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“This union will stand”

Anna Pha

More than 60,000 construction work-
ers from the CFMEU, and other union-
ists and supporters took to the streets
around the country on Tuesday 27
August demanding the repeal of the
Fair Work Administration Act and the
return of the union to its members.

The anger was palpable, rightly directed at
the Labor Party and the ACTU. Sacked NSW
branch assistant secretary Rob Kera said:
“In the name of my son and his children and
his grandchildren and everybody after that
... we're going to campaign for the absolute
destruction of the Australian Labor Party.”

National Secretary of the union, Zac
Smith told the Canberra rally: “Adminis-
tration will come and go, politicians
will come and go, but this union will
stand long after they’re gone.”

Electrical Trades Union Victorian secre-
tary Troy Gray said the claims against the
CFMEU were “bullshit, unsubstantiated
allegations.”

“"We’'ve got to get conirol

Three leaders of the Queensland branch of
the CFMEU have filed a High Court challenge,
arguing the legislation is unconstitutional
and in breach of principles of separation
of powers.

Greens Senator Max Chandler-Mather
spoke passionately in support of the
CFMEU. He has copped considerable
flack from Liberal and Labor alike for
his trouble.

The Construction and General Division
of the CFMEU has been put into the hands
of an administrator, Mark Irving KC for at
least 3 years, using legislation supported
by Labor, the Coalition and cross-bench
Teals. The Australian Greens were the
only parliamentary party to take a stand
against the bill.

Mark Irving, is now ‘the union,” with total
control of all divisions, branches, committees,
bargaining, and absolute powers that over-
ride the Fair Work Act. He wasted no time in
sacking 11 paid elected officials and another
260 branch committee members and organis-
ers. They must return all CFMEU property,

including cars, credit cards, building/security
passes, mobile phones and laptops.

CFMEU Queensland secretary Michael
Ravbar told the Brisbane rally: “We’re call-
ing on all CFMEU members, supporters and
allies to stand up, defend our right to self-
govern, and protect the future of unionism
in Australia.”

Five unions have so far indicated their
willingness to contribute millions of dollars
to High Court challenges.

The speed at which the union was placed
into administration suggests it was planned
well in advance. The bill was presented to
Parliament on 21 August, amended, and
then passed by both Houses the next day.
The administrator officially took over on
23 August.

The legislation is supposedly a response
to an onslaught of daily allegations by Nine
media accusing the CFMEU of alleged links
to organised crime, corruption, and stando-
ver tactics.

The Act seeks to intimidate any person
or organisation that attempts to undermine
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the actions of the administrator, carrying
both civil and criminal penalties of up to
$187,800, 2 years in jail or $939,000 for
organisations.

STOPWORKS POLITICAL

Barrister and political commentator
Greg Barns said that such “draconian” leg-
islation had never been brought to bear on
“any corporation.”

“To be this specific, when you already
have a mechanism in the Federal Court to
deal with this, you could only say it’s poli-
tics,” he said.

NSW secretary of the Electrical Trades
Union (ETU), Allen Hicks, criticised Albanese
for his pre-rally warning that there could be
“consequences” for workers if their partici-
pation in the rallies constituted unprotected
industrial action.

Continued on page 2
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‘Major life setback’

No charges will be laid over Veronica Nelson’s
death in custody in 2020. Nelson, a Gunditjmara, Dja
Dja Wurrung, Wiradjuri and Yorta Yorta woman, was
in maximum security after shoplifting offences. She
died after four hours of calling for help. Shoplifting
is the kind of crime that gets well-off white people
a stern talking-to, not jail. Nobody needs to be in
maximum security for it. Nobody should die because
of shoplifting.

Nelson’s death was entirely preventable. That’s
not a matter of opinion. That’s what the coroner
found. They also found that the bail laws which lead
to Nelson being in prison had resulted in “grossly
disproportionate rates of remand in custody” for
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander women.

In response to the coroner’s findings, the Victorian
government changed the bail laws. Victorian Attorney
General Jaclyn Symes said that the laws could lead
to a “major life setback.”

Why were the laws so strict in the first place? Why
have laws which have a disproportionate effect on
Aboriginal people? Those laws had been ‘toughened
up’ in a knee jerk reaction to the 2017 Bourke St
attack.

Nelson’s death in 2020 led to the campaign for
‘Poccum’s Law,” named after her aunt’s pet name for
Veronica, to make sure that Indigenous people didn’t
need to die in prison.

Nelson was far from the only Indigenous death
in custody. Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Australians are incarcerated out of all proportion
to their percentage of population, and die in prison at
a much higher rate than non-indigenous Australians.
This paper reported on the TJ Hickey commemora-
tion in January 2024 and interviewed the Indigenous
Social Justice Association about their long campaign
to change bail laws and get the most urgent recom-
mendations of the Black Deaths in Custody Royal
Commission implemented.

Like its national counterpart, Victorian Labor
knows what’s going on with Indigenous people, but
like Labor nationally, takes an opportunistic and self-
centred approach. What keeps the ALP in power and
what keeps their corporate donors happy comes a long
way before what makes a difference to Aboriginal
people.

The ALP has done the same thing with another
issue that affects Indigenous people more than it
affects other Australians, the age of criminal respon-
sibility. All around the country, leaders are seeing
their willingness to put children in prison as a test
of political toughness. The newly-elected right-wing
Northern Territory government is the last to get into
it, wasting no time in blaming young people for their
own poverty and marginalisation, and promising to
imprison children as young as ten.

Likewise in Victoria, Labor has gone back on a
promise to raise the age of criminal responsibility.
The Victorian Aboriginal Legal Service has called
Labor out for breaking “specific and solid promises.”

Privatisation also plays a role here. The company
whose staff allegedly lied to Nelson that a nurse had
been called, is part of the privatisation frenzy of
the 1990s, that we’re still living with. Correct Care
Australasia staff had many opportunities to save
Veronica Nelson’s life, but missed them.

The Communist Party of Australia has stood with
Aboriginal Australians since a long time before other
political parties were willing to admit that Aboriginal
people were people, let alone Australians. We’ll keep
up the support, and this paper will continue reporting
on what’s important to Aboriginal people.

As for the ALP, their opportunism will continue
and the resistance to it will continue.
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“This union will stand”

Continued from page 1

Hicks said Albanese’s comments “wholly misrep-
resented” the rights of workers under the Fair Work
Act, as the workers were engaged in a political protest,
not an industrial one.

He referred to a decision of the full bench of the
Australian Industrial Relations Commission (predeces-
sor of the Fair Work Commission), that if an action
was not industrial in character it stood completely
outside of bargaining and disputation. “Here, partici-
pants were protesting the treatment of the CFMEU by
the Australian government,” Hicks said. “That cannot
rationally be characterised as industrial in nature.”

Denouncing the government’s “trial by parliament,”
the ETU refused to pay affiliation fees to the ACTU
while the CFMEU is suspended from the peak union
body, and has called for an urgent national council
meeting of the broader Communications Electrical
Plumbing Union to discuss if it remains an affiliate.

The ETU will withhold more than $1m in politi-
cal donations to the ALP and redirect money towards
funding High Court challenges to the legislation

Ravbar and his sacked Queensland colleagues
launched a company called Your Union, Your Choice.
Its constitution says the aims are to oppose anti-union
legislation, “advance the interests” of union members
affected by the laws, and pay any penalties ordered in
litigation to “promote trade unionism.” Anyone can
become a member.

SOLIDARITY

The ETU national executive motion, passed at a
meeting of officials in Hobart, says: “It is a corner-
stone of our democracy that every organisation or
individual has their right to due process and their
day in court. The CFMEU has not been afforded that
fundamental principle of natural justice, and the ETU
will stand up against this unfair treatment, as should
every other union.”

The resolution says the ETU will “remain affili-
ated with the ALP, however any potential funding to
the ALP for the 2025 election will now be redirected
to fund, along with other unions, any potential legal
challenge to the forced administration of the CFMEU.”

Maritime Union of Australia (MUA) NSW secretary
Paul Keating said the legislation was “the most anti-
worker bill that I can think of in Australia’s history.”

“It sets a real dangerous precedent for the trade
union movement or any membership-based organi-
sations, for that matter,” Keating said.

The WA Secretary of the MUA, Will Tracey, said
the branch would support the CFMEU, contribut-
ing to the funding of any High Court action to try to
overturn the “bad” legislation.

MUA officials have compared the scale of the attack
to the 1998 waterfront dispute, when the Howard
government assisted Patrick stevedores to sack and
replace its militant workforce with workers trained
in Dubai, triggering a massive fightback by unionists
and the community, and an ultimate victory.

Home Affairs Minister Tony Burke is consider-
ing calls to fast-track skilled foreign tradies arriving
in Australia. The Master Builders Australia have
been calling for expedited construction-specific visa
pathways. Labor can be expected to comply using the
CFMEU'’s actions as an excuse.

United Firefighters Union (UFU) National Secre-
tary Greg McConville said the union would consider
making a financial contribution towards funding a

High Court challenge. The union has provided the
CFMEU with legal opinion by senior barrister Herman
Borenstein KC that the bill expressly overlooked the
views of CFMEU members “by the abrogation of the
rules of natural justice.” The Act directly states that
the rules of natural justice do not apply.

The Act was “straying dangerously into the use
of executive power to intervene in the representative
structure of a registered organisation ... This is of con-
cern to us because a government of any colour could
decide it doesn’t like the leadership of a particular
union,” McConville said. (See page 5 for more on the
undemocratic nature of the legislation.)

“I think the impact of the bill, or the ramifications
that may well flow out of it, are a problem for the trade
union movement as a whole,” Tracey said.

Australian Manufacturing Workers Union (AMWU)
acting Victorian Secretary Tony Piccolo said, “Union-
ists should be treated in the same way as corporate
Australia and be given their opportunity to defend
allegations and have their time in the court.”

LABOR/ACTU

The ACTU wasted no time in suspending the union.
“There’s a point where people have got to reflect on
their own decisions and their own behaviour and why
has it led to where we are now,” said ACTU Secretary
Sally McManus, as if the union had already been found
guilty of alleged criminal conduct and corruption.

“I want to make it really clear that there’s no
place for criminals or violence or intimidation,” said
McManus.

This suspension has resulted in a split in the trade
union movement at a time when maximum unity is
needed to defend a union under unprecedented attack.

McManus said the CFMEU could have avoided the
laws if it had consented to administration and stood
down officials Darren Greenfield and Derek Christo-
pher! In other words she supported the union being
put into this draconian administration.

FIGHT BACK

The struggle to defeat this draconian, anti-union
legislation cannot be won in the courts alone. It will take
a massive, united struggle of trade unions, left politi-
cal parties, progressive organisations and individuals.

This Act sets a precedent that can — and will -
be used against any other trade union, membership
organisation or advocacy group — peace, environmen-
tal, political — that dissents with government policy.

Labor is headed to defeat in the next elections,
not just over its attempts to destroy the CFMEU, but
support for AUKUS and Israel’s genocide of Palestin-
ians, inaction on climate change, erosion of Medicare,
and the cost-of-living crisis. The question is: what
will replace it? The Coalition is the traditional party
of big business.

There is an urgent need to build and strengthen
the working class party, the Communist Party of Aus-
tralia, and stand trade union and other progressive
candidates in the next election.

“The CPA calls on its members and workers across
the country to work within their unions and across the
broader movement to campaign for unions to oppose
this treacherous legislation and ruling class attempt
to completely destroy the trade union movement.”
(See Guardian “An injury to one is an injury to all”,
26 August, #2113) &
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Welcome to the 16 page Guardian

A message from the Editor

I’'m delighted to say that the Guardian will have 16 pages from 1111 —

this issue on. Four more pages! '|i||| i ;
I'm proud of the work that the Guardian Collective and our contribu- ittt : « B

tors in Australia and around the world do, so I'm really happy that we £

i

i

have four more pages in which to bring that work to you. ;l
Every week we feel we can’t cover all the pressing issues of the day. - e AL
There’s a lot to cover! Governments are greenwashing their inaction 1

and the planet-harming actions of fossil fuel corporations. A genocide

is ongoing in the Middle East. Australia is being softened up for more
militarisation as a junior partner to the USA, while public services such
as health, education, and welfare are being treated as a privilege, nota |y -
right. A Labor government is working with the Coalition to attack unions.

