
Closing Loopholes Bill (Part 1)

THE BIG RIP-OFF
Anna Pha

In the face of the big rip-off  of Aus-
tralian workers, the Albanese gov-
ernment’s attempted makeover of the 
industrial relations system continued 
on 4th September, when Workplace 
Relations Minister Tony Burke intro-
duced an omnibus bill that he claims 
will close many of the loopholes in the 
Fair Work Act that employers use to 
rob workers of their due entitlements 
and boost profi ts at the expense of 
workers’ health and safety.

In an opportunistic response to the 
deadly exploitation and carnage in the gig 
economy, Burke said the bill was needed “to 
close loopholes that have undercut secure 
jobs, better pay and safe workplaces.” His 
department estimates that it would see gig 
economy workers pocket up to a total of $404 
million extra a year and labour hire work-
ers up to $511 million a year. These fi gures, 
in fact, amount to an estimate of just how 
much workers are being ripped off  by their 
capitalist bosses.

The bill contains a raft of reforms covering 
a wide range of industrial relations issues. 
This part 1 of 2 examines some aspects of 
the legislation.

SAME JOB SAME PAY
Labour hire workers are not directly 

employed or paid by the company (host) 
that they work for. They are employees or 
‘self-employed’ subcontractors, with ABNs 
(Australian Business Number), working for 
a labour hire fi rm.

Labour hire was originally used to fi ll the 
short-term or specialist needs of a company 
or government agency, but in recent decades 
it has become a widely used business model. 
It is commonly used to undercut wages and 
other labour costs, especially where the 
worker is a ‘self-employed’ subcontractor. 
This cuts costs as the worker then becomes 
responsible for funding their own insurance, 
superannuation, annual leave, etc.

It is used extensively in mining, construc-
tion, aviation, manufacturing, logistics, and 
other sectors of the economy.

As occurs at Qantas, which set up its 
own labour hire companies, workers from 
diff erent labour hire companies and direct 
employees work alongside each other, doing 
exactly the same work but with very diff erent 
wage rates, rights, and entitlements.

According to the Australian Bureau of 
Statistics 84 per cent of labour hire workers 
do not have paid leave entitlements. Labour 

hire workers are less likely to be unionised 
or covered by enterprise agreements.

The bill states that if an employer already 
has an enterprise bargaining agreement 
(EBA) in its workplace, then employees, 
unions, or the host company can apply to 
the Fair Work Commission (FWC) for an 
order giving workers employed by labour 
hire companies doing the same or similar 
work the same pay.

The FWC must be satisfi ed it is ‘fair and 
reasonable’ in the circumstances to give an 
order for the pay arrangements in the EBA 
to be applied. Arguments over what is or 
isn’t ‘fair and reasonable’ could be a gold-
mine for lawyers. 

Full rate of pay includes bonuses, load-
ings, monetary allowances, overtime and 
penalty rates, and ‘any other separately 
identifi able amount.’ There is no entitlement 
to non-monetary benefi ts such as rostered 
days off , and there are grey areas regarding 
other entitlements.

There are exemptions including for busi-
nesses with 15 or less employees, where the 

employment is for a period of three months 
or less such as seasonal work; short-term 
requirements, or to fi ll positions where 
someone is on maternity leave, etc.

A company could set up a number of 
small businesses to avoid having to pay the 
going rate.

These provisions do not apply to ‘inde-
pendent contractors’ (with ABNs) who are not 
direct employees of the labour hire company 
but supplied by a labour hire company. In  
industries such as construction, where the 
use of subcontractors is rife, this exemption 
is a serious shortcoming. In other industries 
such as logistics where workers are directly 
employed by a labour hire company, these 
provisions could prove to be a positive 
development. Apprentices in training are 
also excluded.

The bill contains provisions that are 
intended to prevent labour hire outfi ts from 
replacing labour hire workers every three 
months to avoid paying the EBA rates.

The ‘same job same pay’ provisions only 
come into eff ect when the FWC has issued 

an order following an application. The bill 
does not legalise the negotiation of EBAs 
that would see all workers in a workplace 
regardless of form of employment get the 
same rate for the same job. 

GIG & ROAD TRANSPORT
Gig workers are found in rideshare, food 

delivery, the NDIS and other caring occupa-
tions, and an increasing number of other 
industries. They all have in common use of 
an app or website or other digital setup to 
arrange, allocate or facilitate the provision 
of labour services.

On some platforms, workers compete for 
work, driving down wages for their services.

The bill enables unions and workers to 
apply to the Fair Work Commission for orders 
for minimum standards in the gig economy, 
including wages, penalty rates, superannua-
tion, record-keeping, insurance and what is 
known as ‘deactivation.’

Continued on page 2
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Speeding up
Things are speeding up.
Climate change has gone from causing the cliched 

reaction ‘I’m worried about my grandchildren,’ to ‘I 
worry about my children,’ to making sensible people 
anxious about their survival right this minute. The 
world has had its hottest three months ever. Australia 
is bracing itself for bushfi re season while some of the 
survivors of the worst bushfi res in our history are 
still living in temporary housing, and the rest of us 
remember four of our major cities having the worst 
air quality on the planet.

Some people react by abandoning all hope. Others 
point to signs of progress. It’s common to see electric 
vehicles on the streets of our cities. You can’t throw 
a stone without hitting a solar panel. So some think 
that we’re speeding up and getting there.

Who’s right? Are we going in the right direction? 
Are we going fast enough?

There is defi nitely still hope. Every gram of carbon 
we don’t emit is a good thing, so yes, when you see an 
EV, an electric bus, or a solar panel, that’s a step in 
the right direction. 

The bad news is that it’s nowhere near enough. We 
are not going quickly enough. We have a government 
that is not only going much slower than it should, but 
also making the problem worse. The ALP are spending 
eye-watering amounts on AUKUS and tax-relief for 
the already-rich, and peanuts on renewables. They’re 
also making the problem worse by subsidising carbon 
emissions (and, as our Peace Notes column has pointed 
out, the military is a huge source of carbon emissions). 

The progress we can see is in spite of our leaders, 
not because of them.

We have a government that isn’t as noisily anti- 
renewables as the one before it was. That’s nice, but 
we are dealing with the atmosphere here. The atmos-
phere doesn’t reward Labor for being not as bad as 
the Liberal-National Coalition was. It just responds 
to the greenhouse gasses we emit, and Labor is doing 
the bidding of big donors by letting them emit much, 
much more.

The atmosphere sets an absolute deadline for its 
reactions to carbon emissions. It is indifferent to 
counterfactuals like ‘Morrison would be worse.’

At this point, the usual thing is to list the things 
the government could be doing, and hope they get the 
message. Why aren’t all our buses electric? Why don’t 
we spend the money we’re putting into the AUKUS 
nuclear submarines into putting solar panels on every 
rooftop in the country and improving public transport? 
(As has been itemised in previous Guardians, we could 
have the best public transport in the world, and max 
out renewables, and have change over). We are not 
utopian socialists, so we are not going to just write up 
an environmental wish-list and hope Albanese sees it.

If you’re not getting somewhere, you might want to 
look at the vehicle you’re using. Our destination is, we 
hope, a habitable planet. The vehicle we are using to get 
there at the moment is a bourgeois parliament totally 
captured by neoliberalism and corporate interests. 
We can replace parties and politicians, but we did 
that last year and got the same tax cuts for the rich 
and the same expensive commitment to imperialism. 

Capitalist market-worshipping parliamentary politi-
cians aren’t going to get us there. Getting to a livable 
future with a market-oriented liberal democracy is like 
trying to go somewhere by riding a bicycle through 
sand while chain-smoking. You’ll probably never get 
there, and you’re making things worse.

The vehicle we need if we want to get to a habitable 
planet is socialism. We need an economy that is run 
by the workers, and organised around people’s needs. 
We need socialism and we need it fast.

Let’s speed it up.
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Continued from page 1
Deactivation is the process of removing a gig 

economy worker from an app, ending their ability to 
earn income. The platforms have this control over 
workers despite claims workers are ‘independent’ of 
the platform. Deactivation may occur where workers 
are not deemed fast enough or not prepared to work 
certain hours when requested.

The reforms are of limited use to digital platform 
workers who have low bargaining power, or receive pay 
at or below the rates of comparable employees. These 
workers are referred to as ‘employee-like workers.’

The FWC will have similar powers for road trans-
port industry workers who are employee-like work-
ers, such as owner drivers. There will also be a road 
transport advisory group and the transport minister 
will establish a Transport Industry Termination Code. 
The FWC will be empowered to deal with disputes over 
the unfair termination of a road transport contrac-
tor’s services contract by a road transport business.

Digital labour platform operators and road trans-
port businesses can also make consent-based collective 
agreements with trade unions.

SHAM CONTRACTING
Sham contracting, where employers misrepresent 

the form of employment as an independent contract-
ing arrangement, has increasingly become a business 
model. It has been sold to workers as ‘be your own 
boss,’ ‘have control over your work.’ In determin-
ing whether sham contracting is occurring, factors 
such as how the work is carried out are taken into 
consideration.

In practice, sham contractors do not have control 
over such things as the work they do, when they do 
it, how they do it, etc. It amounts to an extreme form 
of exploitation.

The worker is required to take out an ABN and 
is denied many of the entitlements of other workers 
that are covered in modern awards and enterprise 
bargaining agreements.

The bill strengthens existing provisions around 
sham contracting. The onus of proof that it is not sham 
contracting is shifted onto the employer, so that an 
employer would need to prove that they reasonably 
believed that the contract was a contract for services.

WAGE THEFT
The bill proposes a new criminal off ence of wage 

theft which is defi ned as failure to pay the required 
amount on or before the day when it is due. But it 
does NOT cover contributions payable to a superan-
nuation fund; for long service leave; paid leave as a 
result of being a victim of crime; paid jury duty; or 
emergency services duty.

In addition, it will be necessary to prove beyond 

reasonable doubt that the employer intentionally 
engaged in the relevant conduct – an extremely high 
bar to clear!

Small businesses are off  the hook if they comply 
with a “voluntary small business wage compliance 
code” to be drawn up by the Fair Work Ombudsman 
(FWO).

Where underpayments are accidental, inadvertent, 
or based on a genuine mistake it is not deemed to be 
wage theft. This is a whopping loophole, an opening 
for big business to cry that the system is too complex, 
that there was a system error, etc.

Deliberate underpayment is a criminal, not civil, 
off ence. The penalty for an individual is a maximum of 
ten years’ imprisonment or a fi ne of up to the greater 
of either three times the underpayment amount, or 
5000 penalty units (currently $1,565,000) or both. 
For a company, the penalty is either three times the 
underpayment amount or not more than 25,000 
penalty units (currently $7,825,000).

There is a six-year limitation period.

CASUAL TO PERMANENT
This section sets out to overcome decisions of 

the High Court in 2022 when the focus on defi ning 
casual shifted from looking at the various conditions 
of employment in practice to one of focusing on the 
wording of the employment contract.

The bill specifi es that a worker is a casual employee 
if the employment relationship does not specify a fi rm 
commitment to continuing and indefi nite work and 
the worker is entitled to a casual loading, or a specifi c 
rate of pay for casual employees under the terms of 
employment. A casual employee cannot be engaged 
on a fi xed term contract.

The bill details a number of factors to be taken 
into consideration when establishing whether the 
employment is casual.

Workers who believe their work is ongoing and 
regular, may after six months (twelve months for 
small business) seek to become part-time or full-time 
employees.

Any employer refusing the request must give rea-
sons. If there is dispute over the status of the worker, 
it may be taken to the FWC where it can be settled 
by arbitration.

