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The Albanese government continues 
to sink to new lows attempting to rush 
through draconian deportation laws. 
Thousands of non-citizens could face 
deportation or mandatory jail terms of 
1 to 5 years if the legislation is passed. 
Whole countries could be blacklist-
ed and their citizens refused entry to 
Australia.

This legislation seeks to give the Immi-
gration Minister new powers to incarcerate 
non-visa holders, including stateless people 
and those fl eeing persecution.

“Australia has obligations to protect 
people fl eeing persecution under interna-
tional law but these proposed laws, again, 
have Australia punishing and criminalising 
people seeking protection here,” said spokes-
person for the Australian Lawyers Alliance, 
Anthony Kerin.

BYPASSING 
THE HIGH COURT

The Migration Amendment (Removal 
and Other Measures) Bill is the second piece 
of legislation in less than 6 months attempt-
ing to get around a High Court decision that 
found indefi nite administrative detention to 
be a form of punishment that can usually 
only be imposed by a court where a person 
has been found guilty of a crime.

On 8 November 2023 the High Court 
found in the case of a plaintiff  identifi ed as 
NZYQ, that administrative detention where 
there was “no real prospect of removal from 
Australia becoming practicable in the rea-
sonably foreseeable future” to be outside 
executive (in eff ect government) power.

As a result of that decision the govern-
ment had to release around 140 detainees. 
Following the line taken by the by Opposi-
tion leader Peter Dutton, the government 
moved quickly to introduce new laws on 

16 November subjecting those who were 
released from unlawful indefi nite detention 
to 28 mandatory conditions restricting their 
movement and conduct, including electronic 
monitoring, curfews, and fi nancial aff airs.

While the Opposition and media have 
run a scare campaign about murderers and 
paedophiles being let loose and endangering 
the community, many of those released have 
never been convicted of a crime. Those who 
did commit a crime have served their time.

Court challenges have already been fi led 

claiming these restrictions to be inherently 
punitive and hence beyond the powers of 
executive detention. In other words, those 
measures might also prove to be illegal.

“The government is not free to detain 
non-citizens at will, or to create another 
punitive detention regime to replace the one 
that was struck down,” the Human Rights 
Law Centre said.

This latest bill is an attempt to do just 
that. It goes even further giving the Minister 
for Immigration the unprecedented power 

to blacklist whole populations or groups of 
people from obtaining visas to come to Aus-
tralia on a temporary or permanent basis.

CRUEL
The bill has three parts: 
1. Non-citizens who have “no right” to 

be in Australia should leave voluntarily 
and other countries should cooperate with 
Australia to facilitate the “lawful return” of 
their citizens.

Continued on page 2
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Melbourne Communist Party 
of Australia members are a 
regular fi xture at the now-
weekly rallies in support of 
Palestine and against the 
ongoing genocide there, 
proudly holding the Party 
banner and marching in sup-
port. On Saturday 28 March, 
members decided that there’s 
no such thing as too much 
support and held a standalone 
action on the steps of the Vic-
torian Parliament. Members 
walked from the CPA’s Mel-
bourne offi  ce and set up a 
banner and sound equipment. 
Party speakers reminded the 
crowd that:
• The ongoing genocide might 

seem remote, but it aff ects 
everyone in Australia. Because 
our government won’t stop 
arms exports to Israel or to its 
sponsor the USA, this country 
is complicit, and there’s much 
more the government could do.

• The issue is often depicted as 
a complex one, but it isn’t. The 

fact is children are being killed 
and we’re against that.

Comrades distributed Guard-
ians and engaged with passers-by. 
Comrades also showed support for 
the ‘sitifada,’ an ongoing pro-Pales-
tinian action at Parliament which 
welcomed the CPA contingent.

The following week, Melbourne 

Branch turned out for the Cuban 
people, outside the US Consulate 
for the Australian Friends of Cuba 
Society event, again with Party 
placards demanding the US end 
the unjust blockade of socialist 
Cuba, and get Cuba off  its unjust 
and spurious list of ‘state sponsors 
of terror.’ 

Stand with Paul
“Extra proud to be a communist today.” 
This was the reaction of one Communist Party of 

Australia member to the news that Paul Keating, known 
as ‘Keato,’ of the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) 
had been arrested at a protest against ZIM shipping 
on 24 March.

The Maritime Union of Australia, and Keato were 
protesting, and trying to prevent ZIM going about its 
normal business because of what Israel is doing in 
Palestine. ZIM is an Israeli shipping company which 
has delivered weapons to Israel.

Israel has killed about 32 thousand people since 
7 October last year, thousands of them children. 
As another comrade remarked at a Party action in 
Melbourne, “too many children are dying.” A lot of 
media outlets try to dress this up as a disagreement, 
or a matter of opinion. Even calling what Israel is do-
ing in Palestine “a war,” is hiding the truth. What’s 
happening is this: they’re killing children.

In protesting and being arrested, Keato and the 
MUA are following in a long tradition of international 
solidarity for both communists and maritime unions. 
Maritime workers took action in support of Indonesian 
freedom fi ghters against Dutch colonialists in the fi ght 
for independence after World War Two (see Guardian 
#2075, 23 October 2023). Before that they memora-
bly took action against exports of pig iron to pre-war 
Japan, not long before that country, led by fascists, 
used that pig iron to make shells, ships, and planes 
with which to menace the Australian mainland. In 
that protest, communists and maritime workers were 
opposed by Robert Menzies, founding father of the 
Liberal Party of Australia.

Getting arrested is easier than it used to be. Security 
powers in this country are a ratchet that only moves 
in one direction. We know from recent history that 
those powers can be misused. Witness the NSW police 
using powers designed to fi ght terrorism to imprison a 
Youtube comedian/journalist for the crime of annoying 
a State Government minister, and West Australia com-
ing down on protesters outside a Woodside executive’s 
house like a ton of bricks, under legislation meant for 
security purposes. 

The misuse and the powers will only get worse as 
governments and their backers feel threatened. In the 
case of environmental protests, bourgeois governments 
act for fossil fuel corporations which are also donors. 
When it comes to Palestine, the NSW Labor govern-
ment is acting for the USA, as the federal ALP does 
when it drags its heels on the mildest of reproofs of 
Israel’s genocidal campaign.

NSW Premier Chris Minns reproved protesters 
for obstructing ZIM’s business, saying they weren’t 
“helping their cause,” as though more politeness and 
etiquette on the part of Keato and the other union 
members arrested might have lead to any action on 
Labor’s part at a state or federal level.

Communist Party members will keep protesting 
and keep up the action. The IDF are killing too many 
children. It’s not an occasion for politeness.

A lot of articles in this paper fi nish with a collection 
of calls to action: contact a politician, call your local 
member, join us at the demonstration. These calls for 
action are for real. Protest works. That’s why they want 
to stop it. It doesn’t always work on the spot, or in the 
way you want it to work, but it works. 

The Guardian, the Workers’ Weekly is also extra 
proud to be publicising protests and encouraging Party 
members and supporters to participate. If you can’t get 
to an action, have a look at the other calls to action. 
We don’t put ‘call a member’ or ‘email your MP’ at the 
end of a piece to take up space. Politicians track every 
email, letter, and call, and they add them up.

Every eff ort counts. Keep an eye on the Guardian 
and join in when and where you can.

We have lives to save.

Guardian
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Continued from page 1
2. It becomes a crime for individuals not to cooper-

ate with removal eff orts where they have been given 
a direction to do so, such as apply for a passport. The 
penalty for non-compliance is a minimum 1 year up 
to fi ve years jail sentence and a possible fi ne of more 
than $90,000.

3. The Minister has new powers to designate a 
country as a ‘removal concern country’ if that coun-
try refuses to accept the forcible return of their own 
nationals. With a few exceptions citizens from that 
country would be prevented from making visa appli-
cations to Australia.

The bill criminalises anyone refusing to cooper-
ate in their return to a country where they fear harm 
and persecution.

“This is an extraordinary abuse of the criminal 
process to coerce people, including those who fear 
persecution, to return to their countries,” CEO of the 
Refugee Council of Australia Paul Power said.

Those who could be aff ected include “unlawful 
non-citizens” (people without a visa, including those 
in immigration detention), Bridging (Removal Pend-
ing) visa holders, and other non-citizens on a removal 
pathway who hold a visa. This includes asylum seek-
ers who arrive by boat who Australia treats as illegal 
entrants, contrary to international law. Incredibly, 
it includes any non-citizens prescribed in migration 
regulations, which could allow the minister to arbi-
trarily designate other groups.

These are powers found in an autocratic state, not 
a so-called democracy preaching human rights. They 
constitute a gross breach of Australia’s obligations 
under the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
and Refugee Convention.

They are the actions of a self-styled “war time 
government” that has committed itself to a confl ict 

unprecedented in history which would result in masses 
of displaced people, many seeking safety in Australia. 
Those people would all be barred.

BLACKLISTING COUNTRIES
Point 3 could see people from specifi c countries 

such as Iran, Afghanistan, Myanmar, South Sudan, or 
Yemen banned from entering Australia. The govern-
ment has not indicated which countries are on its hit 
list, but did point out that the US and UK that have 
bans on citizens of specifi c countries.

It is a form of collective punishment which could 
have serious ramifi cations for Australia’s international 
reputation, currently being shredded by its support for 
Israel. It could also aff ect the ability of family mem-
bers of immigrants to migrate to or visit Australia.

The Coalition supported the November bill pass-
ing it into law. MPs were only given a few hours to 
consider this latest bill which saw complaints from 
the Greens, independents, and the Coalition over the 
government’s haste. The Coalition still supported it 
in the Lower House, but joined the Greens and cross-
benchers in the Senate blocking and referring it to a 
Senate legal committee for examination. The com-
mittee is to report by 7 May.

“It is a farce that this legislation has anything to 
do with protecting the Australian community; it is 
all about Labor protecting itself from being attacked 
by the Liberals for being soft on refugees,” said Ian 
Rintoul of the Refugee Action Coalition.

“As so often in the past, Labor is throwing more 
human rights principles overboard. This draconian 
legislation must be opposed.”

Labor should offer protection to those who 
seek asylum on our shores, or refuge from persecu-
tion or danger in their homeland. This bill must be 
defeated. 
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Statement 

International Aid Workers - including an Australian - Killed in Israeli Airstrike 

The General Delegation of Palestine is shocked and grieved by reports that an Israeli airstrike 
killed four international humanitarian aid workers with the World Central Kitchen charity and 
their Palestinian driver after the group helped to deliver desperately-needed humanitarian 
aid to northern Gaza. One of the casualties has been identified as Australian aid-worker Ms 
Zomi Frankcom. 

