
FUND 
PUBLIC HOUSING!

Anna Pha

The housing crisis continues 
to deepen with an estimated 
shortfall of 640,000 houses. 
Recent interest rate rises are 
still to take their toll on home 
buyers and are being passed 
on by landlords in rent hikes. 
Labor’s “solution,” the Hous-
ing Australia Future Fund 
(HAFF), is misleading in its 
claims and if ever implement-
ed would fall far short of what 
is urgently required.

Housing Minister Julie Collins 
says the HAFF would provide $500 
million for social and aff ordable 
housing every year. This money 
could be in the form of grants or 
loans. At present the HAfF bill is 
being blocked in the Senate by the 
Greens (and Coalition) who say 
that a $2.5 billion yearly spend is 
needed.

The private sector has failed 
dismally to provide secure and 
aff ordable housing or meet demand 
in line with population growth. At 
the same time state governments 
have sold off large amounts of 
public housing stock and privatised 
the management of public housing.

Housing for the most vulnerable 
has remained a persistent issue in 
Australia for decades and today 
with increasing costs has become a 
problem for millions more people. 
There are serious shortages in the 
supply of suitable housing in cities 
and rural and regional Australia.

Bushfi res and fl oods have high-
lighted the absence of emergency 
housing for people rendered home-
less by natural disaster or other 
changes such as suddenly becoming 
unemployed or escaping domestic 
violence.

Homelessness services are 
unable to meet demand. They 
report that 74 per cent of those 

accessing their services are women 
and children.

For anyone purchasing a home 
in the past three years, mortgage 
costs have risen from 24.6 per cent 
in 2019 to 37.4 per cent of income 
in 2023. 

The homeless and those facing 
the threat of homelessness or hous-
ing stress are not just statistics. 
They are workers and families, 
pensioners, carers, the unemployed. 
They are people struggling to make 
ends meet, to live dignifi ed lives and 
put a roof over their heads.

More than four in fi ve renters 
are in housing stress, with home-
lessness the leading impact of the 

housing crisis, a report by national 
housing campaign Everybody’s 
Home has revealed.

The report, based on an exten-
sive survey, brought to light the 
human toll of the housing crisis 
and failure of the profi t-driven 
private markets.

The survey responses are heart-
wrenching. To cite a few examples:
• “[I feel] hopeless and helpless. 

Feeling anxiety, restless and 
lost.”

• “I’m homeless and I’m so 
scared.” 

• “I am terrifi ed of being forced 
to live on the streets as an older 
woman with disabilities ... I’m 

on society’s scrap heap. I’ve 
spent the last 40 years caring 
for others, so who is going to 
care about me?”

• “I am a 55-year-old single 
mother of a pre-teen child. 
I work two jobs to pay the 
mortgage I have now after [my] 
divorce. My interest rates are 
about to increase and I am 
preparing to sell my house ... It 
is terrifying.”

HAFF
According to the government, 

the HAFF would deliver 30,000 
social and aff ordable homes, and 
an additional $330 million for 

acute housing needs over the fi rst 
fi ve years of operation.

The Future Fund is responsible 
for investing over $240 billion in 
the Medical Research Future Fund, 
the Future Drought Fund and four 
other similar funds. Its board would 
be responsible for deciding how to 
invest the HAFF.

Unlike other future funds which 
were given their initial fund, the 
Housing Australia Future Fund’s 
$10 billion would be in the form 
of a loan, possibly making it less 
secure, and easily called in after 
the initial fi ve years.

Continued on page 2

“I’m homeless and I’m so scared.”
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Tricks and Treaties
Are you scared yet?
Australia’s conservative opposition wants you to be 

frightened. Scares are second nature to the Liberal 
Party. Only four years ago, they tried to scare people 
who like going away for the weekend with the pros-
pect of electric cars. Before that, they tried to scare 
an entire state into voting Liberal because of non-
existent “African gangs,” defaming thousands of Black 
Victorians in a doomed attempt to make the rest of the 
state vote for the Coalition. In the dying days of the 
abysmal Abbott-Turnbull-Morrison Coalition govern-
ments, Scott Morrison was sending mass text messages 
to try to scare voters with Sri Lankan refugees.

You’ll notice that of the three examples above, two 
involved race. Ruling parties have long liked to use 
race and ethnic divisions to try to distract workers 
from their real enemies. Creating and then exploiting 
divisions between groups of the proletariat is some-
thing that Marx diagnosed, and it’s a trick that hasn’t 
gone out of fashion. Sometimes the scares work – fear 
of foreigners has been working for the Liberal Party 
for a long time, so long it’s become second nature.

Now they’re at it again, trying to frighten the na-
tion’s voters with the prospect of a treaty between the 
Australian government and Indigenous Australians. 

Peter Dutton thinks he’s on to a good thing with 
this. He’s trying to make the coming referendum on 
an Indigenous Voice to Parliament into a referendum 
on a national treaty. His deputy leader Sussan Ley has 
chimed in, asking the Prime Minister to explain what’s 
happening with a national treaty, without explaining 
why she thinks a treaty will follow from the Voice.

What Dutton and Ley don’t say is what’s so scary 
about a treaty anyway. They don’t spell it out because 
they don’t want to say it – they’re scared of Indigenous 
Australians getting something. At least they hope 
other Australians will be scared of that possibility 
– so scared that they won’t notice that state treaties 
are being negotiated right now. 

There are two good reasons why we don’t have to 
rise to Dutton’s bait and make the discussion about 
the Voice all about a possible national treaty between 
Indigenous and non-indigenous Australians.

First, quite simply, there’s no evidence that the 
Voice will automatically lead to any kind of treaty. 
Dutton knows this, and he doesn’t care. He’s running 
a scare campaign, not a debate.

Secondly, treaties, like a Voice to Parliament, are 
worth having for what they could lead to. History is 
littered with treaties signed in bad faith, with one 
party not understanding the treaty, or with all the 
power on one side of the negotiation. Many such trea-
ties have been broken, with no consequences for the 
colonialist power that broke them. 

Could the Voice lead to a worthwhile national treaty 
that brought land and more power? The hope is that it 
would give momentum to the fi ght for land and power.

The Communist Party of Australia supports the 
Voice to Parliament because it can help the struggle 
for Indigenous self-determination and land rights, 
and because it can give Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people a more powerful say. We’re up for the 
struggle, not for the scare campaign. 

Let’s get behind the YES vote for the Voice.
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Fund public housing!
Continued from page 1

The $10 billion would be invested in shares, deriva-
tives, and other products with the aim of raising the 
income to be spent on housing and its own costs of 
operating. These costs include a number of bureauc-
racies, fi nancial institutions managing investments, 
staffi  ng, etc (see page 3).

The bill to establish the HAFF does not guarantee 
$500 million would be spent on housing contrary to 
government claims. If, say during a recession, the 
income on its $10 billion investments falls short, 
then less, or even nothing, would be spent. Money in 
excess of $500 million would be returned to the fund.

Since the bill was put before Parliament for the 
second time on 2nd August the government has told 
the Greens $500 million would be guaranteed. (That 
will require an amendment to the bill when it returns 
in October.)

FAILS TO MEET NEEDS
The initial allocations of funds over fi ve years are:

• 20,000 social housing properties – 4,000 
of which are to be ‘allocated for women and 
children fl eeing domestic and family violence and 
older women on low incomes who are at risk of 
homelessness’;

• $200 million for the repair, maintenance and 
improvements of housing in remote Indigenous 
communities;

• $100 million for crisis and transitional housing 
for women and children fl eeing domestic and 
family violence, and older women on low incomes 
who are at risk of homelessness; and

• $30 million to build more housing and specialist 
services for veterans who are experiencing 
homelessness or who are at risk of homelessness.

This program hardly scratches the surface of the 
housing crisis. It amounts to wilful and shameful 
neglect by yet another government after decades of 
dismantling of public housing.

The housing is to be built by the private sector 
and community sector. Not all the new housing will 
be rental accommodation. The government is relying 
largely on the private sector and some community 
housing.

INCREASED INEQUALITY
“Housing costs have been rising much faster than 

incomes for decades. This has been fuelled by the 
commodifi cation of housing, which in turn has been 
shaped by tax concessions that encourage specula-
tive investment and disadvantage fi rst homebuyers.” 
(Everybody’s Home)

In 2021-22 negative gearing and capital gains tax 
concessions by investors in housing cost the govern-
ment a total of $8.5 billion. This is almost three and 
a half times the annual $2.5 billion the Greens are 
asking to be spent on public and social housing.

The Parliamentary Budget Offi  ce (BPO), in an 
analysis commissioned by the Greens, forecasts these 
costs to the public purse over the next decade would 
be $157 billion – $97 billon for negative gearing and 
$60 billion for capital gains tax discounts.

The PBO found that 85 per cent of capital gains 
tax concessions and 39 per cent of negative gearing 
fl ow to the top 10 per cent of income recipients. In 
other words, the private housing market not only gen-
erates private profi ts through rental income but also 

transfers wealth to the wealthiest through a transfer 
of income in the form of tax concessions.

These inequitable tax provisions must be abol-
ished. Additional funds for public housing could be 
found by ending the $11.1 billion annual subsidy on 
fossil fuels and cancelling the AUKUS submarines 
– measures that would improve the wellbeing and 
security of Australians.

THE GREENS
The Greens have made it clear that the HAFF 

does not go far enough. Their support is conditional 
on spending of $2.5 billion annually on public, com-
munity, and aff ordable housing along with “signifi cant 
reforms to renters’ rights including a freeze and cap 
on rent increases.”

Despite PM Albanese’s claims that the federal 
government cannot do anything about rents, it could 
work with the states and territories at National Cabi-
net meetings to achieve such policies.

Under pressure from the Greens the government 
has written to them saying that it would now guaran-
tee spending of $500 million each year – regardless 
of whether the HAFF makes money. It has also put 
a one-off  $2 billion on the table for social housing.

CFMEU
The construction and mining union (CFMEU) is 

taking a proposal to this month’s ALP national con-
ference for a 40 per cent tax on the “excess profi ts” of 
companies with a turnover of more than $100 million.

They estimate that the tax would raise $511 bil-
lion between 2023 and 2041. This would provide for 
the building of a total of 947,000 homes by 2041, 
meeting the estimated shortfall in aff ordable and 
social housing.

Clearly there is no excuse for not spending enough 
on public housing to meet people’s needs.

POLICY
Governments at all levels should be taking urgent 

measures.
The federal government has a key role to play:

• Rapidly increase the stock of public housing
• Immediately raise social security payments to a 

level that ensures recipients can aff ord housing 
and live in dignity

• Support workers to receive real wage rises
• Legislate for basic trade union rights such as 

right to strike
• Control price rises
• Abolish negative gearing and capital gains tax 

concessions
• Use those savings to build public housing
• Call a National Cabinet meeting on housing 

around protections for tenants.
State and territory governments have an impor-

tant role in providing stronger protections and more 
security for tenants; limiting rent increases; ending 
no-cause evictions; and providing minimum stand-
ards for rental homes.

Planned construction of public housing in rural 
and regional areas as well as cities according to social 
needs is required. Construction of public housing 
should be carried out by the public sector. Public 
housing should be managed by the public sector.

It is important that public housing is integrated 
with other housing to provide for a mix of people. 
There should be no pockets of public housing for the 
disadvantaged.

Superannuation funds could play a role by investing 
a certain percentage of their funds in the construction 
of public housing with a guaranteed return of income 
from government.

There is no material impediment to Australia 
adopting once again a large-scale commitment to 
public housing. The problem is government support 
for private profi t-making in the housing sector.

The Communist Party of Australia recognises 
housing as a basic human right, a right enshrined in 
the United Nations Declaration of Human Rights. 
In a modern, industrialised and relatively wealthy 
nation like Australia there is no excuse for homeless-
ness or people being forced to live in sub-standard 
conditions. 

