PR and 
distracted by the intrigues of corrupt, ultra 
low-rent politicians: a Johnson or a Trump 
or a Sleepy Joe or a Zelensky.

No writers’ congress in 2023 worries 
about “crumbling capitalism” and the lethal 
provocations of “our” leaders. The most 
infamous of these, Tony Blair, a prima facie 
criminal under the Nuremberg Standard, 
is free and rich. Julian Assange, who dared 
journalists to prove their readers had a 
right to know, is in his second decade of 
incarceration.

The rise of fascism in Europe is uncontro-
versial. Or “neo-Nazism” or “extreme nation-
alism,” as you prefer. Ukraine as modern 
Europe’s fascist beehive has seen the re-
emergence of the cult of Stepan Bandera, the 
passionate anti-Semite and mass murderer 
who lauded Hitler’s “Jewish policy,” which 
left 1.5 million Ukrainian Jews slaughtered. 
“We will lay your heads at Hitler’s feet,” a 
Banderist pamphlet proclaimed to Ukrain-
ian Jews.

Today, Bandera is hero-worshipped in 
western Ukraine and scores of statues of 
him and his fellow-fascists have been paid 
for by the EU and the US, replacing those 
of Russian cultural giants and others who 
liberated Ukraine from the original Nazis.

In 2014, neo Nazis played a key role in 
an American bankrolled coup against the 
elected president, Viktor Yanukovych, who 
was accused of being “pro-Moscow.” The 
coup regime included prominent “extreme 
nationalists” – Nazis in all but name.

UKRAINE NAZIS
At fi rst, this was reported at length by the 

BBC and the European and American media. 
In 2019, Time magazine featured the “white 
supremacist militias” active in Ukraine. NBC 
News reported, “Ukraine’s Nazi problem is 
real.” The immolation of trade unionists in 
Odessa was fi lmed and documented.

Spearheaded by the Azov regiment, 
whose insignia, the “Wolfsangel,” was made 
infamous by the German SS, Ukraine’s mili-
tary invaded the eastern, Russian-speaking 
Donbas region. According to the United 
Nations 14,000 in the east were killed. Seven 
years later, with the Minsk peace conferences 
sabotaged by the West, as Angela Merkel 
confessed, the Red Army invaded.

This version of events was not reported 

in the West. To even utter it is to bring down 
abuse about being a “Putin apologist,” regard-
less whether the writer (such as myself) has 
condemned the Russian invasion. Under-
standing the extreme provocation that a 
NATO-armed borderland, Ukraine, the same 
borderland through which Hitler invaded, 
presented to Moscow, is anathema.

Journalists who travelled to the Donbas 
were silenced or even hounded in their own 
country. German journalist Patrik Baab 
lost his job and a young German freelance 
reporter, Alina Lipp, had her bank account 
sequestered.

THE SILENCE OF 
INTIMIDATION

In Britain, the silence of the liberal intel-
ligentsia is the silence of intimidation. State-
sponsored issues like Ukraine and Israel are 
to be avoided if you want to keep a campus 
job or a teaching tenure. What happened 
to Jeremy Corbyn in 2019 is repeated on 
campuses where opponents of apartheid 
Israel are casually smeared as anti-Semitic.

Professor David Miller, ironically the 
country’s leading authority on modern propa-
ganda, was sacked by Bristol University for 
suggesting publicly that Israel’s “assets” in 
Britain and its political lobbying exerted a 
disproportionate infl uence worldwide – a 
fact for which the evidence is voluminous.

The university hired a leading QC to 
investigate the case independently. His report 
exonerated Miller on the “important issue of 
academic freedom of expression” and found 
“Professor Miller’s comments did not con-
stitute unlawful speech.” Yet Bristol sacked 
him. The message is clear: no matter what 
outrage it perpetrates, Israel has immunity 
and its critics are to be punished.

A few years ago, Terry Eagleton, then 
professor of English literature at Manchester 
University, reckoned that “for the fi rst time 
in two centuries, there is no eminent Brit-
ish poet, playwright, or novelist prepared 
to question the foundations of the western 
way of life.”

No Shelley spoke for the poor, no Blake 
for utopian dreams, no Byron damned the 
corruption of the ruling class, no Thomas 
Carlyle and John Ruskin revealed the moral 
disaster of capitalism. William Morris, Oscar 
Wilde, HG Wells, George Bernard Shaw 
had no equivalents today. Harold Pinter 
was alive then, “the last to raise his voice,” 
wrote Eagleton.

Where did post-modernism – the rejec-
tion of actual politics and authentic dissent 
– come from? The publication in 1970 of 
Charles Reich’s bestselling book, The Green-
ing of America, off ers a clue. America then 
was in a state of upheaval; Nixon was in 
the White House, a civil resistance, known 
as “the movement,” had burst out of the 
margins of society in the midst of a war 
that touched almost everybody. In alliance 
with the civil rights movement, it presented 
the most serious challenge to Washington’s 
power for a century.

On the cover of Reich’s book were these 
words: “There is a revolution coming. It will 
not be like revolutions of the past. It will 
originate with the individual.”

At the time I was a correspondent in the 
United States and recall the overnight eleva-
tion to guru status of Reich, a young Yale 
academic. The New Yorker had sensationally 

serialised his book, whose message was that 
the “political action and truth-telling” of 
the 1960s had failed and only “culture and 
introspection” would change the world. It felt 
as if hippydom was claiming the consumer 
classes. And in one sense it was.

Within a few years, the cult of “me-ism” 
had all but overwhelmed many people’s 
sense of acting together, of social justice 
and internationalism. Class, gender, and 
race were separated. The personal was the 
political and the media was the message. 
Make money, it said.

As for “the movement,” its hope and 
songs, the years of Ronald Reagan and Bill 
Clinton put an end to all that. The police 
were now in open war with black people; 
Clinton’s notorious welfare bills broke world 
records in the number of mostly blacks they 
sent to jail.

When 9/11 happened, the fabrication of 
new “threats” on “America’s frontier” (as the 
Project for a New American Century called 
the world) completed the political disorien-
tation of those who, 20 years earlier, would 
have formed a vehement opposition.

AT WAR WITH THE WORLD
In the years since, America has gone to 

war with the world. According to a largely 
ignored report by the Physicians for Social 
Responsibility, Physicians for Global Sur-
vival and the Nobel Prize-winning Inter-
national Physicians for the Prevention of 
Nuclear War, the number killed in America’s 
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Chinese eyes were martial, 
on the march and menacing.
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Time to speak out

“war on terror” was “at least” 1.3 million in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, and Pakistan.

This fi gure does not include the dead of 
US-led and fuelled wars in Yemen, Libya, 
Syria, Somalia, and beyond. The true fi gure, 
said the report, “could well be in excess of 2 
million [or] approximately 10 times greater 
than that of which the public, experts and 
decision makers are aware and [is] propa-
gated by the media and major NGOS”.

“At least” one million were killed in 
Iraq, say the physicians, or fi ve per cent of 
the population.