Humanitarian relief personnel and UN employees must be protected in accordance with 
international humanitarian law, and should never be targeted by attacks. This is not the first 
time that Israel has targeted humanitarian relief personnel during its genocidal onslaught on 
Gaza; since 7 October 2023, the United Nations has recorded an “unprecedented number of 
violations against its staff and facilities that surpass any other conflict around the world”, with 
at least 174 UN employees killed by Israeli airstrikes and bombardments in just five months. 
As reported by Médecins Sans Frontières (Doctors Without Borders), “Israel’s blatant and 
total disregard for the protection of Gaza’s medical facilities or humanitarian workers has 
made the provision of care and lifesaving assistance an almost impossible task.” These latest 
killings prove once again that Israel, the occupying Power, has no regard for international law, 
the binding measures ordered by the International Court of Justice (ICJ), or the international 
community’s calls to protect civilians and aid workers. 

We urgently call on the international community, including Australia, to condemn this 
unacceptable and unjustifiable killing in the strongest terms and to call for an immediate, 
permanent ceasefire in Gaza to enable humanitarian relief personnel to continue their life-
saving work and deliver sustainable, sufficient, unimpeded humanitarian aid to the starved 
and besieged Palestinian people in Gaza.  

The General Delegation of Palestine wishes to express our sincere condolences to Ms 
Frankcom’s family, friends, and colleagues at the World Central Kitchen charity, and to the 
Australian government for the loss of such a brave and humanitarian citizen. 

For more information, please contact the General Delegation of Palestine to Australia, 
Aotearoa New Zealand and the Pacific. 

Victorian Liberal Party bail policy 
‘dangerous and nasty’

Just months after Victoria’s 
bail laws were changed, the 
Liberal Party have introduced 
a Bill to reinstate the old bail 
laws that destroyed families 
and communities.

Victoria’s bail laws were 
changed last year after the Coro-
ner found them to be a “complete 
and unmitigated disaster” during an 
inquest into the passing of Veronica 
Nelson – a proud Gunditjmara, 
Dja Dja Wurrung, Wiradjuri, and 
Yorta Yorta woman – who was 
remanded for shoplifting related 
off ences. The changes that were 
passed by the Victorian Parliament 
late last year came after decades of 
advocacy by Aboriginal and Torres 

Strait Islander people, and experts 
– including those with lived experi-
ence. The laws are due to take eff ect 
later this month.

Punitive bail laws have been 
a signifi cant cause of the over-
incarceration of Aboriginal people. 
Victoria’s bail laws saw the number 
of Aboriginal people incarcerated 
in Victoria almost double over the 
decade leading up to the COVID-
19 pandemic. The bail laws saw 
the total prison population climb 
signifi cantly and it was common 
for more than half of the people 
in Victoria’s prisons to be unsen-
tenced. Aboriginal women were 
particularly impacted, and there 
were times where over 80 per cent 

of Aboriginal women in Victoria’s 
prisons were unsentenced.

During the parliamentary 
debates about the bail changes last 
year, many Liberal and National 
Members of Parliament went to 
extreme lengths to avoid saying 
Veronica Nelson’s name.

This year, the Liberal and 
National parties announced that 
they had decided to withdraw from 
the Treaty process in Victoria – a 
decision made without consult-
ing Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people.

It is disgraceful that the Liberal 
and National parties in Victoria 
continue to silence Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander voices. They 

are making decisions about our lives 
that put us in danger.

Nerita Waight, CEO of the 
Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service 
has said that the policies of the 
Liberal and National parties “will 
put Aboriginal lives at risk,” adding 
that the Coalition in Victoria seems 
“seem scared to even say Veronica 
Nelson’s name”.

“John Pesutto promised Victori-
ans that he would be diff erent from 
the failed leaders that preceded him, 
but ignoring Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander voices is more of the 
same tired politics.”

“John Pesutto seems incapa-
ble or unwilling to even respond 
to our letters, and (Victorian 

National Party leader) Peter Walsh 
behaves like he thinks his job is to 
reinstate the Victorian Aborigines 
Protection Act rather than help our 
people build better lives through 
self-determination.”

“The truth is that the bail chang-
es last year did not go far enough. 
The next step in bail reform should 
be to implement Poccum’s Law in 
full, the bail reforms that Veronica 
Nelson’s family and experts have 
been asking for.”
Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service 

Drop the charges! Repeal the NSW anti-protest laws

The Communist Party of Australia has followed the events that took 
place at Sydney’s Port Botany on Sunday 24 March in which 19 protes-
tors were arrested and charged under the state’s draconian anti-protest 
laws. These laws are a disgrace and must be repealed.
Members of the community, trade unionists among them, and members 
and offi  cials of the Maritime Union of Australia joined hundreds of protes-
tors demanding a permanent ceasefi re and the end of genocide in Gaza.
The demonstraters had organised a peaceful blockade of a ZIM con-
tainer ship carrying cargo, some of which has been deemed dangerous, 
that would later be used against the Palestinian people. It is not the fi rst 
time that ZIM container ships have been targeted in Australian ports.
The CPA condemns the NSW police actions and excessive use of force 
against people concerned about the current situation in Gaza and want-
ing an end to the genocide. The Australian government should act to 
demand a permanent ceasefi re and stop all military sales of weapons 
or component parts to Israel.
The CPA expresses its full solidarity with Paul Keating, Sydney MUA 
branch secretary, its offi  cials and the other demonstraters who were 
arrested and will face court on 8th May.
All charges should be dropped and we call on the NSW state Parliament 
to repeal the anti-protest laws. These laws are unnecessary in any liberal 
democracy and their enactment undermines the civil and democratic 
rights of the NSW people.
We congratulate the protestors who continue to defy draconian legisla-
tion until the people of Palestine are free.
We call on the Australian government to join the 139 countries who 
have pledged themselves to a unilateral recognition of an independent 
Palestinian state.

Central Committee Executive
Communist Party of Australia
31 March 2024
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Victorian TAFE teachers are one step closer 
to industrial action – including possible stop 
work action – after an application for a pro-
tected action ballot was approved by the Fair 
Work Commission.

The ballot asks members to endorse a range of 
possible actions, including bans and limitations on 
work performed, and stop work actions. 

The Australian Education Union (AEU) Victorian 
Branch has notifi ed the standalone TAFE institutes 
and the Victorian government that the union will not 
participate in negotiations after employers and the 
Allan government have failed to put a fair deal on 
the table for TAFE teachers after 20 months of talks. 

AEU Victorian Branch President Meredith Peace 
said the Allan Labor government had turned their 
back on their most important TAFE asset: the teach-
ers that deliver high quality education and training to 
students. “When  government and TAFEs don’t listen, 
it is time to take action,” Peace said.

“TAFE teachers are burnt out, working longer 
hours than ever before and do not even have pay 
parity with teachers in schools.

“There is a signifi cant shortage of TAFE teachers, 
with many more planning to leave the profession to 
return to industry where they can often earn more 
without the stress and excessive workloads. 

“TAFE teachers have been patient, but we have 
been negotiating for 20 months and the state gov-
ernment and the TAFEs have failed to put a fair deal 
on the table.

“TAFE teachers play a vital role in preparing and 
educating skilled workers for Victorian industry and 
the community. They are absolutely critical to our 
economy.

“The Allan Labor government can’t properly tackle 
the skills shortage facing many industries until they 
address the shortage of TAFE teachers. They need to 
act in good faith and fund a fair and decent pay rise 
and conditions to retain existing TAFE teachers and 
attract new ones,” Peace said.

“For the past 10 years, the state government has 
allowed Victoria to be the lowest-funded state for 
vocational education and training – short-changed 
by almost 20 per cent compared to other states and 
territories. The government said they would ‘save 
TAFE.’ It’s time they saved TAFE teachers too, by 
delivering fair and decent salaries and conditions.

“The government’s salary off er of 3 per cent per 
year doesn’t address the needs of teachers, or the 
students, industries, and communities they serve. 

On top of that, TAFEs want some teachers to teach 
more hours which will add to excessive workloads 
at a time when workloads need to be reduced. This 
is unacceptable and shows that the government and 
TAFEs aren’t listening.

TAFE teachers are seeking a reduction in teaching 
hours to help alleviate unsustainably high workloads, 
improved access to higher level teaching qualifi ca-
tions so students can continue to benefi t from quality 
vocational education and training, and pay increases 
to bring them in line with school teachers and further 
increases over the life of any new agreement.

There is a $6,600 diff erence in salary between 
experienced school and TAFE teachers, and from 1 
July 2024 this gap is set to grow to $7,742 or over 7 
per cent. According to the union, the government and 
TAFEs want teachers to teach more hours per week.

“There is no justifi cation for the Allan government 
to value TAFE teachers less than school teachers,” 
Peace said
AEU
If you’re a TAFE teacher, make sure you vote! Do you feel 
undervalued and overworked? How do you feel about 
being asked to do more hours without a pay rise? Write 
to editor@cpa.org.au and let us know. 

Australia

In the 18th century, there was joy among civilised people 
because thought had fi nally broken free of the cant of reli-
gion. It was hailed as ‘The Enlightenment.’ Science had at last 
replaced superstition and fear of the unknown. It was thought 
these twin evils, having been cast aside at last would never 
rise again. There was much – indeed, an enormous amount – 
that was still unknown, but it was also clear that everything in 
the universe was in fact knowable. It was just a matter of time 
and research.

It was also the age of the triumph and consolidation of capital-
ism, which in the 18th and 19th centuries supplanted feudalism. 
Capitalism’s drive for sources of profi t in turn required the rapid 
development of science and technology. A skilled workforce, 
an educated populace, was a prerequisite for the further devel-
opment of this new dominant social system. Ignorance and 
superstition were a hindrance to it.

Except, paradoxically, when they were of use, such as in times 
of war. Because of capitalism’s promotion of greed and law-
of-the-jungle “competition,” wars were frequent. Ignorance and 
superstition were of use too during the various economic cri-
ses that capitalism is prone to, crises that caused great misery 
and suffering among that same skilled, educated and increas-
ingly secularised workforce.

Meanwhile the proponents of religion and other forms of 
obscurantism were not idle, fi ghting back with all their might 
to regain their lost hold on the minds of the people, to rebuild 
their position of infl uence, to undermine and overthrow the new 
dominance of science in intellectual life. Today, in the period of 
capitalism’s decadence, this assault on a scientifi c world-view 
is more vigorous, more widespread and more sophisticated 
than ever before.

Ours is a time when political reaction is attacking democrat-
ic rights and freedoms around the globe. At the same time 
the people are rallying to resist these attacks and to over-
throw oppressive regimes. In these circumstances, right-wing 
political forces have passionately embraced religious fun-
damentalism – Christian, Islamic, and Jewish – as a potent 
weapon in this ideological struggle.

Once again, ignorance and superstition are being pro-
moted with all the resources capitalism commands. The 
Enlightenment, like everything, is a process, and clearly it is a 
process that still has a way to go.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: The Albanese government. 
Their rushed move to introduce the Migration Amendment 
(Removals and Other Measures) Bill is yet another attempt to 
defl ect criticism from Peter Dutton rather than protect asylum 
seekers from being harmed by detention or dictatorial gov-
ernments. Like other aspects of the Migration Act this is more 
fundamentally fl awed and draconian legislation that will allow 
the government to discriminate against non-citizens.

