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HIROSHIMA NEVER AGAIN
For a nuclear free Australia

Denis Doherty and Hannah Middleton

The 6th of August this year is the 78th
anniversary of the atomic bombing of
Hiroshima.

Though Nazi Germany was defeated on
8th May 1945, the US dropped two sepa-
rate atomic bombs on the Japanese cities
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki on 6th and gth
August 1945, leaving a legacy of devastation
and radioactive pollution permanently poi-
soning lands, waters, and bodies to this day.

More than 200,000 citizens in the cities
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki died.

The lessons of Hiroshima and Nagasaki
have still not been learnt, as imperialism
threatens the world with nuclear apocalypse
in its desperate efforts to remain in power.

The Atomic Clock is closer than ever to
midnight as the possibility of nuclear war
looms closer in Ukraine, and with the West’s
plans for war with China.

WHY DO WE STAND
TOGETHER ON 6TH
AUGUST?

» To remember the victims of Hiroshima

and Nagasaki.

To demand Australia sign the Treaty on

the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.

To demand the cancellation of AUKUS

and the Quad, and to keep NATO out of

our region.

« To remember the victims of nuclear
testing at Maralinga, and Emu Plains
in Australia, in Mururoa, Fangataufa,
Eniwetok and many other Pacific
islands, the Shoshone and Navajo in the
US and many more innocent victims
around the world.

» To remember that toxic nuclear waste
destroys our environments.

Our annual resistance to the presence
and use of nuclear weapons is even more
important this year as we face the threats
of Australia’s AUKUS deal and involvement
with the Quad and NATO.

NUCLEAR COLONIALISM

Indigenous communities have long been
at the front lines of the struggle to stop the
deadly nuclear legacy. Nuclear colonialism
has ravaged communities and left a deadly
legacy of cancers, birth defects, and other
serious health consequences. It is the slow
genocide of Indigenous peoples.

Between 1951 and 1992, more than 1000
nuclear bombs were detonated above and
below the surface of the Nevada Test Site on
Western Shoshone lands.

Between 1945 and 1958, 67 atomic
bombs were detonated in tests conducted
in the Marshall Islands. Some Indigenous
people of the islands have stopped having
children because of the cancers and birth
defects their babies have suffered due to
radioactive pollution.

From the 1979 disaster of Three Mile
Island to the 1986 Chernobyl nuclear power
plant meltdown, and the 2011 Fukushima
nuclear power plant melt down after it
was hit by an earthquake and tsunami,
the nuclear industry has been plagued
with catastrophes with permanent global
consequences.

Fukushima has been leaking approxi-
mately 300 tons of radioactive water into
the ocean every day. The Japanese govern-
ment is planning to release the remaining
radioactive waters into the Pacific, despite
widespread opposition.

TPNW - A WAY OUT

Today there are approximately 12,500
nuclear warheads in nine countries with
almost 90 per cent of them held by the US
and Russia.

It is estimated that 100 nuclear weapons
is an “adequate deterrence” threshold for the
“mutually assured destruction” of the world.

The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons (TPNW) offers the world a way out
of this world destroying madness.

The TPNW prohibits States Parties from
developing, testing, producing, manufactur-
ing, acquiring, possessing, or stockpiling

nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive
devices.

Signatories are barred from transfer-
ring or receiving nuclear weapons and other
nuclear explosive devices, control over such
weapons, or any assistance with activities
prohibited under the Treaty. States are
also prohibited from using or threatening
to use nuclear weapons and other nuclear
explosive devices.

Lastly, States Parties cannot allow the
stationing, installation, or deployment of
nuclear weapons and other nuclear explo-
sive devices in their territory. In addition to
the Treaty’s prohibitions, States Parties are
obligated to provide victim assistance and
help with environmental remediation efforts.

The treaty entered into force on 22nd
January 2021, and nuclear weapons joined
the ranks of chemical and biological weapons
as WMDs proscribed by international law.

The Labor government has not yet signed
the TPNW although the ALP adopted a reso-
lution in 2018 committing it to sign and ratify
the treaty when in government.

NUCLEAR POWER

The International Association of Lawyers
Against Nuclear Arms President is Justice
C.G. Weeramantry, former vice-president of
the International Court of Justice.

Weeramantry argues that nuclear arms
are not different from the energy of nuclear
reactors. Nuclear weapons and nuclear
energy — the two pillars of the nuclear age
— are connected.

A picture of a picture, taken at the Hiroshima Peace Memorial museum. Photo: Maarten Heerlien (CC BY-SA 2.0).

He calls upon people to squarely face the
grave problems common to both.

Weeramantry says:

“Nuclear weapons and nuclear energy
are the two sides of a Damoclean sword ...
The fibres of the threat by which the sword
is suspended are being cut one by one
through the increasing number of nuclear
states, the availability on the internet of
knowledge regarding nuclear weapons
construction, the availability of materials
from the waste of nuclear reactors, and
the activities of terrorist organizations
who would love to acquire a bomb. The
sword of Damocles is being made more
dangerous every day.”

Nuclear energy production is now claimed
as a “green solution” to the climate crisis,
but nothing could be further from the truth
than this deadly lie.

Weeramantry states that nuclear power
violates all principles of humanitarian law,
international law, environmental law, and
also international law related to sustainable
development. This means that unless govern-
ment authorities take immediate action to
stop the construction of new nuclear power
plants, they are committing crimes against
future generations while being aware of the
danger.

What is desperately needed is the
worldwide abolition of nuclear weapons
and nuclear energy, a complete switch to
renewable energy and democratising energy
production. &

ES 10 THE VOI




2 3lstJuly, 2023

Guardian

Issue 2063 31st July, 2023

Resist
the anti-China
scare campaign

Australians have real problems, problems that can’t
be wished away. Climate change is happening now,
and our ALP government is making it worse. There is
a housing crisis. Thousands of people are homeless.
Thousands of others are living with rent stress, with
rent taking up more than 30 per cent of incomes and
the real possibility of homelessness staring them in the
face. Workers still die at work. Disgracefully, Indigenous
Australians have rates of incarceration, poverty, and
suicide out of all proportion to their percentage of the
population.

The cost of living is going up, and we have a govern-
ment that isn’t doing enough about it.

One problem we do not have is China.

The People’s Republic of China is the second largest
country in the world by population. The Communist
Party of China has led the country during the greatest
increase in literacy and prosperity in human history.
China is our biggest trading partner. It’s also 7448 kilo-
metres away from Australia. Indonesia, the Philippines,
Singapore, Malaysia, Cambodia, Thailand, and Papua
New Guinea are all closer to Australia.

We are not at war with China. China doesn’t want to
be at war with us. Yet Australia and the US are prepar-
ing for a war with China.

It seems incredible that these things need to be
pointed out, but they do. The Australian government,
the Liberal Party, and a large section of the Australian
media are bent on demonising China. A nation with
only one tiny military base outside its borders is being
depicted as a ravenous aggressor, while a country with
around 800 military bases around the world is seen as
some sort of guardian of freedom.

The Australian state and media aren’t creating a fic-
tional hostile China because they have nothing better
to do. They’re manufacturing a phantom threatening
China because doing this suits the US. If there’s one
thing we know about the Australian government, it’s
this; what the United States wants, it gets, sometimes
before even asking.

All Australian governments support US imperialism.
The ALP wants to keep the US confident that Australia’s
answer to the command “Jump!” is “how high?” The
government also wants to keep their business donors
happy. So, in a very ALP way, they walk both sides of the
street — a little sternness in the media, a few friendly
meetings with Chinese officials, but pressing on with
the disastrous attempt to turn this country into a base
for US nuclear-powered submarines with Australian
flags on them.

You are going to be showered with skewed and hos-
tile stories about China, no matter how you get your
news. The supposedly fair and impartial ABC quotes
the arms industry-funded lobby group the Australian
Strategic Policy Institute (ASPI) as though it’s the voice
of objectivity.

China is a large and complex country which has
made a lot of progress. It’s an independent country with
a communist government. The US finds both things
threatening, hence the demonisation.

We have an enemy, but it’s a lot closer than China.
Our enemy is a system which leaves Australians home-
less while showering subsidies on fossil fuel companies,
which is giving billions to the well-off at the same time
as keeping wages down and leaving job seekers below
the poverty line. That enemy is the capitalist and im-
perialist system we live under. China is no threat to
Australia. Capitalism and imperialism are a deadly
threat right now.

Hiroshima and Nagasaki are a long time ago, but the
path towards them was made of the kind of beat-ups
being practiced on us right now. China is not our enemy.
Join the Communist Party of Australia in fighting the
real ones.

Guardian

Communist Party of
Australia greetings to the
heroic people of Cuba on

the 70th anniversary of the
assault on the Moncada
barracks on 26th July 1953

The Communist Party of Australia salutes the
Cuban revolution and its revolutionary gov-
ernment led by the Communist Party of Cuba
on the 7oth anniversary of the heroic spark of
the Cuban revolution.

The young revolutionaries led by Fidel Castro on
26th July 1953 stood against the tyrannical government
of Fulgencio Batista by launching military attacks on
the heart of the dictatorship, the Moncada and Carlos
Manuel de Cespedes barracks.

The event in which the majority of the participants
were killed in combat or captured and tortured to
death showed the weakness of a system that had to
be changed for independence and self-determination.
This of course included the US domination on the
homeland of José Marti.

