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Bill to kill NDIS

Anna Pha

“This bill threatens the future of

the NDIS and the rights of disabled
people. Labor had the gall to create
it behind closed doors. It [the
government] bullied representatives
from the disability community to
sign nondisclosure agreements.
That’s not genuine co-design,”

Greens MP Elizabeth Watson-Brown

Getting the NDIS Back on Track
Bill No 1 bill, the first in a series of
bills, aims to gut the National Dis-
ability Insurance Scheme (NDIS)
and arbitrarily cap costs by kicking
people off the scheme, making cuts
to existing participants’ plans, and
making it harder to join the scheme.

The bill was passed by the Lower
House of Parliament on 5 June with
Coalition support, and is currently before
the Senate Community Affairs Legislation
Committee, due to report on 20 June.

Not only would the legislation destroy
the essence of the NDIS, but it would
also ruin thousands of lives.

“What we’re watching unfold in the
NDIS space is an extraordinarily cynical
play. The government is trying to make
sweeping changes that will kick disabled
people off the scheme and cut critical sup-
ports. All on the premise that the scheme
is being weaponised by crooks,” Greens
Senator Jordon Steele-John posted on X.

Minister Bill Shorten had promised
to keep disability voices at the centre of
reforms. “These changes proposed by the
Labor government and Bill Shorten are
another example of this government’s
attitude that they know what is best for
disabled — better than disabled people
themselves,” Steele-John said.

“This legislation will take away choice
and control from our community who
deserve to be able to work with a sup-
port worker they trust, and who knows
their needs.

“This government campaigned on a
promise of genuine co-design, our com-
munity is still waiting to see it.”

STENCH OF ROBODEBT
The new needs assessment tools used
to determine whether someone qualifies
to join the scheme and if so, what funding
they receive will be “highly technical.”

The Workers’ Wee
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The Memorandum of Understanding
says that the determination “may make
different provision for different classes
of people.” Note, it refers to “classes of
people,” not individual needs, which can
vary largely even for the same disability.

The bill is silent as to who would
develop these tools or conduct the assess-
ments. It would appear that the minister
will be responsible.

“They are going to restrict what sup-
ports are available through the scheme,
they are going to remove provisions for
individualising plans and they are going
to try to standardise assessments. Disabil-
ity is not standardised and should never
be treated as such,” said Watson-Brown.

Every participant in the scheme will
be moved to a new plan over about 5
years if the bill becomes law. That is
660,000 participants transitioned by an
agency that already cannot cope. That
suggests standardisation by computer
algorithms.

At the same time funding will be
cut by $14.4 billion. Last year national
cabinet agreed to cap annual growth to
8 per cent by 1 July 2026. At the same
time states and territories agreed in
principle to offer more disability serv-
ices for disabled people who are denied
access to the NDIS, but their budgets
are already stretched.

Participants will be transitioned in
“identified cohorts” or different classes
as determined by the minister.

There will be more restrictive defini-
tions of what qualifies for supports that
a disabled person can receive as well as
new processes for assessments, includ-
ing independent assessments. In 2021
the Morrison government was forced
to abandon its plans for independent
assessments.

There is also a significant and sinis-
ter shift from assessing “reasonable and
necessary supports” to “reasonable and
necessary budgets” when considering
funding. Plans are presently based on
individual support items such as seeing
an occupational therapist, having a sup-
port worker, or buying a prosthetic. In
future there will be a set budget with
flexibility in how funds are spent by the
recipient within that budget.

Continued on page 2
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A rally calling on the Australian Commonwealth government to implement a National Disability
Insurance Scheme in Reddacliff Place, Brisbane, in 2012. Photo: John Robert McPherson —
Wikimedia Commons (CC-BY-SA-4.0)

This legislation will take away choice
and conirol from our community

Fighting for our lives

continues

Palestine: the genocide

The Guardian

has a podcast

Search for “Communist Guardian Podcast” or use the QR code
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Israel and Protest,
deaths and
distractions

What is ‘Israel-Palestine' about? Is it about demon-
strations outside MP’s offices? Is it about how protestors
at Australian campuses behave? Is it about which slo-
gans people use at demonstrations? Is it about who
wears a keffiyeh and where?

These questions sound strange, but a lot of the media
and a lot of our politicians are acting as though the
answer is ‘Yes.

Let’s be clear. What the Israeli Defence Force is
doing to the people of Palestine, at the direction of
the Netanyahu government is genocide. More than 37
thousand deaths and counting. Thousands more can’t
be found because they are under rubble. Others will
die in the weeks and months ahead from injuries, from
starvation, and from a lack of medical care caused by
the Israeli assault. It’s a genocide. That’s what it’s about.

It’s simple. Too many children are being killed.
That’s what it’s about.

Federal Liberal MP Julian Leeser, is trying, with
help from the media, to make 37 thousand plus deaths
and counting all about his feelings. He says that what’s
important is that Australian university students are
being anti-semitic when they protest the slaughter.

Anti-semitism is a kind of racism. Like all forms of
racism, anti-semitism is irrational and morally wrong;
irrational because Jewish people, like the objects of
all forms of racism, are people, not a different form of
life. Anti-semitism has a particularly awful history; the
Holocaust practiced by the Nazis during World War II,
as well as pogroms and persecution stretching down
through the centuries.

Communists have always stood against anti-
semitism. Lenin famously cried “shame” on those who
fomented hatred against Jews. We oppose all forms
of racism.

This is not one of those pieces which says that
something is appalling but. There’s no ‘but’ to it. Anti-
semitism is never justified.

The concept of anti-semitism is cheapened by using
it as a distraction from the struggle against an ongo-
ing genocide. It’s diluted by attempts to tar all those
struggling against mass murder as anti-semitic. It is not
anti-semitism to criticise Israel. It is not anti-semitism
to stand against the IDF attack on Palestinian people,
or against the apartheid system that Palestinians
have to live under. It’s not anti-semitism to demand
that our government support referring Israel to the
International Court of Justice, or to demand that
Australia recognises Palestine.

By throwing the term ‘anti-semitism’ around,
Leeser is cheapening the concept. By demanding a
Royal Commission into the students, on the premise
that anti-semitism is the only thing the students are
about, Leeser is using anti-semitism as a weapon
against protest.

This paper recently interviewed an organiser from
the Australian National University encampment. They
joined the encampment because they were appalled at
what the IDF were doing in Palestine. Asked about the
claims of anti-semitism, they replied that the encamp-
ment was doing its utmost to listen to all students and
to keep all students safe.

The Communist Party of Australia will continue to
oppose mass murder and apartheid, as will thousands
of Australians who, like us, abhor anti-semitism. If
Julian Leeser is opposed to that, it says more about
him than it does about the rest of us.

Let’s go back to the question at the top of this edito-
rial. What’s the Israeli assault on Palestine about? It’s
mass murder. It’s important that we do everything we
can to stop it.

That’s what this is about.
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ANU expels pro-Palestine
student, continues links
with arms manufacturers

The ANU has expelled Beatrice
Tucker for comments made on
ABC radio, banning the stu-
dent from entering campus or
continuing their studies. This
comes a week after the ANU
called police on the student
encampment.

Students and Staff Against
War ANU, a group on campus,
has been circulating an open letter
condemning any disciplinary action
taken against Tucker, which has
garnered over 500 signatures and
over 50 staff signatures. Hundreds
attended an NTEU rally on 16 May
after the ANU sent 7 students letters

requesting they leave the camp.
Hundreds once again prevented
police from arresting students in
the camp on 27 May.

On 30 April, Ross Solly asked
encampment members on ABC
radio whether they condemn
Hamas, repeatedly. Tucker respond-
ed by affirming their solidarity with
the Palestinian struggle for national
liberation and their UN-recognised
right to resist occupation. “Hamas
deserves our unconditional sup-
port ... Not because I agree with
their strategy, [I'm in] complete
disagreement with that.”

After making these comments,

Tucker was targeted by right-wing
media outlets like The Australian
and Zionist organisations like the
Executive Council of Australian
Jewry. They demanded Tucker’s
immediate expulsion and accused
Tucker of supporting “terrorism.”
These same organisations have
called for the Palestine solidarity
encampments across Australian
universities to be shut down.

Finnian Colwell of Students and
Staff Against War ANU called the
decision “an unprecedented and
dangerous step in smothering free
speech on campus.” @&

It’s 3CR Radiothon time again!

1975, broadcasting a range of alternative news and
views not heard on commercial radio. Thanks to the

via 3cr.org.au. Guardian readers are encouraged to
donate to the station, which can be done online or by
telephone. It’s up to you which program you donate
towards, but we particularly recommend mentioning

show put together by our friends from the Council for
International Cooperation and Disamament (CICD).

Melbourne Community Radio Station 3CR is having its
annual radiothon. 3CR is a Melbourne institution since

wonder of podcasting, 3CR is now available worldwide,

the Alternative News program, a Sunday morning news
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Bill to kill NDIS

Continued from page 1

Most alarmingly, the bill fails to provide a way for
a participant to see the assessment before it is final-
ised or for them to challenge an inappropriate needs
assessment — and therefore to prevent an inadequate
budget being set based on that needs assessment.
These needs assessments form the basis for partici-
pants’ funding.

MINISTERIAL POWERS

“We seek to establish an enabling architecture
for rules and future reforms to restore the original
intent, integrity, consistency and transparency of the
scheme,” Shorten said of the kill bill. In other words,
the important details will be left to the minister, beyond
parliamentary consideration.

One of the most insidious aspects of the bill is
increased rule-making powers the minister will have.
These rules will be subject to Commonwealth parlia-
mentary scrutiny and disallowance.

“These rules, together with all legislative instru-
ments provided for in the bill, will be developed with
all states and territories following genuine consulta-
tion with the disability community,” said Shorten.

“Collaboration with the disability sector on design
is essential.” If the process so far is anything to go by,
these words just add insult to injury.

The National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA)
is given the power to make a person speak to or be
examined by a health professional chosen by the
NDIA. The NDIA could also ask for a range of personal
information, such as treating notes from the person’s
psychologist. Non-compliance could result in being
kicked off the NDIS.

CHANGE REQUIRED

There is no doubt the NDIS is in urgent need of
reform. It doesn’t need what Shorten is planning.

There are cases where participants have been driven
to attempting suicide because of the NDIA’s cuts to
plans, long delays in approving plans, or arbitrarily
removing participants from the scheme.

Participants spend thousands of dollars on expen-
sive medical and other reports as they constantly have
to prove they still have no legs, still have cerebral palsy
or are still blind.

The scheme is discriminatory, barring entry to
anyone over the age of 65.

The framework of the NDIS was set up to fail. It is
extremely complex and costly with many participants
being forced to pay for assistance from agencies to
navigate their way through the system.

SERCO

Serco was contracted to manage the NDIS.