THE FOURTH ESTATE
The enormity of this violence and suf-

fering seems to have no place in the western 
consciousness. “No one knows how many” 
is the media refrain. Blair and George W 
Bush – and Straw and Cheney and Powell 
and Rumsfeld et al – were never in danger 
of prosecution. Blair’s propaganda maestro, 
Alistair Campbell, is celebrated as a “media 
personality.”

In 2003, I fi lmed an interview in Wash-
ington with Charles Lewis, the acclaimed 
investigative journalist. We discussed the 
invasion of Iraq a few months earlier. I asked 
him, “What if the constitutionally freest 
media in the world had seriously challenged 
George W Bush and Donald Rumsfeld and 
investigated their claims, instead of spreading 
what turned out to be crude propaganda?”

He replied. “If we journalists had done 
our job, there is a very, very good chance we 
would have not gone to war in Iraq.”

I put the same question to Dan Rather, 
the famous CBS anchor, who gave me the 
same answer. David Rose of the Observer, 
who had promoted Saddam Hussein’s 
“threat,” and Rageh Omaar, then the BBC’s 
Iraq correspondent, gave me the same 
answer. Rose’s admirable contrition at having 
been “duped,” spoke for many reporters 
bereft of his courage to say so.

Their point is worth repeating. Had jour-
nalists done their job, had they questioned 
and investigated the propaganda instead of 
amplifying it, a million Iraqi men, women, 
and children might be alive today; millions 
might not have fl ed their homes; the sectar-
ian war between Sunni and Shia might not 
have ignited, and Islamic State might not 
have existed.

Cast that truth across the rapacious wars 
since 1945 ignited by the United States and 
its “allies” and the conclusion is breathtak-
ing. Is this ever raised in journalism schools?

Today, war by media is a key task of so-
called mainstream journalism, reminiscent 
of that described by a Nuremberg prosecutor 
in 1945: “Before each major aggression, with 
some few exceptions based on expediency, 
they initiated a press campaign calculated 
to weaken their victims and to prepare the 
German people psychologically ... . In the 
propaganda system ...  it was the daily press 
and the radio that were the most important 
weapons.”

One of the persistent strands in Ameri-
can political life is a cultish extremism that 
approaches fascism. Although Trump was 

credited with this, it was during Obama’s two 
terms that American foreign policy fl irted 
seriously with fascism. This was almost 
never reported.

“I believe in American exceptionalism 
with every fi bre of my being,” said Obama, 
who expanded a favourite presidential pas-
time, bombing, and death squads known as 
“special operations” as no other president 
had done since the fi rst Cold War.

According to a Council on Foreign 
Relations survey, in 2016 Obama dropped 
26,171 bombs. That is 72 bombs every day. 
He bombed the poorest people and people 
of colour: in Afghanistan, Libya, Yemen, 
Somalia, Syria, Iraq, Pakistan.

Every Tuesday – reported the New York 
Times – he personally selected those who 
would be murdered by hellfi re missiles fi red 
from drones. Weddings, funerals, shepherds 
were attacked, along with those attempting 
to collect the body parts festooning the “ter-
rorist target.”

A leading Republican senator, Lind-
sey Graham, estimated, approvingly, that 
Obama’s drones had killed 4700 people. 
“Sometimes you hit innocent people and 
I hate that,” he said, “but we’ve taken out 
some very senior members of Al Qaeda.”

LIES UPON LIES
In 2011, Obama told the media that the 

Libyan president Muammar Gaddafi  was 
planning “genocide” against his own people. 
“We knew ... ,” he said, “that if we waited 
one more day, Benghazi, a city the size of 
Charlotte [North Carolina], could suff er 
a massacre that would have reverberated 
across the region and stained the conscience 
of the world.”

This was a lie. The only “threat” was 
the coming defeat of fanatical Islamists by 
Libyan government forces. With his plans 
for a revival of independent pan-Africanism, 
an African bank and African currency, all 
of it funded by Libyan oil, Gaddafi  was cast 
as an enemy of western colonialism on the 
continent in which Libya was the second 
most modern state.

Destroying Gaddafi ’s “threat” and his 
modern state was the aim. Backed by the 
US, Britain, and France, NATO launched 
9700 sorties against Libya. A third were 
aimed at infrastructure and civilian targets, 
reported the UN. Uranium warheads were 
used; the cities of Misurata and Sirte were 
carpet-bombed. The Red Cross identifi ed 
mass graves, and UNICEF reported that 
“most [of the children killed] were under 
the age of ten.”

When Hillary Clinton, Obama’s secre-
tary of state, was told that Gaddafi  had been 
captured by the insurrectionists and sodo-
mised with a knife, she laughed and said to 
the camera: “We came, we saw, he died!”

On 14th September 2016, the House of 
Commons Foreign Aff airs Committee in 
London reported the conclusion of a year-long 
study into the NATO attack on Libya which 
it described as an “array of lies” – including 
the Benghazi massacre story.

The NATO bombing plunged Libya into 
a humanitarian disaster, killing thousands of 
people and displacing hundreds of thousands 
more, transforming Libya from the African 
country with the highest standard of living 
into a war-torn failed state.

Under Obama, the US extended secret 
“special forces” operations to 138 countries, 

or 70 per cent of the world’s population. The 
fi rst African-American president launched 
what amounted to a full-scale invasion of 
Africa.

Reminiscent of the Scramble for Africa 
in the 19th century, the US African Com-
mand (Africom) has since built a network 
of supplicants among collaborative African 
regimes eager for American bribes and 
armaments. Africom’s “soldier to soldier” 
doctrine embeds US offi  cers at every level 
of command from general to warrant offi  cer. 
Only pith helmets are missing.

It is as if Africa’s proud history of lib-
eration, from Patrice Lumumba to Nelson 
Mandela, has been consigned to oblivion 
by a new white master’s black colonial elite. 
This elite’s “historic mission,” warned the 
knowing Frantz Fanon, is the promotion of 
“a capitalism rampant though camoufl aged.”

INDO-PACIFIC
In the year NATO invaded Libya, 2011, 

Obama announced what became known as 
the “pivot to Asia.” Almost two-thirds of US 
naval forces would be transferred to the Asia-
Pacifi c to “confront the threat from China,” 
in the words of his Defence Secretary.

There was no threat from China; there 
was a threat to China from the United States; 
some 400 American military bases formed an 
arc along the rim of China’s industrial heart-
lands, which a Pentagon offi  cial described 
approvingly as a “noose.”

At the same time, Obama placed missiles 
in Eastern Europe aimed at Russia. It was 
the beatifi ed recipient of the Nobel Peace 
Prize who increased spending on nuclear 
warheads to a level higher than that of any 
US administration since the Cold War – 
having promised, in an emotional speech 
in the centre of Prague in 2009, to “help rid 
the world of nuclear weapons.”

Obama and his administration knew full 
well that the coup his assistant secretary of 
state, Patricia Nuland, was sent to oversee 
against the government of Ukraine in 2014 
would provoke a Russian response and prob-
ably lead to war. And so it has.