Housing numbers
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Hidden costs of HAFF
Anna Pha

Labor’s Housing Australia Future Fund 
(HAFF) comes with the hidden costs incurred 
in managing the Fund.

To understand the wastage of money not going 
to housing, a similar fund, the Medical Research 
Future Fund which is also managed by the Future 
Fund Board, had costs of over $400 million last 
year. It has just over $20 billion in investments – 
double what is proposed for the HAFF.

That would equate to costs of management, 
much of it outsourced to the fi nance sector, of $200 
million for the HAFF! These costs would come out 
of the returns on the $10 billion of investments 
which the government estimates at $500 million.

Of course, investing in shares, derivatives and 
other fi nancial products is risky and unpredictable. 
Some years might make huge returns, other years 
negative returns. It is a further source of profi t to 
the private managers of outsourced investments.

The chair of the Future Fund Board is the 
hard-line neo-liberal Peter Costello, noteworthy 
for slashing public spending as Treasurer in the 
Howard government. 

In other spending on “social and aff ordable 
housing” (not the same as public housing), the 
Albanese government is spending millions on 
a “framework for tackling housing aff ordability 
problems over the longer term.” To this end the 
Budget contained the following measures:
• $13.4 million over 4 years to develop a 10-year 

National Housing and Homelessness Plan in 
2023

• $15.2 million over 4 years and $4.4 million per 
year ongoing to establish a National Housing 
Supply and Aff ordability Council

• $0.5 million over 4 years and $0.1 million per 
year ongoing to establish Housing Australia.

The budget allocated $324.6 million over four 
years to establish the Help to Buy shared equity 
scheme for low to moderate income earners – typical 
of the focus of governments on home purchases.

The government has also announced a $2 bil-
lion Social Housing Accelerator (SHA) intended as 
a bridging program for states and territories until 
the HAFF is up and running.

From the government’s perspective the costs 
of housing under the HAFF do not come off  the 
central budget or contribute to a budget defi cit.  Photo: wallpaperfl are.com (CC0)

Action on public 
sector pay

For Every Child

Community and Public Sec-
tor Union (CPSU) members in 
Services Australia are taking 
strategic protected industrial 
action from this week, sending 
a clear message to the Albanese 
Labor government over cur-
rent pay and pay equity off ers.

CPSU members across the 
Australian Public Service (APS) 
are calling on the government to 
do better on pay in the current 
round of service-wide agreement 
bargaining.

While the union has achieved 
good wins for APS employees on 
working from home and protect-
ing existing conditions, members 
have been clear that it’s time for the 
government to step up on wages.

Thousands of CPSU members 
have just taken part in hundreds of 
meetings across APS workplaces, 
unanimously voting to calls on the 
Albanese Labor government to 
urgently improve the current pay 
off er, including:
• Off ering fair pay increases

• Making real progress on APS 
pay equity

• Ensuring pay increases are 
delivered on time with backpay 
where required.

The planned industrial action 
in Services Australia will be an 
“Auxiliary Code Ban.” While it 
won’t impact customers seeking 
assistance from Services Australia, 
it will wreak havoc on the agency’s 
systems of staff  monitoring.

For two weeks, staff  in Services 
Australia will not enter prescribed 
codes that allow management to 
track the tasks individual employees 
are performing at any given time.

The CPSU has assured the 
public that frontline services will 
not be impacted by the industrial 
action, and that it is only internal 
management systems that will be 
aff ected.

Melissa Donnelly, CPSU 
National Secretary stated:

“The Albanese Labor govern-
ment was elected on a platform 
of getting wages moving but pay 

proposals to date are falling short 
of this commitment.

“We’ve been consulting our 
members across the APS exten-
sively and there is consensus that 
the APS Commission and the fed-
eral government can and should 
do better on pay.

“Our members are adamant that 
they will not settle for the current 
unambitious pay proposals. As a 
result, CPSU members in Services 
Australia are exercising their right 
to take protected industrial action 
this week, with support from their 
colleagues across the APS.

“This fi rst action should make it 
clear to government that our union 
and our members are serious about 
securing a fair outcome on pay and 
they will do what is necessary to 
achieve that.”

“This government made a com-
mitment to its own workforce and if 
they are serious about getting wages 
moving and about rebuilding the 
APS, then it’s time for them to step 
up and fulfi l that commitment.” 

The Australian Education 
Union has launched a nation-
al campaign to secure the full 
funding of public schools.

The “For Every Child” campaign 
aims to secure full funding by 2028 
to allow public schools to reduce 
class sizes, increase the one-on-one 
support for students and provide 
more time and classroom assist-
ance for teachers.

It includes a comprehensive 
plan for additional funding and 
the areas it should be invested in 
to lift outcomes and close achieve-
ment gaps between students from 
diff erent backgrounds.

AEU Federal President Cor-
rena Haythorpe said 98 per cent of 
public schools are funded below the 
Schooling Resource Standard (SRS), 
which is the minimum amount 
governments agreed a decade ago 
schools require to meet the needs 
of all students.

“Funding public schools at 100 
per cent of the SRS is the only way 
to ensure every child gets every 
opportunity to succeed and we 
have the teachers we need for the 
future,” she said.

“The needs of our children are 
growing but the funding from gov-
ernments hasn’t kept up. Principal 
and teacher workloads are unsus-
tainable, and more and more teach-
ers are leaving the profession early.

“Our children and teachers are 
giving 100 per cent. We need the 
politicians to do the same.

“The Albanese government 
must take the lead in upcoming 
negotiations with the states and 
territories and ensure all schools 
are fully funded by 2028. As part of 
that, the Commonwealth’s contribu-
tion to public schools needs to rise 
from 20 per cent of the SRS now 
to a minimum of 25 per cent for all 
states and 40 per cent for the NT.”

The For Every Child plan 
includes results from a national 

survey of 7808 teachers, principals, 
and support staff  that reveals:

90 per cent of principals report 
teacher shortages in the last year 
– almost double the number that 
experienced them three years ago.

Two thirds of teachers say their 
workload has increased in the last 
year, and less than 1 in 5 are com-
mitted to teach until retirement.

There are worrying falls in stu-
dent and teacher wellbeing with 
over 70 per cent of principals saying 
there has been a decline in student 
wellbeing in the last year.

Almost 90 per cent of princi-
pals are taking funding from other 
areas of their school budget, such 
as maintenance, due to a lack of 
funding for students with disability, 
whose numbers have increased by 
29 per cent since 2015.

Over 90 per cent of teachers 
believe there are four key changes 
that would help them improve stu-
dent outcomes: additional support 
for students with a disability or 
behavioural issues, more time for 
lesson planning, more classroom 
assistance and smaller class sizes.

Principals believe children 
who have fallen behind in literacy 
or numeracy and those with a dis-
ability or learning diffi  culties are the 
ones who would benefi t the most 
from full funding of public schools.

Haythorpe said the campaign 
includes targeted advertising, 
events, state tours, and activities 
in school communities.

“We welcome the commitment 
of the Albanese government to full 
funding of public schools but there 
needs to be a clear time table estab-
lished to achieve that by 2028,” 
she said.

“We also need a permanent 
Commonwealth capital works 
fund for public schools to match 
the one that is in place for private 
schools.” 

Vale Pete Andrew, long-time Guardian The Workers’ Weekly 
cartoonist. A remembrance of his life will appear in 

the next issue of the Guardian. 
Rest in Power, Pete.

Non-mainstream 
news on Sunday 
mornings at 9:15.
Available 
via podcast.
3CR.org.au.
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A coalition of more than 80 organisations 
across Australia has urged governments to act 
swiftly on rental reform in a joint submission 
to the Senate’s rental crisis inquiry.

The broad range of organisations specialising in 
services including housing, health, domestic violence 
and law have signed a statement.

Fair limits on rent increases, ending no-cause 
evictions, and improving energy effi  ciency in homes 
are among the advocates’ listed priority areas of 
rental reform.

The group is also calling on federal, state and ter-
ritory governments to aim for at least 10 per cent of 
all dwellings to be social housing.

According to National Association of Renters’ 
Organisation (NARO) Convenor Penny Carr, “There 
has never been a better opportunity for the country 
to work together to bring greater stability, safety 
and security to the millions of renting households 
nationwide.

“Today more than 80 services nationwide are 
jointly advocating to establish minimum standards 
for renting laws across the country. This will lead to 
better health, education, and employment outcomes 
for renters as well as benefi ts to our whole community.”

Tenants’ Union of NSW CEO Leo Patterson Ross 
said, “Renting in Australia should mean a good home 

from which we can live full, rich lives. Just as it did 50 
years ago, the Commonwealth can support a national 
conversation across jurisdictions about what we expect 
from our renting system as well as bringing all the 
other tools it has to support good homes.

“The community sector joining together on this 
statement shows the level of support that exists for 
meaningful reform across every state and territory, and 
for the Commonwealth to be part of the conversation, 
to bring every rented home into the 21st century.”

National Shelter CEO Emma Greenhalgh said 
“Renting will be a lifelong tenure for many Austral-
ians, and we need to ensure that the homes they live 
in are aff ordable, secure, and healthy.”

In the words of Everybody’s Home spokesperson 
Maiy Azize, “Living in cars, tents and on couches, 
sleeping on an empty stomach, fretting about paying 
this week’s rent, and uprooting to another commu-
nity – the horrors of the rental crisis are here to stay 
if governments don’t act with urgency and ambition.

“Piecemeal measures aren’t going to cut it for the 
growing number of Australians who are at the mercy of 
an unaff ordable and unreliable private rental market. 
Just as the Federal Government leads in other essen-
tial areas such as health and education, it must step 
up and provide safe and secure homes.”
Everybody’s Home 

Photo: Ivan Samkov – pexels.com (CC0)

Rental reform call 
to Senate inquiry

Some readers might remember the Michael Moore show Sicko 
about the US for-profi t health system, where he campaigned 
for a patient to have a life-saving pancreas operation after a 
health fund had refused to approve it. That public campaign 
was successful. How many US citizens are not so lucky? 
That’s what the Albanese government wants in Australia, bean-
counters in a for-profi t insurance company dictating treatment. 
Firstly, the government wants to completely privatise the health 
system, like everything else. The people whose interests the 
Albanese government represents – fi rst and foremost the 
rapacious mining transnationals and arms manufacturers – 
are diametrically opposed to the provision of any service by 
government while at the same time eating up their corporate 
welfare of tax breaks and government handouts. The ALP 
has now openly joined with the Liberals who have always 
been philosophically opposed to the pillars of Medicare and 
our public hospital system: universal access, comprehensive 
cover, bulkbilling, and no-fee public hospitals. The way forward 
for a better health system is through the strengthening of 
Medicare with universal access to bulkbilling for medical and 
dental services, a greater focus on preventative health care 
and doctors on salaries rather than being paid per consultation.

The involvement of US, EU, and NATO in the coup that gave 
over control to fascist groupings in Ukraine exposes the 
drive to change the geopolitical balance in Europe in ways 
that threaten security and peace in Europe and the world. In 
addition, the coup has given encouragement to right-wing and 
fascist forces across Europe. The US would also like to see 
Russia lose its veto powers on the UN Security Council and, as 
a result, we have seen the “cold war” against Russia intensify. 
Any escalation by the West of the situation on the Crimean 
peninsula raises the prospect of war, which could spread well 
beyond the borders of Ukraine and Russia.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the Albanese government’s 
criminal treatment of asylum seekers. An Egyptian refugee, 
Sayed Abdellatif, long denied a permanent visa on dubious 
security grounds was fi nally been granted a security clearance 
by ASIO almost a month ago. The security clearance removed 
any obstacle to Sayed being freed, but, almost one month 
since being cleared, the Albanese Labor government is still 
holding Sayed in detention. No explanation for his continued 
detention has been given. After his numerous requests to 
be freed were ignored, Sayed began a hunger strike on 17th 
July. Sayed has been in detention more than eleven years 
since arriving by boat with his family in 2012. “It is absurd that 
Sayed has to resort to hunger striking for his freedom,” said 
Ian Rintoul, spokesperson for the Refugee Action Coalition, 
“The only reason he was not granted a visa was because of 
the adverse ASIO security assessment. That reason is gone; 
the Minister has the power to grant the visa and free Sayed. 
Justice delayed is justice denied is an apt saying, and justice 
for Sayed is certainly being denied.” Sayed’s initial adverse 
security assessment was based on discredited information 
extracted under torture during a trial in Egypt in 1999.  “The 
government has been sitting on Sayed’s security clearance 
since 6th July. It needs to act immediately to release Sayed,” 
said Rintoul.

