
William Briggs

Two events have damned Israel’s gen-
ocidal campaign and further exposed 
the criminal role of the United States 
in supporting the slaughter in Gaza. 
The decision of the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) to issue arrest 
warrants for Israeli Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and Defence Minister Gal-
lant as war criminals, guilty of crimes 
against humanity, should be applauded. 
The decision by Ireland, Norway, and 
Spain to offi  cially recognise Palestine 
as a sovereign state sends a message 
of solidarity to Palestinians and to all 
people of good will.

DOING THE RIGHT THING
The decision of the three EU member-

states is hardly a radical act. More than 140 
of the 193 UN member states have voted in 
support of full Palestinian admission. It is still  
an important step. The logic and symbolism 
behind the action by Ireland, Norway, and 
Spain was neatly summed up by Irish Prime 
Minister, Simon Harris when he said that 
“there is never a wrong time to do the right 
thing.” He pointed out that “a comprehen-
sive peace settlement now seems, in many 
ways, further away than it has ever been … 
We believe you can’t say you’re in favour of 
a two-state solution and not recognise the 
very existence of two states.”

Both the decision by the three EU states 
and the ruling by the ICC were met with viru-
lent opposition from Israel and its American 
paymaster.

The American president has often spoken 
in the abstract of his support for a two-state 
solution but refuses to accept the will of the 
vast majority of humanity. He says that a 
Palestinian state should be realised through 
“direct negotiations between the parties, not 
through unilateral recognition.” With one 
side refusing to even consider a Palestinian 
state, then such a proposition is tantamount 
to giving the green light to perpetual occupa-
tion, and apartheid.

Biden was quick to voice strident criti-
cism of the ICC’s ruling and made the outra-
geous claim that what is happening in Gaza 
is not genocide. To make sure there was 
no confusion, he added that “We reject the 
ICC’s application for arrest warrants against 
Israeli leaders.”

America’s staunchest allies wrung their 
hands but didn’t do much. Germany said it 
was a matter that required further dialogue. 
France said conditions had not yet been met. 
France summed up the mealy-mouthed 
response of America and Israel’s supporters 
by saying that now is “not the right time” 
to act, and that by doing nothing they were 
somehow performing a “diplomatic” in the 
service of establishing a two-state solution.

STEP UP, ALBANESE
Australia, which took a step and voted for 

recognition of Palestine in the UN General 
Assembly, but needs to take another step 
and join with Ireland, Norway, and Spain. 
Now is the time for the Albanese govern-
ment to listen to the Irish Prime Minister, 
and to accept that there is never a wrong 
time to do the right thing. The Australian 
Prime Minister said it was “inappropriate 

to comment.” This is an inexcusable posi-
tion to adopt.

Israel’s denunciations of the decision 
were predictable enough. There was an irony 
in this. Israel railed at the ICC for what they 
called a false “moral equivalence,” when the 
Court also indicted three leaders of Hamas. 
Israel, unwittingly, made a valid point. The 
seven-month slaughter, the 35,000 dead, 
the bombing, the destruction of hospitals 
and schools, the starvation of children, the 
killing of aid workers and journalists, cannot 
be considered in any way equivalent to any-
thing the Palestinian resistance has done.

ATROCITIES CONTINUE
Israel has eff ectively cut off  aid to Gaza. 

Catherine Russell, Director of UNICEF, has 
again warned that children are increasingly 
facing death from hunger and dehydration.

Fuel supplies are running out. This means 

electricity to what remains of Gaza’s hospital 
and health system will be cut off . Tens of 
thousands of families, displaced from Rafah, 
are now living among the rubble.

When these atrocities are called war 
crimes, the war criminals denounce those 
who legitimately apportion blame. Israel’s 
response was swift. They attacked the 
integrity of the Court, attacked the states 
who have recognised Palestine, and with-
drew ambassadors. Itamar Ben-Gvir, the 
extremist minister for National Security, 
made a provocative, but telling, visit to the 
Al Aqsa Mosque where he declared that 
the site “belongs only to the state of Israel. 
We will not even allow a statement about a 
Palestinian state.”

Continued on page 2
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The Communist Party of 
Australia condemns in the 
strongest possible terms Wash-
ington’s latest campaign of 
hypocrisy and contradictory 
misinformation. On 15 May 
2024 US Secretary of State, 
Anthony Blinken issued a 
report listing nations that 
“do not fully cooperate with 
the United States’ antiterror-
ist eff orts.”

Cuba was not part of the list, 
but the US unjustly keeps Cuba 
as a “state sponsor of terrorism.”  
Cuba, a victim of terrorism, does 
not support terrorism in any way, 
shape or form.

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia stands in solidarity with Cuba 

and its government at this diffi  cult 
time in which the strengthened 
blockade aff ects every single Cuban 
family.

The inclusion of Cuba on the 
spurious US list of countries who 
allegedly sponsor terrorism has the 
aim of isolating Cuba and its people 
from the US controlled fi nancial 
system. It amounts to collective 
punishment and economic war.

President Biden despite his 
electoral promises has not done 
anything to repeal the 243 coercive 
measures introduced by President 
Trump’s Executive orders. President 
Biden has the executive power to 
remove them. 

In a recent visit to Cuba by our 
party president, we demanded the 

end of the criminal US blockade 
and the removal of Cuba from the 
US list of countries sponsors of 
terrorism. 

The entire world supports the 
demand for the United States of 
America to let Cuba live!

Stop the US misinformation 
campaign!

Down with the US blockade 
on Cuba!

Cuba off  the list!
Communist Party 

of Australia
International Department

23 May 2024

Hiding behind 
Dutton’s nuclear 

idiocy
Opposition leader Peter Dutton is sticking by nu-

clear energy for Australia as though it’s a real policy. 
The idea has been described as “idiotic”, as well as a 
time-wasting distraction. Dutton’s plan is all of those 
things, but it’s worse than that.

Here’s what’s wrong with the plan in a nutshell. It 
would take a lot of time to build. That’s time we don’t 
have because Climate Change is upon us right now. It 
would cost – so much money, that we’d have to pay for 
it either with higher taxes or a hefty levy on our power 
bills. Dutton’s line is that nuclear power would have 
to pay for itself, but he knows it can’t do that. The last 
US reactor to be built lost a fortune and is being paid 
for by an indefi nite levy on the power bills of everyone 
in the state where it was built. If Australia tried to 
build nuclear, the costs would be worse and the times 
would be longer because this country doesn’t have the 
experience of building large-scale nuclear reactors.

Peter Dutton knows all this – at least he should. He 
was part of a government from 2013 to 2022. That’s 
enough time to get started on a few nuclear reactors if 
it’s such a good idea. The last government had access 
to authoritative reports showing that nuclear would 
be insanely expensive, and that massive investment 
in renewable energy would be a much better path to 
both lower carbon emissions and lower power bills. 
If Dutton doesn’t know all this, it’s because he doesn’t 
want to know. Dutton did nothing about nuclear then. 
The Abbott, Turnbull, and Morrison governments he 
served in didn’t want to go near the issue.

Nuclear is popular with the people who like it in 
this country because of what is not. Nuclear isn’t re-
newable energy, and it’s not eff ective action on carbon 
emissions. That’s why Dutton likes it. 

Characteristically, Dutton has attacked the CSIRO, 
rather than respond to the substantial points they’ve 
made about nuclear. He has to do that because he has 
no answer to the facts about costs, safety, and the 
feasibility of building any kind of nuclear reactor.

It’s not that nuclear power does nothing. What it 
does is suck up enormous amounts of time and money 
that would otherwise be spent on decarbonising our 
economy. Nuclear is a delaying tactic. That’s why a lot 
of people who are enthusiastic about nuclear absolutely 
loathe renewable energy and the idea of closing down 
coal and gas power in Australia.

While everyone knows about the dangers of nuclear 
power when it goes wrong, there’s another danger that 
needs attention. Nuclear is helping fossil fuel compa-
nies harm Australians right now. How? By providing 
an alibi to Anthony Albanese’s government and its 
eff orts to prolong the use of coal and gas. Unlike Peter 
Dutton, Anthony Albanese is in government right now. 
He can hurt us now, instead of promising to heat the 
planet later, the way Dutton does.

Albanese is harming every Australian in at least 
two ways. Firstly by putting serious amounts of our 
money into Carbon Capture and Storage – a technology 
that promises to suck carbon out of the atmosphere, 
but only succeeds in sucking enormous amounts of 
cash out of governments, while prolonging the life of 
harmful fossil fuel extraction and use.

The Labor government is also harming Australians 
by promoting gas extraction and usage. Albanese has 
continued the Liberal-National government’s pattern 
of allowing corporations to export Australian gas for 
almost nothing, then pretending that there’s a loom-
ing gas shortage which justifi es more gas extraction.

Dutton’s nuclear nonsense is another reason to not 
vote Liberal come next Federal election. Albanese’s 
CCS and Gas Strategies are reasons to campaign right 
now. 
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CPA statement in solidarity with Cuba

No to Washington’s 
hypocrisy and 
misinformation

Israeli war crimes
Continued from page 1

The three European nations that have angered 
Israel are clear in their support for the concept of 
a two-state solution. This is in line with the United 
Nations and remains the policy of the Palestinian 
Authority. Netanyahu, in a televised statement, once 
more referred to Palestine as Judea and Samaria, 
evoking the language of the extremists, the settlers, 
all those who deny the rights of the Palestinian people 
a homeland.

The response, regardless of its rhetoric and sym-
bolism, was also a bloody one. The attacks on Gaza 
became more brutal. The deprivations became more 
appalling.