This is the company chosen to manage the immi-
gration detention centre in Villawood, Sydney. In one
instance, after a death in the centre, management
had placed rooftop protesters in maximum-security
isolation as punishment, while a hunger strike by
detainees was ongoing.

They key to Serco’s success is no secret. It steps
in to administer services for governments wanting to
downsize, cut costs, and ultimately abandon all their
social functions. The savings are achieved by skimp-
ing on standards and screwing workers.

In a paper issued in November 2016 the NDIA
stated that one of its key aims was to make a funda-
mental shift from a welfare to a market-based scheme.
That is what has occurred. At every, level profits are
being gouged from the NDIS and participants’ budg-
ets. The bill fails to address this situation.

Marketisation has provided the basis for the entry
of gig economy-like outfits such as Hireup and Mable
to enter the space. People offering support services
compete in a downward spiral on prices for cash-
strapped disabled people.

The short-term nature of such work also means
workers and NDIS participants may not be able to
build the trusting relationship needed to deliver
ongoing care.

DEFEAT THE BILL

The bill is cruel, and targets highly vulnerable
people. It is consistent with Labor’s approach to the
unemployed, pensioners, and other social security
recipients. People seen as no longer worth exploiting
by capital are thrown on the scrap heap.

The government protects the interests of the cor-
porate sector. It prioritises hundreds of billions of
dollars for war spending, tens of billions of dollars on
fossil fuel subsidies, tax cuts for the rich and property
investors, while making cutbacks to the NDIS.

As Chandler-Mather said, “This bill threatens the
future of the NDIS and the rights of disabled people
to live a good life.” The bill must be defeated.

New legislation is needed that genuinely puts
disabled people at the centre of decision-making.
Participants should be able to drive changes to the
NDIS and have the right to appeal decisions made
about their plans.

There should be genuine individualisation of plans
based on needs and goals. There is no ‘one size fits
all’ when it comes to disability. @



Guardian

Australia

17 June 2024 3

Stop arming Israel Rally -

Richard Titelius

This rally was based on the very simple
premise that if the capitalist countries
of the West stopped arming Israel,
peace and justice could happen in
Palestine.

Hiba of Mothers for Palestine opened
the rally with respect to Indigenous people
in Borloo, also suffering the effects of colo-
nialism. The tides are turning as the world is
increasing its support for Palestine. 6 June
was a shameful day for this nation when
Israel bombed a UN school that was being
used as a shelter for Palestinian refugees.
Hiba added that if you won’t speak of the
genocide in Gaza, you will be incapable of
speaking up against any injustice.

ALP Senator for WA Fatima Payman
began with: “This is a genocide and we
need to stop pretending otherwise.” She
mentioned the unjustifiable war in Iraq in
which one million people lost their lives, and
urged Australia to ensure it will not be on
the wrong side of history again. It is not in
the national interest to support a war in the
Middle East. Payman called on the Austral-
ian government to halt trade with the Zionist
state Israel,support a permanent ceasefire
and recognise a Palestinian state. Payman
also highlighted the unprecedented campaign
of disinformation and propaganda by the
Zionist state of Israel, which has traction
with both mainstream political parties and
the capitalist media.

International laws to protect journalists
are disregarded by Israel. Over 100 journal-
ists have been killed reporting the events in
Palestine. Senator Payman also was proud
of students around the world including in
Perth who speak out against the violence and
atrocities being committed by the State of
Israel. The students have amplified the voices
of others in our community who support
Palestine. Let there be freedom and justice
for Palestine.

Borloo/Perth

@'& CUT ALL TIES WITH 25,

Hiba then spoke about the recent use by
some world leaders of a ‘Red Line’ which,
if crossed, would supposedly bring conse-
quences, and asked where the ‘red line’ is for
the genocide in Gaza. It was crossed long
ago said Hiba, and the Palestinian people
will tell the government when the Red Line
has been crossed — after the bombing of
schools, universities, targeting safe havens
and even tented refugee camps.

Sam Wainwright, Co-Chair of Stop
AUKUS spoke of PM Albanese’s time as
convenor of Young Labor for Palestine. In
regards to arms exports to Israel by Australia,
Wainright said Australia may not export the
arms as finished products, but is heavily
involved in the export of components. Of
AUKUS, Wainwright said this alliance was
dragging Australia into a military confron-
tation with China over Taiwan, and added
this demonstrates that Australia needs to
have an independent foreign policy where

we — not the US or the UK — decide what is
in our national interest.

In July there will be a major arms confer-
ence in Perth at which the countries responsi-
ble for arms used to commit genocide would
be discussed. A joint protest by Friends of
Palestine WA and Stop AUKUS was being
planned to highlight the contentious nature
of this conference. Wainwright concluded:
“It is not enough to be on the right side of
history, we need to make history.”

Alevine Magillan from Students for Pal-
estine WA said that the movement is under
attack from the ALP which is accusing it of
being divisive and spreading hatred. The
student movement will persist supporting
Palestine and opposing genocide.

The last speaker was Nasser Mashi of
the Australian Palestine Advocacy Network.
Mashi said it was not appropriate to call this
a war when the two sides are of such asym-
metrical military and economic strength — it

is more the oppressor and the oppressed.
Mashi also said the conduct by Israel over
its actions in Gaza demonstrated that it was
now a rogue state. The impunity with which
Israel largely operates was highlighted; the
day after the ICC said Israel had a case to
answer for genocide. The IDF dropped a
2000-pound (900 kg) bomb on a tent city
in Gaza.

“When Palestine is free,” said Mashi to
the 1,000 people who were present at the
rally, “you can hold your head high and say
you were there and you were a part of it.”

The rally then marched around the CBD
to take their message to others in the streets
and malls.

The next rally will be on Saturday 22
June 2024 at 12 noon in Russell Square,
Northbridge. &

Australia Palestine
Action Network
president Nasser
Mashni speaking
at an event at the
University of WA
in Borloo/Perth on
Monday 10 June.
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Inequality

in Australia: on the way up

The Life Chances study began
over three decades ago, in
1990. It grew from the Broth-
erhood of St. Laurence’s
(BSL) concern with the level
of child poverty in Australia
and a desire to better under-
stand what affects children’s
life chances. Over 34 years,
the study has contributed
important insights into the
experience and persistence of
inequality in Australia.

The final report of the Life
Chances study Inequality in Aus-
tralia found that family resources

play a strong role in determining
a child’s opportunity to thrive,
but do not entirely dictate their
life experiences and outcomes.
The report also revealed that
while inequality has increased,
it’s not a simple picture, or easily
summarised.

Life Chances researchers fol-
lowed 167 infants born in two
inner-Melbourne suburbs who
were recruited through their local
Maternal and Child Health Services.
These suburbs had a mix of sub-
stantial public housing alongside
renovated terraced housing with

diverse populations in terms of
income, education and ethnicity.
The families in the study also
reflected the diversity of the two
suburbs with a mix of higher,
middle and low-income families,
private renters, public housing
tenants and homeowners. Over
the years, our researchers followed
these babies through infancy, child-
hood, teenage years and adulthood
to explore what shaped their oppor-
tunities and highlight what needs
to change to even the odds.
“Tracking the babies and their
parents at critical moments in their

lives provided us with great insights
into how social policies can even the
odds, creating opportunity and pro-
viding support when needed,” said
Dr Dina Bowman, BSL’s Principal
Research Fellow and co-author of
the report.

“Over 34 years, we've seen
improvements in some areas such
as access to further education.
However, progress is patchy and
limited investment in social infra-
structure including social housing
means that the family safety net is
increasingly important.”

At a time when the gap between

rich and poor is widening, qualita-
tive research like the Life Chances
study shows the importance of
social support. Over 34 years the
study has provided important
insights into how the lives of indi-
viduals are affected by broader
social, economic and cultural
change.

As one low-income participant
said “No-one starts off at the same
place. But they’re still forced to do
the same race.”

Life Chances study can be found at
bsl.org.au @
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Victoria University
staff strike over
workloads

Victoria University staff
launched a half day strike
action on 12 June from 12pm
to midnight at all campuses
as anger rises over a failure
to give staff a fair pay rise and
safe workloads.

Despite receiving the union’s
claims more than a year ago, VU
management has failed to make a
concrete offer on pay. Unmanage-
able workloads are a major sticking
point due to VU’s controversial
“block model” and recent job cuts.
The VU workforce has been reduced
by almost 20 per cent since 2023
putting enormous pressure on
remaining staff.

VU’s “block model” teaches stu-
dents one semester-length subject
in four weeks at a time rather than
multiple units concurrently like at
every other university in Australia.

In a move described by NTEU
Victorian Division Secretary Sarah
Roberts as “deeply antagonistic
to the Union,” VU management
recently provided a draft Enterprise
Agreement which sought to:

1. Remove the NTEU as a party
to the Agreement
2. Remove NTEU from the

Joint Consultative Committee

(the mechanism for open

and regular consultation on

workplace matters)

3. Reduce staff rights to
representation

4. Remove professional
reclassification rights.

NTEU VU Branch President
Brandy Cochrane said: “Enough is
enough. We expected VU manage-
ment to come to the table — instead
they’ve launched a hardline attack,
increasing already excessive work-
loads to spread teaching from 36
weeks per year to 40”

“Staff have endured hundreds of
colleagues being made redundant,
an unsafe teaching model, and a
cost-of-living crisis, yet manage-
ment clearly thinks they don’t
deserve to be paid fairly.”

“Instead of trying to resolve
the issues, management is playing
for time and not sending anyone
with real decision-making power

to talk about staff’s reasonable
claims.”

NTEU Professional Staff Rep-
resentative, Fleur Taylor said:“The
irony that an ex-Labor premier
leads a university that, in the expe-
rience of staff, relies on overwork
and excessive hours as a core part of
its operational model is not lost on
us. Steve Bracks must bring senior
management into line and ensure
the university’s top decision makers
get serious about a real pay offer.”

NTEU Victorian Division Sec-
retary Sarah Roberts said: “Work-
Cover data reveals that VU has had
more claims against it in the last
two years than any other Victorian
university.”

“Under VU’s model, staff are
being forced to work huge hours of
unpaid overtime just to get marking
and course administration done.”

“Staff need a fair pay rise, rea-
sonable workloads and secure jobs.”
National Tertiary Education
Union &

ACTU presses for right
to disconnect

The ACTU is continuing to
press for a clear easily under-
stood mechanism to give
workers in a wide range of
circumstances across all indus-
tries the right to disconnect
to reclaim a level of work-life
balance.

The ACTU has lodged its ‘Right
to Disconnect’ reply submission to
the Fair Work Commission that is
tasked with how to vary modern
award terms to include the right
to disconnect. The ACTU has pro-
posed a draft model clause pro-
viding guidance to employers and
employees on how the mechanism
would operate.

