Marcus Browning

In an act of naked aggression aimed at
the union movement, Federal Attor-
ney-General Mark Dreyfus, on 23
August, put the CFMEU’s construction
and general division and its branches
into administration.

270 union officials were sacked across
the country, effective immediately. All
elected positions in the union were vacated
except for three. CFMEU national secretary
Zach Smith, WA secretary Mick Buchan
and ACT acting secretary Michael Hiscox
maintained their positions — but will answer
to the administrator. The administrator
has already installed branch managers in
Victoria, NSW, Queensland, and South
Australia.

Construction companies are already on
the move to take back hard-won conditions.

This declaration of war by the government
on behalf of employers heralds the time to
launch new struggles to defeat the attacks
that are being made against the trade union
movement and the democratic rights of the
people generally.

At the centre of this struggle must be
the working class and its organisations.
The trade unions must mobilise like never
before without concern for craft or industry
divisions or for individual gain. The rights
of all are under severe attack.

The NSW Council for Civil Liberties
(NSWCCL) has expressed serious concerns
with the federal government’s Fair Work
(Registered Organisations) Amendment
(Administration) Bill 2024 and the govern-
ment’s accompanying amendments.

“While any allegation of criminality is
serious and must be addressed, the powers set
out in this bill are far-reaching and establish
a dangerous precedent for the trade union
movement, membership-based organisa-
tions, and the rights of individuals,” said
the Council in a statement.

“The rushed nature of this legislation,
which is designed to override a process
begun by the Fair Work Commission and
the Federal Court, threatens the principles
of natural justice and procedural fairness.

“We note that the proposed legislation
would set a precedent where membership-
based organisations can have democratic
control externally removed on the basis of
untested allegations. This is of concern to
all unions, registered clubs, and Australian
membership-based organisations.

“The Bill violates Australia’s obligations
under the International Labour Organisation,
namely Articles 3 and 4 of the Freedom of
Association and Protection of the Right to
Organise Convention, 1948.

“The NSWCCL has long held that every-
one has the right to natural justice and pro-
cedural fairness, regardless of the allegations
they face. If this legislation is passed next
week, it threatens this fundamental right.
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Sydney Fight Back rally in support of Unions. Part of the nation wide action in 2017. Photo: Anna Pha

The right to freedom of association and the
nature of membership-based organisations
across Australia must be protected.”

UNITED FRONT

The CPA is of the view that the build-
ing of a powerful united front of all trade
unions, working class political organisa-
tions and their supporters is needed to
overcome these attacks on the trade union
movement and the rights of workers. The
union movement will be pivotal in building
this united force.

Industrial actions taken by workers need
to gain strong community support, establish-
ing support groups and fighting funds for
striking workers and their families, as well as
lobbying for the widest support from politi-
cal parties and community organisations.

A magnificent example was given by
the huge community support for the Mari-
time Union of Australia during its dispute
with Patrick in 1998. Then, a conservative
government mounted an ugly attack on the
right of maritime workers to organise. There
was massive opposition from unionists and
others who understood what was at stake.

It is time to come out fighting, building
a united mass movement of workers and all
progressive sections of society.

Above all, it is necessary to bring about
a united front of workers, trade unions and
labour movement activists regardless of

US, Israel and Palestine —|
privilege and oppression

political affiliation, all directed to defeat the
government’s dangerous offensive.

The CPA strongly advocates these meas-
ures and declares its willingness to assist with
its resources in every possible way.

This offensive must be defeated. It can
be defeated by a struggle involving the whole
trade union movement in unity with left and
progressive forces including members and
branches of the ALP, other political parties
including the Communist Party of Australia
and other left, progressive and democratic
organisations and individuals.

WORKING TOGETHER

The Communist Party puts forward the
following 10 points for unity:

1. That every organisation and the indi-
viduals involved must approach others on the
basis of equality, mutual respect and honesty.

2. There must be consultation at each step
of the unity process to ensure agreement on
policies, tactics and actions.

3. An atmosphere must be created in
which the results of agreements and steps
taken are frankly discussed and evaluated.
Mistakes will be made which should be
recognised and corrected during the course
of work.

4. Agreements by co-operating organisa-
tions must be reached by consensus. Voting
should be resorted to only as a last resort,
and be limited to procedural matters.

The Guardian

5. Where agreement is not reached on
an issue, this issue should be put aside with
each organisation free to express its view on
the issue using its own facilities.

6. Once agreements are reached, all
organisations help to popularise and carry
them out.

7. Ideological differences should not
stand in the way of co-operation on issues
held in common.

8. A contest of ideas between co-operating
organisations is natural and inevitable. This
contest or any criticism of one organisation
by another should be stated in a manner that
does not undermine the unity achieved on
agreed issues but should contribute to clarity
and to strengthening the developing unity.

9. Each organisation is free to publish
its views and carry out activities in support
of its own policies that are not the subject
of agreements.

10. Discussion and agreement at lead-
ership level be backed up and deepened by
cooperation at all levels of the organisations
involved.

The Guardian asks all readers to join in:
« Let politicians know you oppose this

undemocratic attack on workers
« Join in demonstrations of support
« Talk to people at work about this
We need to make the following demands:
Reinstate all sacked officials
+ Return the union to its members. &
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Touch one, touch all:
a reality

All too often working class solidarity is a slogan
people don’t worry about. You’re busy with your
job, your life, your family and interests. How can
you feel you have something in common with a
person doing a completely different job? Maybe
you don’t know anyone who does that job. Even for
people who take the sensible decision to be active
union members, it’s easy to feel they’ve got enough
on their plate without worrying about workers
they don’t have any connection to.

But there are times when we realise an attack
on one group of workers is an attack on all of us,
times where we can see what is coming for us from
what’s being done to others. Then we say “if they
can do it to this person, they could do it to me.”

What the Albanese Labor government is doing
to the CFMEU makes this one of those times. This
paper has detailed how savage the ALP attack on
working people is. We’ve detailed the extraordi-
nary powers given to the administrator and the
undemocratic use of union members’ money to
pay for the process.

The government has handed the Coalition a
weapon that they will use against any other work-
ers who put their heads over the parapet. Albanese
is using that weapon on building workers now.
Don’t know any CFMEU members? You’re going
to know how they feel once this precedent is used
against you.

What you personally feel about the CFMEU
doesn’t really matter here. The media is full of
pictures of big scary blokes in black t-shirts, and
Labor is hoping the CFMEU’s bad boy image will
help to hide from us how undemocratic and unlaw-
ful Albanese’s legislation is. Bad law is bad law,
no matter who it’s being used against. If they can
do this to construction workers, they absolutely
will do it to teachers, nurses, public servants, or
any other workers whose union is effective.

It’s instructive to look around the country
and see who isn’t the target of special legisla-
tion. Australian banks stole from the dead and
facilitated drug trafficking and child abuse, but
they weren’t put into administration and their
executives weren’t sacked overnight. The worst
the executives of the banks and Qantas faced was
stepping down with a very comfortable severance
package at a time of their choosing.

‘Touch one, touch all’ is not just a slogan. It’s
a fact of life in Australia right now. It’s a reality
for anyone who works for a living; firefighters,
health workers, childcare workers — you name
it, they’re coming for us.

Some unions get it. The Electrical Trades Union
has cancelled donations to the anti-worker ALP
and is out in solidarity, as is the Maritime Union
of Australia. A lot of unionists get it. The Finance
Sector Union’s youth committee has written to that
union’s national executive, calling for solidarity.

To quote them:

“As unionists we must oppose this legislation
on principle. This level of interference in
unions cannot and must not be tolerated.
Unions answer to our members, not to
government-appointed administrators.”

If they can do it to the CFMEU, they can do it
to any of us.

Guardian

CFMEU: Workers
hit the streets

PERTH: over 1000 CFMEU members as well
as delegates and officials from other unions
attended in a show of unity and solidarity. MC
for the rally was CFMEU State Secretary Mick
Buchan who reminded the rally that it was his
members who built this city, that the union
was rank and file oriented, looked after the
wages and conditions of members and worked
hard to ensure members’ safety on the job.

Mark Murray, whose son had died on a construc-
tion site as a consequence of the builder not providing
sufficient workplace safety for workers shared his story.
This incident and others like it lead to the CFMEU
campaigning for tough workplace safety laws including
one of the nations first industrial manslaughter laws.

Peter Carter, State Secretary of the Electrical
Trades Union said much of the impetus for attacks
on the CFMEU comes from a trial by media by the
corporate sector and state and federal ALP govern-
ments. Carter said that the deregistration of the
Builders Labourers Federation in 1986 did nothing to
improve safety and other conditions in construction.
It was only once the CFMEU was formed in 1992 did
workplace safety and wages and conditions improve.
The Royal Commission into the construction industry
used forensic accounting to examine the accounts of
the ETU, CEPU (Plumbers Union) and the CFMEU
and found nothing wrong with the unions. It did find
construction companies were far from clean. Carter
was critical of the ACTU for so easily rolling over to
the demands of Federal Labor and also asked, “Why
are corporate allegations of impropriety different
from that of trade unions?”

