CHANGE

Congratulations to all workers taking
action this May Day, the international day
of working class struggle and solidarity.
Actions of workers on the streets, taking
industrial action, organising on the job
and fighting in our communities is what
makes change in society. All our actions
are important. It is people, united in strug-
gle that make change, and May Day is an
important part of that struggle. Working
class struggle does not stop at a single day
of action; it must become a consistent push
by the working class for justice and change,
away from the brutal capitalist system. It
is a struggle for the rights of all people to
eradicate exploitation and profit as the basis
of the way our society works.

WORKING CLASS
STRUGGLE

The cost of living is out of control. Work-
ers are getting robbed through the exploita-
tion of our labour and persistent attacks by
employers on workers’ wages, rights, and
conditions. We're robbed at home with mas-
sive price gouging and profiteering. Small
businesses and farmers are being exploited.

All these issues are matters for working
class struggle, for union struggle and com-
munity actions. At the heart of all these issues
is private ownership. If we develop public
enterprises, public housing, and publicly
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owned and controlled supermarkets, many
of these problems could be resolved. It is
the pursuit of profits that is causing work-
ing class pain. Bosses, banks, landlords and
supermarkets are all out for their own gain
and do not have the interests of the people
in mind.

SOLIDARITY

It needs working class struggle with soli-
darity across the union movement and the
broader working class to address the cost of
living crisis. Fighting capitalist social forces
and governments is incredibly important if
we want to make change. So is building the
largest mass organisations of the working
class, our trade unions. Class struggle and
organising is the way forward!

« Join your Union and organise for
immediate cost of living claims

« Join the CPA to extend that view to
changing the whole system and for the
building of socialism.

The Communist Party of Australia
demands the right to strike. The right to
strike is a critical reform. The CPA supports
ongoing campaigning to make this demand
a reality. The Party supports workers when-
ever they take action, but the complex web
of anti-union laws put in place by Labor
and Liberal governments is a huge barrier
to union struggle and the fight for working
class rights, wages, and conditions, let alone
political demands. Striking is a particularly
effective form of class struggle, and workers
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should not have unfair obstacles put in their
way when pushing back against the rampant
exploitation of the employing class. Strikes
can help us win!

PEACE, NOT GENOCIDE

Peace is a working class issue, so it’s
union business. Whenever there is a war any-
where, it is the working people who bear the
brunt of costs and casualties. The Albanese
government’s support for the genocide and
the atrocities Israel is committing against
the people of Palestine is unspeakable and
must be condemned.

In the maelstrom of news surrounding
the Palestinian genocide, it’s easy to forget
fundamentals such as Western complic-
ity. The US government, has been funding
Israel’s military. Israel would not be able
to commit genocide without help from the
United States and its Western allies. Aus-
tralia must be independent and not fall in
line with US pressure. For 75 years Palestine
has been unjustly occupied by the terrorist
settler state of Israel. The CPA stands with the
Palestinian people and calls for a permanent
ceasefire and the immediate creation of an
independent Palestinian state.

AUKUS =
WAR AND POVERTY

While workers struggle with cost of living
and our housing, health, education and social
services are in crisis; spending $380 billion
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on war is unbelievably unprincipled. The
CPA opposes AUKUS and calls for a reduc-
tion in military spending and the diversion
of those funds into socially useful purposes
including health, education, social services,
renewable energy and other measures to
tackle the climate crisis which is a priority
for the future of humanity.

JOIN THE PARTY

The Communist Party of Australia
believes there is a way to overcome Australia’s
economic and social problems. To do this, it
is necessary to change the direction of poli-
tics in Australia and, eventually, to replace
the capitalist system with a socialist one.
The Communist Party is a party of activists
who work in trade unions, peace and envi-
ronmental groups, solidarity organisations
and a variety of other community movements
as well as running campaigns in the name of
the Communist Party. Members of the CPA
work to eliminate unemployment, poverty,
injustice, homelessness, racism and war.
These problems arise from the domination
of our society by huge profit-hungry private
corporations. It does not have to be this
way. We are working for an independent,
prosperous, and safe Australia.

Joinus. @

has a podcast

Search for “Communist Guardian Podcast” or use the QR code
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International Day
of Mourning

On 28th April unions and families around the
world commemorate workers who never came home
from a day at work. Workers’ Memorial Day pays
tribute to those killed due to workplace accidents, or
from work related illnesses. It’s a day of reflection
and remembrance.

Too many workers die in Australia every week.
Attacks on trade unions and deregulation saw a
spike in workplace accidents in some of the more
dangerous industries in the country. A 2023
Safework Australia report stated that “A stagger-
ing 1,850 traumatic injury fatalities and 1,140,000
serious workers’ compensation claims indicate
a profound impact on the nation’s workforce.”
Approximately one in every 12 workers experienc-
ing significant work-related injuries or illnesses
over a ten-year period.

Unfortunately, changes in our industrial relations
system since the Howard years have impacted badly
on workers’ safety on the job. Taking construction
as an example, the draconian legislation put in place
against construction workers and their union sig-
nificantly diminished rights at work with increased
fines and the threat of jail sentences against workers
and their unions.

CFMEU members and officials faced huge fines
for exercising the right to do their job which includes
ensuring that safe work standards are observed so
that workers go home at the end of each shift.

Safety reps and union delegates were victimised if
they raised safety concerns, or fined if they stopped
the job to protect workers. It is a fact that workers
and their unions taking action means safe work-
places. To prevent serious accidents and deaths in
the workplace, workers must vote with their feet
and stop the jobs.

Despite some changes, workers’ safety is still not
the centre of the law, which prioritises profit. The
Australian Building and Construction Commission
(ABCC) is gone, but the laws still exist, and there
must be a complete overhaul which prioritises
workers.

In April we sadly lost a number of workers in the
workplace. Some of the workers who didn’t return
home were employed in precarious employment,
working as contractors, ‘sole traders’ and other
forms of sham contracting. Unfortunately, the
families of those workers were left with pain and
bills to pay, as in many cases there is little to no
compensation.

We must demand that workers have the right
to come home after each shift. Employers whose
unsafe work practices kill workers should go to jail
or face heavy fines if found guilty of negligence. In
some states legislation exists but remains untested.
Federal laws will apply to public sector workers only,
from July. The legislation and its vigorous appli-
cation and adherence must protect all workers in
Australia wherever they are. Workplace safety must
be seen as a right.

It is essential that unions have unrestricted
access to workplaces during working hours to
guarantee safety.

The Communist Party of Australia demands
safety on the job and encourages all workers to join
their respective unions. Workers have the right to
collectively look after each other and have a say.

The CPA pays respect to those fallen on the job
and stands with their families on this day of remem-
brance. No more deaths in the workplace! Every
worker deserves a safe work environment.
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May Day Roundup

Nipaluna (Hobart)

Saturday 11 May, May Day
Parade, CPSU office in Victoria
St, Hobart. 11.30am for 12noon
kickoff, march followed by free bbq
and family activities

Tardanya (Adelaide)

1 May 6.30 pm, Dinner, Cypriot
Club, Hindmarsh

4 May March, 11am, march and
family fun day, Elder Park to
Tarntanyangge (Victoria Square)
May 5 Workers Memorial Port
Adelaide, 11 am, lighthouse

Borloo (Perth)

Unionists for Palestine and Friends
of Palestine WA are hosting a
march and rally 11:30am, to march
at 12:00, Fremantle Esplanade

Gulumoerrgin (Darwin)
May Day is a public holiday in
the NT. There will be a May Day
march/picnic/concert on ‘The
Esplanade’ at Bicentennial Ark on
1 May.

Queensland

(Labour Day is celebrated on 6
May in Queensland. There will

be evens at: Meanijin (Brisbane),
Toowoomba, Bundaberg, Ipswich,
Rockhampton, Gold Coast,
Sunshine Coast, Maryborough,
Cairns, Gladstone, Mackay,
Thursday Island, and Wiepa.
Check labourday.org.au for details)

Ngambri (Canberra)

May Day Rally: 6 pm ‘The Tradies’
in Dickson ACT

Warrane (Sydney)

1 May, meet at 10:30am in
Belmore Park, marching to Hyde
Park

Naarm (Melbourne)

Sunday 5 May, Rally starts 12
noon at Trades Hall

Labour Day Dinner Dance Friday
3 May, Trades Hall

May Day International Solidarity
Rally 4 May, combined with Free
Palestine rally. Start at Trades Hall
at 11.00am

(Communist Party of Australia

office, Trades Hall, will be open all
day 1 May)

The climate wreckers

Anna Pha

“Australia’s treachery is once
again laid bare for all to see.
This report cuts through the
supposed change in rhetoric
on climate by the Albanese
government and exposes Aus-
tralia for what it truly is: a
captive of the fossil fuel indus-
try shackled to its insidious
agenda,” said Lavetanalagi
Seru, Regional Coordinator
for Pacific Islands Climate
Action Network, referring to
a report by Oil Change Inter-
national (OCI).

