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Around the world hundreds of 
thousands of people are taking 
protest actions, calling for an 
immediate ceasefi re so that 
food, water and medical aid 
can enter and be distributed 
safely in the Gaza Strip.

In Australia, tens of thousands 
of protesters in the major cities 
participated – in Sydney and Mel-
bourne 40,000 - 50,000 – in what 
are now weekly protests. As in pre-
vious protests, they were peaceful, 
secular and pro-Palestinian.

There was a huge demonstra-
tion in Chicago with the partici-
pation of many Jews, Muslims, 
Christians and others. There was 
another in London.

One of the largest actions was in 
Instanbul, Turkey, where president 
Recep Erdoğan addressed hundreds 
of thousands of pro-Palestinian pro-
testers, accusing Israel of behaving 
like a “war criminal” and trying to 
“eradicate” Palestinians.

Starvation and dehydration are 
now weapons of war as Israel only 
allows a trickle of aid through the 
Rafah border with Egypt.

Israeli tanks and troops have 
carried out a staged escalation 
inside the Gaza Strip while bombs 
rein down on homes and basic 
infrastructure. For 36 hours from 
27-29 October all phone and inter-
net communications were cut off . 

This is not a war against Hamas, 
it is a brutal massacre of defenceless 
Palestinian people. More than 40 
per cent of those killed are children. 
No one is spared, not aid workers, 
journalists, or UN staff . By the end 
of the third week the number mas-
sacred was over 8000 with many 
more injured.

“The situation in the Gaza Strip 
is a growing stain on our collective 
conscience. The rate of death and 
injuries of children simply stagger-
ing,” said Adele Khodr, UNICEF 
regional director for the Middle 
East and North Africa.

Nowhere is safe. People have 
nowhere to go. They cannot evacu-
ate as directed by Israel. Israel is 
bombing the evacuation routes, and 
the north and the south.

More than 650,000 people 
are sheltering in United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Pal-
estine Refugees (UNRWA) instal-
lations. UNRWA schools have 
been bombed. UNRWA is close to 
fi nancial collapse. The overcrowded 
conditions with lack of adequate 
sanitation, fresh water and food 

raise the prospect of serious out-
breaks of disease.

UN VOTE
UN secretary-general António 

Guterres stated: “It is important 
to also recognise the attacks by 
Hamas did not happen in a vacuum. 
The Palestinian people have been 
subjected to 56 years of suff ocat-
ing occupation. They have seen 
their land steadily devoured by 
settlements and plagued by vio-
lence, their economy stifl ed, their 
people displaced, and the homes 
demolished. Their hopes for a 
political solution to their plight 
have been vanishing.” Israel called 
for Guterres’ resignation.

On 27 October the UN General 
Assembly adopted an important 
resolution calling for an “imme-
diate, durable and sustained 
humanitarian truce leading to a 
cessation of hostilities.” It also 

demanded “continuous, suffi  cient 
and unhindered” provision of life-
saving supplies and services for 
civilians trapped inside the enclave. 
General Assembly resolutions are 
non-binding.

The resolution was carried 
by 120 to 14 with 45 abstentions. 
Those voting against include the US, 
Israel, six Pacifi c Islands under the 
infl uence of the US, Austria, Hun-
gary, the Czech Republic, Croatia 
and Guatemala. Belgium, Ireland, 
France, Luxembourg, Malta, Portu-
gal, Slovenia, and Spain supported 
the call for a humanitarian truce 
while Canada, the UK, Germany, 
Italy, Greece, the Netherlands, 
Poland, Bulgaria, and Australia 
were amongst the abstentions.

The Australian government’s 
decision to abstain is disgraceful. 
In eff ect it is a vote for the status 
quo in support of the continued 
massacre of the Palestinians. It 

makes a mockery of PM Albanese’s 
statement that “We need to make 
sure, as well, that every civilian life 
is valued, whether it be Israeli or 
Palestinian – every innocent loss 
of life is a tragedy.”

Israel has repeatedly ignored 
UN resolutions on Palestine that 
call for a return to pre-1967 bor-
ders with the creation of a sover-
eign state of Palestine based on 
the West Bank, Gaza and East 
Jerusalem as its capital. The 
Security Council, which can adopt 
binding solutions, is thwarted by 
the US veto powers, undermining 
international law.

ILLEGAL
The ongoing Israeli assault 

on the Gaza Strip sparked by the 
Hamas terrorist attack on 7 October 
is a “political and humanitarian 
catastrophe of epic proportions,” 
said Francesca Albanese, the UN’s 

human rights expert for the Occu-
pied Palestinian Territory.

Albanese said both Israel 
and Palestine maintain the right 
to defend themselves militarily, 
although this response must remain 
proportional to the perceived threat: 
“There was an incursion in Israeli 
territory that resulted in the kill-
ing and brutalisation of Israeli 
civilians, so that incursion had to 
be repelled.” Once that attack was 
repelled, the subsequent bombings 
of Gaza represented violations of 
international law.

Anthony Albanese, do you have 
an ounce of humanity? Abide by 
international law. Stop supporting 
war crimes. Listen to the voices of 
the people in the street, not US 
imperialism. Call for a ceasefi re 
now!
See page 4 for risks of wider confl ict 
in the Middle-East. 
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Off shore Alliance

Off shore Alliance members 
working on three Chevron gas 
facilities in Western Australia, 
Gorgon, Wheatstone Platform 
and Wheatstone Downstream 
have overnight voted in favour 
of three proposed Enterprise 
Bargaining Agreements (EBA) 
with the company.

The agreements deliver mem-
bers secure jobs, fixed rosters, 
career progression and signifi cant 
improvements in pay and condi-
tions of employment.

For Gorgon and Wheatstone 
Downstream, the Off shore Alliance 
was negotiating on behalf of its 
members with Chevron since the 
start of 2023, and since mid-2022 
for its members at the Wheatstone 
Platform.

But the genesis of these nego-
tiations was far longer.

Members at the Wheatstone 
Platform fi rst contacted the Off -
shore Alliance in 2019 seeking 
an industry standard EBA with 
Chevron.

In 2020, the need for the pro-
tection of a union negotiated enter-
prise agreement became crystal 
clear when Chevron used COVID 
to purge their workforce, assisted 
by the appalling one sided contracts 
employees were on.

When Off shore Alliance mem-
bers at Gorgon and Wheatstone 
Downstream also expressed inter-
est in an industry standard EBA, 
the Off shore Alliance secured the 
commencement of negotiations for 
these two facilities as well, eventu-
ally representing 98 per cent of 
the workers covered by the EBAs, 
which gave the Alliance and the 
workers the necessary collective 
strength to bargain with Chevron 
on an equal footing.

Chevron tried every trick in the 
book to bully their workforce, from 
standover tactics and countless 
legal letters and threats to bring-
ing in an untrained, untested and 
incompetent workforce (to large 
hazardous facilities) in an attempt 
to try and destroy the unity of its 
own employees.

But it was the steady determi-
nation of Off shore Alliance mem-
bers, along with their strategic and 
judicious use of legal Protected 
Industrial Action, which saw them 
through.

In the end, Off shore Alliance 
members secured all of their key 
bargaining claims.

Offshore Alliance members 
successfully negotiated job security 
provisions to prevent members’ jobs 
being outsourced to contractors, the 
removal of behavioural standards 
which have prevented members 
progressing through the classi-
fi cation structure, locking in 40 
per cent rosters for all employees, 
salary indexation, union representa-
tion, arbitration of disputes in the 
Fair Work Commission, improved 
overcycle and training provisions 
and more.

The Off shore Alliance is an alli-
ance between The Australian Work-
ers’ Union (AWU) and the Maritime 
Union of Australia (MUA).

Off shore Alliance spokesperson, 
AWU WA Secretary Brad Gandy, 
says Off shore Alliance members 
at Chevron never blinked during 
negotiations.

“Throughout all stages of the 
campaign Alliance members were 
steadfast in their determination 
for an industry standard enterprise 
agreement,” says Gandy.

“Chevron took a hostile 
approach from the start, ultimately 
going as far as bringing in untrained 
and incompetent workers to work 

at its facilities during protected 
industrial action in an attempt to 
undermine our members’ solidarity 
and eff orts to secure an industry 
standard agreement.

“At the outset Chevron told the 
Alliance that our members’ claims 
would never be accepted by the 
company. Here we are now with 
three agreements full of them, and 
it was the collective and unbend-
ing strength of Off shore Alliance 
members that got them there.

“Subjective behavioural stand-
ards, which have previously 
prevented members progressing 
through the classifi cation structure 
are gone. Career progression will 
now be competency based.

“40 per cent rosters are now 
locked in for all employees, which 
means those coerced by Chevron 
during COVID to move to a 50 
per cent roster will transferred to 
their previous, more family friendly 
roster.

“Chevron employees now have 
union representation, arbitration of 
disputes in the Fair Work Commis-
sion, improved overcycle provisions 
and signifi cantly enhanced training 
provisions, including additional 
payment, allowances and the right 
to refuse additional work.

“Our members dared to stand 
together against a giant multina-
tional that tried all the tactics it 
could think of. A big thank you must 
go to the employee representatives 
and workplace leaders amongst 
them who put a lot of their own 
time into this and were integral to 
the result.

“Off shore Alliance members 
at Chevron now have an industry 
standard EBA in their workplace,” 
says Gandy. 

A place 
under the table

It’s always a stressful experience meeting the 
boss, so perhaps we should sympathise with Anthony 
Albanese who has just been to Washington to catch 
up with US President Joe Biden. Australian Prime 
Ministers go through this exercise from time to time, 
while the nation’s media contort themselves in the 
pretence that the relationship is anything other than 
servile on our part. A recent cartoon sums up the visit, 
and the Australian media’s delusions very well, showing 
a hopeful dog looking upwards towards a master with 
the caption ‘a place at the table.’ It’s easy to poke fun 
at the pretence and desperation involved, but these 
are serious times. Let’s look at the Albanese-Biden 
meeting objectively.

The US-Australia relationship is not so much an al-
liance as an exercise in willing bondage. Australia does 
everything the US wants, sometimes before they ask 
for it. Australia is unusual in this respect; other ‘allies’ 
have shown much more independence. For example, 
New Zealand refused to be part of the ‘coalition of the 
willing’ in George W Bush’s disastrous invasion of Iraq. 
The United Kingdom didn’t sent troops to Vietnam, 
while Australia jumped at the chance.

More recently, Australia has signed up for AUKUS, 
a Defence agreement much more expensive than any-
thing our government has ever done before. Again, it’s 
not necessary to go this far to be a US ‘ally.’ The US 
needs allies to maintain its status as top superpower, 
and is prepared to give them some leeway to keep them 
on side. 

This country does not need to impoverish working 
people in order to have allies. If that sounds melodra-
matic to you, ask yourself which Australians would 
benefi t most from free dental care, TAFE, and uni-
versity, just three of the things we could aff ord if we 
weren’t committed to AUKUS. 

So as the Australian corporate media gushes about 
how much Mr Albanese and Mr Biden smiled at each 
other, it’s worth asking the question; what’s in it for 
us? Does the relationship with the US justify this much 
grovelling?

The conventional answer here is that Australia 
needs a ‘big friend’ to ‘protect’ it in the event of a war, 
the way the US protected us from Japan during the 
second World War (with the help of the Soviet Union). 
We are a ‘medium power’ and we need to have a super-
power on side, goes the argument.

World War II was 78 years ago, and it’s worth ask-
ing who we need protecting from in 2023. China is 
the conventional answer to that question, but it’s not 
a good answer. As is pointed out elsewhere in this is-
sue, the People’s Republic of China prioritises win-win 
cooperation with other countries.

