Marcus Browning

In an important win for union mem-
bers, the High Court of Australia last
week ruled that Qantas’ sacking of
1700 ground and baggage workers was
illegal. The case was brought by the
Transport Workers Union (TWU) in a
long legal battle in which two Federal
Court rulings found that Qantas’ out-
sourcing of jobs during the pandemic
breached the Fair Work Act, and was
motivated by a desire to avoid enter-
prise bargaining and protected indus-
trial action.

Since the airline’s mass sacking of work-
ers, the Australian Competition and Con-
sumer Commission reported that complaints
about Qantas and their services soared by
68 per cent in 2022.

Despite pocketing $2.7 billion in taxpay-
er-funded subsidies during the pandemic and
recording pre-tax profits of $2.5 billion in
the last financial year, Qantas aggressively
fought to not reinstate the workers, claiming
they would sack them again.

Qantas has been the poster child of
exploiting loopholes to outsource jobs and
suppress the wages and conditions of its
workers; it has laid the scene for the coming
storm in which the major employers intend
to smash campaigns for wages and other
gains by organised labour.

The ACTU welcomed the High Court
judgement and congratulated the TWU for
standing up for its members.

“Today is a huge victory for the workers,”
said ACTU Secretary Sally McManus. “The
court of public opinion had already delivered
their judgement on Qantas’ disrespect to
their customers and their workforce. Now the
High Court of Australia has confirmed that
Qantas illegally sacked 1700 workers, doing
untold damage to them and their families.”

It is some justice for the 1700 Qantas
workers’ families whose union stood with
them through thick and thin. Being in a
union meant they had the resources to take
on Qantas.

“Qantas has created and used every loop-
hole to exploit the system,” said McManus.
“Whilst this is one victory, this behaviour
will not be stopped unless the Parliament
passes the Closing Loopholes Bill. This
Bill gives workers greater job security and
stops companies like Qantas from gaming
the system.”

Qantas received a huge amount of public
financial support during the pandemic, and
in return stripped rights and wages from
employees and hollowed out services to
maximise profits and executive bonuses.

Under Alan Joyce, Qantas became an
industry leader in using the system to fill
executive pockets with public money. This is a
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company that took $856 million in JobKeeper
during the pandemic, but has continued to
cut pay, jobs, and services.

In 2020 Qantas workers, including those
battling cancer and heart disease, were
blocked from accessing accrued sick leave
after a Federal Court ruling.

The ruling barred workers from access-
ing sick leave after Qantas stood them down
at the beginning of the pandemic. Some
workers were forced to accept redundan-
cies during this period in order to pay
medical bills.

Qantas had previously been found to have
misused and underpaid the JobKeeper wage
subsidy while at the same time attempting
to outsource all baggage handling, ramp
workers, and cleaning jobs.

At the time, Alan Joyce was the highest
paid CEO in Australia, and the highest paid
airline executive anywhere in the world.

The workers were doubly disadvantaged,
being stood down and also unable to pursue
work elsewhere due to illness: forced take
a redundancy to cover medical bills, and
during a pandemic.

Qantas attacked its workforce at every
turn during the pandemic crisis.

UNITY IN STRUGGLE

This dispute — and its forerunners such
as the wharfies and their union the MUA in
the 1998 battle for the waterfront — demon-
strates the need for unity in struggle; workers
would not be able to organise trade unions
and win strikes without it.

There are growing numbers of casual,
temporary, and part-time workers.

There are growing numbers of perma-
nently unemployed workers.

The great majority of those who are
working live in a state of daily dread that
the company they work for will make a cold-
blooded decision to downsize their jobs, and
with it their homes and their future.

With unity in struggle the labour and
people’s movements can win.

Trade unions and the workers’ move-
ment are based on the common collective
and community interests of all workers. It
was the realisation of these common interests
that brought trade unions into existence in
the first place.

Before that, individual workers were
pitted against one another. There was a
master-servant relationship between worker
and employer. Every worker was alone and
this was a very unequal contest.

Historically, before trade unions came
into existence there had been collective
actions by people to throw off oppression
— the slave revolts of ancient Rome and
the peasant uprisings of Britain, Germany,
China, and many other countries.

It was inevitable, as the new working
class came into existence with the emer-
gence of capitalism, that workers would also
band together. This gave the working people
much more strength in the struggle for their
common interests against their employers.

Employers have always regarded the act
of workers coming together with fear and as
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a crime. There were bitter struggles in the
19th century as workers tried to form trade
unions. But inevitably the demand for joint
action in support of commonly held interests
triumphed.

The Qantas offensive is a glimpse of the
anti-worker state — the laws of governments,
the courts to enforce the laws, the police to
protect the employer interests, and when
even this fails, the army is moved in. Let it
be recalled that the army has been used in
Australia — by a Labor governments during
the miners’ strike in 1949, and later in the
airlines dispute in 1989.

Employers want to return to the days
when there were no unions to challenge the
power and interests of capital. The way to
do this is to exclude unions and eliminate
any form of collective action.

Employers are even prepared to pay a
price by offering a higher wage to some,
provided the worker resigns from his/her
union. Initially it might be higher wages for
those who sign up, while others lose their
jobs. Individual contracts leave workers
on their own with no one to defend them
as wages are later reduced, hours of work
extended, holidays cancelled, health and
safety measures abandoned.

The collective power of workers united
is always a threat to the interests of capital.
Capitalists know that their profits come from
the exploitation of the labour of workers. The
more they can reduce the wages and other
provisions going to workers, the higher their
profits. &
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Don’t be fooled
by elites

Elites are in the news again.

Jacinta Nampijinpa Price says she doesn’t want
elites telling her what to do, although since she’s
happy to do the bidding of Rupert Murdoch and
Peter Dutton without being asked, maybe some elites
have it easier than others. Warren Mundine has said
that the Voice is a “power grab by academics in the
Indigenous elite.” Who are these ‘elites’? Is Price
right?

Mundine has spent his adult life trying to enter
the political ‘elite.”’ Does he have a point?

Elite is a good thing if it’s applied to athletes. An
elite athlete has natural ability and has worked hard
to use it at a high level of the sport. We might gripe
about how much they’ve been paid, but the basic
feeling is that they’ve got to where they are by using
what they’ve got well, so that gets respected.

The usual response to lazy comments like Price
and Mundine’s is to say that they’re wrong, because
they’re richer than the ‘elites’ they try to frighten
us with. Price is a Senator. Mundine is a wealthy
political figure married to a corporate lawyer. Both
of them are in the news a lot. They’re enjoying a lot
of attention while they campaign against something
which can only help Indigenous self-determination. If
the bad kind of ‘elite’ has wealth and a media profile,
Price and Mundine are elites. Lachlan Murdoch, who
likes to complain about those bossy elites, has more
money and power than Mundine, Price, and Dutton
put together.

There are even ‘mask off’ moments when those
with real power just admit that ‘elite’ really just
means ‘left wing and educated’.

So far, so predictable, but there’s a deeper issue
here. If all we do is point out the hypocrisy of the
wealthy, famous and powerful calling logistics work-
ers who support the Voice ‘elites,” we’re overlooking
class differences. We’re accepting the division of the
world into two sorts of people, and just disagreeing
about who’s in which group. It’s not enough to point
out that Lachlan Murdoch is rolling in money, or
that the 80 per cent of Indigenous people polled who
disagree with Price about the Voice are, for the most
part, less well-off than she is.

People who complain about elites confuse charac-
ter with class. Teachers and bus drivers don’t make
common cause on issues like union rights or the
Voice by coincidence, or even because they’re nice
people. They are in a class called the proletariat and
they recognise the common interests that members
of that class have. The likes of Lachlan Murdoch
aren’t just a snooty elite. They’re capitalists, regard-
less of their character, and they act in the interests
of their class.

When people call you ‘elite’ in a negative way,
they’re not just putting you in the wrong box, they’re
deliberately being wrong about the class system.
Don’t be fooled. Classes exist. You’re in one. Blaming
‘elites’ is a distraction tactic to make working people
support the capitalists’ agenda.

The next time Price, Mundine, or Murdoch com-
plain about ‘elites’ remember, we’re not elite. We’re
awake.
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Closing loopholes bill - Part 2

Trade union and
workers’ rights

Anna Pha

Over the decades the rights of trade union del-
egates and trade union officials have been erod-
ed, making it increasingly difficult for them to
represent and organise their members, recruit
new members, and carry out other basic trade
union activities.

The Closing Loopholes Bill takes a number of
steps towards restoring basic trade union rights that
have been eroded over the past 30-40 years. But it
falls far short of what is required. (See page 3 — ‘A
missed opportunity’)

DELEGATES’ RIGHTS

Modern awards (where varied in the future) and
future enterprise agreements will be required to
include a workplace delegates’ rights term. There is
an expectation that modern awards and enterprise
agreements provide greater detail for particular
industries, occupations, or enterprises.

These rights include being able to communicate
with members and potential members as well as rep-
resenting members of their union, and have reason-
able access to the workplace and workplace facilities.
Delegates will have access to paid time, during normal
working hours, for trade union training. Small busi-
nesses are exempt.

Employers must not refuse to deal with a delegate
or unreasonably hinder, obstruct or prevent a delegate
from exercising their rights as a trade union delegate.
As to what constitutes “unreasonably” remains to be
tested. Interestingly, the burden of proof that an action
is not unreasonable is on the employer.

Nor must an employer knowingly or recklessly
make a false or misleading representation to a delegate.

The provisions fail to include paid time to attend
trade union meetings, a right that was removed from
awards by the former Howard Coalition government.

RIGHT OF ENTRY

Entry permits have become weaponised, used to
intimidate union officials attempting to carry out their
responsibilities towards members. All too often they
are suspended or revoked by the courts when organis-
ers have exercised what should be basic trade union
rights such as urging members to walk off the job
when a worker has been killed or over safety issues.

The various breaches of the Fair Work Act (FWA)
that can result in an entry permit being revoked or
suspended are left intact. Financial penalties also
remain an option for breaches of the FWA. The bill
gives the FWC an additional option of imposing con-
ditions on the permit holder if they abuse their rights
— an additional punishment.

At present, for a union official to have a right of
entry to a workplace they must have a valid permit
and normally give an employer 24 hours’ notice. The
bill makes provision for a union to apply to the Fair
Work Commission (FWC) for an exemption certificate
if the FWC reasonably believes that the advance notice
of the entry might result in the destruction, conceal-
ment or alteration of relevant evidence.