A 16-page Guardian means we can have:

+ More industrial material, about what’s happening with workers,
and their unions.

» More world news that you won’t see in mainstream/corporate
media.

« More reviews and analysis of what’s happening from a working-
class Marxist point of view.

Four more pages feels like the sky’s the limit, and I'm really looking
forward to bringing more of the Guardian’s quality material to you.

What won'’t change is the mission of the Guardian, The Workers’
Weekly, the weekly paper of the Communist Party of Australia, to bring
you the truth about what’s going on, and to give you news and views you
need to see, but won'’t see in the reactionary, anti-worker mass media.

We accept no paid advertising. This means we are not driven by
corporate agendas. This paper comes from the perspective of the people
who work for, and are victims of the big corporations.

Speaking of money, we run this paper at a loss. There will be a small
and long overdue increase in the cover price of the physical paper.
This won't affect our loyal subscribers until they come to renew their
subscription.

The electronic version is free, you can get it from our website, or
you can go on a mailing list to receive it in your email. We encourage  5,,4dian sales in Boorloo/Perth
you to share it widely. :

If you receive the paper for free, and you appreciate the work we do,
please consider donating to the Press Fund. You can donate directly to the
Press Fund at Guardian Publications, bsb 062006, account 10554488,
call our office on (02) 9699 8844, or donate via the Party website, at
cpa.org.au.

We know readers are doing it tough. Any contribution is appreciated.

The other thing you can do to help is take out a subscription for -] B

yourself or a friend% Y P P COI'II Inlll‘ll$|‘ Pﬂﬂy 0' AUS'I' ¢I|I¢I &'
We thank you in advance for this, your support is greatly appreciated. Central Committee Phe +61 2 9699 8844 s
Also important is feedback. We want to hear from our readers, about e Fax: +61 2 9699 9833

what you like, and suggestions for improvement. Generol Secrelary: Andrew irving 74 Buckingham St ‘ Email: president@cpa.org.cu
You can write to me directly about the paper at editor@cpa.org.au. President: Vinnie Molina Surry Hills NSW 2010 Ausiralia Web: www.cpa.org.au
In solidarity,

Floyd Kermode i

Editor: the Guardian, The Workers’ Weekly CPA greetlng to
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The Communist Party of Australia conveys its warmest greeting to
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u n ' a Pa pe r The TKP Congress is taking place at very critical time in the history of the
the world. Tt aims to weaken the workers’ movement and the role of the trade
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the efforts by Communists and Workers Parties for peace and a common shared
See subscription form page 15 supporters of the Communist Party of Tiirkiye.
international solidarity, the struggle for peace, social progress and socialism.
b d -I-' .I. P F d 31 August 2024
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Hands off
workers’ super!

Anna Pha

The assault on construction industry superan-
nuation fund, Cbus, is part of a wider, ongoing
attack on all industry superannuation funds.

Industry super funds are not-for-profit. They run
only to benefit members, have low fees, and have never
paid commissions to financial planners. They make
higher returns for their members than retail funds.

Industry fund boards are made up equally of
union and employer nominees (6 each) with one or
two independent directors appointed and approved
by both union and employer members.

Cbus has performed above the industry standard,
and invests a proportion of members’ funds in social
housing. It has 923,000 members and $92 billion in
funds under management.

When Labor appointed Mark Irving administra-
tor of the Construction and General Division of the
CFMEU, it gave him the power to remove and appoint
members to the Cbus board. He has used those powers.

The CFMEU held 3 of the 6 union-appointed posi-
tions on the 14-strong board. The other 3 reps were
from other unions involved in construction. There are
6 employer appointed positions and 2 independent
appointments.

Irving removed Rita Malia and Darren Greenfield
from their elected positions of NSW President and
Secretary respectively. They have resigned from the
Cbus board.

Irving asked Dave Noonan, former National Sec-
retary of the CFMEU, to step down as a director of
Cbus. Noonan refused, saying no accusations had been
made against him. So Irving took him off the board.

ATTACK ON INDUSTRY FUNDS

The big banks, insurance companies and retail
funds want their own representatives to control
these funds and turn them into for-profit retail funds.
Hence the call for the removal of both employer and
union representatives to be replaced by ‘independ-
ent’ directors. No prize for guessing whose interests
they will represent!

These calls apply across the board, not just to Cbus
and the allegations against the CFMEU reps. These
allegations are just another vehicle for a wider attack.

They have the support of the Coalition and former
chairman of the Australian Competition and Consumer
Commission Graeme Samuel. Samuel has called for
“independence.” What he means is that the board
should be dominated by the finance sector.

David Murray, a former Commonwealth Bank
CEO and Future Fund chairman who led the Abbott
government’s financial services inquiry is another
seeking to gut the industry fund boards.

The Australian Prudential Regulation Authority
(APRA) wants the fund to engage an independent
expert to review the board as to whether they are “fit
and proper” persons under prudential standards, and
to look more broadly at whether trustees are complying
with their duty to act in the best interests of members.

APRA supervises institutions across banking,
insurance and superannuation. It has added an extra
condition to its licence to conduct a review in rela-
tion to its fit and proper requirements, the trustees’
compliance with the duty to act in the best financial
interests of members.

The finance sector also objects to the areas of
investment that industry funds choose. For example,
Cbus is going to invest in the government’s affordable
housing fund. Such investments are socially desirable
as well as providing jobs for members.

Cbus, in response to members’ requests, does
not invest in the military industry. It is accountable
to members.

POLICY

It is outrageous that Labor has set up a mecha-
nism for seizing control of Cbus’s board. With a minor
change to the legislation this could be applied to other
unions and industry super funds.

The current legislated structure should remain in
place — an independent chair and all trustees to be
appointed on an equal basis by employer and union
organisations in the main industry covered by the fund.

Board decisions must continue to require the sup-
port of at least two thirds of board members.

APRA should investigate the larger underperform-
ing retail funds and leave the far superior industry
super funds alone! &

CFMEU: Setka interview
reveals ... not much

Guardian

Paresgo

q

Robert Sullivan

There was a lot of fanfare for
Spotlight’s John Setka inter-
view, but in the end, the sen-
sationalised event amounted
to nothing. The only ‘new’
information was some allega-
tions that there was a secret
deal struck between CFMEU,
ALP & ACTU whereby Setka
would resign from his posi-
tion in exchange for the union
being spared administration.
Setka claimed that his side
of the bargain was upheld. This
rumoured deal was presented with
a similar level of proof as the allega-
tions which the federal government
used to put the union into adminis-
tration — that is, almost nothing. It
is not verifiable. For their part, the
federal government and the ACTU
deny such a deal was proposed.
Claims of infiltration or takeover

of the CFMEU by bikies were han-
dled well by Setka. He asked if the
interviewer would prefer if mem-
bers of motorcycle clubs not be
allowed to work. He also pointed
out that ‘bikies’ had been in build-
ing industry employment since such
employment existed — as he put it
“since Jesus was in shorts.”

The topic of ‘cash for Enterprise
Bargaining Agreements’ (EBAs)
was suggested by the interviewer.
Audio recording of Harry Korras,
covered by mainstream mastheads
in July, was rehashed to suggest
that EBAs are a contract sold to
individual firms. This is not the
case. The Spotlight segment did a
fair job of explaining what an EBA
is — an agreement covering one
or more worksites which dictates
pay and conditions, negotiated by
employers and employees through
their elected bargaining representa-
tives (in this case the CFMEU).

Setka treated the ‘cash for
EBASs’ suggestion as nonsense.
Which is correct, as the Korras
audio recording does not describe
a credible process.

Unfortunately, the interview
will be used as fuel for further
attacks on the CFMEU. Setka’s
mostly reasonable responses to
questions will be presented devoid
of context by people who do not
understand, or who wilfully mis-
represent the realities of working
in the building industry. There’s
no shortage of volunteers from
Australian media.

The CFMEU should be support-
ed to operate with its democratic
structures in place and without the
imposition of administration from
a hostile government. Anything
less than this is theft from union
members and an erosion of work-
ing life in Australia. @

Thousands of public sector nurses and midwives across
NSW stopped work for one hour last week, as they ramped
up their fight for a 15 per cent pay increase.

NSW Nurses and Midwives’ Association (NSWNMA) mem-
bers from 100 hospitals and health facilities statewide walked
off the job to demand respect from the government and call
on the Treasurer to pay nurses and midwives what they
deserve. NSWNMA General Secretary Shaye Candish said
after more than ten negotiation meetings with the state gov-
ernment, there’d been no progress on the union’s pay claim.

“We have done everything that has been asked of this union
and more, and despite all of that, nothing has shifted,” said
Candish.

“The state government needs to know we are serious and
we are fed up. Wages for the state’s largest female work-
force have been suppressed for more than a decade. Labor
must fix this gender inequity, and show that it respects our
nurses and midwives and the work they do caring for our
communities.

“The government is choosing to pay nurses and midwives
low wages. In real terms, their wages are sitting at 2008 lev-
els, while dealing with 2024 costs. Entry level nurses in NSW
are now the lowest paid in the country.

“If the state government wants to rebuild the nursing and
midwifery workforce, and is serious about retaining its
hardworking and dedicated staff, it must step up and pay
nurses and midwives a wage that reflects their incredible
contribution.

“The government needs to stop exploiting the generosity and
goodwill of nurses and midwives.

“It's time Premier Chris Minns and Treasurer Daniel Mookhey
recognised the value and worth of nurses and midwives.”

Dozens of metropolitan and regional NSWNMA branches
held public rallies and closed meetings as part of their stop
work actions.

PARASITE OF THE WEEK: The ALP government.

Federal Labor politicians in the NT have broken their prom-
ise to apply the expanded water trigger to dangerous fracking
projects, after Tamboran announced it in the Beetaloo Basin.

Frack Free NT spokesperson Alex Broers said, “The Northern
Territory’s federal representatives Marion Scrymgour and
Malarndirri McCarthy promised their constituents they would
expand and use the water trigger to help protect communities
from fracking. They have broken this promise. Territorians
are profoundly disappointed that the Albanese government
has not used the law it created for its designed purpose.

“The federal government will be held partly to blame for
whatever harm now comes to the aquifers, waterways, and
environments where this fracking pilot is underway because
it failed to do the bare minimum and call this project in.”

Central Australian Frack Free Alliance spokesperson Hannah
Ekin said, “The Territory election showed people are upset
with Labor and sick of this party not taking action consistent
with its promises. A lot of people in the NT are really wor-
ried about what is being done to our water and climate, and
Federal Labor is dragging its heels and allowing this harm to
be done.

“Tamboran’s announcement is profoundly disappointing,
but we remain committed to the fight against fracking. The
community is determined, even if the Albanese government
doesn’t have the strength to deliver its own promises on
water and climate.

“It's up to all of us to keep fighting for what is right — to keep
this gas in the ground — and that’s what we’re going to do.”
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Anna Pha

Queensland branch secretary Michael
Ravbar and assistant secretaries Jade
Ingham and Kane Lowth were among
those sacked by the administrator
under legislation placing CFMEU Con-
struction and General Division of the
CFMEU branches under administra-
tion. They have registered a special
purpose public company, Your Union,
Your Choice Ltd, to fund legal chal-
lenges to the legislation.

Ravbar and Lowth have filed a special
leave application in the High Court arguing
the legislation is unconstitutional and in
breach of principles of separation of powers.
The ‘separation of powers’ is the principle that
the power to make and apply laws is divided
between different groups — the Parliament,
the Executive and the Judiciary — to avoid
one group having all the power.

Ingham has accused the government
of “an extraordinary attack” on unions and
democracy. He has a good case in view of the
powers the administrator has over a union
and its members who have not been pros-
ecuted, let alone found guilty by any court.

Consider the following quotes:

Australia

CFMEU court action

NSW Council for Civil Liberties: “The
rushed nature of this legislation which is
designed to override a process begun by the
Fair Work Commission and the Federal Court
threatens the principles of natural justice
and procedural fairness. We note that the
proposed legislation would set a precedent
where membership-based organisations can
have democratic control externally removed
on the basis of untested allegations. This is of
concern to all unions, registered clubs, and
Australian membership-based organisations.

“The Bill violates Australia’s obligations
under the International Labour Organisation,
namely Articles 3 and 4 of the Freedom of
Association and Protection of the Right to
Organise Convention, 1948.”

