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Not alright
In arguing for a YES vote for an Indigenous Voice 

to Parliament, we are arguing change. People who 
oppose the Voice sometimes say that the injustices 
are all in the past, and that Australia is a fair place 
now. The latest nonsense from the No campaign is 
Mundine and Price saying exactly that. Things are 
alright the way they are now, they say. Colonisation 
had good eff ects. Price even said that Indigenous 
people should be grateful for running water – as 
though rivers didn’t exist before the invasion, and 
as though European settlement were the only way to 
get infrastructure up and running. Incredibly, Price 
said that there are no “ongoing negative impacts of 
colonisation.”

Price’s comments were widely ridiculed, but 
the assimilationist logic underneath them is very 
popular. Things are alright, they suggest, stop com-
plaining.  Are things alright?

Is it alright that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people are imprisoned out of all propor-
tion to their percentage of the population?

Is it alright that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people die far younger on average than 
non-indigenous people?

Is it alright that Aboriginal Australians have 
far higher rates of suicide than non-indigenous 
Australians?

Is it alright that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Australians are subject to arbitrary uses 
of power by a state they have little say in, as for 
example in the Intervention?

None of these things are ‘alright.’ Voting against 
the Voice means voting for things to remain as they 
are, only worse, with racists emboldened by what 
they will see as a win, and the Liberal Party con-
fi rmed in its habit of using racist dog whistles for 
political success. 

One response to the above facts is that the Voice 
will not ‘fi x’ all the problems, the entrenched dis-
advantage that First Nations people face. This is a 
furphy. It’s true that the Voice on its own will not 
‘fi x’ problems. On its own, the Voice can’t do that.

What an Indigenous Voice to Parliament will do is 
give a higher profi le to Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander concerns, and give First Nations people 
more direct, and democratic, input on government 
decisions. 

It’s quite common for Australian governments to 
announce actions to ‘fi x’ Indigenous disadvantage in 
this country. Various solutions are dreamed up, ac-
tion is taken, in a way that makes the non-indigenous 
bourgeois politicians look good. In these fi xes, what’s 
missing is the involvement of the people being ‘fi xed.’ 

The Voice is an exception to the long line of pa-
ternalistic fi xes. It comes from the Uluru Statement 
from the Heart, developed over a long and very 
democratic process by Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people. The Voice will mean that First 
Nations people are heard closely on matters that 
aff ect the fi rst people to live on this continent.

None of the disadvantage that Indigenous people 
face will be changed easily. History shows that posi-
tive changes come from persistent struggle.

The Communist Party of Australia was the fi rst 
political party in this country to support Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people in their struggle 
for Land Rights and sovereignty. We have been 
standing with First Nations people ever since. We 
are supporting the Voice to Parliament because it 
will give impetus to struggles to come.

We call on all Party members and supporters to 
work for a YES vote to the Voice because things as 
they are now are far from alright. Vote YES!
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Terrorist attack on Cuban 
embassy: statement in 

solidarity
The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia condemns in the strong-
est possible terms the latest 
terrorist attack on the Cuban 
Embassy in Washington DC. 

The attack on the night of 24th 
September 2023 cannot be left to 
pass with impunity. The US gov-
ernment has the responsibility to 
provide security to all diplomatic 
representations in the United States 
under the Vienna Convention, the 
Cuban diplomatic representation is 
not an exception. 

While there were no injuries 
to the diplomatic personnel, there 

was damage to the property and it 
is the second attack on the Cuban 
Embassy which is located only a 
few kilometres from the heart of 
the US government. 

The perpetrators of the earlier 
2020 riffl  e attacks on the diplomatic 
mission have never been located 
and brought to account. This is 
unacceptable for any diplomatic 
missions in any country. 

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia stands in solidarity with 
Cuba and its government in this 
diffi  cult time. We note that this new 
act of terrorism happened at the 

same time President Miguel Diaz-
Canel participated at the UN Gen-
eral Assembly and other solidarity 
events organised by grass roots 
organisations that stand against 
the US blockade on Cuba and its 
inclusion in the US unilateral list 
of countries sponsors of terrorism. 

Let Cuba Live! 
Down with the US blockade 

on Cuba! 
Cuba off  the list!

Communist Party 
of Australia 

International Department 
26th September 2023.

On 14th October vote and write YES!

For the last 4 months since launching a week of action in July, the CPA has actively campaigned 
for an Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People’s Voice to Parliament.

At its meeting in January the Central Committee, responding to the announcement of the ref-
erendum ‘came out proudly in favour of a YES vote in the upcoming referendum on a Voice to 
parliament for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples’.

At the time, Andrew Irving, CPA General Secretary said “The referendum question presents us 
with an opportunity for historical change, for Australia to enshrine a First Nations Voice. The 
answer must be YES!”.

We also recognised that at the same time as supporting the Voice, land rights, real recognition, 
prosperity, and control over the affairs of the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people will not 
be gifted or bestowed on them by Australia’s dominant capitalist class. The CPA knows that real 
change only happens through consistent and ongoing campaigning, struggle, and the solidarity 
with the people.

The CPA expresses disappointment that the Referendum didn’t get bipartisan support, making it 
a big challenge to obtain the required double majority.

In fact, the Coalition’s decision has divided public opinion and through the use of lies, misinfor-
mation and disinformation it has fuelled a very negative campaign full of expressions of racism 
and ugly comments spread particularly on social media. Some of those attacks have also aired 
through the mass media.

The CPA condemns in the strongest possible terms the public attacks on the YES campaign by 
negatively using the name of the Communist Party of Australia as aired on the print, news chan-
nels and social platforms.

The Communist Party of Australia has been active at every major campaign for Aboriginal Justice 
for the last 100 years. We list: the Day of Mourning (150 years of white rule), the strike struggles 
in the Pilbara, the Walk off of Wave Hill (from ‘Little things big things grow’), the Tent Embassy, 
the bicentennial March, Aboriginal Deaths in Custody, Black Lives Matter and many more.

The CPA was the fi rst political party in Australia to fi ght for Aboriginal land and human rights. This 
clearly demonstrates that the CPA cannot be compared to or associated with the abhorrent ideol-
ogy of Nazism which is racist, antisemitic, dictatorial and violent.

The CPA is strongly committed to the struggle of Indigenous Australians for recognition, truth tell-
ing, treaty and land rights regardless of the outcome of the Referendum. We look forward to a 
brighter day after the Referendum, a day of opportunity and against the status quo.

The CPA calls on all its members and supporters to vote and write YES in the Saturday 14th 
October Referendum.

Communist Party of Australia
Enlarged Central Committee

Sunday 1st October 2023
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Anna Pha

Last month the Labor government 
released its white paper on employ-
ment, Working Future (WF). Its stated 
objective is “sustained and inclusive full 
employment.” It has been heralded by 
some in the media as an alternative to 
neoliberalism. But is it?

It should not be forgotten that it was the 
Hawke/Keating Labor government that intro-
duced neoliberalism in Australia – referred 
to as ‘economic rationalism’ at the time.

WF says that “everyone who wants a job 
should be able to fi nd one without having to 
search for too long.” That is certainly not 
the language of neoliberalism. Neoliberals 
carry out endless debates over the level of 
unemployment that constitutes “full employ-
ment” – whether it is 5 per cent or 4.5 per 
cent and so on.

There are many warm- and fuzzy-sound-
ing words that nobody could disagree with in 
the white paper. WF “crystallises our ambition 
for a dynamic and inclusive labour market 
in which Australians have the opportunity 
for secure, well-paid jobs in a country where 
workers, employers and communities can 
thrive and adapt.”

It notes that there are “critical risks 
arising in our economy that markets alone 
cannot solve,” and talks about government 
playing a role. Privatisation and deregula-
tion – central themes of neoliberalism – are 
not mentioned. 

A lot of the social issues covered are not 
neoliberal ones. Gender equality, people with 
disabilities, Indigenous Australians, early 
childhood education and care, residential 
aged care, housing, regional and remote com-
munities, and renewables all get a mention.

“The government is acting to broaden 
and deepen our industrial base, investing 
in capabilities critical to Australia’s future,” 
WF says.

There is a roadmap to address these 
issues by various means with the aim of 
getting more people into the workforce and 
covering labour shortages.

GOVERNMENT 
INVESTMENT

WF says the government will play a role 
in investing in people and industry.

At present the offi  cial number of unem-
ployed and underemployed people is around 
three million. There are structural barriers 
to employment such as lack of aff ordable 
early childhood education and care, a mis-
match between skills and job vacancies, 
lack of access to transport, lack of hous-
ing where jobs are located, entrenched 
disadvantage, caring responsibilities, and 
fi nancial barriers.

Investment in people includes meas-
ures to address the housing crisis. The aim, 
working in partnership with the states and 
territories, is to deliver 1.2 million new 
homes over fi ve years from 1st July 2024. 
This is an aim, not a plan. There is refer-
ence to “social and aff ordable housing” but 
no mention of public housing. The housing 
will be built by the private sector and it is 
not clear how much of this housing will be 
rental accommodation. It sounds more like 
a gift to developers.

There will be a new remote jobs program 
in consultation with First Nations people 
and remote communities, including a trial, 
creating up to 200 jobs in remote areas. Why 

a trial? There are so many unmet needs and 
unemployment is higher in remote areas.

Migration is part of the mix. “Migra-
tion is not a substitute for investing in the 
skills of Australians. However, well-targeted 
migration can complement local skills while 
contributing to productivity growth.”

“The education system is central to our 
goal of fi lling skills needs and building our 
future workforce.” There are measures relat-
ing to universities, TAFE and the private VET 
sector. In areas of skills shortage a further 
300,000 fee-free TAFE places in addition 
to the 215,000 already announced that will 
be off ered from 2024.

There will be new Regional and Suburban 
University Study Hubs and TAFE Centres of 
Excellence focusing on priority areas.

“The $15 billion National Reconstruc-
tion Fund will provide fi nance to projects to 
leverage Australia’s natural and competitive 
strengths in the following priority areas: 
renewables and low emission technologies; 
medical science; transport; value-add in the 
agriculture, forestry and fi sheries sectors; 
value-add in resources (read fossil fuels and 
rare earths); defence capability (read war 
preparations and nuclear submarines); and 
enabling capabilities.”

It appears that this investment will be 
in the private sector.

WAGES & JOBS
“Inclusive full employment is about 

broadening opportunities, lowering barri-
ers to work including discrimination, and 
reducing structural underutilisation over 
time to increase the level of employment in 
our economy.”

“The government will seek to promote a 
labour market with jobs that are safe, secure, 
fairly paid and provide mutually benefi cial 
fl exibility to workers and employers.” Sounds 
great. In practice “fl exibility” in the work-
place means fl exibility for employers, not 
for workers. Secure, safe and “fairly paid” 
jobs are only won by a strong militant union 
movement, but the right to strike and other 
trade union rights are not on the agenda.

“In the long term, real wage growth 
depends on productivity growth, a dynamic 
and competitive labour market and eff ective 
wage-setting institutions.”

A “competitive labour market” reeks 
more of neoliberalism with a race to the 
bottom in working conditions and wages. 
As for “productivity growth,” that depends 
on employers – the investments they make, 
sacking workers or increasing the rate of 
exploitation of workers. There is no mention 
of wages keeping up with infl ation and while 
real wages are so low, employers have little 
incentive to make the necessary investments 
to increase productivity.

“A system of minimum wages, bargaining 
and a culture of genuine workplace coopera-
tion can support both higher productivity 
and higher wage growth for workers.”

“Workplace cooperation” harks back to 
the Hawke/Keating government when under 
the Accord between the ACTU and Labor 
Party, workers cooperated with employers. 
Wages were frozen and the union movement 
committed to making no extra claims of 
employers. It was outright class collabora-
tion with disastrous results for workers and 
trade unions.