US SUPPORT
It must always be remembered that this genocide, 

this slaughter of innocents, can only be carried out 
with the support of the United States.

Secretary of State Blinken fi nally buried any 
pretence that the American response was anything 
other that blanket support for Israel. At the Senate 
Appropriations Committee hearing in Washington, 
Republican Lindsey Graham cut to the chase when 
attacking the ICC especially as it might relate to other 
war criminal states, like the USA. His concern was 
that prosecuting Israel might be the tip of an iceberg. 
“If they do this to Israel, we will be next.” Horrifi ed 
at the idea of the US facing consequences for war 
crimes, Graham asked Blinken to support sanctions 
on the International Criminal Court for doing its job. 
He called the ICC verdict an “outrage against Israel.”

Blinken replied, “I welcome working with you on 
that.” Some in the Biden administration have sought to 

minimise the harm of that remark. Graham seemed to 
see no ambiguity, calling Blinken’s statement “terrifi c.”

Implicit in Blinken’s exchange was the hint that 
the US might support some form of sanctions against 
the ICC. Lindsey Graham and Blinken have an ally 
here in Australia. Opposition leader Peter Dutton, 
has called for Australia to cut ties with the ICC and 
has urged other nations to follow suit. This found 
immediate favour with Israel. Ron Dermer, Israel’s 
Strategic Aff airs Minister and an ‘observing member’ 
of Israel’s War Cabinet remarked that “I didn’t know 
the head of your opposition had said that. I applaud 
him for doing it.”

Public opinion is clearly against the likes of Graham 
and Blinken and reactionaries like Peter Dutton. 
Biden can continue facilitating Israeli genocide, but 
they stand, isolated and damned before the world.

The two Israeli leaders who have had arrest war-
rants served by the ICC prosecutor are responsible 
for the deaths of tens of thousands, the traumatisa-
tion of an entire population, the destruction of hope 
and the chance of anything resembling a normal life. 
Netanyahu has referred to Palestinians as “monsters.” 
Gallant speaks of Palestinians as “human animals.” 
Biden’s hands are no less bloodstained. His rhetoric 
might be less sickening but the intent is the same.

Biden speaks not merely about defending one or 
two war criminals, but of standing with Israel and 
off ering an ironclad guarantee of support. Netanyahu 
may be the worst of individuals but he remains a 
symbol of a country as part of an entire political and 
economic structure that is imperialism. Behind him 
stand other equally brutal tyrants. 
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Climate Failure: Eraring 
Power Station to stay open

The Climate Council has 
labelled the NSW govern-
ment’s decision to keep Aus-
tralia’s largest coal-fi red power 
station operating well past its 
scheduled 2025 closure date a 
failure of climate leadership.

Climate Councillor and Econ-
omist Nicki Hutley said: “This 
decision is a triple failure: it fails 
policy, it fails climate leadership, 
and it fails to protect the health 
and wellbeing of communities 
across NSW and the nation. As 
NSW residents endure worsening 
climate impacts – like the Black 
Summer bushfi res and last year’s 
Great Deluge – driven by climate 

pollution, the state and federal 
governments have failed to build 
enough clean energy to ensure this 
coal clunker closes on time.

“As a result, every NSW tax-
payer will bear the fi nancial burden 
of this decision, which undermines 
climate targets for both NSW and 
Australia and delays the shift to 
cleaner, lower cost energy.”

Head of Policy and Advocacy 
at the Climate Council, Dr Jennifer 
Rayner, said: “The science is clear: 
every tonne of coal burned pushes 
us closer to climate disaster. The 
latest analysis from the energy 
market operator shows solar, wind, 
and storage projects in the pipeline 

can more than meet the electricity 
needs of every home and business 
in NSW.

“Keeping the coal fi res burning 
at Eraring sends the wrong message 
when urgent action is needed to 
fi ght the climate crisis. This must 
never happen again – in NSW or 
any other state. Governments must 
now throw everything at accelerat-
ing the shift to renewable energy 
sources like wind and solar. This 
will create new clean energy jobs, 
help lower power bills and, most 
importantly, tackle the climate 
crisis.”
Climate Council 

People’s budget
Working class solutions

Anna Pha

The 2024-25 Budget threw crumbs 
to workers, their families, the unem-
ployed, and the environment while 
lining the pockets of fossil fuel cor-
porations and the military-industrial 
complex.

The following are proposed priorities 
– political and ideological – that serve the 
interests of the working class. Substantial 
structural changes are required, especially to 
spending on social services, the tax system, 
the environment, and the military, as well 
as a program of nationalisation and price 
controls.

SOCIAL SERVICES
The cruellest aspect of the budget was 

the government’s refusal to lift JobSeeker 
and the Youth Allowance above the poverty 
line, or to give pensioners and carers a real 
increase in their income. These payments 
must be lifted to above the poverty line and 
maintained at that level. 

Housing is one of the main contributors 
to the cost of living crisis along with infl a-
tion. An increase of up to $9.40 in rental 
assistance hardly touches the surface of 
soaring rents. The housing crisis has two 
key aspects: shortages and unaff ordability. 
Cutting international student numbers will 
not solve the problem but it will harm the 
economy. In 2023 international students 
were worth $36.4 billion to Australia. 

Instead of focusing on subsidising 
developers to assist home buyers and build 
private rental accommodation, the govern-
ment should embark on a massive program 
of building public housing. Rent controls 
are needed.

Healthcare is another major contributor 
to the cost of living crisis. Medicare needs a 
complete overhaul with universal bulkbilling 
for GPs, specialists, pathology, dental, and 
mental health, and other services such as 
MRIs and X-rays.

Public hospitals are chronically under-
staff ed and under-resourced. The Common-
wealth should return to funding 50 per cent 
of the public hospital budget in an agreement 
with the states and territories.

Planning and training of additional 
health professionals is needed to overcome 
shortages.

Universities are being criminally starved 
of funds, experiencing an explosion in 
insecure work and rampant wage theft. 
They rely largely on foreign students and 
corporate funding, in particular weapons 
manufacturers, undermining their capacity 
for independent research and free speech.

TAFE has taken a hit, with dodgy pri-
vate operators moving into the vocational 
education sector.

Post secondary education fees (HELP 

and HECS) are a burden, and a disincentive 
to pursuing higher education. The Whitlam 
Labor government abolished fees in the 
mid-1970s, and the Hawke-Keating Labor 
government reintroduced them. They should 
be abolished along with fees for early child-
hood education and care.

Funding for legal aid, women’s and chil-
dren’s services and the disabled should be 
increased to meet needs.

There is no money for progressing Treaty 
and little for Indigenous services. Indigenous 
communities and services should be given 
adequate funding and control over that fund-
ing. The government should also honour its 
commitment to Treaty.

There is close to $50 billion in coal, oil, 
and gas subsidies over the next four years. 
These funds should be redirected to a large-
scale government program of phasing out 
fossil fuels and a just transition to renewables.

NATIONALISATION
Energy prices have soared while pri-

vatised energy companies pocket record 
profi ts and privatised public transport is 
failing commuters. Public services should 
be nationalised so that their prime purpose 
is to provide quality and aff ordable services 
to the public. Queensland is trialling 50 
cent rides on all public transport to ease the 
cost of living and congestion on the roads. 
If successful it should also be of benefi t to 
the climate.

The telecommunications sector also 
needs to be nationalised, or the government 
set up a public company to compete with the 
private ones.

The banks and supermarkets are wallow-
ing in record profi ts. Price controls should be 
imposed on supermarkets and the duopoly 
broken up. One possible way of lowering 
costs is through cooperatives.

The government should establish a 
national public bank and insurance company, 
democratically run and with social charters.

A restructuring of industry is required, in 
particular the development of manufacturing 
and greater self-suffi  ciency. Australia should 
not continue to rely on being a quarry. As 
witnessed during and after COVID, Australia 
needs to develop its own pharmaceutical 
industry.

Independent research and development 
are critical to Australia’s future.

TAXATION
Over the past four decades or so there 

has been a gradual fl attening of the taxation 
scale with a further fl attening in the 2024-
25 budget making the system increasingly 
regressive. A progressive tax scale is one 
where those on higher incomes pay higher 
marginal rates in the dollar.

Forty years ago, the highest marginal 
tax rates was 60 cents in the dollar. Today 

it is 45 cents and kicks in at a much higher 
income level. A revamp of the system to make 
it more progressive is needed.

FUNDING
Apart from tax reform, the above will all 

cost money. Here are some of the ways in 
which the People’s Budget could be funded:
• Address tax avoidance schemes, such as 

negative gearing and export of profi ts 
off shore to tax havens. End capital 
gains tax concessions and the massive 
tax concessions for the rich rorting the 
superannuation system.

• Increase company tax rate to at least 36 
cents in the dollar.

• Impose a genuine super profi ts tax, 
not just for mining companies, but 
the big banks, insurance companies, 
investment houses, tech giants, and 
other corporations.

• Phase out government funding of 
private schools, universities, and 
colleges.

• Cancel AUKUS, slash Australia’s bloated 
military budget to bring it into line with 
what is required for Australia’s defence 
(as against off ensive capacity) and 
humanitarian regional and domestic 
responsibilities.

• Phase out the private health insurance 
rebate, which is nothing more than a 
subsidy to an otherwise unsustainable 
private hospital system.

• Oblige industry and retail 
superannuation funds to invest a 
minimum of fi ve per cent of their 
investments in public infrastructure.

• Income and low interest loans to 
government from the public bank.

• End government subsidies to fossil fuel 
polluters.

