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The Great Artesian Basin
(GAB) is a massive aquifer that
provides a crucial fresh water
supply for rural communities
and ecosystems across a vast
area of Australia. Swiss min-
ing giant Glencore’s subsidiary
Carbon Transport and Storage
Corporation is one step away
from securing approval to
pump hundreds of thousands
of tonnes of carbon emissions
into it.

University of Queensland
modelling shows that upon CO2
injection groundwater acidity
will increase 10,000-fold, releas-
ing heavy metals including lead,
arsenic, and cadmium among
others, to levels unsafe for both
human and animal consumption.

This is a toxic proposal from a
toxic company.

The emissions would be gener-
ated by the Millmerran Power Sta-
tion in the Darling Downs region of
Queensland. Other mining compa-
nies are queuing up to follow suit if
and when Glencore gets the green
light for its toxic plans.

More than 120 towns, hundreds
of pastoral stations, rural industries,
and visitors to the drought stricken
outback rely on the GAB in NSW,
Queensland, South Australia, and
Northern Territory. There are more
than 34,000 water bores drawing
on the GAB that support more than
$13 billion in annual production.

Not surprisingly, there is
strong opposition from farmers,
communities, businesses, and
environmentalists.

The initial ‘trial’ would involve
the pumping of 330,000 tonnes
of emissions into the GAB over 3
years in a process known as carbon
capture and storage (CCS).

CARBON CAPTURE
CON

CCS aims to inject greenhouse
gases produced from the process-
ing and burning of fossil fuels
and inject those emissions deep

underground for ‘permanent’ stor-
age. Promises of CCS are used by
resources companies as an excuse
to continue mining and burning
fossil fuels.

CCS has never achieved the
promised rates of sequestration
at commercial scale anywhere in
the world. For example, Chevron’s
Gorgon gas project off the coast
of Western Australia near Pilbara
was given approval to use CCS
on condition that the company
stored four million tonnes of CO2
per annum.

Chevron received a taxpayer
gift of $60 million towards its $3
billion development of CCS. It has
not even reached half that target.
It ran into numerous unforeseen
difficulties.

Approval of CCS in the GAB
amounts to a licence for the expan-
sion of mining and burning of fossil
fuels when the science says to stop.

It would amount to an experi-
ment — an extremely risky, irre-
versible experiment that threatens
the livelihoods of communities,
farmers, and businesses as well as
ecosystems.

The federal government has
not examined the project, claim-
ing there was no requirement for
it to do so. It is in the hands of the
Queensland government to give the
go-ahead which is due in May. In
terms of being a friend of polluting
mining corporations, the Queens-
land government is up there with
Western Australia.

The Queensland government
has already made a commitment
to partially fund the ‘trial’ opera-
tion to the tune of $35 million. This
taxpayer handout is to the largest
commodity trader in the world that
made a gross profit of $34.1 bil-
lion in 2023! It is $35 million that
could have been spent on schools,
hospitals, public transport — almost
anything instead of subsidising the
pollution of the GAB.

With such a precious and vital
resource it would be crazy to take
risks that would be irreversible.
The precautionary principle must
be applied.

The Workers’ Wee

COMMUNIST PARTY OF AUSTRALIA We acknowledge the sovereignty of the First Peoples of Australia.

kly l

#2095 22 April 2024

WWW.CPa.Org.au

ISSN 1325-295X

Oppose toxic plans!

Map of the Great Artesian Basin. Image: Tentotwo — Wikimedia Commons (CC BY-SA 3.0)

TOXIC
CORPORATION

Glencore’s track record does
little to inspire confidence.

In Peru, Glencore’s copper
mine in Espinar (Cusco) has pol-
luted the water of the ancestral
territory of the Quechua and K’'ana
Indigenous peoples. A report by
Cooperaccion in Peru provides
evidence of the environmental
and health impacts of the mine
where more than 56,000 people
are exposed to contamination from
heavy metals.

After four decades of constantly
breathing the poisonous dust of
Glencore’s mine in La Guajira
region in Peru, one third of the

an extremely
risky irreversible
experiment

Green Development —

lessons for Australia
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population of 1 million (nearly
340,000 people), in region suffer
respiratory symptoms.

In Colombia, Glencore diverted
the river Bruno to accommodate
their coal mine in an already
water-scarce region. “They pol-
luted what little remains. And
not content with this, the mining
giant now seeks to strong-arm
the Colombian government with
a multi-million-dollar arbitrage
claim, aiming to expand its coal
mine,” a report by Colombian
organisations Cinep and Censat
notes.

Glencore and its subsidiaries
are active in many other resource-
rich countries around the world,
including the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo (DRC), Nigeria,
Brazil, Cote d’Ivoire, Cameroon,
Equatorial Guinea, and Venezuela.
Its record in those countries is no
better.

According to British non-profit,
Spotlight on Corruption, Glencore’s
principal objectives were obtaining
unfair business advantages, acquir-
ing state-owned operations, and
mitigating or outright dismissing
legal liabilities.

The Guardian
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In 2022 Glencore had to set
aside US$1.5 billion for fines to
courts in the UK, Brazil, and the
US after admitting bribery and
market manipulation — not much
of a dent in its US$255.98 billion
revenue for that year.

Glencore had the highest
number of recorded allegations
of human rights abuses of all
companies tracked by the Busi-
ness and Human Rights Resource
Centre’s 2022 Transition Miner-
als Tracker.

Here’s what the Queensland
Farmers Federation thinks about
the deal: “The final decision on
this proposal will have national
ramifications for generations
to come. It is essential that the
Queensland government makes
the right call on this landmark
decision — to reject Glencore’s
proposal and prevent any further
exploration permits for CCS in
the GAB and then move to pro-
tect the GAB for generations to
come.”

The price of doing business with
Glencore is too high! &
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School’s out
(of money)

New South Wales has handed down budget cuts
to public education. The teachers of that state aren’t
happy about it. Here’s why all of us should be un-
happy about it too.

A 1.25 per cent cut doesn’t sounds like a lot,
but it’s not a cut to a school system with funds to
spare. That funding cut is $148 million dollars from
schools, teachers and students that are already
badly underfunded. Like all high schools, NSW
public schools are funded way under the Schooling
Resource Standard (SRS) — which measures how
much funding a school needs to meet students’
needs.

In a strategy that’s an old one in the world of
education, unions are being blamed for cuts to their
working conditions. The NSW Teachers Federation
of NSW has stood up for members and gained a long-
overdue pay rise. Naturally the Sydney Morning
Herald has described the pay increase as “hefty”
and the union as “powerful.”

Cue the cuts to public education. Education
Minister Prue Car has said that the pay rise isn’t
coming from cuts to school budgets, and that anyone
who says otherwise is lying.

The NSW public system is short by about 3,000
teachers. That’s a lot, and you’d think it was time
for more funding, not less. As often happens, the
NSW government says money is tight.

Except when it isn’t. There’s a shortage of money,
but not for private schools, who get a much larger
slice of the SRS funding than public schools, while
usually charging fees that keep most working people
away.

Perhaps you can’t afford a private school? Never
mind, you can still afford to fund it. You have to.
We all pay Goods and Services Tax (GST). That tax
goes to the states. The states, together with the
Commonwealth, over-fund private education and
under-fund public education. Almost all of us are
funding private schools whose doors we couldn't
afford to set foot in.

This is more than just unfair, although it is very
unfair. Funding private education at all is unfair.
It's also bad for the whole country.

Funding private schools from the taxes of people
who will never use those schools is funding privi-
lege. It’s funding the upper end of a class system.
Criticism like this is often dismissed as “class war.”
The truth is that there is a class war going on. It’s
being funded with the taxes of the working class.
Underfunding public schools is the other side of
that class war.

That’s the opposite of what this country needs.
We need all young people educated so that they
can fully use their abilities, flourish, and to make
Australia work for all of us. This country can afford
a quality education for everyone.

It’s no surprise that the combination of under-
funding for public schools and overfunding for the
private system is happening under a Labor govern-
ment. Labor has been running scared of the Private
Education lobby for a long time. When they are in
power, they tinker with the system, trying to im-
prove public funding while not enraging the private
school lobby’s sense of entitlement.

Whatever state you live in, you should be con-
cerned that our country is underfunding schooling.
NSW Labor is called ‘progressive, but we need more
than ‘progressive’ if we want an education system
that works for the people of this country.

We need socialism.

Guardian

Report slams
Tasmania’s public
transport

According to a recent McKell
Institute report Tasmania’s
public transport network was
once among the most advanced
in the southern hemisphere,
but now ranks among the least
advanced in Australia alone.
On a per capita basis, the
Tasmanian government con-
tributes the least of any juris-
diction in Australia towards
routine public transport serv-
ices, and the second lowest
proportion of its state budget.
Apart from tinkering around
the edges of the existing bus
network, Tasmania has seen
no meaningful investments in
public transport in decades.
This comes as mainland states
and capital cities, including those
with similar sized populations to
Hobart, make significant steps
towards expanding their public
transport networks. In the case
of Hobart, public transport was
once a crucial element of the city’s
transport profile — with levels of
use comparable to Brisbane, Perth
and Adelaide. But it now represents

only four per cent of all kilometres
travelled. This collectively means
that Hobart residents miss out on
the well-documented social, envi-
ronmental and economic benefits
of public transport. The potential
economic upsides of targeted public
transport investment in Tasmania
are especially noteworthy as the
state struggles with a chronic lack
of public investment and relative
economic underperformance.
Even then, Hobart’s existing
network is poorly planned, and fails
to provide services where they are
most needed. As the case study of
Glenorchy illustrates, the most dis-
advantaged areas in Hobart’s north
see similar levels of service to the
much more affluent south. These
northern services fail to penetrate
the pockets of greatest need despite
the presence of accessible road
infrastructure. Apart from poor
service coverage, other issues limit
MetroTas ability to provide high
quality and reliable services such
as poor driver retention, low wages,
the growing problem of congestion
on Hobart’s main roads, and the

way in which MetroTas contracts
with the Tasmanian government.
The McKell Institute report
recommends more public spending
on public transport and investment
in more ambitious projects, as well
as simple tweaks which would go
a long way to making the existing
network more efficient, equitable
and a more preferable choice for
commuters. These include plan-
ning bus services around areas of
disadvantage (particularly in the
inner northern suburbs), providing
additional protections for drivers,
prioritising transit-friendly infra-
structure such as bus lanes, and
re-thinking the way in which serv-
ices are delivered under the Metro
Tasmania Act 1997 (Tas) to give the
government greater control over
planning and delivery of services.
The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia recommends nationalising
public transport and running it for
people and not for profit.
The full McKell Institute report
on Tasmania’s public transport
system can be found at
mckellinstitute.org.au &

Op-Ed: Sydney stabbings
are no time for racism

FK

When an event as appalling
as the recent Sydney stabbing
attacks occurs, it’s common
for people to call for every-
one to show some respect in
their comments. That’s fair
enough. The deaths are heart-
rending, and very close to all
of us. They happened in places
we could easily imagine being;
a shopping centre, a church.
So, if someone cracks a joke,
or says something insensitive,
the response “This is no time
for jokes” is common.