Greens Senator David Shoebridge: “There
hasn’t been legislation like this in the federal
parliament before. To give such extraordinary
powers, literally to take over an organisation,
to rewrite its rules, to summarily terminate
any and everybody without regard to natural
justice — there has never been legislation
like this brought to the federal parliament.
Should it require scrutiny? Of course it does.”

Shoebridge again: “We’ve raised concerns
about giving the minister unlimited power
over the rules of an organisation through the

scheme ... the bill creates a scheme that can
summarily terminate anyone in the union,
rewrite the rules or appoint whatever admin-
istrator they like. Our concern is that, when
you give that power to this minister, you give
it to every future minister. If there is a future
Minister Cash (Michaelia Cash, Shadow
Industrial Relations Minister) — and I'll do
what I can in my political work to prevent
that happening — we have asked: is Labor
comfortable with giving Minister Cash that
power over the CFMEU? And, if Minister
Cash — or Minister X, Y or Z — gets used to
exercising that power over the CFMEU, what
other organisations would Minister Cash
seek to exercise that power over, without
any constraint and with no referral back to
this parliament?”

Shoebridge: “We have in our mind, other
civil organisations, such as protesters, forest
protesters and climate protesters, which have
been increasingly criminalised by both Labor
and the Coalition. We have in our mind using
terrorist statements and weaponising national
security organisations like ASIO to attack
the government’s political opponents and to
advance the attack against other organisa-
tions. We have in our mind the way Labor
and the Coalition together want to ramp up
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federal powers to the AFP [federal police]
and ASIO and other centralising powers, and
we see that one of the essential protections
we have in this country is civil organisations
that are not controlled and directed by the
government or by a minister.”

Greens MP Max Chandler-Mather: “Let’s
step out some of the things that this legisla-
tion allows the government to do: entirely
seize control of the CFMEU through an
administrator for a minimum of three years;
permanently ban officials/workers from
ever working for a union again without any
proof of wrongdoing; fire any elected officials
or staff they wish to without any proof of
wrongdoing and effectively deny those staff
or officials natural justice or even standard
employee rights; take control of all union
assets; decide when and if elections are
called; and completely override the union’s
own constitution.

“You would think that every member of
this place [House of Representatives] would
respect the separation of powers, natural
justice, and the rule of law.”

You might think that, but Labor obviously
does not respect those things. @&

City of Sydney CPA branch
takes on Sydney University

Denis Doherty

The City of Sydney branch of
the CPA has taken on Sydney
University over their changed
rules for demonstrating after
the experience of the student
camp at Sydney University.
We, along with the students
also object to the connection
between the University and the
arms corporation Thales. From
April to June this year students
set up encampments on many
Australian University campuses.
The Sydney University one was
large and long-lasting.

The students were asking why
and how SU was assisting Israel in its
genocidal acts in Gaza. Arms behe-
moth Thales makes 155 mm shells
at its Benalla plant in Victoria which
could be exported to Israel. Thales has
a partnership with the University of
Sydney and a strong connection to
Israeli arms companies. The Faculty
of Engineering takes funding from
Thales for projects and industry
placements.

Acting on reports in the local
paper that the University had changed
the rules, we wrote to the Students
Representative Council and con-
gratulated them on hosting the camp:
“We read with alarm a report in the
local paper of the new rules cover-
ing protests in the University and
agree with you that they should not
be allowed to proceed and that every
effort should be made to reverse the
decision.

“University is traditionally a
time and place where the young can
question and test out issues of the
day in relative safety and freedom
from excessive harassment by law
enforcement.

“The recent campsite at the Uni-
versity was a great act of political
activism as it brought attention as to
how Sydney University was complicit
in the violence that is continuing in
Gaza. It is evident that through a
previous agreement made between
the University of Sydney and the
French arms company Thales that
the University was complicit in the
arms trade and indirectly in supply-
ing weaponry to the Israel and other
war fronts such as Ukraine.”

We also wrote to the Vice Chan-
cellor Mark Scott, voicing alarm at
the recent draconian restrictions on
student protests, and reminding him
of the need for openness about uni-
versity deals with arms companies.
We assured him of our support for full
funding for education, and pointed
out that the military get more fund-
ing each year than education.

In replying, the Vice Chancellor
rehashed the familiar line that pro-
tests should be lawful and not cause
any trouble. He did not respond to
the issue of the level of funding for
the University, or the morality of
the presence of arms corporations
in Universities. He did not comment
on the need for community-wide
campaigns to increase funding for
education. &

A meeting of the campers at Sydney University in April this year.

Che Janz

No TERFs on Queensland turf!

On 25 August, members of the Sun-
shine Coast branch travelled to Magan-
djin/Brisbane in support of the local
Trans community.

The event was a counter-protest by
Magandjin Peoples Pride (MPP), a queer and
Trans right protest organisation, against an
event by Woman Up QLD (WUQ) a transpho-
bic, islamophobic, anti-vax hate group.

The use of violence and intimida-
tion highlighted how WUQ and the Trans

Exclusionary Radical Feminist movement
overall does not care for women, and their
liberation from the patriarchy. I and other
members of the branch stood on the front
line, seeing WUQ members constantly trying
to aggravate us with slurs and filming the
crowd whilst sneering behind the camera.
The MPP counter protest was certainly
noisy but entirely peaceful, as half way
through the procession a WUQ supporter/
TERF approached one of the MPP organis-
ers, screaming abuse and in a rather cringe-
inducing manner starting dancing to protest

chants whilst waving a middle finger in the
air. In response to shouts of “move on,” the
TERF then swung at one of the MPP mem-
bers striking them on the nose, whereupon
the Queensland Police rather grudgingly
escorted the TERF away.

This blatant hypocrisy was pointed out
by speaker Niall Davis who said “These girls
(The many Trans Fems/Women in attend-
ance) will forever be more feminist and more
revolutionary than you will ever be,” adding
that “Trans Rights are human rights!”

Together with CPA members united with

the MPP members for this struggle we easily
outnumbered the WUQ thugs, with about
8-10 of them versus the 25+ in attendance
at the counter protest.

Not only did we surpass them but we
showed together that hateful bigotry is not
welcome in Magandjin/Brisbane, and groups
like MPP and our very own Sunshine Coast
Branch will be there to demonstrate in sup-
port of a better future for Queensland and
Australia. &
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What is class struggle unionism,
and why do we need it?

union members economic

Dave McKee

People’s Voice has long championed
class struggle unionism. We cele-
brate it within Canada, and we pro-
mote those labour organisations that
maintain a class struggle orientation,
including international ones like the
World Federation of Trade Unions.
We always call for more and more and
more class struggle unionism.

But what do we mean by the term, and
why is it so important?

CLASSES,
NOT INCOME GROUPS

Class struggle unionism means recognis-
ing that we live in a capitalist society which
is divided into social classes. We don’t mean
the income-based categories like ‘middle
class’ that the mainstream media feeds us,
but classes that are defined by their relation-
ship to the economy.

In capitalist society the means of produc-
tion — factories, banks, mines, transport, and
communication industries — are owned by a
minority (capitalists) who profit by exploiting
the labour of the majority (the working class).
While human labour, in combination with
nature, is the source of all material wealth,
workers own no means of production and
must sell their labour power for a wage in
order to live.

So there is a basic conflict in capitalist
society between capital and labour — between
bosses and workers. The two sides’ inter-
ests are directly opposed to one another, as
capitalists try to extract more profit from the
exploitation of workers, while workers fight
to improve their wages, living and working
conditions, and economic and social rights.

This is the heart of the class struggle
under capitalism — it affects the whole of
society, and ultimately compels the work-
ing class to change the social system itself.

For unions, this means recognising that
workers create the wealth that billionaires
steal for their own enjoyment. This is true for
both public and private sector workers. The
task is to take back that wealth for those who
produce it — to workers, their families and
communities, in the form of higher wages,
better benefits and pensions, and more
corporate taxes. That requires a combative
approach which places demands on capital-
ists and their governments, and mobilises the
entire union membership into the struggle.

THE STATE
IS NOT NEUTRAL

Class struggle unionism also recognises
that the state is not a neutral body. A central
fact of political life is that state power is in
the hands of finance capital — the owners
of the large-scale means of production,
trade and finance control state machinery
like the armed forces, police, judiciary, and
civil service. The state is an instrument of
class rule.
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While we have ‘democratic’ elections
to select this or that government, the state
structure itself is constantly used to thwart
people’s struggles. We see this through state
intervention to undermine free collective
bargaining and the right to strike, picket,
and organise. We also see it through police
and courts action against picket lines and
demonstrations, as well as through state
efforts to block and roll back labour and
democratic rights.

What this means for unions is that all
gains for working people must be won and
defended through struggle. Parliamentary
efforts like elections and lobbying can be
part of this struggle. They cannot replace —
and must arise from — extra-parliamentary
mass mobilisation of the working class and
its allies. We can elect as many ‘friends of
labour’ as possible, but that doesn’t change
the fact that the state is a partisan, active and
increasingly authoritarian force on the side
of finance capital. Escalating mass action by
working people is the path forward.

UNIONS ARE
ORGANISATIONS OF
THE WORKING CLASS

We often think of unions as being
restricted to a specific workplace or trade.
After all, one of the single biggest elements
of union work is negotiating and enforc-
ing collective agreements with a specific
employer. Labour legislation tends to strictly
fence unions into this type of activity alone,
through laws that prohibit job action during
the life of a contract, limit or ban political
campaigning, or impose limits on how funds
can be spent.

But unions are not creatures of a work-
place, and certainly not of government legis-
lation — they are working-class organisations
created by workers specifically to protect and
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advance their economic interests as wage
workers. Unions are the basic organisations
of class struggle.

Union gains serve the interests of all
working people, organised and unorgan-
ised, by helping to raise living standards
and social conditions for the working class
and working people in general. To blunt
this fact, the ruling class wages a systemic
ideological campaign to turn working people
against unions.

So union work cannot be isolated to
individual workplace issues for the benefit
of members there, but must extend to the
entire working class. This includes unem-
ployed and retired workers, and unorgan-
ised workers, as well as youth and students.
It includes struggles on societal issues like
gender, racial and national equality, and
global issues like peace, international soli-
darity and climate justice.

LABOUR UNITY, ON THE
BASIS OF STRUGGLE

Different unions have different areas of
concentration which can be quite powerful
during sharp struggles. But dividing unions
by sector, trade, geography or nation can also
lead to narrowness and isolation.

The ruling class, including the govern-
ment, encourages this trend toward divi-
sion by pitting unions against one another
in jurisdictional battles, typically favouring
the ones it deems most pliable. Opportunis-
tic ‘business unionist’ leaders often become
complicit in this process, as they place the
narrow aim of increasing their dues-paying
membership above the task of strengthening
the working-class movement, advancing the
class struggle and improving conditions for
all working people.

At the same time that the ruling class tries
to weaken the labour movement through
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division, the struggle between the working
class and capital continues to sharpen. The
ongoing fight to weaken and destroy the
union movement is a key part of the cor-
porate drive to lower real wages and living
standards. The campaign to reduce labour’s
bargaining strength and extract concessions
includes direct state intervention and the
maintenance of mass unemployment, what
Marx and Engels called “the reserve army
of labour.”

UNITY

A critical part of the struggle against
finance capital (‘corporate rule’) is oppos-
ing concessions and expanding the scope of
unions’ bargaining power. But this cannot
proceed so long as there is disunity, nar-
rowness and isolation within the union
movement.

For class struggle unionism, it is critical
to unite labour’s ranks around class-oriented
militant actions which confront the offensive
from corporations and their governments.
Unity on the basis of class struggle can bring
about democratic and anti-monopoly trans-
formation, a key foundation for shifting the
balance of class forces in favour of the work-
ing class and its allies.

To unite people into a left political move-
ment capable of winning far-reaching gains,
the labour movement needs to constantly
build and rebuild its ranks — both in terms
of numbers and in terms of political con-
sciousness and organisational capacity. This
requires a class struggle orientation and a
political and social agenda which extends
to the entire working class and people as
a whole, to win the popular support nec-
essary to oppose and defeat opportunism
and class collaboration while building a
mass movement capable of changing the
social system.

