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Biden, Albanese:
Collaborators in genocide
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Palestinian banner drop in Boorloo/Perth as part of the CPA National campaign on Friday 5th July 2024. Photo: Vinnie Molina

Marcus Browning

When Anthony Albanese accused
Labor Senator Fatima Payman of stir-
ring up racism because of her support
for the Palestinians, it was one more
glaring example of the government’s
ongoing attempt to cover up Israel’s
crimes against humanity in the West
Bank and Gaza, and to perpetuate
Israel’s murderous rampage against
defenceless Palestinians. As such the
Australian government is collaborat-
ing in an act of genocide with Israel
against the Palestinian people.

In line with this cover-up, the govern-
ment has announced the setting up of a
commission with the purported task of
tracking anti-Semitism which will in fact
be an enforcement police for outlawing all
criticism of Israel.

Such laws are an attempt to contain the
ongoing and growing actions against Israel’s

crimes: laws are being introduced giving the
state the power to ban protests. This is done
with an eye to the wider community as the
pain of the economic crisis increases while
tens of billions of dollars are poured into
the bottomless pit of the military budget
(more than $40 billion so far on nuclear
submarines alone).

Australia is now a cog in the US wheel for
this region: It is a vision of US naval power
projection in the region that the Albanese
government shares. The vision is that set-
tler colonial and ex-colonial powers — the
G7-AUKUS - should be the ones making
the rules of the current international order.
Behind the talk of an international rules-
based order is the mailed fist of the US,
NATO, and AUKUS. This is what Australia’s
nuclear submarine deal really means.

ARMING ISRAEL

Human rights group Amnesty Interna-
tional is calling for an end to the transfer

of arms to Israel. Amnesty says because of
Australia’s “opaque” approval process, we
don’t know what exactly is being exported
from Australia.

The government has consistently claimed
that Australia has not exported weapons to
Israel for 5 years. But the government hasn’t
confirmed whether weapons parts manufac-
tured in Australia have been approved for
export where Israel will be the end user of
the weapon.

That’s a problem because Lockheed
Martin, the manufacturer of the F-35
fighter jet, has said that “every F-35
built contains some Australian parts and
components.”

Amnesty warns Israel’s bombardment is
rendering Gaza uninhabitable. “The Austral-
ian government must do everything in their
power to prevent genocide. They must commit
to not approve the export of any weapons
parts where the Israeli Defence Force is the
end user of the export.

“The Avusiralian government must
do everything in their power
to prevent genocide.”
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“Already, Canada, Spain, and Belgium
have halted arms exports to Israel. Together,
we can ensure nothing manufactured in
Australia contributes to death and destruc-
tion in Gaza.”

ISRAEL’'S NUKES

Israel’s policy of a “greater Israel” and
its seizure of Palestinian land has been
made possible only by the massive financ-
ing and arming of Israel by the United
States and some European governments.
The United States sees Israel as its mili-
tary arm in the Middle East to be able to
threaten and control the surrounding
Arab states.

Israel built up its nuclear weapons arsenal
with the approval of the western countries,
including Australia. There was no cam-
paign against Israel over its enrichment of
uranium as has been going on against Iran
and North Korea. There was no demand
that Israel should subscribe to the Nuclear
Non-Proliferation Treaty and Israel has never
been a party to that treaty.

Lip service has been given by Israel,
the United States, Australia, and European
governments to a two state solution to the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. But every attempt
to hold meaningful negotiations to fulfil this
objective is met with provocations coming
from the Israeli side.

Continued on page 2
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Payman and
pragmatism

By now readers will be well aware of Fatima
Payman. A brief recap; she’s a young West Australian
Senator now famous for crossing the floor to support
a motion in favour of recognition of Palestine as a
state. That’s Labor policy, but the Labor government
opposed the motion. Payman has since left the ALP and
sits as an independent Senator. She has been subject
to intense attention and the usual hatchet job from
Murdoch’s News Corp who are disgracefully going
after her family.

Payman’s conduct has been contrasted with that
of allegedly mature and ‘pragmatic’ Foreign Minister
Penny Wong, who not only voted against marriage
equality, but argued against it to preserve ‘solidarity,’
despite being personally in favour.

In a re-writing of recent history, some commenta-
tors have implied that Wong’s ‘pragmatism’ helped
Australia introduce marriage equality. That’s a
falsehood; you don’t have to be too old to remember
that same-sex marriage was introduced by a Liberal-
National Coalition government after a sustained civil
campaign and the delaying tactic of a national survey.
Payman has pointed out that it was ten years between
Wong’s act of ‘solidarity’ and marriage equality becom-
ing law. “Palestinians don’t have ten years”.

So is it good to be pragmatic? Is it good to com-
promise on ideals to get things done? These are
perennial questions in life and politics, and the answer
depends on what ideals you’re dropping in order to
get what things done. Sure you have to drop some
ideals, or at least put them to one side in order to
get other things done, but if you drop the important
ones, is it worth it?

In Wong’s case, her pragmatism hides class col-
laboration. She’s a senior member of a government that
is making the continent unsafe to live on by putting
the interests of fossil fuel corporations ahead of real
action on climate change. They’ve also endangered the
country by going along with the insanely expensive
AUKUS program.

The standard Labor line is to quote Gough Whitlam
and say that “only the powerless are pure,” but if the
price of power is waving through a genocide that has
been estimated to have killed over 186 thousand people
(see ‘Counting the dead’, page 9 this issue), as well as
policies that will make Australia near uninhabitable,
it’s reasonable to ask what the point of power like
that is.

Payman has been criticised a fellow Labor Minister,
Anne Aly, who said her approach is to “do things that
make a material difference on the ground.”

While it’s true that Payman’s brave and principled
actions haven’t stopped the genocide, nothing that
Anne Aly has done has made a ‘material difference’
either. If Aly, Wong, Albanese, and any other pragma-
tists were looking to make a material difference, there
are things they could do right now, like stop awarding
contracts to Elbit systems (who made the drone that
killed Australian aid worker Zomi Frankcom). They
could ban the export of weapons parts that are going
to Israel, like the F-35 parts made in Melbourne and
Sydney.

Something else that would make a ‘material differ-
ence on the ground’ is increasing funding to UNRWA,
the only international aid agency operating in Palestine
now.

Labor won’t do these things, but they will continue
to scold anyone like Payman who dares to suggest
that a Labor government carry out actions which are
Labor policy.

Support this paper and the Communist Party of
Australia for a political party which doesn’t dress up
betrayal of working people as pragmatism.
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Collaborators in genocide

Continued from page 1

Furthermore, the continuous building of new
Jewish settlements on Arab lands has already made
a mockery of any claims about a just settlement.
Operation al-Agsa Flood, the major offensive led
by Hamas on 77 October, came in retaliation for the
ongoing Israeli pogroms in the West Bank town of
Huwwara and in Jerusalem, especially by settlers
storming al-Agsa mosque during the Jewish High
Holy Days over the previous month, and in the context
of Israel’s ongoing siege against Gaza itself for more
than a decade and a half.

The Arab peoples defend themselves with every
means at their disposal.

Their struggle for the creation of a Palestinian state
free from interference and the threat and actual use
of military aggression, is perfectly legitimate.

SABRA AND SHATILA

This year marks the 42nd anniversary of the mas-
sacre of Palestinian refugees in the Sabra and Shatila
camps in Beirut. In July 1982 Israel invaded Lebanon
under the direction of the then Israeli Defence Min-
ister, Ariel Sharon. After entering Beirut the Israeli
forces encircled Sabra and Shatila on 18 September,
allowing the Israeli-backed Phalange militia, a fascist
Lebanese group, into the camps where they slaugh-
tered almost 3,000 people, mainly women, children
and the elderly.

The massacres have not been forgotten.

Australians of all sorts who don’t want to be impli-
cated in the ongoing genocide have been demonstrat-
ing on a weekly basis. Join us. &
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Monopoly pricing a killer

Anna Pha

Last month Treasurer Jim
Chalmers gave the green light
for ANZ’s takeover of Sun-
corp contrary to the recom-
mendations of the Australian
Competition and Consumer
Commission (ACCC). This
decision will result in an
even higher concentration
of the banking market, and
even less competition than
at present.

The Big Four banks control over
70 per cent of Australia’s home loan
market. They are amongst the most
profitable in the world, yet continue
to abuse their market domination
to exploit customers.

Interest rates on a home loan
are around a crippling 6 per cent
or higher depending on the relative
size of the deposit. Interest rates on
loans and deposits are strikingly
similar. This is monopoly pric-
ing, making a killing and hurting
borrowers.

When the ACCC rejected the
ANZ’s takeover of Suncorp its
Deputy Chair Mick Keogh said:
“Suncorp Bank is an important
competitor for business customers
in Queensland. It offers a differenti-
ated product with a strong focus on
customer relationships and smaller
businesses. That differentiated
offer, and the competitive benefits
it brings for Queensland businesses,
will not be available if ANZ acquires
Suncorp Bank.”

Suncorp also has a long history
of providing services to rural and
regional Queensland. The Big Four
have been closing branches in rural
and regional areas as well as cities.
The takeover will eventually see
more branch closures.

It’s not just banking that is
dominated by monopolies (also
referred to as oligopolies). Aus-
tralia has one of the highest levels
of concentration of capital in
the world, with many other sec-
tors dominated by a handful of
monopolies. Monopoly power is
having a serious impact on prices
and living standards as well as on
small business.

Woolworths and Coles control
65 per cent of the retail grocery
market. Aldi (10 per cent) and IGA
(7 per cent) are a distant third and
fourth. The devastating impact of
the duopoly and their price gouging
are also hitting consumers hard.
There are no price controls.

They also use their monopoly
powers to squeeze farmers and
other suppliers to the point where
they can no longer make a profit.
Beef and sheep prices for farm-
ers fell by 60-70 per cent in June.
Checkout prices only shrank 8 per
cent, returning super profits to the
duopoly’s shareholders.

A review of the Food and Gro-
cery Code by former Labor minister
Craig Emerson advised against
breaking up the supermarkets,
warning it would lead to less com-
petition and job losses! Really!?

Bunnings’ market share is more
than 70 per cent with Mitre 10 a
distant second at around 10 per
cent. Bunnings uses its market
power to charge high prices. There
is virtually no competition.