I am writing this on 30th April, the anni-
versary of the last day of the longest war of 
the twentieth century, in Vietnam, which I 
reported. I was very young when I arrived in 
Saigon and I learned a great deal. I learned to 
recognise the distinctive drone of the engines 
of giant B-52s, which dropped their carnage 
from above the clouds and spared nothing 
and no one; I learned not to turn away when 
faced with a charred tree festooned with 
human parts; I learned to value kindness as 
never before; I learned that Joseph Heller 
was right in his masterly Catch-22: that war 
was not suited to sane people; and I learned 
about “our” propaganda.

All through that war, the propaganda said 
a victorious Vietnam would spread its com-
munist disease to the rest of Asia, allowing 
the Great Yellow Peril to its north to sweep 
down. Countries would fall like “dominoes.”

Ho Chi Minh’s Vietnam was victorious, 
and none of the above happened. Instead, 
Vietnamese civilisation blossomed, remark-
ably, in spite of the price they paid: three 
million dead. The maimed, the deformed, 
the addicted, the poisoned, the lost.

If the current propagandists get their war 
with China, this will be a fraction of what is 
to come. Speak up. 

War by media ... a key task 
of mainstream journalism.
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Op-ed: Joko Widodo 
no longer deserves support

Indonesia: as an institution 
that once supported Joko 
Widodo (Jokowi), Indo-
PROGRESS, can no long-
er remain silent. It is worth 
emphasising that Jokowi’s 
government has failed in serv-
ing the people. We are fed up 
with his anti-people policies 
and his disregard for democ-
racy and human rights. 

This anti-people policy can be 
seen through the Job Creation Law 
that Jokowi signed in November 
2020. The Constitutional Court 
(MK) stated that the regulation 
was fl awed and had to be corrected 
within two years. Instead of comply-
ing with the order, Jokowi issued 
a government Regulation to create 
the same law. 

This law has laid the red carpet 
for investment (foreign and domes-
tic) and created jobs through a 
low-wage regime. The rights of 
workers were stripped away so 
that companies are more free to 
exploit them. To attract investment, 
this law also makes it easier for 
companies to explore and exploit 
the environment; something that 
endangers Indonesia’s already 
fragile ecological balance. In short, 
this rule is a blatant betrayal of 
the people, and therefore must be 
repealed immediately! 

The weakening of the Corrup-
tion Eradication Commission (KPK) 
is another example showing that 
eff orts to achieve people’s welfare 
have never been the concern of the 
Jokowi government. The Jokowi 
administration deliberately under-
mined one of the few institutions 
that has been relatively eff ective in 
fi ghting corruption, by reducing its 
powers and manipulating the elec-
tion of its leadership and members 
so that those loyal to the govern-
ment were elected. This move has 
seriously hampered the KPK’s 
ability to do its job, and is a clear 
indication that Jokowi is not seri-
ous about fi ghting corruption. He is 

no diff erent from his predecessor, 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono, who 
started eff orts to weaken the KPK 
when his brother was arrested for 
corruption. 

Furthermore, the Jokowi 
administration has narrowed the 
democratic space. The COVID-19 
pandemic was used as an excuse 
to limit freedom of speech and 
assembly, instead of taking it seri-
ously. This is not the behaviour of 
a democratic government, and is 
therefore unacceptable. The Elec-
tronic Information and Transaction 
Law (ITE) is one of the instruments 
that is often used to silence criti-
cism and dissent. This law, which 
was originally meant to fi ght cyber-
crime, has been used to arrest 
and jail journalists, activists, and 
ordinary citizens who criticise the 
government. Amnesty International 

Indonesia noted that there were 
316 cases of abuse of the ITE Law 
during the period January 2019 up 
to May 2022. The formulation of 
vague and rubbery articles allows 
it to be used as a justifi cation in 
suppressing freedom of expression 
and suppressing dissent. This is a 
clear violation of citizens’ rights to 
freedom of speech and freedom of 
the press. 

The inadequate response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic is another 
reason for us to voice out loud our 
disgust with Jokowi’s government. 
It has allowed millions of people 
to fall into poverty and struggle to 
make ends meet without the sup-
port of an adequate social safety 
net in dealing with a pandemic. On 
the other hand, they are required 
to comply with health protocols 
that clearly limit their freedom in 

making a living. This is tantamount 
to slowly killing the poor. Jokowi 
is responsible here! However, 
of course, the chaos in handling 
the pandemic is not because the 
Jokowi government is incapable, 
but because it really has no inter-
est in dealing with it seriously even 
though he stated otherwise. For the 
Jokowi government, the pandemic 
is not a problem that needs to be 
overcome, but an opportunity that 
can be exploited for the accumula-
tion of capital and power. The pan-
demic has been used as a pretext 
for suppressing criticism, passing 
many problematic regulations and 
stealing people’s money, including 
through corruption in social assist-
ance funds! With all that, Jokowi’s 
government has gone too far! 

What Indonesia needs now is a 
pro-people government. Economic 

redistribution, environmental pro-
tection, and guarantees of respect 
for and protection of human rights 
must be at the forefront of the gov-
ernment’s agenda. Jokowi actually 
has that mandate. Jokowi’s initial 
campaign in 2014 is still fresh in 
our memories. He promised to 
prioritise the interests of the people 
and promote democracy and human 
rights. However, once in power, his 
government moved to betray those 
campaign promises.

Regarding the settlement of 
cases of past human rights viola-
tions, Jokowi simply acknowledged 
that this had happened but did not 
uphold justice through the courts 
and reveal the truth. Jokowi’s policy 
prioritises the interests of the oli-
garchy rather than the interests of 
the people. 

Communist Party of Chile: Save Democracy!
Chilean Communists have warned that 
their country’s democracy is in danger 
after the right, including the extrem-
ist Republican Party, won 33 of the 50 
seats on the body that will draft a new 
constitution.

Communist Party of Chile candidates 
received 8 per cent of the vote in the elections, 
winning two seats on the new Constitutional 
Commission.

Communist Party president Guillermo 
Teillier said: “There is a risk to the democratic 

future of the country. Our councillors will 
have to do their best.

“It will be a tough battle. We will be very 
attentive to how the situation develops in 
order to make decisions in the course of 
the process.”

It is now the job of Communists “to con-
tribute to the government in this diffi  cult time 
and to contribute as much as possible to save 
the program that the right-wing intends to 
defi nitively sink,” he said.

Teillier pointed out that the Communists 

“are the third most voted-for party in the 
country,” adding, “This is remarkable in the 
face of a fi erce anti-communist campaign, 
with a lot of corporate funding and a whole 
battery of communication.”

Some 21 per cent of the votes cast were 
discarded as “spoiled.” That represents a large 
number of votes out of a total of 15 million 
cast in a country where voting is compulsory.

Teillier said this was “a considerable 
fi gure that needs to be carefully observed,” 
adding that “if these so-called left-wing forces 

had voted with the left, the result would have 
been diff erent.”