Many of the above provisions, while purport-
ing to give workers more rights and better pay, are 
extremely complex and in some instances unclear. 
It will take a number of court cases to resolve their 
exact application.
Next week in Part 2: “Multi-enterprise agreements, 
workplace delegates’ rights, right of entry,” withdrawal 
from amalgamations, unfair contracts, silica, fi rst 
responders, family and domestic violence, and what else 
should have been in the bill. 

Closing Loopholes Bill – Part 1

THE BIG RIP-OFF

Party branch distributed hundreds of Voice leafl ets and displayed the Party banner in Boorloo, Perth CBD.
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Nuclear subs challenge trains 
10-year-old children for war

Sue Wareham,

It’s time for education min-
isters across the country to 
show leadership and protect 
our children from vested inter-
ests and pro-war propaganda.

On 19th June, the Defence 
Department launched its Nuclear-
Powered Submarine Propulsion 
Challenge, for years 7 - 12 students 
across the nation. The program 
seeks to engage the enthusiasm 
of young people for the complex 
and hugely controversial nuclear 
submarine program, in the hope 
that some of the students will want 
to contribute to this form of war-
fi ghting when they leave school.

The nuclear submarine pro-
posal has implications that go 
far beyond the understanding 
of the students targeted for this 
program (which include those as 
young as 11 years). They include 
the nuclear weapons prolifera-
tion potential, the consequences 
of a war – possibly nuclear war 
– with China, for which the sub-
marines are planned, the problem 
of high-level, long-lived nuclear 
waste for which there is no solu-
tion anywhere, and the matter of 
what else will suff er fi nancially 
as we attempt the gargantuan 
task of paying for this program. 
In the absence of any awareness 
or understanding of this context, 
the schools program is little more 
than propaganda.

The program fi ts with the grow-
ing prevalence of private weapons 
company-sponsored STEM (sci-
ence, technology, engineering and 
maths) programs in schools. Their 
purpose is to create positive brand 
name associations, such as happy 
memories, from which can fl ow 
varying degrees of attachment to 
the corporate brand. Company logos 
are displayed on all materials, and 
there is often direct contact between 
students, teachers, and company 
representatives. An underfunded 
public education system is per-
fect for the companies’ purposes, 
because overstretched teachers will 
welcome material that might make 
their job a little easier.

There is ample evidence that 
children are very susceptible to the 
creation of positive associations 
with an advertised product. Even 
into adolescence, children don’t 
necessarily have the skills to criti-
cally assess the intentions behind 
persuasive marketing tactics, or 
understand what a brand or product 
really represents.

The militarisation of STEM edu-
cation is not confi ned to our schools 
(and universities, which comprise 
a huge network in themselves of 
weapons company partnerships). 
The National Youth Science Forum 
has as its primary sponsor Lockheed 
Martin, the world’s biggest weapons 
maker. The Questacon National 
Science and Technology Centre in 
Canberra receives major funding 

for its Engineering is Elementary 
program from the Defence Depart-
ment, with ADF engineers being 
actively involved in delivering the 
program.

The industry’s need is for a 
workforce socialised to accept war-
fare as inevitable and the industry 
itself as always a force for good. The 
Minors and Missiles report of the 
Medical Association for Prevention 
of War outlines the problem, its 
extent in Australia and how it can 
be addressed. The new organisation 

Teachers for Peace works to this 
end also.

In relation to the nuclear 
submarine challenge for schools, 
on 1st July the Adelaide Adver-
tiser published an article “Kids, 10, 
training for to build a workforce 
for AUKUS, SA’s $368bn nuclear 
submarine project”, about the 
Beacon program in some schools, 
run in conjunction with weapons 
giant BAE Systems. Among other 
activities, it allows students to vir-
tually load and fi re weaponry, one 
student stating “It’s a lot more fun, 
it’s like playing a video game but 
it’s a lot more educational.” Such 
presentation of warfare and its 
associated hardware to children as 
a game – which extends also to our 
war commemoration – is an abuse 
of their right to aspire to live in a 
peaceful society.

An additional concern with 
the Nuclear-Powered Submarine 
Propulsion Challenge is that it 
anti-democratically circumvents 
strong community opposition to a 
technology – nuclear power – which 
has been consistently rejected by 
the Australian people. Barely a 
person in the country, including 
in our parliament, was even asked 
about the nuclear submarines, and 
yet the opposition to the proposal 
is strong, with much highly critical 
commentary. To ignore all that and 

go straight to the next generation 
with exciting prizes is reprehensible.

On 31st August, the Federal 
Executive of the Australian Educa-
tion Union (AEU) passed a strong 
resolution reaffi  rming the AEU’s 
deep commitment to peace and 
its opposition to militarism. In 
relation to the nuclear submarine 
challenge, the resolution stated that 
the AEU “condemns this program, 
and the use of Australian schools 
by the Defence Department, in 
drawing secondary students into 
the government’s development of 
new industries focused on arma-
ment manufacture and industries 
associated with warfare.”

It continued: “A politicised pro-
AUKUS curriculum has no place in 
our schools, alongside other pri-
vate industries who attempt to use 
schools as a vehicle for promotion 
of their own products and profi ts 
hidden behind spurious educational 
benefi ts for students.”

The AEU is to be applauded. 
It’s time for education ministers 
across the country to show the 
same leadership in protecting our 
children from vested interests and 
pro-war propaganda.
First published in Pearls&Irritations 
https://johnmenadue.com/
nuclear-subs-challenge-trains-
10-year-old-children-for-war/ 
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OP-ED: Vote YES, work for YES
FJK 

There’s a lot of running down 
the YES case for the Voice to 
Parliament lately. Nine news-
papers have given one Abo-
riginal woman who’s a ‘No’ a 
respectful and detailed pro-
fi le, complete with a careful-
ly posed photo. The woman’s 
sister, also an elder, rated one 
solitary sentence to let us know 
she’s a Yes voter. 

The ABC has written up a jour-
nalist who is raising their profi le 
with a convoluted No argument as 

though they’re just a regular person 
who has had a few ideas. There’s a 
lot of ‘race-calling’ – reporting on 
which side is more popular rather 
than on the issue – going on, as 
well as false equivalence, and of 
course there’s the scare campaigns 
of the No side.

Fortunately, life is not the same 
as the media. It’s not too late to 
make a diff erence for Yes, if you’re 
interested in a positive change for 
Indigenous Australians, if you’re 
up for supporting Land Rights and 
self-determination, get involved. 

Comrades around Australia 

have been leafl eting at train stations 
and popular parks, giving out pam-
phlets and having conversations 
with people. Many of the conver-
sations have been educational, and 
there’s a lot of good will out there.

‘Unions for YES’ is holding 
phone banks and support activity 
right up until polling day. If, like 
the CPA, you stand with Indigenous 
Australians, get into it. Contact 
Unions for Yes, contact the Com-
munist Party in your state and get 
involved.
Yes campaign: yes23.com.au
CPA: cpa@cpa.org.au 

Teachers Union 
protects children – from 

militarisation
Teachers have to go through rigorous police 
and character checks to make sure that the 
children in their care are safe. Sadly, nobody 
screens leaders such as South Australian Pre-
mier Peter Malinauskus, Anthony Albanese, 
or the people at the Defence Department who 
are doing their best to militarise children as 
young as 11 (see article this page). Previously, 
the Guardian has reported on Victorian Dis-
tance Education teachers refusing to work 
with nuclear-sub-promoting STEM material.

Now the Australian Education Union’s South 
Australian Branch Executive has passed the following 
motion, that the branch:
1. Asserts that the fi rst victims in wars are 

children, women, and the elderly.
2. Abhors the use of public education and its 

children and students as a means to promote 
war and weaponry.

3. Calls upon the state government and DfE 
(Department of Education) to cease all school-
based programs and competitions that serve 
as pro war, pro weapons, public relations 
exercises.

4. Calls upon the state government and DfE to 
promote instead, STEM skilling and career 
pathways in fi elds critical to our survival and 
well-being – such as renewable energy, water 
and food security, or public health.

5. Urges members in schools and preschools 
across the State to reject and resist the 
promotion and implementation of war and 
weaponry programs and competitions in all 
their forms.

Guardian writers 
Fight for 

the Future
This booklet is 

a call to action to save 
our planet and humanity.

Our lives are more important than their profi ts!

Order your copy today! $10 including p&p
Online: cpa.org.au/product/fi ght-for-the-future/ 

Email: info@cpa.org.au with credit card details

Phone: 02 9699 8844

Write to: CPA books, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
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Almost half of the staff  in the Australian Ant-
arctic Division (AAD) have signed an open letter 
calling on the Department of Climate Change, 
Environment, Energy and Water (DCCEEW) 
to urgently abandon severe budget cuts to the 
Division. They’ve warned that failing to do so, 
would risk critical science work and the safe-
ty of staff .

It can take years to develop the capability required 
to run a scientifi c program, and even more years to 
deliver it. Disruptions to funding in the short-term, 
have signifi cant long-term consequences.

The AAD received a substantial $802 million fund-
ing boost via the sustainable funding review (SFR) 
in 2022, but were told in mid-2023 that the division 
was now $25 million in the red. Without adequate 
funding AAD are planning for a signifi cantly scaled 
back season of science in Antarctica.

Staff  at the AAD, who have witnessed the diminish-
ing scientifi c capacity of the Division over many years, 
have had enough, and are calling on the Department to:
• Provide adequate funding to complete the 

recruitment process for the 40 scientifi c positions 
identifi ed in the Sustainable Funding Review.

• Guarantee that staff  on short-term contracts will 
have their positions fairly assessed, and re-hired 
as ongoing staff  where their work is essential.

• Provide adequate contingency funds be set aside 
by the Department, should alternative shipping 
or logistics be required to maintain stations.

• Provide a clear and transparent explanation as to 
how the sudden funding shortfall occurred and 
the principles behind funding decisions for the 
Australian Antarctic Program.

The work of the AAD is reliant on continuity. 
Science programs in Antarctica are built on regular 
monitoring and data collection, and they require highly 

specialised staff , appropriately trained researchers 
and technical experts.

Those who work within the AAD, supporting sci-
ence both directly and indirectly, are passionate about 
the work that they do and are concerned about the 
consequences of disruption to critical science work 
in a changing climate.

Beth Vincent-Pietsch, Community and Public 
Sector Union Deputy Secretary, said that the scientifi c 
work of the AAD is becoming increasingly neglected, 
and staff  are calling on the Department to reverse 
their planned cuts.

“CPSU members have been raising concerns about 
the diminishing capacity of the AAD’s core work for 
many years. Recently the planned recruitment of 40 
new science positions provided a glimmer of hope, 
that quickly turned to disappointment as recruitment 
processes were put on hold and a 16 per cent budget 
cut was announced,” said Vincent-Pietsch.

“This has understandably angered many of the 
staff  in the AAD who care deeply about the work of 
the Division, and were hoping that this funding would 
see things head in a new direction.

“After years of watching the scientifi c capacity of the 
AAD diminish, staff  have had enough. CPSU members 
want to see the Department prioritise the rebuilding 
of scientifi c capacity and the establishment of secure 
funding arrangements moving forward, including 
recommencement of the recruitment process for the 
40 positions that are currently on hold.

“Long-term scientifi c projects in Antarctica need 
continuity and certainty, not a funding tap that is 
turned on and off  on a whim.

“Science is meant to be the bread-and-butter work 
of the AAD, but it can’t be done without adequate 
resourcing.”
Community and Public Sector Union (CPSU) 

Antarctic 
funding cuts

As temperatures climb, and heatwaves become more 
common, it’s worth remembering that unions achieve and 
enforce protection against heat. As a comrade in the Rail 
Tram and Bus Union writes from Queensland in Labor 
Today International ‘we have an agreed temperature 
limit of 35 Celsius outdoor and even indoor. We held an 
historic strike in which we enforced all buses to be air-
conditioned water bottles of a minimum of 2 litres. The 
success of this strike is that it spread the conditions 
to all other workers. All work should stop if ambient 
temperature exceeds 41 centigrade measures against 
heat stress should begin at 35 no workers without water 
and shade to retreat to.’