Economically, these demands are all 
realisable. Many were once Labor party 
policy. They cannot be achieved without a 
fundamental change in the political direc-
tion of Australian politics. A government of 
a new type, committed to the interests of the 
people and planet is required – a govern-
ment closely linked with the people’s mass 
movements and struggles.

It means building a united movement 
of left and progressive forces, of the trade 
unions, environmental, peace, education, 
and community groups prepared to put 
people’s interests and the planet before 
those of big business profi ts. It requires a 
government that plans for Australia’s future 
development. 
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The Guardian interviewed Pip from the encamp-
ment at Australian National University.

G: How’s ANU treating the encampment?
P: The ANU has continued to fail to engage with 

our demands or act in good faith, instead they have 
threatened students and tried to intimidate us into 
silence. They called in the AFP and issued move on 
notices (notably on reconciliation day in the ACT). 
After we stood up to the University security and police, 
we as an Encampment decided to move location. This 
was our decision. Our goal has never been to occupy 
Kambri Lawns, our goal is to make the ANU disclose, 
divest and cut ties with Arms Manufacturers and the 
Israeli government. We are still waiting for the Vice 
Chancellor to address our demands.

G: Do you have support from other students? 
How about staff ?

P: Students are broadly in favour. The student 
union annual general meeting voted in favour, so 
that’s very heartening. We’ve had support from staff , 
academics, and the diff erent unions here, as well as 
from the local Palestinian community. We’ve also 
had support from the CPA, and our communications 
person is a CPA member.

G: The accusation of anti-semitism is being fl ung 
at the encampments around the country. What’s 
your response?

P: Obviously we’re not about anti-semitism! We 
think its incredibly important to listen to Jewish stu-
dents, and understand their concerns. Most claims 
of antisemitism are completely unfounded and are 
attempts to distract from the real issues.

G: What got you personally involved with the 
encampments?

P: I have watched the attacks on Gaza and Palestine 
for years. When I saw the solidarity encampment, I 
felt that this was a place where I could tangibly help 
to push for justice human rights.

G: What do you think will happen after the 
encampments?

P: Personally I’m still working on that. I think 
I’ll be connecting with Palestinian action group, and  
distributing information about university ties with 
weapons manufacturing [see Peace Notes, this issue]. 
There’s over one million dollars involved in university 
connections with weapons manufacturing, we’re wait-
ing on a bunch of FOI requests on that. 

G: Any other comments?
P: The sense of community is something I’d like 

people to know about. It’s very overwhelming and 
intense being involved in protest like this, but the 
sense of community and connection is incredible.
Australian National University Encampment 
demands:
1. That the ANU cut ties with all weapons 

manufacturing companies, starting with BAE 
systems, Lockheed Martin and Northrop 
Grumman, and place a moratorium with any 
such ties in the future.

2. That the ANU disclose and divest from all 
companies complicit in the genocide in Gaza, 
including all companies on the BDS list.

3. That the ANU cut academic ties with Israel, 
including the exchange partnership with the 
Hebrew University of Jerusalem as well as any 
research partnerships with Israeli companies.

4. That the ANU condemns and denounces the 
ongoing genocide in Gaza and the apartheid 
Israeli state, including the destruction of 
all universities in Gaza and the murder of 
Palestinian students and academics.

5. That the Albanese government immediately cut 
ties with Israel including, diplomatic, economic 
and military; stop allowing weapons exports to 
Israel; and recognise a Palestinian state. 

Australia

Following on from last week’s target of US wars of aggression 
and intervention beginning from the end of WW2, Italy, this 
week, Greece 1947-49: The US intervened in the civil war, tak-
ing the side of the fascists against the Greek left which had 
fought the Nazis courageously. The neo-fascists instituted a 
brutal regime, for which the CIA created a new internal security 
agency, KYP. Before long, KYP was carrying out all the prac-
tices of the secret police, including systematic torture.

A few thoughts sparked by Anna Pha’s excellent report on the 
federal budget in last week’s Guardian. The headline “More for 
war in a class budget” brings its class component-parts into 
focus. The budget advances the interests of the corporations, 
and serves the international political and economic objectives 
of those corporations and their preparations for war.

The process of reducing taxes on companies and high-income 
earners has been going on for a long time: It took a giant step 
forward when the Goods and Services Tax was introduced on 
July 1, 2000, increasing workers’ cost of living. The introduc-
tion of the GST was associated with the decision to reduce 
company tax from 36 cents in the dollar to 30 cents.

Not that companies pay this amount of tax anyway. By smart 
accounting methods and the many loopholes deliberately pro-
vided by governments in tax laws, big corporations are able to 
substantially reduce their tax payments or to avoid paying tax 
at all.

In addition to tax freebies, governments make many direct 
handouts to businesses, and give concessions in their charges 
for various service – rail freight, electricity tariffs, water supply, 
the special provision of roads, subsidy payments, allowances 
for depreciation and R&D, to name but a few.

Billions of dollars were funnelled to private insurance compa-
nies during the Howard government to promote the private 
health sector and to undermine Medicare. It's still happening.

On the other hand, the services to wage and salary earners, 
which were won in struggle over a period of many years, are 
being slashed. The introduction of ‘user pays’ and the reduc-
tion of funding to public education and public health services 
are other measures being used to boost private enterprise (pri-
vate schools, private hospitals, private TAFE schools and the 
introduction of university fees) while forcing working people to 
pay for what was previously provided by governments out of 
tax revenue. 

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the NSW Labor government. 
The construction union has hit out at NSW Premier Chris 
Minns’ decision to sack Labor MP Anthony D’Adam from his 
role as a parliamentary secretary. D’Adam stood up for civ-
il liberties when raising concerns about the approach of NSW 
Police’s Public Order and Riot Squad at a peaceful pro-Pales-
tine protest he attended.

The Construction Forestry and Maritime Employees Union 
(CFMEU) has written to Minns, asking him to reverse his deci-
sion in the interest of upholding democratic principles around 
the right to protest.

CFMEU National Secretary Zach Smith stated: “This is a mat-
ter of principle. Punishing someone for simply standing up for 
the right to peaceful protest is an affront to every person who 
believes in democracy. Whether it’s on our streets or in our 
public universities, the growing opposition to peaceful protests 
standing up against a genocide is outrageous.

“The same so-called free speech warriors from Australia’s 
political right are nothing but hypocrites obsessed with cen-
soring any criticism of the Israeli government’s war, which 
has killed tens of thousands of innocent people. The CFMEU 
fi ercely rejects NSW protest laws designed to trample free 
speech by threatening to throw peaceful activists in jail.”

ANU Student 
Encampment 

update

Queensland: Tully Mill under 
pressure from work bans

Tully Mill is feeling the pres-
sure as workers initiate indus-
trial action, disrupting the 
preparation for the mill’s most 
profi table season.

Workers at Tully mill have 
begun work bans on operating 
heavy-duty equipment involving 
high-risk tickets, the use of keys 
(including locks for doors, vehi-
cles, personal isolation locks, and 
electronic swipe keys) and using 
computers to document work.

Workers performed these bans 
for two days and have two more 
periods of bans planned.

AWU Queensland Branch Sec-
retary Stacey Schinnerl said that 
the scale and duration of the Tully 

industrial action is fl exible and will 
be determined by the success of the 
ongoing negotiations.

“The industrial action workers 
are taking has signifi cantly disrupt-
ed the mills pre-crushing season 
steam trials, especially the bans 
on operating the steam turbines 
which are integral to preparing the 
Mill for its peak earning season.”

“Workers are attending a 
bargaining meeting where we are 
hopeful that Tully will come to 
the table with a reasonable off er,” 
Schinnerl said.

“The current off er from Tully is 
off ensively low, as workers would 
barely be in line with the current 
cost of living by the end of 2027.”

“We are not asking for the 
world, just a deal that keeps our 
members heads above water with 
the current cost of living pressures.”

“Workers in Far North Queens-
land are not going to be short-
changed by a multinational 
corporation making record profi ts,” 
Schinnerl said.

“If Tully off ers a fair deal that 
keeps up with soaring cost of living 
pressures, then workers will stop 
the bans and get back to work.”

“Until then, our members are 
prepared to keep fi ghting and we 
will win.”
Australian Workers Union 
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Graham Holton 

At present Queensland renters must give at 
least two months’ prior notice, or at least four 
weeks’ prior notice to for rooming accommo-
dation. Rent increases used to be allowed every 
six months, but the new laws limit increases 
to once in a 12-month period. Over 300 dis-
putes over 12 months were “rent increase” 
related. Of these a dozen investigations led 
to being conducted into landlords hiking ten-
ants’ rents too many times. Only one fi ne was 
issued. The maximum penalty for property 
owners or managers failing to comply with 
the rental frequency rule was a fi ne of $3,096. 

Rental prices are increasing at over three times 
the rate of the cost-of-living index (CPI), an average 
of $104 per week. Rent rises must be restricted to 
once a year at the rate of the CPI. One in twenty rent-
ers in Queensland have a disability, and they require 
modifi cations such as locks on windows, railings in 
the bathroom, and ramps to ensure all parts of the 
property are accessible. These are covered in the Dis-
ability Act, but too often it is not adhered to. Renting 
is now a long-term necessity, making personal safety 

a priority. These are the basic human rights of the 
renter. Many rental properties, although substand-
ard, are rented out at over $400 per week. Negative 
gearing has not improved the quality of homes. Those 
who complain are too often given notice to leave by 
property managers.

