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Rafah emergency rally, Boorloo/Perth 16 February. Photo: Vinnie Molina.

A Carruthers

In the maelstrom of news surround-
ing the Palestine genocide it’s easy to
forget fundamentals. One of those fun-
damentals is Western complicity. The
United States government, with the
support of mainly Western countries,
has been funding Israel’s military and
supporting the Israeli side all along.
Yes, this is Israel’s genocide, but there
is a force behind it. Israel wouldn’t be
able to commit genocide on this scale
without help from the United States
and its Western allies.

FUNDING RECORDS
BROKEN

From 1946 to 2023 the United States
government has given Israel a total of $216
billion in military aid, the most military aid
any country has ever received in world his-
tory. In 2022 alone, before the genocide,
Israel received $4.8 billion for military and
missile defence systems. For 2024 Biden has
successfully requested an extra $14.5 billion,
nearly $20 billion in one year. That puts it
higher than the previous highest funding
year, 1979, breaking all records.

In the 1960s, US funding to Israel began
to rapidly rise due to fear of Soviet influence
in the region, spiking in the 70s and 80s. It’s

WA heatwave records
highest temperature

easy to forget that US military aid to Israel is
part of a Cold War history of fighting com-
munism or alleged socialist influence in the
Arab world.

The military hardware side of things is
shocking enough. But of course the Western
game is also political. Western countries
have consistently abstained or voted down
membership of Palestine to the UN. Which
countries are we talking about? The USA,
Canada, Germany, Australia, and the United
Kingdom. Countries that approved member-
ship were overwhelmingly from the global
majority and the third world: China, Cuba,
Vietnam, Laos, the Democratic People’s,
Syria, Russia, Belarus, Tajikistan, and a
host of countries in Latin America, Africa
and the Middle East.

TRADE ROUTES,
LAND RESOURCES

Why does the US and their allies do this?
The underlying reason is protecting and
expanding trade routes and land resources;
most importantly oil and gas. Europe, Africa
and Asia all converge in the Middle East. The
United States has over 1,000 bases and mili-
tary installations in overseas territories. Of
these a significant amount are in the Middle
East. A fact sheet from the American Secu-
rity Project describes twenty-seven of these
spread across Bahrain, Djibouti, Egypt, Iraq,

Australian Marxist
Review

s B

Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia and Tiirkiye and the UAE. Gulf states
are of especial importance to the US in light
of protecting maritime trade routes.

The US is losing its grip on the region,
and feels particularly threatened now, since
Middle East countries are among 150 coun-
tries worldwide that have joined China’s Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI). China’s proposal
is not based upon military supremacy (it
has only one overseas base in Djibouti), but
economic and philosophic; working with
governments rather than corporations or
through the IMF, and building a shared
future for humankind.

Trade relations are changing. China has
transformed century-old ways of doing things
and the US isn’t happy. In March last year
China brokered an agreement between Iran
and Saudia Arabia, a cooperative partnership
which, some commentators note, may bode
well for the possibility of the establishment
of a Palestinian state.

Given the level of violence in Palestine,
the US cannot expect even the Gulf States
to fall in line any longer.

US MEDDLING

Though the Palestinian genocide is one
of the most violent and rapid genocides in
recent history, it’s part of a larger history
of US meddling in the Middle East. Let’s
not forget ‘Timber Sycamore,” a US funding
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program launched in 2012 to undermine
the Syrian government. The result so far is
over 13 million people displaced, and over
600,000 dead.

In Libya Obama launched an operation to
overthrow Muammar Gaddafi, supported by
the usual suspects, NATO, the UK, Canada,
France, Belgium, and other European coun-
tries. The US had long wanted to get rid of
Gaddafi. Who supported Libya? Only three
countries: Belarus, Algeria and North Korea.
The result? Ongoing civil wars in Libya result-
ing in tens of thousands of deaths.

There’s also Iraq and Afghanistan, wars
that have forever marked this century. US
meddling in Iraq goes way back: first it was
to get rid of Prime Minister Qasim in a vio-
lent coup in 1963, before they turned their
sights on Saddam Hussein in two invasions.
Afghanistan, like Vietnam, was a dismal
failure with tragic consequences. Millions
died in these two wars.

The list of US-led “Operations” is endless,
the death count appalling. The US has been
at it for a long time, and Palestine is part of
a larger attempt to prevent the liberation of
Arab peoples and destroy the region. At the
heart of this is opportunism, a blatant dis-
regard for national sovereignty in the Arab
world, and zero commitment to world peace
and human development.

Continued on page 2
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Too long?

This editorial is written one day before Julian
Assange’s last trial hearing. Significantly, Assange
himself is too sick to attend the hearing, after
years being confined to an embassy and more
years being housed in Britain’s most high-security
prison, all for the crime of successful journalism.
The Assange case is really important for you.

It’s important to stress that Assange has done
nothing wrong. That’s why the Labor Party’s
refrain of “this has gone on long enough” is so
grating. “This,” the hounding and attempted
imprisonment of a journalist for embarrassing
the USA, should not have gone on at all. What
Julian Assange has done is uncover war crimes.
The organisation he started, Wikileaks, has re-
leased footage of a US helicopter crew shooting
journalists and civilians. The people who have
done something; the soldiers who were recorded
enjoying killing civilians, have not been punished.
Nor have the war criminals who organised that
war; Tony Blair and George Bush who both lied
their way into a needless invasion that caused
millions of deaths.

Since Assange released that footage there have
been concerted attempts to muddy the waters and
make him the issue instead of the crimes he un-
covered. You could fill any number of books with
the accounts of Assange’s table manners, personal
hygiene, and character that have been published
to make it seem that he can’t be trusted. There has
been the since-debunked suggestion that some
of his other releases have endangered US spies.
Of course, there were the Swedish sexual assault
charges which by no coincidence emerged just
as the US started trying to extradite Assange to
face up to 175 years prison. Those charges have
since been dropped, almost as though their main
purpose was to get Assange into a cell in the US.

We cannot stress this enough: Assange has
done nothing wrong. He is a journalist who has
uncovered war crimes.

Labor, characteristically, has been very feeble
on this issue, unwilling to do anything that might
seriously annoy our imperial masters in the US.
Albanese has been speaking to two audiences
on this topic. To the domestic audience, there’s
the feeble murmur that “this has gone on long
enough.” To the US there is silence. A biparti-
san group of Australian politicians have done a
meet-and-greet tour of the US Senate, explaining
politely that they’d like Assange to not be impris-
oned. Freedom of Information has shown that
Albanese has not written to US President Joe
Biden about Assange. Australians get “too long,”
Biden gets peace and quiet. So much for our spe-
cial relationship.

The persecution of Julian Assange isn’t just
an inhumane wrong. It’s the persecution of a
journalist who told us important things that the
ruling classes don’t want us to think about. It’s
the persecution of someone who showed us what
imperialism looks like up close. That’s why it’s
important to you.

Action from people on this can have an effect.
If there’s one thing we’ve learned from almost two
years of an Albanese Labor government, it’s that
they can be dragged into taking action, however
reluctantly. So get into it! Call an MP. Write to one.
Write to the media. If there’s an Assange event
anywhere near you, get along to it if you can.
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‘OPERATION PROSPERITY
GUARDIAN’

One US ‘Operation’ we can’t ignore is Operation
Prosperity Guardian, underway right now. Led again
by the US, the UK, Australia, Canada, New Zealand,
Denmark and European countries, these attacks are
occurring on Yemeni territory. This coalition of West-
ern countries have launched missiles into Yemen and
breached its sovereignty.

In the name of “protecting supply chains,” “guard-
ing prosperity” and ensuring the flow of global capital,
the West has effectively begun another war, on Yemen,
framed as a war on the Houthis, who are exasperated
by the genocide in Palestine.

A war on Houthis is a war on Yemeni territory.
To kill Houthis is to kill Yemenis and breach Yemeni
sovereignty, just as to kill members of Hamas is to
kill Palestinians on Palestinian territory.

This must stop.

DISTRACTIONS

What do all these facts tell us?

First of all, they clarify the nature of our fight.
Discussions about Zionism and anti-Semitism have
released a flurry of confusions and distractions into
our news feeds. From our position viewing this conflict
in the West, we see the right-wing media using the

genocide of Palestinians for the very worst purpose:
to foment hatred of a people, and denigrate those
who defend Palestine using whatever method they
can muster, including accusations of anti-Semitism.
This we know is false, but it’s also a clever distraction.
A way avoiding these distractions is to insist on
material facts regarding the role of the West and our
own countries in these conflicts and in this genocide.
It’s important right now to emphasise that Israel has
not acted alone. This makes our protests, right here
in the imperial core, more, not less, important.
Make no mistake, we won'’t just support Palestine
now, we’'ll support it long into the future if and when
it becomes a strong, liberated, secure state that can
begin a path of reconstruction and development.

TAKE ACTION:

« Demand the US and the West immediately halt
killings anywhere in the Middle East

» Educate friends and colleagues about the
financing role of the United States in Israel’s
genocide against the Palestinians

« Insist that Western countries including our own
cease funding Israel

» Demand UNRWA funding resumes

« Hit the streets every week with progressives,
students and workers to enlighten Australian
society about the Palestinian struggle

o

Support Palestinian statehood. @&

Many copies of the Guardian were handed out at the rally. Photo: Vinnie Molina.
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Fuel efficiency standard
leaves room for big cars

Peter Farmer

The government has released
a draft policy that is aimed at
discouraging the sale of high-
emissions vehicles in Australia.
The proposal won’t start until
2025. Depending on who’s talk-
ing, it’s either a giant step for-
ward and Australian drivers
will save a fortune, or it’s bare-
ly better than doing nothing.
Climate activist and data sci-
entist Ketan Joshi has described
the policy as “useful” and “long
overdue,” adding that viewed in

isolation, the policy seems like a

“decent consumer regulation that’ll

help introduce more affordable

cars into a car-dependent country.”

However, Joshi says there are three

questions we should be asking of

this policy. These questions are:

1. Does it meet the urgency of
the climate crisis?

2. Does it have loopholes that it
doesn’t need to have?

3. Does it tackle the root cause
of rising vehicle emissions?
Joshi’s answers to the questions

are no, yes, and no.

He argues that an efficiency

standard for new cars will not
cause deep cuts in emissions from
the transport sector. People aren’t
going to sell their car and buy a new
one just because this new efficiency
standard has come in.

Joshi adds that the policy does
nothing to tackle the key cause of
rising transport emissions “and
could even worsen it.” The policy
places no cap on actual emissions,
and leaves manufacturers motivated
to sell more cars and crucially bigger
cars. People are relying more on
passenger cars, the cars are getting
bigger, and the distance they drive

in those cars is increasing. Joshi
says that these factors make the
efficiency standard like trying to
brush a flood uphill with a broom
“you’re probably doing something
but truly, you are missing the big
picture.”

