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As the stench around Qantas grows
stronger, CEO Allan Joyce has made
a hasty retreat, abruptly resigning
on 5th September, his $10.8 million
pay-out firmly in his grasp. Under his
leadership Qantas has provided an
example to fellow exploiters of how a
robber baron can operate in the 21st
century; a mean machine making a
record profit of $2.47 billion (pre-tax)
sourced from the company’s vicious
treatment of its workforce and con-
tempt for its passengers.

Anger has been boiling for some time
with thousands of cancelled flights causing
huge stress and disruption for passengers,
flight delays, lost luggage, understaffing at
airports, and most recently a whopping
hike in fares.

It all came to a head on 31st August
when the Australian Competition and Con-
sumer Commission (ACCC) took Qantas
to court alleging the airline had “engaged
in false, misleading or deceptive conduct,
by advertising tickets for more than 8000
flights that it had already cancelled but not
removed from sale.”

“The ACCC alleges that for more than
8000 flights scheduled to depart between
May and July 2022, Qantas kept selling
tickets on its website for an average of

The Workers’ Wee

Guadr

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA We acknowledge the Sovereignty of the First Nations’ Peoples. www.cpa.org.auv

more than two weeks, and in some cases
for up to 47 days, after the cancellation
of the flights,” ACCC Chair Gina Cass-
Gottlieb said.

“The investigation ... identified that
Qantas cancelled almost 1 in 4 flights in
the period from May to July 2022, with
about 15,000 out of 66,000 domestic and
international flights from airports in all
states and mainland territories in Qantas’
published schedule being cancelled. These
proceedings relate to more than 10,000 of
those cancelled flights.”

To take one example cited by the
ACCC: Qantas flight QF81 was scheduled
to depart from Sydney to Singapore on
4th June 2022. On 8th February 2022,
Qantas made the decision to cancel the
flight. Despite this, Qantas did not remove
the flight from sale until 277th March 2022,
and did not inform existing ticketholders
of the cancellation until 28th March 2022.

The maximum penalty for each breach
of the Australian Consumer Law for a cor-
poration before gth November 2022 is the
greater of: $10 million, three times the total
benefits that have been obtained and are
reasonably attributable, or if the total value
of the benefits cannot be determined, 10 per
cent of the corporation’s annual turnover.

The reputation of Australia’s national
carrier is in tatters, and deservedly so.

Continued on page 2
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Fight for gig workers’ rights

Marcus Browning increase pay and improve condi-
tions, no less so in the gig economy,
What would you think about including opposition to the Alba-
someone who is continually nese government’s push to give the
attempting to rob you and your Fair Work Commission the means
family of the right to a decent to set minimum pay and conditions
living? Someone who was for gig workers on digital platforms.
intent on taking food from the Action by the union movement to
mouths of your children and bring about real changes will be
was on a mission to make sure needed.
that the future they have is a A major survey conducted by
grim one? You would inevita- McKell, the Transport Workers’
bly hold them in the contempt Union, and TEACHO sheds light
that they deserve. on the harsh reality faced by food
Last week we had the Business  delivery, rideshare, and Amazon-
Council of Australia, the Australian  Flex drivers. The survey, which
Chamber of Commerce and Indus-  included over 1,000 transport gig
try, Australian Industry Group, workers, reveals that the notion of
and the Minerals Council — the ‘flexibility’ is merely an illusion. The
representatives of the country’s key findings of the survey show low
most bloated parasites — in syncon  pay, job insecurity, and the absence
a mission to make your life harder  of fair, safe and sustainable stand-
and more uncertain for working ards, highlighting the urgent need
people while making it easier for for transport reform.

the bosses to make more profits.
Employers oppose any move to

(continued on page 3)
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Can you guess what
these numbers
represent?

Two. One million, thirty-nine thousand, nine hun-
dred and ninety-nine. Thirty seven.

We won’t leave you in suspense. Two is the number
of years since the last RMIT staff agreement expired.
Ruthless university management has been in no hurry to
negotiate a new one. $1,039,999 is the number of dollars
the Vice Chancellor of Swinburne university is paid per
year. Running a university is a big and complex job, but
the Vice Chancellor is paid more than twice what the
Prime Minister gets for running a country of 25 mil-
lion people, so perhaps it’s no surprise that Swinburne
staff have voted no confidence in their well-paid leader.
37 is a much smaller number, but also more affecting
— it’s the number of short-term contracts Melbourne
University law researcher Sophie Lamond has been on
since 2017, and it’s the reason Sophie is on strike now,
along with a lot of other National Tertiary Education
Union members.

After all these numbers, a lot of people tune out,
especially if they’re not in academia or education.
Things are tough all over, and academics are famous
for leading cushy lives. If that’s what you’re thinking,
think again. The situation in education affects all of
us, including those of us who never want to set foot in
a classroom again.

It’s true that things are tough all over, and that job
insecurity is rampant. Capital always looks for a higher
rate of profit, and the best ways to get that are by pay-
ing workers less, and/or making them work harder.
Universities don’t just happen to be insecure places
to work with ridiculously overpaid management with
no interest in staff welfare. They became like that
as a result of policy choices. Universities used to be
seen as something outside of the rough and tumble of
capitalist competition, but that was before neo-liberal
governments decided that absolutely nothing could be
outside the glorious free markets. Universities were
underfunded, and forced to bow to market ideology.
Conservative Liberal-National governments gave uni-
versities incentives to casualise staff, leading to the
situation we have now, where Sophie Lamond’s six years
of job insecurity is the rule, not the exception.

The situation inside the campuses mirrored the situ-
ation on the outside. Attacks on worker job security
by conservative governments and very little action to
reverse those attacks by cautious and capital-serving
Labor governments. Karl Marx warned a long time ago
that capital doesn’t stop until ‘all that is solid melts into
air’. Universities, for all their faults, used to feel ‘sacred’,
dedicated to knowledge. Now they are hotbeds of worker
exploitation, driving out talented and knowledgeable
people, selling students short, and oppressing staff who
can’t or refuse to leave.

Everyone should care about the disputes on univer-
sity campuses for several reasons. A lot of people go to
university now. They deserve better than harried staff
with not enough time to teach properly. A lot of people
have children who go through tertiary education. All
of us at some time or other need the knowledge and
skills that people learn at university.

Another reason we should care about university pay
is that if we work for a living, we are in the same boat as
the lecturers and tutors who are on strike around the
country. Short term contracts are coming for everyone
— John Howard overreached when he tried to introduce
Work Choices, but the minds and the money behind
that doomed attempt to put every working Australian
on an individual contract are still hard at work on the
neoliberal project.

Job insecurity and wage theft is a choice capitalism
makes. Universities, like all our workplaces could be
so much better than they are.

Support university staff! Support your own union!
Join the Communist Party of Australia!
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Continued from page 1

Under immense pressure the airline scrapped the
expiry date on $570 million of flight credits within
hours of the ACCC’s court action.

Adding to the furore, Joyce was granted $10.8 mil-
lion in shares on 1st September under a pandemic-era
retention scheme and for long-term bonuses from 2020,
2021, and 2022, which he had previously deferred.

The company allowed Joyce to sell $17 million of
shares in early June while a share buy-back was under
way, which has raised criticism from some investors.
The share buyback was in lieu of dividends. Fewer
shares on the market can be expected to make the
remaining shares more profitable than they would
have been.

Qantas is also due to pay Joyce his short-term
bonus of up to $4.3 million and his long-term bonus
of shares worth $8 million for the last financial year.

WAR ON WORKERS

Joyce won’t be short of a dollar after exiting
Qantas but his former and existing workforce are
not so lucky. They are in the midst of a cost-of-living
crisis and it’s Qantas’ exploitation of these workers
alongside hefty ticket prices — some doubling — that
have lined Joyce’s pockets.

At the start of the pandemic Qantas embarked
on a pre-planned savage cost-cutting program which
included axing of almost a third of its workforce,
including baggage handling, aircraft cleaning and
other crew work.

The work of its sacked workforce was outsourced
to labour hire outfits, some of them internal to Qantas
— in effect Qantas outsourced to itself.

The aim of the outsourcing was to de-unionise
the workforce and slash wages and working condi-
tions. At the time Qantas estimated it would save
$100 million per annum through outsourcing. That

saving illustrates just how much workers lose when
they are not directly employed on union-negotiated
enterprise agreements, but exploited by unscrupulous
labour hire outfits.

The process of outsourcing to labour hire com-
panies is a manipulative and exploitative weapon
for employers. Some workers are employed directly
by the labour hire company but many are treated as
“self-employed” subcontractors. According to the
ACTU, about 84 per cent of labour hire workers do
not have paid leave entitlements and 81 per cent work
full-time hours despite the lack of full-time employ-
ment. In addition, the work is insecure.

The outsourcing of baggage ground handling
which resulted in 1700 redundancies was found to
be illegal by the Federal Court but Qantas did not
reinstate the workers, instead appealing the decision
in the High Court.

Someone working for the Qantas subsidiary Jet-
star on its international routes could be working for
one of four different employers, each paying differ-
ent wage rates. If the employer is Australian-based,
then they might be paid $26 an hour. But if they are
based in Singapore, then it would be $6 an hour, and
for Thai-based crew $2 an hour.

Or on an international flight from London via
Singapore to Sydney, crew could also be working
alongside each other on different rates of pay and
conditions, with different employers. Some of these
employers could be Qantas labour hire subsidiaries.

At Sydney’s Qantas Freight facility there are six
different employers each offering workers different
pay and conditions for the same jobs.

“It is time the government closed loopholes to pro-
tect Australian workers against Alan Joyce’s business
model. If two workers at the same company are doing
the same job, they should be paid the same amount —
nothing could be simpler or fairer than that,” ACTU
President Michele O’Neil said.

During the pandemic Qantas received $2.7 billion
in subsidies from the Coalition government, which it
has steadfastly refused to pay back. The JobKeeper
component of those subsidies was supposed to save
jobs, not fund redundancies.

Federal Treasurer Jim Chalmers has ruled out
requiring Qantas to repay the $2.7 billion. Michael
Kaine, the National Secretary of the Transport Work-
ers’ Union (TWU), which took Qantas to court, accuses
the airline of rewarding Joyce for “crucifying the spirit
of Australia.”