Anyone who thought that Qantas was about to become 
easier to love might want to think again at the news that 
Qantas subsidiary JetStar has informed customers that 
any fl ight credits they have from the Covid-19 pandemic  
have expired.

New South Wales teachers are celebrating a win on 
pay scales after tireless campaigning by thousands of 
teachers. NSW Teachers Federation acting President, 
Henry Rajendra thanked union members for their efforts 
and said: “We can not forget this staffi ng crisis was a 
direct result of the former government’s wage cap that 
artifi cially suppressed teachers’ pay and their policy 
failures that pushed more and more work on to teachers 
resulting in intolerable and unmanageable workloads.”

Working people across the nation are not mourning the 
departure of Phillip Lowe from the position of governor of 
the Reserve Bank of Australia (see previous Guardians 
for the Party’s view of his decisions). ACTU President 
Michele O’Neil said “For too long, there has been a real 
divide between the decision-making process of the RBA 
and the lived experiences of working people.” O’Neil has 
urged the RBA to focus on full employment as a priority.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Harvey Norman will be 
sitting comfortably today after posting pre-tax profi ts 
of $1.13 billion for the 2023 fi nancial year, an increase 
from $688.60 million in 2019. The announcement comes 
as Harvey Norman boss Gerry Harvey pushed for a 
cut to the minimum wage in real terms in this year’s 
Annual Wage Review. This follows on from Harvey’s 
comments in 2020, where he called the global pandemic 
an “opportunity,” with his corporation doubling its profi ts 
while refusing to pay back JobKeeper. At a time where 
corporations are forcing working people to pay higher 
prices and cut back on providing for their families, Gerry 
Harvey and his executives continue to reap massive 
profi ts. The announcement of Harvey Norman’s billion-
dollar profi ts reinforces the ACTU’s call for working 
people to enjoy a fair share of the profi ts they generate 
and the need for a price-gouging inquiry. ACTU Assistant 
Secretary Joseph Mitchell noted that Gerry Harvey and 
his corporate lobbyists called for pay cuts before, during, 
and after the pandemic. “They gloat to their shareholders 
about raking in over a billion dollars in profi t, meanwhile 
they tell working people they don’t deserve better.”

Paramedics rally 
for recognition

Sydney: Paramedics have ral-
lied in Martin Place as their 
campaign for profession-
al rates of pay expands and 
intensifi es

The skills and value of para-
medics have skyrocketed over the 
past decade as they have taken on 
increasingly clinical and public 
health functions. Paramedics now 
perform diagnostic procedures and 
administer medicines that prevent 
someone suff ering a heart attack 

from deteriorating. This delivers a 
superior patient outcome and saves 
the taxpayer tens of thousands of 
dollars in hospital costs.

However the pay of NSW para-
medics does not refl ect this uplift 
in skills and they have fallen well 
behind similar health profession-
als in NSW due to the 12-year-long 
wage cap that prevented meaningful 
wage bargaining.

“Unless we pay paramedics 
what they’re worth, they’ll keep 

moving to Queensland and Can-
berra. There’s a strong moral 
argument to lift pay, but an equally 
pressing practical issue. We need 
to keep our paramedics in NSW,” 
said Gerard Hayes, Health Services 
Union (HSU) NSW Secretary.

“Paramedics are not a nice-to-
have, they are a must have. You 
can’t keep expecting them to take 
the hit on behalf of the broader 
community.”
Health Services Union (HSU) 

Dr Plummer examines a length of the shallow ice core. Photo: Simon Payne – antarctica.gov.au / facebook.

Non-mainstream 
news on Sunday 
mornings at 9:15.
Available 
via podcast.
3CR.org.au.
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Chile 11 September
Solidarity and struggle

Clare Marino 

MELBOURNE: There were tears, poetry, song, 
and many heartfelt speeches this week at a gath-
ering to pay tribute to all those who suff ered in 
the terrible events 50 years ago in Chile, when 
the military dictatorship overthrew the elected 
government of Salvador Allende.

Among the most moving parts of the event at 
Melbourne’s Trades Hall were the testimonies of 
survivors of torture and abuse, now aged in their 70s, 
who recalled their suff ering and terror, and implored 
people to never forget and to continue resisting fas-
cism and oppression.

Organisers from the Chilean community in Aus-
tralia described the evening as an homage to all those 
who were killed, tortured, exiled and disappeared, and 
their families, but also to all those who continue to 
struggle for a better world, including in the October 
2019 national uprising.

While the dictatorship lasted 17 years, its legacy 
is still with the Chilean society in the form of the con-
stitution and draconian neoliberal laws.

In a powerful illustration of the sadness of living 
through the brutal dictatorship, one woman danced 
the Cueca Sola. Instead of dancing the traditionally 
cheerful Chilean folk dance, the Cueca, in a couple, 
she danced quietly alone, wearing a photo of one of 
the disappeared young men.

Chileans who worked in the Allende government 
recalled its progressive achievements, including better 
public health care, more aff ordable housing and more 
university places for working class students.

Speakers included Tony Piccolo, assistant state 
secretary of the Australian Manufacturing Workers 
Union, who partnered with the Chilean community to 
organise the event, and Kevin Bracken, past secretary 
of the Victorian branch of the Maritime Union of Aus-
tralia. The MUA maintained a strong boycott against 
trade with Chile during the dictatorship.

Towards the end of the night, younger activists 
spoke about the legacy of those times for Chileans, 
and what it was like growing up in the dictatorship. 
Speakers argued that the coup, fuelled by foreign 
interference and the power of multinational corpora-
tions, was in many ways the beginning of neoliberal-
ism world-wide.

The hall was silent as the audio was played of 
Allende’s fi nal speech, recorded at the presidential 
palace before the radio station was shut down and 
the palace bombed. 

“Go forward knowing that sooner, rather than 
later, the great avenues will open again and free men 
will walk through them to construct a better society. 
Long live Chile! Long live the people! Long live the 
workers!” 

The last thing we need

Anna Pha
Oceans are increasingly being seen as tools against global 
warming while offering tremendous business opportunities 
through the use of geoengineering. Geoengineering involves 
unproven technology that interferes with complex ecosys-
tems and the climate in an attempt to store CO2 or alter the 
climate. Marine geoengineering involves such methods as 
burying CO2 in the ocean bed or increasing the earth’s refl ec-
tion of light or radiation. Labor’s Environment Protection 
(Sea Dumping) Amendment (Using New Technologies to 
Fight Climate Change) Bill 2023, which is currently before 
Parliament seeks to legalise marine geoengineering. (See 
also Guardian #2068, 04/09/2023)

The Convention on the Prevention of Maritime Pollution by 
Dumping of Wastes and other Matter, or London Protocol, 
was amended in 2013 on a proposal initiated by Australia, to 
allow ocean fertilisation activities to be permitted for research 
purposes only, and to enable other marine geoengineering 
activities to be regulated in future. Ocean Fertilisation (OF) 
involves the removal of carbon dioxide by the dumping of iron 
fi lings or other “nutrients” (e.g., urea) into the ocean to stimu-
late the growth of phytoplankton through photosynthesis which 
takes in CO2. The theory is that when the phytoplankton die, 
they sink to the seafl oor sequestering carbon on the deep 
ocean bed.

Scientifi c studies have shown that as bigger creatures feed 
on the plankton the amount of CO2 released via the food 
chain is bigger. In addition, too much phytoplankton can dis-
rupt the marine food web and create toxic algal bloom. The 
presence of iron or urea can cause mineral and nutrient imbal-
ances in an already stressed and acidic ocean environment. 
Excess nutrients can disrupt the ecological balance and trig-
ger harmful algal blooms exacerbating ocean acidifi cation. 
The Elon Musk-funded venture, WhaleX, in partnership with 
the Australian company Ocean-Nourishment Corporation, is 
attempting to rebrand its ocean fertilisation project, calling it 
“Artifi cial Whale Poo.”

There are other forms of marine geoengineering. The former 
Morrison Coalition government commenced a $150 million 
program to investigate options for “cooling and shading” the 
Great Barrier Reef and other reefs. This includes solar radia-
tion management by such means as marine cloud brightening, 
mist, fog, or surface fi lms.

The International Maritime Organisation states that marine 
geoengineering technologies “have the potential to cause del-
eterious effects that are widespread, long-lasting or severe.” 
It also notes that “there is considerable uncertainty regarding 
the effects on the marine environment, human health, and on 
other uses of the ocean.” It is strongly opposed by fi shing and 
coastal communities, and Indigenous populations.

The fossil fuel industry is one of the forces pushing for geo-
engineering as a cover to continue polluting. It also offers the 
potential for highly profi table carbon credits, hence the interest 
of venture capital and billionaires like Musk.

Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek claims the bill will reg-
ulate the loading, dumping, and incineration of waste at sea 
and the placement of artifi cial reefs within Australian waters. It 
does not.

At the Convention of Biodiversity COP15 in 2022, over 
80 civil society organisations called for the reinforcement 
of precautions against geoengineering to protect biodi-
versity and communities. “We need to build upon and 
strengthen the collective voice of civil society calling for restric-
tion,” Geoengineering Monitor says. “More interference in 
complex ecosystems which we do not fully understand 
through get-rich-quick schemes based on speculative 
technologies is the last thing we need.”

For more on geoengineering read “The Big Bad Fix” at etcgroup.org, and 
visit geoengineeringmonitor.org

GREEN NOTES

No crime, no time
In 2022 the Indigenous Social 
Justice Association/Melbourne 
(ISJA Melbourne) launched the 
‘No crime, No Time – Fix Victo-
ria’s bail laws now’ campaign. 
That campaign is needed more 
than ever. Bail Law reform is 
needed NOW.

ISJA Melbourne is campaign-
ing to remove the reverse onus of 
proof in the Victorian Bail Act. In 
Victoria, prisons are overcrowded 
with poor people who have not had 
their day in court because Victoria 
has the harshest bail laws in the 
country.

On 30th January 2023, the Vic-
torian Coroner released his fi ndings 
into the entirely preventable death 
of 37-year-old Gunditjamara, Dja 
Dja Wurrung, Wiradjuri and Yorta 
Yorta woman, Veronica Marie 
Nelson. She died in 2020 in the 
Dame Phyllis Frost women’s prison 
where her treatment, according to 
the coroner, was “cruel and degrad-
ing.” He called Victoria’s bail laws 
a “complete and unmitigated dis-
aster” and recommended root and 
branch changes. ISJA-Melbourne 
completely agree.

It is a racist and sexist tragedy 
that another family is grieving as 
a result of an entirely preventable 
death in custody.

In 1991, the Royal Commission 
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody 
(RCIADIC) released 339 recom-
mendations, amongst them the 

demand that imprisonment must 
be the last resort. Governments 
have had more than three decades 
to implement these recommenda-
tions! Instead, they pander to the 
law-and-order lobby – including 
the Police Association – by imple-
menting changes such as the 2018 
bail laws. Those laws meant that 
the police no longer had to show 
a reason for denying bail. The 
burden was on the accused to show 
why bail should be granted. This 
change, and others like it, made 
things even worse.

We should not have had to wait 
for entirely preventable deaths in 
custody for change to even be con-
sidered! It took the death of Yorta 
Yorta grandmother, Tanya Day, and 
a massive campaign spearheaded by 
her family, to spark action to reform 
laws around public drunkenness.

