
Anna Pha

“In a cost-of-living crisis, the Labor gov-
ernment is choosing to remove $14.4 
billion in funding from the NDIS that 
will lead to disabled people not getting 
the support they need when they need 
it”: Senator Jordon Steele-John, Aus-
tralian Greens Spokesperson for Dis-
ability Rights and Services.

“The ALP have decided that it is more 
important to fund billions in handouts to 
weapons manufacturers then it is to sup-
port our community and the many disabled 
people that rely on the NDIS to live happy 
and healthy lives.”

This so-called “cost of living budget” con-
tains pre-election sweeteners in an attempt 
to dilute the bitter hardship that millions of 
Australians are experiencing. The budget 
measures range over energy costs, climate 
change, women, housing, health, tax cuts, 
aged care, child care, supermarket mon-
opolies, Indigenous Australians, and student 
debt, giving the impression that the pressing 
issues are being addressed.

“This government and this Budget deliv-
ers for every Australian,” Treasurer Jim 
Chalmers claims in his budget speech. In 
fact, it delivers to the wealthy, to fossil fuel 
corporations, and military expenditure.

The economy is stagnating, while unem-
ployment and infl ation are on the rise. Mil-
lions of Australians are in recession with a 
decline in their purchasing power.

Treasury has revised its forecast of real 
household consumption growth down from 
1.5 per cent in the last budget to just 0.25 per 
cent in 2024-25, despite strong migration, 
raising the question of a wider recession.

The government is spending $925.2 
million over fi ve years from 2023–24 to 
establish the permanent Leaving Violence 
Program. $925.2 million sounds like a lot, 
but over fi ve years, it's a drop in the ocean. 
It will not meet the needs of women fl eeing 
domestic and family violence.

In a budget spend of $726.7 billion, and 
with a surplus of $9.3 billion, the government 
could not fi nd a cent for public housing, or 
include dental care and mental health in 
Medicare, let alone universal bulk billing. 
Nor does it have the political will to increase 
JobSeeker and the Youth Allowance payment.

The centrepiece of the budget is the one-
off  $300 energy bill rebate for all households 
in the form of four quarterly payments of 

$75. Every dollar helps, but Labor is not 
addressing the causes of high energy bills, 
not daring to risk losing lucrative political 
donations and post-parliamentary six-fi gure 
jobs for MPs from the fossil fuel corporations 
that are wallowing in record profi ts.

DISGRACE
It is a disgrace that Australia has the 

lowest benefi ts for the short-term unem-
ployed among 34-member countries in the 
Organisation for Economic Co-operation 
and Development (OECD). The government 
continues to refuse to increase the rate.

More than one million people in Australia 
rely on JobSeeker and related payments.

There are a few crumbs for the unem-
ployed in the form of the energy rebate and 
a small increase in rental assistance. At $386 
a week for a single person, the dole is 26 per 
cent below the OECD poverty line. 

The treatment meted out to the 

unemployed is punitive. “Each month, about 
80,000 people are sent Robodebt-like notices 
threatening to take away their income sup-
port, for allegedly missing an appointment 
with a provider or failing to submit enough 
job applications. In most cases, they have 
actually met the requirement or have a good 
reason for not doing so,” Australian Council 
of Social Service (ACOSS) CEO Cassandra 
Goldie said.

The government’s own Economic Inclu-
sion Advisory Committee has recommended 
lifting Jobseeker and Youth Allowance.

“The Committee found that lifting Job-
Seeker and related payments to 90 per cent 
of the pension rate ($72 per day) would 
improve their adequacy and help people 
aff ord the essentials,” Goldie said.

HOUSING
Anglicare Sydney has confi rmed that 

rental aff ordability and housing supply have 

fallen even further in the past 12 months. 
Of the 10,735 available rentals, only 11 were 
aff ordable and appropriate for a couple on 
the Age Pension, 7 for a couple with two 
children on JobSeeker and 14 for a single 
person on the minimum wage.

The money allocated for housing is for 
“aff ordable and social” housing which is more 
expensive than public housing.

Funding for survivors of domestic and 
family violence falls far short of what is 
required.

“Raising JobSeeker and related payments 
to liveable levels in the federal budget would 
help lift about half a million women out of 
poverty. Bolstering women’s economic secu-
rity is crucial to giving them the means to 
leave and remain free of violence,” Sex Dis-
crimination Commissioner Anna Cody said.

Continued on page 2
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This is issue number 2100 of the 
Guardian – The Workers’ Weekly. 
Twenty-one (hundred) today!

As editor, I am proud to be doing this job 
on this happy occasion. We have produced 
two thousand one hundred copies of a weekly 
Communist newspaper, providing news you 
don’t see elsewhere, humour, culture, and 
alternative perspectives on Australian and 
world aff airs. The paper comes out in print, 
and is also available in electronic form from 
the Communist Party of Australia’s website.

This is not merely a communist newspa-
per, it is the weekly paper of the Communist 
Party of Australia, reporting on Party activities 
around Australia, as well as the Party’s active 
participation in global forums and bodies, 
such as the IMCWP, the International Meeting 
of Communist and Workers Parties, and the 
recent World Peace Conference in Cuba. It’s 
very apt that this issue has a contribution from 
Chinese Consul General to Western Australia 
Long Dingbin. A key part of this paper’s job is 
providing accurate news on China as well as 
other countries which are overlooked and/or 
demonised in most Australian media.

This paper would not be possible without 
the strenuous eff orts of the comrades on the 
Guardian Collective and our regular con-
tributors, including two very active former 
editors, Anna Pha and Tom Pearson, our 
tireless layout person Hollie Goik, and the 
very active interest of the Party President, 
Vinnie Molina. Well done and thanks to all 
comrades involved!

It’s also very appropriate that this birthday 
issue for us comes out with an ad for the Mel-
bourne Branch’s coming Guardian Festival. 
CPA Branches around the country support the 
paper in many ways, with subscriptions, by 
selling the paper at events, and by donating 
to the Press Fund. If you are a satisfi ed and 
interested reader, please contribute!

Many happy returns to all readers, con-
tributors, and staff .

Floyd Kermode
Editor 

How’s the 
neighbourhood?

Most people ‘do a 360’ – look around – on the 
neighbourhood before they move in, and keep their 
eye on it thereafter. 

At fi rst glance, Australia looks like it’s in a good 
area, nice, quiet, and safe. Aussies sometimes joke 
about war with Aotearoa/New Zealand, because it 
seems like such a remote possibility. Jokes like that 
work because at the back of our minds, we believe 
that our region, the Pacifi c, is nice and quiet.

That’s possible because our media ignore it. We 
don’t do a 360, but we should.

Our neighbourhood is full of potential trouble, 
stemming from capitalism and imperialism past and 
present. What’s happening in New Caledonia/Kanaky 
at the moment is just the latest indication.

In Kanaky, people are rioting because France 
has taken action to dilute the voting rights of the 
indigenous population. French President Macron, 
desperate to maintain France’s importance in the 
region, is sending troops, but not backing down on 
legislation that diminishes the votes of the people 
whose country it is. It’s easy to poke fun at the inse-
cure French, but this is not about national character, 
it’s about power. Macron has his eye on the country’s 
mineral rights, and the countries that back him want 
to keep the imperialist presence in the Pacifi c. Kanaky 
has 25 per cent of the world’s nickel deposits.

Fiji has a recent history of coups and shows the 
long shadow of imperialism. Britain, as it did in 
Malaysia, Singapore, and elsewhere, imported a large 
chunk of the population and made them a caste apart, 
without asking anyone. In Fiji the British basically 
set up the chiefs system.

Papua New Guinea was only given independence 
in 1975, by Australia. This country has 839 thriving 
languages. It only gets in the news here when there 
is a crisis.

West Papua is written off  by most Australian me-
dia (but not this paper), as inextricably colonised by 
Indonesia. They used to write off  Timor Leste that 
way too. There will be more action there.

Most Pacifi c countries only come to Australian at-
tention when there’s a problem that aff ects Australia, 
or threatens to disturb the US/Australian view that 
the Pacifi c is our ‘backyard’ – as when the Solomon 
Islands dared to have friendly relations with China, 
causing massive pearl-clutching in the Australian 
media.

We know all sorts of minute details about the US 
and the UK – details of accents, local governors, you 
name it, but very little about our supposed backyard.  
It looks quiet. It isn’t.

Recently there has been a lot of indignation that 
China might have a fraction of the Big Power infl u-
ence Australia used to take for granted. 

There is a problem in the neighbourhood which 
requires our attention. It’s us. Australia does the work 
of capital in this part of the world. Catering to large 
corporations, we are causing accelerating climate 
change, which endangers our future survival and that 
of the Pacifi c nations. Our enthusiasm for US power 
means we’re ignoring nearby countries which could 
be allies and partners, instead doing the bidding of 
the world’s prime imperialist power. We’re making 
the neighbourhood less safe in all sorts of ways.

The Guardian – the Workers’ Weekly does its best 
to report on the neighbourhood, unlike most other 
Australian media. If you appreciate that, subscribe 
and/or donate to the Press Fund.

Keep an eye on the neighbourhood. We can’t just 
move out and it’s not going to stay quiet. 

Guardian
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Budget 2024-25
More for war in a class budget

Continued from page 1
The government claims that it will spend an addi-

tional $6.2 billion on housing. It is off ering those on 
rent assistance an additional $1.30 a day. There are 
no measures to cap rent increases nor to cut the bil-
lions of dollars in negative gearing and capital gains 
tax concessions for people with investment properties.

There is a commitment to off er 20,000 additional 
fee-free TAFE and VET places to train more construc-
tion workers to build the additional houses and infra-
structure. There are no plans to make post-secondary 
education free or even substantially cheaper.

Adjustments to the indexing of student debt 
amount to more tinkering, doing little to wipe out the 
burden of massive debts that many former students 
are saddled with their whole life.

Labor’s main measure to address the housing 
shortage is to cut the number of migrants and impose 
on universities a requirement to build more student 
housing. Not to be outdone, the Coalition’s policy is 
to cut migration faster and harder.

MADE IN AUSTRALIA
The Future Made in Australia policy is focused 

on ‘defence’ (read military), renewables, green 
energy from green hydrogen and critical minerals. 
$13.7 billion in production tax incentives for green 
hydrogen and processed critical minerals are up for 
grabs – with Gina Rinehart and Andrew Forrest the 
main benefi ciaries.

The Future Gas Strategy (See Guardian #2099) 
is a blueprint for the ongoing expansion of gas pro-
duction through to 2050 and beyond. Fossil fuel tax 
credits have now passed $10 billion.

This is a missed opportunity to build a manufactur-
ing sector providing essentials such as pharmaceuticals.

HEALTH
The co-payment on prescriptions is usually indexed 

annually in line with the Consumer Price Index. The 
cost of PBS prescriptions for pensioners and conces-
sion cardholders will be frozen at $7.70 for 5 years. 

For everyone else it will be frozen at $31.60 for 2 
years, far too high.

The remaining changes in funding for health care 
are relatively small and miss the mark. There is the 
promise of some services for mental health commenc-
ing in 2026 but the maximum number of visits to a 
psychologist under Medicare remains at 10.

On a positive note, there is a commitment to 
fund a further increase in the award rate for aged 
care workers and early childhood education and care 
workers, an increase those workers have striven for 
and demanded for years. These measures should be 
of benefi t to women in two predominantly female 
workforces.

An additional 24,100 Home Care Packages will 
be provided in 2024 - 25, falling far short of needs. 

The government will pay super on government-
funded Parental Leave which it estimates will benefi t 
180,000 families. 

TAXATION
The tax cuts due to commence on 1 July this year 

further increase existing inequalities. The lowest 40 
per cent of income earners will receive less than 10 per 
cent of the benefi ts. People earning between $45,000 
and $150,000 a year will get an extra $804 cut com-
pared with $4529 for those on $200,000 or more.