NATIONAL CARRIER

Qantas was initially a private carrier, but was
nationalised in 1947 by the Chifley Labor government
to become Australia’s national carrier. The role of a
national carrier is important. It is used in emergencies,
to fly aid into other countries, bring home stranded
Australians, etc.

The re-privatisation of Qantas commenced in
1993, with further tranches of shares sold off in the
following years. By law 51 per cent of Qantas must
be Australian-owned. The largest shareholders are
financial investors like the Pendal Group, Blackrock,
First Sentier Investors, and the Vanguard Group.

As Australia’s national carrier it should be publicly
owned, and managed in accordance with a democratic
charter that puts its workforce and passengers before
profits. @&
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On Equal Pay Day (25th August),
the NSW Teachers’ Federation is
calling on the Minns Labor gov-
ernment to “Honour The Deal.”
In July, the Government agreed to
make NSW teachers the nation’s
best paid, but then reneged ear-
lier this month when it tried to
amend the agreement to include
three subsequent years of 2.5 per
cent pay movements.

Friday 25th August, is 56 days
from the end of the financial year, and
marks the number of additional days
that women must work on average,
across organisations, industries, and
the workforce as a whole, to earn the
same as men.

The latest national gender pay gap
of 13 per cent is a 0.3 percentage point
decrease on figures released in Febru-
ary this year. The Workplace Gender
Equality Agency (WGEA) calculates
that, on average, for every $1 men earn
in Australia, women make 87 cents.

BARRIERS TO WOMEN

The fourth edition of the She’s
Price(d)less report released in 2022
found that women in feminised indus-
tries faced barriers to achieving wage
parity along with underrepresentation
in promotions and key management
positions.

Social and economic factors con-
tribute to the gap between women’s and
men’s average earnings, which combine
to reduce women'’s earning capacity over
their lifetime. These factors include:

« women and men working in
different industries and different
jobs, with female-dominated

Equal Pay Day 2023
What’s Missing Matters

industries and jobs attracting lower
wages
conscious and unconscious
discrimination and bias in hiring
and pay decisions
lack of workplace flexibility to
accommodate caring and other
responsibilities, especially in senior
roles
high rates of part-time work for
women
women’s greater time out of the
workforce for caring responsibilities
affecting career progression and
opportunities
women’s disproportionate share of
unpaid caring and domestic work
WGEA Chief Executive Officer Mary
Wooldridge said: “This year we are call-
ing on employers to recognise that ‘what’s
missing matters’ in a whole range of situ-
ations, and particularly the missing pay
for women matters. And we are asking
employers to do something about it.”
Closing the gender pay gap will
require cultural change to remove bar-
riers to the full and equal participation
of women in the workforce.

ADD YOUR VOICE

Email a Labor MP, Deputy Premier
and Education Minister Prue Car, Treas-
urer Daniel Mookhey, and Premier Chris
Minns, calling on the government to
honour the negotiated agreement and
vary the Award to deliver these changes
on day 1 of term 4 (9th October).

Take a photo with your colleagues
holding Honour The Deal posters and
share it on social media, along with the
hashtag # HonourTheDeal.

For more info nswitf.org.au. &

#H®nour
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Closing the gender pay gap
will require cultural change to
remove barriers to the full and
equal participation of women

in the workforce.

Fight for gig workers’ rights

Continued from page 1

The survey uncovered a shock-
ing truth:

81 per cent of respondents
depend on gig work as their pri-
mary source of income, but are
overwhelmingly struggling to make
ends meet. Astonishingly, the more
hours they work, the lower their
hourly pay becomes.

Approximately 66 per cent of
full-time workers and at least 45
per cent of all workers earn less
than the minimum wage, poten-
tially affecting over 100,000 gig
workers in Australia. This alarming
trend amounts to the equivalent of
ongoing wage theft and undermines
the livelihoods of hardworking
individuals.

Deadly pressure is affecting
gig workers.

More than half of the respond-
ents experience work-related stress,
anxiety, and mental health issues.

56 per cent of food delivery
riders said they’re pressured to rush
and take risks on the road to earn
enough money and avoid deactiva-
tion for being deemed too slow by
the digital algorithm.

While flexibility is often cited
as a major benefit of gig work, the
survey revealed a different reality.

54 per cent of respondents
prioritise fair pay and safe work-
ing conditions over flexible hours.

About 41 per cent of workers
are forced to work over 40 hours
a week, and 69 per cent feel com-
pelled to work during peak hours
to earn a sufficient income.

As a gig worker summed it up:
“I work 77 days a week and often

above 70-80 hours a week, and I
barely make enough money to live.”

NEED FOR REFORM

The survey results speak loud
and clear, with 95 per cent of
workers expressing support for
regulation and the establishment
of standards for transport gig work.
Urgent transport reform is needed
to ensure fair pay, safe working con-
ditions, and improved job security
for transport gig workers.

In 2019 the Transport Workers’
Union (TWU) called on the then
federal Coalition government to
enact urgent legislation to ensure
workers in the gig economy are
given rights and protections against
exploitation.

The move came as a new survey
showed transport and delivery
workers in the gig economy are
paid less, work more hours unpaid,
and are less satisfied than other
workers.

At the time TWU National
Secretary Michael Kaino said: “In
2018 we had a landmark victory
when a Foodora rider won an unfair
dismissal case and we know the
same control factors are in play for
workers in Uber and right across
the gig economy. If this is what
our laws are guiding regulators to
do then these laws are hopelessly
broken and the government must
act urgently to put in place rights
that protect all workers.”

The evidence shows that Uber
workers are being abused: the
pay is well below minimum rates,
there is no right to negotiate the
continual decreasing rates, there
is little support when drivers are

forced to take time off if they are
sick or injured and superannuation
is non-existent.

The Rideshare Drivers Co-
operative stated: “Uber continu-
ally sends us messages on how we
must behave and carry out our jobs.
Work is also preferentially allocated
based on our ratings and availability
for work. If we take time off when
sick, we notice a drop off in work
allocated to us. Uber informs us
through the app what our cancel-
lation and acceptance rate is. They
are absolutely controlling how we
do our jobs. We believe we deserve
rights and protections while we do
these jobs.”

A major survey by Queensland
University of Technology, the Uni-
versity of Adelaide, and University
of Technology Sydney for the Victo-
rian government revealed transport
workers in the gig economy are
more likely to be dependent on
the income from gig work and to
do the job with greater frequency
than other workers.

The biggest category for gig
economy work was transport at
almost 19 per cent. The report
states transport workers are “over-
represented” in lower income bands
of $15-$20 and $20-$30 per hour,
before taxes and costs. Transport
workers spent a weekly average of
5.2 hours working unpaid.

Transport workers, along
with workers with a disability and
unemployed people, were among
the 15.4 per cent of respondents
working in the gig economy who
were most likely to say the income
they earned was essential for meet-
ing basic needs.

A separate survey by the TWU
and Rideshare Drivers’ Cooperative
of over 1100 rideshare drivers in
Australia last October showed the
average pay is just $16 per hour
before fuel, insurance, and other
costs are taken out. One in 10 driv-
ers have been physically assaulted,
while 6 per cent have been sexually
assaulted.

Workers responding to the
survey said they faced death threats
from passengers towards them and
their families, rape threats, sexual
assault, being punched in the face,
held at knifepoint, had their car
windows broken, their cars stolen,
and have received racial abuse.
Almost two-thirds of drivers have
had false reports by passengers.

A TWU survey of food delivery
riders in Australia shows three out
of every four are paid below mini-
mum rates. Almost 50 per cent of
riders had either been injured on
the job or knew someone who had.
At least 13 riders have been killed
while working.

The ACTU notes that there is
currently no system in Australia
to provide transport gig workers
with rights like minimum wage,
sick leave, workers’ compensation
or protection from unfair contract
terminations, which add pressure
to rush and work unsafely just to
make a living.

UberEats has previously
attempted to deny workplace deaths
occurred and therefore didn’t report
them. In 2021, UberEats claimed
food delivery rider Burak Dogan
wasn’t working for them when he
went under a truck in April 2020,
despite his phone receiving job

requests from Uber Eats at the exact
time of his death, and afterwards
as he lay dead on the road.

Gig work by its very nature is
insecure, which makes it harder for
workers to point out safety concerns
without the risk of losing their job.
Often their only form of contact
with the company is via apps and
chatbots.

The precarious nature of the
work means they are forced to take
risks just to bring in a pay cheque.
These workers deserve so much
more. Working no matter what
the weather or time to bring us
convenience comes with a cost;
employers are passing risks onto
individuals in the pursuit of cor-
porate profits.

The ACTU pointed out that
flexibility may be desired by work-
ers, but it is far from reality. The
unchecked transport gig economy
puts workers’ lives at risk just to
earn enough money. No worker’s
life should be expendable.

Gig workers lose $400 million
a year in potential superannuation
because they are not entitled to the
superannuation guarantee that
employees are, according to Indus-
try Super Australia. This means
that someone who works for just
five years as a gig economy worker
would have $28,700 less at retire-
ment than if they were engaged as
an employee.

Unfair commercial pressures
in road transport, facilitated by
engaging drivers under different
work arrangements are leading to
deaths on the road, low pay, and
poor working conditions. &
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Engels and pizza:
Sunshine Coast
Branch gets
educated

Graham Holton

In July the Sunshine Coast Branch of Queens-
land had its first education class, examining
Friedrich Engels’ Principles of Communism.
Written in 1847 it was the precursor of Marx
and Engels’ The Communist Manifesto writ-
ten in 1848. There was a good number of
branch members in attendance, while those
who could not attend in Caboolture made use
of the Zoom link. The class produced lively
interaction and debate, followed by pizzas. It
was a great evening of comradery, enjoyed by
all. The Power Point presentation is available
for those who would like it.

Principals of Communism is structured as a ques-
tion-and-answer handbook, containing 25 questions
about Communism. Engels presents his core ideas of
Marxism: historical materialism, class struggle and
proletarian revolution. He articulated the political
arguments of the newly-formed Communist League,
to become its mission statement.