The report, New Research
Exposes 5 Global North Countries
Responsible for 51% of Planned
Oil and Gas Expansion Through
2050, identifies Australia as one of
the top 5 climate wreckers.

“It’s unfathomable that the
Australian government continues
to stoke the flames of the climate
crisis, despite the brutal scars of
unprecedented bushfires and floods
etched into its landscape, and with
full knowledge of the profound
impacts that the fossil fuel industry
inflicts upon First Nations com-
munities and the Pacific.

“With the window of oppor-
tunity to limit global warming
to 1.5°C rapidly closing, a global
fossil fuel phase out that is fast,
fair and funded must be our para-
mount priority. Pacific Leaders
must strongly insist on Australia
to correct course before lending its
support to the COP31 bid.” (Aus-
tralia’s bid to co-host the climate
suminit in 2026.)

The other top five climate
wreckers are the US, Canada,
Norway, and the UK. These coun-
tries are responsible for 51 per cent
of planned oil and gas expansion
through to 2050. They have no
intention of bearing historical
responsibility for their climate

crimes, or honouring their Paris
commitments.

The largest culprit is the US.
It is the largest historical emitter
of CO2 and the largest oil and gas
producer in the world, responsible
for one in every five barrels of oil
and gas globally in 2022. In March
2023, the US government approved
the largest single oil project, the
ConocoPhillips Willow project in
Alaska. Production is forecast to
reach up to 180,000 barrels of
oil a day.

That the wealthiest countries
carry an “outsized historical respon-
sibility for causing the climate crisis,
while claiming to be climate leaders,
is inexcusable.” These countries
continue to expand their fossil
fuel projects as they hypocritically
make commitments to phase out
production.

Oil production will reach and
remain at record levels from 2024
to 2050. This makes it the height of
hypocrisy when the top 20 coun-
tries claim to be pursuing net zero
emissions. Their greenwashing is
based on unproven technologies,
unlikely to be up and running in
time, if ever.

In another report titled Planet
Wreckers: How Countries’ Oil and
Gas Extraction Plans Risk Locking
in Climate Chaos, OCI points out
that “Only 20 countries could
be responsible for nearly 9o
percent of the carbon-dioxide
(CO2) pollution from new oil
and gas fields and fracking wells
planned between 2023 and 2050.”
That would lock in climate chaos
and an unliveable future.

“Among these 20 countries,
five global north governments
stand out as the biggest climate
hypocrites and most egregious
Planet Wreckers: the United States,
Canada, Australia, Norway, and the
United Kingdom. Despite having
the greatest economic means to

rapidly phase out production, they
are responsible for a majority (51
per cent) of planned expansion
from new oil and gas fields through
2050.”

“The scale of oil and gas
expansion planned in these
20 countries would make it
impossible to hold tempera-
ture rise to 1.5°C. Even extracting
just the fossil fuels from existing
sites globally would result in 140
per cent more carbon pollution
than the allowed budget for 1.5°C.
If these countries proceed with their
new extraction, committed carbon
pollution will be 190 per cent over
the 1.5°C budget, risking locking
in more than a dangerous 2°C of
warming.”

Global fossil fuel subsidies were
US$7 trillion (AU$10.8tr) in 2022.
Compare this to global subsidies
by governments for clean energy
of US$34 billion between 2020
and 2022.

The majority of clean energy
subsidies are going to the wealthier
countries, not to where they are
most needed.

Governments, including Aus-
tralia’s, must stop approving new
fossil fuel projects and the expan-
sion of existing ones. They should
be carrying out a rapid, planned
and just transition to renewables.
Wealthier countries including Aus-
tralia should be carrying out their
commitments to fund mitigation,
adaptation and technology transfer
to the global South.

Workers in the fossil fuel sector
should be guaranteed retraining,
jobs and no loss of income. It is
the responsibility of government.
The private sector can’t and won’t
save humanity. It got us into this
mess, and its constant drive for
profits will be the destruction of
humanity unless governments take
strong action now. &
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Obituary: Haarootune (Harry)

Ohannes Koopelian
VALE Comrade Harry 17-03-1935 - 08-03-2024

Tony O

Harry Koopelian passed away on the 8th March, 2024 in Gladesville
(Sydney) after a long illness.

Harry joined the Socialist Party of Australia in the early 1970s and remained
an active member of the CPA until his lack of mobility made him housebound.

Harry was full of life, he had an exuberant personality and a special common
touch with ordinary folk honed by his many years working as a shoe salesman.

If you were on the campaign trail, Harry was a big advantage to have by
your side whether you were leafleting, petitioning or canvassing votes on
the pre-poll. People wanted to stop and talk to him with his big smile and
twinkling eyes.

Harry was also a very modest comrade, not many comrades knew his
full story.

Harry was born in Baghdad, Iraq in 1935. His mother was a refugee from
the Armenian genocide in Turkey. Harry’s grandparents and seven uncles
were all killed in the genocide, Harry’s mother Zount was 16 years of age and
only survived because her father hid her in a baker’s oven; after the slaughter
she fled walking most of the way to Baghdad.

This goes part of the way to explaining Harry’s radical politics, Harry
joined the Iraqi Communist Party as a young man, and in 1962 he was
arrested and detained in prison for eleven months, suffering beatings and
inhumane conditions.

Harry’s family home was a refuge in Baghdad and often they would hide
political activists on the regime’s wanted list.

In 1969 Harry arrived in Perth via Tehran on a British Airways flight and
then made his way to Merrylands (Sydney) where his brother Ashod lived.
Harry’s family arrived later that year his first wife Amelia and three children
Ara, Armen, and Silva.

It wasn’t long before Harry was immersed in political activity joining the
Union of Arab Communists, a part of the SPA.

The first time I met Harry was just after I arrived in Sydney in 1982, I
mentioned to Peter Symon (SPA General Secretary) that I needed to buy a
new pair of shoes and he directed me to see Comrade Harry at Myers Shoe
Department, sure enough I got the best fitting shoes ever.

Harry was also the SDA Union Delegate at Myers.

The second time I met Harry was at a demonstration in the 1980s in Mac-
quarie Road, Auburn outside the Westella Function Centre where the Iraqi
Foreign Minister was speaking. The protest had been called to demonstrate
against the massive human waste of the Iran/Iraq War and was organised by
a big coalition of Middle Eastern groups including the Union of Iraqi Demo-
crats, Armenians, Assyrians, Kurds, Iranians and Arab Communists. The
demonstration effectively blocked the top half of Macquarie Road.

After retirement Harry moved to Girraween in Sydney’s West and joined
the Blacktown Branch of the CPA, ever a formidable street activist armed with
a petition and leaflets. For a while Harry helped present Radio Red a CPA
program on Blacktown Community Radio co-hosted with John McCusker,
and Samir Maarbani.

During the Second Gulf War and the invasion of Iraq Harry and Com-
rade Theo from the Central Sydney Branch maintained a weekly vigil outside
Sydney Town Hall against the US invasion.

So it is with sadness we say farewell to comrade Harry, and celebrate a
life well lived.

Our condolences and best wishes go to his family, Harry’s many friends
and comrades. @

ever
a formidable
street activist

Marles boost to military
spending ‘a disgrace’

Federal migration bill
must be abandoned

The federal government should
abandon the Migration Amendment
(Removal and Other Measures) Bill
2024 which punishes and criminal-
ises people who are seeking protec-
tion in Australia.

“We are greatly concerned about the
provisions of this Bill and, in particular, the
powers this Bill proposes to confer on the
Minister,” said Greg Barns SC, spokesper-
son, Australian Lawyers Alliance. “We are
alarmed that this Bill gives the Minister new
and excessive powers, which are not subject
to proper review, to interfere with the lives
of vulnerable individuals.

“The Bill will punish people who may not
be able to return to their country through
genuine fear of persecution — the reason for
non-cooperation from this group does not
seek to have been addressed at all in this
Bill and does not appear in the Explanatory
Memorandum.

“Australia has international legal obliga-
tions to protect people fleeing persecution
under international law. However, this Bill
proposes that Australia should punish and
criminalise people who are seeking protection

here and those who are even considering
seeking protection in Australia.

“This Bill can only be described as cruel
and, if passed by the Parliament, will embar-
rass Australia on the international stage in a
number of ways — including signalling that
Australia is not committed to upholding
human rights, the separation of powers, and
the Rule of Law.”

The Bill undermines the Rule of Law by
giving Ministers and officials of the execu-
tive arm of government substantial powers
without appropriate and sufficient protec-
tions against overreach and those powers
being misused.

“We urge the Federal Government to
abandon this Bill including the concerning
removal pathway directions and the proposed
new criminal offence for a failure to comply
with a direction,” said Barns SC.

“The government must ensure that any
deportations are undertaken with full regard
to human rights and the utilisation of dip-
lomatic and other channels.”