A worker with an income below the tax threshold 
of $18,200 – most likely a woman in casual employ-
ment – receives nothing. Worse still they have lost the 
low-and-middle-income tax rebate of up to $1,500, 
leaving them worse off .

The wealthy continue to benefi t from negative 
gearing and capital gains tax concessions.

There is however, a massive hike in military spend-
ing which threatens the security and well-being of 
Australians – the budget’s elephant in the room (see 
page 3 this issue)

This is a class budget. It redistributes wealth cre-
ated by workers to the wealthy and large corporations. 
It is not a budget “for every Australian.” Nor is it a 
“cost of living budget.” 

Non-mainstream 
news on Sunday 
mornings at 
9:15.
3CR.org.au
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Inequality on the way up
New research from the Pro-
ductivity Commission has 
unpacked changes to income 
and wealth levels during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“The initial pandemic period 
saw an unprecedented decline in 
income inequality. The incomes 
of lower-income households grew 
rapidly in relative terms in the 
early stages of the pandemic, due 
to the massive increase in support 
payments from the government,” 
said Commissioner Catherine de 
Fontenay.

“Income inequality increased 
later in the pandemic period as the 
economy recovered and government 
support was phased out.”

The report also fi nds that wealth 
inequality fell across the pandemic 
period.

“Some lower-income Austral-
ians were able to save or reduce 
debt due to early government sup-
port. And although house prices 

soared during the pandemic period, 
the strongest price increases were in 
regional areas where house prices 
are lower. This all had the eff ect of 
reducing wealth inequality,” said 
Commissioner de Fontenay.

The report examines three 
groups in closer detail: older people, 
women, and Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people.

The report finds that while 
older Australians have relatively 
low incomes compared to work-
ing age Australians, many have 
signifi cant wealth they can draw 
on to fund their spending.

“When you look at wealth and 
income together, older Australians 
are doing better on average than 
younger Australians,” said Com-
missioner de Fontenay.

The report also examines 
gender diff erences in income and 
wealth. It fi nds that women still 
have lower income than men at all 
levels of the distribution, but that 

the share of women at the top of the 
income distribution has increased.

“We are seeing some improve-
ments in the income gap between 
men and women consistent with 
an increase in women’s workforce 
participation and a declining gender 
pay gap,” said Commissioner de 
Fontenay.

The gap between the average 
incomes of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and the Aus-
tralian average income narrowed 
slightly early in the pandemic before 
widening in 2022.

“Economic measures provide 
only a partial indicator for overall 
wellbeing. This is a particularly 
signifi cant consideration in the 
case of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people, for whom wellbe-
ing encompasses cultural identity, 
community connections and other 
measures of quality of life,” said 
Commissioner de Fontenay.
Productivity Commission 

Budget Military Spending:

Arms Corporations Win, People Lose
Denis Doherty

Australians will be poorer but not 
more secure as a result of the mas-
sive increase in military spending in 
the next fi nancial year outlined in the 
2024-25 Budget.

The fi gures are astounding. Most analysts 
put spending on the military next fi nancial 
year at $52 or $53 billion or 2.02 per cent 
of GDP. Last year’s spend was $42 billion.

$50.3 billion for the military (which 
brings overall Defence spending to $765 
billion over a decade) includes funding for 
a “larger and more lethal” fl eet of surface 
ships and a long-range strike and autono-
mous weapons systems.

Why the big leap forward?
Treasurer Jim Chalmers claims: “In 

a world of rapid economic change and 
heightened strategic competition, invest-
ing in modern defence industries serves our 
economic and national security interests.”  

This is doublespeak for rearming Aus-
tralia to be used by US imperialism in its 

struggle to defeat China and to intimidate 
other countries including Russia, Iran, and 
the DPRK. Australia is part of the support-
ing crew for the US imperial project which 
seeks to retain its empire.

However, recent developments make 
it clear that the US imperial system is in 
freefall – a reality that the Australian gov-
ernment cannot or will not recognise. In 
addition, history has repeatedly shown that 
the United States will act in the interests of 
its own elites, and theirs alone.

If Australia is to develop in peace and 
security, the fi rst step would be to untan-
gle itself from this catastrophic alliance 
and to abandon AUKUS which the budget 
estimates will cost $53 to $63 billion in the 
next fi nancial year and eventually a total of 
at least $368 billion.

Just imagine how many homes, hospitals, 
and schools could be built for $368 billion! 

However, the Albanese government shows 
no wisdom or foresight; it just continues the 
old Australian ‘all the way with the USA’ 
style of politics.

The only winners of this massive over-
spend are weapons corporations such as 
Lockheed, Raytheon and BAE Systems.  
BAE’s troubled Hunter Frigate program 
has consumed $4.3 billion without any steel 
being cut for the fi rst hull. The project is 
not working and massive cost overruns are 
piling up, but there is no suggestion that it 
be cancelled and BAE asked to return some 
of the people’s money.

The headlong rush to acquire numerous 
weapons systems assumes all will be com-
pleted on time and on budget, yet Defence is 
notorious for bad planning and cost over runs.  

The military budget sets aside $18 billion 
to upgrade the Australia’s northern bases in 
Darwin and Katherine, while the amount 
spent on bringing some economic justice 
to First Nations people is pitiful. Based on 
deliberately exaggerated assessments of 
China’s intentions, the Albanese government 
is splashing cash in all the wrong places.

Besides the poor acquisitions activities 
of some of the highest paid senior military 
offi  cers in the world, Australia’s armed forces 

are suff ering from a lack of recruits. There is 
even talk of using New Zealanders or Pacifi c 
Islanders for our defence forces.

The budget outlines plans to bribe work-
ers to become involved in the development 
of the aggressive new military policy.

Defence workers will be off ered a $101.8 
million workforce boost, including a pilot 
apprenticeship program for shipbuilding. 
A $165.7 million grants program will help 
“scale up” businesses that deliver what’s seen 
as “sovereign defence industrial priorities.”

As the world watches with horror the 
misery infl icted by military means in Gaza, 
Ukraine and elsewhere around the world 
and the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute reports that last year 
the world spent $2.44 trillion on ways to 
kill, it becomes even clearer that constantly 
increasing spending on war and preparations 
for war must be stopped.

These outrageous amounts of money must 
be redirected toward human needs and cli-
mate repair. It is time to get active and resist 
this destructive and wasteful spending. 

Remembering and protesting Al Nakba Perth rally and march Perth WA 18 May. (See page 5)

Something to say? Write to the Editor!
editor@cpa.org.au
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According to a recent article in Canberra Times 
(13 May 2024), passive returns for property 
investors are enormous and well outside what 
workers gain through wage increases. Accord-
ing to capitalist fund managers, Ali and Gaby 
Rosenberg, property investors expect average 
returns of 8 to 12 per cent annually and those 
venturing into the stock market should expect 
average profi ts of between 7 to 10 per cent. All 
this is a hallmark of capitalism and is unsus-
tainable in the long run.

According to the ABS, wage increases over the last 
10 years have averaged 2.7 per cent, well below what 
capitalists get. Latest fi gures from the Federal Budget 
indicate real wage increases are being lowered to just 
half a per cent per year. The Communist Party recog-
nises that capitalism produces low wages to maintain 
profi ts as the amount of capital accumulates, and this 
is what the ABS data shows – annual wage growth is 
disproportionately low compared to profi ts.  

There is no economic reason why workers, who 
produce everything, should get less benefi t than passive 
capitalists who receive rents, dividend and interest, 

even while they sleep. This exploitation developed over 
a long history of capitalist governments establishing 
institutions, laws and guidelines to build capitalism 
and advantage capitalists. As a result, more workers’ 
families are heading into fi nancial stress and into 
reliance on welfare state expenditures.

There is now a widening gap between the falling 
share of Australian GDP fl owing to labour compared 
to the increasing share of GDP fl owing to capital.  
There is a struggle between labour and capital over 
this division and workers, if with no organisation, 
can easily miss out. Dominating this struggle is how 
capitalism protects itself, but capitalism cannot do so 
forever as low wages makes it hard for the commu-
nity to purchase all the goods and services capitalists 
want to sell.

Workers can protect themselves and secure a 
fi nancial future for their families by eliminating profi t-
eering and developing socialist and cooperative forms 
of production. This is what the Communist Party of 
Australia is working to achieve.
Canberra Comrade 

Australia

As promised last week Dingo will begin each Bytes with 
one of the targets of US wars of aggression and interven-
tion beginning from the end of WW2. Last week was the 
intervention in China 1945-49 this week Italy 1947-48. 
Using every trick in the book, the US interfered in the Italian 
elections to prevent the Communist Party from coming to 
power. This perversion of democracy was done in the name 
of “saving democracy” in Italy. For the next few decades, 
the CIA, along with US corporations, continued to intervene 
in Italian elections, pouring in hundreds of millions of dollars 
and using psychological warfare to block the communist 
spectre that was haunting them.

Federal Resources Minister Madeleine King’s release 
of the government’s Future Gas Strategy reprises Scott 
Morrison’s failed “gas-fi red recovery,” with a focus on pro-
moting gas expansions that will blow Australia’s climate 
targets, says climate action group Lock the Gate.

Lock the Gate stated that the Strategy would lead to a 
renewed push to open new, polluting gas fi elds in our 
national food bowl on the Liverpool Plains, in the mighty 
Pilliga forest near Narrabri, in northwest NSW and in cul-
tural and ecological jewels like the Kimberley in Western 
Australia and the Roper Gulf region in the Northern 
Territory.

Carmel Flint, National Coordinator with Lock the Gate said, 
“The Future Gas Strategy promotes a reckless plan to open 
up new industrial gas basins that will damage land, water 
and communities.

“It is Scott Morrison’s failed and terribly ill-considered ‘gas-
fi red recovery’ all over again, and it is as wrong now as it 
was then.

“This strategy is a capitulation to the gas lobby at the 
expense of manufacturers, workers and households strug-
gling with the cost of living, who will all pay more for energy 
because of it.

“The gas industry has mercilessly price-gouged 
Australians, with gas prices more than tripling in the last 10 
years, driving up energy prices more broadly and destroy-
ing manufacturing.

“Treasurer Jim Chalmer’s plan for a Future Made in 
Australia will be a Fossil Fuel Disaster Made in Australia if 
this strategy is allowed to proceed.

“It is solar, not gas, that is key to a renewables transition in 
Australia, and doubling down on gas will impede that transi-
tion severely and undoubtedly blow our climate targets.

“We’re calling on the Prime Minister, the Treasurer, and 
Climate Change Minister Chris Bowen to repudiate this 
failed Morrison-era plan,” Flint said. (See Anna Pha’s article 
“Road to oblivion” in Guardian #2099.)

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: The Big Miners. The nation 
state of Australia has been transformed into a mine quar-
ry hosting a growing foreign military occupation. There is 
no contradiction in that juxtaposition; the boards and major 
shareholders of the transnational mining companies are the 
real rulers of Australia. The US and Australian military are 
here to protect mining profi ts. And the militarist element of 
the ruling class wants a war with China. A travelling show 
led by reactionary Fox News shock jock Tucker Carlson 
and mining billionaire Clive Palmer is conducting a series of 
Australian Freedom Conferences in cities around the coun-
try in June, sponsored by Minerology Australia, a company 
owned by Palmer.
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High profits 
mean low wages

Threatened students at the 
ANU Solidarity encampment 

refuse to be moved
The Australian National Uni-
versity (ANU) threatened stu-
dents with disciplinary action 
if they did not vacate the Gaza 
Solidarity Encampment by the 
end of Friday. The students 
have stayed strong in their sup-
port for the Palestinian people 
and refuse to be cowed by such 
threats. We will not be leaving.

ANU’s directives have been 
vague and unclear. University 
leadership failed to identify, or 
communicate, any specifi c viola-
tions of their code of conduct. They 
have failed to provide clarifi cation 
of any kind and continue their 
attempts to threaten, intimidate, 
and isolate students.