The ‘this is no time for ...
rebuke can be over-used, as in
the United States, where people
who support unrestricted access
to deadly weapons use it to try to
silence those who see a tragedy

that didn’t have to happen and
call for gun-control measures. The
gun-control supporters respond by
asking “If this isn’t a good time,
when would be?”

Australia’s largest media propri-
etor, News, published a cartoon on
the topic of the Westfield shopping
centre stabbing showing terrified
shoppers running away from the
stabbing while a blonde white police
officer runs heroically towards it.
One of the fleeing shoppers is a
comical brown Muslim man. In
the actual stabbing, one of the vic-
tims was a brown Muslim security
guard who died trying to prevent
more injuries.

People for whom any high-pro-
file attack is more of an opportunity
than a tragedy claimed with no evi-
dence whatsoever that the attacker
was not to be outdone, Australian

media outlet Seven incorrectly
named the attacker with a Jewish
name in a YouTube caption, on
air and on its website. Seven then
removed the claims and said that
they “sincerely” apologised.
There is no apology from Mark
Knight, the cartoonist featured
in the Daily Telegraph and Sun
newspapers, who has previously
drawn racist cartoons of Meaghan
Markle, Venus Williams, and Black
Australians. If there’s enough fuss,
he might do a cartoon about being
persecuted for just telling jokes.’
It is never a good time to mis-
represent people in order to spread
racial hatred. As Lenin said on the
topic of anti-semitism, “shame on
those who foment hatred towards
the Jews, who foment hatred
towards other nations.” @&
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Agreements that strangle
democracy

Anna Pha

“Where there is water, there is life. Without
it, where are we going to live?” asks Leobar-
do Sierra, a 48-year-old Wayuu Indigenous
leader from Colombia referring to the dam-
age caused by Glencore’s Cerrejon mine in La
Guajira, Colombia. It is one of the largest open
cut mines in the world.

“For the company, the land is just for extraction,
for damaging, for money. For us, it’s territory, it nour-
ishes us, it’s our mother. We must take care of it.”

People who speak out against the company receive
death threats, and fear for their personal safety and
that of their families. Militias are also present.

When Glencore diverted the Bruno stream for its
own purposes in 2017, the Indigenous people took
the company to Colombia’s Constitutional Court. It
found in favour of their rights to water and ordered
the company to restore the waterway to its original
course.

Glencore responded by starting proceedings
against the government in an Investor-State-Dispute-
Settlement (ISDS) case, pressuring the state to pay
Glencore millions of dollars it might lose in future
profits as a consequence of the Court’s decision.

Glencore currently has five such claims against
the Colombian state.

ISDS

ISDS clauses found in many free trade and invest-
ment agreements. They give foreign (but not local)
investors the right to sue governments for millions
and even billions of dollars of compensation. This
applies if they can convince a tribunal that a change
in domestic law or policy has reduced the value of
their investment, or that they were not consulted
fairly about the change, or that it did not meet their
expectations of the regulatory environment at the
time of their investment.

In other words, they are used against govern-
ments when decisions are made that might limit the
company’s business activities or future profits.

The claims are heard by international tribunals
behind closed doors. Costs are in the tens of mil-
lions, even when a government wins. For poorer
nations, these costs are high, and they are a warning
to them against trying to protect their citizens or the
environment.

There are 1303 known ISDS cases, many against
health, environment, regulation of carbon emissions,
and other public interest laws. (UNCTAD)

ISDSs violate sovereignty, and override government
laws and domestic courts. The process lacks transpar-
ency. This is very evident examining UNCTAD’s long
list of cases and how few reveal details of outcomes.

EXAMPLES

When the minimum wage was increased in Egypt,
the giant global French corporation Veolia sued the
government using ISDS provisions in the Bilateral
Investment Agreement between France and Egypt.

At the time Veolia had an agreement to provide
waste management services for 15 years. It argued
that the government had changed the labour law
causing damage to its investment. Fortunately, Veolia

lost but the Egyptian government still had to spend
six years defending the case and paid millions of
dollars in arbitration and legal costs.

In another case, an ISDS tribunal ordered the
Peruvian government to pay the Canadian Bear Creek
mining company AU$37m when it cancelled a mining
licence. The company had failed to obtain informed
consent from Indigenous land owners about the mine,
leading to mass protests. In other words, the company
was rewarded for ignoring Indigenous land rights.

Mexico is facing an AU$3.7b ISDS case from US
company Odyssey Marine Exploration after rejecting a
seabed mining permit due to environmental concerns.
The permit would have allowed the corporation to
dredge nearly 270,000 hectares of shallow Mexican
coastline for phosphate.

However, widespread community concerns
about marine life and the local fishing industry saw
Mexico reject the permit in 2018. One of the dan-
gers of cases like this is that governments will fear
rejecting environmentally dangerous mining projects
and make decisions that are not in line with climate
action or in the interests of the health and wellbeing
of communities.

CLIVE PALMER

Closer to home, Clive Palmer is using the ISDS
provisions in the ASEAN-Australia-New Zealand
Free Trade Agreement and the amended 2017
Singapore-Australia Free Trade Agreement to claim
a total of nearly $410 billion from the Australian
government.

As his company is Australian, and ineligible to use
ISDS provisions against the Australian government,
Palmer is using what is known as ‘forum shopping.’
This involves setting up companies in other countries
that contain agreements with ISDS provisions with
the country being sued.

Palmer’s Australian-based Minerology company
had sued the WA government for $30 million in rela-
tion to legislation terminating his legal dispute over
his proposed Balmoral South iron ore project in the
Pilbara region.

Minerology is now owned by Zeph Investments, a
Singapore-registered company. Palmer has launched
a new claim, this time against the Commonwealth
government, using the Investor-State Disputes Set-
tlement (ISDS) clauses in the Singapore-Australia
Free Trade Agreement.

LABOR GOVT

The groundswell against ISDSs has reached the
point where governments are reluctant to include
them in new agreements. Some are trying to remove
or weaken their provisions. This can only be done by
mutual agreement.

Labor made a pre-election promise to scrap ISDS
provisions in agreements. Submissions to a Parlia-
mentary inquiry into the government’s approach to
trade policy closed in September 2023. A three-yearly
mandated review of the Comprehensive and Progres-
sive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP)
is also under way. The CPTPP includes 11 countries
in the Asia Pacific region, but not China or the US.

It is in the interests of all Australians that Labor
keeps its promise. @&

Glencore’s Cerrejon mine in La Guajira. Photo: Tanenhaus — (CC BY 2.0)

ISDS are a warning
to poorer nations
against trying to

protect their citizens

Victoria: Traditional Owner groups
intentionally cut out of billion-dollar windfall

Dechlan Brennan

Victoria’s Environment Min-
ister has revealed the legal
frameworks that enabled land
to be taken from Indigenous
people excluded First Peoples
from the economic benefits
those lands produced.

Appearing before the Yoor-
rook Justice Commission, the
Environment Minister Steve
Dimopoulos acknowledged royal-
ties agreements were intention-
ally legislated and designed to
effectively exclude Aboriginal
people from their share of more
than $1.5 billion in land use
revenue.

The truth-telling hearings are
examining the historical injustices
surrounding land, sky, and waters
in Victoria and have previously
heard from experts in the history
of Australian colonisation and
dispossession.

On Tuesday, the Minister was
asked to view an internal govern-
ment memo from the early 1990s,
which was written to provide infor-
mation about “issues arising from
the Mabo decision.”

Writing to the head of the
Department of Conservation and
Natural Resources, the author of
the internal memo argued “it was
clear that all Crown grants, most
forms of leasing, and many forms of

licensing will effectively extinguish
Native Title.”

“Because of historical circum-
stances in Victoria, whereby Abo-
riginal groups were dispossessed
and displaced to a very significant
degree ... claims in Victoria will
be difficult to prove,” the memo
stated, before arguing the Mabo
decision would not be of “general
significance,” despite some claims
— “in limited areas” — having the
potential to succeed.

Counsel Assisting, Sarala Fit-
zgerald highlighted the Victorian
Plantations Corporation Act, which
allowed for the granting of licences.
She then compared the legislation
to the internal memo, written in

the months before the legislation
was introduced in 1993, and which
argued licences over land would
“effectively extinguish Native Title.”

“Whether by intention or not,
there was an awareness that grant-
ing a power of that kind would
facilitate the extinguishment of
Native Title. Do you accept that?”
Fitzgerald asked.

“I do,” Dimopoulos replied.

“I got an emotional response
reading it ... How unjust it is. Not
only how unjust ... [but] how that
was not a government for Tradi-
tional Owners. It was a government
against Traditional Owners.”

A clearly exasperated Commis-
sioner Travis Lovett described the

government decision at the time
as “disrespectful to say the least”.

“How about our people listening
... it breaks our hearts,” Commis-
sioner Lovett said.

“This isn’t going back to the
1840s when the massacres started;
this is 1993; this is abuse; this is
what our people have continually
had to put up with.”

Noting the overrepresentation
of Indigenous people in the child
protection and justice systems,
Lovett rhetorically asked: “How can
we build intergenerational wealth
when we are continually shut out
of the system?”

National Indigenous Times
(edited for reasons of space) @



4 77 il 2024

Australia

ACTU calls for
pricing commission

ACTU Assistant Secretary Joseph Mitchell has
criticised supermarket pricing practices at
the Senate committee on Supermarket Prices.

The ACTU has long been critical of the unfair
pricing practices and questionable tactics deployed
by supermarkets to maximise profits in a cost-of-
living crisis.

Over the past year, Professor Allan Fels AO
undertook an inquiry into price gouging and unfair
pricing practices across a range of industries and
found evidence of unfair market power. Of the more
than 750 submissions by working Australians to the
inquiry, supermarkets received the most submissions
of concern.

The report highlighted that the effective super-
market duopoly has created a mutual incentive to not
reduce prices, particularly on goods with high price
recognition. While supermarkets justify their pricing
by noting the role of external pressures, this contrasts
with their profit margins being higher than interna-
tional competitors. Professor Fels further observed
that “there has not been a price war between the major
supermarkets in some years.”