Emma a construction worker who became a first
responder following a recent tragic death on a building
site said the experience was an eye opener. As a 24
year-old female on a building site she had been subject
to bullying and sexual harassment but could count on
the support of her union to fight those attacks. For
Emma, the CFMEU stood for good safety, conditions
and wages at work.

The rally marched from Forrest Place to Elizabeth
Quay, to show Perth the unity and solidarity of the
organised working class in action. At Elizabeth Quay
the rally heard from other union delegates about how
a union site is a safe worksite and how a union income
protection scheme saves workers’ livelihoods. Mick
Buchan also thanked unions who rallied and marched

in solidarity with the CFMEU and State Secretary
of the AMWU, Steve McCartney recalled the Third
Wave rallies from 1997 that had also fought off dra-
conian laws designed to weaken organised labour.
He said that this would not be the last rally on the
issue and called on all workers present to go back to
their workplaces and tell those who hadn’t attended
to come to the next one.

The Communist Party of Australia supports the
CFMEU in its fight to overcome the unjust imposition
of these laws by the Federal ALP government and calls
on continued support from brother and sister unions
and the community to support unions which stand
for families, community and workers.

Richard Titelius, Perth Branch

MELBOURNE: Around fifty thousand work-
ers walked off the job to demonstrate against
Labor’s draconian anti-union legislation aimed
at gutting the CFMEU. The Federal takeover
of Australia’s most prominent union has had
a strong impact on its Victorian-Tasmanian
division, with the resignation of Secretary
John Setka followed by the sacking of execu-
tives and organisers by the administrator in
recent days. Premier Jacinta Allan has been
vocal in her support for the changes imposed
by the Albanese government, spruiking her
own “detailed plan to confront this national
menace” in July.

Whilst talk in some rally locations focused on
surviving administration, speakers at the Melbourne
event spoke of defying, fighting and overturning it to
rapturous support and applause.

With CFMEU members crucial key infrastructure
projects in Melbourne, including the Suburban Rail
Loop and Metro Tunnel, further action from aggrieved
rank-and-file will cause significant headaches for state
and federal Labor governments seemingly intent on
putting factional manoeuvrings and big business
interests ahead of the livelihoods of their supposed
working class constituencies.

Labor Ministers and the Fair Work Ombudsman
have encouraged employers to report “unlawful indus-
trial action” in their workplaces.

Adam Mayers, Melbourne Branch &
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Op-ed: Parliament works as
designed - against workers

C Bartholomew

Several ABC commentators this week
have been singing Parliament’s praises,
cheering on co-operation between Labor
and the Coalition. However, these mes-
sages about ‘reaching across the aisle’
obscure the fact that the working class
is the one forced to compromise.

NDIS AND AGED CARE

Labor’s newly passed NDIS reforms have
been the subject of significant public outcry from
Australia’s disabled community. Headline failures
have included the classification of period care
products as a “lifestyle” item alongside vapes
and gaming consoles, despite data showing that
78 per cent of Australians with a disability who
need period care products cannot afford them.

Despite Labor’s election promise not to cut
the NDIS, they were more than happy to team
up with the Coalition and Pauline Hanson to
carve $14.4 billion from disability support.
Rather than address abuse and corruption
among private providers, the government has
chosen to betray the trust of Australia’s disabled
community and place the weight of these cuts
on their shoulders.

As Greens senator Jordon Steele-John rightly
pointed out, the government could only manage
to give the disabled community a window to pro-
vide feedback on the support they need which
expired faster than a bottle of milk.

Likewise with aged care reforms. The ALP
conceded to the Coalition, and dropped plans to

providers. When it comes to compromise, Labor
is ready to throw working people to the wolves
while protecting their corporate mates.

CFMEU AND
THE WAR ON UNIONS

The most blatant attack from the anti-worker
alliance between Labor and the Coalition is the
war on the CFMEU. The ABC and corporate
media have celebrated the “clean up” effort.
Labor’s administrator scheme, which disre-
gards the Fair Work Act and the presumption
of innocence, is designed to tear unions apart
using union members’ own money. The ABC and
corporate media see this as parliament working
as it should. Meanwhile, class-conscious unions
across Australia have called out Labor’s deal
with the devil for what it is. The attack will not
end with the CEFMEU.

BUSINESS AS USUAL

So, is the ABC correct when it says that this is
Parliament “functioning as a parliament should?”
While we might want Parliament to act in the
best interests of the working class, this pattern
of sacrificing the interests of everyday people
in favour of corporate profit is the true function
of government under capitalism.

Within a political system designed to benefit
the ruling corporate class and keep workers in
line, Labor and Parliament in general will con-
tinue to lurch rightwards. When Labor and the
Coalition work together “as a parliament should”,
it is always the working class who is forced to

introduce criminal penalties for dodgy private

compromise. &
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Melbourne: A mass meet-
ing of Australian Education
Union members unanimously
resolved to escalate industri-
al and political action, before
marching to Spring Street to
send a direct message to the
Allan Labor government for
its failure to put an offer for
decent pay and conditions on
the table.

These new actions include a

Pushed to take action

TAFE members demand a decent deal

work to rule and bans on providing
results to students (except for those
within 6 months of completion),
a further program of stopworks
across the state, targeted political
campaigning in the electorates of
state Labor ministers and marginal
state Labor MPs, and an escalated
media campaign. Union members
will be hearing about the details of
the actions soon.
Congratulations are due to

Dutton lets the genie out of the bottle again.

every one of the hundreds of TAFE
members who stopped work, not
least those who attended the mass
meeting and proudly marched as
the AEU to Parliament for a better
deal.

The mass meeting and march
marked the first time TAFE teach-
ers have taken 24-hour stopwork
action for wages and conditions
since 2008. Negotiations with the
state government started over two

years ago, and it has been almost
two years since the last pay rise for
TAFE teachers.

AEU members have been
encouraged to talk to colleagues
and ask them to join the union and
support the actions contributing to
the fight for better wages and con-
ditions for TAFE teachers.

The action was featured across
major radio stations and the major
news networks.

AEU members in TAFE have
a clear and strong message to the
Allan government that they must
act. Discussions with the Victorian
TAFE Association and the Depart-
ment continue, with further meet-
ings scheduled.
Australian Education Union &

Unions welcome new
‘right to disconnect’ laws

Unions have welcomed the new right-to-dis-
connect laws coming into effect as a cost-of-
living win for working people. The new rights
will empower workers to refuse unreasonable
out-of-hours work contact, enabling greater
work-life balance and reducing the burden
of unpaid labour while families face cost-of-
living pressures.

From 26 August, most employees now have the
right to refuse monitoring, reading, or responding to
unreasonable work-related communications outside
of work hours. The right extends to all forms of work-
related communication, including from third parties
such as clients, customers, and students. The new
right kicks in for workers of small businesses from
26 August 2025.

The new rights are expected to reduce the amount
of unpaid work hours Australians currently perform,
which the Centre for Future Work estimates at an
average for each worker of 5.4 hours per week or
230 hours a year, equating to $131 billion in unpaid
work annually.

The right-to-disconnect also addresses the growing
crisis of increasing mental health illness and injuries
in modern workplaces. Since the pandemic, people’s
work and personal lives are increasingly blurred.
The ACTU has hailed the new rights as a significant
victory for workers across all industries, particularly
those in jobs that face the expectation of constant

availability, such as teaching, community services,
and administrative work.

The right to disconnect is directed at an employ-
ee’s right to not unreasonably refuse contact — and it
does not impose a blanket ban on employer contact.
Instead, it gives workers the right to decide whether
to respond to out-of-hours, based on the reason for
the contact; the level of disruption it causes, and their
family responsibilities. It makes clear that workers
should be paid for all the work they do.

However, these hard-won rights are under threat
from Opposition Leader Peter Dutton, who has pledged
to roll back the laws if he wins the next election. The
ACTU warns eliminating the right to disconnect
would exacerbate cost-of-living pressures by forcing
more unpaid labour and pushing workers further into
financial and mental health stress.

ACTU President, Michele O’Neil said that “Aus-
tralian unions have reclaimed the right to knock off
after work.” She called the right to disconnect “a
cost-of-living win. The average person does five to
six hours of unpaid work every week. Thanks to the
introduction of this new law, Australians can now be
paid for those hours of work.

“More money in your pocket, more time with your
loved ones and more freedom to live your life — that’s
what the right to disconnect is all about.”

ACTU &
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NDIS workers protest
call for crackdown
on wage theft

Disability support workers are demanding the
National Disability Insurance Agency (NDIA)
take responsibility and immediately crack-
down on dodgy providers who rip them off.

The Australian Services Union estimates that up
to one in ten NDIS providers are underpaying their
support workers by classifying them at lower award
rates, and pocketing the difference of up to $9 per hour
from taxpayer funds allocated for NDIS participants.

Workers protested outside the Sydney NDIA office
on 21 August.

The protest comes as the federal government
works to pass a bill this week to ensure the NDIS
remains ‘sustainable.’

The ASU and other unions launched Fair Work
Commission proceedings in June to amend the Social,
Community, Home Care and Disability Services
Industry award in a bid to close the loophole but the
ASU said the NDIA could immediately stamp out
wage theft through audits and compliance measures.