Nelson would also still be with 
us today if the recommendations 
of the RCIADIC had been imple-
mented in full.

The day after the coroner’s fi nd-
ings shone the spotlight on a system 
which comprehensively failed 
Nelson, Premier Daniel Andrews 
fronted the media claiming the 
death would “drive reform.” This is 
the same Premier who did not even 
acknowledge the petition demand-
ing changes to the state’s bail laws 
submitted by ISJA-Melbourne in 
the lead up to the November 2022 
state election.

The task now for all who want 
to permanently end deaths in cus-
tody is to make sure that sweeping 
change occurs. This is essential to 
keep unsentenced people out of 
prison.

There is a real risk that the 
promised reform may be little more 
than tinkering around the edges of a 
completely broken system. Without 
an immediate groundswell of sup-
port for fundamental change, the 
type of real reform that is required 
may not happen.

The following changes are 
needed now:

Get unsentenced people who are 
on remand out of Victorian prisons;

Remove the reverse-onus pro-
visions in the Bail Act and create a 
presumption in favour of bail, plac-
ing the onus on the prosecution to 
demonstrate why bail should not 
be granted.

It is also crucial that all 339 
recommendations of the Royal 
Commission into Aboriginal Deaths 
in Custody be implemented in full. 
This includes the suite of recom-
mendations, including recom-
mendation 92, that governments 
should legislate to enforce the 
principle that imprisonment should 
be utilised only as a sanction of 
last resort.
Indigenous Social Justice 
Association, Melbourne
(edited for reasons of space) 
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Anarchism vs. Marxism
The politics of Boots Riley’s ‘I’m a

Taylor Dorrell

Boots Riley’s Amazon Prime Video 
series I’m A Virgo has naturally been 
cast as a coming-of-age story. It is, of 
course, a story about an individual 
ostracised by society – main charac-
ter Cootie, a 4 metre-tall, 19-year-old 
Black man in Oakland, leaves the iso-
lation of his home for the fi rst time. 
But there is also a political narrative 
in the program that exposes diff ering 
methods of political action and mobi-
lisation in class struggle. It’s a press-
ing theme for Riley, a self-described 
communist.

In his 2018 fi lm, Sorry to Bother You, 
the main character Cassius battles the pros-
pect of becoming a capitalist in opposition 
to his unionizing co-workers. In I’m a Virgo, 
the main character Cootie is engaged in a 
battle primarily of methodology and ide-
ology against multiple forces – the police, 
the media, a private energy company, and 
a religious cult.

His coming into the world for the fi rst 
time pushes him toward strategies that 
could be construed as short-term in expec-
tations, knee-jerk in their quick reactions, 
and hyper-localised in scope. This is set up in 
contrast to the methods of his friend Jones, 
who has a longer-term perspective rooted 
in the experience of mass organising and 
political struggle.

Theirs is a debate that has been most 
regularly revisited in history, most notably 
in the confl ict between the two ideologies of 
anarchism and Marxism. It’s a dispute that 
continues to rage today.

HOW TO BLOW UP 
A MOVEMENT

In the crescendo of I’m A Virgo, Cootie is 
on the run. After a season’s worth of growth 
and ‘coming of age,’ he’s determined to go 
against the advice of his friend Jones and 
engage in direct action. To stop the con-
stant electricity blackouts plaguing the Bay 
Area, Cootie devises a plan to break into the 
power company’s facilities and destroy the 
‘regulator,’ the mechanism which triggers the 
blackouts and regulates the energy fl owing 
out to paying customers.

But once they return home from their 
act of industrial sabotage, the pair witness 
something that shatters their spirits: another 
blackout. The utility company, with all of its 
capital and infl uence, simply replaced the 
regulator. Nobody directly benefi ted from 
the fl imsy plan, which had no long-term 
strategy or discipline. No one’s material 
conditions were improved; the blackouts 
continued unhindered.

This kind of spontaneous action is 
becoming increasingly attractive to some 
members of my generation who feel they 
have nothing to lose. Radicalised youth in 
the age of climate disaster have little patience 
for debates concerning methodology and 
ideology. Plagued by a planet on fi re, the 
sluggishness and fruitlessness of liberalism 
and the two-party system have pushed many 
on the left either into utopian idealism or 
nearsighted fragmented spurts of localised 
direct action. Sometimes, it’s both.

A fi lm like How to Blow Up a Pipeline 
(2022), based on the book by the same 
name, is a testament to this rage. The pri-
mary focus of the fi lm was the development 
and execution of a plan to destroy a section 
of pipeline by a group of environmental 
activists. The climate vigilantes are certain 
that they’ve targeted a strategic location 
and that the disruption will cause gas prices 
to skyrocket. They believe this will spark 
copycat actions around the world, somehow 
coercing oil corporations to abandon fossil 
fuels, their most profi table commodity. The 
fi lm ends with another group, inspired by 
the main characters’ action, blowing up a 
yacht. Fossil fuel extraction, meanwhile, 
carries on.

Back in I’m a Virgo, after the regulator 
plan fails, Jones tells Cootie, “I told you that 
Band-Aid shit won’t work!” Cootie, at a loss, 
responds, “I just thought I could give people 
inspiration to fi ght.” He believed it would 
“like, show ‘em we have power.”

Jones points to a picket line across the 
street. “We’re shutting shit down at the 
source of power,” she says in reference to 
a strike wave growing across the US. One 
can imagine an alternative ending to How 
to Blow Up a Pipeline where Jones delivers 
those same lines, not to deter the actions, 
but to expose a lack of strategy. “It’s not just 
about changing shit,” Jones says, “it’s how 
we change it.”

PROUDHON TO 
CATALONIA

The debates between anarchism and 
Marxism have spanned two centuries. In 
the 19th century, the “father of anarchism,” 
Pierre-Joseph Proudhon, was trashed as 
a “petty-bourgeois” philosopher by Karl 
Marx in his book The Poverty of Philoso-
phy (1847).

Friedrich Engels criticised the anarchist 
Mikhail Bakunin for his narrow emphasis on 
the state as the chief evil and for his refusal 
to engage in political struggle. Engels’ arti-
cle, “On Authority,” is a brief but fatal blow 
to anarchists, who contradictorily call for 
revolution while expressing contempt for all 
forms of hierarchy and authority. As Engels 
reminded them, “A revolution is certainly the 
most authoritarian thing there is.”

In the 20th century, the debate played 
out amidst actual revolutions and over the 
character of real-world revolutionary govern-
ments. Lenin wrote in 1905 that anarchists’ 
applications to participate in the Soviets of 
Workers’ and Peasants’ Deputies would be 
denied because anarchists didn’t believe in 
political struggle to begin with, therefore 
their inclusion in the alliance would result 
in counterproductive debates over the merits 
of the very existence of the organisation.

Lenin refuted their philosophy as one, not 
of the future of society, but of the “present 
and even the past of that society.” He dis-
missed anarchism as a trend that sought to 
establish isolated bubbles within capitalism 

and romanticised the lifestyle of feudal and 
other pre-industrial class relations.

Anarchism and Marxism might share the 
goal of a stateless society, but they diff er on 
what the term might mean and how we get 
there. Communists often advocate for strate-
gies tailored to particular social, political, and 
economic situations. In Russia, for example, 
that entailed participating in unions, mass 
movements, and even reactionary parlia-
mentary politics until a revolution became 
inevitable.

Anarchism is not as easy to pin down. 
Anarchists denounce all forms of “the state” 
and “hierarchy,” instead emphasising the 
individual and the spontaneous revolution-
ary event, often opposing the revolutionary 
process. “The anarchist rejects any rule and 
any person or institution that endeavours 
to enforce it,” Corrine Jacker wrote in her 
book, The Blag Flag of Anarchism, “because 
rules endeavour to restrict an individual’s 
freedom.”

But anarchism wasn’t always a brick 
wall blocking the progressive ideological 
development of activists. For many in the 
20th century, anarchism was their pipeline 
into Marxism. “The poetry, the strong pas-
sionate and naïve ideology of that movement 
appealed to a literary adolescent,” the Com-
munist writer Mike Gold refl ected. Numer-
ous union activists in the US who came from 
more anarchist-leaning backgrounds – fi g-
ures like Elizabeth Gurley Flynn and Big Bill 
Haywood – eventually joined the Communist 
Party, helping to build mass movements and 
abandoning anarchism, which they came to 
see as a contradictory philosophy.

There are many historical cases of the 
messes anarchism’s contradictions can lead 
to. In the lead-up to the Spanish Civil War 
of the 1930s, anarchists rightfully opposed 
fascism, but they also originally opposed 
the democratic Spanish Republic and the 
Popular Front against fascism. As late as 
two months into the Civil War, anarchists 
refused to offi  cially endorse the Popular 
Front or endorse fi ghting Franco.

In May 1937, during a fascist off ensive, 
anarcho-Trotskyists (FAI-POUM) actually 
attempted to overthrow the Popular Front 
government of Catalonia, staging a counter-
revolution that ultimately benefi ted the 

fascists. But anarchist trade union supporter 
Daniel Guérin actually blamed Communists 
for the fascist victory. In Ken Loach’s fi lm 
Land and Freedom (1995), through an 
ahistorical revisionist lens, the Trotskyists 
of the POUM (Workers’ Party of Marxist 
Unifi cations) are actually represented as 
the protagonists and the Popular Front, 
with its Communist section, is portrayed 
as the bad guys.

Narratives of left history have been 
monopolised by anti-Communist leftists 
in recent decades. Whereas many have 
simply detached or distanced themselves 
from socialism and communism, fi gures like 
Noam Chomsky and the late David Graeber 
instead intentionally obscure the defi nition of 
socialism and communism. They craft their 
own version, painting all existing socialist 
countries past and present as distortions of 
‘true’ socialism.

Their defi nition of socialism – that is, 
idealist notions existing solely in their imagi-
nation and in isolated microscopic bubbles 
within capitalist countries – is seen as the 
only valid one.

Michael Parenti called these individu-
als the “pure socialists,” those who support 
socialist revolutions until those revolutions 
actually succeed, who fetishise the revolu-
tionary event and then get bored with the 
revolutionary process of actually building 
socialism.

Marxist Gil Green, who was a leader of the 
Young Communist League in the US during 
those years, wrote, “Whenever a setback or 
defeat takes place, there are some who rush 
to blame the Communists, but when revolu-
tions succeed … the Communists are damned 
by the same people for taking state power.”

THE POVERTY OF 
NEW RADICALISM

Today’s increased interest in diff ering 
ideologies among young leftists is not dis-
similar from the trend that emerged in the 
late 1960s known as the ‘New Left,’ when 
segments of the student movement and 
other radical groups pushed anarchism as 
an alternative to Marxism and what they 
derided as the ‘Old Left.’

In Green’s 1971 book, The New 

Jharrel Jerome. Photo: Pete Lee – Prime Video.
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a Virgo’

Radicalism: Anarchist or Marxist?, he 
emphasises the importance of America’s 
youth breaking with liberal illusions on the 
one hand, but on the other, he criticises the 
failure of many radical youth to provide a 
coherent eff ective alternative. ‘Revolutionary 
rhetoric,’ he argued, ‘has become a substitute 
for strategy and tactics and a cover-up for 
frustrations and failures.’

Green saw a lack of perspective in the 
various movements of the time, especially 
among the anarchist trends, for whom ‘the 
time element is reduced to the immediate 
moment, when there is no confi dence that 
a mass movement of working people can be 
built,’ and when the dire alternatives seemed 
to be either ‘drop out or to seek martyrdom.’

Green urged these movements to engage 
in arenas they had fundamentally opposed 
or, due to the middle-class nature of much 
of the student movement, never had a fi rm 
relationship with – particularly labour and 
organised politics. (Riley himself highlighted 
parallels today to the labour movement in 
the 1970s).

