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The genocide taking place in 
Gaza has not stopped for over 
30 days. The death toll in what 
the United Nations is calling 
the “children’s graveyard” has 
passed 11,000 people, with 
over 70 per cent of the dead 
being women and children. 
There is no sign of this mas-
sacre ending. But the Alba-
nese government continues to 
uphold Israel’s ‘right to self-
defence,’ as if this allows Tel 
Aviv to continue its genocide.

Albanese will go down in history 
as the prime minister who stayed 
silent while Israel massacred tens 
of thousands of Palestinian children 
and adults. He is heartless and gut-
less and has made us all complicit 
in the Gaza slaughterhouse.

In supporting the full-scale 
massacre of the Palestinian 
population in Gaza, Albanese has 
repeatedly spoken of the ‘right to 
self-defence.’ However this right 
apparently does not apply to the 
Palestinian people as they are 
bombed into oblivion. 

Oppressed people will always 
want to gain their freedom, their 
safety and their equality. This is 
the right of the Palestinians. 

Supporting genocide is what 
Albanese is doing when he con-
tinues to insist on Israel’s right to 
defend itself. The Albanese gov-
ernment must support a ceasefi re 
and Israeli withdrawal from Gaza.

Millions of people in Australia 
are shocked, horrifi ed and angered 
by the Labor government’s refusal 
to join the United Nations in calling 
for a ceasefi re. The government is 
failing to listen and act. It is on the 
wrong side of history.

It seems that we are looking 
at Israel’s own ‘final solution,’ 
with their collective punishment 
of a whole civilian population and  
ethnic cleansing of the Palestinians. 

After decades of systematic 
oppression under the guise of a 

military occupation, the Israeli 
policy appears to be nearing its 
fi nal completion.

One child is being murdered 
in Gaza every ten minutes and 
this has been happening since 7 
October 2023.

Albanese insists that “we are 
concerned about humanitarian 
issues” but where is his public con-
demnation of the bombing of Gaza 
City’s Rantisi Children’s Hospital, 
which contains the only child cancer 
ward in the whole of Gaza? 

Prime Minister, do you know 
that wild dogs have begun eating 
the bodies in the streets of Gaza.

It has become impossible to 
rescue the wounded trapped under 
rubble. Their cries for help can be 
heard in many places, adding to 
the agony of their families. There 
are also an estimated 2300 dead 
bodies under the rubble. 

Why are you not calling for a 
ceasefi re?

Prime Minister, will you write 
your name on your arm? That is 
what Palestinians are doing in 
Gaza so they can be identifi ed when 
their dead bodies – or bits of their 
bodies – are found after Israeli 
bombing raids.

Prime Minister, did you know 
that 16 of 34 hospitals in Gaza are 
no longer operating? Disinfectant 
materials have largely run out, as 
has fresh water suffi  cient for bath-
ing wounds. Surgery on adults and 
children is being performed without 
anaesthetic.

Israel ordered the evacuation 
of 22 hospitals, including those 
specialising in dialysis patients 
and premature births. Doctors say 
this would be impossible because 
many patients could not travel and 
there are no alternative equipped 
hospitals for them to go to.

Israeli human rights organisa-
tion B’Tselem says Israel does not 
have the right to bomb hospitals 
because Hamas fi ghters are thought 
to be located in them.

Prime Minister, do you know 
that Israel’s war of starvation 

means that not a single one of the 
23 bakeries in Gaza, which fed a 
quarter of a million people each 
day, is still operating? 

Israel has also destroyed Gaza’s 
fi shing fl eet in the southern Rafah 
area, cutting off  a source of protein.

How can you continue to sup-
port the genocide in Gaza by calling 
for Israel’s right to defend itself?

Prime Minister, do you know 
that the people in Gaza have 
depended on about 100 desalina-
tion plants but that this system has 
now collapsed?

Residents have since been dig-
ging wells and drinking contaminat-
ed groundwater, or drawing from 
the aquifer, which was inundated 
with seawater some years ago.

On 3 November, Israel bombed 
water reserves in Rafah, the city 
in southern Gaza which it had 
instructed Gaza residents to fl ee to.

As images of children in unim-
aginable pain appear on our TVs, 
the Albanese government cannot 
be forgiven for refusing to demand 
an end to the horrors unfolding. 
Appallingly it is also helping to 
supply the arsenal used to continue 
the killing.

Australia has approved 322 
defence exports to Israel over the 
past six years. Details on what 
exactly has been approved have 
not been made public. It is claimed 
there is evidence Israel is using 
goods and technology provided 
by the Australian government 
to commit serious abuses of the 
human rights of the people in Gaza.

A massive outpouring of civil 
society opposition to the ongoing 
wholesale slaughter has erupted 
around Australia. These decent 
human beings will not forget or 
forgive Albanese for defending 
the right of Israel to perpetrate 
this atrocity.

Gaza has become the Warsaw 
Ghetto of our time. This shames 
us all. This should not be tolerated 
by the Labor Government. Shame, 
Albo, shame! 
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Boycott Israel!

Write letters to Prime Minister Albanese 
and Foreign Minister Penny Wong

Use material from this and other Guardian articles to 
write personal letters one or many more times a week.

Send your letters to PO Box 6022 House of Representatives, 
Parliament House, Canberra ACT 2600
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Let’s hang up
Is your phone okay? This jokey casual question 

became an urgent one this month as over ten million 
Optus customers lost phone coverage, and ‘outage’ be-
came the word of the day. It was no laughing matter 
either – this wasn’t just not being able to get through to 
a mate. The outage aff ected small businesses, hospitals, 
trains, and water services. Ironically, it also aff ected 
the giant authoritarian Home Aff airs department, put 
together by privatisation-loving Coalition government.  

So, after hundreds of millions of dollars lost, much 
by people who can’t aff ord it, lives endangered, train 
safety put at risk, you’d expect some pretty drastic ac-
tion wouldn’t you? You’d be disappointed. Government 
ministers muttered feeble words about the importance 
of choice – as though the real victims of the disaster 
were private phone companies worrying about being 
nationalised. NSW Premier Chris Minns called the 
outage “deeply regrettable.” Communications Minister 
Michelle Rowland has told her department to establish 
a ‘post-incident review’ to look at ‘regulatory settings’ 
and no doubt choose which sort of lettuce leaf to use 
for Optus’ slap on the wrist.

This issue is part of a wider pattern – privatisa-
tion and marketisation. It’s the reason why Price 
Waterhouse Coopers got to advise the Australian Tax 
Offi  ce and at the same time advise Google and Apple 
on how to dodge tax. It’s why TAFEs are starved of 
funds while dodgy private training organisations set 
up ‘visa mills’ and enrol people in badly taught courses. 

The worship of the market means that consequences 
are limited. In Optus’ case, the vague promise of future 
regulation, maybe. In the case of the private TAFE 
replacements, some of the more outrageous rorters 
were fi ned or closed down, but the rotten system was 
left in place. It’s the neoliberal way: the government 
promises to be stricter in future, makes a show of 
disciplining the ‘bad apples’ and all is well until the 
next time. Optus customers might be having déjà vu 
just now – it was only September 2022 when Optus 
was hacked, and massive amounts of customer data 
stolen. Optus responded by telling customers to watch 
out for suspicious transactions, like it was their job 
to fi x the company’s mistake.

We’re still waiting to see what will happen about the 
latest outage, but it’s very likely it will be the individual 
customer’s responsibility to fi x it up, fi ll in forms, and 
hassle Optus for compensation.

So what’s the solution? Just having the system we 
have now but with more safeguards? Regulations? An 
inquiry which hopefully isn’t just kicking the problem 
into the long grass?

The real problem here is the market-worship that 
led us to having a multitude of lightly-supervised 
private phone companies in the first place, with 
market- worshipping governments promising to go easy 
on them. What’s really needed is a system that has 
working people at the centre, instead of putting them 
at the service of corporations. We have a parliament in 
which both of the major parties are on a unity ticket 
when it comes to keeping companies like Optus and 
Qantas happy. The ALP and the Coalition just disagree 
on details, like how lightly to treat private companies.

Optus customers stressing out about lost data and 
wondering if they’ll ever get compensation for lost in-
come must feel like they’re working for Optus without 
pay. What we need is a socialist system where phone 
companies work for us.

Guardian
Issue 2079 20 November 2023

Support theSupport the Guardian Guardian  
by donating to Press Fundby donating to Press Fund

Danlo Moey 

On Sunday 12 November 2023, tens of thou-
sands of protesters descended on Hyde Park 
in Sydney to demand a ceasefi re and a stop 
to the genocide in Palestine. This rally was 
another demonstration of the growing sup-
port for Palestine both within Australia, and 
across the globe.

The large crowd gathered in Hyde Park to hear 
talks from a variety of speakers, with chants express-
ing support for Palestine being loudly proclaimed 
throughout. The fi rst speaker was a local Indigenous 
elder who was preceded with the chant: “From Gadigal 
to Gaza, long live the intifada!” highlighting the shared 
struggle between the Indigenous peoples of Australia 
and Palestine.

A Christian woman from Palestine spoke of the 
atrocities and crimes against humanity that her family 
was currently enduring in Gaza. According to the 
Health Ministry in Gaza: more than 11,000 people have 
been killed at the time of writing. Essential supplies 
such as: medicine, water, and food have been cut off  

from Gaza. Hospitals and refugee camps have become 
targets for Israeli airstrikes, leaving them inoperable. 

Greens Senator Mehreen Faruqi delivered a speech 
condemning the Labor Party for their support of Israel, 
and calling for “people power” to end the genocide 
in Palestine. This coincides with Foreign Minister 
Penny Wong’s call for “steps towards a ceasefi re,” 
which denotes a large shift in the rhetoric of the 
Labor Party. This is an indicator that the mass actions 
are putting pressure on the Australian government. 
The speeches were followed by a march through the 
Sydney CBD where chants of “Free Palestine!” were 
loudly on display.

The rally was attended by Communist Party of 
Australia members from across New South Wales 
who have shown dedicated support for the Palestinian 
struggle and have also helped with organising actions 
in other areas of the country. The global movement 
for Palestine signifi es the weakness in the crumbling 
hegemony of the imperialist powers. These mass 
actions must continue until genocide in Palestine is 
ended. 
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Pro-Palestine rally, 
Sydney

OP ED: The rough deal 
facing climate refugees

Jack Rae 

As the consequence of the 
world’s inaction on climate 
intensifi es, the eff ects are felt 
more acutely by those who did 
the least to cause them. The 
starkest examples come from 
our Pacifi c neighbours, who 
are witnessing their countries 
disappear under the waves 
while the world’s leaders fail 
to off er token gestures, let 
alone solutions. That was until 
recently, when one arrived – 
a token gesture that is, not a 
solution. 

Anthony Albanese’s Labor 
government recently announced 
a characteristically weak deal that 
would see Tuvalu compromise 
its sovereignty in exchange for 
resettlement for a small number 
of climate refugees. The govern-
ment will assume total control 
over Tuvalu’s freedom of choice in 
its security arrangements. For this 
gross infringement on Tuvaluan 
sovereignty, Australia is off ering 
a path to resettlement for a tiny 
trickle of 280 people per year. This 
deal can only be seen as a hypocriti-
cal empty gesture from a country 

that would treat a similar action on 
the part of a country like China as 
a naked act of aggression. 

The historical reality of the 
South Pacifi c region is that it has 
always been Western capitalist 
countries like Australia, France, 
and the United States who have 
used Pacifi c islands as their pawns 
and colonies, continuing to this 
day. Western powers everywhere 
continue to demonstrate a callous 
disregard for the lives of colonised 
people, whether they be Palestin-
ians, Indigenous Australians or the 
many nations of the Pacifi c. 