Honour the Deal
Unions in NSW are calling 
on Premier Minns and Treas-
urer Mookhey to honour the 
Deal they made with the NSW 
Teachers Federation.

In May the NSW Teachers 
Federation reached an agreement 
with the Labor government, an 
agreement that would help with 
the recruitment and retention of 
teachers necessary in the context 
of a deep teacher shortage.

After campaigning to see the 
removal of a Coalition govern-
ment at the state election, and after 
shaking hands on a deal, without 
warning, the deal has been scuttled 
by the government.

The offer from the current 
government is described by the 
Teachers Federation as “an insult.”

Angelo Gavrielatos, the Presi-
dent of the NSW Teachers Federa-
tion stated:

“We struck a deal not once, 
but twice.”

“The teachers of this state have 
been gutted by what can only be 
described as an act of betrayal. 
Never before has a government 
walked away from a deal in the way 
that we are experiencing now. Our 
message is very simple; honour the 
agreement.”

The Federation says that the 
children of NSW are losing out on 

their education every day as classes 
are merged or left with minimal 
supervision due to a shortage of 
teachers. NSW can’t retain the 
teachers it has or attract the teach-
ers it needs while these essential 
workers remain underpaid and 
overworked.

Unions NSW is calling for the 
Minns Labor government to come 
to its senses, live up to the promises 
it has made workers and honour 
the deal.
Unions NSW 
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Baking in inequality 
– a stunning 

betrayal

Electrical Trades Union

The federal government has 
been accused of a stunning 
betrayal after it signed off  on 
a Labour Migration Agree-
ment that will see 400 tem-
porary visa workers brought 
into the country to work on 
renewable energy transmis-
sion infrastructure at cut price 
wages, jeopardising the exist-
ing workforce.

The Electrical Trades Union is 
vowing to bring the issue to a head 
on the fl oor of the Labor Party 
National Conference.

The $2.3bn EnergyConnect 
electricity interconnector is a 
700km 330kv transmission line 
being built between Wagga Wagga 
NSW and Robertstown in SA, with 
a connection to Red Cliff s in Vic-
toria, connecting grids across the 
three states.

The Labour Migration Agree-
ment was sought by Green Light 
Contractors, the principal con-
tractor on the project, despite 
them already having a contractor 
workforce performing the work. 
The Labour Migration Agreement 
approved by Minister Giles eff ec-
tively bakes that exploitation in, 
codifying the company’s ability to 
pay workers $10 less per hour than 
the current workforce.

“This is a disgraceful move from 
Minister Giles who should hang his 
head in shame,” said Allen Hicks, 
ETU NSW Secretary. “His rhetoric 
on migrant workers does not match 
his actions. He has today rubber 
stamped workplace inequality based 
on visa status.”

Green Light Contractors has 
previously refused and obstructed 
ETU organiser attempts to enter 
the worksite to meet with workers. 
On 9th May 10 employees were 
blocked from talking to an ETU 
organiser during their lunch break 
about their workplace rights, with 
the Union obtaining a federal court 
injunction to get its organisers onto 
site. More recently the Union has 
discovered serious allegations of 
underpayments and work health 
and safety breaches.

“This is the very defi nition of 
rewarding bad employer behaviour. 
It is a kick in the guts to everyone 
who believes in workplace decency. 
This country was built on migrant 
labour, but migration of this scale 
should be permanent and the 
workers must have the capacity to 
enforce the same rights and receive 
the same pay as Australian citizens 
and employers who want to access 
migrant labour must fi rst demon-
strate a commitment to training 
local Australian workers.

“We have genuine concerns 

about the safety of these workers 
and the Labour Migration Agree-
ment does not mitigate the Union’s 
concerns.”

ETU National Secretary, 
Michael Wright, said the Union 
was outraged by the the decision.

“We are stunned by this deci-
sion. Australia will not meet its 
clean energy targets if we continu-
ally fail to invest in the workforce 
skills we need. Decisions like this 
don’t deliver the promise of Power-
ing Australia. We won’t achieve the 
social licence needed for the energy 
transformation if companies can 
simply avoid off ering local commu-
nities and local businesses the jobs 
and wages they need. Decisions like 
this, which do not guarantee one 
single Australian apprenticeship, 
fail to deliver for our workers, our 
regions, or the energy transition. 
The government was fully aware 
that this company wants access to 
400 migrant workers but has not 
committed to employ a single Aus-
tralian apprentice on this project, 
it beggars belief that it would be 
signed off  anyway.

“The ETU will use every politi-
cal, legal and industrial tool at its 
disposal to ensure this is the last 
rotten deal.” 

Photo: pxhere.com (CC0).

Hannah Middleton

The military tentacles of imperialism reach out into all parts of the 
globe as it struggles to maintain its domination. The Arctic is no 
exception.

The US has an imperial strategy in which it will use its Thule Air 
Base in Greenland to project its power into the Arctic.

This is a growing arena of geopolitical and military competition. 
The move comes as competition over the Arctic’s resources with 
Russia intensifi es as polar ice melt opens access to rich mineral 
resources and the new Cold War heats up.

On 2nd June this year, Secretary of State Antony Blinken 
announced that the US would open a diplomatic offi ce in the 
Norwegian Arctic town of Tromsoe.

The Pentagon has plans to increase its presence and capabilities, 
with the Army releasing its fi rst strategic plan for “Regaining Arctic 
Dominance.” The US Air Force has transferred dozens of F-35 
fi ghter jets to Alaska, announcing that the state will host “more 
advanced fi ghters than any other location in the world.”

In 1951, the Truman administration acquired the Thule Air Base 
in Greenland. Thule provided refuelling for long-range Boeing 
B-29 bombers that could fl y directly from the US to the then Soviet 
Union with nuclear weapons.

The base illegally stored nuclear weapons, including Nike, 
Hercules and Iceman missiles with nuclear warheads. Thule was 
also linked to the Ballistic Missile Early Warning System construct-
ed between 1958 and 1960. 

In 2020, Thule was placed under the command of the newly cre-
ated Space Force. 

Many workers at Thule have developed cancers from radiation 
exposure, as have members of a clean-up crew who collected 
snow contaminated with plutonium after a B-52 carrying hydrogen 
bombs crashed near the base in 1968.

In April this year Thule was offi cially renamed Pituffi k Space Base.

The Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC), which represents all Inuit 
from Alaska, Canada, Greenland, and Chukotka, welcomed the 
new Inuit name but called for investigation into the effects of the 
construction of the military base and colonisation in general on 
the area.

The ICC wants an investigation into the consequences of the 
forced displacement of the indigenous Inuit families to make way 
for the base and also the impact on the use and preservation of 
knowledge about places, resources, hunting grounds, and free 
movement across Inuit land.

In 1960, US army engineers began building Camp Century, a 
nuclear powered subterranean city under the Greenland ice near 
the Arctic Circle.

The project was intended to research the environment on the ice 
sheet in order to enable the US to establish its military supremacy 
in the Arctic.

Camp Century’s tunnels contained a nuclear reactor, research, 
and living quarters plus a hospital, a shop, a theatre and a church. 
The total number of inhabitants was approximately 200, mostly 
military personnel and scientists.

This “city under the ice” was no secret but its true purpose was. In 
reality, Camp Century was designed as the fi rst step toward the 
military’s Project Iceworm, a top secret program which aimed to  
install a vast network of mobile nuclear missile launch sites that 
could survive a fi rst strike inside the ice. It was closed down in 
1966.

In 1959, as the Cold War reached a fever pitch, the US military 
planned a colossal underground highway of tunnels stretching 
across more than 52,000 square miles below Greenland’s ice 
sheet that would enable the launch of up to 600 specially designed 
nuclear missiles at virtually any target in the then Soviet Union.

Camp Century was shut down in 1966, as it was extremely diffi -
cult and costly to maintain and the development of Polaris nuclear 
missiles launchable from submarines made it obsolete. 

However, its remains may soon resurface. Its toxic and radio-
active waste, up to 70 meters beneath the surface of the ice, 
includes not only buildings but also radioactive, chemical, and bio-
logical waste. Due to global warming, melting ice could release 
the nuclear waste plus 200,000 litres of diesel fuel, carcinogenic 
PCBs, and 24 million litres of untreated sewage into the environ-
ment as early as 2090.

PEACE NOTES

Stop the mass eviction 
of residents of Techno Park 

in Williamstown
People have been living at the 
Techno Park estate for dec-
ades, mostly in small brick fl ats 
built to house migrants and 
refugees in the late 1960s. Res-
idents have built a life, made 
their homes, started families, 
and transformed Techno Park 
into a green and safe place.

Some are owner-occupiers, 
others are renters. Many are from 
vulnerable and disadvantaged 
groups, including children, elderly 
people, LGBT+ people, migrants, 
First Nations people, and other 
economically disadvantaged people. 
Some live with mental illness. 
Some have lived there for decades, 

forming a close-knit community 
that encompasses a real sense of 
interdependency, support, and 
family.

In May, residents woke to notic-
es from Hobsons Bay City Council 
directing them to leave their homes 
immediately or face legal action. 
Council says the zone is industrial, 
and that people cannot live there. 
But the community exists because 
Council chose to accept residential 
use for decades. What’s more, it’s 
been decades since the land was 
used for industrial purposes.

Hobsons Bay’s decision to 
threaten people with eviction 
and legal action now, in a time of 

housing crisis, is heartless, bureau-
cratic, arbitrary, and wrong. It has 
caused tremendous harm to people 
and caused them to fear losing 
their homes.

Council has the power to resolve 
their zoning issue in a way that 
keeps people in their homes. There 
is a precedent for a similar situa-
tion in the City of Yarra in 2015, 
where the council decided to apply 
a “specifi c controls overlay” that 
kept the zone Industrial, and the 
homes residential.
Melbourne CPA comrades will be 
attending protests in support of the 
Techno Park residents. 
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“the US cannot expect to be taken seriously
support to international justice and the ICC i

selective and motivated by its political a

US shapes ICC to its agenda
Maureen Clare Murphy

Anyone supposing that the newfound 
enthusiasm in Washington for the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) 
would open the door for justice for 
Palestinians ought not to hold their 
breath.

A closer look at US policy shows that 
the imperialist power only supports justice 
for victims depending on the identity of 
the perpetrators of alleged international 
crimes, and whether doing so would align 
with Washington’s interests.

President Joe Biden ordered the US 
government to share “evidence of Russian 
war crimes in Ukraine with the Interna-
tional Criminal Court,” The New York Times 
reported last week.

Biden had come under pressure from 
lawmakers to provide intelligence to the court.

The Pentagon opposes the policy, main-
taining the previous position of the US “that 
the court should not exercise jurisdiction 
over citizens from a country that is not a 
party to the treaty that created it,” as the 
Times reports.

With Biden eff ectively recognising the 
ICC’s territorial jurisdiction in Ukraine, the 
US is removing its stated principal objec-
tion to the court investigating war crimes 
in Palestine.

But this does not mean that the US will 
change its tune and support eff orts to hold 
Israel accountable for war crimes.

Neither the US or Russia are state par-
ties to the ICC. Ukraine is not a state party 
but has “twice exercised its prerogatives” 
to accept court jurisdiction on its territory 
and the ICC opened an investigation in the 
country in March 2022.