The bill enables a union to also obtain an exemp-
tion certificate from the FWC when they reasonably

suspect a member has been or is being underpaid. It
does not apply where non-union members are involved.
This is a weakness, in not only being able to check on
payment of non-members but in a workplace with low
trade union density it identifies who are members.

INDUSTRIAL MANSLAUGHTER

Industrial manslaughter will become a criminal
offence under amendments to the Workplace Health
and Safety (WHS) legislation with individual facing
imprisonment for up to 25 years and companies fines
of up to $18 million.

In the cases involving reckless or criminally neg-
ligent breaches of WHS duties, the maximum impris-
onment will rise from five to 15 years.

There is a high bar to jump before industrial man-
slaughter can be proven in a court of law. This only
applies to where someone responsible intentionally
engages in conduct that breaches their health and
safety duty, causes the death of an individual, and
where they were reckless or negligent as to whether
their conduct would cause that death.

SILICA

Silica is the new asbestos with an increase in sili-
cosis and other silica-related diseases raising the need
for urgent coordinated national action to reduce rates
of disease and provide support to affected workers
and their families.

The bill renames the Asbestos Safety and Eradi-
cation Agency as the Asbestos and Silica Safety and
Eradication Agency and expands its functions to cover
silica dust. The Agency will develop a Silica National
Strategic Plan to coordinate and track the progress of
addressing silica-related diseases and their elimination.
It will support affected workers and their families.

Unfortunately, the bill does not ban work on
engineered stone as called for by the trade union
movement. Instead, it aims to eliminate silica-related
diseases by preventing exposure to silica dust; and
support workers and others affected by silica-related
diseases. Nonetheless it is a positive step forward.

FIRST RESPONDERS

In another move that will benefit first responders
such as firefighters, ambulance officers, and Australian
Federal Police, provisions relating to post-traumatic
stress disorder (PTSD) coverage under the Common-
wealth Safety, Rehabilitation and Compensation Act
will be amended.

The work of first responders who develop PTSD
because of their job will be taken to have contributed
to a significant degree to their PTSD. The onus of proof
is reversed so that the contrary must be established
to deny a claim.

OTHER PROVISIONS

The bill repeals provisions in the FWA that were
introduced by the Coalition making it possible for the
FWC to accept applications for a de-merger ballot
to be made more than five years after the relevant
amalgamation has occurred. It comes with certain
time limitations.

Continued on page 3
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Port Adelaide
for Yes

Unionists and Yes supporters gathered in
the historic Waterside Workers Hall in Port
Adelaide on Thursday, 7th September to show
their solidarity with First Nations Australians
in their endeavours to gain recognition in the
Australian Constitution and a meaningful say
in their affairs through a Voice to Parliament.

Kaurna elder, Michael Kumatpi Marrutya O’Brien,
or ‘Uncle Mickey,” in his welcome to country, called
upon the “spirit people” of the “place of sleep,” Port
Adelaide, to provide a connection to country whereby
giving and sharing, a system of reciprocity, fundamental
to First Nations cultures, would bring well-being to all.

The co-chair of the meeting and SA Unions sec-
retary emphasised how the union movement was
organised to support the Yes vote because of the
unions’ progressive agenda for people to thrive, not
simply survive. It was also stressed that South Australia
could well be a determining state in the referendum.

The first speaker from the First Nations panel,
Kirstie Parker, one of only three Aboriginal people
who have been on the National Press Council, made
clear that the aspirational Uluru statement was a
brief 430 words of hope for “closing the gap” on the
prevailing catastrophic outcomes for First Nations
people on most of the “closing the gap” indicators. A
strategic advisor, Kristie lamented, that, only 10 per
cent of Australians have bothered to read the Uluru
Statement from the Heart and that the No case, was
shrill and shameful, and offered no hope and no heart,
merely supporting those already wielding overwhelm-
ing political power.

Teacher,scholar and artist, Dr Ali Gumillya
Baker of the Unbound Collective, reflected on the
violent history of South Australia’s west coast where
Nungas were shot if they dared enter any white areas
and described how Adelaide alarmingly became the
macabre capital of physical anthropology, as a source
of Aboriginal body parts.

Still today in Australia, Ali explained that there
remains a lack of historical knowledge about Aus-
tralia’s lingering inhumane colonial system, notorious
for its removal and jailing of First Nations children,

accompanied by general over-surveillance of First
Nations people, as Professor Tom Karma has reported,
along with theft of land and unpaid labour, issues that
still remain unaddressed.

The next speaker, the tireless Indigenous Yes vote
campaigner, Thomas Mayo, marvelled at the heartfelt
testimony of the two previous speakers, wondering
how a voice could be denied to “the longest continu-
ing culture on earth,” whose people have staunchly
defended the uniqueness of their heritage despite
genocidal attacks and cultural neglect, bearing in
mind that their most recent voice, the Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Commission, was so abruptly
silenced. Thomas emphasised that that the Voice
was not merely about politics but more about justice
and moving forward in creating a stronger Australia.
Mayo, in expressing his deep gratitude to the mighty
union movement for their support, welcomed Amar
Singh to the meeting as the founder of “Turbans for
Australia.” Amar is touring Australia in a special bus,
advocating for a “Yes Vote.”

Michael O’Brien, paid tribute to his father Uncle
Lewis Yarlupurka O’Brien as the oldest surviving
Kaurna First Nations person, as well as to significant
elders from adjoining nations, including Uncle Major
‘Moogy’ Sumner of the Ngarrindjeri nation and Uncle
Kevin ‘Dookie’ O’Loughlin of the Narungga nation.
In challenging the defunct concept of terra nullius,
“Uncle Mickey” demonstrated in a novel but revealing
way the formidable longevity of First Nations culture
by means of a length of black cord which he invited
an assistant to stretch to the rear of the audience.
This dramatically represented how far true Austral-
ian history extended back in time and how brief the
calamitous colonial period has been. Bearing in mind
the remarkable achievements of First Nations people,
he commented how Aboriginal people had been the
first to bake bread, way before the Egyptians even!

Commitment to achieving a successful Yes vote
at the forthcoming referendum was the rallying mes-
sage of the meeting, with Port Adelaide definitely
saying YES! &

“Port Adelaide for Yes” meeting, showing Uncle Mickey O’Brien with his long black cord of Australian history.
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Instituto Cubano de Amistad con los Pueblos

St 17 No. 301, Vedado  Phone: 7838-24 13 Email: presidencia@icap.cu

Havana, August 25th, 2023
“Year 65 of the Cuban Revolution”

Dear friends from the Solidarity Movement Organizations in Australia
and New Zealand:

On behalf of the Cuban Institute of Friendship with the Peoples
(ICAP), | would like to convey to you our heartfelt appreciation and
gratitude for your support and effort that made possible the recent tour
of Ivan and Marianniz. The meetings and presentations arranged
contributed to provide further and updated information about Cuba’s
reality and the challenges we face, as well as the commitment of our
people to overcome the difficulties, mostly imposed by the US
blockade, and continue strengthening our socialist project.

The tour also helped to generate interest on Cuba and consolidate
the work in solidarity with our country in each territory.

Furthermore, | reiterate our deepest gratitude for the longstanding
activism that all of you have been carrying out in support of our people
and the Cuban Revolution.

A heartfelt hug, ——

'\r/(,(‘_’,

.

Fernando Gon;aIez Llort |/
President of ICAP

Queensland

Communist Party of Australia
Party School

Topics:

Political Economy & Class Struggle -

Party History in Queensland
Trade Unions

October 7th-8th, 10am-5pm
Meanijin Brisbane

$50 to attend both days

RSVP to David at
gld@cpa.org.au

Trade union and workers’ rights

Continued from page 1

The FWC will be able to hear
independent contractors’ disputes
about unfair contract terms while
contractors’ few rights — those
specified in a contract for work — are
unchanged. They are responsible
for their own workers’ compensa-
tion, insurance, superannuation,
leave, and other provisions. The bill
enables contractors below a high-
income threshold to take disputes
to the FWC instead of a court which
would be less costly.

This will not be an easy task
for those working for labour hire
and other companies. Individually
they have no power. It is difficult to
organise independent contractors.

The bill extends the current
extremely limited provisions for
multi-enterprise agreements with
a few minor changes. Franchisees

of the same franchisor will be
allowed to negotiate multi-enter-
prise agreements with the relevant
trade unions. At the same time a
franchisee will be able to exit such
an agreement if approved by all the
relevant unions.

A better off over all (BOOT)
test applies in comparison with the
agreement, not the relevant award.

The bill bans discrimination
against employees on the basis
they have been subjected to family
or domestic violence.

During its almost ten years in
office, the Coalition stacked the
FWC with employer representatives
against the long-held convention
of equal numbers of appointments
from labour and employer sides.
This bill gives the FWC even more
powers and because of its complex-
ity and opaqueness, if passed, would

likely see unions having to spend
millions more dollars in the courts
than they already do.

Labor had hoped to get the bill
through Parliament this year, but it
has been referred to a Senate Com-
mittee which is due to report on 1st
February 2024. Independent David
Pocock is seeking to have the bill
broken up so that the less conten-
tious parts can be passed quickly.

In the meantime, employer
bodies and the right-wing media
have launched an all-out dishon-
est scare campaign against the bill
claiming it would bankrupt busi-
nesses, that union officials would
be raiding employers’ homes, and
that it would spell the death of
tradies. The Minerals Council of
Australia is leading the charge with
wild allegations about a potential
harm to the economy. &

Find out more about the

Communist Party
of Australia

web WWW.C pa .Org.au
emil cpa@cpa.org.au
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The dark side of paradise
Poverty and
homelessness on
the Sunshine Coast
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Graham Holton

The Sunshine Coast is two hours drive north
of Brisbane. It is a collection of towns and
farms extending from its famous beaches to
the mountainous hinterland. The area has
9267 Traditional Custodians — the Kabi Kabi
and Jinibara peoples. Most of the 400,000
people are Caucasian, with others born in the
Pacific Islands, Maori, or India. The median
weekly household income is $1,574. There are
177,206 private dwellings, and the median
weekly rental for a unit is $440.

