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Norwegian Labour MP Asmund 
Aukrust has nominated the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) for the Nobel Peace Prize 
“for its long-term work to provide vital 
support to Palestine and the region in 
general,” and added that “this work has 
been crucial for over 70 years, and even 
more vital in the last three months.”

However, soon after the International 
Court of Justice (ICJ) ordered Israel “to 
allow eff ective humanitarian assistance” to 
reach Gazans, Israel made unsubstantiated 
claims that 12 UNRWA staff  were involved 
in the 7 October incursion by Hamas.

Israel claims to have obtained confes-
sions under ‘interrogation’ of the staff . Many 
believe these ‘confessions’ were extracted 
under torture.

The British public broadcaster Channel 
4 News has said that an Israeli intelligence 
dossier which is the basis for the allegations 
includes little evidence to back up the claims.

The UK Financial Times commented that 
the Israeli intelligence assessment “provides 
no evidence for the claims, which it says are 
based on smartphone intercepts and captured 
identity cards.”

It is not a coincidence that the allegations 
came out immediately after the ICJ ruling.

They are clearly designed to deflect 
attention away from the ruling, to focus on 
UNRWA and to undermine any attempts to 
hold Israel accountable or stop the genocide.”

Following the Israeli allegations, UNRWA 

sacked several of its employees and the UN 
appointed an independent panel to review 
the organisation.

DESPICABLE
In a despicable decision, the Australian 

government immediately stopped funding 
UNRWA.

In suspending UNRWA funding, under 
international law, Australia is directly and 
illegally complicit in the genocide of Pales-
tinians in Gaza.

Australia joined the US, Canada, Italy, 
Germany, Finland, the Netherlands, Switzer-
land, the UK, and Scotland who have halted 
funding to UNRWA. 

In contrast, Ireland and Norway have 
expressed continued support for UNRWA, 
saying the agency does crucial work to help 
Palestinians in desperate need of assistance 
in Gaza, while Spain and Portugal have 
increased their funding.

WHAT UNRWA DOES
UNRWA was founded after the creation 

of the state of Israel in 1948 to provide Pales-
tinian refugees who were forcibly displaced 
with education, healthcare, social services 
and jobs. It started operations in 1950. Today 
UNRWA has 30,000 employees. 13,000 of 
them are working in Gaza.

The agency’s shelters in Gaza have been 
repeatedly targeted by Israel, despite pleas 
for safe passages to deliver humanitarian aid. 
152 UNRWA employees have been killed by 
Israel in Gaza.

UNRWA is a thorn in Israel’s side. It has 

provided a lifeline to Palestinians in Gaza, 
keeping them fed and cared for, and provid-
ing jobs for many thousands of local people 
in a place where unemployment rates are 
among the highest in the world. 

UNRWA has invested in infrastructure 
like hospitals and schools which have made 
life in Gaza more bearable

RIGHT OF RETURN
UNRWA recognises that Palestinian 

refugees are entitled to services until they 
can exercise their right to return to their 
land as stipulated in UN Resolution 194.

Resolution 194 enshrines a right of Pal-
estinian refugees to return to their homes 
in territory Israel occupied in 1948. The UN 
General Assembly has reaffi  rmed Resolution 
194 every year since 1949. Other related 
UN resolutions have reaffi  rmed the right of 
return, including General Assembly Resolu-
tion 169 in 1980. 

However, Israel opposes the return of 
nearly six million Palestinian refugees reg-
istered with UNRWA. Israel has worked to 
eliminate UNRWA in an eff ort to sabotage 
the right of return for stateless Palestinian 
refugees.

FAMINE
“They are going to let everyone die. If 

people in Gaza don’t die from Israeli shelling 
and bombs, they’ll die from famine,” Halima 
Loaz, a former UNRWA nurse, said.

She accused the global community of 
directly aiding Israel’s mass killing of Pal-
estinians by suspending funds to UNRWA.

“Suspension of funds threatens humani-
tarian work in the region, especially in Gaza,” 
UNRWA Commissioner-General Philippe 
Lazzarini said. He called on countries which 
have frozen funding to “reconsider their 
decisions” as Gaza faces the risk of mass 
starvation.

The UN says more than 100,000 Pales-
tinians have been killed, wounded, or are 
missing in Gaza, as Israel continues to press 
what has become one of the most destruc-
tive military campaigns in modern history.

ISRAEL’S MOTIVES
Israeli media late last year reported that 

the government was conspiring to push 
UNRWA out of Gaza after the war, includ-
ing by trying to tie the agency’s activities 
to Hamas.

Israel’s Foreign Minister Israel Katz 
has said publicly: “We will work to garner 
bipartisan support in the US, the European 
Union, and other nations globally for this 
policy aimed at halting UNRWA’s activi-
ties in Gaza.” 

Israel wants to eliminate UNRWA as 
part of an eff ort to force Palestinians in Gaza 
to migrate elsewhere out of desperation. 
Murdering or displacing Palestinians from 
their land will allow more illegal settlements 
to be built and for Gaza to become part of 
‘greater Israel’.

Urgent! Write NOW to Penny Wong 
and Anthony Albanese asking them to 
restore UNRWA funding. 
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Fighting at 40
On the fi rst of February this year, Medicare, also 

known as ‘the universal health insurance scheme’ 
turned 40. Happy birthday! Should we shrug, cel-
ebrate, or fi ght? It’s a natural reaction to shrug, 
because Medicare can easily feel like just one of 
those things we always have, like running water 
or roads. It isn’t. Medicare is only 40. We haven’t 
always had it, and we might not have it in future. 

We should definitely celebrate Medicare’s 
birthday because universal healthcare, how-
ever imperfect, is a good thing. Nobody’s health 
should depend on their income or postcode. As the 
Guardian said not long ago, “quality healthcare 
should be universal with no fee.” Medicare is a lot 
closer to that than what we had before 1984, and 
it’s infi nitely better than the USA’s kleptocratic 
insurance-company-run health system.

So we’ve got Medicare. Great! Consider it cel-
ebrated. Why fi ght for it? We don’t fi ght for roads, 
or traffi  c signals. Isn’t it just one of those things? 

Medicare is a good deal more fragile than other 
services we take for granted. It is always under 
attack from the neoliberal ideology that pervades 
Australia. In 1987, the leader of the Liberal Party, 
John Howard, declared Medicare “a failure” be-
cause it added $4 billion to the Federal Budget. 
In power, Howard shovelled money to the private 
health insurance industry without counting the 
cost.  His successors in the Abbott government 
tried to introduce a compulsory charge for every 
GP visit.

Labor doesn’t attack Medicare directly. They’re 
proud that they’re the party that introduced it 
under Whitlam and and reintroduced it under 
Hawke. Labor is in government now, but don’t 
relax – they’re into the same neoliberal mindset 
which dictates that any money not spent in some 
kind of market is wasted. This thinking has led 
both parties to waste millions on letting the private 
sector profi teer off  public services. Labor doesn’t 
have the visceral hostility to Medicare that the 
Liberals do, but they share the same belief that 
making people pay for things makes the world 
more effi  cient.

The government is very proud of increasing bulk 
billing visits, but many clinics still charge a gap 
fee – the diff erence between the Medicare rebate 
and what the clinic thinks will cover their costs. 
Emergency departments are still fi lled to burst-
ing with people who can't aff ord to visit doctors 
otherwise.

Labor also puts Medicare under pressure in-
directly with its other spending priorities. This 
country has gone from wanting to spend $6 billion 
on French submarines to a plan to spend $368 
billion on submarines from the US and the UK. 
That sort of spending doesn’t feel real to a lot of 
people. The Australian Financial Review just said 
that “the bulk of the cost will be largely borne by 
future governments.” That’s not correct. The cost 
will entirely be borne by Australian workers, and it 
will come out of social services including Medicare. 
That’s why the Communist Party of Australia has 
campaigned to give peace a budget! 

Like many 40-year-olds, Medicare could be in 
much better shape and do much more. This coun-
try can aff ord universal health care with no fees. 
We can aff ord to have dental on Medicare. We can 
aff ord all this, but we’re going to have to fi ght for it.
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The Aged Care Quality and Safety Commission 
(ACQSC) is responsible for auditing residential 
aged care facilities to ensure they are meeting 
mandated health and safety standards. Since 
2021, four global consultancy fi rms were paid 
more than $40 million for carrying out audits 
for ACQSC, which include conducting inter-
views and searches.

The four fi rms – RSM, HDAA, SAI Global and 
KPMG – have conducted more than two-thirds of all 
ACQSC’s audits since 2021.

Alarmingly the head of ACQSC reported to a Senate 
Inquiry that one third of these outsourced audits were 
initially rejected because they were not up to standard!

This is of particular concern when the fi ndings 
of the Royal Commission into Aged Care are taken 
into consideration. The residents of these centres are 
some of the most vulnerable people. The Royal Com-
mission estimated that one in three residents in aged 
care facilities have experienced substandard care.

Issues revealed included: failure to meet personal 
and clinical care requirements, staffi  ng shortages, 
undervaluing of staff , casualised and low-waged 
workforce, substandard food, preventable deaths and 
injuries, drugging of residents, abuse of residents, lack 
of accountability and transparency, poor management, 
and much more.

To its credit, Labor introduced the requirement 
for a 24/7 onsite and on-duty registered nurse to 
be present in nursing homes and has a schedule for 
increasing mandatory minimum times of care per 
resident.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Outsourcing brings with it additional costs with a 

layer of profi ts but also the risk of a confl ict of interest 
and substandard work. As was seen with PWC which 
advised the Australian Taxation Offi  ce and assisted its 
clients using the ATO’s knowledge, confl icts of interest 
can arise when consultancies serve two masters, such 
as a government agency’s clients and shareholders.

The four fi rms reported more than 520 real, 
potential, or perceived confl icts of interest in relation 
to their work for ACQSC in just two years!

Even worse than that, ACQSC last year revealed 
two thirds of the audits were rejected as they did not 
meet standards set by the federal government, which 
needed to launch a specialist unit to support the con-
sultants and improve their work. In other words, as a 
result of outsourcing more than 40 per cent of total 
audits were substandard.

At a recent Senate inquiry into the government’s 
extensive use of external consultants, ACQSC’s out-
sourcing instead of employing public servants came 
to light.

At the inquiry, Senator Barbara Pocock pointed 
out that: “Whenever we see core public service func-
tions being outsourced to the private sector there is 
a risk that those functions could be compromised for 
commercial gain. This is too important to farm out to 
money-grabbing consultant fi rms.”

Former senior public servant David Tune, in a 
2023 independent inquiry into ACQSC, also raised 
concerns about the reliance on contractors.

