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AN INJURY TO ONE
IS AN INJURY TO ALL

Central Committee Statement

Employer organisations and major
political parties are preparing an all-out
offensive to slash wages and rid work-
places of trade unions, beginning with
the most militant and class conscious.
The corporate monopolies are leading
the charge starting with the construc-
tion industry, with ALP legislation that
makes no union, workplace, or work-
er safe from their profit-driven plans.

The current attack on the CFMEU via its
Construction and General Division is just the
beginning. The Construction and General Divi-
sion of the CFMEU and the Maritime Union
of Australia, in a message to their members,
referring to the legislation before Parliament
states:

“The Construction and General Division
of the CFMEU and the Maritime Union of
Australia remain united in exposing this
politically motivated, backdoor attack,

to undermine and threaten the rights of
construction workers.

“In an industry where abuse and

the exploitation of power is already
weaponised by employers against
workers, and where health and safety
run a distant second to their profits and
schedules, this legislation furthers the
danger faced by construction workers
daily and leaves them exposed to the
criminality and corruption the legislation
ironically purports to stamp out.

“Our strength as genuine trade unionists
is in our unity. Both Construction and
General and the MUA will do everything
within our collective power to secure an
outcome in the best interests of CFMEU
members.”

The current ALP Administration Bill is an
extraordinary and unprecedented piece of pro-
posed legislation that sets up the destruction
of trade unions based on media speculation
and unfounded charges alone.

“This Bill is the thin edge of the wedge,”
note the unions. “What is stopping govern-
ments from applying similar legislation to
other industries outside construction?

The CPA contends that nothing will stop
this happening if the legislation is unchal-
lenged. The coalition is already eyeing off this
approach, where no union will be safe once
big business gets their media mates to make
assertions of impropriety in order to destroy
any union they wish to target at the time. The
ALP is setting the stage again for coalition
escalation of anti-union policy.

The bill to kill unions

The CPA calls on its members and workers
across the country to work within their unions
and across the broader movement to campaign
for unions to oppose this treacherous legisla-
tion and ruling class attempt to completely
destroy the trade union movement.

One of the key challenges is to build and
strengthen the labour movement. It cannot
be left to the nurses to fight for public hospi-
tals, for teachers to defend public education,
manufacturing unions for manufacturing
sector jobs, building unions for trade union
rights, pensioners for a pension increase, the
unemployed for their rights.

It cannot be left to the CFMEU alone to
defend construction workers and fight anti-
union legislation that will affect us all. As the
union saying goes: “An injury to one is an
injury to all.”

The Communist Party of Australia is call-
ing for:

« Withdrawal of the Administration Bill
federally and in all states
Withdrawal of the Fair Work Application
to the Federal Court
 The Construction and General Division
to be allowed to carry out its own
investigation into any legitimate
allegations
For maximum trade union and
community solidarity with the CFMEU
and any other union under attack

An attack on all workers and trade
unions needs to be fought by all.

Communist Party of Australia
Central Committee

(See page 3 for more on this disgraceful deal)

UPDATE

IT'S NOT OVER

» Contact your MP and let
them know you oppose this
legislation

» Contact the Greens and thank
them for opposing it

» Contact your union and tell
them you want them to show
solidarity

* Join in any pro-CFMEU
demonstrations you can

threats
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No union
will be safe

The Guardian

has a podcast

Search for “Communist Guardian Podcast” or use the QR code
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Backyards and

neighbours

A backyard is a private place. Your backyard
is yours and not anybody else’s. How about your
country’s backyard?

For more than a century, the USA has seen Latin
America as its backyard. That’s why the US came
up with ‘the Monroe Doctrine,’ which set out very
clearly that the USA considered Latin America its
private business and would look angrily on attempts
to ‘interfere,” meaning that any other countries
which related freely with Latin American countries
would have to have US permission first. That’s also
why there has been a long history of the US directly
or indirectly interfering in the countries that make
up Latin America. They’ve propped up dictators,
bankrolled or encouraged coups, and generally
supported oppression, torture and murder as long
as it worked towards US interests.

That attitude is also why the US is still punish-
ing Cuba for overthrowing a dictator in 1959 and
daring to have an independent foreign policy, with
sanctions that have cost Cubans dearly in lives and
deprivation. The US has also sanctioned Venezuela
and tried to impose unelected presidents on it, ever
since Cuba-friendly Hugo Chavez became president.
If anyone else deals with Cuba, the US will sanc-
tion them too.

This attitude is only for the US though. The
so-called Land of the Free doesn’t think China or
Russia get to have interests in countries outside
their borders, however close.

Australia doesn’t have a Monroe Doctrine, but
has always seen the Pacific as its backyard, or
rather as an area it runs with the permission of ‘big
friends’ (the US after WW2, the UK before that).
Australia had control of Papua New Guinea until
1973, and has taken a neo-colonial interest in PNG
and other Pacific countries too. We’ve sent troops
and police to the Solomons, East Timor, and Fiji

Australia and the US have had huge tantrums
over the prospect of Pacific nations showing ac-
tual independence. We may not call the Pacific our
‘backyard, but we act like it is. Our politicians and
media get very upset when Pacific nations actually
act independently with regard to China. Australia
has also shown its colonial attitude, by joining
AUKUS, an alliance with our English speaking
‘big friends’ instead of working on friendship with
countries in the Pacific.

How does this affect working people in Australia?
How does it affect you?

Well, because both our major parties support the
US idea that it has to be the most powerful country
in the world, the taxes of working people are going
to support the most expensive deal Australia has
ever signed, AUKUS. That will be almost half a
trillion dollars by the time it’s finished. The money
will come from our taxes and from things our gov-
ernment will say it can’t afford because AUKUS is
costing it so much.

You might think you’re a long way from the US
and the countries it thinks are US business, but
because the Australian ruling class has tied us to
the USA, you’re right in the middle of it, paying for
the privilege of helping the ‘big friend.’

It doesn’t have to be like this. The Communist
Party of Australia supports an independent foreign
policy, a world where we live in a neighbourhood,
not anyone’s backyard. That’s possible. It would
also be cheaper and safer.

Guardian

Labor fails
on schools

The 2024 NAPLAN results
have delivered a damning
indictment on the failure of
governments to fully fund
public schools and show, once
again, the urgency of the Alba-
nese government delivering on
their pre-election promise for
public schools to be funded at
100 per cent of the Schooling
Resource Standard.

NAPLAN is just one measure
of student achievement, however
its data adds to the large evidence
base about inequality and the
unacceptable achievement gaps
between students from different
backgrounds.

Correna Haythorpe, Federal
President, AEU said the 2024
NAPLAN results highlight the fact
that the decade-long delays in fully
funding public schools have left
“priority cohorts” of the country’s
most vulnerable students without
the essential funding needed for
teaching and learning.

“Australia cannot close achieve-
ment gaps without closing resourc-
ing gaps. It is long past time for
governments to close the resource
gaps impacting on public schools,”
said Haythorpe.

The 2024 NAPLAN results
show that:

Achievement gaps for First
Nations students and non-Indig-
enous students are wider in year 9
in writing and numeracy than they
are in year 3.

More than 90 per cent of First
Nations students in the Northern
Territory have been assessed as
“needing additional support” across
a range of domains.

Achievement gaps for stu-
dents from low Socio-Educational
Advantage (SEA) households and
high Socio-Educational Advantage
households are wider in year 9 in
writing and numeracy than they
are in year 3.

Students from low SEA house-
holds are eight times more likely
than students from high SEA
backgrounds to require additional
support in numeracy than their
high SEA peers.

Whilst the percentage of stu-
dents from high SEA backgrounds
who “need additional support” in
reading is smaller at year 9 (3.9 per
cent) than year 3 (4.6 per cent), the
percentage of students from low
SEA backgrounds who need addi-
tional support in reading increases

by more than 6 times from 4.5 per
cent to 29.8 per cent in year 9.

Of significant concern is the
number of First Nations students
who were assessed at the “needs
additional support” level in read-
ing (at 34 per cent) and numeracy
(at 33 per cent), almost four times
the number of non-Indigenous
students.

According to Haythorpe, the
results show that “the current fund-
ing system is leaving the students
with the highest levels of need with-
out the support they need to thrive,
which is completely unacceptable.”

Haythorpe also pointed out that
the government’s recent funding
ultimatum to state governments
will not close the public school
funding gaps.

“We need urgent action now
with a full 25 per cent from the
Commonwealth and 75 per cent
from state and territory govern-
ments to ensure that all schools
are funded at 100 per cent of the
Schooling Resource Standard.”

“As a nation, we cannot leave
the most vulnerable students with-
out the resources and support they
need to fulfil their potential.”
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Australian Marxist Review: new issue!

Issue #77 celebrates the relaunch of World Marxist Review with a reprint
of its inaugural editorial as an important development in the regeneration of
the international communist movement. It brings forward an article on the
development of the Marxist Leninist understanding of the national question
through the experience of the Soviet Union and other socialist countries,
and presents the national question as a theoretical concept that has evolved
in the light of practice, very relevant to Australia’s national question. It also
continues the interviews that commenced in AMR #76 with David Matters
and Sally Mitchell to deepen the body of work of recording oral histories of
veteran party members’ experiences within the communist movement.

Available from cpa.org.au/australian-marxist-review/
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The Labor government, in col-
laboration with the Coalition,
has passed legislation on 21
August aimed at decapitating
and destroying the CFMEU.
Doing the dirty work of con-
struction companies, the Alba-
nese government was at one
with the Liberals, the tradi-
tional party of the bosses, and
agreed to amendments tough-
ening the anti-union Admin-
istration bill.

The bill puts the CFMEU’s
Construction and General Divi-
sion and all of its branches into
administration.

The administration took effect
as soon as the Minister for Work-
place Relations Minister Senator
Murray Watt issued a scheme
spelling out the rules for the admin-
istration and the appointment of
administrator Mark Irving SC.

The legislation overrides all
provisions of the Fair Work Act,
the right to natural justice, and
the power of the Senate to pass a
motion disallowing a legislative
instrument — a law made by the
minister or delegated authority
under an Act.