“The National Disability Insurance Agency is sit-
ting on its hands when it comes to stamping out wage
theft in the NDIS and misuse of NDIS participants’
funds,” Angus McFarland, ASU NSW/ACT secretary
and national union spokesperson for the campaign said.

“The NDIA is the funder of NDIS support serv-
ices and is responsible for setting price limits for the

supports that providers deliver. Therefore it’s incum-
bent on the agency to ‘follow the money’ by auditing
and cracking down on the dodgy providers that are
ripping off dedicated workers. To rip off NDIS workers
is to rip off the taxpayer and people with disability.”

For months, the agency has been sitting on an
independent internal review of NDIS wage issues that
echoes calls from the ASU and others in the sector
urging the NDIA to take a more proactive stance by
requiring providers to attest that they pay their workers
properly and conducting unannounced inspections.

“The NDIA has been putting NDIS wage theft in
the too hard basket for too long. Their own internal
report told them to act, and they’ve done nothing about
this since January,” Mr McFarland said.

“Our union is doing everything it can to close the
wage theft loophole for disability support workers in
the long term by going through a lengthy Fair Work
Commission process — but the NDIA could help bring
staff underpayment to a halt today if it began carrying
out an auditing and compliance blitz on providers.

The federal government’s cost-cutting ‘Getting the
NDIS Back On Track’ Bill passed on August 22, but
we can’t get the NDIS back on track if dodgy provid-
ers are free to rip off workers and the taxpayer. We
are protesting the NDIA to back our case and back
action to end wage theft in the NDIS.” &

La Trobe University
job cut plan triggers
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fresh protest action

National Tertiary Education
Union (NTEU) members at
Victoria’s La Trobe Univer-
sity will ramp up pressure on
chancellor and former Victo-
rian premier John Brumby
over a damaging plan to cut
courses and jobs.

Union members protested out-
side a conference Brumby spoke at,
on 29 August, distributing informa-
tion explaining the consequences
of major restructures and policy
changes.

In an open letter to La Trobe
University, Vice-Chancellor Theo
Farrell, staff urged senior manage-
ment to withdraw all proposals to
cut staff, subjects, courses, and
student services.

“The changes pose a severe
risk to the University’s reputation,
enrolments, accreditation and
medium- to long-term financial
position,” NTEU members wrote.

NTEU La Trobe University
Branch President Dr Martin Clark
said:

“Staff are protesting John
Brumby’s failure as the head of the
university council to hold manage-
ment accountable for this terrible
plan to cut courses, jobs, and stu-
dent services.

“This unacceptable and unwar-
ranted attack on world-class teach-
ing and research must be stopped
immediately.

“There are real concerns the
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Science will be damaged beyond
repair, rendering both core degrees
untenable.

“Senior leadership have ignored
or dismissed staff, who are experts
in exactly what has driven La
Trobe’s success.

“Management has not given
any rationale for why these cuts
are necessary.

“Union members make no
apology for taking strong action to
highlight this reckless and damag-
ing proposal, which will leave staff,
students and the wider community
worse off.”

NTEU &

Looking for
the truth?

Want a paper
you can trust?

Which is
on your side?

When the struggle against apartheid in South Africa was
at its height, a global blockade was implemented, to make
South Africa’s isolation tangible and clear. Several coun-
tries — and quite a few capitalist firms — sought to thwart this
blockade, but few dared to do it openly because of the world-
wide abhorrence of the blatantly racist apartheid system.

One state that did not hesitate to give aid (especially mili-
tary aid) and succour to the South African racists was Israel.
South African gold helped make Israel one of the world’s
major arms manufacturers and suppliers.

The universally-condemned South African policy of segre-
gated areas or ‘Bantustans’ for the black population of the
country today forms the basis for Israel’'s policy in illegally-
occupied Palestine.

The US, with an eye to securing control over Middle East
oil and at the same time countering Arab unity and possible
Arab power, has given Israel open and unstinting support,
using military might and its UN veto to provide a shield for
Israeli aggression.

Israel has been the USA’s big stick in the region, and a
mighty useful big stick it has been. In the meantime, on the
strength of this special relationship, the Zionist ‘Israel Lobby’
in Washington has flourished, attaining extraordinary influ-
ence and consequently power.

When capitalism was a newly emerging system, thrusting
against the restraints of the still-prevailing feudal system, it
railed against unfairness: the emerging class of factory-own-
ers, financiers and merchants needed skilled workers in their
enterprises, so they campaigned for universal public educa-
tion (at least for boys). The feudal gentry had no need for it
since they saw the common people only as servants, shep-
herds and corn-mill attendants.

The emerging capitalists needed educated people to work in
their industrial and financial enterprises.

Capitalism created the working class because it needed
such a class, at the same time bringing into being its own
grave diggers. It turned peasants off their land, and fenced
in what had been common land so they could no longer sup-
port themselves, all so that they would have to leave the
land and gather in the towns, there to toil for the owners of
mills and factories — for the new soon-to-be-ruling class, the
capitalists.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: Kim Williams was appointed the
chair of the ABC still dripping from the sewer that is News
Ltd media, an appointment now followed by the resigna-
tion of the national broadcaster’s managing director, David
Anderson. Journalist union, the MEAA, responded thus: “As
the effective editor-in-chief of ABC news, the next managing
director must reaffirm the independence of its reporting so
it can be trusted by all Australians as a source of journalism
without fear and favour.

“One of the first tasks of the next managing director should
be to end the pointless and costly defence of an unfair dis-
missal claim by Antoinette Lattouf [sacked for expressing
an opinion about Israel’s genocide against Palestinians in
Gaza]. The right thing to do would be to admit the ABC was
wrong to dismiss Ms Lattouf, and apologise to her.

“Dropping the case would send a signal to ABC news staff
that the managing director is committed to editorial inde-
pendence and to making the ABC a workplace that is safe
and inclusive for people from a wide spectrum of diversity.

“MEAA members are looking for a leader at the ABC who
respects their work, is consultative and willing to collaborate
with staff for the future of the broadcaster.”

They shouldn’t hold their breath.
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Perth public sector
walk out

Richard Titelius
Delegate CPSU/CSA

The Community and Public Sector Union Civil
Service Association has been having rallies for
the Public Sector Alliance wage claim for two
months now. Since there’s been no response
from the WA government a decision was
made to hold a walk-out at the Perth Cultural
Centre. Over 500 public sector union mem-
bers and officials joined the rally to escalate
their demands for an appropriate response
on the wage claims of the various public sec-
tor unions. The offer of 11.5 per cent over 3
years from the Premier Roger Cook of WA’s
State Labor government was unacceptable to
the unions present at the rally.

The MC for the event was Kari Pnacek, Assist-
ant Secretary of Unions WA who introduced the
first speaker of the rally, Bethany Conway, a CPSU/
CSA delegate at the Department of Energy, Mines,
Industry Regulation and Safety and also a member
of the union’s bargaining team. Bethany said that the
union had presented their claim to the government
in February 2024, and only received a response 3
days before the expiration of the current agreement
in June 2024. The union claim of 12 per cent over 2
years was met with a government offer of 11.5 per
cent over 3 years that didn’t meet demands for better
conditions. Bethany added that it was getting harder
for many members to stay in the public service and
continue to meet cost of living challenges.

John Marsh, Secretary of United Professional
Firefighters Union said that although his union
had not yet entered into negotiations with the gov-
ernment it was crucial to stand in solidarity with
other unions. Marsh said his union was fighting
the government on inadequate funding to deal
with rising workloads due to climate change. This
causes fatigue among members, which can affect
community safety. Properly funded and supported
firefighters will ensure better recruitment and
retention rates of officers and better outcomes
for the public and industry. Marsh also had family
members who are police officers and teachers and
spoke of the tensions and high turnovers being
experienced in these sectors.
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Brooke Hollands an Anaesthetic Technician at
the Perth Childrens Hospital and delegate with the
Health Services Union of WA, spoke of a 69 per cent
staff turnover, and said she was tired of watching staff
leaving and then having to train new ones. However,
Brooke likes her work and is standing up for staff reten-
tion and fair pay. Kasey Truesdale, an environmental
scientist spoke of the crushing workloads caused by
inadequate staffing and wages and conditions which
caused recruitment and retention issues. Truesdale
said that the governments response to the CPUS/
CSA’s claim had left her devastated, frustrated, tired
and exhausted.

Pisan, a member of Professionals Australia said
he also had seen many workers in his field leave the
public sector for better wages and conditions in the
mining sector. Pisan said workers “can’t plan a future
on yesterday’s wages!”

Naomi McCrae, Secretary of Health Services Union
WA (HSUWA)) said that despite seven consecutive
budget surpluses since 2017, the public health system
in WA had teetered from crisis to crisis — especially
since COVID in 2020. 9 months after submitting their
original claim the HSU had just received their second
offer from government. They aren’t happy with it. In
May 2024, the ALP State Government announced an
operational surplus of $3.2 billion and it was time to
remind the government that it was public sector work-
ers which had lifted this government out of debt, not
Gina Rinehart or Twiggy Forrest. McCrae concluded
by warning the government will seek to divide unions
and use delay to serve their interests and in response,
public sector unions needed to show unity and resolve.