What government could do is
undo the incentives such as tax
concessions that have lead to ‘light
commercial vehicles’ accounting for
one in four sales. It’s been estimated
that the number of utes in Australia
outnumbers actual tradespeople by
about 1.5 times.

Joshi points out that we’re not

driving bloated utes because we
(and drivers in Europe and the
USA) just happen to like them.
“Demand for road tanks has been
actively manufactured by car com-
panies, with zero regard for the
immediate cost to nature, and to
human life and health,” he says.
A government that genuinely
cared about reducing emissions and
making people safer would act on
the root causes of those emissions.
Ketan Joshi's full article on car-bloat
can be found at ketanjoshi.co &

TJ Hickey speak-out, Melbourne 17 February

A determined and organised crowd
attended the Speak Out for TJ Hickey
at Melbourne’s State Library on Sat-
urday 17 February. Organised by the
Indigenous Social Justice Association
Melbourne, the event commemorated
the tragic death of TJ during a police
pursuit in 2004 in Sydney’s Redfern
area. The speak out also commemo-
rated other Indigenous deaths in cus-
tody. Participants held up placards with
photographs of Aboriginal people who
have died in custody and read aloud the
account of each avoidable death.
Speakers called for full implementation of
the recommendations of the Royal Commission
into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody (RCIADIC).
That report came out in 1991 and disgracefully
most of its recommendations have not been
implemented. This includes simple and very

doable things like not having hanging points

in jail cells, as well as the following:

. Imprisonment should only occur as a last
resort;

« Medical assistance must be called where
necessary

« Better collaboration with Aboriginal
communities.

There have been wins. In Victoria public
drunkenness is no longer a criminal offence.
However, as a speaker from the Victorian
Aboriginal Legal Service pointed out, govern-
ments around the country remain addicted to
a ‘tough on crime’, tabloid-pleasing approach
to bail and imprisonment, as shown by the
Victorian government’s recent backflip on
bail laws.

Speakers included Robbie Thorpe, and the
president of the Black People’s Union.

See ‘Justice for TJ,” Guardian #2083, 22 January
2024, for an interview with the ISJIA &

Pilbara hydrogen hub
risk to ancient rock art

West Australia: The state and
federal government will invest
$140 million to build a hydro-
gen hub in the Pilbara.

The Pilbara Hydrogen Hub
is said to be an important centre
for hydrogen production and
export. The Hydrogen Hub is
predicted to create almost 1000
direct and indirect jobs, includ-
ing for builders, concreters, elec-
tricians, plumbers, fitters, and

announced that the Hub would
be built on Karriyarra and Ngar-
luma country, as well as parts of
Murujuga, the Burrup Peninsula.
According to a media release
from Chris Bowen, Minister for
Climate Change and Energy Con-
struction on the road and inter-
section will start this year, with
the hub becoming operational in
mid-2028. A planned pipeline
could enable hydrogen produc-

existing ammonia production on
the Burrup Peninsula.

Advocacy group Friends of
Australia Rock Art has sought
urgent clarification as to what
the developments at Murujuga
would entail. Friends of Australia
Rock Art spokesperson Judith
Hugo says the group supports
renewable hydrogen industries
but there can be no more indus-
try on the Burrup

4 -Ffjﬁ .risti
Military Security or Human
Security?

A Vision for Australia today

50 years of Peacemaking in Australia: 1974 — 2024

technicians.
The government has

tion of around 492,000 tonnes
per year — enough to decarbonise

Ngarrda Media (additional material
from Chris Bowen) &

WA: Papalia criticisms of judicial
decision: an attack on the rule of law

19 February 2024

The Australian Lawyers Alliance (ALA) is con-
cerned about the recent public comments of the
Western Australian Corrective Services Min-
ister, Paul Papalia, with respect to decisions
made by the independent judiciary.

“An independent judiciary is of crucial importance
to our democracy,” said barrister Tom Percy KC, on
behalf of the Australian Lawyers Alliance.

“Any comments like those of Minister Papalia
only serve to undermine public confidence in the
judiciary, the rule of law and the very foundation of
our democratic system of government. They were
neither warranted nor accurate.”

The ALA has seen the public statements from
colleagues at the Criminal Lawyers Association of
Western Australia and the Law Society of Western
Australia and completely supports those statements.

“The reality is that the judicial officer considers
any materials filed, hears from the parties, and is
required to make findings of fact,” said Shash Nigam,
Australian Lawyers Alliance. “It is not appropriate for
members of parliament to criticise a Court’s decision
when they are not armed with the facts, the law and
what transpired in Court.”

“The sentencing exercise is a very tough one, and
judicial officers take great care in providing detailed
reasons for their decisions.”

Nigam said the separation of powers is funda-
mental to our system of government.

“Judicial officers must be free to do their job and
exercise judgement, without political interference.
The Parliament makes the laws, and the Courts
interpret them.”

Australian Lawyers Alliance @

Australia is at the crossroads
We are spending billions of taxpayers’ money on dangerous weapons and despatching military forces
well beyond our shores in the vain hope that all this will make us secure. Meanwhile, millions of
Australians are facing homelessness and rising food insecurity, whilst mental illness and gambling
addiction rates are of epidemic proportions; the ravages of climate change are gathering pace and
glaring indigenous disadvantage persists in health, education, employment, infant mortality and
suicide. Additionally, we remain indifferent to the plight of 117 million people around the world who
have been forcibly displaced.

We need a new national narrative that focusses on the security needs of PEOPLE rather than the
interests of military establishments; one that is less intent on beating the drums of war and more
attentive to the cries of the poor and the Earth.

It is time to rethink our past and future; to acknowledge the wounds of indigenous dispossession and
colonial violence; to remedy the wrongs of the past; and to call into question the fear that has made us

depub,r sheriffs of imperial powers.
Pax Christi believes it is time to embark on a j y of | that is cul
well as er.ologlcal, economic and political.

|, even spiritual, as

The webinar on Thursday 29 February
is an important first step in a new and ground-breaking process.

Pax Christi Victoria invites you to participate
in this interactive Webinar
THURSDAY 29'" FEBRUARY 7.00—8.45pm
COST: $10.00
PLEASE REGISTER HERE VIA TRY BOOKING:

https://www.trybooking.com/COUXD

For further information contact: Catriona Devlin on 0419 109 830 OR Harry Kerr: 0424 950 852

¢pa.org.au/shop
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Price gouging:
unions respond

On 7 February, former Australian Competi-
tion and Consumer Commission (ACCC) Chair
Professor Allan Fels handed down his wide-
ranging report into price gouging and unfair
pricing practices at the National Press Club.

The Report revealed what many had long sus-
pected, that big business, in the form of banks, elec-
tricity companies, supermarkets and a host of others
have been using their market dominance and a host
of dodgy practices to push up prices during a cost-
of-living crisis.

The report made 35 key recommendations.

On 20 February Professor Fels presented his report
from the Inquiry into Price Gouging and Unfair Pric-
ing Practices to the ACTU Executive.

After considering the report and its recommen-
dations, the union movement will prioritise the fol-
lowing reforms:

Price gouging should be unlawful: The
Australian Competition and Consumer Act should
be amended to make it an offence to charge exces-
sive prices.

Public ownership and universal provision:
The union movement believes in the universal public
provision of essential services, which would address
systemic market failures.

Power to name and shame: The ACCC should
be permitted to name and shame businesses that
overcharge.

A permanent Prices Commission: We sup-
port the establishment of a Competition and Prices
Commission — separate from the ACCC — which has
the power to unilaterally examine high prices and
pricing practices.

A stronger ACCC: The ACCC should have power
of its own to initiate price and market studies to stamp
out unlawful and unconscionable behaviour.

Stop mega corporations consolidating: That
in merger matters, the onus should be on applicants
to satisfy the ACCC, and on appeal to the Austral-
ian Competition Tribunal, that the merger is not
anti-competitive, is in the public interest, and would
provide good jobs for working people.

ACTU Secretary Sally McManus said “Australians
have had enough of price gouging by big business,
whose post-pandemic behaviour of inflating their
profits and keeping prices higher than they needed
is appalling. They have not acted in the public inter-
est; they have acted in their own interests. Instead of
assisting the country and their customers with the cost
of living they have made it worse. They have shown
they will not act without stronger laws.

“The privatisation of essential services has exac-
erbated the problem, so we call on all governments to
abandon the failed privatisation experiment. We need
to make price gouging unlawful and name and shame
businesses that overcharge. The ACTU will advocate
establishing a Competition and Prices Commission,
separate from the ACCC, which would continuously
examine high prices, their causes, and if those prices
should be brought down.

“Working people should not have their pay
increases eaten up by excessive prices and profit-
taking. The parade of huge profit announcements at
a time when everyday Australians’ budgets are under
so much pressure can no longer be shrugged off by
CEOs and boards, as the public has had enough.” &

We call on all governments o abandon
the failed privatisation experiment.

Ampol still squeezing

Guardian

consumers at the pump
with $1.7 billion profit

Ampol has published an annu-
al profit of $1.7 billion for the
2023 financial year.

The result is driven by increased
margins in aviation, growing vol-
umes of premium fuel, and higher
gross retail margins.

On 7 February, Former ACCC
Chairman Professor Allan Fels
AO published his report for the
ACTU-commissioned Inquiry into
Price Gouging and Unfair Pricing
Practices, highlighting the automo-
tive fuel sector as one of the worst
offenders of the exploitative practice
of asymmetric pricing.

Known as ‘rockets and feath-
ers pricing,” the practice involves
companies extracting profits from
consumers by exploiting the asym-
metric timing of price rises and
price cuts. Fuel prices go up quickly

‘like a rocket’ but when they fall,
prices at the pump fall slowly ‘like
a feather falling to the ground.’
Professor Fels’ report states that the
rocket and feathers effect applies
widely in the economy, especially
with petrol prices, which appear
to rise more quickly in response to
rises in crude oil prices than they
fall in response to reductions in
crude oil prices.

This phenomenon is noted by
Professor Fels as being of “much
concern in the current environment
especially as inflation is starting to
come down.”

Over the ten years between
December 2009 and December
2019, just before the onset of
the pandemic, automotive fuel
increased a cumulative 26.4 per
cent. Between March 2021 and

September 2023, automotive fuel
experienced the single largest price
jump, increasing by a cumulative
45.4 per cent.

Petrol is an essential item for
working families, especially those
living in outer suburbs and regions
where cars are a necessary means
of travelling to and from work. The
application of asymmetric pricing
therefore places financial strain on
families who receive delayed ben-
efits from crude oil price reductions.