In recent years, there’s been a wave of 
fi lms criticising capitalism, but they tend 
to off er no solutions – The Florida Project 
(2017), Roma (2018), Parasite (2019), 
Minari (2020), etc. But today, with fi lms like 
Sorry to Bother You and How to Blow Up 
a Pipeline, a debate is taking place around 
strategies for action – it’s the argument we 
see Cootie and Jones have.

Two streams of thought and methodol-
ogy – anarchism and Marxism – are again 
fi ghting it out. The abstract notion of revolu-
tion might be an agreed upon goal, but how 
to get there and what happens the day after 
remain contentious topics.

Mike Gold refl ected on how he’d come 
to agree with Lenin after the idealism of 
his anarchist past. He said he arrived at 
an understanding of the “necessary his-
torical steps” required to build socialism. 
He warned against being “mystic” and 
individualistic, neglecting the “daily class 
struggle.”

Gold advised, “To be mystic about [the 
revolution] means admitting it is only a 
dream, and can never be realised.”
People’s World 

The clergy hand out 
alms, unless the poor 

are in revolt.

Book Review by Jenny Farrell

Revisiting ‘Strumpet City’
The years from 1907 to 1914 are the subject of James Plun-
kett’s 1969 novel Strumpet City. Set in this period before 
Irish independence, the collective hero of the novel is the 
working class, as it enters a new phase of its class struggle.

As a colonial subject, the bourgeoisie at that time was also directly 
dependent on Britain. Both the bourgeoisie and the clergy, who are 
represented in a variety of characters, take diff erent positions on 
independence, although this was in their interest. Regardless, they 
broadly agree that they are in a class struggle against the workers 
and are themselves profi ting from their misery.

Following the outcome of the War of Independence, this class, 
now in power, would confront the working class in a civil war. When 
it came to defeating the working class, the national question was of 
secondary importance to the bourgeoisie.

One important representative of the bourgeoisie in this novel is 
Mr Bradshaw, who owns some of the tenements and treats tenants 
and employees mercilessly. The police and the clergy support him 
in this. Although some elements within the bourgeoisie understand 
the absolute misery of the working class, they do not openly side 
with the workers, or question property relations. These characters 
include the Protestant company director Yearling and Mrs Brad-
shaw, who is unable to stand up to her husband. The clergy hand out 
alms, unless the poor are in revolt, in which case alms are withheld. 
Yearling and Father Giffl  ey can only endure the confl ict between 
their compassion for the workers’ misery and their social position 
through excessive alcohol consumption.

On the side of the working class are Bob and Mary Fitzpatrick, 
Bernard Mulhall, the Hennessys, the Farrells, and Rashers Tierney, 
who vividly and authentically embody a comprehensive panorama of 
diff erent stages of consciousness, ages, and circumstances. During 
the months of lockout, a new class solidarity develops among them. 
Their determined resistance against the employers brings them 
unimaginable destitution.

In the novel, the history and aftermath of the events are presented 
from the point of view of representatives of these diff erent social 
classes. Although no individual ‘heroes’ dominate, the characters 
are treated in a diff erentiated and sensitive manner. Each individual 
character reveals their class affi  liation in their individual circum-
stances and viewpoints. The majority of workers arrive at a class 
standpoint through the strike. Pat Bannister expresses a broader 
socialist point of view. James Connolly, however, is mentioned only 
once in passing in the whole novel, by Bannister.

The lumpenproletariat includes Rashers Tierney, street musician 
and beggar, who occasionally fi nds work as an unskilled labourer. 
The Hennessys represent those who, concerned for their children, 
cannot withstand the pressure. But the majority of the dispossessed 
demonstrate a humanity and solidarity diametrically opposed to 
the values of the bourgeoisie.

When the ITGWU accepts the off er of solidarity from English 
workers to send Dublin children to England for the duration of the 
strike, the confl ict among the clergy between Giffl  ey and O’Connor 
comes to a head. O’Connor wants to stop this action at all costs, 
while Giffl  ey sides with the workers’ families, understanding fully 
the relief this would bring. In 1913 this very plan was indeed pre-
vented by the Catholic Church, on the pretext that Catholic children 
in England would be exposed to Protestant or atheist infl uences.

Plunkett creates crowd scenes in which readers experience the 
mood among the Dublin workers. An example of this is the scene in 
which the workers, led by Larkin, shut down Dublin Port in protest 
against the more than 160 strikebreakers brought in by a steamer 
from Liverpool. In this scene the Dublin proletariat is depicted at 
a crucial moment, where their leader, Larkin, emerges.

The power of the class is beautifully captured in the image of 
the stationary cranes and the ship bringing Larkin. Plunkett shows 
the masses at a moment of strength and confi dence. This aware-
ness and determination, despite all the setbacks, despite hunger 
and hardship, permeates the whole novel.

Readers get to know the Fitzpatrick family best. Bob was pro-
moted to foreman through the infl uence of Mrs Bradshaw at his 
work-place. Yet, like Mary, he remains unwavering in his solidarity 
with the strikers.

Because Plunkett is unequivocally on the side of the working 
class in this novel, it is surprising that the conscious trade unionists 
at the centre of the plot have no connection with the Marxist Con-
nolly, his political as well as his trade union work. Connolly is almost 
entirely left out. And although Larkin and some of the working-class 
characters are clearly socialists, there is also no mention of Con-
nolly’s Irish Socialist Republican Party. The focus is on unionised 
struggle, without a theory that encompasses and goes beyond it.

In this way the novel obscures the fact that there were also politi-
cal struggles for national independence and socialist liberation going 
on at that time. Thus, apart from the old housekeeper Miss Gilchrist, 
there are no nationalist voices among the workers. Plunkett’s workers 
show no obvious interest in national self-determination. And so the 
lockout appears to be purely a trade union struggle, at the expense 
of its role in the development of Irish revolutionary consciousness.

And while the founding of the Irish Citizen Army is mentioned, 
its further development and important role in the Easter Rising 
that followed only three years later is clear only to initiated readers.

Nevertheless, the book bears eloquent and inspiring witness to 
the strength of the Irish proletariat in one of their fi rst great class 
struggles. It reveals to readers a class-consciousness that had yet 
to prove itself in the political liberation struggles that were then 
imminent – in the Rising, in the War of Independence, as well as 
in the Civil War, and which is still crucial today.

To the present day, many Irish people count Strumpet City 
among the most important and best books in Irish literature.
Socialist Voice 
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The symbol as resistance
Nadda Osan speaks to the renowned 
Palestinian artist Sliman Mansour about 
the relation between art, occupation and 
identity.

Sliman Mansour was born in Birzeit, 
a Palestinian town north of Ramallah, 
in 1947, a year before the Nakba, which 
saw more than 700,000 Palestinians 
forcibly expelled from their homes to 
make way for the creation of Israel.

The young artist took to drawing from 
a very young age and later a German tutor 
at a boarding school in Bethlehem noticed 
his talent, encouraging the young Mansour.

“He applied for my work to be a part of 
a drawing club and then told me that I had 
won a competition for the United Nations 
Children of the World. That was in 1962,” 
Mansour recalls.

The 1960s were a period in which a strong 
sense of national identity was taking form 
among both Palestinians and Israelis.

The Israeli self-narrative during this 
period was one which largely erased the 
Palestinian presence on the land of historic 
Palestine prior to Zionist migrations of the 
early 20th century.

It was a period in which there was a 
heavy emphasis on inaccurate tropes, such 
as the idea that modern Jewish settlers in 
the region had encountered a barren and 
sparsely populated land; that they had ‘made 
the desert bloom.’

There was no room for a native Palestin-
ian community in such myth-making.

According to Mansour, Palestinians 
during this period faced the risk of having 
their historical narrative disappear com-
pletely at the expense of such Zionist ideas.

“That was the very strategy of the Zionist 
movement, to deny your existence, because 
when you are not there, it’s much easier 
to take your land, to kill you, to imprison 
you,” he says.

It became incumbent, therefore, on art-
ists like Mansour to restate the Palestinian 
story by incorporating traditional symbols, 
as well as new ones, into their art.

“As artists, we started to search for images 
to refl ect identity,” he explains, clarifying 
that this was a process that involved refer-
ring to ancient culture and the landscape of 
historic Palestine.

“The landscape is artwork by our ances-
tors. When the Israelis occupied our land 

they started planting [non-native] cypress 
and pine trees instead of olive trees to change 
the landscape … When I paint orange trees I 
am painting land that was occupied in 1948, 
and when I paint olive trees, I am painting 
about land that was occupied in 1967,” he 
says referring to the Nakba, as well as the 
later Israeli conquest of the West Bank, East 
Jerusalem and Gaza.

Another more recent symbol, according 
to Mansour, is the cactus plant, which he 
says has become associated with Palestinian 
resistance and struggle.

“If you wanted to know if there was once 
a village, you would look out for the cactus 
plants. They don’t die easily,” he says.

The curation of a network of symbols, 
which reinforces Palestinian identity and 
arguably helps keep it alive, has ruffl  ed feath-
ers within Israel.

In the most recent and infamous example 
of Israeli repression of Palestinian symbols, 
Israeli lawmakers have been pushing for 
a ban on the Palestinian fl ag, including it 
among fl ags of a “hostile entity.”

Mansour says his work has been targeted 
for decades.

“In 1979 when we had started doing 
exhibitions, the Israelis would come and 
confi scate paintings that they didn’t like,” 
he says, adding: “I would watch what they 
would take, and it was silly things, like a 
peasant woman wearing nice embroidery 
and working in the fi eld.”

The justifi cation off ered by the Israelis 
to Mansour and other artists was that the 
images constituted “incitement.”

For the artists themselves, the idea of a 
Palestinian woman tending her land directly 
undermines Israel’s founding myth of Zionist 
pioneers turning desert to farmland.

Mansour also says that Israeli offi  cials 
have visited his exhibitions in the past and 
closed them down, taking the keys to the 
gallery hosting his work with them.

“They would meet with us and discuss 
the art we should do, telling us to paint nice 
fl owers or nice women instead of political art.”

If stifl ing Palestinian activism through 
art was the intention, it was an aim that 
thoroughly backfi red.

“Anything that made Israel angry later 
became a symbol,” Mansour explains, describ-
ing how Israel’s reaction forced artists to 
take on more subtle symbols of Palestinian 
identity.

One such example is the watermelon, 
which became associated with Palestine by 
virtue of it sharing the colours of the Pales-
tinian fl ag.

One of his most famous paintings is his 
1994 work, Last Supper in Palestine, which 
is his interpretation of Leonardo Da Vinci’s 
The Last Supper, except the image of Jesus is 
replaced by a Palestinian man and 12 Pales-
tinian women take the place of the disciples.

Another famous work is 2005’s Camel 
of Burdens, which shows a frail Palestinian 
elder carrying an eye-shaped sphere on his 
back and within it is the city of Jerusalem.

Over the decades, Mansour has amassed a 
dedicated following and gained international 
recognition for his work.

He was awarded the 2019 UNESCO-
Sharjah Prize for Arab Culture; he also 
received the grand prize at the Cairo Biennial 
in 1998 and the Palestine Prize for Visual 
Arts in 1998.

Today Mansour dedicates his time to 
mentoring young artists and students, pro-
viding them with the opportunity to nurture 
their creative abilities and benefi t from his 
lifetime’s experience.

As an artist, Mansour says he would 
rather steer clear of politics. But as a Pal-
estinian, art is a way out; a way to appease 
a conscience that will not allow him to look 
away from the fact of occupation.

“I fi rmly believe in the signifi cance of 
embracing your craft and embracing your 
connection to your people, their culture, and 
their pursuit of freedom,” Mansour asserts. “It 
is crucial for my students to grasp the sense 
of belonging and never lose hope.