The disproportionate market power held by super-
markets is also evident in its capacity to set terms and
prices for farmers. The perishability of products and
lack of alternatives means farmers are often forced
to accept prices that do not adequately cover their

costs. The supermarket duopoly, due to its size and
customer reach, exercises enormous bargaining power
as a primary buyer of farmers’ produce.

The Price Gouging Inquiry found that supermar-
kets would raise prices like rockets when faced with
increased costs but on the other side, drop them like
feathers.

Many submissions to the Inquiry flagged fake
discounts as a concern, where the prices of goods
increased, and they were being advertised back at
normal prices but as ‘specials.’

ACTU Assistant Secretary Joseph Mitchell has
said “High prices erode our standards of living just
as much as a pay cut does.

These unfair pricing practices were found to have
contributed to upwards pressure on inflation and to
the cost-of-living crisis facing Australia’s workers.

It is important that those businesses contribut-
ing to increases in inflation and driving the decline
in workers’ living standards be held accountable for
their unfair pricing practices and that such practices
are stamped out. We would also like to see a perma-
nent prices commission, to keep an eye on “rockets
and feathers” activity and ensure that hard working
Australians are not overpaying for their goods and
services.

ACTU @&

‘Serious concerns’: CFMEU
issues warning on ACT

Guardian

government appointment

The CFMEU has expressed seri-
ous concerns over the appoint-
ment of someone closely linked
to the Robodebt scandal to a
critical ACT public service role.

Lisa Carmody has been appoint-
ed deputy director of the Chief
Minister, Treasury and Eco-
nomic Development Directorate
(CMTEDD).

CFMEU ACT has backed the
Community and Public Sector
Union (CPSU), which first raised
Carmody’s involvement in the
Robodebt scandal. She was called
before the Royal Commission.

CFMEU ACT Secretary Zach
Smith said his union stood with
their comrades at the CPSU and
their members.

“People died because of Robod-
ebt, which hounded some of the
most vulnerable members of society
over illegal and immoral debts,”
he said.

“It doesn’t make any sense that
someone with a significant involve-
ment in one of the biggest welfare
scandals in Australian history will
now hold a crucial industrial rela-
tions job.

“The ACT’s chief public servant

Kathy Leigh has made the wrong
call here and should reconsider
her decision.

“The CFMEU has serious con-
cerns about what this could mean
for workers in the ACT when it
comes to negotiating fairer pay
and conditions.

“The ACT public service
shouldn’t be a safe harbour for
people who have ruined their job
prospects with the Commonwealth.”
CFMEU ACT @&

Adelaide Metro industrial
action continues

Adelaide Metro rail workers have taken indus-
trial action again in pursuit of a fair and rea-
sonable pay deal from private rail operator
Keolis Downer Adelaide (KDA).

Workers stopped work for two hours on Wednes-
day 17 April 2024 from 4 pm to 6 pm. Rail, Tram and
Bus Union (RTBU) SA/NT Branch Secretary Darren
Phillips said that rail workers had been forced to
escalate their industrial action due to KDA’s heavy-
handed approach to negotiations.

“Workers never want to take industrial action like

this, but they have been left with no other option to
pursue their claim for a fair and reasonable pay rise.
“KDA has not come back to the negotiating table
with a better offer, so unfortunately tomorrow’s
industrial action planned will go ahead as planned.
“We know that KDA is out to extract as much profit
from the people of South Australia as possible before
services are returned to the State government, but
rail workers are united and determined to get a fair
outcome from the Enterprise Agreement.”
RTBU &
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In Nazi-occupied France in WW2 the collaborationist
Vichy government changed the words on French coins
from the revolutionary “Liberty, Fraternity, Equality” to
a motto better suited to its repressive regime: “Work,
Family, Fatherland”.

Nationalism and militarism are also being assiduously
promoted by the Prime Minister. Albanese takes eve-
ry opportunity to be seen among the troops and will on
Anzac Day have a walk on the Kokoda Trail in PNG where
Australian troops fought against the Japanese occupa-
tion. At the same time as talking peace, the government is
actively preparing for war. Its policies alongside its open-
ended military budget are aimed at propelling Australia
into war in Asia sometime in the future.

In the economic sphere Albanese and his little gang of
US proxies pursue privatisation, anti-labour laws, and
worship the god of profits. They obscure many of their
far-reaching objectives with soft-peddle propaganda
that uses such terms as “family values.” The control of
Parliament by both major parties, has enabled govern-
ments to strip many basic human and democratic rights.
The limited protections that have curtailed the most
extreme ravages of employers for the past century have
been stripped. The dishonestly named “anti-terror laws”
destroy a number of long held basic legal rights and
extend police state powers — including the right to kill civil-
ians — to the armed forces.

So, what to put on our coinage? Dingo would suggest “In
Service to Uncle Sam,” but can we have a president and
a king?

Environmental activists Greenpeace has warned that its
future is under financial threat because of legal action by
oil giant Shell. It says its work will be in jeopardy if it loses
a court case in which the company is demanding $1 mil-
lion in damages after activists occupied a drilling platform
being towed in the Atlantic last year.

The case is due to go to trial in July.

Greenpeace says it is facing similar legal action by Big
Oil in the United States and Italy and has launched an
appeal for donations to help it fight in court. lan Duff, who
heads Greenpeace’s “Stop Drilling, Start Paying” cam-
paign, said: “Greenpeace is under attack globally like
never before. Right now, our colleagues in ltaly, the USA,
and here in the UK are all targets of intimidation law-
suits from oil giants, strategically deployed with one aim:
silence anyone brave enough to stand up to their planet-
wrecking business.”

He said it was an “outrage” that multibillion-dollar compa-
nies were suing a non-profit organisation. “Let’s be clear
— it’s not about the money,” he said. “Shell makes the $1
million it is suing us for every half an hour. It's because
we're confronting them and threatening their ability to
recklessly profit from destruction.

“We won't stop until they stop.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: AUKUS. This band of lack-
eys signed up provisional members Japan and Canada,
last week with a grand pronouncement: “Today we
announce our vision to cooperate on a networked air
defence architecture ...” In response, Mao Ning from
China’s Foreign Ministry said the US was “cobbling
together small groupings® in the region. “They have been
stoking confrontation in the name of cooperation, flexing
muscles in the name of peace, and sowing chaos in the
name of order. This is no doubt an act of hegemonism.”




Guardian

Australia

IPAN in Geelong

Activists from the Independ-
ent and Peaceful Australia
Network (IPAN) in Geelong
Victoria have been holding
speak-outs, rallies and pick-
ets against AUKUS, against
the militarisation of educa-
tion, and against the geno-
cide in Gaza.

The people of Geelong have a
lot of crosses to bear, but having
Richard Marles, deputy Prime
Minister and Minster for Defence
as their local MP is an insult to the
working people of this city. Marles
has become the focus of much of
the protest actions of IPAN. Corio
and Norlane, two of the most dis-
advantaged suburbs in the entire
country, are within his electorate.

The regular protests include
members of the Communist Party
as well as other committed peace
activists. One group of veteran
activists has letterboxed thousands
of homes in Geelong, pointing
out Marles’ complicity in the war
industry, and the drive to war. The
actions will continue, for as long as
Marles and the ALP government
continue selling us out to AUKUS
and the USA’s drive to war. &
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Renters and
Housing Union
art for sale

The good people at RAHU, the Renters and
Housing Union, have a lot of artists and
designers amongst their membership. Since

RAHU has bills to pay, its artist members have

donated posters which can be found at the
rahu.org.au online store. Donors include Sam
Wallman whose ‘Our Members Be Unlimited’
has been reviewed in the Guardian.

The Renters and Housing Union is a union for
people who have to pay rent. It campaigns for
building more public housing, capping rent
increases, rent freezes, greater regulation

of Airbnb and the short-stay industry, and

the abolition of no-grounds evictions.

rahu.arg.8e

AS PUBLIC HOUSING

Charles Darwin University
attacks academic freedom

The National Tertiary Educa-
tion Union (NTEU) has urged
Charles Darwin University’s
(CDU) vice-chancellor, Scott
Bowman to drop his attack on
academic freedom.

Bowman has asked a Senate
inquiry into the controversial pro-
posed development of the Middle
Arm precinct on Darwin harbour
not to publish two submissions
from CDU academics.

The academics were responding
to an official CDU submission sup-
porting the project made without
consulting staff or students.

In a letter published by the
inquiry, Professor Bowman asked
the committee not to publish a
joint submission by two academ-
ics and to redact parts of a second
submission by a professor of
nursing and outgoing chair of the

university’s human research ethics
committee that was “unfairly”
critical of CDU.

NTEU NT Secretary Dr Rajeev
Sharma said the vice-chancellor’s
request was highly concerning.

“Trying to gag academics is
an egregious attack on academic
freedom and free speech and con-
travenes the Values and Enduring
Principles of CDU,” he said.

“Academics have a right to
respond to CDU’s submission which
supported this project despite no
consultation with the university
community.

“Academic freedom is a corner-
stone of all universities. The vice-
chancellor’s request for censorship
should alarm all staff and students.

“Thankfully senators reject-
ed the request, but it raises
serious questions about the

vice-chancellor’s commitment to
a core university value.”

NTEU National President Dr
Alison Barnes said academic free-
dom must be sacrosanct.

“This is yet another example
of unaccountable vice-chancellors
claiming to speak on behalf of staff
and students,” she said.

“Public universities should be
bastions of academic freedom, not
employers that seek to gag staff
from raising legitimate concerns
with projects that directly affect
the communities in which they
live and work.

“Making submissions like this
without consultation is the prod-
uct of a broken governance system
that gives vice-chancellors far too
much power.”

National Tertiary Education Union &
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Hannah Middleton

Global Action on Military Spending has issued a statement
for its days of action from 12 April to 15 May. The state-
ment, “Disarmament now to save people and planet,” says:

Humanity is at a crossroads where political decisions on
defence budgets will determine the trajectory of the multiple cri-
ses in which we are immersed.

Wars and armed conflicts are devastating whole regions of the
world. Global military spending has increased by 19 per cent
between 2013 and 2022 and has risen every year since 2015.
Yet, from Gaza to Ukraine, the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC), Sudan, Myanmar, or Manipur, this has done nothing to
resolve persistent conflicts nor reduce global tensions.

Instead, increased military expenditure and intensifying mili-
tarism have only increased the volatility of global peace and
cooperation.

Rising temperatures are modifying climatic patterns in a
profound and extreme way. Millions of people are already expe-
riencing the disastrous consequences of climate change and
environmental degradation, amplified further by violent conflict.