One year earlier, the court launched an 
investigation into international crimes in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Palestine is a state party to the court but 
Israel is not. The court’s jurisdiction extends 
to nationals of countries which have not 
joined the Rome Statute, its founding treaty, 
when a citizen of a non-member country 
commits international crimes in the terri-
tory of a member state.

Successive administrations in Washing-
ton have rejected this principle, as it would 
leave US personnel liable to prosecution by 
the court for alleged crimes that took place 
in the territory of ICC member states, such 
as Afghanistan, where the court has an open 
investigation.

ROCKY RELATIONSHIP
The US has had a rocky relationship with 

the ICC, which was established in 2002.
Washington treated the court as a threat 

during the Bush administration, which 
“pressured governments around the world 
to enter into bilateral agreements requiring 
them not to surrender US nationals to the 
ICC,” as Human Rights Watch recounts.

In 2002, the US enacted legislation infor-
mally known as the Hague Invasion Act that 
permits the use of military force to free its 
citizens, or citizens of a US-allied country, 
held by or on behalf of the court.

The Obama administration took a more 
circumspect stance toward the court, adopt-
ing a “policy of case-by-case support for ICC 
investigations and prosecutions,” according 
to Todd Buchwald, a lawyer who has served 
in various US government positions.

President Donald Trump resumed the 
hostile posture of the Bush years, with 
his national security adviser John Bolton 

eff ectively declaring war on the ICC during 
a 2018 speech at the Federalist Society in 
Washington.

In 2019, the Trump administration 
banned ICC personnel involved in the court’s 
years-long preliminary examination of the 
situation in Afghanistan – the fi rst time the 
court probed crimes allegedly committed by 
US forces – from travelling to the US.

In March 2020, an ICC appeals cham-
ber authorised Fatou Bensouda, then chief 
prosecutor, to open an investigation in 
Afghanistan, which could include alleged 
crimes committed by US military and intel-
ligence personnel, as well as Afghan National 
Security Forces.

Months later, the US issued an execu-
tive order imposing economic sanctions on 
the court’s chief prosecutor and another 
court offi  cial.

The Trump administration’s punitive 
measures were also aimed at undermining 
the ICC’s Palestine investigation.

Biden revoked Trump’s executive order 
but his administration has, as Secretary of 
State Antony Blinken said in April 2021, 
maintained “our longstanding objection to 
the court’s eff orts to assert jurisdiction over 
personnel of non-state parties such as the 
United States and Israel.”

The administration in Washington has 
said that it opposes an ICC probe into the 
killing of Shireen Abu Akleh, a US citizen and 
Al Jazeera correspondent who was killed by 
an Israeli army sniper while covering a raid 
in the occupied West Bank.

WASHINGTON LET 
OFF THE HOOK

Karim Khan, a UK national whose term 
as ICC chief prosecutor began in June 2021, 
announced later that year that he decided to 
“deprioritise the investigation into American 
forces, and focus instead on Afghanistan’s 
new rulers and the rival Islamic State in 
Khorasan Province,” as Al Jazeera reported 
at the time.

Khan pointed to the “limited resources 
available to my offi  ce relative to the scale 
and nature of crimes” within its jurisdiction 
worldwide. He added that a case against the 
Taliban and Islamic State could be “proved 
beyond reasonable doubt in the courtroom” 
– suggesting that this was low-hanging fruit, 
unlike prosecuting US personnel.

Whether the decision was political or 
pragmatic, or a mix of both, it left the world’s 
sole superpower off  of the hook.

Shahrzad Akbar, the former chair of 
Afghanistan’s Independent Human Rights 
Commission, told The Intercept that Khan’s 
decision “reinforces the perception that 
these institutions set up in the West and by 
the West are just instruments for the West’s 
political agenda.”

Khan’s apparent sidelining of the Pal-
estine investigation and Western powers’ 
sudden enthusiasm for the court only gal-
vanises that long-held perception.

The US championing international jus-
tice for people in Ukraine, on the one hand, 
while pressuring the Palestinian Authority to 
stop pursuing war crimes trials at the ICC, 
on the other, puts the double-standards into 
sharp contrast.

The US Congress recently revised an 
amendment to allow for assistance to the 
ICC “to assist with investigations and pros-
ecutions of foreign nationals related to the 
Situation in Ukraine.”

Meanwhile, since 2015, the US has 

conditioned aid to the Palestinian Authority 
on the latter not initiating or actively sup-
porting ICC activity “that subjects Israeli 
nationals to an investigation for alleged 
crimes against Palestinians.”

The statutory limitation is both heavy 
handed and seemingly in contradiction to 
the interests of the US, which is very happy 
for the Palestinian Authority to serve as a 
policing arm of the Israeli occupation.

A government funding bill approved by a 
Senate committee in July includes a provision 
that the US president “shall provide infor-
mation” to the ICC’s Ukraine investigation.

Whereas US law previously blocked 
federal appropriations for the ICC, the bill 
authorises $6 million to support the court 
and $5 million for the Trust Fund for Victims 
of international crimes.

The bill echoes the Obama-era language 
from previous appropriation acts. Some $4 
billion in foreign assistance funds available 
for the Palestinian Authority is conditional 
on it not pursuing war crimes investigations 
at the ICC.

The proposed legislation also prohibits 
that funding from going to the PA if “the 
Palestinians obtain the same standing as 
member states or full membership as a state 
in the United Nations or any specialised 
agency thereof ” independent of a bilateral 
agreement with Israel.

“POLITICAL AGENDA”
These glaring double standards make it 

clear that US intentions regarding the ICC 
are more political than principled.

Ahmed Abofoul, an international 
lawyer working with Al-Haq, a Palestin-
ian human rights group engaged with the 
ICC’s investigation in Palestine, told The 
Electronic Intifada that “the US cannot 
expect to be taken seriously … when its 
support to international justice and the 
ICC is evidently selective and motivated 
by its political agenda.”

“If the US is genuine about international 
justice and its support of the ICC, it should 
support it of the nationality of the perpetra-
tor,” Abofoul added.

“The US must understand that the ICC 
is not a tool,” he said. The court “represents 
humanity’s collective conscience saying never 
again to atrocity crimes regardless of the 
perpetrators and promising justice, without 
fear or favour, for all victims of such crimes.”

The unequal upholding of international 
law was recently condemned by several inde-
pendent UN human rights experts.

They noted that the large majority of UN 
member states “unequivocally condemned 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and its annexa-
tion of Ukraine’s eastern parts as an act of 
aggression.”

States imposed sanctions on Russia, they 
said, “to encourage a cessation of this viola-
tion of international law” (though the sanc-
tions were imposed by a minority of countries 
and outside the framework of the UN).

“By contrast, Israel’s annexation of the 
occupied Palestinian territory is obfuscated 
by political rhetoric, debates, and negotia-
tions,” the experts said.

The same double standard tarnishes the 
reputations of the international institutions 
that supposedly uphold international law.

By treating the ICC as a tool to achieve 
its own ends, the US is undermining the 
credibility and independence of the court.

Kjell Anderson, an interdisciplinary 
scholar and author of Perpetrating Genocide, 
pointed out that “ad hoc and conditional 

funding for specifi c ICC situations … becomes 
a lever to manipulate the priorities of the 
prosecutor.”

“Can we honestly say that an unprec-
edented fl ow of resources to the prosecutor 
does not have any bearing on priorities?” 
Kjell asked.

In eff ect, instead of the ICC being an 
impartial forum for justice for the most 
vulnerable, it risks becoming a pay-to-play 
tool for the most powerful.

“POLITICISATION AND 
SELECTIVITY”

There are also logistical questions con-
cerning earmarked funding for specifi c ICC 
investigations.

Khan, the chronically underfunded ICC 
chief prosecutor, has said that the court 
will not accept voluntary contributions ear-
marked specifi cally for Ukraine, and that 
“funds received will be deployed based on my 
assessment of needs across all situations.”

When he announced the opening of 
the Ukraine investigation, however, Khan 
made an exceptional request for voluntary 
contributions to the court outside of its 
regular budget.

The Coalition for the International 
Criminal Court, a network of human rights 
organisations around the globe, said that 
Khan’s call for “voluntary contributions and 
gratis personnel when attention is high on 
one specifi c situation … risks exacerbating 
perceptions of politicisation of and selectiv-
ity in the court’s work.”

The surge in pledges that followed sends 
“the unfortunate signal that justice for some 
victims should be prioritised over others, 

The International Criminal Court (ICC) in Den Haag. Ph
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depending on political will, including a 
willingness to make resources available,” 
the coalition added.

Meanwhile, federal funding going to the 
ICC’s general budget would seem to contra-
dict US policy prohibiting assistance to the 
court except in specifi c situations.

David J Scheff er, a senior fellow of the 
Council on Foreign Relations and former 
diplomat who signed the Rome Statute on 
behalf of the US, which never ratifi ed the 
treaty, has suggested that if the court cannot 
accept earmarked funds, money authorised 
by the US government for a specifi c situa-
tion like Ukraine could be used to detail US 
personnel to work on those cases.

Brenda Hollis, a retired US Air Force 
colonel, is currently responsible for the 
Ukraine fi le at the ICC.

It will not be lost on Russian offi  cials 
that a former US military adviser is tasked 
with bringing forth additional charges 
against senior members of its government, 
with Khan already obtaining – with light-
ning speed – arrest warrants for President 
Vladimir Putin and senior Kremlin offi  cial 
Maria Alekseyevna Lvova-Belova.

Meanwhile, the US has already been 
involved with building evidence fi les for 
Ukrainian authorities independent of the ICC.

Just like the war in Ukraine, US fi nger-
prints are all over the war crimes fi le against 
Russia at the ICC while Washington is using 
everything in its arsenal to preserve Israel’s 
impunity as the latter goes into settler-
colonisation overdrive.

How this shapes the future of the world’s 
supposed court of last resort has implica-
tions far beyond Palestine.
The Electronic Intifada 
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y … when its 
is evidently 
genda.”

a Nicaragua: the path to 
independence

Roger McKenzie

The years under neo-liberalism in Nica-
ragua saw trade union rights stripped 
away, collective bargaining agreements 
junked and, as trade union strength 
waned, living standards plummeted.

The 1980s saw massive investment in 
essential services after the 1979 revolution 
by the Sandinistas. This brought about major 
advances in education and healthcare as well 
as in land reform and, alongside it all, the 
growth of the trade union movement.

All of this heroic progress was achieved 
despite military intervention by the US 
and their illegal funding for the “contras” 
(armed opposition) designed to destroy the 
revolution.

But the neo-liberal era undid this progress 
and jobs disappeared which led to trade 
union membership in the Central American 
country nosediving.

In the public sector alone, one union, 
UNE, saw its membership plummet from 
around 40,000 to barely 6,000 between 
1990 and 2006.

Those workers that did manage to keep 
their jobs often found themselves in precari-
ous low paid roles with employers quick to 
fi re anyone daring to question the authority 
that had been granted to them by the right-
wing government of Violeta Chamorro.

Chamorro was elected president in 1990 
after defeating the Sandinistas in an election 
marred by continued interference by the US.

Under Chamorro Nicaragua became the 
cheerleaders across Central America for US-
backed neo-liberal austerity, which saw the 
privatisation of education, health, energy, 
and telecommunications.

The brutal policies led to living standard 
plunging while transnational companies, 
largely from the US, led to Nicaragua enter-
ing a vicious downward spiral.

By the time Daniel Ortega led the Sandi-
nistas back to power in 2007 the country was 
on its knees as the second poorest country 
in the Americas after Haiti.

Unlike in some countries where trade 
unions are regarded as, at best, an irritant, 
but, at worst, the embarrassing relative that 
needs to be disowned, in Nicaragua unions 
were central to the rebuilding of the country.

Rather than an afterthought, when the 
Sandinistas lost power in 1990 Ortega could 
see the writing on the wall.