The ACTU has put forward ways
to strengthen an employee’s right
to disconnect so that employers
need to take all reasonable steps
to make sure they don’t routinely
need to contact workers out of
hours. Employers being disorgan-
ised should no longer be a good
enough excuse.

Employer arguments against
the proposed model focus on the

need to retain flexibility as a central
justification for not supporting the
ACTU draft model clause, claim-
ing it carries the perceived risk of
‘tipping the balance’ in favour of
employees.

This employers’ argument that
flexibility will be lost with the imple-
mentation of a right to disconnect
is a fallacy.

The right to disconnect is direct-
ed at an employee’s right to refuse
unreasonable contact out of hours
and does not impose a blanket ban
on employer contact.

In fact, the introduction of the
right to disconnect will still give
bosses the choice about whether
to contact employees when they
are not working.

The difference is that now,
employees will for the first time
have the benefit of being able to
exercise choice about whether to
refuse employer contact outside
of hours when they are not paid
to do so.

ACTU President Michele O’Neil
has said that the right to disconnect

“simply provides a mechanism
for workers to reasonably reclaim
a level of work-life balance amid
an increasingly tech-dominated
society.

“Employer group claims that
they effectively ‘own’ their employ-
ees out of work hours if they have
entered into flexible work arrange-
ments is frankly outrageous and
the Fair Work Commission should
not bow to threats of this nature.

“Employers have been engaged
in scaremongering that the right to
disconnect could leave employers
vulnerable to legal action. These
arguments lend even more force
to our belief that employers need
clear practical guidance on how
to comply with their obligations.

“The ACTU’s model clause rep-
resents a common sense approach,
providing practical and specific
guidance on implementing the
statutory right to disconnect and
broad application across all indus-
tries and awards.” @

Adelaide

Workers’ Book Club

First Meeting

1:00 to 2:00 pm Wednesday, 19th June
Fidel’s Workers’ Library — 66 Wattle Avenue, Royal Park

June Reading: A short story by Frank Hardy “The Load of Wood”

Considered one of Frank Hardy’s best short stories, “A Load of Wood” is included in a collection entitled
Legends from Benson’s Valley. Set in the Depression, the story focuses on poverty stricken families
desperate to keep warm mysteriously receiving loads of wood.

You may find the SA Libraries’ App useful to local these or other books. Even if you haven’t read the
suggested books you are very welcome to join the session to find out more.

Information: 0416 769 555
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This week’s target of US aggression and interventions since
the end of WW2 is South Korea 1945-53: After World War
Il, the United States suppressed the popular progressive
forces through invasion and war, in favour of the reactionary
forces who had collaborated with the Japanese occupiers.
This led to a long era of corrupt, reactionary, and brutal
South Korean governments.

The NSW Nurses and Midwives Association (NSWNMA)
is campaigning for a 15 per cent pay rise, more funding
for nurse-to-patient ratios and better working conditions
in 2024. The union is calling on the state government to
invest in nurses and midwives, to rebuild the public health
workforce after years of wage suppression under previous
governments.

A one-year 15 per cent increase from 1 July 2024 is a key
part of the union’s 2024 log of claims for the Public Health
System Nurses’ and Midwives’ (state) Award, which expires
on 30 June.

The union’s Assistant General Secretary Michael Whaites
said unity, commitment and a disciplined campaign “will put
us in the best possible position to achieve our claims”.

“This is a claim that calls for the government to invest in
nurses and midwives and invest in ratios. This is a claim
that is aimed at assisting the government to recruit and
retain the workforce we need to implement ratios.”

The 2024 log of claims was strongly endorsed by a vote of
NSWNMA branches following months of consultation, more
than 30 branch resolutions, and intense discussion and
decision-making by the Log of Claims Committee.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is the real coalition government
—the ALP and Liberal Party, as demonstrated in their attack
on the Greens for exposing the Albanese government’s
complicity in Israel’s genocide against the Palestinians.

The Albanese government is as close with and as subser-
vient to big business as Liberal and Labor governments
before it ever were.

The mining companies are no friends of workers or the
environment. Cost-cutting short cuts and scant regard for
workers’ health and safety make mining one of the most
dangerous occupations in the world. The industry has the
highest rate of exploitation of any in Australia. Their attitude
to the environment is a matter of public record.

Why are the mining companies and not the elected gov-
ernment determining the extraction and use of Australia’s
non-renewable resources?

Why doesn’t the elected government consult with the peo-
ple of Australia who own those resources? What is it
doing to protect native title rights of the original Indigenous
owners?

The government is a tool of monopoly capital. It is used to
hold down wages and working conditions and suppress
struggle — anti-union laws, including the outlawing of strike
action. It conducts foreign policy in the interest of the larg-
est corporations, acts in their interests with deregulation,
privatisation, free trade agreements, provision of infrastruc-
ture, tax concessions, handouts, and comes to their rescue
during times of profit downturn using taxpayers’ money.

In defence of national security; President Dutton, Vice
President Albanese.
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Free education?
Sorry kids,
the military has
all the money

Denis Doherty

The 2024/25 Federal Budget in May announced
that military spending would be $53 billion,
an increase on last year’s figure of $46 billion.
The figure for education came in at around
$52 billion. This pattern of military spending
being around the same, as education funding
has been consistent over the last few decades.

However, the military funding total does not
include other items which are covered in part by other
departments including Foreign Affairs, Industry and
the Attorney General.

These areas have budgets for funding for the war
in Ukraine, the intelligence services ASIO and ASIS,
and the campaign to strengthen links with Pacific
Island nations so we can out compete China. There
is even funding to provide a National Rugby League
franchise to PNG.

Various hard and soft diplomacy items come
under Foreign Affairs such as the decision to assist
in the war against Yemen or against the Palestinians.
Subsidies for arms manufacturing is probably coming
out of the industry portfolio.

It is nearly impossible to put a precise figure on
military spending by Australia per year because of
secrecy and a deliberate policy of obstructing scrutiny.

Education covers over 4 million young Australians
and employs nearly 500,000 teachers and adminis-
trators. Education is a big part of our national life,
yet it is not being funded near as much as it needs.

“IF YOU THINK EDUCATION IS
EXPENSIVE, TRY IGNORANCE”

The National Tertiary Education Union (NTEU), the
union covering the university sector, states: “Australia
can do better for higher education; for our society,
which is dependent on the knowledge generated from
our world class researchers, for students who rely on
a strong public system to deliver them the education
they deserve, and for the staff who are the heart and
soul of our universities.”

The NTEU also points out that over the past
decade, Australia’s higher education sector has been
weakened by “declining Federal funding, increas-
ing corporatisation of our public universities, [and]
the undermining of the cornerstones of universities
such as academic freedom, collegiality, and research

Photo: Susan Melkisethian — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-
ND 2.0)

independence. This has weakened the university sector
that is vital to Australia’s prosperity.”

The contrast between the government’s approach
to the military and to education could not be starker.
Education must beg for incremental improvements
while the military is showered with funds even to the
extent of billions of dollars for US and UK shipyards
to help them get around to building an Australian
submarine or two.

Starving universities of funds has led to arms
manufacturers being welcomed on to campus to fund
courses and research. These companies attract subsi-
dies to provide courses which are in essence subsidised
training of staff for the arms trade and the military.

In switching from Morrision to Albanese, the
Australian people voted out one mob who wanted to
join the US continual wars, spend big on the military
and host many US bases on our soil, and brought in
another mob who want to do the same. Education is
the big loser in this arrangement.

Unfortunately, Australia has to say: “Sorry kids,
there is no free education in Australia because the
military has the money.”

Of course, that can and must be changed — and
there was free education under Whitlam who reduced
military spending by 50 per cent. &

Ghost shark vs AUKUS?
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Peter Farmer

In a report for online outlet
Pearls and Irritations, vet-
eran analyst Brian Toohey
speculates that the ‘Ghost
Shark,” might mean the end
of the “deeply flawed” plan to
spend more than $368 billion
dollars on acquiring nuclear-
powered submarines from the
US and the UK.

Ghost Shark is the name of an
underwater drone being developed
for the Australian Navy, which has
said it will give them “a stealthy,
long-range autonomous undersea
capability which can conduct per-
sistent intelligence, surveillance,
reconnaissance and strike.”

A couple of words stand out
there — “autonomous” and “strike.”

This sounds like the Ghost Shark
might be able to attack without
human oversight. There’s a long
history of human beings intervening
to stop attacks based on technical
faults, thus preventing World War
Three, so having a robot submarine
with the ability to make its own
decisions about striking does not
sound ideal.

Toohey has pointed out that
if the drones can work well, they
could “render Australia’s nuclear
submarines redundant before they
are anywhere near delivery.”

Defence industry minister Pat
Conroy is enthusiastic about Ghost
Shark, describing it as “an exam-
ple of how Defence and Austral-
ian industry can move at speed to
develop new sovereign capabilities.”

“Speed” is a brave word for

anyone involved in Australian
Defence to use, given how long gov-
ernments of both major parties have
taken to not replace our Collins-
class submarine fleet. “Sovereign”
is a dubious claim too: the Ghost
Sharks are being developed with
the Australian outlet of Anduril, a
US AI and robotics company.

In other Defence news, Vice
Admiral Jonathan Mead, who is in
charge of the Australian Submarine
Agency will not say if around $5
billion paid to the United States for
AUKUS will be refunded. Australia
may not be a super-power, but when
it comes to spending money on not
getting submarines, we’re number
one.

Something to say? Write to the Editor!

editor@cpa.org.au

Israel and the bomb
Hannah Middleton

More than two million Palestinian civilians, including one million chil-
dren, are trapped in the densely populated Gaza Strip.

The casualty figures as of 9 June are: at least 37,084 people killed,
including more than 15,000 children. More than 84,494 people have
been injured and more than 10,000 are missing.

The latest figures in the occupied West Bank are at least 532 peo-
ple killed, including more than 133 children, and more than 5,000
injured.

As of 9 June, Israeli attacks have resulted in more than half of
Gaza’'s homes destroyed or damaged together with 80 per cent of
commercial facilities, 88 per cent of school buildings, 130 ambulanc-
es and 267 places of worship. 16 out of 35 hospitals are partially
functioning.

Do you think it could not get even worse?

Israel has refused to publicly acknowledge that it has nuclear weap-
ons and it is not a party to the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty.

In November 2023, Israel’'s extreme-right Heritage Minister Amichai
Eliyahu proposed that his government drop nuclear bombs on Gaza.

Eliyahu claimed “there is no such thing as uninvolved civilians in
Gaza’”

According to the Times of Israel, he stated that “the northern [Gaza]
Strip has no right to exist.”

Eliyahu called for Palestinians to be ethnically cleansed from Gaza.
He insisted that, “They can go to Ireland or deserts; the monsters in
Gaza should find a solution by themselves.”

This senior Israeli government minister also claimed that people
who wave Palestinian flags “shouldn’t continue living on the face of
the earth.”