Besides which, the US acts in its own interests – 
or rather in the interests of capital. It would drop 
Australia like a hot potato if those interests changed.

Australians live in a world where we are constantly 
told how free we are as well as being told there is no 
alternative to life as a US client-state. There is an al-
ternative. It’s called putting our national interest fi rst, 
the way an independent nation would.

The Communist Party of Australia supports an 
independent socialist Australia, one which values 
cooperation more than intimidation. This is possible 
and realistic. We’re working towards it now.
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
“Walking away 

from an import ban 
and simply saying 

‘this is on the states’ is 
tantamount to a betrayal 

of workers.”
CFMEU national secretary 

Zach Smith on the federal government’s 
refusal to ban the import of deadly 

engineered stone.



Guardian 6th November 2023  3Australia

CFMEU urges all governments 
not to shirk responsibility on 

engineered stone
CFMEU

The CFMEU has warned federal, state and territory 
governments all must take action to stop engineered 
stone killing more tradies.

The CFMEU’s Stop This Killer Stone campaign calls 
for a ban on the import, manufacture and use of the deadly 
product, which causes diseases like silicosis.

The federal government has the power to ban its import 
and pass model work health and safety laws that guide other 
jurisdictions.

States and territories have the power to ban engineered 
stone through changes to work health and safety laws.

CFMEU National Secretary Zach Smith said all govern-
ments had crucial roles to play.

“I’d hate to see any federal, state or territory govern-
ment abrogate responsibility on engineered stone,” he said.

“It’s simply not true to say the power to ban engineered 
stone solely rests with the states.

“Banning killer stone from entering the country is 100 
per cent a federal responsibility.

“Border Force’s list of prohibited goods has asbestos on 
it, so why doesn’t the federal government put engineered 
stone on it too?

“We need federal leadership here. That would ensure 

any wavering state ministers are not allowed to commit a 
deadly moral failure when it comes to banning the use of 
engineered stone through their work health and safety laws.

“Yes, the states and territories have powers on banning 
the use of engineered stone, but if the federal government 
acts we won’t see any more of this awful stuff  arriving on 
our shores.

“Federal, state and territory governments must stop 
using engineered stone in the building works they fund.

“Every day we wait is another we will see death sentences 
handed out to Australian workers.

“It’s completely ridiculous to suggest an import ban 
would somehow fuel a homegrown industry.

“Like asbestos, engineered stone should be banned from 
entering the country and being manufactured here. You 
don’t have to pick one or the other.

“This is incredibly simple – you either want to stop 
workers dying or you don’t.

“If you really believe in banning engineered stone, why 
wouldn’t you support pulling every lever governments have?”

“The way to stop engineered stone is by banning its 
import, manufacture and use, which is exactly what the 
CFMEU has said from day one of our campaign.

“Walking away from an import ban and simply saying ‘this 
is on the states’ is tantamount to a betrayal of workers.” 

Dig deep 
for Palestine!

A lot of readers of the Guardian will 
be wondering what they can do by way 
of support for Palestine at this time. 
Communist Party Members and sup-
porters have been attending demon-
strations of solidarity all around the 
country.

For those who want to support Palestin-
ian people fi nancially, but aren’t sure where 
to start, the CPA strongly recommends 
APHEDA.

Since 1989, Union Aid Abroad – APHEDA, 
the overseas aid arm of Australian trade 
unions, has been supporting development 
and humanitarian programs with its  part-
ner organisation, the MA’AN Development 
Center, a secular, national, independent 
organisation in Palestine.

APHEDA guarantee that 90 per cent of 
donations to the Emergency Appeal will go 
to emergency assistance in Palestine. They 
are carefully monitored by the Australian 
government.
Main page: www.apheda.org.au/
Donations are tax deductible.

You can also give to:
Olive Kids is an Australian Charity based 

in Naarm-Melbourne. Their Emergency 
Appeal campaign aims to address urgent 
needs on the ground:
• secure medical supplies and generator 

fuel for Al-Awda Hospital
• provide mattresses, blankets and food 

packages for displaced children and 
families.

The funds are being distributed by our 
partners on the ground on what is needed 
most. We will update our campaign as the 
situation unfolds.
www.olivekids.org.au/
Donations are tax deductible.

Palestine Fair Trade Australia has 
launched a donations hotline with 100 per 
cent of all donations going to the Emergency 
Appeal of its partner organisation in Gaza, 
the Atfaluna Society for Deaf Children. We 
note that every bomb means another child 
with damaged hearing. 

Atfaluna provides emergency support 
and essential services to those who are most 
vulnerable, including children and individu-
als with and without disabilities. While its 
focus is usually on assisting children and 
adults with hearing loss, now they are pro-
vide humanitarian inclusive responses that 
include psychosocial support, food assist-
ance, PSS kits, hygienic kits, and dignity kits. 
Our support will help them continue their 
inclusive assistance to those aff ected by the 
current confl ict. 
Donations link: 
www.palestinefairtradeaustralia.org.au/
product/donation/151
Note: these donations are NOT tax deductible. 

Best value if donate via friends in the UK, 
but always worth supporting.

One of the best charities worldwide is 
Medical Aid for Palestinians (MAP) 
www.map.org.uk

They work for the health and dignity of 
Palestinians living under occupation and as 
refugees, providing immediate medical aid 
to those in great need, while also develop-
ing local capacity and skills to ensure the 
long-term development of the Palestinian 
healthcare system.

Unfortunately no tax rebate in Australia 
but if you have a trusted friend in the UK, to 
whom you can send the money asking them 
to donate on your behalf, donations from UK 
tax payers qualify for Gift Aid. 

This means the UK government adds 25 
per cent to your donation. 

A win for dairy 
workers

The largest dairy strike in living mem-
ory ended 27th October after 1400 
dairy workers won secure, sustainable 
jobs and a cost-of-living pay increase, 
helping to keep the dairy industry as 
the lifeblood of regional communities.

The two-day strikes at 13 sites disrupted 
supplies of dairy goods, limits were imposed 
on milk in some supermarkets and farmers 
reported hundreds of thousands of litres of 
milk tipped down the drain.

A six-day strike of 300 dairy workers 
from 28th October was avoided when major 
processor Fonterra reached an in-principle 
deal with United Workers Union delegates 
after protracted talks.

The vast bulk of the 1400 dairy workers 
won a 5 per cent pay rise in the fi rst year, 
going some way to address the cost-of-living 
crisis as workers face persistent infl ation 
above 5 per cent and the prospect of yet 
another mortgage rate rise.

These workers’ fi rst-year pay rise dou-
bles the 2.5 per cent dairy workers received 
as they helped their companies out during 
the pandemic.

“These are working people in regional 
areas who have shown great courage in 
standing up to large multinational dairy 
companies,” United Workers Union National 
Secretary Tim Kennedy said.

“They were fi ghting not just for them-
selves, but for secure jobs in regional com-
munities where every dollar they spend goes 
back into those communities.

“Their fi ght also gave a national platform 
in the battle for profi table companies to pay 
a fair share of their profi ts to help workers 
address the cost-of-living crisis.

“Dairy worker pay rises of up to 14 per 
cent over three years dwarf previous com-
pany off ers as low as 8.25 per cent before 
workers went on strike.

“Also importantly, workers have won 
measures that are important to them and 
their communities.

“These measures include five days 
of paid emergency services leave at both 
Saputo and Fonterra, allowing volunteers 
to fi ght natural disasters occurring in their 
communities.”

In the case of Fonterra’s talks, delegates 
will be putting to dairy workers an off er of 
5 per cent in the fi rst year, 4 per cent in the 
second year and 3 per cent in the third year, 
up from 10.5 per cent across three years 
before the strike.

The off er includes improved personal 
leave and shift allowances.

Kennedy said he hoped the secure 
regional jobs won by dairy workers would 
support a dairy industry that is in crisis, 
with milk production crashing from 11 bil-
lion litres in 2019 to 8 billion litres now.

“The strike action has shown dairy work-
ers are prepared to stand up and fi ght for 
their place in the dairy industry, and the 
importance of the dairy industry in their 
local communities,” Kennedy said.

“We have been working on longer-term 
planning about how every player – the dairy 
farmers, the processors, the community and 
the workers – can be part of a sustainable 
dairy industry and make sure the dairy 
industry remains the heartbeat of regional 
communities.

“We think part of the answer is making 
sure multinational companies are listening 
to their regional communities, and keep-
ing their connections to the local farming 
industry.

“To do that, we also think it’s important 
to ensure the price of milk remains fair, and 
that means challenging the power of the big 
supermarket duopoly to set low prices when 
milk supply is high.

“We are also calling on the Federal and 
State governments to include our voice at 
the table when major issues relating to the 
dairy industry are considered.” 

You either want to stop 
workers dying, or you don’t.
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Israel is pounding southern Lebanon and Syria, 
in what can only be described as provocation. 
The west misleadingly mentions Iran in the 
same breath as Hamas. But Hamas’ ties are 
with Turkey and Qatar. They all belong to the 
Muslim Brotherhood.

Turkish president Recep Erdoğan has ambitions of 
his own – to lead the Muslim world. In a major break 
with NATO allies, Erdoğan insisted that Hamas “is 
not a terrorist organisation, but a group of freedom 
and mujahideen [fi ghters] who are striving to protect 
their lands and their citizens.”

Egypt, on the other hand, has done its utmost to 
keep the Muslim Brotherhood out of the country. It 
has so far rejected suggestions by members of Netan-
yahu’s ultra-right government that it should take in 
displaced Palestinians from the Gaza Strip.

Jordan, a close ally of the US, has asked the US 
for additional military hardware including Patriot 
missiles. It already has F16 fi ghter jets on order.

Like Russia and China, Iran is in the sights of 
the US. The US has sent two aircraft carriers with 

supporting naval vessels to the Mediterranean. It has 
moved missile defence systems into the region to sup-
port the Israeli forces. The west has demonised Iran, 
just as it is demonising China, in readiness for war. 

The US has also announced it will be sending a 
Terminal High Altitude Area Defence (THAAD) system 
and Patriot missiles to the Middle East but has not 
said where they would be deployed.

There have been exchanges of fi re between Yemen’s 
Houthi group and Israel. Israel is now fi ghting on 
fi ve fronts – Gaza, the West Bank, Lebanon, Syria, 
and Yemen.

Australian Defence Minister Richard Marles 
announced that Australia has sent in a “signifi cant 
number” of additional defence force personnel to the 
Middle East but did not disclose how many, or where. 
“We’re not saying we’re in the Middle East for opera-
tional reasons, but we are putting that in place, really, 
as a contingency to support Australian populations.

“Bearing in mind that this is a very volatile situ-
ation and we just don’t absolutely know which way 
it goes from here.”

“Volatile” is putting it mildly. 

Australia

Climate action group Lock the Gate Alliance has accused 
the NSW Minns government of breaking an election 
promise by allowing BHP’s planned Mt Arthur expansion 
to be determined behind closed doors rather than referring 
it to the Independent Planning Commission. Without this 
expansion, BHP’s approval to mine coal at Mt Arthur would 
expire on 30 June 2026. Mt Arthur expansion at a glance: 
25 million of thermal coal to be mined each year until 2030; 
193 million tonnes of GHG in total; two open cut pit voids left 
unrehabilitated. In the lead-up to this year’s state election, 
NSW Labor promised that “new coal mine projects must 
be subject to an independent approval process”. However, 
because BHP’s expansion of the largest coal mine in NSW 
has been arbitrarily designated as a “modifi cation,” the 
project is undergoing internal government assessment 
only. Lock the Gate Alliance NSW coordinator Nic Clyde 
said, “The Planning Department should not be making a 
decision that would extend the biggest coal mine in NSW for 
another four years behind closed doors. The loophole which 
allows these big coal expansions to be arbitrarily treated as 
modifi cations needs to be amended, so that they are subject 
to proper independent assessment. The community has a 
huge interest in this project, both in terms of the damaged 
landscape BHP will leave behind, and in terms of the 
greenhouse gas emissions from four more years of mining.” 
BHP plans to leave behind several unfi lled coal pits that will 
gradually fi ll with salty water and will remain as a permanent 
hazard in the Hunter landscape long after BHP has wiped 
its hands clean of the project. There are at least ten new 
coal projects working their way through various stages of 
the NSW assessment process. Collectively, emissions from 
these projects would total more than two billion tonnes.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Israel.