On Saturday 18 May, the Pal-
estine Action Group held their 
regular weekly rally, once again 

outside the ANU Gaza Solidarity 
Encampment. Participants in the 
encampment who have been told 
they can no longer ‘reside’ at the 
camp returned the next day. We 
will not be intimidated by baseless, 
unjustifi ed threats of ‘disciplinary 
action’ from the university.

We are not the only encamp-
ment in Australia facing suppres-
sion – we will always stand in 
solidarity with all students fi ghting 
for a free Palestine, both domesti-
cally and internationally.

The encampment continues to 
hold strong. Every baseless threat, 
superfl uous accusation, and attempt 
to shut us down will only bolster our 
resolve. The university has made 
it clear other students involved in 
the camp will be receiving similar 
orders – but we will not be moved.

We will not be intimidated into 
silence, nor compliance with ANU’s 
role in this genocide.

“If [Vice Chancellor] Genev-
ieve Bell truly cares about student 
wellbeing, she should consider the 
well being of Palestinian students 
on campus who are suff ering due 
to the genocide she is funding,” 
said Pip, an encampment student.

“The Encampment will be here 
tomorrow, and the next day, the 
day after that, until our univer-
sity divests from BAE Systems, 
Northrop Grumman and Lockheed 
Martin, cuts all ties with weapons 
manufacturers and casts off  its 
complicity in Israel’s genocide,” 
said Nick Reich, one of the students 
threatened with disciplinary action.
ANU Encampment 

CFMEU ACT urges ANU to 
abandon student 

encampment eviction plan
CFMEU ACT has urged the Australian Nation-
al University (ANU) to abandon its threats to 
evict the student encampment peacefully pro-
testing Israel’s war in Gaza.

ANU management directed students participating 
in the encampment to vacate and remove all personal 
belongings by the end of Friday, 17 May.

CFMEU ACT Secretary Zach Smith said the union 
was behind students at the encampment.

“ANU’s bosses need to take a good hard look at 
themselves for this heavy-handed ultimatum levelled 
at students simply exercising their democratic right 
to peacefully protest,” he said.

“Peaceful protest is a cornerstone of any healthy 
democracy and this ridiculous attempt to stifl e free 
speech must be rejected outright.

“Canberrans are proud our city is a place where 
people from all walks of life peacefully protest for 
change, whether that’s at local, federal or interna-
tional level.

“We also stand in solidarity with all our NTEU 
comrades who are supporting the student encamp-
ment at ANU.

“The CFMEU has a proud record of standing up 
for peace, and the truly horrifi c situation in the Middle 
East is no exception.

“We reiterate our call for an immediate permanent 
ceasefi re, the release of all hostages and of all Pales-
tinians illegally held as political prisoners in Israel, 
and an end to the blockade of Gaza.”
CFMEU ACT 
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Richard Titelius

Over 500 people gathered in the Supreme 
Court Gardens of Perth to hear Palestinian 
people speak about the history of their strug-
gle from 15 May 1948 onwards. The Palestin-
ian MC commenced the rally by asking what 
it means to be Palestinian on the commemo-
ration of Al Nakba (the Catastrophe). On that 
day, Palestine was wiped from the map and 
replaced with the Zionist State of Israel. Over 
750,000 Palestinians were made refugees, 
hundreds of villages were destroyed and many 
people were killed by the Zionist armies (and 
air force) to make way for the land promised 
to them by the Allied Forces. 

Today, murder, displacement and exile continue. 
However, the roots of the Palestinian people are much 
deeper than those who seek to occupy their homeland 
and they continue the struggle for justice, freedom, 
and equality.

The fi rst speaker was Amin Ibrahim Mohamed 
Nayif whose family came from a Palestinian village 
since by Zionist militias. They were assisted by Israeli 
air force planes dropping bombs on civilian targets 

which they later denied, as they do today. Amin was 
also critical of Arab states which do not support Pal-
estine or worse, support Israel. In Australia Federal 
and state governments also waged war against the 
Palestinian people and their supporters by outlaw-
ing their symbols including the keffi  yeh scarf and 
their watermelon symbol. Nayif concluded with the 
chant, “In our thousands in our millions, we are all 
Palestinians.” 

The MC also said that at times it may seem that 
we are not able to change the government, but it was 
also important not to let the government change you.

A larger than usual crowd gathered for the march. 
Other speakers, included one from the encampment 
at Curtin University who said that the media who did 
not normally visit the encampment were present that 
day after complaints from some Jewish students.

The Communist Party of Australia supports the 
people of Palestine and calls for increased funding 
for UNWRA, for the Australian governments and all 
nations to cease military and other support for Israel, 
support South Africa’s genocide case in the Interna-
tional Criminal Court, impose economic sanctions on 
Israel and push for full recognition of an independent 
Palestinian State. 

Anna Pha

Carbon offsets are a tradeable fi nancial product. The 
product may be in the form of a reduction in greenhouse 
gases, carbon storage such as through land restoration 
or the planting of trees, or avoiding creating emissions 
that might otherwise have occurred. They can be pur-
chased by a corporation or government to be credited 
as a reduction in their emissions. In Australia the market 
in carbon offsets is regulated by the federal government 
through the Clean Energy Regulator. One Australian car-
bon credit unit (ACCU) represents one tonne of carbon 
dioxide equivalent (tCO2-e) that would have otherwise 
been released into the atmosphere. It amounts to paying 
to pollute. The Australia Institute has published a report 
summarising 23 studies into carbon offsets and their 
effi cacy. The report raises questions about the integri-
ty of carbon offsets and suggests about 40 per cent of 
Australian offsets are junk.

The report cites one study that assessed 182 human-
induced native forest regeneration (HIR) carbon 
offset projects. “There was only a small positive over-
all increase in forest cover (3.6 per cent), and negligible 
increase in combined sparse woody and forest cover (0.8 
per cent), across the combined 3.4 Mha credited area 
... ,” the report said. The Australian government has pur-
chased an estimated $300 million in credits from HIR 
projects.

Other research that studied forest carbon offsets 
approved by Verra – the world’s leading certifi er of off-
sets for the voluntary market – found that more than 90 
per cent of certifi ed rainforest offsets “did not represent 
genuine carbon reductions,” In other words, 90 per cent 
of rainforest carbon offsets are worthless.

Research drawing on satellite imagery of projects grant-
ed carbon credits for avoided deforestation in Brazil 
found that four years later, half of these areas had been 
cleared.

A study of the 50 projects that have sold the most car-
bon offsets in the global market found that 39 of these 50 
projects were likely junk, and that eight others were prob-
lematic. The remaining 3 projects could not be assessed 
due to a lack of information. Projects were failed on var-
ious grounds, including: no additionality, exaggerated 
claims, infl ated baselines, non-permanence, and leak-
age. Most of the top 50 carbon offset projects are in 
global south countries already enduring climate impacts.

An ABC Four Corners investigation looked at carbon off-
set projects, certifi ed for the global voluntary market by 
Verra, in Papua New Guinea. Carbon credits from this 
project were sold to the Sydney Opera House, Planet 
Ark, and Nespresso. The investigation found that for-
ests that were supposed to be protected by these credits 
were being logged on a commercial scale! The report 
also found that local communities were receiving less 
than a quarter of the income from offset sales, with an 
Australian company taking the rest as profi t.

So-called carbon offsets are no substitute for doing eve-
rything possible to reduce and eliminate emissions. 
“Australia needs a climate policy with integrity 
that drives genuine emissions reductions. Unless 
integrity is restored to Australia’s climate policies, 
Australia is fuelling a net zero fraud,” The Australia 
Institute report concludes.

For more details, visit The Australia Institute: “Here are 
23 Times Carbon Offsets Were Found to be Dodgy”

GREEN NOTESRemembering and 
protesting Al Nakba 

Perth rally and march

AUKUS: return to form for 
the World’s dumping ground

Caiden Bartholomew

A Labor-chaired inquiry has 
urged the Albanese govern-
ment to rewrite its proposed 
AUKUS laws, based on fears 
that Australia risks becoming 
the dumping ground for the US 
and UK’s nuclear waste. The 
legislation fails to distinguish 
between low-level waste, such 
as personal protective equip-
ment, and high-level waste, 
the by-products of nuclear 
reactors. 

Members of a Senate com-
mittee which reviewed the draft 
laws worry the wording does not 
refl ect the government’s prom-
ise to reject high-level waste. A 
report from Greens senator David 
Shoebridge has also criticised the 
proposed regulator which would be 
established to oversee the safety of 
nuclear submarines. Among issues 
such as indiff erence to voices from 
Australian communities and First 
Nations peoples, a lack of transpar-
ency emerged as a major concern. 
The new regulator would report 
to the Defence minister, which 
Shoebridge argues shows a lack of 
“genuine independence.” 

These are just the latest AUKUS 
problems. The submarines acquired 
from AUKUS will not only be of 
limited use, but also obsolete upon 
arrival, Australia may be getting 
dumped not just with nuclear waste, 
but dodgy technology.

This is hardly the fi rst time Aus-
tralia has jumped at the opportunity 
to be a nuclear dump. The Austral-
ian government happily sacrifi ced 
the health of ordinary Aussies when 
it volunteered to be a nuclear testing 
ground for the UK. From 1952 to 
1963, British nuclear weapons tests 

occurred across South Australia 
and Western Australia. The two 
governments had little issue with 
dropping nuclear weapons on the 
Tjarutja people at Maralinga. Nor 
did they make much fuss about 
the Australian towns put at risk by 
radioactive particles carried on the 
winds across the continent. Even 
the Australian military personnel 
present at the tests were lied to for 
decades by successive governments 
about the health damage. 

Given this history, AUKUS 
should not come as a surprise. 
It appears to be a long-running 
trend in government policy to set 
up Australia as the world’s scrap 
heap. However, this eagerness 
goes beyond nuclear waste. State 
capture by automotive giants has 
led to Australia becoming a refuge 
for outdated cars. 

Australia is one of the few 
countries in the OECD without fuel 
effi  ciency standards, an issue the 
government has only just decided 
to address with new legislation, 
watered down of course for the big 
car companies.

For decades Australians have 
been paying more for worse cars, 
putting health and climate in jeop-
ardy. The Climate Council found 
that poor-quality cars were adding 
hundreds of dollars of fuel prices 
onto Australian travel, as Austral-
ians needed more petrol to travel 
than citizens of most other OECD 
countries. Labor’s new weak stand-
ards are set to come into eff ect in 
2025. 

The Australian habit of paying 
more for less applies to another 
climate risk, that being carbon 
capture. The government’s support 
for gas projects such as fracking the 
Beetaloo Basin has long relied on 

carbon capture as an excuse. Too 
bad carbon capture doesn’t work. 

The Australia Institute reports 
that $1.3 billion was spent on 
carbon capture from 2003 to 2017, 
with zero successful projects to 
show for it. Chevron’s multi-billion-
dollar Gorgon LNG project ran into 
some issues of its own, as Australia’s 
only running carbon capture facil-
ity was clogged with sand in 2021. 
The Chevron facility failed to meet 
every single target. Even if it had 
succeeded, it would not come close 
to counteracting the mass of green-
house gas emissions produced by 
Chevron’s Gorgon project. The only 
time carbon capture is commercially 
successful is when it is used for oil 
recovery. In other words, the only 
thing carbon capture is good for is 
extracting more fossil fuels. 

Labor may have ditched Scott 
Morrison’s carbon capture fund, but 
if their continued support for gas is 
any indication, carbon capture will 
be dragging on for years to come. 

Successive governments’ sup-
port for carbon capture and their 
long history of inaction on fuel-
effi  ciency says a lot about what can 
be expected from AUKUS. Australia 
is a world leader in spending money 
on dodgy technologies, lining the 
wallets of corporate lobbies while 
working-class Australians foot the 
bill. Australia is also no stranger 
to sacrifi cing the health of its own 
people and environments to help 
out the nuclear projects of its 
friends. In that sense, AUKUS com-
bines the Australian government’s 
two favourite pastimes. Australians 
have no reason to expect integrity 
from the government and, to the 
contrary, ought to expect a return 
to form from the managers of the 
world’s dumping ground. 

www.cpa.org.au
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Long Dingbin
Consul General of 
the People’s Republic of China in Perth

What people should worry about is 
not whether China’s growth would 
peak, but whether they would miss 
the opportunities in China.

