
Anna Pha

The assault on the construction divi-
sion of the CFMEU is the fi rst blow in 
a planned attack on the trade union 
movement as a whole as the system-
ic crisis of capitalism deepens. The 
media attack on the union is limited 
only by the fevered imaginations of 
the hacks in the history-rewrite room 
at Nine Media.

The union is now being blamed for the 
cost of living and housing crises.

Nine media headlines ring out with calls 
to “reinstate building watchdog” (Australian 
Building and Construction Commission – 
ABCC). “Get rid of the union and the economy 
will recover and there’ll be houses for all!” “Is 
CFMEU the reason you can’t buy a house?” 
“CFMEU tactics tear at nation’s hip pocket.”

Employer bodies and their media mates 
are running hot, blaming the CFMEU for a 
decline in construction industry profi ts and 
an 18.1 per cent decline in labour productiv-
ity since 2014.

Essentially, Nine media’s crusade has 
handed Labor and the Coalition a weapon, 
an excuse to bring in a new batch of rabid 
union-bashing laws.

Victorian Premier Jacinta Allan has writ-
ten to Victoria Police and the Independent 
Broad-based Anti-corruption Commission 
urging them to probe the allegations.

“We will also be making a request to 
the federal government that it exercises its 
powers under the Fair Work Act to review, 
and then if necessary, terminate all CFMEU 
enterprise bargaining agreements on Vic-
torian construction sites if it’s necessary to 
prevent criminal activity,” Allan said.

The threat of terminating enterprise bar-
gaining agreements is unheard of. It amounts 
to collective punishment of construction 
workers, forcing them back onto inferior 
awards. Workers should not be punished 
because of the conduct or background of 
some of their offi  cials.

CORPORATE MONOPOLY
A look at the two anti-union corporate 

thugs who dominate the construction indus-
try, Lendlease and John Holland, tells a 
diff erent story. Last year Lendlease saw a 
growth in funds under management of 9 
per cent to $48.3 billion and post-tax profi t 
of $257 million.

John Holland’s profi ts jumped more than 
30 per cent to $195m in 2023. That’s after the 
cost of building the West Gate Tunnel rose 
by more than $3 billion, because of a dispute 
between the contractors and Transurban over 
who should pay to dispose contaminated soil.

No mention of CFMEU, bikies, the under-
world or corruption.

There is, however, a rise in bankruptcies 
amongst the small companies with reasons 
given as rising costs of building materials, 
delays in supplies, labour shortages and 
higher interest rates.

ACHIEVEMENTS
The great achievements of the CFMEU, 

its role in setting standards for other unions 
have been lost in all the muck-raking. The 
construction division has importantly been 
able to evolve to remain relevant to its mem-
bers and has made a lot of important gains 
for its membership – a united and militant 
membership that has strong support for its 
leadership.

The construction division delivered very 
successful enterprise bargaining campaigns 
in 2024, with good wages and conditions. 
How many other unions have won between 
20 to 30 per cent pay increases over 4 years? 

These wins have hit the bosses’ pockets 
– eating into their massive profi ts. This is 
the real reason for the attacks.

The union has won a successful campaign 

leading to a ban on engineered stone, which 
will save a lot of lives.

CBUS, their industry superannuation 
fund, off ers high returns and invests in the 
industries where members work. There is 
a fund to cover workers for redundancies.

There are protections governing work 
in hot weather and in the rain. The union 
has fought hard for occupational health and 
safety on the job, equal pay for women, time 
off  for domestic violence, delegates’ rights, 
and the employment and rights of more 
women, Indigenous and LGBTQIA+ workers. 

Working on a public holiday is paid at 
double time and a half. If someone chooses 
not to work on a public holiday they do not 
lose any pay.

None of these gains were handed to work-
ers on a plate. They were won by militant, 
united, and disciplined struggle in a tough 
industry.

If a worker is killed due to employer neg-
ligence all workers on that site and all the 
other sites belonging to that company walk 
off  the job for the rest of the day.

The union indicated its support for the 
Palestinian people and called for a Palestin-
ian state from the outset of Israel’s genocide 
which would not have made it popular with 
the government or Opposition.

ONGOING ATTACKS
As outlined in last week’s Guardian

(#2108 “Hands off  CFMEU!”) there is a 
history of similar attacks on the union, 
including Royal Commissions that were 
fi zzers. The Coalition’s ABCC was a political 
and ideological weapon that had the aim of 
bankrupting and destroying the construction 
division. It failed.

The ABCC’s obsession with clobbering the 
union became the subject of ridicule when it 
spent $432,469 on external legal fees in its 
attempt to fi ne the CFMEU for stopping work 
on a construction site in 2015. The stoppage 
was over a toilet for women. With internal 
costs and the union’s High Court fees, the 
total cost would have been much higher.
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Unions and YOU
Unions are in the news a lot lately. Our front page 

this week and last week details the ongoing campaign 
of demonisation against the very eff ective CFMEU. 
Governments are being urged to take anti-union ac-
tion. There is also agitation to get unions out of their 
role in Industry Super, which consistently gets better 
results for members than private super. 

Unions aren’t going away. Even in the midst of a 
massive campaign against the CFMEU, Nine journalist 
John Sylvester said “If the CFMEU’s job is to improve 
workers’ wages and conditions, it has done a good job.”

That is the CFMEU’s job. It seems to be succeeding.
Attacks on the CFMEU will spill over into attacks 

on every union so let’s get back to basics. Why unions? 
Why should we bother with them? Why not just go to 
work, get paid, enjoy the weekend?

Unions were formed at a time when none of those 
things could be taken for granted. The eight hour work-
ing day, the weekend, sick leave, above-starvation level 
pay, and other conditions we take for granted all had 
to be fought for.

If you’re reading this paper, you’ve probably heard 
about unions fi ghting for and winning the eight-hour 
day, sick leave, and so on. What a lot of people forget 
is that these good conditions do not keep themselves. 
They need to be enforced, and they need to be fought 
for constantly.

If you’re sceptical, just pay attention to what em-
ployer groups are saying. Groups like the Australian 
Industry Group and the Business Council of Australia 
never stop lobbying for lower wages, fewer conditions 
and less safety. They dress it up as “fl exibility” or 
“productivity,” but what they’re always after is less 
for working people, more for employers. 

On safety, the battle is far from over; people still 
die at work, and unions still need to fi ght hard for 
more safety. 

Like all human institutions, unions aren’t perfect. 
They don’t always achieve what they’re after. Success 
is never guaranteed. That’s not because unions are a 
bad idea. Unions are a good idea because of what they 
are. A union is workers organising to protect their 
interests.

Employers, and governments never have workers’ 
interests at heart the way a union does, because em-
ployers and politicians aren’t workers themselves.

The other thing it’s really important to say about 
unions falling short of what a worker wants them to 
do is this: unions don’t operate in a vacuum. Working 
people in this country have faced a long-term and sus-
tained campaign to weaken, demonise and handicap 
unions.

That campaign has operated in the form of propa-
ganda – depicting all unionists as thugs and bludgers, 
and ignoring the very positive role unions have played 
in this country. See our articles on the CFMEU in this 
issue and the last for some positive news on what un-
ions have done.

Governments have also worked hard to handicap 
unions; passing laws and regulations that make it extra 
diffi  cult for unions to operate eff ectively.

In the midst of the recent barrage of CFMEU-
demonisation, if you look closely at the supposed 
“chequered history” of CFMEU offi  cials, a lot of the 
law-breaking amounts to doing the job of a union rep, 
and breaking laws that never should have existed in 
the fi rst place. It should never be illegal for a union 
representative to enter a workplace to help workers. 
It should never be against the law to call a strike or a 
stopwork meeting.

It’s the duty of Communist Party of Australia mem-
bers to join and be active in their unions.

Join your union. Ask how you can help. Find out 
how to be active in it. Find out about wider campaigns 
the union is involved in and get into those.

We have a lot of work to do.
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The Victorian Premier said the 
government will also look at tougher 
anti-bikie laws in Victoria in a bid 
to “make it easier for police, for the 
courts to be able to prevent certain 
individuals from associating with 
each other.”

Unions belong to members. 
They are the only ones with the right 
to elect or remove their leadership.

‘ENSURING 
INTEGRITY’

Apart from calls for reinstate-
ment of a ‘tougher’ ABCC with 
greater powers there are demands 
for Labor to bring back the Mor-
rison government’s failed 2019 
Ensuring Integrity Bill. (see ‘Ensur-
ing intimidation,’ above).

“The Bill sets out to provide 
employers and government bodies 
with the powers to destroy the 
trade union movement and crucify 
workers. It would take Australia 
back to the days of master-servant 
relationships of the 19th Century,” 
the Guardian noted at the time. 
(‘Kill the Bill!’ #1891, 23-10-2019)

Australian Council of Trade 
Unions president Michele O’Neil 
said that Ensuring Integrity would 
“undermine workplace safety, 
increase wage and superannua-
tion theft and make it harder for 
workers to get pay increases and be 
represented when they need help,”.

The CPA’s Central Committee 
issued a statement condemning in 
the strongest possible terms the 
attacks against the CFMEU.

“It is the view of the CPA 

that the rapacious attacks on the 
CFMEU are an attack on the entire 
labour movement.”

“The allegations made publicly 
by the 9 newspapers and the 60 
Minutes program on Sunday 14 
July have the political objective of 
forcing the ALP federal government 
to introduce legislation to weaken 
the trade union movement.”

The failure of the ALP and 
ACTU to stand behind the union 
will backfi re on them as the Coa-
lition and employer groups will 
attack them regardless.

“This is the time for the trade 
union movement to show its great-
est unity and solidarity, in the spirit 
that an injury to one is an injury to 
all,” the CPA statement said. 

Anna Pha

The Morrison government’s Ensuring Integ-
rity Bill failed to pass through Parliament in 
2017 and 2019. Unlike the Australian Building 
and Construction Commission legislation, it 
was not industry specifi c, but covered all reg-
istered trade unions.

If passed, it would have opened the way to a direct 
attack on the whole union movement. One of its aims 
was to intimidate trade union offi  cials from leading 
their members in fi ghting for their wages, working 
conditions, and safe workplaces.

The bill stated that the Federal Court must cancel 
the registration of a union on a range of grounds 
including:
• two fi ndings against the union for disqualifi cation 

of offi  cers
• multiple fi ndings against a substantial number 

of members of the organisation or a part of its 
membership

• non-compliance with orders or injunctions or 
“obstructive” unprotected industrial action.

The fi rst point constitutes collective punishment 
of members for the actions of two union offi  cials.

The second point is open to wide interpretation.
Thirdly, ‘protected industrial action’ is limited to 

during and relating to negotiations around an enter-
prise agreement. Outside that period action around 
unpaid wages or entitlements is illegal. Likewise 
industrial action over unsafe work conditions. As to 
what exactly “obstructive” means, it would be a law-
yers’ picnic to fi nd out. 