UNPRECEDENTED
POWERS

The Minister’s scheme empow-
ers the administrator to:
« Terminate or suspend the
employment of CFMEU
employees including elected
union officials
Declare elected positions
vacant
Determine the timing of
elections of officers
Take disciplinary action,
including expelling members
from the union
Disqualify officers for any
period up to life without
the need to comply with the
union’s rules
» Manage and dispose of
property, spend the union’s
money, and have any power
or perform any function that
any official, branch, or division
could prior to administration
Alter the rules of the
CFMEU without the need for
membership approval

The bill to kill unions

« Employ people to assist him,
and delegate powers to them.

The original bill gave the
administrator the power to expel
members and disqualify union
officers for up to five years. The
Coalition’s amendments provide
for the possibility of permanent
disqualification from holding office
or representing members.

The administration period has
been amended from up to 3 years
to at least 3 years.

The administrator will control
everything as if he were the union.

There is retrospectivity: Irving
must ensure officers and employees
have complied with the law and
continue to do so, including before
the bill was passed. This includes
when the Australian Building and
Construction Commission (ABCC)
operated.

BANNED FOR LIFE

Wherever officers and employ-
ees of the union haven’t complied
with the law, now or in the past,
the administrator is required to
“ensure they are held accountable
for having not done so.” The bill
does not restrict the administra-
tor in instances where fines have
already been issued and paid.

It engages in the rhetoric of
fascism, introducing a category of
worker to be known under the Fair
Work Act as a “removed person.”
A “removed person” is an official,
employee, or union delegate who
is sacked, removed from their posi-
tion, suspended, or whose position
“otherwise comes to an end” during
administration.

Employees, officials, and del-
egates removed by the adminis-
trator (or resigning after 1 July
2024) cannot represent workers
in enterprise bargaining negotia-
tions anywhere, potentially for life.

“Removed persons” are not per-
mitted to run for any union office,
be appointed to any union office,
or work for any union, possibly for
life, without gaining permission
from the Fair Work Commission.

The penalty for breaching the
“removed person” provisions is
$187,800 (600 penalty units).

OVERRIDES LAW

The scheme of administration

Australia
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and the actions of the administrator
are not bound by the Fair Work Act
or the CFMEU’s rules even after
the administration ends.

The administrator has similar
draconian powers to the former
Australian Building and Construc-
tion Commission (ABCC) in being
able to compel people to provide
information, surrender documents,
and “provide assistance”. Penalty
for refusal is also $187,800.

The bill makes it a crime to act
in a way that prevents “another
person or body ... from taking action
under a scheme” or preventing the
administrator “from effectively
administering.”

Anyone attempting to defend
the union or its resources could
be subject to a criminal penalty
of 2 years in prison or a hefty
fine of $939,000 (3,000 penalty
units). This is backdated to actions

before 1 July 2024, prior to the
legislation.

Anyone who has been fined,
been the target of the ABCC, walked
off the job, called for ‘unprotected
action’ or has lost their right of
entry permit is likely to be targeted.

The administrator is indemni-
fied if he believes he was doing the
right thing!

The CFMEU pays for every-
thing — administration expenses,
remuneration for the administrator,
pays for people the administra-
tor appoints, and any other costs
incurred by the administrator.

This is members’ money. It does
not belong to the administrator.

The aim is to destroy the
union, disqualify militant offi-
cials from holding office in the
CFMEU or any other union for
life and destroy the union using
its members’ money.

Industrial relations law, other
laws and the Parliament are over-
ridden, with the administrator and
minister having unprecedented,
undemocratic powers.

This is far worse than dereg-
istration. The legislation has been
passed on the basis of allegations
— unproven allegations by corpo-
rate media with no right to the
presumption of innocence. The
union belongs to its members, not
an external administrator, govern-
ment minister, or the Fair Work
Commission.

The bill could be amended to
cover any other union.

This is an attack on all unions,
all workers, it will not stop at the
CFMEU.

It can only be defeated by a
united union movement and com-
munity support. @&

Irving will conirol everything
as if he were the union

Greens speak out on
‘dangerous precedent’

The Australian Greens have said Labor and
the Liberals have teamed up to ram through
rushed CFMEU legislation in an unprecedent-
ed attack on the rule of law.

The Greens say that by doing a rushed deal to
pass the flawed legislation, Labor and Liberal have
ensured Michaelia Cash will be able to appoint a new
administrator of the CFMEU if there is a change of
government.

Over the weekend the NSW Council for Civil
Liberties said the powers set out in Labor’s bill were
“far-reaching” and established a dangerous precedent
for the trade union movement and the rights of indi-
viduals to “natural justice and procedural fairness.”

Greens leader Adam Bandt said that “Labor and

the Liberals have just cut a deal to ram through flawed
and draconian laws that threaten fundamental rights.

“Civil liberties groups have rightly said this bill
is a threat to freedom of association and the rights
of all unions and membership based organisations.

“This bill means that if there is a change of gov-
ernment, Michaelia Cash could appoint Tony Abbott
to be administrator of one of Australia’s most signifi-
cant unions.

“The Greens told the government we were prepared
to negotiate on the legislation and seek to address
some of the serious concerns in the bill, but instead
Labor has worked with the anti-union, anti-worker
Liberals.” @&

Support

the Guardian
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Only 1 in 230,000
sexual harassment
victims get to court

The Australian Council of Trade Unions is
looking forward to broad support across the
Parliament for new laws that will “level the
playing field” by making it easier for victim-
survivors of workplace sexual harassment to
bring a legal case.

The ACTU is part of a broad coalition of over 85
organisations, the Power to Prevent coalition, including
National Legal Aid and the Kingsford Legal Centre,
advocating for the new costs model.

Victim-survivors currently face significant barriers
to justice. 11in 230,000 victim-survivors of workplace
sexual harassment end up bringing proceedings in
an Australian court, according to new analysis by
the ACTU.

The Australian Human Rights Commission esti-
mates that nearly 1 in 5 workers are sexually harassed
at work each year, yet only 444 cases have ever been
brought to court since 1984 according to research by
the ANU. This means that perpetrators are often never
held to account, and dangerous workplaces continue
to expose workers to dangerous behaviour.

The Parliament is due to consider the Albanese
government’s Costs Protection Bill this week. The Bill
would implement the 55th — and final — outstand-
ing recommendation from the landmark Respect@
Work Report.

The Bill removes one of the biggest deterrents
workers face when weighing up court action; the real
risk they may be left paying the other sides’ legal costs,
leading to significant debt or bankruptcy — which can
often run to tens of thousands of dollars.

The Bill’s new ‘equal access’ costs model will enable
workers to pursue their rights in federal courts, with-
out the fear of hefty court-ordered costs.

The new costs model will apply to all Common-
wealth sexual harassment and anti-discrimination
laws, and prevents federal courts from ordering an
applicant to pay a respondents’ costs, other than in
certain limited circumstances.

The model applies in a range of international
jurisdictions, including federal civil rights and anti-
discrimination law in the United States.

ACTU President, Michele O’Neil said that the bill
“will send a clear message that sexual harassment and
discrimination is unacceptable in our workplaces.”
National Legal Aid Chair, Louise Glanville pointed out
that this change “is especially important for individuals
in low-paid and precarious employment, which often
translates to lower awards of compensation that are
quickly eroded by legal costs in litigation.”

ACTU &

TAFE union members
walk out

Guardian

Victoria: Australian Educa-
tion Union (AEU) members in
TAFEs across the state walked
out on 21 August to put pres-
sure on TAFEs and the state
government in a 24 hour
statewide action. According
to AEU representatives, the
state government and TAFE
employers have failed to put
a fair and reasonable offer for
improved pay and conditions
on the table after more than
two years of negotiations.
Australian Education Union
data shows that Victoria’s TAFE
teacher shortage is expected to
worsen, as TAFE teachers across
Victoria’s 12 standalone TAFEs
stop work today to campaign for
improved pay and conditions. The
Victorian State of our TAFEs report,

based on a survey of 490 Victorian
TAFE teachers, shows 71 per cent of
TAFE teachers considered leaving
their job last year, citing concerns
about unsustainable workloads,
high stress, poor TAFE funding
and inadequate pay.

According to the report, 66 per
cent of teachers say their pay and
working conditions do not reflect
their professional value or the work
they do. Over half the teachers sur-
veyed reported that class sizes have
increased in the last two years and
could be a safety risk.

AEU Victorian Branch President
Meredith Peace said these figures
show that teachers and students
are bearing the brunt of the critical
issues impacting Victorian TAFEs.

“We have been at the negotiat-
ing table for more than two years
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1963-2023
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Take a look - open during office hours

trying to get a decent pay and
conditions deal that addresses our
concerns for TAFE, but time and
time again, the Allan Labor govern-
ment has failed to put an offer on
the table,” Peace said.
“Thousands of Victorian school
leavers will soon be making serious
decisions about their future, with
the majority looking to TAFE as
their preferred opportunity for
further education and employment.
At time of writing, TAFE teach-
ers were expected to rally outside
Premier Jacinta Allan’s electorate
office in Bendigo, while teachers in
Geelong were to rally outside Edu-
cation Minister for Skills & TAFE,
and Regional Development Gayle
Tierney’s office.
AEU &
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The country’s largest union, the Australian Nursing and
Midwifery Federation (ANMF), has welcomed new legisla-
tion which will deliver much-needed support payments for
student nurses and midwives undertaking mandatory clini-
cal placement training.

The Universities Accord (Student Support and Other
Measures) Bill 2024 means that for the first-time, eligible
means-tested undergraduate nursing and midwifery stu-
dents and diploma of nursing students will be paid $319.50
a week during their mandatory clinical and professional
training periods.

ANMF Federal Secretary Annie Butler said the payments
would better assist student nurses and midwives, struggling
with ‘placement poverty’ as they worked toward completing
their qualifications.

“Placement poverty is a real problem for students, who
are finding it increasingly difficult to finish their education,
in the midst a cost-of-living crisis,” said Butler. “They lose
their income from their regular paid jobs, and then need to
pay out for a whole range of other costs, such as travel and
tolls, finding an affordable rental property close to where
they’re training, parking, childcare, uniforms, and other clini-
cal tools they need for their practical training.