ACTU Assistant Secretary
Joseph Mitchell has called on
Ampol and other petrol retailers
to “do their part by by rapidly
passing on oil price reductions to
customers and help with the cost-
of-living crisis by giving some relief
to ordinary people doing it tough.”
ACTU &

CFMEU-MUA workers win

Unpaid overtime isn’'t going away any time soon. Health
and care service workers do an average 28 hours unpaid
care work at home and live with significant impacts to
their mental and physical health, according to a new
report that highlights the need for action on unpaid work.

HESTA, the industry superannuation fund for health and
community services, surveyed members who give unpaid
care outside of their paid jobs. The survey found that
additional unpaid care commitments restrict the hours
workers can dedicate to paid employment.

The survey of workers in critical care sectors, including
childcare, aged care, nursing, and community health,
highlights the need for the Albanese government to
comprehensively account for unpaid work as part of its
new time use survey strategy.

According to the McKell Institute, countries such as
Finland measure unpaid work and have built efficient
and targeted social policies around time use. This offers
lessons to Australia in how to support people whose own
unpaid caring saves the public health system, but at the
expense of their own well-being and retirement incomes.

Construction and real estate giant Lendlease has been
given a $260 million tax bill with added penalties and
interest on late payment after an audit of a tax scheme
whereby the company “double dipped” on its tax
deductions for six years. Shareholders are ropeable, but
naturally the executives who operated the scheme have
long since gone on to other corporate gigs.

David McBride exposed Australian war crimes in
Afghanistan, leaking classified documents to the ABC to
do so. If the government does nothing about it, he will be
rewarded with jail. Nothing is what PM Anthony Albanese
has done. So it looks like McBride will be spending time
in jail. Senator Rex Patrick has called our PM “un-Labor”
for doing nothing while McBride is punished. He says
Albanese is “happy to send the message that should the
public blow the whistle on illegal and immoral conduct,
you will feel the full force of government upon you.”
Sounds pretty Labor to us.

Parasite of the week: David Littleproud, National Party
leader. Littleproud is getting some attention and affection
from centre-right media for having a road to Damascus
moment on rooftop solar. He’s for it. Littleproud supports
solar power for the battlers the National Party pretends to
care about — anybody with a roof. Hooray for the battlers’
friend. Littleproud has added that rooftop solar will have to
be backed up by nuclear power — the Nationals favourite
delaying tactic — “which has no emissions.” Nuclear has
massive emissions when it’s being built and colossal risks
when operating. It would cost billions. The question a
compliant media isn’t asking the Nationals leader is this:
who do you want to tax to pay for nuclear?

After 118 days of strike action in a dispute with
shipping giant DP Word, consisting of 48, 24,
12, 8 and 2 hour stoppages, plus bans and walk-
outs, the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA)
managed to secure what National Secretary
Christy Cain has called “a fantastic outcome” —
a 25 per cent pay increase and a sign-on bonus
of $200 dollars. Cain has described this as a
massive win for members.

He paid credit to the collective strength of MUA
members for sticking together throughout the dispute,
and added congratulations to Adrian Evans, Assistant
National Secretary of the MUA for his “tremendous
leadership throughout the protracted dispute.”

Cain pointed out that DP World pay no taxes in
Australia and described the company as “corporate
gangsters” adding that they will at least have to pay
decent wages and conditions to wharfies around
Australia.

In other good news for the CFMEU, the WA Con-
struction Branch of the union has reached an agree-
ment with Multiplex for an immediate 10 per cent
pay increase ahead of further 5 per cent increases
thereafter. The log of claims includes increased job
security, restoring delegates rights, and double time
for all overtime.

CFMEU &
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Life in Cuba Today

SA comrades show solidarity

After their initial visit to Cuba
in 2017, Australia-Cuba Friend-
ship Society (ACFS) South
Australian members Dave
and Dominique Lock, paid a
further visit to this vibrant
island nation in November
2023. In their talk at the 2024
Annual General Meeting, they
explained how in Havana they
met up with Ivan Barrato, a
specialist director from ICAP
(Cuban Institute for Friendship
with the Peoples) to whom they
presented donations of phar-
maceuticals, school materials
and money from South Austral-
ian supporters (Ivan, a special-
ist in foreign relations, visited
Adelaide in August 2023 with
a medical scientist, Marian-
nez Diaz).

At the same time they took the
opportunity to visit the Fidel Castro
Ruz Centre nearby. Quotations by
Jose Marti and Fidel Castro, the two
great Cuban leaders, are featured
either side of the entrance. The
displays in the centre place great
emphasis on the people’s struggle
and are aimed at appealing to and
inspiring, the younger generation
with feature displays exemplifying
Cuba’s humanitarian work around
the world. The item ‘reasons for
the Cuban Revolution’ received
particular attention.

Included in their itinerary was a
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Ivan Barreto receiving South Australian gifts and donations from Dave
Lock, Secretary of the Port Adelaide Branch of the CPA, at the Cuban
Institute of Friendship with the Peoples.
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visit to Satiago de Cuba, birthplace
of the modern Cuban Revolution,
where extensive renovations are
taking place at the Moncado Revo-
lution Museum. They also visited
the Che Guevara Mausoleum at
Santa Clara, featuring many items
of memorabilia from the life of a
“true revolutionary.”

Dominique and Dave described
the challenges Cuban faced in every
day survival as a result of COVID, as
no tourist ships have been arriving,
along with inflation and prices soar-
ing. For example a bag of cement
now costs 20 euros ($32 AUD). As
little foreign currency is coming
into Cuba, families who have rela-
tive overseas find themselves at an

advantage. Despite these pressures,
a wide variety of food is available
at markets and people are moving
ahead with their lives. Items such
as toiletries and pharmaceuticals
are still very much in demand, but
despite such difficulties there is very
little begging and no homelessness
anywhere. At the same time, many
Cubans seem unaware that Ameri-
cans can face identical privations.

Although among younger
people there may be an undertone
of discontent, children are certainly
well-looked after and school attend-
ance remains excellent. As would
be expected, widespread hostility
exists towards the United States,
which entices Cubans to ‘emigrate’

with offers of immediate citizenship,
available to no other nationality.

Nations supporting Cuba
include Venezuela with petroleum
supplies, and China with technology
and potential development through
the Belt and Road Initiative. Colum-
bia is providing materials and man-
power in building projects.

Such a first-hand view of
everyday life in Cuba today was
greatly appreciated by all ACFS
members, who were inspired to
redouble their support for the
Cuban people in a busy year ahead
which will now include a visit from
the Cuban Ambassador, Tanieris
Dieguez la O. @

Op-Ed: Doxing laws
more than they seem

FJK

Doxing, making a person’s personal informa-
tion publicly available for malicious reasons,
is to be criminalised. Attorney-General Mark
Dreyfus has said that after some kind of con-
sultation process, he will draft a law “to cap-
ture any publication for malicious purposes
of someone’s private or personal information
without their consent.”

Dreyfus won'’t go into detail about what is and isn’t
personal information for the purposes of these laws,
simply saying that it could be “anything.”

He’s agreed in principle that there would be exemp-
tions in the case of public interest journalism, but won’t
say how that will work either. It’s pretty obvious that
the proposed laws are a response to the recent leak-
ing of details from a large Whatsapp group of Jewish
‘creatives.” The leak seems to have been inspired by
some of that group’s members use of their online safe
space to organise targeted harassment of people they
found too pro-Palestinian. Nine papers gave consider-
able space to a couple who claimed to feel unsafe as
a result of the leak, but didn’t have room for photos
or interviews with the group’s victims.

Former Nine-Fairfax journalist Michael West has
argued that the proposed legislation is “dangerous and
likely to be used selectively to persecute people whose

views the government does not like.” West argues
that the media has often doxxed people, and should
not be in fear of prosecution for doing its work. “The
standard has been that names are okay but addresses,
emails and phone numbers [are] off limits. That’s the
way it should stay.”

Certainly recent concern about doxxing seems to
be rich with double standards. Interviewed on Radio
National about the leak, Melbourne musician/artist
Anita Lester was very keen on the need for doxxing
laws, but described the coordinated harassment that
the Whatsapp group subjected pro-Palestinian figures
to as “consequences. People should take responsibility
... You can’t just spend your whole day posting about
Zionists and how evil they are and expect nothing
is going to happen on the other side of it,” she said,
making it clear that for her online harassment and
doxxing only go in one direction.

People should be safe from coordinated harass-
ment whether or not it’s the kind Lester approves of.
We will see how Dreyfus’ ‘consultative process’ works
out and what sort of legislation he comes up with,
but this government has not given us reasons to be
optimistic. As West points out, the rapid response to
one doxing incident is in sharp contrast to the gov-
ernment’s sluggish response to the persecution of
whistleblowers like Julian Assange, David McBride,
Tony Watson and Richard Boyle. &

Racing to ruin

Anna Pha

Research into the potential climate impact of burning fossil
fuels dates back at least 70 years. (Green Notes, Guardian
# 2086) But the impact of human actions on nature was
studied far earlier in the 19th century by Engels and Marx.
In Dialectics of Nature, Frederick Engels said: “Everything
affects and is affected by every other thing.” This is particu-
larly pertinent to humanity’s relationship with nature which
is catastrophically manifesting itself in climate change,
where the actions of humans are threatening the survival of
humanity. Marx, who assisted Engels in the writing of the
Dialectics of Nature also made an extensive study of sci-
entific works of the time on agriculture, soil, and forestry, in
order to understand the connection between capitalism and
its destruction of natural resources.

Engels in Anti-Dihring, (1878), said the capitalist class was
“a class under whose leadership society is racing to ruin like
a locomotive whose jammed safety-valve the driver is too
weak to open.” “[...] both the productive forces created by
the modern capitalist mode of production and the system of
distribution of goods established by it have come into crying
contradiction with that mode of production itself ... to such a
degree that, if the whole of modern society is not to perish,
a revolution in the mode of production and distribution must
take place, a revolution which will put an end to all class dis-
tinctions.” In other words, socialism is a necessity for human
survival.

In The Part played by Labour in the Transition from Ape to
Man, (1876), Engels provides a specific example of the deg-
radation of nature by capitalists, an example that is very
relevant to the impact of capitalist exploitation of nature
and its impact today, in the 21st century: “The people of
the Americas were driven into slavery, but also nature was
enslaved.”

“As individual capitalists are engaged in production and
exchange for the sake of the immediate profit, only the near-
est, most immediate results must first be taken into account.
As long as the individual manufacturer or merchant sells a
manufactured or purchased commodity with the usual cov-
eted profit, he is satisfied and does not concern himself with
what afterwards becomes of the commodity and its pur-
chasers. [...] What cared the Spanish planters in Cuba, who
burned down forests on the slopes of the mountains and
obtained from the ashes sufficient fertiliser for one genera-
tion of very highly profitable coffee trees — what cared they
that the heavy tropical rainfall afterwards washed away the
unprotected upper stratum of the soil, leaving behind only
bare rock! In relation to nature, as to society, the present
mode of production is predominantly concerned only about
the immediate, the most tangible result; and then surprise
is expressed that the more remote effects of actions direct-
ed to this end turn out to be quite different, are mostly quite
the opposite in character; that the harmony of supply and
demand is transformed into the very reverse opposite ...
Engels said.