Officeworks operates on a simi-
lar model.

Public transport, gas, electricity,
and water (where privatised) are
also dominated by profit-driven
monopolies. Under public own-
ership, the main purpose was to
provide a service for the benefit of
customers — in particular house-
holds and small businesses. Once
privatised, the drive for maximum
profit takes over regardless of the
impact on customers.

Origin Energy, AGL, and Ener-
gyAustralia are the largest energy
companies in Australia. Each has a
significant share in the residential
electricity and gas markets with
variations depending on the state
where they operate. The highest
concentration in residential serv-
ices is in New South Wales (77
per cent) and South Australia (74
per cent).

Four companies account for
three-quarters of the general insur-
ance market. They are IAG with 29
per cent of the market, Suncorp
with 27 per cent, QBE with 10 per
cent and Allianz with 8 per cent.

The English, Scottish & Australian Bank Limited was founded in 1852, merged with ANZ in 1970.
Photo: Darryl Kirby — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0)

There are no controls on what
they charge or how they calculate
premiums.

Home owners in flood-prone
areas are being priced out of the
market with premiums running
into tens of thousands of dollars.
Some are refused insurance. Their
homes are their life savings, but
many have become valueless while
still carrying large mortgages.

The Coalition have opportunis-
tically promised to give the ACCC
powers to break up monopolies as a
last resort to address anti-compet-
itive behaviour in the supermarket
and hardware sectors and rising
checkout prices.

Coalition leader Peter Dutton
says the proposed new powers
would be in line with US and UK
counterparts. Break-up power alone
hasn’t prevented a cost-of-living
crisis in those countries. It won’t
in Australia.

Dutton’s announcement comes
after a Greens-led inquiry into

The last

Anna Pha

In defining imperialism,
Lenin pointed to qualitative
changes within capitalism.
First and foremost of these
is the development of monop-
oly capitalism. “... the rise of
monopolies, as the result of
the concentration of produc-
tion, is a general fundamen-
tal law of the present stage of
development of capitalism,”
Lenin said.

In his seminal work, Imperial-
ism: The Highest Stage of Capital-
ism, Lenin said that the economic
essence of imperialism is monopoly
capitalism, which “grows out of the
soil of free competition.”

Lenin noted five characteristics
of this new stage:

(1) the concentration of produc-
tion and capital has developed to
such a high stage that it has created
monopolies which play a decisive
role in economic life;

(2) the merging of bank capi-
tal with industrial capital, and
the creation, on the basis of this
“finance capital,” of a financial
oligarchys;

(3) the export of capital as

stage of capitalism

distinguished from the export of
commodities acquires exceptional
importance;

(4) the formation of interna-
tional monopolist capitalist associa-
tions which share the world among
themselves, and

(5) the territorial division of
the whole world among the big-
gest capitalist powers is completed.

These developments meant that
a new, highest, and last stage of
capitalism had begun, ie the stage
of modern imperialism.

Lenin defines super-profits, a
result of modern imperialism, as
“a surplus of profits over and above
the capitalist profits that are normal
and customary all over the world.”

In Australia, Woolworths and
Coles are monopolies (or oligopo-
lies) as defined by Lenin. So too
are the Big Four banks. In fact,
Australia’s economy is dominated
by monopolies (See article above).

Although they deny it, monopo-
lies form cartels where they collude
to fix prices and so make super
profits. How else would interest
rates of the Big Four banks be
almost identical? Or the cost of a
basket of goods at Woolworths and
Coles be almost identical? The big

supermarkets squeeze suppliers in
the same way.

Monopolies exist at the global
level across the board — in phar-
maceuticals, seeds and fertilisers,
petrol and oil, logistics, the military
industrial complex, computer soft-
ware and hardware, social media,
soft drinks, and fast food.

As Lenin pointed out, these
monopolies grew out of free market
competition. The takeover of Sun-
corp by ANZ is one example of how
monopolies increase their domina-
tion. Also, in the banking sector,
Westpac gobbled up St George
Bank in 2008. There is a long his-
tory of takeovers and mergers in
the banking sector dating back to
the beginning of the 20th century.

There was a time when there
were state-owned banks. The CBA
was also owned by the Common-
wealth prior to privatisation. They
had social charters to serve their
customers. Now it’s profits, profits,
and more profits.

It is time to re-establish a
national, publicly-owned bank
with a social charter that operates
in the interests of its customers.
That would be real competition. @&

supermarket pricing recommended
breaking up the duopoly of Coles
and Woolworths to prevent them
from abusing their market share.

Under public pressure to do
something, the government is now
promising to impose a mandatory
code of conduct for how supermar-
kets treat suppliers (not consum-
ers) with fines of up to $10 million
for breaches — a slap on a wrist for
companies making billions in prof-
its. The focus of the code will be on
how suppliers are treated, and is
limited to supermarkets.

CHOICE FINDINGS

A survey by consumer group
Choice found that by ditching the
supermarket duopoly and shopping
at Aldi, people have been able to
slash their grocery bills by a quarter.

Choice has been commissioned
by the government to carry out
quarterly reports into supermarket
prices for three years.

Greens senator Nick McKim

said the report highlighted the need
for more players in the market. “It
beggars belief that there could be
just one per cent difference in prices
between the duopoly,” he said.

“The choice between Coles and
Woolworths is no choice at all.”

The Greens put forward a bill
in the Senate to include divestiture
powers in competition law, allow-
ing the government to step in and
break up food retail giants. Labor
opposed the bill.

The government should imple-
ment price controls and divestiture
powers as against monitoring
prices, as well as transparency
when it comes to costs and prices.
These should apply to ALL sec-
tors of the economy where there
is a high concentration of capital.
Those listed above are only a few
examples where households are
feeling the pain.

Nationalisation of critical infra-
structure could also see massive
price reductions. &

Sydney Vigil

\ BLOCKADE
. ON CUBA

\

In support of Cuba and against
the illegal US blockade

4:15 pm Wednesday 17th July

In front of the US Consulate
50 Miller Street North Sydney

For more info 0431 275 434

'17:';4

'!51'3 Kadlca\-

Non-mainstream
news on Sunday
mornings at 9:15.

3CR.org.au




4 15 uly 2024

Australia

Commonwealth
Employment Service,
but not as you
remember

NW

The Community and Public Sector Union
(CPSU) has announced a campaign to bring
back the former Commonwealth Employment
Service. The CES was a government employ-
ment program designed to match unemployed
workers with jobs. Like many welfare state
initiatives, it was established in the after-
math of the Second World War until being
privatised as neoliberalism gained favour
in the 1990s. Reforms by Paul Keating, and
later John Howard moved the role of direct
service delivery from government to private
job agencies.

The privatised model of employment services
delivery has proven to be outstandingly expensive
and disappointingly ineffective. Employment services
makes up the largest Commonwealth procurement
outside Defence, but the incentives placed on private
providers means they offer limited help to jobseekers.
For example, payments were made to job agencies that
placed a job seeker into a job. In practice, this meant
that job agencies prioritised their most employable
clients, who would have found work on their own.
Less employable job seekers, such as the long-term
unemployed, people with health issues, and those
with limited education were largely ignored. Later
policy changes aimed to fix this problem, but this has
left the federal government with the complicated job
of managing a flawed marketplace, not delivering an
outcome.

The consensus within the CPSU and other groups

is that the privatised model has failed and employment
services have to be brought back into the public sector.
However, yet to be decided is what a state-owned
employment services system would look like in the
21st century. The key obstacle to bringing back the
CES exactly as it was is that 30 years of outsourcing
has left the federal government incapable of deliver-
ing services directly. The majority of staff that were
employed at the CES have since retired and very few
programs of direct service delivery exist at the federal
level. The CPSU has campaigned for a strengthening
of public sector capacity, but reducing government
dependency on outsourcing will be a slow process
and interim arrangements may be needed.

One possible model could be the transfer of employ-
ment services responsibilities from the federal to the
state governments. State governments are far more
effective at direct service delivery, and already hold
responsibility for delivery of healthcare, education and
infrastructure, with some federal support. State gov-
ernments are already running their own employment
services programs, which the federal government’s
own Employment Services Review has conceded are
more effective than the federal program.

The CPSU campaign looks to target influential
government MPs, including Employment Minister
Tony Burke, Assistant Employment Minister Andrew
Leigh and Julian Hill, chair of the Select Committee
on Workforce Australia Employment Services, which
recommended a public employment services model in
2023. The federal government is receptive to the idea
of public employment services. Having the capacity
to deliver them is another matter. &

Stuck in traffic:
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7 million Aussies miss out

New Climate Council analysis
has found more than 7 mil-
lion Australians living in our
five biggest cities don’t have
access to frequent, convenient
and reliable public transport
options, leaving them stuck
using polluting and expensive
cars for most of their trips.
This is a huge barrier that
stops Australians choosing
to use public transport more
often, a form of transport
that could slash costs of liv-
ing and climate pollution at
the same time.

The minimum level of public
transport service required to get
people out of cars runs every 15
minutes between 7am-7pm and
within 800 metres of homes. The
Climate Council’s new report, ‘Next
Stop Suburbia: Making Shared
Transport Work for Everyone in
Aussie Cities,” reveals only about
half of those living in Sydney,
Melbourne, Brisbane, Adelaide,
and Perth have access to this level
of service.

Climate Council Head of Policy

and Advocacy, Dr Jennifer Rayner,
said: “Nobody likes getting stuck in
traffic, but that’s where our trans-
port options have us stranded.
Convenient, frequent and reliable
transport empowers Aussies travel-
ling anywhere in our cities, at any
time of the day, to simply ‘turn up
and go’ from point A to B.

“We have a big opportunity to
improve our cities by giving more
Australians the chance to use shared
and active transport to travel to
work, get to school, go to the doctor
and visit loved ones.

“More shared and active trans-
port is a win-win for millions of
people who live in our biggest cities
that slashes climate pollution from
transport, cuts the cost of living,
makes our streets safer and less
congested, and cleans up our air.

“Shared and active transport
should be at the centre of the
Federal Government’s upcoming
Transport and Infrastructure Net
Zero Roadmap plan. That includes
setting targets for increased use of
shared and active transport in our
big cities, and new investment in the

services and infrastructure which
enable cheaper, cleaner ways of
moving around.”