At the time of writing this, the Israeli assault on the besieged 
Gaza Strip has seen 7028 Palestinians killed with 66 per 
cent of these being women and children. More than 1600 
Palestinians, including 900 children, have been reported 
missing and are presumed to be trapped or dead under the 
rubble. Some 1.4 million people have been forcibly displaced, 
mass graves are already full, and the UN has reported that 
there are not enough body-bags in Gaza for the dead. At 
least 45 per cent of all housing units in the Gaza Strip have 
been destroyed or damaged since the start of the attack. 
Public buildings including schools, mosques, and hospitals 
have been targeted including the al-Ahli hospital where 
more than 500 Palestinians were killed. Israel has sealed 
the Gaza Strip completely, and cut off all electricity, food, 
water, and fuel from a population of which almost half are 
children. Vital services, including health and sanitation, are 
being pushed towards collapse. Hospitals are losing power, 
some have already been forced to close and clean water is 
running out. The Rafah crossing from Egypt into Gaza has 
been opened intermittently and in the past few days allowed 
74 trucks of aid through, however Israel has refused to allow 
fuel to be sent in for generators. This is about 4 per cent of 
the daily imports into Gaza prior to the current Israeli crimes.

‘Shameful’: BHP argues it needs 
lower-paid labour hire to boost 

female, indigenous employment
The Mining and Energy Union 
said today it was shameful to 
see BHP arguing that it must 
maintain an unfair two-tiered 
employment system so it can 
continue employing women, 
and Indigenous workers on 
lower rates across its mining 
operations.

BHP’s submission to the Clos-
ing Loopholes Bill Senate Inquiry 
says that its in-house labour hire 
subsidiary Operations Services (OS) 
and OS training pathway Future-
Fit were critical to its plans for 
increasing female and Indigenous 
employment.

BHP also claims that paying OS 
workers the same rates as mine-
workers covered by site Enterprise 

Agreements would be prohibitively 
expensive.

MEU Acting Queensland Dis-
trict President Mitch Hughes said 
BHP’s wildly-increasing projections 
about the cost of fairer workplace 
laws refl ected the mining giant’s 
desperation to maintain the status 
quo rather than the reality of pro-
posed changes.

“BHP are adding up projects 
that don’t exist yet and projects not 
covered by enterprise agreements, 
decades into the future.

“At the end of the day, BHP 
has built an employment model on 
unfair foundations – where some 
workers are paid less than others 
for doing the same job, merely to 
boost BHP’s mega-profi ts.

“Their admission they are using 
this model as a vehicle to boost 
representation of women, and 
indigenous workers is appalling.

“BHP can aff ord to employ coal 
mineworkers on the enterprise 
agreements they negotiate for this 
very workforce. They can aff ord to 
achieve gender balance and greater 
indigenous representation while 
also paying people fairly.

“They don’t need special cut-
price labour hire subsidiaries 
and training pathways to achieve 
diversity goals; and they certainly 
shouldn’t be threatening to trash 
these goals if they are required to 
pay all workers at the appropriate 
site rate.”
Mining & Energy Union 

Risks of wider 
Middle-East conflict

Find out more about the

Communist Party 
of Australia

web www.cpa.org.au
email cpa@cpa.org.au
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Urgent action 
needed for energy 

bills ahead of 
horror summer

ACOSS, the Australian Council 
of Social Service, is urging the 
federal government to deliv-
er a cost of living package to 
help people on low incomes 
to aff ord their energy bills as 
Australia heads into a forecast 
horror summer.

It comes as the Australian 
Energy Regulator’s (AER) latest 
State of the energy market report 
shows energy affordability is a 
major issue for people on low 
incomes who bear a disproportion-
ate cost burden.

This refl ects fi ndings from an 
ACOSS survey showing the majority 
of people on income support strug-
gle to cover their energy bills and 
are running out of options. Of the 
427 people surveyed:
• 74 per cent are cutting back on 

cooling and heating 
• 62 per cent are cutting back 

further on use of lights 
• 55 per cent are taking fewer 

hot showers
• 51 per cent are changing how 

they cook meals (i.e. not using 
the oven) 

• 49 per cent are going to bed 
early to keep warm or cut down 
their use of lights

• 33 per cent have stopped 
having people over.

“As we head into a summer of 

extreme heat, the federal govern-
ment needs to deliver a substantial 
package to urgently address energy 
affordability for people on low 
incomes,” ACOSS Program Direc-
tor of Climate and Energy, Kellie 
Caught, said.

“There was some one-off  help 
delivered in the last Federal Budget 
but this will not be suffi  cient to help 
people on the lowest incomes, who 
are facing dramatic increases in 
housing costs as well as food and 
energy. 

The package of help needs to 
include:
• Increasing investment to 

retrofi t low-income housing 
• Mandatory energy performing 

standards for rental properties 
• Reforming energy concessions 
• Proving energy debt relief 
• Strengthening retail 

protections 
• Substantially increase income 

support payments. 
ACOSS’ survey found 97 per 

cent of people were reducing 
their energy use to keep up with 
the rising costs. A third said they 
had already cut back, as much as 
possible, how much energy they 
used and were at a loss for what 
else to do.

“Energy is an essential service, 
one which has serious implications 

for people’s health and well being,” 
Caught said.

“The rising cost of energy 
coupled with the poor energy per-
formance of rental properties only 
further compounds fi nancial and 
social disadvantage.

“People who experience vulner-
ability are facing energy debts, ill-
health, and cutting back on other 
essentials just to stay afl oat.

“They are taking drastic meas-
ures like not heating their homes in 
the middle of winter, turning fridges 
off  overnight, limiting showers, and 
going without food or medicine to 
aff ord their bills.”

Almost half of the people sur-
veyed said they got sick because 
they struggled to keep warm in 
their homes, and were worried 
about how they would keep their 
home cool over summer.

The AER found that electricity 
and gas bills had increased faster 
than wages since 2005 and the 
number of people in energy debt 
was on the rise. The report argued 
people on low income were more 
vulnerable to high energy prices 
and less able to access measures 
to reduce energy bills like energy 
effi  ciency, rooftop solar or better 
energy deals. 

SALAM PEACE SHALOM

Hannah Middleton
Professor Mark Beeson from the University of Technology 
Sydney writes: “If we are looking for historical parallels and 
lessons, then the razing of the Warsaw Ghetto by the Nazis is 
unfortunately one that comes readily to mind. While we would 
all agree that this was appalling, inhuman and unfathomable, is 
blowing women and children to pieces in Gaza any less so?”

Israel is enforcing a ‘complete siege’ on Gaza, withhold-
ing all food, water, fuel, medicines, and other basic supplies. 
International humanitarian law is clear: Israel’s siege is a war 
crime. The recent aid concession does not change this. 

It is irrelevant in international law what the military motive for 
starvation is – humanitarian law accepts no justifi cation.

The siege, which is depriving all Gazans of basic necessities, 
is a form of collective punishment and is prohibited in interna-
tional law without exception.

The 24-hour evacuation order of northern Gaza was declared 
“impossible” by the UN and a “death sentence” for patients 
in its hospitals. Under article 49, Geneva Convention IV, the 
attempted forcible transfer of civilians is illegal. (article 49, 
Geneva Convention IV). 

Israel is guilty of a war crime against the Palestinian people. Its 
unprecedented brutal assault on the Gaza Strip that has so far 
killed over 8000 Palestinians, including more than 3000 chil-
dren, displaced half of Gaza’s population, and destroyed much 
of the civilian infrastructure.

Some commentators suggest that the Hamas-led military oper-
ation, codenamed Al-Aqsa Flood, on 7 October was also a war 
crime. However, evidence suggests this may well not be true.

The majority of information regarding the Hamas attack comes 
from the Israeli army which has painted a picture of a whole-
sale civilian massacre with babies, children, and women the 
main targets of a terror attack.

To date, there is no credible evidence of these alleged atroci-
ties. In addition the Israeli newspaper Haaretz has published 
incomplete statistics showing that almost half the Israelis killed 
were in fact combatants.

Haaretz has released information on 683 Israelis killed during 
the Hamas offensive, including their names and locations of 
their deaths on 7 October. Of these, 331 casualties – 48.4 per 
cent – have been confi rmed to be soldiers and police offi cers. 

There is little to no credible evidence that Palestinian fi ghters 
intended to kill Israeli civilians. Qassam Brigades spokesman 
Abu Obeida says that a key objective of their operation was 
to take Israeli prisoners that they could exchange for the 
approximately 5300 Palestinian prisoners, many of whom are 
women and children, held in Israeli jails under increasingly bru-
tal conditions.

Australia has legal obligations to ensure that international law 
is respected.

All states are under an explicit legal duty to not only respect but 
to ensure respect for the laws of war, for international humani-
tarian law.

As the illegality of the siege of Gaza stretches on, the obliga-
tions of Australia as a party to the Geneva Convention become 
greater and more demanding.

It is unacceptable that our so-called leaders will not do the 
just and morally right thing which is to defend the basic human 
rights of all people, not a select few.

So what must Australia do? It cannot aid or assist Israel’s con-
tinuation of the siege. To do so could be an illegal act itself. 
This includes statements legitimising or supporting the siege.

Australia should also press for expanded humanitarian access 
and an end to the siege in line with Israel’s legal obligations.

PEACE NOTES
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Sydney 
pro-Palestinian action

Every week the protest actions in Sydney 
become larger rising from around 5000 to 
15,000 to an estimated 50,000 on Sunday 29  
October. After hearing speeches demonstra-
tors marched from Hyde Park to Belmore Park 
calling for a ceasefi re in Gaza, demanding free-
dom for Palestinians and protesting against the 
Australian government’s support for Israel.

Thousands of families took part in the peaceful rally 
and march with a skyline of Palestinian fl ags. They 
were united in their call for peace. Muslims, Jews, 
Christians, other faiths, and non-believers marched 
shoulder to shoulder chanting “Free Palestine.”

The placards read “Justice for Palestine,” “You 
don’t need to be Muslim to stand up for Palestine you 
just need to be human,” “Apparently all lives matter 
… except those in Palestine,” and so on.

The Communist Party of Australia and other left 
groups, the Greens took part. The Maritime Union of 
Australia, the National Tertiary Education Union and 
Australian Services Union rallied behind a “Unionists 
for Palestine” banner.

Anger was directed not only towards Israel but 
at the US and the Albanese government for their 
unqualifi ed support of Israel.

“They are not just numbers on a paper,” organ-
iser Assala Sayara told the Sydney rally. “They are 
humans with dreams and hopes. They are not terror-
ists, they are native Palestinians who have a right to 
be on their land. This is an indication that the world 
has failed justice.”

An enormous Palestinian fl ag, more than 50 metres 
long, was carried along the march. 
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Graham Holton

On 28 October, 120 member states of 
the UN General Assembly voted Yes to 
the resolution for an immediate truce 
to provide aid to the Palestinians in 
Gaza. Forty-fi ve countries, including 
Australia and the United Kingdom, 
abstained and fourteen members, 
including Israel and the United States, 
voted against the resolution. James 
Larsen, Australia’s representative, 
told the UN General Assembly, that 
while Australia agreed to its central 
proposition: “We abstained with disap-
pointment because we believe the res-
olution, as drafted, was incomplete,” 
as it does not mention Hamas’s role 
in beginning the confl ict. 