Instead of putting a conclusive end to indefi nite detention (see 
page 1), Labor is introducing a backdoor to maintain discrim-
inatory totalitarian powers. Instead of standing up for human 
rights, the government wants powers to force asylum seekers 
to meet government offi cials of authoritarian states. Previous 
attempts by Australian governments to bring Iranian, Chinese, 
and Vietnamese government individuals into detention centres 
to identify ‘persons of interest’ have been strongly resisted.

Labor knows that the fast-track system introduced by Morrison 
is fundamentally fl awed, but has done nothing to review the 
cases that have  been rejected.

Stated Ian Rintoul of the Refugee Action Coalition: “It is a 
farce that this legislation has anything to do with protecting the 
Australian community; it is all about Labor protecting itself from 
being attacked by the Liberals for being soft on refugees. As 
so often in the past, Labor is throwing more human rights prin-
ciples overboard. This draconian legislation must be opposed.” 

For more information contact Ian on 0417 275 713

TAFE teachers 
move towards 

stop work action, 
industrial bans

ABC staff call for 
heads to roll

Editorial staff  at the ABC have 
again registered a vote of no 
confi dence in managing direc-
tor David Anderson and senior 
managers over the broadcast-
er’s handling of complaints.

At a national meeting of mem-
bers of the Media, Entertainment 
& Arts Alliance (MEAA) last week, 
staff  passed a resolution of no con-
fi dence in Anderson and all ABC 
managers involved in the decision 
to unfairly dismiss freelance broad-
caster Antoinette Lattouf.

The meeting was held in 
response to the Fair Work Commis-
sion hearings to determine Lattouf’s 
unfair dismissal claim after she was 
sacked from her temporary job as 
host of ABC Sydney radio’s morn-
ing show in December.

Staff  have also called for the 
ABC’s Head of Content, Chris Oliv-
er-Taylor, to step down immediately 

for his role as the ultimate decision-
maker in the dismissal of Lattouf.

“The mishandling of Antoinette 
Lattouf’s employment has done 
enormous damage to the integrity 
and reputation of the ABC,” said 
Media, Entertainment and Arts Alli-
ance media director Cassie Derrick.

“Evidence provided in the Fair 
Work Commission hearing about 
the involvement of David Anderson 
and Chris Oliver-Taylor in her dis-
missal has further undermined the 
confi dence of staff  in the managing 
director and his senior managers 
to be able to protect the independ-
ence of the ABC.

“The Lattouf case continues a 
pattern of ABC journalists, particu-
larly those from culturally diverse 
backgrounds, lacking support from 
management when they face criti-
cism from lobby groups, business 
organisations, and politicians.

“For these reasons, Chris Oliv-
er-Taylor should be stood down 
immediately, while Mr Anderson 
must demonstrate he is taking 
the concerns of staff  seriously to 
begin to restore confi dence in his 
leadership.”

MEAA members have called for 
ABC management to “stop wasting 
public funds on defending the unfair 
dismissal case against Antoinette 
Lattouf,” as well as for a full apology 
and reinstatement of Lattouf to the 
ABC airwaves. Members have also 
demanded that “ABC management 
implement staff  calls for a fair and 
clear social media policy, robust and 
transparent complaints process and 
an audit to address the gender and 
race pay gap.”
Media, Entertainment and Arts 
Alliance 
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Dr Lowitja 
O’Donoghue AC MBE 

DSG 1932-2024 – 
Tribute

On 4 February 2024, in Tartan-
ya, (Adelaide), on Kaurna coun-
try, a great Aboriginal leader 
and highly honoured Austral-
ian, Dr Lowitja O’Donoghue, 
passed away. Her state funeral 
took place in St Peters Cathe-
dral North Adelaide on 8 
March. Present were hundreds 
of family members, support-
ers, and dignitaries including 
the Prime Minister. 

Born to a Yankunytjatjara 
mother, Dr O’Donoghue was placed 
in a children’s home in Quorn 
in the mid-north of the state at 
the age of two by her Irish father 
who had been fi ned on account of 
his partner being an Aboriginal 
women. Dr O’Donoghue’s sisters 
and brother suff ered the same fate, 
a family separated by the prejudicial 
South Australian justice system of 
the 1930s. At the same time the 
missionaries who ran such homes 
were beholden to an assimilation-
ist view that involved telling the 
children that Aboriginal culture is 
“of the devil.”

As a young girl at the Colebrook 
Home in Quorn, Dr O’Donoghue 
was informed by the matron in 
charge that she would “never 
amount to much.” However, she 
went on to become the fi rst Abo-
riginal nurse to graduate from the 
Royal Adelaide Hospital. Even 
there she still was confronted by 
racism as she was forced to lobby 
South Australian members of par-
liament and even the Premier to be 
granted a traineeship. No doubt, 
this experience was instrumental 
in her becoming a dedicated advo-
cate for Aboriginal people for the 
rest of her life; her advocacy very 
much included opening the door 
for Aboriginal women to join the 
nursing profession.

Joyfully, by chance she met her 
mother after 30 years of separation, 
the family bond being renewed by 
all her siblings.

Act iv ism involved  Dr 
O’Donoghue in joining The Abo-
rigines Advancement League in 
South Australia as she campaigned 
strongly in the 1967 referendum for 
the Federal government to be able 
to pass legislation for Aboriginal 
Australians and allow them to be 
counted in the national census.

After a decade of nursing, Dr 
O’Donoghue joined the state public 
service, rising to the level of regional 
director in the South Australian 
Department of Aboriginal Aff airs, 
where she had to deal with patronis-
ing bureaucrats who, as she would 
say, “decided they knew what was 
better for us”.

In 1990, Dr O’Donoghue 
became the foundation chairper-
son of ATSIC, the Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander Commis-
sion, an organisation she helped to 
create. Her renowned negotiating 
skills came to the fore, as well as 
her fi rmness and determination 
that proved a tremendous asset 
when confronting conservative 
politicians who seemed to lack any 
empathy with, or understanding of, 
Aboriginal Australians.

In 1992 Dr O’Donoghue was 
invited to speak to the General 
Assembly of the United Nation, 
the fi rst Aboriginal Australian to 
do so. The present governor of 
South Australia, Frances Adam-
son, has recalled that, as a young 
diplomat, she had the privilege 
to hear Dr O’Donoghue’s moving 
speech that recounted the chal-
lenges faced by Indigenous people 
in Australia, a speech that included 
a recommendation that Aboriginal 
people should be recognised in the 
Australian constitution.

After the 1992 High Court 
Mabo decision that overturned 
the nonsensical concept of terra 
nullius, Dr O’Donoghue assisted 
the Keating government in draft-
ing the Native Title legislation that 
controversially but justly recognised 
Aboriginal land rights throughout 
Australia. Prime Minister Paul 
Keating later gave consideration 
to Dr O’Donoghue as a prospective 
Governor General of the Australia.

In preparation for the 2000 
Sydney Olympic Games, Dr 
O’Donoghue undertook a key 
position as Chair of the Sydney 
Olympic Games National Indig-
enous Advisory Committee, as well 
as being a member of the Sydney 
Olympic Games Volunteers Com-
mittee. During the Australia section 
of the relay she carried the torch 
through Uluru.

Following Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd’s 2008 apology to the stolen 

generation, with which she played 
an advisory role, Dr O’Donoghue 
assisted in establishing a special 
service, known as The Healing 
Foundation, to help heal Aboriginal 
intergenerational trauma for others 
like herself.

In 2014 the Lowitja Institute 
was establish as Australia’s only 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Island-
er community controlled health 
research institute in honour of Dr 
O’Donoghue.

Among her many honours and 
awards were:

1976: First Aboriginal woman 
appointed to the Order of Australia

1984: Australian of the Year
1995: Awarded an Honorary 

Fellowship by the Royal College 
of Nursing Australia

1998: Awarded an Honorary 
Fellowship from the Royal Australa-
sian College of Physicians

1998: National Living Treasure
2006: Awarded a Papal honour 

from Pope John Paul II and inves-
titure as a Dame of the Order of St. 
Gregory the Great.

2009: Receiving a NAIDOC 
Lifetime Achievement Award

2021: Awarded an honorary 
doctorate by the University of 
Adelaide in recognition of a “life-
time contribution to the advance-
ment of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander rights, leading to 
signifi cant outcomes in health, 
education, political representation, 
land rights reconciliation”. 

Dr O’Donoghue’s authorised 
biography Lowitja, by author 
Stuart Rintoul, was published in 
September 2020.

On her 90th birthday in 2022 
Dr O’Donoghue proudly announced 
the formation of the Lowitja 
O’Donoghue Foundation within 
the Lowitja Institute, dedicated 
to creating “change through self-
determined pathways that provide 
equality, empowerment, voice and 
action.”

During her inspiring life, Dr 
O’Donoghue sought with dignity to 
bring non-Indigenous Australians 
with her as she worked to advance 
the lives of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people.
Ron Hall, Aboriginal Advancement 
League SA 

Hannah Middleton

The US-Australia Force Posture Agreement (FPA), signed in 
2014, provides the legal basis for the comprehensive US militari-
sation of Australia, especially the north, setting up Australia as a 
US forward base from which to launch its war against China.
The federal government says it will “harden the north,” re-priori-
tising defence spending on developing northern bases and ports, 
and growing Australia’s ability to strike further out from its north-
ern shores – the army would shift from being able to reach out 40 
kilometres to a range of almost 1,000 kilometres.
Australia is being further militarised and garrisoned as a forward 
base for US plans for the encirclement of China – at an estimated 
cost to our people of a quarter of a trillion dollars over the next 10 
years.
This is criminal madness that will make our country a nuclear tar-
get while also stealing the money urgently needed to save the 
environment.
The technical, doctrinal, and organisational integration of northern 
Australian military facilities into US planning and preparation for a 
confl ict with China has grave implications for Australian security. 
From a cluster of military bases in the North West Cape base 
in Western Australia, to the port and barracks and air base of 
Darwin, to the new joint RAAF-US Air Force base of Tindal out-
side Katherine, and to the rapidly expanding Pine Gap base, the 
hard-wiring of northern Australian military facilities into the US 
force structure drastically reduces Australia’s sovereignty and 
freedom of action.
The Force Posture Agreement gives US forces and contractors 
“unimpeded access to and use of Agreed Facilities and Areas” for 
training, transit, refuelling aircraft, bunkering vessels, communica-
tions; prepositioning equipment, deploying forces, and more.
These “Agreed Facilities and Areas” will essentially be US terri-
tory, no longer under Australian control.
The FPA allows massive fuel, munitions, and spare parts storage 
facilities, as well as maintenance facilities, to be built in the north 
exclusively for US military use. This construction has already 
commenced.

PINE GAP
The Pine Gap base near Alice Springs in central Australia is 
the most important United States intelligence facility outside 
that country, playing a vital role in the collection of a wide range 
of signals intelligence, providing early warning ballistic missile 
launches, targetting of nuclear weapons, providing battlefi eld 
intelligence data for US armed forces, critically supporting US and 
Japanese missile defence, supporting arms control verifi cation, 
and contributing targetting data for US drone attacks.
Pine Gap, now growing more rapidly than ever before, will play an 
irreplaceable role in all US military operations from Africa to the 
Pacifi c as well as a critical defensive and offensive role in a con-
ventional or nuclear war against China,
Pine Gap’s original and still principal purpose is to serve as the 
ground control station for geosynchronous signals intelligence 
satellites developed by the CIA.
The increasing sensitivity and breadth of its signals intelligence 
capacities – notably in the interception of cell phones and satellite 
communications – is the technical basis for Pine Gap to provide 
data enabling the targeting of attacks in countries with which the 
US nor Australia are at war.