People’s Voice @&

South Australia: More Friends for Palestine

AFOPA doubles membership

Ron Hall

At the 2024 AFOPA (Aus-
tralian Friends of Palestine
Association) annual general
meeting, a doubling of mem-
bership was reported along
with growing support at ral-
lies and protests in Adelaide.
In fact, this has been the case
for Palestinian support groups
around the world as disgust
grows towards the belligerent
pro-Israel response of many

governments to the genocide
in Gaza.

Many people are moved and
angry. AFOPA serves to amplify
the Palestinian voice in its fight
against the Zionist line.

Protests at the South Austral-
ian Tour Down Under made an
effective statement. Challenges
were made to Multicultural Affairs
over its request for removal of the
Palestinian flag and to the Lord
Mayor over his opposition to a pro-
Palestinian slogan on an inner-city

community mural. Expressions of
concern were lodged with the Press
Council and the Human Rights
Commission over reporting in
the Advertiser which has failed to
respond despite protest placards in
front of its office asking it to “tell
the truth.” Such anti-Palestinian
attacks illustrate the power of the
Zionist lobby which makes ready
use of the anti-Semitic tag.

The ambivalent approach of the
current Labor government of Aus-
tralia over the “two state solution”

while not currently supporting the
immediate formation of a Palestin-
ian state, amounts to a shameful
surrender to Zionism.

As guest speaker at the annual
general meeting, the organiser of
the Big Ride for Palestine Adelaide
Group stressed the importance of
community engagement to coun-
ter powerful lobby groups. The
ride went from the Torrens River
in the city to the coast at Glenelg.
Younger people especially were
invited to take part in the healthy

activity of cycling. Spontaneous
support included unions such as
the AMWU and the CFMEU. The
Ride even included a rider from
the Tour de France.

AFOPA which operates its own
shop in the central business district
of Adelaide, in the past year was
able to donate a total of $20,000
to Gaza through Human Appeal
Australia. &
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Israel’s genocide
expands

The ongoing Israeli genocide in the Gaza Strip
is the culmination of all the injustices inflict-
ed on the Palestinian people throughout the
decades. The war did not start on 7 October
2023. Now Israel’s genocide is set to expand.

There is growing fear among Palestinians that Israel
wants to extend its campaign of mass killing, mass
destruction of infrastructure and forcible displacement
of the population in Gaza to the West Bank as well.

The Electronic Intifada reports Palestinian human
rights groups warn of the “employment of tactics that
mirror those used in Israel’s genocidal campaign in
Gaza.”

Israel’s targeting of hospitals and healthcare facili-
ties in the West Bank is one indication of that. So is
the escalating use of airstrikes.

Israel may take the lack of international interven-
tion to stop its near-total destruction of Gaza’s health
facilities as a greenlight to escalate such violence in
the West Bank.

In recent days, Israeli foreign minister Israel
Katz explicitly called for the army to use Gaza-style
tactics there.

“We must address this threat with the same
determination used against terror infrastructures in
Gaza,” Katz said on X, formerly known as Twitter.
“Including ... evacuation of Palestinian residents and
any necessary measures.”

Israeli settler leaders are amplifying this call.

SETTLEMENT EXPANSION

“Israel’s military attack on northern West Bank
governorates should be regarded in light of Israeli
intentions to permanently remove Palestinians and
(re)establish Israeli colonial settlements instead,”
Palestinian human rights groups said.

Settlement expansion is a top priority for Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu and his key
allies Finance Minister Bezalel Smotrich and National
Security minister Itamar Ben-Gvir.

The pair have been aggressively promoting set-
tlement in the West Bank while attention has been
focused on Gaza. This includes expanding existing
settlements and formalising ‘outposts’ — new colonies
erected by settlers.

The West Bank is central to the Zionist settler-
colonial project.

In 1948, Zionist forces took over 78 per cent of
historic Palestine and established the Israeli state on
it. The West Bank, 20 per cent of historic Palestine,
remained in Jordanian hands, while Gaza, about two
per cent of the territory, remained under Egyptian
control.

In June 1967, Israel launched a surprise attack on
Egypt, and conquered the West Bank, Gaza, Egypt’s
Sinai Peninsula and Syria’s Golan Heights. Since then,
Israel has withdrawn only from Sinai.

It began colonising all these territories soon after
the occupation began.

In the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, Israel
has nearly tripled the number of Jewish-only settle-
ments since the signing of the Oslo accords in 1993.
In July 2024, Israel carried out one of the largest
state land grabs since the Oslo accords. There are now
700,000 Jewish settlers in the occupied West Bank —
all of whom are there illegally under international law.

While Israel withdrew its settlers from Gaza in
2005 — their presence was unsustainable due to the
fierce resistance — Israeli leaders are now speaking
of re-establishing colonies there.

But the main focus of colonial land theft has always
been the West Bank.

Israeli settlement expansion, ethnic cleansing
and settler violence in the West Bank has also always
been the impetus for armed resistance across historic
Palestine.

Ritual calls for a two-state solution are a tactic
meant to kick the can down the road, politically speak-
ing, while Israel ethnically cleanses Palestinians and
steals their land.

Such calls are never accompanied by international
action to bring any such “solution” about — notwith-
standing its declining support among Palestinians.

No matter how many they kill, no matter how
many they arrest, the resistance ultimately recreates
itself. Despite 11 months of sharply increased Israeli
killings, arrests and raids on refugee camps, the resist-
ance in the West Bank is stronger today than it was
on 7 October.

The Electronic Intifada &
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South Australia:
Merchants of Death State

Dr Bev Hall

The fast-growing expansion of the defence industry and the
rapid increase of militarisation in Australia, particularly in South
Australia, have established us as a military target. Support for
this has been in the form of a defence curriculum in schools.
SA being declared a “defence state” and the number of defence
establishments being developed at the expense of health, edu-
cation and care does not provide a future for our children. The
public are being lulled into the ‘normalisation of increased pro-
curement of weapons’ by promises of jobs and prosperity. These
claims in turn give glowing views of lives improved in health,
educational and societal developments. What is not highlighted
is that all these defence establishments and build-up not only
provide very few jobs but put Australians in the front line of any
conflict. Australians are expendable for the US and UK.

Militarisation is the expansion of a military culture, with an intense
amount of symbolism and encroachment into civilian space.
Powerful media campaigns promote the expansion of the defence
industry. Marketing defence so effectively with large budgets
ensures the normalisation of militarism in Australia. Australia is
aiming to become one of the top international exporters of killing
machines.

The defence industry in Australia is not only supplying the
local military, it's also part of the US and UK military sup-
ply chains. This militarism supports power through dominance
and aggression rather than through diplomacy and negotia-
tion. Concentrating on defence and militarism does NOT make
Australia safe or secure, but it does take funds from education,
health and infrastructure.

The build-up of US marines stationed in the Northern Territory
indicates that Australia has been invaded by these foreign troops
and their equipment. Pine Gap and other US facilities such
as NW Cape, should be closed down. They are NOT serving
Australia’s interests. The US has NO interest in resolving conflicts
or building peace, but only wants to use countries like Australia
to maintain a US economy based on militarism. The US never
leaves once they establish these frontline bases. It’s still in occu-
pation in Germany almost 80 years after WW?2.

South Australia hosts Raytheon which specialises in long-range
missiles. Other firms across the north are developing various mili-
tary equipment needs to serve US interests. Logistics company
Mainfreight is building a large warehouse for the military equip-
ment needs of foreign troops. German company Rheinmetall in
partnership with the Defence Department bought the BAE facil-
ity in Holden Hill, and specialises in anti-ship Missile Defence
Systems, a multi-ammunition soft kill system. Prior to this the site
was an Australian defence industry facility which was develop-
ing laser ammunition. Rheinmetall has also built an arms factory
in Ukraine. Other equipment being manufactured are systems
comprising up to six launchers capable of firing a maximum of
32 Omni Trap decoy munitions. The aim is to create advanced
manufacturing in mechanical, electrical ammunition as well as
software. In addition to these facilities there are also the well-
established Weapons Research Centre, the RAAF Base at
Edinburgh home of the antiwarfare centre and the Orion and
Poseidon aircraft which conducts surveillance. Nearby is the
Defence Science and Technology Park, which in turn is associ-
ated with Edinburgh Parks and Woomera range complex. This
concentration places South Australians, particularly in the north-
ern suburbs of Adelaide in great danger.

Universities and schools are being heavily immersed in so-called
“defence education” commencing from primary school. Militarism
in schools restricts development in other areas of education
and leads to a normalisation of militarism overall. Government
cutbacks in funding education to universities and government
schools have allowed and encouraged the infiltration of defence
industries and defence control so these industries can dictate
education programmes.

Military solutions do not solve problems. There needs to be great-
er investment in developing, supporting and sustaining peace
and to halt the rapid expansion of the Defence Department
and Defence industry. We need to support an independent and
peaceful Australia.
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Graham Holton

Eric E Williams completed his
PhD dissertation, “The Economic
Aspects of the Abolition the Slave
Trade,” using Marxist analysis, in
1944. Published as Capitalism and
Slavery in the US, at a time when
apartheid was still enforced there
and in South Africa, it has taken
its place alongside Marxist history
classics such as CLR. James’ Black
Jacobins and WEB Du Bois’ Black
Reconstruction. Williams, one of
the great Caribbean Marxist writ-
ers, was the first Prime Minister
of Trinidad and Tobago after its
independence from Britain in 1962.

It has taken 80 years for Williams’
seminal study to be made available in
Britain in a mass-market edition, awak-
ening the interest in why slavery ended
in the British Empire. Chloe Currens,
the Penguin UK editor called the pub-
lication in 2022 “a watershed moment
in the historiography of empire.” Three
thousand copies sold in the first few days.

Williams had approached the radical
publisher, Frederic Warburg, who had
published CLR James’ Black Jacobins
in 1938. Warburg refused to publish it
saying Williams’ claim that the British
abolished slavery for economic and not
humanitarian reasons, ran “contrary
to the British tradition.” The book was
published by André Deutsch in 1964,
but has remained out of print in the UK
until 2022. No major British publisher
would touch it. In comparison the book
has been continuously in print in the US
since 1944. Williams undermined the
story of British humanitarian motives for
the Slavery Abolition Act of 1833,and his
conclusions were unpalatable in Britain.

The Caribbean sugar trade developed
the economic need for a cheap slave

Book review

Capitalism and Slavery
by Eric E Williams

labour force. As Karl Marx noted, “the
turning of Africa into a warren for the
commercial hunting of black-skins sig-
nalled the rosy dawn of the era of capital-
ist production.” European ships bought
slaves in Africa, and paid with European
manufactured goods. The ships then car-
ried slaves to the Americas, where the
plantation oligarchies purchased them.
From the money earned, the ship owners
purchased sugar, cotton, and molasses
for sale in Europe. The profits from the
Transatlantic slave trade provided the
capital to develop the new industrial
technologies and the means of produc-
tion that spurred the industrial revolu-
tion and provided the basis for the rise
of modern capitalism.

Williams argues that slavery was
the key to the Industrial Revolution.
The wealth produced from slavery was
integral to the 18th century British
economy. After 1783, the West Indian
planters’ economic contribution was
greatly reduced. Williams repudiated the
argument that the British abolitionists
played a central role in ending the Atlan-
tic slave trade. Slavery was abolished for
economic reasons, not humanitarian. The
plantation economy was in decline in the
Caribbean, with industrial capitalism
having replaced the earlier mercantile
monopoly capitalism. The slave trade
had become unprofitable and therefore
was no longer needed. The abolitionists’
pity was not the deciding factor.

Williams also points out that Wil-
liam Wilberforce’s Society for the Sup-
pression of Vice and Encouragement of
Religion, while opposing slavery also
opposed the trade union movement,
with its demands for the working class’s
political and labour rights. As Williams
put it, Wilberforce “ignored what went
on at the bottom of a mineshaft.”

Laws passed in 1806—7 ended

Britain’s direct involvement in the slave
trade, and the Slavery Abolition Act in
1833 made it illegal to own slaves in the
British Empire. It was replaced with a
system of indentured servitude, called
an “apprenticeship,” that applied for a
period of six years. Riots throughout the
British West Indies forced the British
government to end the system. Landhold-
ers then brought in Indian indentured
workers as cheap labour.