The bill contains a catch-all, “not a fi t and proper 

person” clause, that can be used to disqualify a union 
offi  cial. This includes situations where a right of entry 
permit has been revoked or suspended, or there have 
been certain criminal or civil fi ndings as well as for 
“any other matter the Court considers relevant.”

It takes very little for an offi  cial to have their right 
of entry permit revoked. For example, accusations by 
a boss of coercion, that the offi  cial used aggressive 
language, behaved like a thug or was violent.

It also makes it a criminal off ence to continue to 
stand for offi  ce or continue to hold offi  ce, or infl uence 
the aff airs of the union after being disqualifi ed. The 
off ence is punishable by a penalty of $210,000 or 
two years jail or both. This removes the democratic 
right of a union’s membership to determine who will 
represent them.

The Bill allows the Court to place registered trade 
unions or divisions or branches into administration 
or deregister them if they become “dysfunctional” or 
are no longer serving the interests of their members. 
“Dysfunctional” includes multiple contraventions of 
the laws that result in disqualifi cation of offi  cials – 
i.e. breaches of bad laws restricting legitimate trade 
union activity and leadership by offi  cials.

The bill also introduces a public interest test for 
amalgamations of registered trade unions where the 
Fair Work Commissioner determines the test should 
apply, thus removing the democratic right of members 
to decide whether to amalgamate.

At the time the Greens and Labor opposed the 
bill. Now the pressure is on Labor to bring in tougher 
anti-union laws. The question is, will it bring back 
the Ensuring Integrity Bill, perhaps under another 
name? 

Ensuring 
intimidation
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July 19th, 2024 

MESSAGE FROM ICAP TO MEMBERS OF THE "FROM 
AUSTRALIA TO CUBA WITH LOVE" SOLIDARITY CAMPAIGN 

Dear friends, 

I would like to extend a fraternal greeting to all the organizations 
and individuals who have contributed to the success of the Soli-
darity Campaign "From Australia to Cuba with Love". 

It was a collective effort to make visible the Cuban cause against 
the US blockade and in support of our people. For the third year 
in a row, this initiative is achieving its goals and leaving a sig-
nifi cant mark in the history of solidarity between our countries, 
while continuing to grow beyond Australia's borders. 

We recognize and are extremely grateful for the activism gener-
ated by the campaign and the generous fi nancial contribution to 
the Cuban local development project "Mi casa: AgroVivo'' in the 
community of Ciénaga de Zapata. 

On behalf of the Cuban people, receive our highest admiration 
and respect. 

Cuba Night South Australia

Celebrate 
the Cuban Revolution

Support the ACFS National Project
‘Agro Vivo’ Urban Agricultural Project in Playa Giron

7:00 pm Saturday 10th August

Semaphore Workers Club
93 Esplanade Semaphore

Bar Nibbles Cuban Music Raffl e
Australia Cuba Friendship Society Inc South Australia

More info: 0416 769 555

The Big 
‘Palestine’-apple

Che Janz

The Sunshine Coast Branch 
has been up to its regular 
antics being a beacon of 
progress, amongst the morass 
of reaction that dominates 
the Sunshine Coast. Mem-
bers descended upon the Big 
Pineapple, the iconic recently 
refurbished structure featured 
heavily in tourism and general 
Queensland imagery. If you’re 
feeling cynical, the Pineapple 
could be a perfect metaphor 
for the region; empty, half-
functional and with an atmos-
phere of disillusionment.

Regardless, the Sunshine 
Coast Branch proudly hung two 
large banners on a highway bridge 

that was a semi-frequent spot for 
Branch  banner drops during last 
year’s Yes Campaign. One was 
the standard Communist Party of 
Australia banner, while the other 
was a home-made eff ort reading 
in the Palestinian colours “Honk 4 
Palestine,” signalling the motorists 
driving by to show their own small 
bit of solidarity.

Although the weather was 
very much against us, the branch 
trooped on through the afternoon in 
miserable conditions. It was quickly 
decided at the next branch meet-
ing that we shall do a much wider 
campaigns of banner drops across 
the Sunshine Coast, so despite our 
distance our heart is forever with 
those in Gaza. 

Australia-Cuba Friendship Society Perth welcomed Cuban Ambassador to Australia Dr Tanieris Dieguez at a 
public meeting in Boorloo/Perth with a full house at Trades Hall. She thanked the people for their support. This 
year marks 40 years of support for Cuba from the ACFS, and 35 years of Australia-Cuba diplomatic relations.
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Richard Titelius
CPSU/CSA Delegate 

On 4 July 2024, about 400 
State Public servants walked 
out to attend a rally at the 
Supreme Court Gardens in 
Perth in the first of three 
actions by members of the 
Community and Public Sector 
Union/Civil Service Associa-
tion (CPSU/CSA) to escalate 
demands for better pay and 
conditions. 

There has been no movement 
on their claim for a 12 per cent pay 
rise over two years and improve-
ments in conditions including 
regional allowances and superan-
nuation contributions plus a trial 
for a four-day work week.

The government instead had 
off ered a three-year deal amounting 
to 11.75 per cent, less than off ers 
made to the State School Teach-
ers Unions and the Rail, Bus and 
Tram Union. Both these unions 
only got improved off ers after they 
took industrial action; the teachers 
with a half day strike and the RBTU 
with a big rally outside the Perth 
Train Station and a campaign of 
not checking tickets.

Mel Bray, Assistant Secretary 
of the CPSU/CSA addressed the 
rally to say the government is not 

coming to the table on wages and 
conditions and members needed 
to take industrial action to force 
the government to make a better 
off er. Public servants have received 
austerity level improvements under 
the previous Liberal government 
which were continued by the Mark 
McGown Labor government. 

Now, Bray said, is the time with 
the budget in surplus, to off er better 
wages to address cost of living con-
cerns and stop the haemorrhaging 
of staff  leaving the public sector for 
private sector workplaces with more 
competitive wages and conditions. 
The trial of a four-day working week 
would help improve staff  retention 
and was popular with members 
especially in the middle to upper 
levels of the public service.

Lawyer Alex Miller from the 
State Solicitors Offi  ce said one of 
the conditions needed to retain 
good staff  in the public sector was 
to increase parental leave for both 
parents from the current 18 weeks 
to 26 weeks. In Germany parental 
leave is currently up to 12 months 
for either or both parents up to 
when the child is 3 years old. Alex 
added that the off er on wages from 
the Labor government of Premier 
Roger Cook would not be suffi  cient 
to meet cost of living pressures 
being felt by many union members. 

Delegate Kasey Truesdale from 
the Water Corporation is a union 
representative on the union’s bar-
gaining team negotiating with the 
government on wages and condi-
tions. Truesdale said the current 
position of the government on the 
negotiations for an improvement in 
their wages, failed to acknowledge 
the economic hardship being felt 
by members.

The slow movement in wages 
of CPSU/CSA members was not 
matched by the movements in 
salaries of the most senior public 
servants who had been awarded an 
increase of up to 20 per cent over 
two years. Truesdale concluded, 
“When is the government going 
to listen. I am deeply and utterly 
exhausted. How long till the gov-
ernment responds appropriately 
to improvements in our wages and 
conditions.” 

Assistant Secretary Mel Bray 
added that there would be further 
lunchtime actions. 

The Communist Party of 
Australia supports the industrial 
campaign by the CPSU/CSA for 
an appropriate response from the 
Cook Labor government on their 
claim for increases in their wages 
and conditions to meet cost of 
living pressures and challenges in 
attracting and retaining staff . 

Australia

This week’s target of US aggression since the end of WW2 
is the Middle East 1956-58: The Eisenhower Doctrine stat-
ed that the United States was “prepared to use armed forces 
to assist” any Middle East country “requesting assistance 
against armed aggression from any country controlled by 
international communism”.

The English translation of this was that no one would be 
allowed to dominate, or have excessive infl uence over, the 
Middle East and its oil fi elds except the United States, and 
that anyone who tried would be, by defi nition, “communist.”

In keeping with this policy, the United States twice attempted 
to overthrow the Syrian government, staged several shows-
of-force in the Mediterranean to intimidate movements 
opposed to US-supported governments in Jordan and 
Lebanon, landed 14,000 troops in Lebanon, and conspired 
to overthrow or assassinate Nasser of Egypt and his trouble-
some Middle-East nationalism.

Campaign donations to the candidates in the coming US poll 
had last week reached $594 million for Trump alone as the 
fawning Australian US ambassador Kevin Rudd announced 
his utter subservience to whichever representative of the US 
ruling class ends up in the White House. Gushed Rudd, “I 
think you’ll know that a whole range of people had a whole 
range of interesting things to say about Trump, including 
John Howard and Tony Abbott … .” As to Trump’s prospective 
vice-president, JD Vance, author of the best-seller Hillbilly 
Elegy, Rudd said he’d read the book and “recommended it 
to Australians trying to understand the deputy MAGA man” 
(MAGA – Make America Great Again).

The following is the response by Michael Ravbar, secretary 
of the Queensland and NT branches of the CFMEU, to PM 
Albanese’s intended deregistration of the union: “Albanese 
has panicked and soiled himself over some unproven alle-
gations in the media. Workers can see Albo has lost control 
and the country is being run by buffoon breakfast show hosts 
and talkback radio shock jocks. The CFMEU is here to stay. 
This union is owned by the members, not media moguls or 
spineless politicians. We will defend each other to the ends 
of the earth.”

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: is Israel with its continuing mur-
derous rampage. Last week thousands of pro-Palestine 
activists formed a human chain around the British Parliament 
to demand the new Labour government stop enabling 
Israel’s genocidal assault on Gaza. The activists urged Sir 
Keir Starmer’s government to halt arms exports to Israel and 
take action to force a ceasefi re.

Government fi gures show that they have issued 108 arms 
export licences since 7 October, when a Hamas cross-bor-
der raid prompted the ongoing Israeli invasion of Gaza.

Foreign Secretary David Lammy failed to even mention arms 
exports during his visit to Israel earlier this week, prompting 
CAAT to deem his calls for a ceasefi re “meaningless.”

Just hours after Israel murdered over 90 Palestinians in a 
humanitarian “safe zone” at the weekend, Lammy posed 
with Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

Netanyahu, along with his defence minister Yoav Gallant, 
faces an arrest warrant at the International Criminal Court 
(ICC).

The offi cial death toll in Gaza currently tops 38,000, although 
the Lancet medical journal estimates it could be as high as 
186,000, taking into account bodies lost under rubble, and 
indirect deaths from disease and starvation caused by the 
destruction of infrastructure.

WA Public Servants 
take action for pay 

and conditions

NDIS wage theft case 
heads to tribunal

Australian Services Union

Unions are banding together for the fi rst 
day of their landmark Fair Work Commis-
sion case that aims to stamp out wage theft 
of NDIS workers.

The proceedings brought on by the ASU, AWU, 
HSU, and UWU kicked off  on 23 July, with the unions 
fi ghting to stop NDIS providers from misclassifying 
their staff  as home care workers, which has a lower 
award rate, and pocketing the diff erence of as much 
as $9 per hour.