Climate Council member and
public health physician, Dr Kate
Charlesworth, said: “I want to be
able to walk my child to school
without worrying about harmful
air pollution entering our lungs.

“Particulate pollution from cars
has adverse effects on our hearts
and lungs, on pregnant women and
children. It’s also estimated to be
responsible for more than 11,000
premature deaths in Australian
adults — ten times more than the
national road toll. We can prevent
these harms by delivering better
shared and active transport options
so more people can leave their cars
at home.

“We have everything we need
right now to make our transport
system cleaner and better. For the
sake of our health, governments
should step up investment that
helps more Australians in our big
cities use shared and active trans-
port more often.”

Climate Council &

Support the Guardian
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In 1950 when the US war in Korea was only one month
old, US News & World Report happily told its business
readers “It's really a made-to-order situation to keep busi-
ness at a high level.

“The Korean outbreak lays to rest the ghost of a depres-
sion that has been haunting business in the US since the
end of World War Il. Outlook is for an extended boom.”

In February, 1950, before the war began, the same jour-
nal advised: “Armaments always can be pushed if private
[business] activity slows. War scares are easy to create,
are nearly always sure-fire producers of money for more
and more arms.”

But of course, even then, they were talking big money.
United Press reported in June 1951 that “ten large [US]
corporations got more than one-fourth of all the govern-
ment’s multi-billion-dollar defence business during the
first nine months of the Korean war”.

So lucrative was the war business, that the Korean War
had scarcely begun before US imperialism was becoming
agitated lest do-gooders and peace-lovers bring it to an
untimely end. “Sudden peace could work havoc with busi-
ness,” said the New York Times in May 1951.

The big corporations saw little joy in the peace-time
economy.

Then their worst fears were realised: a ceasefire was
proposed in Korea. The National City Bank of New York
commented, in its Monthly Letter of August 1951: “The
Korea ceasefire proposals, coming at a time when busi-
ness in many lines was already experiencing indigestion,
have intensified the feelings of uncertainty that have been
spreading throughout the community.”

The ceasefire was successfully held at bay for another
two years, while profits continued to mount. In fact, as
US News & World Report noted: “Armament is a vast and
permanent new business that will transform the business
outlook of this country.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Capitalism does not work.
The figures of the economists and politicians are now
revealing what millions of workers and farmers already
know — Australia’s economy is in recession. Living stand-
ards go down, the government talks about belt-tightening,
services and welfare payments are cut. Workers are
thrown out of their jobs, and employers proclaim that
they cannot afford any wage increases, cutting wag-
es by intimidating remaining employees to work unpaid
overtime. Companies go into receivership, thieving the
workers’ entitlements.

It is a crisis of overproduction, inevitable in a capital-
ist society. Workers produce too many commodities that
cannot be sold. Shops bulge with products, but workers
do not have the money to buy them. Investment stops as
unsold goods pile up. Overall, the economy is unplanned.
No manufacturer knows what will be needed in one year’s
time so when too much has been produced they sack
workers.

This boom and bust cycle has continued during the whole
existence of capitalism. Just so long as there is private
ownership of the means of production and of the com-
modities for profit, the cycle will continue. This is the
madness and criminality of the capitalist system.
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Can green hydrogen
replace coal?

Graham Holton

Global steel manufacture is the world’s most
polluting industry, producing 9 per cent of the
world’s carbon dioxide emissions. In 2020
global steel production was 1.8 billion tonnes,
which is predicted to double by 2050. Steel
production requires coking coal to be burnt
in a blast furnace to ‘reduce’ iron ore to metal-
lic iron. Each year 1.35 billion tonnes of steel
are produced, with an additional 0.45 billion
tonnes produced from recycled steel. Each
tonne of steel requires 0.77 tonnes of coal.

To decarbonise steel making the two most prom-
ising low-carbon technologies are molten oxide elec-
trolysis (MOE) and hydrogen direct reduction (HDR).
Currently, neither of these options are commercially
available at scale. Both HDR and MOE use electric-
ity instead of coking coal as the main energy input,
giving a very different cost structure and exposure
to different energy markets. Both technologies are
competitive with prevailing blast furnace reduction
if electricity prices are less than US$30 per MWh,
which renewable power assets are already attaining.

A small quantity of steel is made using the ‘direct
reduction’ process, in which hydrogen and carbon
monoxide gases are made from methane to ‘reduce’
iron ore to metal. Experiments in Sweden show that
direct reduction using hydrogen is more energy efficient
than coal, as it only requires 3.00 MWh. However,
this does not take into account the renewable energy
used to produce the hydrogen in the electrolyser,
which makes the total electrical energy required 4.50
MWh per tonne of steel. Therefore, the amount of
electricity required is 1,350 million tonnes times 4.50
MWh giving 6,075 TWh, which would reduce global
electricity consumption for steel to a quarter rather
than a third of total consumption. Making steel this
way would need 122 million tonnes of hydrogen, 50
per cent more than current world production. This
method requires 650 gigawatts of renewable electric-
ity, compared to the less than 1 gigawatt presently
produced globally.

Clean hydrogen can replace coal in steel produc-
tion, assuming the electricity is made using renewable
sources such as wind farms or solar panels. If green
hydrogen relied on onshore wind turbines, which have
an efficiency of 40 per cent, it would mean the world
needed a further 1,650 gigawatts of power, two and
a half times the present wind power generated glo-
bally, with little currently used for steel manufacture.
A tonne of steel requires 90 kg of hydrogen with an
energy value of 3.00 MWh.

These are all large numbers, but that doesn’t mean

Photo: pixabay.com (CCO)

it’s not doable. A major transition is required for green
hydrogen to replace coal, with corporations seek-
ing massive government subsidies. The electrolyser
manufacturing industry will need to expand by several
orders of magnitude. The steel industry will need to
invest billions in new plants that use green energy.
Driven by private and public sector commitments,
the cost of green hydrogen will decline as demand
rises and pricing becomes more competitive with coal.

Nearly all hydrogen currently consumed globally
is ‘grey hydrogen,” produced from coal and gas, but
still with less carbon emissions than coking coal.
Currently grey is the cheapest hydrogen produced. It
emits 830 million tonnes of carbon dioxide per year.
To reach net zero CO2 emissions the steel industry
must convert to green hydrogen.

In the United States and the European Union,
switching to hydrogen-based steel production would
reduce CO2 emissions by 20 per cent and 40 per cent
respectively.

Australia is the world’s second largest exporter of
thermal coal. In 2021, coal accounted for 64 per cent
of Australia’s energy production. To convert from
coal to clean energy, federal and state governments
are wanting Australia to become a major hydrogen
gas producer in the world. As part of the national
commitment to the Paris Agreement, the Australian
Labor Party’s coal policy is to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions by 43 per cent by 2030, from 2005 emis-
sions, and reach net zero by 2050. Thermal coal is a
major source of carbon dioxide emissions, with coal
responsible for 41 per cent (164 million tonnes) of
Australia’s emissions, not counting methane.

The Queensland Energy and Jobs Plan aims
for 80 per cent renewable energy by 2035, with the
Gladstone Electrolyser Facility being turned into Aus-
tralia’s hydrogen capital. To do this Qld will need to
build 22 gigawatts of new wind and solar generation.
A 50-megawatt green hydrogen production facility is
being built to make electrolysers for local and export
markets. The facility will produce 200,000 tonnes of
green hydrogen a year. The Qld government is posi-
tioning itself to be a major player internationally in
the green hydrogen industry to satisfy the growing
international demand for green hydrogen to lower
emissions by 2035.

For countries to reach the 2035 carbon emissions
targets they MUST drop coking coal. This means new
plants will need to be set up using green hydrogen.
Australian banks are no longer lending to coal com-
panies, so governments which encourage coal mining
run the risk of owning ‘stranded assets,” coal mines
that nobody wants. Don’t buy coking coal shares! &

WWW.Cpa.org.au
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Realistic, yes. Easy, no
Peter Farmer

Hiroshima Day will be with us soon, on 6 August. Next
year will be the 80th anniversary of the first military
use of an atomic bomb. 1945 is a long time ago, but
the effects are still with us. They include the insane
amounts of money spent by governments on nuclear
weapons, the damage from tests of those weapons,
including in Australia, and still the survivors.

Recently, the Japan Confederation of A and H-bomb
Sufferers organisations met with parliamentarians from
the Japanese Communist Party. The survivors, known
in Japan as Hibakusha, gave the JCP Chair a written
request demanding that state compensation be pro-
vided for A-bomb damages and that a world without
nuclear weapons be realised.

There is a law that governs aid to the Hibakusha, but
it doesn’'t cover the families and orphans of the bomb-
ings. The confederation wants a new law established
to compensate all the Hibakusha.

The JCP chair, Tamura Tomoko praised the survivors
and said that they have been “devoting all their energy
to achieving the abolition of nuclear weapons.”

It's understandable that the Hibakusha would want
a world without nuclear bombs, also that their fel-
low Japanese would support peace, but is it realistic?
Should the rest of us care?

The answer to both questions is ‘yes.’ It’s realistic to
work towards ending the use of nuclear weapons.
That’s not the same as saying it's easy to end them.
There is a lot of money invested in nukes; a lot of pow-
er and influence. For the USA, nuclear supremacy
is essential to maintaining their hegemony, and at the
moment, it would be political suicide for a would be US
President to discuss giving up nuclear weapons. The
US has even refused to rule out first use of nukes in a
conflict.

For other countries, nuclear weapons play a role in
local politics. In the UK, there is an absurd ritual in
which conservative newspapers demand that prospec-
tive Prime Ministers, especially if they are in the Labour
Party, declare clearly that they will use the country’s
‘nuclear deterrent’ if they have to. Sure enough, Sir Keir
Starmer, Britain’s new Labour PM, made it clear that he
would be prepared to use nuclear weapons to “defend
the UK”. The ritual didn’t require Starmer to spell out
how using nuclear missiles would defend Britain, or
who from. Starmer added that “security will always
come first,” again without having to spell out how having
nuclear missiles would improve the country’s security.

This column doesn't have space to go into other
nations’ reasons for hanging on to weapons that could
make the planet uninhabitable.