Tuvalu faces an imminent and 
existential threat it did nothing 
to cause, yet the government acts 
with all the lack of urgency we have 
come to expect. Climate change can 
no longer be treated as a distant 
issue when Australians are dying, 
having their houses destroyed and 
getting internally displaced right 
now. Yet the only solutions the 
ALP government can produce are 
increasingly implausible schemes 
like carbon capture and storage. 
Evidently, Albanese places more 
importance on creating the spec-
tacle of action in climate change 
while delivering nothing but an 

outrageous power grab for regional 
dominance. 

As the number of those dis-
placed by climate change increases, 
policies like these continue the dan-
gerous trend of utilising the vulner-
able as political tools. For liberals 
like Albanese, climate refugees can 
be used as charity showcases as part 
of his greenwashing agenda, while 
the far right continues to peddle the 
myth that refugees are the cause 
of every economic problem. The 
infl uence of the so-called refugee 
crisis following the imperialist 
wars in the Middle East, and the 
resurgence of fascism across the 
European continent prompted 
many to dread the consequence 
of the even larger crisis that will 
unfold from climate change. 

Without strong and progressive 
action now, we risk setting a prec-
edent that will be disastrous in the 
not-too-distant future. Deals like 
the one with Tuvalu only confi rm 
that the government is unwilling to 
take such action. The cost of this 
time-wasting is measured in the 
lives of the innocent. This is too 
steep a price to pay for the lesson 
that inaction has consequences. 



Guardian 20 November 2023  3

Anna Pha

One of the biggest issues facing house-
holds is the cost of living crisis and the 
failure of governments to take action 
to ease the situation. The large corpo-
rations that control prices and avail-
ability of goods and services are using 
their industry domination and monop-
oly power to increase prices with dev-
astating consequences.

The latest blow is the Reserve Bank of 
Australia’s (RBA) hike in interest rates – up 
another 0.25 per percent to 4.35 per cent – 
the 13th rise since May 2022. The Big Four 
banks wasted no time passing on the full 
increase to borrowers.

The impact is huge. For example, repay-
ments on a typical loan of $750,000 in the 
major cities have risen over that period by 
around $1800 a month, and on a $1 mil-
lion loan – not uncommon – the increase 
is around $2,400.

All four banks posted record profi ts in 
2022-23 with combined profi ts of $32.46 
billion. These profi ts are mainly the result 
of not passing on the full increase in inter-
est rates to those with deposits. The gap 
between interest paid on deposits and 
interest charged on loans – interest rate 
margin – is one of the main sources of 
these profi ts.

The federal government could act to 
reduce the monopoly power of the Big Four 
by establishing a publicly owned bank with 
a strong social charter that puts people’s 
interests fi rst.

Judging by the RBA’s statement, there 
is more pain to come for mortgagees and 
tenants whose landlords pass on their addi-
tional costs.

HOUSING CRISIS
Hundreds of thousands of people are 

increasingly fi nding it diffi  cult to repay 
mortgages or fi nd rental accommodation 
let alone accommodation that is aff ordable. 
Older women are increasingly becoming 
homeless.

State governments still continue to sell off  
public housing or leave it vacant while fail-
ing to carry out the necessary maintenance.

The private sector has failed dismally. 
All three levels of government should step 
in and build aff ordable, public rental accom-
modation where it is needed.

The Australian Bureau of Statistics 
reports that up to 136,000 dwellings are left 
vacant, and the spread of Airbnb and other 
similar operations are robbing the rental 
market of housing.

Residential dwellings have become 
a commodity for wealthy investors; they 
should be homes.

INCOME CRISIS
An Australian Council of Social Service 

survey released last month found that the 
majority of people on income support strug-
gle to cover their energy bills and are running 
out of options. Of the 427 people surveyed:
• 74% are cutting back on cooling and 

heating
• 62% are cutting back further on use of 

lights
• 55% are taking fewer hot showers
• 51% are changing how they cook meals 

(i.e. not using the oven)
• 49% are going to bed early to keep warm 

or cut down their use of lights
• 33% have stopped having people over.

With rental accommodation running 
at $600- $700 or more per week, how can 
anyone on the minimum wage of $882.80 
aff ord to rent? Governments could put a cap 
on rental increases and take other measures 
to protect tenants, as well build more rental 
accommodation.

The punitive Jobseeker payment of 
$374.60 per week means there is no rental 
accommodation for the unemployed. No 
wonder the various charities are reporting 
record requests for food, power bills, and 
other assistance. The various rates for youth 
allowance are similarly disgraceful, especially 
for such a rich country as Australia, and for 
a government willing to spend $368 billion 
plus on nuclear submarines.

The age pension is also inadequate at a 
maximum rate of $500.25 a week or $755.70 
for a couple, in particular for retirees who 
do not own their own home.

The government could and must 
increase these payments so that recipients 
can live a life with dignity and meet their 
basic needs.

Wages continue to lag price rises. In 2022 
wages rose 3.3 per cent compared with infl a-
tion of 7.8 per cent – a real wage reduction 
of 4.5 per cent. Prices continue to rise but 
real wages have not caught up.

SUPERMARKET DUOPOLY
Coles and Woolworths hold retail power 

with relatively little competition from other 
retailers. Last year they made record profi ts 
of over $1 billion each as households were 
drowning in rising prices and struggling 
to put food on the table. They are a major 
contributor to the current cost of living crisis 
and rising level of poverty.

The protest group, Grassroots Action 
Network Tasmania, or GRANT, placed 
false tags on the shelves in Woolworths and 
Coles that said it all. “Our right to profi t is 
more important than your right to food. 
That’s capitalism, baby,” the Coles tag said. 
“We’ve made over $1 billion in profi ts whilst 

you can’t aff ord bread,” ran a tag placed in 
Woolworths. 

Hundreds of thousands of people are 
experiencing food insecurity. The govern-
ment should act to impose price controls.

ENERGY CRISIS
Gas, electricity and petrol prices continue 

to rise. Three major corporations dominate 
the market in Australia:
• Origin Energy in electricity generation, 

natural gas production, and retailing 
with around 27 per cent of the retail 
energy market share.

• AGL, with the second largest, coal, 
gas and renewable energy sources has 
around 22 per cent of the retail market.

• EnergyAustralia has power stations and 
around 15 per cent of the retail market.

These companies exploit their domina-
tion of the energy sector to infl ict monopoly 
pricing on their customers.

The government could and should step in 
and implement price controls and national-
ise the sector in Australia. These companies 
were previously state-owned.

HEALTH CARE
Freezes in Medicare rebates by succes-

sive governments means the system of bulk 

billing is in crisis. Patients are now being left 
$40, $60, $100 or more out of pocket for a 
GP consultation. Specialists are even more 
inaccessible as they charge large fees and 
patients are left with a huge gap payment.

Health care has become a for-profi t 
commodity. The government must increase 
rebates to a level where GPs and specialists 
are in a position to bulk bill patients. They 
should also off er GPs the option of being 
salaried without fee-for-service.

TRADE UNIONS
The many reforms that are required 

to address the cost of living crisis will not 
happen by chance. The many vested interests 
will fi ght tooth and nail to hold onto their 
private, profi t-churning, and monopoly 
powers.

Only under socialism can these issues be 
fully addressed on a permanent basis. In the 
meantime, trade unions, community organi-
sations, and individuals in united action can 
bring about changes.

For trade unions to exert their full poten-
tial in struggle the restrictive industrial rela-
tions legislation must be repealed. Above 
all the right to strike must be legalised and 
employer lockouts outlawed. 

Australia

Cost of living crisis
That’s capitalism, baby

ACT’s strong position on 
silica a beacon to the nation

The ACT Government has posi-
tioned itself of the right side of his-
tory by unambiguously supporting 
a total ban on engineered stone 
products, according to the Con-
struction Forestry Mining Energy 
Union (CFMEU).

ACT Minister for Industrial Relations 
and Workplace Safety Mick Gentleman 
has announced the ACT will support 
a national prohibition on engineered 
stone at the next meeting of state and 
federal workplace Ministers scheduled 
for December.

Gentleman’s announcement follows 
a report from Safe Work Australia which 
found that there is no safe level of silica 
dust exposure.

CFMEU ACT and National Secretary 
Zach Smith said the ACT government 
was right to act decisively.

“I’m proud to see the ACT once again 

taking a leadership position on important 
national reform,” Smith said.

“We need engineered stone off  the 
market yesterday because it kills work-
ers. It’s that simple.

“As Safe Work Australia has said, 
and as the ACT government has rightly 
recognised, there is no such thing as a 
safe level of silica exposure.

“If you cut engineered stone at work 
then there’s a good chance you’ll get silico-
sis, and that’s generally a death sentence.

“The construction industry doesn’t 
need engineered stone. There are any 
number of benchtop alternatives.

“I commend the ACT government for 
seeing through the immoral lobbying of 
the engineered stone industry.

“I urge the federal government to 
hold up their end and rid the nation of 
this killer stone.”
CFMEU 

Something 
to say?

Write to 
the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au
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Rental aff ordability has plunged in the past 
year to reach decade lows in several areas 
across the country, according to the ninth 
annual National Shelter-SGS Economics and 
Planning Rental Aff ordability Index.

Aff ordability has worsened in every city except 
Hobart and Canberra, and has deteriorated rapidly in 
Sydney (by 13 per cent), Melbourne and Perth (both 
by 10 per cent). Only Melbourne and the ACT have 
what are considered acceptable rents for average 
income households.

Aff ordability in the regions has also declined 
everywhere, except Tasmania with falls of between 
seven and nine per cent in regional QLD, regional 
SA, and regional WA.

National Shelter CEO Emma Greenhalgh said: 
“Rental aff ordability in Australia is going from bad 
to worse.

“In the past year renters have been smashed with 
enormous rent hikes well beyond income growth.

“With vacancy rates so incredibly low, landlords 
have been able to pass on interest rate rises to tenants 
– and the pressure is only set to increase following 
last week’s rate rise.

“More households in our cities and our regions 
are in rental stress and many areas are the most unaf-
fordable they have ever been.

“Governments must urgently address this wors-
ening aff ordability crisis, including by building more 
homes and better regulating renting.”

The situation is particularly dire for people on low 
incomes, with a single person on JobSeeker having to 
spend more than 75 per cent of their income to rent a 
one bedroom apartment in any capital city.

Even the regions are severely unaff ordable with 
rents in regional SA – comparatively the most aff ord-
able area – still requiring 53 per cent of a JobSeeker 
recipient’s income.

A single pensioner would need to spend 50 per cent 
of their income to rent in all capitals except Adelaide 
and Hobart and at least 32 per cent in regional areas.

Greater Brisbane, regional QLD, regional VIC, 
and regional NSW posted their lowest aff ordability 
levels since 2012, with average households needing 
to spend between 27 and 30 per cent of their income 
for a median property in those areas.

Greater Sydney is now level with Greater Hobart 
as the least aff ordable capital city with a median rental 
at $650 a week costing 29 per cent of the average 
renting household’s income.

Greater Brisbane ranks third among the cities with 
its lowest ever aff ordability rating and median rentals 
at $553 a week costing 28 per cent of average income.

Regional QLD is now the least aff ordable place of 
all regions and capital cities with median rentals at 
$553 costing 30 per cent of average income, a fi gure 
which meets the threshold for rental stress.

“Unaff ordability has spread from the cities to well 
into the regions. Households will have to live further 
away from where the jobs are to access aff ordable rents, 
and businesses are struggling to fi nd workers,” said 
Ellen Witte, Principal at SGS Economics & Planning.

“This downward spiral has now reached the point 
where very few aff ordable long-term rentals are on 
off er.

“We need to attack this problem from multiple 
angles. This means rapidly expanding social and 
aff ordable housing, rethinking how we use tax sub-
sidies, and strengthening renters’ rights.”