To achieve this, the unions are seeking to amend 
the Social, Community, Home Care and Disability 
Services Industry Award 2010 to specify that work-
ers providing NDIS-funded services must be properly 
classifi ed – and therefore properly paid – as social 
and community services employees.

“We can no longer sustain a ‘whack-a-mole’ 
approach to deal with dodgy providers in the NDIS,” 
Angus McFarland, ASU NSW/ACT secretary and 
national union spokesperson for the campaign said.

“There are too many rorts and workers being ripped 

off . We are taking action in the Fair Work Commis-
sion to ban this practice once and for all.

“All employers in the NDIS are funded by the 
government to pay their workers properly at the cor-
rect award rates. But we estimate up to 10 per cent 
of providers are ripping off  workers, paying them up 
to $9 less an hour, despite receiving money from the 
taxpayer to pay them properly. Where is this money 
going? Simply into the pockets of dodgy providers. 
It’s got to end.

“This case is not about a wage rise and it’s not 
about additional funding – it’s about workers getting 
paid correctly. It’s about disability support workers 
getting the minimum award rates that are already 
funded in the NDIA pricing framework. It’s about 
stopping ripoff s and rorts of the system.

“We’ll be calling on the Albanese government to 
support us in stamping out wage theft in the NDIS. 
We are inviting all Labor MPs to a briefi ng this week 
on the importance of this case to clean up the NDIS 
and ensure dedicated disability support workers are 
paid properly.” 

Photo: Richard Titelius
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Graham Holton

Around the world children are 
starving to death. This is the 
harsh reality told by Oxfam’s 
Global Report on Food Crises 
(April 2024), which estimates 
that over 281.6 million peo-
ple in 59 countries are expe-
riencing acute hunger. “The 
number of people on the brink 
of famine has almost doubled 
since last year, the majority 
of whom are in Gaza where 
children are already dying of 
malnutrition and disease as a 
result of the Israeli govern-
ment’s policy of using star-
vation as a weapon of war.” 

The report shows a bleak 
outlook for 2024, with 32 Crisis 
Countries in confl ict-aff ected areas, 
having over 36 million children 
under 5 years of age facing acute 
malnutrition. Confl ict in Palestine 
(Gaza Strip), the Sudan, and Haiti 
will be the main drivers of acute 
food insecurity this year. Other 
countries include Afghanistan, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, 

Ethiopia, Nigeria, the Syrian Arab 
Republic, Yemen, Côte d’Ivoire, 
and Senegal. The El Niño peaked 
early this year, but its full impact 
on food security is still to be felt in 
Malawi, Zambia, and Zimbabwe. 

It is not only net food-import-
ing, low-income countries, that 
are grappling with high domestic 
food prices and reduced house-
hold purchasing power. Seven 
countries, classifi ed by the World 
Bank as upper-middle income, are 
experiencing chronic and acute 
food insecurity. Mainly in Latin 
America and the Caribbean, these 
include Colombia, Dominican 
Republic, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
and Peru, as well as Namibia and 
Palestine. Despite having higher 
living standards, families are facing 
food insecurity. Military confl icts 
in Colombia since 2016 have led 
to internal displacement, which 
combined with an infl ux of migrants 
from neighbouring countries, has 
resulted in pockets of populations 
facing acute food insecurity.

Decreasing humanitarian fund-
ing and the increasing costs of 

delivery pose a further threat for 
aid organisations. This has resulted 
in reduced food assistance to many 
food-insecure populations. What is 
urgently required is food that con-
tributes essential nutrients, such 
as carbohydrates, lipids, vitamins, 
proteins, minerals, and fi bre that 
are benefi cial for the growth and 
healthy development. 

The US Department of Defense 
budget for 2024-2025 is US$850 
billion. In 2022, the top 100 arms-
producing and military services 
companies in the world had total 
sales of US$597 billion. The recent 
Global Appeal for Humanitarian 
Response received only US$46 
billion. Oxfam Australia supports 
nearly 3 million people in 32 coun-
tries. For every dollar Oxfam raises, 
10 cents goes on administration, 63 
cents supports development and 
humanitarian programs around 
the world, and 27 cents is invested 
to generate future income. Oxfam 
Australia needs urgent donations 
for its worthy causes. 

AUKUS and our children
Peter Farmer

If you know anyone in their sixties, ask them if they remem-
ber World War I. Chances are they do, but not because they 
were there. You’d have to be well over 100 to remember the 
First World War from personal experience. However, there’s 
a generation of Australian boomers who’d remember that 
war from high school. 

The Vietnam war was either still raging or not long over 
when a lot of today’s over sixties went to school, and for 
children in many schools, the compulsory texts involved 
reading First World War poetry, and seeing the movie O 
What a Lovely War, which drove home the message that 
the war was idiotic and cruel. You might well come out of 
that experience thinking that all wars were unnecessary and 
horrendous.

Warmongers adapted in response. Those schools that had 
Cadet Corps for militarising teenagers stopped bragging 
about the military preparation side of Cadets, and began to 
stress ‘soft’ skills, like leadership and cooperation. There 
has been an avalanche of glorifi cation of the ‘mateship’ 
practiced by Australians fi ghting in the service of British or 
US imperialism.

Along with others, both older and younger,the 1970s kids 
grew up and joined in anti-nuclear marches, going on to 
make the anti-Gulf War marches of the early 2000s the larg-
est mass protests ever seen in Australia.

Now a state’s education system is trying to infl uence chil-
dren on the topic of war – in favour of it. South Australia, 
slavering at the thought of jobs from the AUKUS nuclear-
powered submarines, has introduced ‘defence schools.’

In fact, South Australia has rebranded itself as ‘the Defence 
State,’ and the South Australia Industry Schools Pathway 
program is proud of having a school curriculum which will 
“provide the maths, science and technical studies students 
will need in order to pursue advanced technology industry 
careers in the defence sector.”

The program is heavy on the industry and jobs aspect of 
the program, but also mentions “recognition events” and 
“awareness.” Code for efforts to get kids on side with nucle-
ar-powered submarines and the AUKUS ‘alliance.’

The Re-engineering Australia Foundation, which lists the 
Department of Defence, Defence SA, and Defence West 
as its only supporters, is spruiking a ‘SUBS in Schools 
Technology Challenge’ to get students learning STEM via 
designing operational submarines and Remotely Operated 
Vehicles (ROV’s). If one of the children encouraged to press 
on with this kind of designing goes on to make the ROV’s 
that make the AUKUS subs obsolete before we get them, 
that would be ironic. This program doesn’t neglect propa-
ganda either, listing “communication” as one of the ‘soft 
skills’ needed for Defence jobs of the future.

There’s also the nation-wide Nuclear-Powered Submarine 
Propulsion Challenge; high school students have to design 
their own engineering plans for submarine nuclear propul-
sion to win a trip to HMAS Stirling in Western Australia for 
an “immersive submariner experience.”

Serious money is being put into these schemes, to get stu-
dents designing and operating weapons systems we not 
only don’t need, but which will make us less safe. The stu-
dents who join an expanding Defence industry are students 
who could otherwise be making Australia a renewable 
energy superpower, or making life better for this country in 
countless ways. 

A look at the Australian curriculum shows that the First 
World War still gets a mention, with Wilfred Owen appearing 
in the poetry section. One of Owen’s poems has a title that 
could sum up our expensive AUKUS adventure: ‘Futility.’

PEACE NOTESToo little concern 
for the global 

food crisis

Seafarer shortage 
threatens national resilience

A critical shortage of seafarers threatens Aus-
tralia’s energy security, national defence and 
supply chain resilience without an urgent over-
haul of maritime skills and training, accord-
ing to a new report.

Commissioned by off shore energy exploration 
and production company INPEX and supported by 
the Australian Resources & Energy Employer Asso-
ciation (AREEA) and leading maritime organisations 
– Maritime Industry Australia Limited (MIAL), the 
Australian Institute of Marine and Power Engineers 
(AIMPE), the Australian Maritime Offi  cers Union 
(AMOU) and the Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) 
– the Maritime Workforce Position Paper reveals:

A major shortage of seafarers with the interna-
tionally-recognised qualifi cations required to service 
strategically signifi cant Australian maritime assets.

An ageing current workforce in desperate need 
of regeneration.

A major funding shortfall for maritime skills train-
ing to meet the jobs’ gap.

These factors were identifi ed as long ago as the 
2013 Australian Maritime Workforce Development 
Strategy – which was delivered by the current Prime 

Minister as the then responsible Minister for Infra-
structure and Transport.

INPEX Australia Senior Vice President Corpo-
rate Bill Townsend said Australia’s pool of seafarers 
declined by 23 per cent over the last year.

“We’re now seeing the demand for seafarers 
outstripping supply in circumstances approaching 
fl ashpoint. This is a result of limited action in the past 
decade to ensure the training and crewing sustainabil-
ity of the Australian shipping fl eet,” Townsend said.

Globally, the industry is predicting a need for up 
to 89,510 additional offi  cers by 2026, a challenge 
magnifi ed by the pandemic.

“As Australia’s energy mix continues to diversify, 
there will be a severe shortage of maritime profession-
als to support off shore windfarms and to carry out 
important decommissioning work,” Townsend said.

The report identifi es poor training pathways as 
central to the nation’s inability to develop the mari-
time workforce needed – with myriad barriers and 
disincentives stymying education and skills’ develop-
ment, such as high costs and a lack of access to berths 
to undertake the mandatory sea time.

It calls for a whole-of-government response and 
funding package from the Commonwealth to address 
proven pinch points in maritime education, training 
and retention; streamlining the complexity of current 
pathways and assisting with heavy costs stifl ing the 
pipeline of ratings, engineers and offi  cers.

Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) National 
Secretary Paddy Crumlin says that maritime skills 
are “integral to an island nation such as Australia, 
with its vast resources and maritime infrastructure.”

“This report highlights the critical areas required 
for Australia to become an important maritime hub 
for the region and to support many initiatives and 
government policies, from off shore decommissioning 
through to off shore renewable energy and, importantly, 
the Strategic Fleet to support Australia’s sovereign 
capability.”

Maritime Industry Australia Limited (MIAL) CEO 
Angela Gillham agrees, saying that “Other maritime 
nations that value their sovereign maritime skills base 
have robust public/private maritime training and 
skills development support mechanisms.”
Maritime Union of Australia 

www.cpa.org.au
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On 4 March Prime Minister 
Anthony Albanese became the 
fi rst leader of a western nation 
to be referred to the Interna-
tional Criminal Court (ICC) for 
prosecution. Sydney law fi rm 
Birchgrove Legal presented 
a communiqué to ICC pros-
ecutor Karim Khan claiming 
that the Australian PM and 
a number of other high level 
local politicians are complicit 
in the Gaza genocide.

On 16 July the fi rm announced 
that the Offi  ce of the Prosecutor of 
the ICC had added the document 
“to the evidence gathered as part 
of the ICC’s investigation into the 
Situation in the State of Palestine”, 
as well as having been transmitted 
“to relevant staff  members for fur-
ther review.”