The Moncada which marks the day of national
revelry is also considered the spark of the Cuban
revolution that successfully defeated the Batista’s
dictatorship and overthrew its government on 1st
January 1959.

The US has not forgiven the people of Cuba for
their desire and strong determination to build a better
society for all, a socialist society just 145km away from
the United States. It began its attacks on the Cuban
people straight from that historic victory.

Cuba has been subjected to a cruel and inhumane
criminal and illegal blockade by the United States. More
than 60 years of coercive measures and limitations
imposed on the people of Cuba have not prevented
their will to defend the gains of their socialist revolu-
tion and the lessons from the Moncada.

The strong leadership by commander Fidel Castro,
Raul Castro, Miguel Diaz-Canel and all the historic
leaders of the revolution are a guarantee that the
people of Cuba will overcome and the criminal block-
ade eventually will be lifted.

The Communist Party of Australia demands the end
of the US blockade on Cuba and calls on the Australian

Communist Party of Australio, Central Committee | 26.07.23

Greetings to the heroic people of
Cuba on the 70th anniversary of
the assault on the Moncada
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government to use its diplomatic means with the US
government to remove Cuba from the US unilateral
list of countries sponsors of terrorism and to stop its
subversive actions against the people of Cuba.

On this anniversary the Communist Party of
Australia also stands in solidarity with the Cuban
government in denouncing the recent incursion of a
US submarine into Cuban waters. The US must end
their illegal occupation of Guantanamo Bay and return
it to the Cuban people.

Fraternal and mutual beneficial diplomatic relations
between the United States and Cuba are possible. The
US just needs to allow Cuba to choose its own system.

Long live the heroes of Moncada!

Long live Cuba!

Long live Fidel!

Communist Party of Australia, CPA
26th July 2023

Mega-fracker now on site

Water is life. But right now,
Tamboran Resources is on the
fast track to frack the North-
ern Territory, and water is at
risk of being poisoned before
it’s protected.

With its super-sized rigs known
as “mega frackers,” Tamboran is
preparing to drill across hundreds
of kilometres, use up to quadruple
the amount of water than anything
else in Australia, leak toxic chemi-
cals into the groundwater, and
release millions of tonnes of climate
pollution — every single year.

On July 24 it was learned that
the first mega fracker is on site
where it will drill its first test well
without consent from Traditional
Owners. A whopping one km wide,
this test well could be the first of
hundreds to put precious ground-
water at risk.

Environment Minister Tanya
Plibersek has promised to put
stronger water protections in our
environment laws — but not until
next year, when the damage could
have already been done. The Min-
ister has the option to introduce
these protections right now.

Tamboran Resources is on the
fast track to frack the Northern Ter-
ritory, so the Environment Minis-
ter must fast track stronger water
protections to stop them in time.

In the United States, thousands
of fracking wells were drilled before
the regulations caught up. By the
time they did, it was too late, and
tonnes of cancer-causing chemicals
were already in the land and water.
Frackers are banking on the same
situation taking place in Australia.

In the Northern Territory, frack-
ing is in the so-called “exploration”

Sydney Vigil

phase, where there are very few
requirements. There’s no need to
consult with Traditional Owners,
minimise harm, or even secure a
licence before selling fracked gas
from exploration. It’s known as
“production by stealth” — and sales
are about to kick off.

But Traditional Owners and
local communities have defended
the Northern Territory from frack-
ing for over a decade, and together,
we can demonstrate a huge show
of support for the Minister to take
immediate action. The fracking
industry is here now, and we can
show the government that our
regulations must catch up before
it’s too late.

350 Australia (350.0rg.au) &

STOP USA BLOCKADE ON CUBA

Also solidarity with Venezvela & Gaza

4:15 pm Thursday 17th August
| 50 Miller Street North Sydney
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Big Brother
widens net

Anna Pha

The rapid spread of social media, with millions
of people regularly using digital platforms has
seen a flood of misinformation and disinfor-
mation, commonly referred to as “fake news.”
The Albanese government has released draft
legislation for public comment which purports
to hold digital platforms to account for online
harmful mis- and disinformation.

The bill covers search engines, social media plat-
forms, messaging and podcasting services.

It comes at a time of rising concern over the con-
tent of many web posts by extreme right people and
organisations that have misled voters and caused
serious harm including loss of life.

The question is how to address this situation which
not only causes harm to individuals but raises the
issues of freedom of speech and democratic rights.

The government says the bill responds to misinfor-
mation and disinformation “while balancing freedom
of expression which is at the heart of democracy.” The
provisions of the bill tell another story. They legitimise
the use of censorship by digital platforms and give
the digital platforms the power to be the arbiters of
truth. Contrary to what the extreme right claim, the
government will not become the “truth police.”

If enacted, the bill poses a serious threat to the
democratic rights and freedom of speech of publica-
tions such as the Guardian — Workers’ Weekly, trade
unions, anti-war, environmental, and other groups
that post material online including podcasts, images,
tweets, text, and data.

ACMA POWERS

Users of digital platforms cannot be penalised for
their content nor can they be compelled to remove
untrue content that is harmful.

But the Australian Communications and Media
Authority (ACMA) would require platforms to adhere
to an industry code, developed by the industry and
report annually on how they deal with harmful mis-
and disinformation in relation to Australian users.

ACMA may set and enforce compulsory industry
standards. There are penalties for failure to adhere to
those standards of up to $6.8 million or five per cent
of their global turnover — whichever is the greater.

ACMA will not have the power to determine if
something is harmful misinformation or disinforma-
tion or to demand it be removed.

HARM

Under the bill, content on a digital service is mis-
information if it is false, misleading or deceptive
and “reasonably likely to cause or contribute to seri-
ous harm.” Whereas disinformation also involves
intent to deceive another person.

The definition of “harm” is extremely broad and
open to wide interpretation. Its definition includes
several worrying provisions:

The first is “disruption of public order or soci-
ety in Australia” — would this apply to the advocacy
of trade union, environmentalist, peace, and other
protest actions?

Another is “economic or financial harm to Aus-
tralians, the Australian economy or a sector of the
Australian economy” — would this apply to content
on trade union actions, or calls to boycott or blockade
logging or mining?

Or “harm to the health of Australians” — would this
apply to nurses advocating industrial action online?

“Disinformation includes disinformation by or
on behalf of a foreign power” — that conjures up
instances where content does not align with what is
being pushed by governments and Sky News, News
Corporation, Nine Network.

The bill gives licence to these platforms to remove
legitimate working class and progressive organisations
and individuals whose views do not align with those
of the ruling class from their platforms.

EXEMPTIONS

There are exemptions for satire, professional
news, electoral material, education establishments,
government content, and private messages.

The exemption of “professional news content”
is defined as having “editorial independence from
the subjects of the news.” Political parties such as
the CPA, trade unions, environmental groups, peace
groups, and other mass organisations posting mate-
rial supporting their own campaigns and interests
would not be exempt.

The bill feeds on the present climate of insecurity
and loss of trust in governments. While it might be
used to censor the fostering of hatred by right-wing
and fundamentalist religious groups, it is a dangerous
weapon that sets out to justify and bring about the
censorship of working-views and actions.

Submissions close on 6th August. &

Perth

Cuba Today Public meeting

Saturday 12th August 3-5pm
at Perth Trades Hall (82 Beaufort St Perth)

Get first hand information from two young Cuban visitors touring Australia.

Marianniz Diaz, a research scientist, and Ivan Barreto, official for the Asia-
Pacific area from the Cuban Institute for Friendship with the Peoples (ICAP).
They will share their thoughts on Cuba today and invite Western Australians
to visit Cuba in the upcoming Southern Cross Brigade from
December 2023 to January 2024.

Free event.

For more info contact ACFS Perth at acfsperth@gmail.com or call 0419 812 872.

Hiroshima Day Roundup

Diljang/Geelong

Rally to commemorate Hiroshima, for peace &
against nuclear submarines, AUKUS & war
Friday 4th August 5:00pm

Little Malop Street Mall

Post rally march to Geelong Trades Hall
Dinner and screening of John Pilger’s

The Coming War on China

$10 waged $5 unwaged

Newcastle
Unveiling of Hunter Peace Park

Sunday 6th August 11:00am-2:00pm
Tighes Hill Reserve, Maitland Road Islington

New South Wales — Wollongong
Hiroshima Day Forum

Sunday 6th August 4:00pm
Church on the Mall

New South Wales — Warrane /Sydney
Hiroshima Never Again, No Nuclear Submarines

Sunday 6th August 2:00 pm,
Sydney Town Hall Square

Queensland — Meanjin/Brisbane
Rally and march

Sunday 6th August 2:00pm

King George Square

South Australia — Tarndanya/Adelaide
Fund welfare not warfare

Sunday 6th August 2:00pm
Mukata (Hindmarsh Square)

Tasmania — Nipaluna/Hobart
Annual Hiroshima Day vigil

Sunday 6th August 11:00am-12:00pm
Parliament lawns

Victoria — Narrm/Melbourne

Never Again Hiroshima and Nagasaki —
Peace Not AUKUS, No Nuclear Submarines
Sunday 6th August 1:00pm

State Library of Victoria

Singing for Peace on Hiroshima Day 2023

Sunday 6th August 2:15pm

Victorian Trades Hall, Lygon Street, Carlton

3 Melbourne choirs will lead the audience in songs for peace
Speaker: Dr Margaret Beavis, ICAN Co-Chair

Western Australia — Boorloo /Perth
Cancel AUKUS, No Nuclear Subs, No War on China

Sunday 6th August 12:00-1:30pm
Perth Cultural Centre, Northbridge

“No toyAUKUS
Fund
notwarfare

Rally: 2pm '_ﬁlfffriday 6 August
Mukata/Hindmarsh Sq

w,e?ifare.

