
Anna Pha

Journalist, activist and Wikile-
aks founder Julian Assange 
is free after 7 gruelling years 
holed up in the Ecuadoran 
Embassy in London and over 
fi ve years in the UK’s Bel-
marsh high security prison. 
He was released following a 
plea deal with the US Justice 
Department and a court hear-
ing in Saipan, in the US terri-
torial North Marianas Islands.

He was facing 17 charges 
under the US Espionage Act and 
1 of hacking, carrying a maxi-
mum sentence of 175 years. The 
deal involved the dropping of 17 
charges which were pardoned by 
President Biden. Assange pleaded 
guilty to one charge of “Conspiracy 
to Obtain and Disclose National 
Defense Information,” under the 
US Espionage Act.

Assange was sentenced to time 
already served, the 62 months in 
Belmarsh prison. He was then 
released to return to Australia. The 
Albanese government is attempt-
ing to take all the credit for these 
latest developments and push the 
real, long-term campaigners for 
Assange’s human rights into the 
background. This is in line with its 
rank opportunism, given impetus 
by that pompous self-promoter, 
Australia’s US ambassador, former 
PM Kevin Rudd.

“If Julian pleaded guilty in fed-
eral court in Saipan, it’s because he 
was pleading guilty to committing 
journalism,” his wife Stella Assange 
said. “This case criminalises jour-
nalism – journalistic activity, stand-
ard journalistic activity of news 
gathering, and publishing ... this 
is the reality of this prosecution.”

“It revealed how uncomfortable 
the US government is in having 
these arguments aired, because 
the fact is that this case is an attack 
on journalism, it’s an attack on the 

public’s right to know, and should 
never have been brought.” 

WikiLeaks exposed hundreds of 
thousands of US diplomatic cables 
and secret military documents 
during the Afghanistan and Iraq 
wars, revealing US war crimes. 
Most noteworthy was the video of 
a US military Apache helicopter 
shooting civilians in Iraq.

What is Assange guilty of? Jour-
nalism that exposed US war crimes 
to the world, and by extension its 
partner in crime and deputy sheriff  
in the Asia-Pacifi c, Australia.

Publishing the classifi ed mate-
rial did not cause any harm to the 

security of the US. Nobody has been 
endangered by Assange’s work. “In 
fact, the United States in court in 
Saipan ... conceded – and the judge 
found – that there is no evidence 
that any harm has befallen any 
individual anywhere in the world 
as a result of Mr Assange’s publi-
cations,” said Barry Pollack, one of 
Assange’s US lawyers.

COMPLICIT
Governments in the US, Aus-

tralia, and the UK were complicit in 
the persecution of Julian Assange. 
His release was in large part due 
to widespread public protests and 

campaigns supporting Assange that 
have grown over the past 14 years 
since Assange was fi rst targeted 
by the US. 

It took lengthy negotiations and 
a series of court cases in the UK 
with still no sign of movement on 
the part of the US. In May this year, 
the UK High Court granted Assange 
permission to appeal against his 
extradition. A full hearing over 
whether he would be allowed to 
rely on the fi rst amendment in the 
US Constitution around freedom of 
speech if he were to go on trial in 
the US was set down for this month.

I n  A u s t r a l i a ,  t h e 

Liberal-National Coalition gov-
ernment’s complicity up until its 
defeat in 2022 is a stark warning 
to journalists and whistleblowers. 
Despite some fi ne words, Labor has 
also failed to protect truth-tellers.

Whistleblowers and the media 
should be protected, not punished 
for exposing criminal activity and 
corruption. Australia’s whistle-
blower protection laws are in 
urgent need of comprehensive, 
robust reform.

Continued on page 2
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Hot all over
If you’re in Australia, you might be pretty cold just 

now, but you’ll be hearing a lot about heatwaves, some 
extreme examples have been making the news lately. 
1,301 people died during the Islamic Hajj pilgrimage 
to Mecca, in one of the world’s major petrostates. 
India and Pakistan have also had devastating heat-
waves which have taken a serious toll on human lives 
and agriculture.

Closer to home, if you read this paper you’ll see 
a fair bit of heat. In our fortnightly Green Notes col-
umn on page 5, Comrade Anna Pha lays out in detail 
what’s been happening to the world’s temperatures. 
This is not just an issue of historical interest. The 
temperatures are getting higher all round and the 
eff ects of temperature rises are coming for everyone 
who’s reading this.

Our Dingo Bytes column on page 4 tells us what 
the UN chief thinks about the “climate hell” which 
is fast approaching if the world doesn’t get its act 
together right now. The heatwaves are a sample.

Last week’s Guardian had an article from “Bushfi re 
Survivors for Climate Action.” The survivors lost 
friends and properties in the worst fi res in recorded 
history on this continent. Those fi res were exacer-
bated by the increased carbon emissions that both 
of our ‘parties of government’ are pursuing.

The distant heatwaves are coming for everyone 
reading this. If you’re not actually in the middle of 
a heatwave, you’ll feel the eff ects, in the form of ex-
treme weather, food shortages, and climate migration.

It’s ironic that the Liberal-National Coalition, 
which has made so much use of anti-immigration 
feelings, is also the most in favour of fossil-fuel use 
which means there will be a lot more immigration 
to deal with. If you’re not sure about this, look at 
the temperatures in the recent heatwaves in India, 
Pakistan, and Somalia and ask yourself if you would 
stay there or try to get to somewhere else.

The Coalition’s naked enthusiasm for fossil-fuel 
emissions does not let Labor, our actual government 
off  the hook. Opposition leader Peter Dutton makes 
nonsensical announcements about nuclear reactors 
that may well never happen, but while he’s doing that, 
Environment Minister Tanya Plibersek approves gas 
and coal extensions that are happening right now. 
Dutton dismisses emissions reduction targets while 
the Albanese Labor government eff ectively dismisses 
them by cheating.

State Labor premiers in Victoria, Queensland, 
and WA are equally enthusiastic about fossil fuels, 
opening up new operations while parroting mining 
industry talking points. Both major parties receive 
hefty donations from the big carbon emitters, and 
both remember the mining industry promise to spend 
$100 million per day on negative advertising the last 
time Labor looked like standing up to them. 

All’s not lost. Renewable energy is powering ahead 
despite rather than because of our governments, and 
China is well on its way to becoming the world’s re-
newable superpower. Australians are installing solar 
power, and a lot of brave Aussies are trying hard to 
stop coal and gas developments.

If you understand what’s going on, join them! 
Support the Communist Party of Australia as we 
work to provide an alternative to the Labor-Coalition 
duopoly that off ers us no choice when it comes to 
warming the planet for short-term profit. Check 
out the Green Notes column in this issue and stay 
informed. Support this paper as we work to bring 
you information that’s not beholden to advertisers.

Right now, the heat is on the northern hemisphere. 
Soon it will be our turn.

It’s cold now, but the heat will be upon us soon. 
Let’s turn the heat up on those responsible.
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In a recent study of whistleblower cases that went 
to court in Australia the Human Rights Law Centre 
couldn’t fi nd a single successful outcome in favour 
of a whistleblower.

MCBRIDE IMPRISONED
Former military lawyer David McBride has been 

sentenced to almost six years’ jail for leaking classifi ed 
military documents about investigations into Austral-
ian soldiers for alleged war crimes in Afghanistan.

Attempts were made to prosecute Bernard Col-
laery over his alleged role in raising awareness about 
Australia’s dirty deeds in negotiations over oil with 
Timor Leste in the 2000s. The prosecution has since 
been dropped, after years of hounding Collaery and 
Witness K in the courts.

The prosecution of Australian Taxation Offi  ce 
whistleblower Richard Boyle is before the courts now. 
He faces criminal charges that could see him jailed 
for up to 46 years.

The Australian Federal Police executed a search 
warrant at the ABC in 2020 over the release of the 

‘Afghan fi les’ which exposed alleged war crimes by 
Australian soldiers. This was meant to intimidate 
journalists for doing their job. The treatment of 
Assange and the others is a warning to journalists 
and whistleblowers.

Assange was forced to plead guilty to a crime he 
did not commit to gain his freedom. His experience 
has further exposed the nature of the US’s determi-
nation to cover up its crimes.

The use of the US Espionage Act creates an alarm-
ing precedent that should be of concern to journalists 
around the world. Their freedom to report objectively 
and truthfully is threatened.

Investigative journalism has been under attack 
in Australia and elsewhere. The US’s actions create 
a precedent and a blow to press freedom and the 
public’s right to know.

It is important that the media use its power to 
overcome the threat to press freedom by campaigning 
for President Biden to pardon Assange on the single 
charge he pleaded guilty to.

Assange is free now, but the power that persecuted 
him as a warning to others is still in business. 

Clean energy backed by storage is the lowest-
cost source of electricity for Aussie house-
holds and businesses, and Australia is well on 
the way to a reliable renewables-led grid, the 
Australian Energy Market Operator’s (AEMO) 
latest roadmap confi rms.

Australia’s move to clean energy is well underway, 
with 40 per cent of the electricity in our main national 
grid now coming from renewable sources. This is 
delivering cheaper, cleaner and more reliable energy 
as our ageing and unreliable coal-fi red power stations 
start to close.

Australia’s shift to clean energy is on track, and 
urgently stepping up the rollout of renewable energy 
generation, transmission and storage is the key to 
powering our homes and businesses while keeping 
power prices down as coal exits the energy system.

Climate Councillor and energy expert, Greg Bourne, 
said: “We have no time to waste. Getting more clean 
energy to more households and businesses is the only 
way to slash climate pollution while preventing price 
volatility in the years ahead.

“AEMO’s roadmap shows our clean energy grid is 
being built in front of our eyes. Renewables backed 
by storage will power our homes and industry 24/7 
and we are already nearly halfway there. We should 
be emboldened by the progress we’ve already made, 
and build on this momentum so millions more Aus-
tralians benefi t.

“Australia’s coal generators will close in less than 
15 years, so let’s get serious about proven technologies 
and get on with the job of building a cleaner, more 
reliable energy grid.”

Dr Jennifer Rayner, Climate Council Head of Policy 
and Advocacy said: “Millions of households and busi-
nesses are already benefi ting from rooftop solar and 
community batteries. There is a big opportunity for 
governments to step up and work with communities 
to further accelerate the roll out of local solar and stor-
age, bringing more clean energy online, more quickly.

For Australia to seize our potential in green metals, 
clean manufacturing, critical minerals processing and 
more, governments need to be planning for and deliv-
ering the clean energy infrastructure that underpins 
these new industries.

“As Australia heads towards the next federal 
election, the Climate Council is calling for the right 
investment and policies to boost rooftop solar and 
community storage, and scale up the build of our 
clean grid so that we can fully achieve our potential as 
a renewable energy and clean export superpower. We 
have already made signifi cant strides towards cleaner, 
cheaper and more reliable energy – let’s redouble our 
eff orts to capitalise on this momentum.”
The Climate Council 

Renewables rollout is 
‘the only serious plan’

Life-saving ban starts 
after CFMEU victory

 Workers’ lives will be saved 
from deadly dust diseases 
after Australia becomes the 
fi rst country to ban engineered 
stone.

The CFMEU’s Stop The Killer 
Stone campaign led to the prohibi-
tion of the deadly product, which 
causes silicosis – an incurable 
condition.

The construction union vowed 
to ban its members from working 
with engineered stone from 1 July.

But after signifi cant pressure on 
politicians and businesses, along 
with a sustained public education 
campaign, governments agreed to 
implement the ban by that deadline.

CFMEU National Secretary 

Zach Smith said it was a momen-
tous day for workers.

“Our union has stopped the 
asbestos of the 2020s in its tracks,” 
he said.

“This ban will save lives and 
protect workers’ families and 
friends from enduring more sense-
less deaths.