Owen Whittle Secretary of Unions WA said that
it was union solidarity and unity that had been suc-
cessful in moving the government of Premier Mark
McGowan from an inflexible and low flat rate increase
not once but three times over the previous agreement,
and that workers needed to keep coming back until
the government makes a decent offer to state public
sector workers. Whittle also thanked the solidarity
of the CFMEU, ETU, AMWU, CPSU/CSA, and other
unions.

The Communist Party of Australia supports the
public sector unions in their fight for wages and
conditions which meet cost of living pressures being

-

experienced by many of their members. &
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Climate change mis/disinformation

After considerable campaigning by climate scientists and envi-
ronmentalists Google took an important step by demonetising the
Heartland Institute by removing paid ads. Youtube is a major source
of climate disinformation. The battle has not been won. The Union of
Concerned Scientists (UCS) recently discovered that Google is still
allowing climate disinformation to be monetised.

“The climate crisis is one of the greatest threats that humanity faces,
which is why the fossil fuel companies that oppose climate action
are dead-set on obscuring the threats and their causes,” the UCS
Scientists said.

Climate denial on YouTube has evolved radically in recent years,
posing a fresh challenge to those seeking public support for climate
action. The impact is considerable among young people, research-
ers from the Centre for Countering Digital Hate (CCDH) found in a
survey in the US.

Alarmingly, CCDH found a third of teens in the US believe climate
policies “cause more harm than good” and 30 per cent said, “climate
science and the climate movement can’t be trusted.”

The “Old Denial” centred on two key false narratives, which have
both declined in use:

* “Global warming is not happening” — which is down from 48 per
cent of all denial claims in 2018 to 14 per cent in 2023.

* “Humans are not causing global warming and climate change” —
down from 17 per cent to 16 per cent.

“New Denial” has evolved to focus on three increasingly prevalent
narratives:

» “Climate solutions won’'t work” — up from 9 per cent to 30 per cent.

» “Climate science and the climate movement are unreliable” — up
from 23 per cent to 35 per cent.

» “The impacts of global warming are beneficial or harmless” — up
from 4 per cent to 6 per cent.

“New Denial” narratives — which constituted 35 per cent of all
climate denial on YouTube in 2018 — now represent the large major-
ity (70 per cent). In the same period, the share of “Old Denial” has
dropped from 65 per cent to just 30 per cent of total claims.

The UN’s Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change provided
a stark warning of the consequences of failing to act on climate
change, while describing the “growth in misinformation” as an
attempt “to maintain the status quo by actors in positions of power.”

“Misinformation on platforms such as Google and YouTube poses
a legitimate threat to our nation’s ability to respond to this crisis, as
well as putting climate scientists in peril through direct threats and
causing global harm as people die in extreme weather events,” UCS
said.

The climate crisis intensifies each and every day. There’s little time
to waste. The recent UN Environmental Programme Emissions
Gap Report has sounded the alarm; we are currently heading
towards a dangerous 2.8°C global warming, far exceeding the
Paris Agreement’s 1.5°C target. As pointed out by Barbados Prime
Minister Mia Mottley at COP26, even a 2°C increase spells disaster
for vulnerable communities.

As humanity stands on the brink of a climate catastrophe, vest-
ed economic and political interests continue to foster and fund
climate mis/disinformation. Addressing climate mis/disinformation
is a prerequisite to effectively fighting climate change. The recent
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report high-
lighted the necessity of immediate action, noting that organised
dissemination of scientifically inaccurate information has exacerbat-
ed polarisation and hindered the formulation of new and ambitious
climate policies.

Opinion in Australia appears to be better, but there is no room for
complacency. Just 60 per cent of Australians accept that climate
disruption is human-caused, a fall of six percentage points from the
previous poll 18 months earlier and well behind the global average
of 73 per cent according to the results from French polling company
Elabe.

Keep an eye out for mis/disinformation, counter it, call on the provid-
er to take it down and tell others to do likewise.
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The CPA welcomes the election of
Nicolas Maduro as
president of Venezuela

Vinnie Molina
CPA President

The Communist Party of Australia,
congratulates President Nicolas
Maduro on his successful election of
28 July 2024.

In a recent meeting with Venezuelan
Chargé d’affaires, His Excellency Luis Laya
at the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
Embassy in Canberra, we listened to his
report on the election result that, as part of
the democratic process, elected President
Nicolas Maduro.

The Venezuelan electoral process allows
for Venezuelan citizens living abroad to par-
ticipate in elections which many residents in
Australia did attending ballot booths set up
for this purpose at the Venezuelan embassy
in Canberra.

We heard about the opposition who par-
ticipated in the electoral process and refused
to recognise the results. Some opposition
members have been active for many years
trying unsuccessfully to reverse the gains of
the Bolivarian revolution.

The opposition has been known to be
involved in violence with the aim of destroy-
ing the revolution. They have become closer
and closer to US imperialism. It is well known
that the opposition participated in the elec-
tions but planned to challenge the election
results if victory was not delivered to them.

Venezuela experienced several cyber
attacks during its electoral process, aimed at
delaying or manipulating the electoral results.
Fortunately, the Venezuelan people were

&
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organised and took to the streets in defence
of their revolution. On Friday 23 August the
Venezuelan Supreme Court ratified the elec-
tion results that proclaimed Nicolas Maduro
as the legitimate president of the country.
The CPA understands that US imperial-
ism is the strategic enemy of the Venezuelan
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CPA visit to the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela embassy with Venezuelan Chargé d’affaires HE Luis Laya (left).

people. We also understand that divisions
among people on the left have to be amended,
based on the principle of no interference,
in which only the Venezuelan people have
the right to find common grounds in the
best interest of the working class and the
popular strata.

The CPA thanks HE Luis Laya for
welcoming our delegation to the embassy
to exchange in a dialogue on how we
can improve the solidarity movement in
Australia. &

WA: housing justice for Aboriginal tenants

Leading law firm Slater and
Gordon has filed a Federal
Court class action on behalf
of thousands of Aboriginal
tenants living in substandard
public housing across remote
areas of Western Australia.
The class action accuses the
Housing Authority and State of
WA, as lessors of public housing
in remote Aboriginal communities,
of breaching multiple residential
tenancy, contract, and consumer
protection laws between 1 July
2010 and 19 August 2024, includ-
ing failing to:
« adequately maintain,
repair and carry out
structural and other
improvements to public
housing rental properties,
and/or to do so within a
reasonable time;
provide public housing that
was reasonably secure;
provide public housing

that was reasonably
comfortable; and,

« ensure that public housing
rental properties complied
with basic health and safety
laws.

The class action also alleges
that the Housing Authority and
State engaged in unconscionable
conduct towards Aboriginal ten-
ants. It claims that as there were
limited providers of housing in
remote Aboriginal communities,
the respondents knew, or ought to
have known, that Aboriginal tenants
had few alternative options, lacked
negotiating power and informa-
tion about their rights, and were,
therefore, particularly vulnerable.

The Housing Authority and
State are also accused of taking
advantage of Aboriginal tenants
by charging them high rent for
poor-quality properties, and that
the amount of rent charged varied
without sufficient explanation.

The statement of claim suggests
there are thousands of public hous-
ing premises leased by Aboriginal
tenants across remote communi-
ties in the East Kimberley, West
Kimberley, Pilbara, Wheatbelt, Mid
West, Gascoyne, and Goldfields-
Esperance regions of WA. Those
who leased the properties between
the relevant 14-year timeframe are
automatically included in the class.

Through the class action, appli-
cants are seeking:

« financial compensation for
the losses and damages they
have suffered, including
repayment of rent where the
property was without basic
working amenities, and for
inconvenience, disappointment
and distress that housing-
related concerns have allegedly
caused; and,

« repayment of expenses they
have incurred to rectify
housing defects and issues,

NT Election: ‘Fear and division’
pay off for CLP

Peter Farmer

The Country Liberal Party has
formed a majority government
in the Northern Territory
after a campaign described by
activist group GetUp as “using
crime as cover for dangerous
policies, instead of listening
to communities.”

Labour will only hold five
seats out of a possible 25, while

the Country Liberal Party looks
like having a comfortable 16. The
result has been described as a
“shellacking.”

One factor that went against
Labor was a backlash over gas
developments. Opposition to
Labor’s endorsement of gas projects
and of fracking has seen the likely
result of Greens Candidate Suki
Dorras-Walker winning the Greens
first ever seat in the NT.

The result was a good one for
Indigenous candidates. One out-
come is that the parliamentary
Labor Party will be dominated by
Indigenous members from seats
in which Aboriginal people form
a majority. There’s also an inde-
pendent Indigenous candidate
Yingiya Guyula who has kept a seat
with more than 70 per cent of first
preferences. @&

such as buying and installing
air conditioners, door locks,
increased power costs among
other costs.

Principal Lawyer Gemma Leigh-
Dodds said public housing tenants
deserved better.

“Every person, regardless of
where they live, deserves safe and
reasonable housing,” Leigh-Dodds
said.