“I consider this [auditing] is a core function of the 
commission and that the high proportion of assess-
ments undertaken by third-party provider assessors, 
represents a signifi cant risk for the commission,” 
Tune said.

He could have added “and to the residents.”
Taxpayers continue to fund a largely unaccount-

able and costly system of outsourcing, wasting bil-
lions of dollars, in a process riddled with confl icts of 
interest that result in massive private profi ts. At the 
same time the public service is robbed of its skills 
base with thousands of jobs lost. Under the former 
Coalition government, it had reached a level where 
the equivalent of one third of the public service’s jobs 
had been outsourced.

RESTORE THE PUBLIC SECTOR
AusTender recorded more than 800,000 contracts 

outsourced to the private sector by the Australian 
Public Service and government agencies to the tune 
of $565 billion over the past decade. Most of these 
contracts were for work that would previously have 
been carried out within government departments and 
agencies such as the former Commonwealth Employ-
ment Service.

Anyone attempting to deal with Services Australia 
for aged care services, Medicare, natural disaster sup-
port, parenting, unemployment benefi ts, Austudy pay-
ments or any other service will know just how diffi  cult 
it is. Understaffi  ng, outsourcing, and underfunding 
have combined to make access extremely diffi  cult with 
little accountability.

Labor came to offi  ce promising to boost the use of 
inhouse workers and rebuild a gutted public service. 
It should get on with it without wasting any time. It 
should ensure adequate staffi  ng and staff  training, 
and the barriers to access are removed.

Services Australia should provide quality acces-
sible and accountable public services. 

Humanity 
outsourced

Memorial service for
Joan Coxsedge

Pioneering Victorian Labor MP, socialist, 
friend of Cuba and peace activist, 
who passed away on 14 January.

(see obituary in Guardian #2085)

2:00 pm

Saturday 24 February 2024

Melbourne Unitarian Church
110 Grey Street East Melbourne 3002

Info: Elly 0421113343
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DPRK-Australian Friendship and 
Cultural Society, Brisbane

This year marks the 50th anniversary of 
the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea-
Australia Friendship society, and the 50th 
anniversary of diplomatic relations between 
Australia and the Democratic People’s Republic 
of Korea.

Members of the society are proud of their genuine 
desire and peaceful purposes to promote friendship 
and cultural relations between the Australian and 
Korean people.

At both a national and international level the society 
has upheld the principles of international solidarity 
by leadership and activities at events including the 
70th anniversary of the Victory of the Fatherland 

Liberation War, the 10th anniversary leadership of 
Marshal Kim Jong Un, and continual solidarity sup-
port for the Korean people. At a broader level the 
society has been steadfast in supporting the struggles 
of the Palestine people as well as the campaign for 
an Indigenous Voice to Parliament, and the broader 
activities of the peace movement. 

The society concluded its AGM by expressing 
confi dence that its activities would further strengthen 
and solidify the Friendship Society in our eff orts to 
build friendship cultural, and solidarity relations 
with the Korean people and enhance the prospects 
of peace, prosperity and reconciliation on the Korean 
peninsula. 

Black Saturday survivors 
call for action

Fifteen years after the cata-
strophic Black Saturday bush-
fi res in regional Victoria, which 
killed 173 people and destroyed 
more than 2000 homes, bush-
fire survivors and former 
emergency service leaders are 
calling for greater investment 
in solar and wind power and an 
end to the burning of climate 
polluting fossil fuels.

For many people and entire 
communities, the fires which 
raged in 2009 from 7 February to 
14 March, were the fi rst time they 
came face to face with the shocking 
impacts of the changing climate.

Greg Mullins AO, founding 
member of Emergency Leaders 
for Climate Action and former 
Commissioner of Fire and Rescue 
NSW, said:

“The ferocity of Black Saturday 
took fi re services by surprise and 
caused a fundamental rethink about 
national policies on evacuations 
and emergency warnings. Climate 
change is driving longer, more 
destructive fi re seasons, and also 
worsening fl oods. Urgent action 
on climate pollution caused by 
the burning of coal, oil and gas is 
imperative.”

Since then, Australia has expe-
rienced escalating bushfi re disas-
ters and increasingly dangerous 
fi re behaviour, driven by hotter 

and more unpredictable weather, 
fuelled by climate change.

Serena Joyner, CEO of Bushfi re 
Survivors for Climate Action, said:

“As survivors of these disasters 
we know the stakes. Without action 
to tackle climate pollution, more 
people like us will face extreme 
fi res, fl oods, and other life chang-
ing impacts.

“We want everyone to live in a 
home that’s safe from the extreme 
impacts of climate change, which is 
why we support Australia’s renew-
able energy future.

“Burning coal and gas to gener-
ate electricity is the largest source of 
climate-heating emissions globally, 
but we know there’s a better way.

“With our abundant wind and 
sun, world-class technology and 
legendary know-how, we can power 
Australia with renewable energy 
instead. This will slash our power 
bills and create new jobs – all while 
lowering our emissions and the risk 
of future extreme impacts.

“So, as we pause today to 
remember everyone impacted by 
Black Saturday, and other bushfi re 
disasters, we call on Australians 
everywhere to join us to protect 
our communities and help prevent 
future catastrophes by support-
ing Australia’s move to renewable 
energy.” 

Kinglake National Park after the Black Saturday bushfi res. 
Photo: Nick Pitsas, CSIRO – Wikimedia Commons (CC BY 3.0).

Profit, loyalty, and privacy
Loyalty programs may be a tempting 
way to reduce grocery bills but think 
twice before signing over your data. 
About 90 per cent of Australians are 
members of at least one loyalty pro-
gram. In the midst of an ongoing cost 
of living crisis, these programs may 
be tempting options to reduce bills. 
In the 2023 fi nancial year, when 
food prices increased by 7.5 per cent, 
Woolworths netted 750,000 new sign 
ups to its ‘Everyday Rewards’ loyalty 
program. 

However, when you sign up to most loy-
alty programs, you’re also signing over your 
data for companies to use (and profi t from). 
What sort of data is collected? Signing up for 
a loyalty program might involve giving over 
information like your age, email address, or 
phone number.

When you use a loyalty program, you 
also give companies your purchasing data: 
they’ll see which products you tend to buy 
and when, where you shop and how much 
you spend. Companies can then combine this 
information with other details found online, 
through your social media accounts, or from 
websites that track your internet use. This 
information helps companies decide how to 
market to you so that you spend more money, 
or at least shop with them rather than with 
a competitor. They might start emailing you 
about particular products that they think 
you’ll buy, or they’ll off er you specials on 
a regular basis. In some cases, companies 
will change the prices they off er you online 
depending on your browsing behaviour or 
the information that they’ve collected on you.

Companies can also sell your data to 
other businesses or to data brokers who 

collect information from a range of sources 
to produce more detailed profi les that they 
can then sell as a marketing tool. While 
the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC) has recently reviewed 
the laws surrounding the use of your data, 
the Australian Government is yet to enact 
a lot of the ACCC’s recommendations, and 
has decided not to give consumers a blan-
ket right to opt-out of targeted advertising. 

Loyalty programs have other issues. They 
can give scammers another way to imperson-
ate a trusted organisation. They cement the 
market power of already powerful companies. 

The pressure of rising prices means 
that many people don’t have the luxury of 
choice when it comes to these programs.  
Customers are faced with a choice to either 
sign over their data with no way of knowing 
how it will be used, or pay higher prices for 

their groceries at a time when many people 
are struggling.

What’s being done? A range of advocates 
and researchers have called on the Austral-
ian government to reform the Privacy Act to 
change the ways that companies can collect, 
store and use our data. In addition, the ACCC 
and the Offi  ce of the Australian Information 
Commissioner (OAIC) have recommended 
that customers be given more control over 
their own data so that they can opt out of 
having their information collected or tell 
companies to delete their data. While the 
government has ‘agreed-in-principle’ to the 
majority of the ACCC’s recommendations, 
it could be a while before these changes are 
implemented.
Combined Pensioners and Superannuants 
Association (adapted for reasons of space) 

A small demonstration outside 
Corrective Services was held 
6 February to bring attention 
to failures of the NSW prison 
system. There have been 
been 3 deaths in custody 
already this year, and the 
failures of the prison system 
are being made glaringly 
obvious with recidivism on the increase. Prisoners are being 
traumatised by their prison experience and then released 
without support after having no support in the prison system. 
The time has come for the NSW government to take a hard 
look at itself, study the Norwegian experience and start 
instituting more humane practices that see prisoners being 
reformed, not severely damaged. The demonstration was 
organised by New Directionz and ‘Jailingtruthsexposed.’

Climate change is driving longer, more 
destructive fire seasons, and worsening floods. 

Urgent action is imperative.
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Victoria Police statistics show hundreds of 
delivery workers have been injured, and two 
have been killed. 

Victoria Police attended 92 crashes involving a 
delivery rider on a motorbike or bicycle in 2016, this 
jumped to 143 in 2022.

Between 2016 and 2022, Victoria Police recorded 
917 riders involved in accidents attended.

These numbers highlight the vulnerability of riders 
doing gig economy work, and the need for urgent need 
for robust worker protections.

The Albanese government’s Closing the Loopholes 
Bill was introduced in 2023 to pass a broad suite of 
industrial relations reforms.

Some of the reforms were debated and passed, 
including measures to criminalise wage theft nationally.

However, protections for gig economy workers 
were delayed until next year as part of a deal struck 
with crossbenchers.

Until the rest of Closing the Loopholes passes, gig 
economy workers aren’t recognised as employees. They 
will continue to miss out on basic workplace rights.

Last year, the McKell Institute surveyed more than 
1000 food delivery, parcel delivery and ride share 
workers doing app-based work, gaining insights into 
their pay, expenses and conditions.

While gig economy work is often sold by app-based 
platforms as a fl exible “side hustle,” the people doing 
the work told us they’re working well above full-time 
hours. Most have no choice but to always work during 
peak times, regardless of poor health or bad weather, 
to make a living.

About 80 per cent of these workers depend on gig 
jobs for survival. Nearly half earn below the minimum 
wage. Less than 4 per cent felt they have job security. 
This is hardly surprising, as there is little help available 

if they’re underpaid, unable to work, or if they’re hurt 
or abused on the job.

For delivery workers doing app-based work, their 
only certainty is the need to show up, and keep work-
ing, no matter what.

Women working in delivery jobs report high levels 
of sexual harassment, adding to the stress, anxiety, 
and mental health problems reported by gig work-
ers surveyed.

If the rest of Closing the Loopholes passes, these 
workers will no longer be locked outside the system 
that gives workers rights and recourse.

The food delivery apps have opposed the bill, 
saying costs would be passed on to customers. But 
there is no case to be made for denying people doing 
a job their basic employee rights. Small delivery fee 
increases are a small price for dignity and safety.