Although Australia has present-day rea-
sons for being on Israel’s side, including our 
servile relationship with the USA, this coun-
try, has a long history of supporting Israel.

After World War I the Zionist movement 
in Australia, led by Sir John Monash and 
others, lobbied government offi  cials, with the  
government following a pro-Zionist policy. 
Australia played a decisive role in securing 
the passage of the UN General Assembly’s 
partition resolution of 29 November 1947, 
through the foreign minister “Doc” H V 
Evatt, who served as chairman of the General 
Assembly’s Ad Hoc Committee on Palestine.

Australia was the fi rst country to vote in 
favour of the 1947 UN partition resolution, 
that led to the creation of Israel as a nation 
state. Two years later Australia established 
diplomatic relations with Israel and presided 
over the vote admitting Israel to the UN. 

Australia was one of the eleven members 
of the UN Special Committee on Palestine 
(UNSCOP), which recommended partition 
by a vote of 7-3, instead of supporting a 
single federated state. Evatt was chairman 
of the Ad Hoc Committee on Palestine in 
September 1947, ensuring the partition of 
the British Palestine Mandate was passed, 
by a vote of 25-13. 

Following the 1957 Arab-Israeli War, 
the Australian Jewish News reported that 
a speech by PM Robert Menzies was “one 
of the fi nest Zionist speeches I have ever 
heard.” In 1962 Menzies called on the Soviet 

Union to allow its Jewish citizens to emigrate 
to Israel. The Liberal PM Harold Holt sent 
the foreign minister, Paul Hasluck, to Israel 
in 1966, meeting with PM Levi Eshkol and 
Foreign Minister Abba Eban. It was the fi rst 
offi  cial visit to Israel by a serving Australian 
cabinet minister and the beginning of many 
bilateral ministerial visits.

The relationship hasn’t always gone 
Israel’s way. With the outbreak of the 1967 
War, Australia did not sell Mirage aircraft or 
spare parts to Israeli as requested. Instead 
Hasluck favoured a ceasefi re followed by 
negotiations. 

Following the 1973 Yom Kippur War, PM 
Malcolm Fraser committed Australian forces 
to the Multinational Force and Observers 
(MFO) in Sinai in October 1981, as part of 
the Israeli-Egyptian peace treaty. The ALP 

showed its strong support for Israel, when 
PM Bob Hawke successfully campaigned 
to rescind the 1975 UN “Zionism is racism” 
resolution. 

The Howard government, 1996-2007, 
brought the Australian-Israeli relationship 
to new heights. In 2004 the LNP laid out its 
policy towards Israel: “Under the Coalition 
Government, the relationship between Aus-
tralia and Israel has never been stronger.” In 
2007, Howard spoke of his “personal com-
mitment” to Israel and the “precious bilateral 
relationship between Australia and Israel.”

Defence offi  cials began annual strategic 
talks with Israel in 2018, and in 2019 Aus-
tralia appointed a resident Defence Attaché to 
the Embassy in Tel Aviv. Australia and Israel 
expanded cooperation on national security, 
defence and cybersecurity. The Australian 

Trade and Defence Offi  ce in Jerusalem facili-
tates trade, investment and defence industry 
partnerships with Israel, now Australia’s 46th 
largest two-way trading partner. 

The DFAT (Department of Foreign 
Aff airs and Trade) website feebly confi rms 
Australia’s offi  cial commitment to a two-state 
solution – Israel and Palestine. “Australia is 
strongly opposed to unfair targeting of Israel 
in the United Nations and other multilateral 
institutions. However, we make clear our 
concerns about Israeli actions that under-
mine the prospects of a two-state solution 
and continue to urge Israel and other actors 
to respect international law.”

It’s unlikely we will see an Australian 
government vote against Israel in the UN 
General Assembly any time soon. 

Australia: 
A History of Supporting Israel

Israeli fl ag on Masada. Photo: Jeff Nyveen – fl ickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 Deed)

Albanese and the ‘axis of evil’
William Briggs 

Foreign ministers and prime 
ministers regularly visit Wash-
ington. The motivations are 
not always the same. The Chi-
nese Foreign Minister, Wang 
Yi’s recent visit was to encour-
age the idea that the two states 
should engage as equals. Prime 
Minister Albanese’s obeisance 
to the US is quite a diff erent 
approach.

Qiu Huafei, professor of inter-
national relations at Tongji Uni-
versity in Shanghai simply stated 
that “we want to know that the 
United States values Sino-US rela-
tions as much as China does. It 
cannot be just competition without 
cooperation.”

Albanese, apart from being 
feted as America’s most loyal of 
allies, was reminded of his obliga-
tion to Washington before visiting 
Beijing. He may be talking trade, 
but Biden’s statement “we’re a 
Pacifi c nation, the United States 
... we’re going to stay that way” 
was an unsubtle reminder of the 
greater aims and ambitions that 
the USA has regarding China and 
of Australia’s role in this.

There was, of course, an offi  cial 
focus on AUKUS, on security, on 
minerals, including ‘critical’ miner-
als. There were fi ne speeches about 
the unbreakable bonds between 
Australia and the USA. There was 
ceremony, banqueting, and toasts 
to the alliance, but the meetings 
were held against a backdrop of 
war in Ukraine, Gaza, and the 
broader Middle East, and the ever-
present threat of potential confl ict 
with China.

The world is in crisis and tur-
moil. The USA, while proclaiming 
its rules-based order, and the pur-
suit of freedom and democracy, is, 
as the dominant capitalist power, 
central to all of these crises.

Days before the Wang and Alba-
nese visits, as if to underscore the 
threat emanating from the USA, 
came some particularly alarming 
outbursts from senior US Repub-
lican politicians. Nikki Haley, who 
is seeking Republican nomination 
for the presidency, labelled China, 
Russia, Iran, and the DPRK as a 
new ‘axis of evil.’ It was a theme 
that was enthusiastically taken up 
by Mitch McConnell, the US Senate 
Minority Leader.

The two echoed one another 

in making the claim that these 
countries posed a direct threat to 
the United States. Haley warmed 
to her subject, describing China 
as the “greatest threat facing the 
United States and that this ‘axis of 
evil’ want to destroy America. They 
want to destroy our friends.” The 
presidential hopeful and current 
third placed contender for nomina-
tion went even further stating that 
“America has never looked as weak 
as we do right now. Joe Biden has 
been trying to appease Putin, he has 
been trying to appease Xi Jinping.”

Haley, a former US ambassa-
dor to the UN, has been called the 
“best alternative to Trump” that 
the Republicans have.

Haley, positioned at the heart 
of the quagmire that is American 
conservative politics, may believe 
her own feverish rhetoric or she 
might be playing to a right-wing 
constituency eager to see America 
continuing to rule the waves. 

Republican Senate leader Mitch 
McConnell, on the other hand, by 
making almost identical state-
ments, reveals a deeper and more 
dangerous problem. His adoption 
of the language of an ‘axis of evil’ 
indicates a broad consensus in US 

political circles of the need to up the 
ante against America’s designated 
enemies.

McConnell is generally regarded 
as a more moderate fi gure. He and 
Biden, while ostensibly opponents, 
frequently act in close accord. But if 
McConnell is a moderate, then his 
enthusiastic adoption of far-right 
Republican rhetoric is disturbing. 
“You have to respond to conditions 
that actually exist that are a threat 
to the United States … The Iranians 
are a threat to us as well ... It’s an 
emergency that we step up and deal 
with this axis of evil … because it’s 
an immediate threat to the United 
States. In many ways, the world is 
more endangered today than it has 
been in my lifetime.” 

The world is certainly ‘more 
endangered,’ but McConnell, like 
Biden, like Haley, like the entire 
imperialist coterie, fail to ask why.

The capitalist crisis and the 
slide in American power coincide. 
American imperialism, in order 
to maintain power, is prepared to 
destroy all who stand in its way. 
At the same time, fewer and fewer 
states are prepared to accept subju-
gation at the hands of the dominant 
economic, political and military 

power. Trump, in his election-
talk speaks of maintaining peace 
through strength. In this he is no 
better or worse than his friends 
and enemies in the USA. Those 
states that reject logic of empire, 
are labelled as part of an axis of 
evil. It turns reality on its head.

If China, Russia, Iran, and the 
DPRK represent ‘evil’ then the 
USA and its allies, by defi nition, 
must represent the forces of ‘good.’ 
These ‘forces for good’ have killed 
millions, destroyed infrastructure 
and entire economies, forced regime 
change, invaded sovereign nations, 
assassinated leaders, murdered, 
and enslaved for decades. 

Anthony Albanese’s visit to the 
USA was a supreme act of symbol-
ism. Fine food, fi ne wine, and fi ne 
words as the world smoulders and 
the US threatens us all. His visit 
to China will offi  cially be all about 
‘mending’ fences, about trade, 
about promoting Australia’s best 
interests in the region. It is impos-
sible to realistically balance those 
interests with the demands of a 
snarling and wounded American 
capitalist hegemon. 
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Vijay Prashad 

On the night of 27 October, Israel cut 
all communication services in Gaza 
and intensifi ed the aerial bombing 
campaign.

On 24 October, it became clear to the 
United Nations (UN) that the sustained 
bombardment of Gaza – which had already 
killed 6500 people (including at least 35 UN 
employees) – had made this part of Palestine 
unviable for human life. Over two million 
people live in this slim section of land on the 
Mediterranean Sea. Since 1948, the refugees 
who live here have relied on UN assistance, 
with the United Nations building an entire 
agency (UNRWA) in 1949 for that purpose. 
UN Secretary General António Guterres told 
the UN Security Council that within days the 
UN would run out of fuel for its trucks, which 
carry the minimal relief that crosses into 
Gaza from Egypt and supports the 660,000 
Palestinians who have fl ed their homes to 
come to UN compounds across Gaza. The 
trucks carry “a drop of aid in an ocean of 
need,” Guterres said. “The people of Gaza 
need continuous aid delivery at a level that 
corresponds to the enormous needs. That 
aid must be delivered without restrictions.”

Guterres’s statement, delivered in a calm 
voice, did however depart from the sentiment 
of disregard that defi nes the statements of 
European and North American leaders – 
many of whom have rushed to Tel Aviv to 
stand beside Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu and pledge their full-throated 
support for Israel. History matters. 

Guterres said that the problems now 
befalling the Palestinians of Gaza did not 
begin on 7 October, when Hamas and 
other Palestinian factions broke through 
the apartheid security barrier and attacked 
the settlements that border Gaza. His state-
ment on the situation over the past decades 
is factual, based as it was on thousands of 
pages of UN reports and resolutions: “It is 
important to also recognise the attacks by 
Hamas did not happen in a vacuum. The 
Palestinian people have been subjected to 
56 years of suff ocating occupation. They 
have seen their land steadily devoured by 
settlements and plagued by violence; their 
economy stifl ed; their people displaced, and 
their homes demolished. Their hopes for a 
political solution to their plight have been 
vanishing.” The image of the “suff ocating 
occupation” is utterly accurate.

After Guterres made these remarks, 
Israeli authorities – as if on cue – demanded 
the resignation of the UN Secretary-General. 
Israel’s permanent representative to the UN 
Gilad Erdan accused Guterres – absurdly – of 
“justifying terrorism.” Saying that Guterres 
“once again distorts and twists reality,” Erdan 
noted that his government would not permit 

the UN Humanitarian Aid chief Martin Grif-
fi ths from crossing the Rafah border into 
Gaza to oversee the distribution of relief. “In 
what world do you live?” asked Israeli For-
eign Minister Eli Cohen of Guterres. At the 
UN Security Council, meanwhile, the United 
States vetoed resolutions for a ceasefi re, 
while China and Russia vetoed a US reso-
lution that said Israel had a right to defend 
itself and Iran must stop its export of arms. 
The United States has deeply politicised the 
atmosphere in the UN, using its own resolu-
tions to rally support – unsuccessfully – for 
Israel, while attacking the Palestinians (and 
bizarrely Iran) in the process.