NEOLIBERALISM
So has Labor really abandoned 

neoliberalism?
By and large the consequences and ide-

ology of neoliberalism remain intact. The 
public sector’s role in the economy is not 
restored. Privatisations are not reversed. 
Competition rears its ugly head in a world 
of monopoly capital.

When it comes to full employment being a 
reality, WF says: “Sustained full employment 
is about minimising volatility in economic 
cycles and keeping employment as close 
as possible to the current maximum level 
consistent with low and stable infl ation.”

This is exactly what the Reserve Bank of 
Australia is doing. It is attempting to increase 
unemployment with the aim of reducing 
infl ation to some arbitrary level. It goes to 
the heart of neoliberalism.

Economists refer to the non-accelerat-
ing infl ation rate of unemployment, or the 
NAIRU, which they say represents the level 
of unemployment consistent with stable 
infl ation.

With a note of optimism, WF says, “The 
NAIRU should not be confused with, nor 
constrain, longer-term policy objectives.” 
How long do workers have to wait for full 
employment?

Since the time of Karl Marx there has 
always been unemployment – a reserve 
army of labour that employers can draw 
on or dispense with according to needs at a 
particular time. The unemployed are always 
there as a threat to those in work that they 
can be thrown on the scrap heap if they make 
demands of an employer.

This reserve army is intrinsic to capital-
ism. Capitalism has never had, and will never 
achieve full employment.

While there are a number of positive 
reforms, they mainly tinker with the main 
thrust of economic policy in Australia.

If workers are to gain “sustained and 
inclusive full employment” it will require 
far more radical reforms including:
• Free education from early childhood 

through to university with the necessary 
income support

• Trade union rights including the right 
to strike

• Planning of economic development
• A greater role for the public sector in 

areas such as housing, renewables, 
medical research, pharmaceuticals, and 
the building of a merchant fl eet

• Progressive taxation reform including 
the repeal of the stage three tax cuts for 
the wealthy

• Reversal of privatisation of key infra-
structure including communications, 
energy, transport, insurance, and 
banking.

Cancelling the AUKUS plan to purchase 
nuclear submarines would free up resources 
to create real sustainable employment.  

Australia

SRG workers at ALCOA in Worsley & Kwinana WA took industrial action over wages and conditions. If workers are to gain “sustained and 
inclusive full employment” it will require far more radical reforms including trade union rights.

Working future?
Cancel AUKUS

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA BLOCKADE ON CUBASTOP USA BLOCKADE ON CUBA
Join us in Sydney to demand that the USA stops the blockade on Cuba with Join us in Sydney to demand that the USA stops the blockade on Cuba with 

the right to self determination. Also stop Venezuela & Gaza blockades.the right to self determination. Also stop Venezuela & Gaza blockades.

4:15 pm Tuesday 17th October – 50 Miller Street North Sydney

Support theSupport the Guardian Guardian  
by donating to Press Fundby donating to Press Fund
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Karl Marx exposed the real meaning of “free trade” in 
1848. “What is free trade under the present condition 
of society?” he asked. “It is freedom of capital. When 
you have overthrown the few national barriers which still 
restrict the progress of capital, you will merely have given 
it complete freedom of action. So long as you let the 
relation of wage labour to capital exist, it does not matter 
how favourable the conditions under which the exchange 
of commodities takes place, there will always be a class 
which will exploit and a class which will be exploited. It is 
really diffi cult to understand the claim of the free-traders 
who imagine that the more advantageous application of 
capital will abolish the antagonism between industrial 
capitalist and wage workers. On the contrary, the only 
result will be that the antagonism of these two classes will 
stand out still more clearly. Do not allow yourselves to be 
deluded by the abstract word ‘freedom.’ Whose freedom? 
It is not the freedom of one individual in relation to another, 
but the freedom of capital to crush the worker. All the 
destructive phenomena which unlimited competition 
gives rise to within one country are reproduced in more 
gigantic proportions on the world market. One other thing 
must never be forgotten, namely, that just as everything 
has become a monopoly, there are also some branches 
of industry which dominate all others, and secure to the 
nations which most largely cultivate them, the command 
of the world market ... Do not imagine ... that in criticising 
freedom of trade we have the least intention of defending 
the system of protection ... The protectionism system is 
nothing but a means of establishing large-scale industry in 
any given country, that is to say, of making it dependent 
upon the world market, and from the moment that 
dependence upon the world market is established, there is 
already more or less dependence upon free trade.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Optus

It takes some time to create the best conditions for a big 
company like Telstra to be taken over by private enterprise. 
Private companies want all the dirty work, like sacking 
thousands of staff, to be done for them in advance. They 
want the latest technology to be acquired at the public’s 
expense and then, when all this has been done, the plums 
can be picked by private companies. Another hurdle is the 
opposition of the Australian people who mostly opposed 
to the sell-off of their collective property. In 1999 the then 
Howard Coalition government set Telstra’s full privatisation 
in motion with the appointment of Ziggy Switkowski 
as Chief Executive Offi cer. (Switkowski is currently 
organising a cover-up at PWC on behalf of the Albanese 
government.) Switkowski is listed among the clique of top 
company executives in Australia who are committed to 
private enterprise and, when on the boards of a publicly-
owned companies, do all they can to push the privatisation 
cause. Switkowski has close ties to both the Murdochs 
and Packers and was on the board of Optus; Optus has 
been a big winner in the deregulation and privatisation of 
telecommunications. Like its other “competitors” it simply 
attached itself to Telstra’s integrated national system 
created from taxpayers’ money, as parasites do.

AUKUS EMBRACES AI
Matilda Byrne

Innovation in autonomy and investment in 
AI for defence is shared by Australia’s allies, 
especially the US and UK. Cooperation between 
these countries on autonomous capabilities is 
set to increase through the AUKUS security 
alliance. The alliance was announced to fos-
ter cooperation for regional security between 
these partners but has received criticism in 
Australia from analysts, academics, past gov-
ernment leaders including Former Prime Min-
isters Paul Keating and Malcolm Turnbull, and 
the public including the civil society Austral-
ian Anti-AUKUS coalition. 

AUKUS’s next phase, or ‘second pillar,’ focuses 
on technology sharing of ‘advanced capabilities,’ a 
major aspect being AI. Cooperation on advanced 
capabilities is intended to increase security and the 
ability of the three partners and their defence forces 
to work together. The advanced capabilities pillar was 
recently showcased in a joint ‘autonomy trial’ hosted 
by the UK, with collaboration of all three militaries at 
the testing. This is just the outset of collaboration on 
AI-enabled capabilities through the alliance. 

Recently, the Australian government also 
announced a new scheme, the Advanced Strategic 
Capabilities Accelerator, with autonomy as a prior-
ity area. This was in response to the recent Defence 
Strategic Review’s fi ndings, and AUKUS’ second 

pillar. The Defence Strategic Review only contained 
one other reference to autonomy; a general refer-
ence to air capabilities and specifi cally Ghost Bat 
(uncrewed aerial vehicle). Given the extensive land-
scape of development in autonomy for defence, the 
limited references seem unusual, as it is repeatedly 
articulated as a priority. 

By contrast, the 2020 Defence Strategic Update 
outlined how “emerging technology will be rap-
idly utilised and incorporated into the new strategic 
framework, with autonomous weapon systems and 
long-range weapons being increasingly developed, 
researched and tested.”

The last few years have illustrated the pursuit 
of this. Deputy Prime Minister and Defence Min-
ister, Richard Marles, recently commented on the 
Advanced Strategic Capabilities Accelerator and said 
that, “Australia must invest in the transition to new 
and innovative technologies for our Defence Force.” 
Autonomy is seen as central to these goals. 

QUESTION OF ETHICS
Some of the ethical concerns of developing in this 

area have been recognised in a paper on AI ethics in 
defence commissioned by the Australian Department 
of Defence in 2021. It proposed three diff erent tools: 
an Ethical AI for Defence Checklist, Ethical AI Risk 
Matrix, and a Legal and Ethical Assurance Program 
Plan, but these do not refl ect current Australian 
defence policy. 

The Australian government uses a framework for 
the development of all weapons called the “System 
of Control.” This framework does not have specifi c 
considerations related to autonomous capabilities 
in the weapons design or how the weapon operates. 
Policy is lacking on limits to how autonomy is used in 
weapons and the amount of human control required, 
in particular over the ‘critical functions’ of selecting 
targets and deciding to attack. 

Without the establishment of clear policy, devel-
opment is unfettered. The legal, ethical and security 
risks are not being adequately addressed. 
Declassifi ed Australia
(edited for reasons of space)  Non-mainstream 

news on Sunday 
mornings at 9:15.
Available 
via podcast.
3CR.org.au.

Campus-wide strike 
at Melbourne Uni

National Tertiary Education 
Union members at the Uni-
versity of Melbourne have 
launched an unprecedent-
ed one-week, campus-wide 
strike.

In a signifi cant escalation of 
industrial action, all NTEU mem-
bers  stopped work from midday 
on October 2 until 11.59pm on 
October 8.

This action follows the historic 
strike in August. 

Union members in key parts of 
the University went on strike for a 
week or more over management’s 
failure to engage with reasonable 
claims around secure jobs and a 
pay rise.

NTEU members at RMIT have 
also gone on strike for half the day, 
marked with a rally weloming a 
march from University of Mel-
bourne NTEU members.

NTEU National President Dr 
Alison Barnes said:

“Victoria is seeing unprec-
edented strike action in universities 
because staff  have had enough of 
being denied fair pay, secure jobs 
and safe workloads.

“The University of Melbourne 
has engaged in $45 million worth 

of wage theft and hands $1.5 mil-
lion a year to its vice-chancellor.

“The idea that any of the union’s 
claims are anything but aff ordable 
and practical ways to improve the 
university simply doesn’t stack up.

NTEU Victoria Division Secre-
tary Sarah Roberts said:

“NTEU members at the Uni-
versity of Melbourne and RMIT 
are showing incredible resolve in 
the face of managements that are 
refusing to constructively engage 
on very modest claims.

“Providing staff with safe 
workloads must be a priority for 
all employers, especially public 
universities.

“All across the state, this year 
we’ve seen staff say enough is 
enough. This is about ensuring our 
universities serve staff , students 
and the public as best they can.”

NTEU University of Melbourne 
Acting Branch Secretary Chloe 
Mackenzie said:

“Despite some progress since 
the last strike, there are simply 
too many areas that management 
has failed to engage constructively 
on,” she said.

“This follows months of delay 
on the part of management leaving 

staff  with little choice but to take 
the drastic step of a university-wide 
strike for a whole working week.

“Our critical claim to address 
excessive workloads has been 
ignored; we haven’t seen anywhere 
near enough progress on limiting 
restructures; and the University 
continues to refuse to provide for 
reasonable working from home 
arrangements for professional 
staff .”

“Moreover, despite recent news 
stories which have spotlighted insti-
tutional racism perpetrated within 
the University against Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander staff  
and students, management haven’t 
budged on our very modest claims 
for mandatory provision of cultural 
awareness and safety training for 
all staff  nor a requirement that 
cultural load be recognised in the 
workload allocations of indigenous 
employees.

“University senior manage-
ment have strongly emphasised 
that they want a union agreement 
completed soon – we call on them 
to progress negotiations so that this 
goal is achieved.”
National Tertiary Education Union 
(NTEU) 

cpa.org.au/shopcpa.org.au/shop
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Report

South Australia 
Inghams picket

Liam Ellis

CPA members in Adelaide 
attended the recent United 
Workers Union (UWU) pick-
et against Inghams chicken. 
The workers at the Adelaide 
worksite are almost entirely 
migrant labourers – placards 
boasted slogans in at least 
four languages. After over 20 
years without a strike, many 
Inghams workers are paid as 
little as $22 per hour for the 
kind of work that most people 
would never consider taking 
on. But now, the workers are 
organised enough to stand up 
against the low pay, abysmal 
working conditions and con-
temptuous treatment dished 
out by their bosses.