Speakers at g'_3*9at Parliament House

Organised by No Nuclear Subs SA
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Rugby: Class
Struggle at the

One of the more high-profile
industrial disputes this year
has been between the National
Rugby League (NRL) and the
Rugby League Players Asso-
ciation (RLPA), as the RLPA
attempts to re-negotiate a new
collective bargaining agree-
ment (CBA). With the negoti-
ations now running into their
20th month, players have
engaged in work bans on media
appearances. This means no
interviews, even including
State of Origin Game 3, one of
the biggest events on the rugby
league calendar.

This work ban is designed to hit
the NRL where it hurts, depriving
media outlets who pay large sums
to the NRL for coverage of events
access to players whose post-match
interviews drive viewership up,
creating revenue. The aim of this
action is to wedge the media to put
pressure on the NRL to resolve the
dispute.

The response to the RLPA’s
work ban from the NRL has
been a full-frontal assault by the
media on the RLPA and players.
With familiar trope seen in most
industrial disputes, the media
has accused players of “being too
greedy” and accusing the industrial
action of “hurting the fans.” NRL
CEO Andrew Abdo has continued
to give no ground. Former NRL
players have gone on the attack of
the RLPA, targeting RLPA CEO and
former NRL player Clint Newton.
In a particularly tense interview
Newton was verballed by former
NRL players Jason Hooper and
George Tallis on Triple M radio.
The most ironic part of this farce
was that Tallis himself was heavily
involved in the RLPA when the first
collective agreement was struck in
2003, establishing the long sort
after goal of minimum wages for
players.

Currently the NRL has pre-
sented players with a “take it or
leave it” offer. With wages settled
in 2022 according to RLPA, the
NRL is attempting to water down
conditions of players, most nota-
bly hardship payments to injured

Heart of th NR

Photo: NAPARAZZI — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0).

players. This at the same time that
the NRL is demanding that players
play more matches, increasing their
likelihood of injury.

This is galling if you consider
the severity of injuries NRL play-
ers receive during their playing
careers. Musculoskeletal injuries
are universal in professional rugby,
heavily impacting the ability of play-
ers to work beyond their playing
careers. The growing awareness of
the brain condition Chronic Trau-
matic Encephalopathy (CTE), which
is common in contact sports, has
resulted in more stringent regula-
tions on head contact. This is while
the critics continue to say that they
are “paid too much.” When you
consider the minimum salary for a
NRL player begins at $130 thousand
(currently) and the average career
is only 10 years in length, the need
for ongoing payments post career
becomes more apparent. NRL play-
ers suffer significant health issues
post career, impacting their ability
to earn a living after they put down
the footy. It is only a select few who
end up on million-dollar contracts
or go on to commentate.

The RLPA is also still attempt-
ing to obtain a CBA for the women’s
league, which like many women’s
sports leagues is drastically under-
paid in comparison to their male
counterparts.

These disputes are not new in
the NRL. Players have long fought
against the same exploitation that
all workers suffer under capitalism
and have a proud history of struggle
that sees its roots in the working-
class break from rugby union. The
players themselves often have his-
tory with other forms of organised
labor. In many ways, class struggle
is sewn into the fabric of Australian
rugby league.

The RLPA itself got its start in
1979, in the wake of rugby player
Dennis Tutty’s high court win
against the NSWRL for his right to
transfer teams. Tutty was a Balmain
native and grew up around the
waterfront where he was exposed
to the struggles waterside workers
and their unions went through.
The right for players to choose has

long been a centerpiece of strug-
gle in rugby league. Again, in the
1980s the RLPA went up against
the NRL (at the time the ARL), to
defeat a proposed drafting system
that would see players lose the abil-
ity to move teams on their terms.
Despite all these successes the
RLPA still struggled to achieve a
minimum wage for players. That
was until 2003, when the first
CBA was struck, and this was only
after players threatened to boycott
the Dally M Awards. At the time,
the RLPA under the leadership of
Newcastle Knight’s prop Tony But-
terfield considered itself a union
and functioned as such. However,
it soon shifted towards a profes-
sional association under Matthew
Rodwell and began to be funded
by the NRL. This shift has meant
the RLPA has over the years lost
its ability to directly confront the
NRL, as its own revenue is sourced
from the league and not from
the players themselves, at times
becoming a collaborationist outfit.
Recent developments indicate the
possibility of the RLPA returning to
its former glory. However players
will need to demand serious reform
inside the RLPA itself to transform
it back into a proper union.

Regardless of the shortcom-
ings of the RLPA we must support
the players in their dispute. These
players are workers and they put
their own health at risk every day to
entertain us and earn the NRL and
its media sponsors millions. Play-
ers deserve to be paid a wage that
will support them post-career and
be provided with ongoing support
for the injuries they will inevitably
incur. Women players deserve a
CBA in line with their male coun-
terparts. What this dispute really
highlights is that class relations
are the same no matter where you
are. Capitalism will come for any
worker no matter how beloved they
are. Even in the NRL, the players
we look up to are just as at risk of
exploitation as any other worker
and their fight for justice is no
different. @&
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The union movement extended its thoughts to the loved ones of
the food delivery rider who tragically lost his life in Sydney last
week working for UberEats. These tragic instances remind us
what's at stake when workers don’t have the protections they
need at work. There is currently no system in Australia to provide
transport gig workers with rights like minimum wage, sick leave,
workers’ compensation, or protection from contract terminations,
which adds pressure to unsafely rush work unsafely just to make
a living.

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people make up one-
fifth of the nation’s homeless population despite accounting for
only 3.8 per cent of the overall population, prompting calls for
urgent investment to close the gap. Homelessness Australia
and the National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Housing
Association are urging the Commonwealth to develop a pipeline
of investment in Aboriginal community controlled housing at
least at the level of the previous National Partnership Agreement
on Remote Indigenous Housing. According to an ABS Census
analysis, 24,930 Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people
were experiencing homelessness on Census night in 2021. Kate
Colvin, CEO of Homelessness Australia said a robust response
spanning both urban and non-metropolitan communities
was needed. “Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
experience homelessness at almost ten times the rate of the
broader community, which is utterly unacceptable,” Colvin said.
“A combination of racism in the housing market, poverty, and
disadvantage is badly aggravated by record low vacancy rates.
Lack of secure and affordable housing compounds inequalities
in health and education. We must invest in affordable, quality
homes to achieve justice, health, and wellbeing for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people.” Rob Macfarlane, Chief Operations
Officer for National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Housing
Association said, “No child should have to face the harsh reality of
homelessness, and it is our duty to ensure that they have access
to safe, stable, and nurturing environments where they can thrive.”
Federal investment in Indigenous housing plummeted over the
last decade, from $794 million in 2011-12 to only $111.7 million in
2023-24 and zero in 2024-25. While Labor committed $100 million
for remote housing in the October 2022 Budget, this investment is
limited to remote communities in the Northern Territory. Yet unmet
First Nations housing needs and high rates of homelessness are
present across the nation in major cities, regional areas, as well
as in remote communities.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Imagine a health system where
parasitic private health insurance companies decide which
procedures, tests, and treatments patients can have. Where
these private funds undermine the right of patients and their GPs
or specialists to decide their course of treatment. This is where
Australia is headed with the Albanese government’s drive for
the destruction of Medicare. While the media has been focusing
on the battle between the Australian Medical Association, the
pharmacies, and government over the details of the government’s
privatisation agenda, the health system is moving to a US system
of for-profit, private healthcare, creating a two-tier health system
with privately insured patients given priority over others.

Australia Cuba Friendship Society, Sydney, invites you to a

MONCADA
70" ANNIVERSARY
LUNCH GALA

AN EVENT TO CELEBRATE 70 YEARS OF
THE CUBAN JULY 26 MOVEMENT

GREEK COMMUNITY CLUB
206 LAKEMBA ST, LAKEMBA

SUNDAY
6 AUG
12— 4 PM

PRESOLD TICKETS ONLY:
335 WAGED / 525 UNWAGED

PANEL AND Q&A! | GREEK BUFFET LUNCH! | MUSIC BY PAPALOTE!

PANELLISTS: Marianniz Diaz Hernandez - Cuban Chemical Research Scientist
lvan Barreto Lopez— Cuban International Relations Expert
Dr Peter Ross— Latin American Specialist, UNSW

To book tickets, visit www.trybooking.com/CILUS
or contact Chela on 0422 665 099.
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Anti-AUKUS action
rocks Melbourne

Melbourne comrades gath-
ered in Brunswick to protest
the planned AUKUS commit-
ment and the Albanese govern-
ment’s plans to turn Australia
into a parking lot for nuclear
powered submarines at a start-
ing price of $368 billion. The
protest was supported by the
Construction Forestry, Mining
and Energy Union (CFMEU),
the Maritime Union of Aus-
tralia (MUA), the Australian
Services Union, and other left

groups. The Riff Raff Radical
Marching Band played, fol-
lowing which comrades heard
from speakers including local
Greens MP Dr Tim Read, Mer-
ri-bek councillor Sue Bolton,
and Korean peace activist and
unionist Joon Shik Shin. Coun-
cillor Bolton called for Austral-
ians to acknowledge the many
times when Australia has been
an aggressor in war.