The Index was developed in partnership with the 
Beyond Bank Australia Foundation. Peter Rutter, Chief 
Community & Strategy Offi  cer, said: “We believe that 
everybody has the right to safe, secure and aff ordable 
housing, which includes rental accommodation.

“Through the Beyond Bank Australia Founda-
tion, we invest in projects and initiatives that aim to 
make this a reality. We are proud to again partner 
in this important work so that we can continue to 
understand the cost of living pressures that people 
are facing and think about how we can work together 
to overcome them.”
National Shelter / SGS Economics and Planning. 

Australia

Divisions emerge: European Commission President Ursula 
von der Leyen, like number of other western leaders, is turning 
a blind eye to Israel’s war crimes in Gaza. Hundreds of EU 
staffers wrote a letter circulating within among diplomats and 
staffers at the Commission and other EU bodies saying the 
EU is giving a “free hand to the acceleration and legitimacy of 
a war crime in the Gaza Strip.” The letter opens with a strong 
condemnation of Hamas’ attack on Israel and follows with an 
equally strong condemnation of “the disproportionate reaction 
by the Israeli government against 2.3 million Palestinian 
civilians trapped in the Gaza Strip.” It accuses von der Leyen 
of double standards. Josh Paul, the State Department offi cial 
who signs off on US arms transfers to foreign countries, 
resigned his post in protest, saying the “provision of lethal 
arms to Israel” does more harm than good. 

In Australia, divisions are emerging within Labor ranks with 
Anne Aly and Ed Husic amongst federal Labor MPs who 
have refused to fall in behind the “right of Israel to defend 
itself” line. The collective punishment of 2.3 million people 
has nothing to do with self-defence. Labor Senator Fatima 
Payman, an Afghan-born Muslim, said “Israeli missiles strike 
residential dwellings, civilians, multi-storey apartments, health 
facilities, as well as places of worship, indiscriminately killing 
men, women, and children. We must condemn it. The price 
tag of Israel’s right to defend itself cannot be the destruction 
of Palestine. Israel’s right to defend its civilians cannot equate 
to the annihilation of Palestinian civilians.” A quarter of NSW 
Labor MPs have declared their support for Palestine, despite 
Premier Chris Minns’ unqualifi ed support for Israel. Greens 
MPs have come out strongly in support of the Palestinian 
people.

COP-OUT OF THE WEEK: The failure of the Albanese 
government to take the necessary measures to address the 
escalating threat to the planet of climate change is in sharp 
contrast to the growing actions in the wider community. Vets 
for Climate Action is calling on the government to address the 
cause of those fi res by strengthening Australia’s environment 
law. With parts of Australia already experiencing bushfi res 
ahead of summer, the federal government has, this week, 
given 25 species a higher level of protection due to the impact 
of fi res. But Australia’s environment law does not yet directly 
address climate change, which is increasing the frequency 
and severity of bushfi res that impact our wildlife and the 
environments they live in. Conservation vet Dr Zali Brookes 
said: “It’s clear that climate change is posing a grave threat 
to Australian wildlife, with even more species being added to 
the endangered species list. Australia already has the worst 
mammal extinction rate in the world, and I’m concerned that 
our record will only get worse if our federal environment laws 
are not strengthened to protect our precious wildlife from the 
impacts of climate change. In my work, particularly over the 
past 14 years, including providing a critical response during 
the Black Saturday bushfi res in 2009, I’ve witnessed the 
needless suffering and heart-breaking loss of our wildlife 
due to the effects of climate change, through catastrophic 
fl oods, fi res and the increased incidence of disease. Along 
with the destruction of habitat, these events contribute to the 
precipitous decline in our biodiversity.”

Rental affordability 
hits all time lows

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA STOP USA 
BLOCKADE ON CUBABLOCKADE ON CUBA

Join us in Sydney to demand that the USA Join us in Sydney to demand that the USA 
stops the blockade on Cuba with the right to self-determination. stops the blockade on Cuba with the right to self-determination. 

Also stop Venezuela & Gaza blockades.Also stop Venezuela & Gaza blockades.

12:30 pm Sunday 17th December – Sydney Town Hall

SA teachers strike
Thousands of South Australian 
educators took strike action 
last week following the latest 
off er from the State govern-
ment that would take public 
education backwards.

The Australian Education Union 
executive decided to proceed with 
full-day strike action after the 
government’s off er failed to make 
any real improvement on the last.

“By taking the two $1500 pay-
ments off  the table and adding a 
meagre 0.5 per cent to the overall 
increase, the latest off er would see 
most educators worse off ,” said AEU 
Branch President Andrew Gohl.

“Shamefully, those who work 

in early childhood and with our 
most vulnerable students are the 
biggest losers here, taking home 
up to $1,500 less than they would 
under the previous off er.”

Gohl said the additional 60 
minutes of non-instruction time 
to provide much-needed workload 
relief won’t be felt by some edu-
cators for seven years, by which 
time half will have already left the 
profession.

“In a negotiation for improved 
pay and conditions, this offer 
does both badly and we could not 
accept it.

“We will always respond to the 
challenges facing public education, 

and sometimes that will be unpal-
atable to the government, but we 
won’t stand to see the current situ-
ation continue.

“Every day in South Australia, 
thousands of students are without 
a consistent teacher, and we are 
committed to reaching an agree-
ment that helps to fi x that.

“We know there are other 
budget pressures, but this govern-
ment makes choices. They choose 
to invest in university mergers and 
submarines that nobody asked 
for, so now it’s time they choose 
to invest in public education and 
recognise educators for what they’re 
worth,” said Gohl. 

Melbourne

cpa.org.au/whats-on/cpa.org.au/whats-on/
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Japan urged to work 
with neighbours on 
radioactive waste

After the radioactive liquid exposure at Fuku-
shima Daiichi nuclear power plant occurred 
on 25 October arousing wide attention around 
the world, the Chinese Foreign Ministry said 
that the incident once again shows that the 
Tokyo Electric Power Company (TEPCO)’s long-
standing internal management is chaotic and 
disorderly, and highlights the importance of 
establishing eff ective long-term international 
monitoring arrangements.

Two men have been hospitalised after they were 
exposed to radioactive liquid while cleaning a water 
fi ltration facility at the wrecked Fukushima nuclear 
plant. A hose channeling contaminated solutions 
came loose, spraying the liquid on fi ve workers, the 
company said.

Recently, the TEPCO revealed that the actual 
amount of radioactive waste liquid sprayed was far 
from the 100 millilitres originally announced, but 
was dozens of times higher, reaching several litres.

“The accident once again shows that TEPCO’s 
internal management has been disorganised for a 
long time, and that the public has been deceived and 
cheated.” Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Wang Wenbin said.

In the 12 years since the Fukushima nuclear 
accident, TEPCO’s management has been riddled 
with loopholes in its handling the aftermath, repeat-
edly delaying and concealing reports of the accident, 

falsifying key data, and prioritising corporate interests 
rather than environmental safety and public health, 
Wang warned.

Just a day after the exposure, TEPCO announced 
that it would start the third batch of contaminated 
water to be discharged into the sea in the near future.

Wang questioned how a company with such a 
bad track record can ensure that emissions manage-
ment is safe and reliable for 30 years or more. How 
reassuring is Japan’s claim of a safe and transparent 
ocean discharge plan?

The incident also highlights once again the impor-
tance of establishing eff ective long-term international 
monitoring arrangements, he noted.

“We urge the Japanese side to respond to the 
concerns of the international community in a serious 
manner, dispose of nuclear-contaminated water in 
a responsible manner, and fully cooperate with the 
establishment of eff ective international monitoring 
arrangements with the full and substantive participa-
tion of Japan’s neighbours and other stakeholders,” 
Wang said.

Moreover, the International Atomic Energy Agency 
should play a constructive role, assume the responsi-
bility of strict supervision over Japan, and resolutely 
prevent the dumping of nuclear-contaminated water 
into the sea from causing long-term harm to the 
marine environment and human health, he stressed.
Global Times 

Expel the Merchants of Death
Hannah Middleton
War is good for business. Armaments corporations are raking in 
billions from death, suffering, and destruction.
It is time the Albanese government found some courage and 
morality, and expelled Israeli arms companies from Australia.
ELBIT is an international high technology company with offi ces in 
Brisbane and Melbourne, and staff in Queensland, the ACT, and 
Victoria.
Established in 2010, Elbit Systems of Australia Pty Ltd claims to be 
“a trusted supplier” to AUKUS, the Five Eyes Alliance, NATO, and 
QUAD countries.
The company says its major activities include “military aircraft and 
helicopter systems, naval systems, land vehicle systems, muni-
tions, command, control, communications, computers, intelligence, 
surveillance, reconnaissance, cyber systems, electronic warfare, 
and signal intelligence systems.”
The Victorian government announced a partnership with Elbit 
Systems Australia in February 2021. This involved establish-
ing an artifi cial intelligence development centre in Melbourne. In 
June 2022. It became clear the project would be co-run by RMIT 
University.
Anti-Bases activists in Sydney and students in Melbourne had 
been demonstrating against Elbit for several years because of the 
company’s involvement in making cluster bombs and white phos-
phorus weapons, both illegal.
A weekly picket against the RMIT deal has been held on the uni-
versity campus for eight and a half months. On 19 October, two 
weeks into the Gaza genocide, Students for Palestine held a larger 
protest.
RMIT has since stated that it has terminated its relationship 
with Elbit and that it no longer has any dealings with any of its 
subsidiaries.
RAFAEL is one of Israel’s three largest defence companies. The 
Israeli Ministry of Defense owns and oversees Rafael Advanced 
Defense Systems. Rafael has a new offi ce in Melbourne, “man-
aged by an Israeli and local team.”
Several Rafael systems have been in use for years by the 
Australian Army, including remote-controlled weapon sta-
tions, naval systems, and aerial attack guidance systems.Rafael 
Australia has a contract with the Australian government to provide 
the Australian Defence Force with the next generation of Guided 
Weapons and Explosive Ordnance (GWEO) systems, such as the 
SPIKE LRT Anti-Tank Guided Missile.
VRA, a joint venture between Varley (headquartered in Tomago in 
Newcastle) and Rafael, is keen to profi t from future local manu-
facturing options proposed in the Defence Strategic Review and 
through AUKUS and says “it is working towards at least 70 new 
Australian jobs through the development and delivery of cutting 
edge Australian produced sovereign capabilities.”
Rafael has signed agreements with Australian company Bisalloy 
for the supply of metals for the manufacture of military systems. 
In 2019 peace activists and Wollongong University students pro-
tested outside the Bisalloy offi ce in Unanderra against a $900,000 
defence contract which Bisalloy signed with Rafael to pro-
vide around 200 tonnes of steel used to make armoured fi ghting 
vehicles.
“We should not be aiding or abetting such a company in its war 
crimes,” a student activist said then. The sale of weapons to Israel 
by Australian companies must also be stopped immediately. 
Australian complicity with Israeli illegal collective punishment and 
war crimes must be stopped.
This year, the Albanese government has provided 52 defence 
export permits to the Israeli government. Australia should not be 
helping to arm Israeli war crimes so a small number of arms deal-
ers can make money.
The Greens are calling on the Federal government to immediately 
stop military exports to Israel and to provide clear and transpar-
ent information on military exports that have already been provided 
and to ensure that Australia is not fuelling war crimes by provid-
ing military equipment. They stress that fuelling confl ict through 
exporting military equipment only continues violence at a time 
when most of the world is desperately calling for a ceasefi re.
Caitlin Johnston condemns a society in which “war profi teers get 
to steer public policy, where the entire biosphere is being fed into 
the wood chipper of global capitalism while we rapidly accelerate 
toward nuclear armageddon.”