Hidden amongst these statistics are the 8560
unemployed, with 3000 listed as homeless. Yet there
are 17,942 unoccupied private dwellings in the region.
In some areas rent has increased by 45 per cent in the
past year. There are calls for a cap on rental increases,
but the state government and real estate lobby do not
agree, wanting to leave rents to market forces. The
influx of interstate arrivals searching for accommo-
dation is aggravating an already tight rental market.

One in five children on the Coast live in poverty.
Domestic violence and acute mental health issues
worsen the problem of poverty and homelessness.
Recent rental increases have forced people to live in
their cars, couch surf, or live in tents.

The release last month of the Sunshine Coast
Council’s Housing and Homeless Action Plan is sup-
posed to provide ‘guidance and establish new ini-
tiatives directed at achieving a more secure housing
future.” Mayor Jamieson said, “Council recognises the
housing crisis is a situation that is difficult to quickly
rectify.” The Nambour showground is designated as
a crisis shelter and the council has changed its tiny
home and granny flat by-laws to allow more people
to live in them. Camillo Primavera, from the My Place
movement, said: “Right now, there are people living
in tents and sleeping in cars.” They need immediate
action from councils.

The Queensland government’s Emergency Relief
Program provides vouchers for food parcels, transport
and essential items and contributes to the payment
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of utility bills. Other emergency relief is provided by
church groups, and charities. Many of the homeless are
women and girls. Share the Dignity provides urgently
needed period products donated by the public during
their biannual Dignity Drive. Pastor Dale Dowler from
the Shack said there has been a dramatic increase in
people requiring food, referrals for electricity and gas,
and other expenses. The charity Aus Living Support
has helped 284 struggling families, providing them
with up to $200 a week to meet mortgage or rental
expenses. Aus Living Support CEO, Ian Harrison, told
the Sunshine Coast Gazette: “We’re currently getting
four applications a week for rental support. It’s not
easing off.” The Maroochy Neighbourhood Centre
raised $200,000 for two sleep buses to give some
protection and safety to those desperately in need.
It is not just the big towns that are facing problems.
The impact of increased mortgages has produced a
slowdown in tourism, hitting the small towns that
survive on the tourist dollar.

The Poverty Reduction Strategy Project, led by the
Sunshine Coast Resource Centre and Cover the Coast,
held Coming Together on Poverty forums to address
the problem. The recommendations include creating
a social planning council using private enterprise
money. The Noosa Council is considering applica-
tions to build thirty-four small modular houses on a
2.5-hectare block at Cooroy, at a cost of $3 million. One
solution is temporary homes, which are: tiny homes
on wheels; motor home or recreational vehicles; bus
or caravan; vehicle modified as a place of residence;
and a tent with a floor area of less than 100 metres.
The $514 application fee, plus requiring the property
owner’s consent, makes this a limited option.

Comrades of the Communist Party’s Sunshine
Coast branch are well aware of these problems and are
actively helping where we can. We have a proposed
food hamper drop to those living on the streets of
Nambour which has been especially hit by home-
lessness. The growing violence in the area makes
homelessness even more dangerous, especially for
women and girls. For many, things are tough in the
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Union members
turn out for safety

CFMEU members have turned
out in large numbers in Bris-
bane, angry about the lack of
safety at work.

State secretary Michael Ravbar
asked “How much more blood on
the concrete” it would take for the
government to do something.

A safety report was finished large worksites.

last year, in December, and the
Queensland government says that a
“majority” of its recommendations
will be in a bill later this year, but
the CFMEU says that the report is
silent on important issues which
affect safety at work, like Workplace
Health and Safety Committees on

CFMEU Queensland says “The
government agreed to our call for
mandatory female toilets on work-
sites, but there’s still plenty of work
to be done over the coming weeks
to make sure the regulator WHSQ
(Workplace Health and Safety
Queensland) does its job.” &
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Mining transnational BHP, at one time known under the
jolly capitalist moniker of The Big Australian, has admitted
to deducting annual leave from staff entitlements for over
a decade, resulting in the underpayment of approximately
$430 million to past and present employees. Around 28,500
individuals have been affected by the theft. In addition to
the annual leave grab, BHP also ‘discovered’ a separate
‘accounting error’ related to the entitlements of approximately
400 workers at Port Hedland.

The news that Neil Para and his family have been granted
permanent visas is very welcome. They have been waiting
since August 2012. It was doubly welcome as it came right
at the end of Neil's 1000 kilometre walk from Ballarat to
Prime Minister Albanese’s electorate in Sydney. But Neil
Para’'s permanent visa raises the same question as the
permanent visas granted to the Biloela family — what is the
future for the 10,000 others rejected under fast track or still
waiting for a decision? Labor recognises the flaws in the
fast track system introduced under Morrison but has done
nothing to rectify those flaws; despite policy, the fast-track
system has not been abolished. Nor has Labor provided
any systematic way to review the flawed decisions. Neil's
walk exposed the difficulties his family faced having to
survive for more than 11 years without work rights, study
rights, basic income support, or Medicare. Labor is forcing
many other individuals and families, rejected by fast track,
to survive in the same impossible circumstances. Despite
their claims of concern for vulnerable migrant workers, and
their review of the migration system, Labor is doing nothing
for this most vulnerable group of people who arrived in
Australia seeking asylum who have been cruelly failed by the
system. “Despite many approaches to the Minister, Andrew
Giles is still unwilling to fix this glaring injustice,” said lan
Rintoul, spokesperson for the Refugee Action Coalition. “Ten
thousand people failed by fast track are waiting for justice.
Albanese’s election night promise that ‘no one would be left
behind by Labor’ is a dim memory.” Rallies are planned in
three capital cities in October to take the fight to Labor and
demand justice for the 10,000 people still in limbo for over
ten years. Sydney rally, “Permanent Visas For All’, Sunday
29th October, 2pm, Sydney Town Hall; Melbourne Sunday
8th October, 2pm at the State Library; Brisbane, Sunday
29th October. For more information contact: lan Rintoul
0417 275 713.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Revealing the true sentiments
of the capitalist class, Australian billionaire real estate
developer Tim Gurner declared last week that “arrogant”
workers must be tamed and that to do that “unemployment
has to rise.” Gurner’s tirade against workers carries on
from the ideological groundwork laid in the earlier days
of capitalism. Here’s a quote from the grand plan Thomas
Malthus espoused in On Population, published 1798:
‘Instead of recommending cleanliness to the poor, we should
encourage contrary habits. In our towns we should make the
streets narrower, crowd more people into the houses, and
court the return of the plague. In the country, we should build
our villages near stagnant pools ... But above all, we should
reprobate specific remedies for ravaging diseases.’

As the opening line in the Communist Manifesto states: ‘The
history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class
struggle’

Non-mainstream
news on Sunday
mornings at 9:15.

Available
via podcast.
3CR.org.au.
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Waving for the Voice

Che Janz

Queensland: on 16th September, fellow
Sunshine Coast Branch member and fre-
quent Guardian writer Graham Holton and I
embarked on a series of unorthodox but effec-
tive and pungent methods of raising aware-
ness for the Yes Campaign in Queensland’s
Woombye-Nambour area.

Our first stop was Woombye Memorial Park, situ-
ated directly across the road from both the Woombye
pub and train station. Tying our banner to the fence
post, we stood greeting the small but constant traf-
fic. We got a lot of looks, with people slowing down
to read our message of support for the voice. Woom-
bye is a small town, with a conservative vibe, but our
presence might help people realise that they have an
alternative regarding the Voice.

Next on our list was the Big Pineapple, the iconic
tourist attraction that is the Sunshine Coast’s answer
to the Sydney Opera house. This being our second
time campaigning there (see Guardian Issue #2066),
we tied the banner to the railings of a walk bridge
and hung various indigenous flags from the railings.

we heard positive car/truck honks. Witnessing the
engagement from traffic gave me some inspiration.

We drove to Nambour, parking by the welcoming
sign outside the town limits and displayed the Yes
Banner diagonally facing oncoming traffic from the
side with us holding and waving to them with nothing
but a smile on our faces. Immediately we got commu-
nity engagement ranging from people waving back at
us, car horns making cheerful tootings at us, thumbs
up from drivers, headlights flashing and cheers of
encouragement. I was somewhat taken aback from
the overwhelmingly positive reception. Politically the
Sunshine Coast is known to be an LNP-dominated
quagmire with the No campaigner fear-mongering
very apparent. I witnessed with my own eyes that there
always will be a sub-sect of people who are conscious
and educated to be on the right side of history.

In these closing weeks leading to the referendum
it is my hope that this positivity is not a minority. On
the day of our action I don’t recall a single openly
negative reaction in any of the locations we went to.
Regardless if No wins in Queensland or the entire
country, I see that our presence is valued, expanding
and already has reached a larger core of progressives
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Almost immediately with the traffic passing below

in the area than we thought possible. @

Cutting EVs, handouts for
coal: not what NSW voted for

NSW: The Minns Government’s
unflagged backflip on EV incen-
tives will crimp the spread of
electric cars to Sydney’s west,
deteriorate air quality, and sig-
nificantly increase the state’s
carbon emissions, according
to the Electric Vehicle Coun-
cil (EVC).

Reports have confirmed NSW
Treasurer Daniel Mookhey plans to
scrap a $3000 subsidy and reintro-
duce stamp duty for drivers who
buy a new electric vehicle.

The move comes as sales data
shows that NSW’s incentives are
working — encouraging EV pur-
chases to spread from wealthier
areas to the west and to NSW
regions. Since the NSW rebates
have been in place, sales have gone
up by 450 per cent and the most
popular EV models have fallen in
price by $8000.

EVC chief executive Behyad
Jafari said that the government’s
proposed move was a betrayal of
voters.

“I doubt the people who voted
for this government thought they

were voting to cut electric vehicle
incentives to fund handouts to coal-
fired power stations,” Jafari said.

“Labor backed these EV incen-
tives when the former government
introduced them, and did not give
any indication they were planning
to cut them before the election.

“The NSW incentives, combined
with more affordable EV imports,
were just starting to drive signifi-
cant uptake in Sydney’s west and
the state’s regions. Now the govern-
ment wants to kill that momentum.

“Wealthy people on the north
shore will be fine under this
change — they’ll continue to buy
EVs, because they know they’re a
superior option. But less well-off
families in the west will be forced
to stick to costly gas guzzlers and a
time when petrol prices are going
through the roof.