Australian Lawyers Allance &

Peace groups are outraged by Defence
Minister Richard Marles announce-
ment at the National Press Club that
Australia’s military spending will rise
from the current 1.9 per cent to over
2.4 per cent of GDP.

“Marles is condemning Australia to
poverty and environmental catastrophe, not
protecting our security. We will be poorer,
not safer. This is a disgrace,” Denis Doherty
from the Australian Anti-Bases Campaign
Coalition declared.

Australia’s current military expenditure
exceeds Federal spending on education and
under Marles’ plan will soon approach the
same level as health spending.

“We face serious community problems
including cost of living pressures, a housing
crisis, racism, a failing mental health system
and more,” Doherty said.

“There is a desperate need for a federal
government to solve these problems but
the Albanese government has gone miss-
ing. Instead, Marles and others are playing
a hairy-chested approach to geopolitical
problems,” he said.

The Stockholm International Peace

Research Institute (SIPRI) reported last
year that China’s military spending was one
third of the USA’s, and that the US outspent
the next 10 biggest military spenders in the
world combined.

“Marles repeated claims of China’s
‘aggression,’ but it is clear he is ramping this
up to cause fear and insecurity,” Doherty said.

“There is no threat of Chinese aggres-
sion — it is a beat up to frighten Australians
into paying more for the military. The only
victors in this outrageous announcement of
exorbitant military spending are the power-
ful, profit-hungry weapons corporations.

“Increased military expenditure and
intensifying militarism have not and cannot
solve conflicts and tensions in the world,”
he said.

“There is no military solution to the
disastrous consequences of climate change
and environmental degradation.

“The world needs co-operation, not the
confrontation in Marles’ dystopian handouts
to the arms manufacturers,” he concluded.
For more information contact Denis Doherty
0418290 663 &
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Aged Care report
misses mark

The NSW Nurses and Midwives’ Association
(NSWNMA) is disappointed by the recommen-
dations made in the Aged Care Taskforce’s final
report and is urging the federal government to
rethink its approach to the aged care system.

The 23 recommendations fail to adequately
address quality of care and workforce issues within
the system which are the fundamental concerns that
need urgent attention.

NSWNMA General Secretary, Shaye Candish,
said there needs to be greater financial transparency
from providers.

“We are yet to see independent evidence of aged
care providers being universally financially unsustain-
able, especially when the Royal Commission evidence
demonstrated so many examples of aged care being
significantly profitable, often at the expense of vulner-
able residents and workers,” said Candish.

“Until providers come clean and show transpar-
ency, the federal government and residents in these
facilities should not be topping up their bank accounts.”

Candish warned that these recommendations
will not improve the workforce shortages being felt
across aged care, nor will they address the quality of
care being received within the facilities. “We are still
seeing providers failing to comply with mandatory
care minutes which were introduced as a result of
the Royal Commission.

“We are concerned providers will stand to gain
more power and be less accountable if these recom-
mendations are introduced. Despite 75 per cent of
aged care being funded by taxpayers, current reporting
requirements are still too opaque to see where this
funding is spent.

“NSW has the highest number of privatised resi-
dential aged care facilities in Australia and many of
these recommendations sound alarm bells for our
most vulnerable community members when they
need aged care services.”

Candish also noted that there is already signifi-
cant cost shifting to the public hospital system when
residents without the means to pay a bond are not
able to secure a residential aged care placement, and
that these recommendations will only worsen this
situation, placing the burden on our state hospitals.

“The aged care system needs to protect our most
vulnerable in the community, not alienate them. It
needs to deliver the care Australians deserve in their
final years.”

The NSWNMA is urging the government to criti-
cally analyse the recommendations of the Taskforce
with a view to properly addressing the systemic issues
within aged care.

NSWMA &

Anti-AUKUS Forum, Port Adelaide

Guardian

Australia scammed

Ron Hall

A coalition of Anti-AUKUS,
peace and community activ-
ists organised a public forum
on the dangers of the planned
involvement of Port Adelaide
in the nuclear submarine
industry.

The coalition comprised: No
Nuclear Subs, Anti-AUKUS Coa-
lition, Medical Association for
the Prevention of War, Women’s
International League for Peace and
Freedom, Independent and Peace-
ful Australia Network - IPAN, and
the Greens among others.

Speakers included former sena-
tor and submariner Rex Patrick,
Greens Senator David Shoebridge,
and Dr Amanda Ruler, national
vice-president of MAPWA (Medi-
cal Association for the Prevention
of War).

Patrick noted that 60 per cent
of Australia’s defence spending
is projected for conflict in the
Northern Hemisphere. To him,

AUKUS means a loss of sover-
eignty, and comes with no public
approval or proper explanation.
Patrick explained that there were
serious economic risks, with the
huge expense endangering social
programs, especially when there
would be no exports of oil and gas
to bolster the economy. At the same
time, Australia lacked experienced
project managers, engineers, and
technicians. Put simply, AUKUS
should not proceed.

Professor Al Rainnie, with a
40-year career in studying the
employment situation in the nuclear
submarine industry in the UK, was
able to clearly rebut the Prime
Minister’s claims of astronomical
levels of employment being created
in Adelaide. Al Rainnie’s research
has focused on the port city of
Barrow, as a base for submarine
construction, that has been “doing
it tough,”where the submarines
have failed to bring any sign of
prosperity.

Professor Rainnie expressed his

dismay that Adelaide was building
infrastructure for submarines that
are unlikely to turn up. The real
need lies in focusing on climate
change, supporting local manufac-
turers of solar panels. By 2050 there
will be a predicted one million jobs
in renewables, but universities in
South Australia were “chasing the
nuclear dollar.”

Senator Shoebridge, Defence
Spokesperson for the Greens,
denounced the situation where First
Nations people, not just in Australia
but across the globe have suffered
from the imposition of defence
and other projects that threaten
the environment. In no uncertain
terms he called for keeping this
continent nuclear free.

One tangible outcome of the
meeting was the formation of a
community action group to oppose
the construction or the decommis-
sioning of nuclear submarines In
Port Adelaide. Over one hundred
people were there to express a high
level of community concern. &

Victorian government response

‘unworthy’

The Victoria Aboriginal Legal Service (VALS)
has spoken out against the Victorian Labor
government’s response to the Yoorrook for
Justice report.

The report is the end result of a one-year inquiry
into Victoria’s child protection and criminal justice
system. It goes into detail about systemic injustice,
racism, discriminatory laws, and policy failures that
have harmed Aboriginal people in the state.

According to VALS, the report is “unworthy of the
heart wrenching truths that were told at the Yoorrook
Justice Commission.”

VALS pointed out that Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander people have “done the hard work” to share
their stories with the Commission, and to explain
how the future could be better. However the Allan
Labor government has responded by supporting less
than ten per cent of the report’s recommendations in
full, saying that it needs to do more work to decide
if it can commit to the other recommendations. The

government says it supports most of the rest of the
report in principle.

Alot of the recommendations Labor wants to take
more time on have been repeated asks from Aboriginal
organisations for a long time.

Nerita Waight, VALS CEO said:

“We have waited over 210 days for the Victorian
government to respond to the Yoorrook for Justice
Report and it reads like it was slapped together over-
night. It is so disappointing that the Victorian gov-
ernment did not take this more seriously and develop
a more detailed response that supported in full all
recommendations. If they needed help to do that they
would have received it from Aboriginal Communities
and their organisations.”

Waight added that the government had recently
“broken a long-standing promise to reform bail laws
for children — breaching the Closing the Gap Agree-
ment and the Aboriginal Justice Agreement in the

a

process.” &

This week Dingo focuses on the crime of the 21st century.

To throw light on the blackout of news by the mainstream
media of Israel’s crimes in Gaza, some historical context.

In 1947 the United Nations decided to divide Palestinian
territories into two states, one Jewish and the oth-
er Palestinian. However, this decision has been
systematically undermined by Israeli aggression, the sei-
zure of Palestinian land, the expulsion of Palestinians,
the building of settlements and strategic roads and the
construction of a huge apartheid wall meant to seal off
forever the Palestinians from Zionist held-territory.

Several wars have been imposed by Israel on the region.
In 1967 a war was launched against Israel’s neighbours
during which more Palestinian territory was seized.

The United Nations adopted several resolutions at the
time that lIsrael return behind its pre-1967 borders.
These UN decisions have been systematically flouted
and ignored and have not been carried out to this day.
The UN decisions have been ignored by all Australian
governments.

Israel’s policy of a ‘greater Israel’ and its seizure of
Palestinian land has been made possible only by the
massive financing and arming of Israel by the United
States and some European governments. The United
States sees Israel as its military arm in the Middle East to
threaten and control the surrounding Arab states.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: The Israeli ‘Defence’ Force.
Nearly 200 bodies from a mass grave inside the Nasser
Medical Complex in Gaza’s Khan Younis were uncovered
by Palestinian civil defence crews, two weeks after Israel
forces withdrew from the area.

The bodies included elderly women, children and young
men, Al-Jazeera reported from the ground.