PEACE NOTES

Photo: IAEA Imagebank/Giovanni Verlini – fl ickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0 Deed)

Mining lobby’s lies about 
Closing Loopholes effect on the 

Pilbara should be dismissed
The Western Mine Work-
ers Alliance (WMWA) has 
slammed the Minerals Coun-
cil of Australia over its “bald-
faced lies” about the supposed 
impact of the government’s 
Closing Loopholes Bill on the 
Pilbara mining industry.

The Minerals Council of Aus-
tralia has claimed the Closing 
Loopholes Bill will have a signifi cant 
eff ect on Pilbara mining industry 
and will challenge the viability of 
future operations.

WMWA co-Secretary Greg 
Busson said the argument was 
ludicrous.

“Mining companies make eye-
watering profits from Western 
Australian iron ore, but they’re so 
desperate not to share that they 
have resorted to bald-faced lies to 
fi ght improvements to workers’ 
rights,” Busson said.

“The labour hire loopholes 
provisions within the Closing Loop-
holes Bill are targeted to apply at 

sites covered by a valid enterprise 
agreement (EA), where a labour 
hire workforce is brought in to do 
the same job on a lower pay rate.

“But right now the vast major-
ity of workers in the Pilbara are not 
covered by valid, current enterprise 
agreements. That’s because industry 
has been working with conserva-
tive governments for decades to 
stamp out collective bargaining in 
the Pilbara.

“Over time our union wants to 
see more sites covered by EAs. But 
even if every mining employee in 
the Pilbara was suddenly and magi-
cally covered by an EA tomorrow, 
the eff ect of the Closing Loopholes 
legislation on mining profi tability 
would be miniscule.”

WMWA co-secretary Brad 
Gandy said it was important to 
consider the context of the mining 
lobby’s scare campaign.

“The Pilbara iron ore industry 
has profi t margins that other Aus-
tralian industries can only dream 

of and that are higher than iron ore 
operations in Canada, Africa, and 
Brazil,” Gandy said.

“The idea that the future of 
the WA mining industry is threat-
ened by providing secure jobs and 
paying wages in line with collec-
tive agreements is absurd. These 
mega-mining companies love to 
bully governments over policy by 
threatening to leave, but they are 
simply crying wolf.

“At their recent AGM, BHP CEO 
Mike Henry bragged about the high 
production fi gures and profi tability 
of WA iron ore, leading to massive 
profi ts and dividend payments.

“To be spending millions fi ght-
ing rights for Australian workers 
at the same time is shameful. The 
profi ts and power of these mining 
giants have been growing and grow-
ing, but rights and protections for 
workers have not kept up.”
Western Mine Workers’ Alliance. 
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STOLEN GENERATIONS

The laws resulting in Aboriginal children 
being removed from their families trauma-
tised many generations. The children were 
not only isolated from their families and their 
country, but were forbidden to speak their 
language or practice their culture.

Education was very basic or non-existent.
Cruel physical punishments were 

common.
Children were sexually abused.
Many forced to work never received 

wages.
Authorities failed to care for and protect 

the children.
The Stolen Generations resulted in devas-

tation for the community, families, parents, 
and children. Its eff ects have been felt by 
many generations and are still impacting 
the community today.

STATEMENT OF 
RECONCILIATION

In 2000, over 250,000 people joined 
together and walked across Sydney Har-
bour Bridge. It was the largest ever human 
rights demonstration this nation had seen. 
People from all over Australia, represent-
ing trade unions, peace groups, schools, 
immigrant communities, political parties, 
and families walked for reconciliation, land 
rights, justice, in recognition of crimes 
committed in the past, and as a national 
apology to the Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Peoples.

The march followed the handing over of 
the Statement of Reconciliation at a ceremony 
at the Opera House.

THE STATEMENT:
We, the peoples of Australia, of many 

origins as we are, make a commitment to 
go on together in a spirit of reconciliation.

We value the unique status of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the 
original owners and custodians of lands 
and waters.

We recognise this land and its waters were 
settled as colonies without treaty or consent.

Reaffi  rming the human rights of all Aus-
tralians, we respect and recognise continu-
ing customary laws, beliefs and traditions.

Through understanding the spiritual 
relationship between the land and its fi rst 
peoples, we share our future and live in 
harmony.

Our nation must have the courage to own 
the truth, to heal the wounds of its past so 
that we can move on together at peace with 
ourselves.

Reconciliation must live in the hearts 
and minds of all Australians. Many steps 
have been taken, many steps remain as we 
learn our shared histories.

As we walk the journey of healing, one 
part of the nation apologises and expresses 
its sorrow and sincere regret for the injus-
tices of the past, so the other part accepts 
the apologies and forgives.

We desire a future where all Australians 
enjoy their rights, accept their responsibili-
ties, and have the opportunity to achieve their 
full potential.

And so, we pledge ourselves to stop injus-
tice, overcome disadvantage, and respect 
that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
Peoples have the right to self-determination 
within the life of the nation.

Our hope is for a united Australia that 
respects this land of ours; values the Abo-
riginal and Torres Strait Islander heritage; 
and provides justice and equity for all.

THE WAY FORWARD
That same year Aboriginal leader Pat 

Dodson’s delivered the Wentworth Lecture 
at the Australian Institute of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Studies in Canberra, 
reprinted below (abridged).

For successive Australian governments, 
whether colonial, federal, territory or state 
... our intertwined histories have been about 
their solutions to us as the problem!

The problem of our being here.
The problem of our disposal! 
The problem of our assimilation! 
And the problem of having us apprecia-

tive of all that governments have done “for 
our own good.”

For Aboriginal Australians the hope has 
always been for governments to enter into 
serious dialogue about our position in the 
nation and for the Constitution to recognise 
us as the fi rst Australians, with our Indig-
enous rights, obligations and responsibilities 
respected and recognised.

There has never been any agreement 
about how we might progress this funda-
mental dilemma. They have been met with 
obstruction and deferral. The reasons often 
given have been that the electorate will not 
support them to do so.

The Day of Mourning and Protest,* like 
many other gatherings held by Aboriginals 
since, has always been about rights. Most, if 
not all, have had little success in achieving 
lasting security and protection of the rights 
that we have sought.

Our interests and rights simply just do 
not count in the context of government ideol-
ogy and political pragmatism. It has been on 
very rare occasions that governments have 
led the community against the contrary view 
of the polls.

The demands and petitions may have 
varied in language but never in content and 
intent. The Harris delegation that met the 
Western Australian State government in 
1928 sought the same rights as the Day of 
Mourning campaigners.

The people of Noonkenbah and the 
Pilbara Strikers sought only to protect the 
rights and responsibilities that they had in 
the law and the land.

The history has not been told of all the 
occasions that Aboriginal people throughout 
Australia have protested or mourned for 
their stories. Most of these occasions appear 
to have fallen upon half-hearted or empty 
responses. Their comfort has come from 
their fellow Australians who have shared in 
our pain and disappointment.

No more or no less, the Aboriginal people 
who have survived the theft of their lands, the 
removal of their children and the destruction 
of their law and languages are seeking the 
guarantee of their rights to live within our 
law and culture.

To have recognition and respect in the 
Australian law that has assumed its power 
over our ancient rights and people. To be able 
to carry out our laws, customs and traditions 
through a formal accord recognising our 
equal status alongside the Australian law.

The government wishes to drive a wedge 
between [not only] the concepts of rights and 
welfare, but also between those who advocate 
a rights agenda and those seek relief from 
the appalling poverty.

This is an attempt at a new spin on a very 
old wicket of divide and rule.

This is not our way. With all our social 
problems the answer is not to attack the 
foundations of our community by putting 
the individual before the community.

Aborigines have never wanted to be 
the same as the white man. What we have 
sought is to have substantial equality so that 
as human beings there might be a quality of 
life that we can enjoy in keeping with our 
own values and societal ways. Lives for our 
peoples, similar to that of the majority in 
Australia, but lives uniquely ours, not ones 
that governments wished to impose upon us.

Lives where we meet our obligations as 
citizens but where we are accommodated also 
as Aborigines. Lives where our human and 
cultural rights are respected by the govern-
ments that have told the world they would 
respect them.

We have been an aff ront to the foun-
dational thinking and perceptions that 
underpins the British mould of Australian 
institutional principles of society.

The confi dence of the nation to celebrate 
with some pride its achievements is always 
tempered with the concern that the issues 
of unfi nished business between us would 
surface and detract from the moment.

This inevitably sends the message to 
those who observe us, as a nation divided 
in the one country. It further highlights the 
inability of a modern democracy to come to 
grips fairly and respectfully with its Indig-
enous peoples.

From a cultural position, the only way 
that the mourning period can be ended is 
when the proper protocols and practical 
arrangements have been carried out. When 
the people who have had a wrong or an injus-
tice done to them have been accommodated 
by the action of those responsible. Then we 
can come together as friends and mates.

We have off ered on occasions the deepest 
secrets of our societies to those in highest 
authority who claimed to be seeking empa-
thy and understanding only to have that 

encounter and the gift to be diminished, as 
of no account.

The cross-cultural learning has not hap-
pened. Everything about us has to be subject 
and subordinate to the rules, practices and 
values of the dominant society.

At the Day of Mourning ceremony after 
the meeting in 1938, fl owers were thrown 
into the sea as a sign of respect and remem-
brance of all the Aboriginal people who died 
since the white man’s arrival.

It was also an expression of the pain, 
hurt, and frustration that the people had 
witnessed and experienced in their time and 
before that. It was also about their underly-
ing fear for their future.

They would give up their sons and daugh-
ters to the god of war in a matter of months 
in defence of a nation that had rejected 
them. They would go on into the life of the 
nation with great contributions of citizen-
ship when they had none of the rights that 
go with being a citizen. 

The need to defend our rights for our 
children and out of the obligations to our 
people and the land remains.

In common with all other Australians we 
must have the right to maintain our unique 
cultural identity without having our entitle-
ments as Australian citizens held hostage to 
the social imperatives of governments and 
their leaders unable to comprehend the 
value of the contribution that we bring to 
this country as fi rst Australians.

It may well be beyond the imagination 
of this current Government to grasp the 
consequences of what the continued denial 
of the rights of the fi rst Australians will be.

It may be beyond their imagination to 
grasp the importance in the same way that 
so many Australians have come to terms 
with the truth of our past and are seeking 
to provide a shared future of justice for all 
our children.

But one thing the leaders of 1938 taught 
us is that unless we have the courage to per-
severe and confront the denial and prejudices 
placed before us, a just future for our children 
will not be secured.
* The Day of Mourning Protest, on January 
26, 1938, was organised by the Aborigines 
Progressive Association whose leaders met 
at 148 Elizabeth Street, Sydney. A motion at 
the meeting said in part: “We, representing 
the Aborigines of Australia ... this being the 
150th anniversary of the white man’s seizure of 
our country, hereby make protest against the 
callous treatment of our people by the white 
man during the past 150 years.” 

“A shared future of justice”
A timeline

Photo: Steve Evans – fl ickr.com (CC BY-NC 2.0 Deed)
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Joseph Stalin, leader of the Soviet 
Union for 29 years, was actually born in 
Georgia in 1878. The museum dedicated 
to the memory of ‘Stalin’ (AKA Josef 
Jughashvili) lies in Gori. His memory 
is celebrated there in numerous exhib-
its, and the museum also houses the 
modest wooden house in which he was 
born and his green, armour-plated, 
85-tonne Pullman train carriage in 
which he travelled to the Yalta confer-
ence. From humble beginnings, Stalin 
became one of the most infl uential men 
of the 20th Century and is revered to 
this day in Georgia.