“What’s particularly galling is
the reintroduction of stamp duty
that was due to be replaced by road
user charges in 2027. This impor-
tant tax reform was in the best
interest of motorists by replacing
an upfront tax that often stopped

people from getting into a newer,
cleaner car.

“By reintroducing stamp duty
for EVs the NSW government has
broken faith with voters.

“Fewer EVs means dirtier
Sydney air, continued reliance on
foreign oil imports, higher carbon
emissions, and more budget pres-
sure on everyday households. It’s
foolish, short-sighted policy from
a government that people would
have expected more from.”

Jafari urged the NSW Parlia-
ment to reject Labor’s changes in
order to preserve the benefits of
the existing policy settings.

“NSW was making outstanding
progress on EV uptake under the
previous government and the cur-
rent policies were voted for by the
Coalition, the Greens, and Labor,”
Jafari said.

“The Opposition, the Greens
and the others in the NSW Upper
House should defend the state’s
interests and oppose the govern-
ment’s short-sighted backflip.” @&

www.cpa.org.au

Hannah Middleton

| recently saw a commercial TV promotion showing a a nuclear-
powered submarine and a reporter saying it is invisible. This is
rubbish.

Since its surprise announcement last year, there have been claims
that the AUKUS submarines will be obsolete by the time they
arrive in about 30 years time.

New technologies will by then mean the submarines will be both
detectable and targetable. The Labor government is wasting at
least $368 billion on weapons with built-in redundancy.

This criticism is confirmed by recent reports that Chinese scientists
have reportedly developed a terahertz-based submarine detection
device that detects tiny vibrations or ripples on the water surface
caused by a submarine under the ocean.

According to the South China Morning Post, a National University
of Defence Technology team tested the device that generates tera-
hertz emissions/waves. These detected surface vibrations/ripples
as small as 10 nanometers tall.

This small dimension is ‘well below the detection range of existing
technology, according to a report on their work in the Journal of
Radars, a Chinese-language peer-reviewed journal.

A small unmanned aerial vehicle platform has the advantage of
good mobility, low cost, and flexible deployment, and could work
together with other submarine detection methods such as a mag-
netic anomaly detector, microwave radar, or laser.

‘As a supplement to existing detection methods, it can pro-
vide important information for the detection and identification of
submarines.

‘The experiment was conducted at an unspecified location in the
northeastern city of Dalian in the Yellow Sea. The weather was
fair at the time of the test, but breaking waves produced lots of
bubbles.

‘The military scientists used an artificial sound source to simulate
the noise emitted by a submarine. To replicate drone flight, the
submarine detector was carried by an extended arm of a research
ship, the SCMP report adds.

The university team found a problem with the surface disturbance
caused by the underwater movement of a submarine. ‘The dis-
turbance is feeble by the time it reaches the surface. Separating
it from the natural waves of the ocean was previously thought
impossible.’

However, the new device has hardware and software to address
the issue. While the terahertz waves made the sensor extreme-
ly sensitive to even small surface water ripples, it was aided by a
one-of-a-kind algorithm to ‘effectively identify nanometre-sized rip-
ples over the wobbling ocean.

In the test, the terahertz sensor picked up man-made ripples with
amplitude ranging from 10 to 100 nanometres, depending on the
sea conditions. The technology could also be used for ‘cross-medi-
um’ communication between a submarine and overhead-friendly
aircraft, which has been challenging even for advanced navies like
the US.

The technology is at a preliminary level. ‘It practically needs to be
seen, especially when scaling up production during mass manu-
facture. Advanced machines need specialised electrical and
electronic components, which private companies do not commonly
manufacture,” the National University of Defence Technology team
points out.

“Terahertz wavelengths are between the infrared and microwave
spectrums, and systems operating on this foundation need an
entirely different set of sensors and electrical circuitry,

‘Another thing is getting companies to design such components
and sub-components as per specifications and then promising
them bulk orders, guaranteeing profits and economies of scale.

‘Private firms usually do not invest in factory lines of specialised
devices against piecemeal orders. It sometimes takes months and
even several years coordinating with vendors to get the supply
chain and manufacturing ecosystem right.’

The development follows previous reports of China’s success
in 6G communication. Tianjin University’s School of Precision
Instruments and Optoelectronics Engineering invented a laser sys-
tem that can emit a continuous beam of electromagnetic waves
in the terahertz spectrum, needed for 6G next-generation tech-
nology which promises exceptionally high-speed data rates and
communications.

This was preceded by the breakthrough in 6G technology in
January 2022, where researchers achieved a record transmission
speed of 206.25 gigabits per second.
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Alejandro Salvador Allende Ferndndez,
Salvador Allende’s grandson, was

in Sydney for the 50th anniversary
commemoration of the 1973 coup
against the Allende government in Chile
on 11th September. He is the grandson
of the former president of Chile, Salvador
Allende. His mother Beatriz is known as
Allende’s revolutionary daughter, and
worked for Che Guevara for many years.
His father was a Cuban diplomat and
politician of the Cuban Communist Party.
Alejandro kindly granted the Guardian

an interview.

Alejandro Fernandez: I was born in
Havana. At the time of the coup d’état in
Chile my mother was almost eight months
pregnant with me.

She barricaded herself along with Salva-
dor Allende and my aunties, in the Moneda
Palace. They almost got killed. It was thanks
to the efforts of Allende who wanted to push
them out along with a group of workers that
they survived. He did not want to sacrifice
their lives. [Allende lost his life during the
coup while in the palace.]

They ended up going into exile. It was
the Russians who sent airplanes to Chile
and thanks to Aeroflot they saved the life
of my mother, my father and our comrades
who were waiting to go in exile as they were
going to be killed.

I was born two months later. 'm going
to be 50 on November 5. I grew up in exile
in Cuba although I never felt like I was a
refugee. I felt like I was Cuban. Also, my
father was a Cuban agent, he was Cuban as
well. So it was almost natural.

Guardian: What do you know about
your grandfather and the achievements of
his government, its social program?

AF: The program was very long, there
have been many studies. What Allende tried
to do, what he had promised all his life, was
to give to the middle class and the lower class
access to basic things like milk, like educa-
tion, health programs. He nationalised the
copper. Thus, he was really hated.

Allende was a freemason. He was a very
successful man but he put all that aside.
He dedicated his life to those who were in
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a social situation of disadvantage in Chile.
Also, he wrote a book about psychiatry, about
the health problems of the Chileans and he
discovered that a lot of the problems were
avoidable if the state assumed the role of look-
ing after the people. For that he was hated.

G: Hated by whom?

AF: He was hated by the Americans, by
the fascists, he was hated by people all over
the world including in Australia who helped
the Americans at the time of the coup. They
are going to declassify those documents soon.
His agenda was vast and it was for that he
was hated.

Yes, with all due respect, Australia* [its
intelligence service] played a part against the
government of my grandfather. Ilook forward
to reading that when it is made available. I
hope one day to see that history, what they
did to look after American interests.

G: So, what was the government like
before Allende?

AF: The previous president was Eduardo
Frei. The socialist change was unavoidable.
The right wing tried to stop the program of
the left by any means. They tried to stop the
left, the Popular Unity, including by arms;
even before Allende was president, they
killed people. Allende’s life was in peril many
times, that’s why they created GAP [Grupo
de Amigos Personales —Group of Personal
Friends] because they couldn’t trust the army.

They were comrades from the Socialist
Party, from MIR [Movement of the Revolu-
tionary Left]. I think my mum worked for
them. They protected the president.

G: [ understand Allende and Fidel Castro
were close friends.

AF: Yes, they were really close friends. I
think in the beginning they met many times
when Allende was a senator. There is a his-
tory between Allende and Castro. Allende
was one of the only politicians that went from
Latin America to Cuba after the revolution.

The majority of them supported Castro
in the beginning because they wanted to get
rid of Batista. But then a few years later, well
then, he [Castro] said the character of this
revolution is socialist and then that was it.

They had a long friendship, but I'm not
sure if in the beginning Castro looked at
Allende with distrust like many people did
because it was quite weird a revolution in
democracy. Castro said that Allende wanted

the same goals by different means. Allende
was a Marxist, a freemason, but now they are
trying to portray him as a social democrat.

He renounced freemasonry because
they behaved really badly. They aligned
themselves with the forces that were trying
to overthrow Allende. So now these people,
they feel guilty and they’re rescuing the
reputation of Allende.

G: A lot has been written about the
17-year Pinochet dictatorship especially
about the tens of thousands of people who
were murdered, tortured or disappeared.
I know the Chilean armed forces have
been asked to release more information,
and recently President Boric announced a
National Search Plan. How much informa-
tion has been released?

AF: I believe this has been really slow.
Once Chile restored democracy there was a
pact between the first president after Pinoc-
het, Patricio Aylwin, and the political forces
that were in power at the time, the social
democrats. They weren’t the socialists of 20
years earlier. The army always blackmailed
the governments not to investigate or else
we could go back.

Obviously, the tribunals, the Catholic
church, and many other institutions really
support the investigations. Actually a few
priests were killed. Finding the truth has
been very slow because the new democracy
in Chile is being built upon impunity. That
is really what has happened.

So, justice and truth have been painfully
slow in Chile because there is blackmail. Also,
there has not really been a will to investigate.
So that is why we are here today, to raise our
voices for those who lost their voices.

G: What about the new government of
Gabriel Boric?

AF: The new government of Boric is
really trying. Not long ago they arrested
the killers of Victor Jara. One of them killed
himself before going to jail, so there was a
bit of a problem. They are trying, but they
are under horrible pressure. There is a new
populism in Latin America, including Chile,
incredibly right wing, incredibly fascist and
the government is under a lot of pressure.

G: Are the military still in Parliament?

AF: No, but the military are still there
basically. My sister Maya is the minister of
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defence. There is still a great awareness of
the people who were part of the coup that
are still there. She has to take her security
very seriously. I admire her greatly.

I truly hope that the truth and reconcili-
ation can happen one day in Chile. That is
not going to happen, there is not going to be
peace, until they tell us about the disappeared.

It is very hard. It is like a state of torture
for the families. Can you imagine that you
do not know what happened to your son for
years. There’s no closure. That’s why they
call it torture.

G: How many thousands of disappeared
would you estimate whose fate is unknown?

AF: Around 3000. They have found a
few hundred. I have been to some of the
burial sites. It’s very sad. A friend of mine,
for example, could not bury his father. It is
still sad but it does bring peace.