GAZA
There is strong evidence of possible Australian complicity in 
the Israeli genocide in Gaza through the provision of Australian 
sourced intelligence to Israel, specifi cally intelligence from Pine 
Gap.
The activities of the Australian Signals Directorate at the US 
military base at Pine Gap in central Australia may constitute com-
plicity with genocide, considering:
• The technical capabilities and roles of US geosynchronous sig-

nals intelligence satellites controlled through Pine Gap with 
coverage of the Gaza Strip

• The historical record of US signals intelligence from satellites 
controlled through Pine Gap being provided by the US to Israel

• Flows of raw and processed intelligence data from Pine Gap to 
the US National Security Agency

• Signals intelligence co-operation agreements between the US 
and the Israel Defence Force.

PEACE NOTES

Photo: Bahudhara – CC BY-SA 3.0
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Following his arrest for protesting 
against the ZIM shipping line at Port 
Botany, the Guardian contacted Paul 
Keating, also known as ‘Keato.’ 
Here is what he said:

ON PALESTINE
A majority of people reject politi-

cians’ complete failure to act in this 
situation. Countries like Australia could 
do much more. Without question, the 
majority of people have great sympathy 
for the people of Palestine.

We’ve seen apartheid before, 
propped up by global capital.  That’s 
what’s happening in Palestine. Israel 
is a settler state and an apartheid state. 
The cruelty of this attack is increasing 
by the minute and politicians aren’t 
acting. Israel is a rogue government. 
The Albanese government must put 
sanctions on Israel.

Arab communities here are  deeply 
traumatised by what’s going on. I’ve 
met a man who’s lost 28 members of 
his family in Gaza. We know what it’s 
like to lose a loved one. We can only 
imagine what he’s going through.

ON PROTEST
What happened also highlights, in 

this country and in NSW, authoritarian 
laws which are the worst in the western 
world. Police have no hesitation using 
the powers given them by these laws. 
We’ve seen a lot of overreach by the 
police. We saw it at protests last Novem-
ber, when there were an estimated 

200 police in Port Botany. I’m used 
to protest rallies and marches. We’ve 
marched with the international dock-
ers movement for all sorts of reasons. 
I’ve never seen such a police turnout. 

They came out for a reason; to 
intimidate the community with a show 
of force. The vast majority of protesters 
with us were Australians from Western 
Sydney, mums and dads. We’ve got deep 
links with our community. Police were 
menacing at the last protest, and it was 
a diff erent response. They were clearly 
in no position to negotiate in terms with 
leaders. Violence was unnecessary, these 
were peaceful demonstrations.

I say shame on Chris Minns for 
endorsing the police intimidation, and 
their excessive response. I think he’ll 
see an impact in the ballot box.

ON THE MUA
The Maritime Union of Australia 

has always been on the right side of 
history, standing with the oppressed. 
It has stood with the Palestinian people 
for 75 years. My members fully support 
and have sympathy for the Palestinian 
cause. We’re very connected to our 
membership, like dockers all over the 
world. I’m the zone coordinator for 
the Asia-Oceania region, so I’m very 
involved in the union’s international 
involvement. 

Six MUA members were arrested 
at that rally. If the shipping industry 
doesn’t want the protest at ports, they 
can declare they’re not going to move 
Israeli goods in and out. 

‘Keato’ speaks out after arrest

Mugged by reality
Len Lean

When the US passed the law 
to set up AUKUS they put in 
‘kill switches,’ one of which 
allowed the US to not trans-
fer the submarines if doing so 
would ‘degrade’ the US under-
sea capabilities. The US Navy 
has confi rmed it would order 
just one of the fast-attack sub-
marines in 2025, rather than 
two, pushing a projected sav-
ing of $US4 billion into future 
years. 

The removal of one more 

nuclear attack submarine from the 
US fl eet that is already 17 subma-
rines below the Navy’s long-stated 
requirement of 66. The US Navy 
is not expected to consistently hit 
a two-per-year target until 2029.

Former Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull has said that Aus-
tralia’s future defence has become 
completely dependent on the United 
States.

This is really a case of us being 
mugged by reality. They’re not 
producing about half as many 
submarines as they believe they 
need, but they also are not able to 

maintain the submarines they have. 
The reality that the US is not going 
to make their submarine defi cit 
worse than it is already by giving 
or selling submarines to Australia. 
The AUKUS legislation sets that 
out quite specifi cally.

Astonishingly, making a blind 
purchase as part of the AUKUS deal, 
Australia will provide more than 
$4.5 billion to bolster America’s 
submarine industry base, while 
the US aims to contribute a similar 
amount. Furthermore, Australian 
taxpayers will pay $4.6 billion 
to the UK industry which will go 

towards design work on the new 
SSN-AUKUS fl eet and to expand 
a Rolls-Royce plant that builds the 
nuclear reactors that will eventually 
be installed into the submarines. 

After signing a new Defence and 
Security Cooperation Agreement 
with Defence Minister Richard 
Marles, Grant Shapps UK Defence 
Minister acknowledged his coun-
try’s submarine sector was facing 
cost blowouts and delays, but 
played down concerns over their 
impact on AUKUS. Leaving things 
to chance with taxpayer’s money 
is something no Defence Minister 

should accept and voters may well 
demand accountability from both 
major political parties.

Veteran strategic analyst Profes-
sor Hugh White has said “subma-
rines are a very important part of 
a defensive posture for Australia … 
[But] I don’t think we need nuclear-
powered submarines ... they’re so 
much more expensive. They’re 
so much more diffi  cult to make. 
They’re so much more diffi  cult to 
operate. We’ll end up with far fewer 
of them in our fl eet.”
Fightback 

Paul Keating. Photo: care of “Aust Friends of Irish Unity” on X.

Bartlett Adamson
Unsung Hero, Communist Poet

A Carruthers

Every so often, we look back into his-
tory and fi nd amazing people doing 
amazing things, and not getting enough 
credit for it. Bartlett Adamson (1884-
1951) is one of those people. He was an 
Australian communist poet, journalist, 
and a member of an Australian Realist 
Writers Group. These were groups of 
writers exploring the idea of socialist 
and realist literature in the mid twen-
tieth century. He joined the Commu-
nist Party in 1943.

Adamson’s death was tragic and sudden. 
He died of a heart attack in the middle of a 
speech in 1951. He was addressing the crowd 
on the importance of the Soviet Union and 
international peace work on behalf of the 
Australian-Soviet Friendship Society.

One of his best works is undoubtedly 
“Bringer of Light: An Allegorical Fantasy” 
(1945). It’s influenced by the English 
Romantic poet Keats, but brings a new, and 
possibly Australian, rhythmic basis to the 
Keatsian style. 

Other works are stridently and openly 

‘socialistic,’ to use one of Adamson’s words. 
He had a Selected Poems published one 
month after his death. It includes what 
is probably the last poem he wrote, titled 
“Workers of the World”:

Workers of the world awake!
All the world is yours to take!
March in vast unconquered might!
Wake, arise, unite, and fi ght.

Workers of the world arise!
New hope fl ames along the skies!
Wake the world! New days begin!
Rise, unite, and fi ght, and win.

Workers of the world, unite!
Freedom calls you to the fi ght!
Wake the world with battle din!
Rise, united, and fi ght, and win.

Workers of the world beware!
Traitors poison all the air!

A note below the poem reads: ‘Unfi n-
ished, Sydney.’

Since the poem was building up its 
rhythm, I felt sad to see it unfi nished, so I 
decided to complete the fi nal stanza of the 
poem myself:

Workers of the world beware!
Traitors poison all the air!
Revisionists and Mensheviks too,
Conspire to all the workers woo!

I wonder whether Bartlett would have 
approved. How would you fi nish it?

The diffi  culty with minor poets like Bar-
tlett Adamson is that literature in Australia 
is notoriously hard to access. There’s just 
not enough information available. One way 
around this would be a research project into 
the Realist Writers Groups. Australian com-
munist writers you might have heard about, 
like Katherine Susannah Prichard, Dorothy 
Hewett, Oodgeroo (Kath Walker), and Frank 
Hardy, author of Power Without Glory, have 
garnered attention, but it’s high time we had 
a broader survey of all communist writing 
in Australia. 

Adamson’s political work was interna-
tionalist. During the invasion of Indonesia 

(then the Dutch East Indies) by Japan in 
1942, after Germany had occupied the Neth-
erlands, Adamson was at the forefront of a 
campaign to free Indonesian prisoners and 
allow them refugee status in Australia. The 
Dutch branded them prisoners of war and 
enemies of the Allied cause, so when they 
arrived in Australia many were sent, sick 
and in need of medicine, to concentration 
camps in Liverpool and Cowra. 

According to Rupert Lockwood, in his 
book Black Armada, a history of Australian 
activism in the period of Indonesian strug-
gle for independence, Adamson, along with  
Laura Gapp and other trade union activists 
“gate-crashed the medical clinic run by 
Netherlands Indies émigré forces in Kent 
Street, near Sydney Harbour Bridge” to pro-
test for the prisoners’ release. Not long after 
this, “mounting agitation caused the Curtin 
Government to make fi rm representations 
to the Netherlands Indies leaders.”

More research is needed. Perhaps we’ll 
have to put together a Collected Works of 
Bartlett Adamson. 

Let’s see. It starts with a bit of 
recognition. 
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8 March International Women’s Day 
was celebrated by the Communist Party 
of Australia. The Guardian is proud to 
present an excellent speech made on 
the occasion by Amelia of the Canberra 
Branch

It’s a pleasure and an honour to be 
speaking at this session alongside com-
rades who are an inspiration to me.

My warm thanks to the NSW women’s 
fraction for organising this event, and par-
ticular thanks to comrades Lilly, Alyssa, 
Skye, and Anna.

In her excellent Guardian article on 
International Women’s Day, Anna Pha notes 
how much further women need to advance 
“if they are to achieve economic equality with 
men, physical security, and empowerment.”

In this talk I want to suggest how these 
three things go together, and the advances 
being made in this area in countries with 
real existing socialism, with a particular 
focus on China.

Friedrich Engels, in The Condition 
of the Working Class in England (1845) 
describes how the economic subordination 
of working class women repeatedly physi-
cally endangers them: it means workplace 
injuries in factories, complications when 
giving birth, sexual violence from co-
workers and employers, and the dangers 
and indignities that come with being in 
unsafe housing or homeless.