In January 2024, Eliyahu repeated his call for Israel to use nuclear
weapons in Gaza.

Eliyahu lives in an illegal West Bank settlement and has demanded
that Israel annex the entire occupied Palestinian territory.

In May this year, prominent member of the US Republican Party, US
Senator Lindsey Graham, also argued that Israel should drop nucle-
ar bombs on Gaza.

“Give Israel the bombs they need to end the war they can’t afford to
lose,” he added.

To justify his proposal for Israel to inflict nuclear bombing of Gaza,
Graham cited the US atomic bombing of Japan, which he insisted
was necessary to win the war.

Graham’s claims are contradicted by a report published in 1946 by
the US Department of War.

In its Strategic Bombing Survey, the US admitted that “it seems
clear that, even without the atomic bombing attacks, air suprema-
cy over Japan could have exerted sufficient pressure to bring about
unconditional surrender and obviate the need for invasion.

“Based on a detailed investigation of all the facts, and supported by
the testimony of the surviving Japanese leaders involved, it is the
Survey’s opinion that certainly prior to 31 December 1945, and in
all probability prior to 1 November 1945, Japan would have sur-
rendered even if the atomic bombs had not been dropped, even if
Russia had not entered the war, and even if no invasion had been
planned or contemplated.

The Geopolitical Economy Report, an anti-imperialist independent
media outlet, reported in August 2023 that “The nuclear strikes on
Japan represented a political decision taken by the United States,
aimed squarely at the Soviet Union; it was the first strike in the Cold
War.

“In August 1945, the USSR was preparing to invade Japan to over-
throw its ruling fascist regime, which had been allied with Nazi
Germany — which the Soviet Red Army had also just defeated in the
European theatre of the war.

“Washington was concerned that, if the Soviets defeated Japanese
fascism and liberated Tokyo like they had in Berlin, then Japan’s
post-fascist government could become an ally of the Soviet Union
and could adopt a socialist government.

“The atomic bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki, there-
fore, were not so much aimed at the Japanese fascists as they were
aimed at the Soviet communists.”

The anniversary of the US atomic bombing of Hiroshima (6 August
1945) and Nagasaki (9 August 1945) will be marked by commemo-
rative events around Australia.
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Fighting for our lives

A speech from Romina Beitseen of the
Campaign for International Cooperation
and Disarmament (CICD) to the Eighth
International Seminar for Peace and for
the Abolition of Foreign Military Bases —
Guantanamo Bay Cuba, May 2024.

Greetings comrades

My name is Romina Beitseen, from
the Campaign for International Co-
operation and Disarmament (CICD.)

I acknowledge that I come from a colo-
nised land that was invaded and where the
indigenous people’s sovereignty has never
been ceded — now we confront another colo-
nisation by US imperialism.

At this time our solidarity and activities
are focussed on the struggle of the Palestin-
ian people.

The Palestinian people’s will to live is
stronger than Israel’s will to destroy!

We struggle for a ceasefire but must
be campaigning for a future, establishing
sources of aid, and for the establishment of
an independent Palestinian state.

The Israel state of Zionist inhuman-
ity, systems of apartheid, occupation, and
genocide has been exposed. The onslaught
has shown the involvement of the western
imperialist nations and military industries
in these crimes, including Australia.

The international movement in solidar-
ity with Palestine represents a rejection of
the reactionary lies and imperialist propa-
ganda system.

Comrades, this is my first visit to beauti-
ful Cuba. I have the pleasure to say that the
CICD acknowledges comrade Miguel Diaz-
Canel President of Cuba and expresses our
appreciation of the great responsibility he
has inherited from the leaders of the revolu-
tion in particular comrade Fidel Castro. We
salute Fidel and Raul Castro, Che Guevara
and the many other historical leaders of this
victorious socialist revolution 90 miles from
the United States.

Despite the criminal US blockade on Cuba
which has tried to destroy the socialist revo-
lution for more than 60 years, Cuba shows
through its peaceful building of friendship
and solidarity in education, medicine, and
sharing of its technology and personnel,
and its great revolutionary spirit with other
countries.

We stand with the Cuban people and
the 185 nations who call for the end of this
inhuman and illegal US blockade.

At this conference against the occupation
and intimidation of foreign military bases
we call for a campaign and solidarity to get
the US base out of Cuba and the return of
Guantanamo to its rightful owner, Cuba.

Comrades, as imperialism faces increas-
ing challenges to its global domination, chal-
lenges which it ultimately cannot defeat, its
responses are increasingly brutal, dangerous,
and world threatening.

Imperialism has always been extremely
harmful and dangerous, bringing enormous
distress, death, and destruction. However
today it is wounded and as a result is even
more dangerous. It is willing to destroy others
to maintain its economic and political power,
and is making constant efforts to claim its
military control.

The highly destructive weapons available
today are unprecedented, and many are being
made even more destructive. Some may even
go beyond human control.

The present stage of imperialism is also
marked by an unprecedented capitalist-made
environmental crisis. Imperialism cannot
resolve this crisis and may drag all life-forms
on earth towards destruction.

As a result, while we can remain opti-
mistic that a better world is still possible, we
face a critical and urgent need to overcome
the twin existential threats now facing all
humanity and the existence of our wonderful
planet — nuclear catastrophe and environ-
mental collapse.

These twin threats are evident in many
ways, including in the US military bases on
Australian soil.

For over 70 years, successive Australian
governments have welcomed US military and
intelligence facilities set up on Australian
territory. In the recent decade, however, this
process has intensified to an unprecedented
degree, undermining Australian peace, secu-
rity, and sovereignty.

MILITARISING
NORTHERN AUSTRALIA

The US-Australia Force Posture Agree-
ment (FPA), signed in 2014, provides the legal
basis for the comprehensive US militarisation
of Australia, especially the north, setting up
Australia as a US forward base from which
to launch its next war.

This agreement gives US forces and
contractors “unlimited access to and use of
Agreed Facilities and Areas” for training,
transit, refuelling aircraft, communications,
prepositioning equipment, deploying forces
and more.

These ‘Agreed Facilities and Areas’ will
essentially be US territory, no longer under
any Australian control.

Australia is being further militarised and
garrisoned as a forward base for US plans for
the encirclement of China — at an estimated
cost to Australian people of a quarter of a
trillion dollars over the next 10 years.

This is criminal madness that will make
Australia a nuclear target while also stealing
the money we desperately need for hous-
ing, health & education and to save the
environment.

Australia is becoming a satellite garrison
state to be disposed of and used by the US.
This unquestioned technical, and organi-
sational integration of northern Austral-
ian military facilities into US planning and
preparation for a conflict with China has
grave implications for Australian security.

US TAKEOVER -
TINDAL AIR BASE

Australia, in its steps towards increased
militarisation by the US war machine, will
host six nuclear-capable B-52 Stratofortress
bombers on permanent rotation at Tindal
air base in the Northern Territory.

For the Pentagon, the B-52 deployment
will provide backup to the increasingly vul-
nerable Andersen air force base on tiny,
heavily militarised Guam.

The US is planning development at
Tindal including an aircraft parking for the
B-52s, maintenance centre, fuel dump, and
ammunition depot.

B-52-H bombers are a frontline US
strategic nuclear weapons platform of the
87 B-52s currently deployed by the US, 46
are nuclear capable.

Australian government acceptance
of statements that the United States will
“neither confirm nor deny” the presence of
nuclear weapons in Australia equate to an
abandonment of sovereignty.

SPACE WARFARE

Australia is currently developing two
new bases for space warfare.
The Australian Defence Space Command

Romina Bietsen with Andrew Irving at the gates of Pine Gap 2016.

was set up in January 2022 with the claim
that “It is central to how we will fight and win
in the future using advanced hypersonic, pre-
cision strike missiles and guided weapons.”

The increased investment into space
related military technologies by the Australian
Government is dangerous, given Canberra’s
close links with US military ambitions to
dominate space.

CYBER WARFARE

The Australian government has commit-
ted billions of dollars for cyber operations.

The new cyber program, allowing for
closer collaboration with key allies, especially
the US and UK, is aimed first and foremost
against China.

PINE GAP

The Pine Gap base near Alice Springs
in central Australia is the most important
United States intelligence facility outside
that country, playing a vital role in the col-
lection of a wide range of signals intelligence,
providing early warning ballistic missile
launches, targeting of nuclear weapons,
providing battlefield intelligence data for
US armed forces.

Pine Gap, already large and now growing
more rapidly than ever before, will play an
irreplaceable role in all US military opera-
tions from Africa to the Pacific as well as
a critical defensive and offensive role in a
conventional or nuclear war against China.

GAZA
I should make the point here that there
is strong evidence of possible Australian
complicity in the Israeli genocide in Gaza
through the provision of Australian sourced
intelligence to Israel, specifically intelligence
from Pine Gap considering:

« The historical record of US signals
intelligence from satellites controlled
through Pine Gap being provided by the
US to Israel

« Signals intelligence co-operation
agreements between the United States
and the Israel Defence Force.

ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPLICATIONS

In recent years a new movement, often led
by young people, has grown up in Australia
and many other countries. Calls for system
change and signs that denounce capitalism
have become increasingly popular.

Urgent action is needed to combat climate

We struggle for a ceasefire, but
campaigning for a future, establishing sources
of aid and an independent Palestinian state

change, yet the resources needed are not
provided. In contrast, the budget for the
military keeps growing at an alarming rate.

The AUKUS decision to buy nuclear
powered submarines will cost $32 million
a day for the next 30 years.

If the world’s militaries were a country,
it would have the fourth highest carbon
footprint. As one example one B-52 fighter
jet consumes about as much fuel in one hour
as the average car driver uses in seven years.

The richest countries are spending 30
times as much on their armed forces as they
spend on providing climate finance for the
world’s most vulnerable countries. This is
inequity on a grand scale.

Notions of “security” and “threat” have
been hijacked by militaries to justify wars
and threats of wars that destroy prospects
of genuine security for all on a sustainable
planet.

FIGHTING FOR OUR LIVES

The speed, complexity and numbers of
issues is presenting challenges for the peace
movement in Australia.

Yet we must redouble our efforts for
peace, if only because a conflict between
nuclear powers would seal our environmental
death warrant.

We must reverse the current path towards
a war between the US and China, which would
be a disaster for the climate quite apart from
its other multiple impacts.

Preparations for war distract attention
and funding from where it is really needed
— in global co-operation to address our
common threats.

The chaotic nature of the capitalist drive
for profit got the planet into the current dif-
ficulty and cannot provide the way out. So,
we the people will have to make the changes
needed to save our world.

We must get rid of the vested interests
that continue to profit from our suffering if
we have any hope of saving our lives. A huge
political and economic struggle is needed to
turn things around.

Imperialism is in its most dangerous
phase. This must be recognised if we are col-
lectively to win the battle to create a world
based on peace, social justice and environ-
mental sustainability.