The claim was lodged under 
article 15 of the Rome Statute. The 
ICC prosecutor will analyse the 
evidence, may call for extra evi-
dence, and if satisfi ed, can launch 
an investigation.

“Over the last 10 months Aus-
tralian leadership has failed to 
attempt to dissuade their Israeli 
counterparts from committing war 
crimes in Gaza and, it appears, has 
continued to participate in the pro-
vision of fi ghter jet parts to Israel,” 
said Sheryn Omeri KC.

Omeri led the claim that was 
brought by Birchgrove Legal, co-
signed by over 100 other Austral-
ian lawyers.

“These cases demonstrate 
a growing desire on the part of 
western civil society to ensure that 
their governments do not assist in 

the perpetration of international 
crimes,” added the King’s Counsel.

Omeri raised the point that the 
26 January preliminary fi nding of 
the International Court of Justice in 
regard to the case brought against 
Israel by South Africa was that, 
based on the evidence before it, the 
Netanyahu government is plausi-
bly committing genocide upon the 
Palestinians of Gaza.

The case submitted to the ICC 
had specifi cally highlighted matters 
regarding Australian arms exports 
to and intelligence sharing with 
Israel. The Albanese government 
has remained tight-lipped.

“This, coupled with the perma-
nent displacement of more than 2.3 
million Gazans, the deliberate star-
vation of the entire population and 
the arbitrary arrest, imprisonment 

and torture of doctors, nurses, civil 
service workers, as well as women 
and children make a compelling 
case of complicity in genocide,” 
said Omeri.

The ICC Offi  ce of the Prosecu-
tor has invited Birchgrove Legal 
to make additional submissions 
in support of the claim it lodged 
earlier this year.

The March claim also named 
foreign minister Penny Wong, 
defence minister Richard Marles, 
home aff airs minister Clare O’Neil, 
government services minister Bill 
Shorten, and Liberal leader Peter 
Dutton.

So, six of our highest-profi le 
major party politicians, fi ve of them 
currently serving ministers, with the 
top one heading the list, are now 
being seriously considered by an 

international court as to whether 
their actions and statements may 
have contributed to the deaths of 
over 40,000 Palestinians.

“Australian resources have sup-
ported grave atrocities across the 
Gaza Strip. We have documented 
each of these and fully intend to 
add our evidence to the existing 
communication to further assist 
the prosecutor,” Kheir explained.

“As lawyers, we consider that 
this communication tests the 
strength of international law to 
hold all leaders, including western 
leaders, to account where national 
law fails. We will continue to do 
what we can within our remit to 
fi ght this gross injustice,” he said 
in concluding the statement.
Birchgrove Legal 

Albanese, Dutton added to genocide case

‘I’ll kill every one of you’
A group of six pro-Palestinian activ-
ists allege they were violently assault-
ed and threatened by “a middle-aged 
Caucasian male” in an Adelaide hotel 
lobby earlier this month.

In a media statement , representatives of 
the group said the attack took place shortly 
after midnight on 6 July. The six friends 
were entering the elevator of their hotel 
when the alleged assailant, a “middle-old 
aged Caucasian male guest, called us ‘terror-
ists’.” Several members of the group, most of 
whom are of Arab and Muslim background, 
were wearing keffi  yehs.

“The assailant proceeded to aggressively 
punch us, grabbing at our keffi  yehs and 
forcefully holding us to prevent our eff orts 
to protect each other and to escape,” the 
group said.

“He punched multiple members of the 
group in the face and in the back of the head, 
as well as choking one of us by pulling on 
the keffi  yeh around their neck. Five of the 
six members of the group were physically 
assaulted. Despite three of the six members 
being feminine-presenting, the assailant’s 
attacks were indiscriminate.”

“You f***ing terrorist c*** … You sup-
port those f***ing terrorist Muslim c****s,” 
the man allegedly said. “I’ll kill every one of 
you cunts.”

After restraining the man, the six activists 
called the police. They allege that, despite 
initiating the assault, when the man saw 
police entering the hotel lobby he “encour-
aged them coming [in] as he believed they 
would side with him.”

“The nature of it being so unexpected and 
violent during our return home to the hotel 
was shocking and traumatising,” the group’s 
statement reads. “The implication that he 
felt justifi ed in his actions by encouraging 
the arrival of the police in his belief that they 
would side with him reinforces the warped 
injustice of the situation.”

Noting that the alleged attack “comes 

during a time of rising Islamophobia within 
Australia,” the group singled out “our politi-
cians’ demonisation of pro-Palestine peace 
protests” as contributing to anti-Palestinian 
and Islamophobic violence.

“This rhetoric has the eff ect of dehuman-
ising people like us and emboldens such hos-
tile Islamophobic attacks to occur,” they said.

The activists were in Adelaide to help set 
up a rolling community picket outside the 
electorate offi  ce of foreign minister Penny 
Wong. Many of them were active members 
of the similar picket outside Anthony Alba-
nese’s offi  ce in Marrickville that was estab-
lished in February.

One of the Marrickville picket’s cofound-
ers, Sarah Shaweesh, was arrested for trespass 

after entering Albanese’s electorate offi  ce. In 
a video posted to Instagram, Shaweesh said 
she was asking for migration assistance on 
behalf of her family in Gaza, who have had 
their visa applications declined, and was 
turned away by Albanese’s offi  ce staff .

“What are our taxes for? Why did we 
pay a fee for the visa?” Shaweesh said. “Mil-
lions have been collected from Palestinians 
living in Australia applying for visas for their 
families, and most have been denied or have 
been idle for months.”

Speaking last month against the growing 
number of Palestinian solidarity protests 
outside MPs’ offi  ces, Albanese said “the idea 
that constituents would be blocked from get-

ting help on social security and migration 
is appalling.”

After Shaweesh’s arrest, police issued 
move-on orders to the picket’s occupants, who 
have peacefully protested outside Albanese’s 
electorate offi  ce for more than fi ve months.

While Shaweesh is no longer allowed to 
enter Albanese’s offi  ce, they have met before, 
albeit briefl y.

“I encountered him on the street,” Shaw-
eesh said in February. “I was distraught – I 
get voice notes from my family in Gaza about 
their situation, so I was telling him what 
they’ve been relaying to me. He pretty much 
told me to f*** off , and shooed me away.”
everythingisfi ne.beehiiv.com 

The Australia Palestine Advocacy 
Network (APAN) has welcomed the 
overnight ruling by the Internation-
al Court of Justice (ICJ) that Israel’s 
57-year-old occupation of, and con-
struction of settlements in, Palestin-
ian territories is illegal, and that the 
state’s actions meet the legal defi ni-
tions of apartheid.

This decisive ruling corroborates decades 
of Palestinian experience and suff ering, and 
underscores extensive reports and evidence 
from the UN, legal experts, human rights 
organisations, and global advocacy groups.

The ruling concluded that Israel is for-
cibly dispossessing Palestinians of their 
lands, exploiting water sources, forcibly 

annexing large parts of the occupied terri-
tory, and is violating Palestinians’ right to 
self-determination.

It also stated that Israel is violating Arti-
cle 3 of the Committee on the Elimination of 
Racial Discrimination, fi nding Israel guilty 
of “racial segregation and apartheid.”

As well as ruling that settlers be removed 
from these illegal settlements, Palestinians 
returned to their properties, and that Israel 
off er full reparations to Palestinians who 
have lost land and property, the fi nding has 
critical implications for the international 
community, including Australia.

It affi  rms the urgent need for the Aus-
tralian government to take tangible action 
to address these systemic injustices, to put 

an end to the impunity it off ers Israel, and 
to ensure accountability for the rogue state’s 
longstanding human rights violations.

Given recent statements from Israeli 
offi  cials advocating defi ance of ICJ rulings 
and calling for the annexation of the occupied 
West Bank, Australia must promptly issue a 
statement supporting the court’s ruling and 
utilise all diplomatic and economic means 
to compel Israel’s compliance.

APAN also demands that the Australian 
government impose sanctions on extrem-
ist Israeli settlers and their supporters, as 
well as on Israeli ministers and institutions 
facilitating illegal settlements. 

Australia must act decisively to end Isra-
el’s ongoing genocide in Gaza by supporting 

ICJ and International Criminal Court rulings, 
sanctioning individuals and entities that have 
incited or facilitated the genocide, impos-
ing a bilateral arms embargo, recalling the 
Australian ambassador, and severing trade 
ties with Israel.

APAN President Nasser Mashini said 
that the ruling “is historic, as it affi  rms that 
Israel’s creation of hundreds of Jewish-only 
colonies on Palestinian land is a blatant 
manifestation of apartheid, systematically 
displacing and segregating Palestinians from 
their homeland.”

He added that “Australia must stand 
fi rmly and take urgent and decisive steps 
to hold Israel accountable.”
APAN 

APAN welcomes ICJ Israel ruling

City of Sydney Branch preparing to march up to join a Palestine rally.
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Hope from a greener China

William Briggs

The World Economic Forum’ (WEF) 
Global Risks Report rates the climate 
crisis as the primary risk to human-
ity. They see climate disruption as the 
main threat, ahead of armed confl icts 
or social division. A United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) 
global survey shows 80 per cent of 
respondents demanding stronger cli-
mate action.

There is a strong link between climate 
crisis, war, and social disruption. War 
leads to social division as populations 
become refugees. Higher military budgets 
mean less social spending which brings 
social division, poverty, and despair. The 
military devours natural resources and 
contributes massively to CO2 emissions. 
The report points to an existential crisis. 
While capitalism rules, the future of the 
planet is threatened.

The UK’s National Meteorological Service 
(NMS) for the UK has shown that despite all 
the talk and ‘commitments’ CO2 build up 
continues to rise and shows very little sign 
of decreasing in any substantial way.

While investments in renewable energy 
sources have been growing, the truth remains 
that capital rules. Capitalism must return the 
maximum profi t. Individual capitalists will 

make money from green technologies, but 
overall capitalism works against the needs 
of the people.

The recent debacle of the US presiden-
tial debate and the US tariff s and trade war 
attacks against Chinese green technologies 
are two examples worth considering.

Economic questions, foreign policy issues, 
the war in Ukraine, China-related matters; 
all received more attention than climate in 
the debate. It says a lot about the world’s 
dominant capitalist state. The political con-
tenders had been reminded by the New York 
Times that “no election has more potential 
to aff ect the planet’s warming climate than 
the rematch between Joe Biden and Donald 
Trump,” but they failed the test.

The US attempt to hinder China’s exports 
of green technologies to the world is a picture 
of how American capital and state view the 
future of the planet.

Despite all the threats, the slanders 
and the exaggeration thrown at it, China is 
making a very real diff erence. Even bourgeois 
commentators are having to concede that 
the signs from China are good. Headlines 
acknowledge that China has reached ‘peak 
emissions’ way earlier than predicted.

The facts speak for themselves. By 2023, 
50 per cent of China’s total energy capacity 
was from renewables. It is expected that 
1,200 GW of solar and wind capacity will 

be added by 2030. This is fi ve years ahead 
of schedule.

Rather than applauding the develop-
ments, the US and its allies in the EU and 
Australia look for ways to stop the advances 
that will benefi t us all.