Engels begins with a brief history of the proletariat,
the 19th century working class. His ideas developed
in a sequential and logical progression, predicting
that the abolition of private property would be a
panacea for social ills. Class and ethnic differences
would dissipate and religion rendered superfluous.
Engels asserts that Communism will greatly benefit
women’s rights and the family, with the abolition of
private property women will be emancipated.

The Principles begins with ‘What is Communism?
Communism is the doctrine of the conditions of the
liberation of the proletariat.’

‘What is the proletariat?’ Engels explains that the
19th century working class lived by selling its labour,
having derived no profit from capital.

Question 24 asks ‘How do communists differ from

socialists?’ There are three main types of socialists:
reactionary, bourgeois, and democratic. The first two
groups are antagonistic to communist aims, while
communists can sometimes align with democratic
socialists when useful.

All up, Engels book is a useful and engaging way
to get started on Communism. @&
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Unions have lashed the South
Australian government’s hypo-
critical opposition to the thou-
sands of renewable energy jobs
and vital emissions reductions
that an offshore wind farm
zone would create.

The Communications, Electrical
and Plumbing Union South Aus-
tralian branch — with the support
of Maritime Union of Australia,
CFMEU and AMWU SA branches
— has condemned the Labor gov-
ernment’s recommendation that
an offshore wind farm zone not
extend to Commonwealth waters
off the state’s southeast.

The unions say claims about
potential harm to the rock lobster
industry and marine life are at odds
with its policies including the state’s
net zero target and declaration of
a climate emergency.

“Peter Malinauksas and his gov-
ernment have jumped the gun here
overreacting to concerns raised by
the rock lobster industry before any
proper impact studies have been
conducted,” CEPU South Austral-
ian state secretary John Adley said.

“We know that rock lobster
fishing and offshore wind coex-
ist in other parts of the world.

renewable stand

Uninformed knee jerk decisions
like this risk the state’s broader
economy and environment.”

The unions warn thousands of
jobs in renewable electricity are
at stake and that transitioning to
a greener, cleaner economy will
put the rock lobster industry on a
sustainable footing for the future.
The CSIRO says that the southern
rock lobster is highly sensitive to
climate change and will decline,
alongside other key species, as a
consequence of global warming.

“It’s absurd that the government
has overridden its own policy, its
stated commitment to reducing
emissions and the party’s platform
to protect an industry that inaction
on climate will ultimately decimate
if we do not act,” said Adley.

“The government’s claims that
energy generated within waters
off SA’s coast would be connected
exclusively to Victoria’s power grid
are wrong. The idea that increased
renewable electricity generation
and supply, lower prices, and
massive carbon pollution abate-
ment doesn’t benefit South Aus-
tralia is not just misguided, it’s
misleading.”

Maritime Union of Australia

Support the Guardian
by donating to Press Fund

South Australian Branch Secre-
tary Brett Larkin said: “Maritime
workers are shocked by the govern-
ment’s decision to oppose invest-
ment worth billions of dollars and
the thousands of secure union jobs
that could accompany it.

“There is great potential for
offshore wind in waters off South
Australia. The Australian Energy
Market Operator has found that
waters off South Australia have
stronger and more consistent
winds than anywhere onshore in
the state.”

AMWU SA Secretary Peter
Bauer said: “The future of manufac-
turing in the state relies on access
to reliable cost-effective energy
sources to make us more competi-
tive to interstate companies.

“The government’s opposition
risks denying us the opportunity
to develop good sustainable jobs,
as well as being at odds with the
state’s renewable energy policies.
It must be reconsidered.”

CFMEU SA Assistant Secretary
Marcus Pare, said: “It is disappoint-
ing to hear that the state govern-
ment is turning on its commitments
to greener energy alternatives.

“Achieving Australia’s goal of
net zero means that each state must
play a role in supporting renewable
projects like offshore wind, includ-
ing South Australia. The CFMEU
supports the Southern Ocean zone
proposal and will continue to cam-
paign for part of this zone off South

a

Australia’s coast.” @

The Climate Council has labelled the decision to
approve an extension to the Gregory Crinum coal mine
in Queensland’s Bowen Basin until 2073 as “stunning
hypocrisy.” Just one week after Climate Minister Chris
Bowen toured the Pacific to promote Australia’s climate
credentials, and with all warning sirens blaring about
a climate change-fuelled summer of extreme heat and
fires ahead, it beggars belief the Albanese government
has thrown a lifeline to a fourth highly-polluting fossil
fuel project. The approval was granted under the
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation
Act (EPBC), Australia’s key national environmental law,
which ironically fails to deal directly with the main threat
Australia’s environment now faces: climate change.
The Great Barrier Reef, which the government recently
committed to protect following a United Nations ruling
on its ‘in danger’ status, is located in the region near the
extension site. Climate Council Head of Advocacy, Dr
Jennifer Rayner, said: “The Albanese government seems
to work at two speeds: a go slow on environmental
protection but green lights all the way for fossil fuels.
While reforms to Australia’s main national environment
law have languished on the government’s to-do list, new
polluting projects keep being waved through. There are
at least 21 more fossil fuel projects currently in the EPBC
approval pipeline. Will the Albanese government wave
every one through before it gets around to delivering
on its promise to strengthen this law? The cognitive
dissonance is stunning. It makes zero sense to have one
hand claiming Australia is a global leader on action on
climate while the other is busy rubber stamping 50 more
years of coal.” Climate Council CEO, Amanda McKenzie,
warned that our environment is declining at an alarming
rate due to global warming. “The Albanese government
has a once-in-a-generation opportunity to arrest this
decline. Strengthening our national environment law
— with climate at the heart of it — will safeguard our
health, grow the economy, and protect our treasured
natural places. This latest coal mine approval shows
our environment laws are absolutely broken. Climate
change is the biggest risk to the environment and to all of
us. Coal and gas are destroying the places we love, the
government must take responsibility and put laws in place
to stop these damaging projects going ahead.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: This year marks the 41st
anniversary of the massacre of Palestinian refugees in
the Sabra and Shatila camps in Beirut. In July 1982 Israel
invaded Lebanon under the direction of the then Israeli
Defence Minister, Ariel Sharon. After entering Beirut
the lIsraeli forces encircled Sabra and Shatila on 18th
September, allowing the Israeli-backed Phalange militia,
a fascist Lebanese group, into the camps where they
slaughtered almost 3000 people, mainly women, children
and the elderly. Around 20,000 Palestinian and Lebanese
civilians were killed by the invading forces. Sharon went
on to become prime minister and unleashed a murderous
campaign of terror against the Palestinian people, at the
same time labelling Palestinians “terrorists.” Sharon is
gone, but Israel’s crimes continue.

Non-mainstream
< news on Sunday
mornings at 9:15.
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Stop releasing
contaminated water
into the sea

SHII Kazuo
Chair of the Executive Committee of
the Japanese Communist Party (JCP)

Press conference, August 2023 Tokyo

(1) The Kishida government has decided to begin
releasing contaminated water from TEPCO’s Fuku-
shima Daiichi nuclear power plant into the ocean as
early as 24th August. This is a complete breach of the
government’s promise to the people of Fukushima
Prefecture and the people of Japan to “not take any
action without the understanding of all parties con-
cerned including fishers,” and is absolutely unaccept-
able. The JCP strongly demands the retraction of the
government’s policy of releasing contaminated water
into the sea.

Sakamoto Masanobu, Chair of the Japan Federation
of Fisheries Cooperative Associations (“Zengyoren”),
who met with the Prime Minister on 21st August,
stated, “We remain firm in our position that we are still
opposed to the discharge of ALPS (Advanced Liquid
Processing System)-treated water into the sea.” Prime
Minister Kishida Fumio visited Fukushima on 20th
August, but did not meet with Fukushima’s fishery
officials or local government heads. Prime Minister
Kishida’s political stance of not listening to the opinions
of local residents and not keeping his public promises
shakes the very foundation of democracy.

(2) Even if the water contaminated by contact with
debris from the melted-down nuclear fuel is treated
with the ALPS, the radioactive material tritium cannot
be removed. Furthermore, the government admits
that the water also contains radioactive substances

Underground water storage pools. Photo: Greg Webb — International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) —

flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0).

other than tritium, such as caesium and strontium,
even “below regulatory standards.” Thus, it is natural
that the government cannot obtain the consent of the
parties concerned.

(3) If contaminated water is released into the ocean,
it will inevitably affect not only the fishing industry
but also the processing, transport, and wholesale
distribution of seafood as well as the tourism sector
in various ways, it will be a serious obstacle to the
reconstruction and revitalisation of the Fukushima
region. It is unacceptable for TEPCO and the govern-
ment, which are responsible for the nuclear power
plant accident, to set aside their responsibility and
impose on the victims the sacrifice of creating a major
obstacle to the reconstruction of Fukushima.

(4) Unless the inflow of groundwater into the
structures of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power
plant is stopped, radioactive contaminated water will
continue to be generated. What is alarming is that the
government has not taken effective steps to stop the
increase in contaminated water despite the fact that
countermeasures such as the land-side impermeable
wall (frozen soil wall)’ method have not been fully
effective. The government should seriously take steps
to stop the increase in contaminated water, such as
installation of a ‘wide-area impermeable wall.’

Experts have proposed measures to avoid the
releasing of radioactive wastewater into the ocean,
such as the ‘large tank storage’ method and “mortar
solidification disposal’ method. The government should
seriously consider alternative methods of storage and
take measures in order to properly address this issue.
Japan Press Weekly &

Not so Spotless:
underpayments uncovered

Wage Inspectorate Victoria has filed charges
in the Magistrates’ Court of Victoria against
Spotless Facility Services Pty Ltd and Spotless
Services Australia Limited, alleging they failed
to pay over $17,000 in long service leave enti-
tlements to 13 former employees.

It is alleged Spotless Facility Services Pty Ltd con-
travened section 9(2) of the Long Service Leave Act
2018 by failing to pay almost $14,000 in long service
leave entitlements to 8 former employees, when their
employment ended.

Spotless Services Australia Limited is alleged to
have also contravened section 9(2) by failing to pay
over $3,500 in long service leave entitlements to 5
former employees, when their employment ended.