Socialism offers the scope and means,
which capitalism does not have, for solving
the environmental crisis and delivering to
workers a peaceful and sustainable planet.

Viva Cuba and Palestine &
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As war Iin the Middle East
threatens to spread, nuclear
disarmament is imperative

Melissa Parke

Israel has long been, a nuclear-armed state — the
only one in the Middle East — though this fact has
never been officially acknowledged. The Israeli
government has maintained a policy of “nuclear
ambiguity,” neither confirming nor denying it pos-
sesses the bomb.

The United States and most western governments,
at the expense of their credibility as advocates for non-
proliferation, have played along.

With the risk that the war in Gaza is morphing into a
direct confrontation between Israel and Iran that could
draw in more nuclear-armed states on different sides
(given US support for Israel and Russia’s growing support
for Iran), the time has come for urgent action to ensure
nuclear weapons are not used in the Middle East.

The tit-for-tat drone and missile strikes between Israel
and Iran since the Israeli attack on the Iranian embassy
compound in Syria last month seem to be calibrated not to
provoke an all-out war. It’s an approach fraught with the
risk of miscalculation and cannot be relied on to prevent
a wider conflict.

The International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) has
raised the alarm that Israel could attack Iranian nuclear
facilities, which Israel alleges are a covert nuclear weapons
program. For their part, the IAEA and US have expressed
concern about Iranian intentions, without accusing it of
planning to develop weapons, and called for it to return
to compliance with the 2015 Iran nuclear deal.

There is also the threat Israel could use its own nuclear
weapons, as politicians from Israel’s governing coalition
have already discussed. It’s an idea some US politicians,
including Sen. Lindsay Graham (R-S.C.), have appeared
to endorse.

When a member of Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu’s cabinet, Amihai Eliyahu, spoke of dropping
a nuclear bomb on the people of Gaza, the Israeli leader
immediately slapped him down. Such threats, even from
a junior minister, raise a justifiable concern about Israel’s
vague and ambiguous nuclear intentions.

For years, Arab states and Iran have vocally objected to
Israel’s nuclear arsenal — thought to comprise around 9o
warheads. Their calls for Israel to eliminate these weapons
have grown louder during the current Gaza war.

The US and the rest of the international community
must be clear-eyed about the need for nuclear disarma-
ment in any long-term peace settlement in the Middle East.
We need to dispense with the pretense of ambiguity and
have an honest and open discussion about Israel’s nuclear
weapons and why they must be eliminated, particularly

given that they clearly have not had any deterrent effect
against conventional attacks.

Israel and its key allies have long demanded, as a condi-
tion for their future recognition of Palestinian statehood,
that Palestine be completely “demilitarised” to ensure
Israel’s long-term security. But there is an imperative, too,
for Israel to move in the same direction — first and fore-
most, by dismantling its nuclear arsenal — for the security
of Palestinians, Israelis and the world.

Equally, Israel and the international community have
been adamant that Iran must not use its nuclear program
to develop nuclear weapons. The current impasse in reviv-
ing the nuclear deal, following then-President Trump’s
decision to abandon it in 2018, could be superseded by a
grand compromise that sees a nuclear-free Middle East.

Israel and the other countries in the region, along with
all other nuclear-armed states, should join the Treaty on
the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) as the only
existing international treaty that provides a pathway
towards fair and verifiable disarmament.

Negotiated and adopted at the United Nations in 2017
with the backing of 122 states, it established a legally bind-
ing, multilateral framework for eliminating nuclear weapons.

In Israel’s case, once it has destroyed its stockpile
of nuclear warheads, it should also accede to the Non-
Proliferation Treaty (NPT). Notably, the state of Palestine
is already a party to both treaties, having acceded to the
NPT in 2015 and ratified the TPNW in 2018.

At the same time, Israel should engage with the proc-
ess to establish a zone free of nuclear weapons and other
weapons of mass destruction in the Middle East. This
proposal was first made in the 1970s, but it has gained
traction since 2019 with the establishment of a negotiating
conference at the UN, scheduled to meet annually until
a treaty is achieved. While it enjoys strong support from
Arab states and Iran, Israel has so far failed to participate.

More than 35,000 civilians, mostly Palestinians, have
been killed by conventional weapons in the past six months;
imagine what a nuclear weapon would do.

Eliminating Israel’s nuclear weapons and ensuring that
Iran or any other state in the Middle East never acquires
them is vital to ensuring the long-term security of all people
in the region — including, not least of all, Israelis. Without
disarmament, true peace will remain elusive, and the threat
of a nuclear conflagration will continue to loom large.
Melissa Parke is executive director of the International
Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons (ICAN), winner of the
2017 Nobel Peace Prize. She formerly worked for the United
Nations in Gaza, Kosovo, New York, and Lebanon and served
as Australia’'s Minister for International Development.

Originally published in thehil.com &
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Monroe Doctrine: Two Centuries of
implacable imperialism

Since its inception in 1823, the
Monroe Doctrine has been the
ideological manifestation guid-
ing the United States’ foreign
policy toward Latin America.
Its intrinsic nature has served
as an instrument of American
expansion and domination in
the region.

From the early years of the
United States’ independence, the
Monroe Doctrine emerged as a
guiding principle. After the war
against the English monarchy, the
North American country adopted
an expansionist approach, initially
intervening in Canada and extend-
ing its influence into Latin America
and the Caribbean.

It is at this point that an
endless chain of interventions,
military coups, and political
assassinations begins, all aimed
at maintaining the exploitation
of Latin America.

The Monroe Doctrine, at its
core, is the formalised expres-
sion of a state piracy policy: the
appropriation of others’ wealth,

even if it requires shedding blood
to achieve it.

Over these two centuries, it
has been a constant obstacle to the
autonomous development of Latin
America, ignoring international law
and unleashing a series of impe-
rialistic tactics aimed at ensuring
American supremacy in the region.

In recent decades, we have
witnessed changes in the meth-
ods used by the United States to
intervene in Latin American and
global politics. After the rise of
state terrorism in Latin American
dictatorships, euphemistically
called States of National Security,
Washington’s propaganda, which
previously advocated for democracy
and social well-being, became a
tool to suppress any attempts at
democratization and autonomous
development in Latin America.

The transition to “colour revolu-
tions” in the 1990s marked a new
phase in the application of the
Monroe Doctrine. These events,
like the case of Salvador Allende
in Chile years before, combine

popular uprisings with military
tactics to change governments that
do not align with American inter-
ests. Although less “spectacular”
than traditional military coups,
colour revolutions have proven
equally effective in overthrowing
independent governments.
When assessing the dangers
of the Monroe Doctrine for Latin
America, it is evident that its histor-
ical persistence has systematically
hindered the progress and autono-
mous development of the region.
However, the rise of China, Russia,
and other countries as alternative
powers has provided a new hope.
Despite lingering limitations,
China, for example, offers a dif-
ferent option for Latin America in
terms of trade and development,
providing an alternative to the
continent’s historical dependence
on American colonialism.
Regarding the indirect effects of
the Monroe Doctrine on the world,
it is crucial to highlight how it has
stifled strategic alternatives for
liberation, particularly socialism.

The global expansion of liberal
democracy ideology has legitimised
US domination over other countries
and weakened resistance through
effective ideological control. This
“lobotomisation” of the masses has
led to the acceptance of an interna-
tional order favouring imperialist
countries.

Looking to the future of the
American interventionist and
expansionist tool, the continuation
of Washington’s efforts to destroy
any attempts at social democratic
development in Latin America
seems inevitable.

The restoration of Washington’s
control over the region appears
inevitable, except perhaps for
countries like Mexico, Nicaragua,
Venezuela, and Cuba, which resist.

The struggle against the Monroe
Doctrine will depend on a mas-
sive awareness campaign in Latin
America, supported by strong col-
laboration with China, Russia, and
other centres of global power chal-
lenging the usual unilateralism of
Washington and its allies.

China’s proposal to establish
international relations centred on
cooperation is the only viable alter-
native. The future of the Monroe
Doctrine will hinge on its continu-
ation or extinction, depending on
the results of the struggle between
imperialism and the openness
proposed by emerging powers,
confirming whether this doctrine is
limited to the Western Hemisphere
or persists as a global threat.

In an ever-evolving world, it
is imperative that Latin America
seeks and consolidates alliances
and partnerships that promote its
autonomous development and lib-
eration from the historical chains
imposed by the Monroe Doctrine.

The region must look beyond
the shadows of the Monroe Doc-
trine and forge a path toward a
future where self-determination and
international cooperation prevail
over persistent imperialism.
Telesur &
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Israel threatens war with Lebanon

William Briggs

For eight months the world has
watched and been horrified at Israel’s
barbaric assault on Gaza. For eight
months there has been a less well-
reported, low-level assault against
southern Lebanon, which shares a bor-
der with Israel. Israel has used white
phosphorous munitions, bombed and
shelled villages and has threatened to
raze Beirut. It has now let the world
know that it is ready to act on those
threats.

Hundreds of Lebanese have been killed.
Hezbollah fighters have responded in a tit-
for-tat cross border conflict as Hezbollah
has joined in solidarity with the people of
Palestine. Soon after the invasion of Gaza
began, Netanyahu pledged that if Hezbol-
lah “started” an all-out war, Beirut would
be “turned into Gaza.” Things have taken a
decided turn for the worse as Israel prepares
for a possible war, in the name of ensuring
security for its people.

Hezbollah’s deputy leader, Sheikh Naim
Qassem has commented that they had no
intention of widening the conflict, but that
if presented with continued aggression from
Israel, Hezbollah was ready to respond.
Hezbollah is well equipped and armed.
The potential for such a war to develop is
very real.

The border shelling and the missile
attacks have become more intense. Israel
appears more than willing to expand this
into a much broader conflict. The USA has
warned Netanyahu against any invasion of
Lebanese territory, but everyone remember
Biden’s retreats on his other “red lines.”

Netanyahu and his war cabinet have
drawn up plans for just such an escalation.
Just days ago, he visited the border with
Lebanon and remarked that “we are pre-
pared for a very intense operation in the
north. One way or another, we will restore
security.” Israeli military chief of staff, Herzl
Halevi, let it be known that the army was

ready “to move to an offensive.” All in the
name of security.

The Israeli leadership’s version of secu-
rity can be seen from the way it has sought
to eliminate the Palestinian people in Gaza.

An Israeli spokesperson defended the
potential escalation into Lebanon, claiming
that Israel was committed to ensuring the
safety of Israelis living near the border. He
bluntly stated that “it is up to Hezbollah to
decide if this can be accomplished by diplo-
matic means or by force. We are defending
this country and no one should be surprised
by our response.”

Security and safety for the Lebanese, as
far as Israel is concerned, doesn’t matter.
Over 90,000 Lebanese have already been
displaced due to air strikes and shelling by
the Israeli military.