G: It does help with closure?

AF: Yes. It does.

G: What is the economic situation in
Chile now?

AF: It is very difficult. There is a lot of
inflation, a lot of problems. There is a new
problem with migration. Before we never had
it. No one was interested in going to Chile.
So now we have Venezuelans, Colombians,
but that brings resentment amongst the
population.

There is the problem of COVID.
The whole continent is really struggling
economically.

G: Is the right wing using this migration
to foster divisions?

AF: Yes, they are using that. There are
many Venezuelans. It’s so unfair because
Chile is a big country, so let’s be generous.
When we were in trouble Venezuela received
us and not just us. In the 1970s and '80s
they received every refugee that wanted to
go there. They are great generous people.

G: What is the situation for the Indig-
enous Mapuche people of Chile?

AF: I know it is a problem that has
divided the country since the formation of the
republic. The way they treat the Mapuches is
awful. It is a secret holocaust. Those people
have been deprived of their language for
many years. They took their kids. They were
forbidden to speak their Mapudungun lan-
guage. They took their land and put them in
the cities which was not their environment.
It was like here, in Australia.

Today they have a voice. They are learn-
ing. They are fighting the Chilean state. I
hope one day that they are recognised as
part of Chile, as a national minority. They
should have a voice, a presence in parlia-
ment. They are still active today, fighting
the state of Chile.

G: What can we do here in Australia in
solidarity with the Chilean people?

AF: It is important to raise our voices
for those who were silenced.

I think the Australians have been great.
What I ask of the Australian people is to write
to their MPs, their judiciary, to anyone, about
this woman who is here, Adriana Rivas**.
It is scandalous that she is enjoying every
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The display at the commemoration in Fairfield.
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The monument of Salvador Allende and his grandson Alejandro Fernandez
in Fairfield Sydney.

step of the [judicial] system trying to avoid
being deported to Chile for crimes against
humanity.

We have here a woman whose hands are
full of blood. It is a shame. I understand that
justice has its steps but they know who she
is, what she did. She came here and escaped
justice. Please, please send her back to Chile.

She was the secretary of Manuel Contre-
ras who was one of the most awful torturers.
She wasn’t just a secretary, she was a militant,
she was a fascist and she [allegedly] tortured
people. She was [allegedly] involved in kill-
ing and torturing, in disappearing people,
she was working for them [fascists] in her
bloodthirsty career. She is not innocent.

* Despite the evidence and the fact that the
United States has declassified numerous
documents that prove Australia’s involvement,

the Australian government still refuses to open
its records on the details of this participation.
** Adriana Rivas worked for Chile’s feared
National Intelligence Directorate (DINA) during
the Pinochet dictatorship, between 1973 and
1977. She is wanted in Chile on charges

of being involved in the kidnapping and
disappearance of seven people, including
Victor Diaz, secretary of the Communist Party

at the time. Rivas has said in an SBS interview:

“Everyone knew there was torture, it was an
open secret, everywhere it was known.
“Everybody knew they had to do that and
break people somehow because communists
are impenetrable.

“It was necessary, just as the Nazis used it,
and as in the United States, everyone does.
[t's the only way to break people, because
psychologically there is no method.” &
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FRANCE:
6 reasons to

mobilise on
13th October

In France and throughout Europe,
millions of us are putting pressure
on employers, governments and par-
liaments. They are seeking to impose
so-called “austerity” policies, dam-
aging public services and goods — but
also our industries — for the benefit
of finance, which is taking the wealth
created by work. On the strength of
the historic mobilisation for pensions,
we are determined, united in an inter-
union offensive to win rights for the
world of work.

Other choices are possible! Every year,
200 billion euros in public tax and social
aid are given to companies without any
controls or compensation. The budgets for
public services and social security will soon
be debated in Parliament. Now is the time to
make workers’ voices heard: we want to live
with dignity from our work, to work less and
better, with budgets that serve the general
interest, not individual interests.

Why strike and join demonstrations?

FOR OUR WAGES

Food, rent, energy, transport: everything
is going up except wages. Meanwhile, big
business continues to multiply its prof-
its without giving up anything in return.
Thanks to our mobilisations, a general
increase in wages is today the common
watchword: net wages to live on day by
day, and gross wages (sickness, maternity,
unemployment, retirement ... ) to protect
us throughout our lives.

The CGT (General Confederation of
Labour) is campaigning for wages to be
indexed to prices, so that pay slips are no
longer cut by inflation, and for negotiations
to be opened in all companies, branches and
the civil service.

FOR EQUALITY

Despite the ‘great national cause’ label,
women are still paid a quarter less than
men, on average.

The CGT is mobilised to achieve pay and
professional equality: upgrading of female-
dominated professions; overhaul and trans-
parency of the wage Index; penalization of
employers who discriminate.

FOR OUR

PUBLIC SERVICES

Hospitals, early childhood, independent
living, social work, schools, higher educa-
tion, research ... our public services are on
their last legs.

The CGT is campaigning for massive
investment in local, quality public services
that give priority to in-person service.

FOR THE ENVIRONMENT

The consequences of climate change are
dramatic. We urgently need to take action
for a socially just ecological transition and
real planning, built with workers, in order to
anticipate training and qualification needs,
as well as the creation or re-creation of entire
industries.

The CGT is mobilised to make public
aid conditional on social and environmental
criteria worked out with employees and their
representatives.

FOR OUR PENSIONS

The pension reform that came into
force on 1st September is as unfair, brutal,
unjustified and unpopular as ever. We're
continuing our fight by putting pressure on
the negotiations underway for Agirc-Arcco
(supplementary pensions) and those due to
open in the branches on the subject of early
retirement.

The CGT is mobilised in favour of retire-
ment at 60 and earlier in the case of arduous
work, as well as the inclusion of years of study
in the calculation of retirement.

FOR OUR RIGHTS

Numerous struggles are bursting onto
the media scene. But they are only the tip
of the iceberg. Wherever employees organ-
ise in a union, the balance of power shifts
and concrete, day-to-day advances become
possible (see cgt.fr/luttes-gagnantes).

The CGT is mobilised to bring employees
together, listen to and support their demands,
represent them in decision-making bodies
and in mobilisations, and win real and lasting
advances in the interests of the world of work.
CGT &
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From the mouths of capitalists

CJ Atkins

Revealing the true sentiments of the
capitalist class, Australian billion-
aire real estate developer Tim Gurn-
er declared last week that “arrogant”
workers must be tamed and that to
do that “unemployment has to rise.”

The surge in worker power that has
been seen globally over the past few years
has ruling elites upset, and Gurner is giving
voice to their frustrations.

Speaking at a Property Summit hosted
by the Australian Financial Review newspa-
per, Gurner said it was necessary to “remind
people that they work for the employer, not
the other way around.”

Not content with the 20 per cent margins
his property developments currently bring
in, Gurner pinpointed labour costs and lower
productivity as threats to profits. He said the
pandemic made employees lazy, and they’re
expecting too much pay for their work.

“People decided they didn’t really want to
work so much anymore through COVID, and
that has had a massive effect on productivity.”
Talking about the skilled tradespeople who
build his condo towers, Gurner derisively
remarked, “They have been paid a lot to do
not too much in the past few years, and we
need to see that change.”

His solution: raise unemployment —
massively. Gurner called for joblessness to
rise “40 to 50 per cent” in order to disci-
pline workers: “We need to see pain in the
economy.” He said Australia’s government
was too “supportive of the unions” and their
demands for higher wages.

Exposing the truth that class struggle
is all too real, Gurner pushed for harsher
measures to control workers who become
conscious of their exploitation by bosses and
in turn demand more respect on the job and
bigger pay cheques.

“We need to remind people that they work
for the employer, not the other way around.”
He slammed workers who have dared to
question the dictatorial power bosses have
in the workplace. “There’s been a systematic
change where employees feel the employer
is extremely lucky to have them, as opposed
to the other way around.”

Gurner argued that it’s better to have
desperate workers eager to have any job
they can get. He advocated tipping the scales
back in favour of bosses and removing any

“Unemployment is associated with a range of adverse health outcomes, including suicide.” Photo: pxfuel.com — public domain.

gains workers might have made over the
last few years in terms of bargaining power
and confidence.

“We've got to kill that attitude” among
“arrogant” workers, he said. “And that has to
come through hurting the economy.”

Gurner praised central bank officials
in various countries for doing just that by
sending interest rates soaring. “The gov-
ernments around the world are trying to
increase unemployment to get that to some
sort of normality.”

And the effort is working, according to
Gurner, thanks to “massive layoffs.” He hap-
pily announced, “We’re starting to see less
arrogance in the employment market and
that has to continue.”

For someone so concerned about how
hard others are supposedly not working,
Gurner didn’t exactly toil his way to the top.
The seeds of his real estate fortunes are to
be found in easy-term loans he scored early
on from business connections and family.

He’s known as a youth-obsessed “bio-
hacker” who takes ice baths and swallows
50-60 different vitamins and supplements

a day in an attempt to stay young. In addi-
tion to his property empire, he also owns a
chain of “holistic wellness centres” under
the name Saint Haven.

At these “anti-aging clubs” he peddles
an endless array of scents, “Fountain of
Youth” elixirs, and other quack gimmicks
to fellow members of the ruling class. The
cost of membership is reportedly $23,000
per year.

He first became infamous in the meme
and social media world in the pandemic
period for being ‘Avocado Toast Guy.” He’s
the one who alleged young people can’t afford
housing because they spend too much on
brunch — not because their wages are too low,
their job opportunities too few, or because
property prices are exploding.

These latest remarks are earning him
fresh scorn. Australian opinion columnist
Mark Di Stefano wrote:

“Tim Gurner encapsulates all the fears
that regular people have of the property
industry. That when landlords and prop-
erty developers go into functions and hotel
ballrooms, they all privately gripe about the

ungrateful serfs. But the mask didn’t slip
here. Timbo ripped it off.”

The Australian Medical Association
also trashed Gurner. Its president, Profes-
sor Steve Robson, called Gurner’s remarks
“breathtakingly irresponsible.” He tweeted,
“Unemployment is associated with a range
of adverse health outcomes, including sui-
cide. I say this with some confidence having
studied suicide and unemployment.”