The election has been seen as a defeat 
for the center-left government of President 
Gabriel Boric.

“There is no doubt that the government 
is in a complicated situation, but it must 
continue to govern, in a joint eff ort with the 
parties,” Teillier said. 

Jokowi welcomes Malcolm Turnbull to Jakarta, November 2015. Photo: DFAT / Ferdi Oktaviano – fl ickr.com (CC BY 2.0).

Dimitris Koutsoumbas: 
The vote for the KKE is a vote of hope and optimism 
to strengthen the struggle for a better life overall!

On Monday 16th May, the GS 
of the CC of the KKE (Communist 
Party of Greece), Dimitris 
Koutsoumbas, delivered a 
speech at a mass political rally 
in Thessaloniki. An excerpt from 
his speech reads as follows:

“During this pre-election peri-
od, an optimistic message is 

emerging from all over Greece: 
There are many more peo-
ple, who, with a clearer mind, 
draw broader conclusions; 
who understand that what we 
have experienced, especially 
in recent years, was not acci-
dental. They see more clearly 
that everything that has hurt 
our people is connected by the 
same thread. More people are 

beginning to believe in their 
own power, to see that in 
order to improve our lives, it 
takes more than just looking 
for the least worst option that 
will ultimately turn out to be 
worse than the last one.

Everywhere we meet with tens 
of thousands of people, especially 
young people, who say that their 
dreams do not fit into a policy 

whose limits do not correspond 
to the potential of our time, but 
include “fi scal stability,” goals for 
the “investment grade” and, above 
all, the many profi ts of the few!

It is up to us, together, to make 
a diff erence, to express all this con-
cern, anger, indignation, questions, 
about what can be done, in a clear 
choice: The ballot paper of the KKE!

Above all, a vote for the KKE 

is a vote of hope and optimism to 
strengthen the struggle for a better 
life overall. It is the only vote that 
will take the wind out of their 
sails and give uplift to the people 
in a broad manner. It is the ballot 
paper with the hammer and sickle 
of hope, pride, and honesty. The 
ballot paper of the KKE.” 

International
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Book review

The upside 
of regicide

Gavin O’Toole

What better way to mark the coronation of 
King Charles III than to recall the execution 
of one of his predecessors, Charles I, as the 
crowning moment of a revolution?

That’s one aspect of author Jonathan Healey’s 
new book, The Blazing World: A New History of 
Revolutionary England.

The dethronement of Charles in 1649 ushered in 
an unprecedented experiment in republicanism amid 
extraordinary ideological ferment the likes of which 
England has not experienced since.

Given the accession of his namesake to the throne, 
it is tempting to make comparisons between the 17th 
century monarch and that of today. There are of course 
profound diff erences.

While Charles III embodies an institution that is 
both outdated and increasingly irrelevant, this was 
obviously not the case for his predecessor, whose 
absolutist disdain for an emergent Parliament stoked 
a civil war.

Another clear distinction was the religious back-
drop to Charles I’s reign, whose defi ning feature was 
the English Reformation. While the king’s eff orts to 
enforce religious uniformity can be understood in 
the context of dilemmas facing any ruler in a country 
experiencing a proliferation of new denominations, 
today Christianity is also largely irrelevant – even 
if Charles III has somehow still managed to irk the 
Anglican faithful.

Nonetheless, there are also similarities between 
then and now. First, the downfall of Charles I could 
not have occurred had he not been detached so com-
prehensively in mind and body from the commoners 
he was supposed to rule. The portrait Healey paints 
is of a haughty character given to strategic miscalcu-
lation whose unwillingness to compromise derived 
from a blind faith in exceptionalism.

The author writes: “Charles himself must carry 
much of the blame: He had been a stuff y authoritarian, 
but never ruthless enough to be a successful tyrant 
... . He was only ever successful at inspiring those 
who already agreed with him, and his pathological 
inability to understand his opponents’ position would 
cost him dear.”

Charles III – worth [$3.38 billion AUD] by the 
latest estimate – seems also to be detached from 
reality. He displays a similarly petulant need to be 
the centre of attention, unconstrained by conven-
tion, an unwillingness to acknowledge limited public 
appetite for his whims, and an addiction to applying 
undemocratic leverage to elected politicians.

Second, the revolution that overturned Charles 
I’s reign was fuelled by a novel politicisation of the 
population throughout the 1640s. The language 
of dissent was usually religious but often refl ected 
underlying political or class tensions. Oliver Cromwell 
himself later said: “Religion was not the thing at fi rst 
contested for.”

What chimes today is that this politicisation was 
fuelled by the extraordinarily rapid growth of new 
social media. The press and publishing expanded rap-
idly, as newspapers, tracts, booksellers, and freelance 
pamphleteers spreading “fugitive literature” popped 
up everywhere to stir an unruly people who were 
animated by populism in its original sense, namely, 
a belief in the popular origins of legitimate power.

Ferocious constitutional debates raged, and as 
Healey shows so eloquently, the ideological ferment 
was intensely radical, revealing the illegitimacy of 
monarchy and unleashing democratic demands, but 
also shaping utopian fantasies. A high point were the 
Putney Debates between Cromwell and mutinous 
Levellers in the now self-organised New Model Army 
over the political settlement that should follow Par-
liament’s triumph.

The author writes: “The revolution brought an 
extraordinary moment of ideological creativity. The 
monarchy had been the keystone to the entire social 
order, from politics to the family, but the regicide had 
the potential to bring all this crashing down.”

Yet the real protagonist of this period was not the 
great unwashed – who were, ultimately, just a volatile 
mob – but an increasingly self-conscious Parliament. 
The merit of Healey’s history is that, while our instinct 
is to focus on the monarchy and Lord Protector, what 
made this era so revolutionary was not solely the 
abolition of feudal governance, but elite eff orts to 
tame the beast they feared most, popular sovereignty.

For Parliament is at the heart of the 17th cen-
tury story at every turn, its own sovereign ambitions 
waxing and waning, the corruption, duplicity, and 
opportunism of its members a recurrent trait. And 
inevitably, Parliament would become the source of 
the counter-revolution.

At the end of the day, both Charles I and Cromwell 
expended most of their energies testing the boundaries 
of this parliamentary ambition, with the monarch’s 
execution a sideshow to a broader struggle for power.

It would be the Lord Protector’s provincial con-
servatism that then spiked the revolutionary can-
nons: Cromwell challenged the political, but not the 
social, order.

As a result, his death bequeathed a power vacuum 
that a by then conservative Parliament simply stepped 
forward to fi ll. If republicanism was suff ocated at 
birth in England, however, it would ultimately ignite 
revolutions in France and America.

Healey writes: “One of the great tragedies of 
Cromwell was that he prevented the Republic being 
so much more.”

Perhaps, then, the only real lesson of the 17th 
century for us now is that Parliament – as a distant 
proxy for a hypothetical “people” – once had suffi  cient 
confi dence to decapitate an executive with contempt 
for the constitution.