Abolishing nukes isn’t something that will happen over-
night, but a good start would be making sure Australia
doesn’t get any. A good step towards that would be
campaigning against the AUKUS treaty, under which
we will have nuclear-powered submarines.

Australia has signed up to both the 1968 Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty and the 1986 Rarotonga Treaty.
Despite assurances from the Albanese government
Australia has not signed and ratified the Treaty on the
Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW).
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Richard Titelius

As Israel continues its attacks
on the people of Palestine in
both Gaza and the West Bank,
it was timely to commemorate
World Refugee Day. In Perth,
Friends of Palestine WA,
organised a rally and march.

The first speaker was Michael
van Koesveld, Chairperson of the
Centre for Asylum Seekers, Refu-
gees and Detainees (CARAD) in
WA. Koesveld said there were 100
million displaced persons world-
wide in several countries includ-
ing Iraq, Ukraine, Syria, Jordan,
Burma, and Palestine. The refu-
gee problem for Palestine started
in 1948 when the Zionist State of
Israel was created. This ongoing
war by Israel has created the largest
group of refugees in our lifetime,
and with little immediate hope of
return — though symbolically they
were given that Right of Return by
the UN as early as December 1948.
Many Palestinians have been living
in permanent tent camps.

Since 7 October 2023, more
than 100,000 refugees have been

World Refugee Day

Free Palestine, Borloo/Perth 22 June

created by the actions of the Israeli
government and their defence
forces. Israel obstructs attempts
by Palestinians to seek asylum, and
shows little regard for the plight
of Palestinian refugees. It even
attacks the compounds in which
they seek shelter.

The next speaker was Suha Ali,
another speaker from the Centre
for Asylum Seekers, Refugees and
Detainees (CARAD) who said that
Palestinians who have been allowed
into the country on Temporary
Visas are not allowed to work or
have access to Medicare. For many
refugees CARAD has become the
organisation of last resort. Suha
said this process of demonising
refugees and asylum seekers is done
through the corporate media who
often do not report the real horrors
of the various wars, or our capitalist
nation’s role in those wars.

There are mass graves at hos-
pitals in Gaza but to find out what
is really happening said Suha, she
has had to go to foreign media such
as Al Jazeera. Suha spoke of the
ease with which 11,500 Ukrain-
ian refugees were granted visas

which allowed them the ability to
access Medicare and free English
classes. Suha, a Hazara refugee
who arrived from Afghanistan in
2011, said she knows what it is like
to be a refugee. Like most refugees
coming to Australia she seeks to
contribute to the country which
has offered her a home. Once the

rally had finished the 400 protest-
ers marched around Northbridge
with their banners and placards and
loudly proclaimed their support
for Palestine and condemnation
of the Israeli, US and Australian
governments for perpetuating this
war and causing the suffering of the
Palestinian people.

Guardian

The Communist Party of Aus-
tralia condemns the Israeli gov-
ernment for its war against the
Palestinian people which amounts
to a genocide, and the actions of the
US government and other govern-
ments around the world which give
military and other material support
to Israel. @&

Graham Holton

As part of its 2024-25 budget
Queensland Labor Premier
Stephen Miles announced
subsidies to households tell-
ing the electorate that Labor
recognised the hardship from
cost-of-living increases, infla-
tion and interest rates.

The government is providing
an estimated record $11.2 billion
in concessions to Queensland
families and businesses. This will
provide $3 billion in electricity bill
rebates, public transport fares of
$0.50 a ride, assistance for children
in FairPlay vouchers, lower motor
vehicle registration, support for
first home buyers, an increase to
40,000 FairPlay vouchers, school
and community food relief pro-
gram, and food, emergency and

Coal royalties pay for
Queensland government largesse

financial relief measures for the
vulnerable. This assistance is for
this financial year only.

In numerous advertisements
the government announced it can
only do this because of royalties
received from the state’s important
coal industries. Advertisements tell
taxpayers that “coal royalties are
helping to tackle the cost of living
to support Queensland families
and businesses.” The money is
welcome but there is no surprise
at the politics behind this largesse.
Queensland goes to the polls in
November this year.

Miles announced: “From today,
every Queensland household will
start to see $1300 credit applied
to their electricity bills, plus $372
more for registered seniors and
concession card holders. This is my
reminder to check your bill for the

LATIN NIGHT

FREMANTLE PARK CLUB
36 ELLEN STREET, FREMANTLE
BAR OPENS 5:30PM (st o oy
MEALS FROM 5:30PM TO 7:30PM

MUSIC FROM T7:30PM
GEMER 5

MEMBE

extra credit. In the last few weeks
I've heard from lots of parents that
$200 FairPlay vouchers are going
to be a huge help, so it’s fantastic to
see that more than 40,000 vouch-
ers have been claimed.”

As part of this package, all
Queensland households will
receive $1,300 off their electric-
ity bills, consisting of an upfront
$1,000 Cost of Living Rebate from
the Queensland government and
a $300 rebate paid in quarterly
instalments from the Australian
government. Vulnerable house-
holds will receive a Electricity
Rebate of $1,672. Nearly 205,000
small businesses will receive a
$650 electricity credit. The freeze
to motor vehicle registration will
cost $281.8 million over 4 years.
The School and Community Food
Relief Program is costing $15 mil-
lion and will provide children food
relief from. An additional $3.3
million over 2 years for OzHar-
vest and SecondBite will provide
food relief. A doubling of funding
to Queensland Meals on Wheels,

will cost $1.2 million over 4 years.
Eligibility for first home concession
will be extended to homes with a
value up to $800,000 and a first
home vacant land concession is
provided. Additional funding of
$160 million will go on disability
reforms. Kindergartens were free
from January 2024.

On 23 May 2024 the Miles
Labor government introduced new
legislation to keep progressive coal
royalties in the hands of Queens-
land taxpayers. Deputy Premier,
Treasurer and Minister for Trade
and Investment Cameron Dick
introduced the Progressive Coal
Royalties Protection (Keep Them
in the Bank) Bill on 23 May 2024.
The additional revenue raised has
allowed the government to invest
more than $16 billion in critical
economic and social infrastructure
and essential services across all
regions of the state. This largesse
is dependent on the SuperTax on
coal which depends on overseas
coal prices If prices of coal falls,
so does the supertax.

Despite the mining industry’s
scare campaign that a Supertax
would drive out investment, the
opposite is true, with investments
in the coal industry increasing. The
Whitehaven Coal’s Winchester
South coal mine opened this year
despite opposition from Green
groups. Although the LNP’s policy
platform makes no mention of
reversing the SuperTax, Labor
says that if the opposition gets in
after the upcoming election, they
will want to give tax cuts to coal
companies and not monies to the
poor. While taking royalties, the
Queensland budget has also allo-
cated $520 million in subsidies
over six years to “drive emissions
reductions in the state’s highest
emitting metallurgical coal mines.”
The increase in coal royalties to
fund social services may not be
enough to win Queensland Labor,
with its history of blunders, another
election. @&

ASU Ansett workers to
take industrial action

Australian Services Union (ASU) members at
Ansett Aviation Training (AAT) have voted to
take protected industrial action.

AAT members play a vital role in the aviation
industry maintaining incredibly complex and impor-
tant simulators 24/7, 363 days a year. This ensures
pilots maintain their training hours when they need
it and are compliant with CASA regulations.

Members at Ansett have been doing battle with
their employer since 2016 for a new Enterprise Bar-
gaining Agreement (EBA) and have since fallen con-
siderably behind on wages as compared with other

technicians in the industry.

This year, ASU members have had to drag man-

for its workers.

their heels.

cent of technicians to sign a majority support petition.
Even then, Ansett still refuses to come to the table
with a genuine pay offer and fair leave provisions

Despite the company having the backing of the
international giant Bain Capital, raking in big profits,
and having the cash to splash around on international
trips to Milan for the bosses, they continue to drag

No more delays, no more excuses, no more double
standards. Ansett should have come to the table with
a fair and reasonable offer long ago, but members

will continue to drag them to the table if they must.

agement to the bargaining table by getting 100 per

Australian Services Union &
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closure of two prisons

recognition of state violence
towards Aboriginal people

Victorian Aboriginal Legal
Service (VALS) has welcomed
the announcement of the
closure of Port Phillip and
Dhurringile prisons, saying
that prisons represent sites
of significant harm and suf-
fering for Aboriginal people.
Prisons do not rehabilitate
people and they do not make
communities safer.

VALS contends that the two
sites should be recommissioned
and decolonised, the Victorian gov-
ernment should support Aboriginal
communities to self-determine
how these sites should be trans-
formed into places that support
community members involved
in the criminal legal system.
Instead of being sites associated
with suffering and harm, they
should provide supports that are
trauma-informed with therapeutic
interventions that focus on healing
mob, and healing Country.

It is significant that this
announcement comes with no
new prisons being built, as the
current correctional infrastructure
available is enough to house the
numbers of people in prison. The
Western Plains Prison, which has
sat empty since it was built in 2022,
will house those who are currently
incarcerated in the privately run
Port Phillip Prison.

VALS hopes that the transition
of those currently incarcerated in
Port Phillip Prison to a publicly run
facility will result in safer conditions
including access to adequate and
culturally appropriate healthcare.
Healthcare for Aboriginal and/or
Torres Strait Islander people in
Western Plains Prison should be
delivered by Aboriginal Community

Abolish The Monarchy Melbourne/Naarm Rally September 2022. Photo: Matt Hrkac —flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Controlled Heath Organisations
(ACCHOs), and should include
holistic cultural support programs,
as recommended in the Cultural
Review of the Adult Custodial Cor-
rections Systems.

Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait
Islander people are the most incar-
cerated people on earth. There is
an Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait
Islander death in custody once every
three weeks in Australia. Despite
representing less than 2 per cent of
the Victorian population, Aboriginal
people represent approximately 20
per cent of the people in Port Phillip
and Dhurringile Prisons.

The closure of these two prisons
is a strong acknowledgment of the
recommendations from Aboriginal
community organisations, includ-
ing VALS, the Aboriginal Justice
Caucus, and the Yoorrook Justice
Commission. The decision also
reflects the concerns raised by the
Cultural Review of the Adult Cus-
todial Corrections System.

VALS continues to call on the
Victorian Government to commit
to moving towards a zero prison
population, arguing that prisons
are inherently violent and corrupt
places.