“We know it’s a huge financial and social burden on them
and it has resulted in increasing numbers of students failing
to complete their training and walking-away from the pro-
fession. That’s why these new payments will greatly support
students who need to complete their clinical placements
and also encourage a new generation of students into nurs-
ing and midwifery at a time of chronic workforce shortages
across the country.”

Israel's crime: The US, despite occasional statements
about withholding weapons, has consistently armed Israel
during this genocidal war.

Since 1948, the US has provided $130 billion worth of
weapons to Israel. Between 2018 and 2022, 79 per cent
of all weapons sold to Israel came from the US (Germany
supplied 20 per cent).

The US arms sales have come in deliberately small bunch-
es of under $25 million per sale so that they do not require
the scrutiny of the US Congress, and therefore public
debate.

From October 2023 through March this year, the US
approved 100 of these small sales, which amount to over $1
billion in weapons sales, including the GBU-39 bomb used
on a Rafah refugee camp and on the Al-Tabeen school.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: HMC Capital.

“The essential truth is that the Australian healthcare sec-
tor cannot operate without private hospitals.” So says Sid
Sharma, managing director of HMC Capital. HMC is a fund
manager with private hospitals in its portfolio. Sixteen pri-
vate hospitals have folded in the past 18 months and the
for-profit parasites are demanding more taxpayers’ mon-
ey to prop up their money-grubbing venture. As for Sid
Sharma’s “truth,” the fact is, without the more than $8 bil-
lion of public money the government hands over to private
health insurers, their private system would fall in a heap.
And if you thought the likes of HMC Capital was a curious
place to find hospitals, here’s a report on its balance sheet:
HMC Capital forecast 5 per cent earnings and distribution
growth this financial year as it booked higher income from
inflation-indexed rents and the “rentalisation” of newly com-
pleted projects, including hospital expansions. Real estate,
landlords, hospitals — it's all profits.
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AUKUS 2.0, the
end of Australian
sovereignty

William Briggs

The final nail has been driven into the coffin
of Australian sovereignty. A ‘new’ agreement
between the USA, UK, and Australia, described
as a significant AUKUS milestone has been
signed. An appalling document has been pre-
sented to the Australian parliament. A media
release from Defence Minister Richard Marles
described this milestone as an “agreement to
enable cooperation that is essential to Aus-
tralia’s capacity to safely build, operate and
maintain a conventionally-armed, nuclear-
powered submarine capability.” It is more a
millstone than milestone.

The statement says that “the agreement will enable
the UK and the US to transfer submarine-specific
material and equipment for Australia’s future nucle-
ar-powered submarines.” While Marles and Albanese
tried to put a positive spin on the ‘agreement’ the
sordid and demeaning details are there for all to see.

Days before Marles tabled the document, Biden
had written to the Speaker of the American House and
President of the Senate letting them know how things
were faring. His letter was sent immediately after the
AUSMIN talks. It reassured the US Congress that all
was well and that if things went awry, the Americans
could simply walk away. The same applies to the Brit-
ish component of the tri-partite agreement. This part
of the agreement is not reciprocal. Australia is locked
in for another 50 years!

Biden’s letter to Congress acknowledged that the
“new” AUKUS agreement contains secret and undis-
closed “political commitments.” While these ‘com-
mitments’ remain a guarded secret, the president did
disclose that the agreement allows for the transfer to
Australia of “naval nuclear propulsion plants” — small
nuclear generators. The agreement serves the United
States well, but strips away any remaining Australian
national sovereignty.

There is a specific provision in the agreement that
will permit the UK and the US to ‘intervene’ in any
arrangements between Australia and the International
Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA). In 1974 Australia
signed an accord with the IAEA on non-proliferation
of nuclear weapons. That accord now appears to be
sitting on a very shaky foundation.

Marles was quick to declare that when Australia
gets nuclear-powered submarines, they “will set
the highest non-proliferation standards through
the AUKUS partnership.” He called the agreement
“unequivocal that, as a non-nuclear weapons state,
Australia does not seek to acquire nuclear weapons.”
How unequivocal the agreement will be if the US wants
otherwise, we’ll see.

AUKUS 2.0 as it’s called, was only revealed to the
parliament and the people after our US masters had
time to digest the news and come to terms with the
degree of subservience that their ally has exhibited.
Marles and Albanese were then able to make public
this bright new dawn of military cooperation. Marles
called the new arrangement “an important step” and
said that it “builds on the significant progress that has
already been achieved.”

The Minister was right about one thing. It is a
significant document. Australia is committed to the
AUKUS deal until 2075. For Australia it’s a binding
treaty. It is not binding on either the UK or the USA.
Either of these ‘partners’ can walk away with one
year’s notice.
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Lawyers expect
damning results in gender
pain gap inquiry

Medical negligence experts are
warning that the results of the
gender pain gap inquiry, initi-
ated by the Victorian govern-
ment, will be a wake-up call to
those without the lived expe-
rience of the way women and
those who are assigned female
at birth are often treated with-
in the health care system.

Practice Leader in Medical
Law at Slater and Gordon, Bridie
Walsh, said that in her day-to-day
work she frequently sees women
falling through the cracks of our
medical system.

“Despite consistent advance-
ments in medicine and healthcare,
many women continue to face
challenges when seeking care and
treatment in Australia.

“We like to think we have
progressed past the idea of taking
women’s pain less seriously. But
medical negligence lawyers have
still seen a large number of cases
involving things as serious as
missed or delayed diagnosis of
cancer.

“When I speak to my female
clients who have had their pain
dismissed or under-treated, what
I find tragic about so many of these
instances, is these women knew
something was wrong and for
whatever reason were not listened
to or did not feel they could speak
up,” Walsh said.

A recent study by the Victorian
government found that one in three
women had experienced insensi-
tive and disrespectful practitioners
who left them feeling dismissed
and unheard.

“It’s important to remember
that research has historically
focused on men. Women were often
dismissed as ‘hysterical,” and once
doctors even believed that a woman
could be ‘cured’ of her ‘hysteria’ by
removing her uterus.

“While we’ve come a long way
since those times, the flow-on
effects of devaluing women’s pain
persist in the form of ‘medical
gender bias’ by some practition-
ers,” Walsh said.

Medical gender bias routinely

leads to a denial of pain, lack of
pain relief and associated treat-
ment for women.

“It’s incredibly positive to see
this bias acknowledged by the
government. I expect the results
of the inquiry will be no shock to
people who identify as women
or were assigned female at birth,
and quite a shock for those who
don’t, or haven’t seen it firsthand
through work.

“Acknowledging there is an
issue is the first step to resolving
one. The Victorian Department of
Health has made the important
first step of recognising the differ-
ence men and women experience
in healthcare.

“More work needs to be done
in taking girls’ and women’s pain
seriously, listening to their expe-
riences of our healthcare system,
and responding to these findings
with tangible and effective change,”
Walsh said.

Slater and Gordon &

Sydney Remembers
Hiroshima/Nagasaki
1963- 2023

An Exhibition
Denis Doherty

The exhibition presently on show in the atrium of Sydney Trades
Hall in Sussex Street consists of three parts. Firstly, there
are large posters which were organised and produced by the
Japanese groups who supported the Hibakusha, the survivors of
the atomic blasts. The second element is fabric items — banners
and the like. The third element is the collection of the posters
prepared for each year’s event over most of the 60 years. The
Hiroshima Day Committee of Sydney with the help of the archivist
at the Trades Hall Neale Towart have put together a most stun-
ning display of artefacts from a sixty-year campaign to rid the
world of nuclear weapons.

The exhibition was opened on 8 August by Henry Rajendra the
President of New South Wales Teachers Federation (NSWTF).
Henry mentioned that the NSWTF was “a union with a long his-
tory in supporting the peace movement and driving the peace
education and activism”. The Hiroshima Day Committee acknowl-
edged the important support that the NSWTF had given over the
years and was keen for all to know of their great work.

Henry went on to explain how they have developed “peace con-
tacts” in each local teacher association and have backed that
up with trade union training for those elected to be peace con-
tacts. He reiterated that the NSWTF stands by the position of the
ACTU that Australian Government should take immediate steps
to secure peace in Gaza.

“The Federation is appalled by the rising death toll in Israel’'s War
on Gaza. We maintain our condemnation of all forms of attack on
civilians by Israel and Hamas.”

He added that the NSWTF opposes AUKUS, and repeated the
slogan “peace will always be union business.” In the case of
NSWTF, teaching union members can say that with pride, as they
take their responsibilities seriously.

He went onto to quote the 1982 resolution from their annual con-
ference which is just as relevant today as it was 42 years ago:
“Conference opposes the involvement of Australia in the US
military strategy through bases, landing rights for bombers and
facilities for nuclear-armed vessels. These facilities apart from
infringing the sovereignty of our country, make Australia a poten-
tial target in the event of a nuclear war.”

“We educate for peace not war.”

Henry reminded the audience at the launch that in 1947, Sam
Lewis the then president of Australian Teachers Federation
attended a conference of UNESCO in Mexico. “Not long after
he came back he declared ‘All wars are fought against children.’
Sam ensured this concept was embedded into the political psy-
che of the NSW Teachers Federation.” The NSWTF has an
annual Sam Lewis Peace Award which gives children in NSW
public schools an opportunity to express a message of peace
and tolerance and hope through art.

Sam Lewis was a prominent member of the Communist Party.

The exhibition is open during business hours in the Trades Hall
atrium. If you can go there, take a few minutes and check out the
history of what ordinary people have worked on over the years.
Take time to relive the issues of yesteryear — banning the bomb,
expelling US bases, wars create refugees, NMD, Jabiluka, urani-
um mining, and many other topics, all still relevant.

The exhibition demonstrates the grit exhibited by civil society
as they acted to ban atmospheric testing, underground testing,
French Tests in the Pacific, all testing. They reduced the stockpile
of nuclear weapons from over 60,000 to less than 5,000. They
along with the International Campaign to abolish nuclear weap-
ons (ICAN) have secured the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons (TPNW), a UN treaty that has 70 signatures on it but
sadly not Australia’s. There is still a lot of work to do for peace. It’s
encouraging to see the work that has been done.
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In March 2023, the Sen-
ate established a commit-
tee tasked with the massive
job of looking into the cur-
rent state of Australia’s oral
health system. The com-
mittee received 168 sub-
missions and 17,592 survey
responses, and heard from
84 witnesses across 4 hear-
ings held in different parts
of the country. Evidence
was compiled into a lengthy
report, titled ‘A system in
decay: a review into dental
services in Australia.” As
you might have guessed,
the findings weren’t par-
ticularly encouraging.