We must act now. These fluctuating weather and climatic pat-
terns have direct repercussions on whether territories can
remain habitable as well as on the future of decent and sustain-
able living conditions for all.

The world is at a geopolitical crossroads, even as we are mov-
ing away from the post-Cold War period into a new era of
multipolarity yet disturbingly global leaders are increasing their
reliance on militarised solutions. Now, military spending is tout-
ed as a necessity for maintaining all aspects of security.

Meanwhile, a large network of interests and global power has
emerged, led by a very few supranational private actors who
control companies and influence governments in a purely
undemocratic manner.

It is a global power network that includes and connects military
and fossil energy businesses.

A network in which militarisation not only causes the death
of hundreds of thousands, but also becomes instrumentally
responsible for environmental disaster by protecting fossil fuel
interests and predatory actors.

A network that works, directly and indirectly, to prevent meas-
ures that could alleviate both the planetary environmental crisis
and the suffering of millions of people.

A network that does not shy away from reaping profits from
arms sales to genocidal actors, as we see in the military support
given to Israel to continue its relentless attacks on Gaza. We
need to ensure democratic power across the globe.

Military spending not only fuels wars and armed conflicts around
the globe, it also takes away resources that could be devoted to
addressing climate change, investing in global justice (including
the UN Sustainable Development Goals), and promoting peace-
ful conflict transformation and disarmament.

Militaries are among the world’s biggest consumers of fuel,
accounting for 5.5 per cent of global emissions, while the use of
chemicals pollutes the land around military bases, poisoning it
for generations.

The continued use of mines and cluster munitions, as well as
conventional weaponry leaves land uninhabitable for gener-
ations. The opportunity cost of military spending costs us the
Earth.

We are aware that the current challenges facing humanity (wars
and conflicts, climate crisis, social crisis, crisis of democracy,
pandemics, deforestation, loss of biodiversity and many more)
are global and transboundary.

These challenges require a common and coordinated effort that
can only be achieved by building new alliances among a wide
array of actors — from civil society to international institutions,
states, companies, and peoples — to finance and create justice,
peace, and human rights for the planet.

Together, we must push for global common or collective secu-
rity, one based on trust-building, cooperation, and solidarity.
Reducing military expenditure is a necessary first step and the
best opportunity to build peace and create a sustainable world
with dignity for all.

(full statement can be found at demilitarize.org.uk)
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Sudan: One Year in War

A statement from the Sudanese Communist Party

As the war approaches its first
anniversary, it rages on relent-
lessly with no sign of resolu-
tion. Each passing day deepens
the suffering endured by the
Sudanese people. Recent weeks
have seen a marked escalation
in the conflict, characterised
by both sides acquiring more
sophisticated weaponry from
their respective allies.

The Burhan faction has bol-
stered its arsenal with advanced
drones from Iran, along with new
tanks, artillery, and helicopters
supplied by Turkey. Ukrainian spe-
cial forces are actively supporting
the army in its clashes against the
RSF (Rapid Support Forces) and
the Russian Wagner PMC (Private
Military Company).

Meanwhile, the RSF militia
continues to receive substantial
military backing from the United
Arab Emirates via Chad and the
Central African Republic. Its ranks
are swelling with recruits from Mali,
Niger, and factions loyal to General
Hafter in Libya.

This overt foreign military inter-
vention is dangerously escalating
the conflict, transforming it into a
proxy war.

The repercussions of this cata-
strophic war have reached alarming
levels. According to UN agencies,
as of February 2024, between
13,000 to 15,000 Sudanese have
lost their lives (excluding the tens
of thousands brutally murdered in
Al Gezeria province). The number
of wounded since April 2023 has
reached nearly 100,000. The
already fragile healthcare system
has been further debilitated with
over 70 per cent of hospitals and
clinics destroyed. Doctors and
health workers have faced severe
mistreatment, detention, and beat-
ings. Some have been forced to
flee for their lives. It’s essential to
consider the widespread hunger in
the conflict zones; those fortunate
enough to have one meal a day are
considered lucky.

More than 9.5 million people
have been displaced, seeking refuge
either in neighbouring countries or
within Sudan itself.

The Sudanese Red Crescent
Society reported that over 4,000
young females have fallen victim
to violent sex crimes, with over 170
cases of young women being taken
as sex slaves in the capital by the
RSF militia.

The economic impact of violent
robberies, factory destruction, and
property confiscation is estimated
to be nearly US$7 billion.

It is evident that the RSF mili-
tia bears significant responsibility
for a majority of the crimes, par-
ticularly mass murders and sexual
violence. Additionally, the regular
army and militias affiliated with
the Muslim Brotherhood have also
committed their share of atrocities.
These crimes, acknowledged by UN
agencies and human rights organi-
sations, encompass acts classified
as crimes against humanity, war
crimes, and genocide.

Given the circumstances
outlined above, it is challenging
to anticipate a swift ceasefire or
period of calm in the near future.
This is particularly the case as the
international community, includ-
ing the UN, EU, and AU, appears
either hesitant or unable to broker
a truce. It’s important to recall that
both international and regional
forces were initially unprepared
to support the December 2018
Revolution. Instead, they were
pursuing the AU’s Road Map,
which aimed to integrate part of
the Al-Bashir regime and broaden
its social base by incorporating
right-wing political parties into
power-sharing arrangements.
However, the Sudanese masses
surprised everyone and compelled
a change of plans.

Furthermore, as the two war-
ring sides persist in their seemingly
unwinnable conflict, they increas-
ingly rely on foreign recruits. Some
individuals join as mercenaries for
the RSF, while Islamist terrorists
align themselves with the army.

The catastrophic war, even if
touted as a “victory” by either side,
will only exacerbate and intensify
the suffering of our people, ulti-
mately leading the country towards
becoming a failed state. One year
into the conflict, it is evident that
neither side has achieved its stated
objectives. The international and
regional initiatives lack a clear
vision, plan, or structure to attain
a ceasefire and establish lasting
peace.

Previous attempts by inter-
national and regional actors to
mediate and contribute to halt-
ing the civil war, restoring peace,
and reinstating democracy have
yielded meager and short-lived
results. The Sudanese experience

Photo: United Nations, Tim McKulka — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

illustrates this, as seen in the 1965
Round Table Conference organised
under the auspices of the African
Unity Organization (now the AU),
which resulted in a brief cessation
of hostilities, only for a more violent
conflict to erupt in the South of the
country within years. Similarly, the
Comprehensive Peace Agreement
brokered between the Muslim
Brotherhood regime and the SPLM
(Sudan People’s Liberation Move-
ment) in 2005 ultimately led to the
country’s fragmentation.

These failed efforts, along with
similar examples in Africa like
Somalia, underscore the limita-
tions of such initiatives, which typi-
cally achieve no more than fragile
accommodations. They often fail
to address the root causes of the
national crisis, thereby perpetuat-
ing instability and conflict.

The majority of Sudanese
people welcome all efforts to
achieve a ceasefire and provide
humanitarian aid. In this context,
we welcome the convening of the
Donors Conference in Paris. How-
ever, we caution against attempts
to create and impose a politically

non-representative civil body
claiming to represent the Suda-
nese people.

The devastating war has
shifted the balance of power
in the country. Gradually, the
forces of change, including the
SCP (Sudanese Communist
Party), Resistance Committees,
and trade unions, are regroup-
ing and rebuilding. Significant
progress has been made; Emer-
gency Committees have emerged
to alleviate the suffering of the
people amidst war conditions,
and the Doctors’ Union is provid-
ing medical aid whenever possi-
ble. Particularly noteworthy are
the meetings and consultations
between the SCP and Resistance
Committees aimed at agreeing on
a unified program to establish a
broad people’s front based on
grassroots consultations. Similar
efforts are underway between the
Doctors’ Union, journalists, and
lawyers’ organisations to form a
trade union framework. Here, we
appeal for support from British,
European, and international trade
unions. Contacts have been made

with the International Labour
Organization (ILO).

The outbreak of war originated
from the Security Committee coup
aimed at defeating the revolution.
Democratic and patriotic forces,
including the SCP, are actively
engaged in efforts to halt the war
and reinstate the revolution. Their
objectives include bringing an end
to the war as a first step, removing
the military and RSF militia from
politics, and implementing meas-
ures to dissolve the RSF, other
militias, and the Muslim Brother-
hood’s armies. This would establish
a unified, professional national
army under civilian government
supervision. Ensuring account-
ability for war crimes and crimes
against humanity is of paramount
importance.

Achieving these fundamental
demands would pave the way to
restore the revolution’s objectives
and establish a fully civil, demo-
cratic authority.

Fathi Al-Fadl
Central Committee,
Sudanese Communist Party

Albanese and Plibersek need to ‘do their jobs’

as Great Barrier Reef suffers
‘underwater bushfire’

New data shows the Great Barrier
Reef has suffered through its worst-
ever heat stress with more than 8o
per cent of reefs enduring dangerous
levels of heating (more than 4 Degree
Heating Weeks).

Surveys show widespread coral bleach-
ing affecting an area likened in size to the
land burned during the Black Summer fires.
Marine scientists have reported coral bleach-
ing at greater depths of the ocean than pre-
viously recorded, and centuries-old corals
succumbing to the extreme heat.

Reports from the Great Barrier Reef
Marine Park Authority (GBRMPA),
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

Administration (NOAA) in the United States,
and other experts show that:

The Great Barrier Reef as a whole has
been subject to a greater level of heat stress
than during any of the previous six mass
bleaching events.

Almost half (46 per cent) of the individual
reefs that form the Great Barrier Reef experi-
enced record heat stress. (Based on analysis
of data from NOAA Coral Reef Watch.)

More than 60 per cent of individual reefs
across the Great Barrier Reef have shown
“prevalent bleaching”

This is the latest event in a slow-unfold-
ing disaster that is fundamentally altering
the Reef. Repeated mass bleaching events

started occurring in the late 1990s due to
marine heatwaves driven by climate pollu-
tion. Every part of the Great Barrier Reef
has bleached at least once since then, with
some areas bleaching four times with little
recovery time. As a result the Great Barrier
Reef is fading to a shadow of its former glory.

Climate Council CEO Amanda McKen-
zie said: “An underwater black summer is
ravaging the treasured Great Barrier Reef
right now. The survival of the Reef — and
all life that depends on it — hinges on our
willingness to drastically cut climate pollu-
tion in the 2020s, which means scaling up
clean energy as quickly as possible so we can
phase out coal, oil, and gas.

“While the Great Barrier Reef fades before
our eyes, the Australian government contin-
ues to wave through new coal, oil, and gas
projects. Our national environment law is
failing the very things it’s supposed to protect.