The maximum penalty for each offence is 60
penalty units for each day during which the offences
continued.

The matter is listed for mention in the Melbourne
Magistrates’ Court on 10th October 2023.

The Wage Inspectorate will not provide further
details while the matter is before the court.

In addition to the matter against Spotless, the
Wage Inspectorate has cases against Woolworths,
Optus, CommSec, and BankWest before the court
alleging breaches of Victoria’s long service leave laws.

Quotes attributable to Robert Hortle, Commis-
sioner of Wage Inspectorate Victoria

“Long service leave is a long standing, valued

workplace entitlement in Victoria, and the Wage
Inspectorate is here to ensure it is paid when it is owed.”

“The amount of underpayment never tells the full
story in long service leave matters. It’s hard to put a
value on the leave workers were initially denied. Time
that could have been spent with family, travelling or
just relaxing.”

BACKGROUND

The Long Service Leave Act 2018 is a Victorian
law that provides long service leave for employees
who have worked continuously with one employer
for at least 7 years. It applies to work that is:

« full time

« part time
» casual

« seasonal

« fixed term.

After at least 7 years’ continuous employment with
one employer, an employee is entitled to take their
long service leave and be paid any unused long serv-
ice leave entitlement when their employment ends.

Most Victorian employees will be covered by and
entitled to long service leave in accordance with the
Act, unless they have a long service leave entitlement
from another source, such as under other legislation,
a registered agreement, award, or another law.
Wage Inspectorate Victoria &
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Hannah Middleton

While the United States is colonising northern Australia, occupying
Australian military bases and ports, bringing in nuclear submarines
and nuclear-capable B52 planes, establishing resupply and arma-
ments industries in our country, and infiltrating Australian policy
and intelligence institutions, the people of the UK are fighting to get
rid of US and home grown nukes.

The latest campaign is to prevent US nuclear weapons returning to
England.

US Air Force budget documents seen by the Federation of
American Scientists outline that a $59 million ‘surety dormitory’ to
house 144 military personnel will be built at Lakenheath airbase in
Suffolk.

In US military and government speak, “surety” is a term used to
refer to keeping nuclear weapons safe, secure, and under control.

Last year it was revealed that the nuclear storage bunkers at
Lakenheath would be upgraded to house the B61-12, Washington’s
newest guided nuclear bomb, due for deployment to US/NATO
bases in Europe this year.

A public opinion poll taken at this time found that 59 per cent are
opposed to the deployment of US nuclear weapons in Britain.

The Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament (CND) has called a
national day of action on 23rd September to stop US nukes going
to Britain,

CND states: “Over the decades, from Lakenheath to Greenham
Common, persistent popular protest has been vital in getting US
nuclear weapons removed from Britain. Now we must stop them
coming back.”

In March 2021, the UK government controversially announced that
it would increase the number of nuclear warheads in its arsenal by
over 40 per cent, the first increase since the Cold War. This came
on top of the replacement of the UK’s current nuclear weapons
system, Trident.

Trident is made up of four nuclear submarines each of which can
carry up to eight missiles. Each missile can carry up to five nucle-
ar warheads, each around eight times as destructive as the bomb
which flattened Hiroshima in 1945.

CND has calculated that replacing Trident will cost at least £205
billion (over A$400 billion). This is an appalling waste of money. It
would be enough to build 120 state of the art hospitals and employ
150,000 new nurses, or build three million affordable homes,
install solar panels in every home in the UK, or pay the tuition fees
for eight million students.

The UK government continues to invest significantly in the Atomic
Weapons Establishment which produces and maintains Britain’s
nuclear warheads. It was recently revealed that spending on the
facility has doubled from a budgeted £2 billion ($3.9 billion) to
almost £4 billion ($7.8 billion) in a single year.

The government decision to increase the nuclear arsenal will
only exacerbate the danger of nuclear proliferation, CND says. If
countries like the UK insist that they need these weapons for their
security, other countries may well come to the same conclusion.

Several arms companies — including a number involved in nucle-
ar weapons production — were members of a UK consortium
which won a contract to manufacture 10,000 ventilators during the
COVID pandemic.

Workers at the Barrow shipyard, where BAE Systems is building
the Dreadnought submarines, were also put to work on producing
medical equipment.

These developments confirmed that it is possible to redeploy work-
ers to more socially useful parts of the economy.

In 1996, the International Court of Justice concluded that “the
threat or use of nuclear weapons would generally be contrary to
the rules of international law applicable in armed conflict, and in
particular the principles and rules of humanitarian law.”

CND insists that “the concept of true security in the 21st century
should be re-evaluated. Climate change and its repercussions also
pose a serious threat to international stability.

“Ensuring our security is no longer centred on military scenarios,
but rather on increasingly complex and ever-changing factors, and
the government should plan accordingly.”

Scrapping Trident and its replacement remains an urgent priority
for CND which wants to see a world without nuclear weapons.
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The big pharmaceutical monopolies’
profit-driven model of making medi-
cines is bad for our health. While in
theory these companies exist to make
the medicines we need, most are more
interested in making money for their
shareholders than finding cures for
the most deadly diseases.

Because they are set up to prioritise
shareholder interests, Big Pharma com-
panies prioritise making drugs that will
secure high profits, rather than those that
will create the most health benefit. This
system fuels irrational results, with some
studies finding that more than half of
approved medicines in recent years offered
no therapeutic advance.

A system driven by profits also ignores
many deadly diseases, especially those most
prevalent in the Global South, where Big
Pharma companies see less opportunity for
profit. Diseases like tuberculosis kill mil-
lions, yet receive very little attention from
Big Pharma companies.

Moreover, there is little within the cur-
rent system to guarantee that medicines are
affordable for the patients who need them.
Patent monopolies effectively allow compa-
nies to charge the price the market will bear.
As one former drug company manager put
it: “If Grandma is on the table, no one will
blink at the price.”

Big Pharma’s profiteering model proved
especially catastrophic during the COVID-19
pandemic, with pharma companies refusing
to share vaccine patents and recipes with
manufacturers in the Global South, even as
billions of people were left without access
to vaccines.

This disastrous episode is just one exam-
ple in a long history of Big Pharma putting
profit before people’s lives: from the failure
to invest in treatments for Ebola, to Martin
Shkreli’s hiking the price of a life-saving drug
by 5000 per cent, to the millions of South
Africans needlessly deprived of HIV/AIDS
medication.

Following decades of Big Pharma failure,
the disastrous inequality of the pandemic
must mark a turning point for the way we
produce medicines. Never again can Big
Pharma be allowed to put profit before
people’s lives.

MONEY-MAKING MODEL

Pharmaceutical companies are increas-
ingly focused on maximising short-term
financial returns to shareholders rather
than making investments to benefit peo-
ple’s health. Big Pharma companies make
higher profit margins than even the energy
and finance sectors, yet most new medicines
don’t add any therapeutic benefit.

A key pillar of the Big Pharma model is
intellectual property, which allows companies
to retain exclusive ownership over ‘inventions
of the mind.” Patents allow pharma companies
to prohibit the manufacture, use or sale of an
invention without the patent holder’s per-
mission, for a minimum 20-year period. This
market exclusivity is supposed to incentivise
innovation to benefit the public. In reality,
patents provide excessive financial rewards
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to patent holders, as the monopoly created
by the patent allows high prices to be set.

Studies have shown that Big Pharma’s
estimates for the cost of producing new
drugs are wildly overestimated, even when
adjusted for the risks taken in bringing an
untested product to market.

While some argue that high prices are
justified as long as pharma companies pro-
vide the drugs we need, Big Pharma com-
panies are actually very bad at producing
new, life-saving drugs. Over 50 per cent of
the new medicines that reach the market are
“copycat drugs,” meaning they do not bring
any added therapeutic advance for patients.
This is a deeply irrational use of vast sums of
money, not to mention some of the brightest
minds in science.

Big Pharma also increasingly buys up
the work of public researchers and smaller
biotech companies rather than doing its
own research and development. In this way,
pharma companies build up huge concentra-
tions of market power, which in turn allows
them to raise prices sky-high.

Even after the COVID-19 pandemic, the
profit-driven pharma industry is failing to
invest in vaccines or treatments for some
of the most dangerous pathogens. In fact,
10 of the 16 pathogens most likely to cause
the next pandemic have completely empty
research pipelines. Wary of low profit mar-
gins, the industry is also failing to produce
new antibiotics, even as concern over drug-
resistant bacteria grows.

In a further demonstration of the wrong
priorities, many Big Pharma companies spend
less money on research and development
than they do on shareholder dividends and
stock buybacks.

PANDEMIC PROFITEERING

When the world was hit by a pandemic
in 2020, there were hopes that the urgency
and scale of the crisis would prompt a more
collective approach to the development
of COVID-19 vaccines and treatments.
However, Big Pharma companies quickly
asserted themselves and were allowed to
retain monopoly rights over the production
of vaccines and treatments.

Big Pharma companies soon entered
into contracts with the world’s richest
countries, leaving most people in low- and
middle-income countries without access to
vaccines. Countries in the Global South, led
by South Africa and India, called for intellec-
tual property rights on COVID-19 vaccines,
treatments and tests to be suspended, to
allow manufacturers around the world to
produce vaccines and end dependency on a
few unaccountable corporate giants.

Yet, even as the deadly results of vaccine
inequality became clear, wealthy countries
including the UK and European Union
blocked such moves, while pharma com-
panies refused to share their patents and
vaccine recipes with manufacturers in the
Global South. The World Health Organisa-
tion reported that 1.3 million fewer people
would have died if COVID-19 vaccines had
been distributed equitably in 2021.

The profiteering of these companies is
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even more scandalous when you consider that
every major vaccine was rooted in billions
of pounds of public funding. The Oxford-
AstraZeneca vaccine was 97 per cent publicly
funded, and the Moderna vaccine 100 per
cent publicly funded, yet both of these ended
up in the hands of private corporations.

The case of Moderna, whose vaccine was
dependent on mRNA technology developed
over decades — and at the cost of billions of
dollars — by public scientists in the US, was
particularly egregious, with the company
making profit margins of over 70 per cent.
Meanwhile, the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine,
which also depended on mRNA technology,
was supported by nearly half a billion euros
of German public funding.