The inquiry found that our
oral health has worsened in
the past 20 years. More Aus-
tralians have untreated gum
disease and tooth decay, and 1
in 3 adults have put off dental
treatment because of the cost.
Oral health is a major site of
health inequality in Australia.
Essentially, around half of us
have access to dental treatment
and have an acceptable level of
dental and oral health. The other
half do not.

Things are markedly worse
for people on a low income and
those who live in regional and
rural Australia, many of whom
live more than an hour away
from the nearest dentist. Public
dental is largely the domain
of the States and Territories,
though the Australian govern-
ment provides some funding
and oversight. This means
that when there’s an issue, the
state government points to the

Government won’t
bite the bullet on teeth

Australian government, who
points back at them, and no
one at all takes responsibility.

It is estimated that more
than a third of the Australian
population is eligible to receive
free public dental care delivered
through State and Territory
health programs, but that there’s
only enough funding for around
20 per cent of that group to
receive treatment. This means
that instead of 1 in 3 people
being able to access treatment
through the public system, it’s
more like 1 in 15 ... which is
assuming that they’re willing to
wait. Right now in NSW there’s
nearly 90,000 people waiting
for general dental treatment
through the public oral health
program. There’s no data avail-
able on the average wait time,
though we do know that the
longest wait is for people in the
Far West region.

Check-ups or early treat-
ment? Not a chance. This is a
system that is set up for failure,
and a long-term lack in invest-
ment into oral health leads to
worse outcomes for individuals
and for our health system more
broadly. It is a problem that
compounds over time, becom-
ing more painful and expensive
to treat.

The inquiry’s report made
35 recommendations for ways
that the Australian govern-
ment can improve access to
dental care, underpinned by the
principle that oral health is an
essential part of general health
and cannot be overlooked. Well,
more than 8 months later the

Australian government has
finally responded. Unfortu-
nately, their response can be
summarised as “we hear you,
but that all sounds expensive
and actually it’s not really our
responsibility.”

It’s little wonder that we
are all tired of hearing about
another inquiry, with another
stack of recommendations that
will be ignored. Meanwhile, it’s
estimated that 68 per cent of
people in aged care are either
malnourished or at risk of mal-
nourishment. Whilst there’s a
range of reasons for this, oral
health and ill-fitting dentures are
high on the list. The Royal Com-
mission into Aged Care Qual-
ity and Safety recommended a
Seniors Dental Benefit Scheme,
similar to the existing program
for children. The senate inquiry
into dental services echoed this
recommendation.

Beyond targeted programs,
there is broad public support
for dental to be included in
Medicare in some way. In the
meantime, State public dental
programs desperately need
investment. Our highly paid,
well-dentated elected officials
must stop passing the buck!
There’s been more than a dozen
national inquiries and reports
into dental and oral health since
1998. It’s time for the Austral-
ian government to put their
money where their mouth is,
and actually do something to
fill the gaping hole in our public
health system.

Combine Pensioners and
Superannuants Association &
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WA ‘climate bomb’,
only one answer

The WA Environmental Protection Author-
ity has recommended against Woodside’s
‘Browse’ gas project, making clear the choice
for the Albanese government: will it protect
our environment and a safer future for our
kids? Or back in one of the country’s biggest

carbon bombs?

Woodside wants to drill more than 50 gas wells
around the Scott Reef off the coast of the Kimberley in
WA, and pump gas along the ocean floor to the North
West Shelf / Karratha Gas Plant at the Burrup Hub for
export. If built, the proposed mega gas project would
be the Southern Hemisphere’s largest, and Woodside

Climate Council Head of Policy and Advocacy Dr
Jennifer Rayner said: “Browse will destroy habitats
for protected species like whales and turtles in the
short term, and unleash billions of tonnes of climate-
wrecking pollution in the decades ahead — it’s an
environmental disaster in the making.

“The answer couldn’t be clearer here: the Albanese

Climate Council

itself estimates it could add up to 1.6 billion tonnes of
carbon dioxide equivalent over its lifetime, or more
than three times Australia’s annual climate pollution.

government needs to say no to this mega-polluting
project so our precious places are protected against
further harm. This decision is the litmus test for the
government’s approach to gas, and Australians are
watching closely.”

Meanwhile, at
the other Guardian ...

Statement from Media Entertainment and
Arts Alliance Freelance Delegates

For 3 years, Guardian Aus-
tralia has refused to negotiate
a collective agreement with
freelancers. All we’re asking
for is a seat at the table.

The Guardian are great at
holding power to account until
they are the powerful one. The
Guardian cares about standing up

for precarious workers — until they
are the ones holding the cheque
book. They're all for workers’ rights
— until they’re the ones who need
to come to the negotiating table.
As freelancers we have negoti-
ated agreements at Overland and
Crikey. Nine newspapers have
agreed to sit down and negotiate

an agreement. News Corp have
agreed to give freelancers a say in
their engagement, why can’t the
Guardian?

It’s time for the Guardian to
walk the walk. Be true to your own
principles and progressive image.

Sit down with us. &

Homelessness
week 2024 -
homelessness
action now!

As Australia crawled out of the
coldest winter recorded for
more than five years, Home-
lessness Australia launched
its’ annual Homelessness
Week (5-12 August). Each
year there is much pomp and
ceremony surrounding the
not-for-profit sector’s self-
congratulatory Homelessness
Action Now! campaigns, with
online events, report launches,
and publicity stunts. Annual
fund-raising events raise mil-
lions of dollars, while organi-
sations like Mission Australia
are invited onto the ABC news
with claims that the housing
crisis is simply a supply issue.

These non-profit organisa-
tions call for state governments
to build more social (not public)
housing — Mission Australia is a
Tier 1 community housing pro-
vider. Meanwhile, the Victorian
state government continues with
its plans to tear down pre-existing
Public Housing towers.

The 81,093 short stay rentals
across Australia’s capital cities,
and the 1 million empty homes on
Census night 2021, are more proof

that the never ending Housing
Crisis is a manufactured political
choice. The non-profit sector serves
to further legitimise this status quo.

RAHU PROTEST FOR
HOMELESSNESS
WEEK

Grassroots organisations like
the Renters and Housing Union
have chosen to take a more direct
role in Homelessness Week, launch-
ing a protest encampment on a
nature strip in the City of Darebin.

Community members have
organised with the intent of raising
public awareness of the prolifera-
tion of housing instability — in 2021
an estimated 122,494 people were
experiencing homelessness in some
form, with Victoria having the high-
est rates of Aboriginal homelessness
in the country.

The community-driven encamp-
ment has included community-
building events, in addition to skill
sharing sessions organised to help
survive the struggles associated
with housing instability.

Renters and Housing Union &
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Global saline-drip shortage
shows a diseased capitalism

William Briggs

There is something terribly wrong
when something as basic as IV saline-
drip fluid is running short in all capi-
talist countries. There is probably no
greater sign that capitalism no longer
works. It is the same capitalism that
sees alienation, despair, austerity, and
inequality spiral out of control. It is the
same capitalism that drives the many
into poverty and want while creating
and cocooning a clutch of parasitic
multi-billionaires. It is the capital-
ism that prepares for war but cannot
ensure that hospitals are equipped
with basic equipment.

McDonalds has just announced that
they are having to reconsider pricing as
large numbers of their customers around
the world are staying away. It is not because
the people are looking for a healthy alterna-
tive. It is because even this fast, cheap and
unhealthy product is becoming an extrava-
gance. Millions of people in the ‘affluent’
West just can’t make ends meet.

Apologists for capitalism still refuse to
accept that it is has entered into a terminal
decline. They blindly and desperately cling
to the idea that it “self-corrects” and that
any problems are cyclical. The depth of the
crisis is of capitalism’s making. It is not self-
correcting. It can’t be. Any problems that
exist here, exist in all capitalist states. The
problems are the same. The working class
and increasingly larger sections of the middle
class are suffering.

Surveys of OECD countries show that
in recent years there has been a steady rise
in poverty in the great majority of states.

World Bank figures point out that since
2020 there has been a global increase in
extreme poverty. This has been the first
time in 25 years that such figures have been

hand received 54 per cent of all new wealth
that was created.

Marx wrote of the ‘immiseration’ of
the working class. The theory argues that
capitalist production seeks to reduce wage
growth relative to the rate of value that is
being created. Even when real wages rise,
this is still in proportion to the increase of
capital and capital is always the winner. As
Marx put it, “accumulation of wealth at one
pole is, therefore, at the same time accu-
mulation of misery, the torment of labour,
slavery, ignorance, brutalisation and moral
degradation at the opposite pole.”

There has been a steady shift in the ‘share’
of wealth between labour and capital over
the past 60 years and it has not favoured the
working class. In 1970 wages accounted for 60
per cent of the wealth pie. Today that share
is just over 50 per cent. Those who produce
the wealth get a smaller and smaller share.
OECD figures show a consistent growth in
income disparity across all developed capi-
talist economies. Today the top ten per cent
of the population in OECD states earn 9.5
times more than the poorest 10 per cent. That
ratio was 7:1in the 1980s, 8;1 in the 1990s,
9.1:1 and by 2022 it was 10.1:1.

Wage rises for 1.7 billion workers across
the world have not kept pace with rising
inflation. While the workers make do with
less, 95 food and energy corporations had
windfall profit rises of $306 billion last year.

Money is draining from the working
class to the ruling class. It is present in the
wages earned and taxes that are paid. What
we see in Australia is replicated across all
capitalist states. Taxes on the wealthiest
have tended downwards in all countries.
At the same time taxes on those who earn
the least, both direct and indirect through
mechanisms like the GST have risen in all
countries. Elon Musk pays 3 per cent tax.
An Australian worker earning $60,000 a

the new ‘generous’ Albanese tax breaks. The
state cuts services because rapacious capi-
tal demands a greater and greater share of
this wealth pie. Workers are forced to make
do with less. Governments cry poor while
spending ridiculously on the military. It is a
grotesque spiral into poverty for the people
and an orgy of wealth for the ruling class.