Capitalism and Slavery remains one
of the strongest influences on the debate
of slavery and the rise of modern capi-
talism. Cameron McCarthy and Yolanda
Sealey-Ruiz argue in “Teaching Difficult
History” (2010) that Williams’ engage-
ment with history provides a model of
post-colonial pedagogy that is urgently
needed in today’s classroom. Gareth
Austin in the Cambridge History of
Capitalism vol. II (2014) describes the
rejection of the Williams’ thesis as a
“revisionist interpretation”.

Capitalism and Slavery is one of
the most powerful history books ever
written on Caribbean history and capi-
talism, yet it remains little known in
Australia. Up until the 1990s academ-
ics here often did not regard Caribbean
and African authors as real academics.
Fortunately, this has changed, though
Williams’ attack on the British Empire
is still little discussed, except by experts
on West Indian history.

The topic is very much a live one in
the UK, where conservative and far-right
figures love to argue that the abolition
of slavery somehow proves that Britain
has never engaged in racism. There are
obvious parallels with Australia’s ‘his-
tory wars.’

The book is well-researched, and
supported with figures and a solid bibli-
ography. I do recommend it as a thought-
provoking and informative read. &
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Do YOU deserve to be placed under administration
and lose all your democratic rights while

the administrator spends your money? Take

this simple Guardian quiz to find out.

1. Are you a bank?
Yes
No

2. Are you a union?
Yes
No

3. Have you knowingly taken
money off dead people?

Yes (It’s very complicated being a bank.)

No

4. Have you stood up for safety in

dangerous work places?
Yes, that’s what we building unions do
No, are you kidding? I'm a bank!

5. Have you ever laundered money for terrorists?

No

Yes (Look, this banking business is more tricky than it looks, give

me a break)

6. Have you ever charged your customers
$118 miillion dollars in return for you

doing nothing at all for them?

No. The people I work for want something for every dollar they give me
Yes, and I'm sorry. I completely deserved that slap on the wrist I got

after the Royal Commission. Ouch

7. Is your business totally protected from failure
by guarantees from the Australian government?

No. My employers regularly go broke, don’t pay me, and then reappear

under different business names.

Yes. I love the free market, but it’s pretty sweet being a bank.

8. Would you say your industry is very dangerous?
Yes — people are regularly injured or killed in my industry

No — see question 7

9. Have you ever been the subject of a Royal

Commission and emerged unscathed?

Yes (but Nine media keep saying “Royal Commission” as though it

found something)

No, you wouldn’t believe the awful things they found! Luckily, I'm a

bank!

10. Have you recently been blamed for

the high price of houses and cocaine?

Yes — it feels like the Nine papers have hit the bottom of the barrel there. P
No — even though I've been caught letting millions of dollars of money-

laundering go though
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If you answered YES to question 1, congratulations! You're a bank,

and nobody’s going to sack your officials, take your money, or put
you in administration.
If you answer Yes to questions 2-10, you’re a building union and you

don’t need to do this survey to know you’re under attack from the

Labor government and the media.
If you answered ‘Yes’ to question 2 and couldn’t answer questions

3-10, you may be another union. Look after your members prop-
erly, stand up to employers and the government will get around to

you.

Peter Farmer
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US plans for war on three fronts

William Briggs

The United States has maintained
power and control since the end of
WW2 but its hold on power has never
been shakier. Its economic dominance
is being threatened as never before. Its
military power remains unsurpassed
but it sees states that are also power-
ful and which are not prepared to toe
the US line. This makes the US ruling
class uneasy. It is becoming increas-
ingly clear that the US is giving seri-
ous thought to preparing to wage war
on three fronts; against Iran, Russia,
and China.

A document has been circulating through
the Pentagon and the White House calling
for a new military doctrine that allows for
just such a nightmare scenario. It first came
to light in the form of an essay, ‘A Three-
Theater Defense Strategy: How America
Can Prepare for War in Asia, Europe, and
the Middle East,” published in the influen-
tial Foreign Affairs magazine. Its author,
Thomas Mahnken is president and CEO of
the powerful US think tank, Center for Stra-
tegic and Budgetary Assessments (CSBA), a
member of the US national defence strategy
commission and a member of the US army
science board.

Mahnken pulls no punches. The US is
currently involved in two wars; in Ukraine
and in the Middle East, while preparing for a
third in Asia. It is possible to engage on three
fronts because, “Washington is fortunate to
have capable allies and friends in East Asia,
Europe and the Middle East.” However,
these allies and friends “must do a better
job of working together.” This means, not
only acting in alliance with the USA on the
battlefield, but in producing the weaponry
and keeping the American military-industrial-
complex profitable.

The strategy relies on there being ‘ene-
mies’ ready at hand. American strategists
and the propagandists of the Western media
easily identify these enemies. The essay claims
that America’s foes “are cooperating with one
another: Iran sells oil to China, China sends
money to North Korea, and North Korea
sends weapons to Russia.” Mahnken calls
these countries “an authoritarian axis” that
“spans the Eurasian landmass.” The answer,
for Mahnken is for the US to strike back.

Having identified this “axis”, the theorist
explains how to fight it. This means leaning
on “allies.” Mahnken is happy to report that
Washington’s allies have “the power to help
it constrain the authoritarian axis. But to
succeed, they must do a better job of work-
ing together ... The West, in particular, must
create and share more munitions, weapons,
and military bases.”

Photo: Yasuo Osakabe, US Air Force — rawpixel.com (CCO)

It would be easy to dismiss this as the
ramblings of a deranged mind, but author
has the ear of government and the military.
His strategy has also been capturing the
imagination of sections of capital in the USA,
and not only the arms industry that would
most benefit.

Alex Karp, the CEO of data-mining soft-
ware company Palantir Technologies, is the
latest to lend his support to the concept of
shifting the technological focus of war-mak-
ing. Just weeks before the Mahnken essay
appeared, the US military awarded Palantir
a US$480 million contract to expand a data
analysis and decision-making tool to more
military users across the globe, including
five combatant commands: US Central Com-
mand, European Command, Indo-Pacific
Command, Northern Command and Trans-
portation Command.

Karp is spruiking the same line as
Mahnken, that the USA must prepare for
“parallel conflicts,” and again cites China,
Russia and Iran as the targets. He argues
that autonomous weapons would form the
new wave of military production: “I think
we’re in an age when nuclear deterrence is
actually less effective because the West is
very unlikely to use anything like a nuclear
bomb, whereas our adversaries might.”

This is an extraordinary statement.

The USA has been spending vast amounts
upgrading its nuclear weaponry, including
‘low-yield’ tactical nuclear weapons. The
USA is the only country to have used nuclear
weapons. China has a policy of no first use
of nuclear weapons. The USA refuses to rule
out first use.

The global economy is teetering on the
brink of an abyss. The BRICS economies
are performing much better than those of
the G7. China’s economic strength is all that
is keeping the global economy from reces-
sion and worse. In time-honoured fashion,
the response is war; the great panacea for
economic crisis.

Such a strategy as that needs huge invest-
ments for there to be a potential return. The
military-industrial complex has made been
making good profits from the two current
wars that the US is sponsoring, in Israel
and Ukraine.

The US is not the only regime that seeks
to turn a profit from the arms industry.
Australia has an ambition to become one of
the ‘top-ten’ arms producers. Such willing-
ness fits beautifully with the coming ‘three
theatres of war’ strategy. War and profit are
inseparable in the thinking of capitalism. As
Mahnken puts it, “the US government should
provide defence companies with the kind of
steady demand needed to boost production

™

... allowing defence firms to ship to Taiwan
or Poland ... especially when the United
States is not itself fighting major wars.” He
adds that the US “has plenty of weapons it
can sell to its friends,” but when shortages
occur, “friendly” regimes can help out from
their own defence industries.

What the US cannot do alone, is fight
these three potential wars. As far as our
region is concerned, the new scenario sees
current US bases as being “vulnerable.”
Australia becomes part of the USA’s fall-
back position. “Australia is far enough away
from China to be safe from most Chinese air
and missile threats but still close enough to
conduct and support operations in a future
conflict ... during WW2 the landscape of
northern Australia was dotted with airfields
from which American and Australian pilots
fought against Japan. The remnants of many
of these facilities still exist, ready to be res-
urrected. Australia and the United States
simply need to renovate and expand them.”

Mahnken’s article is a carefully crafted
and considered plan to promote global
war, designed to preserve US power and
hegemony. The US is taking it seriously.
We should too.

The CPA is fighting for an independent
and peaceful Australia. Keep reading the
Guardian and help out when you can. &

CFMEU: international support

‘A blatant attack on the
fundamental rights of workers’

A statement of support from the Union
internationale des syndicats des travailleurs du
batiment, du bois et des matériaux de construction,
(International Union of workers in building, timber
and construction materials, UITBB)

The UITBB stands in solidarity with the CFMEU,
protesting against the Australian government’s power
grab.

On behalf of the UITBB, we extend our unwaver-
ing solidarity and support to all CFMEU members
during this challenging period. We have been closely
monitoring recent developments involving the federal
government’s intervention in the CFMEU. The drastic
measures, including the dismissal of over 270 union
leaders and the imposition of an administrator, appear
to us to be an unprecedented and blatant interference
in the legitimate activities of unions.

This is deeply concerning not only for the CFMEU,
but for the wider labour movement in Australia and
internationally. Regardless of the excuses used by
the government, these actions are nothing short of a

blatant attack on the fundamental rights of workers
to organise and defend their interests. It is alarming
that the CFMEU, a union that has historically been at
the forefront of protecting workers’ rights and ensur-
ing safe working conditions, is now under a politically
motivated attack that completely disregards due proc-
ess. The fact that the Labor Party is part of this attack
is extremely concerning.

The UITBB stands firmly with the CFMEU in
opposing these actions. No worker stands alone.
The integrity of the trade union movement is not
only crucial to defending trade union freedoms, but
also to fighting for the ultimate goal of social justice
and equality.

We will continue to monitor the situation closely
and will lend our support in every way possible. The
struggles the CFMEU faces today are shared by all
workers in our ranks and their unions around the
world. Together, we will continue to fight for a world
where workers’ rights are respected and upheld.

Michalis Papanikolaou
Secretary General

@cpacanberra

act@cpa.org.au

www.cpa.org.au
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NATO weapons used in Russia
escalate the war

William Briggs

Ukraine’s recent ‘incursion’ into Rus-
sia, or more correctly its invasion of
Russia, has seriously inflamed an
already dangerous confrontation.
Some observers consider that the pur-
pose of Kyiv’s assault on the Kursk
region is to make “negotiations” for
an end to the war more likely. Russia
has responded that it makes any such
negotiations impossible.

The situation was made even worse when
it became clear that weapons supplied by
the US and NATO, and Bushmaster vehicles
from Australia are being used inside Russian
territory. The billions-worth of munitions,
rockets, tanks, and aircraft that the West has
poured into Ukraine was always predicated
on their being used for the defence of Ukraine
in its war with Russia. Slowly, over time,
the materiel changed. Short range weapons
became longer range, but the charade of
‘defensive’ capability was maintained. The
advance into Russia, and the repeated drone
attacks including drone attacks on Moscow
have changed the nature of this war. It is no
longer defensive but has become something
quite else.

Not only has the weaponry that the
Ukrainian forces are using inside Russia been
supplied by the West, NATO governments
have given their blessing. This is a calculated
escalation of the conflict and designed, not
simply to inflict damage upon Russia, or to
draw Russian forces away from the battle-
front, but to show Russia that the war has
escalated into a wider conflict.

Canada and the UK were among the first
NATO powers to give their formal permis-
sion for their weapons to be used inside
Russia. The USA is similarly happy about
such use, but clings to the fiction that it is
about defence, and that ‘long range’ strikes
are not to be undertaken.

In theory the West hasn’t let Ukraine
use long-range weapons for fear of retalia-
tion by Moscow. An obvious point ignored
by NATO apologists, is that if such weapons
were not to be available, then why send them
to Kyiv in the first place. Zelensky has been
urging his allies and paymasters to give him
approval to launch attacks deep inside Rus-
sian territory.

e T v - :

An Australian Bushmaster blastproof truck in Afghanistan, 2007. Photo: David Axe — flickr.co

The pretence becomes clear when seen
from the perspective of the Ukrainian assault
in the Kursk region. Russia’s Foreign Intelli-
gence Services state that the evidence shows
that the assault was planned “in coordination
with US, UK, and Polish special services.”
Ukrainian units have been receiving train-
ing in NATO countries, including Germany
and the UK.