Marx wrote in Capital: “All progress in capitalist agriculture
is a progress in the art, not only of robbing the worker, but
of robbing the soil; all progress in increasing the fertility of
the soil for a given time is progress towards ruining the more
long-lasting sources of that fertility .... Capitalist production,
therefore, only develops the technique and the degree of
combination of the social process of production by simulta-
neously undermining the original sources of all wealth — the
soil and the worker.”

Engels and Marx could not be more relevant today than
almost 150 years ago!
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WA heatwave records

Guardian

highest temperature this year

Perth has already recorded
six 40°C+ days this February,
as much of Western Austral-
ia swelters through its fourth
heatwave so far this summer.

A record temperature of 49.9°C
was recorded at Carnarvon Airport
over the weekend, marking the
world’s hottest day for this year
and the warmest day in the country
this summer.

Bunbury WA had its hottest
ever night this week reaching a
scorching 27.3°C. The previous
record was 26°C.

For Western Australia as a
whole, the extraordinarily hot Feb-
ruary follows months of unrelenting
heat. September 2023 broke the
monthly temperature record by a
very wide margin, and every month
since has seen well above average
temperatures.

The extreme heat has also made
for a tough fire season. Outer sub-
urbs of Perth have been threatened
by large fires on three occasions
this season.

Other recent extreme weather
events of note for the state include
record high temperatures in the
Pilbara, very large grassfires in
the Kimberley, and residents of
Kalgoorlie and surrounds being
left to weather a heatwave with-
out power after storms damaged
electricity infrastructure.

“This extreme heat is made
worse by climate pollution from
the burning of coal, oil, and gas,”
Climate Council Research Director
Dr Simon Bradshaw said.

Chair of the HEAL WA Aborigi-
nal Reference Group Mara West
said: “Aboriginal communities are
on the front line of climate change
and governments have to include
and ensure community reps are
at the table when discussing this
issue.”

Perth GP and Doctors for the
Environment Australia spokesper-
son Dr George Crisp said: “Perth is
currently experiencing an unprec-
edented heatwave with tempera-
tures being smashed around the
state and the very well-recognised
risk of bushfires.

“Heat can impact all of us, but
particularly vulnerable groups in
our communities.

“Our bodies respond to rising
temperatures by sweating and
diverting blood to our skin, this
process becomes less effective as
temperatures rise.

“Even modest increases, for
example night time temperatures
above 24°C and average daily tem-
peratures above the high 20’s, are
associated with significant increases
in deaths, heart attacks and cardiac
arrests, and other serious heath
impacts.

“Some people are particularly
vulnerable to heat exposure. The
elderly and those with existing
chronic illness are far more likely to
die or require hospital admissions.
Small children have less capacity
to thermoregulate and maintain
hydration and present to emergency
departments in far higher numbers
during heatwaves.

Pregnant women experience
higher rates of stillbirth and prema-
ture delivery as temperatures rise
with attendant risks for premature
infants (one Australian study found
a 4 per cent increase in premature
labour for every 1°C increase in
monthly average temperature).

“People with or at risk of mental
ill health are particularly suscepti-
ble to the effects of heat. There is
a direct correlation between heat-
waves and mental health presen-
tations, as well as a demonstrated
increase in suicides in some cities.
Many of the medications we use
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to treat depression, anxiety, and
psychosis reduce heat tolerance
by reducing sweating. The social
networks on which people rely
also can be compromised during
heatwaves.

“We can only survive tempera-
tures in the 40s (or wet bulb above
35°C). Above these temperatures,
healthy adults will be able to
withstand conditions longer than
vulnerable groups, but how long
they can do this depends on the
temperature / humidity. It can be
as short as minutes once you get
to 50+°C.

“Our bodies will overheat within
hours resulting in heat exhaustion,
heatstroke, and death.”

“It cannot be debated that
the relentless heatwaves we have
seen this month are the result of a
changing climate. We must leave
fossil fuels, like coal, and gas — and
their climate-wrecking emissions —
behind if we want to prevent more
extreme weather events. Urgently
reducing our emissions is essential
to preserve our natural environ-
ment and ensure a safe climate for
everyone.”

Sweltering Cities Executive
Director, Emma Bacon, said:
“Perth has faced record tempera-
tures summer after summer for
the last few years. Beyond what’s
reported in the news, we know that
it means people in the community

are suffering, and that people will
more than likely die due to the
effects of the heat. The people who
are most at risk will include older
people, people with disabilities,
young babies and people who live
in hot homes or work outside.
“Sometimes when we talk about
climate change, it can seem like a
distant problem. Unfortunately,
what Perth is experiencing now is
what climate change will feel like
for many people. It’s important that
we take these signs seriously and
stop approving more coal or gas
projects if we don’t want our future
to be record breaking summer after
record breaking summer.”
Climate Media Centre &

SkyCity Adelaide
Symptom of a corrupt system

J MacAskill

In news that should surprise
no one, SkyCity Adelaide, also
known as Adelaide Casino will
pay approximately $70 mil-
lion in an admittance to AUS-
TRAC (Australian Transaction
Reports and Analysis Centre)
of “systemic failures” to abide
by the Anti-Money Launder-
ing and Counter-Terrorism
Financing Act as it dealt with
dozens of organised crime
affiliates.

The allegations against the
gambling enterprise include claims
that its casino on North Terrace,
Adelaide, made $74 million from
“high-risk” customers and that
the casino engaged in “serious
and systemic” non-compliance
with Anti-Money Laundering and
Counter-Terrorism Financing law.
This is in addition to an on-going
investigation by the SA govern-
ment on whether SkyCity is fit to
hold a casino licence at all — and
not to mention the civil penalty
proceedings just begun across the
Tasman for almost identical law-
lessness! As the Guardian’s Anna
Pha reported in 2023, the NSW
Crime Commission had found that
“serious offenders can enter NSW

pubs and clubs, sit down next to
patrons in gaming rooms, and
openly feed large sums of cash from
their crimes into poker machines
with no real fear of detection.” The
corruption is still as transparent as
it is endemic.

Is there any other business
in any other ‘industry’ that could
continue under the weight of
such a damning statement? Could
another business be so demanded
by a State Commissioner to “estab-
lish a comprehensive program of
work to ensure it is meeting its
anti-money laundering, counter-
terrorism financing [...] minimisa-
tion obligations” and still save face
in this country? Well, the complete
apathy with which this news has
been greeted tells us that there is
at least one such business.

Indeed, despite more bad news
on the way ($45 million set aside
for possible future penalties and
$28 million for the penalties so
far) shares are up and the gambling
giant will stay afloat.

It is taken for granted, even
by the politically disengaged, that
gambling and organised crime
go hand-in-hand; an enterprise
which so openly preys on the most
vulnerable and alienated in society
to foment addiction is recognised,

however subconsciously, for what
it is — a parasite on healthy cultural
life. To the ideologically inclined, it
comes as no shock that in a society
as alienated as ours, strained under
the pressure of contemporary capi-
talism, gambling as a business, an
industry, has exploded to propor-
tions never before seen.

As the cost-of-living balloons,
capital is further concentrated
in the upper percentiles, and the
chance for an ordinary Austral-
ian to improve their lot in life is
squeezed of hope, the game of
chance becomes an alternative
“fair go.”

This state of affairs will remain
in SA and across Australia, where
rapacious corporations who feed
and get fed on vice, so long as profit
is king and enterprises like SkyCity
are allowed to set up shop not 100
metres from the halls of power —
our State Parliament.

The solution is a socialist one;
to tackle SkyCity’s criminality
alone, the pokies at large, or even
the whole rotten gambling indus-
try is not enough — these are the
symptoms of a familiar late-stage
capitalist disease.

Assistance is available from
Gambling Help 1800 858 858 or
Lifeline 13 11 14, &
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Ecuador’s tense peace won’t last

Michele Bertelli

Ecuador has been officially at war
with crime since 9 January when
recently inaugurated president Dan-
iel Noboa declared a state of “inter-
nal conflict” amid a spike in violence
marked by high-profile prison escapes,
burned cars, night bombs, and police
kidnappings.

Situated between two major cocaine
producers Colombia and Peru, Ecuador
remained relatively isolated from organised
violence despite the presence of organised
criminal groups, until 2018 when the murder
rate began to surge. In 2023, there were 46.5
murders for every 100,000 people, one of
the highest homicide rates in Latin America.

Security expert Fernando Carrion relates
this surge of violence to an increase in global
cocaine production in 2020 and 2021.
With the economic crises unleashed by the
pandemic, criminal groups looked for new
markets. “This means more consumption
in Latin America and especially Europe,”
he explained “Ecuador became strategic.”

In 2019, Ecuador’s National Direction for
Antidrug Investigations seized 79.5 tons of
illicit drugs. Three years later, this amount
more than doubled, reaching 201 tons.

Decree 111, issued by Noboa in January,
classified 22 criminal groups as internal
enemies. Coordination of policing duties
was handed to the army.

Ecuador’s Alliance of Organizations for
Human Rights expressed concern about
possible abuses against civilians.

Militarisation has so far received wide-
spread support. According to a poll, 80 per
cent of respondents back Noboa.

Andino Espinoza and human rights
groups are deeply concerned about this unani-
mous and often uncritical support, especially
when it promises to pardon military officers
for potential wrongdoing. “It can open the
door to some arbitrariness or excessive use
of force,” he said.

As of 7February, the military had detained

6,341 people, 241 of whom were labelled ter-
rorists. According to the Ministry of Govern-
ment Moénica Palencia, daily murders have
decreased from 28 to ten in two weeks.

“These measures ... are appropriate
because they succeeded in cutting down
the wave of violence and restoring peace
in society,” said Carla Alvarez, a professor
at the Security and Defense School of the
National Institute for Higher Studies. She
also stresses that an iron fist will not solve
the situation in the long run.

With 18.5 per cent of the local population
aged 15 to 24 unemployed and not attending
school, gangs have filled a rising gap in local
economies and neighbourhoods.

A 60-year-old resident of the outskirts of
Guayaquil says she saw criminal groups in
her borough beefing up due to drastic social
service cuts in 2017. “The state had aban-
doned the peripheral neighbourhoods. Since
then, we have been drifting away,” she said.

SECURITY REFORMS

Mobilising the army requires funding.
To finance internal war, the government
proposed to raise the value-added tax on
non-essential items from 12 to 15 per cent,
but the National Assembly rejected the
bill. For Alvarez, the government proposal
indicates that the involvement of the army
is likely to last longer than the 60-day state
of emergency declared by Noboa.

Noboa has sent 19 queries to the Con-
stitutional Court to convene a popular
referendum.