BIG PHARMA DIKTAT

Globally, it is estimated that the public
pays for two-thirds of all upfront drug R&D
costs and even medicines discovered by drug
companies are often built on a large body of
scientific work done in the public sector. In
spite of this, there is no guarantee that these
medicines will be accessible to patients in
the UK or worldwide. Instead of making the
industry more democratically accountable,
the UK government has consistently bowed
to Big Pharma’s demands.

For example, abiraterone, a prostate
cancer drug, was developed with heavy
financing from the UK’s largely publicly
funded Institute of Cancer Research, but
the country’s National Health Service (NHS)
has often had to ration access to it because
of its excessive cost. In this case and many
others, taxpayers are in effect paying twice
by buying back medicines they have already
paid to discover.

Meanwhile, although the UK’s universities
continue to fund huge amounts of research
into medical advances, very little of this stays
in the public sector and few conditions are
put in place to stop pharma companies from
charging exorbitant prices, both in the UK
and internationally.

In 2023, pharma companies started call-
ing for the NHS to pay even higher prices for
drugs, demanding a huge tax cut to under-
mine an existing pricing scheme. Their pro-
posals would cost the NHS an extra $2 billion
a year, piling further pressure onto a health
system that is already buckling under the
pressure of underfunding and privatisation.

THE GLOBAL SOUTH

Vaccine monopolies proved deadly for
people in low- and middle-income countries
during the pandemic, but this was far from
the first time that Big Pharma has failed
people living in the Global South. At the
peak of the HIV/AIDS epidemic, and amid
annual global deaths of over 2 million, Big
Pharma companies charged a crippling
£9,000 [AUD$17,697] per person for key
treatments, even though generic companies
showed that a 97 per cent reduction in price
could still be profitable.

When Nelson Mandela’s South Africa
passed a law that would allow it to import
generic medicines, the pharma industry
responded with fury, with 39 companies

issuing a lawsuit to prevent the action. The
companies eventually withdrew, but only after
huge resistance from grassroots movements
both in South Africa and internationally.

As well as setting scandalous prices and
putting essential medicines out of reach of
millions of sick people, the profit-driven
pharma model has a terrible record of invest-
ing in diseases that affect people mostly in
lower-income countries. Between 1945 and
1965, when tuberculosis was still a significant
problem in rich countries, eight different
anti-TB drugs were discovered. However,
once TB was no longer a significant problem
in the Global North, the development of
these vital drugs stalled, with no new anti-
TB drugs developed between 1965 and 2012.
Meanwhile, just 4 per cent of newly approved
products are for neglected diseases that affect
middle- and low-income countries.

When countries like Brazil and South
Africa resisted integration into the global
intellectual property rules, known as TRIPS,
they were pursued by the US with threats of

1.3 million fewer people
would have died if COVID-19
vaccines had been distributed

equitably in 2021.
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not working

trade sanctions. Rigid intellectual property
rules, in combination with the immense
power of pharma corporations, have limited
development of pharma industries in the
Global South, leaving many countries depend-
ent on outdated and neo-colonial models of
charity, rather than building strong domestic
industries that protect local sovereignty.

ALTERNATIVES

Alternative models, which put medical
advances ahead of shareholder greed, are
emerging but they need support.

SHARING THE SCIENCE

One shining example is the team of
scientists in South Africa who saw the cata-
strophic effects of vaccine inequality during
the pandemic and took matters into their
own hands. Teaming up with the World
Health Organisation to make a version of
Moderna’s vaccine, they initially appealed
to the American company to transfer tech-
nology to its vaccines hub. When Moderna

refused, the South African scientists pushed
ahead with their mission anyway, successfully
reverse-engineering a version of the vaccine.

Now, instead of hoarding it, the hub has
already started freely sharing the science
with 15 other countries. Not only could this
make a major dent in the power of pharma
monopolies, but it could also secure greater
control for countries in the Global South.
Perhaps most significantly, the hub plans to
deploy the mRNA technology to battle not
just COVID-19 but also diseases like malaria,
HIV, cancer and TB.

STATE-LED INNOVATION

Cuba offers a strong example of how
state-led innovation can lead the way.
Despite being a small nation under heavy
embargo, it has developed two successful,
homegrown COVID-19 vaccines. Moreover,
it also pledged to support countries in the
region, first by exporting vaccines, and then
transferring production technology to other
countries that need it.

ALTERNATIVES TO PATENTS

US senator Bernie Sanders has proposed
an interesting alternative to the patent system
which would involve setting aside 0.55 per
cent of US gross domestic product (GDP)
(about $100 billion) as prize money for drug
development. The prize would be paid to
successful companies instead of giving them
lengthy patents for creating new drugs, and
health priorities, both national and inter-
national, would be decided democratically.

CONDITIONS

Given that the public is paying for so
much of the most important pharmaceuti-
cal innovation, governments could do far
more to apply conditions on that funding. By
doing this, they could ensure cheaper access
to drugs, give the public a share of the rev-
enues produced by taxpayer-funded research,
and make the medical science available for
others to improve on. A more collaborative
and open approach to knowledge sharing
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would likely encourage more medical inno-
vation, especially when compared with the
strangling effect of patents and the litigious
monopolies that hold onto them.

OUR DEMANDS

1. Break Big Pharma’s patent monopolies
and support better ways of rewarding
innovation.

2. Share vaccine and treatment
technology with lower-income
countries, so all countries can make
the medicines they need.

3. Attach public-interest conditions
to publicly funded research to hold
pharma companies accountable.

4. Invest to make the medicines the
world needs, not the ones that make
the most profit.

5. Build up publicly controlled medicines
research and manufacturing, to ensure
the right to health for all.

First published by Global Justice Now
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10 of the 16 pathogens

most likely to cause the next
pandemic have completely

emptly research pipelines.
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Activists gather as African
Climate Summit opens

Hundreds of people gathered for a
people’s march on climate in Nairo-
bi on Monday, 4th September, as the
first African Climate Summit opened
its doors to the heads of state.

Protesters held signs demanding the
end to fossil fuels, with one reading: ‘Stop
the neocolonial scramble for oil and gas
in Africa.’

Kenyan President William Ruto’s gov-
ernment and the African Union launched
the ministerial session.

More than a dozen heads of state began
to arrive for talks that are expected to call
for more global influence, financing and
support to tackle climate change.

The continent of some 1.3 billion people
is affected the most by rising temperatures,
even though it contributes to it the least.

Speaking at the launch, which included
young speakers demanding a bigger voice,
Mr Ruto said: “For a very long time we have
looked at this as a problem.”

He said that there are “immense oppor-
tunities as well,” including Africa’s huge
mineral wealth and the ideal of shared
prosperity.

“We are not here to catalogue griev-
ances,” he said.

But other speakers voiced frustra-
tions that the continent was being asked
to develop cleaner ways than the world’s
richest countries, which have long produced

most of the emissions, and to do it while
much of the support that has been pledged
has not appeared.

Mithika Mwenda of the Pan African
Climate Justice Alliance said: “This is our
time,” claiming that the annual flow of cli-
mate assistance to the continent is a tenth
or less of what is needed and a “fraction”
of the budget of some polluting companies.

United Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change executive secre-
tary Simon Stiell called for the immediate
delivery of the US$100bn (AU $157bn) of
climate finance pledged annually by rich
countries to developing ones.

More than US$83bn (AU $130 bn)
in climate financing was given to poorer
countries in 2020, a 4 per cent increase
from the previous year but still short of the
goal set in 2009.

“We have an abundance of clean, renew-
able energy and it’s vital that we use this
to power our future prosperity,” Mohamed
Adow of Power Shift Africa said ahead of
the summit.

“But to unlock it, Africa needs funding
from countries that have got rich off our
suffering.”

The UN has estimated that loss and
damage in Africa due to climate change are
projected to be depending on the degree
of warming.

Morning Star &

Photo: rawpixel.com — public domain.

WORTH READING

The Case Against
Climate Geoengineering

Big Bad Fix:
The Case
Against Climate
Geoengineering

Areport by ETC Group,
BiofuelWatch and
Heinrich Boll Foundation

Available at etcgroup.org

As this report details,
each of the proposed
geoengineering
technologies
threatens people and
ecosystems. Holistic
assessments of the
technologies also
show that if deployed
they are highly likely
to worsen rather than
mitigate the impacts
of global warming.
The irreversibility, risk
of weaponisation,

and implications for
global power dynamics
inherent in large-scale
climate geoengineering
also make it an
unacceptable option.

GREEN
STRATEGY

MARC BRCOUING

Green Strategy:
Path to
Fundamental
Transformation

by Marc Brodine
(2018)

Available at
cpa.org.au/shop

Shelves groan with
books describing the
existential crisis of
climate change. Too
often these books baulk
at the final hurdle.
Mobilisation is called
for, a sustainable world
is demanded, but what
to do and how to do it
remains a stumbling
block. Brodine fills the
gap that so many leave
unplugged. He calls
for building political
power to implement
fundamental change.
He calls for a political
struggle for nature

that would merge with
other struggles. This
book looks beyond that
final hurdle towards
socialism as the only
rational solution.
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Advice Surviving
the 21st Century
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John Bellamy Foster

How to Fix a Broken
Planet: Advice for
Surviving the 21st
Century

by Julian Cribb

How to Fix a Broken
Planet describes 10
catastrophic risks

that menace human
civilisation and our
planet, and what we
can all do to overcome
or mitigate them. It
explains what must be
done globally to avert
each mega-threat, and
what each of us can do
in our own lives to help
preserve a habitable
world. It offers an
integrated world plan
of action for a more
sustainable human
society — and fresh
hope.

The Return of
Nature: Socialism
and Ecology

John Bellamy Foster
(2020)

Foster explores the
developing ecological
theory of the 20th
century. He lays

out the radical and
socialist origins of

the environmental
movement, and the
deep debt owed to
Marx and Engels

in their dialectical
approach to nature,
ecology and capitalism.
Foster calls for a
revolution that will
both save the planet
and meet the needs of
humanity — a “science
for the people.” As he
says, “what we must
dethrone today is the
idol of capital itself, the
concentrated power of
class-based avarice,
which now imperils the
ecology of the earth.”