“For too long Aboriginal people
living in remote communities have
been expected to ‘put up and shut
up’ in relation to their housing
rights. By filing this class action
on their behalf, we are demanding
better housing justice for Aboriginal
Western Australians.”

She said almost 200 public
housing properties in several
remote communities across the
state were surveyed earlier this year
as part of the law firm’s investiga-
tion into the case. Many houses
have been without working toilets,
showers, cooking facilities, lights,
safe drinking water, doors, func-
tioning locks, reliable electricity
and/or inadequate heating and/
or cooling.

Tenants have also allegedly
been forced to live in properties
with broken windows, blocked pipes
and inadequate hot water, exposed
electrical wiring, widespread mould
and insect and/or rodent infesta-
tions. In many instances, repeated
requests for repairs had been
ignored by the Housing Authority
or State, were inadequately fixed,
or not remediated within a reason-
able time frame.

The class action alleges that
many property defects have left ten-
ants vulnerable to health problems,

while a lack of adequate perimeter
fencing and holes in walls and doors
has resulted in animals — including
venomous snakes and large cattle —
entering premises and potentially
putting tenants’ lives at risk.

“There are some communities
where the water from the tap is not
safe to drink due to high levels of
nasty contaminates like nitrates
and uranium. As a result, some
community members are forced —
and have been for years — to rely
on bottled water for drinking and
cooking,” she said.

“It’s as if the State has decided,
‘that’ll do’ when it comes to Abo-
riginal Australians. This class action
will establish, among many other
things, that the supply of safe drink-
ing water is a basic legal entitlement
that every tenant should have access
to in Australia in 2024.”

She said members of remote
communities and activists had
been advocating for homes to be
fixed for years, with little traction.

“Aboriginal Australians are
paying hundreds of dollars a fort-
night to live in houses that don’t
provide even the most basic needs,”
she said.

“Through this class action, we’re
holding those responsible for WA’s
public housing accountable. We're
saying you can’t collect rent and not
uphold your end of the bargain.”

The class action follows a land-
mark High Court decision relating
to housing rights of Aboriginal ten-
ants in the Northern Territory run
by Australian Lawyers for Remote
Aboriginal Rights (ALRAR), which
has teamed up with Slater and
Gordon for this class action.
Slater and Gordon &
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CPA visit to Minister and Deputy Chief of Mission Mr Li Fanjie at the Chinese Embassy on CPA General Secretary Andrew Irving & President Vinnie Molina paid a diplomatic visit to
21 August 2024 Palestinian ambassador 1zzat Abdulhadi at the Palestinian embassy in Canberra on

23 August 2024.
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CPA diplomatic visit to the Embassy of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam on 22 August 2024.  CPA visit to the Venezuelan Chargé d’affaires Mr Luis Laya during a diplomatic visit on
22 August 2024.

Australia Cuba Friendship Society

g e | :
Cuban deputy minister for foreign affairs Mr Elio Rodriguez meeting with ACFS Cuban deputy minister for foreign affairs addressed members of the Australia-Cuba Friendship
leaders and members at the Cuban Embassy in Canberra, 23 August 2024. He Society branches who attended a reception in Canberra.

presented ACFS presidents with a certificate for each friendship society in Australia.
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Socialist Vietham and China
strengthen relations

William Briggs

Vietnam’s new President and Gener-
al-Secretary of the Communist Party
of Vietnam (CPV), Toé Lam has just
concluded his first state visit to China.
The meetings with his Chinese coun-
terpart, Xi Jinping are particularly
significant in the light of heightened
tensions in the region. While many
heads of state visit Beijing, this meet-
ing of the presidents and party leaders
from two socialist states has a special
importance.

China was a deliberate choice for Lam’s
first visit as leader. Xi Jinping made the
comment that this decision reflected the
importance Lam attaches to relations between
the two parties and countries. Xi said that
“China and Vietnam have maintained rapid
economic development and long-term social
stability, demonstrating the superiority of
the socialist system and the vitality of the
socialist cause.”

T6 Lam emphasised that his choice of
China as his first foreign visit demonstrated
that the CPV and Vietnamese government
regard China as a strategic choice and assured
the Chinese leader that China is the top pri-
ority for Vietnam’s foreign policy.

The Western media make much of any
supposed or imagined tensions between
the two countries. There are sometimes
issues that the Western press seize upon,
where differences can be perceived, but
Lam assured his host and the world, that
Vietnam fully supports the ‘one-China’
policy, opposes any secessionist actions
in Taiwan, and rejects any interference in
China’s internal affairs. The US has long
courted Vietnam, along with other Asian
states, in order to isolate China. Socialist
Vietnam'’s act of solidarity with China is
an important one.

There was a strong sense of a political
unity and solidarity between the two nations.
Both states exist in an economic world

dominated by capitalism, and these issues
were also prominent in the talks.

While it might not have been an official
slogan for the visit, ‘cooperation’ is the best
word to describe what was unfolding. This
cooperation is evident in the areas of plan-
ning between China and Vietnam for the
immediate and longer-term future. There
were agreements to strengthen cooperation
in diplomacy, defence, and public security.
Belt and Road initiatives were also prominent.

Railway connections between the two
countries are to be further developed. China
has agreed to provide ‘non-refundable’ assist-
ance. Cross-border economic cooperation
is being streamlined. Technology transfers
and investments are being facilitated to the
mutual benefit of both states.

Good news stories don’t get much air-
play in our mainstream media, and the new
developments between the two socialist states
is hardly an exception. It is not in the inter-
est of our press to report that documents
of cooperation have been signed relating
to Party schools, industry, transport con-
nectivity, finance, plant quarantine, health
care, media and broadcasting.

The Vietnam News Agency (VNA) report-
ed that the visit was especially significant
as it supported “Vietnam’s foreign policy of
independence, self-reliance, multilateralism,
and diversification, which includes a policy
of considering relations with China a top
priority.” The VNA added that agreements
reached between the two countries will
contribute to “a peaceful and stable environ-
ment, offering more favourable conditions
for pushing socio-economic development,
elevating the country’s position and prestige,
and successfully implementing the targets
set by the 13th National Party Congress.”

China likes to say that foreign policy
should be conducted in a win-win manner.
This has been shown in the state visit by T6
Lam and his delegation to China. It is also
a win-win for the strengthening of socialist

LY

cooperation. &

Coat of arms of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam

CHICAGO: “I'm a trade union-
ist, so I liked the idea of break-
ing rules,” said Joe Richert,
secretary-treasurer of Serv-
ice Employees International
Union Local 73, to a crowd
of peace activists and union
members at the SEIU Health-
care union hall. The event was
organised on the third day
of the Democratic National
Convention in Chicago by the
US Hands Off Cuba and the
National Network of Cuba
Committees.

Richert was part of a delegation

| WAS ONLY
FOLLOWING ORDERS

o)
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Cuban solidarity at
Democratic National Convention

of union members who went to
Cuba last summer to celebrate May
Day and learn about the socialist
island’s trade union practices.

“When we talked about strik-
ing ... the unionists there said they
didn’t really strike often, and I was
surprised at first. But, when they
explained to me that the workers
bargain and negotiate with the
government, which is made up of
workers themselves, I started to
understand. I am not that educated
on communism, but this made
sense to me. Workers know what
other workers need.”

Calling all readers

Give us
a laugh

The Guardian — the Workers’ Weekly
is in need of cartoonists,

or humourists

If you can draw a cartoon, tell a joke,

or wrife up a quick parody,

send it to us at editor@cpa.org.au

But, what Richert most took
away from the trip was knowledge
of the terrible effects of the US
blockade and economic embargo on
Cuba on the working people there.

IN THE MIDST OF
CONTRACTION

Cuba is in the midst of a years-
long economic contraction that’s
affecting food production and
the availability of medicines. The
central element of the ongoing
economic crisis in Cuba is the US
blockade which is causing shortages
of specific products from abroad.
Overall economic production is
down, held back by shortages
of supplies and fuels. Currency
shortages and loss of workers due
to migration are worsening the
healthcare and education sectors.

US classification of Cuba as a
“terrorist sponsoring” nation, on the
so-called State Sponsors of Terror-
ism list, leads to the deprivation of
much-needed aid and supplies, as
well as the opportunity for general
economic trade. Countries on the
list are ineligible for transactions
involving US dollars. Due to the
risk of US penalties, international
financial institutions opt out of
fulfilling Cuba’s credit needs.

Since returning from Cuba,
Richert and trade unionists like him

have worked hard to pass resolu-
tions in their union locals and labor
federations to call on the US govern-
ment to end the blockade of Cuba
and remove it from the SSOT list.

“So far, we’ve gotten 40 reso-
lutions passed in local unions and
federations — most recently the
California Labor Federation that
represents 2 million workers,”
said Richert.

“I am passionate about get-
ting labor involved” in the Cuba
solidarity movement, he said. “We
have to fight for them because if we
don’t, the same forces will come
for us next.”

Byron Sigcho Lopez, alder-
person from Chicago’s 25th ward,
which represents a primarily Latino
area, called for all labor, civil rights,
and community organisations to
continue to pressure the Democratic
Party to end the blockade. “It will
not happen without organisation,”
he said.