“This is a once-in-a-generation 
moment for workplace health and 
safety, only made possible by the 
sheer bravery of union members.

“No individual deserves more 
credit than Kyle Goodwin, a former 
stonemason with silicosis who 
has dedicated himself to ensuring 
no other workers receive a death 
sentence like he has.

“CFMEU members stood up 
to evil businesses profi ting from 
the deaths of workers – and won.

“Nothing says more about our 
union’s core values than achieving 
a life-saving result through banding 
together to save lives.

“Our pledge to ban engineered 
stone was deadly serious, but I’m 
thankful federal, state and territory 
governments acted so we didn’t 
have to.

“While this is undoubtedly a 
day to celebrate, I want to send 
a clear warning that the CFMEU 
will be watching like hawks for any 
company, employer or individual 
trying to get around this ban.”
CFMEU 

Support theSupport the Guardian Guardian  
by donating to Press Fundby donating to Press Fund



Guardian 8 July 2024  3Australia

Wilmar’s Staffing Crisis Worsens

Victoria: nurses pay win

The Australian Workers’ Union (AWU)

Beleaguered Sugar Giant Wilmar 
received another blow as two more 
staff  with more than 14 years’ expe-
rience each handed their notice in at 
the Invicta mill.

These latest departures come as a direct 
result of Wilmar’s low wages and will leave 
Wilmar’s largest mill critically short-staff ed.

One Wilmar worker at Invicta, who asked 
not to be named for fear of repercussions, 
said the departing workers will lead to the 
mill  struggling to maintain quality and reli-
ability throughout the crush.

“I fear the process side at Invicta will 
suff er this year as managers are pushing 
new starters to get signed off  with only 3-4 
weeks training,” they said.

“They still haven’t fi lled all positions ... 
it is a sh*t show for coverage. People are 
burned out already.”

AWU Northern District Secretary Jim 
Wilson said these reports confi rmed what 
workers, cane growers and the local com-
munity had been saying for some time.

“Wilmar’s greed is slowly strangling the 
sugar communities of our region.”

“We have also heard that Wilmar has 
had to send a boiler operator and a boiler 

assistant from the Inkerman mill to Proser-
pine because they don’t have anyone trained 
to do the job down there,” Wilson said.

“This is on top of Kalamia Mill having to 
stop crushing for six hours a day, every day, 
because they can’t get staff  to work there.”

“On top of that, this week a seasonal 
worker quit after one day because their pre-
vious employer off ered them more money 
to come back.”

“Despite Wilmar’s transparent attempts 
at spin, this is a full-blown crisis playing out 
in real time.”

Wilson said it was time for Wilmar’s 
senior executives to put their egos aside 

and come back to the table with a genuine, 
fair off er.

“We saw another PR disaster from Wilmar 
this week when their chief spin doctor went 
to Canberra and tried to talk over the top of 
an Australian senator because she dared to 
say publicly that Wilmar should off er their 
employees a fair deal.”

“This is the level of arrogance our mem-
bers are dealing with,” Wilson said.

“It’s time for Wilmar to send an adult 
into negotiations to get this resolved.” 

Nursing Comrade 

Victoria: the Australian Nurs-
ing and Midwives Federa-
tion (ANMF) sat us down 
in a big meeting with satel-
lite sites around the state in 
attendance.

They gave us all hard copies of 
the proposed Enterprise Bargain-
ing Agreement  (EBA), including 
spreadsheets of the pay deal.

We reacted mostly positively 
to this presentation of clear 
information.

ANMF were successful in get-
ting the outcome of a Fair Work 
Commission case involving aged 
care nursing and historical under-
valuation of women’s work (award 
rates were set with men’s pay and 
women’s awards were set lower, 

basically) applied to all staff  cov-
ered by the EBA.

The value of the FWC case is 
13 per cent. The value of the wage 
increases is about 13 per cent. Every 
classifi cation in the public sector 
EBA is getting a ‘compounded’ wage 
increase of 28.4 per cent over the 
4-year deal.

Importantly, 75 further condi-
tions and raises to allowances were 
secured. Also, two cash ‘bonuses’ 
were rolled into the yearly wage 
rates meaning they will benefi t 
other nurses.

In May when the other deal was 
proposed to us they didn’t give us 
hard copy information. They also 
didn’t or couldn’t explain the out-
comes of the FWC case and how it 
would apply to us. 

The wage increases benefit 

junior staff  in the fi rst years of the 
EBA and senior staff  in the later 
years with all senior staff  receiving 
a 12.7 per cent increase in 2027.

I don’t like how half of the wage 
increase has been handed down 
from on high rather than from 
fi ghting. I also don’t like how our 
industrial action was limited to 
wearing union merchandise. The 
8 hours of bed closures we did 
resulted in the fi rst proposal and 
what amounted to a warning to not 
do it again or FWC would cancel 
our ‘Protected Industrial Action.’

However I am happy with the 
conditions won and that I will be 
entering the workforce at $40/hr 
rather than $34. 

Fidel’s Centre
Bev & Ron Hall

Fidel’s Centre was offi  cially 
opened on 13 August 2016 to 
commemorate Fidel’s birth-
day with comrade Hannah 
Middleton as the guest speak-
er. Prior to that, it had been 
operating for many years, as a 
meeting place for union work-
ers to relax in. It has a bar and 
kitchen. Built in the 1950s, 
the Centre comes under the 
Port Adelaide United Work-
ers Clubs. This organisation 
operates both the Semaphore 
Workers Club and Fidel’s 
Centre. The CPA has had its 
SA offi  ce at Fidel’s Centre for 
about two decades and the 
Australian Unemployed Work-
ers Union has been recently 
established in the centre as 
well. 

Around 2010 the Port Adelaide 
United Workers Clubs organisation 
successfully applied for grants to set 
up the library with book shelves and 
camera equipment. All the books 
held at the Semaphore Workers 
Club were then transferred to 
Fidel’s. In 2016 comrades formed 
a library collective to sort the books 
and materials and using the gen-
refi cation system set out the books 
under diff erent categories. 

We became the fi rst library 
in SA to use this system. We fi rst 
organised the poster collections 
into poster drawers, then set up 
the library sections for books and 
archives. The poster collection is 
divided into First Nations, Peace 
& Disarmament, Women, Cuba, 
Vietnam, Soviet Union, Europe-
including former GDR, Greece, 
Bulgaria, and other eastern Euro-
pean countries, Trade Unions 

and May Day, Africa, and Latin 
America.

It took us over four years to sort 
most books and we decided to limit 
the specialisations to cover diff er-
ent former and present Socialist 
countries, with Cuba being featured. 
The books generally cover themes 
relating to struggle, Socialism 
and Socialist analysis, unionism, 
peace, human rights, women, First 
Nations, environment, Solidarity 
groups, Trade Unions, Australian, 
Asia – including India, Philip-
pines, Vietnam, Cambodia, and the 
Pacifi c/Aotearoa. There is a large 
Aboriginal seciton as well as mate-
rial about China, Africa, the Middle 
East, and Canada, and of course a 
lot of Soviet publications. There 
is a relatively large section of US 
and UK publications specialising in 
struggles and progressive material. 
The fi ction section includes novels 
written by comrades or about strug-
gles. There is also material about 
the media, the arts, and liberation 
theology.

The archive collection covers 
materials, leafl ets, pamphlets, and 
little booklets some dating back 
over 80 years covering mainly 
trade union struggles in Australia, 
but papers from many countries 
with a socialist emphasis includ-
ing Granma (Cuba) dating back 
to the 1960s. Others include Youth 
organisations and activities, CPA 
and SPA materials including sev-
eral decades of Guardians! WIDF 
and Soviet Women’s magazines 
plus former GDR, Bulgaria, China, 
Latin America, Africa, Vietnam and 
other progressive countries. We also 
have videos, DVDs and CDs mostly 
of Cuba. Many comrades and pro-
gressive people have been donating 
books and materials, but we have 

to at this stage limit material. If 
books and materials are already 
held in mainstream libraries, we 
don’t accept them, so only really 
the progressive materials. 

The other facilities in Fidel’s 
offer meeting and celebration 
activities. Having a kitchen means 
we can have cultural activities as 
well. The most memorable one 
for us was the 2023 Women’s Day 

function on 8 March where half the 
attendees were First Nations and 
we had a really interesting speaker 
from the Aboriginal community. 
Another highlight was the visit of 
Cuban comrades Ian and Marianez, 
and her joy at fi nding a Granma
on the shelf which was published 
before she was born. Other activi-
ties have included every year except 
during Covid, celebrations for Cuba, 

Australian Vietnam Friendship 
Society nationally holding their 
AGM there for past few years. Other 
groups such as the Sri Lankan JVP, 
Latin America, CPA education 
programmes, curry nights and 
group zoom functions. Recently the 
Anti-AUKUS inauguration meeting 
for Port Adelaide action was held 
and many CPA action planning 
activities. 

ACFS SA display at Fidel’s Centre

Sydney Vigil

STOP USA STOP USA 
BLOCKADE BLOCKADE 
ON CUBAON CUBA

In support of Cuba and against In support of Cuba and against 
the illegal US blockadethe illegal US blockade

4:15 pm Wednesday 17th July
In front of the US Consulate

50 Miller Street North Sydney

For more info 0431 275 434For more info 0431 275 434
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Ross McKenzie

Special thanks to our comrades at the Australian 
Anatolian Community Services for our invitation.

In June this year, the Communist Party of 
Australia (CPA) was invited by the Austral-
ian Anatolian Community Services (AACS) to 
speak at, and attend, their conference on the 
ongoing genocide in Gaza. AACS is a non-profi t  
community organisation that provides social 
development opportunities for the communi-
ty of Auburn and surrounding areas in West-
ern Sydney. At this conference, we expected 
to see a broad representation of politics with 
speakers from Labor, the Greens, and our own 
Party, the CPA. However with The Greens rep-
resentative being unable to attend, the panel 
was stacked with three Labor party members 
who would use this platform to grasp for rel-
evancy and virtue signalling in the disaff ected 
Western Suburbs community in the face of 
deserved scrutiny for their party’s failure to 
stand with the Palestinian struggle.

On this panel, the community heard the positions 
of Tony Oldfi eld (CPA and former Auburn Coun-
cillor), Anthony D’Adam (Labor, NSW Legislative 
Council), Glenn Elmore (Labor, Cumberland Council, 
South Granville Ward), and Sabrin Farooqui (Labor, 
Cumberland Council, Regents Park Ward). Comrade 
Tony Oldfi eld, who has long been a fi xture in Auburn 
politics and has, for years, fought for the needs and 
demands of his local community in Auburn under the 
Battler, clearly outlined our party’s position on total 
support for the resistance of the Palestinian people 
and the importance of the international community’s 
obligation to give material solidarity to the Palestinian 
struggle through campaigns such as BDS, and with 
similar strategies employed by the anti-Apartheid 
struggle for South Africa. 

While we recognise allying with progressive forces 
within the ALP is important for a broad united front 
in fi ghting the genocidal regime of Israel, Labor has 

been browbeaten by its Federal leadership into com-
plicity and its members whipped into complacency 
in all levels below it. Anthony D’Adam is a strong 
advocate in Labor for Palestine. As a result, he’s been 
punished with demotion by Premier Chris Minns for 
speaking out against NSW Police’s thuggish behaviour 
around the pro-Palestine demonstrations in Sydney. 

At the conference D’Adam seemed to regret that 
our government is totally beholden to US hegemony, 
a sharp observation, and that in the face of Federal 
Labor, branch members’ “hands are tied”.

Glenn Elmore rambled about a relative’s time in 
Gallipoli and how lovely a place it is before reading out 
Federal Labor’s stance on Palestine verbatim, which 
seems to always feature an obligatory inclusion of the 
demonisation of the Palestinian resistance of October 
2023 and unfair conditional support for Palestine that 
lies in favour of its genocidal oppressors. Elmore’s 
speech was boring, detached and at times confusing.