“If my art can persuade my people then 
it has the power to sway anyone else in the 
world,” he explains.

“I believe I have made signifi cant contri-
butions to Palestinian art, not only through 
my own creations but also by assisting in 
the establishment of the Palestinian Art-
ists League. I can say that I have a clear 
conscience.”

Mansour lives in Jerusalem but runs his 
studio in Ramallah in the occupied West 
Bank, making the journey across Israeli 
checkpoints several times a week.
Morning Star 

Artworks by Jordanian illustrator and art curator Sarah Hatahet (left) and 
Palestinian-Jordanian visual artist Beesan Arafat.

Australia: international 
rule-breaker

Australia likes to preach about 
the ‘rules-based order’ when 
defending the decision to 
go into the AUKUS alliance 
and spend record amounts 
of money on becoming even 
more of a working part of the 
US military. But are we about 
to break some important rules 
designed to keep the world 
safer from nuclear warfare?

According to a senior lecturer 
in Law at Monash university, that’s 
exactly what the Australian gov-
ernment has signed up for. Doctor 
Monique Cormier is a legal expert 
on nuclear deterrence, disarmament 
and non-proliferation. She writes 

that ‘Australia is forging ahead 
with the AUKUS alliance and the 
controversial plan to allow Australia 
to acquire nuclear-powered subma-
rines. This would make Australia 
the fi rst non-nuclear-weapon state 
to have nuclear propulsion technol-
ogy and the fi rst to take advantage 
of a loophole in the international 
verifi cation regime that will allow 
Australia to withdraw weapons-
grade uranium from the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency 
safeguard system.

‘Australia has also embraced 
US extended nuclear deterrence 
by committing to allow the US to 
deploy up to six nuclear-capable 

B-52 aircraft to the Northern Ter-
ritory, which is also clearly prohib-
ited under the Nuclear Ban Treaty.

‘Simply accepting the US policy 
of neither confi rming nor denying 
whether these aircraft will be armed 
with nuclear weapons amounts to 
wilful blindness and would not be 
acceptable under the Nuclear Ban 
Treaty.

‘Ending Australia’s defence 
policy of extended nuclear deter-
rence would be a bold move that 
would demonstrate Australia’s 
self-reliance and leadership in the 
region and among other nuclear 
umbrella states.’ 
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“Anything that made Israel angry 
later became a symbol.”
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As average temperatures 
increase and heat waves strike 
the United States, the heat 
stress on farmworkers is get-
ting worse.

US agricultural workers, who 
have long been vulnerable to heat 
eff ects, are facing increased health 
risks as global climate warms.

The summer of 2023 has 
broken records for heat in many 
regions across the United States. 
Heat-related fatalities have far 
outnumbered other weather-related 
deaths, and this is especially true 
for farmworkers who toil away for 
hours outdoors.

The latest heat-related death 
was reported last month in Fresno, 
California, where a 59-year-old 
worker suff ered heat illness symp-
toms while harvesting tomatillos 
in the fi elds.

On the day of his death, the 
temperatures reached 37.8 degrees 
Celsius, according to the National 
Weather Service. Before that, the 
area was in the grip of [Fahrenheit] 
triple-digit heat that prompted a 
hazard alert from the California 
Division of Occupational Safety 
and Health.

The United Farm Workers, a 
labor union for agricultural work-
ers, blamed the death on working 
in extreme heat. As average tem-
peratures increase and heat waves 
strike the state, the heat stress on 
farmworkers is getting worse.

Farmworkers are especially 
vulnerable to heat stress due to 
the strenuous nature of their work, 
which is performed primarily out-
doors under poor working condi-
tions, researchers noted in a 2022 
study published by medical journal 
Frontiers in Public Health.

“The combined eff ect of the 
metabolic heat produced internally 
from heavy physical activity and the 
external heat from the surrounding 
environment contributes to the high 
risk of heat stress among workers,” 
the study said.

Due to the continuous rise of 
global temperatures and heatwaves 
worldwide as a result of climate 

change, concerns for the health and 
safety of working populations have 
increased, and farmworkers are left 
particularly vulnerable.

As a result, farmworkers are 35 
times more likely to die from heat 
exposure than workers in other 
sectors, according to the National 
Institutes of Health.

Over a six-year period, 121 
workers in the Midwestern United 
States lost their lives due to expo-
sure to severe environmental heat. 
One-fi fth of these fatalities were 
individuals employed in the agri-
cultural sector, according to an 
Investigate Midwest analysis of 
Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration (OSHA)’s data.

From 2017 to 2022, agriculture 
has been the sector with the third-
highest number of deaths related to 
heat exposure, according to OSHA 
fatality inspection data.

Workers from vulnerable 
groups are also more likely to be 
exposed to extreme weather con-
ditions caused by climate change, 
said experts. In the United States, 
farmworkers are mostly immigrants 
who work long hours with low pay.

“Outdoor, low-wage labourers 
whose work might get cancelled 
by weather impacts can’t neces-
sarily bear many days without 
pay, and people might continue to 
work because of fi nancial needs,” 
Michele Barry, senior associate 
dean of global health at Stanford 
University, said in a 2022 article 
posted on the university’s website.

On the other hand, experts 
identify several protective and 
preventive measures, including 
drinking water, changing work 
hours, wearing appropriate cloth-
ing, and taking breaks in shaded 
or air-conditioned areas.

However, farmworker advocates 
said due to the absence of a federal 
heat regulation, such preventative 
measures are left at the discretion 
of the employers in most states.

Only four states in the United 
States, namely California, Oregon, 
Washington, and Colorado, have 
adopted outdoor workplace heat-
stress standards.

In Arizona, some state lawmak-
ers were calling on Governor Katie 
Hobbs to declare a heat-related 
emergency and to provide addi-
tional cooling, water, and other 
resources for those working outside 
in the heat.

At least 112 federal lawmakers 
have recently signed a letter, push-
ing US President Joe Biden to take 
administrative actions to better 
protect workers from extreme heat 
in workplaces.

Farmworker advocacy groups 
are calling on the administration 
to speed up OSHA’s issuance of a 
rule protecting workers.

OSHA has been working on 
a heat-stress rule since 2021, but 
the process has been slow, and can 
take up to 19 years, according to a 
US Government Accountability 
Offi  ce Report.
Telesur 

SYRIA: The US continues to plunder Syrian oil. The US 
still illegally operates about a dozen military bases in 
Syria, mostly in oil-rich areas of the country east of the 
Euphrates. Syria estimates that its total loss from gas and 
oil theft is over US $100 billion. The government has not 
been able to reestablish control over most of its oil-rich 
territory and its border with Iraq, and the area remains 
under US occupation. Last week, A’ed al-Helali, a mem-
ber of the Fatah Alliance in Iraq’s government, accused 
Washington of continuing its occupation and plundering 
Syrian resources in order to fi nance local terrorists. “The 
US is not wasting money from its own budget, but is trying 
to fi nd other outlets to obtain it in order to fi nance terrorist 
, which is what it is doing with Syrian oil. The presence of 
US forces in the Syrian eastern Euphrates region is sup-
porting these groups,” he said.

SOLOMON ISLANDS: The Solomon Islands have tempo-
rarily banned visits by foreign diplomats for two months, 
starting from the middle of September. The two-month 
ban on visits comes at ‘a crucial time for the government’ 
as offi cials are fi nalising the national budget. After signing 
a security pact with China last year, the Solomon Islands 
has seen an infl ux of diplomats from Australia, the US, 
Britain, Japan, Saudi Arabia and China. Pacifi c island 
nations which happen to be in strategically important 
waterways have become the focus of attention and rival-
ry between the US and China. No wonder the authorities 
there want to concentrate on their domestic issues with-
out any outside interference! However, in case of a natural 
disaster or a similar event the ban will be lifted.

JAPAN: About 150 Japanese residents fi led a lawsuit to 
stop further release of treated water from Fukusima nucle-
ar power plant. The lawsuit, fi led against the Japanese 
government and the plant’s operator (TEPCO), claims that 
the release of treated water undermines citizens’ right to 
live safely and threatens the operation of local fi sheries. 
Japan began dumping waste water from the Fukushima 
nuclear power plant on 24th August despite strong oppo-
sition from China and other countries in the region. China 
responded to the discharge of what it called ‘contaminat-
ed’ water by suspending seafood imports from Japan.

BRITAIN: Hundreds of people in England and Wales 
gathered last weekend to mark the 50th anniversary of the 
military coup in Chile. Thousands of Chileans were mur-
dered when the democratically elected president Salvador 
Allende was overthrown by the military junta of General 
Pinochet, assisted by the CIA. Similar events took place in 
many other countries as well.

Global Briefs

Photo: Lance Cheung (USDA) – fl ickr.com (public domain).

International

Climate change 
imperils US 
farmworkers

Japan: All workers have 
the right to strike

A UA Zensen (Union Alliance) affi  liated labor 
union of the major department store operator 
Sogo-Seibu went on strike on 31st August at 
the Seibu fl agship store in Tokyo.

Union members protested against the planned 
selling of department stores to another company 
without a guarantee of business continuation. They 
demanded that their jobs be protected.

Regardless of trade union affi  liations or political 
beliefs, many labor unions, various organis ations, and 
concerned consumers supported the strike in solidarity.

Article 28 of the Japanese Constitution stipulates, 
‘The right of workers to organize and to bargain and 
act collectively is guaranteed.’

Since workers suspend their services all at once, 
a strike causes a signifi cant impact on many people’s 
lives and economic activities. Nevertheless, the Con-
stitution guarantees the right to strike. It is because 
workers in a capitalist society are placed in the posi-
tion of being subservient to capitalists, and therefore 
it is essential for workers to take industrial action or 
go on strike in order to improve their working con-
ditions to get their fair share in wages and benefi ts. 

The right to strike itself is a right which workers of 
the world won through struggle.

A strike is the most powerful negotiation tool for 
workers. For this reason, business leaders in coop-
eration with the Japanese government try hard to 
intervene in the trade union movement and to prevent 
strikes from taking place. The number of strikes has 
continued to decline since its peak of 10,462 strikes 
in 1974 in Japan. Only 270 strikes took place in 2022.

Affi  liated with the National Confederation of 
Trade Unions (Zenroren) or backed by the People’s 
Spring Struggle Joint Committee, in the latest spring 
wage off ensive, 1529 unions established the right to 
go on strike, and 341 unions actually went on strike 
405 times.

Only with a united eff ort of workers can they 
achieve momentum to increase their wages, shorten 
their working hours, improve their working condi-
tions, and maintain their jobs. Strikes, if fl ourishing 
nationwide, will open up new avenues which meet 
many workers’ demands.
Japan Press Weekly 

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA STOP USA 
BLOCKADE BLOCKADE 
ON CUBAON CUBA

Join us in Sydney to demand that the USA Join us in Sydney to demand that the USA 
stops the blockade on Cuba with the right stops the blockade on Cuba with the right 

to self determinationto self determination

Also stop Venezuela & Gaza blockadesAlso stop Venezuela & Gaza blockades

4:15 pm Tuesday 17th October
50 Miller Street North Sydney
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Ukraine: The US and crimes against humanity
William Briggs

The news that the United States 
is shipping depleted uranium 
(DU) munitions to Ukraine is a 
war crime in the making. The 
proxy war being fought by the 
US, NATO, and their collective 
allies, including Australia, has 
shown that it is prepared to 
fi ght to the last Ukrainian. The 
use of DU weapons sharpens 
that claim. Those that escape 
the missiles and bombs will 
face long-term health prob-
lems and early death. 

The government of the UK has 
already sent DU shells to Ukraine. 