Security for Israel, in the words of Likud
education minister Yoav Kisch, means that
Israel “must go to war to drive Hezbollah ...
beyond the Litani.” The Litani river meets the
Mediterranean Sea near the Lebanese city
of Tyre. It is 19 kilometres from the border.

Benny Gantz, a war cabinet member
who has since resigned is often portrayed
as a better option than Netanyahu to lead
Israel. He also visited the northern border
with Lebanon. His view is that the issue
would have to be dealt with quickly, by force
if necessary.

Israeli politics has reached such a state
that Netanyahu is now being presented as
not being aggressive enough.

Former Prime Minister and now opposi-
tion leader Yair Lapid has also urged more
“Israeli deterrence.”

Lapid has much in common with
Netanyahu. Both are seeking to gain politi-
cal mileage out of potentially ‘burning’ the
entire region. Both seem to accept the logic
of destruction to maintain power. Neither
turns a hair at the use of white phosphorous
against Lebanese residential areas.

Israel has used white phosphorous
munitions in strikes against Lebanon on
17 occasions since October. These include

Graphic: Wikipedia (CC BY-SA 3.0)

a number of strikes over populated areas,
illegal under international law.

Ramzi Kaiss, a researcher with Human
Rights Watch stated that “Israel’s use of
airburst white phosphorus munitions in
populated areas indiscriminately harms civil-
ians and has led many to leave their homes.”

Lebanon’s Ministry of Public Health has

stated that exposure to white phosphorus has
injured at least 173 people. Human Rights
Watch has recommended that Lebanon
promptly file a declaration with the Inter-
national Criminal Court (ICC), “enabling
the investigation and prosecution of grave
international crimes ... on Lebanese territory
since October 2023.” &
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After ousting former party
leader Jeremy Corbyn and pre-
venting him from running in
his long-held constituency on
a Labour ticket, Keir Starmer
and other Labour Party lead-
ers have begun to target other
members.

One notable case is that of Faiza
Shaheen, ousted on 29 May, who
nearly unseated the Tory repre-
sentative in her constituency in
2019. Since then, Shaheen has
continued to engage with the com-
munity, canvassing with her baby,
determined to achieve a victory
this time around. She had publicly

announced her readiness to begin
the official campaign, only to be
shocked by the party’s decision to
replace her with a candidate with
no community ties.

Shaheen is not the only Muslim
candidate to be threatened by
Labour’s selection process. It is
anticipated that Apsana Begum,
a member of Parliament, might
be dropped after Zionist media
published calls for her deselection.
Begum has experienced Islamo-
phobia in her political career and
has warned about the toll a lengthy
court process had taken on her
health, with Labour providing her

with no support at the time. She
has also expressed solidarity with
Palestine on a number of occasions.
Starmer has also warmly
welcomed former Tory members
who switched camps ahead of
the election. This treatment was
not extended to Labour members
with a track record of fighting for
social justice. Diane Abbott, the
country’s first Black woman MP,
is still awaiting confirmation on
whether she will be allowed to run
as a party candidate.
Globetrotter &

Blinken

‘acting like

Israel’s

foreign minister’

-!“ -p
o A
o <
L] L]
° ¥

4UST‘RP

Sunshine Coast Branch

¢pa.org.au/shop

Peter Farmer

Hamas officials have accused Anthony Blink-
en, the US Secretary of State, of bias as nego-
tiations over a possible ceasefire continue.

Hamas official Taher Al-Nunu told Al Jazeera that
Blinken “lacks neutrality. He lacks even-handedness.
He operates with double standards. He is trying to
portray the [Palestinian] resistance as if it is the party
obstructing the deal.”

Blinken, for his part, has accused Hamas of obstruc-
tionism, saying that they had proposed changes that
“g0 beyond positions that it had previously taken and
accepted.” He also said that the Israeli war on Gaza
would continue “as a result.” Blinken has tried to put

the blame on Hamas, saying that there had been “a
deal that the entire world is behind, a deal Israel has
accepted. And Hamas could have answered with a
single word: Yes.”

US President Joe Biden has said that the ceasefire
would include a permanent end to hostilities and the
withdrawal of Israeli forces from Gaza.

The Prime Minister of Qatar, which is hosting
the talks, has called for a “sustainable solution” with
a Palestinian state with East Jerusalem as a capital,
based on the 1967 borders.

US President Joe Biden has called for a two-state
solution, something Israeli PM Natanyaju still rejects.

The USA gives Israel US$3.8 billion per year in
military aid. &



Guardian

International

Far-right parties
surge in European
parliament

Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni more than doubled her party’s seats. Photo: governo.it (CC BY 3.0)

Far-right parties achieved major gains in the
European Parliament elections this month.
Results showed a clear shift to the far-right
and in France prompted French President
Emmanuel Macron to call a snap parliamen-
tary election.

Italian Premier Giorgia Meloni more than dou-
bled her party’s seats in the assembly. Despite being
hounded by a scandal involving candidates, the neo-
nazi Alternative for Germany (AfD) still rallied enough
seats to sweep past the Olaf Scholz’ Social Democrats.

Overall, the Christian Democrats remain the larg-
est group in the 720-seat parliament.

Provisional results showed that the Christian
Democrats would have 189 seats (up 13), the Social
Democrats 135 (down four), and the pro-business
Renew group 83 (down 19). The Greens slumped to
53, down 18.

A disturbing result was the surge of support in
the French poll for the far-right National Rally party
of Marine Le Pen.

It won over 30 per cent, about twice as much as
Mr Macron’s pro- European Renew party.

The result in France led to Macron taking the huge
gamble of dissolving the country’s National Assembly
and calling a general election for later this month.

Le Pen said: “We’re ready to turn the country
around, ready to defend the interests of the French,
ready to put an end to mass immigration,” echoing
the rallying cry of so many far-right leaders in other
countries.

Leader of the French communists, Fabien Roussel,
said his party would put “all its energy into building
the broad popular front, capable of bringing hope
to the left and defeating the extreme right,” in the
assembly elections.

In Germany, the EU’s most populous nation, pro-
jections indicated that voters had not been dissuaded
by the AfD’s scandals as it rose to 16.5 per cent, up
from 11 per cent in 2019.

In comparison, the combined result for the three
parties in the German governing coalition barely
topped 30 per cent.

German Greens were predicted to fall from 20
per cent to 12 per cent.

Some experts suggest the fall from grace is partly
due to the German Greens’ support for the Israeli war
against the Palestinians in Gaza.

Moming Star &

India: Modi sworn in
for a third term

Narendra Modi was sworn

and force the authoritarian Modi

17 June 2024 ©

in for a third term as India’s
Prime Minister. President
Droupadi Murmu adminis-
tered the oath at India’s pres-
idential palace Rashtrapati
Bhavan in New Delhi.

Modi’s third term as the coun-
try’s leader has only ever been
matched by the country’s first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru.

But it comes after the far-right
Hindu nationalist and his Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) lost 63 seats
in the marathon general election
which began on 14 April and ended
1 June.

240 seats is a far cry from
the 303 the BJP won in the 2019

election and way behind the 370
seats Modi claimed his party would
secure.

Instead, Modi has to rely on
support from a 15-member coali-
tion, called the National Democratic
Alliance (NDA), in order to form
government.

The leaders of the NDA parties
unanimously backed Modi to be
elected as Prime Minister by the
parliament.

During the coalition meeting
Modi said that the NDA “has com-
pleted around three decades as an
alliance,” saying that “this was no
ordinary thing.”

Analysts predict that the coali-
tion will shift parliamentary politics

into a more collaborative approach.

Sajjan Kumar, head of the New
Delhi-based political research group
PRACCIS, said: “In the past, the
BJP has had confidence because of
its sheer majority.

“The coalition will now
force the BJP to engage in more
consultation.”

Meanwhile, Rahul Gandhi,
the head of the Congress Party, is
expected to be officially recognised
as India’s leader of the opposition.

The position has been vacant for
a decade because Congress — once
India’s dominant party — fell short
of the necessary threshold.
Morming Star &
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. Global Briefs

China: The unmanned Chang’e-6 probe successfully landed on
the dark side of the Moon for the world’s first mission to col-
lect samples from that region. Samples were collected from the
South Pole-Aitken region, the largest, oldest, and deepest basin
recognised on the Moon. In addition to sample collection, the
probe carried scientific payloads from the French Space Agency
and European Space Agency, as well as Italy and Pakistan.
The Chinese Lunar Sample Laboratory in Beijing, which studied
samples from the 2020 Chang’e-5 mission, is prepared to ana-
lyse samples from Chang’e-6.

South Korea: Workers at Samsung Electronics have gone on
strike for the first time as part of a larger campaign for better
pay and benefits. One of South Korea’s big four companies,
Samsung has not seen a strike in its 55-year history, in spite of
frequent legal troubles involving executives and corruption. The
National Samsung Electronics Union (NSEU), which represents
tens of thousands of workers, has led the campaign and coor-
dinated the strike effort, which consisted of workers taking paid
leave entitlements simultaneously on 7 July. South Korea has a
history of violent anti-union crackdowns and Samsung itself has
historically avoided wage negotiations with the NSEU.

Wales: 17 Gaza protesters were arrested in Cardiff on 5 June,
sparking outrage amongst peace campaigners. An organis-
er of protests in the wake of Israel's assault on Rafah was the
first to be arrested, and 16 others were later arrested on sus-
picion of violent behaviour after demanding his release. All 17
were later released without charge, however the bail condi-
tions imposed upon them have effectively banned them from
further protest activity. The bail conditions banned meeting in
public with groups larger than 5 people. The 17 are also una-
ble to communicate with each other. Groups such as Stop the
War Cymru have condemned the bail conditions as “undemo-
cratic,” while other protesters have reported police violence at
demonstrations.

USA: Biden has imposed new immigration restrictions, stat-
ing that the right to asylum can be denied whenever officials
claim the southern border is “overwhelmed.” The declaration
cited Sec. 212(f) of the 1952 Immigration and Nationality Act,
the same law invoked by Trump for his 2017 Muslim Ban and
2018 ban on asylum seekers. The new restrictions go into effect
whenever attempted entries hit 2,500 per day, which in prac-
tice means they have gone into effect immediately, as average
daily arrest averages have exceeded 2,500 for the last 3 years.
Restrictions are to remain until the number drops to below 1,500
for 2 consecutive weeks, a number not seen since July 2020,
the height of COVID.

Argentina: Argentine courts have ordered President Milei’s
government and the Ministry of Human Capital to distribute
thousands of tonnes of food supplies being withheld from com-
munity kitchen services. About half of Argentina’s population
lives in poverty, with many relying on the 45,000 soup kitchen
services around the country. The food has been withheld as
part of Milei’s neoliberal campaign against public services and
government spending.