VALS is encouraging the Allan

Labor Government to establish an
independent detention oversight
body so that the well-documented
failures of Port Phillip and Dhur-
ringile Prisons are not simply
transferred to Western Plains.
The legal service has said that it is
open to working with government
to ensure that the implementation
of the Optional Protocol to the Con-
vention Against Torture (OPCAT),
a treaty designed to stop places
of detention becoming places of
torture, is done adequately, with
the expertise of VALS’ Wirraway
Prison and Police Accountability
Practice and informed by the many

coronial inquest findings for Abo-
riginal people.

Nerita Waight, VALS CEO has
said that closing the prisons is “the
right call”, but added that the clo-
sure “needs to be backed up with
investment in Aboriginal-led, self-
determined early intervention and
community-based supports that
rehabilitate and heal.”

She added that “Privately run,
profit-driven prisons are extremely
unsafe places for our people. A
prison sentence shouldn’t be a death
sentence, and our peoples’ lives
are not something to profit from.”
Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service @&

NAIDOC week, 2024

Standing for National Aboriginal and
Islander Day Observance Committee,
NAIDOC week celebrates the history, cul-
ture, and achievements of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander peoples in Australia.

The Communist Party of Australia, the first
political party in this country to stand with Indig-
enous people in their struggle for land rights,
celebrates NAIDOC week. The theme for NAIDOC
this year is ‘Keep the Fire Burning! Blak, Loud

and Proud’.

Aunty Muriel Bamblett, a proud Yorta Yorta/
Dja Dja Wurrung woman, was honoured with the
Person of the Year award in the 2024 National
NAIDOC Week Awards celebrating First Nations
excellence. Muriel Bamblett is an Adjunct Pro-
fessor, in the School of Social Work and Social
Policy La Trobe University and the CEO of Vic-
torian Aboriginal Child and Community Agency
(VACCA). Muriel is driven by the desire to give
children in out-of-home care a connection to cul-
ture — “they have their Aboriginality, they have
a genealogy, and they feel a connection to land.

Other NAIDOC awards included Caring for
Country and Culture, which went to Alick Tipoti,
a fluent Kala Lagaw Ya language speaker, who
has significantly revived the art of mask-making
in the Torres Strait. He aims to have a book out
promoting his language next year. Tiwi Islander
descendant Dante Rodrigues who was Youth of
the Year. Dante was the first Aboriginal kickboxer
to represent Australia at an Olympic level, and
runs health and wellbeing programs for youth in

the Northern Territory.

The full list of awards and winners can be found at

www.naidoc.org.au @

Aunty Muriel Bamblett
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Warranku Ninti
Festival

Asad Khan and Cassie Ariuu

The Shire of East Pilbara
worked with the First Nations
Martumili Artists to offer a
spectacular light and sound
show at the Warrarnku Ninti
Festival, held in the city of
Newman, approximately 1280
kms away from Perth.

The artists and their families
are the traditional custodians of
vast stretches of the Great Sandy,
Little Sandy and Gibson Deserts
as well as the Karlamilyi (Rudall
River) area.

Anthony Middleton, Shire Pres-
ident, said the light and sound show
was to be a display of local talent
and creativity, which deserves to be
widely honoured and celebrated.

“We are very proud of the
artists and their contribution to
culture and history in the East
Pilbara Shire.

“The exhibition also features
weaving workshops facilitated by
Martu artist Kathleen Sorensen, so
I encourage every resident to get
along to what will be an outstand-
ing event and a celebration of the
diversity of artistic talent we hold
in this local community.”

Nicole O’Neill, Director of Com-
munity Experience for the Shire of
East Pilbara, said it was all for the
community and there are more
plans for the NAIDOC.

“You can also see their work
come to life.”

Sylvia Wilson, an Indigenous
artist who also works at the Martu-
mili, said she is happy to be working
to be working at the festival.

“Working here, it’s just amaz-
ing and I didn’t need to really think
every day where I'm working and
in my dream job,” she said.
Ngaarda Media &
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Cobalt, lithium, and coltan:
these are the minerals needed
to advance the Fourth Indus-
trial Revolution. The Demo-
cratic Republic of the Congo
(DRC) accounts for around 71
per cent of the total produc-
tion of cobalt in the world and
35 per cent of its coltan.

As long as these minerals exist
in the Congo, there will be forces
seeking to destabilise the country.
The minerals are not the source of
the problem: capitalism is. What is
the difference between Norway, for
instance — a resource-rich country
with lucrative oil reserves — and the
DRC? The DRC has been placed
low down on the capitalist chain of
production, its resources exploited
while violence is allowed to continue
unfettered.

While the DRC is one of the
richest countries in the world
in terms of resources, it has one
of the poorest populations. The
UN Environmental Programme
(UNEP) estimates that the DRC
has untapped mineral reserves
worth US$24 trillion as well as
half of Africa’s water resources,
half of Africa’s forest cover, and
80 million hectares of arable land
that have the capacity to feed the
entire continent.

In 2022, two metals — copper
and cobalt — were exported for a

International

Congolese fight for
their own wealth

combined total of US$25 billion,
equal to over a third of the Congo’s
GDP that year.

Despite this enormous natural
resource wealth, the people of the
DRC struggle to survive. In the
same year, the World Bank found
that around 74.6 per cent of the
DRC’s population lives on less than
US$2.15 a day, and about one in six
Congolese live in extreme poverty.

The gap between the country’s
national wealth and the extreme
poverty experienced by the major-
ity is stunning.

This means that the people
of the Congo also face hunger
and inadequate access to decent
basic infrastructure, conditions
that are linked to a long history of
exploitation and a lack of effective
governance. Congolese women
in particular face more adversity
due to rampant sexism, the use of
gender-based violence in armed
conflicts, and poor social services.
For instance, they suffer from
steep maternal mortality rates that
are nearly three times the global
average.

Though women fully partici-
pated in public life in pre-colonial
times, they have become utterly
excluded and oppressed in the
post-colonial period.

This situation cannot be blamed
solely on the ongoing conflicts

Guardian

The poverty and isolation of Walikale, in the eastern regions of the DRC, stand in stark contrast to its mineral
wealth. Photo: Enough Project/Laura Heaton — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0 )

in the country, which have been
responsible for the death of over
six million people since 1996.
These conflicts, which involve a
range of actors, are a consequence
of significant wealth inequality. But
beneath the violence and institu-
tional attrition of the state appara-
tus lurks a more malign force, one
that has been active in the region for
almost two centuries. This force has

UK: Starmer urged to
cut support for Israel

TENS of thousands marched
through London on 6 July
delivering a resounding mes-
sage to the new government
that protests demanding jus-
tice for Palestine are here to
stay.

In the 16th national march since
October, demonstrators called for
an end to British diplomatic, legal,
and military support for Israel.

More than 38,000 people have
been killed by Israel’s attacks on
Gaza, including 16,000 children.

Over 600 lawyers had already
warned the previous government
it risked violating international
law by continuing arms exports
facilitating Israel’s assault.

Jeremy Corbyn, re-elected as
an independent MP for Islington
North, was among those attending.

Speaking from the stage, Corbyn
told protesters: “Palestine was on
the ballot in this election — and I
promise to stay true to my word to
stand up for the Palestinian people.

“We said it to the Tories and
now we will say it to Labour: a gov-
ernment that sells arms to Israel is
a government that is complicit in
crimes against humanity.

“A change in government
doesn’t change the fact that the
people of Gaza are still being mur-
dered in their sleep.”

Corbyn urged Labour to reflect
on its total vote being lower than
in the previous two general elec-
tions, saying he would wager votes
were “lost in large measure” due
to candidates failing to speak out
about Gaza.

Four other Labour strongholds
were lost at the election to inde-
pendents who were vocal about
Palestine.

Among them was Igbal Moham-
ed, now the Independent MP for
Dewsbury and Batley, who ousted
his Labour challenger.

Joining the stage, he said: “Our
democracy has been hijacked by the
corrupt, racist, pro-war, apartheid,
genocide-supporting elite, and
Dewsbury and Batley have spoken.

“We have taken our democracy
back and we will do the same across
the United Kingdom.”

British-Palestinian independ-
ent candidate Leanne Mohamad
lost narrowly in Ilford North by
528 votes to Health Secretary Wes
Streeting, who has received nearly
£30,000 from lobby group Labour
Friends of Israel.

Speaking at the rally, she said:
“He had all the money. He had all
the party machinery behind him.

“We built a people-powered
movement from the ground up and
we brought people together.

“Gaza is a result of policies
and acceptance of the Tories and
Labour.

“They make money and sell
arms at the expense of the misery
of others. We will not let them get
away with it.”

More than 700 police officers
were deployed for the protest, with
three people being arrested on sus-
picion of breaching the draconian
Public Order Act.

The Labour Party has received
millions in funding from pro-Israel
lobbyists.

Sir Keir previously said Israel
had the “right” to cut off food and
water in violation of international
law and threatened to sack any
Labour MP who backed a par-
liamentary vote in support of a
ceasefire.

Hundreds turned out at weekly
protests across the north of the UK.

In Manchester, Palestine sup-
porters were joined by members
of the city’s Sudanese community
calling for an end to the civil war
in their country.

In Bradford, hundreds of people
welcomed Palestinian ambassador
Husam Zomlot, who spoke at the
city’s university as part of Bradford
Literature Festival.

Dr Zomlot was born in a refu-
gee camp in the city of Rafah, cur-
rently under attack by Israel, and
has lost several family members in
the Israeli onslaught.

Bradford University’s Great
Hall was packed to its 900 capacity
when he arrived.

Dr Zomlot said that from the
first week of the conflict in October
last year, 775 per cent of the British
people had wanted a ceasefire.

He added that if Prime Minister
Sir Keir Starmer wanted “change”
then the first thing he should do
was to act on what the people of
Britain wanted.

He said that as a “number one
priority,” the government should
recognise the state of Palestine, and
that the UK was 107 years late in
recognising the Palestinian state.

Dr Zomlot said: “We need
equality, and that brings freedom.

“Palestine is built on love. We
need our children to grow up loving
their country more than they hate
Israel.

“We need to do what happened
with apartheid South Africa. We
need to suck the oxygen out of its
occupation.”

Moming Star &

led to the pillaging of the land and
its resources for profit at any cost.