On the employment social networking site
LinkedIn, the attacks on Gurner also rolled
in. Calling him “rotten to the absolute core,”
one commenter wrote that Gurner “saying
he would rather irreparably damage the
economy, sink other people’s fortunes, and
level personal pain onto millions of workers
in order to keep his own money flowing is
the epitome of class warfare.”

On Twitter (now known as X), beneath
an animation of a falling guillotine, one
user wrote: “We need to remind employers
that they are nothing without workers. He
wants to see pain in the economy? Maybe
we should take a lesson from the French.”
People’'s World &

Cuba hosts

Israel’s crimes

G77+China
summit, aims
to build ‘a new

economic world
order’

The Group of 777 plus China
summit kicked off in Havana,
Cuba, on Friday to help build a
“new economic world order.”

The meeting of the group of
developing and emerging countries
that represent around 80 per cent
of the global population met amid
warnings of growing polarisation
in the world.

United Nations Secretary-Gen-
eral Antonio Guterres joined some
30 heads of state and governments
from across Africa, Asia, and Latin
America for the two-day summit.

Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno
Rodriguez said the meeting, which
runs until Saturday, is set to issue a
statement on “the right to develop-
ment in an increasingly exclusive,

unfair, unjust, and plundering
international order.”

Rodriguez added that the state-
ment will call for “the establishment
of a new economic world order.”

The bloc, which was established
by 77 countries of the global South
in 1964, now has 134 members,
including China, which is not a full
member. Cuba took over the rotat-
ing presidency in January.

Cuban President Miguel Diaz-
Canel was set to deliver the opening
address of the summit followed by
a speech by Guterres.

The summit comes ahead of
the 78th session of the UN General
Assembly, which opens in New
York City on Monday.

Mormning Star &

Israel’s far-right government
took unprecedented steps last
week towards cementing Tel
Aviv’s permanent control over
the West Bank.

Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich, a leading figure in the
settlement movement, assumed
new powers over the occupied Pal-
estinian territory in his coalition
agreement with Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu.

Smotrich acted swiftly to
approve the construction of thou-
sands of new settlement homes,
legalise previously unauthorised
outposts and introduced new
rules to make it more difficult for
Palestinians to build homes and
move about.

As the first government min-
ister to oversee civilian life in the
West Bank, his role, observers

say, amounts to a recognition that
Israel’s 56-year military occupation
is not temporary but permanent.

Ilan Paz, a former head of Isra-
el’s Civil Administration, a military
body overseeing civilian affairs in
the West Bank, said: “If Smotrich
keeps this position for four years,
we will be at a point of no return.”

Hoping to return to power while
facing a corruption trial, Netanyahu
offered sweeping concessions to
pro-settler legislators such as Smot-
rich when assembling his governing
coalition last year.

The coalition agreement created
a new Israeli settler agency, led
by Smotrich, within the Defence
Ministry to manage Jewish and
Palestinian construction in the 60
per cent of the West Bank directly
controlled by Israel.

Smotrich has said that he wants

Sydney Vigil

to double the size of the settler
population, build more roads and
residential districts and erase any
remaining differences between life
for Israelis in the West Bank and
within Israel proper.

Along the way, he aims to
destroy any Palestinian hopes of
independence.

As finance minister, Smotrich
has been funnelling taxpayer funds
to pet West Bank infrastructure
projects.

Israel’s 2024 budget earmarks
a quarter of all Transportation
Ministry funds, an all-time high
of $960 million, for a highway
network to improve connections
between Israel and the West Bank.

The settlers make up just over
5 per cent of Israel’s population.

a
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STOP USA BLOCKADE ON CUBA

I.'I-Join us in Sydney to demand that the USA stops the blockade on Cuba with
\ the right to self determination. Also stop Venezuela & Gaza blockades.

4:15pm Tuesday 17th October

50 Miller Street North Sydney
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Film Review by Albert Bender
Lakota Nation vs
United States

In the United States govern-
ment’s long record of broken
treaties, land theft, and gen-
ocide, the taking of the Black
Hills ranks as perhaps one of
the most disgraceful examples
of imperial aggression against
an Indigenous people.

This is not just a historical epi-
sode; it is ongoing to this very day.
The magnificently illuminated and
stunningly stellar documentary film
Lakota Nation vs United States
tells the story. The two-hour docu-
mentary chronicles the perfidious
treatment of the Lakota people by
the federal government. Underlying
the brazen theft of the sacred Black
Hills was the drive of imperial greed
for the resources, primarily gold,
beneath the hallowed earth there
which is regarded with reverence
by the Lakota people.

Written and directed by cel-
ebrated Lakota poet Layli Long
Soldier and co-directed by Jesse
Short Bull, the film is a resounding
salute to the never-ending resist-
ance of the Native people who
hold the Black Hills as a source of
resonating identity and existence.

A historical perspective will give
the uninitiated viewer a greater
appreciation of this heroic struggle
by the Lakota over the decades in
the face-off against the most pow-
erful and predatory enemy ever to
tread the earth, the United States
government.

The background to the seizure
of the Black Hills is the violation of
the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1868,
which promised that the Great
Sioux Reservation, including the
Black Hills, would be ‘set apart
for the absolute and undisturbed
use and occupation of the Indians,’
meaning, of course, the Lakota. The
treaty ended the conflict known
as ‘Red Cloud’s War,’ in which
Indigenous forces defeated the
US military.

Following another US defeat
in June 1876 at the Battle of the
Little Horn and the subsequent
military reversal of the Lakota and
their allies, the US government
imposed the Act of February 28,
1877, which stopped all food rations
to the Lakota until they ceded the
Black Hills to the United States.

This infamous legislation, also
termed the ‘Sell or Starve Act,” was
a direct breach of the 1868 Fort
Laramie Treaty and became and
remains the main focal point of legal
contention over possession of the
Black Hills. This is an ongoing and
hideous cardinal treaty violation
largely unparalleled in the odious
US history of treaty-breaking.

In June 1979, the US Court
of Claims ruled that the 1877 Act
that seized the Black Hills was in
violation of the Fifth Amendment
prohibition on taking property with-
out just compensation. Money was
awarded which the Lakota refused
to accept because acceptance would

mean termination of the claim that
the Black Hills be returned.

In March 1980, the Supreme
Court ruled, in United States vs
Sioux Nation of Indians, that just
compensation had not been paid for
the taking of the land and ordered
that such compensation ‘be paid.’
The Lakota again refused the money
and uncompromisingly demanded
the return of the Black Hills to tribal
jurisdiction.

The film is filled with historical
material, contemporary footage,
and interviews with Indigenous
leaders (some of whom I recalled
being at the Standing Rock protests
in 2016). It is an inspiring reminder
that the struggle for Indigenous
liberation continues gloriously,
courageously, and brilliantly.

This magnificent film is a must-
see for all who get the chance.
People's World
Lakota Nation vs the United States is
currently streaming on Amazon. &
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Britain must apologise for
role in Chile coup

BRITAIN must apologise for its role in the Chil-
ean coup of 1973, Labour MP Jon Trickett said
in the Commons today.

The military coup violently removed the demo-
cratically elected socialist leader Salvador Allende
from office.

About 3600 people were killed and some 40,000
were imprisoned and tortured in the coup.

Trickett led a debate into Britain-Chile relations
of the time, saying that the two nations had a “bizarre
relationship.”

In his speech, he said that while commercial
relations are important, he noted that international
relationships are about “democracy, progress, human
rights, and resisting torture and arbitrary murder.”

“There’s unfinished business for the British gov-
ernment,” the Hemsworth MP said.

Trickett said that the coup turned Chile into a test-
ing ground for neoliberal economics, such as attacks
on public services, that was later rolled out in Britain
by Margaret Thatcher.

“Politicians were watching what was happening
in Chile to see if the economic experiment can be
implemented in Britain,” he said.

Trickett called the deaths and torture a “scale which
is hard to come to terms with,” but added: “Diplomatic
cables indicate that the British government was fully
aware of the violence used by the Pinochet regime.”

The recently released documents show that the
Foreign Office’s Information Research Department
had initiated a propaganda campaign against Allende
ahead of the 1964 and 1970 elections.

Trickett highlighted how official guidance sent
weeks after the coup effectively outlined support for
the military junta in the interest of British investments.

“It simply isn’t good to make judgements of what’s
happening in a foreign country based on our com-
mercial interests,” he said.

Then foreign secretary Alec Douglas Home wrote:
“There is no doubt that Chile under the junta is a better
prospect than Allende’s chaotic road to socialism, our
investments should do better ....”

Trickett said: “I don’t believe we know the truth
about the involvement of the British government, and
I think we should.

“If we are to build a better future, we need to
understand what happened in the past.”

He asked government minister David Rutley to
come clean about Britain’s role in the coup, declas-
sify all documents relating to the role played by the
British government during the coup and subsequent
dictatorship, and apologise for Britain’s actions.
Morning Star (edited for reasons of space) @

@ Global Briefs

AFRICA: Three former French colonies — Niger, Burkina
Faso, and Mali have formed a defensive alliance. Alliance
of Sahel States (AES) aims to jointly combat any threats
against their territorial integrity and sovereignty. The military
governments of the three states had earlier deposed the
western-backed leaders in their countries. ‘The alliance will
be a combination of military and economic efforts between
the three countries ... with a focus on the fight against ter-
rorism, particularly in the Liptako-Gourma region where
the borders of the three neighbours meet’, explained the
defence minister of Mali.

VIETNAM: Work has started on the first direct high-speed
railway link between China and Vietnam. The railway track
is 47km long and will make travel between the Beibu Gulf
economic zone and the Greater Bay area faster and easi-
er. The construction will be finished and put into operation
by the end of December. The travel speed is designed to
be 200km per hour with a future upgrade to 250km per
hour. The link will increase access to ASEAN markets. The
China-Laos Railway is the biggest connection to ASEAN. It
has proven to be a great success and in the first 20 months
of operation it has transported 19 million passengers and 23
million tons of goods. Vietnam is seriously considering calls
to build a North-South express railway that will connect the
capital Hanoi and Ho Chi Minh city.