Sabrin Farooqui reminded us of her history in social 
justice and how her passion for it was her motivation 
and focus in council. She then parroted the Labor 
“our hands are tied” line, adding that the progressive, 
pro-Palestinian, forces in Labor are waiting for the 
NSW Labor State Conference next month to motion 
ceasefi re demands on its higher bodies. This sounds 
like a good step, and undeniably we must support 
the members of the ALP that will be pushing these 
motions, but to hope and pray that our government 
will fi nally represent the Australian people’s demands 
on this issue as a result of the factional turmoil of 
the ALP ten months after Israel began accelerating 
its genocide is simply not satisfactory. I won’t hold 
my breath.

By the end of the night, it was clear to the room 
that the Labor representatives recognised the Aus-
tralian people’s base demand for a ceasefi re but had  
little faith that their party would achieve the outcomes 
we demand. What can the people of the Cumberland 
community, wider NSW, and our country hope to gain 
with Labor’s governance when our elected representa-
tives respond to criticism of its stance on genocide by 
saying “Our hands are tied”? 

Australia

This week’s target for intervention by US imperialism 
post-WW2 is Iran 1953: Prime Minister Mossadegh was 
overthrown in a joint US and British operation. Mossadegh 
had been elected to his position by a large majority of 
parliament, but he had made the fateful mistake of spear-
heading the movement to nationalise the British-owned oil 
company that was the sole oil company operating in Iran.

The coup restored the Shah to absolute power and began 
a period of 25 years of repression and torture, with the oil 
industry being restored to foreign ownership, as follows: 
Britain and the US, each 40 per cent, other nations 20 per 
cent.

PARASITE(S) OF THE WEEK: are the corporate fossil 
fuel producers. United Nations Secretary-General António 
Guterres has called for immediate action to avoid the world 
being in “climate hell” after this May was the warmest ever 
recorded, according to a recent report from the European 
Commission’s Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S).

“It’s climate crunch time,” Guterres said at New York’s 
American Museum of Natural History. “We stand at a 
moment of truth.”

Guterres emphasised that, though the need for measures 
to combat the climate crisis globally is at an all-time high, 
so are the occasions for sustainable development and eco-
nomic prosperity.

“In the case of climate, we are not the dinosaurs. We are 
the meteor. We are not only in danger, we are the danger. 
But, we are also the solution,” Guterres said.

The Secretary-General slammed “the Godfathers of cli-
mate chaos – the fossil fuel conglomerates” that, despite 
billions of people all over the planet suffering from the dam-
ages and increased cost of climate change, “rake in record 
profi ts and feast off trillions in taxpayer-funded subsidies.”

Guterres made a plea for all countries to stop support-
ing fossil fuel companies and institute a ban on their 
advertising.

“I call on these companies to stop acting as enablers to 
planetary destruction. Stop taking on new fossil fuel cli-
ents, from today, and set out plans to drop your existing 
ones,” Guterres said.

The UN chief highlighted the importance of protecting for-
ests and oceans, which absorb carbon dioxide produced 
by humans. He pointed out that renewables – which now 
provide 30 per cent of the planet’s energy – are here to 
stay.

“Economic logic makes the end of the fossil fuel age inevi-
table,” Guterres said. The world’s biggest emitters of toxic 
emissions, as well as the most prosperous nations, must 
assume the largest burden for action, the UN chief said.

“Advanced G20 economies should go furthest, fastest” 
while giving fi nancial and technical support to developing 
nations, he said. “We cannot accept a future where the rich 
are protected in air-conditioned bubbles while the rest of 
humanity is lashed by lethal weather in unliveable lands.”

Guterres added that solving the climate crisis must be a 
collaborative effort and expressed thanks to climate activ-
ists who have been pushing for action.

“Make your voices heard and your choices count. This is 
an all-in moment,” Guterres said in New York. “Now is the 
time to mobilise, now is the time to act, now is the time to 
deliver. This is our moment of truth.”

ALP: ‘Our hands are tied’
Report of a meeting of the Australian 

Anatolian Community Services, Cumberland

University wage theft on 
track to exceed $382 million

The National Tertiary Educa-
tion Union (NTEU) has called 
for an urgent federal parlia-
mentary inquiry into univer-
sity wage theft, which is on 
track to exceed $382 million 
nationally.

The NTEU has released new 
data showing confi rmed underpay-
ments to university staff  are now 
standing at more than $203 million 
in recent years.

Additionally, universities’ 
annual reports reveal a further 
$168 million has been set aside to 
repay workers for suspected wage 
theft incidents.

The union estimates there is 
a further $10 million across three 
universities which are refusing 
to reveal the full extent of their 
underpayments.

While some universities have 
self-reported to the Fair Work 
Ombudsman, others have fought 
tooth and nail against wage theft 
claims.

NTEU National President Dr 
Alison Barnes said university staff  
were rightly furious about rampant 
wage theft.

“Wage theft at our public uni-
versities has spiralled beyond a 
crisis into a national disgrace,” Dr 
Barnes said.

“Vice-chancellors and senior 
executives must be held to account 
for the industrial-scale wage theft 
that has become the shameful hall-
mark of Australian universities.

“This extraordinary fi gure is 
a damning indictment of the way 
university staff  are being ripped off  
by their employers.

“University staff  will not accept 
any more empty platitudes – it’s 
time for vice-chancellors to fi nally 
face proper scrutiny for this awful 
behaviour.

“Wage theft is a crime. Who has 
lost their job? Who is going to jail?

“We’re calling on all political 
parties to back an urgent parlia-
mentary inquiry into out-of-control 
university wage theft.

“Australian taxpayers are being 
taken for a ride by unaccountable 
vice-chancellors and senior execu-
tives committing wage theft at 
proportions that would make the 
private sector blush.”
National Tertiary Education Union 

Adelaide

Workers’ Book Club
1:00 to 2:00 pm Monday, 15th July

Fidel’s Workers’ Library – 66 Wattle Avenue, Royal Park

July Reading: Tenderness by Alison MacLeod
This is a fi ctionalised account of the court case involving 

an attempt to ban the D H Lawrence novel Lady Chatterley’s Lover.
You may fi nd the SA Libraries’ App useful to locate this or other books.

Even if you haven’t read the suggested books you are very welcome to join the session to fi nd out more. 

Information: 0416 769 555
*Please note change of date
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Anna Pha

Julian Assange, the founder of Wikileaks, 
received from Chelsea Manning, a US Army 
intelligence analyst, hundreds of thousands 
of classifi ed or sensitive military and diplo-
matic documents, some of which implicated 
the US in war crimes.

Manning downloaded four nearly complete US 
government databases that contained, among other 
things, approximately 90,000 Afghanistan war-related 
signifi cant activity reports, 400,000 Iraq war-related 
signifi cant activity reports, 800 Joint Task Force 
Guantánamo (JTF GTMO) detainee assessment briefs, 
and 250,000 US Department of State cables.

Manning also provided a video that went viral on 
its release, showing US helicopter gunships fi ring on 
a group of civilians, including two Reuters journal-
ists, killing eight people. WikiLeaks called the video 
“Collateral Murder.”

Manning was convicted of 17 charges under the 
Espionage Act and sentenced to 35 years’ imprison-
ment. Her sentence was commuted after seven years 
by then US president Barack Obama. She insisted 
that she acted of her own volition and had off ered 
documents to other publications before contacting 
Wikileaks.

WikiLeaks joined several mainstream media 
organisations, including The New York Times, Brit-
ish Guardian, Der Spiegel, Le Monde in releasing the 
documents. Only Assange was pursued by the US.

Initially rape charges were brought against Assange 
in Sweden which sought his extradition from the UK. 
Assange feared that he would then be extradited to 
the US from Sweden. He responded by handing him-
self over to authorities in London, and commenced 
proceedings in the UK courts to avoid extradition to 
Sweden.

In June 2012, Assange skipped bail and sought 
refuge in the Ecuadorian Embassy in London, where 
he remained a virtual prisoner for the next 7 years. 
Up until then no espionage charges had been laid – 
although Assange feared they would be.

WikiLeaks continued to publish during that period, 
including emails, amongst them thousands of emails 
that were particularly damaging to then presidential 
candidate Hillary Clinton. Wikileaks also revealed that 
the US National Security Agency had been spying on 
world leaders, including UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-Moon, then German chancellor Angela Merkel, 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, and 
three French presidents.

It was not until mid 2019, under then President 
Donald Trump, that Assange was indicted on 18 
charges. Ecuador rescinded his political asylum and 
kicked him out. He was immediately arrested for 
having breached bail in relation to the rape allega-
tions and incarcerated in Belmarsh prison.

Court hearings and appeals were held over a space 
of 4 years with most recent hearings fi nding in favour 
of the US. This May, Assange was granted leave to 
appeal. The court had asked the US Department of 
Justice whether Assange would be granted protec-
tion under the First Amendment to the Constitution, 
which guarantees free speech and a free press. The 
guarantee was not provided. A hearing date was set 
down for June.

In the meantime, a plea deal was negotiated 
involving the Australian and US governments and 
Assange’s legal team. The outcome was an agree-
ment that Assange be transferred on bail to Saipan, 
the capital of the Marianas Islands where he would 
plead guilty to one charge in the local court.

During a three-hour hearing in Saipan, Assange 
pleaded guilty to one criminal count of conspiring to 
obtain and disclose classifi ed national defence docu-
ments but said he had believed the US Constitution’s 
First Amendment, which protects free speech, shielded 
his activities.

“He [Assange] has suff ered tremendously in his 
fi ght for free speech, for freedom of the press, and 
to ensure that the American public and the world 
community gets truthful and important newsworthy 
information,” his lawyer Pollack said outside court 
in Saipan. 

Part of the plea deal is that Assange will not seek 
a presidential pardon. It will be up to the media and 
the movement that fought so hard for his release to 
now fi ght for one.

HYPOCRISY OF WEST
What’s the bottom line? The long, drawn-out 

Assange aff air has shown that the US preaches the 
rule of law but has no respect for the law of other 
sovereign nations. The ‘crime’ of journalism was not 
committed in the US. Extradition involves handing 
over a person accused or found guilty of a crime to 
the jurisdiction of the foreign state in which the crime 
was committed.

The United States puts its geostrategic interests 
over the lives of people, and in Assange’s case, over 
the lives of Australian citizens.

Assange played an important role in the exposure 
of US crimes. He is not the criminal. 

Harsh, hot ironies
Anna Pha
Each of the past 12 months from June 2023 to May 2024 has 
set a new global record temperature for the time of year. That 
period was also the highest on record, at 1.63°C above the 
1850–1900 pre-industrial average!

“WMO [World Meteorological Organisation] is sounding the 
alarm that we will be exceeding the 1.5°C level on a temporary 
basis with increasing frequency. We have already temporar-
ily surpassed this level for individual months – and indeed as 
averaged over the most recent 12-month period. However, it 
is important to stress that temporary breaches do not mean 
that the 1.5 °C goal is permanently lost because this refers 
to long-term warming over decades,” said WMO Deputy 
Secretary-General Ko Barrett.

This leaves room for optimism that we can still save humanity, 
but it also points to the bleak reality that we are way off track to 
meet the goals set in the Paris Agreement. To get on track will 
take an enormous commitment by world governments to phase 
out fossil fuels and transition to renewables as quickly as pos-
sible. At present they are in the pocket of the fossil fuel sector.