“Prime Minister Anthony Albanese and
Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek need
to do their jobs by protecting nature from
climate change. The Australian government
has an opportunity to better protect iconic
natural places like the Great Barrier Reef by
fixing our national environment law.”
Climate Council &
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LPRP and Laos Development

A Carruthers

In 2016, the Laos People’s Revolution-
ary Party formalised Kaysone Phomvi-
hane Thought at their 10th Congress.
Kaysone Phomvihane was Laotian
leader from 1975 till his death in 1992.
It was an extraordinary step that con-
solidated the historical place of LPRP
ideology and set the course for Lao
development this century. Since that
time I've read with great interest two
books on Laos by the Australian anthro-
pologist Holly High, Projectland: Life
in a Lao Socialist Model Village (2021)
and the earlier Fields of Desire: Pov-
erty and Policy in Laos (2014).

Holly High’s approach in these books
is psychoanalytic-ethnographic and thus
personalist — they both concern periods
of time living in and working with Laos
villages — yet High’s observations are
remarkable, and deserve more attention I
think particularly from Western observers
or those in the Western left likely to dismiss
the achievements of Asian socialisms: on
display is the quantitative and qualitative
difference between the governance models
of countries whose path is that of bourgeois
financial capitalism, and nations whose aim
and intention is to achieve and maintain
what Engels called proletarian gewalt,
proletarian power. High’s empirical and
experiential fieldwork ultimately reveals
that Laos, stewarded by the LPRP, remains
on the socialist path.

Yet the path, is long and difficult.
The complexity of ‘chintanakan mai’ or
‘New Thinking’ in Laos since 1986 has
undeniably produced clashing polarities.
Legitimacy from the masses has always
remained crucial to the regime’s survival.
Socialist governance is a complicated craft
and there’s no one correct way to do it.
Lao socialism cannot be said to follow the
same trajectory as Soviet, Vietnamese or
Chinese socialism. For High, the village of
New Kandon could not be described in any
other way than that “a success”; but how?
Not all “poverty reduction projects” have
succeeded. High conducts a close examina-
tion of their failures in Fields of Desire, and
subsequent attempts from the government
to return to redress these failures, often
bureaucratic in nature.

The flipside to this in Projectland is New
Kandon, an exception and thus a model:
“Success and necessity are the two poles
of this book, just as they are the two poles
that I heard in the metalanguage evaluat-

difficulty High faces in writing about this
is an inherent bias in her field. It’s worth
an extended quotation from High here:

A core argument of this book is that
Laos is a socialist country. My position
is that there is such a thing as Lao
socialism, and that it needs to be
understood on its own terms, as it is
actually lived, discussed, and deployed
in that country. In doing so, I am
arguing against two tendencies evident
in English-language writing about Laos:
to hold that either Lao socialism is not
a current issue because Laos is already
post-socialist, or that Lao socialism is
not “real” socialism because it is not
the same as socialism elsewhere. I shall
deal with each of these in turn.

These two threads make a fascinating
dialectic. The importance of Kaysone Phom-
vihane is not far away from all this; gender
inequality, for instance, was a centrepiece
of Kaysone’s cultural transformation drive
from the 1980s, “maintained as a goal” ever
since. Suffering in Kandon continues, but
the reality of such transformation is clear
in women’s work. High notes that readings
of Engels featured in Lao anthropology and
its understanding of the relation of culture,
clan and tribe to the development of Lao
socialism. Much this goes beyond ethnog-
raphy, and we can see High struggling with
the question of projection throughout her
analysis, both her own and the alleged
projection of solidarity and unity upon the
populace. This ends up being the clear criti-
cal argument underpinning Projectland.

Readers will make of it what they will,
but as I read it, a more Marxist argument
here could apply: is it not precisely new
social relations that emerge with this
socialist metalanguage of success, via the
“project” itself, through social and economic
development? In Kaysone’s book Revolu-
tion: Practice and Prospects, he is adamant
that the authority of proletarian governance
is ultimately a lateral/horizontal, not just
vertical, authority. Governance structures
of the new system must become part of the
social structure and the “establishment of
new social relations, the formation of the
new socialist individual on the basis of a
harmonious combination of social obliga-
tions and genuine personal freedom.” High
would claim of course that this has not
found full realisation, but if socialism and
concomitant successes, joys, and victories
are impossible without the LPRP, needless
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role from the perspective of what we know
about proletarian dictatorship.

From national liberation and brutal
imperial wars to socialist construction and
fruits of socialist success — the emergence
of new social relations — it’s simply not pos-
sible for this to emerge without socialism as
a goal set by the LPRP, without its ongoing
stewardship. High can say “Lao socialism
remains a vanguard project. There is no end
in sight envisioned for the leadership of the
LPRP,” but faults the LPRP for its inability
to admit difference. One is left wondering,
by the close of the book, how socialism of
the kind High describes would be possible
without such a vanguard in place. Moreover,
what projection is contained in the phrase
“no end in sight?”

More work needs to be done in the area
of the development of socialist society and
the social relations of Eastern socialism.
We see this in works by Roland Boer on

ing daily dramas in Kandon.” The primary

to say then it is crucial that we recognise its

China, which are commensurate with my
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experience working in China: what people
in the West — commentators, and even
academics — say about socialist life and
lived socialist experience is often wrong,
arrogant, based on hearsay or worse. Strug-
gles are not put adequately in context, the
balance sheet is distorted. The good life
in existing socialist countries binds docu-
ments to experience, theory to practice, and
authority to participation in ways many
in the West have hitherto been unable to
imagine. This goes beyond the academic —
it’s the sphere of international proletarian
solidarity work.

It may come as a surprise, to some,
that countries ruled by communist parties,
with the vital support of the masses, have
(through failures and successes, staying the
path through dark times, and oftentimes
with a dose of quiet humility) been work-
ing precisely to achieve what Marx called
Kommunisten Gesellschaft: a communist
society. @

Capitalism ‘threatens young people’s future’

Speaking at the Communist
Party’s political committee
on 9 April, Georgina Andrews
condemned the silence sur-
rounding the problems of Brit-
ain’s youth.

‘As young people increasingly
fall into poverty, billions of pounds
are spent on war and the prepara-
tions for war,” the Young Com-
munist League general secretary
pointed out.

In particular she highlighted
the impact of inflation-busting rent
rises on young people struggling to
get by on low wages, student loans
or welfare benefits.

‘Around 130,000 apprentices
and workers aged 16-20 are denied
the national living wage of £11.44
($22.16) an hour, missing out by up
to £200 ($387) a week’, Andrews
revealed.

With youth unemployment now
standing at 12 per cent and rents
set to increase on average by 13 per
cent this year, many young people
in the UK have experienced no
recovery since the COVID slump.

“The exploitation of young
workers goes hand in hand with a
housing crisis as rents and mort-
gages are beyond their grasp,”
Andrews pointed out, “while public
money can always be found for big
business and war.”

The YCL leader welcomed
the mass participation of young
people in Britain and around the
world in solidarity action with the
Palestinian people of Gaza and the
West Bank.

“Many of my generation are
angry about the British govern-
ment’s support for Israel’s aggres-
sive war and bloodshed in Gaza,
including the continuing supply of
armaments to Israeli forces guilty
of massacring civilians, health staff,
and aid workers,” she declared.

“The YCL and the Communist
Party must continue to highlight
imperialism’s role in this genocide,
showing how it is related to the
drive for Western domination of
markets, resources, and transport
routes,” Andrews urged.

She also poured scorn on the

failure of the world’s major capital-
ist powers to act decisively against
global warming and climate change.

“Young people around the world
see the growing threat to their
livelihoods as health and social
services deteriorate, populations
are displaced by hunger and war,
and energy and food supplies are
destabilised,” the YCL general sec-
retary argued.

“Capitalism’s aggressive drive
to maximise profit and domination
is at the root of the world’s prob-
lems and it now falls to the younger
generations to ‘make capitalism
history,”” Andrews concluded.

The CP political committee
congratulated Andrews and the
YCL on its ‘Harry Pollitt School”
in Manchester last weekend, when
more than 150 YCL members and
supporters attended the YCL’s
‘Harry Pollitt school,” a series of
talks delivered by leading figures
in the progressive, Communist
and labour movements at home
and abroad.

Solidnet &
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Israel, Palestine, and the worild

The US is putting pressure on
Israel to open up more corridors to
allow aid in. At the same time, US
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin has
rejected accusations that Israel is
perpetrating genocide in Gaza during
a Congressional hearing.

Last year, Germany approved arms
exports to Israel worth 326.5 million euros
(AU$533) million), including military
equipment and war weapons, a 10-fold
increase compared with 2022.

The UK supplies about 15 per cent of
the components used in the F-35s employed
in Israel’s bombardment of Gaza, according
to the NGO Campaign Against Arms Trade.

Canada, which provides Israel with
about $4 billion a year in military aid ini-
tially restricted its weapons shipments to
non-lethal equipment such as radios and
has paused them since January.

Italy exported $2.3 million worth
of arms and munitions to Israel in the
last three months of 2023. In December
alone, it exported arms worth $1.41 mil-
lion, three times more than in the same
month in 2022.

Japan’s Itochu Corporation announced
on 5 February that it would end its partner-
ship with Israeli weapons manufacturer
Elbit Systems by the end of February.

Spain has suspended all arms export
licences to Israel, and has announced it
will recognise Palestine.

The local government of Belgium’s
Walloon region has suspended licences
for the export of munitions, specifically
gunpowder, to Israel following the Inter-
national Court of Justice ruling.

In the Netherlands, a court gave the
government one week to block all exports
of parts for the F-35 fighter jet, which Israel
is using to bomb the Gaza Strip.

Nicaragua has brought Germany
before the ICJ for violating the Genocide
Convention through its continued military
and political support of Israel.

Turkey has placed an export embargo
on Israel.

Another 139 countries already recog-
nise Palestine.

Across the Middle East there is strong
and growing opposition to Israel. Govern-
ments such as those of Saudi Arabia that
were moving closer to Israel have pulled
back. The US is growing increasingly
concerned that Israel, its military arm in
the Middle East, is becoming more and
more isolated.

Millions of people continue to protest
across the globe. In Australia weekly pro-
tests have been maintained for an incred-
ible six months with thousands of people

Hundreds of thousands of people have been
taking part in protests in major centres.
There is also opposition to the genocide
from a minority of Israelis.

Netanyahu, who relies on a coalition
to retain his prime ministership, is also
under pressure from within the govern-
ment. If he loses his job he faces corruption
charges that could see him jailed. One of
the issues causing grief is the exemption of
ultra-orthodox men from military call-up.