Citizens will be asked if they agree with
tasking the army with carrying out searches
on the premises of prisons, allowing the
seizure of criminal assets, and applying
tougher punishments for charges such as
drug trafficking, murder, money laundering,
and illegal mining.

On the other hand, the Court blocked
nine of Noboa’s proposed queries, includ-
ing questions on the increased involvement
of the army in the fight against organised
crime, the deportation of foreign citizens,

Burning of 1,173kg of cocaine, 2021. Photo: Ministerio de Gobierno Ecuador (Public domain).

the possibility of presidential pardons for
law enforcement officers, and the establish-
ment of national interest zones to combat
illegal mining.

Four additional questions were flagged
for further examination. Those regard the
extradition of Ecuadorian citizens, the
establishment of tribunals specialising in
constitutional law, and other issues unrelated
to security, such as labor deregulation and
the adoption of international arbitration to
attract foreign investment.

Ramiro Avila, a law professor at the
Simén Bolivar Andean University in Quito
and former Constitutional Court member,
notes some queries were confusing; the

government could achieve many of the pro-
posals through laws or executive acts. What
worries him is the integration of seemingly
unrelated topics, especially while in crisis.
“In the middle of the noise brought up by
the fear of becoming victims of the organised
mob, we will end up agreeing on everythlng
Avila calls this a “democratic disaster.”
Economist Pablo Davalos believes the
government is applying a kind of shock
doctrine, writing that “The security crisis
has provided Noboa with an ideal argument
to implement structural reforms.”
nacla.org @

US: Caltech
academics
unionise

2,050 Graduate Researchers
and Postdoctoral Research-
ers at the prestigious Caltech
university have voted in favour
of their union, CGPU-UAW,
or Caltech Grad Researchers
and Postdocs United-UAW,
in a recent vote. For Gradu-
ate Researches, the margin
of victory was 76.5 per cent,
while post-doctoral academ-
ics, or postdocs voted 82.8
per cent in favour of forming
a union. This historic election
marks the first time graduate
employees and postdoctoral
scholars have voted simulta-
neously to unionise.

“We are incredibly proud of
the hard work that led to this over-
whelming “yes” vote. We love our
research, but too many of us have
been made to withstand abuse
in the name of passion. Now, we
finally have the ability to determine
our working conditions, which will
improve our research and our lives,”
said international Graduate Student
Nadia Suryawinata.

Grads and Postdocs make criti-
cal contributions to teaching and
research at Caltech, but many lack
secure rights and protections in
the workplace, and struggle with
low compensation, inadequate
health care, and limited or non-
existent support for academic par-
ents. Many have also experienced

discrimination and abusive conduct
that has gone unchecked.

“Grads and Postdocs work
side-by-side, often on the same
projects in the same research
labs, and we share a strong sense
of community,” said international
Postdoc Ranjani Murali. “With this
decisive victory, both groups have
tremendous momentum going
into bargaining. We’ve seen what
our colleagues at other universities
have been able to achieve, from
better pay and benefits for domes-
tic and international scholars, to
strong protections against abuse
and harassment. The excitement
amongst Caltech grad students and
postdocs is palpable as we join the
broader academic labor movement.
We look forward to doing what we
can to make Caltech a better place
for everyone.”

“The UAW is proud to welcome
Graduate Researchers and Postdocs
at Caltech to our union, as they
join thousands of other academic
workers across the country who are
ready to stand up for economic and
social justice,” said UAW President
Shawn Fain. “It’s time to end the
low pay, job insecurity, harass-
ment and discrimination, that has
run rampant in higher education.
These workers are leading the way
by winning their union.”
labortoday.interational &
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World’s breach of 1.5°C marks
a cataclysmic failure to protect
the world’s most vulnerable

In response to the world’s first year-long breach
of the key 1.5°C warming limit, Patience Mukuyu,
WaterAid’s climate specialist, said:

“The world’s first year-long breach of 1.5 marks a
cataclysmic failure from global leaders to protect the
world’s most vulnerable to climate change.

“From sea-level rise to flooding, cyclones and
droughts, the climate crisis is a water crisis with dev-
astating impacts on communities on the front line of
climate change — hitting those least responsible for it

the hardest.

“From flood defences to drought resistance, the solu-
tions exist. Now we urgently need global governments
to wake up and act for those whose lives are destroyed

daily by climate change.

“Mitigation is crucial — but we need to see public
finance for locally-led adaptation more than doubled
and balanced to match amounts for mitigation. There’s
no time for more excuses. For the world’s most vulner-
able, this is a matter of life or death.”

WaterAid Australia &

Photo: Nattu — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0).

Russian Foreign Ministry

Statements blaming Moscow
came within minutes and seemed
to follow a template

The US and its European allies
seem to have used prepared
talking points to immediately
blame Russia for the passing
of blogger Alexey Navalny in a
Siberian prison, the Russian
Foreign Ministry said.

Navalny, 47, collapsed during
his daily walk and was later pro-
nounced dead. The cause of death
is still being established.

Western reactions “once again
demonstrated their hypocrisy,
cynicism and lack of principles,”
the Foreign Ministry in Moscow
said in a statement.

The Federal Penitentiary Serv-
ice of Russia for Yamalo-Nenets
Autonomous Region announced
Navalny’s death at 2:19 pm Moscow
time, and “a torrent of carbon-copy
accusations began pouring in liter-
ally 15 minutes later.”

The first message came from
Swedish Foreign Minister Tobias
Billstrom (“heinous crime”) and

on Navalny

Norwegian Foreign Minister Bart
Eide (“heavy burden of responsi-
bility”) at 2:35pm, while Latvian
President Edgars Rinkevics chimed
in with (“brutally murdered”) six
minutes later.

Czech FM Jan Lipavsky fol-
lowed suit, accusing Russia of being
“a cruel state that kills people who
dream of a beautiful, better future.”
A minute later, France’s Stephane
Sejourne claimed Navalny had
fought “the system of oppression.”

The EU “holds the Russian
regime solely responsible for this
tragic death,” European Council
President Charles Michel said
at 3:02pm. Eight minutes later,
Ukrainian President Vladimir
Zelensky claimed that Navalny
was “obviously killed by [Russian
President Vladimir] Putin.”

The litany was continued by
Dutch PM Mark Rutte (“unprec-
edented cruelty”) at 3:20 pm,
Moldovan President Maia Sandu
(“blatant oppression”) ten minutes
later, and German FM Annalena
Baerbock five minutes after that,
declaring that Navalny “had to die”

because he was “a symbol of a free
and democratic Russia.”

European Commission Presi-
dent Ursula von der Leyen piped
up after that, followed by German
Chancellor Olaf Scholz, US Secre-
tary of State Antony Blinken, and
finally French President Emmanuel
Macron, at 5:28pm.

Within just two hours, Western
politicians and media were able
to “obtain the results of a forensic
examination that had not yet been
carried out, conduct an investiga-
tion, blame Moscow and render
a verdict,” the Russian Foreign
Ministry noted, suggesting that the
reactions must have been prepared
ahead of time and according to a
“blame Russia no matter what”
template.

“We might be able to believe in
this incredible, miraculous speed
if the whole world had not just
watched the helpless ‘investigation’
of terrorist attacks on the Nord
Stream gas pipeline that stretched
out over many months and turned
up empty,” the ministry added.
RT.com &

India: kites vs drones

New Delhi has sealed state borders to prevent
crowds from entering the capital as fension rises.

Farmers in India, who have been protesting on
the outskirts of New Delhi demanding reforms
to secure price guarantees for their produce,
are fending off tear gas shell-launching police
drones by ensnaring them with homemade kites.

Thousands of farmers from several states, includ-
ing Punjab, Haryana, and nearby Uttar Pradesh, were
set to converge on India’s capital to launch large-scale
protests but were stopped by police as the government
resolved to seal several state borders.

Amid the clampdown, footage of the farmers’
unconventional tactics, reportedly at the border
between the agricultural states of Punjab and Haryana,
surfaced on X (formerly Twitter). As drones were being
used to release tear gas to disperse farmers, according
to media reports, some of the protesters flew kites to
take down the machines, footage showed.

The farmers are pressing for a legally guaranteed
minimum support price (MSP) for their crops as it
would give them greater financial security. Other
demands include freedom from debt, increased taxes
on imported produce, the cancellation of free trade
and other agreements concluded via the World Trade
Organization, and a ban on foreign direct investment
in the agriculture sector.

The leaders of the farmers’ movement held several
rounds of talks with Narendra Modi’s government on
8, 12, 15 February. So far, the talks have remained
inconclusive. The government has made it clear that
meeting farmers’ demands on an MSP will not be
possible in the immediate future.

Agriculture Minister Arjun Munda said: “We
believe we will all find a solution together peacefully.”

The latest protest comes months before a general
election in which Mr Modi and his right wing Bharatiya
Janata Party is seeking a third term.

RT.com / Moming Star &

General implicated
in torture claims
victory in Indonesia’s
presidential election

A former general linked to past
human rights abuses claimed
victory in Indonesia’s presiden-
tial election. Defense Minister
Prabowo Subianto presented
himself as an heir to sitting
President Joko Widodo, whose
son was his running mate.

Before the final declaration
by election officials, Subianto told
thousands of supporters in the
capital, Jakarta, that his victory
was “the victory of all Indonesians.”

Subianto, who was once banned
from entering the United States for
two decades because of his human
rights record, was an army gen-
eral during the brutal and corrupt
32-year dictatorship of General
Suharto, which ended just over
25 years ago in the archipelago
between the Pacific and Indian
Oceans.

He served as a special forces
commander in a unit linked to
torture and disappearances, alle-
gations that he vehemently denies.

According to unofficial tallies
conducted by Indonesian polling
agencies, Subianto had won about
59 percent of the votes.

The final official count may
not be finished for up to a month,
but quick counts have provided an
accurate picture of the results of
all four presidential elections held
in Indonesia since it began direct
voting in 2004.

Subianto said in a speech from a
sports stadium: “We should not be

Support the

arrogant. We should not be proud.
We should not be euphoric. We still
have to be humble.”

Subianto, who married one of
dictator Suharto’s daughters, was a
long-time commander in the army
special forces, Kopassus.

He was dishonorably discharged
in 1998 after Kopassus forces
kidnapped and tortured political
opponents of Suharto. At least 22
activists were kidnapped that year,
and 13 are still missing.

Subianto never faced a trial and
denied any involvement, although
several of his men were tried and
convicted.

Subianto lost in two previous
runs against President Joko Widodo
but was the frontrunner for this
election. His running mate, the
outgoing president’s eldest son,
36-year-old Gibran Rakabuming
Raka, was allowed to run when
the Constitutional Court made
an exception to the minimum age
requirement of 40.

The court was then headed by
President Widodo’s brother-in-law,
who was removed by an ethics panel
for not recusing himself.