NOTHING NEUTRAL 
ABOUT 

THE UNITED STATES
The United States has never been an 

unbiased arbiter over the region, given 
its close linkage to Israel from at least the 
1960s. Billions of dollars of weapons sold 
to Israel, billions of dollars of aid to Israel, 
and punctual statements in favour of Israel 
have defined the relationship between 
Washington and Tel Aviv. During all the 
negotiations between the Palestinians and 
Israelis, the United States has played a game 
of duplicity: pretending to be neutral, but 
in fact, using its immense power to neuter 
Palestinians and to strengthen Israel. The 
Oslo Accords, which led to the creation of a 
powerless Bantustan run by the Palestinian 
Authority, was negotiated with the United 
States with its hands on the pen. Oslo led to 
the creation of a process that has resulted in 
the attrition of Palestinian control over East 
Jerusalem and the West Bank as well as the 
garrotting of the Palestinians in Gaza – all of 
this combined being the “suff ocating occupa-
tion” that Guterres talked about.

Since 2007, when Israeli troops left Gaza 
and then hemmed it in by land and sea walls 
that made Gaza the world’s largest open-air 
prison, Israel has routinely bombed the Pal-
estinians who live there. Each time there is a 
bombardment, one worse than the next, the 
United States government has backed Israel 
fully and re-armed it during the bombard-
ment. Calls for a ceasefi re have been blocked 
by Washington in the UN Security Council 
since the destructive bombing of Gaza called 
Operation Cast Lead (2008-09). 

This time, on cue, the United States has 
provided Israel with diplomatic support, with 
US President Joe Biden going to Tel Aviv and 
with the United States going as far as adopting 
a fl agrant lie that Israel did not bomb al-Ahli 
Arab Hospital in Gaza City on 17 October. 
Before Biden got to Israel, the United States 
sent two major naval battle groups into the 
eastern Mediterranean – two aircraft carri-
ers, the USS Dwight D. Eisenhower and the 
USS Gerald Ford, with their supporting naval 
vessels in two strike groups. Since then, the 
US has moved missile defense systems into 
the region to strengthen the Israeli armed 
forces. The movement of these forces comes 
alongside billions of dollars spent annually 
by the US to arm Israel, including $15 billion 
in extra military assistance over this recent 
period. These wars are not merely Israel’s 

wars. These are the wars of Israel and the 
United States, with its Western allies in tow.

GAZA WILL 
BECOME MOSUL

Meanwhile, the United States has sent 
senior military offi  cials to work closely with 
the Israeli generals. One of these offi  cials is a 
three-star Marine lieutenant general James 
Glynn, who has been sent to “help the Israe-
lis with the challenges of fi ghting an urban 
war.” Glynn was part of the US Operation 
Inherent Resolve against the Islamic State 
of Iraq and Syria (ISIS) in the years follow-
ing 2014, when the United States bombed 
Mosul and Raqqa (Iraq) to eject ISIS from 
those cities. As if to underline Glynn’s Mosul 
and Raqqa experience, US Defense Secretary 
Lloyd Austin told Israel’s Defense Minis-
ter Yoav Gallant that he had himself been 
involved in Operation Inherent Resolve in 
2016-2017 when Austin headed US Central 
Command. Austin’s comments and Glynn’s 
deployment to Israel are in anticipation of 
the ground war that is expected against 
Gaza. “The fi rst thing that everyone should 
know,” Austin told ABC News, “and I think 
everyone does know, is that urban combat 
is extremely diffi  cult.”

Indeed, Austin’s comment about the 
diffi  culty of urban combat, particularly with 
the Mosul and Raqqa experiences in mind, 
is appropriate. In 2017, the Associated Press
(AP) reported that the US attack on Mosul 
had resulted in between 9000 and 11,000 
civilian casualties. Very few people recall 
the brutality of that war and the numbers 
of civilian dead are barely noted. If Mosul 

is the example before the United States and 
Israel for the ground war to come in Gaza, 
there are some diff erences that should be 
borne in mind. ISIS had only two years 
to dig in its defences, while the Palestin-
ian factions have been preparing for such 
an eventuality since at least 2005 and are 
therefore better prepared to fi ght the Israeli 
army one ruined street after the next. It 
appears from all reports that the morale of 
the Palestinian factions is far greater than 
that of the Israeli army, which means that 
the Palestinian factions will fi ght with much 
more force and with much less to lose than 
ISIS (whose fi ghters slipped out of the city 
and vanished into the countryside).

In both Mosul and Raqqa, when the US 
aerial bombardment began, tens of thousands 
of civilians fl ed the cities for the countryside 
alongside some ISIS fi ghters to wait for the 
destruction to commence and then end. If 
they had remained in Mosul and Raqqa, the 
civilian casualties would have been twice the 
number reported by AP. Mosul’s population 
was just 1.6 million, smaller than the 2.3 mil-
lion residents of Gaza – so the numbers of 
civilian casualties would have to be adjusted 
upwards. Palestinians in Gaza are trapped 
and cannot escape to the countryside, unlike 
the residents of Mosul and Raqqa. They can 
go nowhere as Israeli tanks enter Gaza, guns 
blazing. The civilian deaths in Gaza, already 
outrageously high due to the uncontrolled 
bombing by Israel, will be unimaginable 
during this ground war that began on 27 
October. Gaza, already a ruin, will be left 
a cemetery.
Peoples Dispatch 

The suffocating occupation 
of Palestine is now 

a series of war crimes

Each time there is a bombardment, 
the US has backed Israel fully 

and re-armed it.

On the night of 27 October, Israel cut all communication services in Gaza and intensifi ed the 
aerial bombing campaign.

Israel has grossly violated 
international humanitarian law in 
the last three weeks of incessant 
bombing of Gaza, all with the 
political and financial backing 
of the US
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War profits explode
CJ Atkins

Corporations that specialise in manu-
facturing weapons are excited about 
Israel’s war on Gaza, letting their top 
investors know that huge profi ts are 
on the way.

Already overfl owing with cash thanks to 
seemingly endless US weapons shipments 
to Ukraine, the accounts of companies like 
RTX (owner of Raytheon), General Dynam-
ics, and Lockheed Martin are growing even 
fatter as the Biden administration steps up 
direct military support to the ultra right-wing 
government of Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu.

Since Hamas militants killed 1400 Israe-
lis and kidnapped 200 more on 7 October, 
the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) have car-
ried out an unceasing bombing campaign of 
Palestinians in Gaza as part of a massively 
disproportionate retaliation. Over 7000 
Palestinians have been killed at the time of 
writing, more than 12,000 wounded, and 
thousands more buried beneath the rubble 
of bombed-out apartments, houses, shelters, 
and hospitals.

All that destruction – which international 
experts have characterised as a “genocide” 
against the Palestinian people – is quickly 
using up a lot of missiles and bombs. The 
refi lling of those stockpiles will mean huge 
new orders of the products peddled by Wall 
Street war companies.

Greg Hayes, the CEO of RTX, delivered 
an earnings report to investors on Tuesday. 
He eagerly notifi ed them that increased 
US funding for Israel will generate fresh 
contracts for missiles from the company’s 
Raytheon division.

“Across the entire Raytheon portfolio, 
you’re going to see a benefi t of this restock-
ing,” he told shareholders.

Kristine Liwag, a Wall Street analyst for 
Morgan Stanley who was on the call, said 
the war against Palestine appeared to be an 
“opportunity” that “fi ts quite nicely” with the 
company’s product off erings.

Hayes agreed. He characterised Israel’s 
war as a bonus over and above already-
expected US military expenditures. The 
extra orders for Netanyahu’s IDF, he said, 
come “on top of what we think is going to 
be an increase in DOD [US Department of 
Defence funding]” funding.

Raytheon builds the missiles used by 
Israel’s vaunted “Iron Dome” rocket defence 
system, along with several other weapons 
systems.

Leaning into propaganda pitching the 
IDF’s inhuman assault on Gaza as a defen-
sive campaign, Hayes told a CNBC inter-
viewer the same day that it would “lead 
to additional orders” and that Raytheon’s 
focus is on making sure the Israeli military 
has “what they need to be able to defend 
their country.”

Over at General Dynamics, meanwhile, 
where tanks, armoured personnel carriers, 
ammunition, warships, and submarines 
are the main items for sale, CFO and Vice 
President Jason Aiken also delivered the 

good news about the worsening war to his 
investors.

“I think if you look at the incremental 
demand potential coming out” of the Israeli 
campaign, “the biggest one to highlight and 
that really sticks out is probably on the artil-
lery side.”

He said there has been a four-fold 
demand increase for artillery and that the 
company is struggling to keep up, espe-
cially due to giant US government orders 
for Ukraine that were already pending even 
before Israel launched its war.

Artillery has been “a big pressure point 
up to now with Ukraine, one that we’ve been 
doing everything we can to support our [US] 
Army customer,” Aiken revealed. “We’ve gone 
from 14,000 rounds per month to 20,000 
very quickly. We’re working ahead of sched-
ule to accelerate that production capacity up 
to 85,000, even as high as 100,000 rounds 
per month.”

A General Dynamics’ weapons plant in 
Massachusetts was the target of an anti-war 
protest last week. Demonstrators unfurled a 
banner reading: “Genocide: Brought to you 
by General Dynamics.”

Aiken was undeterred, however. Looking 
ahead, he predicted “the Israel situation is 
only going to put upward pressure on that 
demand.”

Before the current assault in Gaza, the 
US was already subsidising the Israeli war 
machine to the tune of billions of dollars 
annually. In a speech on 19 October, Presi-
dent Joe Biden asked Congress for an addi-
tional “emergency” allocation of $14 billion 

for weapons for Israel, along with another 
$61 billion for Ukraine, and several billion 
for Taiwan.

If approved, the lion’s share of those 
funds will go to companies such as RTX and 
General Dynamics, which are the second 
and third largest US government defence 
contractors.

The biggest contractor, Lockheed Martin, 
is most looking forward to fi ghter jet pur-
chases, which are intended for Israel and 
Taiwan. The planes shipped to Taipei will 
be arrayed against China as part of the US’ 
new Cold War in the Asia-Pacifi c region. 
The others will be used to target Palestine.

Lockheed Martin is the maker of F-35 
strike fi ghter jets, which sell for over $120 
million each. This past summer, in July, Israel 
signed an order for 25 of the planes, spend-
ing some $3 billion on them. This was a big 
contributor to the positive earnings outlook 
that CEO Jim Taiclet issued on 17 October.

Further developments in recent days have 
also likely boosted moods in the boardrooms 
of the weapons producers.

The threat of a wider Middle East war 
increased Friday, for instance, as the US 
military bombed targets in eastern Syria, 
stepping up a campaign that has already 
been underway for several days.

The Biden administration says US forces 
hit facilities used by what it called “Iranian 
proxies” to carry out near daily low-level 
drone and rocket launches against US forces 
over the past 10 days.

Though Defence Secretary Lloyd 
Austin was quick to characterise the US’ 

“narrowly-tailored strikes” as a self-defence 
action that does not “constitute a shift in our 
approach to the Israel-Hamas confl ict,” the 
bombing run signalled that US troops are 
being drawn further into the crisis.

Biden previously ordered two massive US 
aircraft carrier groups to the Mediterranean 
Sea and deployed new anti-missile units, 
along with hundreds of US troops, to bases 
in the region. American forces have been 
stationed in the oil-rich eastern region of 
Syria as part of an anti-ISIS operation turned 
occupation with no end date. US forces also 
continue to operate in Iraq.