If only today it could be so bold.
Morning Star 

INDIA: The Indian state of Karnataka held the most crucial state 
election before parliamentary elections due in 2024. The ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) suffered a huge defeat from the 
opposition Congress Party which will form the next government 
in the state of 65 million people. Congress won 135 seats against 
66 for the BJP in the 224-member legislature. “The Congress 
party stood with the poor in Karnataka, we fought on the issues of 
the poor,” said Congress leader Rahul Gandhi.

INDONESIA: The US Army Chief of Staff, James McConvill 
visited Indonesia and held talks with Indonesian Defense Minister 
Prabodo Subianto. Earlier McConville visited the Philippines 
which had hosted the massive joint US-Philippines war drills 
directed against China. While the US is trying to push Indonesia 
into closer military cooperation, Indonesia’s position is more 
cautious. Subianto said that “peace and stability in the region 
is common concern” but Indonesia would prefer to maintain its 
neutrality by pursuing relationships with all the world’s nations, 
“especially all the major powers.” It’s worth noting that last 
November Subianto promised to restore joint military exercises 
with China following a meeting with his Chinese counterpart. 

GREECE: Greek Prime Minister Kyriakos Mitsotakis ruled 
out the prospect of cooperation with the Panhellenic Socialist 
Movement (PASOK – KINAL) to form a coalition government after 
the general elections. “I don’t believe that at this moment there 
is a margin for any cooperation with PASOK after the May 21 
elections, even if the numbers could lead to a government that 
would receive the confi dence vote from the parliament,” he said. 
Mitsotakis’ conservative New Democracy (ND) party holds a lead 
over the main opposition party SYRIZA-Progressive Alliance, 
according to recent opinion polls, with PASOK-KINAL ranking 
third. 

BRITAIN: Thousands of people marched and rallied in solidarity 
with Palestine last weekend to mark the 75th anniversary of 
Nakba – when 75,000 Palestinians were driven from their homes 
when the state of Israel was established. London and Manchester 
saw numerous campaigning organisations united in solidarity 
with Palestinian people. Speakers warned about the worsening 
situation at present when every day brings misery and death to 
innocent civilians.

CHINA: Rum, coffee, lobsters, cigars, and other products were 
on display at the “Charming Cuba” promotion week in Shanghai. 
Both countries are developing trade, and there is a growing 
interest in Cuban agricultural products, biotechnology, and 
pharmaceuticals.

Global Briefs

PCF speaks out 
against Macron’s 

“Choose France” summit
The “Choose France” sum-
mit is symptomatic of a pol-
icy at the service of capital. 
Emmanuel Macron attracts 
a few projects with massive 
public aid, without any guar-
antee or democratic follow-up 
over time, on the relocation of 
production, added value and 
job development. And it does 
so to the detriment of ecology, 
by demanding “a regulatory 
break” in environmental mat-
ters. Emmanuel Macron wel-
comes the creation by Nokia of 
500 jobs in the country, while 
the company has cut 1800 jobs 

since 2016, seized Alcatel and 
relocates patents abroad!

With his “green industry” bill, 
Emmanuel Macron is continuing 
this disastrous policy and enlisting 
it in a race for the least fi scal and 
social decision of the European 
Union, claiming to retaliate against 
the American Infl ation Reduction 
Act, and between European States 
themselves.

The trade defi cit of manufac-
tured goods broke a record in 2022, 
reaching 80 billion euros! And the 
very weakly positive balance of 
industrial jobs since 2017 does not 
compensate for the millions of jobs 

destroyed (two million since 1974, 
including one million since 2001). 
Today, only two sectors of industry 
(energy and waste treatment) see 
job creation, when all the others 
drop out. In the automobile indus-
try, after two decades of weakening, 
employers have once again planned 
to reduce jobs until 2035, projecting 
the destruction of 90,000 jobs. In 
other sectors, the weakness of the 
sector is fl agrant, as in medicine, 
with product shortages now.
Partie Communiste Francaise 

International
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“We left everything behind”
The Nakba at 75

Yasmin Abusayma 

Between 750,000 and a million Pal-
estinians were forcibly displaced by 
Zionist militias in 1947-49, never to 
be allowed back.

Hundreds of villages and towns were 
destroyed, thousands were killed, many of 
them in massacres that terrorised Palestine’s 
native population.

Seventy-fi ve years later, many of that 
fi rst generation have died. But some are still 
alive to tell stories of the Nakba – Arabic for 
catastrophe.

Fatima Abu Dayya, 82, was 7 when her 
family was forced to fl ee their village of Yibna, 
which was seized by Zionists in 1948. Yibna 
is 15 km southwest of Ramla.

“My father took the key of our house 
along with some clothes and then we traveled 
on a donkey-drawn cart. We fi rst went to 
Ashdod,” she told The Electronic Intifada. 
She remembered the way there as “too long 
and fi lled with thick sand.”

But Ashdod was not secure. “Ashdod and 
nearby areas were also subjected to airstrikes, 
so we were forced to leave and go to Gaza.”

The family eventually stopped in the Beit 
Lahia area of Gaza, where Fatima grew up 
in a refugee camp.

“When I think of the word ‘Nakba,’ my 
heart aches. Nothing feels as bad as being 
displaced and detached from your own 
memories and life.”

Yibna was famous for citrus fruits, olive 
and palm trees, and fresh springs, and Fatima 
used to help her father, a farmer.

“I miss the fragrance of our lands. After 
we left, my father never stopped yearning to 
go back to his crops of oranges and grapes. 
He never lost hope of going back.”

She remembers vividly how people fl ed 
advancing Zionist militias, some running 
barefoot having left everything behind in 
order to escape the bombings.

Despite the tragedies, Fatima’s family 
witnessed, they were certain that their dis-
placement would be temporary.

Fatima has 10 grandchildren. She is 
determined to return to Yibna.

“Every morning, I tell my grandchildren 
stories about my childhood in Yibna and 
educate them about its history. I tell them 
about how simple yet happy our days were.”

Israel didn’t just take the land, she said.
“Israel stole our history and memories. 

It’s my duty to teach my grandchildren that 
Palestine is our land, not theirs.”

THE POET
Hassan al-Deryawi, 83, is from Haifa. 

After his family was expelled, they too set-
tled in Beit Lahia.

Hassan, a retired Arabic teacher, was 8 
when his family was forced to leave Haifa.

“At fi rst, the Zionist militias occupied 
the Mount Carmel area. Then they started 
bombing everything.”

Hassan and his family fl ed with what 
little possessions they could carry.

“My father prepared a small bag where 
we put some basic stuff , believing that we 
would return after a few days. I took my 
school bag and my ball, as far as I remember. 
We left everything else behind, our land, our 
home, our money and our dreams. We even 
left ourselves there, clinging to the hope that 
we will return one day.”

His father worked at Haifa port, a hub 

of trade and commerce in those days. The 
Zionists wanted to take Haifa port as a pri-
ority due to the city’s strategic location as a 
gateway to the Mediterranean region. Hassan, 
who is a history buff , told The Electronic 
Intifada, “Throughout Haifa’s history, it had 
a signifi cant commercial and military pres-
ence. That exposed it to colonial ambition.”