World emissions of fossil carbon have just reached an historic 
new peak of 40 billion tonnes a year. Consumption of coal rose 
by 1.6 per cent while oil demand rose by 2 per cent last year. 
The Australian government is contributing to these catastroph-
ic trends. Since coming to offi ce in May 2022, it has approved 
or extended at least nine fossil fuel projects and two carbon 
capture projects! The Department of Climate Change, Energy, 
the Environment and Water has approved the operation of 151 
coal seam gas wells in Queensland. The licence incredibly 
allows Senex Energy to operate the project until 2080.

“Even at current levels of global warming, there are already 
devastating climate impacts that are taking lives and costing 
billions of dollars. These include more extreme heatwaves, 
extreme rainfall events and droughts: reductions in ice sheets, 
sea ice and glaciers, accelerating sea level rise and ocean 
heating” the WMO said.

“This string of hottest months will be remembered as compara-
tively cold but if we manage to stabilise the concentrations of 
greenhouse gases in the atmosphere in the very near future 
we might be able to return to these ‘cold’ temperatures by 
the end of the century,” said Carlo Buontempo, Director of 
Copernicus Climate Change Service.

To quote Julian Cribb, “In one of the harshest ironies of the 
climate madness now unleashed, hundreds of religious pil-
grims died visiting the home of the world’s largest oil company, 
Saudi Arabia’s Aramco. The Indian capital New Delhi has suf-
fered not only heat deaths from baking nights and days about 
50 degrees, but also a growing water crisis affl icting its 25 mil-
lion citizens. Tourists hiking in the height of Greek summer are 
perishing.” 

Cribb has also pointed to signs that the Earth itself is now add-
ing to the carbon explosion (as both CO2 and methane) from 
melting tundra, dissolving seabed methane, burning rainfor-
ests and grasslands, and the ocean approaching the limits of 
its ability to remove carbon from the air.

“Already there are clear warnings of increased unreliability in 
the global food supply, which began during the COVID pan-
demic. The number of humans facing extreme hunger has 
more than doubled. … Refugee numbers have tripled from 
40 to 120 million in barely a decade. The risk of simultane-
ous harvest failures in two or more of the world’s food bowls is 
escalating.”

If we are to have a future we must build an alliance of green 
and progressive forces, including trade unions, peace activ-
ists, and environmentalists to halt the dangerous lunacy of 
the major parties. Political donations from fossil fuel com-
panies should be banned, and the system made completely 
transparent.

GREEN NOTES‘Collateral Murder:’ 
the Wikileaks 
background

Julian Assange at the Embassy of Ecuador in London 2013. 
Photo: Xavier Granja Cedeño/Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores – fl ickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)
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Aidan Young
Skye Dannaher
As transgender and nonbi-
nary people and their strug-
gles have become prominent 
in the mainstream conscious-
ness, the workers’ movement 
has increasingly had to grap-
ple with its preconceptions of 
sex and gender. 

How should workers and com-
munist parties engage with trans-
gender issues and what do they 
mean for the struggles of cisgender 
working-class women?

One attempt to answer this 
question that has arisen in the 
communist movement claims that 
“gender ideology” aims to encroach 
on women’s “sex-based” rights, 
meaning rights that cisgender 
women are entitled to, but not 
transgender women.

This line of thinking endangers 
the lives of transgender and non-
binary people, and if communists 
continue to hold to it, they risk 
making the same errors that were 
made during the fi rst decades of the 
gay liberation movement. 

In doing so, they would dis-
credit the commitment of com-
munists to social progress in the 
eyes of progressive forces in soci-
ety that we seek to work with for a 
better future.

It is hoped that communists can 
achieve unity and be a progressive 
force on this question, as commu-
nists should be.

Let us fi rst discuss the meaning 
of “gender ideology.” 

One defi nition of ‘ideology’ is, 
‘a set of ideas’ ‘Gender ideology’ 
can be defi ned as a set of ideas 
about gender.

In this sense, ‘gender ideology’ 
has existed since the dawn of the 
human species, and is embodied 
now in the form of the patriarchy 
with its preconceived notions of 
‘manhood’ and ‘womanhood.’

But this is not the way that con-
servatives and misguided comrades 
use the term “gender ideology.”

When they use the term, they 
are referring to the natural progres-
sion of scientifi c research that has 
led to questioning of the equiva-
lence of sex and gender.

Scientifi c inquiry has found that 
since various cultures have diff er-
ent customs, beliefs, or ‘ideologies’ 
regarding gender, gender itself is 
relative and socially constructed.

Science has shown that gender, 
while  related to sex, is superstruc-
tural; that is, while originating in 
the social relations between sexes, 
it has become something new, 
something that changes based on 
the relations of society itself. 

In fact, we can see that in almost 
all cultures, whether repressed or 
celebrated, genders that don’t cor-
respond with an individual’s sex 
have arisen. 

To deny the legitimacy of this 
phenomenon would not only be 
unscientifi c, but would also uphold 
ideologies about gender that were 
forced on Indigenous peoples by 
colonial powers as a tool for impe-
rialist domination, particularly by 
the British Empire.

The comrades that have come 
out against “gender ideology” 
would contend that this analysis 
is not materialist. In doing so they 
confl ate materialism with purely 
physical phenomena, which in this 
case would be biological sex. 

Dialectical materialism says 
that materialism does not stop 
here. What is found in biological 
organisational forms (sex) can be 
elevated to a higher form of organi-
sation, the social form (gender). 

We do not baulk at the fact that 
matter follows new laws of devel-
opment when it reaches the level 
of chemical organisation. Neither 
should we reject the new laws that 
apply to gender as a higher level of 
organisation than sex.

Today, we see a vast number of 
attacks on transgender and nonbi-
nary people, particularly in the UK 
and the US. 

Access to gender-affirming 
medical and psychological care 
for children and adults is being 
attacked in legislative bodies and 
courts, creating barriers to medical 
transition. 

Self-identifi cation has not been 
achieved in very many places at all, 
so there are barriers to social and 
legal transition. All the while these 
arguments contribute to a culture 
that is severely detrimental to the 

psychological and economic well-
being of transgender and nonbinary 
people. 

A study from the Williams Insti-
tute at the UCLA Law School found 
that transgender and nonbinary 
people were over four times as likely 
to have experienced homelessness. 

In the US, transgender and 
nonbinary Americans are twice 
as likely to be unemployed. When 
denied access to gender-affi  rming 
care and a safe community to transi-
tion in, 40 per cent of transgender 
and nonbinary people attempt sui-
cide – a number that falls to nearly 
the same level as cisgender people 
when those barriers are not present.

Concerning the question of 
transgender rights infringing upon 
cisgender women’s ‘sex-based 
rights’ we must ask, do we need 
sex-based rights, or do we need 
rights for all women, cisgender and 
transgender, and a united struggle 
to achieve those rights? 

We have not seen swathes of 
men claiming to be women so 
that they can abuse women in 
bathrooms and changing rooms. 

Transgender women who enter 
women’s spaces are more likely 
to be victims of assault than 
perpetrators. 

On the flip side, excluding 
transgender women from women’s 
shelters leaves them in acute danger 
of being abused or murdered. 

Excluding them from women’s 
wards in hospitals makes seeking 
necessary medical attention a trau-
matic experience that, tragically, 
many avoid as they would rather 
suff er than be degraded. 

When we look beyond trans-
gender women, as proponents of 
‘sex-based’ rights frequently do not 
do, we see that many of these issues 
are mirrored in the experiences of 
transgender men and nonbinary 
people.

The vast majority of feminists 
see the transgender liberation 
movement as consistent with 
the principles of the women’s 
movement. 

As we fi ght against the policies 
of conservative and reactionary 
forces that tie women to their sex, 
pushing for women to be seen as 

tools for reproduction and home-
making to be commanded by their 
husbands due to cisgender women 
carrying children, giving birth, and 
breastfeeding, the women’s move-
ment has, by and large, embraced 
the shared struggle that transgender 
and nonbinary people experience 
in being tied to their sex.

It should come as no surprise 
then that transgender people of 
all kinds have been at the front of 
many women’s liberation move-
ments. It’s a natural progression.

Communists must not fall for 
the positions regarding transgender 
people that have been proff ered by 
the conservative and reactionary 
forces who aim to use biological 
essentialism regarding transgender 
and nonbinary people as an eff ort 
to revive it for use against women 
and the women’s movement. 

We must instead fight the 
‘gender ideology’ espoused by 
the right, by embracing the 
transgender, nonbinary, and 
women’s liberation movements 
simultaneously. 

Photo: pexels.com (CC0)

Rejecting reactionary ‘Feminism’

Sunshine Coast 
native title win

Graham Holton

The Sunshine Coast Branch of the CPA lies within 
Kabbi Kabbi country. At the recent National Educa-
tion School held at Nambour in the Sunshine Coast 
on 22 to 23 June, I as President of the Queensland 
State Committee, proudly congratulated the Kabi 
Kabi on their magnifi cent win for Land Rights Title 
to traditional land. On Monday, 17 June, the Feder-
al Court found the Kabi Kabi people are and always 
have been the traditional owners of the Sunshine 
Coast region, formally recognising them as Native 
Title holders. The judgement covers 365,345 hec-
tares of land and waters around the Sunshine Coast 
from Redcliff e to Childers in the north, a distance 
of 200 km. To gain these rights, the Kabi Kabi had 
to prove that their ancestors have occupied the area 
under their set of laws and customs, since fi rst Euro-
pean settlement.

The Kabi Kabi made their fi rst Native Title claim in 2006. 
In 2013 they applied under the act. It then took another 11 
years to negotiate the Native Title agreement. Sadly, in that 
time several elders have passed on without witnessing the 
fi nal success. The CEO of the Queensland South Native Title 

Services, Tim Wishart, has assisted the Kabi Kabi with their 
claim. He said the, “Kabi Kabi people have a right to move 
about on the land, to camp on the land, to build temporary 
structures, to teach their kids, to take some resources, to 
hunt, fi sh.” 

Traditional owner Norman Bond said the Kabi Kabi people 
can be formally recognised by all tiers of government and by 
the public “without feeling they have to justify who they are.” 
Kabi Kabi woman, Helena Gulash, said, the Kabi Kabi: “will 
be able to live, work, camp on country, raise their families on 
Kabi Kabi country.” This is an extraordinary gain in a state 
which has had a long history of the denial of Indigenous 
rights and maltreatment of Aboriginal people. 

Unfortunately, there is already a growing wave of dis-
information from Sky News and the Murdoch News Corp 
insinuating that this will demolish the rights of whites, who 
will now be regarded as second rate citizens under the law. 
This is far from the truth.

The Sunshine Coast Branch is proud that our area is 
covered by the area marked out by the Native Title Act. The 
Branch has been and will continue to support the Kabbi 
Kabbi people. The Communist Party of Australia has long 
supported Indigenous rights in Queensland so it is a proud 
moment for our party. 
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Call for solidarity 
with Iranian workers

Britain’s communists have 
issued a call for internation-
al working-class solidarity 
with 20,000 striking oil, gas 
and petrochemical workers 
in Iran. 

Nationwide strikes by Iran’s 
oil and gas contract workers began 
on 20 June and spread to over 110 
companies.

They are demanding wage 
increases, permanent contracts, 
14-days-on-14-days-off work 

rotation, better dormitories, more 
safety measures and removal of 
corrupt middleman contractors. 

Communist Party industrial 
organiser Alex Gordon said: “The 
fi ght for safe working and living 
conditions, decent wages and 
benefi ts, and especially against 
super-exploitation embedded 
in the sub-contracting model of 
employment, is a common feature 
of working-class struggles today 
across the capitalist world.

“The Communist Party’s indus-
trial committee sends solidarity 
to Iranian oil workers striking for 
their collective rights at work and 
freedom to organise in the interests 
of their class.”