The latest figures in Australia show that
inflation is rising once again. The regulators
have been shown to be totally ineffective in
the face of a global crisis in capitalism. Far
from self-regulating, the result is a constant
and consistent immiseration of the working
class in all countries.

The crisis in housing that all Australians
are aware of is one aspect of a global crisis.
OECD reports show that high borrowing costs
are making home ownership all but impos-
sible for increasing numbers of people. The
same goes for renters. This is affecting those
on low wages, those with children, and older
people. Rents are often such that at least a
third of low-income tenants are spending
40 per cent of their disposable income on
rent. This figure is uniform across all OECD
countries.

Workers are spending more time at work
and being paid less. That is the harsh reality
of capitalism in its deepest crisis. The aver-
age Australian worker does an average of 5.4
hours of unpaid overtime each week. That
figure has been increasing. Casual and gig
workers are being forced to cobble together
an income from multiple precarious jobs.

Capitalism is not providing. The state is
not providing. When a fast-food giant like
McDonalds, that has built its market share
on producing dirt-cheap meals is having to
reconsider pricing because people are unable
to afford it, we can see how desperate the
situation is. When health services across the
world are unable to get supplies of IV saline
solution drips, then we can see the depth of

revealed. The extremely wealthy, on the other

year pays 16.6 per cent tax on average, after

the crisis. &

Musk
pays
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UK: Private school attacks workers

Contract cleaners at a top pri-
vate school for girls in London
are to strike over pay cuts.
The migrant cleaners at the
£24,000-a-year (AU$47,000)
James Allen’s Girls’ School (Jags)
in south London’s affluent Dulwich
area say their employer DB Services
cut their pay from £13.15 ($25) to
£11.55 ($22.00) an hour in July
after they voted to strike against
a reduction in working hours by
the equivalent of five weeks a year.
The cleaners are members of the

United Voices of the World (UVW)
union and voted unanimously for
strike action.

They will walk out on 2, 3, and
5 September.

The cleaners say that the pay
cuts were imposed with the full
knowledge of the school’s man-
agement, and that they have been
victims of union-busting.

They also say they have won
support from parents, former
students, and local residents in
the area.

UVW general secretary Petros
Elia said: “The excellent reputation
of Jags in education could not stand
in starker contrast to their appalling
reputation as an employer.

“The financial hardship they
have inflicted on the cleaners is
nothing short of cruel and callous.

“The cleaners’ decision to strike
is a last resort that demonstrates
their strength of feeling in this dis-
pute and should serve as a wake-up
call to Jags which now has a choice
to make: stop treating the cleaners

like the dirt they clean and pay them
what they’re worth or face endless
strike action.”

The cleaners want the resto-
ration of their working hours and
their pay. They also want to be
included in the school’s staff sick
pay scheme.

One of the workers, Gloria
Jeanina Chalaco Yanayaco, said:
“We all decided to go on strike
because we want respect in our
workplace, we want to feel valued
as people.

“They never took us into
account when they made the deci-
sion to cut hours and cut wages, and
this is a complete lack of respect.
We are people who simply want to
be valued for the work they do.”

Another cleaner, Rosa Garces
Chinche, said that the employers
were punishing the workers with
pay cuts for voting to go on strike
Morming Star &
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Venezuela’s Maria Machado:
what the media doesn’t say

Graham Holton

On 17 August large crowds in Caracas
demonstrated their support for the
presidency of Nicolas Maduro and
the United Socialist Party of Vene-
zuela (PSUV) as the winner of the 28
July 2024 election. It was one of many
demonstrations not shown by the US
and Australian mainstream media.
Instead, they gave air time to Maria
Machado, shown speaking at her Vente
Venezuela Party rallies, portrayed as
the real winner of the election, her
accusations against Maduro reported
uncritically. What is the truth about
Maria Corina Machado Parisca and
her right-wing party?

Machado was born in Caracas on 7 Octo-
ber 1967. In 2005 President George W Bush
welcomed Machado to the Oval Office as a
close US ally. The following year she was
hailed by National Review as “the best of
womankind and the difficult times many
women face around the globe.”

Machado’s candidacy started with the
2012 Venezuelan presidential election against
Hugo Chavez and his Bolivarian Revolution.
In 2014 she lost her seat after accepting the
position of a Panamanian diplomatic rep-
resentative to address the Organization of
American States (OAS), an act prohibited
under the Venezuelan Constitution. Machado
has accused Maduro of turning Venezuela
into a “narco state.”

The US press either doesn’t discuss the
devastating impact the US-imposed sanc-
tions have had on Venezuela, a clear viola-
tion of democracy, or depicts the sanctions
as the responsibility of Maduro and Chavez
before him. Also under-reported is right-wing

violence. In an attempt to overthrow the
Maduro government, violent far-right oppo-
sition actions, known as guarimbas, killed
nearly 200 people and injured dozens more
in 2014 and 2017.

In 2019, Machado was awarded the “Prize
for Freedom” from Liberal International, an
organization of liberal political parties. During
the Venezuelan presidential crisis of 2019,
Machado launched a second presidential
run if non-elected ‘President’ Juan Guaido
called for another election. Despite US sup-
port Guaido failed and was soon forgotten.

On 30 June 2023 Machado was disquali-
fied by the Comptroller General of Venezuela
for fifteen years, which was confirmed by
the Supreme Court of Justice six months
later. Unable to be the presidential candi-
date Machado was replaced by Edmundo
Gonzalez Urrutia. Now, the four main oppo-
sition parties, known as the Plataforma
Unitaria Democratica (PUD), are united
behind Machado.

Described as the “Iron Lady,” Machado is
staunchly anti-chavismo and anti-Bolivarian
Revolution, campaigning for “popular capi-
talism.” She sees herself as a centrist liberal,
rather than a radical right-wing politician,
as she is described by the left-wing media.
She supports the US and EU sanctions
against Venezuela, and has advocated for
foreign military intervention to overthrow
the Maduro government, seen as treason by
many Venezuelans. Machado supports the
privatisation of state-owned corporations
especially the national oil company PDVSA.
On gaining power, she said she will request
financial assistance from the International
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the Inter-Amer-
ican Development Bank (IDB).

The US has played a central role in

Maria Machado. Photo: Center for Strategic & International Studies —
flickr.com (CC BY-NC-SA 2.0)

Machado’s candidacy. The Biden admin-
istration has displayed such support for
her, that the US is accused of attempting
to orchestrate a coup. Venezuela’s Public
Ministry opened a criminal investigation into
Edmundo Gonzalez Urrutia and Machado
for “the alleged commission of the crimes
of usurpation of functions, dissemination of
false information to cause unrest, incitement
to disobey the law, incitement to insurrec-
tion, association to commit crimes and con-
spiracy.” Machado can only be prosecuted
by the Supreme Court.

Machado maintains ties with the right-
ist Popular Party of Spain, and has a special
relationship with the far-right Vox, described
as playing “central role in an emerging
reactionary international” unity, and calls
its head, Santiago Abascal, her “friend.”
The far-right parties of Europe and Latin
America support Machado.

The electoral authority is presently
recounting the tally of the 28 July election. If
she does gain power, Venezuela will have less,
not more democracy and sovereignty. @&

Wildfires rage, capitalism doubles down

Salman Zafar

British Colombia: Scientists
have been warning against the
catastrophic impact of burn-
ing fossil fuel for decades now.
Summers are becoming more
intense every passing year and
like much of the world, Can-
ada is witnessing uncontrol-
lable wildfires every season.

This was in plain sight for the
world to see in August, when the
town of Jasper, Alberta quite lit-
erally burned to the ground. One
third of the town’s infrastructure
was impacted, including the sewage
plant and hospital. Alberta Premier
Danielle Smith teared up while talk-
ing about the entire horror show.
But no such tears were shed during
her consistent support to increase
the production of fossil fuels, the

number one culprit for the climate
disaster.

British Columbia has not wit-
nessed destruction similar to that
of Jasper, but that province has
been home to some of the worsts
wildfires in the country in recent
memory.

In 2023, wildfires affected over
18 million hectares of forest in
Canada, with over 2 million hec-
tares in BC alone. The province had
a total number of 2,245 wildfires
in 2023, a staggering 38 per cent
increase from 2022. BC will publish
its complete wildfire summary for
2024 in autumn, but at the time of
writing there are over 400 active
ones with new ones starting daily.
Based on the 2024 numbers so far,
it appears wildfire season in BC
has not been as bad as 2023, but
that is hardly a cause for celebra-
tion. This can change quickly, and

often does, since BC shows no sign
of discarding fossil fuels.

One of the most common argu-
ments used to support the fossil
fuel industry, are the jobs it cre-
ates. This argument ignores the
subsequent destruction caused by
environmental disasters. People
are losing their homes, their liveli-
hoods and even their lives; those
who survive have lifelong impacts
to their health.

Evidence of how seriously Brit-
ish Colombia takes this issue was
provided earlier this year.

In May 2024, Vancouver hosted
the Canada Gas Exhibition and
Conference, giving hundreds of
LNG industry leaders the abil-
ity to network with policymakers.
Corporations like FortisBC and
Enbridge were heavily involved.
The main goal of this conference
was to discuss and promote the

Japanese
‘double

Japanese Communist Party
Secretariat Head Koike Akira,
in Nagasaki City, has said
that the city’s decision not
to invite Israel to its annual
peace ceremony “should not
be criticised.”

Koike was responding asked
by reporters about the decision of
Nagasaki City not to invite Israel
to the peace ceremony held on
Nagasaki A-Bomb Day.

Koike noted that the Nagasaki

Communists call out
standard’ on Israel

City mayor explained that he made
this decision in order to “ensure the
smooth running of the ceremony”
as the organiser of the event. He
added, “This explanation is reason-
able and should not be criticised.”