Hassan fi nished fi rst grade at Haifa’s 
al-Widad Islamic School.

“The most horrible situation I witnessed 
was to see my school demolished. I still 
remember when the Zionists bombed it 
with artillery.”

The last days in Haifa were fraught, he 
remembered. As the fi ghting and bombard-
ment intensifi ed, children would often have 
to take cover under their seats.

“I used to walk a long distance with my 
sisters every day to get to school. We had 
to hide from bullets and run from street to 
street, until we got to school.”

Before Israel sealed Gaza off  from the rest 

of the world, Hassan would sometimes take 
his students on fi eld trips around Palestine 
in the 1980s.

“One day, we visited Haifa and I showed 
my students where my house had stood and 
where I used to play football and dance dabke 
with my friends. I wish I could see it again.“

Hassan sometimes writes poetry about 
Haifa and always remembers it to his 
grandchildren.

“If someone gives me a cap of invisibil-
ity, I will disguise myself and go to Haifa. I 
will contemplate every inch of its land, its 
streets and its port. There is a deep wound 
inside each one of us and this wound will 
never heal unless we return.”
Yasmin Abusayma is a freelance writer and 
translator from Gaza.
Electronic Intifada, adapted for reasons of 
space. 

Nakba 75th anniversary commemoration in Perth on Saturday 13th May 2023. Photo: CPA.

Coronation: Profit and Loss
Keith Flett

It has been reported that the corona-
tion, which it might be remembered, 
has no formal purpose, cost £250 mil-
lion (AU$468 million).

Although King Charles is thought to have 
a personal wealth of £1.8 billion he did not 
contribute. Rather, with the cost-of-living 
crisis in mind surely, it was public money 
that was spent.

In return, there was a ceremony of 
largely made-up or reinvented traditions 
which at times looked more like a Monty 
Python sketch.

Total TV viewing across all platforms was 
less than 20 million. The Queen’s funeral 
and jubilee in 2022 both got more viewers, 
as did her 1953 coronation.

20 million is still a substantial number, 
although the British population is around 67 
million, meaning the vast majority were for 
one reason or another otherwise engaged.

The crowds in London, despite the tradi-
tional coronation rain, appeared substantial 
– although I haven’t seen a fi gure. Certainly, 
the day passed off  without incident, except of 
course some bungling authoritarians in the 
police managed to arrest some anti-monarchy 
protesters for no particular reason.

The police have spent the days since in 

a “sorry, not sorry” routine – which might 
serve to remind the various politicians who 
have stated that the Metropolitan Police are 
not fi t for purpose to do something about it.

Was the coronation good for business? 
It will take a while to get reports on hospi-
tality trading, but even on the Bank Holiday 
Monday shops were reducing signifi cant 
amounts of unsold coronation items.

The weathervane of such matters, the 
Wetherspoons pub chain, reported that 
Saturday trading was quieter than usual.

The coronation can be seen as a set of 
supposedly ancient rituals and traditions 
designed to underwrite the legitimacy of the 
current state – another Tory culture war.

The Archbishop of Canterbury Justin 
Welby was central to this. He was behind 
the idea of King Charles being anointed 
with a special oil behind a screen specially 
constructed for the purpose.

Unfortunately for the Tories, just a few 
days later, Welby was to be found in the 
House of Lords arguing against the gov-
ernment’s Immigration Bill broadly on the 
grounds that it was not based on Christian 
principles.

This led to a series of Tory ministers to 
attack Welby and claim that it was not the 
job of an archbishop to speak out on moral 
issues. They seem to have forgotten that 

the Tories are the party of church and king. 
Indeed the mother of the magistrate who sent 
the yeomanry in at Peterloo, William Hulton, 
even had a horse named Church and King.

A few days later, in what can only be seen 
as a “godspeed” moment, it was revealed that 
Welby had been fi ned for speeding. Given 
that the off ence took place in the autumn, 
an operation to undermine his moral probity 
just a few days after the coronation appeared 
to be at hand.

Meanwhile, the arrest of protesters issue 
has also become more problematic. One of 
those arrested was Alice Thompson, who was 
handcuff ed and held for 13 hours because 
she happened to be in the vicinity of Just 
Stop Oil protesters.

She was however not a protester but 
someone described as a “royal superfan.”

The claim by the head of the Metropoli-
tan Police Mark Rowley that policing and 
arrests on the day of the coronation were 
“intelligence-led” can be seen for the lie 
that it was.

In short, since the market judges every-
thing in society, the coronation was a rather 
underwhelming performance.

If the pomp and circumstance of a coro-
nation was meant to distract from a cost-of-
living crisis, it failed.
Morning Star 

Photo: Alisdare Hickson – 
fl ickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

International



Guardian 22nd May, 2023  11

Graham Holton

This year’s Victory Day cel-
ebrations in Germany were 
held on 9th May at the Soviet 
Memorial Tiergarten in Berlin. 

Two men dressed in Soviet 
Union military uniforms walked 
straight-legged onto the monu-
ment in front of a bed of fl owers. 
Supporters wore clothes in Rus-
sia’s national colours: red, blue, 
and white. 

The police had banned fl ags, 
chants, military songs, and uni-
forms to avoid anti-Russian dem-
onstrations. The Ukrainian fl ag was 
banned, but this was overturned by 
a higher court, after complaints by 
Ukrainian activists. Following the 
ceremony, Germany sold US$3 bil-
lion of arms to Ukraine. The Soviet 
Union’s huge sacrifi ce in the defeat 
of Nazism is being eradicated from 
history.

On 7th April 2022, the Soviet 
Memorial in Berlin’s Treptower 
Park was desecrated with blood 
stains and political messages attack-
ing the Russia-Ukraine confl ict. The 
memorial is a cemetery for 7000 
Red Army soldiers, many of them 
Ukrainians. Slogans such as “Death 
to all Russians” and “Kill Russians” 
appeared on social media and an 
anti-Communism demonstration 
was organised by the far right for 
9th April. Żaklin Nastić, a member 
of the political party Die Linke (The 
Left), condemned the incident and 
said the German government must 
“protect all memorials and people 
of Russian origin.” 

The Russia-Ukraine confl ict 
has seen de-Sovietisation and the 
vandalism of Soviet monuments 
and war graves in eastern Europe, 
the Baltic states and elsewhere. In 
May 2023 a 60-year-old woman 
desecrated the grave of President 
Vladimir Putin’s parents, leaving a 
note saying they had “brought up a 
monster and a murderer.” 

Anti-Soviet sentiment has 
been fuelled by the far right and 
in reaction to the discredited his-
torian Timothy D Snyder’s Blood-
lands: Europe Between Hitler and 
Stalin (2010). Snyder’s sources 
are Ukrainian nationalists and 
far right propaganda, blaming 
the Soviet Union for atrocities in 
eastern Europe. The book was 
recommended by the Hungarian 
government as required reading.