Repeated UN General Assembly 
resolutions have expressed serious 
concern about their use. The USA, 
France, Britain, and Israel are the 
only countries not to support the 
UN resolutions, despite the repug-
nant nature and purpose of the 

weapons. The warmonger nations 
point to the effi  cacy of these muni-
tions and to their armour piercing 
capabilities. They are quiet about 
the eff ects on civilians who must 
live with the aftermath.

There is no formal treaty 
banning their use. In 2006, long 
before the West chose to engage 
in this proxy war, the parliament 
of the European Union called for 
a moratorium on their use and for 
the introduction of a total ban. That 
same parliament now seems content 
to allow their use in Europe.

The evidence of the criminality 
of using these weapons is there for 
all to see. After their widespread use 
in the Iraq war, the rate of leukae-
mia in children rose by 60 per cent. 
DU munitions have been linked 
to a sharp increase in the rates of 
breast cancer and lymphoma. There 
is evidence of a signifi cant rise in 
birth defects following the Gulf War 

as well as kidney failure, lung dis-
ease, reproductive problems, and 
nervous system disorders.

The United States military 
have used these weapons in the 
Gulf War, in Bosnia, in Iraq and in 
Syria, each time with horrendous 
outcomes. Now they are to be used 
in Ukraine. The US and its allies 
know what they are doing and what 
sort of weapons they are dealing 
with. Recent history is there in all 
its bald horror. However, as Doug 
Weir, research and policy director 
at the UK-based Confl ict and Envi-
ronment Observatory, makes clear, 
“It comes down to military utility 
… militaries believe they have to 
use this weapon because it’s the 
best possible weapon for defeat-
ing enemy armour, and any other 
considerations are secondary.”

“All other considerations are 
secondary.” He is right. It matters 
not in the strategic thinking of the 

US and Pentagon, how many inno-
cent lives are destroyed, so long as 
‘victory’ is achieved. So much easier 
to airbrush away those lives if they 
are a continent away.

Such thinking makes the Kyiv 
regime complicit in the crime. The 
Ukrainian army will, in all likeli-
hood be using these shells against 
targets inside territory it declares 
to be Ukrainian. The targets will be 
Russian armour inside Donbas and 
Luhansk. The civilian populations 
of these regions, rather than being 
‘liberated’ by Ukrainian forces will 
become additional statistics in the 
already long line of cancer patients, 
and those facing early deaths. 
Zelensky seems unfazed by such 
considerations.

What comes next, in this war 
by proxy remains to be seen. What 
has happened is that any pretence 
at occupying a moral high ground, 
that the Americans and the allies 

might have wished for is gone. Any 
pretence that Zelensky is fi ghting 
for his people is shown to be just 
that; pretence.

The Russian embassy in Wash-
ington reminded the world that 
the USA ‘is fully aware of the 
consequences: explosions of such 
munitions result in the formation of 
a moving radioactive cloud. Small 
particles of uranium settle in the 
respiratory tract, lungs, oesopha-
gus, accumulate in kidneys and 
liver, cause cancer and lead to the 
inhibition of the whole organism’s 
functions.’

The statement from the Rus-
sian embassy is a statement of fact.  
They also described the shipment 
of these weapons as ‘an indicator 
of inhumanity.’ It is a view that is 
hard to argue against. 

Centre-left win in Guatemala
Graham Holton

Nearly seventy years after the CIA-backed 
coup in 1954, the Left has fi nally won 
the presidency in Guatemala. Bernardo 
Arévalo, of the centre-left Movimiento 
Semilla (Seed Movement), has pledged 
to invest billions in public education and 
public healthcare.

Arévalo defeated former First Lady Sandra 
Torres of the UNE (National Unity of Hope) 
party, 58 per cent to 37 per cent. Arévalo, the 
son of former president Juan José Arévalo 
campaigned against endemic corruption, rising 
violence, food insecurity, widespread poverty, 
and the erosion of democracy. 

News of the Semilla victory saw scenes of 
jubilation and fl ag fl ying in the streets, in what 
is now called the ‘democratic spring.’ Arévalo 
vowed to “purge institutions co-opted by the 
corrupt” and to return justice to Guatemala, 
following scores of prosecutors, judges and 
journalists fl eeing the country.  

Guatemalans fl ocked to public squares 
waving the national fl ag and setting off  fi re-
works. Chanting “Sí se pudo,” or “Yes, we 
could,” and singing the national anthem, they 
celebrated their victory. “We are going towards 
a new spring,” said Arévalo. “No one can pre-
vent the will of the people of Guatemala.” The 
slogan ‘Nadie nos vió venir’ (nobody saw us 
coming) has appeared on social media sup-
porting Semilla.

Arévalo was confi rmed the winner of Gua-
temala’s presidential election by the country’s 
Supreme Electoral Tribunal, the same day the 
electoral registry ordered a temporary suspen-
sion of the party’s legal registration. It follows 
an investigation into Semilla by the attorney 
general’s offi  ce for alleged irregularities in the 
gathering of signatures for the party’s forma-
tion. Arévalo appealed the decision: “As of this 
moment, no one can stop me from taking offi  ce 
on 14th January.” The case will be taken to the 
Supreme Electoral Tribunal which outranks the 
electoral registry.

US Secretary of State, Antony Blinken 
congratulated Arévalo, saying the US remains 
“concerned with continued actions by those 
who seek to undermine Guatemala’s democ-
racy.” The Organization of American States 
(OAS) and the UN Secretary-General, António 
Guterres, also expressed concerns. At a press 
conference Arévalo called on the public, “to 
unite to defeat the coup forces that intend to 
keep us submerged in corruption, impunity 
and poverty.” 

RIGHT WING THREATS
Torres and her UNE party have not conceded 

defeat. Under former president Alejandro Giam-
mattei (2020 to 2023), the military, assisted 
by several right-wing parties, seized ballot 
boxes by force, raising fears of election theft 
and ballot destruction. Criminal groups have 

threatened to prevent Arévalo from assuming 
the presidency. 

This is a threat worth taking seriously. For 
years political parties, backed by wealthy elites 
and organised crime, coopted state institutions 
and weakened the judicial system. Consuelo 
Porras, the former attorney general, was sanc-
tioned by the US for participating in corruption 
and undermining democracy.

The Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights (IACHR) has called for protective meas-
ures for Arévalo and vice president-elect Karin 
Herrera after a plausible assassination plot 
against them was discovered. As one commen-
tator has written, the threats ‘from Guatemala’s 
ruling elite, both through political lawfare and 
through physical violence, demonstrate both the 
tenacity of existing power structures and the 
immense promise of Semilla’s growing coalition.’ 

Leading up to the election, Claudia Gonzalez, 
a lawyer, was arrested and facing charges of 
abuse of authority when she served with the 
International Commission against Impunity 
in Guatemala (CICIG). 

CICIG, set up by agreement with the UN, 
was charged with investigating and prosecuting 
serious crimes in Guatemala. CICIG investiga-
tions led to President Otto Pérez Molina (2012 
to 2015) being imprisoned. In 2019 President 
Jimmy Morales opposed CICIG after it revealed 
massive corruption in his party, the National 
Convergence Front. According to the Interna-
tional Crisis Group, CICIG contributed to the 
reduction of Guatemala’s homicide rate from 
45.1 per 100,000 in 2009 to 26.1 per 100,000 
in 2017.

US INTERVENTION
Blinken’s concern for democracy rings 

hollow against the background of Guatemala’s 
history. In 1944 a coalition of the urban and 
rural sectors of the working class ousted dic-
tator Jorge Ubico. Under President Juan Jose 
Arévalo, Bernardo Arévalo’s father, the PAR 
(Revolutionary Action Party) enforced labour 
reforms and a new constitution. In 1951 Jacobo 
Árbenz instituted land reforms for landless 
peasants. A lot of that land – 42 per cent of 
Guatemala – had been owned by US company 
the United Fruit Company. 

Following a complaint from the CEO of 
United Fruit US President Harry Truman 
authorized the CIA to overthrow the Árbenz 
government, by any means necessary, ending 
in the coup of 18 June 1954. The CIA replaced 
Arbenz with the dictator, Colonel Carlos Castillo 
Armas. The resulting 36-year civil war ended 
with 200,000 people murdered and a million 
refugees. 83 percent of casualties were indig-
enous Maya and over 90 percent of human 
rights violations were committed by the state 
military or paramilitary. 

Guatemala’s present problems stem from 
the aftermath of the 1954 coup and years of 
Right-wing violence and corruption. 

Bernardo Arévalo. Photo: Javier Arango – Creative Commons (CC BY-SA 4.0).

Blinken’s concern for 
democracy rings hollow 

against Guatemalan 
history.
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Graham Holton

On 9th September the DPRK 
(Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea) celebrated 75 years 
since its founding under Kim 
Il Sung, the general secretary 
of the Korean Workers’ Party. 
At Pyongyang’s Kim Il Sung 
Square, General Secretary 
Kim Jong Un and his young 
daughter watched the military 
parade, waving to the massive 
jubilant crowd below. A Rus-
sian military song-and-dance 
ensemble and offi  cials from 
Beijing were in attendance.

The Soviet Union was the fi rst 
country to recognise the DPRK. 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
said their countries would “con-
tinue to strengthen bilateral ties 
on all fronts,” a relationship based 
“on the principles of friendship, 
good neighbourliness and mutual 
respect.” Putin sent a letter to 
Kim announcing the expansion of 
bilateral ties, ensuring security and 
stability in the Korean peninsula 
and Northeast Asia. Kim has since  
traveled to Vladivostok, Russia to 
discuss the war in Ukraine. 

President Xi Jinping extended 
China’s congratulations to Kim Jong 
Un and sent a letter expressing his 
willingness to strengthen strategic 
communication and working-level 
cooperation. A Chinese delegation 
led by Vice Premier Liu Guozhong 
of the Politburo of the CPC (Com-
munist Party of China) attended 
the parade to meet with Kim. China 
opposes the planned UN Security 
Council meeting on alleged human 
rights abuses in the DPRK, as it 
will only “intensify confrontation 
and antagonism.” North Korea has 
repeatedly rejected accusations of 
abuses and blames sanctions for its 
dire humanitarian situation. 

In July, Li Hongzhong, member 
of the Political Bureau of the CPC 
Central Committee, visited the 
DPRK and handed a letter from Xi.  
The Chinese People’s Volunteers, 
together with the people and army 
of DPRK, achieved a great victory 
during the Korean War in resist-
ing US aggression and aiding the 
DPRK, forging a great friendship 
bound by blood. 

In 1910 Japan annexed the 
Korean peninsula, with the Koreans 
suff ering 35 years of brutal treat-
ment and massacres. After World 
War II the US divided the Korean 
Peninsula along the 38th Parallel, 
with the US supporting the ROK 
(Republic of Korea). In 1949 Kim 

Il Sung became party chairman of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea. During 
the Korean War (1950 to 1953) the 
US bombed every town and city in 
the country. 

After the US imposed a near 
total economic embargo in June 
1950, Juche or self-reliance, was 
introduced during the fi rst Three 
Year Plan (1954–1956). It was fol-
lowed by the fi rst Five Year Plan 
(1957-1961), consolidating agricul-
tural collectivization and building 
a thriving industrialised socialist 
economy. In 1960 Che Guevara, 
Cuba’s government minister, visited 
the DPRK, proclaiming it a model 
for Cuba to follow. The DPRK gov-
ernment assisted African nations 
fi ghting for their independence 
from European colonial powers, 
an act which is still acknowledged 
gratefully by those nations’ leaders.