The mass grave is the largest one discovered so far.

Some bodies were found inside plastic bags that had
Hebrew writing on them, according to the crews, and
some had their hands tied behind their backs.

Family members gathered by the site to search for the
bodies of their missing loved ones.

Last week, several mass graves were discovered at
al-Shifa Hospital following a two-week siege by Israel.

The Euro-Med Human Rights Monitor has called for
the roles of major technology companies and social
media platforms in the killings of civilians in Gaza to be
investigated.

It follows reports that Israel uses artificial intelligence sys-
tems to track and monitor Palestinians.

The group said: “Google and Israel are collaborat-
ing on several technology initiatives, including Project
Nimbus, which provides the Israeli army with tools for
the increased monitoring and illegal data collection of
Palestinians, thereby broadening Israeli policies of denial
and persecution, plus other crimes against the Palestinian
people.

“These companies need to be held accountable if found
to be complicit or not to have taken adequate precau-
tions to prevent access to, and exploitation of, users’
information.”

The US House of Representatives has passed a US$95
billion international aid package, with about $26 billion for
Israel’s missile systems.
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$100 billion arms

budget: ‘It’s what

our ally the United
States expects of us’
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Senator the Hon Penny Wong Minister for Foreign Affairs, The Right Honourable James Cleverly, UK Foreign
Secretary, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Defence Richard Marles, Lieutenant Colonel and Captain the
Right Honorable Ben Wallace, UK Secretary of State for Defence.

Photo: Department of Foreign Affairs — flickr.com (CC BY 4.0)

William Briggs

The announcement by Minister for Defence,
Richard Marles, that Australia’s military spend-
ing will reach 2.4 per cent of GDP is chilling
news. This means a doubling of the military
budget to an annual outlay of $100 billion a
year by 2034. The reorganisation of the Aus-
tralian ‘Defence’ Force was triumphantly out-
lined as Marles unveiled the new National
Defence Strategy, in keeping with the 2023
Defence Strategic Review.

One hundred billion dollars! We live amid poverty,
homelessness, and a health crisis with people who
cannot see a doctor because bulk-billing is a fading
memory. We have not only working poor, but home-
less working poor. Mental health is at crisis levels. We
have a dysfunctional society but one that can spend
$100 billion every year on preparing us for a war that
suits no-one’s interests except that of US imperialism.

Marles talked of “difficult” decisions that had to be
made. Unforgivably, unashamedly, cravenly, he said
that “it is what our ally the United States expects of us.”

His speech was remarkable, at one level, for its
clarity of thought. He pulled no punches. China was
named as the enemy, and Australian military strat-
egy is about projecting force beyond our borders. He
repeated almost as a mantra, the idea that Australia
would be projecting force.

This commitment to ‘projection’ puts an effective
full-stop to any notion that the Australian military
can in any way be regarded as a defence force. The
focus on the development of weaponry with the sole
purpose of fighting an offensive war was made clear.

He spoke glowingly of the coming nuclear-powered
submarines. These, in his estimation, “define projec-
tion.” The Navy can also look forward to nearly $70
billion to “build and support the Navy’s future surface
combatant fleet and continuous naval shipbuilding.
A new range of missile systems will be integrated
into our Navy’s surface combatants which includes:
Tomahawk, Evolved Sea Sparrow, and Naval Strike
Missiles.”

The Army will benefit with the acquisition of “42
High Mobility Artillery Rocket Systems which will be
equipped with Precision Strike Missiles and Guided
Multiple Launch Rocket Systems. This will take the
Army’s firing capacity from a tactical range of 30
kilometres today, to operational and strategically
relevant ranges beyond 500 kilometres.”

The RAAF are an obvious part of Marles’ ‘projec-
tion” dream. It will be receiving “longer range mis-
siles for the Joint Strike Fighters, the Super Hornets
and the Growlers. These will variously include: the
Long-Range Anti-Ship Missile, the Joint Air-to-
Surface Standoff Missile — Extended Range and the
Advanced Anti-Radiation Guided Missile — Extended
Range. Work will also continue on the development
of hypersonic air-launched weapons for employment
on the Super Hornets.”

———

There will be cuts to some areas of the military.
These are, by-and-large, in those areas that do not
have the capacity to ‘project’ force beyond our shores.
There is no room for defence in this new nightmarish
world. The number of Infantry Fighting Vehicles are to
be reduced, from 450 to 129. The Minister explained
that “there was no capacity to ever move 450 Infantry
Fighting Vehicles off our shores.” Still the fiction that
our armed forces are a defence force is maintained.

Marles accepts that there is no threat to Australia.
As he said, “an invasion of Australia is an unlikely
prospect.” The ugly and twisted logic is that even if we
are not threatened, we have determined that China is
the enemy, and so ought to be able to threaten China!

The National Defence Strategy that Marles is now
parading refers to “the prospect of major conflict in
the region that directly threatens our national inter-
est.” It goes so far as to say that “China has employed
coercive tactics in pursuit of its strategic objectives.”
To complete the exercise in irrational logic, Australia,
in Marles view, “no longer has the luxury of a ten-year
window of strategic warning time for conflict. This
includes the capability to hold the military assets of an
adversary at risk at greater distance from our shores.”
The act of designating China an actual military threat
is a dangerous step. Marles has already conceded that
there is no prospect that Australia is in any danger
of invasion. Its territorial integrity is secure, and yet
there is a deliberate and provocative build-up of a
military ready and willing to project force.

China has responded to this threatening posture.
In a weekly press conference, Chinese Foreign Min-
istry spokesperson, Lin Jian made the point that,
“China is committed to peaceful development and
a national defence policy that is defensive in nature.
We stay committed to the peace and stability of the
Asia-Pacific region and the wider world, and pose no
threat to any country. The security risks in the region
mainly come from some major countries outside the
region ... We hope Australia will correctly view China’s
development and strategic intentions, abandon the
Cold-War mentality, do more things to keep the region
peaceful and stable, and stop buzzing about China.’

An opinion piece in Global Times commented
that “Australia has long hoped to play the role of a
major power in the South Pacific, so it believes that
fabricating or hyping up the ‘China threat’ rhetoric
can enhance its strategic position in this region. How-
ever, ... it will end up sacrificing its own interests to
support the hegemony of the US.”

If there were any doubt about this, let Marles have
the final word. He pointed out that “legislation to
establish a seamless defence industrial base between
the United States and Australia has passed the US
Congress and our own parliament. Breaking down
these barriers had been a generational dream. Now
it is done.” A dream or a nightmare? &

29 April 2024 B

Woodside’s Carbon Offset Con

Anna Pha

Would you believe it, Woodside has a Climate Transition
Action Plan!

“2023 was a strong emissions performance year for our facili-
ties,” says the plan. “We do not expect improvement of gross
emissions like this every year: for example, from 2024 to the
start-up of the Sangomar facility in Senegal ... is expect-
ed to increase gross emissions for a period. This is why our
utilisation of carbon credits as offsets is an important stabilis-
er, so we are able to reduce our net emissions consistently,
notwithstanding operational fluctuations and while our asset
decarbonisation plans build momentum.”

Woodside established a Carbon Business in 2018 in order to
develop a portfolio of carbon credits and expertise in man-
aging “carbon credit integrity.” Woodside has invested more
than $150 million in this business — $100 million of that on the
purchase of carbon credits. In other words, it has spent $100
million on “neutralising” or claiming to reduce its net emis-
sions. These are just the greenhouse gases emitted by its
projects, and do not include the millions of tonnes more when
its fossil fuels are burnt.

One carbon credit supposedly represents a tonne of emis-
sions avoided, reduced, or removed outside Woodside’s
facilities. Carbon credits can be purchased from other enti-
ties that have reduced their emissions thus resulting with
the aim of achieving carbon neutrality. Other carbon cred-
its are obtained by avoidance or reduction of emissions by
such means as renewable energy production. They can also
be obtained by through mitigation of toxic methane emissions
leaked during the production of liquid natural gas, waste man-
agement, forest protection, or reforestation.

Woodside purchases carbon credits, and estimates it will pay
more than US$80 a tonne for CO2 equivalent emissions in
2024. Its offsets include planting 2.7 million mixed biodiverse
seedlings in Western Australia, and the restoration of up to
7,000 hectares of mangroves in Senegal. It expects to receive
up to 1.4 million carbon credits from the latter project over 30
years. In other words, a licence to produce 1.4 million addition-
al tonnes of emissions while greenwashing those toxic gases.

As carbonbrief.org reports, “Decades of countries trad-
ing carbon offsets has had a negligible impact on emissions,
and likely even increased them. They have also been linked
to Indigenous people being forced from their land and oth-
er human rights abuses.” Research published by Research
Square states that offset projects achieved considerably lower
emissions reductions than officially claimed. “We estimate that
only 12 per cent of the total volume of existing credits consti-
tute real emissions reductions.”