In his more theoretical, later work, Ori-
gins of the Family, Private Property, and the 
State (1884), Engels analyses gender rela-
tions as social relations; shaped by division 
of labour between men and women, and divi-
sions of property between men and women. 
The organisation of property forms the basis 
for the nature of the family (and gender rela-
tions) and the organisation of the state. Engels 
describes how “in most historical states the 
rights conceded to citizens are graded on a 
property basis, whereby it is directly admit-
ted that the state is an organisation for the 
protection of the possessing class against 
the non-possessing class.”

We can see how this plays out in bour-
geois states historically, and how it is infl ected 
by gender. During Engels’ life, in Victorian 
Britain, laws restricted property ownership 
of women – and rendered what they owned, 
including their persons, the property of their 
husband. Centuries earlier in the West the 
legal idea of rape predates notions of con-
sent, and emerges as a property violation 
– an injury or theft to a woman who was 
legally viewed as another man’s – usually 
her father’s property.

While, in Australia, broadly speaking, 
there have been advances in women’s legal 
standing in relation to men, our position rela-
tive to our stage of development is remark-
ably poor. We see the high rates of women 
killed by their partners or ex-partners, the 
growing outrage at inadequacy of the police 
in responding appropriately or taking physi-
cal danger to women seriously. Our bodies 
might be our own in the letter of the law but 
they aren’t when it comes to law enforcement.

I’ll turn to how in diff erent systems, 

with diff erent organisations of property and 
production, social relations have become 
or are becoming radically diff erent, and so 
are relations between diff erent genders. I’m 
going to suggest that this would also be the 
case if Australia was to be a properly liber-
ated nation with a socialist system.

This is not magical thinking, but based on 
materialist understanding of how economics 
informs social relations.

I’ve spent much of my working life work-
ing in really existing socialism, specifi cally 
in China.

An unknown factor of socialist countries, 
usually completely ignored, is the emergence 
of new social relations. In socialist economic 
systems with diff erent organisations of pro-
duction, we have seen in concrete forms the 
emergence of new kinds of gender relations 
as well. In Cuba, the Family Code (2022) is 
an example of this. By contrast, Chile was 
unable to pass legislation of this kind in its 
referendum (also 2022). We can see here how 
the gap is widening between what socialist 
and non-socialist countries are able to do.

A lot the time we speak of socialist ‘sys-
tems’ in the abstract, but what we don’t 
talk about is how these systems produce 
socialist societies and new socialist social 
relations as well.

China’s advances in women’s economic 
empowerment cannot be separated from the 
CPC’s remarkable achievements in poverty 
alleviation. By lifting the lives of more than 
800 million people out of extreme poverty, 
China has improved the safety and economic 
empowerment of women on a drastic scale, 

the largest global reduction of inequality in 
modern history, and recent years have seen a 
growing focus in poverty reduction schemes 
that specifi cally target women’s economic 
empowerment.

In October 2022, China’s National Peo-
ple’s Congress’ Standing Committee approved 
a major overhaul of the Women’s Rights 
and Interests Protection Law. The revised 
Law took eff ect on 1 January 2023. It was a 
sweeping law to aff ord women greater protec-
tions at work and against sexual harassment, 
ensuring for instance, that women who take 
maternity leave aren’t discriminated against 
in terms of promotions, and included pro-
visions to allow access to maternity insur-
ance for single women. The bill received a 
tremendous amount of public attention: 
over 166,000 people submitted more than 
720,000 comments during the two rounds 
of public consultation. It got little to no 
attention in Western media despite being a 
major advance in Chinese socialist democracy 
and a major step towards building women’s 
economic empowerment.

When I lived in China for fi ve years, in 
Shanghai and then Nanjing, I would often 
walk the streets alone, through parks, some-
times late at night, with a sense of safety and 
security supported by public infrastructure 
that made the streets safe, that I miss here in 
Australia. This was not just my lived experi-
ence, but refl ected in China’s own statistics 
surrounding people’s sense of safety, which 
has increased from 87.55 per cent in 2012 to 
98.62 per cent in 2021. China also has low 
rates of violent crime.

In Australia, we have a lot of discussion, 
but our system does not protect the safety of 
working class women, and it is easy to fall into 
despair, especially given how public debate 
in Australia is often a discussion that ends 
up with just more misunderstandings of the 
contradictions of capital. We have right-wing 
identity politics, misdirections of anger and 
distraction, with disaff ected men blaming 
feminism for alienation and economic dis-
empowerment under a Western capitalist 
system, militarised right-wing terror and 
incel movements reacting to feminist and 
anti-racist movements, and so on. In short, a 
lot of chaos, hate and anger, but no solutions.

We communists recognise that capitalist 
social relations in the bourgeois state fuel 
hate crimes and sexist violence.

Only by changing the underlying produc-
tive modes can we eliminate these super-
structural calamities.

In conclusion: the physical safety of 
women is fundamentally an economic issue, 
and is inseparable from the socialism we are 
willing to pursue. Only a dictatorship of the 
proletariat of the kind we see in Cuba and 
China will be suffi  cient to bring forward 
sweeping changes to our legal system and 
across society, to introduce new order and 
security for working women.

We can’t change all this just on the level 
of cultural superstructure, we need to change 
it on the level of the base, through seizing 
and re-organising the means of production, 
bending production towards people, and 
opening up the possibility of a long-term 
dictatorship of the proletariat. 

the physical safety of women ... 
is inseparable from the socialism 

we are willing to pursue

‘A properly liberated 
socialist nation’
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25 years since NATO bombing of 
Sovereign Yugoslavia

Twenty-fi ve years ago, the world 
learned that the US and NATO see 
the globe as their own playground 
where they do as they please. On 24 
March 1999, Western nations start-
ed bombing the city of Belgrade, the 
capital of Yugoslavia, under the pre-
text of “protecting” Kosovars.

Despite the NATO bloc not having any 
mandate from the United Nations, Western 
countries saw no problem in carrying out 
the bombing.

Czech leader Vaclav Havel – who 
dragged his nation into NATO in 1999 
despite negative public opinion – coined 
the term of “humanitarian intervention” 
and penned an article where he justifi ed 
Western aggression against the sovereign 
European state.

Havel wrote: “The air attacks, the 
bombs, are not caused by a material interest. 
Their character is exclusively humanitar-
ian: What is at stake here are the principles, 
human rights which have priority above 
state sovereignty.”

In reality, the bombing of Yugoslavia 
caused a humanitarian catastrophe with 
over 1,000 killed and national infrastruc-
ture being damaged. The list of destroyed 
“military objects” included hospitals, schools 
and kindergartens. Yugoslavia collapsed as 
a nation into several states and the Balkans 
became a foothold for NATO forces.
Sputnik 

WFTU calls for immediate 
lifting of US blockade 

on Cuba
Once again, the imperialist circles, 
led by the United States, are defi antly 
attempting to exploit the discontent 
of Cuban citizens about shortcom-
ings in the country’s internal market. 
They are attempting to do so in order 
to escalate their attacks again and to 
undermine in every way the Cuban 
people’s revolutionary choice for their 
socialist future.

The World Federation of Trade Unions 
(WFTU) expresses its solidarity with the 
struggling people and the government of 
Cuba, who are once again being subjected to 
the consequences of the murderous embargo 
imposed on the country and the attempts for 
external intervention.

It is obvious that the well-known circles, 
those who are trying in every way to over-
throw the Cuban revolution, are trying to take 
advantage of the reactions of dissatisfaction 

by the citizens because of the shortcomings 
that exist, in order to exert pressure and 
intensify the attacks on the socialist state 
of Cuba.

It is unacceptable that those responsible 
for the shortages and the situation, due to 
the criminal blockade imposed, now try to 
pretend to be protectors of the heroic Cuban 
people.

The class-oriented trade union movement 
stands fi rmly in solidarity with Cuba, and 
supports its people’s non-negotiable right 
to decide for themselves for the present and 
future. We demand the immediate withdrawal 
of the anti-democratic, anti-people blockade, 
which for more than six decades is hindering 
the access to essential resources, limiting 
economic development and impeding their 
right to self-determination.
WFTU (from People’s Voice) 

The former military headquarters, bombed intensively by NATO. Photo: Dennis Jarvis – fl ickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

UK: Workers risk being 
cheated by unpaid overtime

Offi  ce workers and other sal-
aried staff  could be at risk of 
being “cheated” out of the 
minimum wage, unions are 
warning.

Ahead of the introduction of the 
new minimum wage rate, the Trade 
Union Council (TUC) said a salaried 
worker is paid an annual amount 
which stays the same regardless of 
fl uctuations in the hours they work.

The union organisation said it 
was easily able to fi nd online adverts 
for salaried jobs still advertised 
below the incoming minimum wage.

Salaried workers will fi nd that 

they are being illegally underpaid 
if their salaries do not rise, said 
the TUC.

It warned that desk-based 
offi  ce workers are often expected 
to put in hours of overtime as part 
of their job.

TUC general secretary Paul 
Nowak said: “The minimum wage is 
the very least employers should pay 
their workers. It’s their legal duty.

“But too many workers are 
cheated out of pay by bad bosses, 
who choose to pay staff  illegally 
low rates.

“Minimum wage cheats exploit 

workers from a range of jobs – 
and desk-based offi  ce jobs are no 
exception.

“To make matters worse, many 
desk-based workers are expected to 
put in hours of overtime for free.”

The Living Wage Foundation 
highlighted the diff erence between 
the new offi  cial adult rate of £11.44 
(AU $22) an hour and the voluntary 
so-called real living wage of £12 
(AU $23), and £13.15 (AU $25.00) 
in London.

Katherine Chapman, director of 
the foundation, said: “The rise in 
the statutory national living wage 

from 1 April is welcome news for 
the 3.7 million low-paid workers 
across the country, but this still 
falls short of a wage which takes 
into account the real cost of living.

“Over 14,000 employers across 
the UK are living wage-accredited 
and committed to going above the 
government minimum to ensure 
their staff  are always paid in line 
with the cost of living.

“As well as good for workers and 
their families, business that pay the 
real living wage report improved 
staff  retention and productivity.”

A government spokesperson 

said: “Paying the minimum wage 
is a legal requirement, including 
all offi  ce workers.”

“Any employee who thinks 
they are not being paid correctly 
should speak to their employer 
or can speak to Acas (an employ-
er/employee advisory body) 
confi dentially.

“We are increasing the national 
living wage from April for 21-plus-
year-olds by almost 10 per cent, 
giving a full-time worker on this rate 
a pay rise of over £1,800 a year.”
Morning Star 

Puerto Ricans take to 
the streets against 

Kamala Harris’s visit
On Friday, 22 March, Kamala Harris 
marked her fi rst visit to Puerto Rico 
since becoming Vice President of the 
United States to attend a Democratic 
Party fundraiser and was met with 
mass protests.

In an embarrassing gaff e, Harris spent 
a moment clapping along to a protest song 
before quickly freezing up after an aide 
translated it for her. The lyrics called out the 
longtime US occupation of Puerto Rico: “We 
want to know, Kamala, what did you come 
here for? We want to know what you think 
of the colony.”