“The American people know
the blockade is wrong,” he said.
“They know there are no terror-
ists in Cuba.

“There are 40,000 immigrants
that were bussed here by reaction-
aries. Let’s face it, Donald Trump
is a fascist. He openly admitted
that meddling in Venezuela had
nothing to do with ‘democracy’ but
had everything to do with oil. We

cannot discuss Cuba, Venezuela,
or Puerto Rico without discussing
imperialism,” he said.

Carlos Lasso, a Cuban-Ameri-
can high school teacher and founder
of Puentes de Amor, insisted that
the economic embargo on Cuba
is an act of warfare. He served a
tour in Iraq as a combat medic
and his experiences there helped
him understand the situation in
his home country more, he said.

“I was born in Cuba 60 years
ago. My father was a communist
and my mother was an anti-commu-
nist. I left Cuba in 1991 and ended
up in Miami. And like many others,
I believe that you don’t need to be
like my father, or my mother, to
understand that what is happening
to Cuba is wrong. You just have to
be a decent person.”

Puentes de Amor, the organisa-
tion led by Lasso, gained attention
for bringing together American
and Cuban-American citizens who,
functioning as a bike squad, have
ridden over 3,000 miles to the
White House to promote the idea
of love bridges between the Cuban
and US people.

“We’re about friendship,” he
said. “My dream is for my father,
Cuba, to be able to connect with
my mother, the US. Cuba Si, Blo-
queo No!”

People’s World &
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Germany: Ultra-right
exploit fear

Immense emotion overwhelmed all of Ger-
many after the knife attack in Solingen which
cost the lives of three visitors on 23 August at
the festival celebrating the 650th anniversary
of the city located between Cologne and Diis-
seldorf. Faced with the scale of the tragedy
the Chancellor went to the town to express
his dismay and express his solidarity with the
victims and to their families.

The attacker is said to be of Syrian origin, a refu-
gee in Germany since 2022. They seem to have been
inspired by Islamic State.

RULING COALITION DIVIDED

The toll could have been even more terrible since
eight other people were injured, four of them seriously.
The suspect fled and finally surrendered to the police
on two days later.

A few days before two regional elections in Saxony
and Thuringia for which polls already anticipated
a record surge by the extreme-right Alternatif fur
Deutschland (AFD), the jihadist horror of Solingen
was immediately exploited by right and racist forces.
who are trying to defeat the federal government over
its migration policy.

Although the authorities condemned the attack
with the greatest firmness and demanded “the most
exemplary severity with regard to the assassin” and

control of the sale of the lethal blade weapons like the
one the attacker used, they appear divided.

The Greens and Social Democrats are calling for
tougher measures against migrants, but do not ques-
tion the right to asylum. The third group in the ruling
coalition, the Liberal Party, is demanding stricter
measures to make asylum almost impossible. Chan-
cellor Scholz is on the defensive and has promised a
new round of measures facilitating expulsions and
reinforcing the principle of drastic selection of all
asylum candidates.

Right-wing Christian Democratic opposition
(CDU) leader, Friedrich Merz, has opportunistically
demanded “a total stop to immigration from Syria
or Afghanistan.” He’s been outbid by the head of the
AfD who has called for a total halt to all immigration.

AfD head Alice Weidel, unsurprisingly, holds
immigration solely responsible for the horror of Sol-
ingen and call for its “total stop.”

Sahra Wagenknecht and her alliance of the same
name have also gone the populist route, calling for
“a complete change of direction” in asylum policy.

Germany has a lot of political and social malaise
that can’t be solved by simply demonising migrants
or by making entry into the country harder, but at
the moment, asylum seekers are low-hanging fruit
for the nation’s populists.

Edited from UHumanité &

Vietnam and China,
to work together

BEIJING: Vietnam is ready to

Hanoi is willing to cooperate

China has been engaged in
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work with China to properly
manage maritime disputes
and maintain stability in the
region, Vietnamese President
To6 Lam said during a meeting
with Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping in Beijing on 19 August.
“Vietnam is ready to properly
control and manage maritime dis-
putes with China, and to jointly
maintain regional peace and sta-
bility,” Lam was quoted as saying
by the Chinese Foreign Ministry.

with Beijing on a multilateral inter-
national level, to support multipo-
larity, defend international justice
and actively contribute to global
peace and development, he added.

Lam, who is also the general
secretary of the Communist Party
of Vietnam, is on a state visit to
China. This is his first foreign trip
since taking office. The visit reflects
the great importance Lam places
on bilateral relations, the Chinese
Foreign Ministry said.

decades-long disputes with several
Asia-Pacific countries, including
Vietnam, over the territorial own-
ership of certain islands in the
South China Sea, where significant
hydrocarbon reserves have been
discovered on the continental shelf.
These disputes involve the Paracel
Islands, Spratly Islands and Scar-
borough Shoal.
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. Global Briefs

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC: Hundreds of Dominicans dem-
onstrated in front of the National Palace, Santo Domingo,
demanding improvements to the Criminal Code. The
protesters wanted a modern Penal Code that would pro-
tect the rights of women, girls, and the vulnerable. Other
demands included criminalisation of femicide and aggra-
vated femicide, recognition of privileged self-defence in
cases of gender-based violence, and severe sanctions for
the use of chemical substances as a method of torture.
In the Dominican Republic abortion is prohibited under
all circumstances. It has been long demanded that abor-
tions be allowed when the pregnancy is the product of
rape or incest, the life of the mother is in danger or there
are foetal malformations incompatible with life — known
as ‘three causes.” The protest ended with the creation of
the Popular Legislative Initiative for a Better Code, which
will lead a campaign to collect signatures in support of the
changes.

GERMANY: Germany is establishing its first military base
abroad since WW2. Military barracks are being built in
Lithuania, near the Belarussian border. When completed,
it will become Germany’s first permanent military base
outside its own territory. Under Chancellor Olaf Scholtz
Germany remains the largest European donor to Ukraine
despite worsening economic situation in the country and
waning popular support for further military aid. The estab-
lishment of a German military base in Lithuania aims to
highlight Germany’s leadership in European security.

VENEZUELA: The Venezuelan Supreme Court certified
the re-election of President Nicolas Maduro in last month’s
vote, court President Rodrigues said. “The explanation of
election materials confirms the outcome of the presiden-
tial election of 28 July 2024, as announced by the National
Electoral council, which was won by citizen Nicolas
Maduro Moros, president of the Bolivarian Republic of
Venezuela, for the constitutional term from 2025 to 2031,”
the justice said in comments on TV. Edmundo Gonzalez,
former candidate from the far-right bloc, never appeared
before the Electoral Chambers of the Supreme Court and
failed to provide the required documents.

ETHIOPIA: A large-scale planting event took place in
Ethiopia. Ethiopians planted 600 million saplings through-
out the country. The Minister of Agriculture announced
that 317,521 hectares of land had been prepared for the
Green Footprint program. According to the plan, adults
were supposed to plant more than 20 saplings, while teen-
agers were encouraged to plant more than 10 saplings.
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed, who participated in the event,
said that if Ethiopians “are united, they can do more than
that.”

CONGO: More than 1,000 new mpox cases emerged last
week in Congo, according to health authorities. The World
Health Organisation (WHO) has declared the outbreak in
Africa a global emergency. Out of a total of 18,910 cases
this year, 17,794 were in Congo, according to the Africa
Centres for Disease Control and Prevention. African
health authorities asked for desperately needed vaccines
to help fight the growing threat.

CHINA: President Xi Jinping has congratulated
Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro on his electoral
victory and has reiterated Beijing’s support for the “just
struggle against external meddling.” “China and Venezuela
are friends of mutual trust and joint development partners,”
he added, and stressed the Chinese government’s support
for Caracas’ efforts “to safeguard its national sovereignty,
dignity, social stability, and its just struggle against exter-
nal interference.”
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USA: possible recession

William Briggs

Is the United States heading into an
economic recession? The recent Wall
Street upheaval and the panic that
spread to global stock markets sug-
gest that the fear is real. If the mar-
kets were ‘jittery,” many bourgeois
economists and economics writers
were in serious melt-down mode.
Recession was predicted by some, a
‘soft-landing’ by others. Australia was
to see a significant rate cut to save us
and then the RBA kept rates on hold,
no doubt to save us. Markets lost bil-
lions and then regained ‘most’ of the
losses. The anarchy of capitalism was
on show and such a show it is.

The fear of recession was based on what is
known as the ‘Sahn rule,” named after Claudia
Sahn, a former Federal Reserve economist.
If the unemployment rate, based on a three-
month average, is half a percentage point
above its lowest point for the past 12 months,
then the economy is said to have dipped
into recession. The Sahn rule has accurately
forecast every recession in the US economy
for the past 50 years. The latest jobs report’
in the USA showed that the Sahn boxes had
all been ticked. The result was a panic that
spread around the world.

The fragility of the US economy and the
rise in unemployment makes a mockery of
the repeated claims over the past months of
the health of the American economy. The US
leads the G7 economies. In January 2024,
the American Department of Commerce
reported that their GDP growth rate was
“exceeding expectations.” The rate of growth
was explained as being due to an increase in
manufacturing and in consumer spending.
This was linked to a rapid rise in employment.