Regarding the fact that some
countries, including the US and the
UK, did not send their ambassadors
to the ceremony, Koike said, “The
British ambassador says the reason
for her absence is that Israel, unlike
Russia, is just exercising its right to

self-defense,” and added, “This is
clearly a double standard.”
Pointing out that the Israeli
attack on Gaza is an inhumane
campaign of genocide in violation
of the UN Charter and international
law, Koike said, “It is absolutely
unacceptable for the US, Britain,
and other countries that agree
with them to justify the Israeli act
as just an exercise of the right of
self-defence.”
Japan Press Weekly &

benefits of liquefied natural gas
(LNG), which is composed almost
exclusively of methane.

Methane is over 80 times more
harmful to the climate than CO2,
and the use of fracking to extract
it eventually dries out the already
dwindling supply of fresh water
from lakes and rivers. Over 9o per
cent of gas extracted in BC is done
via fracking, directly exacerbating
the climate catastrophe and wildfire
disasters.

However, while forests burn,
big corporations and banks get
soaring returns. The Royal Bank
of Canada was the world’s biggest
funder of fossil fuel development
in 2022, investing $41 billion. This
has the desired impacts to RBC’s
coffers, as it ended 2023 with over
$41 billion in profits.

Much like everything else under
capitalism, these profits are made

| WAS ONLY
FOLLOWING ORDERS

—_

over the carcasses of nature, human
lives, and biodiversity.

What transpired at Jasper this
season, and what has happened
in BC historically, is the result of
capitalism’s cannibalistic nature.
From the forests of the Americas
to Europe to Asia to Africa, there
is not a place on earth that has not
witnessed ecological disasters.

This cannot be stopped by
reforming capitalism. The only
solution to this is overthrowing
the system altogether and building
socialism, based on working-class
power, comprehensive democracy
and economic planning in the inter-
ests of people and planet.

Humanity has existed for thou-
sands of years, and capitalism is
a phenomenon only a few centu-
ries old. A better world is always
possible.
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President of Vietnam Té Lam in Hanoi, 2024, Photo: Wikimedia Commons — kremlin.ru (CC BY 4.0)

A Carruthers

New Vietnamese leader T6 Lam’s recent arti-
cle, ‘Resolving to Build a Strong Party, and a
Prosperous, Powerful, Democratic, Equal and
Civilised Vietnam,’ published on the occasion
of his assuming the Presidency and General
Secretaryship of the Party and the nation in
May, outlines some of his core concerns and
provides a glimpse into how he perceives Viet-
nam’s socialist path and the role of the CPV.

Here are five takeaways from T6 Lam’s article:

1. Hostile and reactionary forces want to
overthrow the CPV and the socialist regime
in Vietnam

T6 Lam writes that “Hostile and reactionary forces
have never given up their attempts to overthrow the
CPV leadership and the socialist regime in Vietnam.”
This sounds shocking, and as an admission up front
will startle some readers, but it’s true. The Western
alliance doesn’t like communist regimes. They want
them dead. They want them out. To recognise this
means also to recognise the importance of defend-
ing socialism and the system of socialist democracy.

2. Marxism-Leninism and Ho Chi Minh
Thought remain the guideline of the CPV

To play smart and avoid sabotage, T6 Lam advises
that the Party and the country stick to the fundamen-
tals, to what has worked for so long, to the tried-and-
tested: “Firmly adhering to Marxism-Leninism, Ho
Chi Minh'’s thought, the goal of national independ-
ence, socialism and the Party’s Doi Moi guideline.”

Note the procession here; from Marxism-Lenin-
ism, the foundations, to Ho Chi Minh, the country’s
founder, the roots of sovereignty and national libera-
tion leading then to the construction of socialism, and
the ‘Doi Moi’ period from the 1980s, moving from a
purely state-subsidy model to a combination of state-
ownership, and workers’ participation.

Vietnam’s socialist journey is a combination of firm
adherence to the fundamentals of Marxism-Leninism,
and a great creativity and dynamism that comes from
applying the thought of Marx, Engels, and Lenin to
the concrete national conditions of Vietnam and the
Vietnamese experience.

3. Self-reliance and the diplomatic arts
are paramount

T6 Lam urges that Vietnam persevere with the
“foreign policy of independence, self-reliance, multi-
lateralism, diversification, being a friend and trust-
worthy partner, an active and responsible member
of the international community.”

Managing the contradiction between independence/
self-reliance on the one hand, and being friendly, kind
and trustworthy on the other, is crucial in maintaining
the high-level art of socialist diplomacy.

4. Fighting individualism with morality
and civilisation

Within Communist Parties, which have very spe-
cific structures and ways of organising themselves,
problems of individualism, corruption, tribalism and
opportunism can be fatal. These problems can cause
splits; terrible in non-ruling Workers parties, but worse
in ruling parties. Splitting the Party can also split the
people, and turn the working class from the Party.

T6 Lam therefore implores Party cadres to avoid
this at all costs by intensifying Party building and
rectification, and persistently fighting individualism,
the degradation in ideology, ethics and lifestyle, cor-
ruption and negative phenomena in the Party.

Instead, T6 Lam advocates “morality” and “civili-
sation” for Party members of all levels, no matter who
they are, with no exception. His language is strong:
“From the Party Central Committee to party cells,
every cadre, every party member must make tireless
efforts to ‘preserve solidarity and consensus in the
Party like the pupils of their own eyes.””

T6 Lam is likely to continue the corruption crack-
down begun by Nguyen Phu Trong, to purify the Party
and rid it of negative phenomena by issuing a thor-
ough “rectification,” a making-things-right-again, a
correction of past wrongs.

It’s worth noting that communist theorists like
Ho Chi Minh and Kim Jong-Il have both spoken of
“communist morality” as an important component
in keeping the Party principled. This means a moral
responsibility to the people.

5. The world revolutionary cause is the
cause of the CPV and always will be

Lastly, To Lam vows that Vietnam will remain
committed to the “world revolutionary cause.”

This has been an enormous area of growth in
the ruling Communist Parties of the past ten years;
a renewed commitment to the global revolutionary
cause and the cause of bringing about Communism
across the whole world.

We can expect greater engagement with the Inter-
national Meeting of Communist and Workers’ Par-
ties (IMCWP), more involvement in bringing about
world revolution and the Leninist idea that socialism
is our final goal, encapsulated that old but stubbornly
universal phrase:

“Workers of all countries, unite! You have nothing
to lose but your chains!” &
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@ Global Briefs

COLOMBIA: President Gustavo Petro has signed a
decree prohibiting coal imports to Israel, citing the
humanitarian crisis in Gaza caused by Israel’s ongoing mil-
itary action. Pedro explained that the measure was taken
because “Colombian coal is used to make bombs to Kkill
Palestinian children.” A recent report by the UN Office for
the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs determined that
“32,333 Palestinians had died, of whom 9,000 were women
and 13,000 were children; that 1.1 million people were
experiencing food insecurity; and that 1.7 million people
had been displaced from their territories” since the begin-
ning of the hostilities.”

POLAND: Polish President Duda has signed legislation
that expands the use of weapons by the military, police,
and border guards. The new legislation also exempts them
from criminal liability for using live fire. The new law allows
the military to take part in operations within the country
in peacetime and sets out rules for the use of firearms in
these situations by troops. It also introduces an amendment
to the Polish Criminal Code that excludes criminal liability if
a soldier guarding the border fires a weapon in order to pro-
tect their life or the life of another person, even if it is done
in violation of existing rules. According to Duda, the legisla-
tion “will allow the border and other places to be protected
even more efficiently, while also increasing the safety of
the Polish soldier.” The leader of the Left parliamentary
group was among the critics of the legislation, saying that
it violates the Constitution, which places the priority on the
protection of human life, not the border.

BRITAIN: The Children’s Commissioner called for a “much
higher threshold” before police can strip-search minors.
She pointed out in her report that the number of strip
searches of children in England and Wales in 2022 was 42
per cent lower than in 2020. However, the data shows the
disproportionate number carried out on black children and
this “remains a crucial concern.” Black children were four
times more likely to be searched compared with national
population figures between July 2022 and June 2023. Half
of the 457 searches carried out on children over the peri-
od led to no further action, which calls into question “the
necessity of such an intrusive search in the first place,” she
said.

INDIA: The Communist Party of India (Marxist) demanded
the resignations of the health and home ministers of West
Bengal’s ruling Trinamool Congress. The demand was in
tune with similar demands of numerous rallies held across
the country after a brutal rape and murder of a junior doctor
in a public hospital in Kolkata. Doctors held a 24-hour strike
demanding justice and tougher laws to tackle epidemic lev-
els of violence against women.

GERMANY: Germany’s economic growth has reached a
historic low; the risk of recession has grown to 50 per cent.
According to the German Institute of Macroeconomics and
Economic Research, the probability for the German econ-
omy to fall into recession in the coming months already
amounts to 49.2 per cent. The German economy is stag-
nating, according to experts. The number of unemployed is
growing, and real wages in the country are now lower than
in early 2018.

SRI LANKA: The election commission has accept-
ed applications from a record 39 candidates to run in the
September presidential elections. The election comes while
the country is experiencing an economic crisis, and the
vote will be seen as a referendum on the economic reforms
initiated by the current president. The reforms have some-
what improved key economic figures, but many ordinary
people are still to see any improvements in their lives.
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Graham Holton

For those wanting a good intro-
duction to the rise of the far-right
in Latin America Latin America’s
Far Right Reborn is a must-read.
Founded in 1966, NACLA (The
North American Congress on Latin
America) produces reports on Latin
America and the Caribbean, examin-
ing US imperialism in the Western
hemisphere.

Reeling from the jackboot of military
regimes of the 1970s and 1980s, the Pink
Tide (marea rosa) swept across Latin
America in the 1990s. By 2023, 12 of the
19 countries in Latin America were run by
some of the most left-leaning politicians
in the world. Unfortunately, this is now
changing with the election of far right gov-
ernments in Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay,
and the Dominican Republic.

The rise of the socially conservative and
neo-liberal right has been accompanied by
an increase in political violence, aided by
social media.