PETER
KNUDTSON
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Wisdom of the
Elders

by Peter Knudtson & David
Suzuki

(1992)

Two notable Western
scientists explore the
First Nations knowledge
of our world and the
universe and develop
a profound respect

for the intellectual
insights they gained. In
a global perspective,
the authors, Peter
Knudtson, a biologist,
and David Suzuki, a
professor of genetics,
reflect on the stories
and traditions of
Indigenous peoples
encompassing the Inuit
of the Arctic, the Arunda
of the Australian desert
and peoples in the
tropics — Africa, Asia,
and South America
and beyond. The
pages of this book are
full of enlightenment
and “provide the
foundations for a new
global environmental
ethic.”

TIM FLANNERY

The Future Eaters:
An Ecological
History of the
Australasian Lands
and People

by Tim Flannery
(2002)

As a noted ecologist,
Tim Flannery, seriously
questions the rate
resources are being
consumed without
taking sufficient
account of future
needs. Controversy
has arisen over his
propositions about
the effects of firestick
farming, the equating
the coincidence of the

extinction of megafauna
such as the diprotodon,

with the arrival of
humans in Australasia
where people are now

living beyond the land’s

“population carrying
capacity.”

Dialectics of Nature
by Friedrich Engels

Easily available online,
this book describes
very clearly how people
think what they do to
nature will have no
effect, but it comes
back to bite them.
Explains a lot about
invasive species.




Guardian

International

Communist unity
Is strength!

Martin Minka Jensen
International Secretary

Communist Party of Denmark, DKP

Dear comrade,

The Communist Party of Australia conveys its warmest greetings to the Denmark communists on the
reunification of the Communist Party of Denmark and the Communist Party in Denmark on 3rd of

September 2023.

This is a historic moment in the struggle for working class power in Denmark. The CPA delegation to
the 22nd IMCWP held in Havana in October 2022 witnessed the joint contribution by both parties and
welcomed the news of the reunification.

We strongly believe that the reunification of the two Communist parties into one strong Communist party
is a positive step towards working class power; a party capable of defending the rights of the Danish
workers at this critical stage in the history of Denmark and the world.

The CPA wishes you every success into the future as a unified party and we extend our congratulations to
the new party leadership, members and supporters of the Unified Communist Party of Denmark.

We looking forward to strengthening the fraternal relations between the Communist Party of Australia and
the Communist Party of Denmark on the basis of international solidarity, the struggle for peace, social

progress and socialism.
In working class solidarity,

International Department

Communist Party of Australia, CPA

30th August 2023

Communist leader Buiko
arrested in Ukraine

On 16th August, Ukraine’s
secret police force — the SBU,
or Security Service of Ukraine
— announced it had arrested
Georgi Buiko, a veteran Com-
munist Party member and
leader of the Ukrainian Anti-
Fascist Committee. Officials
accused him of participating
in “anti-Ukrainian activities”
and of possessing communist
and “pro-Kremlin” publica-
tions in his home.

Buiko, 77, was a member of
the Communist Party of the Soviet
Union before the fall of the USSR,
having joined in his native Donetsk
in 1967. After Ukraine left the Soviet
Union, he became a leading figure
in the Communist Party of Ukraine
(CPU), rising to serve as head of
the Donetsk Regional Committee
and editor of the party’s newspa-
per there.

From 1998 to 2006, he was a
member of the Ukrainian parlia-
ment. After retiring from the leg-
islature, he was elected chairman
of the Anti-Fascist Committee
of Ukraine and was active with
the International Federation of
Journalists.

He is currently under house
arrest and faces possible prison
time and confiscation of his prop-
erty if convicted of violating the
criminal code.

The SBU posted a statement on
the social messaging app Telegram

detailing what it saw as Buiko’s
offences, which included advocat-
ing sovereignty for the disputed
Donetsk and Lugansk regions of
eastern Ukraine during the pre-war
period, participating in undefined
“mass anti-Ukrainian events,” and
allegedly “inciting his acquaintances
to help the Russian invaders.”

Across the country, the gov-
ernment enforced a so-called “de-
communisation” law that not only
bans CPU political activities but
also bans the use of any Commu-
nist names or symbols in public,
mandated the destruction of Soviet
war memorials, and prevented any
teaching about the positive aspects
of Soviet history in schools.

The Ukrainian government
stepped up its persecution of Com-
munists even further following the
outbreak of civil war in the eastern
Ukrainian regions of Donetsk and
Lugansk in 2014-15. The CPU had
been calling for a federalist solution
to the divisions within Ukraine in
the early days of the civil war and
an end to repression of ethnic Rus-
sians in the east, foreshadowing
the Minsk Agreements. The latter
were meant to halt the fighting in
Donetsk and Lugansk by granting
autonomy to those areas, but the
government in Kiev never abided
by the accords.

In July 2022, several more left
parties were banned alongside the
Communist Party, including the

Opposition Platform-For Life party,
Left Opposition, Union of Left
Forces, and the Socialist Party of
Ukraine. All were accused of being
“fifth column” agents acting on
behalf of Russia. At the same time,
the last remaining funds and assets
of the Communist Party were seized
on the order of Ukrainian courts.

A separate legal case is also
currently pending against Petro
Symonenko, the First Secretary of
the Communist Party of Ukraine,
who has not been seen since the
war began. His whereabouts are
unknown, but he is believed to be
in exile in Russia.

In June, the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human
Rights issued a report on civilian
detentions in Ukraine. It charged
the Russian armed forces with
carrying out widespread “torture
and ill-treatment of civilians” on
Ukrainian territory. It also noted,
however, that “legislative amend-
ments ... and practices by Ukrain-
ian security services” have led to
at least 75 documented cases of
arbitrary detention.

The United Nations concluded
that under conditions of martial
law, “a significant proportion of
these cases ... amounted to enforced
disappearance, perpetrated mainly
by the Security Service of Ukraine,”
the SBU.

People's World
(edited for reasons of space) @
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. Global Briefs

JAPAN: Japanese retailer Seven & i Holdings Co is sell-
ing department store chain Sogo & Seibu Co to a US
investment fund, even as the union representing the
company’s retail workers went on strike ahead of the
announcement. It’s the first major walkout the country has
seen in decades. Some 900 striking workers marched
and handed out leaflets on the streets near the flagship
Seibu department store in Tokyo, where the shutters
were closed. On a typical day, the store sees 100,000
customers walk through its doors. There is widespread
speculation that Fortress Investment Group may have
snapped up the department store at a cheap price in
hopes of profiting off the valuable land on which its out-
lets sit; the US private equity fund is rumoured to have
little interest in running retail locations — thus putting all
the workers’ jobs in jeopardy.

THAILAND: King Maha Vajiralongkorn reduced former
prime minister Thaksin Shinawatra’s eight-year prison
term to a single year, following the politician’s return from
15 years of self-imposed exile last month. The 74-year-
old can apply for parole after serving one-third of his
sentence — four months. Thaksin, who was removed from
power by a military coup in 2006 and fled the country in
2008, was transferred to a hospital this week after a brief
stay in prison.

HONG KONG: Most of the city and other parts of south-
ern China ground to a near standstill last week, with
flights cancelled, as Typhoon Saola approached. The
Hong Kong Observatory issued a No 10 hurricane signal,
the highest warning under the city’s weather system. The
observatory said that Saola, with maximum sustained
winds, would come closest to the financial hub at about
midnight.

GREECE: Firefighters rescued a group of 25 migrants
trapped in a forest in the north-east as flames from a
massive wildfire approached. The fire department said
the group had become trapped in the forest between two
villages in the Evros region, near the border with Turkey.
No injuries were reported. The blaze, which has been
burning for two weeks, has already been blamed for the
deaths of 20 people whose bodies were found last week.

RUSSIA: President Vladimir Putin hosted his Turkish
counterpart Recep Tayyip Erdogan for talks in Sochi last
week, the Kremlin announced, six weeks after Moscow
broke off a deal that allowed Ukrainian grain to reach
world markets safely. The announcement ended weeks of
speculation about when and where the two leaders might
meet next as international efforts continue to patch up the
Black Sea Grain Initiative, which enabled shipments of
grain and other food to parts of Africa, the Middle East
and Asia where hunger is a growing threat.

ARGENTINA: Sergio Massa, the country’s current econ-
omy minister and a candidate to be Argentina’s next
president has slammed proposals by right-wing oppo-
nents Javier Milei and Patricia Bullrich to “dollarise” the
economy, saying: “Some propose dollarisation without
further ado: putting the United States flag on the door of
the Central Bank.”

¢pa.org.au/shop
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50 years after the coup in Chile:
The struggle continues

Graham Holton

On 11th September 1973, the coup d’état under
General Augusto Pinochet overthrew the pres-
ident of Chile, Salvador Allende Gossens, the
world’s first democratically elected socialist
president. His life ended that day as the Chilean
Air Force’s Harrier jets attacked the Palacio de
La Moneda, the seat of government.

Across the country thousands were arrested: union
leaders; Communists; activist for MIR (Movement of
the Revolutionary Left); supporters of the Popular
Unity (UP); and those who wanted a better and fairer
country for the poor. They were held in the thirteen
concentration camps set up for interrogation and torture
of political prisoners. Thousands were ‘disappeared’ —
killed. Eighteen thousand Chileans were given refuge
by the Whitlam Labor government.

The junta tore the heart out of Chilean society. A veil
of terror and death fell upon the country, destroying
all those against the military regime and what it stood
for. During the 17-year dictatorship tens of thousands
left as refugees. The regime wanted nothing to remain
— political, cultural or economic — that could remind
the next generation how much the UP had achieved in
their thousand days of government. The junta systemi-
cally destroyed it all, creating a year zero, devoid of any
socialist past. Chilean history ended with the coup and
another began after. It was only after the end of Pinoc-
het’s rule and the return to democracy that Chile started
to progress socially and economically. The country suf-
fered severely under the coup with any criticism of the
military being countered with threats of a military take
over. It deeply affected the nation’s psyche.