Jose Angel Bermudez, the national 
executive secretary of the now 800,000-
strong National Workers Front, the FNT, 
who is also a member of the Nicaraguan 
National Assembly, told me: “Ortega could 
see what was coming, so he called on the 
unions to work with the Sandinistas to resist 
privatisation.

“We couldn’t stop it but we did manage 
to slow it down through strikes.”

This resistance placed the Sandinistas in 
a constant state of mobilisation which left 
them in good shape when the party returned 
to power in 2007.

It meant that on returning to power the 
Sandinistas were able to make access to 
healthcare free for all and expanded it into 
remote rural areas, where it had disappeared 
under the neoliberal governments.

Education was made free and accessible 
to all. Just 18 months after the election of 
Ortega, remarkably Nicaragua was declared 
by UNESCO to be free of illiteracy after 
120,000 young people had been mobilised 
by the government and unions to volunteer 
for literacy programs.

Nicaragua is now less dependent on oil 
and the economy can rely on a stable supply 
of energy.

The government has also made huge 
strides in redistributing wealth in Nicaragua 
and they have invested heavily in housing, 
some of which is built and distributed by 
trade unions.

The FSLN (Sandinista Front of National 
Liberation) restored collective bargaining 
rights and enshrined the rights to strike, 
organise and to bargain in the country’s 
constitution.

Bermudez said: “We were clear that our 
enemy never rests and that means neither 
could we. We had to press on quickly with 
the job of rebuilding our country.

“But none of the actions we took would 
have been possible without the support of 
our members.

“The FSLN is ours and we will do what is 
needed to defend the revolution. We know 
that to improve working conditions we need 
a revolution.”

Around a third of the FSLN’s seats in 
the country’s National Assembly are held 
by trade unionists – giving the movement 
direct access to the highest levers of power 
in Nicaragua.

Unions also have seats, as of right, on all 
government commissions, such as education, 
health and race. Ortega and the unions have 
replaced the dark days of the neo-liberal 
period by placing trade unions at the heart 
of the governance of the country.

Professor Jose Antonio Zepeda, the 
national general secretary of teachers’ union 
CGTEN-ANDEN, told a gathering of more 
than 20 activists from Britain, the US, and 
Nicaragua at his union’s headquarters in 
Managua that “our economy is still very 
fragile after the US imposed sanctions on our 
country but we still have economic growth.

“Our main enemy is poverty, not the 
gringos.”

He added: “Poverty in Nicaragua is down 

to 14 per cent but we know we still have a 
long way to go. But we have clarity over 
where we are going.”

According to a report released recently by 
Oxford University, their Multidimensional 
Poverty Index showed Nicaragua to be one 
of only three Latin American or Caribbean 
nations to reduce by half the “unsatisfi ed 
needs” of its citizens.

Wages, including the minimum wage, 
increase every year through negotiations 
involving unions, employers and the gov-
ernment. This year’s increase saw increases 
of 10 per cent across nine economic sectors 
with 5 per cent for public service workers.

Low-paid health workers have a right 
to receive an annual “solidarity” bonus on 
top of subsidies towards energy, transport, 
and fuel costs.

Zepeda said: “One of the reasons that we 
have been able to continue to make progress 
in building the country is because we didn’t 
close down the economy during the COVID 
pandemic.

“The government also guaranteed that no 
public service workers would lose their jobs. 
This would not have been possible without 
our alliance with the FSLN.”

Women have been central to building 
the Sandinista revolution.

General secretary of the university work-
ers’ union FESITUN, another member of the 
Nicaraguan National Assembly, told me that 
“here the revolution is for everyone.

“Women members of FSLN have always 
been general secretaries. This refl ects our 
numbers in key sectors such as universities 
where 56 per cent of workers are women and 
in healthcare where it is around 80 per cent.

“The reality in our country is that women 
have more power.”

Speaking of the ever-present spectre 
of the US looming from the north, Zepeda 
said: “The US doesn’t hate Nicaragua. They 
just have political and economic interests in 
our country.”

He added: “People will carry on spread-
ing their lies about our country but we know 
the reality.

“Comandante Ortega has an approval 
rating of more than 80 per cent. Tell me 
anywhere else in the world where a leader 
in power for as long as he has been is so 
popular amongst their people?”

The union leaders are rightly proud of 
the contribution their movement continues 
to make to the revolutionary change taking 
place in Nicaragua.

But Zepeda is clear that “the real agents 
of the revolution are the poor. No change 
takes place without them.

“They are the true agents of 
transformation.”
Morning Star 

hoto: justfl ix – Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 4.0).

A person in festive costume, Carazo, Nicaragua. Photo: Roberto Zuniga – pexels.com (CC0).
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Is artificial intelligence a scourge?
Sajeev Kumar

In the preface of his book SuperIntel-
ligence, Nick Bostrom writes: “The 
human brain has capabilities that 
the brains of other animals lack. It is 
to these distinctive capabilities (lan-
guage, technology, and complex social 
organisation) that we owe our domi-
nant position on the planet.” The ques-
tion is whether these capabilities will 
lead to our downfall. Will our fate be 
decided by our own creation?

The intellectual community raises an 
alarm about three possible causes for the 
apocalypse: climate change, nuclear war, and 
artifi cial intelligence. The alarms raised by 
intellectuals when ChatGPT was introduced 
with great hype were: Will AI take away jobs? 
Will humans be made redundant by AI? 
Will clever machines create stupid humans?

Artifi cial Intelligence is when computers 
can learn by themselves and make decisions 
without human intervention, using enormous 
amounts of data, which the human brain 
cannot process. So it uses past data to create 
models that predict the future.

Critics say that AI is not all that intelli-
gent, in that it only mimics the data already 
created by humans, and lacks human under-
standing. Noam Chomsky has said that AI, 
like ChatGPT, is “the banality of evil: pla-
giarism, apathy, and obviation,” and that it 
lacks morality and rational thought.

One of the main features of capitalism is 
that it incessantly revolutionises the means 
of production; but the motive is to increase 
productivity, thereby depreciating the value 
of commodities. This helps the capitalist 
to sell the commodities more cheaply and 
so get ahead in the competition to capture 
market share.

The automation of factories has been 
taking place ever since capitalism became a 
major mode of production. Marx observed 
that automation breaks down all the manual 
tasks, such as spinning, and later weaving, 
into their components and then automates 
them. What automation does is to divide 
physical labour into smaller tasks and mimic 
them as a repetitive task. The same can be 
done in mental labour as well, which means 
breaking down the way we think and process 

megabytes of information, then creating 
algorithms for a particular task.

The working class have always regarded 
automation with detestation, as automa-
tion is followed by the loss of jobs. Some 
workers in the early nineteenth century 
destroyed machines in the factories, think-
ing that machines were the reason for their 
unemployment. Marx later criticised that 
approach, explaining that automation per se 
is not the reason for their unemployment but 
the social relations that enable a particular 
class to acquire private ownership of the 
means of production, which is the cause of 
their misery.

The essence of Marx’s explanation regard-
ing revolutionising the means of production 
is “too many useful things results in too many 
useless people.” What he meant here is that 
previously the means of production were used 
by the labourer to create use values, but in 
the capitalist mode of production the means 

of production use the labourer to absorb his 
or her labour to produce surplus value. So the 
labourer loses their creativity and becomes 
a mere appendage of the machines.

Marx was never against science and 
technology; in fact he embraced science 
and its innovations with joy, studying every 
invention and discovery during his time with 
enthusiasm. He was very clear that it is not 
the machines but the social relation to the 
means of production that is the threat to 
humans. It is peculiar to the capitalist system 
that the machines that were supposed to 
make life easier for workers and provide 
them with more leisure become a nightmare, 
which threatens their jobs. Capitalism uses 
the machines produced by the dead labour 
of workers and turns them against living 
labour to exploit it, because the means of 
production are the private property of the 
bourgeois class.

AI will increase productivity and reduce 

the value of all commodities, including labour 
power, which under capitalism has become 
a commodity for the fi rst time in history. At 
the same time AI will create a large reserve 
army of labour and precarious jobs and 
will cause a downward pressure on wages, 
greater exploitation, and a dangerously 
unequal society.

The danger is not just for the working 
class: the contradiction in capitalism is that 
the increased productivity through the use 
of machines will reduce the profi tability of 
capital. The result is crisis.

AI is not a problem in itself: it is the 
underlying social relation with respect to 
the means of production that is the threat 
to humans. The social change that alters this 
relation and creates the social ownership of 
human inventions is the solution. We have 
come to a point where it is a choice between 
socialism and extinction.
Socialist Voice 
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Haiti: Opposition to 
intervention

Ukrainian 
peace activist 

persecutedOpposition is growing to the 
US-backed proposal for Kenya 
to lead a military interven-
tion into Haiti. Kenya says it 
is ready to deploy a contingent 
of 1000 police offi  cers to help 
train and assist Haitian police 
to “restore order” in the Car-
ibbean republic.

But activists have slammed the 
proposal as nothing more than a 
military occupation by an African 
country at the behest of the US.

US-based Black Action for 
Peace (BAP) said: “By agreeing to 
send troops into Haiti, the Kenyan 
government is assisting in under-
mining the sovereignty and self-
determination of Haitian people, 
while serving the neo-colonial 
interests of the US, the Core Group*, 
and the United Nations.

“No call for foreign intervention 
into Haiti from the administration 
of appointed Prime Minister Ariel 
Henry can be considered legitimate, 
because the Henry administration 
itself is illegitimate.”

Austin Cole, co-coordinator 
of the BAP Haiti/Americas Team, 
said: “At best, Kenya is allowing 
itself to be used in a violent line 
of neo-colonial puppetry that will 
inevitably result in more death and 
imperial plunder for the masses of 
Haitians.

“At worst, Kenya sees this as 
an easy opportunity to serve the 
colonial ‘masters’ and win favour 
for political and fi nancial needs.”

Some Haitians themselves 
have expressed scepticism saying 
the sexual abuse and a devastat-
ing cholera outbreak that have 
accompanied foreign forces in past 
decades don’t inspire much trust.

But primary school teacher 
Florence Casimir said that while 
past international interventions 
have damaged Haiti, “the Haitian 
people don’t have a choice at this 
point.

“The Haitian people can’t fi ght 
it on their own.”

Watchdogs are also sounding 
alarms about the human rights 

track record of police in Kenya, 
saying the force may export their 
abuse.

Police in the East African nation 
have long been accused of killings 
and torture, including gunning 
down civilians during Kenya’s 
COVID-19 curfew. One local group 
said offi  cers fatally shot more than 
30 people during protests in July, 
all of them in Kenya’s poorest 
neighbourhoods.

Louis-Henri Mars, head of the 
Haitian grassroots peacekeeping 
organisation Lakou Lape, echoed 
those concerns.

“People are puzzled about this,” 
Mars said. “It may just become just 
another big mess.”

Human Rights Watch Kenya 
researcher Otsieno Namwaya said: 
“We had some consultations with 
Kenyan [civil society organisations] 
last week and there was general 
consensus that Kenya should not 
be seen to be exporting its abusive 
police to other parts of the world.”
* the Core Group is made up of 
representatives of the UN, Brazil, 
Canada, France, Germany, Spain, 
the EU, the USA and the 
Organisation of American States 
(OAS)
Morning Star 

Campaigners have demanded 
an end to the persecution of 
Ukrainian peace activist Yuri 
Sheliazhenko after his fl at was 
raided by the country’s secu-
rity services.

Sheliazhenko issued a statement 
detailing the raid on his home by 
people describing themselves as 
members of the Security Service 
of Ukraine (SBU).

He said that “unknown people 
started breaking in the door to my 
apartment” in the early hours.

After failing to show proper 
identifi cation, other than that they 
were from the SBU, the intruders 
searched Sheliazhenko and his 
home, but “nothing even remotely 
similar to evidence of justifi ca-
tion of Russian aggression or any 
other criminal actions of mine was 
found,” he said.