The DRC of today is haunted by
the transatlantic trade in humans
(from the fifteenth century to
the nineteenth century) and by
King Leopold II's colonisation
(1884—1908) and its continuation
by the Belgian state (1908-1960).
It is haunted by the sabotage of
the country’s sovereignty through
the assassination of its first demo-
cratically elected leader, Patrice
Lumumba (1925-1961), and by
the subordination of its elites to
the agendas of major multinational
mining companies. The wealth gap,
in other words, is easily explained,
but equally easily buried in the
morass of centuries of racist propa-
ganda and decades of resource
mismanagement.

The Congolese people have been
fighting against the theft of their
wealth not only since the 1958 for-
mation of the Mouvement National

Congolais (Congolese National
Movement or MNC) — which sought
freedom from Belgium and control
over the Congo’s extensive natu-
ral resources — but even earlier,
through working-class resistance
between the 1930s and 1950s. That
fight has not been easy, nor has it
succeeded. The DRC continues to
be dominated by exploitation and
oppression at the hands of a power-
ful Congolese oligarchy and multi-
national corporations that operate
with the permission of the former.

Furthermore, the country
suffers, on one hand, from wars
of aggression by its neighbours
Rwanda and Uganda, aided by
proxy militia groups, and, on the
other, from multilateral institutions
such as the World Bank and IMF
that enforce neoliberal policies as
a requirement for receiving loans.
Excerpt from thetricontinental.org
dossier The Congolese fight for their
own wealth’ &

[=

Melbourne

AUSTRALIA CUBA FRIENDSHIP SOCIETY

inviles yow lo join us on

Special Guest:

28" Fuly

* Dr Tanieris Dieguez
Cuban Ambassador to Australia

Screening of Cuban Documentary:

* Cuba’s Life Task:
Combatting Climate Change

Light Refreshments & Raffle

2.30pm - Sunday 28 July

Melbourne Unitarian Peace Memorial Church
110 Grey St East Melbourne

$15 Entry $10 Concession




Guardian

International

WEFTU statement
on the 2024
NATO summit

WFTU Secretariat, 4 July 2024

The World Federation of Trade Unions
(WFTU), representing more than 105 mil-
lion workers who work live, and struggle in
133 countries all over the world, strongly con-
demns the continuation of military interven-
tions and wars, the accelerated militarisation
of international relations and confrontational
rhetoric, the soaring of military expenditures,
as well as the NATO plans amid the escalat-
ing intra-imperialist confrontation. The 2024
NATO summit taking place in Washington D.C.
on 9-11 July 2024, constitutes one more step
toward the intensification of NATQO’s aggres-
sive imperialist plans, interventions, and wars.

NATO has already announced an increase of its
military budget for 2024 by 12 per cent to 2.03 billion
euros and its civil budget by 18.2 per cent to 438.1
million euros, increasing even more the operating
capacity of NATO Command Structure headquarters,
missions, and operations around the world.

This year’s figures confirm the continuation of
an at least 10 years-long course of moving towards a
“war economy” for the member states of NATO, with
NATO’s Secretary General emphasising that “burden
sharing is improving within NATO” while military
spending is up 18 per cent across European Allies and
Canada in 2024, and 23 member states will spend at
least 2 per cent of GDP in military spending this year.

The international class-oriented trade union move-
ment unequivocally condemns the war plans of the
imperialists and strongly opposes the uninterrupted
increase of the NATO budget which sharpens the
confrontation even more, and deepens the prepara-
tions and the risk for a generalised imperialist conflict

with disastrous consequences for the popular strata
and the ordinary people who always pay the cost of
the imperialist antagonism.

NATO’s history demonstrates nothing but inter-
ventions, wars, juntas, refugees, starvation, destruc-
tion, and death. In addition, the continued soaring
in military spending constitutes a provocation for
the people who constantly see their living standards
affected due to generalised price rises, inflation, and
long-term austerity policies.

The militant class-oriented trade union movement
intensifies the struggle against imperialist wars and
the system that creates them. The WFTU fights for the
dissolution of NATO which constitutes an aggressive
war machine in service of the imperialist interests of
its member states, aiming to maintain, and expand if
possible, the existing favorable correlation of forces for
the NATO countries in order to safeguard the profits
of their monopolies.

Simultaneously we reiterate our firm demand for
the immediate dissolution of all military coalitions, the
complete abolition of nuclear weapons, an immediate
end to all imperialist armed conflicts, and full respect
for the sovereignty, independence, and right of every
people to freely choose their present and future. We
denounce the exclusions, discriminations, embargoes,
and sanctions imposed by the US, NATO, and the EU
against various countries, negatively impacting the
standard of living of low-income families, workers,
poor small farmers, and popular strata in general.

The WFTU calls upon workers all over the globe,
the militant trade unions to join the ranks and the
struggles of the international class-oriented trade
union movement for lasting peace, for a world free
of imperialist interventions and exploitation. &

Gaza death toll
‘up to 186,000’

15July204  ©

Haru Kaipam

In an article titled ‘Counting
the dead in Gaza: difficult
but essential,’ respected Brit-
ish medical journal The Lan-
cet has had a careful look at
casualty figures in Gaza and
has estimated that “it is not
implausible to estimate that
up to 186,000 or even more
deaths could be attributable to
the current conflict in Gaza.”

This figure is arrived at by care-
fully looking at estimates of damage
to buildings and the likelihood of
bodies being buried in the rubble,
numbers of missing persons, and
the “indirect health implications”
of the conflict. Even if the attack
ended immediately, The Lancet
points out that there will be a lot of
“indirect deaths” from shortage of
food and different kinds of disease.
The destruction of health-care
infrastructure, shortages of food,

water and shelter, and the loss of
funding to UNRWA all contribute.
The Lancet article says it is
being conservative in estimating
that there will be four indirect
deaths from the conflict for every
direct death.
‘Counting the dead in Gaza: difficult
but essential’ can be found at

a

thelancet.com @

What is ... ? ‘bourgeoisie’

“I’'m getting a bit bougie” (from someone buying nice
furniture). “It’s all very bourgeois” (when people talk
about house prices). “I’ve joined the bourgeoisie” (per-
son who’s just bought a new car).

‘Bourgeois’ is often used to poke a derisory finger at those
affecting middle-class airs and graces. Almost anything can be
scoffed at as being ‘bourgeois.” For Marxists, words are impor-
tant. ‘Bourgeois’ and ‘bourgeoisie’ have specific meanings for

Marxists.

For Marx, the class struggle revolved around two irreconcil-
able classes with irreconcilable class interests — the bourgeoisie
and the proletariat. The bourgeoisie own the means of produc-
tion. The proletariat own nothing but their capacity to sell their
labour. There is a ruling class and a working class.

The bourgeoisie, or ruling class, also control the infrastructure
of the state. They control the media, and hence Marxists refer
to a bourgeois media. They maintain control through a politi-
cal process that we call bourgeois democracy. It, like everything
in the capitalist world, is based on class. Bourgeois democracy
ensures the rule of the bourgeoisie.

The ideology that informs the thinking of society is bourgeois
ideology, used to mould ideas, and to keep meddlesome thoughts
like getting rid of capitalism and establishing socialism at bay.

Bourgeois ideas are ruling class ideas. It’s a whole lot more
than quietly ridiculing someone’s choices of furniture, or table

settings at dinner parties.

k)

. Global Briefs

PORTUGAL: Andre Ventura, leader of the far-right party
Chega, has announced that he will join the Patriots for
Europe alliance in the European Parliament. Currently con-
sisting of Hungary’s ruling Fidesz party, the Freedom Party
of Austria, and the Czech Action of Dissatisfied Citizens
party, the alliance is united, according to Ventura, on oppos-
ing socialism, fighting against immigration, and what they
view as a high tax burden on the middle class. Ventura has
called the move an “historic opportunity” to create the sec-
ond largest group in European Parliament, which is set to
become the largest right-wing faction.

IRAN: Iranian officials have condemned Canada for having
“violated rights of Iranians” by refusing to allow access to
voting booths. Elections were called following the death of
President Ebrahim Raisi, with expatriates in countries such
as Germany, Iraq, the US, and the UK able to vote through
polling stations in embassies. Canadian authorities, how-
ever, refused permission for Iranian election facilities in
Canadian territories. Acting Minister of Foreign Affairs Ali
Bagheri Kani has stated that “only one country has acted
in violation of the rights of Iranians.” Kazem Gharibabadi,
Secretary of Iran’s High Council for Human Rights, said
that Canada’s severing of diplomatic relations with Iran has
left many Iranians without political representation, consu-
lar services, or the ability to vote. The refusal came shortly
after Canada designated Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard
Corps (IRGC) as a terrorist organisation. The election, held
on 28 June and 5 July, was won by Masoud Pezeshkian.

ETHIOPIA: A delegation of experts from the National
Institute of Hydraulic Resources (INRH) of Cuba has
toured hydraulic projects in Ethiopia. A meeting between
Cuban officials, Ethiopia’s National Meteorology Agency,
and African representatives of the World Meteorological
Organisation led to agreements to build the capacity of
the meteorological sector. Cuban officials also visited
the Ethiopian Institute of Water Technology to exchange
expertise. The INRH visit comes after a visit by Ethiopian
officials to Cuba last year, where agreements were made to
co-operate in the water sector. During a diplomatic meet-
ing in Havana between Cuban officials and the Ethiopian
ambassador, Cuba’s Minister of Foreign Affairs thanked
the Ethiopian government for its efforts in the UN and the
African Union to oppose the illegal US embargo, while also
recognising 49 years of strengthening ties between the two
countries.

USA: Wildfires in northern California have wiped out 3,500
hectares of land. Some 28,000 people have been put under
evacuation orders, mainly from Butte County. Additional
fire and law enforcement resources have been deployed
to tackle the Thompson Fire, which has triggered the dec-
laration of a state of emergency. Butte County officials
have stated they are offering residents free N-95 respira-
tor masks to deal with smoke and declining air quality. The
City of Oroville has also issued a temporary fireworks ban,
in particular due to fears of pyrotechnic celebrations for the
Fourth of July. Butte County has a history of wildfires, which
have intensified due to climate change.