The United States has enabled this awful
conflict to continue. It has armed, funded,
and given diplomatic legitimacy to the war.
It has worked assiduously to cripple the Rus-
sian economy. It has been partisan in the
extreme. However as the war escalates, the
USA is seeking to present itself in a slightly
less appalling light. It has provided Ukraine
with billions of dollars in equipment but, in

a vain attempt to not become embroiled in
a direct conflict with Russia, put all sorts of
‘rubbery’ conditions on how the weapons
could be used.

Little by little those restrictions have been
lifted. Washington still says that long-range
attacks are not acceptable, but is reluctant
to say what is and isn’t “long-range.” White
House national security spokesperson John
Kirby recently commented that, “we have
been very, very clear and consistent that we
really want to see Ukraine focus on defend-
ing themselves ... We don’t encourage and
we don’t enable attacks outside of Ukraine
except ... where we believe ... they’re facing
some imminent threats.” Mealy-mouthed
announcements like this allow Ukraine to
do whatever it wants, whenever it wants.

(CC BY-NC 2.0)

Russian Deputy UN Ambassador, Dmitri
Polyansky responded that the use of US
weapons in Kursk “is an act of escalation
and it will have serious consequences, we
are being absolutely blunt about this with
our US colleagues.”

The weaponry that has been used in the
Kursk region includes materiel from the USA
as well as numbers of NATO countries. An
Australian Bushmaster vehicle is among a
growing list of armoured vehicles and tanks
that have been deployed and destroyed. The
West is playing a dangerous and inflamma-
tory game in Ukraine and inside Russia.
The war will be prolonged and the misery
prolonged with it. &

An interview with the founder of Prolewiki

Interviewer: Melbourne comrade

Guardian: why did you
start Prolewiki?

I noticed how both on online
and party discussions we tend to
reiterate the same subjects because
there is a lack of centralisation of
critique. The encyclopedic form,
along with the wiki format, allows
us to collect information and update
it very easily to accurately and sci-
entifically portray many subjects
under a Marxist understanding,
along with citations of authors
which guides readers towards
further research. It was inspired
by Wikipedia, which has the same
principle, but operates under a
liberal/libertarian administration,
often reverting edits which are
outside liberal ideology

G: How would you describe
the ideological leanings of
Prolewiki?

We are guided by Marxism-
Leninism, but we don’t just study
Marx, Engels, Lenin and try to
understand the modern world with
them. The world which we live is
quite different from the world which
these authors lived. But they are the
kernel of everything else. Marxism-
Leninism alone does not answer all
the problems of our era, such as the

climate urgency, the treatment and
understanding of LGBT groups and
how we should relate to them, the
nature of the Russian and Chinese
economies and how they relate to
the world market, etc. These are
matters which concern those who
are attempting to portray these
social phenomena, and which has
no precedent in classical Marxist
literature. So we need to resort
to authors, not necessarily Marx-
ists, who have extensively studied
these topics. This is not strange in
Marxism either, as Marx and Lenin
used works of bourgeois authors
to compile and synthesise their
theories. Amongst the editorship,
there is a varied analysis of these
and other topics, like in every
healthy Marxist organisation, and
we have informed debates and cri-
tiques which improves our political
line. The results of our findings we
publish on our articles, open to be
criticized by readers as well.

G: What sort of feedback
have you had ?

We have articles on a wide
range of topics, and editors aren’t
always able to correctly portray a
particular subject. Sometimes party
members have reacted negatively
to our portrayal of their organisa-
tions, or some people have called to

our attention that a subject was not
correctly portrayed. They reach us
through our social media, or they
happen to comment on it during
our recruitment or propaganda
campaigns.

G: Were there any sur-
prises with Prolewiki?

Yes, our organisation has
expanded to the point where we
have editors in every continent
except Africa. We also managed to
cultivate a welcoming community,
with spaces directed for discussions
on mental and physical health for
every member. This is a positive
development which I believe every
communist organisation should
learn from. Moments for entertain-
ment are essential in maintaining
morale and strengthening our rela-
tionships in our class war against
the bourgeoisie.

G: How can people help
with Prolewiki if they wish
to do so?

As a sympathiser, you can share
our work and project with your
comrades. As a reader, you can
contribute to edits which improve
our articles, now that we've recently
adopted a feature which allows us
to receive edits from readers which
we moderate. As an editor, you can
contribute to the direction of the

project by making and voting on
proposals, as well as contributing to
articles without moderation (though
still facing scrutiny of the editor-
ship). Editors who show commit-
ment to the project can eventually
contribute to management of the
project. We recently had elections
and voted in two administrators
after substantial contributions to
our encyclopedia. We also accept
financial donations from anyone
interested in contributing with the
costs of maintaining a website and
promoting the project.

G: Before Prolewki were
there any other similar leftist
websites?

Yes, and your question made me
realise I left out another inspiration
for ProleWiki. There is another
project, also based on Wikipedia,
called ‘Leftypedia’ which adopts
a “catch-all” policy of allowing
editors from many spectres of
“leftist” philosophy, ranging from
anarchism to social-democracy. I
thought it would be more useful
to the working class if there was a
centralised website with Marxist-
Leninist principles. And we went
one step further and also expanded
our project to other languages, while
Leftypedia only offered content in
English.

G: What articles on
Prolewiki are you most proud
of?

Our article on Fascism is very
accurate and well sourced. While
it’s short, I also like how our article
on Stalin turned out.

G: Are there any questions
you yourself would like to ask
the CPA?

How Australia relates to the
world market in terms of unequal
exchange and imperialism, and
what justifies the Australian bour-
geoisie rallying up against China?

G: Final question, is there
anything you’d like to say to
readers?

Always be critical! It’s through
critique that we advance our knowl-
edge and understanding, as well as
the strength of our party.

To quote Mao Zedong, “If we
have shortcomings, we are not
afraid to have them pointed out
and criticised, because we serve
the people. Anyone, no matter who,
may point out our shortcomings. If
he is right, we will correct them. If
what he proposes will benefit the
people, we will act upon it.” &
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indigenous Ixil people in the 1980s. Photo: Elena Hermosa/Trocaire — flickr.com (CC BY 2.0)

Graham Holton

Bernardo Arévalo of the Seed Movement party
(Movimiento Semilla) became president of
Guatemala on 15 January 2024. The left-wing
government faces powerful right-wing inter-
ests aligned against its policies of attacking
corruption, the old military guard and the
business and legal sectors. At his inauguration
Arévalo said: “We will not allow our institu-
tions to be bent by corruption and impunity”.
This is the first progressive government since
the 1954 CIA-backed coup against President
Jacobo Arbenz, which caused Guatemala to
collapse into a brutal civil war. Left-wing
guerrilla groups such as the Organization of
People in Arms (ORPA), the Guerrilla Army
of the Poor (EGP), the Rebel Armed Forces
(FAR), and armed factions of the Guatema-
lan Workers’ Party (PGT), fought against the
well-equipped and trained Guatemala mili-
tary. They were responsible for 93 per cent
of all documented human rights violations.

During that period Israel supported the Guatema-
lan government, playing an important role in training
and equipping the military and the death squads.

In 1972 the EGP entered the Quiche region. US
advisors trained the Guatemalan police on intelli-
gence procedures, and death squads were set up to
kill opposition students, church and union leaders in
a genocidal purge of the indigenous Ixil people. Israel
sold weapons to Guatemala, including armoured
personnel carriers, military communications equip-
ment, light cannons, machine guns, and Uzis. Israeli
Galil assault rifles became the standard weapon of
Guatemala’s troops.

In the 1980s Israel built a factory in Guatemala to
produce the Galils, M-16s and ammunition. Tel Aviv
delivered the Arava short take-off and landing aircraft.
During the 1982-83 government of General Efrain
Rios Montt, 300 Israeli advisors trained the military
in Guatemala. In 1983 Ed Cody of The Washington
Post wrote: “Israeli advisers — some official, others
private — helped Guatemalan internal security agents
hunt underground rebel groups.”

Direct military rule ended with the election of
Vinicio Cerezo of the Christian Democracy Party in
1986, but the conflict went on. In an interview Gen-
eral Benedicto Lucas said that Israel was: “the only
country that gave us support in our battle against the
guerrillas.” Bishara Bahbah, in his book Israel and
Latin America: The Military Connection (1986),
termed Israeli military aid to Guatemala a “special
case” within Israel’s military sales to Latin America.
Milton Jamail wrote in his It’s No Secret, Israel’s
Military involvement in Central America (1986),
that Guatemala “has come to resemble the Israelis
on the West Bank and Gaza: They are an occupying
army ... the Israeli plans at home provide a prototype
for solving Guatemalan problems.”

The period is often called a “hidden/silent holo-
caust,” or the “Maya holocaust.” US Green Beret captain
Jesse Garcia said he trained “Guatemalan troops in
the technique of how to ‘destroy towns.”” The Maya
suffered over 625 massacres, and the destruction of
more than 600 villages. Over a million Maya were dis-
placed. Overall, the procedure was similar to Israel’s
actions in 1947-1948, when nearly 500 Palestinian
villages were wiped from the map.

In War Against the People: Israel, The Palestin-
ians, and Global Pacification (2015), Jeff Halper notes
that Israel’s military aid and training in Guatemala
were instrumental in setting up forced-settlement “re-
adjustment” communities designed to monitor mas-
sacre survivors. Guatemalan military officers referred
to them as the “Palestinisation” of Guatemala’s Maya
lands. Israeli-trained Guatemalan colonel Eduardo
Wohlers, in charge of the Plan of Assistance to Con-
flict Areas, admitted that “the model of the kibbutz
and moshav” were used.

In 1996 the Guatemala peace accord was signed
after UN-moderated peace talks between the gov-
ernment of Guatemala and representatives from
the Unidad Revolucionaria Nacional Guatemalteca
(Guatemalan National Revolutionary Unity). The
general language of the peace accords, and the lack
of representation of several groups such as ORPA,
caused challenges to its implementation. The govern-
ment failed to fully implement the accords under an
emerging threat of authoritarianism.

In 1999 a Guatemalan military intelligence docu-
ment, known as the Diario Militar (Death Squad Dos-
sier), was leaked. Its 74 pages listed 195 detentions
and murders between 1983 and 1985. In February
1999 Guatemala’s truth commission, the UN Com-
mission for Historical Clarification (CEH) estimated
that 200,000 people were killed during the 1960-
1996 civil war, with 45,000 forcibly disappeared.
The state was found to have violated international
rules, including the use of torture. The killings were
recognised as genocide in a thorough twelve-volume
report, Guatemala Memoria Del Silencio (1999). In
2012 the Inter-American Court of Human Rights ruled
that the Guatemalan state was responsible for the dis-
appearance of 26 people listed in the Dossier, using
“a systematic state policy of forced disappearances.”

On 10 May 2013, Guatemala began the trial of its
former head of state, Rios Montt, for genocide and
crimes against humanity. His conviction was over-
turned by Guatemala’s corrupt constitutional court.
Retired Guatemalan General Benedicto Lucas Garcia
was tried at the Supreme Court of Justice in January
2016 and sentenced to prison. Dozens of prosecutors
and judges who tried to prosecute military officials
have been exiled or imprisoned. In 2022 Judge Miguel
Angel Galvez fled into exile after ordering the trial of
nine miliary and police officials listed on the Dossier.

The alleged architects of these crimes against
humanity, military and police officials now in their
80s, are finally facing court. In May 2024 the trial of
retired Guatemalan General Benedicto Lucas Garcia
began in Guatemala City. Now ninety-one, Armed
Forces Chief of Staff for his brother, President General
Fernando Romeo Lucas Garcia, was the architect of
the counterinsurgency war. He is accused of order-
ing the murder of more than 1,771 indigenous Ixil
Maya between 1978 and 1982. The charges include
genocide, crimes against humanity, and seeking to
eliminate Indigenous Maya in the Ixil Triangle of the
Quiche region.