QCAT can make decisions around tenancy disputes 
and issue orders. On Friday 10 May, the Queensland 
Parliament recommended the passage of Residential 
Tenancies and Rooming Accommodation and Other 
Legislation Amendment Bill 2024 into law. 

According to its website, QCAT is committed to 
acting in accordance with the Human Rights Act 2019, 
in a way that is compatible with human rights. The 
main objects of the Human Rights Act 2019 are to 
protect and promote human rights; To help build a 
culture in the Queensland Public Sector that respects 
and promotes human rights; and to promote a dia-
logue about the scope of human rights. 

Some 30,000 complaints are dealt with QCAT 
each year, 367 cases dealing with buildings.

We can only hope that the new Residential Tenan-
cies Bill makes a diff erence, but what would really help 
the human rights of tenants in Queensland is a pro-
gram of substantial public housing construction.  

Universities and Israel
Hannah Middleton

Australian universities are deeply involved in military research 
and development. Western Sydney University, the University of 
Wollongong, University of Technology Sydney, and the University 
of Sydney all collaborate with Thales, the French multinational arms 
manufacturer.
Thales supplies materiel to the Israeli army and works with Elbit, one 
of the largest Israeli arms companies.
The University of Sydney and ANU in Canberra both have partner-
ships with Northrop Grumman.
Northrop Grumman is the world’s fourth-largest military company. It 
supplies the Israeli military with a wide variety of weapons, includ-
ing missile systems. The company’s technologies are also integrated 
into Israel’s main weapon systems, including its fi ghter jets, missile 
ships, and trainer aircraft. 
Northrop Grumman plays a critical role in developing and manufac-
turing components for Lockheed Martin’s F-35 warplane, and has an 
agreement with Israel’s largest military contractor, Elbit Systems, to 
provide components for Israeli Air Force F-35s.
The ADF and the IDF both use Spike missiles. Last year the govern-
ment allocated $50 million for local production of these missiles, in 
partnership with Varley Rafael Australia, a local subsidiary of  Israeli 
arms manufacturer Rafael. 
Lockheed Martin, Raytheon, BAE Systems, Boeing, Honeywell, and 
Leonardo all have relationships with Australian universities.
Lockheed Martin is the largest arms manufacturer in the world. It 
supplies Israel with a variety of weapons, including fi ghter jets, attack 
helicopters, and missiles, all used against Palestinians.
The Israeli Air Force uses Lockheed Martin’s Hellfi re missiles in 
attacks on Gaza. The company provided Israel with at least 1,445 
Hellfi re missiles between 1990 and 2006. Hellfi re missiles are con-
sidered high-precision weapons, meaning their civilian casualties 
have been targeted deliberately.
Raytheon is the world’s second-largest military company. It makes 
missiles, bombs, and components for fi ghter jets, and other systems 
used by the Israeli military against Palestinian civilians.
Australia is the 16th largest global arms exporter. There is a biparti-
san commitment to reaching the top 10.
Most of Defence’s engagement with universities is undertaken under 
the Defence Science Partnerships (DSP) program. Every public uni-
versity in Australia has signed on to the DSP, the largest program of 
its kind in Australia.
The Defence Science and Technology Group (DSTG) is the 
Australian government’s primary agency responsible for working 
closely with universities to deliver military technology.
Students around Australia have been camping out on campuses to 
demand that universities disclose ties with Israeli companies com-
plicit in the Gaza genocide, and divest from these companies, as 
well as collaborations with Israeli universities.
Few universities have responded to the student demands. The hon-
ourable few include Trinity College Dublin, the University of Barcelon, 
and Evergreen State College in Washington state.
Scott Burchill, Senior Lecturer in International Relations at Deakin 
University says: “There is little doubt that today’s students will be on 
the right side of history.”
The University of Melbourne has agreed to disclosure more about its 
research grant arrangements – subject to conditions.
Students for Palestine at Sydney University said they would not 
accept a commitment to only disclose, arguing full divestment is also 
needed.
Most universities have so far failed to engage with student demands, 
instead using threats of police and disciplinary measures as well 
as unfounded accusations of anti-semitism and threats to Jewish 
students.
Scott Burchill points out: “Corporatised universities run by business-
men ... have no understanding of the historical role of universities 
in pre-fi guring social change. In the United States, today’s univer-
sity administrators ... are slaves to wealthy alumni, philanthropists, 
investors and the tied donations of corporate backers. It is hardly 
surprising that they instinctively side with state power and violence 
whenever the status quo is challenged.
“Higher education in Australia is heading down a similar path, which 
makes the moral leadership and resistance of our students, appalled 
by what the International Court of Justice declared was a plausible 
case of genocide conducted by Israel in Gaza, all the more remark-
able and admirable.”

PEACE NOTES

Queensland Housing Commission fl ats, Kangaroo Point, 1965. Photo: Queensland State Archives (CC0)

Rental complaints 
in Queensland

Sorry Day
Sunday 26 May 2024 marks 
seven years since the Uluru 
Statement from the Heart was 
issued by First Nations Peoples 
“from all points of the south-
ern sky.”

Representing a signifi cant con-
sensus of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples, the State-
ment called for action on voice, 
treaties and truth-telling. It was, 
and remains, a generous invitation 
to all Australians to walk together 
for a better future. 

The Voice Referendum defeat 
must not diminish our determina-
tion to do better as a nation, in our 
communities, and as individuals, 
for and with First Nations peoples 
through their empowered voices 
(representative bodies), negotiated 
treaties, and truth-telling about our 
shared history. 

26 May is also National Sorry 
Day, for the Stolen Generations 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples who were forcibly 
removed from their families as a 
result of government policies. It 
reminds us of the importance of 
truth-telling to acknowledge the 
wrongs of the past and for healing.

Following Sorry Day, National 
Reconciliation Week 2024 (27 May 
- 3 June) focuses on: ‘Now More 
Than Ever.’ This is a direct call for 
allies to keep standing in solidarity 
with First Nations peoples in their 
fi ght for justice. 
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Taiwan, separatism, and military 
drills: the propaganda war 

intensifies
William Briggs 

Recently media has been abuzz  
about Chinese military drills 
around Taiwan. The focus 
of the news has been on the 
alleged dangers posed by China 
and of the threats to Taiwan, 
the region, and the world that 
so-called Chinese aggression 
poses. What prompted the 
drills is quickly pushed to one 
side and forgotten. 

The row began with the inaugu-
ration speech of Taiwan’s new presi-
dent, Lai Ching-te. It was a speech 
laced with talk of separatism, with 
calls to strengthen the Taiwanese 
nation, and the sovereignty of 
Taiwan as an independent state.

The president’s remarks imme-
diately drew the ire of Beijing. China 
regards Taiwan as a province of 
China. In this, it relies on histori-
cal fact, as well as the consensus 
of opinion from the world, United 
Nations Resolutions, and inter-
national law. The United States, 
Taiwan’s principal backer and 
armourer, illogically both sup-
ports that consensus while pledg-
ing to defend Taiwan in the event 
that it needed defending. This has 
allowed the US to pump more and 
more weaponry into Taiwan, and 
to use the island to raise the threat 
to China.

Lai, it needs to be remembered, 

came to power with just 40 per cent 
of the vote. Nearly 60 per cent of 
the Taiwanese electorate voted for 
parties who were seeking a better 
relationship with Beijing. Lai’s 
Democratic People’s Party governs 
in minority in the Legislature, with 
the opposition Kuomintang and 
Taiwan People’s Party together 
holding 59 of the 113 seats. Despite 
this, Lai’s fi rst major speech as 
president, appealed to a public sen-
timent that simply does not exist. 
This does not mean that the major-
ity of Taiwanese are demanding 
reunifi cation with China. However, 
regardless of decades of anti-China 
propaganda, the majority do want 
positive relations with Beijing.

In his inauguration speech, 
Lai stated that ‘The Republic of 
China and the People’s Republic of 
China are not subordinate to each 
other. All of the people of Taiwan 
must come together to safeguard 
our nation; all our political par-
ties ought to oppose annexation 
and protect sovereignty; and no 
one should entertain the idea of 
giving up our national sovereignty 
in exchange for political power.’

These words were aimed at 
both drumming up a fl agging Tai-
wanese nationalism and at prov-
ing Taiwan’s unswerving support 
for America. The speech was well 
received in Washington, as was 
China’s reaction.

Lai also said that “as more 
countries around the world publicly 
express their support for Taiwan’s 
meaningful international participa-
tion, there is increasing proof that 
Taiwan is a Taiwan of the world; 
that Taiwan is a worthy and reli-
able force for global peace and 
prosperity.” There are today, 180 
UN member-states that formally 
recognise China. Only nine coun-
tries choose to recognise Taiwan.

Even the USA and Australia 
accept the validity of United Nations 
Resolution 2758, passed in 1971 
that recognises China’s sovereignty. 
In 2007, the UN rejected a bid by 
Taiwan to membership, citing that 
same 1971 resolution, formally 
acknowledging that Taiwan is part 
of China!

When China speaks of reunifi ca-
tion of the country, it is portrayed 
by hostile and anti-China forces 
as Chinese aggression, coercion 
and threat. It is not. When China 
reacts to talk of separatism, it is 
justifi ed in its irritation. The USA 
and its allies in the region, in par-
ticular Australia are engaged in a 
ceaseless campaign against China. 
Taiwan is a central plank in that 
propaganda war.