The far right is well organised 
in Europe. In 2022 twenty-fi ve 
people were arrested in Germany 
for plotting a coup. The far-right 
group was preparing to storm the 
Reichstag (parliament) and seize 
power. 

In Italy, Giorgia Meloni’s Broth-
ers of Italy political party is consid-
ered by CNN as “the most far-right 
government since the fascist era 
of Benito Mussolini.” In Sweden, 
a party with “neo-Nazi roots” won 
more than 20 percent of the vote 
in elections. The EU parliament 
declared Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban’s Hungary was no longer a 
“full democracy.” Ukraine has had 
a history of far-right politics since 
1991 (see the Guardian #2000 28th 
March 2022).

In April 2023 the Russian 
Embassy to Azerbaijan was out-
raged at the desecration of the 
Russian cemetery of Zabrat in 
Baku. “We strongly condemn the 
vandalism, during which around 
100 graves of our compatriots 
were damaged. It causes resent-
ment and anger. Given the scale 
of this brazen act, it’s hard to call 
it a random act of hooliganism.” It 
is one of many Russian cemeteries 
and monuments that have been 
vandalised or destroyed under the 
De-Sovietisation of Europe. 

Although there are no monu-
ments glorifying the Nazis in 
Lithuania, in June 2022 a law pro-
hibiting totalitarianism, called the 
“deSovietisation” law, was drafted 
by the Lithuanian parliament. 
Estonia’s government followed 
suit, ordering the country’s 400 
Soviet war monuments destroyed. 
Prime Minister Kaja Kallas, said 
that because of Russian aggression 
these communist monuments are 
being removed “to avoid additional 
tensions.” 

In Eastern Europe activists 
have painted Soviet memori-
als in the colours of the Ukraine 
national fl ag as an expression of 
solidarity. In September 2022, the 
graves from the Russian Imperial 
Army of World War I were razed 
in Ladomirov, Slovakia. The same 
month the Soviet memorial cem-
etery in Warsaw was painted with 
obscenities on the sculpture of the 
Red Army soldiers. 

Attacks on Soviet memorials 
began after Russia’s seizure of 

Crimea in 2014. The following year, 
the graves of 57 Soviet soldiers were 
vandalized in Milejczyce, Poland. 
The Polish Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Marcin Wojciechowski said, 
“We condemn all acts of vandal-
ism at war cemeteries.” There are 
1615 Soviet soldiers buried at the 
cemetery in mass graves. In Febru-
ary 2016 a memorial dedicated to 

Soviet soldiers killed in Hungary 
was vandalised. The cemetery in 
Csor contains the remains of the 
170 Soviet soldiers, their names 
immortalised in engravings. There 
are 1000 Soviet war cemeteries 
in Hungary, with the remains of 
95,000 Soviet soldiers. Desecra-
tions have also occurred in Athens, 
Greece and Falesti, Moldova. 

De-Sovietisation and 
the rise of the far right
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Working poor
This term comes to us from whatever combination of spin doc-
tor and focus group that gets words into Opposition Leader Peter 
Dutton’s mouth. It refers to people who work hard, but are still 
poor, so they don’t deserve to be poor, (unlike the unemployed 
who deserve to starve if the actions of our two major parties are 
anything to go by). Dutton is upset about this group of worthy 
workers. Not so upset that he didn’t vehemently oppose increas-
ing the minimum wage, mind you. Certainly not so upset that he 
was against tax cuts that only benefi t the, ummm, working rich. 
Working poor, Peter Dutton has your back when it comes to 
using you as an excuse to whinging about interest rate rises he’d 
do absolutely nothing about if he were in government. Thanks for 
helping out.

Real Reform
Reform is good, everyone knows that. Real reform must be really 
good. Of course one person’s “real reform” is another person’s 
savagely regressive tax increase. Just ask Nine-Fairfax senior 
economics correspondent Shane Wright who has been boldly 
arguing that the Stage 3 tax cuts should go further and should 
be paid for by increasing GST. This regressive tax which applies 
equally to the poorest and richest in the land should be raised 
and extended to fresh food and education. Wright’s idea is real-
ly something, that’s for sure, we’re just too polite to say exactly 
what.

Effective (symbolically and tangibly)
Like reform, effective is one of those things that’s always good. 
This weasely use of it comes to us from Marco Rubio who is 
wringing his hands about the prospect of the US not controlling 
the world’s fi nances one day. Rubio doesn’t want the US to stop 
controlling fi nances because of sanctions. Sanctions have been 
“symbolically and tangibly” effective, he claims. This shows how 
elastic the term “effective” can be. Sanctions haven’t stopped 
Cuba from being an inspiration to socialists the world over for 
54 years, but they have made Cuba a lot poorer, so maybe that’s 
the sort of symbol that’s effective if you’re Marco Rubio. Then 
again, sanctions have starved a lot of children in Cuba, Syria, 
Iran and Iraq. Starving people are tangible, inasmuch as they 
can be touched, and we’re sure their parents would just love to 
touch Marco Rubio

Deeper debate
When one is a respected former PM, “just asking questions” isn’t 
profound enough. Julia Gillard, who is extra-respected in the light 
of the terrible Prime Ministers who came after her, has ’fessed 
up in a recent very respectful interview to getting marriage 
equality wrong. Julia, butter not melting in her mouth, claims that 
she thought that a “deeper debate” was needed, back when both 
she and Penny Wong believed, deeply of course, that keeping 
the SDA and the conservative Right of the Labor Party on side 
was more important than letting same sex couples get married. 
Even now, when she’s safely out of politics, and burnishing her 
reputation with reverent interviews, Gillard can’t be that frank, so 
“deeper debate” it is. Sadly none of the queer Australians who 
went through vilifi cation and a survey from the spineless Turnbull 
government which confi rmed what all the polls had told Turnbull 
anyway were there to let us know how much they enjoyed the 
depth of the debate Gillard gave them.

Japan two-faced on 
nuclear free world vision

A world free of nuclear weapons is a positive 
vision. Yet when Japanese Prime Minister 
Fumio Kishida made a strong point that he 
pledged to promote the proposal at G7 sum-
mit in Hiroshima later this week, quite a few 
observers sensed doubt, contradictions and 
hypocrisy.

Kishida will likely call for states to decrease their 
nuclear stockpiles and disclose information on the 
production of fi ssile materials such as highly enriched 
uranium and plutonium during the summit, “It is 
historically signifi cant that the leaders of the G7 and 
invited countries are gathering in the symbolic place 
of the pledge for peace,” Kishida said, according to 
the Yomiuri Shimbun.

Is Japan genuinely determined to promote a 
nuclear-weapons-free world? Since it is both reluc-
tant to name who launched the nuclear weapons and 
why it launched them, quite a few people feel that 

Japan is merely taking advantage of the G7 platform 
to whitewash its own history and portray itself as a 
victim, in an attempt to improve its international 
favourability and global status. The concept of a world 
free of nuclear weapons is just a fi g-leaf.