Lucas’ attorneys have yet to present their defence,
so the trial will continue. It is unlikely that Israeli
officials will appear before the trial to reveal their
critical role in the “Guatemala Holocaust.” Today,
Israel continues to arm and train violent right-wing
regimes around the world. &
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. Global Briefs

BRITAIN: The National Education Union (NEU) has called
for the introduction of universal free school meals after
a new poll indicated that a growing number of teachers
are providing food for hungry pupils. The poll of around
10,000 teachers by the charity FairShare found that 36
per cent of those working in more deprived areas report-
ed handing out food to pupils, compared with 23 per cent
in more affluent areas. NEU general secretary Daniel
Kebede said: “It is a tragedy that so many children sit in
classrooms while enduring gnawing hunger. The solution
to a child being too hungry to learn is to feed them. Rather
than leaving this to teachers to fund from their own pock-
ets, the government must ensure that all children have the
nutrition they need to thrive. That’s why we urge the gov-
ernment to invest in the next generation with free school
meals for all.”

NAMIBIA: Namibia has banned the Portuguese-flagged
freighter MV Kathrin from its territorial waters on suspi-
cion that it is carrying military equipment and explosives
destined for Israel. Namibia's Justice Minister, Yvonne
Dausab stated: “Namibia fulfils its obligation not to support
or be complicit in the Israeli war crimes, crimes against
humanity and genocide, as well as their illegal occupa-
tion of Palestine.” The Palestinian government expressed
its gratitude to Namibia for its “unwavering support of the
people.” Namibia’s decision marks a significant precedent
in the implementation of the Genocide Convention and
reflects the growing international rejection of Israel over
the situation in Gaza.

PALESTINE: The World Health Organisation (WHO) has
announced the distribution of 1.2 million doses of polio
vaccine in Gaza, with an additional 400,000 to be distrib-
uted as ‘part of an emergency campaign’ following the
first case of polio. The vaccinations were supposed to
be accompanied by three-day breaks in the Israeli siege
to allow for the treatment of more than 640,000 chil-
dren. “The Gaza Strip has been polio-free for 25 years.
Its re-emergence is yet another threat to the children
in the region,” UNICEF said. In later development, the
office of Israel’'s PM Netanyahu denied reports of a com-
plete ceasefire in the Gaza Strip for the vaccinations. It
announced that limited zones would be allocated for vac-
cinations for a short period. “Reports about a general
ceasefire in order to administer polio vaccines in Gaza
are false. Israel will allow a humanitarian corridor only,
through which vaccination personnel may pass; desig-
nated safe areas will also be established for administering
the vaccines during certain hours,” the statement said.

UKRAINE: At least 6 F-16 warplanes were delivered to
Ukraine recently. One of them crashed during a Russian
bombardment, killing the pilot. The news of the plane
loss was first broken by the American media, with the
Ukrainian military authorities confirming it some days
later. Four days later Ukranian President Zelensky dis-
missed the commander of the country’s air force,
Mykola Oleshchuk. The dismissal came on the same
day Olesgchuk threatened Marianna Bezuglaya, depu-
ty head of the Ukrainian parliament’s defence committee
for her claims that the F-16 was downed by a Patriot air-
defence system and was not the result of a mechanical
failure or pilot’s error. The former air force commander
accused her of denigrating the air force and discredit-
ing US manufacturers. He said he hoped she would face
legal consequences for her claims. There will be an inves-
tigation into the matter. The US military had a history of
‘friendly fire’ incidents during their wars in Afghanistan
and Iraq.
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Gaza, polio, and genocide

William Briggs

The crisis in Gaza just got worse. Weeks
ago, the polio virus was detected in the
foetid, polluted, and stagnant water
that surrounds and infects the rubble
that is now home to the people of Gaza.
Virtually all water and sewage treat-
ment facilities have been destroyed by
Israeli bombs. It was only a matter of
time before the first case was detected.
A ten-month old child now lies para-
lysed. That little boy is among hundreds
of thousands who have not been vacci-
nated and now live amid infection and
disease.

When the virus was first detected, Israel
made a cold and callous decision. It chose to
seal that part of its border completely, to ensure
that no Israeli child might be infected. This
decision, while reported at the time, was just
one crime among many. It quickly ceased to
be news. It simply faded away. Polio is again
in the news. It is no longer a case of ‘will there
be a polio outbreak,” but rather, ‘how can it be
limited.” The Palestinian baby is the first case
in Gaza in 25 years. He will not be the last.
Israel stands condemned once more for its
appalling treatment of Gazans as it pursues
its murderous reign of terror.

Israel, in an attempt to appear ‘reasonable’
in the face of such a potential catastrophe, has
agreed to a series of pauses in its attacks to
allow for children to be vaccinated. As many as
640,000 children will need to be treated. Israel
was quick to place conditions on the pauses.

They will be for limited periods of time and no
arrangements are in place for a second dose
that will be required in a further four weeks.

Israel’s support for the vaccinations and any
brief pause in its assault is designed to placate
an international audience increasingly sickened
by the barbarity. Dr Tamer Qarmout, from the
Doha Institute for Graduate Studies, has made the
observation that the ‘international community is
begging Israel to vaccinate children tells you to
what extent this war has become immoral and
genocidal.” He described the whole process as
a “sick joke by the Israelis to say, we offer you
three days to vaccinate children, knowing that
the entire health sector has been destroyed with
no clinics and no basic conditions whatsoever
to provide this vaccine.”

Even as Israel was readying itself to make
the announcement of its ‘humanitarianism,’ it
was committing further crimes in Gaza. An aid
convoy, carrying medical supplies and fuel to a
Gaza hospital was hit by Israeli missiles. Sev-
eral aid workers died. The trucks were clearly
marked and had been in contact with Israeli
military before the journey. Bombardments
have intensified across Gaza.

The “pauses” in Israel’s assault to allow for
vaccinations are insulting and make Dr Qar-
mout’s ‘sick joke’ description an accurate one.
The attacks will pause from 6:am to 3:pm in
three-day phases. After the nine-hour break,
then it’s business as usual.

What is tragically certain is that the Brit-
ish medical journal The Lancet’s estimate of
more than 186,000 potential deaths is by no
means an exaggerated or inflated figure. @&

Polio vaccination in response to a polio outbreak in the Horn of Africa, 2013.
Photo: UNICEF Ethiopia — flickr.com (CC BY-NC-ND 2.0)

this war has become
immoral and genocidal

Israeli police shut down
Communist Party HQ to
disrupt anti-war activities

Antony Loewenstein

Al-lttihad

HAIFA, Israel: The Israeli
police and Netanyahu’s Secu-
rity Minister Itamar Ben Gvir
attacked the Israeli Commu-
nist Party, closing its head-
quarters in the city of Haifa
to stop the party from organ-
ising anti-war and anti-geno-
cide activities.

The police summoned Reem
Hazan, secretary of the party’s
Haifa region, for a second time
Monday afternoon and interrogated
her about the ICP’s actions. After
grilling Hazan, they announced
the decision to close the party’s
headquarters in order to prevent
the showing of artist Muhammad
Bakri’s new film Jenin, Jenin and to
prevent meetings aimed at organis-
ing actions against the aggressive
war on Gaza.

In a statement, the Communist
Party and the Democratic Front
for Peace and Equality (Hadash)

condemned the measure, saying
“It indicates the depth of the fas-
cist practice affecting political and
party work in the country that
opposes the war and the policy of
this government.”

The two organisations also
stressed their defiance of Netan-
yahu and Ben Gvir, declaring that
“anti-war activity will continue
until this criminal war on Gaza
stops.”

Immediately after the deci-
sion to close the headquarters,
an emergency session was held
by the branch leadership in the
city, attended by leaders from the
ICP and Hadash nationally, and a
number of protest steps were taken
against the decision, including
organising a demonstration.

The Arab-Jewish Partnership
for Peace coalition stated: “We will
not remain silent about this attempt
at silencing and will not surrender
to the police and government’s
attempts to suppress opposition to

the occupation and the war. Fas-
cism will not pass!”

Solidarity was also heard from
inside the occupied territories. In
a letter addressed to the Israeli
Communist Party, the Palestin-
ian People’s Party stated: “All the
criminal repressive practices tar-
geting the status, activities, and
headquarters of your party and
Hadash, fall within the fascist poli-
cies of the occupation government
and apparatuses against our people
and against the forces opposing war
and occupation.”

The letter added: “The People’s
Party condemns these persecutions
and all the practices of the occupa-
tion, and expresses its solidarity
with Comrade Hazan, your party,
and your victorious coalition. It
affirms its confidence in your stead-
fastness and positions, and together
and united in the struggle against
the occupation and fascism.”
People’s World &
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Australian Marxist Review: new issue!

Issue #77 celebrates the relaunch of World Marxist Review with
a reprint of its inaugural editorial as an important development
in the regeneration of the international communist movement.

It brings forward an article on the development of the Marxist
Leninist understanding of the national question through the
experience of the Soviet Union and other socialist countries,
and presents the national question as a theoretical concept that
has evolved in the light of practice, very relevant to Australia’s
national question. It also continues the interviews that
commenced in AMR #76 with David Matters and Sally Mitchell
to deepen the body of work of recording oral histories of veteran
party members’ experiences within the communist movement.

Available from cpa.org.au/australian-marxist-review/

With the Middle East on the
precipice of regional war, it’s
possible to miss the smaller,
though no less important,
details. This is about Gaza and
the nearly one year of war the
territory has suffered. The
area is now largely uninhab-
itable, a key Israeli goal, and
tens of thousands of Palestin-
ians are dead.

Despite these grim realities,
virtually every Western nation
still backs the Jewish state and the
US continues to provide weapons
to Israel.

But for Israeli colonists, build-
ing outposts on the Gaza beachfront
is the long-term vision.

It may sound extreme and
unrealistic but you’d be a fool to
ignore the growing calls to make
it happen.

The editor of Israeli newspa-
per, Haaretz, Aluf Benn, recently
explained the thinking in the Israeli
government:

In practice, a long-term
arrangement for “the day after” is
being drawn up. Israel will control
the northern Gaza Strip and drive
out the 300,000 Palestinian still
there. Maj-Gen (res.) Giora Eiland,
the war’s ideologue, proposes starv-
ing them to death, or exiling them,
as a lever with which to defeat
Hamas. The Israeli right envisions
a Jewish settlement of the area,
with vast real estate potential of

Palestine, the
‘long-term vision’

convenient topography, a sea view,
and proximity to central Israel.

The 57-year experience of the
occupation of the West Bank and
East Jerusalem indicates that this
is a long process that requires a lot
of patience and diplomatic maneu-
vering capability. No large Jewish
city will be built in Gaza tomorrow,
but progress will be made acre
by acre, mobile home by mobile
home, outpost by outpost — just
like in Hebron, Elon Moreh, and
Gilad Farm.

Do not get confused: occupation
is the goal Netanyahu is fighting for,
even at the price of the remaining
hostages dying, and at the risk of
a regional war. The scaffolding
holding up his regime, National
Security Minister Itamar Ben Gvir
and Finance Minister Bezalel Smo-
trich, will stand in place so long as
he seeks by word and deed a per-
manent occupation and creeping
annexation of Gaza.

It’s just another step in the
likely path of Israel becoming a
Jewish theocratic state. These real
possibilities in Gaza, alongside
the surging violence and pogroms
against Palestinians in the West
Bank and Jewish settlers wanting to
colonise southern Lebanon, herald
an even darker period ahead.
Australian author Antony
Loewenstein’'s The Palestine
Laboratory’ was reviewed in
the Guardian
antonyloewenstein.com &
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France: Macron works
with fascists to block
New Popular Front
government

C J Atkins

Almost two months after the New Popular
Front won France’s parliamentary elections,
President Emmanuel Macron has unveiled a
new tactic in his effort to delay allowing the
left-wing coalition to form a government: join-
ing forces with the fascists.

The snap elections of early July put the NPF — an
alliance of the French Communist Party (PCF), La
France Insoumise (France Unbowed, or LFI, the party
of Jean-Luc Mélenchon), the center-left Socialist Party
(PS), and Les Ecologistes (a green environmentalist
party) — in first place.

Together, they beat the polls and knocked the
National Rally of Marine Le Pen and Jordan Bardella
into third place. Macron’s group, Ensemble/Renais-
sance, came up the middle and secured second.

Coming in first gives the NPF the legal right to
nominate a prime minister and cabinet. Openly
defying the will of French voters, however, Macron
has spent weeks peddling one excuse after another
to delay appointing Lucie Castets, the NPF’s choice
for prime minister.

In the initial days following the election, Macron
re-installed his own premier, Gabriel Attal, in a sup-
posedly “temporary” capacity. Backed by French
capitalists and big business, the president hoped that
kicking the can down the road would buy enough time
for the left-wing parties’ unity to unravel.