Far-right National Security Minister
Itamar Ben-Gvir said that “if Netanyahu
decides to end the war without an expan-
sive assault in Rafah, he won’t have the
mandate to serve as prime minister.”

TENSIONS RISE

The Houthi militia have staged months
of attacks in the Red Sea region in support
of Palestinians.

The attacks have disrupted global ship-
ping, forcing firms to reroute to longer and
more expensive journeys around South
Africa. In response, the US and the UK
have launched strikes on Houthi targets
in Yemen.

On 1 April, Israel carried out an air-
strike on the consular annex of the Iranian
Embassy in Damascus, violating Syria’s
sovereignty and international law protect-
ing diplomatic institutions. Iran’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps said seven of
its members had been killed in the attack,
including two commanders. The Syrian
Health Ministry said the attack had also
killed four Syrians and injured 13 more.

The Iranian Foreign Ministry said it
“reserves the right” to respond to the Israeli
attack and “punish the aggressor.” This it
has since done (see page 11). Iranian Presi-
dent Ebrahim Raisi also vowed that Israel
would pay a “heavy price” for the strike.

Saudi Arabia, Russia, and China have
condemned the attack. China’s foreign
ministry spokesperson Wenbin said, “the
security of diplomatic institutions cannot
be violated, and Syria’s sovereignty, inde-
pendence, and territorial integrity should
be respected.”

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq attacked
the strategic Israeli port city of Eilat using a
drone, reaffirming “its commitment to con-
tinue pounding the enemy’s strongholds.”

Fighting across the border between
Israel and Lebanon continues.

The United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) will consider Palestine’s request
for full membership the transfer of its
application to the UNSC Committee on
the Admission of New Members.

This is not a war against soldiers. It is
a war against women and children to clear

still participating.
WITHIN ISRAEL

Palestinian land for Israel’s occupation. @&

Within Israel pressure is continuing to
mount on Netanyahu to gain the release
of the hostages and for him to step down.

Many of the placards at the London Palestine Solidarity demonstration on 7 April were very
inspirational. ‘Free Palestine’ was drawn by activist and artist Lynda May Ayres, who is also
holding it. Photo: Alisdare Hickson — flickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Marcus Browning

Fascism, accurately called
“the last resort of capitalism
in decline,” is being actively
fostered in various countries
around the world. Even more
countries are putting in place
laws that deny basic democrat-
ic rights while maintaining a
facade of bourgeois democracy.
This is usually done these days
under the cloak of “combating
a terrorist threat.” Nowhere
has resorting to fascism been
more blatant than in Ukraine

The 2014 elections in Ukraine,
which returned the pro-NATO and
pro-EU government installed by
the Maidan coup earlier that year,
were conducted in an atmosphere
of intimidation and terror. Nearly
half the electorate stayed home.

Fascism in Ukraine

To bolster the illusion of inclusive
democracy, half a million expats
in 73 countries were designated as
being eligible to vote. Most didn’t
bother to register.

The poll itself was conducted
in what Ukrainian Communist
leader Peter Simonenko described
as a climate of “total intimidation”
with the right-wing not only exert-
ing a complete monopoly over the
media but also using pro-fascist
gangs to physically prevent the left
from taking part in the campaign.

Ivan Melnikov, deputy leader of
the Communist Party of the Rus-
sian Federation (KPRF) said the
election had merely replaced the
“orange” coalition with a “brown”
one of “Nazi and Russophobic policy
makers.” Russian senator Andrey
Klishas said: “Ukrainians them-
selves cannot fail to notice the mass

violations of human rights during
the latest parliamentary campaign

.. the ban on free speech, attacks
on opposition candidates, mass
violence in the form of so-called
‘popular gatherings,” even lynch
mobs on the side of the pro-fascist
political forces.”

The clique running the show
in Kiev claimed, with no sense of
irony, that the election would “usher
in a new era of democracy.” They
also said the result would mean
a “realistic European future” for
the country, despite the fact that
by severing their economic ties
to Russia they have condemned
Ukraine to a future of austerity
and savage cuts to jobs and social
services, like the ones endured by
other EU junior partners such as
Greece, Spain and Portugal.

Murderous attacks on (and

“disappearances” of) progressives
in the Russian-speaking east of the
country led to the areas now iden-
tified as Novorossiya establishing
their own self-defence militias and
kicking the Kiev regime’s troops
out. Kiev then invaded the self-
proclaimed people’s republics in the
east, killing thousands in aerial and
artillery bombardment of housing in
towns and villages. Once again, the
anti-fascist militia had to defend the
region, and drove Kiev’s army out.

They were helped by the enor-
mous number of defections from
the Ukrainian army (thousands of
deserters sought refuge in Russia).

Ironically, Kiev’s neo-Nazis
celebrated their election victory on
the 7oth anniversary of Ukraine’s
liberation by the Soviet forces from
Hitlerite occupation.

Victor Shapinov, a founder of

the Ukrainian Marxist organisation
Union Borotba (Struggle), com-
mented “the forces awakened by
Maidan are very destructive and
dangerous for all society. We are
face-to-face with the fascism of the
21st century. It is not because they
have portraits of [wartime Ukrainan
Nazi collaborator] Stepan Bandera
or because they say ‘Ukraine iiber
alles’ like clones of Nazi Germany.

“The nature of fascism is that
this is direct state power of big
capital that uses some mass sup-
port from the middle class and
other groups to destroy any political
opposition with violence. This is the

-

essence of fascism.” @&
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Thousands in Chile
walk out on
general strike

Workers in Chile have staged
a general strike to demand
higher wages and improved
working conditions.

Nationwide demonstrations
took place, bringing together at
least 30 trade unions, students,
small businesses, and civil society
groups in support of the strike
called by the Unified Workers
Centre (CUT).

There were huge demonstra-
tions in Santiago, Valparaiso,

Concepcion, Antofagasta, and
Ovalle, while a range of other pro-
test actions took place in Atacama,
Coquimbo, Rancagua, Temuco,
Punta Arenas, Vina del Mar, and
many other towns.

The strikers’ demands included
wage increases, improved hous-
ing, stronger collective bargaining
rights, better pensions, free educa-
tion, and quality healthcare.

They also called for improve-
ments in support for working

families and the approval of a
tax reform to fund greater social
protections.

CUT president David Acuna
said the “demonstrations open
the way to a new political scenario,
from which the social movement is
bursting in to combat the obstruc-
tionism of the business right and to
make the government understand
that it must fulfil its programme.”
Moming Star &
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Boao Forum 2024 - Green
Development, leadership,
and lessons for Australia

Caiden Bartholomew

“Policymakers need to strike a balance among
safeguarding power supply, addressing social
equity, and achieving sustainable transforma-
tion,” writes Li Baodong, Secretary-General of
the Boao Forum for Asia. This quote is from
his introduction to the Forum'’s report titled
“Striding Towards Zero-Carbon Electricity Era
and Bolstering Green Development in Asia,”
released earlier this year.

The report notes the intensifying climate crisis
as necessitating broad action to bring about a “green
industrial revolution.” For Asia, the region with both
the largest greenhouse gas emissions and the highest
investment in green development globally, robust
climate action is both a desperate need and, in some
regions, an emerging reality. Renewable energy, digi-
tisation, and zero-carbon technologies have been cited
as the leading “new productive forces” to drive this
revolution by the report. These words should sound
all too familiar to anyone acquainted with climate
change politics.

What sets the Boao Report apart is action. Specifi-
cally, China has emerged as the leading contributor
to Asia’s green development investment, as well as
renewable energy production. To quote the report:
“China contributes more than 50 per cent of Asia’s
installed power generation capacity and about 770 per
cent of Asia’s green power installed capacity.” China

is also a leader in solar, hydropower, nuclear, and
thermal energy production, as their drive towards
“clean and low-carbon” energy has intensified in
recent years. Vietnam, Japan, and other countries
have also taken steps towards sustainable and zero-
carbon development.

Contrast this to Australia’s current performance in
tackling climate change. Despite our media’s attempts
to portray China and our other Asian neighbours as
careless polluters, these nations have been at the fore-
front of regional and international green development.
Australia meanwhile has destroyed its international
reputation through our appalling record in interna-
tional climate change forums and domestic action.

Crucially, the report brings attention to the obsta-
cles facing green development, including the burden
placed on the Global South for whom the costs of
projects including renewable energy may be high. The
attitude of countries like Australia has long been that
poorer nations must bear the brunt of climate action
to the detriment of their own development. Countries
such as China, however, have demonstrated an alter-
native approach by supporting investment in poorer
countries to better allow them to develop sustainably.

Australia played a founding role in the history of
the Boao Forum through Bob Hawke’s collaboration
with leaders from China, Japan, and our other neigh-
bours. Australia ought to learn from this history of
collaboration and the example of China’s climate action

a

to take on a positive role in our region’s future. &
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The rehabilitation of the Suzhou Creek has improved the environment of large areas of Shanghai by improving
sanitation services and also by providing greater access to parks and green spaces along the riverbanks.
Photo: Asian Development Bank — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

@ Global Briefs

PERSIAN GULF: Countries in the Persian Gulf includ-
ing Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Oman,
and Kuwait have reportedly told the United States not
to launch any attacks against Iran from their territory or
airspace. According to Sputnik, the leadership of those
countries have been “raising questions” on the details
of US basing agreements, and taking steps to prevent
the use of their Iran-adjacent bases against the Islamic
Republic.

CHINA: China announced sanctions against two US
companies over their support for arms sales to Taiwan.
The assets of General Atomics Aeronautical Systems
and General Dynamics Land Systems held within
China are frozen. The measure also bans the compa-
nies’ management from entering China.

POLAND: Poland’s Catholic Church called for last
Sunday to be a day for prayer “in defence of conceived
life” and supported the march organised by the anti-
abortion movement. The protest was aimed against
the steps by the new government to liberalise the exist-
ing strict laws and allow termination of pregnancy until
the 12th week. Poland’s government voted to support
further detailed work on four proposals to lift the near-
ban on abortion.

BRITAIN: Scottish first Minister Humza Yousaf
has used his address to the Scottish Trades Union
Congress to challenge the next Labour govern-
ment to ditch Tory austerity. Speaking in his home
town of Dundee, the SNP leader and Glasgow Pollok
MSP reiterated his consistent calls for an immediate
ceasefire in Gaza and took the opportunity to thank
congress for the “support and kindness” offered to him
and his partner while members of her family continue
to be trapped in the warzone. Defining his values, the
former trade union member repeated his calls for an
immediate halt to all arms sales to Israel, and called
on Labour leader Sir Keir Starmer to reverse the dam-
age of 14 years of Conservative austerity.