Most workers we surveyed agreed reform was 
needed. The protections they require are basic — fair 
pay, safety, and confi dence they can earn at least the 
minimum wage.

In Victoria, a state-based system now off ers gig 
workers protection, including a sick pay guarantee. 
New regulated standards and a gig worker support 
service were announced in 2022.

The businesses and consumers using these services 
have not been unfairly charged or penalised.

Demand for rapid delivery is surging, driven by 
growing expectations for prompt and effi  cient service.

But so long as these workers are vulnerable, all 
of us who benefi t from their labour are failing them.
The McKell Institute
(Editor’s note: The Guardian covered problems with the 
Closing Loopholes legislation in issues #2071-2072 in 
September 2023) 

Australia

Lithuania, claiming a threat from Russia, is ramping up 
military spending. “Everything we have we threw into 
Ukraine so that they will be able to contain Russia,” said 
Lithuanian foreign minister, Gabrielius Landsbergis. “And if 
that doesn’t happen, that means it will fall to us to contain.” 
Germany last month signed a deal with Lithuania to station 
4800 troops near the Russian border. 

History is a guide here. Lithuania declared its 
independence the day after Nazi Germany invaded the 
Soviet Union, in 1941. Prior to it becoming a part of the 
Soviet Union, Lithuania was ruled by a right-wing, anti-
Semitic dictatorship following a coup in 1926. Before that, 
it was only a slab of terrain called West Russia which 
had been absorbed into the czarist empire at the end of 
the 18th century. Lithuania collaborated with the Nazi 
invaders, sending their killing squads throughout city and 
countryside.

There was a big noise in the mass media about the anti-
Russian sanctions of the US and the European Union over 
the operation to liberate Ukraine from Bandera fascism 
and prevent the installation of NATO nuclear missiles on 
Ukrainian territory. The sanctions, of course, are severe, 
for they affect a wide range of economic, political, cultural, 
and other ties with the US and the EU. We should know 
not only those who support sanctions, but also those 
who are against them. Those against them include the 
other BRICS countries: Brazil, India, China, and South 
Africa. They account for 43 per cent of the planet’s 
population. China is the world’s number one economy in 
terms of GDP; India is in third place. In fact, the whole of 
Asia does not want to take the side of the USA. The only 
exceptions are Japan and Australia, whose governments 
accommodate US bases and US forces of occupation on 
their territories.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: the Albanese government, 
ceding Australia’s independence and sovereignty in the 
AUKUS axis, committing Australia to the US agenda of 
wars of aggression, interference in the internal affairs of 
other countries, and arrogant dismissal of the decisions 
of the UN. This includes the US agenda in the Middle 
East with Israel’s crimes against humanity. The policy of 
tailing the big power was fi rst put into effect when Australia 
joined the US in the early 1950s in an attempt to throttle 
the Korean liberation movement and to overthrow the 
Chinese revolution that had established the People’s 
Republic of China in 1949. It was again refl ected during 
the years of the Vietnam war when the slogan of “All the 
way with LBJ” (US president Lyndon Baines Johnson) 
was the government’s policy watchword. The anti-Vietnam 
war campaign brought the Whitlam government to power 
when some real foreign policy changes and a substantially 
independent course was implemented. But Whitlam’s 
defeat restored the old status quo of toadying to the 
US. Successive governments, both Liberal, and Labor, 
have followed the course laid down by each of the US 
administrations. 

We are still in that deadly embrace. No-one should 
believe that the weaponising of the country is intended 
for the defence of Australia. No country in Asia threatens 
Australia, but the same cannot be said for the Australian 
government’s attitude to Asia. Australia is now an outright 
accomplice in the slaughter of defenceless Palestinians by 
Israel.

Victorian gig 
workers still 

being harmed

Photo: rawpixel.com (CC0).
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Housing gets worse
A new report from the Per Capita think tank 
has revealed in detail that inequality in hous-
ing funding is getting worse.

According to the recent report, the share of federal 
housing spending going to the lowest 20 per cent of 
income earners declined from 44 per cent in 1993 to 
23 per cent in 2023, while the share going to the top 
20 per cent increased from 9 per cent to 43 per cent.

In the last decade alone, the share going to the top 
20 per cent of earners has increased by over a third.

The portion of total federal housing expenditure 
going to property investors rose from 16.5 per cent 
in 1993-94 to 61.4 per cent in 2021-22.

Meanwhile, investor tax concessions have grown 
from $1.5 billion in 2000 to an estimated $18 billion 

in 2024, eff ectively operating as a shadow housing 
policy with a signifi cant impact on the market.

In 2023-2024, federal investor tax breaks will be 
worth more than ten times the amount spent by the 
Federal Government on social housing and home-
lessness services through the National Housing and 
Homelessness Agreement.

Strategic expenditure on social housing and home-
lessness services, which are negotiated between the 
Federal and State/Territory governments, once made 
up well over half of total federal housing spending. 
Now just 7 per cent of total federal housing expendi-
ture goes toward these programs.
Per Capita 
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How financial crisis 
hits lower income 

families
New research by the Brother-
hood of St. Laurence (BSL)has 
shed light on the compound-
ing fi nancial crises impacting 
lower income households and 
their economic security.

The study interviewed low 
to middle-income people across 
Victoria who were then asked to 
complete detailed fi nancial diaries 
over a 10 week period. The research 
examined how the cost-of-living 
crisis coupled with the lingering 
eff ects of the pandemic has col-
lided with the long-term drivers 
of fi nancial stress.

To better understand fi nancial 
stress in times of crisis, the study 
analysed income, credit and debt, 
day to day money management, 
and subjective feelings of fi nancial 
wellbeing. 

The research shows that people 
trapped in poverty and insecurity 
are unable to budget their way out 
of fi nancial crisis, despite their 
best eff orts. The impact of these 
shocks on the most vulnerable can 
be viewed as an ongoing crisis that 
has been decades in the making.

The study found that housing 
insecurity was common among 
participants, with some living in 
fear of losing their homes and 
others having to live in unsuitable 
accommodation at a signifi cant 
emotional and physical cost. Almost 
half of the renters in the study had 
been unable to pay rent on time in 
the past 12 months.

Low and uncertain incomes, 
resulting from low wages, unpre-
dictable work hours, unreliable 
child support and inadequate social 
security, created signifi cant stress 

for participants, leaving families 
struggling to make ends meet.

Making ends meet also found 
that:
• Over the 10-week survey 

period, 27 of 43 participants 
reported borrowing money or 
delaying paying a bill

• Over half of those employed 
reported that their income 
varied at least once during the 
10-week survey period

• Income support payments have 
not kept up with the rising cost 
of essentials, leaving recipients 
struggling to aff ord the basics, 
cutting back on food or 
heating, rationing medication 
or taking on debt

• Complex requirements and 
confusing administrative 
arrangements when accessing 
social security payments lead 
to confusion and the risk of 
debts for many participants.

BSL is calling for bold and 

meaningful policy changes to 
ensure that the foundations of 
economic security – aff ordable 
housing, decent work and a fair and 
adequate social safety net – enable 
all people in Australia to live with 
security and dignity.

“This research highlights the 
daily battle low and middle-income 
families face to try and make ends 
meet, often to the detriment of their 
mental and physical health,” said 
Dr Dina Bowman lead author of the 
Making ends meet report.

“The cost-of-living crisis cou-
pled with the aftershocks of the 
pandemic has caused a fi nancial 
disaster for our most vulner-
able that has been decades in the 
making. Now is the time for bold 
and urgent policy reform to ensure 
support and change for the people 
that need it most,” she said.
Brotherhood of St. Laurence 
(edited for reasons of space) 

Anna Pha

Since it was fi rst publicly debated in the 1980s, cover-ups and 
lies about the causes and even existence of climate change 
have continued. Recently uncovered correspondence from the 
1950s between California Institute of Technology (Caltech) and 
the US’s Air Pollution Foundation (APF) shows that the poten-
tial climate impact of fossil-fuel-generated CO2 emissions was 
communicated to the Foundation in November 1954 – 70 years 
ago!

Caltech scientist Charles Keeling carried out research funded 
by the APF, a coalition of oil and car manufacturing companies, 
measuring smog and CO2 levels across western US in 1954. 
“These new documents provide important evidence that the 
fossil fuel industry has been intricately connected to climate 
science from its earliest beginnings – not only as a driver of the 
greenhouse effect behind climate change, but also as a con-
tributor to the scientifi c discoveries that would transform our 
understanding of humanity’s relationship with the Earth and its 
atmosphere.”

In this correspondence Keeling’s research director at Caltech, 
Samuel Epstein, emphasised both the potential impact on 
Earth’s climate of burning coal and petroleum, and the pros-
pect of using a newly developed carbon isotope analysis at 
Caltech to identify “changes in the atmosphere.” The “possible 
consequences of a changing concentration of the CO2 in the 
atmosphere with reference to climate … may ultimately prove 
of considerable signifi cance to civilization,” Keeling wrote to 
Epstein.

The research was made possible by the discovery of carbon 
isotopes in the 1940s and early ‘50s. As a result, scientists 
could measure the ratios of different carbon isotopes (carbon 
fi ngerprint) in materials to determine the age of ancient objects 
(carbon dating) and also to identify whether the carbon dioxide 
absorbed by trees had been produced naturally through photo-
synthesis or as a result of burning fossil fuels.

Studying the isotopes of trees of various ages, enabled scien-
tists to estimate how far CO2 concentrations had risen since 
the Industrial Revolution as a result of burning fossil fuels. The 
research revealed that since 1840, there had been an increase 
in a particular carbon isotope (C12/C13) which could be 
explained by the burning of C12-enriched coal and petroleum.

The aim of the research was not for humanitarian or envi-
ronmental purposes. It was to be able to make provisions for 
possible regulations in the future that might impact their pro-
duction. In other words, it was about profi ts. These companies 
make huge investments in projects that they anticipate will 
churn out massive profi ts over 50 or more years. They hid 
the fi ndings of Keeling’s research for decades while their dirty 
operations continued to spit out CO2 in increasing volumes 
while accelerating climate warming.

Their lobby groups remain powerful, buying off governments 
with political donations. Forty years on from the fi rst public 
debates around climate change, governments are still stalling 
on taking decisive and necessary action to phase out fos-
sil fuels while handing out billions of dollars in subsidies to 
some of the most profi table and dirty corporations. It is time to 
clean up the system of political donations. Woodside, Santos, 
Fortescue, Hancock Prospecting and the Minerals Council, the 
industry lobby group, and the like all make regular and sub-
stantial donations to the major parties.