Russia: The Saint Petersburg International Economic Forum
(SPIEF) for 2024 began on 6 June, with record numbers of
attendees from 130 countries. Multipolarity and sustainable
development were the main focuses of the event. In his speech
outlining Russia’'s economic strategy through to 2030, Putin
drew attention to the failures of Western sanctions, stating that
the actions of the US and EU have only pushed the develop-
ment of Russian self-sufficiency, global trade in currencies other
than the Euro and the US dollar, and stronger economic relation-
ships between members of the Global South outside of Western
systems. Representatives from other countries, including China
and Venezuela, echoed the calls for greater multipolarity.

France: President Emmanuel Macron has called a snap elec-
tion after heavy losses to the far-right Rassmblement National
(National Rally) party in the country’s EU election. He may be
hoping to catch Marine Le Pen’s party by surprise, but it's a
risky move given Macron’s unstable popularity with the French
electorate.
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Shangri-la an exercise in
US coercion and bullying

William Briggs

The Shangri-la Dialogue, a regular
international gathering organised by
the International Institute for Strategic
Studies (IISS), has recently concluded
in Singapore. Described as a “world-
leading authority on global security,
political risk and military conflict” it
is regularly attended by Defence Min-
isters and leaders from around the
world. The IISS claims that the con-
ference aims to “come up with fresh
approaches.”

US Secretary of Defence, Lloyd Austin,
used the conference to threaten China. Aus-
tralian Defence Minister, Richard Marles,
took the opportunity to further show Austral-
ia’s blind loyalty to the USA. China’s Defence
Minister, Dong Jun, defended China’s posi-
tion in the region while expressing the wish
to overcome regional and international dis-
putes. Ukrainian President Zelensky arrived
and launched a predictable tirade.

A sad irony, implicit in the name of the
conference went unnoticed. Shangri-la is
an imagined utopia. It is a far-away land
of perfection. Every year that the confer-
ence is held marks a further step away from
‘Shangri-la’ and a step closer to crisis and
destruction.

Zelensky called for nations to attend the
‘peace’ conference in Switzerland, designed
to present a united front against Russia in
the Ukraine war. He accused China of being
an “instrument” used by Russia to disrupt
these ‘talks.’

Richard Marles’ speech was entirely in
lockstep with the USA. He spoke of global
“competition” stressing that this was between
those who support the “global rules-based
order” and the rest. He spoke of Gaza. He
expressed his “horror” but emphasised that
Israel is a “democratic state.”

He delivered the orthodox US view that
the China-Russia relationship is “malign.”
He showed concern that China’s “military
capability ... seeks to be on par with the
United States,” going on to argue that China’s
“support for Russia” (not toeing the US line)
“raises important questions about the role it
intends to play as a global actor.”

Marles used this confection to justify
his government’s warmongering stance. He
seemed proud that Australian annual defence
spending will almost double over the coming
decade to $100 billion, around 2.4 per cent
of GDP. This economically crippling outlay is
to “deepen its alliance with the United States,
including through enhanced force posture
cooperation in Australia, as we welcome
recent US force posture enhancements in

Y
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Japan, the Philippines and elsewhere.” So
much for seeking solutions to regional and
global problems.

The Shangri-la meeting was, despite
whatever spin the West might try to put on it,
an exercise in attacking China. Lloyd Austin
was hardly ambiguous in this. He repeated
an oft-made statement of America’s commit-
ment to the Indo-Pacific and that the US is
“not going anywhere.”

Turning truth on its head Austin claimed
that US allies are “converging around these
enduring beliefs: respect for sovereignty and
international law. The free flow of commerce
and ideas. Freedom of the seas and skies.”
The Defence Secretary made it clear how
this was to be implemented:

“The US military remains the most
capable fighting force on Earth. With the
support of Congress, this Administration
has delivered major funding every year to
keep it that way ... We’re moving quickly to
get those funds to our partners. The recently
passed National-Security Supplemental also
included major investments in our subma-
rine industrial base to help strengthen our

AUKUS partnership with Australia, and the
United Kingdom.”

He went on at length explaining how this
‘convergence’ was being accomplished. “With
Japan and the Republic of Korea, we have
created a multi-year trilateral exercise plan.
Its highlight is a new, named exercise that
will allow our countries to train together in
unprecedented ways ... With Japan, we’re
forward-stationing the most advanced for-
mation in the United States Marine Corps.
With the Philippines, we're expanding US
rotational access to four new sites in the
Philippines through our Enhanced Defence
Cooperation Agreement. With Papua New
Guinea, we finalised a historic Defence
Cooperation Agreement just last year. And
with Australia, we’re moving out on major
posture initiatives in every domain.”

In case anyone was in doubt as to how
the US sees the region, Austin also described
its role “vital” in the Indo-Pacific — together
with “our friends” in the region.

In the face of such a blunt and aggressive
position, China’s Defence Minister Dong Jun’s
remarks were rational. He let it be known

that China would defend its interests. “We
will not allow anyone to bring geopolitical
conflicts or any war, whether hot or cold, into
our region. We will not allow any country
or any force to create conflict and chaos in
our region.” At the same time, he repeated
that China remains “open to exchanges and
cooperation with the US military,” but added
that “this requires efforts from both sides.”

Austin concluded his address with a
display of bluster, threat and intimidation
by attacking anyone who disagrees with
the USA’s plan for the world as “critics and
propagandists” who “reject the rule of law”
and “try to impose their will through coer-
cion and aggression.”

“Rule of law” is pretty rich from the
nation that won’t recognise the International
Court of Justice, isn’t a signatory to the
International Law of the Sea, and ignores
UN resolutions on Israel.

Coercion and aggression? Whose? The
USA’s! Austin speaks for an imperialist
world view that recognises brute power as
legitimate foreign policy. @

South Africa: Communists warn of right-wing threat

South Africa’s African National
Congress (ANC) party will not
consider any demands from
possible coalition partners that
President Cyril Ramaphosa
step down, a top official said.
This came after the ANC lost
its 30-year-old majority after
a stinging result in the 29 May
election.

South Africa has now been
plunged into a series of negotia-
tions to form a national coalition
government and to maintain stabil-
ity. ANC Secretary-General Fikile
Mbalula said President Ramaphosa
would remain as party leader and
any demands from others that he
resign for talks to go ahead was “a
no-go area.”

“President Ramaphosa is the
president of the ANC,” Mbalula
said in the leadership’s first public
comments since the landmark elec-
tion results.

He said: “And if you come to us

with the demand that Ramaphosa
is going to step down as the presi-
dent, that is not going to happen.”

Mbalula insisted that the ANC
was open to talks with every other
political party in an effort to form a
government, but “no political party
will dictate terms to us, the ANC.
They will not. You come to us with
that demand, forget it.”

The ANC received just over 40
per cent of the votes, falling well
short of the majority it has held for
all of South Africa’s young democ-
racy. But the ANC will still be by far
the largest party in the parliament.
It is in a tripartite alliance with the
Congress of South African Trade
Unions (COSATU) and the South
African Communist Party (SACP).

Mbakula acknowledged that
“the results send a clear message to
the ANC.” He said, “We wish to send
a message to the people of South
Africa: ‘We have heard them.”” He
said that the ANC was committed

to forming a stable government but
recognised the economic troubles
facing the population.

Unemployment is at record
levels, hovering near 32 per cent,
with youth facing jobless rates of
more than 50 per cent. The poverty
rate is 62 per cent, according to the
World Bank, while inflation for the
bottom percentage of the popula-
tion is at 9.3 per cent. Power and
water shortages are regular features
of life for many.

These are the problems that
opposition parties sought to exploit.
The Democratic Alliance came
second in the poll with 21 per cent
of the vote. It draws its support
predominantly from Afrikaans,
English-speaking people, and white
business owners.

The new MK Party of former
President Jacob Zuma came third
with 14 per cent. Zuma was forced
to resign in 2018 due to a flood of
corruption scandals. Zuma has said

Ramaphosa must go as leader of
the ANC and the country before it
would be willing to enter coalition
talks with the ANC.

The Economic Freedom Fight-
ers (EEF), a far-left party, came
fourth, with just under 10 per cent.

Ahead of the election, SACP
General Secretary Solly Mapaila
warned of the danger if DA and
EEF were able to gain power. He
said that the DA “stands for neoco-
lonialism of a special type and is at
the service of imperialist regimes,”
particularly the US, and would
align South Africa’s domestic and
foreign policies with the wishes of
Washington.

The SACP worked hard to
remind voters that the DA also
made clear that it would reverse
public employment programs in
the name of reducing the size of
the state, cut social security spend-
ing, and abolish popular ANC
initiatives like a student financing

program and Black Economic
Empowerment.

Mapaila had pinpointed “certain
sections of capital” as the prime
movers behind the effort to “unseat
the ANC and by extension obliter-
ate any prospects for a successful
National Democratic Revolution.”

He argued that the ANC gov-
ernment must continue but that
there must be a re-assertion of
“national-revolutionary transfor-
mation,” and an end to neoliberal
economic policies in order to build
on the progress made since the
overthrow of apartheid in 1994.

The Communist Party acknowl-
edged what it called “the glaring
weaknesses” of some of the ANC’s
economic management, but SACP
Central Committee member Buti
Manamela said it was still “the only
worthwhile political force advancing
the needs, interests, and aspirations
of the working class and the poor.”
People’s World &
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Worth reading -
philosophy/ideas

Plekhanov — Collected Works

Plekhanov (1856 -1918) something of a footnote

to communism. One of the first Russian Marxists,
Plekhanov joined with fellow Marxists including Lenin,
to form the newspaper Iskra, but went on to be on the
wrong side of the Menshevik-Bolshevik divide. His
earlier work is invaluable in understanding Marxist
philosophy. Lenin said “It is impossible to become an
intelligent and genuine communist without studying,
precisely studying, all that Plekhanov has written

on philosophy.” Often witty, and particularly good at
explaining historical materialism and defending it from
contemporary critics, Plekhanov’s selected works are
also worth reading for his critique of anarchism, in
‘Anarchism or Socialism’ and elsewhere.

Available in free online versions, or second-hand.

Why not Socialism?
GA Cohen

In this small intelligent book, GA Cohen, analytic
philosopher and Marxist, asks the title question

and explores the answer through close study of an
analogy between society and a camping trip. Writing
it like this makes it sound inane — society isn’t a
camping trip! However, Cohen works closely to show
why socialist values should guide how we live and
approach the people we have to share our town,
country, and world with. A good gift for any open-
minded non-socialists in your life.

Reader in Marxist Philosophy: From the
Writings of Marx, Engels, and Lenin
Howard Selsam & Harry Martel, editors

If we want to change the world, then first we must
understand how the world works. This is the essence
of Marxist philosophy. This book offers a clear
introduction to the most central ideas of Marxist
philosophy, and uses Marx, Engels and Lenin as
springboards to that understanding. It is a philosophy
closely connected to practice. The book introduces
and explains many ideas; logic, theory of knowledge,
of history, and ethics. Importantly it opens up an
appreciation of materialism; the idea that drives
Marxist-Leninist theory.