At the United Nations, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Hossein Amir-Abdollahian warned 
that if Netanyahu doesn’t stop his off ensive 
against Gaza, then his US ally will “not be 
spared from the fi re.” There were no signs 
of any let-up by Israel, however.

The aerial bombardment of Gaza carries 
on unceasingly, and on early Friday, IDF 
forces staged a second raid into Gaza. The 
assault by tanks and troops was aimed at 
softening the ground ahead of an expected 
all-out invasion, which, if it happens, will 
dramatically drive up the death toll.

“We are responding with fi re and creat-
ing conditions for the ongoing war,” Israeli 
Defence Minister Yoav Gallant said. “There 
will be other stages … and we will carry 
them out.”

For those who make their profi ts by sell-
ing bombs, warplanes, and artillery shells, 
the future is looking brighter every day.
People’s World 

They really said ... about Gaza
Compiled by Graham Holton

“We need to fl atten entire neighbourhoods in Gaza. Flatten all of Gaza. The Ameri-
cans didn’t stop with Hiroshima - the Japanese weren’t surrendering fast enough, so they 
hit Nagasaki, too. There should be no electricity in Gaza, no gasoline or moving vehicles, 
nothing.”

Eli Yishai, Israeli Politician

“The Oslo Accords in 1993 determined that the Gaza Strip and the West Bank are a 
single territorial entity which cannot be divided. Immediately, the United States and Israel 
set about  separating the two and making sure that they would not be united.” 

Noam Chomsky, US linguist and activist

“I don’t want, under any circumstances, to see in ‘Haaretz’ a picture of a woman with 
a baby in her arms crying while policemen deport her.”

Also Eli Yishai

“I never thought I would go to Gaza. It’s incredibly diffi  cult to get into, and when you 
get there, it’s a war zone. Then they have this beach, and there’s this incredible, vibrant 
beach culture there, which is something that I grew up with in Southern California.”

Hailey Gates, US model, actor and journalist

“Destroy and damage infrastructure, public buildings and government buildings. Do 
not leave them any place from which they can operate to damage Israel. We must be sure 
that Hamas will be spending many years in rebuilding Gaza and not in attacking Israel.” 

Eli Yishai again

“Each time there is a confl ict between Israel and Gaza, accusations fl y over who started 
it, each side blaming the other.” 

Richard Engel, US journalist

Palestinians inspect the damage following an Israeli airstrike on the El-Remal aera in Gaza City on 9th October 2023. 
Photo: Palestinian News & Information Agency (Wafa) in contract with APAimages – Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 3.0 Deed).
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Bernardo Arévalo’s victory in 
the fi rst round of presiden-
tial voting on 25 June sur-
prised Guatemalans, as did 
the emergence of his politi-
cal party, the Seed (Semilla) 
Party. Roadblocks engineered 
by established political forces 
threatened his candidacy in 
the second round of voting, on 
20 August, and now may keep 
him from taking offi  ce, on 14 
January 2024.

Arévalo and the Seed Party 
seek to remove corruption from 
Guatemalan politics. They and 
others oppose “the Pact of the 
Corrupt,” individuals with crimi-
nal associations that for decades, 
they say, have occupied all levels 
of government, national and local.

They are, “former military 
people … sophisticated business-
men, judicial functionaries, legis-
lators, mayors, communications 
people, bankers, and liberal profes-
sionals, the facilitators of business 
deals worth millions.”

From shortly after Arévalo’s 
fi rst-round victory until now, their 
operatives in the government of 
outgoing President Alejandro Gia-
mattei have alleged voter fraud. 
The attorney general, a couple of 
prosecutors, and a few judges of 
the Supreme Court of Justice and 
Constitutional Court have forced 
the Supreme Electoral Tribunal to 
take measures that would prevent 
Arévalo from becoming president.

It decreed that ballot boxes 
be seised and the Seed Party no 
longer qualify as a political party. It 
voided the election of congressional 
deputies. Giamattei has rejected 
widespread demands that Attor-
ney General Consuelo Porras, the 
off ending prosecutors, and a couple 
of judges be dismissed.

Another surprise was on the 
way. A national strike of Indig-
enous peoples erupted on 2nd 
October. For one commentator, 
this represented “the discovery 
of a forgotten and marginalised 
country, that didn’t exist in the 
national imagination … [and] came 
from the provinces, where the Seed 
Party, with its basically urban and 
middle-class origins, did not exist.”

Sit-ins and blockades of high-
ways spread nationwide, peaking 
at 130 or more. Up to 60 per cent 
of Guatemala’s commerce halted. 
Schools, colleges, and some local 
government offi  ces closed. The 
demands were: no more corruption, 
remove Attorney General Porras, 
and Arévalo will become president 
on 14 January.

Indigenous leaders referred 
to as the “48 Cantons of Totoni-
capán” had called the strike. They 
and Indigenous offi  cials nation-
wide were in charge. Guatemala’s 
European-descended leadership 
class had bestowed administrative 
authority on the “48 Cantons” in 
the 19th century. Now, somehow, 
they seem to set the course for 
Indigenous authorities in munici-
palities nationwide.

News reports cite the “Ances-
tral Indigenous Authorities” as 
representing Indigenous partici-
pation in Guatemalan politics. The 
Accord on the Identity and Rights of 
Indigenous Peoples, formulated in 
1995, had enabled this. It was part 
of the Peace Agreement that ended 
decades of armed confl ict during 
which some 200,000 people died, 
most of them Indigenous.

Partisans of the current strike 
staged a rally in Guatemala City on 
20 October to mark the 79th anni-
versary of Guatemala’s “October 
Revolution.” On that day in 1944, a 
three-person “revolutionary junta” 
replaced the long dictatorship of 
Jorge Ubico. Voters in 1945 elected 
Juan José Arévalo, father of Ber-
nardo, as president, and Guatemala 
experienced its so-called “Demo-
cratic Spring,” which ended in 1954 
thanks to a CIA-instigated coup.

Bernardo Arévalo spoke at 
the rally.

“The ancestral authorities 
have opened the way to students, 
community leaders, profession-
als, unions … business leaders ... . 
Look around. We are located in 
the centre of citizens’ life in the 
country. The legacy of the October 
Revolution of 1944 is before our 
eyes. The Guatemalan Institute of 
Social Security is an instrument of 
solidarity … and source of tranquil-
lity for many families … [and the] 
Bank of Guatemala guarantees 
economic stability and supports … 
an economy whose benefi ts extend 
to everyone.”

In Guatemala, however, the 
poverty rate was 59 per cent in 
2020, 80 per cent in rural areas; 
half of the population have limited 
access to food. That the average 
adult income in 2022 was $13,412 
testifi es to a well-resourced sector 
of the population. Indeed, 10 per 
cent of Guatemalans owned 61.7 per 
cent of the nation’s wealth in 2021.

Journalist Víctor Ferrigno 
points out the limited ambitions of 
the national strike: its Indigenous 
leaders claim not to represent a 
political party but merely to be 
defending democracy and oppos-
ing corruption. Analyst Ollantay 
Itzamna adds that Guatemala’s 
government will emerge unscathed 
and will “certainly continue being 
racist and lethal for Indigenous 
peoples.”

He argues elsewhere that the 
Seed Party, attentive mostly to the 
urban middle class, is responding 
to concerns that the government, 
a big source of employment, might 
disintegrate because of corruption.

The US government backs 
Arévalo, the Seed Party, and the 
campaign against political cor-
ruption. Itzamná points out that 
USAID fi nances projects of the 48 

Cantons and of NGOs siding with 
the Seed Party. Indigenous lead-
ership groups in Guatemala have 
gained US trust, he indicates, by 
not “questioning the racist nature 
of the state or disputing the power 
of the rich.”

The US government, he 
explains, is willing to “try out” a 
progressive government in Gua-
temala as long as it is obedient to 
US interests.” That government 
now gains US favour by accepting 
an Indigenous mobilisation that 
serves to “hide the emergence of 
the pluri-national, anti-neoliberal, 
or anti-imperialist social subjects 
that do exist in Guatemala.” Radical 
Indigenous movements, such as the 
ones active in Peru and especially 
Bolivia, are to be quashed.

One would be Committee 
of Campesino Development 
(CODECA), formed in 1992 as 
a “class-based organisation” 
defending farm workers. CODECA 
announced its own national strike. 
Demands were those of the current 
strike, with the addition of a “peo-
ple’s and pluri-national constituent 
assembly.”

Calling for a constituent assem-
bly and basic change, Thelma 
Cabrera, presidential candidate 
of CODECA’s political party, The 
Movement for Liberation of the 
Peoples, won 456,114 votes, or 
fourth place, in the 2019 elections. 
She was ranking in fourth place in 
2023, according to opinion polls, 
when the Supreme Electoral Tribu-
nal rejected her candidacy.

In an interview on 19 Febru-
ary 2023, Mauro Vay Gonón, the 
CODECA founder, recalled that 
“state terrorism, mainly at the 
hands of Guatemala’s military, had 
cost the lives of 25 CODECA activ-
ists.” Tereso Cárcamo, killed on 5 
December 2022, had taken part “in 
diff erent peasant struggles, such 
as the Popular and Pluri-national 
Constituent Assembly process.”

Vay Gonón, a guerrilla insur-
gent during the armed confl ict, 
lamented, “The entire Peace Agree-
ment” [of 1996] is for nothing. They 
are walking all over it. This is a sad 
truth for the Guatemalans, because 
we sincerely don’t want to go back 
to a war.”
People’s World 

TURKIYE: The largest parade of ships and aircraft took 
place on 29 October in Istanbul to celebrate the 100th 
anniversary of the founding of the Turkish state. The 
event attracted large crowds of spectators who sang 
patriotic songs and waved Turkish fl ags.“Our country is 
in safer than ever and in competent hands, you may rest 
in peace,” Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said 
at a wreath-laying ceremony at the tomb of the nation’s 
founder, Mustafa Kemal Ataturk. “We will be success-
ful and victorious. No imperialist power can prevent 
this,” Erdogan vowed. “Just as emphasised by Mustafa 
Kemal Ataturk, it is our foremost responsibility to ensure 
the perpetual existence of our Republic, which was orig-
inally established as a protector of the vulnerable.” A 
day earlier the Turkish President addressed hundreds 
of thousands of supporters at one of the largest pro-
Palestinian rallies. There he directly accused Israel of 
committing war crimes in Gaza. “Israel has been open-
ly committing war crimes for 22 days, but the Western 
leaders cannot even call on Israel for a ceasefi re, let 
alone react to it,” Erdogan said. In an hour-long speech 
Erdogan repeated his assertion that Hamas was not a 
terrorist organisation, and described Israel as an occu-
pier. “We will tell the whole world that Israel is a war 
criminal. We are making preparations for this. We will 
declare Israel a war criminal,” he said.

GERMANY: Recently German politician Sahra 
Wagenknecht announced her resignation from Die Linke 
(The Left Party) with an intention to form a new party, 
Sahra Wagenknecht Alliance – For Reason and Justice 
(BSW) which included members who had quit The Left 
as they want ‘to return to political sanity.’ The new politi-
cal party is yet to be offi cially registered (it’s planned for 
early next year), but around 14 per cent of Germans are 
ready to support and vote for it already, according to a 
recent poll. “We need to return to political sanity, and 
this applies fi rst and foremost to our economic policy. 
Germany is a country that is poor in raw materials and 
rich in exports. A large part of our well-being depends on 
high industrial added value. But with the economic sanc-
tions [against Russia] we have cut ourselves off from 
cheap energy resources without any visible alternatives,’ 
Sahra Wagenknecht said.