The picket started at midnight 
on Thursday night, 21st Septem-
ber. The bosses made numerous 
attempts to get scabs onsite, at one 
point becoming desperate enough 
to cut open a fence rather than try 
to get them past the picket lines on 
the gates. By sunrise it was clear 
that they couldn’t get enough scabs 
in, and the situation calmed down.

Delegates displayed an excellent 
degree of discipline in this crucial 
stage. While resolutely refusing to 
let anyone come in as scab labour, 
they reached out to their colleagues 

and convinced a signifi cant number 
of them to join the union at the 
picket line.

At one point management 
asked the delegates to agree to let 
a truck out as a show of good faith, 
in return for resuming negotiations. 
The workers voted to do so, but it 
quickly became clear that man-
agement wasn’t prepared to off er 
anything. This call for “good faith” 
was just the latest of management’s 
threats, tricks and other dirty tac-
tics to try and get product past the 
picket line for sale.

The bosses’ sinister tactics 
culminated in their decision to 
position skips full of stinking off al 
to rot in the sun by key gates, and 
along the fence where the picket 
was concentrated. The smell was 
overpowering, but the workers’ 
resolve was stronger. Inghams 
told the press that the placement 
of the skips was “not deliberate,” 
but the bins’ tactical placement left 
no room for doubt.

On Tuesday, having refused 
two prior off ers from the company 
since the start of the picket, the 
delegates accepted management’s 
off er. There isn’t space to include 
all the details here, but it includes 
a 13 per cent pay rise over 3 years, 
guarantees of casual conversion, 
limits to the use of labour hire and 
an independent investigation of 

management’s bullying and har-
assment of workers.

As industrial action is some-
thing of a rarity in 21st-century 
Australia, it’s worth noting some 
lessons learned at the Inghams 
picket. Hopefully this will assist 
those who are considering strike 
action for the fi rst time.

While we cannot tolerate scabs 
undermining industrial action, a 
signifi cant number of workers will 
remain uncommitted until events 
force them to take a side. It’s impor-
tant to leave room for them to come 
over to the union side.

Some shifts and some locations 
will be less popular than others. 
It’s necessary to be proactive about 
covering them – providing a mar-
quee where there’s no shelter, and 
making sure that isolated locations 
are supplied with sunscreen, food 
and water all helps to encourage 
people to maintain a presence in a 
key location away from the action. 
Providing blankets and planning 
for a night shift makes it easier 
to ensure that enough people will 
maintain a presence overnight.

The start of the picket is the 
hardest part. It’s crucial to make 
sure there are enough members 
and supporters to hold the line 
until the bosses realise they can’t 
get past. 

Hannah Middleton

With the escalating development of space warfare facilities in 
Australia, as part of the AUKUS deal, it is useful to look at how 
one such development was defeated in Hawaii.

Hawaiian activist Koohan Paik-Mander reports that in 2019, 
when plans were announced for an Aerospace Development 
Corporation (ADC) and a rocket launchpad in Hawaii, she 
attacked it in the media, which caused the ADC proposal to be 
dropped the following day:

She wrote that the proposal to “establish the Hawaii aero-
space development corporation to grow investments and job 
opportunities in the aerospace industry and for workforce 
development,” would in fact be “a step closer in fusing Hawaii 
with a 21st Century arms race.”

The ADC, Koohan pointed out, would be run by unelected offi -
cials; be empowered to issue special-purpose bonds to benefi t 
aerospace/defence corporations doing business in Hawaii, and 
would secure state funding via loans directed by the governor 
through the state general fund, interest free.

It would also authorise the use of public lands, including road-
ways and easements, for launch sites and other industrial 
parks, and the acquisition of private property, including waters, 
minerals, submerged lands and air space.

The ADC would be exempt from paying state and county tax-
es with its main purpose being to funnel seemingly unlimited 
fi nancial and natural resources to corporations with no public 
oversight.

The proposed Aerospace Development Corporation would 
serve no one, Koohan insisted in her article, “except for corpo-
rations that could not be held accountable due to the absence 
of transparency and democratic process.”

Hawaii already ranks lowest in the US on return of services 
for taxes spent. Creation of the ADC with its built-in outfl ow of 
subsidies would have solidifi ed this dubious ranking.

In 2014, a large explosion after a rocket launch on Kodiak 
Island in Alaska caused serious damage to the launch infra-
structure and scattered debris and toxic chemicals across the 
coastal landscape. Kodiak residents still complain that there 
has never been verifi able success in cleaning up the mess.

According to Alaska Public Media, a Department of Defence 
employee confessed that the launch facility existed solely to 
siphon millions of dollars every year for a project that had no 
practical use, despite the promises of jobs and a new thriving 
economy.

Aerospace industrialists no doubt view these developments as 
opportunities to build more launch pads and expand profi ts. 

“The reality,” Koohan insisted, “is that this is a sector that 
involves missiles, nuclear weapons, nontransparency and 
astronomical government subsidies. The aerospace defence 
corporations are already highly opaque due to non-disclosure 
clauses that are routine in the industry. 

“Creating the Hawaii ADC would create yet another level of 
non transparency that would distance tax-paying citizens ever 
more from their right to know how public moneys are spent. 
It would also refresh the strategic bullseye target on Hawaii in 
high-visibility paint.”

Koohan asked: “Is this really what the Aloha State should be 
supporting? 

“When President Trump pulled out of the Paris Climate Accord, 
Gov. David Ige proudly signed two bills into law the following 
month, declaring that the state of Hawaii would defy the Trump 
administration by committing to the principles of the Paris 
Accord. 

“Likewise, just because Trump has no desire to restrain the 
threat of war, does that mean that Hawaii should adapt its eco-
nomic possibilities in lockstep?”

She summed up her opposition to the plan by stating that 
creating the Aerospace Development Corporation would be 
unacceptable because it fl ies directly in the face of democracy, 
transparency, sustainability, fi scal responsibility and aloha.

We must be prepared to fi ght the same battle here in Australia.

PEACE NOTES

I’ve seen so much history
I was just 17 when the ’67 referendum gave us 
the right to exist and to be counted in the place 
we’d always called home.

I’d turned 22 when the Larrakia people, my people, 
raised the petition for our remarkable coastline to 
fi nally be given back.

By the time I’d turned 25, Whitlam fi nally poured 
that famous red Kalkarindji sand into Vincent Ling-
iari’s hand.

I was 58 when the government said sorry – for 
the pain and the heartache, for the families destroyed 
and the children who were taken. Simple words that 
took so long to be spoken.

By the time I’d turned 67, the Uluru Statement 
from The Heart was written in ink, and we had a plan 
to decide our future – to gain a real voice of our own.

I’m 73 today, a Larrakia elder, and in my time I’ve 
seen so many promises made and broken. Govern-
ments come and go. I’ve watched mouths wide open 
and ears shut closed.

I’ve seen gaps get wider, disadvantage spread 
further, and our voices go largely unheard.

But for the fi rst time in such a long time, I feel 
optimistic about the future we’re creating.

This referendum isn’t about politics or constitu-
tions or governments or legislation – it came from 
us, not from them.

It’s about fi nally answering a handful of questions 
that have plagued generations of our people:

How do we keep our kids at school? How do we 
stop our communities’ suff ering? How do we fi ght 
the scourge of domestic violence, suicide, and poor 
mental health?

How do we stop repeating this same terrible 
cycle month after month, year after year, decade 
after decade?

Some people say to me “You’re an elder, why don’t 
you fi x this problem.”

Well, we need to have a seat at the table. Let me 
have a say and bring our suggested solutions to these 
major issues.

The Voice gives us a platform and a way forward.
We’re not asking for money, we’re not 

asking for your backyards. We want recognition 
and acknowledgment, we want to be included.

I’m tired of people making decisions for me and 
my community. Anyone else would be too.

Let us have our say and bring our solutions. Let 
us have our voice.

Give our kids a better life.
Aunty Bilawara Lee

Senior Larrakia Elder
Yes23



6  9th October 2023 Guardian

WORTH READING

Pilots Association: Step down, Goyder!

Manifesto of the Commu-
nist Party, Karl Marx and 
Friedrich Engels, Progress 
Publishers Moscow, 1977

The lasting beauty of this little 
book is that ever since 1848 it has 
rarely been out of print. It is read 
and re-read in all languages. Why? 
It speaks to us. It educates, agitates, 
and organises us. Its language 
is always accessible, its message 
clear and as capitalism slides into 
depravity and devours all before 
it, the Manifesto shows us all, in 
so very few pages, just how to fi ght 
against that depraved and devour-
ing system. The spectre that Marx 
and Engels wrote of is still haunting 
the ruling class. It gives all courage.

Economic and Philosophi-
cal Notebooks of 1844, Karl 
Marx, Progress Publishers, 
Moscow, 1974

Ours is a world of anxiety, 
fear and alienation. Capitalism 
is destroying us. People live with 
fear – insecurity, both personal 
and on the job. Can I pay the bills, 
will my children have a future, will 
there be war, will the planet burn? 
It consumes us all. Marx wrote 
of alienated labour; forced and 
coerced labour where the worker 
finds neither meaning, happi-
ness, contentment, satisfaction of 
needs, freedom, control, mental 
growth or physical development. 
Marx was writing as capitalism 
was burgeoning. Capitalism no 
longer holds any promise. Capital-
ist alienation is complete, Marx’s 
words both explain the world and 
off er a solution.

Imperialism, the Highest 
Stage of Capitalism, Vladimir 
Lenin, International Publish-
ers, New York

The title says it all, but a fog of 
confusion still shrouds sections 
of the left about imperialism. It 
shouldn’t. It is all quite simple. 
Imperialism is capitalism in its 
‘highest form.’ It is, as Lenin out-
lines, an observable concentration 
of production; the existence of 
monopoly capital; the develop-
ment of fi nance capital; the export 
of capital as a central focus; the 
development of a world market, 
the division of the world, and its 
control by the major capitalist 
powers. It is, in short, capitalism 
at its most ugly and brutish, and 
well worth fi ghting.

Karl Marx, The Eastern 
Question: A Reprint of Letters 
Written 1853-1856 Dealing 
with the Events of the Crimean 
War (1994)

A collection of Marx’s letters 
and writings on the Crimean War 
(1853-1856), The Eastern Question 
is an entertaining introduction to 
Marx’s thought on geopolitics. 
Focusing solely on Marx’s major 
works, it’s easy to overlook what a 
great journalist Marx was! Here we 
see Marx attentive to the strategy 
of Empire, assessing the news as it 
comes in, depicting and predicting 
the moves of great powers, minor 
powers, kings, nations, religious 
cultures, trade routes, alliances, and 
blocs. Here we see the geopolitical 
Marx hard at work. Major players in 
The Eastern Question are Europe, 
Turkey, the Balkans and Russia, all 
still relevant today in times of war. 
Marx places special importance on 
the dialectic of classes and nations.

Socialism in Power: On 
the History and Theory of 
Socialist Governance, Roland 
Boer, 2023

Roland Boer’s Socialism in 
Power is Boer at the height of his 
powers! Not fl ashy scholarship, 
Boer rather does patient close 
readings of original Marxist texts 
on proletarian power. This is an 
old-fashioned yet advanced way of 
doing things: advanced because to 
discover why socialist governance is 
still important for the Marxism of 
the future, the old texts themselves 
bear it out. Boer’s key example is 
Engels’ late text The Role of Force 
in History, but Chinese and East-
ern materials are also discussed. 
Socialism in Power is the ultimate 
rejoinder to strains of Western 
Marxism that overlook these texts, 
and more; it has global relevance 
to the grand continuation of social-
ist struggle and socialist power in 
the world.