Fast forward to 27 September 2022, 
another Russian strong-man President 
Vladimir Putin launched his ‘Special Military 
Operation’ against Ukraine, to De-Nazify 
Ukraine once again. Declaring Partial Mobi-
lization within Russia, many men became 
eligible for the draft into military service. 
This in turn, resulted in an exodus of mil-
lions of Russians, virtually overnight; those 
who did not want to be drafted. The majority 
crossed the nearest land border by car, at 
Upper Lars, into Georgia. Sleeping for several 
days in a 36 km traffi  c jam on the border, the 
exodus began; it has not stopped. As Russia 
attempted to protect itself from military 
encroachment at its borders, a well-crafted 
NATO media narrative ensued. Hostile 
feelings mounted against Russia globally, 
coupled with a total blackout of Russia’s 
media and widespread sanctions. Russians 
felt the same censorship, travel restrictions, 
and sanctions as Cubans or Iranians. 

In Georgia, negative feelings towards the 
Russian infl ux were doubly hostile. Georgian 
landlords capitalised on the infl ux, charging 
excessively high prices for rental properties 
and often stating ‘Russians – do not apply.’ 
But despite this resentment, the fl ow did not 
stop. Sharing the closest Eastern land border, 
with a language and culture in common, both 
countries seem inseparable, despite negative 
NATO infl uence. 

Arina, a native of Sochi, states: “I arrived 
in Georgia in September 2022. I saw Tbilisi 
covered with anti-Russian graffi  ti about ‘Rus-
sian Terrorists.’ The Ukrainian fl ag fl ew from 

many balconies and I, as a Russian, did not 
feel at all welcome here, whether I supported 
the war or fl ed from it. It felt like NATO-
inspired cancel-culture had instantly been 
applied to all in the Russian diaspora. This 
situation made many of us feel uncomfort-
able to speak Russian openly in the street.”

Arina further notes that, “returning to 
Tbilisi one year later, Georgia harbours a 
much lower level of anti-Russian sentiment. 
The graffi  ti is sparse and less Ukrainian 
fl ags are fl ying. Russian is openly spoken, 
no longer feeling like a forbidden language. 
The disaster that a NATO-provoked con-
fl ict has caused in Ukraine is obvious to 
all. Palestinian fl ags now fl y in the place of 
Ukrainian ones. The common enemy is now 
obviously NATO, as it is their bombs which 
land in Ukraine and Palestine. People know 
who the real enemy is now. Georgia respects 
the Russian position against Ukraine and is 
seeking to sweeten ties.”

Over the last 12 months, many Rus-
sian expats have settled and assimilated in 
Georgia. These expats come from all walks 
of life. Dentists, embryologists, computer 
programmers, jazz singers, restaurant and 
bar owners, and the founders of Tbilisi’s fi rst 
recreational marijuana shop. Georgia is one 
of the fi rst countries in the world to legalise 
marijuana in 2019, for both recreational and 
medical use, and the fi rst former communist 
state in the world to do so. Russians are 
accepted across the country again, especially 
the infl ux of entrepreneurs who have helped 
Georgia’s economy pick up. For the fi rst time 
in fi ve years, direct fl ights between the two 
countries have resumed again. 

HISTORICAL 
BACKGROUND 

In 1989, NATO immediately began 
encroaching into the former states of the 
USSR. The Republic of Georgia declared 
independence from the USSR in March 
1991. NATO encroachment continued. With 
Putin’s election in 2000 and a pro-Western 
change of power in Georgia in 2003, rela-
tions between Russia and Georgia started 
to deteriorate. Starting in 2008, confl ict 
ignited in Abkhazia and South Ossetia, stra-
tegically important areas of Georgia’s South 
Caucuses. This is considered to be both the 
fi rst war within Europe in the 21st Century 
and a precursor to the current confl ict in 
Ukraine. Resolution through swift military 
intervention by Russia and annexation of 
these strategic areas, restored Pax Russica 
(Russian peace) to the Russkiy Mir (Russian 
World) of the South Caucuses. 

GEORGIA AND CHINA: 
STRONG TIES 
FACING EAST

With the announcement in July 2023 by 
Prime Minister Irakli Gharibashvili of a deci-
sion to upgrade ties with China to a strategic 
partnership, Visa-free travel between China 

and Georgia is now possible. A reshuffl  e of 
ties between Georgia and new partners in 
the East has occurred. Expanded relations 
between these countries should perhaps be 
seen as the start of much stronger geopolitical 
ties between the Caucuses and Central-Asia, 
traditionally Russia’s sphere of infl uence. 
Development of Georgia’s Black Sea port 
Anaklia, will fi nish China’s Belt and Road 
infrastructure initiative as the shortest 
route between China and the EU. With the 
development of this maritime infrastructure, 
China’s maritime presence is set to grow both 
globally and within the Black Sea. General 
initiatives to develop infrastructure projects 
that traverse Georgia from East to West, 

referred to as the Middle Passage, remove 
the traditional need to travel North into 
Russia which faces military and sanctions-
related problems.

MOVING AHEAD
Moving ahead, Tbilisi now seeks Russian 

rapprochement through completely toning 
down public eagerness to join NATO and 
abstaining from implementing sanctions 
on its neighbour. A re-tightening of ties 
between the two countries is also evident as 
the corruption of Ukraine becomes evident, 
NATO stands as the culprit. Trade between 
China and Georgia will change the scene 
furthermore. Interesting times ahead! 

Georgia – interesting times

Stalin’s fi rst offi ce in the Kremlin.

What do Joseph Stalin, a NATO incursion 
into the former USSR, Medical Marijuana 
and the final leg of China’s Belt & Road 
initiative have in common? Oh, that 
would be Georgia! The Guardian reports 
directly from Stalin’s Memorial Museum in 
Gori on the exciting geo-political changes 
occurring within the country as it realigns 
itself into more cordial relations with 
Russia and launches a pivot Eastwards-
towards China.

Alex Robins and Arina Kuzmina 
(Communists, Russian patriots and 
Guardian contributors)

Victory in the struggle 
organised by 

Hamburg dockers

Statement from India’s Left parties

Stop this genocide 
immediately

GREECE: PAME (All Workers 
Militant Front) expresses its 
solidarity with the Hamburg 
dockers who on 6 November 
started mass strikes through 
collective procedures to secure 
their labour rights against the 
privatisation of the port, and 
had a big mobilisation on 11 
November. 

The buyout of the port of Ham-
burg by the monopoly giant MSC, 
alongside the investment of the 
monopoly group COSCO in the 
same port, has got only one goal, 
the increase of their profi ts against 

the interests and the struggles 
of the dockers. With the weapon 
of solidarity we can break down 
every barrier and raise the work-
ers’ demands. The struggles in a 
number of major ports prove that 
there are no “good” and “healthy” 
investments of monopolies that 
only aim at more and more profi ts. 
We express our solidarity with the 
strike launched by the Hamburg 
port workers and their mobilisa-
tions. In your struggle you are not 
alone. From Greece we send you 
our solidarity and support.
PAME 

The Left Parties are strongly critical of the Modi 
government for its refusal to join the global call for 
an immediate ceasefi re at the India-US 2+2 Minis-
terial Dialogue.

Left Parties had earlier urged the Modi government to 
stop endorsing US-Israeli genocide. At the 2+2 dialogue, 
there was a call for “humanitarian pause,” with India 
reiterating a 2-State solution. Call for a “pause” and not 
ceasefi re, at this juncture, only legitimises this ongoing 
Israeli genocide.

Israeli genocidal assault is leaving no land for Palestin-
ians to live in their own country. More than 10,000 people 
have been killed, nearly half of them are children and hos-
pitals are bombed in these barbarous and savage attacks.

This Israeli genocide of Palestinians must stop imme-
diately. Only then can a solution emerge.

Sitaram Yechury, 
General Secretary, CPI(M)

D. Raja, 
General Secretary, CPI

G. Devarajan, 
General Secretary, AIFB

Dipankar Bhattacharya, 
General Secretary, CPI(ML)-Liberation

Manoj Bhattacharya,
General Secretary, RSP



8  20 November 2023 GuardianInternational

Book Review: by A Carruthers

The Echidna Strategy: Australia’s 
Search for Power and Peace

Sam Roggeveen
Sam Roggeveen is Director of 
the conservative Lowy Insti-
tute’s International Security 
Program, and used to work for 
the Offi  ce of National Assess-
ments, Australia’s peak intel-
ligence agency. His book The 
Echidna Strategy argues that 
the AUKUS alliance isn’t in 
our interests. He’s been con-
gratulated far and wide for 
being conservative but stand-
ing against AUKUS. Does he 
deserve such praise? 

The book’s argument runs as 
follows: 

1. Australia ought to be more 
or less non-aligned in its approach 
to diplomacy – it should be able to 
sever the alliance with the United 
States, question the US “rules-based 
order,” or possess the desire to do 
so when necessary.

2. War – defence-spending – 
is theft. 

3. The US will eventually lose 
interest in its Asia strategy and 
will have to retreat from its bid for 
infl uence in Asia. Thus we ought 
to be an Echidna: unthreatening, 
but spiky to touch, friendly to our 
immediate neighbours (Indonesia 
and the Pacifi c Islands) in order to 
halt China’s infl uence in the region.

The fi rst two points one can 
agree with, but the third is mostly 
wrong. Roggeveen’s tactic is to 
underplay the role of the US, 
in order to play up the basis for 
Australia downgrading the alli-
ance. Realistically one must do it 
the opposite way: the basis of our 
attachment to the US has to be 
played up in order to grasp how 
diffi  cult it will be to shift the alli-
ance at all. 

The US maintains its iron grip 
on this continent, and is not about 
to let go. Its aims in the region are 
just like those in other regions: 
expansionist. We have no “post-
American” strategic order; all signs 

point to the fact that in the age of 
AUKUS the fundamentals of US 
‘resolve’ are stronger than ever 
and point a path to war. The US 
does not want a multipolar world. 
It seeks a unipolar world; with one 
power dominant over all.

Roggeveen does not recognise 
what other commentators have 
pointed out: it’s precisely because 
US capitalism and its place in the 
capitalist world order is in decline 
that these attacks on China and its 
attempts to destroy the balance of 
power are growing. 

US fear of China has an eco-
nomic premise. It fears the pros-
pect that socialism heralded as a 
success would then show up the 
failure of US fi nancial capitalism. 
Roggeveen doesn’t account for the 
fact that the success of the Chinese 
economic model is also perceived 
as a threat. 

While the Chinese economic 
model has indeed ‘won,’ we cannot 
underestimate the extent to which 
the US will try to undermine its 
success using whatever means pos-
sible. This includes the claim that 
China’s rapid rise is not attribut-
able to socialism, despite Chinese 
success emerging from the country 
maintaining its grip on the com-
manding heights of the economy 
and managing social productive 
relations in a planned way, not 
the privatisation of all assets or 
following the IMF at every turn. 
Roggeveen makes this common 
mistake in his assessment of the 
state of the Chinese economy; 
ignoring the role of infrastructural 
planning and regulatory oversight 
in China’s development. China did 
not defeat poverty by privatising 
state assets.

Roggeveen severely underesti-
mates the information war waged 
against China. If you aren’t sure 
about this, type ‘China’ into the 
Western internet and try to fi nd 

one article that isn’t about hype 
and fear. Enter ‘military bases by 
country’ and look at real statistics: 
the United States has over 1000 
military installations, on every 
continent; China has one. You 
can’t approach this topic without 
addressing the problem of distor-
tion and hype in Western media.

It’s a deep anti-communist 
project at the heart of US long-
term geostrategy towards China, 
with a history that goes back to the 
American politician and diplomat 
John Foster Dulles. Dulles came 
up with various plans to “strangle” 
socialist countries in the 1950s. 
Nothing has changed since then. 
What we have now is a New Cold 
War fought on at least three fronts; 
military, fi nancial, and media. The 
basis of all this is imperialism. By 
turning a blind eye to how, as Marx 
also said, nations can get rich at the 
expense of other nations just as one 
class can get rich at the expense of 
another class, Roggeveen rules out 
explaining the terms of our present 
outside the caricature of nations 
as pieces on a chess board playing 
a game among themselves. Rog-
geveen doesn’t address the deeper 
problem of nations and classes, and 
how these two play their part in the 
grand dialectic of world politics.