CUBA: Air China will start direct Beijing-Havana
flights on 17 May 2024, with a stopover in Madrid.
COVID-19 travel restrictions dealt a heavy blow to the
tourist industry everywhere in the world. Cuba was
no exception, and the loss of tourists, combined with
the continuing US sanctions resulted in difficult eco-
nomic conditions. Direct flights from China will enable
the two countries to further develop their cooperation
and increase the number of Chinese tourists coming
to Cuba to enjoy its unique nature and culture. 50,000
Chinese tourists visited Cuba in 2018, and both coun-
tries are confident that this figure could be exceeded
with the new and comfortable travel.

SCOTLAND: Delegates at the Scottish Trades Union
Congress have voted to campaign for “a wholly inte-
grated railway in public ownership” and better-staffed
stations and trains.

In support of a motion from the Rail, Maritine and
Transport (RMT) union, delegates have backed an
end to driver-only operation of trains, and an expan-
sion of staff on stations and trains to improve safety
and reliability.
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US / Australian hypocrisy
off the scale

Dear Comrade Editor,
We are often told that a reason for
Australia’s subservience to the USA is
that the relationship will help protect
a “rules-based order”, but both the US
and Australia are very selective when it
comes to which rules matter to them.
If China asserts itself, the rules are trum-
peted. If Israel ignores UN resolutions, both

Australia and their ally/master look the other
way or, if they absolutely have to, express
concern while still providing money and
weapons. The latest version of this is that
Australia has appointed a special advisor
to look at Israel’s investigation into the air
strike that killed seven aid workers.

This is piling procrastination on top of
delaying tactics. The Israeli army’s spokes-
man has justified the attack and then said
in the next breath that “due process” has to
be followed.

Guardian

When our politicians go on about this
so-called ‘order,” we just have to look at the
news to see whose rules they care about and
in what order.

Best wishes,

P Fermwar
Melbourne

Marcus Browning

Ninety-five years ago, the African-
American poet Langston Hughes wrote,
“Lenin walks around the world, Fron-
tiers cannot bar him ... Lenin walks
around the world, Black, brown and
white receive him.”

Hughes was writing about Vladimir Lenin,
a leader of the Russian Revolution — the
world’s first socialist revolution. 22 April is
the 174th anniversary of Lenin’s birth.

Happy Birthday, Lenin

Lenin took up scientific socialism where
its founders, Karl Marx and Frederick Engels,
left off. He analysed imperialism, a phase of
capitalism he said was characterised by huge
monopolies, the dominance of big banks and
the carving up of the world among the great
capitalist powers.

The growth of the transnational corpora-
tions and the ruthlessness of many imperialist
governments, with the US at the fore, show
that Lenin’s analysis was right.

Lenin didn’t stop there. He underlined the

need of workers in the imperialist countries
to further their own class interests in ally-
ing with the peoples of oppressed nations.

He noted that the exploiters of those
countries were the same exploiters of workers
in the oppressor nations. Seeing the need to
end that shared exploitation, he called for
changing the slogan “Workers of the world
unite” to “Workers and oppressed peoples
of the world unite.”

That slogan still rings true today.

The contribution that Lenin made to the

theory of imperialism was immense, as were
his other contributions, like the need for a
political party that represents the interests
of the working class and its allies, the Com-
munist Party.

Lenin still walks around the world — in the
struggles for workers and oppressed people
to be free from poverty, exploitation, war
and racism — and to join together to build
a better world. &

Book Review:

David Matters

The Creation of Value by Living Labour Vols 1 and 2
Must-read literature

In 2019 this original work by
Professors Cheng Enfu ,Wang
Guijin and Zui Kui was printed
by Canut publishing. The work
appears in two volumes and
is a study of ‘the Creation of
Value by Living Labour’.

The work was originally pub-
lished in 2005 in Chinese. The
2019 edition is ably translated by
Alan Freedman.

This is a seminal work in that it
takes on the role of defeating Marx’s
detractors, in particular the fake
supporters of Marx, the so-called
schools of western Marxism. This
work demolishes these fakes and
their capitalist supporters system-
atically in a style worthy of Marx
himself.

As with every restoration of
Marx, Creation of Value by Living

Labour defends and extends his
work. It restores Marx and the
political economy of Marxism to its
rightful place as the leading social
theory of Labour and development.

The professors add new insights
based on their Marxist methods of
analysis and real understanding of
social development.

The insightful views expressed
on the process of complex Labour
and its relation to the value-adding
process is extended in its examina-
tion of the contributions of science
and technology. The restoration of
Marx and the renewal and advance
of this comprehensive examination
of the application of Marx’s theories
to the developments in China add
real value to this work.

The writers are not only
academics but also insightful

participants in the struggle for
human liberation. The theories are
not abstract economics confined to
the cloisters of a university. Unlike
some western academics whose
job it is to obscure and enable the
exploitation of workers, these writ-
ers are contributing to the develop-
ment of China.

The chapters dealing with Cul-
tural Labour as a creator of value
provide a deeper understanding of
the generation of material and cul-
tural values in human civilisation.

In the former Soviet Union, a
series of debates occurred over the
role of different departments of the
Soviet system in the production
process and the distribution and
creation of surplus value in these
processes

With modest presentations the

three authors provide a theoreti-
cal and practical answer to these
debates. The march of history has
proved that Cheng, Wange and Chui
have solved some of the problems
that divided Soviet society and
led to an undervaluing of cultural
output and what were considered
luxuries in the Soviet economy.
In the contest of ideas, the
powerful weight of the application
of Marx’s theories is proved again.
Another advantage of this work
is its contribution to the under-
standing of the role of National
production conditions. The answer
to the question posed by Stalin in
his Economic Problems of Social-
ism of the modification of the Law
of Value under socialism is given.
The Soviet economists started from
the false premise that socialism

had abolished the law of Value.
this assertion led to a weakening
of Marxism in the Soviet econom-
ics. The continued existence of the
regulation of labour under Social-
ism and the measures used to
ensure continued creativity while
wresting more and more control
over the material conditions of our
labour are explained and accounted
for here.

Those who wish to study Capital
and Marxism would benefit from
a study of this historically impor-
tant work
The Creation of Value by Living
Labour Vols 1 and 2
Canut International Publishers
2019 @
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The stakes in the bitter class war that is taking shape are immense and arise from
the nature of capitalism. Capitalism is an unsustainable system.

The pamphlet insists that we must confront the reality that what we do now will
forever alter the course of humanity and all life on Earth. Now more than ever we
must fight for a better system. Our lives are more important than their profits.
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Fight for the Future

This attractive new booklet is a call to action
to save our planet and humanity.

It argues that humanity is at a crossroads. The insatiable drive for profits by
capitalism is leading to irreversible and catastrophic dimate change. Capitalist
governments — and the giant corporations they work for — are refusing fo act on
the warnings of the great majority of the world's leading scientists.
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moment of human history, and to move toward a world system that gives

priority to human rights and needs.
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Iran, Israel, and
the threat of war

William Briggs

Iran’s drone and missile attack
against Israel on 14 April was
immediately condemned by
the USA and its allies. Israel
has vowed to “retaliate.” There
is a sense that the conflict will
escalate. The world has seen
what happened. We have been
encouraged to denounce the
‘unprecedented’ attack against
Israel.

On 1 April 2024 Israel bombed
the Iranian embassy in Syria kill-
ing sixteen people. By attacking an
embassy, which has extraterritorial
jurisdiction, Israel broke all inter-
national conventions. By definition
it attacked the sovereign territory
of Iran. The Iranian government
promised to retaliate, citing Article
51 of the United Nations Charter
which recognises the ‘right of indi-
vidual or collective self-defence if
an armed attack occurs’ against
any UN member state. One can but
imagine what would be America’s
response to a similar attack against
its sovereign territory.

The Iranian attack hit an Israeli
military air-base. Significantly, this
air-base is used by Israel to launch
its F-35 fighter-bombers in their
war against civilian targets in Gaza.

The President of Israel, Isaac
Herzog described Iran’s action
as ‘a declaration of war.” He then
made the astonishing claim that
Israel is “seeking always peace.”
It is difficult to comprehend such
language. Logic is turned on its head
when Israel describes its actions,
as “defensive.”

Iran, in a measured statement,
declared that their response marked
an end to the operation. Israel is
hoping this will not be the case.
They deliberately provoked the
Iranian response. It was their act
of war that forced the issue. The
Western world remained mute after
the embassy bombing. There is no

such reluctance to denounce what
Iran has correctly described as an
act of defence.

Herzog described Iran as an
“empire of evil which wants to
eradicate all values of the free
world.” He issued an appeal for the
world to unite against Iran.

This was specifically aimed at
Israel’s greatest ally, the USA. Presi-
dent Biden, in a clumsy attempt at
deception, has done two things.
On the one hand US ships and
planes along with 40,000-strong
American naval and military forces
have been sent to the region. The
USA has given Israel a ‘cast-iron’
guarantee that its security will be
protected. It took part in destroy-
ing many of the Iranian drones
and missiles. On the other hand,
the American president made the
statement that his country would
not engage militarily with Iran,
for fear of escalating the situation.

White House spokesperson for
National Security, John Kirby has
reaffirmed that “we stand with you
[Israel] in your self-defence.” On
Biden’s behalf, Kirby congratulated
the IDF for the “ extraordinary
job they did knocking things out
of the sky.”

America’s reticence about com-
mitting troops to fight against Iran
is understandable. Any ‘victory’
would come at a great cost. The USA
is happy to pay a price in dollars,
as evidenced by its sponsorship
of NATO’s war against Russia in
Ukraine, but it is hardly a cynical
claim that Biden would be wary
about too many casualties in the
lead-up to his November election.

Another factor that acts as a
break on any reckless commitment
of troops and materiel, is that US
imperialism sees a bigger fight
looming against both China and
Russia. At the height of its “war on
terror” the USA had nearly a quar-
ter of a million troops stationed in
the Middle East. A shift in focus,

towards ‘Great Power’ rivalry saw
a major withdrawal of American
power in order to prepare for US
aggression elsewhere.

Israel is seen as a loyal bas-
tion for imperialism in the region.
To this end, the USA has poured
hundred of billions of dollars into
the Israeli military over the past
decades. It has pledged $4 billion
a year for the next 5 years alone. US
boots on the ground are deemed to
be unnecessary. What might tran-
spire, if push does come to shove, is
quite another matter. The ‘iron-clad’
support for Israel might well mean
direct air strikes, in similar fashion
to the strikes against Iranian bases
in Syria that were launched by the
USA earlier this year.