The Tudeh Party of Iran has 
urged communist and workers’ 
parties and international trade 
union organisations to support the 
striking workers.
Morning Star 

US Presidential debate
Weekend at Biden’s

Graham Holton

The recent US Presidential 
debate watched by 51 million 
people, was an obvious catas-
trophe for the Democratic 
Party. Biden looked lost and 
wooden.

The fi asco was reminiscent of 
the comedy Weekend at Bernie’s 
in which an obviously dead man 
is treated as alive. 

The next day the Democrats told 
the media that Biden did a great 
job and he would not be replaced 
as president. Did they not see how 
badly he performed?

After the debate, a lot of com-
mentators argued that Biden was 
unfi t for another term. The question 
they avoided asking was this: has 
he been unfi t to lead the country 
during his term of offi  ce? During 
the debate Biden looked vague, not 
comprehending what was happen-
ing around him, his diminished 
cognitive abilities were obvious. 
Which leads one to ask, does he 
perform like this in the Oval Offi  ce 
of the White House? If so who is 
really running the country? 

Under the US political system, 
the president cannot be replaced 
for doing a bad job, as a prime 
minister can in Australia. Biden 
has to resign; he cannot be forced 
out. The US Constitution dictates 
that the vice president can become 
president only if President Biden 
dies, or becomes incapacitated. If 
the Democratic Party does not want 
Harris as president, the constitu-
tion does not say what process they 
should use for choosing a nominee 
for the upcoming election. News 

commentators have asked who 
could realistically replace Joe Biden 
as the Democratic Party’s offi  cial 
nominee in fi ve weeks. Vice-pres-
ident Kamala Harris is not liked, 
nor is California Governor Gavin 
Newsom. 

Article II of the Constitution 
established the executive branch of 
the federal government and vested 
executive power in the president. 
As the 46th President, Joe Biden 
is head of State, government and 
Commander-in-Chief of the armed 
forces, which includes directing the 
world’s most well-equipped armed 
forces and the world’s second-larg-
est nuclear arsenal. The primary 
responsibility of Vice President 
Harris is to be ready to assume 
the presidency if President Biden 
is unable to perform his duties. For 
that to happen, the Vice President 
and a majority of the Cabinet must 
judge that the President is no longer 
able to discharge the duties of his 
presidency.

If Biden steps down in the 
August convention, the 435 mem-
bers of the Democratic National 
Committee would choose a new 
candidate. The members would 
meet in a special session to select 
a nominee. To be nominated can-
didates need the signatures of 600 
convention delegates. There are 
4,672 delegates, including 3,933 
pledged delegates and 739 auto-
matic or superdelegates. There is 
not a simple solution to replacing 
Biden.

Does President Biden even 
know and understand what he is 
signing? At a time when the US 
government is pushing Russia, 

China, North Korea, and Iran into a 
global war, does Biden really know 
what is happening around him and 
is he complicit in it? If his cognitive 
abilities are as bad as they seemed  
during the debate, is Biden being 
used to push through legislation 
that the Democrats want?

In March 2024 President Biden 
signed into law a US$1.2 trillion 
spending package. The Democratic-
led Senate passed the bill with a 
74-24 majority. The defence bill 

was passed without objection by 
the Republican-led House of Rep-
resentatives. The 1,012-page bill 
provided US$886 billion in funding 
for the Defence Department, which 
included military aid to Ukraine, 
Taiwan and Israel.

If the Democrats are voted in 
after the November election and 
nuclear war breaks out, do we 
blame Biden, a decrepit old man, 
or his administration? Who is there 
to stop such nuclear madness? If 

Trump becomes president, he said 
he would stop wars by showing US 
military muscle. Trump says a lot 
of things.

Putin has warned numerous 
times that if Russia is threatened it 
would retaliate with tactical nuclear 
weapons. 

Whoever wins, the US will be a 
gerontocracy – rule by the old – and 
the world will be a dangerous place. 
It shouldn’t be run by a ‘Weekend 
at Biden’s.’ 

Photo: Gage Skidmore – fl ickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Italy: new law to 
worsen inequality

On 19 June members of Italy’s parliament 
voted in favour of a bill on diff erentiated 
autonomy. The new legislation will decen-
tralise decision-making and fi nancing on edu-
cation, health, public services, and culture, 
among other areas.

The parliamentary discussion preceding the vote 
was exceptionally heated, culminating in members of 
Parliament from far-right Lega and Brothers of Italy 
parties physically attacking a member of the Five 
Star Movement.

Critics have dubbed the new law the “Split-Italy” 
law, predicting it will undermine the constitutional 
principle of solidarity. On the other hand, right-
wing parties, especially Matteo Salvini’s Lega, have 
celebrated the vote’s outcome. Salvini and his allies 
have long advocated for more regional autonomy by 

pitting the interests of the northern regions against 
those of the southern ones, drawing upon stereotypes 
of the South as a backward, non-contributing part of 
the country.

The new law technically still foresees minimum 
standards for public services in all regions. However, 
the framework means wealthier regions can invest 
more in these services. For example, Veneto might 
increase health spending within its borders, while 
regions like Calabria, lacking fi nancial resources, will 
be stuck at the state’s minimum level. This disparity 
could lead to longer waiting lists for patients in Calab-
ria and harsher working conditions for health staff , 
potentially increasing internal migration to wealthier 
regions and perpetuating a vicious cycle.
Globetrotter 

Finnish 
Parliament 

approves military 
agreement with 

the US
The Finnish parliament 
has announced that it has 
approved the Defence Coop-
eration Agreement (DCA) with 
the United States.

According to Finnish national 
broadcaster Yle, under the agree-
ment, Finland will open 15 of its 
military bases for potential use by 
the military forces of the United 
States, and will also allow the 
United States to bring defence 
equipment, supplies, materials, 
and soldiers to Finland.

In addition, the agreement will 
authorise establishment of certain 
military zones, which will include 
facilities accessible only to the per-
sonnel of the United States. The 
agreement creates a framework for 
the activities of the United States 
and a more permanent presence 
in Finland.

Anna Kontula, Left Alliance law-
makers, has submitted a proposal 
calling on legislators to reject the 
agreement. 

“Generally, it is not a good idea 

to allow soldiers and weapons of a 
foreign country to settle. If this is 
done, it is usually not wise to give 
them the free right to operate in 
the country,” Kontula was quoted 
by Uusi Suomi, a Finnish online 
news service, as saying.

The progressive lawmaker 
emphasised that in the DCA, Fin-
land signifi cantly cedes its sover-
eignty to a foreign state, according 
to Uusi Suomi.

The negotiations for the DCA 
started in August 2022, three 
months after Finland’s applying for 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) membership. After a total 
of fi ve rounds of negotiations, the 
agreement was reached at the end 
of October 2023.

Finland and the United States 
signed the DCA in Washington on 
18 December 2023. The Finnish 
government submitted the proposal 
for the agreement to the parliament 
for approval at the end of May 2024.
Telesur 
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India: More of the same from Modi
The fact that the BJP has lost its major-
ity and is confi ned to 240 seats in the 
Lok Sabha (parliament) may check or 
slow down certain aspects of Modi’s 
agenda.

Constitutional changes, which could 
further attenuate the democratic system, 
undermine the secular principle and reinforce 
authoritarian centralism, may be diffi  cult 
to achieve now. But the thrust of the Modi 
regime in terms of its economic policies, 
subversion of institutions and authoritarian 
drive will see no qualitative change.

The Modi regime’s confrontationist stance 
towards the opposition and contempt for par-
liamentary norms was displayed at the outset 
of the convening of parliament. On the issue 
of electing the new speaker, the government 
refused to off er the deputy speakership to the 
opposition, thereby thwarting a consensus 
on the matter.

Within days of the swearing-in of the 
new government, we have been reminded 
that the architecture of an authoritarian-
repressive regime is very much in place. The 
chief minister of Delhi, Arvind Kejriwal, who 
was given bail by a lower court saw that bail 
nullifi ed by the High Court. In order to make 
sure that Kejriwal does not come out of jail, 
the CBI has brazenly eff ected another arrest 
in the same case when he was produced 
in court. Fourteen years after a case was 
lodged against writer Arundhati Roy, the 
Lt. Governor of Delhi has given sanction for 
her prosecution.

From 1 July the three criminal codes 
which have replaced the earlier criminal 
procedure and penal laws will come into 
effect. Many of the provisions in these 
codes are going to impose more restric-
tions on the democratic rights of citizens 
and enhance police powers, including 
more draconian powers to punish offences 
like sedition.

With Amit Shah being reappointed as 
the Home Minister, the central agencies 
like the Enforcement Directorate, CBI and 
other agencies can be expected to carry on 
with their work of targeting the opposition 
and also any other persons or entities which 
are seen as hostile.

Many of the laws adopted in the last phase 
of the previous government such as the Tel-
ecom Act and the IT Act Rules are going to 
come into force. This allows the government 
to stop transmission of any message on the 
internet in the name of public safety during 
a public emergency. Ten central agencies 
are empowered to intercept telecom com-
munication provided they have the home 
secretary’s permission to do so.

The ushering in of the third Modi gov-
ernment is a signal that the pro-corporate, 
neo-liberal policies will continue with full 
vigour. That there will be no let-up in the 
pursuit of Hindutva politics and targeting of 
the minorities has also become clear in the 
fi rst few days after the Modi government was 
sworn into offi  ce. There have been a number 
of incidents targeting Muslims, particularly 
in the BJP-ruled states. 

In Chhattisgarh, three cattle transport-
ers were attacked and killed by a mob in 
Arang, near Raipur. Their only crime was 
being cattle traders. In BJP-ruled Madhya 
Pradesh, in Mandla district, eleven people 
were arrested on charges of having beef 
stored in the refrigerators in their homes. 
Subsequently, the local administration 
demolished eleven houses of the accused 
persons on the pretext that they were illegal 

encroachments. In Jodhpur in Rajasthan, 
there was a communal clash and 51 people 
were arrested. 

Creating communal polarisation and 
targeting of minorities are part of the generic 
politics of the Hindutva forces and there 
will be no restraint or check on this by the 
central government.

What must be recognised is that BJP is 
the dominant force in the coalition and its 
two major allies – the TDP and JD (U) – are 
neither interested nor in a position to assert 
any political or policy position.

There is no doubt that the fi ght against 
the Modi government’s policies and the 
exposure of its misdeeds can be carried out 
in a better fashion in parliament given the 
increased strength of the opposition. But it 
is more important to build up the resistance 
to the Modi regime’s authoritarian attacks 

on democracy and its neoliberal attacks on 
people’s livelihoods, by organising struggles 
and mass protests.

Here, the role of the Left is important 
because it is the most fi rm and consistent 
opponent of neo-liberal policies and the 
Hindutva ideology. While on the broader 
issues of defence of the constitution, democ-
racy and federalism, the INDIA bloc and the 
wider opposition unity will have to play a 
major role, the Left has to play the key role 
in mobilising the people in their day-to-day 
struggles and linking up these struggles to 
the overall opposition to the neo-liberal 
policies and making alternative policies a 
credible platform. 

The various mass organisations and 
democratic forums associated with Left will 
have to build the widest united actions.
People’s Democracy 

Narendra Modi at a BJP rally, April 2009. Photo: Al Jazeera English – fl ickr.com (CC BY-SA 2.0)

Hezbollah ready for 
‘all-out war’

Hezbollah’s Secretary Gen-
eral Sayyed Hassan Nasral-
lah said in a televised speech 
on 19 June, that the group is 
ready for war if Israel attacks 
Lebanon. Nasrallah’s warning 
is seen as a response to the 
threat from Israeli Foreign 
Aff airs Minister Israel Katz of 
an “all out war” against Leba-
non a day earlier.

“No place across the Zionist 
entity will be safe from Lebanese 
resistance group’s weapons in case 
of a full blown war,” Nasrallah said, 
claiming that “the enemy knows 
well what awaits it, and that is why 
it has been deterred so far.”