Sheliazhenko, a long-standing 
conscientious objector and peace 
campaigner, was accused by Kiev 
in July of possessing and issuing 
documents that justify the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine that began in 
February last year.

He said: “I have never done 

anything illegal that could even with 
a stretch be competently qualifi ed 
under the relevant article of the 
Criminal Code of Ukraine.”

Britain’s Stop the War Coalition 
said that it extended “support and 
solidarity” to Sheliazhenko.

“Yuri is a brave conscientious 
objector and peace campaigner 
who has repeatedly called out the 
leaders of both sides in the NATO-
Russia proxy war, which has already 
claimed tens of thousands of lives.”

North American peace group 
World Beyond War demanded 
respect for Sheliazhenko’s rights 
“in a nation claiming to uphold 
democracy and human rights!”

Italian group the Movement 
for Non-Violence condemned “the 
persecution of the Ukrainian peace 
movement” and said that it stood 
alongside Sheliazhenko.

The Ukrainian activist said he 
demanded an end to the obstruc-
tion of the “legitimate human 
rights activities of me personally, 
the Ukrainian Movement of Paci-
fi sts, and the peace movement in 
general.”
Morning Star 

Communist Party of Australia
www.cpa.org.au



Guardian 14th August, 2023  9

Graham Holton

The recent Spanish general 
election is a turning point in 
the rise of the far right. Polls 
had predicted that the ultra-
nationalist VOX party would 
win control, the fi rst far-right 
party to do so since the death 
in 1975 of the fascist dictator 
General Francisco Franco.

Founded in 2003, VOX’s ideol-
ogy is strongly against immigration, 
advocates stricter law and order 
policies, and is anti-abortion. 
The failure of the People’s Party-
VOX electoral alliance has made a 
symbolic impact internationally, 
questioning any future conserva-
tive-far-right alliances in Europe.

Shortly before the elections, 
forensic archaeologists revealed 
to the public the mass graves of 
the political prisoners murdered 
during Franco’s brutal dictatorship. 
It was proof that the dictatorship 
had massacred its opponents. Such 
graves lay as a stark warning of the 
far right gaining power. 

The conservative People’s 
Party (PP) of Alberto Núñez Feijóo 
emerged as a narrow winner with 
33 per cent of the vote, but failed to 
gain the necessary parliamentary 
majority to govern on its own right. 
Prime Minister Pedro Sánchez’ 
Spanish Socialist Workers’ Party 
(PSOE) secured the second larg-
est vote at 31.7 per cent. VOX had 
12.4 per cent, losing more than a 
third of its seats. The PP has 136 
representatives in the Congress of 
Deputies, the PSOE 122, Vox 33, 
and Sumar has 31. 

With no single party winning 
enough seats to form a govern-
ment in the 350-seat legislature, 
the Catalan and Basque independ-
ence parties will hold the balance 

of power. Parliament will convene 
in mid-August to select a new 
prime minister. The parties will 
then discuss their preferences and 
abilities to govern with the head of 
state, King Felipe VI. 

The turn away from VOX is in 
part due to the revelation of mass 
graves of victims of the Junta. In 
2019 Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez 
organised forensic archaeologists 
to excavate a mass grave contain-
ing the remains of the victims of 
the Spanish Civil War (1936-39). 
It was part of the healing process 
to come to terms with the Franco 
dictatorship, when more than 
200,000 people were killed.

In June 2023 forensic scien-
tists exhumed the bodies of 128 of 
the 40,000 who are buried at the 
Valley of the Fallen, now known 
as Valley of Cuelgamuros. A vast 
mausoleum at the outskirts of 
Madrid, it was built by Franco after 
his victory against the Republicans, 
using forced labour. The Repub-
licans, the elected government, 
consisted of a coalition of socialist 
and communist parties. A Catholic 
Basilica is carved into the hillside 
with a 150-metre-tall cross above 
it. Prime Minister Pedro Sanchez, 
has called for Franco’s remains to 
be removed from the monument, 
which belongs to the Spanish state. 

The exhumation of the graves 
is part of Gogora (Remembrance), 
the Basque Government’s “Search 
for missing persons from the Civil 
War” programme, in conjunction 
with the Aranzadi Science Society 
and collaboration from Orduna’s 
local government. In December 
2022 forensic archaeologists had 
exhumed 53 bodies from shallow 
graves, dating from 1941, in the 
Basque town of Orduna. In the fi rst 
concentration camp, set up from 

1937 and 1939, an estimated 225 
people died. The camp later became 
a prison from 1939 to 1941. These 
excavations are an eff ort to fi nd the 
estimated 100,000 people missing 
since the dictatorship, many of 
whom lie in unmarked mass graves.

While 200,000 soldiers died 
in battle, after the end of the Civil 
War another 50,000 people were 
executed as “enemies of the state.” 
Over 500,000 prisoners, were held 
in 50 concentration camps and pris-
ons. Homosexuals were confi ned 
in psychiatric hospitals. There are 
more than 114,000 people lying 
in 150 mass graves across Spain.

The White Terror, or la 
Represión franquista (the Fran-
coist Repression), describes the 
political repression, executions 
and rapes, which were carried out 
by the Nationalists during the Civil 
War and during the fi rst nine years 
of the Franco regime. Ideologi-
cally, the Roman Catholic Church 
legitimised the killing by the Civil 
Guard and the Falange (extreme 
nationalist political group founded 
in Spain in 1933) as the defence of 
“Christendom.” Franco ruled Spain 
until his death in 1975. 

UNITED NATIONS: Global prices for food commodities such 
as rice and vegetable oil have risen for the fi rst time in months 
after Russia pulled out of a wartime agreement allowing 
Ukraine to ship grain to the world and India restricted some 
of its rice exports, the UN Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) said. The FAO Food Price Index increased 1.3 per cent 
in July from the June level, driven by higher costs for rice and 
vegetable oil.

UNITED STATES: Donald Trump pleaded not guilty to trying 
to overturn the results of his 2020 election defeat, responding 
the fi rst time to federal charges that he orchestrated an 
unsuccessful attempt to block the peaceful transfer of 
power. The former president appeared in Washington’s 
federal courthouse two days after being indicted by Justice 
Department special counsel Jack Smith.

INDIA: The country’s top court temporarily halted the criminal 
defamation conviction of opposition leader Rahul Gandhi for 
mocking Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s surname. His party 
said it would now seek to have Gandhi reinstated as a member 
of parliament after he was barred in March.

SOUTH AFRICA: Vehicles were set on fi re in Cape Town 
last week after a dispute between taxi drivers and local 
authorities earlier in the week sparked days of disorder. Local 
media reported that the driver of a city bus had been shot 
and wounded in the unrest, although this was not confi rmed 
by police. The drivers have been protesting all week against 
allegedly heavy-handed tactics by the police and city 
authorities.

RUSSIA: Apple and the Wikimedia Foundation have been 
fi ned for hosting “false information” about the war in Ukraine. A 
magistrates’ court fi ned Apple 400,000 roubles and Wikipedia’s 
host company 3 million roubles for retaining content that breaks 
a law passed last year against discrediting the military.

SUDAN: Both sides in Sudan’s civil war have committed 
war crimes including killing civilians and sexually assaulting 
women, Amnesty says in a new report. The human rights group 
published a 56-page study of the confl ict that began in April 
between the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) and the Sudanese 
military. It found that women were being held in conditions 
“amounting to sexual slavery” by the RSF in Khartoum and 
Darfur.

SINGAPORE: The city state executed a third prisoner in a 
fortnight over drug-traffi cking offences last week. Shalleh 
Abdul Latiff was convicted of traffi cking 54 grams of heroin 
and hanged, though the court accepted he was only a courier. 
Rights campaigners say Singapore should stop hanging drug 
couriers who are often coerced by powerful gangs.

BRITAIN: A fi fth of Afghan refugees in some parts of England 
who have been evicted from hotel accommodation have 
presented to councils as homeless, the Local Government 
Association (LGA) said. The organisation called on the 
government to pay to keep hotel places open for those 
struggling to fi nd somewhere to live. Britain promised a safe 
haven for thousands of people who had to fl ee their home 
country as the Taliban swept back into power in August 
2021 – with many living in hotels since arriving. Last month, 
Cabinet Offi ce minister Johnny Mercer told Parliament that the 
government expects Afghan families to “help themselves.”

Global Briefs
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Thousands rally in support 
of Niger’s coup leaders

The military junta which took power in Niger 
warned on 31st July that France might mili-
tarily intervene with authorisation from the 
ousted government’s foreign minister to restore 
Mohamed Bazoum to the presidency.

Thousands have mobilised to the streets to wel-
come the military takeover, sloganeering against their 
former coloniser, “Down with France,” “Foreign bases 
out.” Protesters reportedly tore out the plaque on the 
French embassy in the capital Niamey and torched 
its door on 30th July.

Imposing a no-fly zone and freezing Niger’s 
assets in its central and commercial banks, the 
15-member Economic Community of West African 
States (ECOWAS) said on 30th July that it will “take 
all measures necessary,” including “the use of force,” 
to restore Mohamed Bazoum to the presidency.

Bazoum was taken captive and removed from 
offi  ce on 26th July in a coup led by the head of the 
presidential guard, General Abdourahmane Tchiani.

After taking offi  ce in April 2021, Bazoum instituted 
an internet shutdown for 10 days while the security 
forces cracked down on protests and arrested hun-
dreds, amid accusations of irregularities.

In November of that year, militant mass dem-
onstrations tried to stop the movement of a French 
army convoy through the country from Ivory Coast 
to Mali. French soldiers and the Nigerien gendarmes 
escorting their convoy fi red shots and tear gas, killing 
two Nigeriens and wounding 18.

Impervious to popular sentiment against France 
in Niger and other former colonies in West Africa, the 
democratically elected Bazoum, touted by the BBC as 
“a key Western ally,” welcomed into Niger the French 
troops ordered out of Mali.

In Mali, French troops had withdrawn by August 
2022, six months after the military government, which 
had similarly consolidated power with two popular 
coups, demanded they leave. Tens of thousands took 
to the streets of the capital Bamako in celebration.

Later in August that year, 15 civil society organisa-
tions came together to form “M62: Sacred Union for 
the Safeguard of the Sovereignty and Dignity of the 
People.” The M62 Movement’s coordinator, Abdou-
laye Seydou, said at the time that the French troops, 
deployed as a part of Operation Barkhane, have “killed 
more civilians than terrorists.”
Globetrotter 

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA BLOCKADE ON CUBASTOP USA BLOCKADE ON CUBA
Join us in Sydney to demand that Join us in Sydney to demand that 

the USA stops the blockade on Cuba the USA stops the blockade on Cuba 
with the right to self determinationwith the right to self determination

Also stop Venezuela & Gaza blockadesAlso stop Venezuela & Gaza blockades

4:15 pm Thursday August 17
50 Miller Street North Sydney
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USA: Hunger and food insecurity
Graham Holton

The United States is a net exporter of 
food, yet hunger is a worsening phe-
nomenon with many Americans una-
ble to buy basic foods, due to living 
expenses or long-term unemployment. 
Hunger aff ects millions, including the 
middle class. Medical bills can be so 
high than even if both adults are work-
ing in a household there is insuffi  cient 
money to buy adequate food. 

Out of a population of 330 million, 
more than 33 million Americans go hungry 
every day, 23.5 million people live in “food 
deserts,” and 34 million – 9 million being 
children—are “food insecure.” During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, along with increasing 
unemployment, food insecurity soared. Last 
year 49 million people turned to food banks 
and community food programs to put food 
on their tables. This is the country which 
boasts that it is the greatest and richest in 
the world: a shining example of the American 
capitalist system.

The United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA) defi nes “food insecurity” as 
a lack of consistent access to enough food for 
every person in a household to live an active 
and healthy life. People are unable to buy 
food, especially in neighbourhoods suff ering 
from social deprivation and poverty. Many 
of these people struggle to meet their own 
basic needs, either temporarily or long time. 