The Australian and International Pilots 
Association (AIPA) is calling on Qan-
tas Chairman Richard Goyder to step 
down. It is the fi rst time in the Asso-
ciation’s history that it has made such 
a call on a Qantas chairman.

The unprecedented intervention comes 
amid low pilot morale after the botched 
recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic and 
a series of woeful decisions.

AIPA has written to Chief Executive 

Offi  cer Vanessa Hudson informing her of 
the pilots’ position.

“Richard Goyder has overseen one of the 
most damaging periods in Qantas history 
which has included the illegal sacking of 1700 
workers, allegations of illegally marketing 
cancelled fl ights, and a terribly managed 
return to operations after COVID-19,” said 
AIPA president Captain Tony Lucas.

“The morale of Qantas pilots has never 

been lower. We have totally lost confi dence 
in Goyder and his Board.

“Qantas desperately needs a culture 
reset but how can this happen with Richard 
Goyder as chairman?

“Despite overseeing the destruction of the 
Qantas brand, Goyder last week accepted a 
near $100,000 pay rise – taking his pay to 
$750,000 – while staff  are expected to accept 
a two-year wage freeze. This is a galling and 
tone-deaf decision.

“Qantas is more than just an airline – it 
is a symbol of national pride and trust.

“For our great national carrier to fl our-
ish, it needs leadership from a Board that 
understands the value of its employees, 
respects its customers and can win back the 
trust of the nation.”
AIPA 

Investigate secret PNG deal
Refugee advocates are calling on 
the Australian and PNG govern-
ments to urgently investigate the 
secret 2021 deal struck by the Coa-
lition Morrison government and 
PNG governments for services to 
refugees left in PNG by Australia.

Serious suspicions surround the 
governance of the deal which has left 
debts worth millions of dollars to refugee 
service providers unpaid, and threatens 
to see the eviction of Australia’s refugees 
from PNG hotels.

Under the deal, service provid-
ers invoice the PNG Immigration and 
Citizenship Authority (ICA), which 
then refers the invoice to Chatswood for 
payment. But in an interview in August 
with refugees, ICA manager Terry Mape 
(Manager Refugee Resettlement) says 
that service providers are bypassing ICA 
and going to the Chief Migration Offi  cer, 
Stanis Hulahau.

“The lack of transparency and 
oversight means there is an enormous 

capacity for corruption that extends from 
the CMO to individual service providers 
in the scheme,” said Ian Rintoul, spokes-
person for the Refugee Action Coalition.

Chatswood, currently the main pro-
vider, is a shadowy operation specifi cally 
set up by managers associated with pre-
vious service provider JDA, which was 
also investigated by the National Audit 
Offi  ce for contract abuses. Chatswood has 
not been able to be located since June 
2023, and is still not paying outstand-
ing invoices for refugee services from 
the funds provided by Australia in 2021.

In light of the behaviour of the Mor-
rison government and public service 
departments laid bare by Robodebt, 
and the recent revelations about Home 
Aff airs secretary, Michael Pezzullo, and 
previous dodgy contracts with service 
providers on Nauru and PNG, there are 
equally serious questions hanging over 
Morrison’s secret deal with PNG.

(Documents released to the Senate 
in September 2019 reveal that another 

service provider, Paladin, breached its 
key performance indicators thousands 
of times during the fi rst year of its opera-
tions. Yet the Morrison government 
renewed its contract several times.)

So far, Home Aff airs Minister Clare 
O’Neil has refused to make Morrison’s 
secret deal public. O’Neil is also yet to 
clarify whether the PNG deal will be 
covered by Dennis Richardson’s inquiry 
into the integrity of off shore refugee 
contracts.

“Morrison’s secret deal was designed 
to fail, while individual providers and 
potentially corrupt bureaucrats have 
been lining their pockets with millions 
meant for refugees,” said Rintoul, “PNG 
was never going to be able to support 
Australia’s refugees. Labor is now com-
plicit in that failure. It’s time to end the 
secrecy, end the corruption and bring the 
refugees to Australia to provide them 
with the security they rightfully need.”
AIMN 

Photo: John Englart – fl ickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0 Deed).
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Op-ed: Ideological warriors 
buckle on their 

anti-China armour
William Briggs 

‘Is Xi Jinping losing his grip?’ 
The feature article in The Aus-
tralian was cold war copy at 
its most lurid best.

What prompted Greg Sheridan 
was a Chinese Communist Party 
reshuffl  e. This, in The Australian’s 
opinion, raises “many questions 
but few answers as China’s leader 
embarks on a series of purges.” 
Sheridan’s piece follows similar 
articles from around the world. 
The BBC asked whether “China’s 
recent military purges spell trouble 
for Xi Jinping.” There was similar  
commentary from Bloomberg and 
World Politics Review.

There is little to distinguish 
these articles. They all rely on 
supposition, and all fall back on a 
style of journalism that is so much 
a product of the cold war. Sources 
are seriously lacking in evidence. 

Greg Sheridan cites various 
‘experts’ to show what he sees 
as a crisis unfolding in Beijing. 
To be fair, he adds disclaimers 
aplenty. “Blanchette doesn’t claim 
defi nitive knowledge of what’s hap-
pening behind the scenes.” Jude 
Blanchette is a central fi gure in 

the Washington-based Center for 
Strategic and International Studies, 
which proclaims that it is “dedicated 
to fi nding ways to sustain Ameri-
can prominence and prosperity as 
a force for good in the world.” His 
other source is a “brilliant Sinolo-
gist” who doesn’t claim “any direct 
inside knowledge of these events.”

From such a solid base of abso-
lutely no knowledge, The Australian 
foreign editor, has buckled on his 
cold war armour and sallied forth.

The vitriol hurled at Beijing is 
not based on economics, or on any 
actual Chinese threat. It is because  
China is in the process of building 
a socialist economy that rivals the 
‘best’ that capitalism has to off er. 
Sheridan reminds his readers to 
“bear in mind that China is the 
world’s second largest economy.” 
If that were China’s crime then the 
US would not be dragging the world 
to war. When Japan’s economy was 
a global second to the USA, there 
were no war drums being beaten. 

China has been the focus of 
malign imperialist interest ever 
since its astonishing economic 
rise, not because it is a success-
ful economy but because it is an 
ideological foe.

The US is engaged in a cease-
less military build-up in the region, 
aimed to stop the rise of China. 
This is an ideological assault. The 
USA must maintain economic, 
military and social hegemony of 
the world. Socialism is its enemy. 
Pure and simple.

Yes, for The Australian, for 
Greg Sheridan, for the anti-com-
munist crusaders, it is ‘business as 
usual.’ It is a business that began 
when the spectre that Marx and 
Engels wrote of so many years ago, 
fi rst manifested itself. 

Australia-Canada
30 years behind?

Bev Hall

At a time when Australia is intensely debat-
ing constitutional recognition of Indigenous 
people, it is interesting to look at Cana-
da. They wrote recognition of Aboriginal 
people into their Federal Constitution in 
1982. This recognition is in Section 35 of 
the Constitution Act and explicitly recog-
nises and affi  rms the existing Aboriginal 
and Treaty Rights of the Aboriginal Peo-
ple of Canada. Further Section 25 protects 
these rights and ensures no other provi-
sion or Charter can take away or super-
sede these rights. 

Some background: In 1867 the Federal gov-
ernment of Canada controlled the treaty-making 
process. Canadian government wanted to control 
the Treaty process to open up large amounts 
of land particularly in Western and Northern 
Canada, for settlers. In return the Canadian 
government promised to provide education and 
money for materials. Instead Indigenous people 
were rounded up onto reserves. They didn’t have 
freedom of movement. 

In the Northwest Territories in 1921 a number 
of Indigenous communities didn’t sign any agree-
ment but were included in agreements with 
signatures falsely given by priests. Government 
practice was to deal with one representative in 
communities who worked and governed col-
lectively. Language and consultation processes 
were ignored.

There are 11 recognised treaties in Western 
Canada alone, made between 1871 and 1921 with 
25 more since. There are many more in Eastern 
Canada originally drawn up between 1725 and 
1752 Initially on October 7, 1763 the Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples in Canada were laid down 
in a Royal Proclamation. This Proclamation cre-
ated the treaty system, stipulating that only the 
Crown could negotiate treaties. Further Canada’s 
Oath of Citizenship must include a solemn prom-
ise to respect Aboriginal and Treaty Rights. In 
1985 Treaties were further affi  rmed through the 
Canadian Supreme Court. Treaties were under-
stood by Indigenous peoples as sacred covenants 
between nations to establish a relationship with 
their ancient homeland and others from diff erent 

countries. In 2021 the fi rst indigenous Governor 
General of Canada was appointed.

Canadians have a Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission to take action. Since 30th September 
2021 the fi rst National Day of Truth and Recon-
ciliation was established to coincide with Orange 
Shirt Day. This day recognises the tragic legacy of 
residential schools, missing children and families 
left behind and the survivors of these institutions.

The imagery created for the National Day of 
Truth and Reconciliation is made up of an Eagle 
representing First Nations, a Narwhal to represent 
the Inuit and a beaded fl ower representing Metis 
peoples. This is all incorporated around a circle at 
the centre which demonstrates bringing together 
in spirit reconciliation. The circle is signifi cant 
in ceremonies with Canada’s Aboriginal people 
as it is seen as having no beginning and no end 
but in bringing everyone together in Friendship 
and understanding and can’t be broken. 

Reconciliation works toward renewing the 
relationship with Indigenous people based on 
recognition of rights, respect, cooperation and 
partnership. This involves the Assembly of First 
Nations, Inuit Tapirit Kanatami, Metis National 
Council, Orange Shirt Day and National Centre 
for Truth and Recognition (Every Child Mat-
ters). There is also the National Association of 
Friendship Centres which has centres across 
Canada bringing Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
together. The Crown, Indigenous Relations and 
Northern Aff airs in Canada continue to renew 
relationships between First Nations, Inuit and 
Metis and have brought about structures to 
enable Indigenous people to have a VOICE and 
take action against racism, discrimination and 
violence against women and girls as well as cli-
mate change adaption programmes.

Some of the so called ‘progressive’ no groups 
in Australia should look at Canada instead of 
Aotearoa (NZ). Like Australia, Canada has many 
nations with which a treaty could be developed. 
The diversity of Aboriginal Nations needs across 
Canada is similar to the diversity of Aboriginal 
Nations in Australia. All require specifi c treaties to 
meet their various needs and conditions. ‘Treaty’ 
makes a convenient catch cry, but can be used 
without thought of the diversity a worthwhile 
treaty or treaties would have to encompass.  Photo: Dennis Jarvis – fl ickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0 Deed).

‘Dictator Dan’
An Ode to a Slogan

Premier of an Australian State:Premier of an Australian State:
Victoria – in the land of mates.Victoria – in the land of mates.
Dictator Dan, he held sway!Dictator Dan, he held sway!
Nine years on Spring St – he had his way!Nine years on Spring St – he had his way!

Either side of the culture warEither side of the culture war
Are printing t-shirts for novelty stores.Are printing t-shirts for novelty stores.
whether to make Victoria greatwhether to make Victoria great
or get on the beers;or get on the beers;
Whether to erect the gallowsWhether to erect the gallows
or put up mighty cheers.or put up mighty cheers.

Who fell where, and to what injury?Who fell where, and to what injury?
Who cut down the sacred tree?Who cut down the sacred tree?
Who raised the train tracks?Who raised the train tracks?
Who knocked down public housing?Who knocked down public housing?
Who had in a bag before the live crossing?Who had in a bag before the live crossing?
In all of the juicy affairs one may fi ndIn all of the juicy affairs one may fi nd
A suburb of castles erected in the mind.A suburb of castles erected in the mind.