That said, if foreign policy 
actors on the Australian side took 
the better aspects of Roggeveen’s 
argument seriously, our attitude 
would be very diff erent indeed. 
We would have a government that 
treats China with more respect, that 
participates in the Asia-Pacifi c as a 
partner, not a moralistic overlord, 
that scraps AUKUS and ends the 
US alliance, that fashions a defence 
force dedicated to the people of 
Australia rather than the plun-
dering of foreign nations, that 
recognises for good that its aims 
are not expansionist but centred 
on trade and development. More 

importantly we’d have a better 
shot at maintaining peace in our 
region and the world. To quote 
Roggeveen: “All of us in the West, 
but especially the US itself, have 
become so used to defi ning US 

national security in wildly expansive 
terms that we no longer notice how 
unusual it is. But no country needs 
this much security, so a correction 
is inevitable.” 

Book Review by Graham Holton

Climate Change Adaptation 
Plan for Australian Birds

Edited by ST Garnett and DC Franklin
Since the 1940s Australia has 
seen some dramatic climatic 
changes, such as changes in 
temperature, rainfall, CO₂ 
concentration and Ocean 
dynamics, with extreme events 
– droughts, fl oods and fi res – 
becoming more common in 
recent decades. These chang-
es are witnessed in avian 
species diversifi cation and 
distribution. 

Climate impacts on breeding 
seasons, with the quantity, qual-
ity and types of food available. It 
impacts on how far birds need to 
travel to get adequate resources 
such as food and water. Many Aus-
tralian birds require hollow logs 
for breeding, after major bushfi res 
their numbers are greatly reduced.

“An increase in drought 

frequency and intensity could 
conceivably provide ecosystem 
tipping-points resulting in the 
generation of new, more drought-
adapted (and perhaps less produc-
tive) vegetation types, with major 
consequences for the avifauna that 
are not easy to predict.”

“There exists no established 
framework or metric by which to 
assess potential exposure to climate 
change taxon by taxon for a com-
plete avifauna.” The most vulner-
able types of birds are Marine and 
Small Island bird species. “There 
is as yet no equivocal precedent 
for range change consistent with 
climate change among Australian 
terrestrial birds, and limited prec-
edents from analogous climatic 
regions elsewhere.”

“A climate-change world will 

not be the best of times, with a large 
increase in stress on many wildlife 
species and ecosystems along with 
a major increase in the uncertainty 
of management outcomes.” It is 
found that “the greatest threat to 
wildlife is likely to be the interac-
tion between climate change and 
other stressors.” “Wildlife manag-
ers, however, can provide advice to 
policy-makers on the consequences 
of current policies of biodiversity.”

Birds with the greatest sensitiv-
ity to climate change impact include 
the Fernwren, Atherton Scrubwren, 
Chowchilla, Pied Monarch, and 
Grey-headed Robin.

This is a well-illustrated refer-
ence book with numerous tables, 
charts, and maps. It sits proudly on 
my shelf of bird books. 
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JERUSALEM: Dozens of Jewish and Arab move-
ments, organisations, and activists in Israel 
have published a joint statement demanding 
a ceasefi re and prisoner exchanges.

The statement declares, “We write these words 
out of heavy mourning for the thousands of people 
killed in recent weeks, and out of terrible anxiety for 
the safety of the abductees and those who will still be 
harmed in Israel, Gaza, and the West Bank.

“The brutal massacre committed by Hamas on 7 
October left us all – Jews and Arabs – shocked,” it 
says, referring to the initial attacks which sparked the 
current war. “Additional atrocities have been added 
to the atrocities committed by Hamas: Many thou-
sands have been killed, and are still being killed, by 
the Israeli bombings in Gaza.”

The signatories call for an immediate ceasefi re so 
that negotiations for a political agreement based on 
mutual recognition of the right of the two peoples to 
self-determination can begin.

“The occupation, the siege, the wars, the terror-
ism, the oppression, the racism, the violence, and the 
violation of democracy and human rights – all these 
have brought the two peoples who live between the 
sea and the Jordan River to an unimaginable disaster, 
which has no measure,” the statement says, laying out 
all the many Israeli state policies which helped lead 
to the current war.

Among the many groups that have signed the joint 
statement so far are the Israeli-Palestinian Bereaved 
Families Forum, Rabbis’ Voice for Human Rights, 
Mothers Against Violence, the Communist Party of 
Israel, Israeli Communist Youth Alliance, Hadash 
(Democratic Front for Peace and Equality), Fighters 
for Peace, the Democratic Women’s Movement in 
Israel, Looking at the Occupation with Open Eyes, 

Parents Against Child Arrests, the Negev Coexistence 
Forum, Youth Against Dictatorship, and many more.

The organisations say the only road to lasting peace 
is a political agreement that guarantees the security, 
freedom, and well-being for both Israelis and Pales-
tinians. They also demand an immediate cessation of 
harming innocent civilians and argue that a prisoner 
exchange is an important fi rst step.

A major shift in Israeli policy – both toward Pal-
estinians and its own Arab citizens – is essential for 
long-term stability, they argue.

“There is and cannot be any justifi cation for harm-
ing the innocent … . [Israel] must act immediately to 
curb the rampant settler violence in the West Bank 
with the backing of the army and to curb the expul-
sion [of Palestinians] that this violence is trying to 
promote. Likewise, the persecution and oppression 
of the Arab-Palestinian citizens of Israel and of those 
who express solidarity with the residents of Gaza and 
opposition to the war must be stopped.”

They trash the Netanyahu government for violating 
basic rights to free speech and freedom of assembly. 
All anti-war protests or ceasefi re demonstrations are 
banned by government order.

“In memory of the murdered and for life, we must 
act together – Jews and Arabs – for the release of the 
kidnapped and captives, for the end of the war, for the 
end of the occupation, and the confl ict, for the sake 
of peace,” they add.

“We are aware that there is not and cannot be a 
military solution to the confl ict. The only way to stop 
the bloodshed is a political agreement that will guar-
antee security, justice, and freedom for both nations. 
There are no winners in war. Only peace will bring 
security,” the signatories emphasise.
Zo HaDerekh and People’s World 

SAUDI ARABIA: An Arab-Islamic emergency meeting host-
ed by Saudi Arabia on 11 November called for an end to the 
war in Gaza, and rejected Israel’s description of its actions as 
‘self-defence.’ The summit condemned “Israel’s aggression on 
the Gaza Strip, war crimes, and barbaric and inhumane mas-
sacres by the occupation government.” The summit called 
for an end to the siege of Gaza, allowing humanitarian aid, 
and halting arms exports to Israel. Arab and Muslim leaders 
rejected any proposal that would keep Gaza separate from 
the West Bank in a future Palestinian state. The fi nal state-
ment stressed the importance of “the unity of Gaza and the 
West Bank as the territory of the Palestinian State, with East 
Jerusalem as its capital.”

BANGLADESH: Garment worker unions in Bangladesh have 
been demanding a pay rise from the present $75 a month 
to $208 a month. The government agreed to raise wages to 
$114 a month from December, the fi rst increase in fi ve years. 
The government offer was clearly not meeting the workers’ 
demands and protests continued. Protesters were met by an 
anti-terrorism unit of the police and a paramilitary auxiliary 
security force. The police used water cannons, tear gas, and 
batons to disperse the protesting workers. There were reports 
of casualties among the workers. Bangladesh is the second-
largest clothing exporter after China. Four million people are 
employed in the garment industry there at 3500 factories.

MEXICO: The Mexican government has formalised the cre-
ation of the University of Indigenous Languages of Mexico 
(ULIM). It was offi cially inaugurated on 12 October, the 
date commemorating the beginning of the conquest of the 
Americas. The purpose of the new university is to carry out 
research, promotion and outreach activities in order to protect, 
revitalise, strengthen, and develop the linguistic heritage of 
Mexico’s indigenous peoples, and contribute to the building of 
a society based on recognition and respect for their linguistic, 
ethnic, and cultural diversity. Mexico is home to 68 Indigenous 
peoples, each speaking their own native language. Indigenous 
people represent about 17 per cent of Mexico’s population, or 
about 17 million people.

LITHUANIA: Next year some poor Lithuanians will be pray-
ing for dry weather. The government, in its wisdom and a wish 
to continue meeting excessive defence spending and military 
support for Ukraine, has approved a law according to which 
some citizens will have to pay for rain water. The law will come 
into effect from January 2024. The rain water tax is surely one 
of the most original ways of trying to squeeze extra money. 
In June, the Lithuanian Minister for Economy and Innovation 
said that Lithuania had allocated about 1.6 billion euros in aid 
to Ukraine, which amounted to 1.42 per cent of the GDP for 
2022. They’ll need a lot of rain to balance the books!

Global Briefs

International

Mass Jewish-Arab 
coalition comes 
together inside 

Israel to demand 
ceasefire now

BAE on track for hike 
in earnings from war

UK: Weapons fi rm BAE Sys-
tems is on track for a surge in 
annual earnings, it reported, 
as the company continues to 
profi t from war around the 
world.

Britain’s largest weapons fi rm 
has said that it has booked around 
£10 billion [AUD$19.2 billion] of 
orders since the end of June, raking 
in more than £30bn so far this year.

The manufacturer’s earnings 
soared last August following Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine and wit-
nessed another hike since Israel 
intensifi ed its bombing of the Gaza 
Strip in October.

Sales at the fi rm are expected to 

rise between 5 and 7 per cent, and 
earnings per share are set to jump 
from 10 to 12 per cent in 2023.

BAE claimed the hike in sales 
“refl ects continued customer con-
fi dence in our ability to deliver 
important capabilities at a time 
of heightening geopolitical risk.”

The firm is one of the key 
manufacturers of components for 
weapons going to Israel.

Campaign for Nuclear Disar-
mament general secretary Kate 
Hudson said: “One example of this 
is the F35 fi ghter jet which is used 
in bombing Gaza.

“They make the rear fuselage of 
every F35 at Samlesbury Aerodrome 

in Lancashire, and they test its 
‘durability’ in East Yorkshire.

“We saw hundreds of trade 
unionists protesting at BAE systems 
in Rochester, Kent, where many 
components for the F35 – and 
Israel’s F16 – are made.

“So if you’re asking where BAE 
profi ts are coming from, this is one 
place to look – from their exports to 
Israel, to rain death on the people 
of Gaza.

“BAE systems profi t from kill-
ing – it has Palestinian blood on 
its hands.”
Morning Star 

Non-mainstream 
news on Sunday 
mornings at 9:15.
Available 
via podcast.
3CR.org.au.

Calling all readers

Give us a laugh
The Guardian – the Workers Weekly 

is in need of cartoonists, or humourists
If you can draw a cartoon, tell a joke, or write up a quick parody, 

send it to us at editor@cpa.org.au

www.cpa.org.au/shopwww.cpa.org.au/shop

The Guardian 
now has a podcast

Search for “Communist Guardian Podcast” or use the QR code
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THE BLACK ARMADA

Dear Comrade
I was very interested to read the recent 
article* about the MUA twilight com-
memoration event at Darling Harbour 
to remember the Black Armada.

This is a very important chapter of the 
history of Australian trade unions and inter-
national solidarity. The actions of several 
key unions assisted Indonesians to retain 
their independence after WW2 despite 
Dutch attempts to retake what they saw as 
the ‘Dutch East Indies.’