DRC: Violence has escalated in the North Kivu province of
the Democratic Republic of Congo, as March 23 Movement
(M23) rebels have raided the Kanyabayonga heath centre
for medicines, lab equipment, and other valuables. UN and
local reports state that over 4 days, 150,000 people have
been displaced in Lubero territory. Fears of lynchings have
also increased, as groups critical of M23 fear retaliation,
and members of the DRC Armed Forces accused of col-
laboration with M23 or the Allied Democratic Forces (ADF)
have been targeted by local citizens. Two aid workers have
also been killed. Fear of violence has been compounded
by attacks from the ADF in June, which killed around 200
people.
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Al disapproval

Dear Editor,

I regret to say my letter is of a very
negative tone, but I think it’s justifia-
ble in the light of my extremely strong
disapproval regarding the last issue
of the Guardian (Issue #2106) using
Al art alongside an article.

AT art simply put in its current form is a
direct act of class warfare. Talented artists
exist not only within the CPA but in sur-
rounding local communities of our branches
for us to better utilize. The fact is AI art is
plagiaristic in nature. Nothing it generates is
original as it simply scans pictures of actual
art created by humans and re-renders them
alongside a practically infinite pool of other
art, essentially republishing existing work
free from copyright or commission fees.

The capitalist class is honing in on AT art
to simply make actual talented artists obso-
lete for no reason other than greed. Many
companies in media, news, and advertising
are already beginning to prioritise Al over
giving work to artists, the majority of whom
are of course struggling. Artists are essential
to any communist movement before, during,
and after revolution, bringing great visual
metaphors/awareness to explain sometimes
complicated Marxist concepts and showing

continual successful campaigns under a state
socialist system.

I feel as if I speak for a lot of younger
comrades, many of whom I already have had
this same conversation with already, that
is very tone-deaf for our own newspaper to
blatantly publish a direct tactic to keep a sec-
tion of the working class (the artists) down.

The party should instead focus on sup-
porting artists within or outside party when
possible in payment of a pittance or just
exposure, or simply use free stock images
or even no images at all rather than stoop
to the low that is AI art.

Che Janz,

CPA Sunshine Coast Branch President
Thank you for the letter Comrade. This is a new
issue for the Guardian, and we are considering
it. Certainly, we do not want to exploit any
workers, artistic or otherwise.
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Communist Party of Australia

Branch organisation: Turning a
group of varied individuals into an
effective political force

Recently the Communist Party’s Media
Collective updated a 20-year-old Party
pamphlet on branch organisation.

There are a number of Party publications in
the Resources section of the CPA website.

Comrades should explore, read and take to
the streets i.e. test them in practice.

cpa.org.au/2024-06-05-branch-organisation-web/

The Branch organisation pamphlet is one
of those essential tools for new and old
members.

The party branch plays a critical role

in the community or workplace. Itis a

link between CPA members and the
people. The branch identifies issues and
campaigns with others to find solutions.
The aim is always to build branches as
centres of political activity and this means
every member is an activist.

New and old members will find the
pamphlet very useful as it discusses the
role of the Party branch and its officers.

It talks about the basic roles of branch
secretaries, presidents or chairs, treasurers
and the education officers.

It discusses the basic tasks of branches
and branch members. In particular new
cadre and new branches will find the
material easy to read and helpful in the
development of their political work. The
aim is to organise activity among members
and as a collective for the transformation
of Australian society from capitalism into
socialism.

The pamphlet Branch Organisation also
gives guidance to cadre on how to further
develop the party among the working class.

| would highly recommend it for individual
study and collective discussion across all
party organlsatlons

2019 Edition

The Trade Unions: Communist
Theory and Practice of Trade
Unionism

by Lance Sharkey

This small book was written in 1942 by
Lance Sharkey, one of the Communist
Party of Australia’s longest-serving General
Secretaries. Reprinted in 2018, a lot of it
could have been written this year as the
theory and the practical issues it addresses
are still with us. With detailed reference

to Lenin, Sharkey goes through issues
such as strikes, and the role of unions in
achieving socialism, as well as the forces
that work to stop them.

But now we want the land back
by Hannah Middleton

Aboriginal people have lived in Australia
for at least 60,000 years; white people
for 220. This book, based on both
scholarship and personal experience gives
a Marxist analysis of Aboriginal society.
The balanced and cooperative nature of
Aboriginal traditional society, the brutal
and tragic story of white colonisation and
the growth of organised black resistance
to discrimination and exploitation are
analysed.

It ends with an assessment of the future for
the first Australians and an appeal for unity
in the struggle for Indigenous rights.

This book is essential reading for anyone
committed to justice and equality for the
Aboriginal people of Australia.

JACK

McPHILLIPS

COMMUNISTS
and the

TRADE
UNIONS

2022 edition

Communists and the Trade Unions
by Jack McPhillips

Something of a follow-up to Sharkey’s

book on trade unionism, Communists and
the Trade Unions was first published in
1981 and reprinted in 2022. It is important
because the working class is important.
The role of the party is to win the organised
working class to a class consciousness that
will challenge and defeat the rule of capital.

This book describes McPhillips as a
‘militant communist and trade unionist.’
The phrasing is important. The task of
communists in the unions is to lead the
workers in political struggle and not simply
to fight for economic gains, as important
as they are. McPhillips quotes the Soviet
writer, Lozovsky, who said, “unions which
do not struggle against the bourgeoisie
merely become weapons in its hands
against ... the working class.”

Former General-Secretary Peter Symon
wrote, in his introduction that “the task of
communists is to win the trade unions for
the socialist transformation of society.” It is
something that communists must always
remember. The CPA exists to transform
society.

Fighting for the Future
by Hannah Middleton

This is a powerful indictment of capitalism
and a clarion call for change. The world
that Hannah Middleton describes is a
broken one. Capitalism’s destruction of the
planet for profit is searingly exposed. The
link between militarisation and war and
climate catastrophe is splendidly drawn.

In the very few years since it was first
published, the crisis has deepened.
Middleton writes scathingly of a
government that commits $3.5 billion to
climate and $40 billion annually to the
military. That figure is ballooning to $100
billion a year.

The future is bleak, but this work offers
hope. It outlines a path to redress the

ills facing us all. The optimism lies in the
knowledge that capitalism can be defeated
and that a better socialist future can and
must be won. Fidel Castro is quoted. ‘Let
selfishness end. Let hegemonies end. Let
insensitivity, irresponsibility and deceit end.’

This work needs to be read and its
message acted upon.

These and other CPA publications, can be
found at cpa.org.au/shop/
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Venezuela quietly
diversifying and
growing

To fight US-led sanctions, the Socialist Party
has identified new ‘engines for growth.’

While international media concentrates on ignor-
ing or misrepresenting the true economic and social
effects of political sanctions by nations stealing its
wealth while promoting regime change, the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela has been — over time — quietly
achieving a veritable economic miracle.

Since 2018, the Nicolas Maduro administration
has decided that, already being home to 94 per cent
of South America’s energy reserves and also rich in
minerals like diamonds, and iron, it was strategically
necessary to wean the economy off its near-total
dependence on beleaguered energy exports.

To fight the deadly effects of US-led sanctions,
the ruling Venezuelan United Socialist Party (PSUV)
identified new ‘engines for growth’ that have, over the
past three years especially, progressively shown posi-
tive returns for each of the past 12 Quarters.

On 22 June, Vice President Delcy Rodriguez
reported that Venezuela’s Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) had increased by 7 per cent during the first
quarter of 2024. In a teleSUR podcast shared with the
news agency’s President Patricia Villegas, Rodriguez
explained the decision to find innovative ways to fight
“the criminal blockade” led to the decision that “the
path forward is diversification.”

This process featured “a Bolivarian economic
agenda with 18 productive engines, based on the great
wealth and potential of Venezuela.” Areas targeted
for special attention included oil, food, and medical
drug production, “and strengthening the nation’s
industrial platform.”

The diversification program is home-grown, but
also draws on the mutual experiences of Iran, Russia,
and China — friendly developing nations still surviv-
ing economic sanctions by USA, G-7 and European
Union (EU) member-states.

Six years later, the consistent progressive perform-
ance of Venezuela’s 18 growth engines has resulted in
a 7 per cent GDP growth from January to April, 2024
that also exceeded the expectations of the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund (IMF). In addition, the Q1 2024
performance outstripped that of Q1 2023, suggesting
similar or better prospects for the rest of this year.

Side-by-side with the improved economic per-
formance, Rodriguez said similar attention should be
paid to “the integral recovery of workers’ incomes, in
conjunction with the economic asphyxia of the nation’s
foreign income,” resulting in cumulative social and
economic pressures on the population.

Such positive economic performances don’t attract
the attention of traditional multinational media agen-
cies that prefer to stress the high numbers of Venezue-
lans being forced to flee the country by the worsening
effects of multiple Western sanctions.

Apart from China, Russia, and Iran, Venezuela
also has the neighbourly example of Cuba, which
has been facing US sanctions for 63 years and still
survives. Venezuela and Cuba have shared decades of
cooperation through the PetroCaribe energy security
initiative initiated under Presidents Fidel Castro and
Hugo Chéavez, to promote regional economic coopera-
tion and development across Latin America.

Venezuela and Cuba also initiated Operation
Milagro (Miracle Operation) that provided free eye
care to millions across the wider region. But in the

post Castro-Chévez era, the Bolivarian and Cuban
revolutions have together faced a series of coordinated
efforts by the usual Western suspects to harm their
external incomes from traditional sources like sugar,
tobacco, oil and gas.

PetroCaribe was targeted by the Trump adminis-
tration as early as 2018 and the Biden administration
has tightened the screws on both Cuba and Venezuela
since 2020, but Caribbean Community (CARICOM)
nations are today again interested in reviving it.

SANCTIONS BACKFIRE

Ukraine-related sanctions have backfired on the
USA, G-7, EU and NATO nations, resulting in domestic
energy crises that have forced the UK and others to
backtrack on earlier pledges to reduce drilling for oil
and to close down nuclear plants.

The Ukraine backlash also saw voters rebel against
many governments in the recent EU regional elec-
tions. Energy shortfalls and higher prices in the USA
have forced Washington to seek a conditional return
to Venezuela by US oil giant Chevron — while at the
same time dismantling Venezuela’s state-owned
CITGO petroleum corporation in the USA.