China is by far the biggest producer of 
green technology and especially the produc-
tion of EVs which are coming off  the assembly 
line at the rate of one every 36 seconds. It 
dominates global production of renewable 
energy, solar panels, and wind energy. With 
such a scale of production comes a signifi cant 
reduction in production costs and costs to 
the consumer.

The International Energy Authority, 
has reported that China has “deployed as 
much solar capacity last year as the entire 
world did in 2022 and is expected to add 
nearly four times more than the EU and 
fi ve times more than the US from 2023-28 
… two-thirds of global wind manufacturing 
expansion planned for 2025 will occur in 
China, primarily for its domestic market.”

While this is happening, the US is fi ghting 
against what it sees as an undue infl uence 
of China in the market and would rather see 
the planet burn than accept a cost-eff ective 
solution to many of the problems the world 
confronts.

The world is looking down the barrel 
of warming in excess of 1.5 degrees. There 

needs to be a global approach, but what we 
get is a trade war and tariff  barriers against 
Chinese green technologies.

Attempts by the US to stifl e Chinese 
growth are ultimately pointless. The global 
economy remains in deep crisis. Reports are 
published showing that the world economy 
is growing. Thanks to China emissions are 
declining. 

How can there be a lessening of emis-
sions and a growth in economic output? It 
seems impossible. The twinning of these 
two contradictory elements is a problem. 
A general downturn in the capitalist world 
market which has been in place since COVID 
and before, must, obviously show a lessen-
ing of emissions. Statistics that point to real 
global GDP growth need to factor in China’s 
steady fi ve per cent growth in the face of 
near global recession. China’s resolve in the 
area of reducing emissions and producing 
clean energy for the world has, to a small 
but growing degree, the eff ect of showing a 
reduction in global emissions, as it remains 
the world’s second biggest economy.

China is making a serious and important 
eff ort to tackle a problem that threatens all of 
humanity. Climate change is the creation of 
capitalism and its rapacious drive for profi t 
above all else and at any cost. The people of 
the world want better. We do not have the 
luxury of time. 

Mulan Wind Farm – located approximately 170km north east of Harbin City in Heilongiang. Photo: Land Rover Our Planet – fl ickr.com (CC BY-ND 2.0)

New Caledonia 
independence supporters 

demand withdrawal of 
French police

The independence movement 
in France’s overseas territory 
of New Caledonia is demand-
ing the withdrawal of 3,500 
police offi  cers, gendarmes and 
soldiers sent by Paris in May 
to control unrest, the move-
ment’s leader, Laurie Humu-
ni, said on 17 July.

Protests by supporters of New 
Caledonia’s independence from 
France erupted in May, resulting 
in ten deaths and causing damage 
estimated at 1 billion euros (AU$1.6 
billion).

Humuni also called for the 
resignation of High Commissioner 
Louis Le Franc and Prosecutor Yves 

Dupas, calling them “sources of 
instability.” She urged the return 
of several independence supporters 
imprisoned in France for allegedly 
organising the protests.

On 13 May a peaceful demon-
stration against a voting rights bill 
spiraled into unrest in Noumea and 
neighbouring towns. Protesters, 
including many minors, looted and 
set fi re to stores, gas stations, phar-
macies, and cars. On 16 May French 
lawmakers voted in favour of the 
bill despite the ongoing unrest.

On 23 May French President 
Emmanuel Macron vowed not to 
force the electoral reform in New 
Caledonia and gave local political 

parties several weeks to secure its 
general approval and calm down 
the protests.

The controversial bill provides 
for lowering the residency bar for 
voting rights for people living in 
New Caledonia to 10 years. Pro-
independence forces say it would 
dilute the share of the vote held by 
indigenous Kanak people who make 
up about 40 per cent of the popula-
tion. As it is, only those who were 
on the electoral register during the 
1998 Noumea Agreement, which 
gave the territory a greater degree 
of autonomy, and their children 
have the right to vote.
Sputnik 

Blame China?
Vijay Prashad

NATO’s recent Washington 
Declaration contains a section 
that is puzzling. It says that 
China “has become a decisive 
enabler of Russia’s war against 
Ukraine.” The term “decisive 
enabler” has attracted signifi -
cant attention within China, 
where the government imme-
diately condemned NATO’s 
characterisation of the war 
in Ukraine. 

China’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lin Jian said that 
NATO’s statement “is ill-motivated 
and makes no sense.” Shortly after 
Russian troops entered Ukraine, 
China’s Wang Wenbin of the For-
eign Ministry said that “all coun-
tries’ sovereignty and territorial 
integrity should be respected and 
upheld.” 

This is precisely the opposite 
of cheerleading for the war, and 

since then China has put forward 
peace proposals to end the war. 
Accusations that China has supplied 
Russia with “lethal aid“ have not 
been substantiated by the NATO 
countries, and have been denied 
by China.

Lin Jian asked two key ques-
tions at the 11 July 2024, press 
conference in Beijing: “Who exactly 
is fueling the fl ames? Who exactly is 
‘enabling’ the confl ict?” The answer 
is clear since it is NATO that rejects 
any peace negotiations, NATO 
countries that are arming Ukraine 
to prolong the war, and NATO 
leaders who want to expand NATO 
eastwards and deny Russia’s plea 
for a new security architecture (all 
of this is demonstrated by German 
parliamentarian Sevim Dağdelen in 
her new book on NATO’s 75-year 
history). 
From ‘NATO Accelerates Its Confl ict 
With China’, Globetrotter 
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The world’s poor suffer and die 
as 1.5 °C breached

Graham Holton

Extreme weather events have had a 
tragic impact on the poor. This global 
killer aff ected nearly 6.3 billion peo-
ple, 78 per cent of the world’s popula-
tion, during 31 days of extreme heat. 
From Palestine and Syria to South 
East Asia, large regions experienced 
temperatures over 40°C for days. 
The heat was particularly diffi  cult for 
outdoor workers and people living 
in refugee camps, informal housing, 
and slums. Marginalised communi-
ties and minority ethnic groups had 
higher death tolls. Since COP28 in the 
United Arab Emirates, four extreme 
weather events have caused US$41 
billion in damages and killed more 
than 2,500 people. 

In Myanmar over 1,500 people died from 
heat-related causes and more than 150,000 
homes were damaged or destroyed. In 
Thailand, 30 people died from heat stroke. 
Parts of Brazil recorded 700 mm of rain, up 
to half the average annual rainfall, killing 
more than 100 people. In Kenya, fl oods and 
heavy rainfall took the lives of 559 people 
and displaced 212,630. 

Cyclone Remal forced 800,000 people 
in Bangladesh and 110,000 people in India’s 
West Bengal to evacuate, killing 69 people. 
In south and southwest Asia, fl ooding killed 
214 people and caused US$850 million in 
damages. In Saudi Arabia, where the tempera-
ture exceeded 50C° in Mecca, 1,300 Muslim 
Hajj pilgrims died from heat-related causes.

Davide Faranda, researcher at the Insti-
tut Pierre-Simon Laplace in Paris, said that 
“this planetary fever is causing widespread 
heatwaves, droughts, cyclones, and fl oods 
which can be directly attributed to human 

greenhouse gases emissions and that are 
causing enormous human and economic 
damages.” 

This is six years earlier than expected. 
The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) in its The AR6 Synthesis 
Report: Climate Change 2023 report warned 
that temperatures were likely to reach 1.5°C 
above 1850 levels by 2035, and described 
overshooting 1.5 °C as “beyond planetary 
limits in which natural, animal and human 
life has fl ourished for millions of years.” In 
his address to the UN General Assembly in 
2018, Secretary-General António Guterres 
cited World Meteorological Organization 
(WMO) fi gures showing that the past two 
decades are the twenty warmest years since 
1850. “Climate change is moving faster than 
we are.” 

Mohamed Adow, Director of Nairobi-
based think-tank Power Shift Africa, said the 
death of 12,000 livestock and destruction of 
thousands of acres of crops in Kenya alone 
is “devastating to people’s lives and ability 
to feed their families.” Professor Joanna 
Haigh, former Co-Director of the Grantham 
Institute at Imperial College, London, said: 
“Climate change is clearly having a hugely 
harmful impact around the world this year.” 
Professor Doreen Stabinsky, College of the 
Atlantic, Maine, said: “The impacts of the 
climate crisis continue to get worse for some 
of the world’s most vulnerable people through 
record temperatures and costly extreme 
weather events.” The city’s urban poor will 
be increasingly exposed to fl ood risks.

The human body cannot tolerate a core 
temperature above 43C. 99 per cent of 
people die at that threshold. Scott Dennin 
professor of atmospheric science at Colorado 
State University, writes: “If it’s too humid, 
your sweat doesn’t evaporate, and then the 

outside of your skin can’t get cooler than the 
inside of your skin. Metabolic heat builds up 
inside your body and leads to a very high 
fever, heat stroke and death.”

Women represent 80 per cent of those 
displaced by extreme weather. A majority 
of 130 studies,have found that women are 
more impacted by climate-linked health 
issues due to climate change than men, due 
to maternal and perinatal health reasons. 
Women are 14 times more likely to die in a 
climate disaster than men. 

Lower-income populations depend on 
agriculture, which is vulnerable to chang-
ing climate, leaving the poor increasingly 
exposed. By 2030 up to 200 million people 
in India will be living in areas experiencing 

lethal heatwaves. With increased heat and 
humidity, workers will tire more easily, 
needing to take more breaks, aff ecting their 
daily labour productivity. This means that 
by 2050, some parts of India would not be 
able to work during a third of annual day-
light hours. 

Climate change could trigger harvest 
failure in multiple locations, resulting in 
global food price increases. This would hurt 
the world’s poorest communities, especially 
the 750 million people living below the inter-
national poverty line. Climate scientists warn 
that increased warming, and its associated 
risks, can only be thwarted by achieving Net 
Zero CO2 emissions by 2050. 
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Just Stop Oil vows resistance 
after activists jailed for 
21 years over Zoom call

UK: JUST STOP OIL (JSO) 
vowed to press on with civil 
resistance after fi ve of its 
activists were handed record 
jail sentences for attending a 
Zoom call.

Judge Christopher Hehir set a 
disturbing precedent after he jailed 
the activists for a total of 21 years 
at Southwark Crown Court.

They were convicted of ‘con-
spiracy to cause a public nuisance’ 
for co-ordinating a peaceful action 
on the M25 that aimed to press the 
government to halt new oil and gas 
licences.

Judge Christopher Hehir jailed 
JSO co-founder Roger Hallam for 
fi ve years.

Daniel Shaw, 38, Lucia Whit-
taker De Abreu, 34, Louise Lancas-
ter, 58, and Cressida Gethin, 22, 
each received four-year sentences.

They are the harshest sentences 
handed out for peaceful protest in 
British history.

The activists had spoken on 
a Zoom call trying to recruit vol-
unteers for the action, which led 
to gridlock on the motorway in 
November 2022.

A reporter from the Sun news-
paper infi ltrated the call, and passed 
recordings to police.