These donations can be more than compensated through gov-
ernment subsidies. This must end. So must the ‘dark’ money 
paid into these parties’ vehicles for anonymous donations.

GREEN NOTES

Photo: Eric Ward – fl ickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

The Guardian now has a podcast
Search for “Communist Guardian Podcast”

Fully fund public schools!
The Australian Education Union has called 
on all governments to commit to ending the 
underfunding of public schools as a matter 
of urgency.

AEU Federal President Correna Haythorpe wel-
comed news that WA will commit to fully funding 
public schools by 2026.

Ms Haythorpe said there needed to be a bigger 
investment than the one proposed by the Common-
wealth and the WA government to achieve that goal.

“Right now, only 1.3 per cent of public schools are 
funded to the Schooling Resource Standard (SRS) 
which is the minimum level governments agreed over 
a decade ago was required to meet the needs of their 
students,” Ms Haythorpe said.

“We applaud the commitment by the Federal Edu-
cation Minister Jason Clare and the WA government 
to get schools to 100 per cent of the SRS by 2026. 
However, today’s agreement will only see WA public 
schools reach 96 per cent of the SRS.

“WA’s SRS funding share is artifi cially infl ated by 
4 per cent through the inclusion of costs not directly 
related to the education of students in schools, such 
as capital depreciation, transport and regulatory costs. 
That 4 per cent of the SRS was worth $230 million for 
WA in 2023 and that money still needs to be delivered 
to WA public schools.

“This has to be the fi rst step rather than the fi nal 
agreement.

“With full funding, principals and teachers can 
change the lives of students across the nation. It will 
mean more help for children at risk of falling behind 
and more support for teachers inside and outside of 
the classroom to cut their workloads and help address 
the growing needs of students.

“Short-changing our schools is short-changing 
our students at a time when we can least aff ord it. 
The challenges are too great and the human costs too 
high not to fully resource our schools.

“We have a teacher shortage crisis caused by 
crippling workloads, unacceptable achievement gaps 
between children from diff erent backgrounds and 
locations and a worrying decline in student mental 
health and wellbeing.”

Ms Haythorpe said all public schools across the 
nation should reach a genuine 100 per cent of the 
SRS by 2028.

“The Commonwealth has underfunded public 
schools for decades while overfunding private schools. 
Only 1.6 per cent of the federal budget is spent on 
public schools,” she said.

Parliamentary Budget Offi  ce fi gures show that an 
average annual investment of just over $1.8 billion 
is required if the Commonwealth is to lift its funding 
share from 20 per cent of the SRS this year to 25 per 
cent by 2028.

Ms Haythorpe said an Expert Panel convened by 
education ministers in December warned the need for 
full funding in every state and territory was “urgent 
and critical” and the fi rst step towards ensuring all 
students receive the support they need.

“As the Expert Panel found, funding gaps are 
fuelling unacceptable achievement gaps between 
students from diff erent backgrounds and locations,” 
Ms Haythorpe said.

“Disadvantaged secondary students are six times 
more likely to be low performers than those from 
advantaged backgrounds.

“Declining student mental health and wellbeing is 
a major source of concern and there are acute teacher 
shortages across the country caused by unsustainable 
workloads.

“We don’t have a level playing fi eld in education 
that ensures every child gets every opportunity to 
succeed. Fixing that starts with funding.”
Australian Education Union 
(edited for reasons of space) 



6  12 February 2024 Guardian

Denis Doherty

No one knows with certainty how 
many people have been killed and 
wounded in Iraq since the 2003 Unit-
ed States invasion. Between 280,771 
and 315,190 have died from direct war 
related violence caused by the US, its 
allies, the Iraqi military and police, 
and opposition forces from the time 
of the invasion until March 2023.

This year’s cabinet papers contain mate-
rial on the Iraq War which Australia joined 
as part of the ‘Coalition of the Willing.’ John 
Howard was Prime Minister of Australia, 
Tony Blair was British Prime Minister, and 
George W Bush was US President. Bush, 
along with a group of neocons, catapulted 
the three countries into a disastrous war 
which is still having repercussions today.

Tony Blair was damned by the 2016 
Chilcot enquiry, which concluded that the 
UK “chose to join the invasion of Iraq before 
the peaceful options for disarmament had 
been exhausted.” Blair deliberately exagger-
ated the threat posed by the Iraqi regime, 
disregarded warnings about the potential 
consequences of military action, and relied 
too heavily on his own opinions.

Blair has since become a wealthy man 
based on his ‘contacts in the middle east.’

Bush and Howard suff ered no repercus-
sions, no inquiries, no censure.

Howard was called a “man of steel” by 
George W because he went to war despite 
overwhelming opposition at home. He was 
invited to the Bush ranch and included on 
the lucrative US speakers’ circuit.

There are still calls for Howard to face 
an inquiry.

The politicians were pathetic, but the 
people were magnifi cent!

The weekend of 15 and 16 February 2003 
was a historic period when people all around 
the world rose up and said NO to war.

Melbourne took to the streets after 
work on 14 Friday  February with a massive 
150,000 strong protest. This gave a boost to 
other centres where huge crowds gathered in 
the capital cities over the weekend. Similar 
scenes were evident in other cities around 
the world and in the US itself.

This was a time in the peace movement 
where support was easy to come by. It was 
a time of great hope that there was enough 
impetus to push the government to stop its 
involvement in the invasion of Iraq.

The peace movement was called the 
“second great superpower” and it was a force 
to be reckoned with. It was a time of great 
hope that there was enough impetus to push 
the government to stop its involvement in the 
invasion of Iraq. History proved us wrong.

Howard responded by demanding that 
there be no Australian casualties in the inva-
sion of Iraq because he feared the domestic 
reaction. No Australian soldiers died in Iraq.

President George W Bush came to 

Australia on 22 October 2003. He met with 
Prime Minister Howard and addressed 
Parliament.  However, the people were 
not impressed and organised Don’t be 
Bushwacked concerts to make fun of the 
arrogant and pretentious behaviour of both 
Howard and Bush.

A NSW peace group organised a limerick 
competition to mark the occasion:

Says Bush, its Iraqi skulduggery. 

They are evil and cunning as buggery

So his troops he paraded, he bombed 
and invaded 

In an act of unparalleled thuggery

THE CABINET PAPERS 
Cabinet papers covering 2003 were 

released on 1 January 2024.  They do mention 

the war but some 70 documents about the 
decision to go to war were missing.

Almost all the decisions about the war 
were taken in the National Security Council 
(NSC) which included the Prime Minister 
and fi ve other ministers. The minutes of 
these meetings are secret. 

The papers show that Howard had exten-
sive discussions with Bush and Blair about 
the “possible use of force to disarm Saddam.”

Howard told his cabinet that Iraq had 
“the potential to damage gravely Australia’s 
security” and “posed a real and unacceptable 
threat to international peace and security”.

The papers noted “an oral report by the 
Prime Minister on the progress of military 
operations in Iraq and the contribution made 
by the Australian Defence Force.”

Howard’s actions made certain four things 
would happen. Firstly, there would be no 
discussion of the ‘evidence’ of weapons of 
mass destruction which was questionable 

at best, no discussion of the sectarian chaos 
which would be released by toppling Saddam, 
or of possible military intervention by Iran.

Fourthly no discussion of the conse-
quence for the alliance with the US. Howard 
was always ready to do everything to shore 
up the alliance – a policy other Australian 
prime ministers have continued.

With much publicity about the 70 miss-
ing cabinet papers, Prime Minister Albanese 
was forced to ask for a review. For this task 
he chose Denis Richmond, a typical cold 
war, secretive. pro-US former high ranking 
civil servant, He has been asked to deliver 
a report by the end of January 2024, but it 
will be years before we can fi nd out the full 
extent of the crimes and lies of Australia in 
the Iraq War.

As today we watch the destruction of 
the children of Gaza, so too in 2003 the US 
‘shock and awe’ tactics had a massive and 
traumatic impact on Iraqi children. 

The Cabinet Papers and the Iraq War

Anti-war rally in Sydney, February 2003.

Talking treaties
Delilah Hoare 

On the eve of Invasion Day 
2024, the Victorian Aborigi-
nal Legal Service presented 
a discussion on settler trea-
ties by a panel consisting of 
First Nations legal experts 
from throughout the Com-
monwealth of Nations, all of 
whom have experience with 
legal and political advocacy 
for Indigenous rights.

Nerita Waight, CEO of VALS, 
introduced the event with the 
context that Australia is the only 
Commonwealth country yet to 
enter into a treaty with its indig-
enous people. She criticised the 
Liberal-National Coalition’s recent 
withdrawal of support for the treaty 
process. “We saw last year how 
much damage can be caused when 

the Liberal and National parties 
oppose reforms to give Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people 
a fair go,” Waight said.

Dr Carwyn Jones, co-editor 
of the Maori Law Review, spoke 
about the history and eff ect of New 
Zealand’s Treaty of Waitangi, which 
forms part of the country’s de facto 
constitution and guarantees Maori 
self-determination. After ratifying 
it in 1840, “the Crown, for a long 
time, largely ignored the Treaty and 
certainly the guarantees of Maori 
authority,” he said. 

But the establishment of the 
Waitangi Tribunal in 1975 pro-
vided an enforcement mechanism 
for the Crown’s obligations under 
the treaty. Jones was one of the 
negotiators for the Iwi and Hapū 
of Te Rohe o Te Wairoa in their 
settlement with the Crown in 2016, 

which was mediated by the Wait-
angi Tribunal.

Professor Andrea Hilland of 
the University of British Columbia 
described the process of treaty-
making throughout the history of 
Canada, from the early settlers,’ 
‘peace and friendship’ treaties 
and the one-sided land surrender 
treaties signed under duress in the 
19th century, to the aftermath of 
the Nisga’a land title case Calder 
v British Columbia in 1973. In the 
resulting treaty negotiations in 
1990, “First Nations sovereignty 
was not on the table,” Hilland said. 
“And to participate in the process, 
First Nations had to agree not to 
litigate against either [the federal 
or provincial] Crown.”  She warned 
that “a treaty is only as good as it 
is interpreted” and advised nego-
tiators to ask themselves, “Why 

is the other party involved? What 
are they trying to get from you? … 
Do you trust the people that you’re 
signing with enough that it means 
anything?”

Rueben Berg, co-chair of the 
First Peoples’ Assembly of Victoria, 
said that despite the Opposition’s 
withdrawal of support, First Nations 
people are in a “strong position” for 
a treaty with the state of Victoria 
thanks to “powerful agreements” 
already reached regarding the 
treaty process, leading to the estab-
lishment of the Treaty Authority 
to mediate negotiations. He said 
his ideal treaty in Victoria would 
enable Indigenous people to “be 
able to take control of decisions that 
directly aff ect their communities 
… to do with land, and water, and 
heritage, language, and cultural 
protocols.” He expects the treaty 

will “provide an opportunity to 
hold government accountable to 
their obligations.”