Readers may like to know that at the end 
of the war, Joris Ivens – a left wing Dutch 
fi lmmaker – in 1946 in cooperation with the 
Waterside Workers Confederation produced 
the fi lm Indonesia Calling, which looks into 
this history. It is available on YouTube.

The fi lm looks at a group of Indonesians 
who were inspired by the Russian Revolution 
and tried to overthrow Dutch colonialism in 

their country. They were kept in a political 
prison in West Papua until the beginning of 
the Pacifi c war in 1941.

Dutch authorities told the Australian gov-
ernment that they were prisoners of war and 
they were placed in the Cowra POW camp. 
When it was realised that they were political 
prisoners and opposed to fascism, there was 
a campaign for them to be released by the 
union movement which also ensured they 
were not underpaid by Australian employers.

After the war, these Indonesians worked 
with Australian unionists to place bans on 
the Dutch Black Armada which consisted of 
many ships in ports around Australia load-
ing soldiers, provisions, ammunition, and 
arms to crush Indonesia’s independence 
movement.

Many of those ships never left Australia 
and rusted here.

The Dutch government of the day was 
furious and withdrew Ivens’ Dutch passport. 
It was not returned until 1985 when they 
gave him an award for his work to promote 
Indonesian independence.

There is also a book about this history 
The Black Armada by CPA member Rupert 
Lockwood.

Graham Smith, who was a teacher at my 
high school and a CPA member, fought on the 
Indonesian island of Morotai during WW2. 
Before his death, he told me how Australian 
soldiers fought alongside Indonesian par-
tisans against the Japanese military using 
guerrilla tactics. The CPA members had a 
party branch on Morotai which assisted the 
Indonesian partisans who were working to 

promote independence after the Japanese 
were defeated.

This is history that Australians can be 
proud of unlike our history of being involved 
in unnecessary US wars or actions to desta-
bilise democratic governments.

The story of the Black Armada shows that 
international solidarity can be very powerful!

Yours sincerely,
Andrew (Andy) Alcock

Forestville SA 
Kaurna Country

*Guardian Issue #2075, 23 October 2023

Gaza and Palestine
Dear Editor,
The present confl ict between Israel 
and Palestine in Gaza didn’t begin on 
7 October, this year, nor did the bla-
tant brutality. It dates back to the late 
1940s with ethnic cleansing, callous 
massacres of many thousands of peo-
ple, and destruction of hundreds of vil-
lages by Zionist militias. This resulted 
in the dispossession, displacement 
and exile of hundreds of thousands of 
Palestinian refugees. It also left other 
Palestinians living inside the Israeli 
settler state and others in camps, vil-
lages and towns under brutal Israeli 
occupation.

Regarding the two-state solution, the 
PLO had offi  cially accepted it in 1988, and 
Hamas in 2017, but the state was meant to 
be 22 per cent of Palestine and Israel in 2000 
off ered much less than that. This was often 

repeated. In a speech in Washington in May 
2011, the Israeli Prime Minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu said of a Palestinian state that 
there would be no to sharing Jerusalem, 
no to the return of Palestinian refugees, no 
to a return of the 1967 border lines, no to 
conceding major Israeli settlements, no to 
a Palestinian state without Israel controlling 
the border along the Jordan Valley, and no 
to negotiations with a Palestinian unity gov-
ernment. Basically it would be a Palestinian 
state in name only with Israel still dictating 
all facets of Palestinian life. This amounts to 
no change in the dire situation between the 
subjugated Palestinians and Israel.

The Palestinians have already lost over 
78 per cent of historical Palestine to Israel. 
The remaining 22 per cent of Palestine con-
sists of the Israeli blockaded Gaza Strip and 
fragmented segments of the Israeli occupied 
West Bank, with Israeli settlements, forts, 
walls, fences, roads, and other infrastructure 
everywhere surrounding them and under 
the control of the Israeli army, settlers, and 
police. With this situation, what is left for 
the Palestinians to build a feasible state on, 
with Israel maintaining eff ective domination 
over the ‘Palestinian state?’ It seems the only 
issue to discuss at this stage in ‘peace’ talks is 
what small morsels of land Israel will allow 
the Palestinians to have restricted control 
over. Only when the Palestinians have a just 
resolution, with their rights restored and a 
genuine, viable state will there be real peace.

Steven Katsineris,
Hurstbridge, Victoria

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Israel – a terrorist with nuclear weapons
Marcus Browning

The state of Israel has been 
built up by the Western pow-
ers – principally Britain – as a 
colonising entity, and the mili-
tary arm of US imperialism in 
the region. Israel has an arse-
nal of nuclear weapons, gar-
nered without the slightest 
protest from these same West-
ern powers, and has conducted 
a number of wars against its 
Arab neighbours. It continues 
to occupy part of the territo-
ries it seized in the 1967 war of 
aggression including the Golan 
Heights which belongs to Syria.

It has attempted to expel the Pal-
estinian people by terror, repeatedly 
using its military forces, by thieving 
Palestinian land, and by building a 
huge concrete wall to surround the 
Palestinian people in the West Bank. 
It invaded Lebanon and occupied 
part of that country for many years 
before being forced out, mainly by 
the Hezbollah forces so frequently 
condemned in the Western media.

In fact, the emergence and 
growth of organisations such as Hez-
bollah are the direct result of Israel’s 
acts of aggression. Israel holds in its 
prisons thousands of Palestinians 
whose only crime is their struggle 
for the rights of their people – rights 
recognised by successive UN resolu-
tions. Israel has now launched one of 
the most savage air bombardments 
imposed on any country against the 
Palestinians.

It compares with the Nazi bom-
bardment Guernica in Spain at 
the time of the Spanish Civil War. 
Then too, leaders of the Western 
powers stood by and watched and 

did absolutely nothing to stop the 
Nazi barbarism just as they are now 
standing by, saying and doing noth-
ing to protest against Israeli aggres-
sion and barbarity.

It is the same political forces 
centred in the US, Britain, and other 
European countries (and including 
the war mongering sell-out Albanese 
government) who will not act against 
Israel because Israel is the very will-
ing tool to achieve the objectives 
of the imperialist states. Today’s 
objective is the re-imposition of their 
unchallenged economic and politi-
cal domination of the Middle East.

As in the 1940s, the scene is 
replete with compliant governments, 
these now doing the bidding of the 
United States and Israel.

Israel, the US, Britain and their 
allies pretend to be in favour of a 
‘road map to peace,’ but for several 
decades the Israeli government has 
refused to negotiate with the Pales-
tinian Authority or any other Pal-
estinian organisation. They refused 
to negotiate with PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat, and confi ned him to house 
arrest in Ramallah before he suf-
fered a sudden illness and died in a 
French hospital. There is every reason 
to believe that he was murdered by 
the Israeli authorities.

Successive Israeli governments 
have regularly killed Palestinian lead-
ers by ‘targeted assassinations’ and 
used their armed forces to invade 
Palestinian land and terrorise the 
people. They have invaded Lebanon, 
Syria and Egypt. These are the actions 
of a terrorist with nuclear weapons 
but the Western governments have 
no hesitation in backing Israel all 
the way.

The creation of the state of Israel 

was at the heart of this cataclysmic 
historical event for the Palestinians 
– the mass, forced expulsion of a 
people, the more than 50 massacres 
carried out over the summer of 1948 
by various armed terrorist forces as 
a means to drive out those who were 
determined to stay. The physical 
demolition of the villages after the 
expulsions was aimed at ensuring 
the refugees could not return. All this 
is summed up in a single word for 
Palestinians – ‘Nakba,’ catastrophe.

“We must do everything to ensure 
they [the Palestinians] never do 
return ... . The old will die and the 
young will forget,” said David Ben 
Gurion, the founder of Israel, in 1949.

The specifi c project against the 
Palestinians had a dual purpose: 
fi rst to deny the very concept of Pal-
estine and destroy its political and 
social institutions, and second the 
attempted annihilation of the spirit 
of the Palestinians as a people, so 
that they would forget their collec-
tive identity once scattered far from 
Palestine.

The Israeli government is the 
only nuclear power in the region. It 
ostentatiously ignores UN Security 
Council resolutions, undermines 
the agreements by the Palestinian 
organisations on the creation of 
an independent Palestinian state 
alongside Israel, and rejects cease-
fi re proposals.

It is also in violation of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention, an international 
law that prohibits collective punish-
ment, “targeted” assassinations, and 
destruction of the infrastructure of 
an occupied territory. 

Photo: Jarrod Moore

Israel is the very willing tool to achieve 
the objectives of the imperialist states
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On 10 November 2023, more than 400 pub-
lic sector workers representing unions with 
members in the West Australian Public Sec-
tor rallied in the Perth Town Hall to hear Pre-
mier Roger Cook deliver his pitch for the new 
wages policy for the public sector.  It’s the fi rst 
time a WA State Premier has addressed public 
servant unionists this way.

In October public sector workers heard from Treas-
urer and Deputy Premier Rita Saffi  oti about the State 
Treasury’s take on wages policy. This presentation by 
the Premier, and the public sector union reply would 
be the last pitch before the government delivers its 
wages policy in December. The event was fronted by 
the Public Sector Alliance, the united front for most 
public sector unions, with the notable exception of 
the Australian Nursing Federation.

Premier Cook acknowledged the importance the 
public sector plays in all our lives and told the meeting 
that he too had worked in the public sector, and had 
been a member and union delegate at the Art Gallery 
of Western Australia.

Premier Cook also admitted that his government 
could not do what it wanted to get done without the 
public sector turning the Labor Party’s vision into 
action. As Health Minister during the COVID-19 crisis, 
Premier Cook was struck by how well and quickly 
the workers in the Health Sector responded. He also 
spoke about his intention to bring more government 
contract workers in-house including Main Roads 
maintenance crews and the staff  of the Peel Health 
Campus. Premier Cook also said his government 
was committed to restoring bargaining to the public 
sector and wanted to reset the relationship with public 
sector unions to build the capability and capacity of 
the WA public sector. 

The Premier spoke of 1500 people coming to WA 
every week, people who all need services and infra-
structure. The Premier said a genuine tension exists 
between the expectations of the public sector unions 
and the need to manage the state’s fi nances. 

The fi rst worker to reply was Kassey Truesdale, 
an environmental scientist and union delegate of the 
Community and Public Sector Union/Civil Service 
Association (CPSU/CSA) at the Department of the 
Environment and Water Resources, who said there 
had been no real wage growth in the public sector in 

more than ten years. This has led to a large number 
of quality public servants leaving the sector as their 
knowledge and skill base of the regulatory environ-
mental and water resources framework were attractive 
to employers in the private sector who pay thousands 
of dollars more. Employees who remain are increas-
ingly asked to do more with less, and are drowning. 
Truesdale pointed out that this situation leads to 
industry frustration as applications and approvals 
are taking longer to process. The only way to stop 
failures of government was to pay wages that attract 
and retain skilled workers.

Paul, a Forensic Pathology scientist and Health 
Services Union member, said he worked in a high 
pressure environment helping to solve crime and 
help keep the state safe. Paul could get paid almost 
twice his current salary in the private sector, but stays 
because he wishes to serve the community. He added 
that public servants needed a wage rise to keep from 
going backwards.

Reece Young, a teacher at Kalamunda Senior 
High School and member of the State School Teach-
ers Union, said there are many teachers leaving the 
sector and few graduates coming out as teaching is 
seen as a diffi  cult career with a diminishing reward. 
The right thing to do is to respect teachers by reward-
ing them appropriately. 

Gina, a United Workers Union delegate and cleaner 
at Scarborough Senior High School said with the rising 
cost of living, many of her fellow members need to 
fi nd second jobs to make ends meet, and rising rents 
have forced many into moving back in with family or 
living in their cars.