When confronted with this truth we shall not shy away,When confronted with this truth we shall not shy away,
Under examination in the stark light of day,Under examination in the stark light of day,
The pithy phrase, put as plain as can be:The pithy phrase, put as plain as can be:
Mr Daniel Andrews, member of the dictatorship of the bourgeoisieMr Daniel Andrews, member of the dictatorship of the bourgeoisie

Caz HoydenCaz Hoyden
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Book Review by Graham Holton

The Fate of Food
by Amanda Little

Is new technology the solution to feed-
ing the world? In The Fate of Food: 
What We’ll Eat in a Bigger, Hotter, 
Smarter World Amanda Little exam-
ines the problem of producing enough 
food to feed the world’s population, at a 
time when we face devastating climatic 
changes. Little describes the promise 
of technology for food production as 
well as various problems caused by the 
use of that technology, but ultimately 
comes down on the side of ‘technology 
will fi x it.’ Recently India banned the 
export of rice and onions to ensure 
there is enough food at home. Last 
year China purchased huge supplies 
of surplus foods to ensure its popula-
tion is fed.  

This year’s climatic changes have caused 
widespread crop failures, resulting in food 
shortages in the Middle East and Africa. The 
IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change) reported in 2014 that droughts, 
fl oods, and invasive pests were hurting food 
production. The situation has only wors-
ened. Little travelled the world interview-
ing innovative farmers and scientists to see 
what new technology is doing to improve 
food production. She did not interview the 
peasants who are impacted adversely by 
these new technologies. Is new technology 
the solution, as Little argues?

In the 1950s the Green Revolution, which 
used new agricultural technology, was seen as 
a solution, but it required massive amounts 
of artifi cial fertilisers, pesticides, and high-
yield plant varieties to create a food surplus 
for global markets. This technology was 
immediately used by industrial countries, 
which could aff ord the great costs involved. 

In the US, cheap abundant calories, and 
a system that places corporations ahead of 
people mean that 40 per cent of the popu-
lation is obese while diabetes has increased 
by 700 per cent since the 1970s.  Green 
Revolution food production methods have 
produced crops that contain less protein, 
calcium, potassium, iron, and Vitamin C 
than older varieties.

Today’s industrial farms produce 17 
per cent more calories than farms did in 
the 1990s. Industrialised farming is capital 
intensive, meaning that poor farmers in 
developing countries cannot compete with 

intensive farming methods, creating a rural-
urban migration problem. The result is that 
in the world’s poorest countries 800 million 
people face hunger every day.

GMO (Genetically Modifi ed Organisms) 
crops are grown in 13 countries covering a 
total of 162 million hectares, with the US 
growing 73 million hectares. GMO seeds are 
banned in many countries, even though the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) fi nds that 
they do not pose a health threat to humans. 
Furthermore, experiments in GMO grain 
crops, such as rice and maize, have not 
produced the medical benefi ts hoped for. 
Monsanto genetically engineering plants for 
drought tolerance, but it was unsuccessful. 
GMO crops were designed to use Roundup 
Ready (glyphosate is carcinogenic) but the 
overuse of petrochemicals only produced 
weeds tolerant to weedicides, such that these 
weeds now cover 28 million hectares in the 
US. The US also consumes 454,000 tonnes 
of pesticides each year to control the pests 
that have become resistant to these poisons. 

The Earth has lost a third of its arable 
soil to erosion because of mechanical tillage 
and chemical fertilisers. Tractors churn the 
soil to suff ocate weeds, but also dry the soil 
and cause erosion on a massive scale. This 
method also destroys the microbiome which 
are important for healthy soils. “No-tilling” 
farming methods spread weeds, but  lock 
carbon in the soil. Scientists have resorted 
to robots that deliver the required amounts 
of fertiliser and pesticides to each plant, 
rather that covering the whole ground. This 
technology is expensive and needs trained 
technicians to run the machines and software. 
Another solution Little examines is  “vertical 
farms”, indoor growing factories that use 
high-intensity lights to grow perishables such 
as lettuce. In 2018 Jeff  Bezos  spent US$200 
million in Plenty, a San Francisco vertical 
farm. The technology is far more energy 
intensive than traditional farming, and is 
prohibitively expensive for small farmers.

Sea food is the main protein for 3 bil-
lion people, as the seas and oceans cover 70 
percent of the Earth. The UN has calculated 
that the demand for sea food will grow by 
35 percent over the next 20 years. Little 
considers  salmon aquafarming. It’s a major 
industry worldwide, but it is threatened by 
plagues of jellyfi sh, algal blooms and sea lice. 

A dozen sea lice can easily kill a grown fi sh, 
forcing some companies to resort to robots 
to delouse their fi sh stocks. These losses have 
cost the industry tens of millions of dollars. 
Aquafarming creates massive pollution prob-
lems, caused by faecal and feeding waste as 
well as spreading diseases throughout the 
region. The populations of the world’s wild 
fi sh species are depleting due to overfi shing, 
climatic changes, and polluted environments. 
Warmer sea temperatures impact shell fi sh 
and crab populations. Although new technol-
ogy has been adapted to try and fi x aquafarm-
ing problems, it is not a long-term solution.

In the 1970s I was an applied science stu-
dent. The solution was the Green Revolution 
with Industrial Farming feeding the worlds 
billions in grains, aquacultures and livestock. 
These massive farms have produced 20 per 
cent of all greenhouse gases. The solution 
has only worsened the problem. 

At the time we studied Rachel Carson’s 
Silent Spring, Schumacher’s Small is Beau-
tiful: A Study of Economics as If People 
Mattered and Mollison’s Permaculture. 
They argued for the benefi ts of natural eco-
systems rather than huge industrial farming 
systems, which destroyed these ecosystems 
through their use of massive amounts of 
petrochemical fertilisers, pesticides, fungi-
cides and herbicides. The environmentalist 
Paul Hawkens says that: “the most complex 
ecosystem in the world is a square inch of 
soil.” Soil is the “soul of food.”

I grew up on a small farm near Lands-
borough, north of Brisbane, Qld. The food 
we produced was far tastier and more nutri-
tious than what we buy from supermarkets 
today. I see the problems inherited from 
the Green Revolution and Industrial farm-
ing will not be solved by adding even newer 
technology. It will not improve the world’s 
nutrient depleted soils, nor will GMO crops 
create a magic fi x, when such food is nutri-
ent depleted and is not long-term disease 
resistant. These problems require a major 
rethink on improving our soils, as Capitalist 
monoculture farming has created a major 
environmental problem. Little asks some 
important questions, but the lack of inter-
est in the people who make the food now is 
very telling. New technology will not fi x the 
system that brought us to this point. 

Cuban Embassy in 
Washington, DC, faces 
another terrorist attack

Cuba’s embassy in the US capital of 
Washington DC was the target of a vio-
lent attack late on 24th September. In 
a statement shared on X, the platform 
formerly known as Twitter, Cuban 
Foreign Minister Bruno Rodríguez 
Parrilla said that an individual had 
thrown two Molotov cocktails at the 
embassy building.

He added that no personnel had been 
injured in the attack and the details of the 
incident were being looked into. He also 
noted that this was the second such attack 
against the headquarters of Cuba’s diplomatic 
mission in the US. An individual had fi red 
multiple rounds of bullets from an AK-47 
assault rifl e at the building in April 2020.

Cuba’s embassy in France was also 
attacked with Molotov cocktails in July 2021.

“Anti-Cuban groups resort to terror-
ism because they feel impunity, something 
Cuba has warned US authorities about,” 
Rodríguez said.

In a report released in 2020, Cuba’s 
Center for Historical Investigations of State 
Security (CIHSE) documented 581 attacks 
against the country’s diplomatic representa-
tions abroad since the Cuban Revolution in 
1959. These attacks have led to the deaths of 
approximately 365 people and injured 721, 
including foreign nationals.

The 24th September attack took place 
just hours after President Miguel Díaz-Canel 
arrived back in Havana after attending the 
78th Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly in New York. Cuba is currently 
serving as the chairman of the G77+China 
bloc of countries.
Globetrotter 

In the world’s 
poorest 

countries 800 
million people 
face hunger 
every day.

Far-right gunman 
shoots protestor 

at reinstallation of 
Conquistador statue in 

United States
“Democracy Now!” reported that a 
gunman wearing a red “Make Ameri-
ca Great Again” cap shot and injured 
a protester at the reinstallation of a 
statue of Spanish conquistador Juan de 
Oñate on 28th September. The shooter, 
identifi ed by the Albuquerque Journal 
as Ryan Martinez, was detained after 
attempting to fl ee the scene.

Oñate, who was New Mexico’s fi rst colo-
nial governor, ordered a massacre in 1599 
that killed up to 1000 Indigenous people. 
Ironically, the person shot at the protest is 
Indigenous, stated the report.

“I’m very, very concerned with what’s 
transpired here today,” said County Man-
ager Jeremy Maestas to the Albuquerque 

Journal. “The county ... defi nitely supports 
people expressing their opinions through 
their First Amendment right, but we do not 
by any means condone people expressing 
that when they’re causing hurt or harm to 
other people physically.”

This is the second time since 2020 that 
someone has been shot at a protest in New 
Mexico over an Oñate statue, reported the 
Albuquerque Journal. Some, like Rio Arriba 
County Commissioner Alex Naranjo, see 
the conquistador as “one of our founding 
fathers.” But others, like Jennifer Marley, 
say he “stood for violence, for genocide, for 
rape.” Marley was in attendance at the pro-
test as a speaker.
Globetrotter 
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Following the violent coup 
d'état in Chile on 11th Sep-
tember 1973, members of the 
Communist Party of Chile 
(CPC) escaped and later wrote 
on the part played by the CPC, 
the Unidad Popular (Popular 
Unity) Party, and the success-
es and failures of the Chil-
ean revolution. Their essays 
appeared in World Marxist 
Review and were published 
as “CP Chile Leaders on Les-
sons of the Events in Chile.” 
This was republished in 2018 
as 1000 Days of Revolution: 
Chilean Communists on the 
League of Popular Unity 1970-
73. The Popular Unity alli-
ance consisted of the Socialist 
Party, Communist Party, Rad-
ical Party, Social Democrat 
Party, Independent Popular 
Action, MAPU (Movimiento de 
Acción Popular Unitario), and 
the Christian Left. The coup 
led to the arrest, torture and 
murder of over 4000 workers 
and comrades. The search for 
hundreds of bodies is ongoing.

The CPC cadres’ insights are 
valuable for all communist parties. 
Kenny Coyle fi nds two fundamen-
tal insights. “First, that the left 
cannot simply take over the existing 
machinery of government and the 
state inherited from and shaped by 
the existing ruling class. Second that 
no successful revolutionary move-
ment can hope to succeed unless 
it can consolidate and maintain a 
defi nite political majority among 
the population at large.” 

Luis Corvalan was on the Cen-
tral Committee of the CPC. He 
argues that “the working class is 
capable of carrying out a revolution 
along any path provided it promotes 
the development of the class strug-
gle.” It must concentrate its attacks 
on the class enemies and rally the 
majority of the people, creating a 
balance of forces that can defeat 
those class enemies. 

Popular Unity won the position 
of Chilean president and 36.3 per 
cent of the vote, but failed to win 
complete power in its unarmed 
struggle against its class enemies. 
Hopes were pinned on government 
control rather than the “control of 
all power.” This allowed US imperi-
alists, the Chilean military and big 
corporations to maintain infl uence 
over the middle classes. The CPC 
was infl uential in universities and 
cultural fi elds, but not with the 
middle classes. 

The CPC had 195,000 members, 
out of a population of 10 million, 
with 87,000 members in the Com-
munist Youth, a great achievement 
at the time. The August 1977 plenary 
meeting of the CC concluded that 
because the CPC had failed to win 
“complete power” it failed to reach 
the next stage of the Revolution. 
The major problem was that there 
was no policy on how to engage the 
military, in which the class enemy 
was very active. 