China’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson, Wang Wenbin, 
speaking at a recent press confer-
ence, repeated once more that 
“Taiwan is an inalienable part of 

China’s territory. This is both a 
fact based on history and the true 
status quo, and it will remain so in 
the future. ‘Taiwan independence’ 
is doomed to fail. The Chinese 
people will not be deterred from 
defending our sovereignty and ter-
ritorial integrity … We urge the US 
to stop conniving at, or supporting 
... separatist forces and stop med-
dling in China’s internal aff airs. 
Any attempt to endanger China’s 
national sovereignty and territorial 
integrity will be met with China’s 
resolute response.”

The press conference came at 
a time when tensions in the region 
are especially high. 

Lieutenant General Stephen 
Sklenka, deputy commander of 
the US Indo-Pacifi c Command, 
recently spoke at a Canberra 
Press Club lunch. While he was 
specifi cally talking of the future 
role of AUKUS in the anti-China 
campaign, he also addressed the 
situation in Taiwan. It was full 
of the usual calls for vigilance in 
response to China’s ‘aggression in 
the region.’ He failed to mention 
that he is a senior commander of 

an American presence that includes 
60 per cent of the entire US naval 
and air force capacity and which 
is permanently stationed within 
striking distance of China. Nor did 
he mention that Taiwan is bristling 
with made-in-America weapons all 
targeting mainland China. Instead, 
he resorted to calling the People’s 
Republic of China “a major chal-
lenge. They continue with military 
build-ups and regularly engage in 
coercive behaviour.”

Sklenka described the Chinese 
drills off  Taiwan as ‘concerning.’ 
In response, Wang Wenbin said 
that the drill is a strong deterrent 
to “secessionist  forces, as well 
as a serious warning for those 
foreign forces who interfere in 
China’s internal aff airs and incite 
provocations”.

Provocations, however, will con-
tinue. International law, the United 
Nations declarations, history, are 
all irrelevant and secondary to 
the USA. Its front man in Taiwan, 
regardless of the fact that he repre-
sents a minority of Taiwan’s people, 
will keep doing America’s bidding, 
regardless of cost. 

Illustration: Liu Rui / Global Times

South America recognises 
Palestine

Tal Axelrod

The Colombian government 
has decided to formally rec-
ognize a sovereign Palestinian 
state, according to new reports.

The Palestinian diplomatic 
mission in Colombia said in a 
statement that the South Ameri-
can country will recognise it as a 
“free, independent, and sovereign 
state,” according to Spanish news 
agency EFE.

The decision makes Colombia 

the last South American country 
to do so, the news outlet reported.

“This decision is deeply appre-
ciated by the Palestinian people 
and their government, who have 
always seen Colombia and its people 
as indefatigable brothers in the 
search for peace,” the Palestinian 
mission in Bogota said in its state-
ment to EFE.

The decision was agreed upon 
both by outgoing Colombian 
President Juan Manuel Santos and 
newly-inaugurated President Ivan 

Duque, according to the Palestinian 
News & Info Agency.

Colombia is the 138th nation to 
recognise a sovereign Palestinian 
state, according to the Palestinian 
mission to the United Nations.

Israel has long opposed these 
measures, claiming they’re counter-
productive to peace and that only 
bilateral measures can advance 
negotiations.
labortoday.international 

Gaza Strip: 
warnings about Ecocide

The region is witnessing deliberate destruc-
tion of natural and environmental resources, 
demolition of land, burning of forests and agri-
cultural fi elds, dumping of industrial waste 
and residues, and pollution of water, soil and 
air, he stressed.

The Palestinian Environmental Quality Authority 
(MenA) warned that massive Israeli attacks on the 
Gaza Strip threaten a large-scale catastrophe through 
damage to the territory’s biodiversity.

In a statement issued on the occasion of Interna-
tional Biodiversity Day, the organisation denounced 
that the aggression aff ected plant and animal life in 
the coastal enclave.

According to the authority, “The comprehensive 
destruction of the infrastructure led to the pollution 
of water, air, and soil, turning the land into moun-
tains of waste.”

MenA also warned about the damage caused in 
the West Bank, including East Jerusalem.

The region is witnessing deliberate destruction of 
natural and environmental resources, demolition of 
land, burning of forests and agricultural fi elds, dump-
ing of industrial waste and residues, and pollution of 
water, soil and air.

In a report submitted last January, the body 
stated that the components of wildlife, both plant 
and animal on the land and in the sea of the Strip, 
are subject to extermination as a result of the use of 
all kinds of weapons.

It noted that the war campaign resulted in the 
destruction and killing of wildlife habitats, as well as 
the burning of all forms of plant life, including trees, 
shrubs and grasses, some of which are endemic.

As an example, MenA cited the Wadi Gaza Reserve, 
which “became, due to internationally banned weapons, 
a mass grave for all forms of life, including humans, 
plants and animals”.
Telesur 
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Peter Farmer 

There are more countries in 
the world than the UK, the 
USA, and Australia, and yet 
we can’t help noticing parallels 
between the UK and Austral-
ian politics. The Brits certainly 
keep an eye on Australia, with 
the UK Tories using Austral-
ian political consultancy Tex-
tor Crosby to get them over 
the line, and a conga-line of 
Australian conservatives such 
as George Brandis and Tony 
Abbott heading over to Blighty 
for speaking gigs.

At the moment, the most notice-
able similarity is between pre-elec-
tion Keir Starmer and pre-election 
Anthony Albanese. Like Albanese, 
Starmer is up against a shambolic 
and unpopular conservative govern-
ment, one which dishes out public 
money to friendly plutocrats and 
can’t go a month without a scandal.  

Like Albanese, Starmer talks about 
childhood poverty. Like Albanese, 
Starmer tacks right, scared by an 
unsuccessful adversary. Albanese 
did his ‘small target’ act ruthlessly, 
promising to go along with the 
grossly regressive Stage 3 Tax Cuts, 
and the dangerous and prohibitively 
expensive AUKUS agreement. 

Starmer has called himself a 
“progressive and socialist,” which 
is very brave compared to ‘Albo.’ 
The description comes with a ‘but’ 
attached: progressive and socialist 
but won’t drop the two-child ben-
efi t cap that eff ectively penalises 
poor people for having more than 
two children (see Guardian 2100). 
Socialist but walked away from a 
promise to abolish tuition fees for 
universities that’s Starmer. Like 
Albanese, Starmer has decided 
that he doesn’t want to lose votes 
by looking ‘soft’ on asylum seekers. 
He’s promised to ditch Sunak’s 
daft plan to send asylum seekers to 

Rwanda (itself probably borrowed 
from the Australian conservatives’ 
unsuccessful and expensive ‘Cam-
bodia solution’), but still tries to 
talk tough on migrants.

Another similarity is that, as 
with Albanese, progressive voters 
are voting for him and hoping 
Starmer will become more pro-
gressive after the election. If our 
experience with Albanese is any-
thing to go on, they’re in for a 
disappointment. 

British Prime Minister Rishi Sunak has gam-
bled on a snap general election, announcing 
a poll likely to bring down the curtain on 14 
years of miserable Tory rule.

He surprised Westminster by announcing that the 
country will vote on 4 July, with the present parlia-
ment dissolving next week.

Sunak fi res the starting gun as Labour is 20 per 
cent ahead in the polls, making Sir Keir Starmer the 
bookies’ favourite to be in Downing Street come 5 July.

The long-beleaguered Prime Minister apparently 
decided that a fall in the infl ation rate to 2.3 per cent 
– nearly in line with offi  cial targets – was as good as 
the news was ever going to get for him.

Announcing his move outside No 10, Sunak invoked 
his most popular moment – launching the pandemic 
furlough scheme as Chancellor four years ago – and 
talked up economic stability.

Speaking in steady rain and, bizarrely, with 
Labour’s 1997 victory tune Things Can only Get 
Better blaring unbidden in the background, Sunak 
said that the world was now as dangerous as it had 
ever been since WW2.

He pitched the coming choice as between him-
self, a trusted man with a plan, and the vagaries of 
Starmer’s Labour.

Previously, it had been assumed the Tories would 
try to hold on until October or November, as late as 
possible.

The sudden change of heart may also refl ect fear 
that Sunak’s migrant deportation fl ights to Rwanda 
may never get off  the ground, meaning months more 
wrangling with judges and the recalcitrant Tory right.

Labour was jubilant at the turn of events, anticipat-
ing what may be a landslide victory. The party claimed 
to have its campaign all set, based on the “six steps” of 
marginal signifi cance outlined by Sir Keir last week.

Left MP John McDonnell said: “It’s time for change.
“Fourteen years of Conservative government have 

undermined much of the fabric of our society, our NHS, 
schools and colleges, our environment and economy.”

Tory MPs by contrast were walking round with 
long faces, many of them facing electoral obliteration 
and most doubting the wisdom of Sunak’s strategy.

One Tory described “panic in the tearoom” and 
said “everyone [was] mortifi ed” by the Premier’s 
move, which a leading fi gure on the right of the party 
described as “madness.”

Certainly calling an election when 20 per cent 
behind in the polls is high risk, but in truth there is 
no reason to believe the Tory prospects would be any 
better in a few months.

The main issue in the election will certainly be 

the state of the economy. The last 14 years have been 
marked by stagnant living standards and an extreme 
squeeze on public spending.

The Trade Union Council (TUC) pointed out that 
the falling infl ation fi gures do not mark the end of the 
cost-of-living crisis.

General Secretary Paul Nowak said: “The cost-of-
living crisis is not over.

“Millions up and down the country are still having 
to cut back on everyday essentials as they struggle to 
makes ends meet.”

TUC polling has revealed that 58 per cent of the 
public say living standards have not got better this 
year while only 14 per cent believe they have improved, 
with many sinking deeper into debt.