The book is a vital launching pad to appreciating the
vastness of Marxist philosophy.

(available at cpa.org.au/shop/)

History of Western Philosophy,
Bertrand Russell

If there’s a club for books with intimidating titles which
are actually a breeze to read, History of Western
Philosophy would be a founding member. Written

off the back of lectures in 1945, this book has never
been out of print since. It's an accessible introduction
to Western Philosophy, and a good place to start if
you accept its limitations; these being that Russell
doesn’t do justice to, or ignores, things he doesn’t

READER IN

MARXIST
PHILOSOPHY

from the writings of Marx, Engels,and Lenin

selested and Edited by HOWARD SELSAM & HARRY MARTEL

understand, so this is not the book to go to if you
want to be any the wiser about Nietzsche (who
gets about a page worth of gossip), Marx, Sartre or
Wittgenstein (all of whom he ignores).

Marxist Philosophy: A Popular Outline
V G Afanasyev

An understanding of dialectical materialism unlocks
the world. Afanasyev’s book, in outlining the essence
of Marxist theory, allows the reader to approach

the big questions with a degree of authority and
optimism.

Afanasyev explains dialectical materialism, how
materialism proceeds from the premise that matter
is primary, and that Marxism studies the world as

it really is. He explains dialectics as it studies the
material world in constant motion, development and
change.

Marx famously said that philosophers had previously
interpreted the world, but that the point is to change

it. This book gives us some of the tools to do just that.

The Duty of Genius
Ray Monk

Speaking of Wittgenstein, a very good way to

get started on his ideas is this award-winning

1991 biography. Wittgenstein started off trying

to make better propellers for planes, then moved

to mathematics, and then philosophy, where he
revolutionised logic and went on to change people’s
minds about a range of topics, from ethics, art, and
indeed how to do philosophy.
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Indigenous Women
Unheard

Skye Dannaher

In the shadow of Australia’s colonial history, the voices of
First Nations women resonate with a profound urgency, par-
ticularly in the realm of domestic violence — a realm where
they are disproportionately victimised. The recent formation
of a federal expert panel on domestic violence, conspicu-
ously lacking an Indigenous woman’s presence, has sparked
a nationwide outcry from First Nations domestic violence
advocates and legal experts. They argue that this omission
is not just a missed opportunity, but a continuation of the
systemic silencing of Indigenous women — a critical issue of
life and death.

The panel, comprising six members, is charged with con-
ducting a “rapid review” of “best-practice prevention
approaches” for domestic violence against women and chil-
dren. Despite the inclusion of one First Nations man, the
absence of a First Nations woman has incited frustration
among advocates, given the stark statistics. Indigenous
women are thirty-three times more likely to be hospitalised
due to family violence-related injuries and six times more
likely to die compared to their non-Indigenous counterparts.

The panel's composition was publicly challenged by Louise
Taylor, Australia’s first Indigenous female Supreme Court
judge, highlighting a glaring oversight in a system that con-
tinues to grapple with the legacies of colonisation. The sole
Indigenous panel member, Dr Todd Fernando — a sen-
ior research fellow at the University of Melbourne and a
descendant of the Kalarie peoples of the Wiradjuri nation —
acknowledges the honour of his appointment. Yet, he shares
the disappointment over the lack of Indigenous female repre-
sentation, a sentiment he voiced from the outset.

Dr Fernando’s appointment has not been without contro-
versy, as he faces daily criticism for accepting a role on a
panel that many believe should have included an Indigenous
woman. His inbox overflows with messages questioning
the decision, yet he maintains that such queries should be
directed at the government, not the panel members.

The panel's current lineup includes notable figures such
as journalist Jess Hill, Dr Leigh Gassner of Victoria Police,
journalist Dr Anne Summers, academic and lawyer Elena
Campbell, and Dr Zac Seidler of Movember. Their expertise
is undeniable, but the question remains: Can a panel truly
grasp the nuances of Indigenous women’s experiences with-
out their direct input?

Hannah McGlade, a vocal advocate, insists that while
Indigenous men’s involvement is crucial, it should not
replace the voices of Indigenous women. The sentiment is
echoed by Antoinette Braybrook, a Kuku Yalanji woman and
CEO of Djirra, who argues that the exclusion undermines the
principle of self-determination and perpetuates a pattern of
neglect by the government.

The panel's oversight is emblematic of a broader issue:
the ongoing impact of colonisation on Aboriginal women.
It reflects a historical pattern of marginalisation and raises
critical questions about inclusivity and representation in poli-
cymaking. As the panel embarks on its mission to address
domestic violence, the absence of an Indigenous woman’s
perspective is a stark reminder of the work that remains
to be done in reconciling Australia’s colonial past with its
present and future. The government’s response to this con-
troversy will be telling, as it has the potential to either bridge
or widen the gap between policy and the lived realities of
First Nations women.
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Palestine: the genocide continues

William Briggs

The killing in Gaza goes on.
The only difference in the
past weeks has been the inten-
sity of Israeli attacks and
the indiscriminate killing of
innocent people. Each crime
is either denied, downplayed
or described as a “precision”
strike to eliminate terrorists.
The world continues to watch
and the people bear witness
to the crime of genocide. The
United Nations has included
Israel on its annual blacklist
of states that commit viola-
tions against children. It is
an historical first for a coun-
try that is hailed by Western
states, including Australia, as
a democracy.

US SUPPORT

It has been verified that the
bombs that struck the UN school
in Gaza, killing as many as 40
people were badged ‘made in the
USA.” The bombs killed displaced
Palestinians seeking shelter in a
United Nations facility.

Asked whether American weap-
ons were used in the strike, US State
Department spokesperson Matthew
Miller, passed the buck by saying
that this “was a question for the
Israeli government.” No, Mr Miller.
Israel committed the crime with US
assistance. It is the same assistance
that equips the Israeli army, sup-
plies the planes, bombs, shells, and
which provides diplomatic cover in
the UN Security Council.

The airstrike on the UN school
was described by Israel as a “preci-
sion strike.” Israel claimed that no
civilians were targeted. Just days
after that crime, another UN-run
school compound was hit in north-
ern Gaza.

Israeli forces conducted a
series of strikes on the Nuseirat
refugee camp. Israelis celebrated
the ‘rescue’ of four hostages in the
action. Palestinians mourn the
deaths of more than 200 people.

So far Israel’s assault on Gaza
has killed nearly 37,000 people. The
survivors have little by way of food,
water, medical supplies, or shelter.
UN agencies are now saying that
over one million people in Gaza
could experience the “highest level
of starvation” by mid-July.

BLACKLIST

The United Nations, in response
to the ongoing slaughter of the
innocents, has taken the step of
adding Israel to a list of states that
commit violations against children.
The annual list, announced by the
UN Secretary-General, singles out
regimes and terrorist organisations
that kill children in conflict, deny
them access to aid and that delib-
erately target schools and hospitals.

The UN decision has been
welcomed by the Palestinian state.
A spokesman for the Palestinian
president described it as a step
closer to holding Israel accountable
for its crimes. Thousands of chil-
dren have been killed. Thousands
have been maimed. Thousands
face starvation. Thousands more
are traumatised by the nightmare
that Israel has unleashed.

The UN report points out that
Israel has carried out war crimes
that specifically harmed children.
It also accuses Israel of using large-
scale bombs in densely populated
areas, of placing Gaza under siege,
of preventing aid from reaching
children and targeting critical infra-
structure such as schools, hospitals
and refuge areas that deliberately
affect children.

The report also takes into
account the repeated attacks on
Palestinian civilians by Israeli set-
tlers in the West Bank, conducted
with impunity and within sight of
Israeli armed forces.

The report simply states the
facts. The crimes, the genocide,
have been committed in plain sight.
Despite the deaths of many jour-
nalists, the news is there before the
eyes of the world and has been vis-
ible for over eight terrible months.

FURY AND DENIAL

Israel has responded with fury.

Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu led the charge, with
the astonishing assertion that “the
UN has put itself on the blacklist
of history today when it joined the
supporters of the Hamas murder-
ers.” He repeated the claim that
the Israeli Defence Force is “the
most moral army in the world,” and
called the UN decision “delusional.”

The lack of reality surrounding
the Israeli regime’s response to
the UN report has been consistent

since the invasion of Gaza. Even so,
the approach from Netanyahu was
spectacular.

Israel’s ambassador to the
United Nations, Gilad Erdan called
the decision “immoral,” adding that
it would “reward Hamas.”

THREATS

Israeli Foreign Minister, Israel
Katz, went so far as to declare that
the decision “will have conse-
quences for Israel’s relations with
the UN,” and that it was “an act of
villainy.”

Just what these “consequences”
for Israel’s relations with the UN
might be remain a mystery. Israel’s
relations with the world, since
launching the genocide are clearer.

South Africa’s genocide case
which it brought to the ICC has
just won another ally. Spain has
announced that it will be joining
the case. At the last count, 143 UN
member states have voted to sup-
port Palestinian’s bid to become a
full member of the United Nations.
Only nine countries, including the
USA and Israel voted against that

resolution. Only the USA, through
its power of veto, bars Palestine
from membership. What then are
these negative “consequences”
Mr Katz?

‘Jerusalem Day,” which marks
the seizure of East Jerusalem
during the Six-Day War in 1967,
was observed just days before the
UN announcement. It is tradition-
ally a day when ultranationalist
Zionists rally. Thousands of right-
wing Israelis marched through the
predominantly Palestinian part of
the city, chanting “death to Arabs,”
and “may your villages burn.” Jour-
nalists were beaten and spat on.

This year’s rally and march
had special significance. It has
never been separate from Israeli
politics but this year it became an
expression, not merely of extremist
anti-Palestinian sentiment, but of
the broader political movement.
Israel’s far-right National Security
Minister, Itamar Ben-Gvir, took a
central role in the march. His mes-
sage was a brutal one. “Jerusalem
is ours ...With the help of God, the
full victory is ours.”

For the far right, that victory
goes beyond Jerusalem. It means
ethnic cleansing. It means forever
denying the Palestinians a home,
a state. The significance of his
remarks was noted. When a Pales-
tinian state becomes an eventuality,
East Jerusalem will be its capital.
The stakes are high.

Netanyahu has stated that this
‘war’ will, in all likelihood continue
at least until the end of the year.
Meanwhile, a political struggle is
underway. Benny Gantz, Netan-
yahu’s rival for the leadership of
the country stands on one side.
The extreme right-wing coalition
members, Finance Minister Bezalel
Smotrich, and National Security
Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir, stand
on the other. Some observers inside
Israel consider that Netanyahu can
survive the loss of Gantz but not the
departure of the far-right ministers.

Whatever happens to Netan-
yahu, the essence of the apartheid
state and the international condem-
nation it deserves will remain. &
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