VENEZUELA: President Nicolas Maduro’s six-day visit to
China will have a powerful impact on the future relationship
between the two countries. The Bolivarian leader applauded
the signing of the joint declaration on the establishment of
the strategic partnership as well as cooperation agreements
related to economy, trade, education, tourism, science and
technology, health, aerospace development, and civil avia-
tion. “We have signed an agreement for Venezuela to place
its products in the Chinese market,” President Maduro
said at a press conference. He highlighted export oppor-
tunities for coffee, avocado, fish, and octopus. “China and
Venezuela will strengthen the group of defenders of the
United Nations Charter. This will be a central element in a
strategy so that sooner rather than later the United Nations
condemns and reverses the systems of unilateral coercive
measures” he added. “We are in the 21st century, the cen-
tury of the end of hegemonism and imperialism, the century
in which a different pluripolar world was born for peace and
union.”

USA: More than 25,000 people died as a result of gun vio-
lence in the USA in the first 8 months of this year. 470 mass
shootings were also recorded in that period. An average of
22 children aged 17 and under are shot daily. The grim sta-
tistics includes deaths by suicide as well. Gun violence and
the right to carry guns has been a divisive issue in American
society for a long time. Deaths from gun-related injuries
have been increasing since 2004; 2021 saw a record high
of 48,830 deaths, according to the US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention.

CZECH REPUBLIC: Last Saturday over 100,000 Czech
citizens gathered in the capital to protest under the slogan
‘Czech Republic against the government.” The rally was
mainly against the government policies on inflation, tax
changes and pension adjustments. There were also ban-
ners saying ‘Down with US minions,” and ‘Down with NATO.’
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Calling all readers

Give us a laugh

The Guardian — the Workers Weekly
is in need of cartoonists, or humourists

If you can draw a cartoon, tell a joke, or write up o quick parody,
send it fo us at editor@cpa.org.au
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Supporting Democracy -
sometimes

Dear Comrade Editor,

I notice in your article about the Gua-
temala election (‘Victory in Guatema-
1a’), the following sentence:

‘US Secretary of State Antony Blinken
congratulated Arévalo, saying the US remains
“concerned with continued actions by
those who seek to undermine Guatemala’s
democracy.”’

I can only assume that butter didn’t melt
in Blinken’s mouth when he said this. The US
has along record of undermining democracy
when they don’t like the results. This year
is the 7oth anniversary of the coup in Chile
which the US encouraged, and which led
to thousands of deaths. More recently, the
US seemed fine with the military takeover
of Egypt, the Egyptians having made the
mistake of electing a party the US and Israel
weren’t crazy about.

Any statements made by US officials
about democracy should come with the
warning that ‘conditions apply’.

In Solidarity,

Carrick Cottier
Thomastown
Melbourne

Women, peace, and protest

Dear Editor

I’m writing to let you know about my
new audio documentary, Women, Con-
scription, War, a 15-part series about
Melbourne women who protested
against the Vietnham War and national
service. I started interviewing women
for this project 5 years ago, and nearly
60 interviews (and many hours in the
archives) later, I’'m excited to have it
out in the world.

I started the project as a high school
history teacher, frustrated at the lack of
easily available resources on the women
who protested — and indeed on the dearth
of resources about the protest movement
itself. Jean McLean might be mentioned in
the books I perused, and deservedly so, but
looking at images from the May 1970 mora-
torium I could see that there were many,
many women present. I wanted to know
more about why women participated. As I
got further into my research, I became fas-
cinated by this important moment in politi-
cal history: really the first time in modern
Australian history when a cross-section of
Australians — from all political persuasions,
cutting across wealth and class — joined
together to protest a government decision.

Creating this series has been an inter-
esting process for me personally: I'm the
daughter of a ‘nasho’ and Vietnam veteran,
so I knew a bit about that side of things; my
grandpa was a staunch union and Labor man,
who marched in the moratorium while my
dad was serving overseas. At the same time,
I'm passionate about putting women back
into the historical narrative, which is what
I am aiming to do in this series, at least for
Melbourne.

People who are interested can
listen to episodes via the website

Guardian

Something
to say?

Write to

the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au

(womenconscriptionwar.com), or via pod-
cast apps. At a time when peace is very
much on the agenda — as is public protest,
particularly with regard to climate change
— it’s important to reflect on how people in
the past confronted these issues, and stayed
the course for so many years.
Regards

Alexandra Pierce
[editor's note: ‘nasho’, national serviceman,
forced to join the armed forces]

Brisbane Voice Action

Dear Editor,
We had a great day in Brisbane and our
yes banner was very popular. The no
campaigner who the ABC presented as
a voice against us who was engaging in
aggressive acts against us did not get
what they wanted.

Thousands marched across the Victoria
Bridge and the carrying of the banner across
the bridge was made lighter by the many

volunteers who felt honoured to carry this
banner forward.

Many yes supporters expressed the con-
cern that should the No succeed then all of
the democratic rights that the Australian
Working people have won will be challenged
by the Howard/Abbott/Dutton/Morrison/
Hansen/Price cabal.

We all know that the extreme right
agenda being backed by Sky News shows
that Murdoch and his gang are behind this.

Under the Trump-like agenda we are
being driven to war and the anti-people
anti-democratic anti-worker front will set
on the workers to continue wage theft and
other crimes against the people.

I have received tremendous support
while handing out our leaflet and the new
improved version is well received.

David Matters
[editor’s note: for more on the Party’s
position on the Voice and other resources,
head to cpa.org.au and click on ‘Yes to the
Voice to Parliament]

Time to Listen:

An Indigenous Voice to Parliament

A new book explores the need
for the Voice, and the back-
ground of the ‘great Austral-
ian silence.’

Monash University research-
ers, Professor Melissa Castan and
Professor Lynette Russell AM,
explore the intricacies of human
rights, social justice and the Indig-
enous Voice to Parliament as part
of their new book, Time to Listen.

Australia is engaged in a his-
toric debate about the Indigenous
Voice to Parliament ahead of
the 14th October referendum to
amend the Constitution. The Voice
to Parliament is proposed to be a
representative body, enshrined in
the Constitution, to advise federal
parliament on laws and policies
of significance to Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people.

The concept of the Voice was
famously raised in 2017, when
Indigenous leaders drafted the
Uluru Statement from the Heart.
However, as Australia stands on

... Understanding,
dialogue, and
engagement.

the precipice of implementing
this critical reform, the question
remains: Will this Voice truly be
heard?

Time to Listen takes read-
ers on a journey through the
history and significance of the
Indigenous Voice to Parliament.
Authors Professor Castan and
Professor Russell, delve deep into
the roots of the need for a Voice
to Parliament, tracing it back to
what anthropologist WEH Stan-
ner referred to in the late 1960s
as the ‘Great Australian Silence.’

Professor Castan, Monash Law
Faculty and the Director of the
Castan Centre for Human Rights
Law, said this silence has perpetu-
ated the ignorance of Indigenous
Australian history and culture
within wider society.

“This ‘forgetting’ was not
accidental but rather an inten-
tional colonial policy of eras-
ure. As we stand on the cusp
of change, within our book we

question whether the tragedy of
this national silence, the refusal to
acknowledge Indigenous agency
and cultural achievements, is
finally drawing to a close,” Pro-
fessor Castan said.

Monash University’s Indig-
enous Studies Centre Director
Professor Russell said Time to
Listen serves as a vital resource in
fostering understanding, dialogue,
and engagement.

“The Voice to Parliament rep-
resents a transformative legal and
political institutional reform, but
its success hinges on our willing-
ness to truly listen to Indigenous
voices and ensure they are heard
loud and clear when they speak,”
Professor Russell said.

Professor Castan and Profes-
sor Russell’s Time to Listen is a
powerful testament to the need for
meaningful dialogue and action on
Indigenous rights and the Voice
to Parliament. @&

MELISSA CASTAN &
LYNETTE RUSSELL

TIME TO LISTEN: &

AN INDIGENOUS
VOICE TO
PARLIAMENT
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Holland:
A communist icon

Michal Boncza

In the middle of the open spaces of Kenaupark
in Haarlem, the Netherlands, a crowd of women
stand in a vigil around a life-size bronze statue
of Hannie Schaft.

Designed by Truus Menger-Oversteegen in 1982, it
depicts the legendary Dutch WW2 resistance fighter,
legs and arms outstretched in a combative posture
of defiance.

Freedom was, at the time, one generation away
from being extinguished by fascism and Schaft —
murdered at the tender age of 24 — epitomises the
courage, diligence, and ultimate sacrifice that it took
to defeat what Brecht called “the nakedest, most
shameless, most oppressive, and most treacherous
form of capitalism.”

Born 103 years ago on September 16 1920 in
Haarlem, Schaft was a WW2 Dutch communist resist-
ance fighter, alluded to as “the girl with the red hair”
— Hannie was her nom de guerre.

She studied to become a human rights lawyer when,
together with 80 per cent of fellow Dutch students,
she refused to sign an oath of allegiance to the Nazis
and joined the Raad van Verzet, or Council of Resist-
ance, led by the Communist Party of the Netherlands.

Her assignments involved all matter of clandes-
tine activities from courier and propaganda work
to smuggling weapons, sabotage, and the execution
of Dutch Nazi collaborators and traitors. She spoke
fluent German and was soon put on the Nazis’ ‘most
wanted’ list.

Schaft was part of a three-strong resistance cell
that included the Oversteegen sisters, Truus and
Freddie, both members of the communist youth who
worked as nurses, and whose parents were members
of International Red Aid and Comintern.

The youthful looks of the trio were an advantage,
providing ideal camouflage and allaying suspicion.

Highly principled, quick-witted, and fearless,
Schaft memorably refused to obey an order to kidnap
the children of a Nazi official, arguing that, had the
plan failed, the children would have to be killed which
would make such an outcome no different from Nazi
acts of terror.

On 1st March 1945, Schaft and Truus Overs-
teegen executed the Dutch-Nazi police officer Willem
Zirkzee in Haarlem. Two weeks later they wounded
Ko Langendijk, a collaborator of the SS intelligence
organisation Sicherheitsdienst (SD).

On 21st March however, Schaft was arrested at
a military checkpoint in Haarlem while distributing
the communist newspaper de Waarheid (The Truth).

Not immediately identified — her hair was dyed
black at the time — she was taken to a prison in Amster-
dam to be interrogated, brutally tortured and kept in
solitary confinement.

Eventually the cover was blown when her hair
grew enough to show its red roots, whereupon she was
denounced by her former colleague Anna Wijnhoff.

Jannetje Johanna “Hannie” Schaft was taken from
prison in April 1945 to the “killing fields” of the dunes
of Overveen near Bloemendaal by Nazi Dutch police
collaborators. Legend has it that when they failed
to kill her with their first shot she famously derided
them: “I can shoot better!” They responded with a
burst from a submachine gun which ended her life.