The panellists concurred that 
although indigenous activists are 
usually the ones campaigning for it, 
a treaty is benefi cial for the whole 
community, as it provides a legiti-
mate basis for the authority of the 
government.  Berg stressed that this 
is something that treaty campaign-
ers need to be able to communicate 
to be eff ective in their messaging.
Waight concluded the event with a 
call for donations to VALS, saying 
that 15 per cent of the organisation’s 
online donations for 2023 were 
received on Invasion Day. Donations 
can be made at vals.org.au/
donate. 

There are still calls for Howard 
to face an inquiry.
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All people, all countries, all 
individuals must stand together ... 

on this planet we call home.

Building a community with 
a shared future for mankind

A Chinese proposal to solve 
global challenges for a better future

Long Dingbin
Chinese Consul General in Perth

The year 2023 has just passed, 
while the globe is gradually 
emerging from the haze of 
COVID-19 pandemic, the world 
is neither peaceful nor tranquil 
with weak economic recovery, 
frequent regional confl icts, 
intensifying climate change, 
and widening develop ment 
gaps. Human development 
faces unprecedented major 
challenges.

As early as 2013, Chinese Presi-
dent Xi Jinping propounded the 
idea of building a community with a 
shared future for mankind, answer-
ing a question raised by the times: 
“Where is humanity headed?”

The Central Conference on 
Work Relating to Foreign Aff airs 
held at the end of 2023 systemat-
ically elaborated and comprehen-
sively summarised the practices 
of building a community with a 
shared future for mankind over 
the past 10 years, providing a more 
systematic and comprehensive 
Chinese proposal to solve global 
challenges and create a better 
future for mankind.

I had the honour of return-
ing to China to participate in the 
annual work conference for over-
seas envoys to foreign countries in 
2023, and I would like to take this 
opportunity to share the following 
views with my own experience, so 
as to enhance understanding of this 
Chinese concept, and to promote 
China-Australia relations for a 
better future.

HOW TO UNDERSTAND 
BUILDING A COMMUNITY 
WITH A SHARED FUTURE 

FOR MANKIND
To build a global community 

with a shared future for mankind, 
as its name implies, all peoples, all 
countries, and all individuals – our 
destinies being interconnected – 
must stand together in adversity 
and through thick and thin, navi-
gating towards greater harmony on 
this planet that we call home. We 
should endeavour to build an open, 
inclusive, clean and beautiful world 
that enjoys lasting peace, universal 
security, and common prosperity, 
turning people’s longing for a better 
life into reality.

The concept of building a com-
munity with a shared future for 
mankind has deep roots in China’s 
profound cultural heritage and its 
unique experience of modernis-
ation. It carries forward the dip-
lomatic traditions of the People’s 
Republic of China and draws on 
the outstanding achievements of 
all other civilisations.

To build a community with a 
shared future for mankind is not to 
replace one system or civilisation 
with another. Instead, it is about 
countries with diff erent social sys-
tems, ideologies, histories, cultures, 
and levels of development coming 
together for shared interests, shared 
rights, and shared responsibilities 
in global aff airs, and creating the 
greatest synergy for building a 
better world.

WHY DO WE NEED TO 
BUILD A COMMUNITY WITH 

A SHARED FUTURE FOR 
MANKIND?

This is an era of promise, and 
an era of challenges. At yet another 
crossroads in history, we have to 
choose between unity and division, 
between opening up and closing off , 
between cooperation and confron-
tation. With the overall interests of 
humanity at stake, this choice tests 
the wisdom of all countries.

Standing at a crossroads, 
humanity is faced with two oppos-
ing options. One is to revert to the 
Cold War mentality that deepens 
division and antagonism and stokes 
confrontation between blocs. The 
other is to act for the common 
well-being of humanity, strengthen 
solidarity and cooperation, advo-
cate openness and win-win results, 
and promote equality and respect. 
The tug of war between these two 
options will shape the future of 
humanity and our planet in a pro-
found way. 

It is precisely the latter path 
that China has chosen – joining 

hands to build a community with 
a shared future for mankind.

In the face of common chal-
lenges, no person or country can 
remain isolated. The only response 
is to work together in harmony and 
unity. All countries must realise that 
we are not steering our own small 
boats at sea, but rather a large ship 
with a common destiny. Only by 
joining hands to build a community 
with a shared future for mankind 
can we tide over the diffi  culties 
and create a better future together.

TO BUILD A COMMUNITY 
WITH A SHARED FUTURE 

FOR MANKIND, WHAT ARE 
CHINA’S PROPOSALS 

AND ACTIONS?
China calls for an equal and 

orderly multipolar world and a 
universally benefi cial and inclusive 
economic globalisation.

An equal and orderly multipolar 
world is one in which all countries, 
regardless of size, are treated as 
equals, hegemonism and power 
politics are rejected, democracy 
is truly promoted in international 
relations and true multilateralism 
must be practiced.

A universally benefi cial and 
inclusive economic globalisation 
is one that meets the common 
needs of all countries, especially 
the developing countries, fi rmly 
promotes trade and investment 
liberalisation and facilitation and 
makes economic globalisation more 
open, inclusive, balanced and ben-
efi cial to all.

China has not only been 

advocating a community with a 
shared future for mankind, but also 
put it into practice. From bilateral 
to multilateral and from regional to 
global dimensions, ground-breaking 
results have been achieved on every 
front. The Belt and Road Initiative, 
the Global Development Initiative, 
the Global Security Initiative, and 
the Global Civilization Initiative 
have taken root and borne fruit, 
bringing prosperity and stability to 
the world and creating substantive 
benefi ts for the people.

China’s GDP grew by 5.2 per 
cent in 2023, contributing more 
than 30 per cent of the world’s 
economic growth. China remains 
an important engine of global 
development.

Building a community with a 
shared future for mankind has been 
included in the resolutions of the 
United Nations General Assembly 
for seven consecutive years and in 
the resolutions or declarations of 
multilateral mechanisms such as the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organization 
(SCO) and the BRICS countries. 
The concept of a community with 
a shared future for mankind has 
become more and more infl uential 
and inspirational, forging a broad 
international consensus on joining 
hands to build a better world.

Promoting new development of 
China-Australia relations with the 
concept of building a community 
with a shared future for mankind.

The Central Conference on 
Work Relating to Foreign Aff airs 
held at the end of 2023 has point-
ed out the direction for China’s 

diplomacy and is of great signifi -
cance in guiding the healthy and 
stable development of China-
Australia relations. 

This year marks the 10th anni-
versary of the establishment of the 
China-Australia Comprehensive 
Strategic Partnership, and the 
development of China-Australia 
relation faces important opportu-
nities. We are ready to strengthen 
dialogue and exchanges with all 
walks of life in Australia, join hands 
in promoting the building of a com-
munity with a shared future for 
mankind, and make unremitting 
eff orts to realise common prosper-
ity and development and promote 
the progress of the world.

As WA’s largest trading partner, 
China is the largest buyer of WA’s 
iron ore, gold, lithium, wheat, and 
mineral sands. The recent inaugural 
direct fl ight between Shanghai and 
Perth by China Eastern Airlines has 
made it even more convenient for 
people to travel between China and 
Western Australia.

My colleagues and I will do 
our utmost to take the concept of 
building a community with a shared 
future for mankind as our guide, 
and the continued improvement 
of China-Australia relation as an 
opportunity to promote exchanges 
and cooperation between China and 
WA in various fi elds, including the 
economy, business, energy, tourism 
and people-to-people exchanges, so 
as to contribute to the comprehen-
sive strategic partnership between 
the two countries towards a brighter 
future. 

Chinese Consul General HE Long Dingbin delivering his speech for the Chinese New Year, the year of the Dragon, at the Chinese Consulate in Perth, 
Sunday 4 February 2024. Photo: Vinnie Molina.
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Op-Ed: Yang Henjun and 
the fury of the Australian state

William Briggs

The fury that has been unleashed 
by the Australian government, state 
and media following the sentencing 
of Yang Hengjun in Beijing deserves 
some thought. He must be innocent. 
Penny Wong says so, Shadow Foreign 
Minister Simon Birmingham says so, 
Peter Hartcher, in The Age and Syd-
ney Morning Herald says so. Case 
dismissed.

The possibility that he just might have 
been guilty has never been an issue. The 
Australian public are assured that he was 
innocent. End of story. The case was not 
conducted in open trial. This is used to ‘prove’ 
that the dark hand of the Chinese Commu-
nist Party is at work, and, by implication, 
that an innocent man would necessarily be 
sentenced.

The Chinese have pointed out that the 
trial was handled in strict accordance with 
the law. They have reminded the furious 
West that Yang’s rights were respected, that 
he had access to Australian consular offi  cials 
throughout the process and that Australian 
offi  cials were able to sit in on the sentencing. 

The Chinese also pointed out that the 
charges involved state secrets and that the 
trial dated back to 2021. Such cases, under 
Chinese law, are not heard in public. They 
did not make an issue of the fact that closed 
trials around espionage cases are common 
practice around the world. Perhaps they 
should have, but given the level of commen-
tary from the Australian media and from the 
denunciations from government, it would 
have been unlikely to have been reported.

The trial process where defendants are 
charged with espionage or similar off ences 
are covered in the USA under their Foreign 
Intelligence Surveillance courts. Any disclo-
sure of information from these closed trials 
is strictly prohibited. The UK resumed secret 
trials in 2014. Australia is no diff erent. All the 
tub-thumping about democratic rights and 
standing against communism or autocracy 
is shown to be hypocrisy.

Had the Yang trial been held before 
public scrutiny, then the same defenders of 
democratic values would have been labelling 
the process a ‘show trial.’

Yang Hengjun; guilty or not? Who can 
say? His story since leaving China and the 
Chinese Communist Party, fi rst for Australia 
and then the USA before returning to his 
former homeland is interesting. A former 
party cadre, working in the ministry of 
State Security and Foreign Aff airs, became 
a committed blogger. His PhD thesis is on 
the impact of pro-democracy blogging activi-
ties in China. He then sets about produc-
ing a claimed ten million words in on-line 
campaigning for constitutional democracy 
in China. He then moved to the USA, fi rst 
as an academic and then working with a 
Chinese import-export company. He also 
found time to become a sort of Chinese John 
LeCarre, writing spy novels set in China, 
after returning to China to devote himself 
to pro-democracy activism.

It is impossible for us to know whether 
Yang is guilty or not. We do not have the 
special superhero powers of Penny Wong, or 
Simon Birmingham, or Peter Hartcher. But 
they know and that’s all that matters. 