FOOD INSECURITY
Food insecurity is choosing between food, 

or paying the rent, medical bills, utility bills, 
clothes, or daily transport to work. It may be 
due to: short and long-term unemployment; 
long term poverty or low income; the lack 
of aff ordable housing; chronic health condi-
tions; limited healthcare access; unexpected 
car bills; or medical expenses. Women have 
the added cost of feminine hygiene prod-
ucts. Those without health insurance have 
to decide whether to buy food or medicine 
and healthcare. Giving birth in hospital can 
be a very expensive, with many people taking 
out loans to cover the cost. 

According to the USDA, in 2015, 19 
million people – 6 per cent of the popula-
tion – and 2.1 million households lived in 
a food desert. American cities are designed 
for car ownership, making public transport 
in poor areas limited and often expensive. 
Those with a car have ongoing expenses 
such as fuel and maintenance. Due to socio-
economic and racial disparity, 21.2 per cent 
of African-Americans suff er food insecurity, 
and 9 per cent live in severe poverty. 

The federal poverty line is defi ned as 
US$14,580 for an individual, or US$24,860 
for a family of three. In 2020 the median 
earnings of workers, aged 15 and over, was 
US$41,535. The median household income 

is US$70,784. The offi  cial US poverty rate is 
11.4 per cent, with African Americans having 
the highest poverty rate at 19.5 per cent and 
Hispanics at 17.0 per cent.

Food insecurity is highest in major cities, 
13.2 per cent, and 12.7 per cent in rural 
areas. Rural counties experience high food 
insecurity rates twice that of urban areas, 
with 3 million rural households being food 
insecure – 15 per cent of rural households 
– and 7.5 million living below the poverty 
line. Poverty in rural communities is more 
common in Southern states due to the lack 
of employment opportunities. 

Poverty and food deprivation create 
behavioural problems at school and in the 
community. Food insecurity leads to diffi  -
culty in a child’s learning and growth, with 
signs of malnutrition common. Children 
who regularly missed breakfast have an 
average 17.5 per cent below the standardised 
maths scores.

FOOD DESERTS
Neighbourhoods without access to 

aff ordable and nutritious food are referred 
to as “food deserts.” According to a USDA 
study, areas with higher poverty rates are 
more likely to be food deserts, regardless if 
rural or urban. Studies in urban areas have 

shown that African Americans have access to 
fewer supermarkets, having to travel a long 
distance to get to them. Both city and rural 
areas experience a higher rate of hunger 
than suburban areas.

The lack of access to healthy food, low 
family income, no vehicle availability, and 
poor public transport, leads to a reliance on 
expensive local stores. These “party stores” 
and convenience stores will cash welfare 
cheques at a 10 per cent fee. There are often 
no banks in a poor neighbourhood and the 
banks charge high fees on all accounts under 
US$2000. This means the poor do not have 
bank accounts into which their welfare pay-
ments can be paid. They are forced to eat 
less nutritious, but easily accessible proc-
essed foods, which cause obesity and dietary 
problems such as diabetes. 

In rural areas, a food desert is the lack of 
access to a grocery store within 15 kilometres. 
According to Feeding America, rural com-
munities make up 87 per cent of counties 
with the highest rates of food insecurity. 
Rural areas possess fewer grocery stores 
than urban regions. 

Many people can only get enough to eat 
by using charities, public or private. Feed-
ing America is a nationwide network of 
food banks and food programs which helps 

millions fi nd food and groceries in their com-
munities. There are free food distribution 
centres, such as soup kitchens, and national 
food programs, like Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP or Food Stamps) 
and the Special Supplemental Nutrition 
Program for Women, Infants, and Children, 
called WIC. The Food Distribution Program 
on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) provides 
monthly packages of healthy food. For the 
elderly, there is the Senior Farmers’ Market 
Nutrition Program (SFMNP) and the Com-
modity Supplemental Food Program (CSFP). 
School children can get free or reduced-price 
meals at school through: the National School 
Lunch Program; School Breakfast Program; 
and the Special Milk Program.

There are 1853 billionaires in the US, 
the richest of whom are Elon Musk, Jeff  
Bezos, Bill Gates, and Warren Buff ett. The 
wealthiest 400 families in the US pay an 
eff ective average income tax rate of 8.2 per 
cent, because of tax write off s. The poorer 
half of US households pay 24.2 per cent in 
income tax. The average federal tax rate is 
32 per cent. Buff ett has admitted that while 
he paid a total tax rate of 17.7 per cent, his 
employees paid an average tax rate of 32.9 
percent. 
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Defiant Amazon workers 
shut down UK warehouse

Crowds cheered defi antly yes-
terday as Amazon was forced 
to halt operations and send 
staff  home on full pay during 
a strike in Coventry.

The closure came as striking 
workers and their supporters ral-
lied outside the BHX4 warehouse 
on the anniversary of the start of 
their ongoing campaign of indus-
trial action against the notoriously 
anti-union online retail giant.

Taking to the megaphone, GMB 
(General and Municipal Workers’ 
Union) regional organiser Fer-
dousara Uddin announced that 
night shifts had also been cancelled.

“So there are no workers going 
into Amazon today,” she informed 
the crowd to applause.

Workers at the billion-dollar 
company downed tools last week 
across warehouses in Rugeley and 

Coventry, demanding better condi-
tions and an hourly wage increase 
from £11 to to £15 (from $AU 21 
to $29). 

Supporters from all over the 
country and as far away as Swit-
zerland braved the rain to attend 
the rally and show solidarity.

Speaking from the stage, Umar, 
who has been at Amazon for over 
three years, said: “It’s given me 
more strength. It’s not just people 
from Coventry but from across the 
world that are here.”

He was one of many at BHX4 
who took part in the fi rst walkouts 
12 months ago.

During that wildcat protest, 
workers staged a sit-in in the can-
teen after being off ered a meagre 
35p pay raise in the face of soaring 
infl ation.

Referring to the fi rst offi  cial 

strike that followed, Umar said: 
“On that cold January night, there 
were about 50 of us and today 1100 
people have joined.

“I would have never imagined 
on that day that we were going to 
have so many people walking out.”

People’s Assembly activist Shab-
bir Lakha said: “This is entirely 
because of the strength, bravery 
and courage of the Amazon strikers.

“The fact that they’re paying 
attention to what we’re doing in 
Seattle, the fact that Jeff  Bezos 
isn’t making any money today from 
Coventry is because of the strikers.”

Dale, from Amazon’s BHX1 
warehouse in Rugeley, emphasised 
that the strike campaign should 
go national.

“It needs to spread – we need to 
have all the sites joining in,” he said.

GMB senior organiser Stuart 

Richards confi rmed that the sen-
timent was similar elsewhere, 
saying: “We’ve already started 
talking to Amazon workers from 
Bristol, Wales, London, and up in 
the north as well.

“There seems to be the begin-
nings of an appetite for taking that 
action forward and we’re going to 
be there to support them.”

As workers took to the picket 
lines over poverty pay, Amazon 
shares surged on Friday after 
the company reported a boom in 
second-quarter earnings.

In the three months to June, 
the online retailer recorded sales 
of £106 billion, 11 per cent higher 
than in 2022.

Its workers in Britain have 
meanwhile received a real-terms 
pay cut of 8 per cent.

Fran Heathcote, president 

of Civil Service union PCS, said: 
“Isn’t it simply incredible that a 
multinational company which has 
multibillions in revenue and profi ts 
cannot aff ord to pay its own work-
ers a living wage?

“They are exploited for profi t 
and treated without respect while 
the shareholders and the company 
executives live in luxury.”

Ahead of the rally, local Labour 
MP Zarah Sultana said: “Amazon 
bosses need to get the message: 
these workers won’t be ignored. 
Pay them properly and recognise 
their trade union or watch this 
fi ght grow.”
Morning Star 
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Simón Trinidad was 58 years 
of age when a US court in 2008 
sentenced him to 60 years in 
prison. His alleged crime was 
that of conspiracy to hold hos-
tage three US drug-war con-
tractors operating in Colombia. 
He is in eff ect serving a life 
sentence and had nothing to 
do with the hostage-taking.

The contractors, captured in 
2003, went free in 2008. The US 
“war on drugs” in Colombia has 
obscured their role in Colombia’s 
war against leftist insurgents, pri-
marily the Revolutionary Armed 
Forces of Colombia (FARC).

Simón Trinidad was a FARC 
leader. The FARC and Colombia’s 
government signed a peace agree-
ment in 2016, and Trinidad and 
other ex-combatants expected to 
be part of a peace process. Now, he 
is a prisoner in a super-max prison 
in the United States. He is confi ned 
to his cell for all but two hours per 
day, receives no mail, and is allowed 
very few visitors.

On 27th July, Simón Trinidad 
for once was a featured item in 
the news in Colombia. An undated 
letter he had written to Colombian 
Chancellor Álvaro Leyva request-
ing repatriation to Colombia had 
appeared on social media. News 
reports were reproducing it.

Observers associated Trinidad’s 
letter with the US government’s 
announcement the day before that 
the bloodthirsty former paramilitary 
chieftain Salvatore Mancuso, also 
jailed in the United States, soon 
would be extradited to Colombia. 
President Gustavo Petro designated 
Mancuso as a “promoter of peace.”

Trinidad, not so favoured as 
this, wrote in his letter of his deter-
mination to testify before the Spe-
cial Jurisdiction for Peace, as other 
former FARC combatants have 
done, and Mancuso too, virtually. 
This court, established under the 
Peace Agreement of 2016, off ers 
former combatants an opportunity 
to tell the truth about crimes they 
may have committed during the 
civil war and, having done so, to 
be pardoned or punished.

Trinidad apparently hopes not 
only that Chancellor Leyva will 
inform the US Secretary of State 
of his request to be repatriated 
but also that his message will be 
passed on to President Joe Biden, 
who has the power to release him 
from prison.

According to Colombian press, 

progressive Colombian Senator 
Iván Cepeda, “one of the people 
who speaks of peace on behalf of 
President Gustavo Petro,” wel-
comed “Simón Trinidad’s proposal 
[and] sent it directly to Chancellor 
Álvaro Leyva.”

Trinidad joined the left-leaning 
Patriotic Union (UP) electoral coa-
lition after it was formed in 1985. 
A year later, paramilitaries began 
their massacre of UP adherents 
that, with impunity from Colombia’s 
government, lasted for years. In 
response, Trinidad in 1987 joined 
the FARC and, in the process, 
dropped his name Ricardo Palmera 
Pineda. For the FARC, Trinidad 
was responsible for political edu-
cation and propaganda and was a 
negotiator.

The US government in 2000 
introduced its “Plan Colombia,” 
through which Colombia’s military 
secured US weapons and training 
assistance; US troops and mili-
tary contractors were deployed in 
Colombia. The appearance of Plan 
Colombia doomed peace nego-
tiations between the FARC and 
Colombia’s government that were 
in progress at the time.

As a lead FARC negotiator in 
those talks, Simón Trinidad became 
known to international observers. 
His course with the FARC ended 
abruptly on 2nd January 2004, 
when Colombian military personnel 
and the CIA seized him in Quito. 
Trinidad was there seeking UN 
assistance for a proposed prisoner 
exchange.

Colombia’s government extra-
dited Trinidad to the United States 
on New Year’s Eve, 2004. Accord-
ing to his US lawyer Mark Burton, 
Trinidad’s US captors regarded him 
as a “trophy prisoner.”

Trinidad’s US handlers had to 
stage four trials to fi nally gain a con-
viction. His capture and multiple 
appearances in US courtrooms from 
2005 to 2008 served as real-time 
advertising that testifi ed to US com-
mitment to anti-insurgency eff orts 
and the drug war in Colombia.

Trinidad’s misfortune was to 
have fallen into the clutches of a 
nation whose record on prisoners 
is horrifi c. After all, “The United 
States stands alone as the only 
nation that sentences people to 
life without parole for crimes com-
mitted before turning 18.” (No 
wonder: of 196 countries, only the 
United States has yet to ratify the 
UN’s Convention on the Rights of 
the Child.)