Rene Castillo, member of the 
National Leadership of the CPC, 
argues: “A revolutionary situation 
can be brought about only by a 

mass movement that takes account 
of the concrete problems facing 
the people.” The level of political 
maturity of the working class cannot 
be ignored, but must be built up, 
as power comes from the masses’ 
participation in the class struggle. 
Not enough was done at the local 
branch level to achieve this. 

Nor did the Party pay enough 
attention to the corporate monopo-
lies and the agrarian bourgeoisie 
which dominated Chilean society. 
Together these class enemies mili-
tated against “Socialist-Communist 
unity and the revolutionary process 
as a whole,” confi rming the Marx-
ist position that class enemies do 
not relinquish power voluntar-
ily. The Chilean revolution meant 
rallying around the working class 
whose alliance with the peasants 
was decisive in the class struggle. 
Sectarianism inhibited working 
class alliances. Popular Unity was 
unable to win over the majority of 
the population, mainly because 
US imperialists and the bourgeoi-
sie undermined the achievements 
made by the government. It was 
the working class that suff ered the 
most under military rule.

Volodia Teitelboim, member 
of the Political Commission, main-
tains that “unless the masses are 
constantly schooled in political 
action and in assessing the politi-
cal situation, they cannot by merely 
following their instinct rise to the 
level of social awareness needed to 
defeat the enemy and participate 
consciously in making history.” The 
CPC was responsible for developing 
the revolutionary process and had 
to solve the dialectical equation of 
the quality of unity with other forces 
and its independent role within the 
movement. 

The CPC’s fi rst statement after 
the coup was “that its advocacy of 
unqualifi ed defence of the Popu-
lar Unity government, its steps to 
reach understanding with other 
democratic forces, above all at 
grass roots, its eff ort to inspire 
the middle class with confi dence 
and direct the blow against the 
principal enemies – imperialism 
and domestic reaction – its per-
severance in strengthening the 
Socialist-Communist alliance and 
working class unity and in pro-
moting understanding among the 
Popular Unity parties, its eff orts to 
achieve greater output and higher 
productivity, proper fi nancing of the 
enterprises in the public sector and 
strict labour discipline constituted 
an entirely correct general policy.” 
While the policy was correct, mis-
takes were made.

Orlando Millas, the former gov-
ernment minister for agriculture, 
saw that the CPC failed to encour-
age discussion at the grass roots, 
thereby failing to prevent the spread 
of petty-bourgeois revolutionism, 
injuring the revolutionary process. 
The dialectical connection between 
democratic tasks and socialism 
and the dialectics of revolutionary 
paths necessitates changing from 
the fi rst to the second path at the 
right time.

Pedro Roriguez, a member of 

the National Leadership of the 
CPC, argues that the events in Chile 
refl ect the problem of Marxist-
Leninist theory of revolution: how 
to capture and retain power. Here 
lies the “dialectics of using the 
material power of government and 
democracy.” The government cre-
ated economic reforms, increased 
democracy, broadened the popular 
alliance and fostered a revolution-
ary consciousness of the people. 
The problem was that retention 
of power and the defence of the 
revolution required a continua-
tion of the revolutionary process 
along specifi c steps. This was not 
followed. After the working class 
and its allies won partial power and 
set up government, it was followed 
by democratic transformations. The 
next phase was confl ict between 
the organs of state power and the 
bourgeoisie. Popular Unity failed 
to deal with the fi nal step, which 
depended on the eff ective work of 
revolutionaries. 

The Programme of the CPC 
scientifi cally defi nes revolution: “as 
a movement of the working class 
and organised population which, 
by means of the mass struggle, 
removes the present ruling classes 
from power, liquidates the old state 
apparatus and production rela-
tions obstructing development of 
the productive forces, and carries 
out profound transformations in 
the country’s economic, social and 
political structure, opening the way 
to socialism.”

Much can be learnt from the 
CPC’s analysis of the revolution 
in Chile. The winning over of the 
majority of the people was para-
mount for revolutionary change. 
There was a need to smash the 
resistance of reactionary forces, 
which was not done. It was neces-
sary to promote the class struggle 
of the workers and middle class 
against the power of the capitalist 
class and this was not fully con-
sidered. There should have been a 
readiness to switch from a peaceful 
struggle to one of withstanding the 
violence of the military, for which 
they were ill prepared. These are 
important fi ndings for any revo-
lutionary movement and the class 
struggle. 

POLAND: Close to a million people took part in what 
was called the ‘March of a Million Hearts’ in Warsaw 
last Sunday. The action was organised by the opposition 
centre-left party the Civic Platform (PO) with other politi-
cal parties and associations joining the action. The Civic 
Platform leader Donald Tusk is a former prime minister, 
he also served as president of the European Council. The 
march participants protested against the current policies 
of the ruling party, the Law and Justice Party (PiS). Polish 
parliamentary elections will take place on October 15 and 
recent polls indicate that PIS, in power since 2015, may 
lose the elections.

SLOVAKIA is another European country to have a 
snap parliamentary election. A total of 150 seats in the 
parliament was contested by 25 candidates and one coa-
lition. Among them was the main opposition party Smer 
(Direction – Social Democracy) led by the former prime 
minister Robert Fico. The party’s message to the vot-
ers was a promise to stop Slovakia’s military support 
for Ukraine. During the campaign it also highlighted the 
need to end economic sanctions against Moscow which 
Robert Fico blamed for soaring infl ation and a spiral-
ling cost-of-living crisis. Recently Slovakia, Poland and 
Hungary extended a ban on Ukrainian grain in order to 
protect their counties’ farmers. Robert Fico’s party has 
won the elections but lacking the majority it will have to 
form a coalition government, promising to put the inter-
ests of Slovakia fi rst.

UK: The United Kingdom signed contracts worth US$4.8 
billion with leading British manufacturers to develop pow-
erful attack submarines as part of the AUKUS program 
with Australia and the US. Grant Shapps, UK Secretary 
of State for Defense, said: ‘I can announce that we 
have signed contracts worth 4 billion pounds with lead-
ing British businesses to drive forward the development 
of the most powerful submarines ever operated by the 
Royal Navy.’ The UK Defense chief added that ‘hunt-
er-killer’ submarines would allow Britain to maintain its 
strategic advantage and help fund thousands of jobs in 
the country.

ARMENIA: Almost the entire population of Nagorno-
Karabakh has fl ed to Armenia, leaving behind their 
homes and possessions. The population in the enclave 
was 120 thousand people. Now 100,500 of them are in 
Armenia – needing food, shelter, medical attention, etc. 
The government of Azerbaijan tried to reassure eth-
nic Armenians that they will be safe under their rule. 
However, Armenians remember only too well the 1915 
genocide, still not not acknowledged by Turkey as 
such. Given the Turkish infl uence in Azerbaijan, ethnic 
Armenians do not take any chances.
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Women’s International League for Peace 
and Freedom history book launch

Ron Hall

South Australia: “AUKUS – 
Nonsensical and may not even 
come to fruition!” This author-
itative observation, made at 
the recent WILPF history book 
launch, was greeted with spon-
taneous applause. The Wom-
en’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom, found-
ed in 1915 at the beginning of 
World War One, opposed the 
warmongering of the time and 
the consequent conscription of 
fathers, sons, and husbands.

The South Australian branch, 
as part of its centenary celebration, 
sponsored the writing of a book 
detailing the organisation’s history 
by one of its heroines, Ruth Russell, 
who has outstanding qualifi cation 
as a peace activist, including serving 
as “peace shield” in Iraq, in 2003 at 
the beginning of a war deceptively 
based on non-existent weapons of 
mass destruction.

Special guest speaker at the 
launch, Dr Daniel Fazio, lecturer 
in History and Politics at the Uni-
versity of South Australia, provided 
a detailed historical perspective, 
entitled from “ANZUS to AUKUS” 
that encompassed the developing 
relationship between Austral-
ian prime ministers and foreign 
ministers and their United States 
counterparts in facing a common 
enemy at the time in the form of 
Japan as the initial steps leading 
the notorious, costly and hastily 
conceived AUKUS deal, undoubt-
edly subject to huge cost blow-outs.

During WW2 there was no 

formal alliance, but it was noted 
that there was an uneasy relation-
ship between US and Australian 
soldiers, ironically over the segre-
gation of African Americans and, of 
course, the Americans “were over-
paid, oversexed, and over here.”

It was explained that from 1949 
onwards, the rise of the People’s 
Republic of China led to that nation 
becoming a key factor in the devel-
opment of a US-centred Australian 
foreign policy based on overlapping 
rather identical interests, leading 
to the misconception of Australia 
being the 51st state, despite the 
relationship being bigger than 
defence to include education, trade 
and commerce.

Events in the Americas, such as 
the American War of Independence, 
were raised to illustrate how great 
their impact has been since 1788 
when the loss of colonies prompted 
the initial convict settlement in 
Australia at Sydney Cove.

ANZUS was initiated in 1951 by 
the US, and agreed to by Australia 
at a time when the USSR had moved 
into North Korea and Manchuria, 
and when the US did not recognise 
the new Communist government 
of China. It was argued that these 
events produced an overlapping 
of Australian and US interests, 
so that ANZUS became a pillar of 
Australian foreign policy. Although 
Australia wanted a punitive peace 
imposed on Japan, the US took a 
lighter approach in the aftermath 
of WW2.

In 1954, Australia was informed 
that any Australian intervention in 
West Papua would receive no US 

help. However, Australia joined the 
US in Vietnam, not understanding 
that the confl ict was more about 
Vietnamese nationalism that the 
Communist expansion feared at 
the time. However, Australia joined 
the US in Vietnam on a misunder-
standing that the confl ict was much 
more about nationalism than Com-
munism in inviting participation.

In 1972 Whitlam preempted 
Nixon in Australia’s recognition 
of China. 

1985 AUSMIN (Australia-
United States Ministerial Consul-
tations) replaced ANZUS with the 
suspension of New Zealand over 
the presence of nuclear weapons 
on visiting US ships.

More recently, in 2005 AUSFTA 

(Australia United States Free Trade 
Agreement) came into operation 
followed by the 2011 “Pivot to 
Asia” which resulted in 2, 500 US 
marines being stationed in Darwin. 
Following the “Trump disruption,” 
Biden undertook a reaffi  rmation of 
US involvement through Five Eyes 
(US, Japan, Canada, New Zealand, 
and Australia), an arrangement 
for intelligence sharing related to 
potential fl ash points, including  
issues such as trade, cyber security, 
Hong Kong, and Taiwan, the latter 
being Chinese territory but never 
controlled by mainland China.

AUKUS was fi nally portrayed 
as placing too much emphasis on 
militarism rather than diplomacy, 
a balancing act for  Australia which 

needs a positive relationship with 
both the US and China. More 
broadly, it was concluded that 
Australia can say no to both the 
US and the UK as Canada has. In 
addition, it was agreed that the US 
was a declining power but would 
remain infl uential, indeed power-
ful, for some time to come.

WILPF is to be congratulated 
in organising such an informative 
lecture, and also for observing at 
the same time the 43rd United 
Nations International Day of Peace 
and for their unwavering dedica-
tion to peace brought to life in the 
Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom The Quest 
for Peace in South Australia. 

Book Review by Graham Holton 

Endless Holocausts: US Imperialism 
as the Highest Stage of Capitalism

by David M Smith
Endless Holocausts: Mass 
Death in the History of the 
United States Empire by David 
M Smith is an encyclopaedic 
overview of the atrocities and 
the destruction of human lives 
committed under the rise of 
American imperialism. The 
US government has always 
portrayed itself as a fi ghter for 
democracy and human rights, 
“a unique force for good in the 
world.” Endless Holocausts 
proves that this is not so. The 
US Empire is maintained by 
a network of client states that 
“encompass 40 per cent of the 
world’s countries.” It is sup-
ported by 800 foreign bases, 
with 200,000 military staff  and 
contractors deployed in 140 
countries, including Australia. 