Health Care running out 
in Southern Gaza

Three US soldiers killed 
and 34 wounded 

on Syria-Jordan Border

‘Life saving’
Aid groups urge Australia to back International Court of Justice on Gaza

Health services at Nasser Hospital in 
Khan Younis, Gaza, have collapsed, 
announced Doctors Without Borders 
(MSF) on 26 January. In the absence 
of a ceasefi re, hospitals and health 
centres in southern and central Gaza 
are facing a fate similar to those in 
the North. After prolonged sieges by 
Israeli Occupation Forces (IOF), evacu-
ation orders were issued for the areas 
where hospitals are located, forcing 
health personnel, patients, and dis-
placed people to leave. 

Those who stay behind face the risk of 
being shot or kidnapped when the IOF storm 
the grounds. Over 300 patients, unable to 
evacuate from Nasser Hospital, along with a 
handful of staff , are exposed to such danger.

An MSF nurse still at Nasser Hospital 
described how surgical gauze is running 
out, preventing health workers from sharing 

resources across hospital rooms. To save 
supplies, nurses and doctors are now reus-
ing the same gauze on multiple patients.

“They use it once, they squeeze out the 
blood, wash it, sterilize it, and reuse it with 
another patient,” the nurse explained.

Even before the MSF announcement, 
the situation at Nasser Hospital was dire. 
The World Health Organization warned 
about reports indicating that health workers 
at Nasser were digging graves on hospital 
grounds, anticipating many dead with no 
alternative way to care for the bodies. The 
current situation, coupled with overcrowd-
ed shelters and inadequate sanitation, is 
contributing to growing cases of infectious 
disease. Hepatitis A alone has seen a 16-fold 
increase in suspected cases compared to 
November 2023. 
Globetrotter 

At least three US soldiers were killed 
and 34 were wounded in an attack on 
a US outpost near the Syria-Jordan 
border on 28 January.

The Islamic Resistance Forces in Iraq 
claimed responsibility for the attacks, also 
claiming that they had targeted at least two 
other US bases in Syria and Iraq and one 
Israeli base on the same day.

This is the fi rst time US soldiers have 
been killed in over 150 attacks carried out 
by various resistance forces in the region 
since 7 October.

The Islamic Resistance Forces is a 
constituent of the Hashd al-Shaabi or the 
Popular Mobilization Forces (PMF) in Iraq. 
It has been targeting U.S. bases in the region 
in solidarity with the Palestinian resistance 
to Israel in Gaza.

The PMF, also a part of “the Axis of 
Resistance” against US imperialism and 
colonial projects in the region, holds the 
US directly responsible for the killing of 
Palestinians, as the country has provided 
military and diplomatic support to the Israeli 
war machine.

PMF has demanded that the US stop sup-
porting the Israeli war in Gaza and withdraw 
all its troops from the region.

US forces have retaliated against some 
of the attacks. One such US strike in the fi rst 
week of January had killed one senior com-
mander of the PMF, Hajj Moshtaq Taleb al-
Saidi (Abou Taqwa) in Baghdad. In a similar 
attack, a PMF training centre was destroyed 
last week. 

A coalition of aid groups have 
written to Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese and Foreign 
Aff airs Minister Penny Wong 
urging them to publicly back 
an interim International Court 
of Justice (ICJ) ruling that the 
state of Israel prevent possible 
acts of genocide in Gaza.

The letter from peak body Aus-
tralian Council For International 
Development (ACFID) – signed 
by organisations including Oxfam 
Australia, Plan International Aus-
tralia, ActionAid Australia and 
Caritas Australia – also calls on 

the government to ensure Australia 
adheres to rules it is bound to under 
the Genocide Convention and Arms 
Trade Treaty.

“We are deeply concerned 
about the humanitarian crisis in 
Gaza being further perpetuated 
by the defunding of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency 
for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), 
including by Australia” ACFID CEO 
Marc Purcell said.

“The foreign aid community 
is also calling on the government 
to  ensure it complies with the 
Arms Trade Treaty, by ensuring 

Australian defence exports are 
not being used to carry out severe 
human rights abuses.

“It is vital that Australia uses 
its voice and infl uence to publicly 
back the recent ICJ ruling in favour 
of emergency measures to stop 
the war. As previously stated by 
Minister Wong: “The International 
Court of Justice plays a critical role 
in upholding international law and 
the rules-based order.”

“We are urging the federal gov-
ernment to do everything possible 
to ensure an immediate end to the 
war between the state of Israel and 

Hamas to aid critical humanitarian 
access and reconstruction of the 
decimated enclave.”

The letter also urges the govern-
ment to support new funding worth 
$100 million to Gaza and the West 
Bank, including for Australian non-
government organisations on the 
ground. It also calls for a doubling 
of the Humanitarian Emergency 
Fund to $300m to accurately refl ect 
the growing number and scale of 
disasters in Australia’s region and 
beyond.

“Palestinian civilians in Gaza 
are already facing starvation, 

famine, and outbreaks of disease. 
Without the critical support of 
UNRWA, the appalling humanitar-
ian situation will continue deterio-
rating,” Purcell said.

“It is imperative the Australian 
government considers the allega-
tions against a small number of 
the agency’s 13,000 employees 
in the context of the catastrophic 
consequences of withholding life 
saving aid to Palestinian civilians, 
including children.”
The Australian Council for 
International Development 
(ACFID) 
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Marcus Browning

27 February will mark the 
liberation of the Nazi death 
camp at Owicim. Although 
located in the Polish province 
of Galicia, the site will forever 
be known by its German name 
of Auschwitz.

Estimates of the total number of 
people who perished at Auschwitz 
vary from 1,000,000 to 2,500,000. 
What proportion were Jewish also 
varies from half to two thirds, but 
whatever it was it is surely horrifi c.

But while various European 
government leaders and news-
paper editorial writers all over 
the world were busy denouncing 
anti-Semitism and expressing their 
abhorrence of the Holocaust, cer-
tain basic facts were glossed over, 
distorted, or just plain ignored.

Mostly glossed over was the 
fact that Auschwitz was liber-
ated, on that wintry 27 January in 
1945, by the advancing Red Army, 
which at colossal cost in men and 
materiel had destroyed the Nazi 
war machine.

The Red Army found only 
7650 survivors still in the camp. 
The Nazis had removed the other 
remaining prisoners ten days earlier 
to Dachau, Mauthausen, and other 
camps in Germany.

Ignored is the fact that Nazi 
extermination was not limited to 
the Jews. They began by murder-
ing the Communists, Socialists, 
and trade union activists.

They went on to kill Gypsies, 
and the mentally ill. Then the Jews, 
and then the “Bolshevik submen” 
of Eastern Europe.

In fact, taking account of the 
activities of the Nazis’ special 
punitive units employing mobile 
gas chamber vans, fl ame throw-
ers for burning alive populations 
of entire villages, and other such 
refi ned barbarisms, millions of 
Slavs – Russians, Poles, Ukrain-
ians, Byelorussians – were also 
systematically exterminated by 
Hitler’s brown plague.

It is not downplaying the appall-
ing genocide against the Jews to 
ask why the simultaneous genocide 
against so many Slavs and others 
is passed over.

The Nazis regarded their “non-
Aryan” victims as sub-human, and 
therefore as undeserving of any 
pity or humanitarian concern. The 
bestiality that German military and 
police were encouraged to practice 
could be given free rein with such 
“creatures.”

Ignored most assiduously, too, 
is the fact that the death camps were 
not only about killing people, about 
the “fi nal solution.” They were about 
profi t and big business.

Auschwitz was in fact a com-
plex of three neighbouring camps. 
Auschwitz I was the smallest and 
built fi rst (opened in April 1940). 
It was used mainly for political 
prisoners.

Auschwitz II is the well-known 
death camp near the village of 
Birkenau, opened in October 1941. 
Auschwitz III, near the village of 
Dwory, was from May 1942 a slave 
labour camp.

Auschwitz III supplied slave 
workers for the large chemical 
and synthetic-rubber works of 
IG Farben conveniently located 
nearby. IG Farben also made lots 
of money supplying the German 
government with the poison gas 
used in the extermination chambers 
of Auschwitz II and other camps.

Prisoners arriving at Auschwitz 
were separated into those who were 
fi t for work and those who were not. 
The old, the ill, and children were 
put in the latter category.

These were sent off to be 
starved, hanged, shot, or gassed 
to death, their clothes, hair, gold 
teeth, and other meagre possessions 
appropriated to swell the coff ers of 
the Reich.

The others, the “lucky” ones, 
were sent to the forced labour 
camp. Here, as with all the unfor-
tunates (especially those from the 
East) forced to do slave labour in 
Germany or the occupied territo-
ries, they were offi  cially “worked 
to death” (in accordance with a 
protocol of 18 September 1942, 
between Himmler and Minister of 
Justice Thierack).

The Nuremberg indictments 
rightly described this exploitation 
as being based on “the concept of 
extermination.”

An order issued by Germany’s 

Plenipotentiary General for Man-
power, Sauckel, said that all foreign 
workers assigned to forced labour 
“must be fed, sheltered and treated 
in such a way as to exploit them 
to the highest possible extent at 
the lowest conceivable degrees of 
expenditure.”

Quintessential capitalism, 
really. They would introduce such 
a system everywhere if only the 
workers wouldn’t object.

All the big German corpora-
tions clamoured for access to slave 
labour – whether the slave labour 
of the camps or the shipments of 
slave workers provided direct from 
occupied countries to German 
employers.

Making the link between exploi-
tation and genocide quite clear was 
a special order issued on 12 June  
1944: “Army Group Centre has the 
intention to apprehend 40,000 - 
50,000 youths at the ages of ten 
to fourteen who are in the army 
territory and to transport them to 
the Reich.

“It is intended to allot these 
juveniles primarily to the German 
trades as apprentices to be used 
as skilled workers after two years’ 
training… . This Action is aimed 
not only at preventing a direct rein-
forcement of the enemy’s military 
strength but also at a reduction 
of his biological potentialities as 
viewed from the perspective of 
the future.”

“A reduction of [the enemy’s] 
biological potentialities” – as neat 
a description of genocide as you 
could fi nd.

Auschwitz was not the only 
German death camp. And if the 
Soviet Army had not beaten the crap 
out of the Nazi war machine, the 
Hitlerites had plans for even bigger 
death camps across the USSR.

The blueprints were already 
drawn up for camps that would 
dwarf Auschwitz, both in numbers 
exterminated and – above all – in 
the number of slave labourers who 
would be put to work there.

The Soviet people and their 
Army put paid to these nightmarish 
schemes, at an unimaginable cost.

When they liberated Auschwitz, 
they liberated us all. 