At the trial, Judge Hehir banned 
information about climate break-
down from being entered into 
evidence.

He ruled that climate issues 

were “irrelevant and inadmissi-
ble,” dismissing them as “political 
opinion and belief.”

When the defendants honoured 
their oaths and told the jury the 
whole truth about their actions, the 
judge had them repeatedly arrested 
and jailed throughout the trial.

Judge Hehir also ordered the 
arrests of 11 other activists who 
silently held signs outside the court 
saying: “Juries deserve to hear the 
whole truth.”

A Just Stop Oil spokesperson 
called it a “show trial,” but remained 
undeterred: “We will be taking 
action this summer, nothing’s going 
to change with regards to that.

“Everybody needs to be focusing 
on this critical issue that faces us 
all, because we’ll regret it in years 
to come if we don’t.”

Policy Exchange, an oil indus-
try-funded think tank, helped draft 
the Police, Crime, Sentencing and 
Courts Act under which the protest-
ers were sentenced.

Campaign group Climate Resist-
ance stressed the urgent need for a 
legal system that has the “interests 
of people, not polluters, at its heart.”

A spokesperson called on the 
new Labour government “to take 
every step possible to secure the 
immediate release of our comrades 
and repeal these horrific anti-
protest laws.”

UN special rapporteur on 
environmental defenders Michel 

Forst said the verdict marks a dark 
day for “anyone concerned with 
the exercise of their fundamental 
freedoms” in Britain.

“How a sentence of this mag-
nitude can be either reasonable, 
proportional or serve a legitimate 
public purpose is beyond compre-
hension,” he said.

A spokesperson for Extinction 
Rebellion said: “Defendants are 
sworn to tell the whole truth.

“Jurors should be allowed to 
hear the truth and take that into 
account during their deliberations.

“This is more evidence that 
our system is broken and that the 
same powerful interests that have 
corrupted our politics have also 
corrupted our legal system.”

RMT (Rail, Maritime and 
Transport Workers union) presi-
dent Alex Gordon wrote that while 
the activists received jail time for 
planning peaceful action, “no-one 
has been tried (let alone punished) 
for the 2017 Grenfell fi re which 
killed 72.”

Judge Hehir has previously 
given suspended sentences to a 
police offi  cer who had sex in a patrol 
car with a drunk woman he off ered 
to take home, and a man who delib-
erately crashed a car into the gates 
of Downing Street and possessed 
indecent images of children.
Morning Star 

Calling all readers

Give us 
a laugh

The Guardian – the Workers’ Weekly 
is in need of cartoonists, or 

humourists

If you can draw a cartoon, tell a joke, 
or write up a quick parody, 

send it to us at editor@cpa.org.au

Perth
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William Briggs

United States Secretary of 
the Treasury, Janet Yellen, 
is, in her own words, ‘wor-
ried.’ What is keeping her 
awake is the growing fear that 
the US dollar, long a weapon 
used by America to maintain 
economic control and hegem-
ony, is losing its power. She 
expressed her concerns when 
addressing the US House 
Financial Services Commit-
tee. She confessed that there 
is a problem. 

The problem is this: how can 
the global status of the dollar be 
protected when economic sanc-
tions imposed by US imperialism 
are steadily pushing countries to 
fi nd ways of by-passing the dollar. 
An obvious answer would be to 
not push other countries around 
in the fi rst place. That’s not how 
the USA operates.

Yellen explained that “we have 
very powerful sanctions that are 
available because of the important 
role of the dollar in international 
transactions.” She then admitted 
that the more the US uses sanc-
tions, the more countries look 
for ways to engage in fi nancial 
transactions that don’t involve 
the dollar.

Recently US has imposed sig-
nifi cant fi nancial sanctions on Iran 
and Russia. The purpose has been 
to punish and to send a message 
to other states to toe the US line. 
These sanctions can be added to 
those imposed on Syria, Cuba, 
and the DPRK. Is it surprising 

that the USA is accused of weap-
onising the dollar? Is it surprising 
that the BRICS group of countries 
is growing so rapidly, and that 
these economies are actively seek-
ing ways to move away from the 
Western fi nancial system? 

BRICS has expanded well 
beyond the initial countries of 
Brazil, Russia, China, and South 
Africa, to include Egypt, Ethiopia, 
Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the United 
Arab Emirates. There are currently 
nearly 40 countries seeking mem-
bership. BRICS members account 
for 45 per cent of the world’s 
population, and 33 per cent of 
total global GDP. This grouping 
will surpass the economic power 
of the US and its economic allies.

There is also a growing push 
towards the use of local currencies 
to settle trade deals. ASEAN states 
have acknowledged that it is time 
to reduce their dependence of the 
dollar. This is a threatening move 
as far as the USA is concerned. 
A regional currency bloc could 
easily become as signifi cant as 
the Eurozone.

US economic hegemony has 
been all but unchallenged since 
the end of WW2. In 2020, 74 per 
cent of all Asian exports were 
conducted using the US dollar as 
currency. That dollar is becoming 
more expensive given the problems 
being experienced in the global 
capitalist economy and especially 
given the state of the US economy. 
Local currencies are becoming 
more and more an obvious choice.

It is hardly a secret that the 
United States has widely misused 

its long-standing dollar domina-
tion. The US has often sought to 
escape domestic economic crises 
by manipulating markets to shore 
up a faltering US economy. The 
dollar has also been used as a 
weapon with which to ‘punish’ 
states who do not toe the US line. 
Countries have been seriously 
sanctioned and isolated from the 
universally accepted dollar-pay-
ment system that has for decades 
shaped global economics.

All of this has led to a grow-
ing sense of dissatisfaction with 
the United States’ economic 
domination. 

Just two years ago, Yellen was 
confi dent enough to claim that 
“I don’t think the dollar has any 
serious competition and it’s not 
likely to for a long time.”

The dollar has been the only 
currency for global transactions 
for almost eight decades, but in 
the last twenty years its share of 
global reserves has slipped from 
73 per cent to 58 per cent. Things 
just keep getting worse for the USA 
as global banker and it is, surprise, 
surprise, tied to the heavy-handed 
way that American imperialism 
deals with the world.

Enter rapidly expanding 
BRICS. This does not mean that 
the new bloc is setting about to 
destroy US capitalism. Far from 
it. These economies recognise 
that they are operating within a 
global capitalist market. What it 
does signal, however, is that the 
world is less prepared to bend the 
knee to US wishes and demands.

It must be remembered that 
the BRICS group have yet not 
moved to introduce a common 
currency, although it is said to be 
high on the agenda for the next 
BRICS summit later this year. The 
NASDAQ stock exchange has said 
that  any alternative common cur-
rency “would weaken the power 
of US sanctions, by reducing the 
infl uence of the dollar globally 
… As more countries would seek 
alternatives to the dollar this 
would only accelerate the trend 
toward de-dollarisation.”

Yellen is right to be worried. 
The US grip on the global econo-
my is weakening and its days are 
clearly numbered. 

USA: Postal workers are involved in the nation’s largest con-
tract battle, as the American Postal Workers Union (APWU)
fi ghts for an improved collective bargaining agreement set to 
replace the current one which will expire in September. The 
agreement currently covers over 190,000 postal workers 
across the country. APWU has cited landmark union move-
ments such as those of autoworkers and UPS Teamsters 
last year as inspiration for their drive to improve industry 
standards. The APWU has also denounced government and 
Supreme Court attacks on democratic, workers’, and women’s 
rights. 

South Sudan: A malaria vaccination campaign has been 
launched across South Sudan following the receival of 
645,000 doses of the R21 vaccine from Gavi, the Vaccine 
Alliance. South Sudan’s Health Minister has announced the 
program will primarily target children between 18 months 
and 5 years of age. Currently, South Sudan faces around 2.8 
million cases of malaria each year, resulting in almost 7,000 
deaths annually. South Sudan is now among the 8 countries 
in Africa to introduce malaria into the routine immunisation 
system. The vaccine will be implemented alongside other 
reduction strategies such as long-lasting insecticidal nets. 

El Salvador: El Salvador’s government has announced a new 
investment scheme in energy development, with the public 
sector set to invest US$1.5 billion in the next fi ve years. Head 
of the Lempa River Hydroelectric Executive Commission 
Daniel Alvarez has stated that with private investment, the 
total amount spent on energy development could reach up to 
US$3 billion. Renewables have taken up the bulk of planned 
spending, particularly geothermal energy at around US$500 
million, however money has also been assigned to oil and gas. 

China: Foreign Ministry Spokesman Lin Jian has spoken out 
against the USA’s spreading of false information to discredit 
China’s human rights situation and justify arbitrary visa restric-
tions on Chinese offi cials. Lin Jian has labelled the move 
“serious interference in domestic affairs” and has announced 
that China will impose its own visa restrictions on US offi -
cials who promote sanctions and slander against it. Lin Jian 
has cited the United Nations’ unanimous approval of China’s 
report to the fourth Universal Periodic Review as evidence 
that the international community recognises China’s commit-
ments to human rights development. Chen Xu, permanent 
representative of China to the UN in Geneva, highlighted the 
progress of 30 new measures for human rights protection. 
China has denounced the USA’s hypocritical use of human 
rights as a “big stick” to interfere with the domestic affairs of 
other nations, while Washington does nothing to address its 
own worsening human rights. 

Germany: In a move reminiscent of the Cold War, the 
German and US governments have announced that from 
2026 Germany will host Washington’s long-range missiles. 
The decision has been explicitly cited as a move to contain 
“resurgent Russia.” European legal and political experts have 
remarked upon the lack of public discussion preceding this 
decision, including within the Bundestag. The move demon-
strates the subservience of the German government to US 
and corporate military interests rather than the wellbeing of its 
own citizens. 

Europe: As many members of the EU continue to spiral 
towards the far-right, Denmark and Germany have introduced 
new laws which expose Europe’s continued dedication to 
imperialism. Denmark has introduced a law restricting the use 
of foreign fl ags, with some exceptions. While a case regarding 
the fl ying of a US fl ag was cited as justifi cation for this law, it is 
hard to consider the restriction anything other than an attack 
on Palestinian solidarity and immigrant communities. This law 
comes at the same time as new German legislation, which 
introduces an additional requirement for German citizenship. 
Applicants must make an explicit statement supporting the 
right of Israel to exist, meaning that German citizenship is now 
equated with support for a foreign settler-colonial state.

Global Briefs

International

'De-dollarisation' 
and US capitalism
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Cost of Living Crisis, 
Cooperative Supermarkets 
and capitalism
Dear Editor,
A recent report on cooperative super-
markets on the ABC found that people 
could reduce their weekly shopping 
bill by more than half by shopping at 
cooperative supermarkets as opposed 
to Coles or Woolworths. This report 
added to the belief that the corpo-
rate supermarkets are contribut-
ing to the cost-of-living crisis being 
experienced by many Australians by 
the model under which they operate, 

being maximising return on invest-
ment by shareholders and to achieve 
this they must exploit their suppliers, 
their consumers and their workers. 