By promoting the agenda of world without nuclear 
weapons, Japan is simply trying to seize the moral 
high ground. Granted, it is the only country to have 
suff ered nuclear attacks. But what is the whole pic-
ture of that history? The whole picture is, Japan was 
the cruellest and biggest perpetrator in the Eastern 
Hemisphere during World War II. It brought disasters 
to other countries, which eventually backfi red. Only 
with a correct understanding of history can Japan be 
qualifi ed to promote a nuclear-weapons-free world, 
head up and back straight, Yang Xiyu, a senior research 
fellow at the China Institute of International Studies, 
told the Global Times.
Global Times, edited for reasons of space. 
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Comrades from all around Australia 
gathered at Fidel’s Bar in Adelaide 
for two and a bit days of camarade-
rie, music and learning. Sessions 
included “Collective work and unity 
in action,” aka an exploration of 
Democratic Centralism, “Women, 
Class and Race,” exploring the very 
topical Angela Davis book of the 
same name, and an introduction 
to Political Economy and Class 
Struggle. There was also a Trivia 
Night and camaraderie with added 
music at the Semaphore Workers’ 
Club. Thanks are due to Adelaide 
comrades for energetic hospitality, 
Ron and Bev Hall for a tour of the 
encyclopedic Party library, and to 
all the comrades who presented/
facilitated the discussions. 
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“I [still] Don’t Like Mondays”
US school shootings and 

gun manufacturing capitalism
Graham Holton

On 29th January 1979 Brenda Spencer, 
a 16-year-old girl, shot and killed the 
principal and a custodian, and wound-
ed eight children and a police offi  cer at 
Grover Cleveland Elementary School 
in San Diego, California. When asked 
why she shot them, she replied “I don’t 
like Mondays.” Spencer was the fi rst 
US mass school shooter.

Since then, mass school shootings (four 
or more people, excluding the shooter, are 
injured or killed) have increased exponen-
tially. Michael Moore’s commentary on US 
gun violence, Bowling for Columbine (2002), 
won the Academy Award for Best Documen-
tary Feature. The fi lm made little impression 
on the US psyche and its gun culture. The 
sale of guns continued to increase. 

According to Gun Violence Archive, 
which lists all US mass school shootings, 
on a single day, 7th May 2023, there were 
seven: three in California, two in Missouri, 
and one each in Wisconsin and New Jersey. 
This is despite many schools having armed 
security offi  cers. With each mass shooting 
gun sales increased. According to the PBS 
Newshour (21st April 2023), “The US is set-
ting a record pace for mass killings in 2023.”

Guns are surprisingly easy for children 
to obtain. Between 2017 to 2021 more than 
1 million guns were stolen from private 
individuals. A Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, 
Firearms, and Explosives report in February 
2023 showed a shortening of the turnaround 
time for a legally purchased gun to be used in 

a crime. More than 4.6 million children live 
in a home with loaded and unlocked fi rearms. 
Research funded by the National Institute of 
Justice examining mass shootings between 
1966 to 2019, found that over 80 percent of 
mass shooters at K-12 (Kindergarten to Year 
12) schools stole guns from family members.

The USA has the largest population of 
civilian gun owners in the world; 45 per 
cent of US households own at least one 
fi rearm. The US fi rearm manufacturing 
and retail industries play a huge role in the 
national economy and US popular culture. 
The industry contributes billions of dollars 
to the national economy annually, employ-
ing 169,523 people, with annual salaries of 
up to US$40,000. To ensure that profi ts are 
maintained, the industry makes major con-
tributions to politicians. In the 2016 election 
it spent US$54.4 million. During the 2022 
midterm elections, gun manufacturers spent 
US$9.6 million on lobbying, giving the gun 
industry massive leverage in Congress and 
in public opinion. Gun manufacturers ensure 
states maintain Stand Your Ground laws, 
which allows citizens to “protect” themselves 
if they feel their lives are threatened, thereby 
increasing gun sales.

The Reload Newsletter (6th January 
2023) says that according to the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation (NSSF), 
the industry’s trade group, there were 
16.4-million-gun sales in 2022. Mark Oliva, 
a spokesman for the NSSF, said this shows 
that, “there continues to be a strong desire 
from law-abiding Americans to purchase 
the fi rearms of their choice.” Since the mass 

shooting at Robb Elementary School in 
Uvalde, Texas, on 29th May 2022, and the 
resulting assault weapons ban passed by the 
US House of Representatives, gun sales have 
continued to rise. 

In 2022, the Guns & Ammunition Manu-
facturing Industry’s annual sales were worth 
US$51 billion, 32 per cent above 2018. The 
US accounts for 46 percent of the world’s 
civilian-held fi rearms. As of 2021, guns per 
capita was 120.5 guns for every 100 residents, 
with 58 percent of gun owners being male. 
White people are the most likely to own a 
gun, with 47 per cent of white households 
owning at least one fi rearm.

Mass shootings increased from 358 in 
2016 to 692 in 2021. In 2023 mass shootings 
occur every day, many being mass school 
shootings. According to the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention, gun-related 
deaths have reached epidemic proportions. 
Every year over 30,000 people are killed and 
many more wounded. Every day 96 people 
are killed by guns and twice as many are 
injured. Of these 30 per cent are homicides 
and the remainder are suicides and accidents, 
seven of whom are children and teens. Many 
of the guns used are military-level weapons 
which were purchased legally.

It is not in the interest of gun manufac-
turers to prevent mass shootings, as each 
event creates fear, making people buy guns 
to protect themselves from possible armed 
attacks. Others purchase guns in case fi re-
arms bans are implemented. Frederick 
Reese writes in Mint Press News (7th May 
2013) that, “Ultimately, it can be argued that 

capitalism, instead of civil responsibility, 
has become the modus operandi in the gun 
control debate.” 

On 26th May 2022, Republican Carolyn B  
Maloney, Chairwoman of the Committee on 
Oversight and Reform, sent requests to Daniel 
Defense, LLC, Smith & Wesson Brands, Inc., 
Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc. and other gun 
manufacturers for information on their sales 
of AR-15-style semiautomatic rifl es, including 
revenue, data on deaths or injuries caused 
by the fi rearms they manufacture, and their 
marketing and promotional materials. The 
Committee exposed the role played by the 
fi rearm industry in fuelling the gun violence 
epidemic. On 27th July, Maloney said, “it is 
clear that gun makers are not going to change 
unless Congress forces them to fi nally put 
people over profi ts.” 

On 19th August Maloney introduced 
key legislation to hold the fi rearm industry 
accountable for selling weapons of war to 
civilians. The Firearm Industry Fairness Act 
imposes a 20 per cent tax on the total revenue 
of gun manufacturers who produced assault 
weapons and high-capacity magazines. The 
Firearm Industry Crime and Traffi  cking 
Accountability Act requires that every fi rearm 
manufacturer create a monitoring system to 
track crimes committed with guns they sold, 
and mandates that they cease distributing 
weapons to retailers who sell guns used for 
criminal acts. The penalties are not harsh 
enough to deter mass school shootings as 
long as the CEOs remain unaccountable. 