Nasrallah was addressing a 
memorial service for a senior com-
mander, Talib Abdallah who was 

killed by Israel. He warned that 
if an “inclusive war” is imposed 
on Lebanon, Hezbollah will fi ght 
it “with no rules and with no red 
lines.”

On 18 June Katz wrote on social 
media, “We are very close to the 
moment of decision to change the 
rules against Hezbollah and Leba-
non. In an all-out war, Hezbollah 
will be destroyed and Lebanon will 
be severely hit.” This was apparently 
in response to Hezbollah posting 
surveillance video footage of Israel’s 
Haifa port.

Israeli forces also issued a state-
ment claiming that its northern 
command had approved plans to 
launch a ground off ensive across 
the country’s northern borders.
Globetrotter 

Kenya pushback
As anti-imperialist sentiment 
gains momentum in Africa, the 
Alliance of Sahelian States has 
demonstrated a clear resolve 
to reclaim sovereignty from 
foreign powers. The backlash 
against Western presence, and 
French presence in particular, 
has ignited a broader conver-
sation about the future of for-
eign intervention and the true 
path to self-determination for 
African nations. 

Yet, while AFRICOM and 
Western military forces are being 
pushed out of the Sahel by people’s 
movements, we see a much diff er-
ent relationship elsewhere on the 
continent taking note, in particular, 
of the ongoing close coordination 

between the US and Botswana 
Defense Forces as well as the US 
and Kenya Defense forces even as 
they are illegitimately deployed 
against their own civil society.

With Kenya as a current poster 
child, we observe that in Africa, 
there are hundreds of political par-
ties that do not serve the interests of 
African people. These parties serve 
as middlemen between imperial-
ism and the masses of the people. 

But even in more convoluted 
or reactionary political environ-
ments, there is always pushback. In 
tandem with the events in the Sahel, 
Kenya is witnessing its own wave of 
resistance against neocolonialism, 
particularly in the form of protests 
against President William Ruto and 

his collusion with the IMF to further 
immiserate the Kenyan people on 
behalf of Western interests. 

Ruto has also sent Kenyan 
police to Haiti, ostensibly to serve 
Western imperialist agendas under 
the guise of peacekeeping, in a plan 
crafted in large part by Meg Whit-
man, US ambassador to Kenya. 

These moves have been met 
with signifi cant opposition within 
Kenya, highlighting a broader 
continental struggle against for-
eign domination and exploitation. 
The ongoing events signal a rising 
Pan-African consciousness that 
seeks to dismantle the remnants of 
colonialism and resist new forms 
of imperialist control.
AFRICOM Watch Bulletin 
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Mark Gruenberg

By a party-line 6-3 vote – Republican-named 
justices for and Democratic-named justices 
against, the US Supreme Court let Donald 
Trump get away with it. The majority pro-
claimed the former Republican president 
has immunity from federal indictments even 
after he left offi  ce.

Chief Justice John Roberts’s ruling may well hand 
this autumn’s election to the felonious Trump.

The decision certainly opens the door wider for 
the criminal corporate class, parts of which had been 
holding back their campaign cash – open, ‘dark money’ 
or both – to see which way the justices ruled, to dump 
ever more dollars into Trump’s campaign coff ers.

Trump may win the election even though he was 
convicted last month in New York courts on 34 counts 
of hush money payments to porn stars in a cover-up 
of his crimes during his presidential campaign eight 
years ago. Those payments were both fudged on the 
Trump Organization’s corporate books and were 
illegal campaign contributions under New York law. 

State Justice Juan Merchan will sentence Trump on 
those counts on 11 July.

Trump still faces a state trial in Atlanta on multiple 
racketeering and conspiracy counts for attempts to 
steal swing state Georgia’s electoral votes four years 
ago. That trial, too, has been stalled.

On the biggest cases of them all, dealing with 
Trump’s role in ordering, aiding, and abetting the 
Trumpite insurrection at the US Capitol three and 
a half years ago, Trump walks away, thanks to the 
majority’s ruling. He also walks away on the case 
of the classifi ed documents he stole and stored at 
his Florida vacation palace. His lawyers are already 
taking a victory lap for this ruling in statements and 
on social media.

That’s because even if the justices had ruled 
against Trump’s immunity claim, the very fact the 
court heard his immunity claim and then stalled on 
deciding it gave Trump a win by validating his delay-
delay-delay tactics.
From ‘Trump wins immunity,’ 
People’s World 

HUNGARY: EU documents and reports from The Financial 
Times and Sputnik suggest that the EU is increasing 
pressure on Hungary to end its veto of aid to Ukraine. In 
December 2023, Hungary vetoed the commitment of €50 
million as fi nancial aid to Ukraine in the EU’s budget. With 
the issue of aid to Ukraine on the table for an EU summit, 
reports have suggested a strategy of economic sabotage 
may be deployed to pressure Hungary into supporting the 
fund. Hungary has previously offered to support a Ukraine 
aid fund outside of the EU budget, and has now offered 
to support an EU fund should clauses be added allow-
ing Hungary to change its decision later. The EU has also 
identifi ed a legal loophole which potentially allow it to loan 
$50 billion to Ukraine as military assistance using frozen 
Russian assets.

BOLIVIA: President Luis Arce and other leaders have con-
demned an attempted military coup. Military units led by 
Juan Jose Zuniga, who had been stripped of his command, 
gathered in Plaza Murillo outside of congress and the pres-
idential palace. Zuniga was arrested shortly after soldiers 
entered the presidential palace. The coup attempt comes as 
tensions in Bolivia rise ahead of the 2025 election. The USA 
has claimed to be monitoring the situation, which may be a 
cause for concern rather than comfort for Bolivians familiar 
with Latin American history. Countries across Latin America 
have expressed their support for Bolivia and condemned 
the coup attempt. 

CANADA: The Haida Nation and the Province of British 
Columbia have signed a monumental land rights agree-
ment. The Gaayhllxid/Gíihlagalgang “Rising Tide” Haida 
Title Lands Agreement marks the fi rst time a Crown govern-
ment has recognised an Aboriginal title in legislation. The 
agreement establishes a staged transition of Haida Gwaii 
(the Queen Charlotte Islands) to Haida jurisdiction, while 
protecting existing private property rights and government 
infrastructure. Indigenous leaders in Canada have stressed 
the importance of land rights as an ongoing issue, how-
ever, particularly in the face of fossil fuel and agribusiness 
expansion. 

CUBA: The National Assembly of People’s Power (ANPP) 
has commemorated the 22nd anniversary of the declaration 
of irrevocable socialism. In 2002, following a referendum 
supported by more than eight million people, the ANPP 
approved a change to Cuba’s constitution, enshrining 
socialism as the prevailing system of Cuba. Fidel Castro 
expressed that the change was made to preserve the 
results of the Cuban Revolution, particularly as the inabil-
ity of capitalism to resolve the world’s most pressing issues 
was clearer than ever. 

TÜRKIYE: President Erdoğan has expressed Türkiye’s 
solidarity with Lebanon against Israeli aggression and has 
urged other countries in the region to question Western 
support for Netanyahu’s war plans. Erdoğan has warned 
of Netanyahu’s plan to turn to Lebanon and the rest of the 
region, calling for Middle Eastern countries to be at the fore-
front of the rejection of Israel’s bloody expansion. 

SOUTH KOREA: A fi re at a lithium battery plant has 
claimed the lives of 23 workers, while several others were 
injured or have since been reported missing. The fi re began 
due to several lithium batteries exploding at a factory in 
Hwaseong, Gyeonggi Province. The Chinese Ambassador 
Xing Haiming and Chinese Embassy offi cials have been 
working in co-ordination with South Korean offi cials due 
to preliminary data suggesting that a majority of the vic-
tims were Chinese nationals. At the time of writing, work is 
being done to conclusively identify the victims, identify and 
address the cause of the fi re, and support families of the 
victims.

Global Briefs

International

‘Now a king above 
the law,’ Trump 
wins immunity

Panamanian workers 
punished for 

anti-mining protests
Panamanian business groups 
and large transnational cor-
porations are trying to take 
revenge on the National Union 
of Workers of Construction 
and Similar Industries (SUN-
TRACS), says Saúl Méndez 
Rodríguez, general secretary 
of the union. The state-owned 
company Caja de Ahorros has 
frozen 18 bank accounts of 
the union. According to gov-
ernment sources, the closure 
of the bank accounts is due to 
SUNTRACS’s alleged links to 
terrorist activities.

Méndez says the freezing of 
the union’s accounts is an act of 
retaliation by national and interna-
tional economic groups that have 
economic interests in Panama. He 

says the union is being targeted for 
leading protests against open-pit 
metal mining during October and 
November 2023.

SUNTRACS led dozens of popu-
lar organisations in massive street 
protests to defend the country’s sov-
ereignty and environmental well-
being by opposing Law 406. The 
law promised mining privileges for 
more than 20 years to First Quan-
tum Minerals Ltd. (FMQ), with the 
possibility of a 20-year extension. 
The demonstrations resulted in the 
Supreme Court of Justice declaring 
Law 406 unconstitutional on 28 
November. Hours later, President 
Laurentino Cortizo announced that 
the copper mine that FMQ was set 
to take over would be closed.

These types of neocolonial 

economic measures, which aim 
to cede national sovereignty for 
long periods, have already been 
applied on several occasions in 
Panama, the most infamous being 
the Hay-Bunau Varilla Treaty. 
With this treaty, Panama ceded its 
sovereignty to the United States, 
which appropriated one of the most 
important commercial points in the 
world: the area where the Panama 
Canal would be constructed. In this 
way, the protests of 2023 join a long 
struggle of the Panamanian people 
against the economic and political 
impositions of national and tran-
snational oligarchies that promote 
neocolonial activities.
Globetrotter 

Gaza hunger figures reflect 
‘shameful failure’ of global leaders

In response to the latest Global Integrated 
Food Security Phase Classifi cation report, 
which warns that a high risk of famine per-
sists across the Gaza Strip, Oxfam’s Regional 
Director for the Middle East, Sally Abi Kha-
lil, said:

“The fi gures in this report are a shameful testa-
ment to the failure of world leaders to heed earlier 
warnings and hold Israel to account for its deliber-
ate use of starvation as a weapon of war. The slight 
improvement of conditions in the north shows that 
Israel can end human suff ering when it chooses – but 
just as quickly those gains can vanish when access 
is again constrained, as the report warns it is now.

“Israel’s policy of deliberate deprivation across 
Gaza has created this unprecedented situation where 
we are witnessing the world’s highest concentration 
of people in Al-Mawasi, a so-called humanitarian safe 
zone, without access to food, water, or sanitation.

“Just days ago, we learned that two more babies 

starved to death in Beit Lahiya. The reported death toll 
from hunger and thirst – which is likely to be much 
higher – is now 31. These aren’t just numbers – they 
embody each grieving mother and fathers, and every 
child lost to the most unspeakable fate.

“Not only is there a lack of food, but safe drinking 
water is now an increasingly rare resource, accelerat-
ing the spread of disease.

“Each day without a ceasefi re, more lives will be 
lost. The clock is ticking. World leaders must increase 
pressure on all parties to agree to a permanent cease-
fi re, and on Israel to stop starving Palestinian children 
to death, by allowing suffi  cient humanitarian aid to 
reach them.

“Israel must ensure that movement of aid into 
and within Gaza, including through checkpoints, is 
predictable, unfettered and dramatically accelerated, 
with all roads operational, the entry of suffi  cient fuel 
allowed, and access safely facilitated.”
Oxfam Australia 

Write to the Editor! editor@cpa.org.au
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Jenny Farrell 

Spy thrillers and accounts of 
East-West spying during the 
Cold War are always written 
from a particular Western 
political standpoint. Autobi-
ographies relating the stories 
of former “agents for peace,” 
are rare. Beatrice Altman-Sche-
vitz’s The Shadow in the Shad-
ow is the only such memoir to 
be published in English from a 
woman’s point of view, giving 
the perspective of a spy for the 
GDR, the German Democratic 
Republic.