IRAN: The Iranian army began a mass military exercise 
in the central region of the country. The objective is to 
assess the combat capabilities of several units and test 
new weaponry. Military spokespeople said the exercise 
involves various army units – infantry, armour, missiles, 
artillery aviation, and drones, as well as electronic and 
cyber warfare units. According to the new organisational 
structure, the maneuvers focus on four key character-
istics: speed, precision, intelligence, and the ability to 
automate and network military equipment.

UN: It is estimated that more than 114 million people are 
displaced worldwide. The number of people displaced by 
war, persecution, violence, and human rights violations 
globally is likely to have exceeded 114 million people at 
the end of September, UNHCR, the UN refugee agency 
said, marking an increase of 5.6 million from the end of 
last year.
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Bernardo Arévalo. Photo: Javier Arango – 
Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 4.0 Deed).
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Stand Up win
Mark Gruenberg

DETROIT: United Auto Workers nego-
tiators reached a tentative agreement 
with the Detroit Three auto fi rm on 25 
October, union President Shawn Fain 
and Chuck Browning, its vice-president 
for Ford, announced on a video. The 
deal features big raises and company 
givebacks.

“Today we announce a major victory in 
our Stand Up strike,” a smiling Fain said, 
referring to the union’s strategy of leaving 
the Detroit Three uncertain about which key 
plant the union strikers might shut next. The 
strike began at midnight 14-15 September, 
at three big plants, one per car company. It’s 
now up beyond 40 plants.

This tentative pact gives Ford workers 
a 25 per cent raise over its 4.5 years, larger 
than the combined raises of 23 per cent 
cumulatively over 2001-22, Browning said. 
And there’s an immediate 11 per cent ratifi ca-
tion bonus on top of the pay hike, along with 
major company givebacks, notably restora-
tion of cost of living adjustments (COLAs), 
which the Detroit Three abolished in 2009.

“Every extra $100 million we took out of 
the company” over the life of the pact, “we 
took out because of you,” Fain declared. “We 
told Ford to pony up, and they did. They put 
50 per cent more on the table than they did 
when we began.

“We took the strike to a new phase” start-
ing 23 October, “with maximum eff ect,” Fain 
explained. “On Monday, we called the Sterling 
Heights Assembly plant” – the 6800-worker 
Stellantis plant – “to stand up.”

Then, on Tuesday, he said, “the UAW 
family at Arlington (Texas) Assembly,” the 
5000 Local 276 workers at GM’s plant there, 
“answered the call.” The two plants are the 
fi rms’ biggest money makers.

“Ford knew what was coming for them 
on Wednesday,” so they settled, Fain said. 
One Ford shop steward said had the two sides 
not agreed, UAW would have walked out of 
Ford’s iconic – and enormous – River Rouge 
complex in Dearborn, Michigan.

The agreement is still subject to approval 
by the presidents of Ford locals, who will 
discuss it in Detroit starting 29 October 
before voting on whether to send it to the 

57,000 Ford members for a one-worker 
one-vote election.

Meantime, Ford workers who walked 
will return to their jobs. Ford employs more 
UAW members than GM (46,000) and Stel-
lantis, formerly Fiat/Chrysler (43,000). The 
total number of UAW strikers at all three 
combined approached 45,000.

The Ford tentative agreement now puts 
even more pressure on GM and Stellantis 
to settle, Fain said, briefl y abandoning the 
smile he wore through much of the video. 
“The last thing they want is for Ford to get 
back to full capacity while they mess around 
and lag behind,” he commented. The two 
holdouts will not want to allow Ford vehicles 
to be the only ones re-entering the market.

Browning fi lled in details on the deal. The 
base pay plus the COLAs would produce a 
33 per cent increase over the pact’s life, not 
far from the union’s initial demand. Some of 
the raises will be even larger: 68 per cent in 
starting wages, and some workers at Ford’s 
Sterling Heights Axle plant will get up to 
85 per cent.

The biggest raise will go to the temps, 
who will also be on a 3-year, not an 8-year, 
track to regular full-time work. Some 3 per 
cent of Ford workers are temps, compared to 
12 per cent at Stellantis and 5 - 10 per cent at 
GM, depending on the work at a particular 
plant, Automotive News calculates.

“For decades, the temps have been abused 
and exploited. Some will get raises of over 
100 per cent,” said Browning. “And UAW 
members at Ford will see more in general 
wage increases over the next 4.5 years than 
they have over the last 22 combined.”

The union won the right to strike over 
plant closings, thus slowing, if not stopping, 
the exodus of car plants from the US and 
Canada to less-regulated and lower-paying 
jurisdictions, such as Mexico, courtesy of 
the now-dead North American Free Trade 
Agreement. “That means they [Ford] can’t 
keep devastating communities and closing 
plants with no consequences,” said Fain.

The cost-of-living adjustments, along 
with the raises, are the biggest deal in the 
tentative pact.

UAW, Ford, GM, and what was then 
Fiat/Chrysler had to abolish COLAs as part 
of a federal loan guarantee for the latter two 

car companies when the 2008 Wall Street 
fi nancier-caused Great Recession pushed 
both into bankruptcy. Ford did not go broke 
but was “me-too” on COLAs.

That loan guarantee pact also ended 
raises for pensioners and mandated a two-
tier wage system and an eight-year period to 
reach the top of the auto fi rms’ wage scales. 
The tiers are gone, at least at Ford’s Sterling 
Axle plant, Browning said. And the pension-
ers will get raises, too, said Fain, though he 
didn’t give out numbers.

Some issues went unmentioned in the 
Fain-Browning presentation. One was the 
union’s demand for more time with families 
and less mandatory overtime via 32-hour 
weeks at 40-hours’ pay.

Another was the future of converting 
current plants from manufacturing inter-
nal combustion engines and drive trains to 
electric battery-powered vehicles, part of 

the goal the car companies and UAW agreed 
on with the Biden administration as part of 
the nation’s commitment to combat global 
warming by drastically cutting fossil fuel use.

But those EV plants, often built with 
foreign fi rm partners and – at least for the 
fi rst two – in union-hostile Kentucky and 
Tennessee, would employ fewer workers 
than traditional auto plants. That left a dual 
problem: Numbers and whether the contract 
would cover them.

While Fain and Browning did not men-
tion EVs, the union had reached victory with 
GM on covering the EV workers under the 
master contract – but only after planning to 
walk from the big Arlington, Texas, plant. 
Facing that threat to its big money maker, 
GM caved on the EV issue but has been stub-
born on other confl icts, leading the union 
to call the Arlington workers out anyway.
People’s World 

GM Willow Run Distribution Center, Michigan. Photo: Offi cial White House/ Adam Schultz.

Harvard students stand strong 
for Palestine despite intimidation

World Peace Council

Statement of the WPC about 
the Israeli attack on the hospital in Gaza

Shortly following the historic 
Hamas off ensive into Israel 
and the beginning of the bomb-
ing campaign of Gaza by Israel, 
student organisations at one 
of the most elite universities 
took a bold stance – citing the 
state of Israel as responsible 
for all violence in the region. 
“We, the undersigned student 
organizations, hold the Israeli 

regime entirely responsible for 
all unfolding violence,” read 
the fi rst sentence of a student 
solidarity statement at Harvard 
University, spearheaded by 
the Harvard College Palestine 
Solidarity Committee.

“From systematised land sei-
zures to routine airstrikes, arbitrary 
detentions to military checkpoints, 
and enforced family separations 

to targeted killings, Palestinians 
have been forced to live in a state 
of death, both slow and sudden,” 
reads the letter. “Today, the Pales-
tinian ordeal enters into uncharted 
territory. The coming days will 
require a fi rm stand against colonial 
retaliation.”

The student signatories imme-
diately experienced backlash from 
wealthy and powerful Zionists. 

Billionaire, hedge fund CEO, and 
Harvard alum Bill Ackman called 
for the release of all names associ-
ated with the letter and a blacklist of 
those students from employment.

A truck with an LED screen 
travelled around the Harvard 
campus on 11th October advertising 
the names and faces of students who 
signed onto the statement, accom-
panied by the words “Harvard’s 

Leading Antisemites.” An elite 
law fi rm rescinded job off ers for 
students associated with the letter.

A petition has been launched 
by the Act Now to Stop War and 
End Racism Coalition to oppose the 
targeting of these Harvard students.
Sri Lanka Guardian 

The World Peace Council expresses its 
indignation and vehement condem-
nation about the recent attack on the 
hospital in the Palestinian Gaza Strip 
where many hundreds of civilians died 
and many more are injured. 

This Israeli attack constitutes an unprec-
edented atrocity of the occupation regime 
of Israel against the Palestinian people who 
are helplessly seeking shelter and treatment 
at the hospital. This aggression proves how 

ambiguous and hypocritical the claim of 
the Israeli government is about their right 
to “self defense”.

The Israeli off ensive is in line with the 
decades-long occupation of the Palestin-
ian lands and the denial of the inalienable 
rights of the Palestinian people to have their 
own state.

The governments of the USA, EU and 
their allies are accomplices in this crime 
against humanity, since they fully endorse 

the practices of the Occupation regime, while 
they deny de facto the internationally legiti-
mate right to resist to the Palestinian people.

The WPC calls upon the end of the hostili-
ties and the death of thousands of innocent 
civilians on both sides. Israel as a heavily 
armed and militarised state has to stop the 
aggression.

The WPC reiterates and underlines its 
demand for the end of the occupation of all 
Palestinian lands by Israel, the establishment 

of an independent State of Palestine within 
the borders of pre-4th June 1967, with East 
Jerusalem as its capital. We demand the 
release of all Palestinian political prisoners 
from Israeli jails and the right to return of 
all the Palestinian refugees according to the 
UN resolution 194. Occupation and Injustice 
will not last forever!
www.wpc-in.org, 
e-mail: wpc@otenet.gr 
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Two months before Hamas attacked Israel, 
the Pentagon awarded a multimillion-dol-
lar contract to build US troop facilities for a 
secret base it maintains deep within Israel’s 
Negev desert, just 20 miles from Gaza. Code-
named “Site 512,” the longstanding US base 
is a radar facility that monitors the skies for 
missile attacks on Israel. 

On 7 October, however, when thousands of Hamas 
rockets were launched, Site 512 saw nothing – because 
it is focused on Iran, more than 700 miles away.

The US Army is quietly moving ahead with con-
struction at Site 512, a classifi ed base perched atop Mt 
Har Qeren in the Negev, to include what government 
records describe as a “life support facility”: military 
speak for barracks-like structures for personnel.

Though President Joe Biden and the White House 
insist that there are no plans to send US troops to Israel 
amid its war on Hamas, a secret US military presence 
in Israel already exists. And the government contracts 
and budget documents show it is evidently growing.

The $35.8 million US troop facility, not publicly 
announced or previously reported, was obliquely 
referenced in a 2nd August contract announcement 
by the Pentagon. Though the Defense Department 
has taken pains to obscure the site’s true nature – 
describing it in other records merely as a “classifi ed 
worldwide” project – budget documents reviewed by 
The Intercept reveal that it is part of Site 512. (The 
Pentagon did not immediately respond to a request 
for comment.)

“Sometimes something is treated as an offi  cial 
secret not in the hope that an adversary would never 
fi nd out about it but rather [because] the US gov-
ernment, for diplomatic or political reasons, does 
not want to offi  cially acknowledge it,” Paul Pillar, a 
former chief analyst at the CIA’s counterterrorism 
centre who said he had no specifi c knowledge of the 
base, told The Intercept, “In this case, perhaps the 
base will be used to support operations elsewhere in 
the Middle East in which any acknowledgment that 
they were staged from Israel, or involved any coop-
eration with Israel, would be inconvenient and likely 
to elicit more negative reactions than the operations 
otherwise would elicit.”