That will be the essential backdrop to the election 
campaign, although British support for Israel’s Gaza 
genocide will surely play a signifi cant part too.

On the Labour left, there are fears that the snap 
poll may provide cover for the prevailing Starmer 
right to further purge the Parliamentary Labour Party 
of dissenting voices, by declining to endorse them as 
election candidates for the party.

The most famous of the already-excluded, former 
Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn, will declare that he will 
fi ght the election as an independent in his Islington 
North constituency.

He has been barred from standing as a Labour 
candidate after 41 years in the role.

Another independent, young British-Palestinian 
woman Leanne Mohammed challenging Labour’s 
Wes Streeting in Ilford North, drew attention to the 
date of the polls and dubbed it “Independent’s Day.”

Kate Dove, Chair of UK grassroots Labour Left 
organisation said: “Let’s get the Tories out. Fourteen 
years of Conservative austerity have broken Britain: 
our NHS and public services are starved of funding 
and on their knees, our privatised water full of sewage, 
a housing crisis rages on, while the wealthy few laugh 
their way to the bank.

“Momentum stands with the trade union move-
ment: the fi rst priority is to kick Rishi Sunak out of 
Downing Street and elect a Labour government instead, 
to bring our railways back into public ownership, and 
implement a New Deal for Working People. This must 
be just the fi rst step to the comprehensive social and 
economic transformation the country is crying out for.

“Our role is clear. In this election Momentum will 
mobilise to keep out the Tories and elect socialist and 
trade unionist Labour MPs in their stead, from Zarah 
Sultana to Ian Lavery, John McDonnell to Apsana 
Begum. Bring it on.”
Morning Star 

WALES: Welsh unions have launched a campaign 
to remove profi t from the social care system. Unison 
Cymru noted the Scottish experience with a “nation-
al care service,” which showed that the term could be 
twisted to refer to a system of private contractors. Such 
privatised systems trap care workers, most of whom 
are women, in poverty while requiring them to work 
excessive hours. Unison Cymru secretary Jess Turner 
reported that care companies avoid taxes by incur-
ring massive debts. She also noted that, as many of 
the companies are owned offshore and based in tax 
havens, it is diffi cult to track the actual owners of care 
homes and the tens of millions of pounds invested in 
care services that is leeched upon by these private 
fi rms. GMB union stated that the current system only 
benefi ts select individuals and hedge funds. Among oth-
er actions, unions such as Unison have supported the 
Health and Social Care (Wales) Bill, which proposes to 
remove profi t from services for looked-after children. 

FRANCE: Demonstrators in Paris have gathered out-
side the French Ministry of Defence to call for Israeli 
arms companies to be excluded from the European 
International Defence and Security Fair, also called 
Eurosatory, taking place in June. One of the largest 
arms exhibitions in the world, Eurosatory is held in Paris 
every two years. In 2022, the event was attended by 
more than 1700 exhibitors and 62,000 guests. Among 
the protesters’ demands were the recognition of the 
criminality of Israel’s government, the cessation of arms 
sales to Israel, and the end of Macron’s complicity in 
Israel’s genocide. 

USA: Mayor of New York City, Eric Adams, was urged 
to unleash police against Columbia University pro-
testers in private communications with America’s 
wealthiest. A WhatsApp chat leaked to the Washington 
Post has revealed a co-ordinated effort of more than 
100 of America’s business elite to “change the narra-
tive” of Israel’s genocide in Gaza. Created shortly after 
7 October, the chat titled “Israel Current Events” includ-
ed more than a dozen Forbes listed billionaires, as well 
as real estate, fi nance, and communications moguls. On 
26 April, several members of the group held a private 
Zoom call with Eric Adams, in which they discussed 
political donations to Adams, as well as strategies to 
pressure Columbia into accepting police on campus to 
crack down on protesters. Members of the group even 
offered to pay for private investigators to assist police. 
Adams’ offi ce and the NYPD have denied working in 
tandem with the group, despite claims by members of 
the group to the contrary. 

CHINA: China has condemned accusations made 
by British defence secretary Grant Shapps that it has 
provided Russia with “lethal aid” for use in the war in 
Ukraine. Speaking to a defence conference in London, 
Shapps claimed that “we have evidence that Russia and 
China are collaborating on combat equipment for use 
in Ukraine.” US national security adviser Jake Sullivan 
reported that Washington had not observed any evi-
dence of China supplying weapons to Russia, adding 
that he would speak with his UK counterparts to “make 
sure that we have a common operating picture”. US 
secretary of state Anthony Blinken also reported in April 
that there were no signs of Chinese weapons shipments 
to Russia for the Ukraine invasion.

Global Briefs

International

UK: Sunak gambles 
on snap 

general election
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Op-ed: Starmer is 
a socialist but ...
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Brutal, not unavoidable
Dear Editor,
Rupert Murdoch’s Adelaide Advertis-
er pats itself on the back. It boasts on 
the front page that it “sets the agenda 
every day” in South Australia and that 
on Monday to Friday it reaches a total 
audience of 216,000.

I expect that not one of the thousands 
of wage-earners in that audience, missed 
the news item headed “Telstra to axe 2,800 
jobs,” since it fi ts well in their permanent 
agenda item “jobs.”

Haven’t we all come to accept job cuts as 
an unsurprising occurrence? In our capital-
ist society based on production for profi t,  
that’s the way the cookie crumbles. A feeling 
of insecurity is now growing stronger and 
stronger in the life of every working person, 
including small business people.

It’s only natural that Telstra workers 
will feel anxiety, wondering who’ll be next. 
Most unfortunate, I reckon, will be those 
who will lose their job. Foremost in their 
thoughts will be the family, now with no or 
only one breadwinner? Asking if they will be 
able to fi nd another job in their fi eld, or at 
least another job somewhere where they can 
earn as much. Similarly worried, I expect, 
will be all communication workers. They’ll 
have questions for the union. The unions 
that cover Telstra will be worried too. 

But there is more to shock them. In the 
same Advertiser. Terry McCrann, in his 

column in the business section didn’t pull 
his punches in an analysis headed “Telstra 
job cuts AI’s fi rst wave.” He began with the  
blunt assertion that the cuts were not only 
brutal, but also unavoidable, and that there 
will be more cuts “right across the workforce.” 

I like reading McCrann’s analyses. He is 
not afraid of facing “certain reality.” He is 
good at describing it and indicating where 
it is heading in the short term but that is 
as far as he goes by way of any help to the 
working people since he cannot or does not 
want to see that a capitalist economy passed 
its use-by date long ago. 

Marxists, both organised and the self-
styled uncommitted know this. They also 
know that a revolutionary transformation 
of society and of the economy is needed 
to change the current shocking and brutal 
reality. Only the Marxists in a political party 
based on and guided by the teachings of 
Lenin are in a position to get the working 
class to understand that it needs to be a class 
working “for itself”, for its own ends, and to 
realise that it must take the lead in bringing 
an end to capitalism and replacing it with a 
socialist society and economy.

Bob Saltis
Adelaide

Radical Jews
Dear Comrade
I want to congratulate you on your cov-
erage of the current genocide and eth-
nic cleansing being perpetrated against 
the Palestinians by the Israel Defence 
Force. In your 20 May edition, it was 
good to see William Briggs’ article “UN 
Votes for Palestine, genocide contin-
ues” exposing the hypocrisy of the US 
on the Palestinian question.

Since 7 October, I have noticed that 
Zionists and their supporters continue to 
use the excuse of the Hamas attack on that 
day to justify the ongoing war crimes against 
the Palestinians in Gaza. What needs to be 
explained to such people is that the genocide 

against the Palestinians began before the state 
of Israel was founded when the Zionist ter-
rorist gangs began their slaughter and ethnic 
cleansing of peaceful Palestinian villages.

This process was increased at the end of 
WW2, but started well before then. Albert 
Einstein – probably the most prominent 
Jew of the 20th century – only visited Pal-
estine once in 1923. He was so outraged at 
the way Palestinians were being treated by 
the Zionist settlers that in 1948, he wrote a 
letter to the New York Times as Israel was 
being formed and Menachem Begin – leader 
of the Freedom Party was visiting the US.

In a letter co-signed by many other infl u-
ential Jews, Einstein wrote:

“Amongst the most disturbing political 
phenomena of our times is the emergence 
in the newly created state of Israel of the 
Freedom Party (Tnuat Haherut), a political 
party closely akin in its organisation, meth-
ods, political philosophy and social appeal to 
the Nazi and Fascist parties. It was formed 
out of the membership and following of the 
former Irgun Zvai Leumi, a terrorist, right-
wing, chauvinist organisation in Palestine.”

The letter described the fascist nature of 
many elements in the Israel state, exposed 
details of the massacre of 110 men, women 
and children in the Arab village of Deir Yassin, 
and warned Americans that they should not 
be supporting such actions.

If Einstein was alive today, he would not 
just be accusing Israel of being a genocidal, 
racist and apartheid regime, but a fascist 
one as well.

Einstein was a progressive and “right-
eous” Jew, a socialist, and a fi ghter for human 
rights all his life. There are many others in the 
world today who are appalled at the crimes 
of Zionist Israel against civilian Palestinians. 
They are leading many of the demonstrations 
against the ongoing genocide in many coun-
tries around the world – including Israel.

More information about the history of 
radical Jews and their opposition to Zionism 
can be found in the book The Radical Jewish 
Tradition – Revolutionaries, resistance 

fi ghters & fi rebrands by Donny Gluckstein 
and Janey Stone.