Beatrice’s autobiography tells 
the extraordinary life story of two 

left-wing Americans. Jeffrey, a 
graduate of the elite Princeton Uni-
versity, “was an activist in the free 
speech movement and very active 
in the anti-Vietnam War movement 
in Berkeley and later at Washington 
University in St. Louis.” Beatrice’s 
political awakening occurred in Buf-
falo and the Attica Prison uprising in 
1971, and the court case that followed 
it. As she writes, “The injustice was 
too much for me to remain silent.”

In 1976, Jeff rey was off ered a 
two-year teaching post at the John 
F Kennedy Institute for North 
American Studies at the Free Uni-
versity of Berlin (West), and so they 
moved there from the US. Soon, they 
decided to fi nd out more about what 

life looked like beyond the Wall. As 
Beatrice explained:

“I was not just curious about 
the GDR, I saw it as an experiment 
worthy of support. A socialist experi-
ment, like Cuba was, like Chile had 
tried for and was destroyed. Sanc-
tions like we see against Russia today 
are designed to ruin a country. From 
1946 to 1990, the CIA was never 
going to allow this experiment to 
succeed and did so much to destroy it 
wherever people attempted to build 
socialism. Jeff rey and I felt the GDR 
had attained great accomplishments 
despite the capitalist system’s con-
tinued onslaught. So, I was more 
than just curious in 1977. I wanted 
to be part of this and support it.”

An important reason for writing 
her autobiography was that Beatrice 
hoped to show by example that eve-
rybody who wishes to live in peace 
and to help prevent war must exam-
ine their own possibilities. What once 
meant espionage in her case, is now 
campaigning for peace by exposing 
the machinations of NATO and the 
US-led war machine. She and Jeff  
remain active in this cause and by 
telling their story, Beatrice hopes 
to inspire and encourage others to 
continue the struggle in whatever 
way is open to them. 
People’s World (edited for space) 

C Bartholomew

Autism in the media, has been 
the subject of controversy in 
recent years, particularly when 
it comes to comedy. The autis-
tic community is no stranger 
to being spoken for rather than 
listened to. This goes beyond 
television. The Australian gov-
ernment, for instance, has faced 
many criticisms regarding their 
poorly managed, often inaccessi-
ble attempts at consulting autis-
tic people themselves. 

The new ABC comedy series 
Austin, then, comes at an interest-
ing moment. The show’s namesake 
is played by autistic actor Michael 
Theo, who viewers may recognise 
from the reality dating series Love on 
the Spectrum. That show faced both 
praise and criticism from autistic com-
munities and viewers. It presented a 
diverse range of autistic people, but 
also made editing choice which argu-
ably infantilised those people.

Austin features a depiction of 
autism that in many ways does not 
deviate much from the norm. The 
majority of popular autism represen-
tations in recent years have focused 
on straight, cisgender men with the 
same set of autistic traits; social awk-
wardness, taking things literally, and 
being overly blunt to the point where 

they may be seen as rude. Austin who 
shares many of these traits, is by no 
means a misrepresentation of autism. 
In all likelihood Austin is inspired 
by some of Theo’s own experiences. 
However, some viewers may be tired 
of seeing the same image of autism 
repeated once again. Autism is a spec-
trum, yet that diversity is not often 
apparent in media. 

Austin at times is also sorely 
lacking in social critique. Austin is 
referred to as “vulnerable” numerous 
times, while his well-meaning family 
often seem to go from overprotec-
tive to infantilising in their attitudes 
towards him. 

The show and its message could 
have benefi tted greatly from a deeper 
look at why autistic people may be at 
greater risk of harm in society. Refer-
ences to topics such as masking could 
have also been far more insightful if 
the show had taken time to ask why 
pressuring autistic people to fi t in 
with capitalist societal norms is so 
often seen as desirable. 

That said, Austin also takes care 
to challenge many tired stereotypes. 
Austin proves himself capable of 
independence and navigating roman-
tic relationships, despite his fam-
ily’s beliefs otherwise. The show is 
also clear in its criticism of its other 
main character, Austin’s estranged 
father Julian (Ben Miller). A writer 

‘cancelled’ for accidentally retweet-
ing a Nazi, Julian and his manager 
and agent initially seek to use Austin 
as a means of saving Julian’s image. 

Along the way, Austin brilliantly 
challenges common tropes of autistic 
characters represented as burden-
some or tragic (think Rain Man, 
or Sia’s disastrous movie Music). 
Instead, it’s Julian’s opportunistic 
attempt to use Austin as essentially 
a corporate branding opportunity, as 
well as Austin’s excessively protective 
family, which are rightly and comedi-
cally criticised. 

Perhaps best of all, Austin’s per-
sonal growth as a character does not 
make him any less autistic. His autism 
means he approaches everyday life 
diff erently, but that diff erence is never 
viewed as something in need of ‘fi xing’ 
or ‘controlling.’ A more critical look 
at why capitalist society has such a 
problem with autistic people would 
be a welcome addition. 

Overall, Austin is a good comedy. 
It could be a lot better, but takes some 
important steps forward in its repre-
sentation of autistic people. Michael 
Theo does an excellent job in his fi rst 
major acting role, and I am excited to 
see where he goes from here. I’m also 
keen to see where a second season 
could take the show and its handling 
of autistic representation. 

Don’t delay – 
it may be too late.

Dear Comrade Editor,
Water and Environment minister 
Tanya Plibersek’s actions are attract-
ing considerable attention on social 
media, for the wrong reasons.

She has been cosying up to Gina Rine-
hart, as can be seen from her approval of 
a company backed by Rinehart for a coal 
seam gas project. 

While the condemnation online is 

necessary and justifi ed, the focus is mostly 
on waiting until election day to have her 
voted out of offi  ce.

This is the soft option.
Surely more kudos is due to the party 

comrades and others who protested peacefully 
outside Plibersek’s offi  ce some weeks ago.

The more noise we can make before elec-
tion day, the more it is energy well spent. 
The news must be made public as quickly 
as possible (or the noise as loud as possible) 
so as to allow the electorate time to make an 
informed decision about the performance of 
their sitting member.

The ultimate outcome will be decided 
by the ballot paper. In a democracy that is 
as it should be. It is a matter of preparation 
on our part though, to make sure we get the 
result we want. Has any political party won 
an election without running a successful 
campaign fi rst?

In the same way, we must now run our 
own campaign.

The battle has begun. Or could we per-
haps say, the struggle continues?

Regards,
David Klemm

Not a hero, not our King

Comrade Editor,
There is a case to be made that cer-
tain Western countries still operate 
as “civilisational” extensions of white 
supremacy and white expansionist ide-
ology, even if they have adopted mul-
ticultural systems. This was brought 
home recently by the revelation that 
members of the ADF (Australian 
Defence Force) are dually involved 
with various extremist racialist and 
white supremacist organisations. 
Investigations are ongoing.

This was compounded then by the news 
that King Charles is to award Ben Roberts-
Smith, a war criminal, with a Coronation 
Award.

This is absolutely disgusting and sicken-
ing. Ben Roberts-Smith is known to have 
killed Afghan children, and at point-blank 
range, an elderly imam, as well as kicking a 
handcuff ed man off  a cliff .

It’s more proof King Charles doesn’t have 
Australian interests at heart, and should not 
be our King.

Ben Roberts-Smith is not an Australian. 
He might be the trophy boy for the Empire 
and its violent, failing, white supremacist 
ideology, but he is not Australian.

He isn’t an Australian and he never 
will be.

Afghanistan is a great country, and the 
Afghan people are a great people, a great 
culture with a beautiful history. Afghanistan 
is now undergoing necessary reconstruc-
tion, after decades of imperial war waged 
on it by the West. Afghan civilisation and 
deep civilisational culture will continue, and 
their society will rebuild itself. It will do so 
by fi rst securing its borders from invasion 
and closing itself off  from the chauvinism of 
white Western countries.

Long live Afghanistan!
Down with Ben Roberts-Smith!

Andrew,
Canberra

Letters to the Editor
The Guardian
74 Buckingham Street
Surry Hills NSW 2010

email:  edi tor@cpa.org.au

TV/Streaming review: Austin
An Imperfect Challenge of Stereotypes

Book Review: The Shadow in the Shadow by Beatrice Altman-Schevitz
The invisible front: An American woman’s 

memoir of spying for East Germany
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Seat at the table
There’s a special group of Weasel Words that exist so that peo-
ple with no power or infl uence can pretend they have either. 
Australia, usually in mid-air before the USA has thought of 
saying “jump!” needs these words. Hence “seat at the table” – 
reassuring Australian politicians and policy makers that we’re not 
just lackeys without actually saying anything to prove it. Australia 
will have a “seat at the table” when the US is developing large 
uncrewed maritime reconnaissance aircraft, which of course 
does not mean Australia’s views will make any difference. See 
also ‘in the room.’ 

Passive mood
Can grammar be weaselly? It can. Nine’s James Massola says 
that Hamas “has killed” 1,200 people, and that more than 37,000 
people “have died” during the subsequent invasion. The killings 
by Hamas are what grammar nerds call ‘active mood,’ so we 
know who did them. The 37,000 Palestinian deaths (and count-
ing) are ‘passive mood.’ Passive mood is used when you don’t 
want to talk about who did the deed, or when you don’t know 
who did it. We know who did it, but a lot of the media are having 
trouble working it out. 

Celebrities
Former Australian attorney-general, George ‘bookshelves’ Bran-
dis, has written off Assange supporters as ‘celebrities’ and 
‘glitterati.’ If you think it’s wrong for Assange to be threatened 
with 175 years in prison for revealing war crimes, congratula-
tions! Since it’s only Brandis who’s promoted you this way, don’t 
expect the paparazzi to show up any time soon.

Vaguely
This adverb is a classier ‘kind of,’ as when you feel vaguely hun-
gry, or when someone looks vaguely European. In the hands 
of George Brandis, it’s a way of smearing someone as a fas-
cist against the facts. Julian Assange is not a fascist. He doesn’t 
do the ‘roman salute’ that the Nazis used. This didn’t stop Bran-
dis from describing Assange raising a fi st as “vaguely fascistic.” 
There was nothing vague about the war crimes Assange uncov-
ered, but Brandis just didn’t have room to mention them, what a 
shame.

Lights (the, keeping on)
Lights help us see things. For climate change denialists, lights 
are also a very helpful way of obscuring topics like the ongoing 
climate disaster, the need to reduce carbon emissions as soon 
as possible, and the corresponding need to use more renewa-
ble energy. Nationals MP Keith Pitt is the latest in a conga-line 
of pro-coal-and-gas, anti-renewables conservatives to use 
‘keeping the lights on’ as a reason for burning more coal, say-
ing that “Coal needs to be extended otherwise the lights go out.” 
We don’t know if Pitt had his eyes open during the 2019-2020 
bushfi res, linked to climate change caused by emissions from his 
beloved coal. A lot of other people found it hard to see through 
the smoke. 

Merit
Merit and meritocracy hold out the false promise of total objectiv-
ity, free from nasty messy politics and (shudder) ‘ideology.’ David 
Littleproud, the National Party’s leader, has said that we should 
have less renewables and more nuclear, adding that projects 
“should be based on merit, rather than Labor’s ideology of 82 
per cent renewables by 2030.” To be fair to Littleproud, it’s hard 
to tell if wanting to shovel money towards coal power while wait-
ing for nuclear to get going is ideology or just a refl ex on his part. 