Carbon offsets are a con, an excuse to keep polluting. They
are not a substitute for the rapid phasing out of fossil fuels
which is required for the survival of humanity.

Workers and their trade unions have an important role to play
in tackling companies such as Woodside and the urgent phas-
ing out of fossil fuels. Trade union representatives sit on the
boards of industry funds. Transparency about where super
funds invest is the first step towards redirecting investments to
ethical investments. Likewise for banks.

Market Forces has carried out extensive research into the
role of super funds as well as banks in financing these cor-
porations. Is your bank or super fund investing your savings
in greenwash or ethically? Write to them! Ask them where
they invest. You can also write to your trade union and
ask for your representatives to inform members of where
their funds are invested. For more information, check out
marketforces.org.au.
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New US anti-lran sanctions
‘Will Do Nothing’

Additional restrictive measures against
Iran will hardly change anything in
Tehran’s relations with Western coun-
tries because the gap between Iran and
the West “cannot grow much more
than where it is,” according to politi-
cal analyst Hossein Askari .

The US will impose new sanctions on
Iran’s missile and drone program , White
House national security adviser Jake Sul-
livan has announced.

The sanctions will also target Iran’s Min-
istry of Defense and the country’s Islamic
Revolutionary Guard Corps, Sullivan said,
adding that the restrictive measures are being
imposed in light of Iran’s drone and missile
attack on Israel late last week.

Introducing additional sanctions against
Iran makes no sense because the Islamic
Republic “is so sanctioned” that more such
measures will do “almost nothing,” Professor
Hossein Askari, political analyst and Iranian
professor emeritus of international business
and international affairs at the GW School
of Business, told Sputnik.

“It is more for politicians to show that
they are doing something rather than admit-
ting that the isolation of Iran has been a dis-
aster,” Askari said, adding that the Iranian
authorities have “realised that they live in a
world where they have to be militarily strong
and independent.”

Asked how the new sanctions will affect
Iran’s relations with Western countries, the
expert noted that Iran “has written off the
West at least for the next decade.”

Tehran doesn’t trust the West “and the
gap between Iran and the West cannot grow

much more than where it is,” the analyst
said, pointing to “the bias of the US and
Europe in defending Israel’s crimes against
the Palestinians while attacking everything
that Iran does.”

“The Western press has forgotten the
Israeli attack on Iran’s consulate that killed 11,
but then harps on the Iranian response that
was orchestrated to warn Israel and kill no
one. The West is losing its credibility by the
day. The truth matters,” Askari pointed out.

On the issue of Tehran’s isolation, he
touted Russia as “Iran’s only powerful friend.”
According to the analyst, “Besides Russia
and [President Bashar] Assad in Syria, Iran
has only the disenfranchised Arabs in the
region — in Lebanon, Iraq, Yemen. So I think
that security cooperation with Russia is of
paramount importance or Iran.”

On 20 April the Islamic Republic con-
ducted its first-ever direct attack on Israel,
which saw a wave of over 300 missiles and
drones fired from Iran, Iraq, Syria, and
Yemen. Most of them were reportedly downed
by Israel and its allies.

Tehran said that the attack was in retali-
ation for an Israeli air strike on the Iranian
consulate in Syria on 1 April that killed at
least 13 people.

The US has steadily stepped up its
sanctions campaign against Iran, target-
ing various entities and individuals. This is
part of a broader strategy to exert pressure
on Iran, affecting diverse sectors including
petrochemicals, technology, and even cyber-
related areas.

Sputnik &

Men praying in Mosque during Ramadan, Iran.
Photo: Mohammad Ramezani — Creative Commons.

Google has fired 28 employees
who entered the office of Goog-
le Cloud CEO Thomas Kurian
to reject the genocide in Gaza
and a contract with Israel.
The demonstrations occurred
last week, and included protests
at Google offices in New York and
California, which were organised by
the ‘No Tech for Apartheid’ group.
“A small number of employee

Google Workers sacked
for Gaza genocide protest

protesters entered and disrupted
a few of our locations. Physically
impeding other employees’ work
and preventing them from access-
ing our facilities is a clear violation
of our policies, and completely
unacceptable behaviour,” said a
Google spokesperson, quoted but
not identified by CNN.

“After refusing multiple
requests to leave the premises,

law enforcement was engaged to
remove them to ensure office safety”
the spokesperson added.

According to ‘No Tech for
Apartheid,” Google and Amazon
signed the ‘Project Nimbus,’ a bil-
lionaire contract to provide cloud
computing services to the Israeli
Armed Forces.

“Google indiscriminately fired
over two dozen workers, including

those among us who did not directly
participate in yesterday’s historic,
bi-coastal 10-hour sit-in protests.
This flagrant act of retaliation is a
clear indication that Google values
its US$1.2 billion contract with the
genocidal Israeli government and
military more than its own work-
ers,” the group said.

“In the three years that we have
been organising against Project

Nimbus, we have yet to hear from
a single executive about our con-
cerns. Google workers have the
right to peacefully protest about
terms and conditions of our labour.
These firings were clearly retalia-
tory,” it added.

Telesur &

Indigenous peoples of Brazil
meet in capital to demand rights

The celebration of the Cam-
pamento Tierra Libre (ATL)
2024 event encourages villag-
ers to participate in the event
from their territories, which
this year has as its theme “Our
Framework is Ancestral: We
were always there,” to com-
memorate the 20th anniver-
sary of the largest indigenous
mobilisation of the country and
the union between peoples.
“We continue to be mobilised
and in the fight. The ATL is the
largest indigenous mobilisation in
Brazil, and the expectation is that
2024 will be the most participatory

in history, both in number of people
and in the representation of peo-
ples,” explained Kleber Karipuna,
executive coordinator of the Articu-
lation of Indigenous Peoples of
Brazil, who stressed that this is the
“moment to unite in the assemblies
and to debate the next paths.”

In the 2023 edition of the ATL,
a native assembly was held under
the motto “The indigenous future
is today. Without boundaries, there
is no democracy.”

According to the organisers,
the agenda is subject to change
and, among other issues, there are
days dedicated to the discussion

on “Resistance Networks and
Strengthening the struggle” and
“The challenges faced by indigenous
peoples regarding the approval of
the temporary law frame.”

There will be a plenary session
dedicated to international coordina-
tion between indigenous peoples to
defend local rights in the climate
and biodiversity agendas. Another
hearing will analyse how to evaluate
the effectiveness of access to justice
for native communities.
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Voting in India

On Friday 19 April, millions
of Indians began voting in the
world’s largest election, which
will last six weeks.

People began queuing outside
polling stations hours before they
opened for the election, in which
Prime Minister Narendra Modi is
seeking a rare third term in power.

Nearly 970 million voters —
more than 10 per cent of the world’s
population — will be selecting 543
members of the Lok Sabha, the
lower house of parliament, to serve
for five years.

Voting will take place nation-
wide until 1 June and the ballots
will be counted on 4 June.

Modi and his Hindu chauvinist
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) are up
against a broad alliance led by the
main opposition Indian National
Congress and including a host of
regional parties.

The more than 20 parties in the
India alliance, called India, have not
put forward a candidate to replace
Modi if they win.

Voters have said they are cast-
ing their ballots for a change in the
federal government amid rising
prices, unemployment, and reli-
gious polarisation.

In southern India, Mary Das,
65, said: “First thing I came to vote
for is to have a country without any
religious disharmony.

“In Tamil Nadu — Hindus, Mus-
lims, Christians, we’re all together.
And this unity should grow.”

Atinder Singh, 26, from the
north-western state of Rajasthan,
said: “If the new government is
able to solve unemployment, then
it will be good.

“People are migrating from this
region to earn a living.”

The run-up to the election saw
peaceful protests against BJP poli-
cies crushed by the police, threats
issued to media outlets and opposi-
tion politicians arrested for alleged
corruption.

Moming Star &
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(Editor’s note: on the 32nd anniversary of the Pyongyang Declaration, we thought it
important to reprint this rousing declaration of worldwide commitment to socialism)

Pyongyang Declaration

“Let Us Defend and Advance
the Socialist Cause”

The representatives of political parties from
different countries of the world who are striv-
ing for the victory of socialism publish this
declaration with a firm conviction to defend
and advance the socialist cause.

Ours is an era of independence and the socialist
cause is a sacred one aimed at realizing the independ-
ence of the popular masses.

Socialism suffered a setback in some countries in
recent years. As a consequence of this, the imperialists
and reactionaries are claiming that socialism has ‘come
to an end.’ This is nothing but a sophistry to beautify
and embellish capitalism and patronize the old order.

The setback of socialism and the revival of capi-
talism in some countries is causing a great loss to the
achievement of the socialist cause, but it can never be
interpreted as the denial of the superiority of social-
ism and of the reactionary character or capitalism.

Socialism has long been the ideal of mankind and
it represents the future of mankind.

Socialist society is, in essence, a genuine society for
the people where the popular masses are the masters
of everything and everything serves them.