Smith begins with the genocide 
of America’s native peoples, which 
had a pre-contact population of 
at least 2 million, declining to 
600,000 by 1800. The genocide 
continued as the US government 
carved out its territory, with the 
indigenous population reduced 
to 237,000 by 1900. US police kill 
around 20 Indigenous people every 

year. Smith argues convincingly that 
the “Indigenous Peoples Holocaust” 
amounts to thirteen million lives 
and is ongoing. 

Smith examines the treatment 
of Hispanics and immigrants before 
moving on to the US’s numerous 
invasions and assisted toppling 
of governments. In 1954 the CIA 
overthrew the Arbenz govern-
ment in Guatemala, followed by 
coups in Chile and Argentina in the 
1970s, and the low intensity wars 
in Central America in the 1980s. 
The direct result of US military 
intervention was the death of over 
700,000 people.

The US invasion of the Philip-
pines and Cuba in 1898, interven-
tion in the Soviet Union during 
the Russian Revolution and the 
Mexican Civil War (1910 to 1920) 
implicated the US in 12 million 
deaths. The US support of the 
Guomindang in China, Italy’s colo-
nisation of Libya, the war against 
Ethiopia and support for the Fas-
cists in Spain resulted in the death 
of 3.5 million people. Between 1950 
and 1980 the US was involved in 
wars in Korea, Vietnam, Laos, and 
Cambodia which killed 12 million 

people. If the anti-communist wars 
during the Biafran War and the 
Bangladesh War are included, then 
this is another 11 million dead. The 
US proxy war in Afghanistan killed 
1.5 million. Thus, in fi rst 35 years 
of the Pax Americana following 
World War II, the US was involved 
in the death of 29 million people.

African Americans have faced 
terrible treatment at the hands of 
the US government since the 19th 
century, living under a stereotyped 
social identity that has had a dev-
astating cumulative psychological 
impact on the disenfranchised 
population. Deprivation and living 
in slums has had led to high rates of 
hypertension, diabetes, and other 
disabilities, as well as gun violence; 
harassment by police; and hunger.  
In total 9 million preventable deaths 
have occurred amongst the African 
American population since 1900.

The ascendency of US Impe-
rialism has been accompanied by 
the most violent labour history in 
the industrialising world. Between 
1850 and 1855, the US building the 
Panama Railway in what was then 
Colombia, saw the death of 12,000 
workers from Colombia, Jamaica, 

Ireland, and China. Thousands of 
workers died in mining, canal build-
ing, textiles and other industries 
by 1900. In 1891 the New Jersey 
Bureau of Statistics of Labor and 
Industry reported that “the destruc-
tion of human life is much greater 
in the peaceful pursuits of industry 
than in war”. Eric Forner has esti-
mated that 700,000 workers died 
in the US between 1880 and 1900. 
John F Witt in Accidental Republic 
(2006) fi nds that by the early 1900s, 
“accidents were the leading cause of 
death among workers in hazardous 
industries as diverse as railroads, 
mining, metalwork, rubber work, 
shipping and canals, quarries, 
telegraph and telephones, electric 
lighting, brick- and tile-making, 
and terra-cotta work.” 

Between 1930 and 1970, 3.3 
million workers died from work 
related diseases. In 2019 the 
National Safety Council and the 
Bureau of Labor Statistics found 
that between 1990 and 2018 there 
were 170,000 work related fatali-
ties. When all the deaths due to US 
corporations are totalled, inside the 
US and abroad, it equates to 13.5 
million workers.

Michael Parenti writes in Amer-
ica Besieged (2001): “There is no 
social formation more profoundly 
immoral than a big capitalist cor-
poration.” Total deaths in the US 
from drug overdoses, tobacco, 
automobiles, dangerous consumer 
goods, medical experiments, public 
health crises, and environmental 
pollution come to 60 million, all  
preventable. 

Smith concludes that the US 
created holocausts at home and 
abroad amounting to more than 74 
million dead. That US imperialism 
and big business have caused such 
destruction and loss of human life 
is staggering. Unfortunately, the US 
government has learnt little in its 
pursuit of Empire and Capitalism. 

Smith has written a scholarly 
yet digestible work showing clearly 
how great is the tragedy of US 
imperialism – the highest stage 
of US Capitalism. This raises the 
question of why the Australian 
government is pursuing an ever 
closer alliance with a nation with 
such a savage history, a nation 
which persists in its violent acts 
around the world? 

Ruth Russell speaking at the launch.
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CJ Atkins

TORONTO: Dodging blame for 
the embarrassing incident that 
saw himself, Ukrainian Presi-
dent Volodymyr Zelensky, and 
every member of Parliament 
give a standing ovation for a 
veteran of Hitler’s SS, Cana-
dian Prime Minister Justin 
Trudeau said, “It’s important 
to push back against Rus-
sian propaganda, Russian 
disinformation.”

But simply pointing the fi nger 
at Moscow isn’t cutting it this time. 
Przemyslaw Czarnek, the education 
minister of Poland, says he’s taking 
steps to extradite Ukrainian-Cana-
dian Yaroslav Hunka to answer for 
his role in the infamous Waff en-SS 
Galicia Division that committed 
mass murders in Poland and other 
European countries during World 
War II.

Hunka was an honoured guest 
sitting in the parliamentary gal-
lery when Zelensky visited Canada 
last week and addressed lawmak-
ers. House of Commons Speaker 
Anthony Rota invited Hunka and 
recognised him as a “hero who 
fought for Ukrainian independence 
from Russia during the Second 
World War.”

Russia – as part of the Soviet 
Union – was an ally of Canada and 
the Western Allies in the struggle 
against fascism during World War 
II, so anyone who fought against 
Russia was on the side of Hitler. 
Critics say that fact should have 
been known to Trudeau – and 
especially to his Deputy Prime 
Minister Chrystia Freeland, who is 
a scholar of Russian and Ukrain-
ian history and granddaughter of 
another Ukrainian Nazi collabo-
rator – yet they joined in hailing 
Hunka anyway.

When Hitler invaded the USSR, 
Hunka betrayed his homeland and 
volunteered to fi ght in a regiment 
of the SS, which was later proved to 
have participated in mass killings 
and repression in Poland, Ukraine, 
Yugoslavia, and other places.

Rota became the scapegoat for 
the ordeal, with Trudeau and poli-
ticians from the Liberal and New 
Democratic Parties pinning the 
blame on him for bringing Hunka 
to Parliament. Opposition Con-
servative MPs have said Trudeau 
also bears responsibility and tried 
to blame him for supposedly trick-
ing them into applauding a Nazi.

Rota’s introduction of Hunka’s 
history, however, made every law-
maker liable for their own participa-
tion – no matter their party. Rota’s 

political career came crashing to a 
dramatic end as he resigned from 
his Speaker position.

As the Hunka incident makes 
headlines globally and the Trudeau 
government tries to portray it as 
a one-off  embarrassment, histo-
rians have noted that Canada has 
for decades served as a refuge for 
Ukrainian fascists.

At the end of World War II, 
as many as 600 members of the 
SS Galicia Division were granted 
immigration to Canada. The infl ux 
of far-right collaborators totally 
changed the political character of 
the Ukrainian-Canadian commu-
nity. Prior to the war, the Ukrainian 
immigrant community was gener-
ally aligned with the left and several 
labour leaders were of Ukrainian 
heritage. The new arrivals were 
welcomed as “refugees” from Soviet 
oppression during the early days of 
the Cold War.

In 1950, the Ukrainian Labour 
Temple in Toronto was bombed 
on Thanksgiving, with “wartime 
members of Hitler’s Ukrainian SS 
division” held responsible, according 
to reporting from the Toronto Daily 
Star at the time. Railway spikes, 
shrapnel, and broken glass rained 
down on attendees of a concert 
sponsored by the left-wing Associa-
tion of United Ukrainian-Canadians. 
JB Salsberg, a Communist member 
of the Ontario Legislature, visited 
the scene of the attack and called 
it a “fascist outrage.”

Other SS Ukrainian veterans, 
like Peter Savaryn, ascended to 
positions of power in the country 
in the years that followed. Also a 
volunteer in Hitler’s Galicia Divi-
sion, Savaryn served as chancel-
lor of the University of Alberta in 
the 1980s and headed the prov-
ince’s Conservative Party. At his 
university’s Canadian Institute 
of Ukrainian Studies, there is a 
research endowment fund named 
for Yarsolav Hunka and his wife, 
Margaret.

Several Canadian cities also 
host monuments to Ukrainian col-
laborators, including the Toronto 
suburb of Oakville and Edmonton, 
Alberta, which has a memorial for 
Roman Shukhevych. The latter 
was the leader of the Ukrainian 
Insurgent Army (UPA), the armed 
wing of Ukrainian fascist Stepan 
Bandera’s Organisation of Ukrain-
ian Nationalists (OUN).

During World War II, Bandera’s 
group joined Hitler’s eff ort to con-
quer Ukraine, expecting themselves 
to be put in charge after Germany 
won. The consensus among his-
torians is that Shukhevychm 

was responsible for the deaths of 
tens of thousands of Poles, Jews, 
Belarusians, Russians, and other 
Ukrainians.

The Hunka ovation, then, is not 
a single aberration in an otherwise 
anti-fascist record for the Cana-
dian political establishment. The 
embrace of the Ukrainian far-right 
stretches back decades. But the 
Hunka case, because it has resulted 
in such publicity, is too much for 
some – including Poland.

Czarnek, Warsaw’s education 
minister, said: “In view of the 
scandalous events in the Canadian 
Parliament, which involved honour-
ing, in the presence of President 
Zelensky, a member of the criminal 
Nazi SS Galicia formation, I have 
taken steps towards the possible 
extradition of this man to Poland.”

Trudeau’s government says it 
has no comment and that no formal 
request has yet been received.

Though Poland is itself ruled by 
a far-right party, the history of the 
Second World War and the murder-
ous devastation the country faced 
at the hands of Nazi Germany and 
its supporters remains a part of the 
national consciousness.

Last year, Polish authorities 
complained to their Ukrainian allies 
about the continued glorifi cation of 
collaborators and war criminals by 
the Kiev government. The public 
rehabilitation of such fi gures was 
one of the reasons provided by 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
to justify his illegal invasion of 
Ukraine.

Poland asked Zelensky’s gov-
ernment to stop throwing birthday 
parties for Bandera and to acknowl-
edge the genocide of Poles by the 
UPA during the war. “They have to 
acknowledge it because it’s a fact. 
It’s simply a fact. A political deci-
sion was made and implemented 
for ethnic cleansing, the extermina-
tion of the entire national minority 
that has lived there for centuries,” a 
Polish diplomat said in April 2022.

Ukraine rebuffed the com-
plaints, along with similar ones 
made by Israel.

As for Trudeau’s Hunka prob-
lem, it isn’t going away just yet. 
But because every single Canadian 
politician in the parliament, from 
every single party, is implicated 
in the aff air thanks to their own 
applause, don’t expect much of a 
crusade to keep the fi res burning 
under the prime minister. And 
don’t expect a pause in Ottawa’s 
funding – already totalling some 
$9.5 billion Canadian dollars – to 
keep the war going.
People’s World 
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The centre
Simply the half-way point of something, or the job description 
of a sportsperson who plays near there; ‘the centre’ enters 
weaseldom when used to describe political parties. The cen-
tre is a magical point half-way between two extremes, such as, 
for example, not wanting the planet becoming uninhabitable 
and being fi ne with earth being unfi t for human life.  Tanya Plib-
ersek, our Federal Environment Minister, has said that Labor 
is “a party of the centre.”  She added that Labor “governs for 
all Australians”, which doesn’t seem to include the Australians 
who’d like their kids to outlive Plibersek’s political career.