Maria Corina Machado is the major
opponent of President Nicolas Maduro
in Venezuela. Her policies include the
mass privatisation of state-owned assets,
the creation of an Agency of Energy and
Oil, and social security, reforms she calls
“popular capitalism,” after Margaret
Thatcher. Machado has called for pressure
from foreign powers against the Maduro
government.

Paraguay has been long known for
its brutal dictatorships. Dictator General
Alfredo Stroessner was overthrown by
the Colorado Party and the armed forces
in 1989. Despite the move to democracy,
there have been three military rebellions
and the assassination of a vice president
since. The Colorado Party, also known
as the National Republican Association
(ANR), won all elections up to 2008, when
Fernando Lugo of the Patriotic Alliance
for Change (APC) party won the election.

The April 2023 election saw the end
of the parliamentary left, the Guasua
Front, which lost five of its six seats in
the Senate. It was displaced by Paraguayo
“Payo” Cubas’ National Crusade Party.

Guardian

Book Review

Latin America’s Far Right Reborn

The Colorado candidate, Santiago Pena,
former Finance Minister, and vice president
Pedro Alliana took office in August 2023.
NACLA contributor Lorena Soler writes
that Cubas is, “the perfect synthesis: he
hates the political class and the institutions
of democracy with a nationalism dressed
in fascist black.” His supporters were suf-
fering from “the deterioration of incomes
and well-being.” Cubas rejects democratic
institutions and politicians’ privileges, and
denounces the “ecological disaster caused
by live stock,” abortion, and equality in
marriage. Soler concludes, “He performs
economic sensitivity for those who do
not see a future. For all those for whom
the post-pandemic capitalist order plays
dirty tricks.” Cubas’ populism rejects the
political elites, who many see as the root
cause of their problems.

In Argentina far-right libertarian, Javier
Milei, was elected president in 2023. Many
observers saw Milei’s support as those
dissatisfied with the status quo rather
than support for his policies, similar to
Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil. The 2023 elec-
tion was held during an economic crisis,
with 140 per cent inflation and 40 per
cent poverty. Milei’s extreme nationalism,
and his attacks on globalisation and the
“culture wars,” are very popular. Milei’s
slogan during the election was “Freedom
or Communism,” seeing Communism as
a foreign influence in Argentina, despite
the long history of the Communist Party
in the country.

The economic crises following the
Covid-19 epidemic have created fertile
ground for the Far Right in Latin America,
which have mobilised the social discontent
towards traditional politics, in which the
political elite are seen as corrupt, inept and
subservient to “foreign” interests, although
the far right never minds selling a country
out to foreign corporations, or as Machado
does in Venezuela, openly calling for for-
eign forces to overthrow the government.

It is an ideology that has brought
together right-wing libertarianism,
nationalism, and appeals to economic and
national sovereignty against globalisation.
Australian readers will find a lot of it very
familiar. @&
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Zambia: Socialist Party

leader released

Independent & Peaceful Australia Network

Fred M’membe, president of
the Socialist Party Zambia,
was released from Twin Palm
Police Station on 12 August,
after having been jailed on 8
August.

The circumstances around
M’'membe’s detention were legally
dubious at best. M’'membe was
arrested on charges of sedition
for publishing a newspaper arti-
cle reporting an incident of severe
corruption, in which Congolese
President Felix Tshisekedi alleg-
edly boasted that he had paid off
Zambia $20 million for support.

While detained, the socialist

leader requested a writ of habeas
corpus to direct the Zambia Police
Service to show why he had not
been released immediately, as he
was refused bail and never given
an appearance in court on a bond-
able offense.

Dr. M’'membe was arrested
numerous times in 2023, includ-
ing on charges of “espionage” in
November and “political violence”
and “libel” in August, two separate
arrests that same month. These
arrests were made in relation to
M’membe’s criticism of the Zam-
bian government. The Social-
ist Party Zambia as a whole has

engaged in criticism of the govern-
ment for entering into austerity
agreements while the high cost of
living is taking a toll on the work-
ing class.

“What we are seeing are actions
of little frightened men, scared of
their own shadows, because of the
many crimes they have committed
against the Zambian people,” said
M’'membe upon release. “They
promised things they can’t do. They
promised police bonds for bondable
offenses. They don’t do it.”
Globetrotter @
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Genocide in Honduras

Graham Holton

Since the 2009 military coup d’état against
President Manuel Zelaya, structural racism,
the narcotics trade, tourist development, min-
ing, neoliberal economic policies, and right-
wing governments have had a detrimental
impact on the Garifuna people in Honduras.

The Garifuna are an Afro-Caribbean people expelled
by the British from the Islands of St Vincent and
Dominica in 1797, and relocated in Belize Guatemala,
Honduras, and Nicaragua. The Garifuna are a mix-
ture of African, Arawak, and Kalinago Carib peoples,
speaking English, Creole, and Spanish.

Land confiscation of traditional Garifuna territory
for palm oil plantations along the Caribbean coast of
Honduras has been accompanied by repression and
kidnapping by the Directorate of Police Investigations
(DPI). After Colombia, Honduras is the second-largest
palm oil producer in Latin America with 193,000
hectares cultivated. Land purchase agreements on
Garifuna territory have been supported by the World
Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF), and
the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB).

In 2023, four Garifuna leaders were murdered,
taking the total to more than 150 killed since 2018. In
June 2024, the Honduran police and military raided
the community of Trujillo and tried to arrest its Gari-
funa residents. The police were allegedly protecting
the interests of three Canadian tourist investors who
had previously been charged with money launder-
ing and fraud relating to the sale of Garifuna lands.
Garifuna territory has also been infiltrated by drug
groups which cultivate coca to produce cocaine for
the US markets.

There are 43,000 Garifuna people in Honduras.
They have long faced human rights abuses, forced
displacement, and violence from political and organ-
ised crime gangs. According to British NGO, Global
Witness, Honduras is one of the deadliest countries
in the world for land and environmental activists.
In 2024 there were 245 attacks against land defend-
ers. Garifuna community leader, Miriam Miranda,
says that in the past five years, Garifuna people
have been murdered “at an unprecedented rate.”
Violence and dispossession have so destroyed the
social fabric of some communities that the Garifuna
now face genocide. “Honduras is a country where
impunity reigns,” Miranda added: “The communities,
neighbourhoods, and the cities have to find ways to

work against violence and against dehumanisation.”
Due to the ongoing violence, many have migrated
to the USA.

In the 1980s the US government built a military
base in Honduras which supported the Nicaragua Con-
tras, then fighting the left-wing Sandinista government.
In 1992 the right-wing government of President Rafael
Callejas passed the Agricultural Modernization Law, a
counter-reform that ended protections for community
property, allowing an intensified invasion of Garifuna
territory. The murder of Black and Indigenous land
defenders in Honduras began soon after.

The Garifuna human rights organisation, Organ-
izacion Fraternal Negra Hondurefia (OFRANEH), the
Black Fraternal Organization of Honduras, has brought
two cases against the Honduran government to the
Inter-American Court of Human Rights for violations
of Garifuna territorial rights. In 2015 the Court ruled
in favour of the Garifuna, ordering the government
to protect communal lands from land grabs. The
government has yet to comply with the findings, and
property titles on Garifuna land continue to be sold
to private investors.

In 2021 OFRANEH denounced the State of Hon-
duras for committing genocide against the Garifuna.
In August 2023, the Inter-American Court found
Honduras responsible for the violation of Garifuna
territorial rights.

Iris Xiomara Castro Sarmiento of the left-wing
Liberty and Refoundation (LIBRE) party was elected
president in January 2022. In February 2022, she
blocked the sale of a large piece of land south of the
capital, citing indigenous rights. The sale would have
evicted indigenous people to build homes for 10,000
Hondurans.

In March, Castro banned open-pit mining. The
government promised to intervene to conserve areas
of “high environmental value” for the benefit of the
population. Castro vowed to make a democratic social-
ist state, with an economic system based on social
justice in the distribution of wealth and national
income, and to put human beings before the rules
of the market.

It was hoped that the election of president Xiomara
Castro would bring change for the Garifuna. That little
has changed reveals institutionalised state corruption,
the power of international financial institutions, and
the political and economic power of the traditional
oligarchic families of Honduras. &
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Activists prepare to defy
Israeli naval blockade of Gaza

Peace activists from several
countries are setting out on a
converted trawler to defy an
Israeli blockade and deliver
humanitarian aid to Palestin-
ians in the Gaza Strip.

“The purpose of this mission is
to send a message that civil society
is not OK with what’s happening
in Gaza,” said Fellipe Lopes, the
Portuguese media coordinator of
the Freedom Flotilla Coalition on
board the ship Handala during a
stopover in Malta.

It will be a trip fraught with
danger. Another coalition ship on

a similar mission to Gaza in 2010
was stopped and boarded by Israeli
troops, and nine activists died.
Other ships were similarly stopped
and boarded, without loss of life.

“We expect to encounter resist-
ance throughout our mission,”
said Australian activist Michael
Coleman.

“Ours is not an illegal activity
in any shape or form. The Interna-
tional Court of Justice has asked
them to grant unfettered access to
aid into Gaza and I implore them
to let us and other aids through
immediately,” he said.

The brightly colored Handala
carries activists from Italy, France,
Norway, Australia, the Netherlands,
Syria, and a number of Palestin-
ians. It has made several port calls
around Scandinavia and the Medi-
terranean to raise awareness about
the situation in Gaza.

Its hull carries slogans reading:
“Free Palestine,” “Gaza you are not
alone,” and “Stop the Genocide,”
while its humanitarian aid cargo
consists mostly of medicines.
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Missing and murdered
women
Skye Dannaher

After two years and 16 hearings, the Senate Inquiry into Missing
and Murdered Aboriginal women has delivered its long-awaited
report. While the document represents a significant milestone,
it has fallen short of the comprehensive reckoning many had
anticipated.

The report was initiated by Greens Senator Dorinda Cox, but she
has described the inquiry’s findings as “weak” and “toothless.”
This reflects a broader disappointment with the report’s inadequa-
cy in addressing the issues faced by Aboriginal communities.

The inquiry was launched in response to similar investigations in
Canada and the US, which have highlighted the alarming rates of
violence against Indigenous women. Australia’s report, however,
is less impactful in comparison, offering a subdued analysis of
the violence experienced by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
women.