The optimistic statements on manufac-
turing figures are contradicted by statistics
coming from ING economists. Output has
stalled over the past two years. The Institute
for Supply Management released figures that
show manufacturing in the USA actually
shrinking over the last 16 months.

It is a similar story in relation to employ-
ment. The panic that shook Wall Street just
a week ago was influenced by a downturn
in jobs and a rise in unemployment that is
central to the Sahn rule thesis.

While the catastrophe of a US recession
might not yet have materialised, the fear
is real. Economists at Goldman Sachs, not
known for their extravagant predictions,
have raised the economic threat level. They
predict that the likelihood of the United
States economy moving into recession in
the next 12 months has risen from 15 per
cent to 25 per cent. The working class, who
will suffer the most will be hard-pressed to
tell the difference between near-recession
and recession.

The globalised capitalist world shares
the fragility of the US economy was shaken
by the events that shook Wall Street.

The South Korean market dropped by
8.77 per cent. Japan recorded a loss of 12.4
per cent. Almost $100 billion was wiped
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from the value of Australian market. The
3.7 drop in Australia was the biggest single
loss since the COVID lockdown.

Interestingly, the Shanghai and Hong
Kong stock exchanges suffered minimal
damage. Speaking to the Chinese media, Yang
Delong, chief economist at the Shenzhen-
based First Seafront Fund commented that
“despite the widespread downturn in global
markets [China’s] resilience against declines
indicates that previous adjustments have
been quite sufficient.” In the midst of the
turmoil, the Chinese yuan rose significantly
against the dollar. This has led to speculation
by Chinese economists that a strong yuan
could well attract inflows of foreign capital.
Capital, after all, knows no borders.

The global economic outlook is not espe-
cially healthy. The World Bank estimates
that growth will be just 2.6 per cent in 2024
and 2.7 per cent in 2025. These figures did
not factor in the potential recession that is
facing the world’s biggest economy and the

The Snail and the Starfish
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‘best performing’ economy among G7 coun-
tries. Growth for Japan is estimated to be
0.7 per cent. This is the same figure for the
EU zone economies. The USA was predicted
to grow by 2.5 per cent, which is becoming
increasingly uncertain. China, with a growth
rate expected to be at or around 5 per cent,
remains the only actually stable economy and
is effectively keeping the global economy,
from recession.

The refusal by so many bourgeois econo-
mists and Western governments to accept
this simple fact is astonishing. Individual
capitalist investors, companies, and cor-
porations, however, do acknowledge the
truth, which is why China is being seen as
an increasingly better place to invest. The
US economy might or might not have an
actual recession but it is in retreat. If it is in
retreat, the faltering economies of the Euro-
zone, Japan, Australia, and all the capitalist
world are in grave danger. @&
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John Paterson

Just as today, two and a half
millennia ago, the ancient
Greeks knew of Aesop’s Fables
and the race between the tor-
toise and the hare. The story
has become legendary and is
often taken to mean that the
race is not to the swift, but to
those that persevere.

While tortoises and hares were
well known to the ancient world,
they had little knowledge of what
went on just below the surface of
the nearby Mediterranean Sea.
While they extensively collected
and decorated their royal tombs
with large predatory marine snails
such as the giant triton, they would
have had little knowledge of the
ecological impact of this marine
predator removal.

Similarly, when tritons were
extensively collected as a bycatch
of the post-WW2 trochus fishery,
no one in Australia was concerned
until population explosions of their
crown-of-thorns starfish prey and
extensive coral destruction were
observed in 1962 at Green Island
off Cairns. After research on this
large predatory snail confirmed
that the giant triton primarily fed
on starfish, it was finally protected
on the Great Barrier Reef in 1969.

Today, coral reefs are consid-
ered to be under threat from many
impacts ranging from over-fishing
and nutrient enrichment to climate
change and ocean acidification. The
impact of over-fishing includes the

reduction in populations of the large
Maori wrasse and giant groper, as
well as smaller fish that feed on
juvenile starfish. Nutrient enrich-
ment, turbidity and sedimentation
also directly affects coral, starfish
and triton larval survival.

Climate change, which affects
cyclone intensity and sea tempera-
ture, together with ocean acidifica-
tion which affects calcification of
everything from protozoans and
coralline algae to corals, shells,
starfish, and fish are considered
serious longer-term impacts that
influence the future survival of
tropical coral reefs.

So, what does a race between a
tortoise and a hare have to do with
snails and starfish?

Basically, no one expected the
hare to have a sleep during the race.
Everyone knew that the hare was
faster than the tortoise and should
have won the race, but one changed
condition completely altered the
outcome.

In the case of the giant triton
and the crown-of-thorns starfish,
early research incorrectly suggested
that another species of starfish was
the preferred prey of the triton. This
implied that while this other species
was common, the triton could not
exercise population control over
crown-of-thorns starfish. However,
it turned out that this other species
was extremely slow moving and
unable to escape the triton. While
it was eaten more frequently by the
triton, this other species was not the
preferred prey. The crown-of-thorns

starfish is relatively fast moving and
often avoided capture losing only
a few of its many arms, making
it easier to catch in the future. In
nature just as in fishing, it’s often
not what you'd like to eat, but what
you can catch that determines what
you wind up eating.

Additionally, everyone thought
that predation was the only manner
in which a predator influenced the
population of its prey. One only has
to look at the sharks, crocodiles
and sting rays to see how relatively
few human fatalities influence our
tropical swimming. Similarly, recent
research by the Australian Institute
of Marine Science has demon-
strated a clear alarm response by
the starfish to the presence of the
giant triton. Starfish aggregation
at spawning is considered essential
to egg fertilisation and successful
reproduction, and disruption of this
behaviour by the triton has been
suggested to critically influence
starfish populations.

The giant triton is still being
collected in many parts of its wide
range and it is now time to con-
sider whether local protection is
sufficient to conserve populations
of the giant triton or whether inter-
national action such as listing in
Appendix 2 of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered
Species (CITES) is required. This
was proposed by Australia in the
mid-1990s, but was opposed by
Japan at the time.

It’s time to revisit this and give
the snail another chance. &
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UK: a rainbow
beyond the riots?

Let’s start with the language and analysis. The
tidal wave of racist gatherings that swept across
Britain was designed for riot, not protest.

It isn’t enough to describe them in terms of mind-
less violence, working-class bigotry or plain ignorance.

Behind the ugliness lies an organised attempt to
undermine British democracy, divide working-class
communities and shift political attention from redis-
tribution to retribution.

The roots to Britain’s riots are not going to be
found in Russia. Instead, look at the sources that
have poured £1.5 million (almost AU$3 million) into
‘Tommy Robinson’s personal bank accounts and who
bankroll the lobbyists behind him.

The same funders of the English Defence League
(EDL) support an ugly cluster of right-wing activists,
both in politics and in the press.

Long before Benjamin Netanyahu’s onslaught on
Gaza, right-wing lobbyists queued up to deflect criti-
cism of Israel. Any mention of the country’s apartheid
system was to be defined as anti-semitic.

Then, as Gaza slipped from apartheid into geno-
cide, international criticism of the slaughter had to
be neutered. In Britain, this meant shifting criticism
onto peace protesters — redefining them as “hate
marches” — and onto the very presence of Muslims
in British society.

Robinson, the EDL and their political allies were
happy to oblige. Anything was acceptable as long as
it avoided talk of suspending Britain’s arms sales to
Israel, or redefining the IDF as a terrorist organisation.

A

LIGHTING THE FIRE

To be fair, the far right could not have triggered
Britain’s riots and looting without the help of the Tory
government. Over 14 years they looted the British
economy and created a poverty pandemic that will
take longer to recover from than COVID.

I say this not to justify the riots or the racism, but
as evidence of how easy it is to turn the dispossessed
and exploited against notional outsiders. Eight hun-
dred years ago Britain did this to Jews, when Edward 1
expelled them from the Kingdom of England. Today,
the scapegoats are Muslims.

The silver lining to the riots, however, is that they
spectacularly backfired. Across the land, people came
together, demonstrating that we are so much better
than the racists would have you believe.

From the ordinariness of everyday lives, people
came to each other’s rescue. Streets were cleared,
walls rebuilt, roads resurfaced, food and refreshments
spontaneously offered, and shop frontages repaired.
Communities everywhere came together in “not-in-
my-name” solidarities.

Genuinely, “hope not hate” took to the streets.

The far-right riots ended up demonstrating that
our society is so much better than the ugliness that
fascists were looking for. In every part of the country,
people recognised that such carnage stains us all.

-

Moming Star (edited for length) &
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1. Economic protest strategy
2. Status of many Palestinians
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Across:
4. Palestine strugeles against it
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8. Support for Palestinian cause
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Cumbersome

Non-weaselly, this word means something is hard to carry,
like an extra-large phone that could destroy a pocket, or a
sofa that’s a nightmare to move into the house. The weasel
use of this word is to mean any regulation someone doesn’t
want to comply with. In a shock move, the ALP has passed
some legislation that makes life a bit better for workers (right
to disconnect, legislation to prevent casualisation). Business
finds going along with the new laws ‘cumbersome,” we find
business whinging massively unsurprising.