YEMEN: According to a joint statement from Australia, 
Bahrein, Denmark, Canada, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
the United Kingdom, and the United States, strikes were 
conducted against 36 targets across 13 locations in Yemen. 
British and American forces used more than 24 aircraft in 
the strikes directed against the Ansar Allah (the Houthis offi -
cial name) military installations and launch sites. While the 
US and the UK conducted the strikes, Australia, Bahrein, 
Canada, Denmark, the Netherlands, and New Zealand pro-
vided support. The strikes had limited effect as they did not 
undermine the Houthis’ resolve to continue their support 
for Palestinian people by attacking their enemies. Millions 
of people in Yemen gather every Friday in public places to 
express solidarity with the Palestinians. The Houthis also 
threatened to sabotage a network of underwater cables in 
the Red Sea which are critical for the Internet functioning 
and the transmission of military and fi nancial data.

USA: The US Senate released the $118 billion proposed 
deal on border security, including money for Israel and 
Ukraine. The draft text of the bill proposes 60 billion in 
additional aid for Ukraine and 14 billion for Israel. Ukraine 
will be provided with military training, intelligence sharing, 
increased US presence in the European Command area of 
responsibility and other US support activities till December 
2024. Joe Biden urged Congress to swiftly pass the bill.

EUROPE: Eurostat data shows that European Union coun-
tries had to pay some 165 billion euros extra for natural 
gas over the past 20 months. Cutting themselves off from 
cheap, dependable Russian pipeline gas meant that they 
had to spend over four times more than before they had 
imposed sanctions on Russia. The countries which prof-
ited most by taking advantage of the situation were the 
US, Britain, and Norway. Despite reduced supply, Russia 
earned 14 billion US due to price increases.

EL SALVADOR: El Salvador’s leader Bukele claimed vic-
tory in Presidential elections. “According to our fi gures, we 
won the presidential election with over 85 per cent of the 
vote and won at least 58 of the 60 seats in the Legislative 
Assembly,” Bukele wrote on X/Twitter. This will be his sec-
ond term.

ECUADOR: The Russian food safety regulator has par-
tially banned imports of bananas from Ecuador. The ban 
targets fi ve exporters and came into effect on 5 February. 
In a separate move, the regulator also banned imports of 
Ecuadorian carnations, which are brought into Russia via 
the Netherlands, Germany, Latvia, and Lithuania. In both 
cases either pests or plant disease were the stated reason 
for the bans. However, the bans came days after Ecuador’s 
president Danial Noboa announced plans to send Soviet/
Russian-made military equipment to the United States to 
be exchanged for new US-made weapons, violating exist-
ing agreements which do not allow Ecuador to transfer 
Russian-made and supplied equipment to a third party with-
out permission from Russia. The US interest in getting the 
old Russian stock was simple – it will be sent to Ukraine. 
President Noboa claimed that the military equipment was 
“scrap” metal. As a result, Ecuador seems to have lost 
lucrative banana sales which used to bring in $698 million 
a year.
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Auschwitz – the main entrance. Photo: Paul Arps. – fl ickr.com (CC BY 2.0)
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Contemporary non-fi ction

Method and Madness: The 
Hidden Story of Israel’s 
Assaults on Gaza
Norman G Finkelstein (2014)
“One to consider given the current 
context. Finkelstein is a long-time 
scholar of apartheid in Palestine. 
This text is now a little out-of-date 
(e.g., in discussing media), but 
provides a solid overview of Israeli 
terror in Gaza during the later 
Obama years. The call to peaceful 
resistance at the conclusion of 
the book feels quite out of place 
given the realities of the current 
situation.”

The Ethnic Cleansing of 
Palestine
Ilan Pappé (2006)
“A relatively concise history 
of the ethnic cleansing, with a 
very strong focus on the Nakba. 
This text is incredibly relevant in 

understanding the horrors infl icted 
in Gaza and the West Bank today. 
The anecdote of the Palestinian 
village “gift from god” being turned 
into an Israeli rubbish dump was a 
striking lowlight. A must-read.”

Everyday Life in the North 
Korean Revolution
Suzy Kim (2013)
“An engaging and readable 
book, written in short but linked 
sections. Kim outlines the reality 
of life during the early Korean 
Revolution (prior to the Korean 
War), doing a lot with a relatively 
narrow set of sources (a product 
of the squashing of historical 
memory on both sides of the 
border and Korean social norms 
– the author interviewed men who 
participated in the Revolution, but 
couldn’t get women to agree to 
speak to her). In all, this is one of 
the best histories of this period 
written in English. It does not get 

bogged down at all in the politics 
of modern Korea and associated 
anti-communism. Within its scope 
it provides great detail, particularly 
on the experience of women. A 
must-read for anyone interested 
in Korean, post-colonial, and/or 
socialist history.”

Classics

Unequal Exchange and 
the Prospects of Socialism
Communist Working Group (1988)
“This is a very good introductory 
text on the concept of unequal 
exchange and the third-worldist 
position on communist work 
in the Global North. It’s use of 
research and the works of Arghiri 
Emmanual (the thinker behind 
unequal exchange theory as we 
know it) is pretty unimpeachable. 
Despite being over 30 years old, it 
remains relevant and interesting. 

The emphasis the authors put on 
excluding socialist nations from 
the analysis (as tangential to 
the capitalist world-system) has 
improved its ongoing applicability 
but also compounds what a loss 
the Soviet Union was. It’s at 
its best in elucidating unequal 
exchange in an easily digestible 
manner. Its prescriptions are 
interesting, though as dour as 
many Maoist or Third-Worldist 
texts.”

Distant Star
Roberto Bolaño (1996)
“Distant Star is short and simple, 
but impactful. Set at the end of the 
Allende government, the story is 
engagingly strange, fi lled with the 
dark humour and cynicism that 
make Bolaño’s writings so unique 
and great. Particularly if you 
engage with the text outside of 
the ‘serial killer’ analysis and more 
as the revelation of the actually-
existing brutality of Pinochet’s 
military, the narrative is deep, 
meaningful and sharp.”

Out of Italy
Fernand Braudel (1989)
“This is a good introduction to 
Braudel’s writings on the longue 
durée, outlining the economic, 
social and cultural role of Italy in 
the development of Europe and, 
relatedly, the world-system from 
1450 through 1650. If you’ve ever 
planned to read Civilization and 
Capitalism, or any of Braudel’s 
other works, this is a good primer 
on his style and Mediterranean 
fetishism.”

Ten Days That Shook The 
World
John Reed (1919)

“A masterpiece. It is no surprise 
whatever that Reed was afforded 
a hero’s burial in the Soviet 
Union – its reputation as the 
preeminent eyewitness history of 
the Revolution is well-deserved. 
Ten Days That Shook The World 
is one of the most compelling 
fi rst-hand histories available. It is 
removed enough from the central 
political fi gures of the Revolution 
to provide a broad outline of the 
happenings in Petrograd and 
Moscow during the periods that 
Reed was present, but also moves 
with an engaging pace, picking 
up the key events in October as 
it goes. It strikes a great balance 
between a general and people’s 
history – a must read for anyone 
with an interest.”

WHAT’S STREAMING

Fail Safe vs Dr Strangelove | 
The Same But Different
Aaron at the Movies on 
YouTube. https://youtu.be/
FCchV4LEQZU?si=VPySsn-yil9-h9UA. 
Fail Safe and Dr. Strangelove 
were released in 1964 after the 
Cuban Missile Crisis (October 
1962) and the assassination of 
President John F Kennedy (22 
November 1963). These events 
had greatly impacted the American 
audience, who saw both fi lms 
with these events in mind. It was 
the height of the Cold War and 
there was a real threat of nuclear 
annihilation.

Dr Strangelove, a satire based 
on the 1958 novel Red Alert is a 
Stanley Kurbrick classic. Fail Safe, 
based on Fail-Safe by Eugene 
Harvey and Burdick Wheeler, was 
directed by Sidney Lumet. It is a 
far more serious fi lm, not seeing 

any comedy in the situation of 
atomic war. Both fi lms have the 
same premise, that the US bombs 
the USSR which immediately 
retaliates causing mutual 
destruction.

Both fi lms end in the annihilation 
of both super powers. Personally, 
I have always preferred Fail Safe, 
for its brilliant cinematography 
and its serious message. The 
documentary examines both 
fi lms and gives an interesting 
background to why today, 
Kubrick’s fi lm is well known but 
Lumet’s fi lm is largely forgotten.

(Dr Strangelove, a Kubrick classic 
black comedy, is now streaming 
on SBS on demand)

The War on Democracy 
John Pilger
YouTube
Legendary Australian documentary 
fi lmmaker, John Pilger, did 
a series of interviews on US 
interventions in Latin America, in 
The War on Democracy (2007). 
Rather than spreading democracy 
the US undermines it, as part of its 
geopolitical aims to ensure that US 
corporations are given free reign 
and given total economic control 
of the region. The documentary 
begins with Venezuela and 
President Hugo Chavez’s 
Bolivarian Revolution. It looks at 
the 2002 attempted coup, through 
archival fi lm. The highlight is an 
interview with Duane Clarridge, 
senior operations offi cer for the 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) 
in the Latin American division from 
1981 to 1987 and a key fi gure in 

the Iran-Contra affair, who tells 
Pilger the world has to get used to 
US invasions. A comment which 
sadly has not dated.

The Search for the Palace 
Letters
ABCiview
For years both the Australian 
government and the British 
monarchy colluded to keep an 
important piece of Australia’s 
recent history from public view. 
This documentary tells the 
story of historian Professor 
Jenny Hocking’s legal battle to 
uncover what the supposedly 
above-politics monarch and the 
Australian Governor General had 
written to each other about at 
the time a democratically elected 
government was dismissed by the 
Queen’s representative.

WORTH READING
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When nannies raise the children
E Lennon
Throughout much of the world, there are many parents 
employing the use of migrant workers to bring up their 
children. 

As a nanny working in France, I’ve seen fi rsthand the com-
mon sight of migrant women waiting at school pick-up. They 
come from many different regions, often from African and 
Southeast Asian countries.

A couple of months ago, I got talking with a woman from the 
Philippines who told me that she had migrated to France with-
out papers in the mid-2000s. She had struggled until fi nally 
getting a visa in 2014, but the process of renewing her visa 
hangs over her head every time it’s due. 

Many well-off families employ the services of migrant work-
ers because they see it as a cheaper form of childcare than 
placing their children in centres. It also means their children 
will have one-on-one supervision and attention when parents 
aren’t there. It doesn’t hurt too that the parents can and will 
lean on these workers to go above and beyond in their role 
as nanny, often expecting them to perform additional duties 
around the house outside of their responsibilities.