Protests were organised by pro-Puerto 
Rican independence organisations such as 
Jornada Se Acabaron las Promesas, Comuna 
Caribe, Boricuas for Palestine, and Com-
munists Workers and Students for Social 
Change. “The world is going through a time 
of desolation and violence in which very 

powerful countries like the US threaten world 
peace,” Yanina Arias, an activist with Jor-
nada, told Peoples Dispatch. “It seems to us 
a horror and an absolute lack of respect that 
while millions of human beings are victims 
of extermination, the Vice President of the 
United States visits our island to continue 
squeezing her lackeys,” she said.

In the entrance to the old San Juan neigh-
bourhood, protesters took down fl ags of the 
US and colonial Puerto Rico and replaced 
them with Haitian, Palestinian, and Puerto 
Rican independence fl ags. Protesters also 
hung banners that said, “Stop the bombing” 
and “Zionism is terrorism,” in solidarity with 
Palestine. Protesters concluded the action 
by burning the US fl ags. 
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Marcus Browning

When US journalist John Reed called his 
account of the October Revolution in Russia 
Ten Days That Shook the World, he was not 
exaggerating.

The overthrow of Tsarism and the capitalist 
regime that sought to replace it, was a shock to the 
entire capitalist system. In fact, it scared the pants 
off  capitalists everywhere.

They tried unsuccessfully to smear the revolution 
(Lenin was “a German agent” and so forth), they tried 
intrigue (plotting a series of abortive coups and assas-
sinations against Soviet leaders).

They tried invasion and repression. WW1 was 
raging, troops and weapons were in plentiful supply, 
and no less than 14 capitalist countries invaded the 
new Soviet republic.

To the fury of capitalists everywhere, the cour-
age and initiative of the revolutionaries, backed by 
the solidarity of workers worldwide, thwarted these 
eff orts to crush the Reds.

Instead, they spread their revolutionary ideas to 
other countries of Europe and then around the world. 
The capitalists sought to “strangle the Bolshevik baby 
in its cradle” as Winston Churchill put it, by an inter-
national embargo on trade and other contacts with 
the Soviet regime.

Churchill christened this economic and diplomatic 
blockade a “cordon sanitaire,” protecting the world 
from plague. But it was the rule of profi ts that he was 
actually protecting.

However, capitalism being the dog-eat-dog system 
that it is, the USSR was able to fi nd governments and 
businesses willing to break the blockade if it would 
put money in their purse. The Soviet state began to 
build up its industries. 

Capitalism, as a system, still saw the socialist Soviet 
Union as its mortal foe and the spread of communist 
ideas as anathema. This became particularly urgent 
when the capitalist system went into free fall with 
the Wall St crash of 1929 and the Great Depression.

Throughout the 1920s, capitalism had been 
encouraging every kind of reactionary, from police 
spies like Hitler to militarist landlords like the fas-
cist Pilsudski in Poland, in the hope that they might 
become the force that would save capitalism from 
the Red threat.

Never ones to be concerned about little things 
like democratic rights, the extreme right eagerly 
accepted capitalism’s fi nancial and other aid in its bid 
for power, the thugs and mercenaries in their ranks 
more than willing to embrace the policies of terror-
ism that went with it.

By the early ’30s, Nazi Germany’s intelligence 
service was assisting the activities of fascist groups 
or movements in Europe and as far away as China, 
India, Central and South America, Africa, and the USA.

Many of these groups had been in existence since 
the Revolution, having been established by anti-
communist, anti-Soviet Tsarist émigrés. Others were 

newly created, to combat the threat of revolution in 
the wake of the Great Depression.

In Britain, Mosely’s British Union of Fascists (and 
a lot of the upper class) sang Hitler’s praises, France 
had the Cagoulards and the Croix de Feu. In Belgium 
there were the Rexists, in Poland the POW, in Czecho-
slovakia the Henleinists and the Hlinka Guards.

Romania had the Iron Guard, Bulgaria the IMRO, 
Finland the Lappo, Lithuania the Iron Wolf, Latvia the 
Baltic Brotherhood, which distinguished itself during 
and after WW2 by fi ghting for the Nazis against the 
Red Army and also against any Latvian peasant who 
supported the establishment of collective farms.

Estonia’s Nazi-fi nanced fascist organisation was 
typically misnamed the Liberty Fighters.

These and other fascist groups and fronts carried 
out assassinations, organised putsches and attempted 
coups,under the ultimate direction of Alfred Rosen-
berg, the one-time Tsarist émigré who headed the 
Nazi Party’s Foreign Political Offi  ce.

These fascists would become infamous by forming 
the core of the Nazi Fifth Column in their countries. 
They were responsible for infl icting torture and death 
on large numbers of their own people. 

MIDDLE EAST: Members of Yemen’s Houthi move-
ment have attacked a total of 86 vessels in the Red 
Sea, the Arab Sea and the Indian Ocean since last 
October. Following the escalation of the Palestinian-
Israeli confl ict in the Gaza Strip, the Houthis warned 
that they would launch strikes on Israeli territory as 
well as preventing ships associated with Israel from 
passing through the waters of the Red Sea and Bab 
el-Mandeb Strait until Israel ceased its military opera-
tion in Gaza.

RUSSIA: The Russian president has described the 
possibility of launching an attack on a NATO member 
as ‘sheer nonsense.’ At the same time he warned that 
any Western air base hosting US-made F-16 fi ghter 
jets that are due for deployment in Ukraine would be a 
“legitimate target.” F-16s are capable of carrying nucle-
ar bombs, and several NATO member states have 
trained Ukrainian pilots to fl y them, but no deliveries 
have been made yet. Russia has warned the West 
that fi elding the nuclear-capable jets will represent an 
unacceptable escalation of the Ukraine confl ict.

PALESTINE: The Palestinian Authority (PA) has 
announced the formation of a new Cabinet under the 
new Prime Minister Mohammad Mustafa. President 
Mahmoud Abbas, who has led the Palestinian 
Authority for nearly two decades, remains in overall 
control. Mustafa, an economist, has vowed to create a 
trust fund to help rebuild Gaza.

ROMANIA: The military base in southwest Romania, 
on the Black Sea coast, will become the largest NATO 
military base in Europe. It will surpass the US mili-
tary base in Ramstein, Germany, both in size and the 
number of the military personnel there. It will be able to 
host 10,000 soldiers and civilians by 2030. Expansion 
works will cost US$2.7 billion (AU$4.15 billion) and the 
base footprint will cover almost 3,000 hectares.

TURKIYE: Turks voted to elect mayors of 81 cities, 
including 30 megacities, heads of municipalities, vil-
lage and district heads, and village councils. For the 
fi rst time in 20 years Türkiye’s opposition Republican 
People’s Party (CHP) is ahead of the ruling Justice 
and Development Party (AKP). In total, CHP prevailed 
in 36 out of 81 provinces. Some 61 million people were 
eligible to vote and the nationwide local elections were 
seen as a gauge for both President Erdogan’s support 
and the opposition’s durability amid a severe economic 
crisis.

RUSSIA: 15-year-old Islam Khalilov has been 
awarded the Russian Muslim Medal for his courage 
during the terrorist attack in the Crocus Concert Hall 
in Moscow. The teenager helped to save the lives of 
over 100 people by directing them to safety out of the 
building when the shooting started. The boy worked 
as a cloakroom attendant after school hours. “What I 
did, anyone in the world would do, I am sure of that,” 
he said at the ceremony. The award was presented by 
the Grand Mufti of Russia, who said that Khalilov dis-
played characteristics of a rare hero – one that chose 
to save others, instead of saving themself. Earlier, 
Khalilov and another student, who also helped evacu-
ate people, received awards from Russian offi cials.

Global Briefs

International

Ten Days That Shook the World available at 
cpa.org.au/product/ten-days-that-shook-the-world/

History is 
a class question

Russia to probe possible 
US links to terror attacks

The Russian Investigative Com-
mittee has launched a probe 
into allegations that Ukraine 
and its Western backers are 
involved in terrorist activi-
ties on Russian soil. It follows 
complaints from MPs and pub-
lic fi gures.

The law enforcement body 
announced that it was moving 
forward with the procedural inves-
tigation after reviewing the initial 
accusations. The initial claim iden-
tifi ed the US and its allies as alleg-
edly driving a string of attacks on 
Russian soil. The agency is looking 
into the purported “organisation, 
fi nancing and conduct of terrorist 
acts” by those nations.

Nikolay Kharitonov of the 
Communist Party, one of the 
MPs who fi led the original notice, 
insisted that Western nations have 

“benefi ted” from the terrorist attack 
on the Crocus City Hall outside 
Moscow earlier this month. Russia’s 
geopolitical opponents stood to gain 
from the tragedy, and counted “on 
their inaccessibility and impunity.”

A total of 12 people – includ-
ing the four gunmen, believed to 
be radical Islamists – have so far 
been arrested in connection to one 
of the deadliest terrorist attacks in 
the country’s history.

Russian investigators accused 
Kiev of organising the bomb attack. 
Reports in the Western media said 
offi  cials in the US likewise believe 
that Ukrainian covert operatives 
were behind the murder.

The Ukrainian government has 
publicly claimed credit for some 
of the attacks against Russian 
targets, such as the bombings of 
the Crimean Bridge. Head of the 

Security Service of Ukraine (SBU) 
Vasily Malyuk all but bragged 
about a string of assassinations of 
people he described as enemies of 
his country.

When asked about several 
such killings during an interview, 
the offi  cial said the question was 
“directed to the right address, but 
we will not acknowledge that in 
any way.” Malyuk proceeded to 
give some details about the crimes.

Malyuk is among the senior 
Ukrainian officials wanted for 
terrorism by Moscow. The Rus-
sian Foreign Ministry said it had 
sent a demand to Ukraine to hand 
such suspects over, under the UN-
backed international treaties on 
fi ghting terrorism, to which Kiev 
is a signatory.
rt.com 
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Genocide
Dear Editor,
The terrible ongoing genocide contin-
ues in Gaza. I’m utterly astounded that 
after mere allegations by Israel against 
a few staff  out of thousands working for 
UNRWA, vital aid to people in desper-
ate need of assistance was quickly cut 
by the US, Australia, Britain, Canada, 
Germany, and several other Western 
nations. With no evidence forthcom-
ing from Israel, Australia, Canada, the 
EU, and Sweden have now restored 
funding.

When the International Court of Justice 
decided Israel’s acts in Gaza could amount 
to genocide, it ordered Israel to take all 
measures to prevent genocidal acts, includ-
ing preventing and punishing incitement to 
genocide, ensuring aid and services reach 
Palestinians and preserving evidence of 
crimes committed, yet Israel continued 
with its systematic and indiscriminate 
bombing campaign. These same western 
countries took no action to hold Israel to 
account for its massive destruction and 
callous slaughter.

So, despite Israel’s mass killings of over 
40,000 Palestinian people, including at least 
15,000 children, as well as Israel blocking 
food, water, and other supplies entering Gaza, 
the US, Britain, and some other western 

countries are adding to this man-made 
famine by withholding aid. It seems clear to 
me that Israel is indeed engaged in genocide, 
and by supplying weapons, diplomatic, and 
other cover for Israel and refusing to force 
Israel to allow food into Gaza and by stopping 
funding to UNRWA, some western nations 
are complicit in this genocide.