China’s economy has made a good start 
in the fi rst quarter of 2024. GDP reached 
29.63 trillion Yuan (AU$6.3), with a year-
on-year growth of 5.3 per cent in constant 
prices, and a 1.6 per cent increase compared 
to the previous year’s fourth quarter. The 
total value of imports and exports of goods 
surpassed 10 trillion Yuan for the fi rst time 
in history, reaching 10.17 trillion Yuan, with 
a 5 per cent year-on-year growth, exceeding 
market expectations. The national economy 
has made a good start, laying a strong foun-
dation for achieving the annual development 
targets with a growth of around 5 per cent.

New quality productive forces drive high-
quality development. Currently, China is 
accelerating the development of new quality 
productive force: the production and sales 
of new energy vehicles account for over 60 
per cent of the global market share, and 
the installed capacity of photovoltaic power 
generation and the scale of digital payments 
each account for nearly half of the global 
share. Exports of electric vehicles, lithium-
ion batteries, and photovoltaic products, the 
“new trio,” have exceeded one trillion Yuan. 
China will rely on the development of new 
quality productive force to transform tradi-
tional industries, layout emerging strategic 
industries, and plan for future industries, 
providing sustained momentum for economic 
development.

The door of high-level opening-up con-
tinues to open wider. The negative list for 
foreign investment access has been reduced 
to fewer than 31 items, with comprehensive 
opening-up in manufacturing and relaxed 
market access in sectors such as telecom-
munications and healthcare services. The 
convenience for foreign nationals to work, 
study, travel, and make payments in China 
has been enhanced. Over the past fi ve years, 
the rate of return on foreign direct invest-
ment in China has been 9.1 per cent. Last 
year, nearly 54,000 new foreign-funded 
enterprises were established in China, an 
increase of 39.7 per cent year-on-year. 

Over 100 multinational business execu-
tives have recently gathered in China. The 
China Development Forum 2024 and the 
Boao Forum for Asia Annual Conference 
2024 both had a full guest list. From the 
Canton Fair to the China International Import 
Expo, China International Fair for Trade in 
Services, the Global Digital Trade Expo, the 
China International Consumer Products 
Expo, and the China International Supply 
Chain Expo, China is opening wider and 
wider to the world, and China’s mega-market 
remains a great opportunity for the world.

Now think of this: While China has a 
400-million-strong middle-income group, 
its per capita GDP has only recently exceed-
ed $12,000. With private consumption 
accounting for merely 40 per cent of GDP, 
much remains to be done to upgrade the 

consumption structure. Even so, though, 
China has been contributing 30 per cent of 
global growth for years.

Just imagine how much more potential 
will be unlocked as China’s high-quality 
development benefi ts all the 1.4 billion people, 
the population in the middle-income bracket 
reaches 800 million, and consumption soars 
in education, tourism, healthcare, social 
pension insurance, government-subsidised 
housing and more!

With its immense size and vast prospects, 
China, as a premier destination for global 
investment that remains undervalued, is 
simply unparalleled.

“China’s development prospects are 
bright, and we have the confi dence and 
determination for it.” Chinese President 
Xi Jinping provided a clear and powerful 
response to the question about the state of the 
Chinese economy, which is of great concern 
worldwide, during his recent meeting with 
representatives from the US business and 
strategic academic sectors. This injection of 
confi dence and momentum into China’s eco-
nomic development, as well as international 
economic cooperation, including cooperation 
with Australia, is signifi cant. As Ambassa-
dor Xiao Qian of China to Australia stated, 
win-win cooperation is the right choice for 
China and Australia.

China and Australia are both important 
countries in the Asia-Pacifi c region, with 
highly complementary economic struc-
tures and mutually benefi cial cooperation. 
This year marks the 10th anniversary of the 

establishment of the comprehensive strategic 
partnership between China and Australia. 
Under the strategic guidance of the leaders 
of our two countries and with joint eff orts 
from both sides, China-Australia relations 
thawed and set sail again, and exchanges and 
cooperation in various fi elds have gradually 
resumed. The relationship between China and 
Australia is developing, which fully serves 
the fundamental and long-term interests of 
Australia and its people and is in line with the 
trend of the times. Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi’s recent successful visit to Australia 
and Chinese Premier Li Qiang’s upcoming 
visit later this year will inject new positive 
energy into the stable and far-reaching 
development of China-Australia relations.

Taking advantage of the recent improve-
ment in bilateral relations, China recently 
announced the cancellation of anti-dumping 
duty on Australian wine, bringing joy and 
encouragement to governments at all levels 
in Australia and the wine industry. China is 
the largest market for agricultural products 
and beverages in Western Australia, account-
ing for over 18 per cent of the total export 
value of agricultural products and beverages 
from WA in the 2022-2023 fi scal year. In 
early April, WA Minister for Agriculture 
and Food, Jackie Jarvis led a delegation to 
China, and it is believed that cooperation 
between Western Australia and China in the 
agricultural fi eld will open up a new chapter.

China has been Western Australia’s 
largest trading partner for 17 consecutive 
years, with Western Australia’s total exports 

to China reaching AU$144.6 billion in the 
2022-2023 fi scal year, accounting for 55 per 
cent of WA’s overall exports. Among this, 
85 per cent of iron ore and 99 per cent of 
lithium produced in WA are sold to China. 
In addition to traditional sectors such as 
mining resources and agriculture, there is 
also vast space for cooperation between the 
two sides in fi elds such as health care and 
medicine, e-commerce, culture, tourism, 
and education.

State-to-state relations ultimately boil 
down to people-to-people exchanges. The 
foundation of China-Australia relations lies 
in the people and has always enjoyed broad 
public support. We warmly welcome people 
from all walks of life in WA to visit China to 
experience the vibrant practice of Chinese-
style modernisation.

As the Consul General of China in 
Perth, I have witnessed the havoc wreaked 
by the COVID-19 pandemic and observed 
the gradual warming and stabilisation of 
China-Australia relations from a low point. 
I am committed to upholding the concept of 
building a community with a shared future for 
mankind, and I am willing to work hand in 
hand with various sectors in WA to promote 
pragmatic cooperation between China and 
WA in various fi elds, thereby assisting WA 
in building a stronger diversifi ed economy. 
Together, we are dedicated to advancing 
the comprehensive strategic partnership 
between China and Australia, making it more 
mature, stable, and fruitful for the benefi t of 
the people of both countries. 

Shanghai skyline. Photo: pickpik.com (C00)

China’s new development
Australia’s new opportunity

China’s mega-market 
remains a great opportunity
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Let’s mobilise alongside 
the Kanak people to put a definitive 
end to French colonial domination!

CNCP statement – May 15, 2024

FBI grills anti-
Zionist Israeli 

historian

The history of colonial France is a long 
river of massacres, repression, sub-
version, pillage, secret agreements, 
duplicity and lies. Today, the French 
government claims to be defi nitive-
ly preventing the Kanak people from 
exercising their legitimate right to 
self-determination by manipulating 
the electorate once again. Under no 
circumstances should nationals of the 
colonial power take part in a referen-
dum on self-determination that has 
already been adulterated by the vote 
of those whose arrival was cynically 
planned by Pierre Messmer (former 
French Prime Minister).

The Kanak people have the right to revolt 
against the aggression they are suff ering!

On a global level, the Western impe-
rialist powers are on the defensive, which 
makes them even more aggressive and 
dangerous. They use international institu-
tions to defend their own interests. Respect 

for the most elementary rights of peoples 
is flouted. The genocide of the Palestinian 
people committed by the Israeli Zionist 
army with their objective complicity amply 
demonstrates this.

France hopes to strengthen its hold on 
its colonies to delay its inevitable decline. 
This is demonstrated by the manoeuvres to 
keep Kanaky under French domination, the 
abduction of the Comorian Island of Mayotte 
in defi ance of international law, the accelera-
tion of the policy of “genocide by substitution,” 
the dismantling of the endogenous economy 
in Martinique and, everywhere, the excessive 
militarisation of the territories.

If, through this declaration, we intend to 
join our voice to that of all anti-colonialists 
and anti-imperialists around the world in 
denouncing France’s colonial policy and 
expressing our solidarity with the Kanak 
people, we also want to make it clear that it 
is only by working together and intensify-
ing our struggle against the French colonial 

presence in our own country that we will put 
a defi nitive end to the “colonial era!”
• We denounce the doublespeak of those 

who claim to support the right of peoples 
to self-determination, while at the 
same time asserting France’s right to 
“play a role in the world because of its 
greatness.”

• Let’s put a defi nitive stop to the 
arrogance of the unabashed supremacists 
who, here at home, fl aunt their racism, 
gangsterism and uncleanliness!

• Let’s turn our backs on the illusionists 
who claim that colonial power will 
generously accompany us on the road to 
emancipation!

Let’s fi ght to end French colonialism and 
achieve national sovereignty!

KANAKY- MATINIK, MENM KONBA!
CNCP is the Conseil national des comités 
populaires, or National Council of People’s 
Committees, an anti-colonial left party on 
Martinique. Labortodayinternational.org 

Israeli historian and long time critic 
of the apartheid practiced by Zion-
ists Ilan Pappé was stopped at Detroit 
airport and interrogated by the FBI 
for two hours recently.

According to Pappé, the FBI asked 
him about his friends who were “Arab 
and Muslim.” He also described the FBI 
asking him if he thought what Israel was 
doing in Gaza was a genocide, if he was a 
Hamas supporter and what he thought the 
solution to the confl ict was.

Eventually, Pappé says, the authorities 
copied “everything” from his phone before 
confi scating it and letting him go. 

After a lengthy phone call the FBI let 
him go. Pappé wonders if the phone call 
was with the Israelis. 

However, the historian sees a silver 
lining to the experience. Ilan Pappé was 
reported in Alarabiya as saying that inci-
dents like his harassment showed “sheer 
panic and desperation in reaction to Israel 
becoming very soon a pariah state with 
all the implications of such a status.” 

Assange wins appeal 
against extradition ruling

Julian Assange can appeal against 
the decision to grant his extra-
dition to the United States, the 
UK High Court ruled on 20 May.

The WikiLeaks founder faces 18 
charges in the US relating to the leak-
ing and publication of the Iraq and 
Afghan war logs in 2010.

During a two-day hearing in Febru-
ary, lawyers for the 52-year-old asked 
for permission to challenge a previous 
judge’s dismissal of his case against 
extradition.

Dame Victoria Sharp and Justice 
Johnson rejected most of Assange’s 
legal arguments but deferred their 
fi nal decision.

They added that unless “satisfac-
tory” assurances were given by the US, 
he would be able to bring an appeal 
on three grounds.

Those assurances were that 
Assange would be protected by and 
allowed to rely on the US constitution’s 
fi rst amendment – which protects free-
dom of speech – that he would not be 
“prejudiced at trial” by his nationality 
and that the death penalty would not 
be imposed.

The two judges granted permission 
for the challenge on the freedom of 
speech and nationality points, meaning 
Assange will be able to bring an appeal.

Hundreds of people had gathered 
outside the hearing, with supporters 
cheering and drumming as news of the 
decision fi ltered out of the courtroom.

Assange had been given the option 
of attending the hearing in person, 
the court heard, but was too unwell 
to either make the journey or join by 
video link.

Speaking after the hearing, his wife 
Stella Assange said that the judges had 
“reached the right decision,” and called 
on the US to drop the “shameful” case.

She said: “I spoke to Julian after we 
got the decision. He was able to take 
a walk in the sun after the fi rst bit of 
good news for a long time.

“The US administration should 
take this as a moment to drop the case 
and distance itself from the terrible 
prosecution.”

International Federation of Jour-
nalists president Dominque Pradalie, 
who was in court to hear its decision, 
said: “This is a great moment for 
common sense and the rule of law.