The corporate supermarkets try to pay 
the lowest price to their suppliers, charge 
the highest prices to their customers and 
pay their workers as little as possible, which 
in turn maximises return on investment to 
shareholders. This has also led to concern 
that this in turn is fuelling infl ation as it leads 
to prices being higher than they need to be.

A similar process is occurring in the 
housing and rental market which con-
tributes to housing stress and infl ation. It 
does this through developers, builders, and 
landlords all operating on the premise of 
maximizing profi t by setting the prices of 
land, rent, and houses based on what they 
market can bear.

Does this contribute to infl ation? Yes as 
the price of rentals and the cost of housing 
frequently increase above the underlying 
rate of infl ation – and often increasing at 
eye watering and heart breaking rates of 
between 10 and 20 per cent per annum. 
As long as someone is prepared to pay 
that rent, buy that land or house, then 
this state of aff airs will continue. As one 
will quickly realise, the fi rst and only lever 

which the Reserve Bank Board uses is to 
either increase interest rates or leave them 
on hold has zero eff ect on controlling infl a-
tion but contributes to the further aggra-
vation of the cost-of-living crisis and the 
homelessness crisis being experienced by 
the majority of Australians.

There are solutions to this but not ones 
that the two major political parties – which 
help to prop up this state of aff airs and 
capitalism – are prepared to undertake. At 
present only 1 per cent of Australians shop 
at cooperatives and if this number would 
increase to the levels experienced in some 
European countries where over 40 per cent 
of people shop at cooperatives, then the cor-
porate supermarkets would need to lower 
their profi t margins to remain competitive. 
There is a large Asian supermarket in my 
neighbourhood in Perth where I have seen 
this operate for some fruit and vegetables. 
The prices of certain items are half of what 
they are for the same items at the Woolworths  
about 1 kilometre away. These high prices 
caused by the operation of the capitalist 
system also contribute to other ills of society 
such as the climate crisis and the domestic 
violence crisis.

Would it therefore be benefi cial for all if 
Australians adopted a system that did not 

require the operation or existence of capi-
talism? There is such a system. It is called 
socialism, and the workers own and manage 
the system of production to satisfy use values 
rather than exchange values.

Yours truly
Richard Titelius

17 July 2024
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Book Review

Who’s Minding the Farm
by Patrice Newell

Rethinking industrialised farming in Australia
Graham Holton

Australia’s system of industrialised mass 
food production requires a total rethink. 
Patrice Newell, a farmer from NSW, argues 
that agriculture needs to align with the 
health sector, as well as land management. 
Our bodies need healthy food to remain 
healthy. This is at odds with corporations 
that see farms as a means of profi t max-
imisation. Australian agriculture accounts 
for 55 per cent of Australian land use, 426 
million hectares. The total primary pro-
duction is worth $61 billion. It account-
ed for 13.6 per cent of goods and services 
exports in 2022/23, 72 per cent of our food 
is exported, and agriculture constitutes 2.7 
per cent of our GDP. 

In Queensland 20 per cent of its greenhouse gas 
emissions are produced by land usage. Soil Science 
Australia in 2019 estimated that Australia’s soils 
are valued at $930 billion per year, making soils 
our most valuable natural asset. Yet soils and the 
agricultural landscape have been degraded since 
the introduction of industrialised agriculture with 
overuse of fertilisers and herbicides. 

In 2017 the Australian federal government 
launched National Food Waste Strategy to halve 
food waste by 2030. It is estimated that $20 bil-
lion worth of food, one third of all food produced, 
is wasted every year. Food sent to tips as landfi ll 
emits greenhouses gases. One third of all food 
produce ends up dumped in rubbish tips. Fruit and 
vegetables are rejected by the chain stores, based 
solely on appearances, This means 30 per cent of 
fertilisers, water and energy used in food produc-
tion are also wasted. Patrice Newell estimates that 
trillions of kilo joules of energy are wasted every 
year in the agricultural sector, by produced food 
that is thrown away. This is massive food wast-
age at a time when families are struggling to put 
enough food on the table. 

Australia grows so much surplus food that 
grain is kept in silos and sprayed with fungicides 
to stop vermin spoiling it. Vegetables are frozen 
and canned and stored in warehouses. Meat is 
kept in cool rooms for years. 

Agriculture makes up 74 per cent of Australia’s 
water consumption. We do not need more farming 
land, we only need to stop wastage, to stop con-
suming huge volumes of synthetic fertilisers and 
herbicides, and to improve our soils with biomass. 
The Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines 
Authority still approves glyphosates (Roundup) 
despite it being banned in many countries.

In 2015 the UN formulated 17 sustainable 

Development Goals, but did not include soils. Aus-
tralian agriculture is dominated by what Newell 
calls “drug-addicted industrial agriculture in this 
epoch of agricultural imperialism.” It is a monoc-
ulture system requiring synthetic chemicals such 
as pesticides, herbicides, and fertilisers to produce 
large agricultural outputs with little regard to their 
environmental impact. Australia’s agricultural 
sector is the third biggest emitter of greenhouse 
gases, after electricity and transportation. Changes 
are happening with 68 per cent of broadacre farms 
minimising tillage and 65 per cent having reduced 
reliance on pesticides and fertiliser.

Newell travelled across Australia and the world 
to see alternatives to industrial monoculture farm-
ing and how this is improving soils and ecology, 
producing better foods, and treating workers better. 
One way to provide stable carbon sequestration, 
building up soil structure and fertility, is through 
biochar being buried in the soil. Organic mass 
and waste plant material, such as crop residuals, 
are converted into biomass. For every tonne of 
biomass, slowly pyrolyzed using thermo-chemical 
technology,  350 kg of biochar and 400 litres of 
pyroligneous acid (acetum lignorum) is produced 
which has commercial usage. Biochar is pelletised 
and sold as fertiliser without the harmful impact 
of synthetic fertilisers. 

The International Energy Agency (IEA) has 
calculated that for bioenergy to produce 20 per 
cent of global energy by 2050, the world needs to 
increase biomass production by 400 per cent. In 
contrast to industrialised farming, the International 
Federation of Agriculture Movements (IFOAM) 
produces healthy soils that improve ecosystems 
and the quality of food that people consume, by 
using natural products to produce organic food. 

The Hidden in Plain Sight report (2017) showed 
that 4,300 people were brought into Australia to 
work on farms, many in despicable conditions. This 
forced governments into action. The federal and 
NSW governments passed the Modern Slavery 
Act 2018 to improve working conditions. Instead 
of farms employing low-paid low-skilled workers, 
the Willing Workers on Organic Farms (WWOOF) 
helps workers fi nd small organic farms to get 
useful experience and better treatment. In 2021 
the agriculture sector employed 239,000 people.

Tim Flannery, noted scientist and conserva-
tionist, called Newell’s book, an “engaging account 
of sustainable farming down under.” So it is. 
Who’s Minding the Farm is highly entertaining, 
easy to read, and introduces new ideas that will 
help people understand our precious agricultural 
sector and what it takes to get healthy food onto 
our table. 
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Julia
Clare Marino
“I will not be lectured about sexism and misogyny by this 
man; I will not ... If he [Abbott] wants to know what misogyny 
looks like in modern Australia, he doesn’t need a motion in 
the House of Representatives, he needs a mirror. That’s what 
he needs.”

The words of former Prime Minister Julia Gillard, delivered 
in the Australian parliament over a decade ago (9 October 
2012), struck a powerful chord. The speech was reported 
around the world at the time and continues to stand out as a 
marker in Australian political history. 

Now the misogyny speech is a play, Julia, by acclaimed 
writer Joanna Murray-Smith. Like Gillard’s words at the 
time, the play is about so much more than the political spar-
ing between Gillard and then leader of the opposition Tony 
Abbott.

Julia, commissioned by the Sydney Theatre Company artistic 
director Kip Williams, explores the political and social climate 
in the lead up to the famous speech. Even for those who 
closely watched the political landscape at the time, to have 
the blatant gendered abuse against Gillard set out piece by 
piece before us is still disturbing.

You might remember when Gillard was pilloried as “delib-
erately barren” (by Liberal MP, Bill Heffernan) or when 
conservative shock jock Alan Jones said her recently 
deceased father died of shame over his daughter. There were 
the images of Abbot standing in front of placards describing 
Gillard as a witch and “Bob Brown’s bitch.” 

Those were the more obvious examples of the gendered 
double standards and disrespect. But the play does a brilliant 
job of describing the smaller, insidious examples of sexism, 
that Gillard endured. In one sharp aside, Gillard, played by 
Justine Clarke, notes that her fi rst major media interview 
becomes a discussion of her kitchen and the absence of 
bananas in her fruit bowl.

The attacks on Gillard were driven by the conservative side 
of politics and the Murdoch press, but some also came from 
her own party.

While the play is not a celebration of Julia, it is overwhelm-
ingly positive and critics have noted that it gives little time 
to some of her more controversial and damaging decisions, 
including those that disproportionately impacted women. 
Gillard’s refusal to back marriage equality and her cut to the 
single parent pension are mentioned, but not in depth.

The play also tries – and fails – to justify Gillard’s opportun-
istic and cruel decision to resume offshore processing of 
refugees on Manus Island and Nauru.

The story deals gently with Gillard’s fl aws, but the real 
villain of the piece is Australia’s entrenched social and politi-
cal misogyny. Misogyny, defi ned as contempt and hatred 
of women and prejudice against them, is the bedrock of 
patriarchy.

The play builds up to Gillard delivering the speech itself. In it 
she quotes the leader of the opposition, Abbott, saying that 
“people who hold sexist views and who are misogynists are 
not appropriate for high offi ce” and says that if he believes 
this, he should surely resign. 

The speech is now twelve years old but as distressing as 
Julia the play is, the words of Julia the ex-prime minister still 
ring true. It’s not the leader of the opposition that needs a 
mirror it’s the Australian bourgeois political system and 
broader society that needs a refl ection to see its own deeply 
ingrained misogyny.
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Graham Holton

The Queensland branches of the Communist 
Party of Australia conducted a successful and 
fruitful National Education Class this June in 
Nambour. Besides analysing the Communist 
Manifesto and Lenin’s writings,we also exam-
ined the writings of Angela Davis, especially 
her well-known Women, Race and Class. After 
a lively debate we concluded that the text is 
very useful for other schools.

Today Angela Davis is known as a revolutionary 
civil rights activist and author of scholarly writings 
on Black US history. Her connections with the Black 
Panthers and the Communist Party of the USA were 
used against her during her trial where she was 
accused of murder, kidnapping, and criminal con-
spiracy. California governor Ronald Reagan pushed 
for her conviction. 

The 16 months Davis spent in jail gave her an 
understanding of the racist prison-industrial-com-
plex which solidifi ed her socialist beliefs and com-
mitment to Black liberation. She wrote that the US 
prison system had to be dismantled, as the majority 
of people in prisons are there, not because they are 
vicious felons, but because the poor are unable to pay 
fi nes, pay bail, or are in possession of small amounts 
of drugs. After the death of George Floyd, the Black 
Lives Matter protests used Davis’s, “It is not enough 
to be non-racist, we must be anti-racist,” as its unof-
fi cial tagline.