Joon Shik Shin brought support
for our anti-AUKUS movement

from Korean workers and asked for
Australian support for the strug-
gle Korean workers face against
American militarism.

Tim Read spoke on a neglected
topic — the reaction of other coun-
tries in the region to Australia
getting nuclear submarines, and
made the point that AUKUS could
well drive an arms race in the Asia-
Pacific region.

SCRAP AUKUS! GIVE PEACE
A BUDGET! &

Vinnies for the Voice

The St Vincent de Paul Society, better known
as Vinnies, supports the Yes vote in the com-
ing Voice to Parliament referendum.

“The Society urges all Australians to support this
critical reform and to vote ‘yes’ on referendum day,”
said National Deputy President Warwick Fulton.

“A Voice to Parliament will give Indigenous com-
munities a means to inform policy and legal decisions

that impact their lives.

“It will also recognise and value the place of Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Australia’s

history,” said Mr Fulton.

scale.

experience, that listening respectfully is fundamen-
tal to understanding people and their needs, and to
delivering assistance that maintains their dignity and
that works,” Mr Fulton said.

“The Voice will be a way to do this on a national

“Enshrining the Voice in the Constitution is so
important because it will mean that the Australian

people have accepted the generous invitation of the

Uluru Statement from the Heart to walk with First
Nations people to work towards recognition, recon-

ciliation, and justice,” Mr Fulton said. &

“We have learnt, sometimes through painful

Wake up Jeff!
Kennett urges pay cuts

The ACTU has called out
former Victorian premier Jeff
Kennett’s suggestion that staff
working from home should
have their pay docked as “they
save money as it saves them all
the stress.”

Mr Kennett is quoted as saying
“There will be people making a deci-
sion (to work from home) because
they don’t have to go through the
trauma of driving to and from work,
or (taking) the train or something —
they save money and it saves them
all that stress.”

The ACTU believes that whether
workers are at their office desk or
home desk they should have rights
and entitlements to share produc-
tivity gains, a safe and health work

environment, and the ability to
draw a line between work and life.

Workers shouldn’t be out of
pocket for the expense of working
from home, with the cost of heating
and electricity skyrocketing over
the past 12 months.

The ACTU “Working from home
Charter” states home workers must
be treated equally with all other
workers. The terms and conditions
of all home workers should be fair
and at least equivalent to workers
who are not working from home.
They must get the same opportu-
nities for promotion, development
and training and be equally eligible
for other forms of flexible work-
ing. Home working should have
no adverse differential effects by

gender, age, disability, or other
worker characteristics.

ACTU Secretary Sally McManus
has said, “Whenever there’s an
issue affecting workers, it seems
the Liberals have one answer, cut
people’s pay. It wouldn’t matter
the problem, it’s always the same
solution, cut workers pay.”

“There is one exception to this
rule and that’s when it comes to
their own pay and the pay of CEOs.
This pay should always go up. Jeff
Kennett should abandon his knee-
jerk Liberal party views. Working
people are living through a cost-of-
living crisis after 10 years of wage
stagnation. The last thing people
need is pay cuts.” &

Hannah Middleton

“As a colonised people, its not glamorous ... you look at all the
social indicators from poverty to homelessness to drug and alco-
hol addition, abuse, domestic violence. We top the chart in all
of those issues,” says Lisa Natividad, an Indigenous Chamoru
woman who is a daughter of the Se’mon and Senen clans from
Mangilao in Guahan (called Guam by its US colonisers).

Lisa is convenor of the Guahan Coalition for Peace and Justice
and professor of social work at the University of Guam. She is a
leading fighter in the new movement against militarisation, inspired
by a Chamoru cultural revival, with an emphasis on reclaiming his-
tory, language, literature, and traditions.

Guahan, an exquisite Pacific atoll, is only 50 kms long and 20 kms
wide. It is the southern-most island in the Marianas chain that
includes Tinian, and Saipan. It is the homeland of the Chamoru
people whose ancestors first came to the islands nearly 4,000
years ago.

Its position 2700 kms east of Taiwan and about 2000 kms north
of Papua New Guinea make it strategically important, and it is a
prime example of the appalling impact of US militarisation on the
Pacific peoples.

With a population of almost 174,000, two-thirds of Guam’s resi-
dents are outsiders, many attached to the military.

Guahan is a power projection hub, called by the US the “tip of the
spear,” and “America’s unsinkable aircraft carrier.”

The US military now owns one third of Guahan.

It uses Guahan for nuclear missile submarines, long-range
bombers, satellite, underwater cable communications, electronic
intelligence gathering, ship repair facilities, a missile defence sys-
tem, and stockpiles of conventional and nuclear weapons.

Sprawling over 18,000 acres at the northern end of the island,
Andersen Air Force base hosts 8000 service personnel, fam-
ily members and contractors. The base looks like small-town
America with duplex houses, a hospital, school, and a mall serv-
ing Taco Bell, and Subway.

Australia’s increasing reliance on the US includes Guahan. Earlier
this year US General Birch reported “I had an Australian com-
mand and control aircraft on my ramp, | had an Australian tanker, |
had Australian fighters that were all coming back from yet another
exercise in the Indo-Pacific region.”

Guahan is one of 16 non-self-governing territories listed by the
United Nations, and represented by a single non-voting delegate
in the US Congress.

The island’s status as an unincorporated US territory means the
Chamoru are at the mercy of decision-makers in Washington.
Residents are not eligible to vote in US national elections.

The negative impact of the US military on Guam is manifested in
poor health, radiation exposure, contaminated and toxic sites, and
curbing of traditional practices such as fishing. The incidence of
cancer in Guahan is high, and Chamoru have significantly higher
rates than other groups. Additional problems include failing water
supply and sewage system, increased noise, worse traffic con-
gestion, higher rents, and increased crime and prostitution.

Andersen base is a source of toxic contamination through dump-
sites and leaching of chemicals into the underground aquifer
beneath the base. Some toxic sites on the bases are being
cleaned up, but this is not being done outside the bases.

25 per cent of the population are defined as poor. The hospital
and schools are underfunded and there are few opportunities for
training on the island.

Increased militarisation is devastating the environment. When the
military introduced snakes into Guahan in the mid 20th Century,
for example, it led to the virtual eradication of 10 of the 12 forest
bird species. The loss of the seed-dispensing birds, together with
military destruction, has decimated the atoll's native limestone
forests.

The military hospital and on-base schools have better facilities
than the civilian hospital and public schools, water use by the
large military population creates shortages for local people, and
private military beaches deny the local community access to their
ancestral heritage.

Despite their economic dependence on the US military, people
in Guahan have expressed strong opposition to the operations of
the US military on their land. Victoria-Lola Guerrero, a prominent
Chamoru activist, says, “We do not want the destruction of our
land. We do not want the destruction of our cultural resources.”
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CPA’s Elly Hulm to CPUSA
International Conference

Dear Comrades

On behalf of the Communist
Party of Australia, I thank the
CPUSA for inviting us to speak
and I send our fraternal greet-
ings and solidarity to all your
members and supporters.

I acknowledge that I speak on
the stolen lands of the Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples,
the traditional owners of the Aus-
tralian continent. I pay my respects
to their elders, past and present,
and I acknowledge their ongoing
connection to the land, sky, and
water. It always was, and always
will be Aboriginal land.

US imperialism is setting up
a dangerous plan to encircle and
contain socialist China. Alliances
have been formed such as the
Quad, Five Eyes, and AUKUS. The
AUKUS agreement between the
US, UK, and Australia was signed
with bipartisan support in 2021
and endorsed by the new Labor
Albanese government in office since
May 2022.

The US had long been milita-
rising the north of Australia as a
potential site to threaten China.
This has been accelerated by
AUKUS to include US nuclear-
armed submarines being based in
Australia as well as the additional
forces and weaponry.

The old colonial approach
of terra nullius is again in play.
There is little to no consultation
with the Australian people and in
particular with remote communi-
ties in Northern Australia that will
become the front line of Australia
in an offensive war in Asia Pacific.

Space company Equatorial
Launch Australia (ELA) has signed
an agreement with United States
rocket company Phantom Space
Corporation to collaborate on mis-
sions at the Arnhem Space Centre
(ASC) in the Northern Territory.

Phantom, has confirmed it has
had links to the US Department
of Defence. It has hopes to mass-
produce rockets and fire orbital
rockets from the north-east Arnhem
Land site by 2025.

This is causing alarm in local
communities. Elder and Arnhem
Land politician Yingiya Guyula said
consultation with local constituents
was needed if the space centre was
to be used for military purposes,
such as for a missile range.

“I have not been consulted ...
about orbital rockets and missiles
being launched from our country
and it is very concerning that these
things are being talked about by
ELA and others without the Yolngu
clans connected to the Gove Penin-
sula being at the forefront of that
conversation.”

Yingiya said “...our country is
seen as expendable because we are
in the middle of nowhere. But we
are not in the middle of nowhere.
The rockets are launching, flying
over, and coming down on country
that is populated. ... From bigger
towns, to homeland towns, to hunt-
ing grounds and ceremonial sites.”

The US is intent on constructing
an overwhelming military pres-
ence in both the Indian and Pacific
Oceans. Most of South East Asia
have expressed misgivings about
AUKUS reinforced by NATO’s
characterisation of AUKUS as a
key instrument for NATO’s Asia-
Pacific involvement.