“Julian Assange is being perse-
cuted; the sooner these proceedings 
come to an end, the better.”

National Union of Journalists 
general secretary Michelle Stanistreet 
said: “The charges against Assange 
are clearly for journalistic work – his 
prosecution endangers reporters 
everywhere.

“Only when this prosecution is 
dropped will this threat to free speech 
be brought to an end.”
Morning Star 

Photo: David G Silvers, Cancillería del Ecuador, 2014 – fl ickr.com (CC-BY-SA-2.0)

Guardian view: Try harder Albanese
“The only way this is going to 
come to a quick conclusion is 
though the Australian gov-
ernment’s advocacy ... using 
their leverage with the Unit-
ed States to get Julian home.” 
That’s Gabriel Shipton, Julian 
Assange’s brother, speaking 
after the news that Assange 
would be granted a right to 
appeal, but remain in Brit-
ain’s top-security Belmarsh 
Prison. 

With all the happiness from 

supporters at Julian Assange’s 
‘win’ on 21 May, it’s important 
to remember a few facts about 
the case.

Julian Assange is in prison for 
journalism which exposed war 
crimes by US troops.

He has been imprisoned one 
way or another ever since he 
embarrassed the USA.

It’s still possible for Assange 
to be extradited later. There is no 
guarantee that his appeal will suc-
ceed. What he’s got now, is leave 

to appeal, not the freedom justice 
demands.

Australian Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese has been 
wringing his hands, saying that 
it’s time it was over. “Enough is 
enough, there’s nothing to be 
served by the ongoing incarcera-
tion of Mr Assange.” Albanese 
also said that his government 
works “very closely to achieve” 
Assange’s freedom. 

Well, being very close to 
the United States is something 

Albanese is good at. That’s why 
his government is building expen-
sive runways for US bombers. A 
fawning editorial in the Austral-
ian Financial Review just after 
his election described Albanese 
as a “safe pair of hands” because 
he committed to the Quad and 
AUKUS “without hesitation.” The 
same editorial praised Labor’s 
support for “peace, freedom, and 
stability.”

Where’s the freedom for this 
Australian journalist?

Albanese has said that sup-
porting the ‘alliance’ with the US 
“shouldn’t mean that we are not 
prepared to put forward Australia’s 
national interest.”

Is having an innocent Aus-
tralian locked up for more than 
10 years in Australia’s national 
interest? If it’s a real ‘alliance’ and 
not a master-servant relationship, 
Albanese should be able to do more 
than just work very closely. He 
should get Assange home and free.

FREE JULIAN ASSANGE! 
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The Nakba never stopped
On Nakba Day, 15 May, the 
76th anniversary of the violent 
expulsion of 750,000 Palestin-
ians from their homes when 
the state of Israel was estab-
lished, hundreds of thousands 
are being forced to fl ee again.

More than 450,000 Palestinians 
have fl ed Rafah in the last week. The 
population of the town on Gaza’s 
Egyptian border had swelled to over 
1.3 million as Palestinians fl ed there 
from bombers and tanks rampag-
ing across the rest of the besieged 
strip, fl attening homes, storming 
hospitals and burying hundreds 
of civilians in mass graves.

First driven to the impass-
able barrier on Gaza’s southern 
edge, now they are forced north 
again, but nowhere in Gaza is safe. 
Over 100,000 have fl ed northern 
Gaza too, as Israel intensifi es its 
bombardments there. Desperate 
people are being hounded back 
and forth, indiscriminately killed 
on a daily basis.

More children were killed in 
the fi rst four months of Israel’s war 
than in all other confl icts worldwide 
over the last four years. Like the 
majority-civilian death toll overall, 
this represents a war on the Pales-
tinian people as a whole.

The invasion of Gaza is the 
bloodiest and most terrifying epi-
sode of that war since 1948. But 
it is an episode, not a standalone 
war, however often the main-
stream media intone that Israel is 

retaliating for Hamas’s cross-border 
attack of 7 October.

The grim reality is that the 
Nakba is an ongoing process. The 
colonisation – theft – of Palestinian 
land by Israel has continued ever 
since 1948.

The British empire was notori-
ous for signing away other people’s 
land the way they did in 1948. For 
Palestinians the blows have kept 
coming, as Israeli governments 
pursue their goal of Greater Israel 
over the decades with further land 
grabs.

Today’s Palestinian territories 
make up just 23 per cent of what 
was Palestine in 1947. That 23 per 
cent is entirely under Israeli control, 
colonised by over 600,000 illegal 
settlers, criss-crossed by Israeli-only 
roads and checkpoints, patrolled 
by Israeli troops, and menaced by 
settler gangs.

The constant expansion of 
the settlements, the steady ethnic 
cleansing of Palestinians from areas 
like East Jerusalem, point to the 
reality that no Israeli government 
yet has been serious about the two-
state solution, a sovereign Palestine 
alongside a sovereign Israel, which 
was promised in 1947. Israel’s 
National Security Minister Itamar 
Ben-Gvir is open in demanding set-
tlement of Gaza by Jews and calling 
for the Palestinian population to be 
forced into emigration.

The starting point for inter-
national solidarity is respect for 

Palestinian self-determination. 
That is denied by a murderous 
Israeli occupation facilitated by 
the support of the US and its allies, 
including Britain.

The world stands with Pal-
estine: the UN general assembly 
overwhelmingly passed a resolution 
calling for recognition of a Palestin-
ian state, with 143 countries voting 
in favour. 

The mass mobilisation for Pal-
estine has opened eyes to the hor-
rifi c character of Israel’s war, one 
reason our government continues to 
do all it can to suppress the move-
ment. The immediate demand is 
peace, but we must also build the 
campaign for justice.

The invasion of Gaza must 
not be one more step towards the 
eventual absorption of all Palestine 

into Israel, but a turning point. 
The global South is awakening, US 
domination of the Middle East is 
waning, and a rising China calls 
for a UN conference on making a 
Palestinian state a reality. We must 
force our rulers to stop sabotaging 
that outcome and start contribut-
ing to it.
Morning Star (edited for space) 

The world stands with Palestine: Philadelphia solidarity rally. Photo: Joe Piette – fl ickr.com (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0)

Tribunal hears from Philippines war crime victims, 
slams US-Marcos hypocrisy

BRUSSELS, BELGIUM: The 
International People’s Tribu-
nal (IPT) on the war crimes 
of the US-backed Duterte and 
Marcos Jr. regimes convened 
on 17 May in Brussels, hearing 
opening statements from the 
tribunal’s prosecution team, 
as well as testimonies from 
expert witnesses and war crime 
victims.

“While the US trumpet their 
support for the ICC’s case against 
Duterte, their concurrent back-
ing and fi nancing of Marcos Jr.’s 
‘counterinsurgency’ programs in the 
Philippines – rife with violations of 
international humanitarian law – 
exposes their blatant hypocrisy on 
human rights. This selective con-
demnation underscores a disturbing 

trend: US backing provides war 
criminals free rein,” said Teddy 
Casino, chairperson of Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan (BAYAN) 
who testifi ed during the tribunal 
as an expert resource person.

Casino referred to the US State 
Department’s recent statement 
supporting Marcos Jr.’s openness 
to the ICC’s investigation on the 
Duterte regime’s ‘drug war.’

The tribunal bore witness to 
cases of red-tagging, extrajudicial 
killings, destruction of indigenous 
schools, massacres, and desecra-
tion of combatant remains com-
mitted by Philippine state forces, 
indicating a continued degrada-
tion of the human rights condi-
tion in the Philippines under the 
US-supported Ferdinand Marcos 

Jr. administration. (‘red-tagging’, 
like red-baiting, means accusa-
tions of communism for purposes 
of persecution)

“In past administrations up 
to the current Marcos regime, 
indigenous Lumad communities 
continue to experience militari-
sation, killings of our relatives, 
destruction of our ancestral lands 
and worsening poverty,” shared wit-
ness Eufemia Cullamat, a Filipina 
farmer and the second Manobo to 
serve on the Philippine House of 
Representatives under the Bayan-
Muna partylist group.

Cullamat’s daughter Jevelyn, 
an unarmed combatant of the New 
People’s Army, was executed by 
the Armed Forces of the Philip-
pines in 2020. Jevelyn’s remains 

were also desecrated by soldiers, 
a war crime under international 
humanitarian law.

“The military paraded Jevelyn’s 
body without mercy and respect. 
They say my daughter died in a 
military encounter with the NPA. 
To prove this, the military arranged 
her body and deliberately placed a 
gun on her chest to show that she 
held it,” Cullamat added.

Presiding juror Lennox Hinds 
– former legal counsel to Nelson 
Mandela – brought the tribunal to 
order after welcome remarks from 
co-convening and endorsing organi-
sations. Notably, lead juror Hines 
confi rmed that no representatives 
of Duterte, Marcos Jr., or the US 
government were present, despite 
a certifi ed service of summons and 

indictment presented by the tribu-
nal’s clerk of court.

Following a reading of the 
indictment abstract for the IPT 
jurors, lead prosecutor Jan Fermon 
noted that “despite President 
Marcos Jr.’s assertions of a depar-
ture from Duterte’s human rights 
record, the reality remains starkly 
similar. Impunity is still prevailing 
as prosecutions for extrajudicial kill-
ings amount to mere token gestures 
in the face of systemic injustice.”

“The verdict of this tribunal 
will empower the Filipino people 
and their allies across the globe 
to demand accountability from 
those responsible for these heinous 
crimes,” added Fermon.”
Migrante Australia of New South 
Wales 

Peace in Ukraine? China’s initiative
William Briggs 

Wars always end. How they end is 
important. 

China has just announced four principles 
that would support peace initiatives. This 
builds on its earlier broad, 12-point proposal 
launched in late 2023 that it hoped would 
be the basis for negotiations.

Russian President Putin, has  applauded 
China’s approach, saying that Beijing pro-
poses “practicable and constructive steps to 
achieve peace by refraining from pursuing 
vested interests and constant escalation of 
tensions, minimising the negative impact of 
the confl ict on the global economy and the 
stability of global value chains.”

According to Putin, China’s four princi-
ples “build on the idea that we need to forego 
the “Cold War mentality,” and ensure indi-
visible security and respect for international 
law and the UN Charter in their entirety and 

interrelation. They could therefore lay the 
groundwork for a political and diplomatic 
process that would take into account Russia’s 
security concerns and contribute to achieving 
a long-term and sustainable peace.”

Putin said that it was unfortunate that 
neither Ukraine nor its Western patrons 
support the initiatives.

This needs to be counterposed with the 
statements of the recent days coming from 
US Secretary of State Antony Blinken. There 
was no hint at negotiation. No hint at seek-
ing a way out of the confl ict, a confl ict that is 
turning against Ukraine and its imperialist 
backers. Instead, there were pledges to ‘stand 
by Ukraine’ whatever the cost.

In a policy speech in Kyiv, Blinken pro-
moted the fi ction that “Russia would not stop 
at Ukraine,” and that the American people 
“understood” the threat from Russia.

He went on to state that “Putin is ramp-
ing up yet another off ensive against Ukraine 

in Kharkiv and across the east, sending 
wave after wave of Russian soldiers, Iranian 
drones, North Korean artillery, and tanks, 
missiles and fi ghter jets built with machines 
and parts supplied by China.”

With these words ringing in his ears, 
a Ukrainian MP has spoken of a coming 
third world war against the ‘axis of evil.’ 
This provocative phrase which has, of late, 
been getting a run in Washington, includes 
Russia, China, the DPRK, and Iran.

Blinken, echoed a favourite phrase of 
Biden, and adapted it to fi t his Ukrainian 
audience. “The bottom line is this: For anyone 
who’s tempted to bet against Ukraine, don’t. 
It would be a big mistake. We’ve heard the 
same thing sometimes about the United 
States. Never a good bet to bet against us; 
never a good bet to bet against Ukraine.”