Another book that is useful in understand-
ing the history of the ongoing genocide in 
Palestine is The Ethnic Cleansing in Palestine 
by Ilan Pappé – an Israeli Jew and professor 
of history at Essex University whom the late 
Australian journalist John Pilger described 
as “Israel’s bravest, most principled, most 
incisive historian.”

In solidarity
Andy Alcock

South Australia

Anti-semitism, Albanese, 
and morality
I agree with the Jewish Council 
of Australia when they state that 
“antisemitism, in all its forms, is always 
unacceptable and should have no place 
in our society” in a media release fol-
lowing the vandalism of the front fence 
of Mount Scopus Memorial College’s 
Burwood campus.

However, we should consider what is 
causing the current rise in antisemitism.

Daily reports since last October of delib-
erate death, injury, starvation and destruc-
tion in the Zionist genocide in Gaza have 
provoked strong reactions of grief and fury.

These powerful emotions are best directed 
at trying to change the Albanese government’s 
immoral support for the Israeli government, 
but that they can spill over into antisemitism 
is wrong but hardly surprising.

We have to work to get greater cover-
age to the voices of Jewish organisations 
and individuals who oppose Zionism and 
support the rights of the Palestinian people.

Dr Max Kaiser, Executive Offi  cer of the 
Jewish Council of Australia is correct when 
he says that “it is never acceptable to target 
Jews or to blame Jewish people generally 
for the actions of the Israeli state.”

Dr Hannah Middleton

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

US rejects China’s first use ban
JOHN WOJCIK,
MARK GRUENBERG, AND
BEN CHACKO
The US has dismissed Chinese 
calls for a no-fi rst-use trea-
ty between nuclear weapons 
states, saying it has questions 
about China’s “sincerity.”

The outright dismissal of Chi-
na’s proposal followed a speech in 
which Biden announced radical 
tariff s of up to 100 per cent, on steel 
imports from China. That speech 
follows months of US military 
buildup in the waters off  the coast 
of China, including the placement 
of additional nuclear submarines 
around the Korean peninsula, all in 
the name of “protecting” Taiwan, 
which is, of course, a part of China 
itself.

Undersecretary of State Bonnie 
Jenkins, the country’s top arms con-
trol offi  cial, told the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee last night that 
the US worried China had increased 
its number of nuclear warheads to 
over 500, and might have 1,000 by 
2030, and that this was proof that 
the country was not “sincere” about 
its proposal to ban fi rst use of the 
apocalypse-engendering weapons.

The Biden administration’s 
claim that China had increased the 
number of its warheads to 500 is 
just that – an unverifi ed claim. In 
addition, the US has 12 times that 
number with an admitted 3,700 of 
such warheads.

The US says China refuses to 
engage in nuclear disarmament 
talks. China actually has engaged 
in talks, fi rst by discussing with the 
US the need for the US to reduce 
its outrageously large number of 

missiles, as compared to China’s 
number, to show it is serious about 
fairness. Now it has added to those 
talks with its proposal to ban the 
fi rst use of the weapons.

China’s position is that it has 
an arsenal that is tiny in com-
parison with that of the United 
States and that the size of the two 
arsenals has to be part of serious 
talks. China has also gotten India 
to sign a no-fi rst-use deal. While 
all these initiatives by China were 
underway the US was unilaterally 
cancelling nuclear arms deals with 
Russia, and continuing to push 
expansion of NATO not just up to 
the borders of Russia but into the 
Pacifi c regions near China.

China stores warheads and 
delivery systems separately, to 
avoid the risk of launches by 
accident or misunderstanding, as 
almost happened in 1983, when 
Soviet lieutenant Stanislav Petrov 
recognised reports of incoming US 
missiles as a system malfunction 
and prevented a retaliatory strike 
which could have begun World 
War III.

The new, highest-ever US 
tariff s on Chinese products were 
announced by President Biden 
shortly before the Chinese peace 
initiatives were rejected by his 
administration. The tariff s would 
apply to government-subsidised 
Chinese steel, aluminium, solar 
cells, electric vehicles – rising to 
100 per cent tariff s this year – and 
their batteries, semiconductors, 
and some raw materials.

The Biden tariffs are much 
higher than the Trump tariff s that 
Biden opposed when Trump was 
president.

Biden is competing for the 

White House against the dangerous, 
right-wing Republican nominee, 
Donald Trump. The administration 
hopes that one result of imposing 
such high tariff s is that they will 
take the issue of Trump’s politi-
cal gains from his hatred of China 
away from him.

As Biden’s predecessor, Trump 
imposed 10 per cent tariffs on 
all foreign steel and aluminium. 
They boomeranged and Trump 
had to backtrack when both the 
Steelworkers and Auto Workers 
pointed out how much of the steel 
and aluminium in cars, trucks, and 
SUVs comes from Canada.

Biden criticized China for 
dumping products below “cost” 
around the world and for Chinese 
government subsidies. The role of 
big corporations in creating the high 
costs, of course, is not a concern 
in US big business circles. They 
oppose, of course, any low costs 
that might result from the eff orts 
of a socialist government to sup-
port industries important to the 
working-class majorities in such 
countries. Chinese steelworkers 
are among the many millions of 
workers in that country who have 
been lifted out of poverty.

There are numerous admin-
istration policies, including the 
Infl ation Reduction Act, massive 
infrastructure programs, and pro-
environment measures that have 
boosted the economy and improved 
living standards for workers. Jin-
goistic attacks on countries like 
China and Russia and refusal to 
reduce the threat of nuclear war 
will work against the interests of 
US workers and everyone else on 
the planet.
People’s World 
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Women and the Budget
Australia is facing a major crisis in domestic and family vio-
lence, and it is women and children who are paying a high price. 
Leaving an abusive partner is all too often a choice between liv-
ing in poverty or even homelessness, or returning to an abuser 
because of lack of accommodation or economic security.

JobSeeker condemns women and their children to poverty. 
The Single Parenting Payment is woefully low and needs to be 
increased. Victim survivors leaving the family home as they fl ee 
for safety, are priced out of the rental market and turned away 
from shelters in their thousands. 

Elena Rosenman, chair of Women’s Legal Services Australia 
said: “This Budget means many women’s legal services will 
have to start planning to reduce services to women experienc-
ing gender-based violence. This includes legal assistance for 
women separating from violent partners, specialist Domestic 
Violence Units, Health Justice Partnerships and sexual harass-
ment legal services.”

“We are deeply concerned that the Albanese government has 
completely overlooked the critical work of women’s legal serv-
ices. We are already forced to turn away over 52,000 women 
every year due to lack of adequate resources.” As the number of 
victim survivors continues to increase, thousands more women 
stand to be turned away to face unsafe options.

“If we are asking Australian women to trust that the system will 
be there for them when they fl ee a violent relationship, we must 
ensure they can access the trauma-informed, integrated legal 
services they need.”

“The Women’s Budget Statement recognises the communi-
ty legal sector is a female-dominated workforce, but this is not 
matched with adequate funding for Women’s Legal Services to 
address low wages and pay disparity.”

“Solicitors, social workers, First Nations caseworkers, and 
fi nancial counsellors who work in frontline women’s legal serv-
ices are exposed to signifi cant trauma. They deserve to be paid 
appropriately for their contribution to our community.”

Apprehended violence orders are being breached, in part a 
result of lack of policing. The judicial system needs an overhaul 
so that the safety of women and children is prioritised. It came 
as a shock when NSW police over the space of a few days 
rounded up 550 serious offenders. Why were they still on the 
loose?

President of peak disability body People with Disability Australia, 
Marayke Jonkers, said women with disability who experienced 
violence were “completely invisible” in the federal budget: 
“People with disability are tired of incremental change. We need 
a total overhaul of housing, education, health and the systems 
we rely on for support and to fully participate in the community.” 

A coordinated, planned and properly funded approach is 
required to tackle family and domestic violence. This includes 
respect education from an early age in schools, as well as in 
workplaces, sport, and other areas of society.

That would only be treating the symptoms of a far deeper prob-
lem in society, one in which men have had power over women 
under capitalism and in the church. Women were men’s chat-
tels. They have provided free child care,  and managed the 
home. Women have faced workplace discrimination, the gender 
pay gap, a highly segregated workforce, and are less likely to be 
in secure employment or given a promotion. Five decades ago, 
women in the public service were sacked when they got married 
and the ACTU was debating whether married women should be 
entitled to unemployment benefi ts.

Women were given the right to vote in federal elections in 1902. 
The states passed Married Women’s Property Acts in the 1880s 
and 1890s, enabling them to own property.

We’ve come a long way in the past 100 years, but have so far to 
go. This Budget isn’t getting us there.

Half the Sky
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Graham Holton

Recent human rights reports 
on Guatemala show a worrying 
trend in corruption and vio-
lence, despite the Movimien-
to Semilla (Seed Movement) 
government’s anti-corruption 
platform. An Amnesty Inter-
national report shows that 
authorities have intimidated 
human rights defenders follow-
ing the crackdown on corrup-
tion, using improper criminal 
prosecution, trials without due 
process, online and personal 
harassment, arbitrary deten-
tion, and exile. 

The UN Human Rights report 
shows major issues include: the 
independence of the judiciary; 
government corruption; govern-
ment harassment of domestic and 
international human rights organi-
zations; targeting members of 
Indigenous groups with violence; 
and signifi cant restrictions on 
workers’ freedom of association, 
including violence and threats 
against union leaders. Govern-
ment accountability remains low. 