This presence involves the
modernisation and expansion of
America’s military alliances with

The anti AUKUS-WA protest outside the ALP women’s conference held at the Esplanade Hotel in Fremantle, WA.

Japan, South Korea, the Philip-
pines, Thailand, and Australia,
upgraded security arrangements
with Taiwan, Singapore, New Zea-
land, and Pakistan, and efforts to
build closer ties with India.

Australia is set to become a will-
ing proxy for NATO which looks to
exert power and influence in Asia
Pacific. France, UK, Canada, and
Germany will join the bi-annual
Talisman Sabre war games organ-
ised by the US and Australia, which
started on July 22 for 2 weeks.

Australia must withdraw from
the partnership with nuclear-armed
NATO and its aggressive war plans
and NATO must be kept out of Asia
and the Pacific.

The real threat to Australia’s
security is from the US war machine
which is targeting the People’s
Republic of China. Neither Aus-
tralia or the US can win a war
against China. The only winner is
the military industrial complex.

In a highly significant move
India has withdrawn from the Talis-
man Sabre war games. Ms Annette
Brownlie, spokesperson for the
Independent and Peaceful Australia
Network (IPAN) said the “United
States and Australian government
hopes for India joining the Quad
and making it a military alliance
have been dashed by India’s with-
drawal from the Talisman Sabre
war games.”

In Australia the failure of mass
mobilisation to stop Australia join-
ing the US in the invasion of Iraq
saw the peace movement greatly
diminished. Small groups remained
focussing on aspects of peace but
there was no network to bring those
groups together in a mass move-
ment. Since the announcement
of AUKUS the Party joined others
to set up anti AUKUS groups. It
looks increasingly promising that
the Anti-AUKUS movement will
develop into the strong organised
movement that is essential.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia has called for the adoption
of a peace budget; a budget that
will create many more jobs and
far greater security for the Austral-
ian people through much-needed
spending on housing, education,
medical care, and action on climate
change.

It is working class taxes that
pay for the weapons, the working
class who fight their wars, and
the working class who are aban-
doned by the government when
they develop post-traumatic stress
disorder from fighting those wars.
A 2021 defence department report
put suicides at 24 per cent higher
for ex-serving males and 102 per
cent (or 2.02 times) higher for ex-
serving females when compared
with the Australian population.

The only beneficiaries of the
preparation and execution of
war are the weapons dealers, the
war profiteers who sell the guns,
bombs, subs tanks, missiles, drones,
and more. Without war, they are
nothing.

Submarines have started to
appear secretly in our ports. These
ports are in close proximity to resi-
dential communities but knowledge
of the activity is not well known.
Proposed permanent sites for sub-
marine rotations have been identi-
fied in Cockburn Sound in Western
Australia, and Port Kembla in New
South Wales.

The people, including the
Maritime Union, have mobilised
to deliver strong resistance in Port
Kembla but not so much in West-
ern Australia, and South Australia
where the promise of jobs, that
won'’t be realised, is used to subdue
workers and their unions.

Dollar for dollar, military
spending creates far fewer jobs
than spending on other sectors like
education and health care. Military
spending creates jobs that bring
wealth to some people and busi-
nesses, but does nothing to alleviate
poverty, or result in widely shared
prosperity.

Prime Minister Albanese boasts
of what he calls “new jobs, new
industries, and new expertise in
science, technology, and cyber”
— but this is all for war, for death,
and destruction.

Awareness is being raised
among trade union members and
their unions that the job story is a
hoax. Unions must join the move-
ment against this anti working-class
military adventure. We applaud
the blow delivered by the Electri-
cal Trades Union (ETU) when a
motion against AUKUS put to the

Queensland Labor Party Conference
got support from the rank and file.

There is hope that unions such
as the Maritime Union of Australia,
electrical trade union will present
challenges at the National confer-
ence of the Labor Party next month.

Psychological warfare is being
waged against the Australian
people. An enabling media who,
as we have seen with its view of
climate change, runs a consistent
editorial line on AUKUS and “criti-
cal” voices are rarely heard.

A sinister socialisation and
militarisation process is underway
to persuade schoolchildren about
the merits of AUKUS.

Weapons companies are spon-
soring and directly delivering STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering,
and Maths) education programs to
primary school children, with the
explicit intention of creating posi-
tive attitudes to careers in weap-
ons development and production.
Research by Medical Association
for the Prevention of War (MAPW)
shows major weapons companies
seek to attract the “best and bright-
est” young people into a compre-
hensive talent pipeline socialised
to accept the development and
deployment of war hardware and
software as an essential, exciting,
and rewarding career.

Children should not be the
vehicle to deliver the militarisa-
tion of our society entrenching the
belief that our political, ideological,
economic, and social issues can and
should be resolved with military
solutions.

Where is the funding for career
training and pathways for skills to
tackle our greatest threats such as
homelessness, lack of medical care,
and environmental crises? Where is
the funding for skills in areas such
as renewable energy, water and food
security, or public health? There is
no such equivalent funding. War
and its preparations are the greatest
threat to the environment. How do
these politicians, military, academ-
ics, and media criminals intend to
save Australia from environmental
catastrophe?

Where is the funding for the
half a million Australians who are
struggling to afford food every day?

What is occurring is theft of the

public purse that is being funnelled
to UK and US nuclear submarine
industries. Generations of the
working class will face austerity to
pay for it so that Australian armed
forces can effectively be turned into
a branch of another country’s mili-
tary. There is no choice but to take
it to the streets — Climate activists,
nuclear free activists, and peace
activists are realising their common
interest and working together with
left and progressive parties, some
trade unions, churches, and com-
munity groups. We know war and
climate change are the greatest
threats to our security; China is
not. We can all agree on one thing
and that is China is not planning
to invade Australia.

With organisation our voices
will be magnified with the rallying
cry that the proliferation of weap-
ons is one of the greatest threats to
peace in today’s world. The global
weapons industry profits from war
and insecurity, and is associated
with corruption and human rights
violations.

Imperialist wars will not end
until capitalism is overthrown. We
know the declining imperial empire
will aggressively and viciously
struggle to retain its domination.
The losers will be humankind and
the planet.

We can only confront this on
a global scale. We must fight to
replace capitalism by socialism.

Hannah Middleton recently
wrote “It is time for us to join
together and call on governments
around the world to cut military
spending, and to instead invest in
the true needs of the people and the
planet to build a just and sustain-
able peace.”

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia is committed to defeating
AUKUS and getting Australians
the peace budget, they need. We
commit to organising locally and
in a unified front globally for the
better world we know is possible.

Thank you for the invitation
and best wishes with this important
conference. @&
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NATO summit:
plans for global

The NATO summit meeting in
Vilnius, Lithuania, registered
a new level of aggressiveness
of the western military alli-
ance led by the United States.
Though the central issue of
the summit was the war in
Ukraine, the declaration of
the summit goes much beyond
and expresses its interests in
other parts of the world out-
side Europe and makes clear
its intent to pursue global
domination.

As in the Madrid summit dec-
laration last year, the document
talks of a “360-degree approach”
which relates to security threats in
land, air, maritime, and cyberspace
domains.

As far as the Ukraine conflict
is concerned, the tone is bellicose
with no mention whatsoever of any
prospects for peace negotiations. It
demands that a pre-condition for
peace is “Russia’s complete and
unconditional withdrawal” from
all Ukraine territories. The summit
committed in a separate agreement
to large-scale increase in supplies
of arms and equipment to Ukraine.

As for President Zelenskyy’s
demand for immediate NATO
membership of Ukraine, the
NATO leaders did not accede to
the demand. This was for tactical
reasons as Ukrainian membership
of NATO would trigger Article 5 of
the NATO treaty, which would draw
the United States and other NATO
partners directly into the war with
Russia. The declaration assures that
Ukraine is now virtually part of the
NATO alliance and says, “Ukraine
has become increasingly interoper-
able and politically integrated with
the Alliance.” The United States
wanted a situation where Ukraine
keeps fighting and bearing the

Photo: AEAEEARE/LHE — Wikimedia Commons (CC BY 4.0).

brunt of the war destruction and
casualties while sustaining its fight
with the help of sophisticated and
advanced weaponry provided by
the NATO countries.

The NATO summit saw Fin-
land joining as a new member
and the accession of Sweden to the
treaty being cleared after Tiirkiye
withdrew its objection. With the
joining of these two countries, the
land border with Russia has more
than doubled. The NATO summit
also approved a document setting
out details of troops and weapons
deployment throughout eastern
Europe and its plan to increase
NATO’s rapid reaction force from
40,000 to 300,000 soldiers. Thus,
the encirclement of Russia with
NATO troops on its borders has
rapidly expanded.

It is this eastward expansion
of NATO, which was the source
of the conflict in Ukraine in the
first place. The United States and
western powers had reneged on
their promise not to expand NATO
eastwards after the unification of
Germany.

The Vilnius declaration talks of
its strategic interests in every part
of the globe, including the Middle
East, Africa, and the Indo-Pacific
region, thus betraying its global
plan for hegemony.

The other key focus of the
declaration is on China. China is
accused of using “a broad range of
political, economic, and military
tools to increase its global footprint
and project power.” It is accused of
damaging the alliance’s security
with “malicious hybrid and cyber
operations” and trying to control
key technological sectors, critical
infrastructure, strategic materials,
and supply change. China is charged
with violating the “rules-based

e e S

international order” — a reference
to the mechanisms which were
established after the Second World
War, to maintain US hegemony
over the world.