On one side lies a path to ruin, and the 
vain hope of a defeat of Russia. That path 
sees economic ruin for Russia, ‘reparations’ 

as with the Versailles Treaty and US carpet-
baggers devouring Russian resources. On 
the other side lies a chance of a negotiated 
settlement. At present, such a spirit is lack-
ing on the part of the US and its Ukrainian 
puppet regime.

Lost in the mire of the propaganda war 
has been Russia’s meeting with Ukraine in 
Istanbul in 2022. Russia off ered to take into 
account Ukrainian demands including future 
security issues. Ukraine was amenable to 
the draft document. As Putin stressed in his 
interview, the negotiations collapsed because 
Ukraine’s “Western allies recommended 
that they continue hostilities and apply joint 
eff orts to achieve Russia’s strategic defeat. 
We have never refused to negotiate.”

China’s role as potential peacemaker 
needs to be listened to, not only by Putin, 
but by Biden.

Wars end. How they end is important. 
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The Campaign for International Cooperation 
and Disarmament (CICD) was part of the Inter-
national Meeting of Solidarity with Cuba and 
Anti-imperialism in Havana and Guantanamo 
Bay from 30 April to 6 May. Delegates joined in 
activities organised by the World Peace Coun-
cil and the Cuban Institute of Friendship with 
the Peoples (ICAP). 

These have been days to experience the reality of 
Cuban people who have been facing an unjust, crimi-
nal, and genocidal blockade imposed by the United 
States government. for more than 60 years,

Delegates joined in the celebrations of 1 May in 
Havana, from 4 am to 9:30 am, before celebrating May 
Day at the Cuban Friends house with a delicious lunch.

It was a wonderful life experience. People from 
so many countries all over the world expressed their 
solidarity with Cuba, and this year with the Palestin-
ian people. All the participants were impressed with 
the young people who came to Havana and especially 
the Americans from California, New York, Oklahoma, 
and organisations such as World Beyond War, US 
Peace Council, Black life matters, and many others …

On 2 May 2024, all the WPC organisations attended 
the International Meeting of Solidarity with Cuba and 
against imperialism, which was held at the Havana 
Convention Centre.

It was an unforgettable to see the President of 
Cuba Miguel Diaz-Canel wearing Palestinian keffi  yeh 
and passionately speaking in support of Palestinians. 
There are hundreds of Palestinian students studying 
in Cuba. 

Diaz-Canel said: ‘‘We have told those young people 
that they are also children of Cuba and all Cubans feel 
like fathers and mothers of those young Palestinians 
who study with us, who also share the daily life of the 
Cuban people.’’

The Cuban President made an inspirational speech 
at the closing ceremony and said: ‘‘We distinguish 
the generous eff orts you make to combine solidar-
ity actions with cooperation projects. From here we 
promise that Cuba will continue to raise the fl ags of 
peace, solidarity, and cooperation with the peoples.’’

GUANTÁNAMO BAY, CUBA
Representatives from 26 countries, gathered in the 

province of Guantánamo, Cuba on 4 May 4 to 5 May 
2024, convened by the Cuban Institute of Friendship 
with the Peoples and the World Peace Council for 
Peace and for the Abolition of Foreign Miliary Bases. 

There were a total of 80 representatives and guests 
in attendance from Argentina, Australia, Barbados, 
Brazil, Burundi, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, Puerto 
Rico, Sierra Leone, Sweden, Venezuela, Peru, Cyprus, 
France, Greece, Guyana, Italy, Jordan, Mexico, Norway, 
Nicaragua, Palestine, Spain, and the United States.

The visit also included a visit to Santa Clara, the 
capital of the central Cuban province of Villa Clara, 
known for its revolutionary landmarks. In the city’s 
west, the Che Guevara Mausoleum is the resting place 
of Che Guevara and other fi ghters. It’s crowned by a 
massive bronze statue of the revolutionary leader. The 
adjacent Museo Histórico de la Revolución has arte-
facts and personal eff ects documenting Guevara’s life.

The peace and anti-imperialist activists denounced 
the aggression and interference of Washington, which 
has more than 800 military bases around the world, 
in some cases without the nations’ consent.

Participants called for the closure of all foreign mili-
tary bases, in particular US illegal base in Guantánamo, 
and to return the base to its rightful owners, Cuba.

Speakers also demanded an end to Israel’s genocide 
against the Palestinian people, and the end of weap-
ons and ammunition supplies to Israel and Ukraine.

As part of the meeting, the World Peace Council 
and its allied organisations also called to strengthen 
alliances with the international Cuba solidarity move-
ment in search of a peaceful world.

WORLD PEACE COUNCIL
The regional meeting of the World Peace Council 

was held on 6 May in the city of Santiago de Cuba, 
with the presence of its Executive Secretary, Iraklis 
Tsavdaridis, and the President of the Cuban Institute 
of Friendship with the Peoples (ICAP), Fernando 
González.

The event began with a call for peaceful coexist-
ence, the cessation of the Israeli genocide against the 
Palestinian people, nuclear disarmament, and the 
end of the US economic, fi nancial, and commercial 
blockade of Cuba. 

Fernando González confi rmed that the Caribbean 
Island does not and will never promote terrorism, and 
called on participants and researchers to study and 
speak out regarding cyber warfare and against the 
US campaign to portray the largest of the Antilles as 
a country that sponsors terrorism.

Comrade Iraklis Tsavdaridis expressed the need 
for the leaders of national peace organisations to work 
for the continuity of activism in their countries and 
ensure the renewal of social movements in opposi-
tion to attempts at capitalist recolonisation in Latin 
America.

The session coincided with the 75th anniversary 
of the World Peace Council – 6 May 1949-2024.

Happy 75th Anniversary to the World Peace 
Council!

Viva Cuba and Palestine!
Romina Beitseen travelled to the conference as a 
delegate for the Campaign for International Cooperation 
and Disarmament (CICD), cicd.org.au 

FRANCE: France is looking for some kind of foreign 
involvement in the continuing clashes in New Caledonia. 
First it blamed Azerbaijan, then a French radio station 
claimed that Türkiye is suspected of stirring unrest in New 
Caledonia. “Both Azerbaijan and Türkiye are exploiting the 
Caledonian separatists,” Europe 1 reported. “It is no longer 
a secret for the DGSI [French intelligence], which sees the 
hand of Baku or Ankara behind the Caledonian separatists.” 
While Azerbaijan offi cially rejected the accusations, Türkiye 
has met the claims with a great degree of amusement. 
“Türkiye is a big country. It’s funny to think that Ankara has 
an intention to stir unrest somewhere thousands of kilom-
eters away.” The fact is that France tried to infringe upon 
the Kanak people’s right to self-determination by expanding 
the electorate in such a way that the indigenous population 
stays in minority.

GEORGIA: The US, EU, and NATO have criticised the just-
passed foreign agents bill in Georgia. The US Assistant 
Secretary of State Jim O’Brien even threatened Georgia 
with sanctions for “undermining democracy.” According to 
the bill, Georgian media and NGOs are to register as “pur-
suing the interests of a foreign power” if they receive over 
20 per cent of their funding from overseas. Georgian legis-
lation is very similar to the US’ Foreign Agents Registration 
Act (FARA) which requires individuals acting on behalf of 
foreign governments, organisations or persons foreign to 
the US to register with the Department of Justice (DoJ) and 
to disclose their relationship, activities, receipts, and dis-
bursements in support of their activities. Under the US law, 
such individuals are described as “foreign agents” while the 
FARA Unit of the Counterintelligence and Export Control 
Section (CES) is responsible for the Act’s enforcement. 
Similar laws exist in Australia, Canada, and across the EU.

RUSSIA: “Russia-Islamic World: Kazan Forum” took place 
in Kazan, the capital of Tatarstan region. The Forum’s busi-
ness program covered 12 themes, including international 
cooperation, economy, tourism, business, science, and 
technology, Islamic fi nance and investment, sports, and the 
halal industry. The program included 125 sessions involv-
ing prominent experts from Russia, the Organisation of 
Islamic Cooperation (OIC) member states, and other coun-
tries. The forum hosted an international conference of the 
Russia-Islamic World strategic vision group addressing 
a joint multi-polar world order and safe and sustainable 
development.

UK: Justin Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury has con-
demned the two-child benefi t cap which limits tax credit and 
welfare credits to the fi rst two children in most households. 
The widely-condemned benefi t cap seems aimed at dis-
couraging low income families from having children. Welby 
described the cap as “cruel,” and “neither moral nor neces-
sary” as he urged Prime Minister Rishi Sunak and Labour 
leader Sir Keir Starmer to commit to scrapping it. Sunak 
has committed to keeping the cap if the Tories remain in 
power after the next election, while Starmer has said he’s 
“not changing that policy.”

VATICAN: “The Pope talks about rights, but here we are 
just commodities,” the staff of the Vatican museums wrote 
in their fi rst ever collective complaint. They demanded bet-
ter working conditions and threatened to go to court if their 
demands were not met. The employees, including curators, 
a conservation offi cer, and a bookshop worker have signed 
the statement denouncing the Vatican City governor’s offi ce 
for impairment of their rights. The complaint states that 
workers are systematically required to work overtime for 
less than normal pay, and there are no benefi ts for forced 
downtime.

Global Briefs

International

Cuba hosts 
seminar calling for 
peace, supporting 

Palestine, opposing 
foreign bases

PoemPoem
AUDREY IN TIMEAUDREY IN TIME

The day beginsThe day begins
as the sun ticks upas the sun ticks up

like a red-faced clock.like a red-faced clock.

AudreyAudrey
in time,in time,

at one with time:at one with time:

timetime

zigzig

zagging,zagging,

moving sidewaysmoving sideways

takingtaking

qualitativequalitative

leapsleaps

And all around AudreyAnd all around Audrey
all the animals thatall the animals that

live in timelive in time
converse with each converse with each 

otherother
and with Audrey,and with Audrey,

the wordsthe words
between thembetween them

like an exchange like an exchange 

of smallof small
and mysterious gifts.and mysterious gifts.

Time passingTime passing
like the lightlike the light
that travelsthat travels

through the spacethrough the space
between stars,between stars,

like a river fl owinglike a river fl owing
through dreams,through dreams,
their connectingtheir connecting

tissuetissue
an arcan arc

of energyof energy
rising overrising over

the world’sthe world’s
glowing rimglowing rim
in a greatin a great

circle journey,circle journey,
opening outopening out

the boundariesthe boundaries
of our being.of our being.

Each dayEach day
an unfurlingan unfurling

of new growthof new growth
where paths convergewhere paths converge

and the Earthand the Earth
rises out fromrises out from

its refl ective greennessits refl ective greenness
as the seaas the sea

becomes a metaphorbecomes a metaphor
of the sky.of the sky.

When the day closesWhen the day closes
and the sunand the sun

dips lowdips low
with Audrey’s dinnerwith Audrey’s dinner

waitingwaiting
on its plateon its plate

round as a moon round as a moon 
Audrey calls to the Audrey calls to the 

animalsanimals
“Farewell“Farewell
that’s allthat’s all
the timethe time

there is …there is …

until tomorrow!”until tomorrow!”

THE ENDTHE END
(and at the(and at the
same timesame time

the beginning)the beginning)

Tom PearsonTom Pearson
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William Briggs 

US President Biden has announced a 
range of tariff s on imported Chinese 
goods. It is a decision that will have 
negative implications for the USA’s 
consumers, workers, and the global 
economy. Capitalism is launching a 
new round of economic warfare aimed 
at China. The global economy sinks or 
swims on its capacity to trade. Biden’s 
decision will end up hurting his peo-
ple and global capitalism. It also has 
direct implications for the capacity to 
reduce global emissions and to clean 
the planet. His tariff s are largely aimed 
at imports that directly reduce carbon 
emissions.

The new tariff s are aimed at a range 
of imports from China worth $18 billion. 
These include Chinese steel and aluminium, 
semiconductors, electric vehicles (EVs), 
lithium batteries, critical minerals, solar 
cells, port cranes, and personal protective 
equipment.