Shackles

This word conjures up an image of large chains tied around
some poor person’s hands or legs. So cruel! This week,
it's been used to try to make us feel sorry for the building
industry.

Building employers have it tough. All they want to do is
employ construction workers for as little money as they can
get away with paying, with as little care for safety as is legal-
ly possible, for maximum profit. Their hands are shackled
in this noble task by the CFMEU, but a Labor government
is un-shackling them, so we can all look forward to more
exploitation, less safety and higher profits for developers.

Freedom

One of those weasel words that always sounds nice,
‘freedom’ achieves weasel status through being vague.
Conditions always apply. Freedom for whom? Freedom from
what? Where?

In a speech at the US Democratic Party Convention that is
being reported as though it's the Second Coming, Kama-
la Harris has said that the US stands for “Freedom, and
dignity”.

This will come as news to the people of Gaza, and the West
Bank who don’t have a lot of either, not to mention the cit-
izens of Egypt whose military dictatorship Harris will keep
propping up if she gets to be President.

The US does stand for freedom in the sense that they love
talking about it, but conditions always apply.

The National Interest

The Australian Financial Review is a solidly pro-big busi-
ness paper, and along with its Nine stablemates The Age,
and The Sydney Morning Herald, has been very keen on
smearing the CFMEU. Political editor Phillip Coorey is
enthusiastic about the ALP government “working with” the
Liberal-National Coalition on making the CFMEU legisla-
tion even more draconian (see recent Guardians). Coorey
says this cooperation is “in the national interest.” If it's in the
national interest to have a totally unaccountable bureaucrat
take over a democratically run union and spend members
money anyway he feels like while being exempt from the
law, Coorey must live in a different nation to the rest of us.

Plant food

This is one of those phrases which is true as far as it goes,
but which is almost always used for weaselly purposes.
Yes, you could call carbon dioxide ‘plant food,” and climate
change denialist and former chief of the Australian Nucle-
ar Science Technology Organisation (ANSTO) Adi Paterson
has done just that, ticking off Australians worried about cli-
mate change for having an “irrational fear” of carbon dioxide.

Increased CO2 in the atmosphere has been linked to the
most severe fires in Australian history, during which three of
our major cities had hazardous air quality, so we're not sure
if ‘irrational’ covers any fear we might have.

Co2 is “plant food.” Water is good for plants too, but Pater-
son might have a rational fear of being immersed in it.
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US, Israel and Palestine -
privilege and oppression

William Briggs

The influence that America exerts on the
world and the media’s ability to focus
global attention was on full show as the
US Democratic National Convention
anointed Kamala Harris to lead it to
the presidential election. It was touted
almost as the dawning of a new golden
age. While the beatification was under
way, tens of thousands of US citizens pro-
tested outside the glittering, flag draped
hall. They were demanding an end to the
US-sponsored genocide in Gaza.

Harris did make mention of the slaughter
but as Hatem Abudayeh, chairperson of the US
Palestinian community Network said, “leading
with Israel’s right to defend itself in the wake
of 40,000 massacred Palestinians is absolutely
tone deaf.” Harris simply repeated Biden’s
position; the suffering is terrible, but Israel
has a ‘right to defend itself.” That position has
seen billions of dollars go to aid the genocide.
It has lead the USA to offer diplomatic cover
for every crime committed by Israel, and to
send military reinforcements in case Israel
escalates the violence in the region.

While the world watched the spectacle
of the Democratic Convention, the missiles,
bombs, and tanks continued their work in Gaza.
Children continued to die. Starvation and dis-
ease continued to take their toll. Palestinians
continued to be driven from their homes in
the West Bank, and the Lebanese continued
to live in fear.

Negotiations for a ceasefire continue. We
are told, on an almost daily basis that a ‘break-
through’ is imminent. We are told that it is up
to Hamas, that it is Hamas that is baulking at
peace. The reality is different.

Hopes were built around the promotion of
a United States ‘bridging’ proposal that might
see the parties resume talks on the American
three-stage process for a settlement. This
three-stage process had been agreed to by
Hamas months ago. Israel made it clear that
it would not support such a process. One non-
negotiable element for Hamas was a full and
complete withdrawal of Israeli forces from
Gaza. Netanyahu refused to even consider it.

The same approach has been taken to the
‘new’ bridging proposal. It is a scheme that
would supposedly act as an interim strategy
towards implementing a more enduring peace
settlement. Hamas leader, Osama Hamdan
pointed out that no-one needs “new Gaza
ceasefire negotiations; we need to agree on an
implementation mechanism.” He added that
Hamas had agreed to the earlier US proposal
but that the US administration failed to con-
vince Netanyahu.

The power that the US has over their ally
is beyond question. It’s doubtful how much
the US wants to end the genocide. The fact
that Israel is able to go on with its campaign
of destruction is entirely down to the support
it gets from Washington. Hamdan rightly said
that America “is just buying time for the geno-
cide to continue. We only want to implement
the proposal that we agreed to ... the Israeli
delegation that went to Doha presented condi-
tions that violate it.” Those ‘conditions’ were
that an Israeli military force remain in Gaza,
an armed occupation.

Despite all this, Biden accused Hamas of
“backing away” from a ceasefire deal.

Many voices in the region point to a col-
lapse of negotiations. The US maintain that
things look positive. The fact remains that the
‘new’ US proposal; the ‘bridging’ proposal, sits
well with the demands that have been made by
Israel, and that Israeli troops will remain inside
Gaza. Netanyahu is pitching this as a ‘border’
security force to keep Israel safe from Hamas
‘infiltration.” He has stressed that his forces
would not withdraw ‘under any circumstances.’
He has also repeated that Israel is ‘close to total
victory’ which makes nonsense of any talk of a
ceasefire or a lasting peace.

While Israeli forces have been turning
Gaza into a wasteland of rubble, death, and
pestilence, Israel has been establishing what it
calls a “security buffer zone” along the border.
It has also built a ‘security’ road that cuts Gaza
in half and will be patrolled by Israeli troops.
This is similar to its strategy of dismember-
ing the West Bank. Netanyahu has also made
it clear that after the initial six-week ceasefire
phase of the ‘three-stage’ process, he would
resume fighting.

The Israeli leader is able to say that and
behave as he does because he has an ‘ironclad’
guarantee of US backing.

In Chicago, at the Democratic Convention,
Kamala Harris spoke of ending the nightmare
of Gaza but also of supporting Israel. She
pointedly made no comment about ending
the flow of weapons to Israel. This would be
an impossibility, but not because she or any
other US politician has any particular hatred
of Palestinians. It is all tied up in an economic
system that deals in death on a daily basis. It’s
just business.

As vice president and as a senator, Kamala
Harris supported providing US military aid
to Israel. It is a position in line with most US
politicians of either side of Congress.

US military ‘aid’ is a misnomer. The weapons
are made in American factories. The armaments
are purchased, just as any other commodity.
The US arms industry makes a profit. It employs
many American workers. The weapons must
be used or the armament component of the
US economy would collapse. It is all a simple
matter of capitalist economics. No US president
is about to interfere with that.

In her acceptance speech, Kamala Harris
called being a US citizen “the greatest privilege
on Earth.”

Millions of people across the globe suffer
because they are not “privileged” to be Ameri-
can. The dying, the starving, the diseased, the
broken people of Gaza don’t know much about
privilege. They do know that they are oppressed.
They are oppressed by Israel which is able to
oppress them because it is allied to the privi-
leged ones of the earth.

The charade of negotiating for a settlement
goes on. While the world’s media has been
intoxicated with the spectacle of the Chicago
Democratic Party Convention and the elevation
to saviour-like status of Kamala Harris, the kill-
ing has been going on. The round of evacuation
orders has continued and the lines of broken
people in Gaza have continued to trudge from
one place of devastation to another. &
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Hezbollah strikes back

As widely expected after Israel’s assassination of senior Hezbol-
lah military commander Fuad Shukr in Beirut in July, the Lebanese
group has struck back, launching over 300 rockets and drones at
Israel.

Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah has said that since the Leba-
nese group blames Israeli intelligence for Shukr’s assassination,
the rocket attack was aimed at an Israeli intelligence base in Gilot,
north of Tel Aviv.

Nasrallah has said that the attack was delayed in order to give
ceasefire talks on Gaza a chance to succeed. However, after some
time he said that since Israeli PM Netanyahu was putting in new
conditions with US assistance, it had become clear that the talks
were “a waste of time” and there was no reason to delay.

Israel has claimed that it prevented an attack of thousands of rock-
ets through preemptive strikes, but Nasrallah has disputed this. He
said that firing just over 300 as well as using drones was deliber-
ate.

Hezbollah is a militant movement, which defines itself as a resist-
ance to US and Israeli policies. It's name means ‘Party of God,’
and members are mainly Shia Muslims. It is also a political party,
with members in the Lebanese parliament, and an armed group,
which says it has 100,000 fighters.
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