The UK and EU continue sitting on Venezuelan
gold assets in the Bank of England (earlier assigned
to Washington’s handpicked ‘alternative President’
Juan Guaido) and now seem ready to hand frozen
Russian assets in European banks to Ukraine, after
Iranian assets frozen in US banks were recently treated
in a similar manner.

Here too, Russia, Iran and Venezuela — and now
China — can cooperate better on how best to respond to
freezing of their assets by common economic enemies.
As it turned out, Rodriguez had also just signed three
such joint cooperation agreements between China and
Venezuela, during an international seminar on mutual
economic development and cooperation.

The agreements will share knowledge and coop-
eration in economic policies to promote sustainable
development between China and Venezuela, and
development of innovative strategies for the benefit
of both countries, taking into account their respective
experiences in each area. The two nations will also
develop technological innovation and a knowledge-
based economy with creativity and collaboration in
cutting-edge projects.

Another agreement is “for promotion and mutual
protection of investments that contemplate an invest-
ment regulatory framework for Chinese and Venezue-
lan companies ...”

Ironically, backfiring Western sanctions over
Ukraine have resulted, less-than two years later, in
Russia being recently designated the world’s fourth-
largest economy, thanks in large part to its trade
with Brazil, China, India, South Africa — its fellow
BRICS nations.

Currently, BRICS nations represent the majority
of people on Earth and control most of the world’s oil
and gas reserves, with Saudi Arabia, Iran, Venezuela
and other large oil producers also expected to join the
growing global alliance of developing nations later
this year in Russia. Cooperation against sanctions
will gain even wider partnerships, thanks to these
latest developments.
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How far have women come
Bev Hall

Looking back over sixty years, women have made some
progress, but we still have a long way to go. My activities
in the women’s movement began in earnest in 1975, the
International Year for Women. This led many of my gen-
eration into activities with WEL (Women’s Electoral Lobby),
UAW (Union of Australian Women), and WILPF (Women’s
International League for Peace and Freedom), along with
joining women’s groups in the ALP and the trade union
movement.

Many contentious issues were experienced by women in the
sixties and seventies. The education system was geared to
train female students to become good housewives and moth-
ers. The courses female students were encouraged to follow
in those years were commercial studies to become typists, or
domestic studies such as cooking and sewing. In a 50 years
celebration of my old high school, all of us former female stu-
dents had to see if the ‘practice flat’ was still there. That was
a pretend flat so we could learn how to look after a home.
It had become a computer room. In year 9 we had to study
‘Baby Welfare’ for a term to prepare us to become good
mothers. We were not aware then that if you had a baby out
of wedlock, that baby would be taken from you and put up for
adoption. This continued until 1972 and is still the case for
many Aboriginal women.

My ambition was to become an agricultural scientist. | spent
my pocket money on agricultural magazines from age 13,
thinking if | studied these It would help me to enter agricul-
tural courses. When | applied, | was told | couldn’t carry a
bag of wheat! Female students weren’t accepted until 6 years
after | was married. The first female students in this course,
achieved higher marks than the male students. After com-
pleting studies to become a primary school teacher, | was in
the first group who didn’t have to resign on marriage. Many of
us were told that education was a waste of time as we would
only marry and have children. If you educate a woman, you
educate a family. Under 21, women still had to have their
father’s permission to marry. In those years females were
expected to stay home and look after the house and the
family.

In the 1990s | was horrified to learn that single females had
great difficulty to gain loans, but if they had a husband then it
was much easier. Working for many years in early childhood
education as a director, my income was also considered too
low to qualify to borrow money. Childcare centre staff, were
in an even worse situation. Childcare salaries have been for
past 50 years the lowest in the workforce, and many of us
in the 1980s formed an organisation NACBACS (National
Association for Community Based Children’s Services) to
fight for better wages and conditions.

Traditionally female workforces have always been low paid
and with poorer conditions. We saw how the nursing pro-
fession improved when more males were involved but
we decided that we wanted to demonstrate that we could
achieve better conditions on our own as women.

Some of the issues such as the right to abortion, being able
to borrow money as women and support for childcare are
only beginning to be tackled in recent years. Equal pay is still
not available in many areas of work. Early childhood edu-
cation is seen as child minding, not needing educated and
skilled staff. The first five years of a child’s life is the most
crucial in their development, so the staff should be well quali-
fied, respected, and recognised for the highly important work
they are carrying out. The experiences of children in those
first five years will impact them for life. As women hold up half
the sky they need to be represented in all areas and in lead-
ership positions.
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William Briggs

The US-sponsored ‘Rim of the Pacif-
ic’ (RIMPAC) military exercises have
just begun. This show of naval force
is the world’s largest. Vice Admiral
John Wade, commander of the US 3rd
Fleet, and RIMPAC 2024 Combined
Task Force commander described the
month-long event as a contribution
to peace and stability. Following the
twisted, ‘newspeak’ logic he explained
that the purpose of the exercise is to
“build relationships, to enhance inter-
operability and proficiency and, ulti-
mately, contribute to the peace and
stability in the vitally-important Indo-
Pacific region.”

In what can only be seen as an action
designed to further raise international ten-
sion, Israel is a participant nation. Why Israel
is engaging in military exercises in the Pacific
Rim defies any logical answer. The Israeli
military have declined to make any comment
as to what its level of participation will be,
but it immediately drew the ire of many in
the region. In particular, there have been
strong representations to the government
of Malaysia to withdraw.

Twenty-nine nations have come together,
“in the name of enhancing peace.” Forty
naval ships, three submarines, land forces
from 14 countries and over 25,000 person-
nel are engaged. RIMPAC is staged every
two years. This is the first that has focused
on China as an ‘adversary.’

In happier days, until the Obama-led
Pivot to Asia set the course for open hostility,
China had taken part in these exercises. That
ended abruptly. Markus Garlauskas, direc-
tor of the Indo-Pacific Security Initiative at
the Atlantic Council outlined why China, in
the eyes of the US and its allies is the undis-
puted enemy. China has had the audacity
to develop defensive capabilities against a
threat from the USA. This, in Garlauskas’
view was evidence of Beijing ramping up “its
aggressive behaviour, building and militaris-
ing more artificial islands in international
waters, conducting aggressive manoeuvres
around Taiwan in recent months and pum-
melling Philippine ships with water cannons
in recent days.”

INTIMIDATION

According to officials, the month-long
exercise is designed in part to “send a strong
message” to China. To make that ‘message’
unambiguous, the US navy will be bring-
ing the decommissioned assault ship USS
Tarawa. This ship will be hit by missiles and
sunk, thereby testing US capacity to destroy
Chinese ships that are of comparable size and
capacity. The Tarawa is a 40,000-ton ship,
roughly equivalent to a Chinese amphibious
assault ship or aircraft carrier. The US Navy
knows what its missiles can do. Destroying
the Tarawa is not about finding out if a mis-
sile strike against a ship will be effective. It
is to be used as a display and as an attempt
at intimidation.

For their part, the Chinese have been
quick to point out that bullying and intimida-
tion was pointless. They also reminded the
US and the world that it was only a matter
of months ago that the two sides had been
speaking of de-escalation of tensions in the
region.

In an interview with Global Times,

International

Drive to war: RIMPAC 2024

Guardian

International ships participating in the 2018 RIMPAC exercise moor at Joint Base Pearl Harbor-Hickam, Hawaii.

Photo: US Navy, Arthurgwain L Marquez — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Chinese military analyst Zhang Junshe
outlined America’s real intention behind
involving so many countries in these exer-
cises. He stressed that it had nothing to do
with “safeguarding peace and stability in the
region” and everything to do with ensuring
that they become further aligned with “this
US-led clique and serve the US’ so-called
Indo-Pacific Strategy that aims to contain
its competitors.”

The Chinese have stated RIMPAC is about
“inciting bloc confrontation, [but] such drills
will only sabotage, not safeguard, peace, and
stability in the region ... China will firmly
safeguard its national sovereignty, territorial
integrity and development interests regard-
less of Western intimidation.”

The fact that this year’s RIMPAC is the
largest yet conducted, seems to vindicate
the unease being expressed by Beijing. They
have made the point that regardless of how
many states are taking part, there is a small
rump of nations that remain locked into a
dangerous alliance with the USA. Australia,
South Korea, Japan, the UK, and Canada
remain in lockstep with the US.

WARMONGERS
UNSATISFIED

The reaction of some in the military
establishment and media in Australia has
been rather telling. In particular, Stephen
Kuper from the influential Defence Connect
organisation, that describes its role as being
the “integrated market intelligence platform

for Australia’s defence sector” has been scath-
ing about Australia’s low-key attendance.
Kuper describes it as a “sorry state of affairs”
and “lacklustre.”Australia’s contribution is
less than in the past and includes just 320
personnel, a single warship and one P-8A
maritime reconnaissance aircraft.

Kuper is critical that not enough hardware
is available. He cited Defence Minister Marles
to drive home his warmongering point: “Our
national security and our national prosperity
are based on a stable peaceful region where
the global rules-based order is pre-eminent
and respected. Indeed, the rules of the road
at sea are everything for us. When the rules-
based order is under pressure, Australia is
under pressure.”

Australia’s military budget will be
increased from $50 billion to $100 billion.
It’s clearly not enough for such hawks.

Kuper claims that Australia has a “declin-
ing capacity to defend itself both independ-
ently and in concert with our regional and
global partners ... As events continue to
unfold throughout the region and China
continues to throw its economic, political,
and strategic weight around, can Australia
afford to remain a secondary power, or does
it need to embrace a larger, more independ-
ent role in an era of increasing great power
competition?”

China has one military base outside its
borders. The USA has about 800.

An economically crippling military
budget of $100 billion a year is clearly not
enough for Defence Connect. The madness
of an allegiance with the USA and its clear
intention of provoking conflict with China
is not enough to satisfy such as Kuper. &

Who are Defence Connect?

While Defence Connect is not a direct spruiker for funding, it works

with a range of organisations, both business and defence government
and civil to focus attention on supporting military capabilities. Defence
Connect calls itself: “Geared for tomorrow's defence industry, Defence
Connect represents an ambitious new approach that supports the evolv-
ing defence sector as it responds to the challenges posed by expanding
domains of warfare as well as traditional threats.”

It also acts as a kind of defence LinkedIn, with listings of military jobs.
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