It is this targeting of China
which saw the participation of
the Quad and AUKUS countries’
political leaders at the Vilnius
summit. The prime ministers of
Japan, Australia, New Zealand,
and the president of South Korea
attended the summit. The United
States hopes to create a NATO in the
east to counter and isolate China.

India was not a participant
in the summit even though it is
a member of the Quad. Since the
Vilnius summit was to deal prima-
rily with the Ukraine conflict and
Russia, and India could not have
attended such a meeting given its
neutral position. However, the
NATO summit projecting the west-
ern alliance’s Indo-Pacific strategy
is something that India has already
come fully on board.

The NATO summit marks the
growing militarisation and aggres-
siveness of the United States and
its allies. Both Germany, and Japan
which had been demilitarised after
the Second World War have now
embarked upon the path of rear-
mament and building up military
power. President Biden would like
the war in Ukraine to be prolonged
even through the much-vaunted
counter-offensive of the Ukrain-
ian armed forces has not made
any headway. A prolonged war
suits the US quest to consolidate
its hegemony over Europe and to
rally them in the ensuing struggle
with China. It is in this context that
the Modi government is seen more
and more to be acquiescing in the
United States’ aggressive plans.
People’s Democracy @
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THIS AUGUST: CPA NATIONAL PARTY
SCHOOL IN SYDNEY

A POLITICAL EDUCATION WEEKEND FEATURING:

POLITICAL ECONOMY AND CLASS STRUGGLE

CLASS BASIS OF THE OPPRESSION OF WOMAN
CAMPAIGNING FOR ¥YES IN THE REFERENDUM
FIRST NATIONS AND THE NATIONAL QUESTION

Saturday & Sunday, 12th - 13th of August, starting 9:30 AM

Address in Sydney provided on confirmation of attendance

Contact NSW 5t

I

5 for more information:
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. Global Briefs

KENYA: Police have been ordered not to report deaths amid
protests against the rising cost of living. While police in Kenya
have long been accused by rights groups of using excessive
force, there is growing concern about tactics used under the
government of President William Ruto, who was elected last
year. “Police are receiving orders outside the police command
and beginning to act in the interests of the executive and not
the public interest,” the director of the Independent Medico-
Legal Unit watchdog, Peter Kiama, said. The failure to report
deaths or injuries from police action within 24 hours to the
government-created Independent Policing Oversight Authority
(IPOA) is illegal, Kiama said. A commissioner with the IPOA,
John Waiganjo, confirmed to local broadcaster NTV that the
organisation had “not received notifications as we should,
and | think it's important to point that out.” Data from Kiama’s
organisation shows that 27 people confirmed shot dead by
police in three previous opposition-called demonstrations this
year. In addition, the watchdog has confirmed six shot dead
by police last week, four of them in the capital, Nairobi. They
were trying to confirm four more in various parts of the country.
“It seems the police are out to completely disregard the public
interest, and that’s dangerous for us,” Kiama said. “We've
been there in the '90s and saw what happened, the issue of
plainclothes officers abducting people without identifying
themselves. That's what we're seeing unfolding.” That has
intensified in recent weeks, he said.

CANADA: The International Longshore and Warehouse Union
Canada rescinded the strike notice that it had issued. In a brief
note to its locals in British Columbia that evening, the union said
the strike set for 22nd July at 9am “has now been removed.”
With the 72-hour notice lifted, the union can’t resume strike
action unless it files another notice, according to the Canada
Industrial Relations Board decision issued against the union.

TWO KOREAS: According to the Biden administration, the
North did not respond to US attempts to discuss the US
soldier who bolted across the heavily armed border. Without
mentioning the serviceman, North Korea’s defence minister
blasted the docking of a nuclear-armed US submarine in South
Korea. Travis King, who was supposed to be in his home after
finishing a prison sentence in South Korea for assault, ran into
the North while on a civilian tour of the border last week.

MALI: French has been demoted to a working language
instead of being an official language in Mali, amongst other
changes adopted from a recent referendum. This will probably
be a popular move; recent demonstrations have involved local
people protesting against the French military involvement there,
and people in the area have seen the CFA franc, a currency
backed by France — as a neocolonial means of keeping French
influence alive in the region.

HIRC
pan Nuclear Weapons

Cancel AUKUS | No Nuclear Subs | Peace Not War

Sunday 6 August 12-1:30pm
Perth Culfr_yral Centre, Northbridge

HEDICAL ASSOCIATION FOR
PREVENTION EIFAW!JAHI
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Lettery to-the Editor ,&

The Guawdion

74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hilly NSW 2010

email: editor@cpa.org.au

Dear Comrade Editor

I’ve heard a lot about the possible
limitations of the Voice to Parlia-
ment. All 'm really hearing is that
if a Voice to Parliament won’t solve
everything instantly, we shouldn’t
have a go. Personally, I really hope
the Yes vote succeeds because I don’t
trust the government. I don’t trust
any government under the system
we have in Australia. They all seem
to be in the pocket of big corporate
donors and the USA. I don’t trust
them, and that’s why I want the
Voice to get up.

There’s a lot of struggle ahead for

Australians who want justice for First

Australians. I want the government to
implement the recommendations of the
Black Deaths in Custody Royal Commis-
sion. I want them to close the gap. I want
Albanese to spend more on housing for
Aboriginal people. I want Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islanders to have more con-
trol. I don’t trust any government under
the system we have now to make these
things happen, at least not without a fight.

If the Voice gets up, it will put the
wind in our sails and make that fight a
bit louder.

Comrades, if you don’t trust the gov-
ernment, vote YES!

Peter Noke
Cheltenham, Victoria

Guardian

Something to say?
Write to the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au

Call to action against war

Statement of principles - The Australian Anti-AUKUS Coalition

The Australian Anti-AUKUS Coalition
(AAAQ) is campaigning for an Austral-
ia that is committed to peace, justice
and a nuclear-free world.

In Australia, this starts with acknowledge-
ment of invasion, and solidarity with First
people’s struggle for justice and sovereignty.

To this end:

We oppose the AUKUS military alliance
between the USA, United Kingdom, and
Australia, as well as the Quad (US, Japan,
Australia, India), because these alliances
make war, including nuclear war, more likely.

We campaign to stop the acquisition and
stationing of nuclear-powered submarines
and the establishment of new nuclear reactor
technical facilities in Australia or the Pacific.

We oppose preparation for war with
China.

We call on the Australian government to
divert the $100s of billions earmarked for
military spending on AUKUS and nuclear
submarines, and to spend it instead on urgent
social and economic needs in the Australian
community, including urgently dealing with
the climate crisis and natural disasters which
are the most significant threat to people’s
lives and welfare throughout the region,
including Australia.

We are against the deployment of Aus-
tralian armed forces to foreign wars.

We oppose foreign military bases and
troops on Australian soil and visits by foreign
warships likely carrying nuclear weapons.

We call for an end to Australia’s partici-
pation in joint military exercises whether in
Australia or overseas.

We condemn the increasing repression
of democratic rights in the name of security.

We oppose increased militarisation of
university research and the militarisation
of the Australian economy.

We oppose the militarisation of Austral-
ian foreign aid.

We urge the Australian government to
immediately sign the Treaty on the Prohibi-
tion of Nuclear Weapons.

We support peaceful resolution of inter-
national conflicts between countries — people
demand peace and justice.

We support the rebuilding of Australia’s
resources in the area of diplomacy.

The Coalition campaigns to raise public
awareness of the dangers of AUKUS. The
Coalition believes that only through a united
front of all those supporting these aims can
public opinion be mobilised to achieve them.
We stand in solidarity with anti-war move-
ments around the world..

BACKGROUND TO THE
FORMATION OF AAAC

On 16th September 2021, the Austral-
ian government announced Australia had
joined the newly formed AUKUS (Australia,
UK, US) military pact and had committed
billions of dollars to the acquisition of eight
nuclear propelled submarines from either
the USA or UK.

The AUKUS and nuclear submarines
announcement alarmed peace, environment
and faith organisations and many people from
different walks of life deeply concerned that
AUKUS and nuclear powered submarines
would involve Australia in another US-led
war thousands of miles away, this time
potentially a nuclear war with devastating
consequences for people and the environ-
ment in Australia and Asia-Pacific.

The acquisition and stationing of nuclear
submarines in Australia will open the door
to the dangers of nuclear power and nuclear
weapons in Australia’s ports. The $171 billion

committed to eight nuclear submarines
diverts urgently needed public funds from
health, education, housing, the environment,
and social services.

On immediate announcement of AUKUS
and nuclear powered submarines 17 peace,
environment, faith, social justice and com-
munity organisations across Australia called
a national meeting to determine support
for the formation of a broad-based national
coalition to build a united people’s campaign
to stop Australia’s acquisition of nuclear
powered submarines and joining the AUKUS
military pact (see list below). More than 240
individuals pledged their support.

A national meeting of 28 wide ranging
peace, environment, faith, independence,
social justice and community organisations
and 140 individuals was held on 7th Novem-
ber. The meeting unanimously endorsed the
formation of a national coalition to develop
a united front campaign to stop AUKUS and
nuclear submarines.

Participants called for a broad-based cam-
paign for peace and a nuclear free Australia.

The 7th November meeting established
Interim Working Group tasked with devel-
oping a statement of principles and co-ordi-
nating national days of actions, issue public
statements and initiate other nationally
co-ordinated joint activities. The Interim
Working Group is made up of 14 state rep-
resentatives who consult with their state
groups and organisations.