As a US political prisoner, 

Simón Trinidad harks back to the 
Scottsboro Nine, young Black men 
in Alabama who faced death pen-
alties in the 1930s on trumped-up 
racist charges; to Communist Party 
members jailed under the Smith 
Act; and to Black Panther Party 
members caught up in the US gov-
ernment’s COINTELPRO project.

Simón Trinidad is also repre-
sentative of prisoners gathered up 
in US wars and other interventions 
abroad. They include: Ricardo 
Flores Magón, a Mexican revolu-
tionary who died in Leavenworth 
Federal Prison in 1922; the “Cuban 
Five” prisoners who resisted US 
terrorism and hostilities against 
their country; and the unfortu-
nates ending up in the US prison 
in Guantanamo during and after 
the Iraq War.

Despite the Peace Agreement in 
Colombia, paramilitaries or other 
thugs have since killed almost 400 
former FARC fi ghters; 300 FARC 
prisoners of war are still in prison 
almost seven years later.

Violence in the countryside 
persists. Colombia’s military is 
unable or unwilling to suppress a 
new breed of paramilitaries. One 
report highlights the paramilitaries’ 
“symbiotic relationship with Colom-
bian state actors.” Declassifi ed State 
Department and CIA documents 
from George Washington Univer-
sity’s National Security Archives 
say the same.

The plot thickens: The tight 
relationship between the US and 
Colombian militaries and the US  
alliance with Colombia’s govern-
ment together suggest US complic-
ity with violence that Colombia’s 
Army and state are unable or 
unwilling to control.

The bad news for Simón Trini-
dad is that the US government is 
betting not on peace in Colombia, 
but on continuing war. For that 
reason, Simón Trinidad confronts 
formidable barriers in satisfying 
his need to join Colombia’s peace 
process.

Mark Burton’s words end this 
report: “Simón Trinidad is a man 
with a clear vision for a new Colom-
bia, a Colombia in peace and with 
social justice. Colombia needs to 
listen to his voice, his vision, his 
proposals for peace. His contin-
ued imprisonment in the United 
States on false charges is an insult 
to Colombia, its history, and its 
people.”
People’s World (edited for reasons of 
space) 
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Worker-centric
A British Labour Party shadow trade secretary has said that 
when Labour gets into power, they’ll get on really well with the 
Biden administration because both parties have “worker-cen-
tric” trade policies. Lucky workers! The British Labour Party, 
like the Australian Labor Party, just love being worker-cen-
tric, almost as much as they love getting into power and doing 
things the conservatives were about to do. Workers are impor-
tant to them. That’s why the self-styled “worker centric” British 
Labour Party banned its MPs from attending picket lines during 
the train drivers strike.

Incentive (blunting)
The Australian tax system has been becoming less and less 
progressive for a long time, starting with Howard’s introduction 
of the GST, a tax which charges billionaires and the unem-
ployed the same amounts on goods and services, and most 
recently in the Stage 3 tax cuts served up to us by a Labor 
government that give the most “tax relief” to people on over 
$200 thousand a year. We are well on the way to a fl at tax sys-
tem, but it’s never enough for some people. The Australian 
Financial Review has described what’s left of the progressive 
tax system as “incentive blunting,” which must explain all those 
wealthy people who don’t bother to go to work. Poor Austral-
ians have so much incentive that they’re starting to cut back on 
food.

High wage economy
This sounds like a very good thing indeed, and the Guard-
ian – The Workers’ Weekly would applaud it as a goal – if it 
weren’t being weaselishly called for by AIG (Australian Indus-
try Group)’s Innes Wilcox. He wants a “high wage economy,” 
and thinks that the way to get there is through lower taxes for 
industry. This would be more convincing if the AIG hadn’t spent 
its entire existence arguing against higher wages and the union 
power which could achieve higher wages.

Lawfare
This cute combination of “law” and “warfare” is meant to imply 
that somebody is using the law the wrong way. It’s a reasona-
ble way to criticise legal cases which are just aimed at silencing 
legitimate criticism, but “lawfare” is weaselish when it is used 
to argue that the law just shouldn’t be used at all. What’s the 
wrong way? If you mount too many spurious legal cases, the 
courts can decide you’re a vexatious litigant and fi ne you, or 
bar you or something. Lawfare doesn’t mean that. It just means 
using the law in a way people don’t like.

Transactional relationships
Transactional is a bad way for a relationship to be, right? It’s 
creepy to give your friends something and expect to get some-
thing back, isn’t it? Certainly we’d be upset if our mates started 
giving us receipts and bills every time we shouted them a beer, 
although if you think about it for a moment, we all want some-
thing back, so perhaps all relationships are “transactional” in 
some sense.

Pat Conroy, our Minister for International Development and the 
Pacifi c has said that Australia will not engage in “aid for trans-
actional relationships,” when it comes to foreign aid to Pacifi c 
Island countries. We hope he’s run this pretend altruism past 
Foreign Minister Penny Wong, who has said “Australia is using 
all elements of our national power to advance our interests.” 
That sounds more than a little transactional.

A plea for 
Simón Trinidad
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SYDNEY

Hiroshima/ Nagasaki Day 2023, was one of the 
best attended for years. The bombing of two cities 
in Japan on 6th August and 9th, 1945 by nuclear 
weapons incinerated almost a quarter of a million 
people instantly. We must never forget that crime. 
The rally started at Sydney Town Hall and moved 
onto the Defence Department where wreaths were 
laid in honour of the dead in Hiroshima and Naga-
saki, the victims of nuclear testing in the Pacifi c and 
fi nally the victims of nuclear testing in Australia at 
Maralinga. We were very privileged to have a stun-
ning array of speakers from the First Nations, the Rev 
Ray Minniecon, Alan Behm of the Australia Institute, 
Fr. Claude Mostowik of Pax Christi, Professor Jake 
Lynch of the Sydney Peace Foundation, Dr Vince 
Scappatura of Macquarie University, and Naruaki 
Cann, a Communist Party of Australia member who 
spoke at the Defence department. Cann is a 24-year 
old Japanese Australian, born in Hiroshima and 
raised in Sydney. The messages were very clear 
during the rally: the barbarism of the use of nuclear 
weapons in WW2 and the need in the present to 
stop the likelihood of nuclear war in our region. It 
is time to cancel AUKUS and time for the Australian 
government to sign the Treaty to Prohibit the use of 
Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).

Keep working for peace, Hiroshima/Nagasaki 
never again!

MELBOURNE
Melbourne comrades joined the rally at the State 

Library, and heard speakers including Jack Howard 
from Labor Against War, Margie Beavis from Medical 
Association for the Prevention of War, David Ball from 
the Maritime Union of Australia, Korean peace and 
union activist Joon Shik Shin, and Greens Senator 
Janet Rice. The rally was also entertained by the Riff  
Raff  Radical Marching band. Joon Shik Shin spoke 
from the heart against recent attempts by the US to 
further militarise the Korean Peninsula by bringing 
the nuclear submarine Annapolis for a visit, while 
Senator Rice went into detail about what Australia 
could aff ord in terms of schools, hospitals and housing 
if it cancelled the AUKUS agreement. Jack Howard 
also spoke against the obscene cost Australia has been 
signed up to for AUKUS. Melbourne comrades also 
supported the action as marshals.

GEELONG
Bad weather forced the IPAN Hiroshima Day 

rally in Geelong off  the streets and into the Trades 
Hall. It was the fi rst such event for some years in 
Geelong. About 50 people listened to speeches from 
William Briggs, an international relations analyst, 
Sarah Mansfi eld, Greens MLC for Western Victoria 
and Joon Shik Shin, Korean trade union and peace 
activist. Following the rally, John Pilger’s The Coming 
War on China was screened as a fund raising activity 
ahead of a trade union speaking tour that will feature 
Arthur Rorris from the South Coast Labour Council. 

Hiroshima-Nagasaki – Never Again Vigil – Call 
to Ban Nuclear Weapons.

PERTH
On Sunday August 6th people gathered for a peace 

rally at Perth Cultural Centre in Northbridge to mark 
the 78th anniversary of the bombings of Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. The gathering was welcomed to country 
by Noongar elder Uncle Ben Taylor.

The rally refl ected on the impacts of nuclear 

war and called nuclear weapons to be banned and 
to cancel the AUKUS pact and nuclear submarines. 
The bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki resulted 
in over 200,000 deaths and tens of thousands of 
survivors contracting cancer and experiencing other 
eff ects of radiation, including ongoing birth defects.

Long term nuclear disarmament and peace activist, 
former senator Jo Vallentine reminded the crowd that 
“It’s a day to remember all the victims of the nuclear 
industry, of course with Hiroshima and Nagasaki at 
the front of our minds – the only times when nuclear 
weapons have been deliberately used in war”.

Jo also remembered the many who suff ered 
through nuclear testing and as a result of nuclear 
accidents particularly in our region both the Pacifi c 
Ocean and Maralinga in Australia where there are 
survivors still suff ering and peoples unable to regain 
their homelands. 

There have also been many more accidents, includ-
ing with nuclear submarines, nine on the ocean’s 
fl oor in the northern hemisphere.”

The gathering heard that we need to reclaim our 
sovereignty, and build peaceful relations with our 
neighbours, not spend up to $368 billion on nuclear 
submarines only to stumble into yet another disas-
trous off ensive US-led war.  

Nuclear Free WA co-convenor, Kerrie-Ann Garlick 
added “Many West Australians have felt the impacts 
of nuclear weapons tests and have rejected uranium 
mining which ends up as nuclear waste – weapons 
grade material which can be diverted to weapons 
programs. “We are happy to say no West Austral-
ian uranium is being mined and we will continue to 
work towards keeping uranium in the ground and 
out of the supply chain that fuels nuclear weapons 
and poses one of the greatest existential threats on 
earth – nuclear war.” 

Event MC and member of Independent Peaceful 
Australia Network (IPAN) and Stop AUKUS-WA, 
Christopher Crouch concluded, “Remembering the 
atrocity of the nuclear bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki is not enough. We have to build for peace 
just as those with power build for war. In acknowl-
edging the horror of what nuclear weapons have 
done in the past we have a duty to ensure it never 
happens again.” 

We’re seeing growing militarisation and nuclearisa-
tion of our economy and education system, Australia 
increasingly becoming “a vassal US state,” escalating 
tensions in the Indo-Pacifi c, and, the rising threat of 
nuclear weapons use. 

A strong message was sent to Labor in the lead 
up to their National Conference to sign and ratify the 
Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, as it 
promised in 2018. Speakers included former Federal 
Labor member for Fremantle and ICAN Australia 
Ambassador, Melissa Parke, former senator, long 
term peace and nuclear disarmament activist, Jo 
Vallentine, Greens MLC Brad Pettitt; Quakers Asia 
West Pacifi c Secretary, Adrian Glamorgan, Nuclear 
Free WA Co-Convenor, Kerrie-Ann Garlick, Dr 
Peter Underwood from the Medical Association for 
the prevention of war (MAPW) and NUS education 
activist, Ella Marchionda. The event was closed by 
Stop AUKUS WA campaigners Sam Wainwright 
(SA) and Elly Hulm also from the Communist Party 
of Australia, who invited all people concerned with 
peace, against war, for the environment and for our 
tax payers’ dollars being spent on delivering real 
security – housing, health, education and jobs to join 
Stop AUKUS. Elly spoke the demoralising time when 
the invasion of Iraq went ahead despite mass mobili-
sation of people against it. She reminded the crowd 
that circumstances are diff erent today in that a war 
has not yet started and now is a time of opportunity 
to rebuild the movement and send a strong message 
to government that we are not prepared for a build 
up to war on our watch – never again! 
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Perth – Elly addressing crowd.

Melbourne – outside of the State Library.

Sydney – walking towards the Defence Department.

Geelong off the streets and into the Trades Hall.