The other two candidates in the
election are Anies Baswedan, the
former head of an Islamic university
and governor of Jakarta until last
year, and Ganjar Pranowo from the
governing Indonesian Democratic
Party of Struggle but who did not
have President Widodo’s support.
Morning Star &
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US to open more
drone bases in Africa

The Black Alliance for Peace (BAP) and the
US Out of Africa Network (USOAN) have con-
demned US plans,to open three new military
drone bases in Ghana, Ivory Coast, and Benin.

According to a statement from the two organi-
sations, more US drone bases in Africa “spell more
violence, vicious anonymity, and ‘collateral damage’
from drone assassinations [and] enhanced surveil-
lance capabilities for imperialism to use against any
threat to the neocolonial order.”

US drone and air strikes in Africa have primarily
been in Libya and Somalia with the numbers of con-
firmed civilian deaths from drones as high as 3,200
in these two countries, and studies have shown these
conditions “have inadvertently aided the growth of
terrorist groups in the region.” This is what the US
proposes now for West Africa.

There are clear and disturbing geostrategic impli-
cations regarding the countries they have chosen for
these US drone bases. The bases will form a border
along the three countries of the Alliance of Sahel States
— Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger — countries which
have been adopting an anti-imperialist disposition.
In fact, Burkina Faso’s entire southern flank would
be surrounded by these US drone bases. The last two
administrations as well as members of Congress have
clearly stated in policy declarations and legislation that
the US’ primary objective in Africa is to counteract
the presence and influence of China and Russia in
order to maintain its full spectrum dominance of all
regions of the world. This is also consistent with the
Global Fragility Act that states the Biden administra-
tion’s first sites of focus would be Haiti, Libya, and
“West African coastal states,” where the US seeks to
place the drone bases.

The bases will not be there to end so-called ter-
rorism of extremists in Africa; they will be there for
the US to terrorise the region. It is folly to believe
that the settler criminals who rule the US state, who
can justify the genocidal assault on Gaza, and who
systematically murder, sanction, and attack nations
globally to maintain white supremacy and global
capitalism, are spending hundreds of millions to “fight
terrorism” in Africa.

Rather than “an urgent effort to stop the spread of
al Qaeda and Islamic State in the region,” as Ameri-
can and African officials have claimed, the USOAN
contends that this is more likely a contingency plan
to preserve drone capabilities in the event of losing
their $110 million US drone base in Agadez, Niger.
Niger has also recently temporarily suspended the
granting of new mining licenses and ordered an audit
of the sector, a move that would invariably raise the
eyebrows of the US-EU-NATO axis of domination,
concerned over the future of exploitative access to the
mineral resources there, such as uranium. Resource
sovereignty runs counter to the true colonialist objec-
tives of US foreign policy.

BAP and the USOAN have called on all who sup-
port African sovereignty to denounce the US’ latest
imperialist moves in Western Africa as well as the
neocolonial African governments and collaborators
like the Ghanaian president Nana Akufo-Addo who,
face-to-face with US Secretary Antony Blinken, openly
begged for the US to violate the sovereignty of the
countries in the Alliance of Sahel States.

Black Alliance for Peace @&

Predator Drone. Photo: doctress neutopia — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0)
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Israel declares the Brazilian
president ‘persona non grata’

The government of Israel
declared the Brazilian presi-
dent, Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva,
as “persona non grata” after
the South American leader
compared the Zionist geno-
cide in Gaza with the Holocaust
committed by Nazi Germany
during World War II. Israeli
Foreign Minister Israel Katz
said he informed the Brazilian
president about the decision.
“He is a ‘persona non grata’ in
Israel until he apologises and
retracts his words,” he said.

In this sense, the chancellor
highlighted that Lula’s statements
constitute “a serious anti-Semitic
attack that desecrates the memory
of those who were murdered in the
Holocaust.”

In Ethiopia, after participat-
ing as a guest at the African Union
Summit, the Brazilian head of state
denounced the Israeli genocide
against the Palestinian people of
the Gaza Strip, where more than
29,000 people have been murdered
since last October.

“You know, what is happening
in the Gaza Strip with the Palestin-
ian people does not exist in any
other historical moment. In fact,
it existed when Hitler decided to
kill the Jews,” he said.

For his part, Israeli Prime Min-
ister Benjamin Netanyahu took aim
at the words of the head of the Bra-
zilian Executive, which he described
as “shameful and serious” while he
justified the genocide in Gaza with
the right to defend Israel.

“Comparing Israel to the Nazi
Holocaust and Hitler is crossing a
red line. Israel fights to defend it
and to ensure its future until total
victory and does so respecting inter-
national law,” said the premier of
the Israeli regime.

In response, the Brazilian
president asked Frederico Meyer,
Brazilian ambassador in Tel Aviv,
to return to Brazil for consultations.

In that same direction, the
secretary of the Brazilian Presi-
dency for international affairs,
Celso Amorim, said that “That is
absurd. It only increases Israel’s
isolation. Lula is wanted throughout
the world and at this moment who
is (persona) non grata? It’s Israel.”
Telesur &

@ Global Briefs

SAUDI ARABIA: When asked about normalisation of ties
with Israel at the Munich Security Conference, the Saudi
Foreign Minister said that the only pathway towards secu-
rity and stability in the Middle East, including Israel, was
through a Palestinian state. “We are focused on a cease-
fire and on lIsrael's withdrawal from Gaza and we are
focused on humanitarian access for the people of Gaza,”
he said. Saudi Arabia repeatedly stated that it would not
open diplomatic relations with Israel unless an independent
Palestinian state is recognised.

POLAND: Ukraine asked Poland to punish protesting farm-
ers as they spilled EU-bound Ukrainian grain during border
disputes. Polish farmers staged blockades across Poland
to protest against cheap Ukrainian grain imports and heavy
EU regulations. The fresh border blockades mark anoth-
er blow to Ukraine-Poland relations as Ukraine questions
the lack of reaction from the Polish authorities. Several
Ukrainian officials accused Polish farmers of acting in the
interests of Russia. Donald Tusk, the Polish Prime Minister,
called for calm and promised to find ‘solutions’ amid a wave
of farmer protests across Europe. Earlier he had warned
that the economic disputes with Ukraine could lead to “sud-
den anti-Ukrainian sentiment”. Tusk assured Ukrainian
President Zelensky that “Nothing will change in Poland’s
intention to help Kyiv fight off the Russian invasion’ during
his visit to Kyiv in January. However, he also vowed to pro-
tect Polish farmers from “unfair or inadequate competition.”

YEMEN: Yemen’s Houthi fighters claim to have shot down
a second US MQ-9 Reaper drone. “The Yemeni Armed
Forces will not hesitate to take more military measures
and carry out more qualitative operations against all hostile
targets in defense of beloved Yemen and in confirmation
of the position of support for the Palestinian people. The
operations of the Yemeni Armed Forces in the Red and
Arabian Seas will not stop until the aggression stops and
the siege on the Gaza Strip is lifted,” a Houthi spokesman
said. A British ship was attacked last Sunday in the Gulf
of Aden and suffered ‘catastrophic’ damage. The crew of
the attacked vessel abandoned the ship. The US Central
Command is concerned about the use of anti-ship missiles,
unmanned underwater vessels and unmanned surface ves-
sels that the Houthi fighters may use against the US navy.

UKRAINE: Last week the Russian Defence Ministry
announced that Avdeyevka, a northern suburb of Donetsk
was fully under Russian control. The Russian flag was
raised on the administrative building of the coke and chem-
ical plant there. Retreating Ukrainian troops left wounded
soldiers behind and urgent medical help was provided by
Russian medics.

ARGENTINA: The neo-liberal economic measures of
the recently elected Javier Millei have resulted in a sharp
rise in poverty levels. It is estimated that 27 million peo-
ple are poor, with 7 million destitute, the highest number in
20 years. The population of Argentina is about 46 million
people.
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Calling all readers

Give vus a laugh

The Guardian — the Workers Weekly
is in need of cartoonists, or humourists
If you can draw a cartoon, tell a joke,

or wrife up a quick parody,
send it to us at editor@cpa.org.au
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Australian Defence Force,
stick to your budget

Dear Editor,

Media reports on the weekend of 17-18
February 20 2024 about Australian
Defence Force (ADF) selling land to
raise cash for its new weapons sys-
tems are extremely disappointing.
The ADF garners about 10 per cent of
Australia’s annual budget and is look-
ing to increase this with the big spend
on nuclear powered submarines by
around 1-3 percentage points for next
20 years. The military is robbing the

budgets of Health, Education, and
Welfare while the ADF is rocked with
overspending and inappropriate expen-
ditures scandals.

How about Australian Defence Force
working within a reasonable budget and gift-
ing property such as RAAF Base Richmond
to the State Government’s ‘Homes NSW’ so
that public and affordable housing could be
built for the people of NSW?

Yours sincerely

Denis Doherty
Glebe

Guardian

Something
to say?
Write to

the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au

Streaming/TV review: Nemesis (ABC iview)

FJK

‘Who’s up for a bit over four-and-a-half
hours of Liberal and National Party
figures talking about each other? Let
me try again. Who’s up for an illumi-
nating look at the inner workings of a
tumultuous government?

The latter is what the ABC team behind
the three-part documentary Nemesis are
hoping you’ll sign up for, but it’s obviously
the first thing — a gaggle of the Liberal and
National Party MPs who took us through ten
years of climate change denial, incompetence,
opportunistic racism, and pork-barrelling
verging on outright corruption, all saying
what they thought about the three Prime
Ministers the Coalition served up to us. For
Guardian readers, a very politically aware
segment of the population, there won’t be
many surprises.

Abbott or Scott Morrison much — a fact
that has the same astonishment value as
the news the sun will rise tomorrow. Abbott
was aggressive. Morrison was (and is) an
oily and self-interested character even by
the standards of Australian parliamentary
politics. Some of the women in the Liberal
party room felt a bit on the outer. Coalition
politicians thought that the ‘stop the boats’
thing was effective, but some of them fretted
about it being needlessly cruel and inhumane.
If any of these things come as a surprise to
you, you haven’t been paying attention.
For this reviewer, the only real surprise
is that Christopher Pyne is just as unlike-
able when speaking as he is in still photos.
I was prepared to be surprised by his charm
and/or wisdom, especially now that he’s out
of power and can speak his mind, but no —
Pyne is just as nails-down-the-blackboard in
these interviews as he was in government.

Defence-related job apparently lined up while
he was serving as a Defence-related govern-
ment minister — that’s a major weakness of
Nemesis — it’s just politicians talking about
other politicians.

What is there is something Australians are
very good at in the area of reality television;
dressing up not very much with background
music and gripping camera angles. Nem-
esis is beautifully, dramatically presented.
Alot of ABC viewers probably sneer at the
emotion-drums and manipulative camera
work when it’s done on The Bachelor, but
it’s pretty much the same thing here. It’s just
done in an ‘ABC exposé’ style.