Since the latest escalation of confl ict in 
Gaza and the rest of Palestine, Israel has made 
many allegations without evidence on a range 
of issues, and these have been proven to be 
lies countless times. This is a continuation of 
blatant Israeli falsehoods and myths over the 
past 75 years or so. It’s about time western 
powers stopped taking Israeli claims as true 
(or pretend to) and reacting without proof. 
These accusations are really all a distraction 
to cover Israeli ethnic cleansing, massacres, 
genocide and other human rights violations. 
Peoples around the world have now awoken 
en masse to Israel and its war crimes. It is 
way past time for Australia to see the facts 
clearly and do more to help stop the awful 
slaughter of Palestinians!

Steven Katsineris,
Hurstbridge, Victoria

Anti-semitism and facts
Dear Editor,
Allon Lee, in The West Australian 
argues that anti Semitism is on the 
rise in Australia. I disagree. I believe 
that Allon Lee and a lot of the media in 
this country have onfl ated anti Zionism 
with anti-Semitism. A lot has happened 
in Israel and Gaza since the 7 October 
2023, including the killing of over 30 
thousand mostly unarmed Palestin-
ians by Israeli Defence forces. 

Lee’s column is fi lled with disingenuous 
falsehoods, half-truths and omissions of 
important issues entirely. He doesn’t men-
tion 100 Australian lawyers writing to the 
International Court of Justice recommending 

that Prime Minister Anthony Albanese be 
recommended for complicity in genocide for 
his ongoing material support for Israel and 
refusal to call for an immediate ceasefi re. 
Australia has since recommenced its fund-
ing of UNRWA, the UN agency responsible 
for looking after Palestinian refugees thrown 
up by Israel’s endless war with Palestine, 
as have other countries, with the notable 
exception of the US.

Recently I attended the Palestinian Film 
Festival in Perth and saw two movies about 
Palestine; Lyd, produced by Roger Waters 
which shows the history of one of Pales-
tine’s oldest cities from around 865 AD to 
the present, and includes interviews with 
people who were present in 1948 when the 
State of Israel was created and all but 1000 
inhabitants forced into exile – mostly the 
West Bank where the second fi lm, Resist-
ance Climbing takes place. 

The latter fi lm focuses on a group of 
Palestinian youth supported by two rock 
climbers from the US who help establish a 
free climbing group to give the Palestinian 
youth something to take their minds off  
the ongoing occupation by Israel which is 
happening around them in all its insidious 
forms from the apartheid wall, illegal land 
seizures  and the requirement for Palestin-
ians to carry biometric identifi cation to allow 
them to move around their land.

The state of Israel is rapidly losing its 
moral, political, and cultural legitimacy 
with its ongoing attacks on the Palestinian 
people and destruction of their homes and 
infrastructure, and its pursuit of Hamas, 
most of whose foot soldiers are Palestinian 
youth resisting the ongoing occupation of 
their land. Even within Israel there are regu-
lar protests against the Israeli government 
which appears more intent on destroying 
Palestine than rescuing its hostages, some 
of whom have been killed by the IDF.

Has Australia become desensitised to 
anti-Semitic tropes and false claims as Allon 

Lee suggests? Or are the tropes and claims 
truths that Lee doesn’t care for? We need to 
carefully scrutinise allegations which Israel 
makes against anyone who does not support 
the world views of a Zionist Israel.

Yours faithfully,
Richard Titelius

WA

Watching & calling out
Dear Comrade Editor,
Some good news reported this week. 
The Greens have stalled what had been 
called Labor’s plan to push through 
gas law reforms, which would have 
aided the cause of gas companies. In 
this case, Santos.

What is striking here is the question 
“How many people would be aware of this?”

Australians are in dire need of political 
awareness. Many will say they are distrust-
ful of politicians.

The not trusting does not mean that we 
take our eye off  the ball. We need to start 
watching and calling them out, as and when 
needed.

One of the best ways do this is, of course, 
reading the Guardian regularly. Also read-
ing material from other progressive political 
parties is helpful.

The next step to this is making a diff er-
ence. This can be done by posting issues on 
Social Media, writing letters to politicians 
or other interested organisations.

Comrades, any appropriate eff ort, no 
matter how small, can make a diff erence and 
is better than no eff ort at all at all. Thanks 
to the Guardian, I am watching, and am 
learning from it.

Regards
David Klemm

(David adds: before posting on social media, 
please ensure you are familiar with Social 
Media Guidelines for CPA comrades, 
cpa.org/aupolicy/soical-media)

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

Film Review: Drift
Directed by Anthony Chen

How do you deal with the loss of identity 
and how do you begin to rebuild it and 
cope with trauma? Those are some of the 
questions at the heart of this brutally hon-
est drama which provides a fresh look at 
the lives of refugees.

The fi lm follows a young woman from Libe-
ria Jacqueline (Cynthia Erivo) who has escaped 
her war-torn country and ended up on a Greek 
island where she is struggling to survive and 
come to terms with her past. She is at drift in 
body and mind until she meets US tour guide 
Callie (Alia Shawkat) and a friendship blossoms. 
This results in the two women saving each other.

It is based on Alexander Maksik’s novel, A 
Marker to Measure Drift, which he adapted for 
the big screen with Susanne Farrell. The fi lm, 
directed by Anthony Chen, presents a charac-
ter that we have not seen before. Jacqueline 
is a refugee from an affl  uent and privileged 
background who has fallen from grace as the 
fl ashbacks to her life in Liberia and London 
show. They also depict a fun-loving extrovert 
who is the antithesis to the shell of the person 
she has become: introverted and distrustful of 
everyone. She sleeps in a cave on the beach and 
steals sugar sachets from cafes for sustenance 
because she is penniless, and has to resort to 
off ering tourists on the beach foot massages 
for money.

Erivo, who produced and wrote, and per-
forms a song in Drift, gives the performance 
of her career alongside Shawkat who is equally 
impressive. This is a slow-burning drama with a 
harrowing reveal when Jacqueline fi nally breaks 
down in front of Callie while she is having a 
bath. As she describes the way her family were 
tortured and callously gunned down by child 
soldiers it makes for a particularly hard watch. 
This invisible woman is fi nally seen and in doing 
so Erivo delivers a heartbreaking turn.

It also shows the importance of human con-
nection and kindness in a quietly powerful and 
restrained tale. Hopefully it will help people see 
refugees in a more humane light.
(Drift is viewable on Apple TV and Prime Video)
Morning Star 
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Gaps to close
The World Health Organization (WHO) has issued a stark 
reminder of the often invisible struggles faced by older women 
and women with disabilities, who are at a heightened risk of vari-
ous forms of abuse. Despite the gravity of their situation, these 
vulnerable groups are frequently overlooked in global and nation-
al datasets concerning violence. To address this critical gap, the 
WHO has released two new publications that call for more com-
prehensive research to ensure these women are not only counted 
but also have their unique needs understood and catered to.

The scant data available paints a troubling picture: women with 
disabilities are more susceptible to intimate partner violence than 
those without, and both older women and women with disabilities 
experience higher rates of sexual violence. Author Dr Lynnmarie 
Sardinha, Technical Offi cer at WHO and the UN Special 
Programme on Human Reproduction (HRP) for Violence against 
Women Data and Measurement stresses the importance of inclu-
sive research. She points out that the lack of representation of 
these groups in violence research undermines the effectiveness 
of programs designed to support them. It is crucial, she argues, 
to understand the diverse impacts of violence and the accessi-
bility of services to these women, to truly end violence in all its 
forms.

Intimate partner violence and sexual violence are the most 
prevalent forms of gender-based violence worldwide, affect-
ing approximately one in three women. However, older women 
and women with disabilities not only face these common threats 
but also specifi c risks and additional forms of abuse. These can 
range from coercive and controlling behaviours by caregivers, 
such as withholding medicines or assistive devices, to fi nancial 
abuse.

A WHO-conducted review found that among women aged 60 and 
above, physical and/or sexual intimate partner violence remains 
the most common form of abuse. However, there is a notable 
shift from physical and/or sexual violence to psychological vio-
lence, including threats of abandonment and other controlling 
behaviours, as both the victims and their partners age.

The isolation experienced by older women and women with 
disabilities can be profound when violence occurs, making it 
exceedingly diffi cult for them to escape or report the abuse. This 
isolation is often compounded by stigma and discrimination, 
which can further hinder their access to services or information 
and lead to their accounts of violence being dismissed by those 
who are supposed to help.

Dr Avni Amin, Head of the Rights and Equality across the Life 
Course Unit at WHO and HRP, emphasises that gender-based 
violence is deeply rooted in unequal power dynamics and control 
over women. For older women and women with disabilities, their 
dependency and isolation are exploited by perpetrators, which 
increases their vulnerability to abuse. Dr Amin advocates for 
services that are sensitive to their needs, and that identify appro-
priate contacts through health and care systems, ensuring that all 
women experiencing violence receive empathetic, survivor-cen-
tred care.

To improve the current understanding and data on violence 
against these groups, WHO recommends several measures. 
Notably, they suggest extending the age limit for survey partici-
pation to include older women and incorporating questions that 
cover a broader spectrum of disabilities and types of violence. 
The briefs, titled ‘Measuring violence against older women’ and 
‘Measuring violence against women with disability,’ highlight the 
necessity of engaging older women and women with disabilities, 
as well as their representative organisations, in all stages of sur-
vey design and implementation. This approach ensures that the 
surveys are not only appropriate but also user-friendly, with for-
mats like Braille or EasyRead enhancing accessibility for all.

In summary, the WHO’s call to action is clear: to effectively com-
bat violence against women, particularly those who are older or 
with disabilities, it is imperative to close the data gaps and foster 
an environment of inclusivity and understanding. Only then can 
we hope to develop and implement programs that truly address 
the specifi c needs of these often-marginalised groups.
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Alejandra Garcia, from Havana

On 17 March this year, a group 
of Cubans took to the streets of 
Santiago de Cuba in the east of 
the island, to show their dissat-
isfaction with the economic sit-
uation in the country. Recently 
fuel shortages have caused long 
hours of scheduled blackouts, 
especially in that city, which 
along with food shortages and 
salaries strongly aff ected by 
infl ation have turned the daily 
life of Cubans into an odyssey 
of frustration.

Immediately after the news 
broke, the hegemonic media of 
North America and some sectors of 
the ultra-right-wing in Florida and 
other parts of the world tried to take 
advantage of the circumstances to 
bring about a change of regime in 
the country. They hoped that what 
began as a peaceful protest amid a 
painful economic situation would 
multiply throughout the island 
and turn into a social outburst that 
would lead Cubans to confront one 
another.

It hurts how they dismiss the 
real causes of the economic crisis 
in Cuba, which includes, above so 
many other reasons, the US eco-
nomic blockade that has continued 
non-stop against the island for 
over 64 years, preventing us from 
establishing trade relations with 
the rest of the world and, therefore, 
our own development. The oppor-
tunists look at us from a distance 
with hamburgers in hand and want 
us to get heated up, with sticks in 
hand against the government, as 
if they were attending one of the 
battles of the US bestseller The 
Hunger Games.