Flooding
Not the fl ooding that we’re bound to have more of thanks to 
Plibersek’s approach to fossil-fuel projects, but the sort that 
involves a sneaky trade rival making a lot of things that peo-
ple want and selling them cheaply. The last time ‘fl ooding’ was 
condemned this way, it was the Japanese, fi lling 1970s USA 
with televisions that cost less than the local product, as well as 
motorbikes that didn’t break down all the time.  Now the nas-
ty socialist Chinese have been caught making electric vehicles 
that Europeans want to buy.  The EU President isn’t having a 
bar of it, especially since the People’s Republic of China has 
been subsidising industries, something that would never occur 
to the European Union. 

A perception of a confl ict of interest
A recently-promoted Victorian government Minister used this 
very long-winded way of saying that he’d been found out when 
it turned out he announced a vast contract that benefi ted the 
Commonwealth Bank while owning a lot of Commonwealth 
Bank shares. Interesting things, perceptions, we often have 
them when there’s something to perceive. 

Values
Not content with importing wool, beef, and pop singers, the 
British have recently taken to snapping up terrible Austral-
ian ideas, from their version of the ‘Cambodia solution’ which 
involved fl ying asylum seekers to Rwanda, to saying ‘stop the 
boats’ a lot.  Now British Home Secretary Suella Braverman 
has reached back to the Howard era here to talk about ‘values’. 
Apparently British values are better than any values migrants 
might have. At this rate, it won’t be long before the UK starts 
forcing immigrants to learn Donald Bradman’s batting average.

‘Politicising’
Politicising is bad, mainly if the speaker doesn’t like the poli-
tics involved. Recently the suggestion that Australian Rules 
Football events should involve some support for Indigenous 
self-determination through a Voice to parliament have been 
described as ‘politicising’ the sport. Why no, the anti-politicis-
ing people haven’t complained about Aussie Rules promotion 
of Anzac day, why do you ask?

Working to
If there’s ever a Guardian – the Workers Weekly book of Wea-
sel Words, it could easily fi ll a chapter on Weasel Words that 
involve sounding really active while not doing something. If 
there is a serious shortfall of ambulances in your state, why not 
just tell everyone that you’re working to have a lot more ambu-
lances, and hope people never think about who’s responsibility 
the shortage was in the fi rst place.

Bigger picture on 
Nazi applause

Calling all readers

Give us a laugh
The Guardian – the Workers Weekly 

is in need of cartoonists, or humourists
If you can draw a cartoon, tell a joke, or write up a quick parody, 

send it to us at editor@cpa.org.au
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The main threat to peace 
comes from a raging US impe-
rialism, which has made clear 
in words and actions that 
it has no need for a United 
Nations. Either the UN, and 
that means in the fi rst place 
the big powers with the right 
of veto, stand against the US 
juggernaut and threat of end-
less war and do so now, or 
they capitulate and not only 
destroy their own credibility 
but also that of the UN.

The people on the streets 
around the world are showing their 
commitment and courage and do 
not hesitate to say NO to govern-
ment austerity programs, and “No 
War” to governments that want 
war. They are entitled to expect 
that governments that assert their 
commitment to the UN, will join 
them in that call.

When fascism was on the ram-
page in Europe in the 1930s and 
’40s, and seemed to be all powerful, 
the Soviet Union did not hesitate 
to denounce fascism. It helped to 
rally the people of the world against 
the threat of war even though it was 
still militarily weaker than the Nazi 
war machine.

It was its political strength 
that enabled it to overcome huge 
diffi  culties and eventually forge 
international collective security 

against fascism and defeat the Nazi 
menace.

The menace to the whole world 
today comes from the United States. 
There is an urgent need for the UN 
to bring the collective of nations 
against war together with the ability 
to give a strong voice of support to 
the movements and demonstrations 
on the streets.

REPARATIONS
Ghanaian President Nana 

Akufo-Addo told last month’s UN 
General Assembly meeting that it 
is time for African nations to be 
paid reparations for the historical 
injustices caused by the transat-
lantic slave trade.

He said that for centuries the 
developed world has been unwilling 
the confront its role in the inhuman 
enslavement of Africans. Speaking 
to the UN General Assembly in 
New York last week, Akufo-Addo 
emphasised that now is the time 
to bring the subject of reparations 
to the fore.

“Reparations must be paid,” 
he insisted, adding that while no 
amount of money would make up 
for the horrors of the slave trade, 
payment would make the point 
that millions of “productive” Afri-
cans were put to work without 
compensation.

Akufo-Addo insisted that it is 
time to openly acknowledge “that 
much of Europe and the United 

States have been built from the vast 
wealth harvested from the sweat, 
tears, blood, and horrors of the 
transatlantic slave trade.”

The Ghanaian president is a 
long-standing advocate of repa-
rations who said last year that the 
time was long overdue to intensify 
discussions on the issue. He has 
also called on a number of occa-
sions for a formal apology by Euro-
pean nations that were involved 
in the trade and urged the African 
Union bloc to engage the diaspora 
to advance the reparations cause.

The transatlantic slave trade, 
which aff ected millions of Africans, 
was the largest forced migration 
in history. Ghana was one of the 
main points of departure for the 
slave trade’s horrifi c middle pas-
sage from Africa to the Americas.

In another reference to past 
injustice, Chilean President Gabriel 
Boric told the General Assembly 
that the US-backed coup that 
deposed his predecessor Salvador 
Allende and ushered in 17 years of 
brutal military dictatorship under 
General Augusto Pinochet had been 
“a tragedy.” He added that a coup 
“is never inevitable, because there 
are always other alternatives where 
violence is not present.”

MULTIPOLAR WORLD 
Honduran President Xiomara 

Castro told the General Assembly 
that she believes in a multipolar 

world in which exchange for devel-
opment is based on the principles 
of independence, sovereignty, and 
non-interference.

She said that the military-
industrial complex consumes the 
majority of the budgets of developed 
countries, amounting to trillions of 
dollars and that this contrasts with 
their indiff erence and inability to 
contribute to humanity and the 
defence of nature.

Global capitalism and the 
neoliberal model only generate 
misery, inequality, and insane 
individualism of consumer soci-
eties, while millions of human 
beings suffer great deprivations, 
Castro argued.

Solomon Islands Prime Min-
ister Manasseh Sogavare declined 
a White House invitation to meet 
with President Joe Biden at the 
US Pacifi c leaders’ summit and 
returned to Solomon Islands after 
delivering his speech to the United 
Nations General Assembly.

The US and its client states have 
made threatening statements over 
the Solomon Islands for taking an 
independent path by developing 
closer relations with China.

China has funded a new nation-
al stadium and infrastructure devel-
opments for the coming Pacifi c 
Games in November.

In his speech, Prime Minister 
Sogavare stated his country’s posi-
tion unambiguously, saying it is 

“friends to all, enemies to none” 
and dismissed claims by the US and 
its deputy sheriff  Australia that the 
agreements with China will lead to 
China building a military base in 
the Solomon Islands.

Sogavare called for global peace 
and spoke about the “toxic mix of 
geopolitical power posturing” in 
the region. He called for greater 
action on climate change, equity 
in trade and fairer partnerships 
for developing nations.

Sogavare noted China in his 
speech, praising it for its work 
as a development partner and 
highlighting the “comprehensive 
strategic framework” he developed 
with China’s President Xi Jinping 
during his visit in July.

“We applaud the People’s 
Republic of China for the initiative 
in accelerating the implementation 
of the 2030 agenda through their 
Belt and Road initiative, global 
development initiative, global secu-
rity initiative and global civilisation 
initiative,” he said.

China is the Solomon Islands’ 
biggest trade partner.

Sogavare also denounced 
Japan’s release of wastewater from 
Fukushima’s crippled nuclear plant, 
saying he was “appalled” by the 
move, and warned of eff ects on the 
South Pacifi c’s waters. 
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Crucial role of UN

Book Review by Matthew O’Brien

Blackshirts and Reds
by Michael Parenti

In the thirty-two years since the Soviet 
Union was dissolved and Fukuyama’s 
“end of history” began, more and more 
young people are becoming commu-
nists. Multiple failures of capitalism – 
runaway rent and housing costs, and 
unabated climate disaster – are bring-
ing young people to the realisation that 
there is no future in this system.

The propaganda campaign to undermine 
and demonise socialism and communism has 
been virulent and eff ective. Parenti’s book 
is important because it dispels many of the 
misconceptions about socialism, exploring its 
positive elements and highlighting the repres-
sive nature of capitalism and imperialism.

In the second chapter, entitled “Let us 
now praise revolution,” Parenti discusses 
the benefi ts of socialism. He explains how 
socialist countries are not inherently aggres-
sive and confrontational. He maintains that 
“revolutionary governments like Cuba, Libya, 
Vietnam, and North Korea were – and still 
are – eager to trade and maintain peaceful 
relations with [the United States].”

These countries never have, and still 
don’t pose a threat to the West: they only 
pose a threat to Western fi nancial capital.

Parenti goes on to list the benefi ts of 
actually existing socialism. He looks at the 
radical policies in relation to land reform 
and advances in education, housing, and 
health services. Socialist states also ended 
patriarchal and class oppression.

Cuba under Fidel Castro is a great exam-
ple of socialism working to better the lives of 
the people. Parenti notes that “infant mortal-
ity in Cuba has dropped from 60 per 1000 
in 1960 to 9.7 per 1000 in 1991, while life 
expectancy rose from 55 to 75 in that same 
period. Smallpox, malaria, tuberculosis, 
typhoid, polio and numerous other diseases 
have been wiped out”

Chapter 4: “Communism in Wonderland,” 
looks at the faults of some socialist projects. 
The book is not blind propaganda and is 
open to discussing what worked and what 
didn’t work. It talks about the overwhelming 
bureaucracy, and how in agricultural poli-
cies where food was demanded by quantity, 
and not quality, many took advantage by 
producing poor-quality food.

This chapter also talks about how people 
in the East were susceptible to propaganda 
that romanticised the West. People had their 
basic needs satisfi ed, and wanted more. The 

big problem faced in Eastern European states 
was the socialist generation, who saw such 
things as free university education and took 
it for granted. They didn’t fully grasp that 
they were the fi rst or second generation in 
their entire family line who were able to go 
to university.

The youth started to fetishise capitalism 
because they didn’t understand it. They heard 
the slogans about the problems, but many 
genuinely believed that if they worked hard 
under capitalism they would become rich.

The book cites an article from the New 
Yorker. When the socialist system in Poland 
collapsed and the free market swooped in, 
a reporter asked a Polish worker what he 
would do if his factory was closed, to which 
the worker replied, “The state will fi nd us 
some other work.”

The people of the socialist states wanted 
the security net of socialism but with the 
consumer goods and the perceived mobility 
of capitalism.

Many who emigrated to the United 
States from Eastern Europe complained 
about the crime, working conditions, lack 
of communitarian spirit, and the ignorance 
of Americans, among other dissatisfactions.

Chapters 6 and 7, “The free-market para-
dise goes east,” I and II, show how oppressive 
and exploitative the free-market system was 
when imposed on Eastern Europe. The aver-
age Eastern European saw their quality of 
life dramatically diminish. In Russia, living 
standards were virtually halved with the eco-
nomic reforms. There was “a dramatic rise in 
unemployment, homelessness, air and water 
pollution, prostitution, spousal abuse, child 
abuse and just about every other social ill.”

Blackshirts and Reds off ers a lucid, 
engaging and often humorous exploration 
of the benefi ts and fl aws of socialism. It 
functions as a refreshing antidote to the 
ahistorical anti-communist propaganda 
pumped out by right-wing think tanks and 
the mainstream media.

It is essential reading for everyone born 
after the fall of the Soviet Union who wants 
to engage with and understand the socialist 
project in good faith.
Blackshirts and Reds (San Francisco: City 
Lights Books, 1997)
Socialist Voice 