Like many victims of the murderous Nazi appara-
tus, both Dutch and German, “Hannie” was buried in
a shallow grave in the dunes where she was murdered.

Statue of Hannie Schaft — the Netherlands.
Photo: BJ Schoenmakers — public domain.

In total 422 bodies of resistance fighters were exhumed
there after the war.

Eight months later, on 27th November 1945,
she was reburied at the Dutch Honorary Cemetery
in Bloemendaal in the presence of members of the
Dutch government and the royal family, including
Queen Wilhelmina who called Schaft: “the symbol
of the Resistance.”

She was awarded the Dutch Resistance Cross and
received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from
General Dwight Eisenhower, as well as the Righteous
Among the Nations title from Israel.

Schaft’s assassin Maarten Kuiper was found guilty
in 1948, sentenced to death and executed. Somewhat
puzzlingly there are no records of the second killer,
Mattheus Schmitz, ever being prosecuted.

When McCarthyism corrupted public life in the
US, its pernicious anti-communist delusions spread
well beyond US borders and included the Netherlands.

Communist resistance fighters were suddenly tar-
geted by servile media to such an extent that in 1951
the Dutch government attempted to ban the annual
commemoration of Schaft’s death at her grave.

A mass protest of over 10,000 people prevented
this, but many were swayed as the political pendulum
of the cold war had swung across western Europe.

Since then, Schaft has been a subject of films,
songs, and books. From 1952 communists hold the
commemoration in her place of birth, Haarlem, on
the last Sunday of every November.
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Self-made

Absolutely nobody is really ‘self-made’. If you think you are, just
ask your parents to give you a little talk about the Facts of Life.
Biology aside, people who bill themselves as ‘self-made’ ignore
schools, society, friends, and education. In the case of near-bil-
lionaire Tim Gurner, he gets to call himself ‘self-made’ despite a
hefty loan from his family and a lot of family connections in the
world of property development. Tim was famous before for tell-
ing young people to knock off the avocado toast if they wanted
to afford a house (you can buy a median house in Melbourne for
only 56,666 not-eaten smashed avocado and toast breakfasts),
and now he’s freshly famous for wanting unemployment to go
up by 40 per cent and moaning that tradies earn too much. His
image as a clueless plutocrat is self-made, we'll give him that.

Common-sense (adjective),
common sense (noun)

Common sense is a classic weasel word because it's always
undefined. If a speaker calls something common sense, it
almost always means that the speaker can’t be bothered think-
ing of any alternatives to it and/or that they think their prejudices
are the world. Northern Territory Country-Liberal Party anti-
Voice zealot Jacinta Nampijinpa Price has said that political
leaders have been unwilling to apply common-sense approach-
es to Indigenous policy issues for fear of being branded racists.
Given how racist her friend and leader Peter Dutton has been
so far, we can only wonder what he would have done if fear of
coming across as racist hadn’t held him back. Price has also
said that Aboriginal people didn’'t have running water before
European settlement, so it’ll be a thrill for her when she sees her
first river.

Hyper-political

If we were honest about words, ‘political’ would just be an
adjective, not good or bad. A lot of things are political. As it is,
‘political’ is often used as a slur, and/or get-out-of-jail card, usu-
ally by people who live and breathe politics.

Here’s a case in point: it has just been confirmed that a compa-
ny which won a contract worth $110 million had 11 meetings with
Morrison government minister (and politician) Stuart Robert.
The company was linked to a very close associate of Robert’s.
Notes weren’t taken, and no officials from Robert’s department
were at the meetings. Wild coincidence, no doubt, but the par-
liamentary committee looking into it is referring the matter to the
National Anti-Corruption Commission just in case. Stuart Robert
calls the whole thing a “hyper-political attack”.

Villain

Everyone is bagging Tim Gurner (see above) because he said
tradies are spoilt and we need unemployment to rise so that
workers remember who they work for. Pity the commentator
who'd like to get some mileage out of this, but is about 8000
social media posts and columns behind. What they can do is
talk about Tim being made a ‘villain.” This focuses our attention
on the real victim of a system where Tim Gurner is almost a bil-
lionaire — Tim Gurner. He’s the victim of a ‘pile-on’ (see previous
Weasel Words columns). Villains are silly-but-fun fictional crea-
tions who give the likes of Batman and James Bond a hard time,
so saying that Tim Gurner has been made a ‘villain’ makes it
look like the thousands of working people who find him obnox-
ious are exaggerating. They aren’t. Tim has been rightly bagged
for his mask-off moments.

Mature debate

A mature debate is certainly better than a childish or immature
debate. The weasel use of the term is when someone really
don’t have any good response to their opponents, but wants to
seem like the adult in the room. Anti-Voice opportunist Warren
Mundine has said that Australia needs to have a ‘mature debate’
about changing the date of Australia Day — once he’s finished
campaigning against big changes that affect Indigenous people,
that is. Given that Mundine is part of an organisation trying to
use ‘change the date’ as a bogey-man to scare people off the
Voice, he seems, if not immature, at least confused.
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The news is full of headlines
about ‘China’s economic collapse’
- ignore them

John Ross

Senior Fellow at the Chongyang
Institute at Renmin University of
China

In the last four years, covering
the period of the COVID pan-
demic, China’s economy has
grown two-and-a-half times
as fast as the US, 15 times as
fast as France, 23 times as fast
as Japan, 45 times as fast as
Germany, and 480 times as
fast as Britain.

To add in smaller G7 coun-
tries, China has grown four times
as fast as Canada, and 11 times as
fast as Italy.

China’s outperformance of
advanced capitalist countries is
even greater in per capita terms — a
still better measure of productivity
changes and potential for increas-
ing living standards.

China’s per capita GDP grew
three times as fast as the US, five
times as fast as Italy, 44 times as
fast as Japan or France, and 260
times as fast as Britain — while
per capita GDP fell in Germany
and Canada.

China’s outperformance of
developing capitalist countries
shows the same pattern — China’s
per capita 4.4 per cent GDP annual
average growth compares to 2.6 per
cent in India, 1.3 per cent in Brazil,
or 0.9 per cent in South Africa.

What is important about such
economic growth, of course, is not
abstract statistics but its meaning
for the real lives of ordinary people.

The International Labour
Organisation data on real, inflation-
adjusted, wages shows that up to
the latest available data — for most
countries to 2022, and for India to
2021 — China’s annual real wage
growth was 4.7 per cent.

For Britain it was 0.1 per cent,
for the US it was 0.3 per cent, in
France it was minus 0.4 per cent,
in Germany minus 0.7 per cent and
in India minus 1.3 per cent. [The
real value of Australian wages fell
by 4.5 per cent in the same period.]

Given this enormous economic
outperformance by China of capital-
ist countries, any rational discus-
sion that should be taking place in
Western mainstream media about
the international economic situa-
tion would be ask, “why is China’s
economy hugely outperforming
the US and the rest of the capital-
ist West?” and, “what lessons are
to be learned from China’s socialist
economy that is so outperforming
the West?”

For the left, the issue that needs
to be assessed and publicised is,
“Why are real wages rising 18 times
as fast in China as in the US, 44
times as fast as in Britain, while
in France, Germany, or India real
wages are falling?”

Indeed, the present author
would argue that much greater
stress should be placed on the
latter point. The international left
has begun to absorb that China has
lifted more than 850 million people
out of World Bank-defined poverty
in 40 years — by far the greatest
poverty reduction achievement in
human history.

But it has not yet internalised
how rapidly not only the poorest
but average living standards are
rising in China — far faster than in
any Western country.

But, of course, this real eco-
nomic situation can’t be discussed
in the mainstream media, because
its conclusions would be too dam-
aging for the capitalist West.

Instead, a type of mad discus-
sion is unfolding, with US claims
about China’s economy becom-
ing increasingly bizarre — one
might say deranged — as they get
further and further out of touch
with reality.

President Joe Biden, for exam-
ple, recently made a speech claim-
ing China’s economic growth rate
is “around 2 per cent,” when it was
5.5 per cent in the first half of this
year and, as already noted, China’s
economy is growing two-and-a-half
times as fast as the US.

Biden bizarrely claimed that in

China “the number of people who
are of retirement age is larger than
the number of people of working
age” — entirely false, and inaccurate
by a figure of many hundreds of
millions of people.

Discussion in the US financial
media equally refuses to face real
facts. Because I am an economist,
every morning, after the overall
news, I switch on Bloomberg TV
to catch up on the latest economic
data. Discussion there is like Alice
Through the Looking Glass — the
principle of which is that every-
thing is reversed compared to the
real world.

Apparently, according to
Bloomberg’s analysis, China’s
annual average of 4.5 per cent a
year growth in the last four years
is an economy in severe crisis,
whereas the US’s 1.8 per cent is
allegedly strong growth — not to
speak of Britain’s 0.1 per cent.
Similar rhetoric, out of all contact
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with factual reality, pervades the
Financial Times, The Economist,
or the Wall Street Journal.

The left is well used to such US
political lying — the completely fake
claim that North Vietnamese ships
attacked US naval vessels on 4th
August 1964 in the Gulf of Tonkin,
used to launch the Vietnam war, or
the equally untrue claim that Iraq
had weapons of mass destruction
to justify the US invasion, were
classic examples.

Today, the US systematically
lies about the state of China and its
own economy because it is crucial
for US capitalism to prevent its
own citizens, and close allies, from
understanding the real economic
trends.

It is further proof, if one were
needed, of the truth that if the real
world and a theory do not coincide
only one of two things can be done.
One is to abandon the theory, the
other is to abandon the real world.

In this case, the theory is that
the US, because it is capitalist,
should outperform socialist China.
The real world is actual economic
performance — in which China
continues to outperform the US
and other capitalist countries by
an enormous margin.

Unable to abandon its theory
the US is therefore forced to aban-
don the real world — hence the
demented denial of comparative
economic performance noted at
the beginning of this article.

The result in China is by far the
world’s most rapid rise in living
standards — not only for the poorest
but for the whole average popula-
tion. It is known as the practical
advantage of socialism. It is fact.
We know why the US has to make
up big lies about it.

Mormning Star (edited for reasons of
space) @

“"Why are real wages rising 18 times
as fast in China as in the US?”
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