What the documentary/talk-fest smacks
of is what’s called ‘race calling,” whereby jour-
nalists cover politics as if the only thing that’s
really interesting is how well the politicians
operated on their own terms. So it is we see
Abbott talk about stopping what he called

for being “relentless” in doing that quickly,
but we aren’t given the list of promises that
Abbott broke at lightning pace. We also don’t
hear how hard the Coalition worked to make
Climate Change worse.

Christopher Pyne gets to give his opinion
about what a bad look it was that Abbott
only had one woman in his first cabinet, but
we don’t hear about the Gonski report. This
was an attempt by the Gillard government
to introduce some fairness into school fund-
ing. Abbott promised that he was on “a unity
ticket” with the government about Gonski.
When they got into power, Pyne, the new
Education Minister, breezily told reporters
he hadn’t bothered reading the report, but
that it didn’t matter because they were in
charge now. These things aren’t in Nemesis.
Despite the breathless revelations that all
Abbott and Morrison cared about was win-
ning, it’s hard to not think that that’s all the

Malcolm Turnbull doesn’t like Tony

The show doesn’t go into Pyne’s leap into a

‘the Carbon tax,” and Angus Taylor praise him

show makers cared about too. &

US: New national labour network formed to
‘end the death and devastation’

Seven national unions and
over two hundred local
unions announced the for-
mation of the National Labor
Network for Ceasefire (NLNC)
to “end the death and devas-
tation” in the Middle East,
and to expand support for
the ceasefire among unions
nationally.

Together, unions calling for a
ceasefire represent over 9 million
union members — more than half
the labour movement in the United
States. The NLNC launch comes on
the heels of a statement calling for
a ceasefire released by the AFL-CIO
last week — the largest federation of
unions in the United States.

Among the national unions
announcing the NLNC are the
American Postal Workers Union
(APWU), the Association of Flight
Attendants (AFA-CWA), the Inter-
national Union of Painters and
Allied Trades (IUPAT), the National
Education Association (NEA),
National Nurses United (NNU),
the United Auto Workers (UAW),
and the United Electrical Workers

(UE), joined by two hundred local
unions and labor organisations.
The NLNC has launched a web-
site (laborforceasefire.org) with
a call for unions and union mem-
bers to sign the ceasefire letter to
continue expanding labor’s ceasefire
movement.
The NLNC supports:
« An immediate ceasefire in Gaza
between Israel and Hamas
« Restoration of basic human
rights
« Immediate release of hostages
taken by Hamas
« Unimpeded full access for
humanitarian aid
« The US president calling for a
permanent ceasefire
The Network consists of unions
who have already signed the net-
work letter calling for a ceasefire,
combined with unions who have
made their own ceasefire state-
ments, and they represent over
9 million union members. This
continuing groundswell of labor
support for a permanent ceasefire
connected to US foreign policy is
unprecedented since the founding

of the American Federation of
Labor in 1886.

Some of the network unions
have released their own statements,
some have signed the NLNC letter,
and some have done both. What
all the unions have in common is
a passionate commitment to peace.

“The support for a ceasefire is
overwhelming. We can’t stand by
in the face of this suffering. We
cannot bomb our way to peace.
We express our solidarity with all
workers and our common desire for
peace in Palestine and Israel,” says
UE President Carl Rosen.

Network member and United
Auto Workers (UAW) President
Shawn Fain, says, “The UAW has
a long tradition of calling for peace
and justice for working class people
across the globe, and we live that
tradition today. In that spirit, we
call for an immediate end to the US
government’s funding and support
of this brutal assault on Gaza.”

The National Education Asso-
ciation (NEA) expressed deep
concern for the many women and
children being harmed in the war.

According to the Ministry of Health
in Gaza, more than 70 per cent of
deaths in Gaza involve women and
children. And according to report-
ing by the BBC, at least 94 of the
253 hostages taken were women
or children.

“As educators, we believe
strongly in our professional and
moral responsibility to teach and
model inclusion and respect for
differences, and we must speak
out against injustices and violence
towards innocent people, especially
children. Many educators feel a
deep connection to the children in
Israel and Palestine. We know that
our children are watching, hurting,
and in need of a lasting peace,” says
Rebecca Pringle, National Educa-
tion Association President.

“As a union that stands for
equality, social justice, human, and
labor rights, we unite with unions
and people of goodwill around the
world in calls for a ceasefire, for jus-
tice and peace,” says APWU Presi-
dent Mark Dimondstein. “The cries
of humanity call for nothing less.”

Bonnie Castillo, Executive

Director of National Nurses United
(NNU), says, “Nurses cannot allow
our patients and our colleagues to
continue suffering from the traumas
of war. We vow to protect and heal
all people, and it’s our duty to speak
up for every human being’s right to
a life free of violence. We’re calling
for a ceasefire now before one more
life is lost, before one more family
faces injuries or illnesses.”
Association of Flight Attend-
ants’ (AFA-CWA) President Sara
Nelson, a consistent social justice
supporter, noted, “Aviation’s first
responders bring people together
around the world. Saving lives
comes first. Nothing else is possible
without the security of peace, and
the necessary attention to basic
human needs. Ceasefire now.”
“Working people have a duty
to stand up. We know that neither
bombs nor bullets can fix a conflict
of this magnitude,” says James Wil-
liams Jr., President of the Interna-
tional Union of Painters, and Allied
Trades (IUPAT).
UE News @&
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That Putin-Carison
interview, the view
from China

Wang Qi

Russian President Vladimir Putin once again
attracted global attention after former Fox
News host Tucker Carlson released a two-hour
interview online, in which the Russian leader
spoke frankly about Russian-Ukraine conflict,
NATO expansion, and big power relations.

Analysts said through the interview, Putin’s first
with a Western media outlet since the outbreak of the
Russia-Ukraine military conflict nearly two years ago,
the Russian President expressed in the most direct
and authoritative way the position of Russia on many
important issues, which will help the public to form
a more balanced and fair view of Russia.

While the following attacks on Carlson by US
politicians and media reflected a “deep-seated Russia
rejection” among the American political elite, as well
as an inherent prejudice of racial, cultural, and power
superiority, which are not only a major challenge to
US-Russia relations, but also a source of geopolitical
chaos, they said.

Putin talked at length about the history of Eastern
Europe and Russia. Warning that defeating Russia in
Ukraine is “impossible,” Putin claimed that Russia
has no territorial claims to Poland, Latvia or other
countries on the continent.

The Russian leader said Moscow did not start a
war in 2022 but that its goal is to stop the war that
Ukraine unleashed in 2014.

According to the Russian President, US think tanks
and analysts, who have been engaged in Russian stud-
ies since the Cold War, have attempted to persuade
the US government to create several quasi-states on
Russian territory and subjugate their peoples.

Through Carlson’s interview, Putin conveyed to the
American public, in the most direct and authoritative
way, Russia’s views on issues such as the Ukraine crisis,
as well as the merits of the many disputes between
the US and Russia. It was a very high-quality conver-
sation that allowed the world to better recognise or
understand Russia’s position, Li Haidong, a profes-
sor at the China Foreign Affairs University, told the
Global Times.

Six hours after Carlson posted the interview on
X / Twitter, it had received more than 520,000 likes
and 151,000 retweets.

“The effect of the exchange is obvious. It was also
a successful effort to shape Putin’s image, among the
world public, especially the American public,” said
Li, “this interview will enable the American public
to form a more balanced views on topics such as the
Russia-Ukraine conflict, without being misled by the
US media and politicians.”

“Anyone who watched the interview objectively
would have to agree that Putin is not the monster
we were told he was, and negotiations can be made
if there is competency from US leadership. Hopefully
this will change the perception of the US being inno-
cent darlings in the conflict, and can eventually lead

to mass realisation that the US/NATO are the ones
who brought war and weapons to Russia’s doorstep
via espionage and CIA colour revolutions,” wrote
one X user.

“Unfortunately, the interview will not have the
slightest impact on US policymakers who lack any
self-reflection. On the contrary, it will be portrayed by
the US mainstream media as a Russian propaganda
campaign,” Li said.

Prior to the interview airing, Carlson attracted
broad criticism, with former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton labelling him a “useful idiot.” The Guardian
said that the interview marked “a new level of infamy.”

This shows once again that the key issue between
Russia and US confrontation stems from the deep-
rooted Russia rejection by the American political elites,
as well as from an inherent sense of “racial superior-
ity, cultural superiority, and superiority of power” in
the way they look at and deal with European secu-
rity matters and their policy towards Russia, Li said,
“This is also the most serious challenge confronted
by international affairs.

The Russia-Ukraine conflict is likely to carry on
in 2024, as it’s hard for the Biden administration to
make a policy switch, and the majority of America’s
political elites still want to defeat Russia on the bat-
tlefield.” Li remarked.

During the interview, Putin also noted that Russia
is ready to supply gas to Europe via surviving pipe
of Nord Stream 2, however Germany decided not to
reactivate it.

Stubborn, short-sighted and dangerous policies
put in place by US and Western political elites will
continue for some time, Li said, “only when US diplo-
macy suffers a real huge setback will their elites do
real soul-searching, and that will be the time to end
the Ukraine crisis.”

In response to the West’s demonisation of the
rise of China, Putin said that China’s foreign policy
philosophy is not aggressive. Analysts hailed Putin’s
remarks as it objectively demonstrates the nature
of China’s diplomatic pursuit of peace and stability.

Chinese experts noted that US political conserva-
tives represented by Carlson have a kind of resistance
and prejudice against China that comes from their
ideology. President Putin’s remarks, which were based
on an objective, deep and accurate understanding of
China’s diplomacy, are helpful in correcting the biased
understanding of China and in easing the anxiety of
Western societies about China’s peaceful development,
according to one Beijing-based expert.

This interview with Putin is also conducive for
Western society to be more objective about the nature
of China’s diplomatic philosophy and actions, and
conveys an image to the international community
that China is the one that is truly peaceful and stable,
said one expert.