On 20th March, 2022, the Australian
Anti-AUKUS Coalition was launched for
mass action to end war.

Independent and Peaceful Australia Network;
Australian Anti-Bases Campaign Coalition;
Friends of the Earth; Pax Christi Victoria;
Melbourne Unitarian Peace Memorial Church;
Medical Association for Prevention of War;

Photo: facebook.com/SydAntiAukusCoalition

Women'’s International League for Peace

and Freedom, Australia; The Quaker Peace
and Legislation Committee; Spirit of Eureka;
Just Peace; Marrickville Peace Group; IPAN-
Victoria; Philippines Caucus for Peace; Sydney
Criminal Lawyers; Lawyers for Peace; Sydney
Criminal Lawyers; Campaign for International
Co-operation and Disarmament. &

A film like Oppenheimer shows
just how necessary it is to teach
history in all of its complexi-
ties. When tackled in a way
that is not sanitised, it can
open up a true exploration of
our past and its influence on
our present and future. This
biopic explores the life of the
“father of the atomic bomb,”
Julius Robert Oppenheimer,
played by Cillian Murphy.

Written and directed by Chris-
topher Nolan (Dunkirk), Oppenhe-
imer tells the story of theoretical
physicist J Robert Oppenheimer,
who was pivotal in developing the
first nuclear weapons as part of
the Manhattan Project, thereby
ushering in what has been called
the Atomic Age.

The Atomic Age began when
the first nuclear bomb — called
“The Gadget” — was tested in
New Mexico, on 16th July 1945,

Film Review by Chauncey K Robinson

Oppenheimer

during World War II. The bomb’s
success would lead to the atomic
annihilation of the Japanese cities
of Hiroshima and Nagasaki near
the end of the war. It represented
the first large-scale use of nuclear
technology .

Oppenheimer played a pivotal
role in launching this era. His sci-
entific genius and organisation of
the Manhattan Project brought
about one of the most influential
scientific breakthroughs known to
humankind. This breakthrough, of
course, was a double-edged sword,
as the theoretical scientist had to
deal with the fallout (literally and
figuratively), the lives lost, and the
potentially catastrophic future his
bomb could bring. The film explores
Oppenheimer grappling with this
moral dilemma, the atmosphere
that brought about his conviction
to create the bomb, his misgivings
after the bomb came to fruition,

and his rise, fall, and eventual rise
again in the public eye.

Like many in the 1930s radical-
ised by the hardships of the Great
Depression and the global rise
of fascism, Oppenheimer leaned
heavily towards left-wing political
thinking.

The focus is on three key points
in Oppenheimer’s life. The first is
his early days leading up to being
recruited for the Manhattan Project
and his time working on it. We see
his connections with labour organ-
isers attempting to unionise the
professors and staff at UC Berkeley.
The FBI, under J Edgar Hoover,
began surveillance of Oppenheimer
before WWa.

The second segment is centred
on the panel hearing he endured
in 1954 that led to his security
clearance being revoked. We see
Oppenheimer grappling with his
legacy and his role in the creation

of such a powerful weapon. This
the moment when his “loyalty” to
the government was questioned
due to past political affiliations and
his opposition to certain projects
the government was pushing — like
the catastrophic hydrogen bomb.
The third key point follows
Lewis Lichtenstein Strauss (played
to perfection by Robert Downey Jr)
years after Oppenheimer’s clearance
was revoked. Strauss had played a
central role in stripping Oppenhe-
imer of his clearance.
Oppenheimer and Strauss —
were also puzzle pieces in a larger
political picture. Strauss as chair-
man of the Atomic Energy Commis-
sion, advocated for the hydrogen
bomb, and minimised the impact of
radiation fallout on Pacific Island-
ers affected by US nuclear tests.
Emily Blunt gives a chilling
performance as the loyal and
somewhat troubled wife; it is this

critic’s hope that the film encour-
ages viewers to look deeper into
Kitty’s life to understand her his-
tory in the progressive movement
even before she met her husband.

People were pushed out of
their careers because they dared
to question the state and the socio-
economic system. The blacklisting
happened not only in the scientific
field but also in entertainment,
medical, and other industries. Who
knows what innovations might
have been lost to time due to the
oppressive McCarthy era?

There’s a lot here, yet Nolan
manages — through dynamic story-
telling and highly imaginative direc-
torial choices — to infuse an energy
in the film that prevents it from
ever feeling like a three-hour slog.
People’s World &
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Review by Ben Chacko
Maduro: A decade
Continuing Chavez’s Socialist
Anti-imperialist Struggle

by Francisco Dominguez

This pamphlet published by the General Fed-
eration of Trade Unions is a handy overview of
Venezuela’s last decade. When Hugo Chavez,
the dynamic founder of the Bolivarian Revo-
lution, died in 2013, ruling-class circles in the
United States believed Venezuela’s socialist
experiment would quickly unravel.

Venezuela Solidarity Campaign secretary Francisco
Dominguez shows how wrong they were.

Some on the soft left, in a familiar trajectory,
dropped support for Venezuela when things got diffi-
cult, arguing that Chavez’s revolution had degenerated
into a dictatorship under Nicolas Maduro.

More recently, controversy has emerged over criti-
cisms by the Communist Party of Venezuela (PCV),
which accuses the Maduro government of rapproche-
ment with imperialism.

But Dominguez’s study makes a convincing case
for the continuity of the Venezuelan revolution.

The US certainly never let up in its hostility, and
Chapter Two takes us through the repeated attempts
to remove Chévez from power from 1999, most dra-
matically the April 2002 coup in which the president
was actually kidnapped before being freed by a huge
mobilisation of ordinary people.

If US officials opined after Chavez’s death that
Maduro would rapidly fall from power they didn’t
intend to watch and wait.

Perceived weakness would be met with a ferociously
intensified economic and political war.

Barack Obama ludicrously declared Venezuela
“an unusual and extraordinary threat to the national
security of the United States” in 2015.

Venezuela was subjected to an increasingly harsh
sanctions regime with horrific consequences. Its assets
abroad were frozen or stolen — famously 31 tons of
gold are still held in the Bank of England. “Banks the
world over froze virtually all Venezuelan accounts ...
oil-related spare parts and refining chemicals were
completely blocked, making output collapse.”

Venezuela lost US$232 billion in oil revenues;
sanctions applied to medicines cost tens of thou-
sands of lives.

A chilling example of the human impact of sanc-
tions is given: in 2019 a Portuguese bank blocked
Venezuela’s payment for bone marrow transplants
for 26 severely ill citizens at an Italian clinic. Five
children died awaiting treatment.

Sanctions were combined with the Venezuelan

opposition’s regular recourse to violent uprisings,
which lasted months at a time in 2014, 2017, and 2019.

Hundreds of people were killed in these “guar-
imbas,” with opponents of the government attack-
ing public facilities such as health centres as well as
pedestrians, often identifying anyone with dark skin
in this racially divided country as a “Chavista”: a
parking attendant with no political allegiance, Oscar
Figuera, was covered in petrol and burnt to death on
such an identification.

The regime change campaign reached its nadir
with the US recognition of the unelected Juan Guaido
as Venezuela’s president in 2019. But this farce too
ended in failure.

Dominguez quotes media reports extensively,
providing a useful lesson. Far-right street mobilisa-
tions torching buses and lynching black people were
presented across Western media as pro-democracy
demonstrations (a similarly misleading narrative has
been spun about riots in Hong Kong).

The systematic shaping of media reportage reminds
me of a Venezuelan photographer I once met, who
showed me a portfolio of hundreds of photos of pro-
and anti-government demonstrations in the country
he had taken in 2019 — and said there was no market
for any of the pro-government ones.

Dominguez answers criticisms of economic com-
promises portrayed by some critics as a sell-out of
the revolution. Above all, he supplies evidence that
Venezuela’s position has not changed in the eyes of
its enemies: the US has consistently regarded it as a
threat to be crushed through the Chavez and Maduro
presidencies.

But whether or not left critiques of Maduro are
justified, the PCV’s accusations that the ruling United
Socialist Party of Venezuela seeks to suppress and now
replace it with a friendlier duplicate need answering,
and it would be useful to see this issue addressed.

Despite its brevity, this booklet covers Venezuela’s
experience from multiple angles.

The positives are not just its survival but a new
period of strong growth, and a revolutionary democ-
racy bolstered by “tens of thousands of grassroots
committees and organisations,” one now taking a
leading role in a new wave of left-wing movements
across Latin America.

A useful guide for socialists and solidarity
campaigners.
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Pressure

How can “pressure” be a weasel word? Surely there is either
pressure or there isn’'t. That’s true if we're talking about car,
bike, or other tyres — you can put a pressure gauge on them.
Pressure on politicians, however, is more nebulous. Some-
times the pressure is real — the people are on the streets and
angry, other politicians are threatening to resign. The weasel-
ly use of “pressure” is when journalists talk about it as though
there’s any other pressure than their own hot air.

Unreasonable

Foetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD), is when a foetus
is harmed by alcohol consumption by the mother during preg-
nancy. Youd think it'd be a no-brainer to put a little warning
label on bottles of alcohol — nothing fancy, just a pictogram of
a pregnant woman with a bottle and the words “Health Warn-
ing: Alcohol can cause lifelong harm to your baby.” David
Littleproud and Richard Colbeck said that little label would be
“an unreasonable cost burden” on the alcohol industry. Not to
worry; Littleproud and Colbeck are nasty Coalition politicians.
Progressive Labor politicians in Queensland and Victoria
were also against the label, although Victoria’s Health Minis-
ter defied her own cabinet and voted for it. Take a bow Daniel
Andrews and Annastacia Palaszczuk, and remember any
reduction in alcohol-related damage to foetuses is despite,
not because of you.