On 17 March, Cuban President 
Miguel Díaz-Canel acknowledged 
on the social network X that people 
had expressed dissatisfaction with 
the current situation. He warned 
that this context is being taken 
advantage of by the enemies of 
the Revolution “for destabilising 
purposes.” Their objective has 
nothing to do with the needs of the 
Cuban people.

Diaz-Canel denounced terror-
ists in the United States who are 
encouraging actions against the 
internal order of the country. The 
president also reiterated the will-
ingness of the Cuban authorities 
of the Communist Party, the State 
and the Government to attend to 
the demands of the Cuban people.

“We are willing to listen, dia-
logue and explain the many steps 
taken to improve the situation, 
always in an atmosphere of tran-
quillity,” he said and reaffi  rmed 
the government’s commitment to 
“work in peace to overcome the cur-
rent situation, despite the blockade 
that seeks to suff ocate the nation.”

While the president took the 
podium to assure the people that 
they are not alone and that the 
government understands, listens 
and acts, the US embassy took to 
social media to speak about “human 
rights.” On the offi  cial X account, 
the diplomatic headquarters in 
Havana posted, “We are aware 
of reports of peaceful protests in 
Santiago, Bayamo, Granma, and 
elsewhere in Cuba, with citizens 
protesting the lack of food and 
electricity. We urge the Cuban 
government to respect the human 
rights of the protestors and address 
the legitimate needs of the Cuban 
people.” Spoken like  innocent 
concerned bystanders!

On 18 March, US Chargé 
d’Aff aires Benjamin Ziff  was sum-
moned to the Cuban Ministry of 
Foreign Aff airs by Deputy Minister 
Carlos Fernández de Cossío, who 
formally expressed Cuba’s fi rm 
rejection of the US government and 
embassy interference, and slander-
ous messages regarding internal 
aff airs of the Cuban reality.

“How cynical and despicable 
to ask the government of Cuba 
to satisfy the needs of its people, 
when your government has been 
applying a brutal siege for 60-plus 
years to deprive my people of the 

essentials and cause its suff oca-
tion,” denounced Cuba’s Vice 
Minister of Foreign Aff airs Jose-
fi na Vidal.

The destabilisation plan and its 
execution are obvious for all to see. 
It rests on the reinforcement of a 
ruthless economic war to provoke 
and exploit the natural irritation of 
the population. It is fi nanced with 
tens of millions of dollars from the 
US federal budget every year.

According to a statement issued 
by the Cuban Ministry of Foreign 
Aff airs, the plans have a powerful 
technological infrastructure to 
exploit digital networks from US 
territory for aggressive purposes. 
They enjoy the complicity of impor-
tant US and international main-
stream media and the mercenary 
support of people based mainly in 
South Florida, whose only liveli-
hood is the industry of aggression 
against the island.

What do Cubans need? To reject 
the suff ocation to which we are 
subjected, the lack of access to food, 
infl ation, bureaucracy, corruption, 
and internal problems that can be 
solved – but we will do that. Above 
all, we condemn the determination 
of the US government to limit and 
hinder every eff ort of the Cuban 
State to fi nd solutions and provide 
answers to the economic and social 
needs of the country.

It is actually quite simple – as a 
sovereign country we are resolute 
in our insistence that we will build 
our society without the dictates of 
any country.
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US tries again 
to foment counter-
revolution in Cuba

Che Guevara Mausoleum, Santa Clara, Cuba. 
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On 23 March, Palestinians were joined by people across the 
globe in marking Land Day, the 48th anniversary of Israel’s 
killing of six unarmed protesters who rose up against the Israeli 
government’s confi scation and occupation of Palestinian land.

Thousands of Palestinian people marched through Deir Hanna, 
one of the Israeli towns where authorities violently cracked down on 
nonviolent protesters on 30 March, 1976, as they honoured Raja Abu 
Raya, Khader Khalayleh, Khadija Shawahneh, Kheir Yassin, Mohsin 
Taha, and Raafat Zuhairi.

More than 100 people were also injured by Israeli authorities during 
the protest in 1976, which was organised in opposition to Israel’s con-
fi scation of nearly 5,000 acres of land that belonged to Palestinian 
citizens of Israel in the northern Galilee region.

The Good Shepherd Collective, an anti-Zionist human rights group 
based in the West Bank, said that with Israel bombarding Gaza and 
conducting raids almost daily in the West Bank as offi  cials seize more 
land, Land Day becomes “more relevant” every year.

“No Palestinian needs to be reminded of the centrality of the land in 
the struggle for justice and liberation. Land Day is more a remembrance 
of one massacre among hundreds over more than one hundred years 
of Zionist violence,” said Good Shepherd Collective. “In the midst of a 
genocide, we must continue to speak out and speak of the context of 
settler-colonialism’s baked-in logic of elimination.”

Israeli Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich has announced that 
Israel was seizing nearly 2,000 acres of land in the West Bank, which 
would allow the country to build more illegal settlements. The country’s 
settlement-planning authority said it had approved the construction of 
3,500 new housing units in the territory.

Israeli forces conducted overnight raids across the West Bank ahead 
of Land Day, killing a 13-year-old boy named Nabil Abu Abed near Jenin.

The US-based Jewish Voice for Peace (JVP) marked Land Day as 
organisers with the group holding solidarity marches and rallies in cities 
including Boston; Portland, Maine; and Providence, Rhode Island. 
Other groups organised a march in New York City.

The group noted that Land Day also marks the beginning of the Great 
March of Return protests, which were held weekly for 21 months start-
ing on 30 March 2018 as demonstrators demanded an end to Israel’s 
blockade of Gaza and the right to return to the homes their families were 
expelled from in 1948 when Zionist forces cleared the way to establish 
Israel. More than 200 Palestinians were killed by Israeli forces for 
participating in the marches, including 46 children.

“We mourn the thousands whom the Israeli military murdered or 
permanently injured over the years. We honour those who rose up in 
1976 and all who have risen up to fi ght for justice in Palestine,” said JVP.

Marches also took place in Cardiff , Wales, London, Madrid, and 
Helsingborg, Sweden, with protesters reiterating the demand for an 
immediate, permanent ceasefi re in Gaza.

“I’ll keep [marching] as long as the bombing and the apartheid and 
the injustice is going on,” Stephen Kapos, an 86-year-old survivor of 
the Holocaust, told Al Jazeera.
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Despite growing worldwide 
calls for an arms embargo, 
the Biden administration has 
approved the transfer of bil-
lions of dollars worth of new 
weapons shipments to Isra-
el, including warplanes and 
2,000-pound (900 kilograms) 
bombs that have been dropped 
on densely populated areas of 
Gaza with devastating results.

The Washington Post has 
reported that the Biden admin-
istration has “quietly” authorised 
arms shipments including more 
than 1,800 MK84 2,000-pound 
bombs and 500 MK82 500-pound 
bombs (226 kilograms), as well as 
25 F-35A fi ghter jets and engines 
worth approximately $2.5 billion. 
The transfers are the latest of 
more than 100 arms shipments 
authorised by the Biden adminis-
tration since the 7 October attacks 
on Israel.

“Quietly,” Palestinian American 
writer and political analyst Yousef 
Munayyer scoff ed in response to 
the report. “This is cowardly from 
the administration. If you are going 
to be full backers of genocide, own 
it. We see you and history sees you 
as well.”

“It is scary to think of the world 
US support for Israel is creating. 
A world with no rules, no limits in 
war, where norms don’t exist, and 
where genocide is supportable,” he 
added. “Good luck getting anyone 
to listen to you about international 
law after this.”

Edward Ahmed Mitchell, 
deputy executive director of the 
Council on American Islamic 
Relations, said in a statement: 
“We strongly condemn the Biden 
administration’s unbelievable and 
unconscionable decision to secretly 
send hundreds of new 2,000-pound 

bombs and other weapons to sup-
port Benjamin Netanyahu’s geno-
cide. Arming a war criminal makes 
you a war criminal.”

According to the Post: The 
2,000-pound bombs, capable of 
levelling city blocks and leaving 
craters in the earth 12 metres across 
and larger, are almost never used 
by Western militaries in densely 
populated locations due to the risk 
of civilian casualties.

Israel has used them extensively 
in Gaza, most notably in the bomb-
ing of Gaza’s Jabalia refugee camp 
on 31 October. UN offi  cials decried 
the strike, which killed more than 
100 people, as a “disproportion-
ate attack that could amount to 
war crimes.” Israel defended the 
bombing, saying it resulted in the 
death of a Hamas leader.

The Biden administration’s 
arms shipments to Israel continue 
despite urgent pleas from United 
Nations officials, international 
human rights groups, and some 
progressive US lawmakers to 
stop arming Israel’s 175-day Gaza 
onslaught, during which Israeli 
bombs and bullets have killed 
more than 32,600 Palestinians – 
mostly women and children – while 
wounding over 75,000 others and 
damaging or destroying hundreds 
of thousands of homes, schools, 
hospitals, mosques, and other 
structures.

The International Court of Jus-
tice in January found that Israel 
is plausibly committing genocide 
in Gaza and ordered the country 
to prevent genocidal acts. How-
ever, Israel has been accused of 
ignoring the ICJ order, and amid 
ongoing atrocities – including the 
forced starvation of Palestinians 
– the court issued another order 
demanding that Israel allow des-
perately needed humanitarian aid 
into Gaza.

Last December, when the death 
toll in Gaza stood at approximate-
ly 18,000, President Joe Biden 
implored the far-right government 
of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to stop Israel’s “indis-
criminate bombing” of Palestinian 
civilians in the embattled enclave.

However, US support for Israel 
– which already included nearly $4 
billion ($6 billion AUD) in annual 
military aid – has continued una-
bated, with the Biden administra-
tion seeking an additional $14.3 
million ($22 million AUD) in armed 
assistance and repeatedly bypassing 
Congress to fast-track ‘emergency’ 
weapons shipments.

“The US cannot beg Netanyahu 
to stop bombing civilians one day 
and the next send him thousands 
more 2,000-pound bombs that can 
level entire city blocks,” US Sen. 
Bernie Sander said. “This is obscene. 
We must end our complicity: No 
more bombs to Israel.”

Biden administration offi  cials 
have claimed they don’t have any 
leverage over Israel, drawing ridi-
cule from observers who point to 
the indispensable military and dip-
lomatic support the US provides.

The staggering death and 
destruction wrought by Israel’s 
assault on Gaza has drawn criticism 
from even staunch supporters of 
the key US ally.

Referring to the worsening 
famine in Gaza – which one US 
State Department official has 
acknowledged anonymously to 
Reuters – New York Times column-
ist Nicholas Kristof wrote on social 
media: “Really, POTUS? With Gaza 
facing starvation and Netanyahu 
defying you over Rafah, you ship 
billions of dollars in additional 
weapons to Israel, including 2,000-
pound bombs, without end-use 
restrictions? Bibi is rolling you.”
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Land Day and Genocide ‘Obscene’: Biden okays more 
bombs, warplanes for Israel