The Guatemala Human Rights 
Commission (GHRC), founded in 
1982, is a nonpartisan, humani-
tarian organisation that monitors 
human rights abuses. Recently 
representatives of GHRC visited 
Rosa Ich Xi, Olivia Mucú, and 
Angelina Coy Choc who have been 
in prison since 29 March 2022. 
They were convicted of the murder 
of three soldiers in the commu-
nity of Semuy II, Izabal in 2019. 
The Q’eqchi’ Maya women were 
sentenced to 75 years in prison. 

Families in the community do 
not believe they are guilty, but the 
political aim is to silence Indig-
enous communities who stand up 
against the mining corporations’ 
environmental and human rights 
violations. The prosecution did 
not identify what role the women 
played in the soldiers’ deaths. 

The village of Semuy II was a 
meeting place for Q’eqchi’ Maya 
communities active in the anti-
mining protests in El Estor, Izabal 
during 2017 and 2019. It  is near 
the palm oil plantations of Natu-
rAceites and mining operations. 
In July 2019, the Guatemalan 

Constitutional Court suspended 
the license for the Fénix mining 
project, owned by the Swiss tran-
snational Solway Investment 
Group Limited. The ruling reduced 
the area of the mining concession 
to only 6 sq km and ordered the 
company to obtain permission 
from the Indigenous group which 
holds 90 per cent of the area. 

On 3 September 2019, soldiers 
from a Navy patrol entered into 
Semuy II. Gunfi re broke out with 
two members of the community 
injured, and three soldiers killed. 
The community was besieged for 
fi ve days until a delegation from 
the Human Rights Ombudsman’s 
Offi  ce arrived.

A number of organisations 
supported the siege, including the 
Foundation Against Terrorism, an 
ultra-conservative group linked 
to former military offi  cials and 
corrupt offi  cials within the Public 
Ministry. Cementos Progreso 
(CEMPRO) is one of funders of 
the Foundation Against Terrorism, 
which accused the community of 
Semuy II of engaging in drug traf-
fi cking. The Guild of Palm Produc-
ers and Exporters (GREPALMA), 
the Guatemalan Nickel Company 
(CGN)-PRONICO, and the Asso-
ciation for the Defense of Private 
Property (ACDERPO) publicly 
requested the extension of the 
state of siege of Semuy II.

In 2016, 14 former military 
offi  cers were arrested on charges of 
forced disappearance and crimes 
against humanity based on evi-
dence uncovered at CREOMPAZ 
(Regional Training Command 
for Peacekeeping Operations) in 
Cobán, Alta Verapaz. The military 
offi  cers accused of war crimes in 
the Dos Erres massacre in the 
municipality of La Libertad, in 
the northern Petén, have since 
been acquitted. The massacre at 
CREOMPAZ was ordered by Luis 
Enrique Mendoza Garcia, opera-
tions commander under President 
Rios Montt. His trial is scheduled 
for June 2024. 

Nicolasa López Méndez and 
Victoria Méndez were killed in 
San Luis Jilotepeque, Jalapa. 
They were members of the Indig-
enous activist group Committee 
for Rural Development and the 

Movement for the Liberation of 
Peoples party. In October, Doris 
Aldana, a trade union leader at 
a banana packing facility, and 
member of the national banana 
workers union was killed. The 
Mutual Support Group reported 
four people were killed and 52 
injured by vigilante groups. The 
Unit for Crimes against Unionists 
within the Offi  ce of the Special 
Prosecutor for Human Rights in 
the Public Ministry, received 53 
complaints in 2022. In October 
Doris Lisseth Aldana Calderón, 
a trade union leader at a banana 
packing facility, was killed. 

Transparency International 
found Guatemala continuously 
grants immunity to individuals 
accused of corrupt practices, 
while targeting individuals who 
expressed concern over corruption. 
On 2 February 2024 the Euro-
pean Union sanctioned Attorney 
General Consuelo Porras and four 
other offi  cials for their roles in 
undermining democracy, the rule 
of law, and the peaceful transfer 
of power in Guatemala following 
the 2023 election, when Bernardo 
Arévalo was elected president. 

Guatemala is listed as a ‘coun-
try to watch’ in Transparency 
International’s 2023 Corruption 
Perceptions Index, ranking 13 out 
of 15 Latin American countries. 
Movimiento Semilla, a cenre-
left party, has a minority bloc in 
congress and struggles to pass 
anti-corruption reforms, instead 
concentrating on the corruption 
of the previous government of 
Alejandro Giammattei. 

For many Guatemalans, 
President Arévalo is moving too 
slowly with promised reforms, 
such as anti-corruption, universal 
healthcare, and increased funding 
for schools. 

With a poverty rate of 55 per 
cent and chronic malnutrition 
for children under 5 years at 46.5 
per cent, Arévalo has a lot on his 
plate on the economic front. Any 
improvement in prosecuting mili-
tary violence will take time. 

Guatemala: can 
Arévalo improve 

human rights and 
corruption issues?
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By 2022 Australian compa-
nies produced 40 per cent of 
the world’s metal resources, 
including South America’s. 
Between 2016 and 2017 Ecua-
dor opened up a third of the 
country to mining companies 
to invest in its rich reserves of 
copper and other base metals. 
By 2021, Australian companies 
held a third of the total min-
ing concessions in the country. 
Australian companies hold 60 
per cent of the mining invest-
ment in Ecuador.

Nearly two thirds of those 
concessions are in areas of pro-
tected rain forests and traditional 
Indigenous territories, in which 
Indigenous communities have long 
resisted encroachment upon their 
lands. In 2020 regional assem-
blies ratified local government 
ordinances detailing the region’s 
stance against mining. Local com-
munities staunchly rejected BHP’s 
attempts to socialise with them. By 
2024 mining companies had left a 
trail of environmental damage and 
carried out violent actions against 
the indigenous peoples.

The Financial Review Rich 
List has estimated Gina Rinehart’s 
wealth in iron ore at $37.8 billion. 
She is Australia’s richest person, 
and is building a major mining 
portfolio in South America. For 
Rinehart these acquisitions are part 
of recent investments in battery 
metals, including copper, lithium 
and rare earth metals. 

Rinehart is the majority owner 
and chair of Hancock Prospecting, 
which is the 100 per cent owner 
of its subsidiary Hanrine. In 2018 
Hanrine acquired exploration 
rights to explore for copper and 
gold in eleven mining concessions 
in northwestern Ecuador. Two of 
the mining company’s concessions 
have had armed confl ict and human 
rights abuses. In 2021 the company 
blocked access to residents of one 
town and hired military police to 
break up peaceful protests. Works 
at the Llurimagua mine have 
been on hold since 2018, when an 

ombudsman’s report posited that 
the project was one of “the highest-
risk mines” in the world, because of 
the region’s topography, biodiver-
sity, and local resistance to mining.

Hanrine was awarded the 
concessions after the Ecuadorian 
government pledged to suspend 
more than 2,000 mining conces-
sions, in the wake of a national 
referendum in which 80 per cent 
of Ecuadorians voted against the 
expansion of mining in environ-
mentally sensitive areas. Local 
communities received no consulta-
tion about Hanrine moving into the 
region. Hanrine has been directly 
and indirectly involved in violent 
attacks, alleged irregularities in 
dealings with the judicial system, 
and civil rights violations. Hanrine 
has manipulated the Ecuadorian 
judiciary, trying to gain access to 

water sources reserved for agricul-
ture, and criminalising people who 
protested peacefully.

The CEO of Hanrine, Carlos De 
Miguel, was a former US Marine 
and ran a private security com-
pany. He has close ties with the 
Ecuadorian government under the 
Rafael Correa and Lenín Moreno 
administrations. He was known to 
be friends with Correa’s Minister of 
Mines, Javier Cordova ex-CEO of 
Ecuadorian state mining company 
ENAMI, Stevie Gamboa.

Hanrine has also invested $186 
million in the Linderos copper 
exploration project in the Ecua-
dorian province of Loja, owned 
by Australian company, Titan 
Minerals, to acquire 80 per cent 
of the project. 

This year Hancock Prospecting 
acquired a further fi ve exploration 

concessions in Ecuador, in a richly 
biodiverse region. The company 
also invested $186 million in a 
copper exploration project in the 
south of Ecuador. Brazilian Rare 
Earths (BRE) has been listed on 
the Australian Securities Exchange, 
with Hancock as the major share-
holder. BRE is developing the rare 
earths deposits in the Brazilian 
province of Bahia State. Hancock 
is teaming up with Chile’s SQM in 
a $1.7 billion deal for Azure Miner-
als, which has a controlling stake 
in the Andover lithium and nickel-
copper-cobalt project in the Pilbara. 
Hancock also holds the majority 
of WA lithium mining company 
Liontown Resources.

In 2023, Ecuador was among 
the top three most violent coun-
tries in Latin American, along with 
Venezuela and Honduras, and the 

economy has been failing due to 
falling tax revenues. Daniel Noboa 
was elected in 2023 on a platform 
of reducing violence and improv-
ing the economy. To restore public 
safety, declared a state of emer-
gency, and then held a referendum 
which allows him to put the military 
on the streets, as well as expanding 
police and military powers.

With the economy on the ropes, 
Noboa is now proceeding with a 
policy of opening up Ecuador to fur-
ther mining investments as a “cru-
cial driver” of the future economy. 
Australian mining companies are 
taking advantage of this despite the 
numerous demonstrations against 
these companies destroying their 
traditional lands. 
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Australian companies exploit 
Ecuador’s Indigenous Lands

80 per cent of Ecuadorians voted 
against the expansion of mining in 

environmentally sensitive areas

Tiputini River, Ecuador. Photo: Julie Larsen Maher, Wildlife Conservation Society – fl ickr.com (CC BY-NC 2.0)