CPSU/CSA State Secretary Rikki Hendon summed 
up by stating the Premier knows now how public sector 
workers are feeling about having their wages sup-
pressed, and that they care about their work. However, 
Hendon reminded union members that the pay rise 
would not be served up to them on a silver platter and 
they would have to commit to a sustained campaign 
to achieve their wage increases over two years of 7 per 
cent and 5 per cent. “We need to take action during 
2024 to secure our wage claim,” concluded Hendon. 

The Communist Party of Australia supports the 
unions in the Public Sector Alliance in their campaign 
to secure wage justice.
Richard Titelius – Delegate CPSU/CSA 
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Independent
This shouldn’t be a weasel word. It’s good to be independent, 
and the Communist Party of Australia supports an independent 
Australia – kind of the opposite of what our two ‘parties of gov-
ernment’ support, ie an Australia that’s a working part of the US 
military.
Independent is weaselly when the users of the word pick and 
choose what they’re independent of. ‘Independent schools’ never 
want to be independent of the money of people who can’t afford 
for their kids to set foot on the grounds of one. Likewise ‘independ-
ent skills training providers’ cry out for neo-liberal governments 
to make them more dependent on subsidies at the expense of a 
quality free-for-all TAFE system. You can depend on it!

Radical
A columnist for Nine newspapers has described Victor Orban, 
Hungary’s Prime Minister as ‘radical’ because he’s announced a 
plan to give tax breaks to families who have at least four children 
– presumably the right kind of families, given Orban’s long record 
of racism and xenophobia. ‘Radical’ is just fi lling in because ‘big-
oted’ needed a break. 

Restraint
Australian Foreign Minister Penny Wong has practiced masterful 
weaselly understatement by calling for “restraint” from Israel, here 
meaning she’d like them to ease up on the mass murder of civil-
ians thing.

Provocative
Sometimes it’s good to be provocative – it might mean you’ve 
got exciting fashion sense, or that your opinions are differ-
ent.  Sometimes, of course, ‘provocative’ is just a way of saying 
that somebody is an obnoxious racist/bigot but they get a lot of 
attention.
Sometimes it’s bad to be provocative. Just ask British PM Rishi 
Sunak who has described pro-Palestine, anti-war crimes dem-
onstrations as ‘provocative’. Apparently 11 November, a day 
traditionally used to commemorate the end of megadeaths in 1918 
is no time to protest against mass murder in 2023. 

Rogue
Tasmanian Liberal MP Bridget Archer has shown signs of having 
principles, crossing the fl oor to censure Scott Morrison over his 
secret ministries, and more recently voting against Peter Dutton’s 
idea of a race-based Royal Commission into child-abuse-but-
only-in-Aboriginal-communities (see next item). It says a lot about 
the Dutton Liberal party that having any independence or principle 
is enough to classify Archer as ‘rogue.’

Dividing (by race)
Apparently a bad thing if it involves an Indigenous Voice to Par-
liament, what with Australia being a race-blind utopia and all, but 
a very good thing if it comes to having a Royal Commission into 
only Indigenous people, as suggested by Peter ‘not at all oppor-
tunist’ Dutton. The idea failed, leaving Dutton free to explore other 
ways of dividing the country along racial lines.

Executed (poorly)
More weaselly euphemism, this time describing the Defence 
Department deciding which lucky arms supplier would build our 
next lot of frigates for $45 billion – positively frugal next to AUKUS. 
‘Poorly executed’ barely covers Defence breaking Commonwealth 
rules on buying things, and apparently losing, or at least cling-
ing to, documents that might show how badly they stuffed things 
up. Defence must be a nice place to work – you try mishandling 
$45 billion at your work and see if they don’t say something a bit 
harsher than ‘poorly executed’.

Naive
The Israeli military is committing war crimes by practicing col-
lective punishment on the population of Gaza. A ceasefi re would 
mean that they stop doing that. Matthew Knott of Nine has 
described the desire for a ceasefi re as “naive,” but goes along 
with the idea that Hamas and the Palestinian desire for an end 
to their oppression are two things that can be eliminated through 
bombing, so perhaps he should sit this one out.

Report: Richard Titelius 
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The Economist has published a piece 
pretending to answer why Israel is 
killing so many Palestinian children, 
or, as the British journal puts it, why 
“children are a very high proportion 
of the victims of war in Gaza.” The 
authors note that “in Ukraine, a con-
fl ict between two much bigger powers, 
children account for fewer than 550 of 
roughly 9800 civilian fatalities over a 
much longer period.” Hence, they ven-
ture, “Gaza’s enormous child death toll 
refl ects, among other things, its espe-
cially youthful demography.”

Brazenly, the article removes the actual 
killers from the picture (the children fall 
victim to “the war,” not to the Israelis). It 
allows room to US President Joe Biden’s 
mendacious doubting of Palestinian victim 
fi gures, and never mentions the true answer: 
so many children are getting killed because 
Israel commits one war crime after another 
against civilians, in pursuit of a strategy 
of collective punishment that amounts to 
genocide and ethnic cleansing.

Yet there is more to this spin presented 
as cool, English-style level-headed analysis, 
complete with statistics and a chart. Inad-
vertently, the article opens a wide window 
on something ugly but important; the point 
where narratives about who has how many 
babies, or demography, meet the dehumani-
sation that facilitates atrocities against fellow 
human beings.

As Khaled Elgindy, the director of the 
Middle East Institute’s Program on Palestine 
and Palestinian-Israeli Aff airs, has explained 
in Newsweek, dehumanising rhetoric con-
veys the idea that “the lives, suff ering and 
humanity of Palestinians are less worthy than 
the lives, suff ering and humanity of Israe-
lis.” As the genocide and Holocaust expert 
Raz Segal has found, the Israeli assault is a 
“textbook case” by the criteria of the 1948 
UN Genocide Convention, while making 
others appear less than human is a typical 
element of genocide.

A UN agency has said that Gaza is now 
a “graveyard for children.”

This devastating weapon of mass mis-
representation makes perpetrators, such 
as Israelis, righteous about killing. It also 
motivates and protects accomplices, many 
of them in the West’s political, media, and 
intelligentsia. For these accomplices, dehu-
manising language, which caricatures Pal-
estinians as ‘animals’ and ‘savages’ and any 
calls for resistance as support for ‘terrorism’ 
rationalises fl agrant moral failure.

For the likes of the Economist, amid the 
banal reports of every day events, the message 
still comes through loud and clear: Gaza’s 
children are dying in droves not because 
Israel is murdering them, but because there 
are so many of them. Step one of dehumani-
sation, stop thinking of children as children, 
with names and faces. Instead think of them 
as numbers – excessive numbers.

Step two of dehumanisation: The fact 
that there are so many young Palestinians, 

in turn, is, we learn from the media, not a 
normal outcome of human life. By compar-
ing Palestinians with even poorer popula-
tions in the world, the authors conclude 
that their high birth rates are an anomaly 
to be explained by militant politics, namely 
the pro-nationalism of Palestinian leaders, 
from the PLO’s late Yasser Arafat to Hamas. 
In short, Palestinians are depicted as people 
who weaponise their own reproduction and, 
thus, children.

The implication is viciously clear. Recall 
that in the eyes of the US, Israel’s main 
Western ally, the attack on Gaza, including 
the starving and killing of civilians, is Israel 
exercising its right to self-defence. (Let’s leave 
aside that, under international law, Israel is 
a military occupying power and thus ‘self-
defence’ is not an applicable justifi cation for 
use of force against the occupied territories.)

Combine that with what the Economist

says about Palestinian children being part of 
a strategy of long-term demographic warfare 
“by the cradle.” From here, you only have two 
dots to connect to arrive at the conclusion 
that if children are a ‘weapon,’ it must be 
acceptable to exercise ‘self-defence’ against 
them. From authors to editors, the moral 
abyss of their own argument opens up.

In reality, Palestinians have had to learn 
to understand their children as their future 
with an urgency that people not historically 
subject to systematic ethnic cleansing, apart-
heid, and genocide cannot know. To then, in 
eff ect, blame the massacre of these Palestin-
ian children by Israeli perpetrators on the 
Palestinian victims because they dared have 
so many in the face of relentless oppression, 
is abjectly cynical.

Since the fi rst ethnic cleansing of the vast 
majority of Palestinians (at least 700,000), 
begun before and continued through the 
Arab-Israeli War of 1948, reducing their 
number and keeping it low has been one of 
the principal reasons why Israel has always 
denied the Palestinian right of return, 
affi  rmed in the UN General Assembly reso-
lution 194. That, in turn, has been a prime 
factor that has made a lasting peace settle-
ment impossible.

The reason that a prestigious, opinion-
shaping publication like the Economist
gets away with such ‘journalism’ is that the 
systematic dehumanisation of the Palestin-
ians by Israel and the mass media serves to 
reduce them to bare biological life that can 
be extinguished without any moral doubt.

This language of dehumanisation is not 
a fringe phenomenon: in the West, one can 
take part in this genocide-promoting practice 
and fi nd resonance and recognition, rather 
than condemnation and censure, as long as 
the victims are Palestinians

The West, while deluding itself in its 
propaganda as a garden of ‘values’ has a long 
record of staggering violence combined with 
stunning hypocrisy. But at this moment in 
this ongoing history, the horrifi c crime against 
the Palestinians – in word and deed – is its 
single most egregious depravity. Humanity 
won’t forget or forgive this.
RT 

International

Communist Party of Australia

Head Offi ce (Sydney)
74 Buckingham St, 
Surry Hills, NSW 2010
phone: 02 9699 8844
email: info@cpa.org.au

General Secretary
Andrew Irving
andrew@cpa.org.au

Party President
Vinnie Molina 
president@cpa.org.au

Media  guardian@cpa.org.au
amr@cpa.org.au

www.cpa.org.au      cpa@cpa.org.au
 Canberra act@cpa.org.au PO Box 35 Dickson ACT 2602

 Darwin Vinnie Molina darwin@cpa.org.au 0419 812 872

 Melbourne  Andrew Irving cpavic@cpa.org.au
Box 3 Trades Hall, Lygon St, Carlton Sth, Vic 3053

 NSW State Comm Christian Goopy nsw@cpa.org.au 02 9699 8844
  74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010

 Perth  Elly Hulm perth@cpa.org.au 0421 113 343
PO Box 98, North Perth, WA 6906

 Qld State Comm  0499 476 540 qld@cpa.org.au

 SA State Comm  sa@cpa.org.au 0411 805 356 PO Box 56, Royal Park, SA 5014

 Tasmania Andrew Irving tas@cpa.org.au 03 9639 1550

Photo: Montecruz Foto – fl ickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0 Deed)

Dehumanisation gone mainstream

Stand with the people of GazaStand with the people of Gaza
Since 1989, Australian People for Health, Education and Development Abroad (APHEDA) has been supporting development and humanitarian 

programs with its partner organisation in Palestine, the MA’AN Development Center, a secular, national, independent organisation.  

APHEDA has launched an emergency appeal to provide funds to MA’AN to provide immediate relief to people in Gaza. There are enormous and 
urgent immediate needs for shelter, water, food, electricity, sanitation and medical supplies, fuel and communications.

With your support, MA’AN will work with local organisations to provide:

Access to water, food, medical supplies & shelter • Psychosocial support for families & individuals • Dignity & hygiene kits for displaced people

Your contribution can make a signifi cant difference in alleviating the suffering of hundreds of thousands of Palestinians, 
not only in the immediate emergency phase, but also in the early reconstruction phase, for example, in rapid resumption of farming for food security.

The United Nations has reported 7703 people, of whom 68 per cent are said to be children & women, have been killed in Gaza since the start of hostilities.

About 1600 people, including at least 900 children, have been reported missing & may be trapped or dead under the rubble, awaiting rescue or recovery.

Donate at gaza-emergency-appeal-2023.raisely.com or contact Apheda at (02) 92649343