Rare acknowledgment of the US military pres-
ence in Israel came in 2017, when the two countries 
inaugurated a military site that the US government-
funded Voice of America deemed “the fi rst American 
military base on Israeli soil.” Israeli Air Force’s Brig. 
Gen. Tzvika Haimovitch called it “historic.” He said, 

“We established an American base in the State of 
Israel, in the Israel Defence Forces, for the fi rst time.”

A day later, the US military denied that it was an 
American base, insisting that it was merely a “living 
facility” for US service members working at an Israeli 
base.

The US military employs similar euphemistic lan-
guage to characterise the new facility in Israel, which 
its procurement records describe as a “life support 
area.” Such obfuscation is typical of US military sites 
the Pentagon wants to conceal. Site 512 has previously 
been referred to as a “cooperative security location”: 
a designation that is intended to confer a low-cost, 
light footprint presence but has been applied to bases 
that, as The Intercept has previously reported, can 
house as many as 1000 troops.

Site 512, however, wasn’t established to contend 
with a threat to Israel from Palestinian militants but 
the danger posed by Iranian mid-range missiles.

The overwhelming focus on Iran continues to play 
out in the US government’s response to the Hamas 
attack. In an attempt to counter Iran – which aids 
both Hamas and Israel’s rival to the north, Hezbol-
lah, a Lebanese political group with a robust military 
wing, both of which are considered terror groups by 
the US – the Pentagon has vastly expanded its pres-
ence in the Middle East. Following the attack, the US 
doubled the number of fi ghter jets in the region and 
deployed two aircraft carriers off  the coast of Israel.

Top Republicans like Senate Minority Leader Mitch 
McConnell have nonetheless castigated Biden for his 
purported “weakness on Iran.” While some media 
accounts have said Iran played a role in planning the 
Hamas attack, there have been indications from the 
US intelligence community that Iranian offi  cials were 
surprised by the attack.

The history of the US - Israel relationship may be 
behind the failure to acknowledge the base, said an 
expert on overseas US military bases.

“My speculation is that the secrecy is a holdover 
from when US presidential administrations tried 
to off er a pretence of not siding with Israel in the 
Israeli - Palestinian and Israeli-Arab confl icts,” David 
Vine, a professor of anthropology at American Uni-
versity, told The Intercept. “The announcement of US 
military bases in Israel in recent years likely refl ects 
the dropping of that pretence and a desire to more 
publicly proclaim support for Israel.”
The Intercept 
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Focussed on
One of many weasel words designed to avoid questions while 
sounding active. When a politician is asked why they haven’t 
done something they’ve promised to do, they can simply say 
that they are ‘focussed’ on something else. The something 
else should be a good thing, but not one on which they can be 
held to account.

Why has Tanya Plibersek approved coal mines since 
becoming environment minister, thus massively increasing 
Australia’s carbon emissions? She’s probably focussed on 
increasing renewable energy.

Clarity
Shed a tear for fossil-fuel extraction company Woodside. 
They knew they were supposed to talk with First Nations 
people before going ahead with seismic blasting off West-
ern Australia. The authority in charge found their consultation 
inadequate, but let them blast anyway (authorities are nice 
like that, when you’re a large mining company). The traditional 
owners challenged the decision and won. 

This result has pleased First Nations people, also anyone 
who cares about the whales which were harmed by the seis-
mic testing, but has saddened Australian Energy Producers.  
They’ve said that energy developments need regulations with 
‘clarity,’ so they can get on with boiling the planet while pre-
tending they’re helping people. This is the sort of clarity you 
ask for after you’ve pushed it and lost. 

Heroic (Netanyahu)
There’s nothing funny about Netanyahu’s description of the 
Israeli Defence Force assault as ‘heroic’. More than 8000 
people have died, and he’s deliberately bombing and starv-
ing children. The man does not care what the word ‘heroic’ 
means. 

Moral: see ‘heroic.’

Reckless
No, no, not the droning song written by Paul Kelly and made 
famous by Australian Crawl which can still be heard on ‘Clas-
sic Hits’ radio stations. 

The Australian government has an aim of 82 per cent cuts to 
emissions in the electricity grid by 2030 (don’t get too excit-
ed – that’s only the electricity grid we’re talking about. They’re 
still increasing emissions in other ways, as listed in our Green 
Notes column). Peter Dutton has described the aim as “a 
reckless fi gure”. ‘Reckless’ certainly is a good way to describe 
Australia and carbon emissions in general – after bushfi res 
worse than any ever recorded, our governments still prefer 
to listen to donors than to scientists or voters, but in Dutton’s 
hands ‘reckless’ is a Trumpian weasel word – it means noth-
ing but sounds scary. 

Need 
Nine newspapers economics columnist Ross Gittins in the 
midst of a sensible piece about taxes, services, and why the 
two are connected, dropped this sentence: “It’s clear we’ll 
need to spend a lot more on the AUKUS nuclear submarines.”  
This is known as uncritically accepting the narrative. We will 
need to spend a lot on the AUKUS nuclear-powered subma-
rines only if we as a nation go ahead with the project, in the 
same way that I need a match and some fuel if I’ve decided to 
burn my house to the ground.

Complex and emotional
The publisher of The Saturday Paper explaining why he 
doesn’t want to talk about Gaza, Palestine, or why his publi-
cations go very soft on Israel. Yes, emotions are running high,  
but what’s wrong with Israel’s murderous attack on Gaza is 
far from complex.
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Vinnie Molina

People in the tens of thousands around 
the world continue to rally for Pal-
estine. In Australia, demonstrations 
around the main capital cities brought 
thousands of people on the streets on 
both Saturday and Sunday in demand 
for an immediate humanitarian 
ceasefi re.

In Boorloo/Perth around 2000 people 
condemned the Israeli government for their 
war crimes against the Gazan people. For 
three weeks Israel has broken international 
laws by an indiscriminate bombardment 
and strengthening its 16 years long blockade 
of Gaza. It cut off  water, electricity, and all 
communications to the outside world. These 
actions are deemed crimes against humanity.

Local Palestinian speakers told the 
crowd their relatives were being killed by 
Israeli bombs. One of the speakers shared 
the pain of losing his sister and her children 
last Saturday 21st October. Thousands have 
been killed, victims of the irrational attacks, 
which amount to an act of genocide.

The fury against the Albanese govern-
ment was obvious, as it stands with Israel, 
stating that “it had the right to defend itself.” 

The crowd loudly joined in calling Shame 
Albo Shame!

People wonder what else we can expect 
from a government who abstained in the 
United Nations General Assembly on a 
Resolution endorsed by 120 countries asking 
for a humanitarian ceasefi re. The signs are 
already showing that a heavy political cost 
will be exacted from the ALP government 
from the broad community. Shame Albo 
Shame, you’ll be on the wrong side of history!

Australia has chosen the side of the 
oppressor in these very crucial times in which 
the Palestinian people who have lived under 
occupation for more than 50 years and a cruel 
blockade enforced for more than 16 years in 
the case of Gaza. Shame Albo Shame!

Late on Saturday evening there were 
indications that a ceasefi re could progress 
conditions for an exchange of prisoners from 
both sides. It is urgent to stop the genocide 
and to end the criminal occupation.

The communities mourn the loss of lives, 
as war is not the answer. The only possible 
option for a political solution is a ceasefi re, 
urgent humanitarian aid and the recognition 
of an independent Palestinian state to end 
75 years since the catastrophe that began 
in 1948. 
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Saturday’s 28 October rally for Palestine in Boorloo/Perth. Photo: Vinnie Molina.

Shame Albo Shame!

Free Palestine: Naarm/ Melbourne 25 October
The struggle for Palestinian 
liberation continues in Mel-
bourne, as hundreds gathered 
on a cold Wednesday evening. 
This was a rally co-organised 
by Warriors of the Aboriginal 
Resistance (WAR) and Free 
Palestine Melbourne. The uni-
fying theme of the night was 
a familiar one: Truth, Treaty, 
and Justice. Aboriginal and 
Palestinian speakers spoke of 
their shared struggles, of the 
parallels in the genocide and 
colonialism of their people, 
but also of the solidarity they 
had always extended to each 
other in this country. 

Unity and solidarity in the face 
of extermination is why so many 
had gathered in front of Parliament 
that evening. The organisers and 
speakers called for an immediate 
end to the continued murders, tor-
ture, and atrocities committed by 
the Israeli and Australian regimes 
alike. They called for the Australian 
government to retract its support 
for Israel’s genocide and war, and 
to retract its support of Israel’s 
occupation across all Palestinian 
lands. These are demands that 
could be met out immediately by 
the Australian ruling class, if they 
so wished it. They do not. 

While Australia’s politicians and 
media spokespeople continue to 
jump at the opportunity to defend 
the Zionist position and coloniser 
lives in Israel, they struggle to fi nd 
similar energy in defence of Pales-
tinian “terrorists.” The Australian 

ruling class actively endorses and 
enables Israel’s reign of terror, but 
the demonstrations that continue 
to occur around Australia prove 
that they do not speak for us, nor 
for the victims of the genocide they 
are guilty of!

This is all happening following 
the recent overwhelming failure of 
the Voice to Parliament Referen-
dum, and this horrible reality was 
not ignored. The Indigenous people 
here were clear that the people of 
Australia had voted against their 
sovereignty, and this impact has 
already been felt within their com-
munities. Not even a day after the 
bitter results were announced, 
Cleveland Dodd, a 16-year-old 
Indigenous boy being held in a 
maximum-security prison in WA, 
committed suicide. The continued 
deaths in custody and real torture of 
Indigenous children in adult prisons 
was a recurring point at the rally, 
and a sickening reminder that the 
voices of the victims continue to 
fall on deaf ears. The recent sus-
pension of the Human Rights Act 
in Queensland towards Indigenous 
youths is further proof that our 
government is just as guilty as the 
Israeli government is of its human 
rights abuses, and it aware of it. 
This is why Aboriginal liberation 
was said to be tied up in Palestinian 
liberations, they are unifi ed in their 
struggle to be treated as humans.

As with other Palestinian 
solidarity rallies, the crowd was 
a diverse one. One anti-Zionist 
Jewish speaker spoke of the sincere 

gratitude and sorrow she felt as an 
Australian - sorrow for the Palestin-
ian people and the weaponisation 
of her culture and beliefs against 
them by the Zionist state of Israel. 
Sorrow towards the Indigenous 
people of Australia and that she felt 
she was a coloniser in both lands. 
She also felt gratitude that despite 
everything she was still accepted 
within both communities, and that 
she could speak out against Israel 
and Australia’s colonisation, and 
that she could still fi nd a home 
among the victims. 

There were also banners proud-
ly held high by queer Australians, 

demonstrating that no matter the 
diff erences in beliefs between some 
Palestinians and Australians, geno-
cide is not acceptable no matter 
the disagreements some may have 
with others. There is no Pride in 
genocide.

The police presence was per-
vasive. Although this time there 
were less ‘evidence collection’ 
cameras, every corner and every 
street was covered and enclosed 
by the enforcing arms of the state. 
At this point it should be clear 
that the Victorian police are more 
interested in controlling and intimi-
dating Palestinian and Aboriginal 

solidarity protestors than dealing 
with the very real anti-Semitic 
Neo-Nazis that continue to walk 
free in our state. 

While Western states have been 
silent for the past 16 years, over 3 
million Gazans have endured the 
last 16 years living in the world’s 
largest open-air prison, the Com-
munist Party of Australia has never 
stopped speaking and rallying in 
solidarity and support of the Pal-
estinian people. 
Those looking to take part in or 
support the movement can fi nd out 
more at freepalestinevic.org 

Part of the Naarm/ Melbourne rally.