The inquiry was given the task of examining the extent of violence
against Aboriginal women and children, as well as assessing
investigative practices, systemic issues and the effectiveness of
existing policies. It also aimed to explore ways to honour victims
and survivors.

The report corroborates what Aboriginal women have long said:
Aboriginal women and children are disproportionately affect-
ed by violence perpetrated by men. It highlights the consistent
neglect of their stories by mainstream media and the inadequate
responses from police. Moreover, it reveals a disturbing lack of
comprehensive data on these cases, with no accurate national
count of deaths resulting from violence.

Janet Hunt from the Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy
Research noted a significant gender bias in public policy, empha-
sising that while violence against Aboriginal women is comparable
to deaths in custody among Aboriginal men, it has received far
less attention and lacks robust data collection.

Despite the flawed statistics, available data paints a stark pic-
ture. The National Homicide Monitoring Program reports that from
1989-1990 to 2022-2023, 476 Aboriginal women and 158 chil-
dren were victims of homicide. Aboriginal women represented 16
per cent of all Australian female homicide victims, despite consti-
tuting only 2-3 per cent of the adult female population. Similarly,
Aboriginal children accounted for 13 per cent of child homicide
victims.

The inquiry also highlighted issues with counting missing
Aboriginal women and children, exacerbated by inconsistent
recording of Indigenous status across jurisdictions. It found that
20 per cent of missing women in Australia are Aboriginal, and
Aboriginal children are overrepresented in out-of-home care and
make up 53 per cent of reported missing children.

The inquiry criticised the passive language used to describe miss-
ing individuals, as it suggests that they have intentionally gone
missing.

The report also exposed systemic failings in legal and polic-
ing responses, with Aboriginal women and children often
experiencing inadequate investigations and legal support. This
lack of effective response and accountability perpetuates their
marginalisation and suffering.

The report makes ten recommendations, including creating cul-
turally appropriate ways to recognise murdered or disappeared
Aboriginal individuals, appointing an Aboriginal advocate to the
Domestic, Family and Sexual Violence Commission, and har-
monising policing practices to improve data accuracy and case
reviews. It also calls for sustainable funding for related work and a
media reflection on the portrayal of these issues.

While the inquiry’s recommendations are a step forward, or will
be implemented, they do not go far enough. The absence of a
stronger focus on accountability for perpetrators of violence, and
the systemic failures that have allowed these injustices to persist
is a failure to adequately address the urgent needs of Aboriginal
communities.
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Gaza: talks, hopes, threats

William Briggs

Every day seems to bring an
announcement about ‘peace’
talks in Gaza and the broad-
er Middle East. White House
spokesperson John Kirby
has said that negotiations are
under way. He has also admit-
ted that “we do not anticipate
coming out of these talks ...
with the deal.”

Iran has promised revenge for
Israeli attacks on its territory, but
has said that it would step away
if a ceasefire in Gaza was put in
place. Hamas chose not to attend
the latest round of talks. Its nego-
tiators have already accepted the
basic conditions of an earlier agree-
ment, but Israel is insisting on new
conditions. With each passing day,
the potential for a wider conflict
grows. Israel seems to welcome
the devastation that would ensue.
The United States has pledged its
total support for Israel.

American spokespeople talk
of peace, of working to “stabilise”
the region, and then announce new
arms sales of $20 billion to Israel.

SCHOOLS BOMBED

The latest school bombing in
Gaza was the 500th since October
2024. Schools are targeted because
that is where people are forced to
take shelter. Schools, universities,
mosques, churches, and hospitals
have been systematically bombed
and shelled for more than 10
months.

A tragic figure has been reached.
40,000! One in every 50 Gazans
has been killed since October.
That does not include those whose
fate is unknown, the bodies never
recovered from the bombing and

shelling. One in 50 is two per cent
of the population. If this was Aus-
tralia, then the death toll would be
more than 520,000.

PEACE TALKS

The USA convenes peace talks.
They also vetoed three United
Nations Security Council measures
calling for a ceasefire. There is
hope that the talks in Doha might
be the beginning of the end of the
slaughter, but many are sceptical.
Even if a ceasefire is arranged, the
atmosphere in Gaza, the occupied
West Bank, in Lebanon, in Iran,
in the entire region, will remain
highly charged.

WEST BANK
AND LEBANON

Israel’s aggression has not been
confined to Gaza. More than 500
Palestinians in the West Bank have
been killed by the Israeli military
or at the hands of extremist settler
mobs. 550 Lebanese have been
killed at the hands of Israel. No
ceasefire will take away the trauma
of those attacks.

The United States speaks of the
necessity for a successful conclusion
of hostilities and for a ceasefire. At
the same time it pledges undying
support for Israel in any conflict
with Lebanon or Iran. It intensifies
its threats against Iran after that
country has promised to step away
from open hostilities if a ceasefire
is successfully implemented.

CASH FOR
GENOCIDE

The US has already provided
its Israeli ally with the bombs
and missiles and planes that have

turned Gaza into an uninhabit-
able wasteland. It has supplied
Israel with the materiel it needs to
destroy Lebanon and inflict colos-
sal damage on Iran. US Secretary
of State, Antony Blinken, has just
signed off on arms sales worth $20
billion to Israel.

The deal serves Israel and the
US arms industry. It does not make
Israelis, Palestinians, Lebanese or
Iranians more secure. On the con-
trary the deal will enable Israel to
go about its and America’s work in
destabilising the region and push-
ing for a war with Iran.

Syria too?

While the genocidal Israeli aggression against
Palestine has led the International Criminal
Court to declare its leaders war criminals,
and has been condemned world-wide, Israe-
li attacks have received much less attention.
Since October last year, 260 Syrians have
died as a result of 144 separate attacks by
Israeli forces.

There have been, on average, more than three
attacks a week launched by Israel against Syria in
the past 10 months. In 1967, during the ‘6-Day-War,’
Israel occupied the Golan Heights. Syrian land became
the ‘spoils of war.” Syrian sovereignty was trampled
upon. Today, its people remain a target.

The nearest our media came to making any refer-
ence to Israeli aggression against Syria was to report
the bombing of the Israeli-occupied Syrian town of
Majdal Shams, in the Golan. Israel claimed it was a
Hezbollah strike. Hezbollah denied responsibility.
Lebanon has called for an international inquiry. Syria
wrote to the UN and to the Security Council, declar-
ing that the blame for the attack lay with Israel and
denouncing the illegal Israeli occupation of Syrian
territory.

The letter reaffirmed that the people of Golan are
Syrian who “reject the Israeli occupation and look
forward to ending it and putting an end to its criminal
practices against them ... Syria once again calls on the
United Nations and the Security Council to implement
its relevant resolutions, particularly Security Council
Resolution No. 497 to end the Israeli occupation of
the occupied Arab territories, including the occupied
Syrian Golan.”

The war, a ‘silent war’ against Syria, goes on. An
Israeli drone strike on a car recently killed Moham-
med Baraa Katerji, a Syrian businessman with close
links to Syria’s President Bashir Assad. The day before,
Israel bombed Syrian army bases. Syria’s crime is that
it has never bowed to US or Israeli threats. It main-
tains good relations with both Iran and Russia, and
as a consequence is repeatedly targeted.

Israel and the United States have that they are
acting to stop Iranian-backed “militia” from conduct-
ing attacks against Israel or US positions inside Syria.
The very fact that the USA maintains a military pres-
ence in Syria violates its sovereignty. Israel and the
United States march to the beat of the drums of war
under cover of protecting a “rules-based-order.” &

The USA is selling Israel 50
F-15 fighter jets, Advanced Medi-
um-Range Air-to-Air Missiles, or
AMRAAMSs, 120mm tank ammu-
nition, high explosive mortars,
and 50,000 mortar shells, 33,000
tank shells and tactical vehicles.
A State Department spokesper-
son described this as helping to
“improve Israel’s capability to
meet current and future enemy
threats, strengthen its homeland
defence and serve as a deterrent
to regional threats.”

The use of the term “enemy”
is revealing and inflammatory. No
less disturbing was the comment
that “the United States is commit-
ted to the security of Israel, and
it is vital to US national interests
to assist Israel to develop and
maintain a strong and ready self-
defence capability.” US national
interests here means geo-strategic
control of the region, manipulation
of the economies and politics of
the Middle East, and intimidat-
ing Iran.

SPEAKING PEACE,
PREPARING
FOR WAR

Pentagon press secretary Pat
Ryder, maintained the line that
the US and Israel, were seeking a
diplomatic solution to the Gazan
tragedy. But he also made it clear
that US forces are being deployed in
increasing numbers. The Air Force
has moved F-22 Raptor aircraft
into the region, and the US Navy is
sending the USS Abraham Lincoln
Carrier Strike Group as well as a
guided missile submarine to the
region. Currently there are 40,000
US troops in the area.

After announcing this serious
and threatening military build-up,
General Ryder shifted focus again,
saying that the US is “intensely
focused on de-escalating tensions
in the region, while also remaining
focused on securing a cease-fire as
part of a hostage deal to bring all
of the hostages home, and to end
the war in Gaza.” He explained
that Defence Secretary Austin, in
a recent phone call with his Israeli
counterpart, had assured Israel
of America’s commitment to take
every step necessary to “defend”
Israel. Ryder stated that “the US
military force-posture adjustments
are designed to improve US force
protection, to increase our support
for the defence of Israel, and to
ensure the United States is pre-
pared to respond to a wide variety
of contingencies.”

The USA can make or break any
ceasefire deal. Netanyahu is said
to have added additional condi-
tions that make a deal less likely.
The USA is sending ships, planes,
missiles and troops to threaten
and coerce the people of Lebanon
and Iran.

A report in the Times of Israel
cited an anonymous ‘senior US
official’ saying the United States
“would encourage the Iranians ...
not to move down that road [retali-
ating for Israeli attacks], because
the consequences could be quite
cataclysmic, particularly for Iran.”

While the US threatens Iran and
builds up its forces in the area the
genocide goes on. Entire popula-
tions are threatened. Even with a
ceasefire, peace is an awfully long
way off and justice remains a fading
dream for the people of Gaza and
Palestine. &
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