Tariff s on Chinese EVs will rise from 
the present 25 per cent to 100 per cent. 
The import tax on Chinese solar cells and 
semiconductors will also double, from 25 
per cent to 50 per cent.

Biden’s dangerous decision elevates 
hypocrisy to statecraft. The tariff s add to 
those put in place by former president Trump. 
When Trump engaged in trade war politics, 
Biden described the move to raise import 
tariff s as a mistake that would inevitably 
lead to price rises. Trump lifted tariff s by 
only 10 per cent!

There are two strings to this new econom-
ic policy. One is set to appeal to a domestic 
audience. Biden is struggling in his election 
campaign. The other is to continue the ‘war 
by any means’ approach against China. What 
remains an absolute priority, regardless of 
cost, is the campaign to limit China’s growth.

Biden pitched the idea as being pro-
worker, or at least, pro-American worker. He 
assembled representatives from businesses 

and unions, and proclaimed that “American 
workers can out-work and out-compete 
anyone as long as the competition is fair, 
but for too long it hasn’t been fair …  We’re 
not going to let China fl ood our market.” 

The second twisted string is his announce-
ment of an intensifi cation of a trade war 
with China. This can so easily end badly. 
In an interview with Bloomberg, Treasury 
Secretary Janet Yellen said that “hopefully, 
we will not see a signifi cant response – but 
it’s always a possibility.” Is the answer, then, 
to simply ‘hope for the best?’ It’s a danger-
ous strategy. 

There is an assumption, not a terribly 
realistic one, that China’s response will be 
muted. The Chinese Foreign Ministry urged 
the US to follow WTO rules and immediately 
cancel new tariff s on Chinese products. Sig-
nifi cantly it promised to take ‘all necessary 
measures to defend Chinese interests.’ 

China’s Foreign Minister, Wang Yi, was 
quick to denounce the American measure. 
He said that America’s ‘relentless crackdown 
measures amounted to typical bullying, 
exposed Washington’s lack of confi dence 
rather than strength, and will not stop China’s 
development.’

Foreign Ministry spokesperson, Wang 
Wenbin, stated that the United States’ 
“unscrupulous eff orts to suppress China 
do not prove US strength, but expose that it 
has lost confi dence and become confused,” 
adding that the tariffs “cannot prevent 
China’s development and revitalisation, but 
will instead inspire the 1.4 billion Chinese 
people to work harder.”

Wang Wenbin also pointed out that 
Biden was maintaining the economic poli-
cies of Trump. The WTO has already ruled 
that these tariff s are in violation of global 
trade rules. He urged the US to “earnestly 
observe WTO rules and immediately cancel 
the additional tariff s.” China will take “all 
measures necessary to defend our rights 
and interests.”

The Chinese are rightly angry at what 
amounts to an act of economic sabotage, if 

not economic war. Signifi cant sections of 
global capital are no less concerned. Manuel 
Menendez, of MCM Group Holdings, whose 
company has long engaged with China made 
the point that “history will show punitive 
tariff s ultimately do not work ... US consum-
ers will pay more and onerous import tariff s 
contribute to infl ation … this announcement 
today sets the stage for a tit-for-tat response 
from China and a more aggressive trade war.”

It has been shown that the trade war, initi-
ated by Trump, harmed the global economy.

Any further escalation can only make 
things worse. US ratings agency Fitch released 
a report that indicated any serious escala-
tion of US tariff s would see GDP shrink by 
as much as 0.8 per cent. They also predict 
that if there was any retaliation, then the 
impact could rise to 1.1 per cent.

Former director of the Institute of World 
Economic Studies at the China Institute 
of Contemporary International Relations, 
Chen Fengying, described the US move as 

a “relatively big blow to the world economy, 
global trade, and international economic 
governance.” He noted that the American 
move simply makes global tensions worse, 
damages global economic confi dence and 
could easily lead to an increase in confl ict 
and division.

According to International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) reports, there are indications 
of a slow global economic recovery. The 
emphasis is on slow. US GDP growth rates 
are predicted to be about 2.7 per cent. The 
global rate is set to be around 3.2 per cent, 
and China’s about 5 per cent for this year. 
The IMF has a habit of revising its predictions 
and this is usually a downward revision. The 
economy is inevitably brittle.

This makes Biden’s tariff  attack a reck-
less one. In a desperate bid to maintain US 
global hegemony and to capture a second 
term in the White House, he is prepared to 
commit economic sabotage. 

Biden anti-China tariffs 
threaten global economy

50th anniversary of British state terrorism 
attack upon the Irish people in 1974

Statement from the Communist Party of Ireland/Páirtí Cumannach na hÉireann

What is … ?
What is a class? Am I in one?

A class can be a social class, determined by who your parents 
are and/or what they do. For Communists, someone’s class is 
decided by the source of a person’s income, and their relation 
to labour and the means of production. Lenin said that classes 

are “large groups of people differing from each other by the 
place they occupy in a historically determined system of social 

production, by their relation ... to the means of production.”
So yes, you’re in a class. The class you’re in 

is a part of your objective reality. 

The Communist Party of Ire-
land/Páirtí Cumannach na 
hÉireann once again expresses 
solidarity with families of the 
victims of the Dublin-Mon-
aghan bombings in 1974 on 
this day the 50th anniversary 
of those bombing that mur-
dered 33 and injured 300 of 
our fellow citizens, leaving 
many families and individuals 
scarred for life both emotion-
ally and physically. 

The bombing was carried under 
the direction and coordination of 
British State Military Intelligence 

using its proxy loyalist para-mili-
taries on this occasion as the Ulster 
Volunteer Force(UVF). 

Three bombs were exploded on 
two very busy Dublin streets at a 
time when thousands of working 
people were shopping or going 
home from work. The Third Dublin 
bomb explored near Kildare St. The 
Monaghan bomb was detonated in 
the heart of the town. 

The then Irish government, 
a coalition of Fine Gael and the 
Labour Party was one of the most 
reactionary pro-imperialist govern-
ments produced by the Irish ruling 

class. At the time of the attack the 
Irish government was instituting a 
regime of repression against Repub-
licans and all those who expressed 
solidarity with the people in the six 
counties. The Irish governments 
published the Barron Report into 
the bombings in 2003 exposed 
the shambolic nature of the Garda 
Síochána's investigation into what 
was a terrorist attack on the Irish 
state, directed by the British State. 

The British State attack was a 
message to the Irish government 
and to the Irish people of the likely 
consequences of any support or 

solidarity with the nationalists in 
the 6 counties.

The British continue to block 
and prevaricate in regard to sup-
plying all materials in relation to 
these events. It was in the British 
state interests to bomb Dublin and 
Monaghan 50 years ago and it still 
in its interests to block any further 
exposure of this state directed 
crime. The British state has pro-
tected and continues to protect all 
those who planned and carried out 
the bombings. 

At a time when the Irish ruling 
class wants closer links with NATO, 

it should be remembered that Brit-
ain was then, and remains one of 
the most aggressive members of 
NATO. The attack shows that Brit-
ain doesn’t care for Irish democracy, 
neutrality and sovereignty. The 
British state then as now continues 
to protect its interests, interfering 
in the aff airs of the Irish people. 
The lesson of history must be 
learned by each generation that 
British imperialism does not have 
friends but only interests to serve 
and pursue. 

Photo: Chuttersnap – Freerange Stock. (C00)

Fight for the Future
This booklet by Hannah Middleton 

is a call to action to save our planet and humanity

Order your copy today! $10 including p&p
Online: cpa.org.au/product/fi ght-for-the-future/ 

Email: info@cpa.org.au with credit card details

Write to: CPA books, 74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
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Special Budget edition!
Savings
Jim Chalmers says he’s found $27.9 billion in savings. When 
you or I make savings, it means we’ve spent less on our-
selves. When treasurers make savings, other people get 
cuts.

Reprioritisations
Some Weasel words are coined because people want to say 
the same thing twice so it looks like they’re doing more. Jim 
Chalmers talks about ‘savings and reprioritisations’ so we’ll 
think he’s doing a very smart and diffi cult thing. What he is 
doing is spending more on the military and less on unem-
ployed people and the NDIS – not smart, also not diffi cult 
(for Labor, that is. It’s diffi cult for people on JobSeeker, Youth 
Allowance, and the NDIS).

Investment
An oldie but a goodie for weasel word fans; ‘investment’ is 
just spending dressed up, like when politicians visit a build-
ing site and put on a safety vest and a hard hat so it looks 
like they’re workers. Real investments bring a return of some 
kind. Labor is ‘investing’ our money in militarisation and fossil 
fuels. Militarisation will give us a less safe but poorer Aus-
tralia, money put into fossil fuels will return heatwaves, crop 
failure, and bushfi res. It’d be better if they ‘invested’ the mon-
ey in lottery tickets.

No new money
Extra-weaselly attempt by Labor to weasel out of any con-
sequences for their kill-the-planet gas strategy. They’re not 
giving ‘new money’ to the fossil fuel industry because they’ve 
given so much to it already. It’s like someone with six vodka 
and cokes inside them, and a bottle of Scotch under their arm 
promising you they won’t buy any more alcohol that night. 

Responsible
As night follows day, the release of a budget is followed by 
the treasurer calling it ‘responsible’. This means that they’re 
not wasting any money on the homeless or people with dis-
abilities, but are going ahead with tax cuts for the rich, and 
nuclear-powered submarines for the US. 

Unavoidable (spending)
Not much is really unavoidable for the Australian government. 
They can raise or lower taxes, abolish GST, raise JobSeek-
er and Youth Allowance to above the poverty line, build fast 
trains, you name it! They’re the government.
However, government like getting out of responsibility for 
unpopular decisions, hence ‘unavoidable.’ If something is 
unavoidable, it’s not anyone’s fault. This year, the term is 
treasurer Jim Chalmers’ way of apologising to right-wing 
newspapers for spending any money on the non-rich.

Magic pudding spending
The Magic Pudding is a classic Australian children’s story 
about an infi nitely renewing pudding, who’s always angry with 
everyone. Opposition Leader Peter Dutton is a bit like the 
Magic Pudding only without the charm. Also he doesn’t feed 
anyone and, unlike the Magic Pudding, loves using racism for 
political advantage. Okay, they’re not very similar.
Anyway, Dutton has pretended that he’s furious about “Magic 
Pudding spending” because in the real world you can’t just 
throw money around without saying where it’s coming from. 
Unless it’s for his imaginary nuclear reactors. They’re going 
to pay for themselves in some totally unexplainable way, just 
like a magic pudding.
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France had promised to send 
troops to Kanaky (New Caledo-
nia) after a state of emergen-
cy was declared in the French 
Island Territory amid violent 
mass riots – triggered by Par-
is-backed changes to local vot-
ing rights.

The French government has 
deployed military units to New 
Caledonia amid continuing civil 
unrest in the French South Pacifi c 
territory.

The troops will back up police 
efforts to secure ports and the 
main airport in the capital. French 
President Emmanuel Macron has 
declared a state of emergency to 
last at least 12 days.

Mayhem swept the French 
island territory after France’s 
parliament passed a new law, a 
Paris-proposed constitutional 
amendment granting voting rights 
to French citizens who have lived 
in the overseas province of France 
for at least 10 years.

Declaring that restricting the 
voting franchise to indigenous 
Kanaks and citizens who lived in 
the territory before the accord was 
“undemocratic,” French Home 
Affairs and Overseas minister 
Gérald Darmanin tabled the bill 
to extend voting rights to residents 
arriving from mainland France.

Critics of the legislation includ-
ing the Kanak and Socialist National 
Liberation Front (FLNKS) imme-
diately pointed to the risk of the 
indigenous population becoming 
“marginalised,” with the new law 
cutting their political representa-
tion in local institutions such as 
provincial assemblies and the local 
parliament.

Clashes erupted once the law 
was passed, with public build-
ings and cars torched. There have 
been reports of gunfi re exchanged 
between rioters and civil defense 
groups and an attempted prison 
break-out.