‘Something dash positive’
If you’re ‘something-positive,’ you are in favour of it without hav-
ing to actually do anything. In 2022 Tanya Plibersek promised 
a “nature-positive plan” for national environmental protections 
by the end of 2023. She hasn’t done it yet, but given her record 
in approving fossil-fuel projects and the fact that she went to 
court to prove that she didn’t have to care about environmen-
tal impacts of emissions when approving coal and gas projects, 
we’re not feeling ‘Plibersek-positive’ about whatever reforms she 
fi nally gets around to.
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On 7 June approximately 
28,000 Samsung workers 
in South Korea embarked 
on their first-ever strike, 
organised by the Nationwide 
Samsung Electronics Union 
(NSEU). About one-fi fth of 
Samsung’s workforce in South 
Korea took part. The strike 
targeted Samsung’s chip divi-
sion, which manufactures a 
variety of critical components 
such as RAM, NAND fl ash 
chips, USB sticks, SD cards, 
Exynos processors, camera 
sensors, modems, NFC chips, 
and remotes. The action high-
lighted deep-seated issues sur-
rounding unionisation within 
Samsung, marking a signifi -
cant shift in the company’s 
labor dynamics. Throughout 
the strike, union members 
posted visible notices on Sam-
sung facility doors, outlining 
their grievances and demands.

Lee Hyun-kuk, vice president 
of the National Samsung Electron-
ics Union, described this action as 
“largely symbolic, but it’s a begin-
ning.” He emphasised that the 
union has contingency plans for 
subsequent strikes. Lee further 
stated that the possibility of an 
all-out general strike remains on 
the table, underscoring the union’s 
determination to press for their 
demands.

The union is pushing for a 6.5 
per cent pay rise, in contrast to 
the company’s proposed 5.1 per 
cent raise, as well as an additional 

day of annual leave and a more 
transparent approach to calculat-
ing bonuses. Bonuses make up a 
signifi cant part of employees’ pay. 
In 2023, the method for calculating 
bonuses, which takes into account 
both operating profi t and cost of 
capital, resulted in no bonuses 
being paid to workers. The union 
argues that bonuses should be 
based solely on operating profi t. 
Samsung’s chip division reported 
a profi t of $1.4 billion in the fi rst 
quarter of this year.

Samsung Group has consist-
ently opposed unionisation eff orts, 
resulting in policies that keep wages 
low, provide minimal benefi ts, and 
enforce extended work hours. In 
December 2013, the Korean Metal 
Workers’ Union (KMWU), sup-
ported by the IndustriALL Global 
Union, revealed widespread vio-
lations of workers’ rights within 
Samsung. These violations included 
reports of kidnapping and physi-
cal violence against union leaders, 
alongside targeted training pro-
grams for management aimed at 
preventing union formation.

Samsung’s global reputation in 
the IT sector is also marred by its  
working conditions, characterised 
by long hours and a reliance on pre-
carious employment arrangements. 
The company actively dissuades 
workers from joining unions and 
pressures unionised precarious 
employees to disengage from their 
representative organisations. These 
tactics involve paying lower wages 
to union members and subjecting 
them to intensive monitoring.

Samsung Electronics Co., 

Ltd. operates with a hierarchical 
workforce structure that reveals 
signifi cant disparities. At the top 
are highly paid professionals 
and research and development 
personnel critical for innovation 
and product development. In the 
middle tier are skilled tradespeo-
ple and manufacturing workers 
across Samsung’s global factories, 
including those in South Korea, 
essential for production but often 
facing challenging conditions. At 
the lower end of Samsung’s labor 
hierarchy are workers employed by 
contractors and subcontractors, a 
group for whom Samsung denies 
responsibility despite their crucial 
role in the company’s operations.

The intense work culture at 
Samsung became evident during 
the 2012 Samsung-Apple patent 
trial, which exposed rigorous work 
conditions among research and 
development staff . Chief designer 
Wang Jee-yuen’s testimony vividly 
depicted the demanding nature of 
the job, including prolonged work 
hours that impacted personal well-
being and family life.

Women constitute a signifi cant 
portion of Samsung’s skilled work-
force, often recruited from smaller 
towns to work in semiconductor 
labs. They endure extended shifts, 
rotating schedules, and exposure 
to hazardous substances.

Samsung is not alone amongst 
large tech companies in over-
exploiting workers. Other South 
Korean companies will be watching 
the dispute carefully. 
Globetrotter 

Samsung workers 
stage first ever 

strike
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US presidential candidates Biden and 
Trump don’t have much in common 
– except for blind support for Israel 
and an almost rabid animosity toward 
Palestine. In a recent debate, Trump 
described Biden as being “like a Pal-
estinian,” and claimed that Biden was 
not suffi  ciently supportive of Israel’s 
attempts to destroy Gaza. Biden’s 
response was that Hamas was the 
only party not to endorse the ‘peace’ 
policy. Biden has spoken of holding 
up delivery of the biggest of US-made 
bombs, but keeps saying Israel is get-
ting “all it needs.”

While the US presidential debate was 
unfolding, planes were bombing Gaza, 
and Israeli tanks were turning their fi re 
on northern Gaza, already a pile of rubble. 
The damage, the thousands of lost lives, the 
trauma, has only been possible because of 
support from Washington.

Since October, the US has provided Israel 
with US$6.5 billion in military equipment,  
nearly double the normal annual weapons 
funding. The US Congress has agreed to a 
further $14 billion to support the Israeli war 
machine. It has been far more than business 
as usual.

Those weapons have directly result-
ed in the deaths of tens of thousands of 
Palestinians.

Netanyahu has claimed that because 
Israel’s objectives have largely been achieved, 
the ‘war’ in Gaza is being wound down. The 
dozens of Palestinians that are being killed 
on a daily basis would suggest that this is 
not the case. 

Refugees are being driven from site 
to site, and still fi nd no safe place. People 
are being forced to live in the wreckage of 
bombed-out buildings or set up camp next to 
huge piles of waste. The scale of the tragedy 
is worsening. People are dying from bombs, 
guns and tanks as well as from disease and 
starvation.

The media has made much of splits and 
rifts between the Israeli military and govern-
ment. This is of little consequence when the 
daily orgy of killing continues.

That same media has been quick to 
show images of children with cancer, being 
transported across the border for treatment. 
The public relations operation doesn’t fool 
anyone. The numbers of the repatriated 
are so few and the suff ering of the many 
is so great. 

WEST BANK TERRORISM
While the wanton destruction of Gaza 

goes on, the Israeli regime has continued to 
make life unliveable for Palestinians in the 
West Bank. Netanyahu calls the land run by 
the Palestinian state “Judea and Samaria.” 
This call to a mythologised ‘Greater Israel’ 
emboldens the extreme right-wing settlers 
to greater acts of terrorism against the 
Palestinians.

The settler attacks are aided and abetted 
by the Israeli army. Reports from Ramal-
lah (the administrative centre of the State 
of Palestine) describe a dramatic increase 
in Israeli operations in the West Bank. On 
average there are 38 raids on Palestinian 
groups and infrastructure every day. Every 
day Palestinians are detained – taken hos-
tage. Home demolitions are increasing. For 

Israel, it’s just another front in its assault 
against Palestine and its people.

It looks like Netanyahu will reduce the 
numbers of troops deployed in Gaza. The 
Israeli army will be able to attack Gaza at 
will even if not physically occupying territory. 
This is described as a ‘transition’ strategy in 
Israel’s campaign of terror.

EYEING LEBANON
Israel’s Defence Minister, Yoav Gallant 

has said Israel was “preparing for every 
scenario.”

It is more than obvious that one such 
‘scenario’ is to launch a full-scale military 
off ensive into Lebanon. The justifi cation 
for shifting the blood-letting to Lebanon is 
being presented as a need to secure borders 
and protect the Israeli civilian population 
from Hezbollah attacks. Hezbollah has 
pledged support for Palestinian resistance 
to Israel’s occupation and aggression but has 
also pledged to cease actions against Israel, 
if Israel accepts the conditions of a ceasefi re 
and an end to its war against Gaza.

War with Hezbollah would be horrendous 
for everyone in the region. The slaughter 
infl icted on the Palestinian people in Gaza 
would pale by comparison. Gallant threat-
ened Hezbollah, and Lebanon, when he said 
that “Hezbollah understands very well that 
we can infl ict massive damage in Lebanon 
if a war is launched.”

Gallant repeated his threat Israel would 
send Lebanon “back to the stone age.” Martin 
Griffiths, the Under-Secretary-General 
for Humanitarian Aff airs and Emergency 
Relief Coordinator at the United Nations, 
described any potential war in Lebanon as 
being “potentially apocalyptic.”

Gallant is not the fi rst to use such bar-
baric language. During the US war against 
Vietnam, US General Curits LeMay infa-
mously said he wanted to “bomb them back 
to the stone age … until we have destroyed 
every work of man.” Gallant and Israel like 
the slogan, but forget the lesson the US 
learned then. The Vietnam war ended in 
humiliation for the USA. Any war against 

Hezbollah or Lebanon will end in humili-
ation for Israel.

Hezbollah has already stated that any 
war would be fought “with no rules and 
no red lines.” They are reported to have 
between 50-100,000 well trained, well-armed 
troops and an arsenal of 150,000 missiles 
and rockets. 

There is an additional fear that Iran, and 
as a consequence, the USA, might be drawn 
into such a confl ict. Iran has indicated that 
it would be unlikely to become willingly or 
directly involved, unless attacked by Israel 
or its allies.

The Israeli army said last week that it has 
‘approved and validated’ plans for an off en-
sive in Lebanon, although any decision would 
come from the country’s political leaders.

US BACKING
The United States, armourer and funder 

of Israel’s aggression, has called for calm and 
restraint. ‘Restraint” has not stopped them 
fl ooding Israel with billions of dollars in arms.

An American assault ship, has just 
entered waters near the Lebanon-Israel 

border. The action is being described by 
Washington as an act designed to stop poten-
tial hostilities. How an additional warship, 
with a US Marine Expeditionary Unit aboard, 
in company with a dock landing ship used 
to transport Marines, landing craft, vehicles 
and cargo can ‘de-escalate’ tension is unclear. 
These two ships are sailing in convoy with a 
third ship that can deliver troops either by 
helicopters or landing vessels.

Such is America’s take on ‘restraint’ and 
easing tensions. 

PEACE REJECTED
A White House spokesperson recently 

dismissed Hezbollah and its leader Hassan 
Nasrallah’s off er of peace, saying that “the 
logic of Nasrallah … is that it is all tied to 
Gaza, and until there is a cease-fi re in Gaza 
the fi ring at Israel won’t stop … We frankly, 
completely reject this logic.” So much for 
restraint. So much for calming the waters.

Israel can only think of war with Hezbol-
lah if it knows that it has the support of the 
United States. Biden has repeatedly assured 
Netanyahu that US support is “ironclad.” 
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Israeli destruction could spread
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How Australia supports Israel:
• Israeli arms company Elbit was given a contract for $917 million to supply systems for 

our army’s Infantry Fighting vehicles
• Australian companies in Sydney and Melbourne make parts for F-35 fi ghters. Israel 

uses those fi ghters to bomb Gaza
• Australia has not recognised Palestinian statehood. Doing that would help pressure 

Israel to take Palestinian statehood seriously
• Australia has not joined the South African case against Israel for genocide

What you can do:
• Demonstrate! Every person who shows up to one of the nationwide demonstrations in 

support of Palestine counts
• Contact an MP and/or a senator, ask them to show the same courage Senator Fatima 

Payman showed in supporting recognition of Palestine
• Keep in touch with bdsaustralia.net.au for more practical steps you can take
• Stay informed. Keep reading this paper. Stay in touch with Australian Palestinian 

Advocacy Network (apan.org.au)