Fiery

Just another way our media make bigotry, racism, and fas-
cism seem like fun. Since it's an unwritten rule of a lot of the
Australian print, radio and television journalism that racism
and bigotry can’t be described as such, “fiery” will do the job.
See also “outspoken” and “controversial.”

Reputation

” o«

Like “pressure,” “reputation” can be a real thing, an honest
way of describing what people think about something, or it
can be something that a journalist pretends is real, when it's
really just that particular journalist trying to make a non-issue
into a real thing. Nine journo James Massola, famous on a
small scale for swooning over Jenny Morrison’s charisma
during the last federal election campaign, has tweeted about
the damage to Victoria’s “international reputation, if not Aus-
tralia’s” caused by the Andrews government’s decision not to
host the next Commonwealth Games. No confirmation was
given that governments in China, the USA, or Europe know
what a Commonwealth G-ames is.

Risky

Riding a motorbike if you're drunk is risky. We know that,
because we have access to road accident statistics. Like-
wise, we can check the famous assertion that flying is safer
than driving, by just looking it up. The weasel use of "risky”
is when there’s no risk to an action, but the opponents of that
action really don’t have much to say. So it is for the Voice to
parliament. There’s a lot we don’t know about how the Voice
will work out, but just calling it “risky” is a fig-leaf for zero evi-
dence of actual risk

Principled

This implies that you have principles, that those principles
are good ones which all reasonable people would agree with,
and that you're prepared to act on those principles. Well done,
have a medal. Anthony Albanese is cheering on NATO expan-
sion and signing Australia up to military expenditure that is all
about US domination of the globe, and not about protecting
the people who voted for him. Naturally he’s being described
as “principled” in the Nine papers.
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Graham Holton

The 1967 Outer Space Treaty (OST)
between the United States and the Sovi-
et Union sought all nations to avoid
any future “land grab” leading to the
possibility of a war in Space. Under
Article 2 of the OST, no country can
claim sovereignty over parts of space
or any celestial body. A corollary to this
is that the UN’s Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, covered by Article 3
of the OST, grants individuals the fun-
damental right to own property. While
the state cannot appropriate any part
of the Moon, this does not forbid cor-
porations from owning land, setting
up bases, or performing mining activi-
ties. The Moon Treaty of 1979 would
have clarified this situation, but the
US, China, and Russia failed to ratify
the agreement.

On 20th July 1969, Buzz Aldrin planted
the US flag on the Moon. For many this
constituted a territorial claim making the
Moon an American colony. The US coun-
tered that the flag raising was honouring
US taxpayers and the engineers of the US
Space Agency, NASA, who made the Apollo
11 Mission possible. Why then did the US not
fly a United Nations flag? Sixty per cent of
the components used in the spacecraft and
Moon lander came from Europe and Japan,
and the tracking station in Australia made
it possible for the world to witness the his-
toric event on tv. Following the third Moon
mission in 1972 the US did not return to the
Moon. It had won “the Space Race.”

The Space Race began on 4th Octo-
ber 1957 when the Soviet Union sent the
first satellite, Sputnik 1, into orbit around
the Earth. The USSR followed with other
achievements far in advance of the US
by sending the first man into space, Yuri
Gagarin, in 1961 and the first woman, Val-
entina Tereshkova, two years later. On 3rd
July 1969 the Soviet N-1 launch exploded
on take-off, allowing the US to land the
first humans on the Moon.

The US believed that whoever made
the first Moon landing would be able to
fire nuclear weapons from the Moon to
anywhere on Earth. To get around nuclear
non-proliferation treaties with the USSR,
the US considered setting off nuclear explo-
sions on the Moon. It also planned to send
nuclear powered spacecraft to Mars, using
the detonation of 127 nuclear war heads as
propulsion. By the 1970s such plans were
dropped, as US intercontinental missiles were
able to hit anywhere in the USSR and China.

Today there is another space race: the
US versus China and Russia. China plans to
send humans to the Moon by 2030, to be
followed by space exploration and mining
bases. This has raised concerns with US
lawmakers and space policy analysts, who
believe the Moon Space Race can only end in
conflict. “Many terrestrial military doctrines
are not applicable in space, or at least not
as applicable. If you get beyond 50 miles,
or at least 62 miles, suddenly different rules
apply. We need to start being aware of that,”
says Rep. Jim Cooper, D-Tenn. The head
of US Space Command, General James

International

Space War?

USA, China, and the geopolitics of mining the Moon

Dickinson, told the “Sea Air Space confer-
ence” in August 2021: “If similar actions
have been taken in other domains, they’'d
likely be considered provocative, aggres-
sive, or maybe even irresponsible. And in
response, the US government would take
corresponding actions using all levers of
national power, a demarche, or a sanction
or something to indicate we won'’t tolerate
that type of behaviour, but we’re not quite
there yet in space policy.”

The OST banned nuclear weapons, mili-
tary manoeuvres, and military installations in
space. The agreement requires all countries
to take “appropriate international consulta-
tions” before making any moves that would
“cause potentially harmful interference” with
other space programs. James Lake, senior
associate at Canyon Consulting, writes in
Space Force Journal, “The question remains:
is that text sufficient?”

In 2019 China’s Chang’e-4 spacecraft
landed on the far side of the Moon. Two
years later the US Space Force and US Space
Command was set up to protect US assets
up to 437,700 kilometres away from Earth,
called “cislunar space.” The Moon is 363,300
km away making the Command in charge of
protecting the Moon for US interests. Devel-
oped by the Air Force Research Laboratory,
the Cislunar Highway Patrol System monitors
all space activity. On the geopolitical situ-
ation of the new Space Race, US President
Joe Biden said in 2022, “There’s going to
be a new world order out there, and we've
got to lead it.”

This lack of cooperation on space explora-
tion between the US and China only increases
the danger of growing conflict in the race to
extract the huge mineral wealth on the Moon.
“Our concern in the West is more about who
sets the rules of the road, particularly access
to resources,” said Malcolm Davis, researcher

Guardian

in space policy at the Australian Strategic
Policy Institute, Canberra. He warned that
China will claim the resources of the Moon
as they did in the South China Sea.

On 18th April 2019 Vice President
Kamala Harris said in her speech at Vanden-
berg Space Force Base, “The United States
is committed to lead the way and to lead
by example.” The US set up the Artemis
Accords, a non-legally binding multilateral
arrangement between the US and other
governments to govern all future activity on
the Moon, Mars, and the asteroid belt. On
13th October 2020 the US, UK, Australia,
Canada, and Japan signed the agreement and
as of 3rd May 2023, there are 24 signatories.
China warns that Artemis is a “space-based
NATO.”(see Guardian #2059 “Peace Notes
‘Whose Artemis?’”)

According to Mining.Com (17th May
2022) NASA aims to send astronauts to
the Moon by 2025, to build a base to mine
helium-3, an isotope used as an alternative to
uranium for nuclear power plants. According
to Popular Mechanics the isotope is worth
US$1.4 million per kilo. The Moon’s surface
also contains large deposits of minerals worth
35 quintillion dollars. The Moon also has
large volumes of water, necessary for human
life and mining activities.

According to the CSIRO (22nd Febru-
ary 2021) Australia will bring its expertise
in geoscience to extra-terrestrial mining.
Dave Williams, executive director of CSIRO’s
Digital, National, Facilities and Collections,
argues that we are a world leader in remote
mining, skills useful for US corporations car-
rying out Lunar mining. “There are massive
logistical issues around humans going to the
moon, such as ensuring adequate supply of
water, food, radiation-proof shelter, medi-
cal support, and setting up sustainable life
systems.”

Photo: pxfuel.com — public domain.

In January 2023 the China Daily criti-
cised NASA’s safety zones as a way for the US
government and companies to reserve areas
of the Moon, which violates international
law. In 2021 China complained to the UN
that the two satellites launched by Musk’s
SpaceX came dangerously close to its space
station. Beijing fears that such interruptions
to its space programmes will only grow in the
future. In February 2022 President Putin vis-
ited President Xi Jinping in Beijing to jointly
promote the International Lunar Research
Station, open to all other countries, as an
alternative to the Artemis Agreement. “The
world is no longer interested in its divisive,
hegemonic schemes.”

China has good reason to be suspicious.
US legislation passed in 2011 blocked China
from taking part in the International Space
Station, forcing China to build its own. Lin-
coln Hines, assistant professor at the US Air
War College, doubts, “whether you can have a
coherent system of rules in outer space when
you have two different visions of order and
there isn’t any cooperation.”

China is swiftly catching up with US
scientifically, being the first country to send
a probe to the far side of the Moon in 2019,
and the second nation to land a rover on
Mars. Xi writes in the introduction to the
white paper, China’s Space Program: A 2021
Perspective, “To explore the vast cosmos,
develop the space industry and build China
into a space power is our eternal dream.”
It was China’s fifth white paper on space
activities. Michelle Hanlon, co-director of
the Center for Air and Space Law at the Uni-
versity of Mississippi, says China wants to
be the leader. “China feels that it’s China’s
time” to be the NASA of the future. Such
impinging on US territorial and hegemonic
claims may lead to clashes and the threat
of war. &
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