Hundreds of people, including 
around 100 police and gendarmes, 
have been injured. At least six 
people have reportedly died in 
the violence gripping Noumea, 
including a gendarme. A curfew 
was declared and TikTok banned. 
FLNKS has condemned the vio-
lence, urging dialogue to resolve 
the crisis.

In another twist to the develop-
ments, France was urged to “stop a 
smear campaign” against Azerbai-
jan after Gerard Darmanin alleged 

links between Baku and the leaders 
of the independence movement of 
New Caledonia during an interview 
with France-2.

Azerbaijani Foreign Minis-
try spokesman Aykhan Hajizad 
emphatically rejected the claim 
and condemned the French side’s 
“insulting expressions.”

WHY NEW 
CALEDONIA 
MATTERS

There are several underlying 
causes of the current crisis in New 
Caledonia.

Firstly, New Caledonia’s natural 
wealth. New Caledonia ranks third 
among the top nickel producers, 
boasting around 11 per cent of the 
world’s total nickel reserves. This 
highly versatile metal is a crucial 
component in the transition to 
electric vehicles. New Caledonia 
produced 193,800 tons of nickel 
in 2023 out of 3.3 million tonnes 
globally.

Secondly, New Caledonia is one 
of fi ve island territories straddling 
the Indo-Pacifi c region that France 
wishes to keep control over. It is 
located at the heart of the geopo-
litically important maritime region 
witnessing heightened jostling for 
infl uence.

New Caledonia as viewed by 
France as a regional hub to imple-
ment its Indo-Pacific strategy, 
relying on its military presence on 
the island.

The New Caledonian Armed 
Forces (FANC) have three army 
bases, the Pointe Chalaix Naval 
Base, and Air Force and Naval 
Aviation based at the Paul Klein Air 
Base. In 2022 France announced 

it would increase its military sur-
veillance potential in the Pacifi c by 
building a new docking quay at the 
Chaleix naval base.

Continuing to retain its grasp 
on New Caledonia can be seen as 
central to Macron’s ambitions of 
boosting French infl uence in the 
Indo-Pacifi c.

The developments in New Cal-
edonia also come as Macron has 
been seeking to recover his repu-
tational losses over the debacle in 
France’s former African colonies.

New Caledonia’s political 
future remains uncertain. The 
pro-France outcome of the 2021 
referendum, was rejected by all 
independence parties including 
the oldest – the Union Calédo-
nienne (UC) – which boycotted 
it. French loyalists have claimed 
that existing voting restrictions 
exclude thousands of potentially 
pro-France voters.

With local elections looming 
in May, French Interior Minister 
Gérald Darmanin indicated the 
need for a solution – which came 
in the form of the constitutional 
amendment on voting rights. But 
this needed to be pushed through 
in time for the May vote, off ering 
up a “broader electorate.”

The president of then New Cal-
edonian Congress, elected under 
previous rules, is Louis Mapou 
– an indigenous Kanak. The con-
gress also has a pro-independence 
majority.

Emmanuel Macron has delayed 
ratifying the amendment, allowing 
for negotiations with representa-
tives of the French territory in Paris, 
but has set a deadline of June for a 
settlement to be reached.
Sputnik 

Why can’t Macron 
afford to lose 

Kanaky?

New Caledonia (small islands magnifi ed). Photo: TUBS (CC BY-SA 3.0)
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The slaughter in Gaza goes on. The lies, 
distortions and hypocrisy from Israel 
and its allies go on. The anniversary 
of Nakba, the catastrophe of dispos-
session on 15 May 1948 has been and 
gone, been commemorated as never 
before in all countries. An overwhelm-
ing number of states now share a desire 
to recognise Palestine. 

US BACKING
US President Biden made a great show of 

declaring that Israel must show a degree of 
“compassion” as it continues its fi lthy work 
in Gaza. He made a show of announcing 
that some weapons would not be delivered 
to Israel. Days after that statement came the 
news that a new shipment, worth US$1 bil-
lion would soon be on its way to the Israeli 
military so that the genocide can go ahead. 
The package, will include $700 million in 
tank ammunition, $500 million in tactical 
vehicles, and $60 million in mortar rounds. 
This is on top of the billions of dollars of 
military aid already approved.

Netanyahu, in a press conference, spoke 
of his 40-year relationship with Biden and 
that there had been times when they have 
had disagreements. He spoke warmly of a 
relationship that could withstand diff erences. 
The strength of this relationship is being 
played out in a most obvious way.

Any disagreements between the two 
regimes are really quite slight. They certainly 
do not get in the way of a close alignment of 
ideology and of strategy. Israel understands 
that they can rely on the USA to commit what-
ever crime it considers necessary. Biden has 
reiterated his “ironclad” support for Israel. 

Netanyahu and his military spokespeo-
ple have stated that with or without any 
additional hardware from the USA, they 
have the capacity to destroy what is left of 
Gaza, the West Bank, and to threaten, bomb 
and terrorise Lebanon and Syria. They have 
nothing to fear about the solidarity of their 
ally or a lack of new weapons.

NO ESCAPE
Israel’s murderous campaign in Gaza 

has seen hundreds of thousands of civilians 
driven out of Rafah to the north of Gaza. They 
are trying to fi nd shelter amid the rubble 
of Israel’s earlier bombardments. There is 
no safe place. A simultaneous assault was 
launched in both Rafah and in Jabalia in the 
north. An already traumatised and shattered 
population are moving both north and south 
in a vain attempt to escape the slaughter.

While all this continues, the bourgeois 
media carry stories of a temporary dock 
built by US military forces that allows aid 
shipments to enter Gaza. It provides some 
assistance but, more importantly for the 
United States’ propaganda machine, it pro-
vides good pictures. Less photogenic images 
come from across the border, inside Israel. 
There have been attacks, by extreme right-
wing Israelis on aid shipments. Trucks have 
been ransacked and their cargo destroyed.

While the Nakba was being commemo-
rated, hundreds of extremist Israeli settlers 
attacked the Al Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. 

They raised the Israeli fl ag over the mosque, 
while Israeli soldiers stood by.

OPPOSITION GROWS
As Lenin says “There are decades where 

nothing happens; and there are weeks where 
decades happen.” The people of Palestine 
have always had the support of progressive 
people around the world, but the movement 
for change and for liberation has assumed 
an almost universal character. 

This universal movement is seen on the 
streets, on university campuses and on the 
fl oor of the United Nations. Governments 
have been forced to acknowledge the right 
of Palestinian statehood.

Despite the rhetoric; that to speak against 
Israel is an expression of antisemitism, and 
despite the same arguments that anti-Zionism 
is antisemitism by another name, the truth 
is sweeping all before it.

The heroic actions of thousands of stu-
dents around the world who are occupying 
university campuses are linked with nation-
states demanding justice for Palestine. 
Students are refusing to be bowed, despite 
threats against their continued student-
status and to future careers. For them, the 
issue is a defi ning one. For those arrested on 
pickets protesting Israeli ships, the issue is 
a defi ning one. For all people of conscience, 
the issue is a defi ning one.

INTERNATIONAL LAW
A letter co-signed by the governments 

of Australia, South Korea, New Zealand, the 
Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden and Finland 
has been sent to the Netanyahu government. 
It also carries the signatures of six G7 states: 
UK, France, Canada, Germany, Italy, and 
Japan. There is, of course, one G7 member 
that did not put pen to paper, but that coun-
try is the US, the imperialist armourer and 
quartermaster of Israel .

The letter demands that Israel must 
comply with international law in Gaza and 
address the devastating humanitarian crisis 
in the Palestinian enclave. It will have no 
meaning for Israel. It is impervious to even 
universal condemnation. The signatories to 
the letter have not changed their political or 
economic spots, but they are increasingly 
aware of the turning of the tide of global 
opinion.

South Africa, among the fi rst nations 
in the world to take a principled stance, 
continues to make its case. A hearing in the 
International Court of Justice has been told 
that the Palestinian people face ‘annihilation.’ 
South Africa has called for the court to impose 
emergency measures to protect Rafah, and 
to insist that Israel allow unimpeded access 
for UN offi  cials, aid organisations, journal-
ists, and investigators.

Speaking to the court, South Africa’s legal 
representative, Vaughan Lowe, stated that 
Israel’s declared aim of “wiping Gaza from 
the map is about to be realised … evidence 
of appalling crimes and atrocities is literally 
being destroyed and bulldozed, in eff ect 
wiping the slate clean for those who’ve com-
mitted these crimes and making a mockery 
of justice.”

Israel’s response was to declare South 

Africa to be the political and propaganda 
arm of Hamas!

ISOLATED
Israel, isolated in the world, save for its 

most lethal of allies, the USA, and a handful 
of America’s client states, continues with 
its genocidal campaign. It is banking on 
being able to ethnically cleanse Gaza and 
then the West Bank, to build a fortress 
state. It evokes a racist ideology that sees a 
‘Greater Israel,’ stretching from the Jordan 
River to the Mediterranean and free of Pal-
estinians. However, history is marching in 
a diff erent direction. The writing is on the 
wall for such regimes. The days of colonial 
expansion and dislocation of populations 

are coming to an end. Netanyahu, attend-
ing a Memorial Day ceremony, proclaimed 
the ‘war’ against Hamas was a struggle to 
secure Israel’s ‘existence, liberty, security, 
and prosperity … Our war of independence 
is not over yet.’

While Netanyahu looks for ‘prosperity,’ 
many thousands more innocent lives will 
be lost. What Netanyahu cannot see, what 
Biden cannot see, is that things are chang-
ing. The people of the world, in their millions 
are changing. 

Palestine stands as a symbol for all strug-
gling people. Palestine will win. The people 
are no longer afraid, and that is what strikes 
fear into the wretched souls of the Bidens 
and Netanyahus of this world. 

International

Communist Party of Australia

Head Offi ce (Sydney)
74 Buckingham St, 
Surry Hills, NSW 2010
phone: 02 9699 8844
email: info@cpa.org.au

General Secretary
Andrew Irving
andrew@cpa.org.au

Party President
Vinnie Molina 
president@cpa.org.au
Media  guardian@cpa.org.au

amr@cpa.org.au

www.cpa.org.au      cpa@cpa.org.au
 Canberra act@cpa.org.au PO Box 35 Dickson ACT 2602
 Darwin Vinnie Molina darwin@cpa.org.au 0419 812 872
 Melbourne  Andrew Irving cpavic@cpa.org.au

Box 3 Trades Hall, Lygon St, Carlton Sth, Vic 3053
 NSW State Comm Christian Goopy nsw@cpa.org.au 02 9699 8844
  74 Buckingham St, Surry Hills, NSW 2010
 Perth  Elly Hulm perth@cpa.org.au 0421 113 343

PO Box 98, North Perth, WA 6906
 Qld State Comm  0499 476 540 qld@cpa.org.au
 SA State Comm  sa@cpa.org.au 0411 805 356 PO Box 56, Royal Park, SA 5014
 Tasmania Andrew Irving tas@cpa.org.au 03 9639 1550

Israel’s slaughter goes on.
Opposition grows.

Palestinian rally, Boorloo/Perth 18 May 2024. Photo: Vinnie Molina

Egypt to join ICJ genocide case 
against Israel

Egypt, which normally keeps quiet on matters to do with Israel, has formally 
joined the case against Israel in the International Court of Justice (ICJ).

The Egypt Ministry of Foreign Affairs said in a statement that the decision 
“comes in light of the worsening severity and scope of Israeli attacks against 

Palestinian civilians in the Gaza Strip, and the continued perpetration of 
systematic practices against the Palestinian people, including direct targeting 

of civilians and the destruction of infrastructure in the Strip, and pushing 
Palestinians to fl ee.”

It has also been reported in Al Jazeera that both Colombia and Turkey have 
formally requested to join the case.

In January, the ICJ found, in an interim ruling, that there was a plausible risk 
of genocide in Gaza. It ordered Israel to take provisional measures including 

preventing genocidal acts from taking place. 
The USA has condemned the South African case against Israel, calling it 

“meritless” and “counterproductive.” Israel has ignored the provisional ruling.