For many nannies, their work often means they care for 
employers’ children at the cost of leaving their own children 
and family behind in their home country. Many migrant nan-
nies feel the pressure to send money back home on top of 
trying to cover their own living expenses. While some may 
fi nd a ‘good’ family, more often than not migrant nannies are 
forced to work for terrible wages and some suffer abuse. 

Early this year, many migrant workers in France held their 
breath as politicians debated over proposed immigration law 
changes. In late January, the majority of the bill was deemed 
unconstitutional and much of the legislation was struck out. 
France’s Constitutional Council scrapped parts of the bill that 
would have delayed access to social benefi ts, introduced 
migration caps, and made it harder for workers to bring their 
families to France. 

While these changes were rejected, it doesn’t spell an end to 
the right’s political agenda in France. The immigration bill was 
still passed through the parliament before it was somewhat 
defanged by the Constitutional Council. 

We see the ruling class and the wealthiest people profi t off 
the surplus labour value of migrant workers. These same 
people are then the ones who make life even harder for the 
people they are exploiting by creating and lobbying for laws 
that strip away their protections and social support.

In some extreme situations, domestic workers fi nd them-
selves in what the UK government has recognised as slavery 
exploitation.

In a documentary by Channel 4 released in 2023, journalists 
followed volunteers in London from The Voice of Domestic 
Workers as they made multiple rescues. 

Families will go so far as to withhold passports to keep the 
workers trapped in these situations. These women face coer-
cion, abuse, and sexual assault. They are terrifi ed to try and 
leave out of fear of retaliation.

Abuse and exploitation of migrant nannies manifests itself in 
many ways. As nefarious as it is, unfortunately it is also very 
common. You can see it in action at daily school pick-up time. 
It is a challenge to help women in these situations but increas-
ingly, there have been efforts by activists and grassroots 
campaigns to advocate for nannies and raise awareness on 
the issue. 

Half the Sky
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Prabhat Patnaik

At the Johannesburg summit 
of the BRICS countries, it was 
decided to expand the group 
beyond its original fi ve – Bra-
zil, Russia, India, China, and 
South Africa – to include six 
more countries. These are: 
Argentina, Egypt, Iran, Ethi-
opia, Saudi Arabia, and the 
United Arab Emirates.

Many have seen BRICS as an 
attempt on the part of some large 
countries, excluded from ‘the high 
table’ of imperialist countries, to 
assert themselves and play a more 
signifi cant role in world aff airs, a 
role in keeping with what they think 
they deserve.

In this situation of crisis, the old 
international institutions appear 
singularly inadequate, and the 
imperialist countries seem quite 
incapable of modifying them or 
making new institutional innova-
tions to cope with the situation. 
BRICS appears in this context as 
an innovation of promise. The 
popularity of BRICS in other words 
is a manifestation of the crisis, an 
expression of lack of confi dence in 
the capacity of the imperial arrange-
ment that has existed till now, to 
cope with the crisis.

This does not make BRICS an 
anti-imperialist grouping. Some 
countries within it are no doubt 
anti-imperialist, but Egypt, Ethio-
pia, Saudi Arabia, and the UAE can 
by no stretch of imagination be said 
to be revolting against imperialism 
by joining BRICS. While not anti-
imperialist, they are looking at an 
alternative arrangement of prom-
ise which they think can provide 
them with crucial support in the 
days to come.

In the expanded BRICS that 
exists now there are three distinct 
kinds of countries (these are not 
mutually exclusive): countries 
against which imperialism has 
imposed unilateral sanctions or 
punitive protectionist measures, 
oil and natural gas-producing 
countries, and countries that are 
already experiencing hardships 
in the midst of the current world 
crisis or are likely to do so. China, 
Russia and Iran exemplify the fi rst 
category, Russia, Iran, Saudi Arabia, 
and the UAE exemplify the second, 
and Egypt, Ethiopia, Argentina 
the third (with Brazil and India 
being worried about the unfold-
ing crisis and keen on alternative 
arrangements).

There has been much discus-
sion among Left circles in member 

countries about what exactly BRICS 
means for imperialism. Some argue 
that while it is anti-imperialist, it is 
not anti-capitalist; but even to call 
it anti-imperialist is a gross over-
statement. A grouping with leaders 
like Modi (of India), Mohammed 
bin Salman (of Saudi Arabia), and 
Sisi (of Egypt) cannot possibly be 
called anti-imperialist. What it does, 
however, is weaken, at least to some 
extent, the monopoly stranglehold 
of imperialist institutions on the 
world economy; and that certainly 
is a positive development.

It does not itself constitute 
a blow against imperialism, but 
it creates a setting that is more 
favourable for the working people 
of the world to strike a blow against 
imperialism.
Edited for reasons of space: the 
larger article delves into more detail 
about problems of currency and 
trade in the BRICS arrangement

[Prabhat Patnaik is a renowned 
Indian Marxist economist and 
political commentator. This article 
is reproduced from People’s 
Democracy, the English-language 
weekly newspaper of the Communist 
Party of India (Marxist).] 
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The recent Communist Party 
Organising Conference in 
Sydney this January coincided 
with the 100th anniversary 
of Lenin’s death. As part of 
a celebration of Lenin’s life, 
Comrade David Matters gave 
an illuminating presentation on 
Lenin’s ideas and their use for 
communists today. We present 
excerpts here. 
Leninism is the application of 
Marxism from the universal to 
the specifi c.

From a concrete study and 
practice in a localised context Lenin 
universalised Marxism. He fused 
his practice of Marxism in Russia 
by restoring the revolutionary con-
tent of Marxism. He advanced the 
development of Marx and Engels’ 
revolutionary theory, rescuing Marx 
and Engels from the clutches of the 
Opportunists. 

Lenin opened the path towards 
human liberation.

...
He advanced and consolidated 

the organising principles estab-
lished by Marx and Engels to lead 
the advanced class in its historic 
mission to liberate humanity from  
blind chance. 

The understanding that free-
dom is gained through understand-
ing necessity

Lenin is relevant today. There 
is no possibility of a socialist 
revolution without the practice of 
Leninism. The attempts to present 
non-Marxist Ideas as Marxism have 
resulted in disastrous outcomes for 
the people of the world.

...

NATIONAL 
QUESTION

On the National Question, it is 
because of Lenin’s work that the 
Communist Party has placed so 
much importance on the National 
Liberation struggle of our first 
nations people.

There will be no socialist revolu-
tion in Australia without combating 

and overcoming the white suprema-
cist approach of colonialism.

Self-determination reflects 
through the essentially bourgeois 
democratic reforms of land rights, 
land Councils recognition of coun-
try unity of our class is not possible 
without support of our class for 
these rights. These are the essentials 
that form the basis of Leninism.

...
Lenin’s work The Right of 

Nations to self-determination set 
forth a clear class policy that links 
the workers of oppressed nation-
alities with the workers of the 
oppressed nationality. Not giving 
way to bourgeois nationalism or to 
Social Chauvinism as the essential 
to unity of all workers.

Lenin grasped the class strug-
gle as the motive force of social 
development.

...
To understand this analysis of 

the class struggle is to grasp Lenin-
ism. It is not the blind repetition of 
formulas but a concrete analysis of 
the emerging struggle.

Leninism is the philosophical 
foundation of the working class. 
It is the scientifi c application of 
Marxism to the task of liberating 
the working class and advancing 
the new society.

...
Lenin raises the importance of 

the theory of Scientifi c Socialism 
(Marxism) as the guide to revolu-
tionary action; the unity of theory 
and practice.

The development of a party 
of the class steeped in practical 
revolutionary experience, A party 
organised on the lines of Demo-
cratic centralism.

He espoused the need to devel-
op a party of professional revolu-
tionaries...as a party organically 
linked with the working classes 
drawing the best elements from 
them, leading and directing through 
thousands of threads.

...
Lenin’s struggle against right-

wing and left-wing opportun-
ism (including the peculiar mix 
that Trotskyism is of both). 

Opportunism in its twin forms is 
in essence the capitulation of the 
workers struggle to the bourgeoise.

Abstention from the use of 
bourgeois parliaments to wage the 
struggle was one variety of the ‘Left’ 
capitulation to the bourgeoisie.

Parliamentarianism and gradu-
alism are other forms, as it econo-
mism, the separation and restriction 
of workers’ struggles to the legal-
ism of bourgeois parliaments and 
narrow trade union politics.

The ultra left purism that rejects 
the temporary alliances with other 
classes and forces to advance the 
struggle is yet another.

...
Lenin set forth a new theory 

of Socialist Revolution: that the 
workers will establish their political 
power and exercise it through the 
dictatorship of the proletariat in 
one or more countries (at the weak-
est link), and that the proletariat 
as the advanced, the revolution-
ary class would have to complete 
the bourgeois democratic tasks to 

overcome feudal relics and other 
vestiges of previous modes of social 
relations. That the development of 
this struggle depended not on the 
level of economic development 
but on the balance of class forces. 
That this situation came about 
because capitalism had reached 
its fi nal stage.

Lenin understood that imperial-
ism is a particular form of capital-
ism developing towards monopoly 
that this began to form towards 
State Monopoly Capitalism.

Lenin advocated the devel-
opment of the bourgeois demo-
cratic revolution into the socialist 
revolution.

Lenin also foresaw how the 
enemies of social progress would 
obscure their banner for the resto-
ration of capitalism under the use 
of revised formulas of Marxism or 
by clinging to outdated formulas 
as dogma.

When Lenin realised that his 
party was inadequate to the huge 
task it had set for themselves, he 

did not run off  in despair. He set 
to work to study to expose to fi nd 
the threads of development.

(At the conclusion of his 
presentation, David Matters 
suggested that comrades read 
or re-read Lenin’s speech on the 
fourth anniversary of the October 
Revolution. We will leave the fi nal 
word to Lenin himself.) 

We in Russia no longer have 
the base, mean and infamous 
denial of rights to women 
or inequality of the sexes, 
that disgusting survival of 
feudalism and medievalism, 
which is being renovated by 
the avaricious bourgeoisie and 
the dull-witted and frightened 
petty bourgeoisie in every 
other country in the world 
without exception.

... the slaves have replied to 
a war between slave-owners 
by openly proclaiming the 
slogan: “Convert this war 
between slave-owners for the 
division of their loot into a 
war of the slaves of all nations 
against the slave-owners of all 
nations.”

For the fi rst time in hundreds 
and thousands of years that 
slogan has grown from a 
vague and helpless waiting 
into a clear and defi nite 
political programme, into an 
eff ective struggle waged by 
millions of oppressed people 
under the leadership of the 
proletariat.
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Lenin: Marxism from 
the universal to the specific

Lenin grasped the class 
struggle as the motive force 

of social development.

David Matters.