Her pioneering 1981 book Women, Race & Class 
remains relevant today. Davis applies Marxist analysis 
to the intersectional relationship of capitalism with 
race, gender, and class. She demonstrates how white 
male supremacy and class exploitation has interacted 
to uphold and reinforce the global system of oppres-
sion and social inequality.

Davis covers topics including the fi ght for Black 
suff rage; working class Black women and domestic 
labour; the strong ties between the long history of 
falsely accusing Black men of rape and the history of 
lynching and incarceration of Black men, as well as 
reproductive rights and the appropriation of birth 
control by eugenics. Poor Black women are triply 
oppressed, by class, race, and sex. Davis begins with 
an account of slavery in which virtually all Black 
women were fi eld hands. This gave their free female 
descendants a legacy of hard work, perseverance, self-
reliance, and insistence on sexual equality, “for a new 
womanhood.’’ Davis sets this against contemporary 
Black women’s issues of rape, reproductive freedom, 
housework and child care. 

In Frederick Engels’ Origin of the Family, Private 
Property and the State, gender inequality accom-
panies the advent of private property. Housework 
became associated with ‘women’s work,’ resulting in 
the devaluation of domestic work. After World War II 
media portrayed domestic work as the natural voca-
tion of all women.

Black women have been harder hit by such 
exploitation due to their race as well as class. In the 
US, maids and domestic cleaners are predominantly 
Black women or migrants. 

Davis argues that the feminist movement was co-
opted by racism, eugenics, and transphobia. Through 
socialism the Black community can build alliances and 
create an understanding of their common oppression 
and thereby unify and triumph against the ruling 
class. For Davis, “Freedom is a constant struggle,” in 
which Black women in the US must be committed to 
solidarity and the socialist movement, as the ruling 

class attempts to use social diff erences to create divi-
sion and mistrust to weaken the movement. In a 2017 
speech, Davis declared, “I’m not a feminist! I am a 
revolutionary!”

Davis argues for the de-sexualisation of domestic 
labour, which should be incorporated into the indus-
trial economy. Socialised housework would require 
large government subsidies for the working class to 
access such services. Child care should be socialised 
as should meal preparation. Housewives should be 
paid, as they produce a commodity for the household. 
The replenishment of workers’ labour-power is a 
prerequisite for the process of social production, by 
maintaining the production of all classes. 

According to the Women’s Bureau of US Depart-
ment of Labor Domestic workers, domestic staff  are 
home care workers, house cleaners, and nannies, who 
provide specialised care to households and families. 
There are more than 600,000 domestic workers 
employed directly by private households, of which 
women make up 82 per cent of personal care aides, 
95 per cent of maids and housekeepers and 97 percent 
of childcare providers.

In 1981 Davis wrote on themes relevant in the 
1970s. One issue at the discussion was that there was 
not enough written about LGBTQ+ issues.

Forty years later some may see weaknesses in her 
text, yet it remains a very useful Marxist analysis, 
which will prove useful in Education School discus-
sion groups. 

Angela Davis 
in Queensland

Women, Race & Class, as well as Blues 
Legacies and Black Feminism, and Women 
Culture & Politics, all by Angela Davis are 
available at our online shop section. See 
cpa.org.au/product-tag/angela-davis/
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The terror that Israel has unleashed 
on the population of Gaza grows. The 
suff ering of the people grows. Star-
vation and disease haunt the land. 
Israeli planes and tanks continue 
their ruthless work. Such relentless 
and wanton destruction against civil-
ian targets has not been seen since 
the end of WW2. Listing individual 
acts of Israeli aggression, of individ-
ual atrocities, has become an almost 
impossible task.

The invasion forces have bombed nine 
separate schools which had been provid-
ing shelter for thousands of homeless and 
traumatised Palestinians. Gaza City, the 
Bureji refugee camp in central Gaza, the 
Al-Nuseirat refugee camp, have all been 
bombed and shelled. 

FALSE PROMISE
The much-vaunted US military pier that 

was to provide aid to Gaza has now been 
dismantled. Operating for only 20 days, 
the pier delivered a miniscule amount of 
the air needed. Vice Admiral Brad Cooper, 
deputy commander of US Central Command 
described this sham as having achieved its 
intended eff ect and called it an ‘unprec-
edented action.’

While this ‘unprecedented’ work was 
under way, the food crisis continued and 
accelerated.

Aid organisations have warning of 
impending famine. It’s becoming reality. The 
Israeli bombardment has now resulted in an 
almost total destruction of Gaza’s access to 
fresh water. The amount of water available 
in Gaza has dropped by 94 per cent since 
Israel’s invasion. This is a direct result of 
deliberate attacks on infrastructure targets 
by Israeli forces. There have been, on aver-
age, fi ve attacks on water and sanitation sites 
every three days since October invasion.

15 litres of water a day is what’s needed 
for basic survival. Average water consump-
tion per head in Australia ranges between 
160-200 litres a day. Gazans are existing 
on just 4.75 litres of water a day, less than 
a single toilet fl ush for drinking, cooking, 
washing and cleaning. 

DELIBERATE ATTACKS
The deliberate targeting of water and 

sanitation facilities is a calculated tactic of a 
regime bent on the elimination of the popula-
tion. As much as 70 per cent of Gaza’s sewage 
pumps and all of its wastewater treatment 
plants have been destroyed.

Remaining wastewater treatment stations 
in central Gaza have shut down because of a 
lack of fuel. Local authorities have warned 
that roads ‘will be fl ooded by wastewater’ 
and that 700,000 displaced civilians, would 
be at risk of sewage-borne diseases.

POLIO
Polio infections are now breaking out in 

Gaza. Poliovirus has been found in sewage 
samples. The intensely overcrowded camps 
where people are seeking shelter are at 
immediate risk. The UN children’s agency, 
UNICEF, has verified the presence of 
polio. The Israeli health ministry has also 
acknowledged that poliovirus type 2 has 
been detected in Gaza.

Israel’s response is a further indictment 

of the genocidal nature of the regime. The 
Israeli health ministry stated that they were 
‘monitoring and evaluating necessary steps 
to prevent the risk of disease in Israel.’ For 
the Israeli government, there are lives worth 
saving and there are Palestinian lives!

WEST BANK
Gazans are bombed, starved, and threat-

ened with disease on a daily basis. Israel’s 
behaviour in the occupied West Bank also 
places the existence of the Palestinian people 
and their state in enormous danger.

Since October 2023, more than 500 
Palestinians in the occupied West bank have 
been killed by settlers and the army. Hun-
dreds more have been injured. At least 1,285 
have been displaced. 641 buildings have been 
destroyed. Fifteen farming communities have 
been “cleared” by settlers. More land has 
been seized in these 10 months than in the 
preceding 20 years. Palestinians are being 
systematically deprived of a chance to earn 
a living. Ethnic cleansing is accelerating. 

The illegal occupation of the West Bank 
has never been accepted by Palestinians. 
The territory is the base upon which a 
new and viable state rests. The Palestin-
ian Authority which technically governs 
the West Bank has hailed a ruling by the 
International Court of Justice (ICJ) declar-
ing that the Palestinian territory occupied 
since 1967 is ‘illegal’ and that it must bring 
its presence in that territory to an end ‘as 
rapidly as possible.’

The court ruled that Israel must end 
its control of these areas, halt all new set-
tlement activity, repeal all legislation that 
maintains this unlawful occupation and 
make reparations for damage caused by 
“wrongful acts,” like home demolition and 
illegal settlements. The ruling also obliges 
Israel to ensure that there is no ‘impediment 
to the exercise of the Palestinian people of 
their right to self-determination.’

ANNEXATION THREAT
The ruling cannot be enforced. Even so, 

the response from Israel has been furious. 
Netanyahu immediately declared that “the 
Jewish people are not occupiers in their own 
land … not in the land of our ancestors in 
Judea and Samaria” and that “the legality of 
Israeli settlement in all the territories of our 

homeland cannot be contested.” So-called 
‘moderate’ opposition fi gure Benny Gantz, 
also denounced it. 

Israel’s extreme right-wing Finance 
Minister Bezalel Smotrich has demanded 
that Netanyahu move to annex the entire 
West Bank if the ICJ fi nds “the settlement 
enterprise” illegal. While there has been no 
direct move to offi  cially annexe the West 
Bank, the Israeli Knesset voted overwhelm-
ingly to reject the establishment of a Pales-
tinian state. This confi rmed what Netanyahu 
has repeatedly stated; that there is no room 
for an independent Palestinian state in his 
thinking. The resolution declared that a 
Palestinian state would pose “an existential 
danger to the State of Israel and its citizens, 
perpetuate the Israeli-Palestinian confl ict 
and destabilise the region.”

None of that is true. The source of the 
confl ict can be found in Israel’s refusal to 
consider a Palestinian state. The region is 
“destabilised” by Israel. The innocent are 
proclaimed guilty. The victims are proclaimed 
to be the perpetrators.

Netanyahu remains intensely unpopular 
on the streets of Israel, but there is a total 
lack of meaningful political opposition. The 
resolution passed in the Knesset with 68 votes 
in favour and just nine against it.

REJECTING PEACE
Palestinian anger was palpable, even if 

they would not have been surprised at the 
actions of the Israelis. Mustafa Barghouti, 
the Secretary-General of the Palestinian 
National Initiative, called the resolution  
“a rejection of peace with Palestinians and 
an offi  cial declaration of the death of [the] 
Oslo agreement.” The Oslo Accords were 
co-signed by the leadership of Israel and 
Palestine in 1993. They called for a viable, 
independent and sovereign Palestinian state 
to be established alongside Israel.

Palestinian Authority offi  cial Hussein al-
Sheikh was another to immediately condemn 
the Knesset vote, saying that the rejection by 
Israel ‘confi rms the racism of the occupying 
state and its disregard for international law 
and international legitimacy, and its insist-
ence on the approach and policy of perpetu-
ating the occupation forever.’

Such responses by Israel wilfully dis-
regard the just aspirations of Palestinians. 
They treat the demands of the international 
community for peace and justice with con-
tempt. Israel can do this because it has 
“ironclad” support from the USA, regard-
less of any show of concern from the US 
or its allies. 
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Israel steps up attacks

Yemen attacks Tel Aviv
Yemen’s Houthi militia kicked off a guerilla campaign of ship seizures, 
missile and drone attacks targeting ‘Israeli-linked’ merchant ships and 
the Israeli Red Sea port of Eilat in November 2023, vowing to continue 
their operations until Israel halts its operations in Gaza. The asymmet-
ric confl ict has seen several rounds of escalation.
The Houthis dramatically escalated their operations against Israel 
early on 19 July, fl ying a large, explosive-laden drone into downtown 
Tel Aviv and slamming it into a building 100 metres from the US Con-
sulate.
The Houthis say Friday’s attack was carried out by the Yafa, a mys-
terious new ultra long-range airplane-style drone with radar-evading 
capabilities.
Sputnik