Since 2000, the Supreme Court has issued 640 rul-
ings with seventeen special judges dedicated to inves-
tigating the crimes committed during the dictatorship.
Military officers were given amnesty until the law was
abolished, allowing them to be tried for their crimes.
Chile’s Supreme Court upheld the 25-year sentences
for seven former military officials convicted in 2018
of the kidnapping, torture, and murder of the famous
folk singer Victor Jara and Littré Quiroga (member of
the Communist Party of Chile) during the coup. Retired
army brigadier Hernan Chacén Soto and other officers
committed suicide rather than face imprisonment. The
court granted US$175,000 in compensation each to
Jara’s widow, Joan Jara, and their children.

In 2021, following months of demonstrations and
violent repression, Gabriel Boric and his Frente Amplio
(Broad Front) party were elected. There followed months
of threats and violence against Boric and the new left-
wing government. In September 2022, a referendum was
held for a new progressive constitution that recognised
the Indigenous peoples. It failed after a well-financed
campaign by the right-wing press, resulting in 62 per
cent rejecting the change.

In August President Gabriel Boric announced the
plan nacional de biisqueda (national search plan) to
identify the victims of those executed by the military
and provide reparations for their families. “This is
not a favour to the families. It is a duty to society as a
whole to deliver the answers the country deserves and

needs,” said Boric. “The plan transforms the families’
efforts into a permanent public policy,” said Luis Cor-
dero, Chile’s Minister for Justice and Human Rights,
who lost two family members in 1973. “This is the first
time ever that the state has assumed responsibility for
the search, which is essential because the crimes were
committed by the state and its agents in the context of
a policy of repression.” The plan is being hindered by
the armed forces’ lack of cooperation.

The commemoration is very polarising. Coalition
parties (Broad Front, Communist Party, Socialist Party,
Party for Democracy and Radical Party) have requested a
minute’s silence in Congress and to remember the human
rights violations with a loud nunca mas (never again).
Luis Cuello, parliamentary member for the Communist
Party, said “it would be the first time, after more than 30
years of post-dictatorship, in which homage is paid to
a democratic president who gave his life for Chileans.”
Jaime Naranjo, the Socialist Party, said, “we hope that
the right-wing sectors, who have been accomplices in
silence with the military coup, understand this time
that this situation was a crime against humanity.” In
comparison, the conservative parties want the truck-
ers’ strikes leading up to the coup to be remembered.

As part of the commemoration, dozens of streets,
public squares and bridges are to be renamed, to honour
the victims of the dictatorship, including human rights
activists and the ‘disappeared,” the more than 1400
people still unaccounted for. Inside Estadio Nacional de
Chile (National Stadium), Chilean artists have unveiled
a mural, symbolising the coup.

In Australia, the CPA remembers the shocking events
of the coup and the tragic years following, as members
had witnessed the events. The AMWU (Australian
Manufacturing Workers’ Union) Victoria is holding a
commemoration evening at the Victorian Trades Hall
Council on 9th September. Other cultural events include
the SURCLA (Sydney University Research Community
for Latin America) Cine Club screening the Crossing the
Pacific — Chilean Voices in Australia (2023) by Milena
Ben David, and La memoria Obstinada (The Obstinate
Memory, 1997) by Patricio Guzman.

In Mexico, the Ministries of Culture and Foreign
Affairs will mark the 50th anniversary of the coup, the
life of Salvador Allende and the Chilean refugees who
fled to Mexico, with fifty activities. In the UK the People’s
History Museum is marking the 50th anniversary with a
display of material from the Chile Solidarity Campaign
collection. In the 2023 Banner Exhibition, the Young
Communist League London District Solidarity will dis-
play the banner used at a demonstration to mark the
first anniversary of the coup. In Germany, the Friends
of the Willy-Brandt-Haus have the “Chile in transition
— 50 years later” exhibition. Works by renowned pho-
tographers (Thomas Billhardt, Armindo Cardoso and
José Giribas Marambio) portray the military dictator-
ship with images of torture and the memory never to
be forgotten, two generations later.

At a time when Australia is being dragged closer and
closer into the USA’s orbit, it’s very timely to remember
this terrible coup that happened with US blessing and
encouragement. &

Photo: historiapolitica.bcn.cl — Wikimedia Commons (CC BY 3.0 CL)

Guardian correspondent’s narrow escape

I was in Chile after the coup when | was arrested by the military.
In lquique in the north, after taking photographs, | was taken

off the bus at gunpoint, my rucksack thrown onto the ground. |
did not know it at the time, but there was a concentration camp
near the town. | thought | was about to be shot, when | was
taken into the desert to a hut where | was interrogated. After
several hours the officer told one of the soldiers to drive me to
the Peruvian border. There | was told to walk into the Atacama
Desert, the driest place on earth. Fortunately, | was picked up
by a truck load of Aymara Indians, later that day, and brought
to safety. The military used to leave backpackers deserted in
this arid wasteland, so when their bodies were discovered, they
would appear to have died of natural causes — hypothermia and
dehydration — another case of misadventure. What | witnessed
in Chile ensured that | became a Communist.

Graham Holton

For a full account of Graham Holton’s experience in Chile,
see Guardian issue 2021, 29th August 2022

Chilean Communist Party
President Guillermo Tellier dies

The Clinical Hospital of
the University of Chile
announced the passing
of Guillermo Tellier, the
President of the Commu-
nist Party, at the age of 79.
He had been battling vari-
ous health issues associ-
ated with the coronavirus
for the past year.

“Guillermo Tellier has
passed away: a young Allende
supporter who wholeheartedly
backed the Popular Unity. An
anti-fascist warrior against the
dictatorship. A strategist for
the consolidation of popular
and leftist forces,” the Chilean
Communist Party stated.

“We mourn the loss of Guill-
ermo Tellier. A Communist

Party historic leader who played
an essential role in shaping dif-
ferent generations,” remarked
Chilean President Gabriel Boric.

“As a tribute to his lifelong
dedication to Chile and his tire-
less efforts towards building a
fairer society, I have decided to
declare a national mourning in
his honour,” he added.

A committed communist
since the late 1950s, Tellier
became a part of the PC’s cen-
tral committee in 1988 and had
been leading the party since
March 2005.

After the coup d’état by Gen-
eral Augusto Pinochet on 11th
September 1973, Tellier went
underground but was appre-
hended a year later and taken

to the Air Force War Academy,
where he underwent torture
and remained imprisoned for
two years.

Following spells in other
detention centres, the commu-
nist leader was released in 1976.
In the 1980s, as the head of the
Communist Party’s Military
Commission, he became the
liaison with the now-defunct
Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic
Front (FPMR), which led the
armed resistance against the
dictatorship (1973-1990).

In 2010, Tellier was elected
as a legislator for the Santiago
Metropolitan Region and went
on to be reelected for three more
terms until March 2022.
Telesur &

N

President Guillermo Tellier Photo: Biblioteca del Congreso Nacional de Chile.—
Wikimedia Commons (CC BY 3.0).
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The Kerguelen
Islands sale to China

Graham Holton

On 15 July 2023 France offered
to sell the Kerguelen Islands
to China for 60 billion Euros.
The sale would make China
Australia’s newest neighbour.
Administratively the islands
are a part of the French South-
ern and Antarctic Lands. The
archipelago lies in the south-
ern Indian Ocean. Currently
there are 100 research sci-
entists living on the islands.
The Kerguelen Islands’ closest
neighbour is Australia’s exter-
nal territory of the Heard and
McDonald Islands.

France and Australia signed a
bilateral Agreement on the Indian
Ocean boundary, on 4th January
1982. It drew an 800-kilometre-
long boundary between the Kergue-
len Islands and the Heard Island
and McDonald Islands.

The Kerguelen Islands have
limited economic value, with no
oil or rare metals, but they include
a fishing zone. Past agricultural
projects failed owing to the weather
and limited rain fall. In summer
temperatures reach 20°C, while in
winter it falls to —10°C. The islands
have strategic geopolitical value as
a fuelling station for China’s Ant-
arctic research ships. For the US,
UK, and Australia the sale to China
has the potential of China setting
up an important military hub in the
Indian Ocean, not far from Africa.

The Territory of Heard Island
and McDonald Islands is a sub-Ant-
arctic-island group located 4,100
km southwest of Perth. The terri-
tory is managed by the Australian

Antarctic Division and currently
the islands have no permanent
human outposts, to ensure they
remain biologically pristine. The
Australian external territory is a
non-self-governing dependency,
with the Department of Science
responsible for its administration.
Heard Island is used as an annual
relief operations base for Australia’s
scientific research bases in Antarc-
tica. The Department of Primary
Industries and Energy controls
the fishing rights, which extend
for 370km into the surrounding
waters. In recent years Australia
Post has issued numerous stamps
with “Heard Island Australia”
printed on them, maintaining our
territorial claim.

China signed the 1961 Antarctic
Treaty in 1983, allowing Beijing
to conduct scientific research in
the region. With China’s growing
investment in the region, France in
2021 warned that China’s Antarctic
claims were an encroachment upon
its territories. According to the
Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS) report “Frozen
Frontiers — China’s great power
ambitions in the polar regions,”
China’s world-class facilities in the
Antarctic serve “to advance China’s
broader strategic and military inter-
ests.” The purpose of the US think
tank, CSIS, is to define the future
of national security.

The sale of the Kerguelen
Islands follows on from China’s
ambition to build ports in Papua
New Guinea (PNG) and the Solo-
mon Islands. In June 2022, Chinese
Foreign Minister Wang Yi con-
ducted a tour of seven Pacific Island

states to gain a greater Chinese role
in regional maritime affairs. China
continues to seek a regional ocean
security pact.

After Wang Yi’s visit, the Aus-
tralian owner of the Conflict Islands,
Ian Gowrie-Smith, contacted the
Australian Foreign Minister, Penny
Wong, to offer to sell the islands
to the Australian government.
Given the implications of Chinese
investments in the region, the
twenty-one coral atolls between
Papua New Guinea and the Solo-
mon Islands, covering an area of
3.8sqkm, became politically and
strategically important to Australia.
Gowrie-Smith had purchased the
land in 2003 from Honolulu resi-
dents, Lu and Mary Anne Nevels,
for US$25 million.