After the DPRK’s fi rst nuclear 
test in 2006, the UN Security 
Council passed Resolution 1718, 
allowing the US Department of 
Commerce to prohibit the export 
of military dual-use and missile-
related technology to the DPRK. 
US economic assistance, other than 
purely humanitarian assistance, was 
prohibited. DPRK assets in other 
countries remain largely frozen.

In 2017, the DPRK tested the 
Hwasong-15, an intercontinental 
ballistic missile (ICBM) capable of 
striking the USA. The UN imple-
mented resolutions limiting crude 
oil and refi ned petroleum product 
imports to 500,000 barrels per 
year; banned the export of food, 

machinery and electrical equip-
ment; stopped its employment of 
foreign IT personnel; forbade all 
exports of coal, iron, lead, seafood, 
and textiles; and banned corpo-
rate joint ventures. The resolution 
authorised UN member states to 
seize and inspect any vessel found 
to be illicitly providing oil, or other 
prohibited products, to the DPRK. 

Having witnessed what the 
US did to Iraq, Libya, and Syria, 
countries which did not possess 
nuclear weapons, the DPRK strives 
for an eff ective nuclear defence to 
prevent a US and ROK invasion. 
Recently Pyongyang announced it 
had a submarine capable of launch-
ing nuclear weapons. According to 
the BBC, it is a Soviet-era Romeo-
class submarine modifi ed to carry 
shorter-range submarine-launched 
cruise missiles (SLCM) that would 
be able to strike Guam or Alaska 
following a US attack.

Although an armistice was 
signed in 1953, there has never been 
a peace treaty. Australia is techni-
cally still at war with the DPRK. 
Australia has imposed sanctions 
on the DPRK since August 2017. 
The Australian Defence Force peri-
odically deploys ships and aircraft, 
through Operation Argos, to enforce 
its sanctions outside the DPRK’s 
territorial waters.

Australia must take a leading 
stand and remove its sanctions 
and allow the DPRK to re-open its 
embassy in Canberra. 

International

Parade on the Kim Il Sung Square. 
Photo: www.j-pics.info – fl ickr.com (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0)
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Will Labor’s bill help working women?
E Lennon
Workplace relations minister, Tony Burke, has tabled a bill 
aimed at tackling several issues faced by workers including 
wage theft and the gig economy, as well as casual workers’ 
rights and stopping family violence discrimination. (see page 
1, this issue)

While Labor promotes the bill, the question remains whether 
it will go far enough to create meaningful reform and improve-
ments for workers. More than this, whether or not it will 
advance the rights and protections for working women, many 
of whom are in precarious and exploitative casual jobs.

Featured in the bill is legislation to stop employers from dis-
criminating against employees who have experienced or are 
experiencing domestic or family violence. While this is an 
important part of the bill and needs to be passed, it’s also 
important to consider the other parts of the whole.

The minister took to the fl oor of the House of Representatives 
and boasted of workers earning $10 a day more because of 
Labor and how the party has fought for aged care workers. 
Minister Burke also spoke on the further reform needed to pro-
tect workers.

“But there are many workers who this still isn’t reaching. 
Workers it’s not reaching because there are loopholes their 
employers are using to make sure they don’t even get the min-
imum standards,” said minister Burke.

However, while the minister lambasted the opposition dur-
ing his speech, he overlooked Labor’s own responsibility in 
degrading and eroding workers’ rights. 

It’s all well and good for Minister Burke to try and make 
Labor out to be a beacon of working-class advocacy, howev-
er, this bill is a drop in the ocean compared to the decades 
of anti-worker and neoliberal legislation enabled by its Hawke 
government in the 1980s.

The gig economy that neoliberal economic policies have cre-
ated is built on the backs of migrants, including many migrant 
women. Gig workers have low bargaining power, little agency 
over their work, and receive less pay than their counterparts 
outside of digital platform work.

Minister Burke’s bill will mean these workers can apply to 
the Fair Work Commission for minimum standards. This will 
include amongst other issues pay, penalty rates, and the abil-
ity to push back against being ‘deactivated’ from platforms. 
While this will help workers if passed, it ignores fundamental 
questions of substantial regulation and whether or not the gig 
economy should be a feature of Australian work and econom-
ics in the fi rst place. 

Many of the workers affected may also not be in a position to 
advocate for themselves even if the law enables them to take 
their issues to the Fair Work Commission. 

The same questions can be asked of the bill’s proposals on 
casual work. While it’s important that the bill will allow workers 
to convert to full-time work more easily if they choose, casual 
loading at the expense of sick and holiday pay may still be an 
attractive option for many. Workers should not have to choose 
between adequate pay and job security.

Half the Sky
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Diane Abbott

It has become widely understood that 
there will now be a renewed stationing 
of US nuclear weapons on British soil.

There are multiple reasons for opposing 
this plan, not least on the grounds of democ-
racy. But the most important reason is that 
at a time of increased confl ict in Europe, 
stationing nuclear weapons in Britain and 
other European countries makes us more 
vulnerable to attack, not less.

How this US decision came to light is 
itself instructive about the entire process. 
It was revealed by scientists and campaign-
ers and has only recently been aired in the 
British press.

In eff ect, the US Congress has been indi-
rectly informed of the decision because of 
the federal government’s budget requests for 
‘surety dormitories,’ which are understood to 
mean accommodation for services person-
nel tasked with protecting nuclear weapons.

But for a government that has made 
such a hue and cry about the need to protect 
Britain’s sovereignty, no such information 
has been provided to the British Parliament.

The government has no plans to off er a 
debate on the issue and it is highly likely that 
their stock response to all inquiries is that it 
is not their policy to comment on matters of 
national security.

But we do not need commentary. We 
need accountability.

Rishi Sunak came to offi  ce, unelected, 
promising both greater transparency and 
accountability. There could hardly be a more 
serious matter on which both were needed.

Yet the implementation of US policy in 
this sphere has been shrouded in British 
secrecy. It is a complete indictment of this 
government that the US Congress knows 
more about the deployment of nuclear mis-
siles here than the British Parliament.

The intention is to locate the new nuclear 
weapons at Lakenheath in Suff olk.

Like many others it is labelled an RAF 
base but is in fact wholly controlled and 
run by US military personnel and under its 
command. To all intents and purposes it is 
a US Air Force base.

This means the base is eff ectively a part 
of the US military and nuclear network, not 
a British one.

If there are no objections raised, it will 
mean that Britain is once again a forward 
nuclear base for the US in Europe.

The consequence that Britain becomes 

a crucial target in any US confl ict in which 
nuclear weapons are used, or even threat-
ened. It cannot possibly add to our safety.

All of this is taking place at a time of the 
most sustained fi ghting in Europe since the 
end of the second world war.

Lakenheath will be home to a new, laser-
guided nuclear bomb, along with bases in 
fi ve other European countries.

This is a recipe for escalation of current 
and future confl icts, with potentially disas-
trous consequences.

Clearly, deployment of US nuclear weap-
ons in a number of European countries risks 
further escalation of weaponry and of ten-
sions on both sides.

The traditional claims that nuclear weap-
ons aid our security, that they are somehow a 
‘nuclear umbrella,’ have little merit. Nuclear 
weapons are wholly off ensive weapons.

The claims that they are somehow a 
deterrent to wars in Europe and many other 
parts of the world are equally specious. If the 
deterrent argument were really valid then 
logically we should advocate their adoption 
by all countries. It is clearly a nonsense.

Instead, the nuclear powers and others 
struggle to limit the greater deployment of 
nukes, and Britain among others is a signa-
tory to nuclear non-proliferation treaties.

If ‘rogue states’ should not be allowed 
to possess nuclear weapons and all nuclear 
weapons powers should reduce them, which 
Britain has signed up to, how is it justifi able 
to increase US nukes here?

The deployment clearly undermines 
our safety. It does not add to it. This under-
pinned the fi nding of a very recent YouGov 
poll at the end of August. Just 23 per cent 
of voters support the deployment and 59 
per cent oppose.

This overwhelming popular opposition 
to US nukes in Britain simply reinforces how 
undemocratic the decision-making process 
has been.

Either the government and its support-
ers have completely ignored public opinion 
on this vital matter. Or the US has simply 
dictated its decision to its European allies. 
Or perhaps some combination of the two.

In any event, the British public should 
be informed of these plans, and off ered the 
obvious alternative.

That alternative is the progressive 
denuclearisation of British military and for-
eign policy. The overwhelming majority of 
countries in the world do not have nuclear 
weapons. Yet the idea that they are more at 

risk than this country is plainly ridiculous. 
Their populations are safer without them.

I know there are many in the labour 
movement who simply see jobs and pay 
when weapons deployment or manufactur-
ing are considered. But it was that type of 
short-term thinking that ultimately led to 
the fi rst world war.

Deploying these weapons will not create 
jobs in this country. Instead, they make us 
all much more vulnerable.

In any case CND (Committee for Nuclear 
Disamament) and others have shown on 
many occasions that money wasted on weap-
onry is the least jobs-rich type of investment 
of all. The same money could be far better 
spent in other areas, where there are also 
social benefi ts, such as health, education, 
housing or infrastructure and transport.

CND and others have already begun to 
campaign against this deployment. They 
deserve to be joined by many more, espe-
cially in the labour movement.

The decision to deploy US nuclear weap-
ons is a very dangerous one. It seems most 
likely that it was made in the US. It has cer-
tainly only been disclosed there.

New nuclear weapons at Laken heath 
risk further escalation of threat and counter-
measure, when we are already deeply involved 
in war in Europe.

The British government has not been 
straight with the British people. These types 
of decisions are of the utmost seriousness. 
Yet ministers want to hide behind a cloak 
of secrecy.

The reason for secrecy is that this deci-
sion benefi ts the US, while putting people 
in this country at greater risk.

It is no surprise that it is extremely 
unpopular with the British people. 
Diane Abbott is a British MP
Morning Star 
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UK: No to US nukes

Israeli spy chief admits apartheid
The former head of Israel’s 
Mossad intelligence agency 
said on 6th September that 
Israel is enforcing an apart-
heid system in the occupied 
West Bank. Tamir Pardo joins 
a growing list of retired offi  -
cials to have concluded that 
Israel’s treatment of Palestin-
ians in the occupied West Bank 
amounts to apartheid, a ref-
erence to the system of racial 
separation in South Africa that 
ended in 1994.

Leading rights groups in Israel 
and abroad and Palestinians have 
accused Israel and its 56-year 
occupation of the West Bank of 
morphing into an apartheid system 
that they say gives Palestinians 
second-class status and is designed 
to maintain Jewish hegemony from 
the Jordan River to the Mediter-
ranean Sea.

A handful of former Israeli 
leaders, diplomats, and security 
offi  cials have warned that Israel 
risks becoming an apartheid state, 

but Pardo’s language was even 
more blunt.

He said: “There is an apartheid 
state here. In a territory where two 
people are judged under two legal 
systems, that is an apartheid state.”

Given Pardo’s background, the 
comments carry special weight in 
security-obsessed Israel. Pardo, who 
served as head of Israel’s clandes-
tine spy agency from 2011 to 2016, 
wouldn’t say if he held the same 
beliefs while heading the Mossad.

Pardo said Israeli citizens can 

get into a car and drive wherever 
they want, excluding the blockaded 
Gaza Strip, but that Palestinians 
can’t drive everywhere.

He said that his views on the 
system in the West Bank were “not 
extreme.” Apartheid, he declared, 
“is a fact.”

Israelis are barred from enter-
ing Palestinian areas of the West 
Bank, but can drive across Israel 
and throughout the 60 per cent of 
the West Bank that Israel occupies. 
Palestinians need permission from 

Israel to enter the country and 
often must pass through military 
checkpoints to move within the 
West Bank.

Israel rejects any allegation of 
apartheid and says its own Arab 
citizens enjoy equal rights.
Morning Star 