But the capitalist society is an unfair one where
‘the rich get ever richer and the poor poorer.’ In this
society money decides everything, exploitation of
man by man predominates and a handful of exploiter
classes lord it over all. It is inevitably accompanied by
political non-rights, unemployment, poverty, drugs,
crimes, and other kinds of all social evils which tram-
ple human dignity underfoot.

Only socialism can eliminate domination, subjuga-
tion and social inequality of all kinds and ensure the
people substantial freedom, equality, true democracy
and human rights.

The popular masses have long carried on an ardu-
ous struggle for the victory of socialism and shed much
blood in this course.

The path of socialism is an untrodden one and,
therefore, the advance of socialism is inevitably accom-
panied by trials and difficulties. One of the reasons
for the unsuccessful construction of socialism in some
countries is that they failed to build a social structure
conforming to the fundamental requirements of the
popular masses and build socialism suited to the
demand of the theory of scientific socialism.

The guarantee for the advance of a socialist society
lies in that the popular masses become the genuine
masters of the society.

Such a society makes a triumphant advance — this
is a truth and reality proved by theory and practice.

The parties and progressive mankind aspiring after
socialism have drawn a very precious lesson therefrom.

In order to defend and advance the socialist cause
individual parties should firmly maintain independ-
ence and firmly build up their own forces. The socialist
movement is an independent one. Socialism is carved
out and built with a country or national state as a
unit. The socialist cause in each country should be
fulfilled on the responsibility of the party and people
of that country.

Each party should work out lines and policies
which tally with the actual situation of the country
where it is active and with the demands of its people
and implement them by relying on the popular masses.

It should not abandon its revolutionary principles
at any time and under any circumstances but uplift
the banner of socialism.

The socialist cause is a national one and, at the
same time, a common cause of mankind.

All parties should cement the ties of comradely
unity, cooperation, and solidarity on the principles
of independence and equality.

Now that the imperialists and reactionaries are
attacking socialism and people in an international
collusion, the parties which are building socialism or
aspiring after it should defend and advance socialism
on an international scale and strengthen mutual sup-
port and solidarity in their efforts for social justice,
democracy, the right to existence and peace against
imperialist domination, subjugation by capital, and
neo-colonialism.

This is an international duty incumbent upon all
parties and progressive forces for socialism and an
undertaking for their own cause.

We will advance under the unfurled banner of
socialism in firm unity with all progressive political
parties, organizations, and peoples of the world who
are striving to defend socialism against capitalism
and imperialism.

Let us all fight it out to open up the future of man-
kind with a firm conviction in the cause of socialism.

Final victory is on the part of the people fighting
in unity for socialism.

The socialist cause shall not perish.

20 April 1992
(signed by delegates and party leaders from 69
communist and socialist parties from around the world)
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. Global Briefs

MALDIVES: Almost 284,000 people were eligible to
vote in Maldives’ parliamentary elections last Sunday.
The island country consists of nearly 2,000 coral
islands across 800km near the equator. The Maldives
is known for its beautiful beaches and luxury resorts,
but more importantly, from a geopolitical point of view,
it is strategically located in the Indian Ocean, through
which east-west shipping lanes pass. In 2013, the
Maldives joined China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI),
meant to build ports and highways to expand trade
across Asia, Africa and Europe. The present election
was seen as a test for President Mohammed Muizzu’s
plan to press ahead with closer cooperation with China
after his presidential election last September. The
Maldives is one of the most vulnerable countries to
sea level rises caused by climate change. Mr Muizzu,
a former construction minister, has promised that land
reclamation and building islands higher will address the
challenge. He also pledged to end the country’s ‘India
First’ policy. Provisional results of the election give the
President and his party — the People’s National Party
(PNC) — a majority in parliament, with opposition far
behind. PNC won 70 out of 93 seats to take full control
of the parliament. The outcome is likely to accelerate
the country’s shift away from India in favour of China.

IRAN: Iran responded to Israel’s threat to attack nucle-
ar energy facilities in Iran by pointing out that so far
Iran had adhered to international laws and regula-
tions of the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA)
which clearly state that all countries should refrain from
attacking nuclear facilities. Mr Haghtalab, responsible
for the safety of Iran’s nuclear facilities, has announced
that “the nuclear facilities of the Zionist enemy have
been identified, and we have at our disposal the nec-
essary information on all targets, and respond to their
possible actions, our fingers are on the trigger of pow-
erful missile to destroy specific targets”.

NICARAGUA: A Chinese delegation visited Nicaragua
to further strengthen cooperation between the two
counties. The delegation from the Communist Party and
the Chinese government met with representatives of
Daniel Ortega’s Government of National Reconciliation
to discuss economic cooperation. A series of meetings
took place related to investment in trade, energy and
mining, tourism, creative economy, fashion design, and
higher education. There’s also a plan to sign a coopera-
tion agreement between a Chinese company and the
Ministry of Energy and Mines focused on remediation
of contaminated soils and environmental management
in the mining sector.

YEMEN: On 19 April Sanaa, the capital of Yemen once
again was packed with thousands of people as solidar-
ity actions and demonstrations in support of Palestinian
people continued. The organising committees of the
protests issued a statement condemning the Israeli
aggression and siege of the Gaza Strip, as well as the
actions of the United States and the European Union.
Sanaa also condemned the actions of the Arab coun-
tries that support the Zionist regime and protect it in
a military and mass media way. The Yemeni govern-
ment congratulated the Houthis for the actions against
the commercial ships of Israel and the Western pow-
ers. The statement also formally congratulated the
government of Iran for its stance of resistance and
combativeness against Tel Aviv’s attacks against them.
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Palestinian Ambassador speaks

Interview with Palestinian Ambassa-
dor to Australia, His Excellency Izzat
Abdulhadi: part one. Interviewer: A
Carruthers

AC: Your Excellency, I first want to convey
greetings from the CPA Central Commit-
tee, Party President Vinnie Molina, General
Secretary Andrew Irving, and our Branch
here in the ACT, as well as our sorrow for
the Palestinian people.

Starting with recent news, the UN Security
Council resolution 2728 has passed, with
only the United States abstaining. Is this a
positive move?

IA: As the Palestinian government and
the Palestinian Embassy in Australia, we
welcome the recent Security Council resolu-
tion, although it is not enough because our
main objective is to guarantee a sustained,
comprehensive, and permanent ceasefire.
However, this resolution should provide some
relief to our people in Gaza and facilitate
the effective delivery of humanitarian aid to
the people, especially in the holy month of
Ramadan. Actually, although it is for a short
time, it should provide an opportunity for
further negotiations towards a permanent
ceasefire. So, it’s not enough, but it is a step
in the right direction.

AC: The history of the resistance is one
of bare survival and struggle. We hear a bit
about the more recent history, but I wonder
about the longer view, going right back to
the 1948 Nakba and Mandatory Palestine
under the British. How does all that history
inform the present?

IA: We can’t truly understand the current
situation in Gaza without understanding the
historical context and the political context.
This is what we’ve been trying to explain to
the public around the world, that history did
not start on 7 October, and that the Zion-
ist settler colonial project commenced one
hundred years ago. It’s important for the
public to understand the various episodes
of Israel’s ongoing colonisation of Palestine.

I think we made a mistake in the past by
not effectively linking the current struggle
of the Palestinian people against the Israeli
occupation of the West Bank, East Jerusalem,
and the Gaza Strip (ongoing since 1967) to
the plight of the Palestinian people in 1948,
what is called Al Nakba or the Catastrophe.
Without this political/conceptual framework,
it’s very difficult to understand the situation,
or our own narrative about colonisation.

The Zionist colonial project started long
before the establishment of Israel in 1948,
when the Zionist movement started devel-
oping its own plan to occupy Palestine in
the late 19th and early 20th centuries. The
foundation for the establishment of Israel
was the Balfour Declaration, issued in 1917
by UK Foreign Minister Arthur Balfour, in
which Britain committed to supporting and
facilitating the establishment of a Jewish
home in Palestine. In the following years,
based on these developments, the Pales-
tinian national movement organized many
demonstrations in resistance against the
British mandate, theft of Palestinian land,
and Jewish immigration from Europe to
Palestine which was enabled, promoted,
and encouraged by the Balfour Declaration.

In 1947, the UN General Assembly issued

resolution 181, known as the Partition Reso-
lution, suggesting two states: one Arab state
and one Jewish state. It is worth mentioning
that this was enabled by Australia’s repre-
sentative to the UN, who heavily supported
partition and the establishment of a Jewish
state on Palestinian land. More than 50
per cent of historic Palestine would be for
a Jewish state despite the fact that, at the
time, Jewish people were just 30 per cent
of the total population in historic Palestine.
The Palestinian people rejected the Partition
Resolution as unfair and unjust.

It’s also important to emphasise that
support for the establishment of Israel was
pending the right of return of Palestinian
refugees. It was conditional recognition for
Israel based on Resolution 194.