In September 2022 the PNG
government ordered an investiga-
tion into the islands’ foreign own-
ership. Since its independence in
1975, ownership of land is confined
to the state and citizens of PNG. If
the Conflict Islands are a freehold
title, Gowrie-Smith can only sell to
a PNG citizen. If he wants to sell the
islands to a non-citizen, he must
first convert the titles to state leases.
Prime Minister Anthony Albanese
argued that any sale depends on
PNG law.

The Conflict Islands pose a
national security risk after the
Solomon Islands signed a “compre-
hensive strategic partnership” with
China on 11th July. Three massive
data cables carry Australia’s data
pass nearby along the ocean floor,
making them potentially vulner-
able to espionage, according to the
Australian government. &

JCP Koike: Fukushima water
release ‘breach of promise’

Japanese Communist Party Secretariat Head
Koike Akira held a press conference in the Diet
building on 21st August and stated, “Releas-
ing the ALPS-treated radiation-tainted water
into the ocean from TEPCOQO’s Fukushima Dai-
ichi Nuclear Power Plant will be a complete
breach of the promise the government made

to local residents.”

Reportedly, the central government and TEPCO
(Tokyo Electric Power Company) will start the ocean
release this month or early next month. Both the gov-
ernment and the plant operator, however, promised
all parties concerned to not dispose the water without

obtaining local acceptance.

Koike criticized Prime Minister Kishida Fumio
for not agreeing to meet with local fishermen during
his visit to Fukushima Prefecture on 20th August.

Koike noted that an Asahi Shimbun opinion poll

shows that 75 per cent of respondents think that the
government measures to prevent harmful rumours
are “insufficient” and that 88 per cent and 81.9 per
cent of respondents in a Kyodo News survey express
“concern about harmful rumours” and think that “the
government explanation is not enough.”

Koike said, “I talked with local fishermen, and

they said there has already been a negative influence

of rumours in the price of fish exports. They said the
price has been beaten down.” Koike demanded that
the government and utility keep their word and cancel
the ocean release plan.

The Japanese Communist Party Fukushima Pre-

fectural Assembly members’ group on 18th August

made a representation to Fukushima Governor
Uchibori Masao,
government oppose the forcible implementation of
the ocean release.

demanding that the prefectural
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Division

No, I'm not going to ask you to make 19 go into 437. ‘Division’
is one of the many weaselly arguments against having an indig-
enous Voice to Parliament. Introducing an Indigenous Voice,
requested by First Nations Australians through a democratic
process, would produce divisions and be divisive. What, Aus-
tralians will disagree about things? Horrors! If Australia were a
race-blind utopia in which everybody agreed about everything,
introducing ‘division’ would be bad, or at least uncomfortable.
Since we live in the actual Australia — one with inequality and
discrimination, but where disagreement is still mostly legal,
being divided on one more topic is really no big deal.

Focus

Focusing on something is a terrific alternative to actually doing
it. When the man responsible for the UK’s education recovery
after COVID resigned — because British PM, Rishi Sunak, had
decided to deliver only ten per cent of what was needed — a gov-
ernment spokesperson said that they would ‘continue to focus
on education recovery.” ‘We are focused on [insert name of
thing they’re not doing] is a pretty popular answer to questions
here too.

Grow

Britain’s shadow chancellor, Rachel Reeves, taking a leaf from
the ALP’s book (working title: How to Get Back into Power With-
out Annoying the Rich and the Media) has promised not to have
a wealth tax because she wants to ‘grow the economy.” ‘Grow’ is
a simple verb, but one with a lot of baggage when applied to the
economy because it’s invariably used as an alternative to taxing
the people who are at the top of the economy helping them-
selves to the surplus value generated by workers. To be literal
about it, you could ‘grow the economy’ by giving workers the
power to get reasonable wage rises and by giving unemployed
people allowances that are above the poverty line — they'd all
go out and spend it on things, whereas the rich tend to hoard
wealth (much easier to do when you don’t have to worry about
necessities).

Presumably

Master word-misuser and former PM Tony Abbott has decid-
ed he’s against the Voice to Parliament. Tony has had a look at
some polling figures on the Voice to Parliament. First Nations
people are mostly in favour, but there is a minority who are
against it, and another group who aren’t sure. Abbott has decid-
ed that the ‘not sure’ group would ‘presumably’ agree with his
mischaracterisation of the Voice as pigeonholing people on the
basis of ancestry. We know Tony prides himself on his empathy
with Aboriginal people, but didn’'t know that he was telepathic.
‘Presumably’ here means he’s making things up.

Complexity

Here we have a transitive Weasel word. For employers, com-
plexity is a bad, bad thing that makes laws against wage theft
and underpayment just too difficult for words. It's probably just
better to leave things as they are and let employers carry on
with systematic and deliberate underpayment, they seem to be
arguing, rather than put up with all that complexity.

On other occasions, complexity is a good thing because compli-
cated things like awards and pay scales make it inevitable that
businesses underpay their workers. So complexity gets them off
the hook.

Another form of complexity that is never complained about is
tax arrangements. Mind-bendingly complex tax schemes that
help big business pay less tax per dollar than the workers they
underpay are never too complicated. It’s all very complex, really.

Regrettable

The Economist, which combines masses of data with such a
remorseless devotion to the free market gospel that it's been
compared to a maths text book in which every equation comes
to 5, on its’ approach to the Allende coup. The coup lead to a
fascist government which tortured, murdered and ‘disappeared’
thousands of Chileans. The Economist magazine called the
coup ‘a regrettable necessity, which doesn’t sound as though
they regretted it very much.
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A vote for no will tell us
unequivocally that you are
comfortable to continue
witnessing the despair of our
people. A vote for yes says you
want to be a part of change.

Arrernte man,Tyson Carmody,
Kings Narrative

By now everyone should know
that it’s on. The referendum on
an Indigenous Voice to Parlia-
ment has been called for Sat-
urday 14th October. This will
be the question:

A Proposed Law: to alter the
Constitution to recognise the First
Peoples of Australia by establish-
ing an Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Voice.

Do you approve this proposed
alteration?

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia is calling for ALL members
and supporters to write YES in the
space provided, and to campaign
for a YES vote.

Why campaign?

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia has a long history of consist-
ent support for rights, land, and
sovereignty for First Nations People
Australians. Every CPA meeting
begins with a full acknowledgment
that the land on which we meet is
stolen land, and that sovereignty
has never been ceded. We are seri-
ous about this, and we are in this
for the long haul.

We support the Voice — some-
thing requested by a democratic
gathering of Indigenous Austral-
ians in the Uluru statement from
the heart — because it will give

International

momentum to the struggle for land,
and for Indigenous Australians to
have real power in this country.

We are not utopian about these
things. The Voice will be introduced
by a colonialist bourgeois parlia-
ment, in a country in which, as
this paper has often pointed out,
big corporations have power out
of all proportion to their numbers.
Bourgeois politicians will continue
to dance to the tune of the big end
of town.

The Voice is a step towards
fighting that.

We don’t know exactly how the
Voice will work out in practice. If
the Voice gets up, there will be a
fight on to have it heard. It’s very
likely that there will be attempts to
silence or marginalise the Voice.
The hope is that the Voice will give

YES - It’s on

a higher profile to issues that affect
Indigenous people in this country.

What we do know for sure is
that if the Voice doesn’t get up,
it will be a win for the worst kind
of paternalistic racist. There is no
middle way on this.

We will be writing YES in the
square provided, and campaigning
for this because we are for First
Nations People Australians.

We will be voting YES in this
referendum because we do not trust
any of the bourgeois politicians
to deliver justice for Indigenous
people.

We are campaigning for YES for
a genuine Voice for First Nations
people.

A No vote is a vote for Terra
Nullius, the idea that Australia was
an empty land when the European

Guardian

settlers came here. Success of a
‘No’ vote would mean that we get
things they way they are and an
empowered racist far-right. It
would mean rewarding Hanson,
Dutton, and the right-wing News-
Corp commentariat.

A Yes vote would definitely be
a win for Albanese and Labor, but
that’s not why we’re supporting it.
We're supporting Yes because it will
be a win for the First Nations People
Australians who produced the Uluru
Statement from the Heart. We are
campaigning for an Indigenous
Voice to Parliament because a lot
of other wins are needed.

o ud

Voice
Campaigns
around
Australian

Comrades carried out activities in favour of the
Yes to Voice campaign in Brisbane. Leafleting
and banner drops at Garden’s Point campus .
A banner drop at the cultural centre and the
banner displayed at the Brisbane launch

Melbourne comrades continued with banner
drops and with a very successful leafleting ses-
sion at Footscray station. Reaction was over-
whelmingly positive from passers-by who took
leaflets, and Party members received a lot of

compliments for fronting up.

3

(O N lllluulgullllll

ﬂ@z

Bﬁ“’; ?ﬁ-ﬁw,a

| ERIETIN lIIIIIIH

i

10 IHE Witi

l.l'-l L1 --h--u-ﬂ---

#:

.,

—

i,
BPA SUPPURTS THE VOICE &
VOTE ‘YES

kvl 510 THE VOICE

Communist Parly of Australia

www.cpa.org.au cpa@cpa.org.au

Head Office (Sydney) Canberra  act@cpa.org.au PO Box 35 Dickson ACT 2602
74 Buckingham St, Darwin  Vinnie Molina  darwin@cpa.org.au 0419 812 872
Surry Hills, NSW 2010 . .
phone: 02 9699 8844 Melbourne  Andrew Irving  cpavic@cpa.org.au
email: info@cpq_org_qu Box 3 Trodes HO”, Lygon Sf, Ccrhon th, Vic 3053
General Secretary NSW State Comm  Christian Goopy nsw@cpa.org.au 02 9699 8844
Andrew Irving 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
andrew@cpa.org.au Perth Elly Hulm perth@cpa.org.au 0421 113 343
Parfy Presiden'ﬂ PO Box 98, North Perth, WA 6906
Vinnie Molina Qld State Comm 0499 476 540 gld@cpa.org.au
president@cpa.org.au SA State Comm  sa@cpa.org.au 0411 805 356 PO Box 56, Royal Park, SA 5014
Media guardian@cpa.org.au . N

amr@cpa.org.au Tasmania  Andrew Irving  tas@cpa.org.au 03 9639 1550