This is undoubtedly a display of the close strategic
partnership between Russia and China, he added.
Global Times &

only when US diplomacy suffers a real huge
setback will their elites do real soul-searching

Subscription to The GUdr didn

[ Special offer: 10 issues for $10 (new subscriptions only)
NAME:

(112 months: $100 ($80 conc/$150 solidarity) (16 months: $55 ($40 conc/$80 solidarity)

The Guardian

Editorial Office
74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, 2010
Ph: 02 9699 8844 Fax: 02 9699 9833
Email: guardian@cpa.org.au

ADDRESS:

Editor:

Phone in details on 02 9699 8844 or
Guardian Subscriptions

or by credit card: Mastercard dVisa
Card#

Expiry Date: /

Amount:
Signature:

POSTCODE:
Pay by [dCheque dMoney order (Payable to “Guardian Publications”)
info@cpa.org.au Or send to:

74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
*$20 minimum on cards

Date:

Floyd Kermode

Published by
Guardian Publications Australia Ltd
74 Buckingham St,
Surry Hills, 2010

Printed by
Spotpress Newspapers
The Print Centre, corner Hume Highway
and Muir Roadd, Chullora, NSW
Responsibility for electoral comment
is taken by T Pearson,
74 Buckingham St,

Surry Hills, 2010

26 February 2024 11

@.  Half the Sky

Palestinian women
AS

Since the events of 7 October the people of the
western world have been subject to an unceasing prop-
aganda campaign aimed at getting us to feel sympathy
for the settlers engaged in an active genocide against the
Palestinian people. One of the most notable aspects of
this has been the weaponisation of sexual assault and the
orientalisation of Palestinian men — ie treating Palestinian
men as exotic, unchangeable and fundamentally differ-
ent to white, European ‘us.” We are encouraged to believe
that the attacks on 7 October were so savage and bar-
barous that any amount of violence meted out in return
is justified. The existence of Palestinian women is almost
completely erased in this narrative.

So, how are the women of Palestine doing? According
to the UN agency for women, not well. Since the begin-
ning of Israel’s assault on Gaza, approximately 30,000
Palestinians have been killed by Israel. The UN states
that 70 per cent of those are women and girls, a dispro-
portionate number especially considering assurances
that only Hamas is being targeted. Almost 1 million wom-
en and girls have been displaced from their homes and
are currently living in makeshift refugee camps. Many of
these camps have been struck by Israeli bombs on multi-
ple occasions, lending credibility to suspicions that it may
be intentional. In the past governments of settler states
have tried to wipe out their indigenous population by
sterilizing women, or removing children. Israel’s killing of
Palestinian women may be a more direct method.

Israel has also set itself the goal of destroying Palestinian
infrastructure. Most hospitals have now been bombed
multiple times and many have been stormed by soldiers
on the ground with the dubious justification that Hamas
has tunnels underneath them. This puts significant pres-
sure of pregnant women of which there are currently
50,000. Of those, 180 are giving birth every day without
access to obstetric services and in unsanitary conditions.
This has had a flow-on effect of increasing mortality rates
of mothers and infants. The blockade of food has meant
that once a child is born, mothers often can’'t produce
enough milk or acquire formula to feed their baby further
increasing child mortality and creating untold trauma for
the mothers. According to the Turkish public broadcaster
TRT even once a child is born it is not safe as there are
reports of Israeli soldiers kidnapping blond Palestinian
children under the guise of rescuing hostages.

One of the big lies of the media coverage in this conflict is
the idea that the “war” started recently. This is obviously
false, and by examining the condition of women we can
see this clearly. Most of the problems written about here
existed before 7 October, although at a more moderate
level. Palestinian mothers and children have been suf-
fering from malnutrition since the beginning of the Israeli
blockade of Gaza in 2007. Sexual assault of Palestinian
women and girls in the West Bank by soldiers and set-
tlers almost always goes completely unpunished, allowing
perpetrators to act with impunity.

Impunity is the key, as women around the world know
only too well. So long as Israeli settlers and soldiers are
allowed to act with impunity and with support from the
quisling west, the women of Palestine will suffer a large
share of the brunt of settler imperialist violence.




12 26 February 2024

Fund to keep the good work going.

International

Coming up in the
Australian Marxist Review

Guardian readers should also be Australian Marxist Review (AMR) readers
if they want to know more about Communist theory and history than is
usually covered in a weekly newspaper. The AMR is the Communist Party
of Australia’s long-form journal, and like the Guardian can be subscribed
to via the cpa.org.au website, or read online.

Like the Guardian, we might add, the AMR needs donations to the Press

Here are some tasters from the coming AMR, issue 76

What’s going on with democracy and
socialism in Vietnam today? The AMR
features an article by Dr Vu Trong Lam on
“Raising awareness and addressing correctly
the practice of democracy — rule of law and
social discipline nexus in Vietnam today”.
The Australian Marxist Review believes this
article will be useful in deepening members
of the CPA understanding of the development
of Socialism in Vietnam and for strengthen-
ing the relationship between communists in
Vietnam and Australia.

In October 2023, the 23rd International
meeting of Communist and Workers Parties
took place in Izmir, Tiirkiye. CPA General
Secretary Andrew Irving was there, and has
recommended publication of a speech from
that conference by the Communist Party of
Italy which gives a Marxist-Leninist analysis
of a range of significant international ques-
tions. Andrew recommends it to “ those who
are interested in the transformation of society
from capitalism to Socialism.”

The AMR also helps deepen our knowl-
edge of Australian Communist experience
with a series of long form interviews with
experienced comrades from around the
country. This edition features an interview
with Comrade Sally Mitchell, covering her
life as the daughter of communist parents,
experience in the Eureka Youth League and
the Young Socialist League, as well as an 18
month visit to the Soviet Union.

Like Vietnam, China is subject to a
mixture of neglect and lazy stereotyping
in most Australian and western English-
language media. Comrade Roland Boer
who lives and teaches in China has pro-
vided to the AMR the reflective piece “Let
a Hundred Flowers Bloom: My Experience
of China Today” to capture his reflections
arising from returning to China following
the opening of borders and of the inspiring
changes and developments in the building of
a modern socialist country in China today.
These changes particularly detail the self-
reform processes led by the Communist
Party of China in strengthening advances
in China’s socialist modernisation.

Guardian readers have recently seen
excerpts from Comrade David Matters speech
on Lenin in this paper. AMR #76 presents an
interview which covers the experiences that
led David to socialism and a look at some of
the blind alleys that can divert people from
a truly revolutionary position.

You may also recognise William Briggs’
name from frequent contributions to this
paper. William was the last Guardian cor-
respondent to the Soviet Union, and in a
reflective piece, “To Moscow and back again,’
he provides an illuminating testimony of
the final years of the Soviet Union and of
his experience of the counter-revolutionary

wave that destroyed socialism there and in
eastern Europe.

EXCERPTS FROM AMR 76

From ‘Raising awareness and
addressing correctly the practice of
democracy - rule of law and social
discipline nexus in Vietham today

The practice of democracy in politics, in
political participation, in social governance
of citizens has the following outstanding
manifestations: meetings and exchanges
between deputies of the National Assembly,
deputies of the People’s Council, and voters
before and after national congresses are
organised so that the voices of citizens can be
heard, their recommendations on the Party’s
undertakings and the government policies
and laws can be listened and deputies can
present their report on how they hear the
people’s opinions.

The voice of the people at the grassroots
level is heard and respected. Their reasonable
recommendations on government policies
are heard by deputies who submit them to
competent authorities to make timely adjust-
ments. It shows that the people’s right to
mastery, and their involvement in assess-
ing and reforming policies are respected
and implemented. Citizens’ petitions and
complaints about violations of democracy
and laws; manifestations of bureaucracy,
irresponsibility; unethical deeds; acts of bul-
lying, harassment, and corruption of public
officials have been gathered, investigated, and
handled. It is an attitude of respect and pro-
tection toward citizens by practical actions.

Significant progress has been made in
reducing insubstantial meetings with citi-
zens, stopping making empty promises, and
shirking duties of public agencies. Citizens
can raise their voices to complete draft legal
documents and draft documents of the Party
through Congress. Democracy in recent years
has also been strengthened by creating an
environment and mechanism for citizens to
control State power, prevent violations of
laws and Party’s rules among officials and
Party members, interest groups who harm
the common interests of society, tarnish the
reputation of the Party and cause the decline
of State power.

From the speech to the International
Meeting of Communist and Workers’
Parties (IMCWP) by the Party of
Communists (ltaly).

In Western Europe we have no Iranian,
Chinese or Russian military bases, nor will
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we ever have them. We have no governments
run from outside, except by the USA. The
task of communists in Western Europe is to
fight against their own imperialism, as Lenin
taught us. Opportunism leads to an alliance
with its own imperialism, as Kautsky did; we
have to do just the opposite. Popular feel-
ings against US dominance in our countries
are widespread in broad, even contradictory
circles. The anti-Chinese and anti-Russian
propaganda is overwhelming and it fuels
the people’s adherence to align themselves
with imperialism in their own home country.
Countering this propaganda, destroying the
construction of the phantom “imperialist”
dangers of China and Russia is the main
aim of our propaganda. The propaganda’s
vision of the pro-imperialist left that jointly
denounces both NATO and China and Russia
does nothing but fuelling confusion among
the popular masses, leading them to a state
of resignation (“they are all the same”) that
eventually leads to apathy and acceptance of
the “inevitable” reality (“we’re on this side,
because on the other side it’s the same or
maybe even worse!”).

From Sally Mitchell interview

SM: No, not obviously this end, that
end they were just not very good at hiding
it [phone-tapping]. So you if you were aware
of that, I must admit that I think maybe I'm
a bit blasé with some of our younger com-
rades about this issue because I have grown
up just knowing that the government will
spy on you, the government are arseholes,
they do invade your privacy, they do things
that they don'’t tell the rest of the world that
they are doing, they do listen in on your
phone calls. I now recall clearly, I was back
home here, Dad had gone back and we were
not sure when he was coming home. It was
around that time that I was expecting to
get a call from him to let me know. I got a
phone call from somebody else. ‘T hear that
your dad is coming home on such and such

a date’. There was no reason for that person
to know that sort of information. Absolutely
none whatsoever. It was so far out of the
realm, I knew that they were family friends
that sort of thing, but for them to have that
sort of information, there was no way he got
it through anywhere else other than ASIO.
You know. We always knew that they were
doing it. Dad used to say when we were kids
‘no staying on the phone any longer than 2
minutes’, 5 minutes, whatever. You would
hear clicks in the line and things like that.

From Roland Boer: ‘Let a Hundred
Flowers Bloom: My Experience of
China Today’

I have noticed a significant return of
social trust. The value of social trust comes
out of China’s millennia-long cultural tra-
dition, in the sense that you can trust the
person with whom you are dealing. Of course,
China’s history has had periods when there
was a distinct lack of social trust, most
recently the “wild 9os” and its aftermath
in the first decade of the new century. For
most people, this loss of social trust was an
affront to deep cultural values, so they have
welcomed in so many ways the return of this
value into daily life.

From the David Matters interview

The reactionary teachers were better at
recruiting us towards communism than the
progressive ones. In Primary School, in South
Berkeley, we had a Social Studies teacher who
was a full-on liberal, so we hated him from
the beginning. He would give us a lecture
on the dangers of the Soviet Union. When I
first heard about the Soviet Union I was 10
or 11 years old and I wrote a little paragraph,
which for me was extreme writing, and I wrote
that Communism was a good idea because
the people won’t go hungry anymore. I've
experienced hunger. &
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