In 1948, more than 800,000 Palestin-
ians were ethnically cleansed and forcefully
expelled from their homes by Zionist/Israeli
forces, and more than 500 Palestinian vil-
lages were destroyed. As a result, we lost
Palestine. Israel had seized 78 per cent of
historic Palestine, and just 22 per cent of the
land remained (what is known today as the
Occupied Palestinian Territories: the West
Bank, including East Jerusalem, and Gaza).
Gaza was put under Egyptian administration,
and the West Bank and East Jerusalem were
annexed to Jordan.

This is also when the refugee problem
began: Palestinians refugees dispersed and
mostly settled in Jordan, Lebanon, and
Syria, and many others migrated to live
in the UAE, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, North
America, and Australia. The 1948 Pales-
tine refugees and their descendants are
still waiting to return home. Actually, it’s
important to emphasise here that support
for the establishment of the State of Israel
was conditional — based on the realisation
of the right of Palestinian refugees to return,
per UN Resolution 194.

In 1967, Israel forcefully occupied the
remaining 22 per cent of historic Palestine,
starting the illegal Israeli occupation that is
still continuing until the present.

AC: A real history lesson! To go to the
question of statehood though. You mentioned
various proposals for state solutions: two-
state, one-state. ‘State’ means government of
some kind. What are the paths to statehood,
what forces will be involved, and how can
it be achieved in real terms?

IA: Look, in 1965, the Palestinian Libera-
tion Organisation (PLO) was formed. This
was the sole legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people. Its Charter called for one
democratic state where Jews, Christians and
Muslims live together in peace. In 1988, the
PLO declared a Palestinian state alongside
the Israeli state in the 22 per cent of historic
Palestine that remained under Israeli occu-
pation: the West bank, East Jerusalem, and
the Gaza Strip. This political outcome of the
first Intifada was a significant, and realistic
political step supported by the both Palestin-
ian people and the international community.
From 1988 onward, the PLO’s political pro-
gram would be based on a two-state solution
in accordance with international law.

In 1993, the PLO signed the Oslo Accords,
and bilateral negotiations between PLO
and Israel began with the stated aim of
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Palestinian Ambassador HE Izzat Abdulhadi with CPA General Secretary Andrew Irving.

Israel cannot claim
that it is democratic
while maintaining an

apartheid regime

implementing a two-state solution, includ-
ing the establishment of a Palestinian state.

The PLO strongly believes that a one-state
solution is no solution, as it is not realistic and
goes against Palestinian interests as it would
not achieve Palestinian self-determination in
statehood. However, the notion of a one-state
solution has started to attract attention and
gain support, especially among Palestinian
youth. The rationale for supporting a one-
state solution is in the failure of bilateral
negotiations between the two parties for
30 years (primarily due to Israel’s continu-
ation of its illegal settlement expansion and
its extreme position towards Jerusalem,
borders, refugees, security, and other final
status issues) and the reality that Israel’s

intensive and persistent illegal settlement
expansion and land confiscation will soon
make the establishment of a viable Palestin-
ian state an impossibility. Actually, Israel’s
extremely restrictive position is pushing
forward a one-state solution — but Israel
cannot continue to claim that it is a Jewish
and democratic state while maintaining an
apartheid regime in the occupied Palestin-
ian territories.

There has been a clear shift in recent
months among the international community,
who want to support the self-determination
of the Palestinian people and the establish-
ment of a Palestinian state, not necessarily
with the agreement of Israel. @&

Those who have struggled
through Marx’s Capital will
find this a must read and study.
As a coursebook it is written in
accessible language and would
be useful as a textbook capa-
ble of being grasped by many
levels of those who wish to
understand the modern world.

The book is a Marxist classic
at yet one year of age. So many

Book Review by David Matters

Modern Political Economy - A New Coursebook
by Cheng Enfu, Fenge Jinhua, Ma Yan, and Ding Xiaoqin

books purporting to defend and
develop Marxism depart from
our modern reality. It is not the
case with this book. It provides a
Marxist understanding not just
of socialism, but also the current
capitalist system.

Unlike Marx’s Capital it is easy
to read while grasping the essen-
tials and adding explanations on
the discoveries of the economic

laws that have developed over the
last century and half since Marx’s
Capital.

I would like to provide a lot of
quotes of this work, but I feel that
readers need the thrill of reading
for themselves the fresh and inno-
vative thoughts. The discussion of
the stages of human development
run throughout this masterful
book. The stages of socialism are

discussed based on the realities
of China.

Those who wish to teach politi-
cal economy in any circumstance
should make this book a basic text.
I have read many Soviet books on
political economy but have found
them not up to this standard. The
book is divided into sections and
chapters that could form course
material.

I do not see this as a should read
but as a must read. Those who teach
economics in our schools could do
well to introduce this text. It has
much clearer understanding of
money, inflation price formation,
value and exchange. The interna-
tional monetary system and its rela-
tionships is clearly expounded. @&
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Communist elected
leader of the lower
house in Chile

Karol Cariola, 37, a midwife
and former president of the
Federation of Students of the
University of Concepcion (a
major industrial town and port
in central Chile) and former
general secretary of Chile’s
Young Communist League,
won this Monday evening’s
nail-biting vote by 76 to 75 in a
historic moment for the Com-
munist Party of Chile.

“Today we have shown the
willingness to build, despite our
diversity and differences, a common
position in the leadership of the
chamber of deputies,” the jubilant
Cariola said.

“I call on the opposition to col-
laborate with the development of
the country,” Cariola emphasised,
“to abandon the calls to weaken the
[Boric] government, to abandon
the calls to bog down the debates
about public policies that Chileans
urgently require.

“We will represent the diversity
of this parliament, and we’ll be

open to listen, dialogue and work
with all forces, and collaborate
with the government of President
Gabriel Boric.

“We are also willing to listen
to and incorporate all ideas and
proposals that contribute to the
advancement of the country as a
whole, the welfare of our homeland
the welfare of its people from Arica
to Punta Arenas and from the sea
to the mountains.”

Cariola observed that: “Chile
does not stand still and neither do
we, we are moving forward and this
office will be supportive of all the
advances that are so necessary at
this very moment in time.”

The result was a bitter blow for
the right-wing and its candidate the
Christian Democrat Joanna Perez.

The negotiations, on the final
selection of candidates, had been
going on for weeks, and went on
through Sunday night and well into
Monday. Twenty minutes before
the vote, at 5pm, Luis Cuello, on
behalf of the ruling coalition, finally

confirmed that Cariola would be
the coalition’s candidate to preside
over the lower house, with Gaspar
Rivas (People’s Party) and Eric
Aedo (Christian Democracy) as
first and second vice presidents.

The minister of the presidency,
Alvaro Elizalde, said: “A good signal
has been given to eradicate any
policy of exclusion. As a govern-
ment, we are going to continue
working with the ruling coalition
and dialogue with the opposition
so that we can make progress on a
legislative agenda that is important
for the country.”

He added: “The government
reiterates its desire for democratic
dialogue with all actors in order
to reach solutions that benefit the
entire country, and we are certain
that we will do a very good job with
those elected today.”

Moming Star, from El Siglo (the
Century), the newspaper of the
Communist Party of Chile &

Historic Breakthrough for
US Volkswagen Workers
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In a historic victory, an overwhelming majority
of Volkswagen workers in Chattanooga, Ten-
nessee, have voted to join the United Autow-
orkers Union (UAW). While votes continue to
be tallied, the outcome is clear: Volkswagen
workers in Chattanooga are the first South-
ern autoworkers outside of the Big Three to
win their union.

“This election is big,” said Kelcey Smith, a worker
in the paint department at Volkswagen. “People in high
places told us good things can’t happen here in Chat-
tanooga. They told us this isn’t the time to stand up,
this isn’t the place. But we did stand up and we won.
This is the time; this is the place. Southern workers
are ready to stand up and win a better life.”

“We saw the big contract that UAW workers won
at the Big Three and that got everybody talking,” said
Zachary Costello, a trainer in VW’s proficiency room.
“You see the pay, the benefits, the rights UAW members
have on the job, and you see how that would change
your life. That’s why we voted overwhelmingly for the

union. Once people see the difference a union makes,
there’s no way to stop them.”

“This is a movement for every blue-collar worker
in America,” said Doug Snyder, a body worker at
Volkswagen. “Our vote shows that workers every-
where want a better life on and off the job. Fair pay
is important, but so is time with our families. So is a
voice for safety in our plant. We’re looking forward
to getting to the bargaining table with the company
and winning a contract that makes things right at
Volkswagen.”