Israel wants a war, and wants
it on all fronts. Netanyahu and his
core supporters inside the regime
can only maintain power if war
and false threat perceptions can
be maintained. A regime such as
Netanyahu presides over is also
in the United States’ interests in
geostrategic terms. An independ-
ent Middle East, a free Palestine, an
economically strengthened region
out of America’s orbit does not suit
the interests of imperialism.

While the economy of Israel has
remained relatively strong, 2023
painted quite a different picture.
GDP dropped significantly, invest-
ment crashed, consumption rates
fell. The “war” (as the genocidal
attack on Palestinians is known)
accounts for much of this, but it
is the war and the government’s
capacity to manipulate public sen-
timent that is keeping Netanyahu
in power. Once the war is over,
the Israeli people will awake to
economic austerity and a corrupt
government. Perpetual war, funded
by US dollars seems the way out for
Netanyahu. The broader picture is
fear, insecurity, death, and destruc-
tion on an increasing scale. @&
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@ Half the Sky

Climate Justice Triumph: Swiss
Women'’s historic victory

In a landmark victory for the working class, a
group of Swiss women, united under the banner of
KlimaSeniorinnen Schweiz (Senior Women for Climate
Protection) have triumphed over the capitalist struc-
tures that have long prioritised profit over the planet. The
European Court of Human Rights in Strasbourg, France,
has delivered a ruling that resonates with the struggles
of the common people, declaring that the Swiss govern-
ment’s inadequate action on climate change constitutes
a violation of human rights.

This historic decision, favouring over 2000 Swiss
women, many of whom are over the age of 64, sets a
powerful precedent for future climate litigation. It is a
testament to the resilience and determination of older
generations fighting not just for their own well-being, but
for the future of all workers who will have to continue to
struggle against the State for climate justice.

The court’s ruling acknowledges the disproportionate
impact of climate change on older women, who face
heightened risks during heatwaves. It is a clear indict-
ment of the Swiss government’s failure to meet its own
greenhouse gas emission targets and establish a nation-
al carbon budget. Court President Siofra O’Leary’s
words underscore the urgency of the matter, as she
highlights the severe burden that future generations will
bear due to current failures to address climate change.

Rosmarie Wydler-Walti, a leader of KlimaSeniorinnen,
expressed her astonishment at the magnitude of their
victory, which her lawyers affirmed as the most signifi-
cant achievement possible. This ruling is not just a win
for the plaintiffs, but a beacon of hope for working class
communities across Europe and beyond, who may now
feel emboldened to hold their governments accountable
for climate inaction.

The Swiss Federal Office of Justice, representing the
government, has acknowledged the judgement and is
set to review future measures in response to the court’s
findings. The verdict, unappealable, carries internation-
al weight, establishing a binding legal precedent for all
countries under the European Convention on Human
Rights.

Switzerland now faces a legal obligation to intensify
its efforts to reduce emissions. Should it fail to update
its policies, it risks further litigation and potential finan-
cial penalties. This ruling could also influence future
decisions at the Strasbourg court, which has six oth-
er climate cases on hold, including one against the
Norwegian government for extending oil and gas explo-
ration licences.

The KlimaSeniorinnen’s victory is a rallying cry for
the working class, signalling that the tides are turning
against the capitalist forces that have long ignored the
environmental plight of the masses. It is a clear call for
governments to prioritise the health of the planet and its
inhabitants over the interests of the few. This decision
not only vindicates the struggles of the Swiss women but
also paves the way for a more equitable and sustainable
future for all.
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William Briggs

The United Nations is set to
vote to potentially recognise
a Palestinian state. There is
only one obstacle to achiev-
ing this. That obstacle is the
United States and its all but
inevitable use of its veto power
in the Security Council (SC).

The UN charter first requires
SC approval, and then a two-third
majority of the 190 members of
the UN General Assembly. The
last time such a vote was taken,
139 countries supported Palestine
having observer status. An Austral-
ian Labor government was among a
handful of countries voting against.
The USA has already signalled
that it will not accept a UN vote
to recognise Palestine. This will
condemn the Palestinian people
to occupation and servitude. It will
guarantee ongoing struggle, death
and misery.

Foreign Minister Penny Wong,
in a speech to the Australian
National University Security Col-
lege, spoke of pushing for a “path-
way” to Palestinian statehood. She
suggested that Australia would
support the recognition of the new
state. There was, the next day, an
important shift when in a radio
interview she was asked whether
Australia was ready for such a
move. “No such decision” has been
reached was her response. Her
speech and her subsequent inter-
view were full of broad ‘mother-
hood’ statements, but that jarring
little disclaimer remains.

The Australian Palestine Advo-
cacy Network (APAN) responded.
While it supported the small step
taken, it also stated that it is “high
time that Australia joined the other
139 like-minded countries around
the world in recognising Pales-
tine ... Recognition is a first step
towards upholding the full rights
of Palestinians, including the right
to self-determination, dignity and
equality in their homeland, but it’s
only the beginning of the work that
Australia needs to do to contribute
to the breaking of this 76-year his-
tory of Israeli violence against, and
oppression of, Palestinians.”

Even as Wong’s speech was
being made and while the APAN
press release was being formulated,

Recognise Palestine!

the attacks against Palestinians
went on. Netanyahu has said that
a date has been set for the full-scale
invasion of Rafah. Gazans have
returned to the rubble that was once
Khan Younis. The world has seen
the images of the destruction of Al
Shifa hospital, and seen armoured
vehicles roll over makeshift graves
in the hospital courtyard. Australia,
like so many other Western gov-
ernments managed to ignore that
which cannot be ignored.

WEAPONS

The US and UK, like Australia,
have indicated that they have no
intention of halting weapons deliv-
eries to Israel. Calls for ceasefires,
UN resolutions for ceasefires, all
become meaningless. The hypoc-
risy of states calling Israel’s actions
‘unacceptable’ while providing the
weapons to continue the genocide
is there for all to see. Australia is
just as culpable, just as complicit
in the genocide. It is as much a
hypocrite regime as its US master,
and like the US has elevated lying
to a sinister art form.

Defence Industry Minister, Pat
Conroy, in a recent interview stated
that “we are not exporting military
equipment to Israel ... we are not
exporting military weapons, things
like bombs ... to Israel.”

Conroy is treating us as fools.
F-35 Joint Strike fighter planes
have been used to devastating
effect by Israel in their levelling of
Gaza. The manufacturer, Lockheed,
proudly advertise their product as
being the ‘most lethal, survivable
and connected fighter aircraft in
the world.’ Israel has 50 of these
aircraft with another 25 on the way,
at a cost of $3 billion, courtesy of
American largesse.

These planes have been drop-
ping 9ookg bombs on the heavily
populated Gaza Strip. Not one of
these bombs could be dropped
without parts manufactured in
Australia. Rosebank Engineering,
for instance, supplies among a
range of parts, an ‘uplock actuator’
that opens and closes the bay doors
from which those same bombs are
dropped.

Conroy also failed to mention
the lucrative work of Brisbane
company, Ferra Engineering. It
produces ‘weapons adaptors’ that
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hold and release the bombs that kill
civilians. Ferra’s website proudly
states that they are ‘the sole source
supplier’ for the F-35s. Lockheed
has awarded contracts worth more
than $4 billion to 70 Australian
companies in order to keep the
production lines for these killing
machines humming.

HYPOCRISY

Meanwhile the Prime Min-
ister makes speeches about how
Israel must act responsibly, show
restraint, avoid killing civilians and
not to target aid workers. It has a
ghastly hollow ring to it.

Political opportunism is added
to lies and hypocrisy. Six months
after the assault on Gaza, the Aus-
tralian government sprang into
action. The Kkilling of Australian
aid worker Zomi Frankcom saw
the Australian Prime Minister,
Foreign Minister, the rest of Cabi-
net and the media, release a flurry
of statements. Albanese described
Israel’s initial explanation for the
deaths as “inadequate.”

In an interview the PM declared
that, “we don’t find the explanations

not one bomb could be
dropped without
paris manufactured
in Australia

satisfactory to this point ... We need
proper accountability, full transpar-
ency about the circumstances and
I think that is what the Australian
public would expect.” His confected
outrage did not go so far as to say
what would be ‘adequate.” He did
not hint at any sanctions against
Israel, either diplomatic or in rela-
tion to trade between the countries.
He was silent about the delivery of
parts for F-35s that keep the killing
machine operating.

There is both group-speak and
group-think among world leaders at
moments like this. The script is well
rehearsed. UK Prime Minister Rishi
Sunak and Foreign Secretary David
Cameron, were officially appalled
by the “completely unacceptable
killing of aid workers.” The British
demanded “thorough and transpar-
ent independent investigation into
what happened.”

Britain, however, has promised
to keep providing weapons. So too
will the USA. Australian companies
will continue turning a profit. This
is politics at its most transparent.
(see page 8, 'lsrael, Palestine, and
the world” for a run down of reactions
from other countries)

BACKLASH

The Penny Wong speech came
as the Muslim festival of Eid,
marking the end of Ramadan
was being celebrated. Signifi-
cantly, Australian political leaders
were not invited to the Lakemba
Mosque to take part. The message
was clear. Is it cynical to suggest
that the ALP is seeking to save
a seat or two from a very well-
deserved voter backlash against
its complicity in genocide?

Nasser Mashni, of APAN is
right to welcome the statement
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that the Australian government
might, finally be about to take the
step of accepting Palestine’s right
to statehood. He is also right to
sound a note of caution. That nag-
ging little escape clause of Wong’s,
that “no decision” has been made,
is a reminder that the ALP will ulti-
mately do what it deems best for
the ALP, and that the Australian
government will do nothing that
might alienate the USA.

Statements calling for ‘path-
ways’ and the like, are not com-
mitments. If, as is predicted, the
USA vetoes the UN resolution,
then the Australian government
will happily slip back into a status
quo that maintains a complic-
ity with actions of the regime
in Israel.

THE KILLING
CONTINUES

The Australian government,
like those of its close allies in the
Western world, continue to down-
play the fact that since 7 October
there have been more than 33,000
deaths, including 12,000 children
and 76,000 wounded in Gaza. It
largely ignores the fact that more
than 500 Palestinians, including
100 children have been killed and
more than 8,000 arrested in the
West Bank. It will ignore the fact
that Israeli missile and air strikes
in Lebanon have displaced 90,000
civilians, that a medical centre in
Lebanon has been destroyed, that
hundreds of Lebanese have been
killed, that the Iranian embassy
in Syria has been bombed and
that more than 40 airstrikes have
targeted Syria.

Talk of ‘pathways’ is fine but
action is required. &
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