5,000 workers at Mercedes-Benz in Vance, Ala-
bama, will have their vote to join the UAW on 13 to
17 May. In the wake of the historic Stand Up Strike
victory at the Big Three auto companies, over 10,000
non-union autoworkers have signed union cards in
recent months, with public campaigns launched at
Mercedes, Volkswagen, and Hyundai in Montgomery,
Alabama, and Toyota in Troy, Missouri. Workers at over
two dozen other facilities are also actively organising.
People’'s World &
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Assault (under)

Assault can be physical, verbal, or even financial. The weaselly
use happens when someone uses ‘assault’ to describe a thing
they just don't like. US ambassador to Australia, Caroline (yet
another) Kennedy, has said that Australia’s high-quality battery
industry is “under assault” from Chinese firms. Back in the US,
politicians are considering banning Chinese Electric Vehicles,
no doubt for the crime of putting the Made in the USA variety
under assault. The US loves competition except when China is
winning it.

Hefty

With overtones of being a bit too large, ‘hefty’ is what a jour-
nalist who is not themselves a teacher calls a wage rise for
teachers. NSW teachers would describe the recent wage rise
as “long overdue” and “much-needed.”

AC/DC

“We've gone from Bon Scott to Brian Johnson, but we're still
AC/DC.” These words were spoken by an anonymous sen-
ior Victorian government figure trying to get some excitement
going about the Victorian government being led by Jacin-
ta Allan (Brian Johnson in this metaphor) instead of Daniel
Andrews (Bon Scott). AC/DC became even more super-pop-
ular after Scott’s death, but never locked up poor people in
tower blocks, or knocked down Aboriginal birthing trees. The
senior government minister quoted was anonymous, which is
fair enough, although if there’s ever a ministry for cringe-induc-
ing metaphors, they’ll be at the top of the queue.

Debt (existing)

An Australian Banking Association spokesperson has
explained that banks will not consider HECS-HELP debt dif-
ferently to other kinds of debt despite obvious differences,
because it’s “existing.” The Communist Party of Australia dis-
likes HECS-HELP debt existing at all. It sure looks different to
home loans, personal loans or credit cards; nobody is going to
take your house or your car because of HECS-HELP debt, it’s
impossible to default on it, and the debt only ever comes out
of your tax. If that’s too complicated for the Australian Banking
Association, maybe they’re in the wrong business.

Pacing (threat)

“Pacing threat” is allegedly what the US calls China. No, we
don’t know what it means either; it just suggests that all of Chi-
na is walking up and down somewhere, presumably, pacing
while waiting for the USA to come up with a rational foreign

policy.

Honest

This is one of those weasel words that announces a contradic-
tion, like when someone says they’re going to be frank and you
know they’re about to lie. Woodside CEO Megan O’Neill has
excused the fossil fuel company’s woeful emissions reductions
targets by saying that they’re “honest” about them (because,
O’Neill claims, other companies have big targets but don’t real-
ly mean it). Real honesty would mean admitting that Woodside
only has targets to try to get people off their back and isn’t oth-
erwise interested in emissions reductions.

Void (strategic)

Voids are useful in public speechmaking. They sound a bit sci-
entific, as well as a bad thing. Voids need to be filled. Richard
Marles claims that there was a strategic void in Defence plan-
ning, which needs to be filled by Labor’s plans to undermine
our sovereignty, and cost us a fortune with AUKUS. We were
no fans of the Morrison government’s Defence planning, and
maybe there was a void there, but continuing with an awful
late-Morrison plan (AUKUS) seems a strange way to fill it.
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Palestine, Israel, Iran
and capitalism

William Briggs

It is now more than six months since
the Israeli military machine began its
genocidal assault against the population
of Gaza. People have been horrified at
the brutality. Tens of thousands have
been on the streets every week since the
bombs began to fall and the tanks began
to rumble. Our media have reported
the news but it has been increasingly
muted and censored. There has been
little analysis in the bourgeois press.
The grinding, relentless assault has
deadened many people’s senses.

Recent days and weeks have seen tensions
rise to the point where regional and global
peace is seriously threatened. World lead-
ers began calling for restraint and caution
when Israel attacked Iran’s Syrian embassy
and when Iran responded. Significantly the
G7 group of capitalist powers were in the
vanguard in calling for calm. A full-scale
war in the region would be devastating, not
merely for geo-political relations, but for the
capitalist powers, for oil prices and the very
continuation of global capitalist relations.

The West does not care a jot for the
people of the region. Its complicity in the
genocide proves that, but it does care deeply
for the future of capitalism. Capitalism is
not threatened by destroying Gaza. Profits
are being made by the arms companies that
supply Israel.

RULES AND IMPUNITY

Israel has acted and continues to act with
impunity. Noises are made from countries
that loudly proclaim their adherence to a
“rules-based-order” to the effect that there
should be limitations to the crushing of Gaza.
The fact is that in the face of such blatant
violations of all international law, the laws
of basic decency, and a shared humanity,
the United States has, with its right to veto
in the UN Security Council, guaranteed that
the nightmare for the Palestinian people will
continue, and that Palestinian statehood will
remain a dream.

The US vote allows states like Australia
to do nothing. Fine words are uttered, but go
nowhere. Devotees of the ‘rules-based-order’
do not demand sanctions against the rogue
state of Israel. They continue to trade with
Israel and ship weapons that kill thousands.

Hospitals are razed to the ground. IVF
clinics are destroyed. Schools are bombed.
Churches and mosques are all turned to
rubble. Starvation haunts the people. There
are verified reports that innocent civilians
are arbitrarily being detained and tortured
in Gaza. Civilians are being executed. No
sanctions are called for.

Netanyahu remains committed to “com-
plete victory” in Gaza. There have been calls
by his allies, even his most stalwart ally, the
USA, to show ‘restraint’ and not to launch
a ground assault in Rafah. His response

has been to continue bombing the million
Gazans in Rafah, and he has indicated that
the invasion will go ahead. Troops have been
massing. Agricultural land nearby has been
destroyed. Weapons continue to be shipped
to Israel.

Those ‘allies’ who urge caution, could
guarantee an immediate end to the genocide.
Instead, they wring their hands.

The genocide is a precursor to an ethnic
cleansing of Gaza. The ‘settler’ communities
are already queuing up to seize Palestinian
land, just as they have done in the West
Bank. These right-wing extremists, with the
support of the regime, have been making life
a hell for the population of the West Bank.

POGROMS AND LAND

Since 7 October the ongoing pogrom
against the citizens of the West Bank has
become far worse. More than 500, including
100 children have been killed. These mur-
ders have been committed both by settlers
and by Israeli military forces who ‘protect’
the right-wing mobs from the Palestinian
population they attack.

The most recent assault was launched
by Israeli troops against residents of the
Nur Shams refugee camp. Israel sought
to justify their terrorism and the Kkilling
by claiming they were seeking Palestinian
resistance fighters operating in the area. An
Al Jazeera reporter described how “Israeli
soldiers have been carrying out raids in
homes, carrying out on-site interrogations.”

“Locals have described the mayhem
being carried out by the Israeli military
as the worst destruction ... they’ve seen in
the West Bank since the destruction of the
Jenin regugee camp ... in the early 2000s.”

The camp, in Tulkarem, is part of the
Palestinian-administered area of the West
Bank. An Israeli army presence there can
only be regarded as a military occupation.

Territorial integrity hardly bothers the
Israeli regime. It has repeatedly shown this
to be the case. The most recent abuse of ter-
ritorial space and sovereignty has been the
bombing of the Iranian embassy in Damas-
cus. Iran, citing Article 51 of the UN Charter
which clearly states the right of a state to
defend itself from attack, responded with
drone and missile launches against Israel.
The escalation of tension, via Israel’s raid on
Iran has brought the region and the world
to the very abyss.

COSTS

Whether the region spirals into a major
conflict is certainly on the minds of the USA
and its major capitalist allies. They have
been quick to urge restraint. It is not for
any desire for peace in the region. It is not
to preserve life. This has been shown with
hideous clarity by aiding and abetting the
Israeli slaughter in Gaza. The reason why
the centres of imperialism and capitalism are
concerned is that immediately after Israel’s

Netanyahu remains committed to “complete victory” in Gaza.
Photo: US Air Force Staff Sgt. Jack Sanders — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

attack, Iran’s response and the Israeli strike
on Isfahan, the price of oil rose.

When Israel’s assault on Gaza began,
market experts began making predictions
about oil. At the time the price was a little
over $80 a barrel. The thought was that a
‘minor’ problem, callously likened to the US-
instigated coup in Libya would see a rise to
over US$100 a barrel. A ‘medium’ disruption
to supply, like the invasion of Iraq would
mean a price of $120. A larger disruption
like a war would mean a serious escalation
and war in the Middle East would mean a
price of $150 a barrel. This 75 per cent rise

would have a devastating impact on the
capacity for global capitalism to function.
Not surprisingly there are united calls from
capitalist boardrooms and governments, to
ease tensions.

Lives count for nothing. Tens of thou-
sands of lives in Gaza can be snuffed out.
That does not impede the progress of capital.
The slaughter makes a profit, but appeals to
reason and morality only surface when the
whole system that makes the profits possible
is threatened.

At time of publication, the invasion of Rafah
has not begun) &

Israel has brought the world to the abyss
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