When that didn’t work, he used the Paris Olympics
as his next justification, claiming the Games required
national unity rather than political division. He pledged
to appoint a new government once the athletes of the
world had gone home.

Two weeks after the closing ceremony, however,
Attal is still prime minister and Macron continues to
obstruct the left’s path to power.

Spokespersons for the Elysée Palace, Macron’s
official residence, offered a new story. On behalf of
Macron, a statement was issued saying that while
discussions with the various parties were “fair, sin-
cere, and useful,” a government formed by the NPF
would “immediately have a majority of more than 350
MPs against it, effectively preventing it from acting.”

Therefore, the president said, “The institutional
stability of our country means that this option should
not be pursued.”

While trying to paint an image of the NPF lacking
popular support, what Macron was really admitting
was that he had put his party’s members of parliament
into an alliance with the fascists.

In the 577-member National Assembly, the only
way to get “a majority of 350 MPs against” the NPF
is to add Macron’s 159 seats with the fascists’ 142 and
the conservative Les Républicains party’s 61 — for a
total of 362.

Macron didn’t openly admit he’s working with
the right wing, but the numbers provided by his own
office shows he’s joined forces with Le Pen.

This latest development essentially proves the
allegation made in late July by French journalist
Pauline Bock thatMacron was hoping the National
Rally party would actually win the elections.

Bock reported that it was an open secret among the
French political elite that Macron wanted to appoint
Le Pen’s deputy, Bardella, as prime minister rather
than let the NPF govern.

It was part of a scheme to win re-election for his
own centrist Renaissance party in the next presiden-
tial vote. Allegedly, Macron wanted to let the French
people directly feel the pain of National Rally’s extrem-
ist policies for three years so that they would come
running to his party, and not the left, as their saviour.

The president’s Machiavellian maneuvering and
cynical disdain for democracy, critics say, is evidence
of political centrists’ unreliability when it comes to
fighting fascism. Rather than working with the left to
keep the anti-immigrant and anti-democratic National
Rally from seizing control, Macron is instead opening
the door for them.

Some of Macron’s opponents point out the simi-
larities of France’s current crisis to Germany’s in the
1930s when centrists and conservatives worked to
help Hitler into power rather than let labor-backed
parties like the Social Democrats and Communists
into government.

The president’s efforts to block the left and work-
ing class-supported parties come as no surprise.
Macron is a former investment banker who worked
for Rothschild & Cie Banque before being plucked
by former President Frangois Hollande to become
finance minister ten years ago.

In that role and later as president, he pursued
policies that privatised or deregulated major sections
of the French economy, made layoffs easier, raised
the retirement age for workers, and pursued other
capitalist class priorities.

Macron’s refusal to appoint an NPF government
— which is his constitutional responsibility — and his
alliance with the far-right have earned him a threat
of possible impeachment.

“The popular and political response” to Macron’s
disregard for the people “must be swift and firm,”
Jean-Luc Mélenchon, leader of La France Insoumise,
announced. His party is the largest in the NPF coalition.

“The president of the republic does not recognise
the result of universal suffrage, which placed the New
Popular Front at the top of the polls,” the party said in
a statement. “He refuses to appoint Lucie Castets as
prime minister. Under these conditions, the motion
of impeachment will be presented by LFI MPs. Any
proposal for a prime minister other than Lucie Castets
will be subject to a motion of censure.”

Fabien Roussel, secretary of the Communist Party,
called on the French people to “mobilise wherever they
are,” in city centres and rural areas alike.

Trashing Macron’s claim that an NPF government
would create instability, Roussel responded: “We will
build a government with others ... build majorities on
each law. We work in a spirit of openness, construc-
tiveness, and compromise.

“We will fight,” the Communist leader concluded,
“I am making an appeal to the people: Mobilise now.”
People’s World &
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Sudanese women fight on

Ever since the 1989 coup that brought the Muslim Brotherhood to
power, Sudanese women have endured decades of oppression,
with their political, social, economic, and cultural rights systemati-
cally stripped away. They have suffered some of the most heinous
forms of abuse and exploitation.

Despite these challenges, Sudanese women have persisted in
their courageous struggle, leading the masses and sacrificing
their own lives.

Their efforts and their sacrifices culminated in the overthrow of
Omar al-Bashir, whose regime eroded women'’s rights, including
equal pay, maternity leave, healthcare, child nutrition, and work-
place protections.

However, the reality remains unchanged under the leadership of
the generals of the Security Committee of the Sudanese Armed
Forces (SAF) and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF),
who have plunged the country into a destructive war, perpetuating
a form of parasitic capitalism that continues to plunder, deep-
en foreign dependence, and undermine national sovereignty in
Sudan.

Since the outbreak of the war, Sudanese women have been sub-
jected to various brutal acts, including sexual violence, rape,
human trafficking, displacement, and detention for purposes of
sexual slavery and recruitment, primarily by the RSF and SAF
belligerents.

Reports indicate that over 189 cases of rape were recorded
between April and December 2023, with an additional 81 cases
resulting in death — 61 of these occurred after the militias entered
Gezira State following the SAF’s withdrawal, and 21 after the mili-
tias entered Sennar.

Women have also been victims of indiscriminate artillery shelling
by both sides. The United Nations Population Fund estimates that
6.7 million Sudanese, predominantly women, are at risk of gen-
der-based violence.

In addition to these horrific crimes, Sudanese women bear the
brunt of this war in the refugee camps and shelters, where they
continue to be exploited in the worst ways, even in Egypt. Reports
have highlighted several cases of sexual assault and inhumane
conditions, such as those recorded at the Ulala camp in Ethiopia,
as one example of many.

As the heads of households grapple with the burden of living
expenses amid widespread job losses, profiteering, and inflation,
the cohesion of Sudanese families is under increasing strain. This
growing pressure has accelerated the disintegration of family units
in the face of ongoing and sharpening economic and health cri-
ses, characterized by a scarcity of healthcare provision, rampant
epidemics, severe food shortages, widespread famine, and pro-
found psychological trauma afflicting the population at large.

Sudanese women face these challenges as if they themselves
are engaged in a personal battle with the warring parties, having
defeated them once already with their resounding ululations dur-
ing the country’s revolution.

During the Sudanese Revolution, a ‘zaghrouta’ ululation from
female protesters sounding at 1pm Khartoum time would signal
the beginning of an organised mass protest centred on a particu-
lar theme or slogan.

On April 6, 2019, one such protest saw the masses marching
to and occupying the square in front of the Sudanese military’s
headquarters in Khartoum, marking the final act before the fall of
the dictator Bashir and his despised regime five days later.

So Sudanese women have triumphed and will continue to triumph
through their struggle and resilience, standing steadfast alongside
the masses in a popular front that will end the war, reclaim the rev-
olution, and bring the killers and criminals to justice.

The struggle of Sudanese women will persist despite the violence
and challenges they face amid war and displacement. Since the
establishment of the Sudanese Women’s Union in 1952, they
have remained unwavering in their pursuit of equal rights. Today,
they stand with other active forces to end the war, a crucial step
toward realizing the goals of the December 2018 revolution.

Long live the heroic struggle of Sudanese women!
Edited, from People’s World
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Nuclear weapons for
a nuclear war

Graham Holton

The United Nations Treaty on the Pro-
hibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW)
came into force in 2021. With its pream-
ble on the “catastrophic consequences”
of a nuclear war, it aims to restrict the
number of nuclear weapons stockpiled
internationally. The Treaty was signed
and ratified by 70 countries, and the
DPRK voted to initiate negotiations on
a total ban. The United States, United
Kingdom and France issued a joint state-
ment that they would not “sign, ratify or
ever become party” to the Treaty. Aus-
tralia did not sign or ratify the Treaty
after the US warned the Australian gov-
ernment that it would hamper ongoing
defence arrangements, such as AUKUS.
In 2023, Penny Wong, Australia’s for-
eign minister, said that the TPNW has
“substantial normative value,” but she
declined to say when Australia would
sign.

During the Cold War the US and USSR
signed nuclear reduction treaties to deter
nuclear war at a time of mutual distrust and
threats. At that time with more than 70,000
nuclear weapons, an all-out nuclear war would
have resulted in MAD (Mutually Assured
Destruction): the destruction of both countries
and most of the world. Between 1940 and 1996
the US spent more than US$11.3 trillion on
its nuclear weapons industry. Over the past
30 years the US and Russia have been slowly
dismantling their retired nuclear warhead
stockpiles, but now they and other powers are
increasing their operational nuclear weapons.

The nine nuclear powers (US, Russia, UK,
France, China, DPRK, India, Pakistan, and
Israel) have a total estimated 12,121 nuclear
warheads. Of these the US and Russia hold 88
percent of the world’s total inventory, in mis-
siles, aircraft, ships and submarines. According
to the FAS (Federation of American Scientists),
there are 2,100 US, Russian, British, and French
warheads on high alert.

The Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (2024),
estimates the US has 1,770 deployed nuclear
warheads, of which: 1,370 strategic warheads
are on ballistic missiles, 300 are held at stra-
tegic bomber bases in the US, and 100 tactical
bombs are held at air bases in Europe. There
are another 1,938 in reserve, and 1,336 await-
ing to be dismantled.

Recently the New York Times released
the classified nuclear strategic plan, Nuclear
Employment Guidance, approved by President
Joe Biden earlier this year. The plan focuses
on China’s nuclear arsenal expansion. Daryl
Kimball, executive director of the Arms Control
Association, said that US intelligence estimates
China is increasing the size of its nuclear arsenal
from 500 to 1,000 warheads by 2030. This is
far lower than the stockpile possessed by the
US. Russia has nearly 4,000 nuclear deployed
warheads. Despite this comparatively small
number, it has become “the major driver behind
US nuclear strategy.”

Since 2020 the Biden administration and
the UK have declined to declassify and restore
their nuclear transparency on operational
stockpiles, deployed warheads, and deployed
missiles. The nuclear increase in operational
nuclear warheads is the result of a heightened

military environment, with countries threaten-
ing adversaries with nuclear strikes. The US
State Department has stated it is preparing for
a war with China over a Taiwan invasion in
2027. The US military is preparing for nuclear
attacks on US territory in the western Pacific.
Israel has threatened Hezbollah in Syria with
a nuclear strike if attacked. Russia has warned
NATO of nuclear retaliation if Ukraine crosses
its “Red Line.” During the Trump presidency,
Kim Jung Un of the DPRK threatened to use
nuclear weapons if the US and South Korea
did not stop having war games on its borders.
Trump replied that he had “a much bigger and
more powerful one than his, and my Button
[sic] works.”

Since 1940, 57 per cent of US spending
on nuclear weapons has been on the design,
development, and maintenance of delivery
systems. A nuclear weapon uses nuclear reac-
tions, either fission, in an atomic bomb, or a
combination of fission and fusion reactions, in
a thermonuclear bomb, to produce a massive
nuclear explosion that yields the equivalent of
hundreds of kilotons of TNT. There are many
types of nuclear weapons, depending on the
nuclear weapon design and the nuclear strat-
egy being used. Nuclear bombs were dropped
from aircraft on Japan in 1945. Gravity bombs,
such as the B61, remain the primary method of
delivering a nuclear weapon and are placed on
strategic bombers and tactical fighter-bombers
to deter attacks.

“Strategic nuclear weapons” are designed to
annihilate large population centres, and thereby
deter first attacks. Nuclear warheads are fitted
to missiles, which follow a ballistic trajectory to
the target. Long-range intercontinental ballis-
tic missiles (ICBMs) and submarine-launched
ballistic missiles (SLBMs) can strike a target
anywhere in the world. Multiple independent
targetable re-entry vehicles (MIRVs) can deliver
multiple warheads at different targets from
the one missile. “Tactical or strategic nuclear
weapons” are used on battlefields to destroy
a small area. They are used for non-strategic
(decisively war-winning) military purposes,
and include gravity bombs, missiles, artillery
shells, land mines, nuclear depth charges and
nuclear torpedoes for anti-submarine warfare.

The immediate impact of a nuclear strike is
a massive release of gamma and neutron radia-
tion, which is lethal for several kilometres from
the detonation point. A 300-kiloton nuclear
weapon can cause first-degree burns up to 13
km from the blast site, and the ionizing radia-
tion dose of 500 rem (Roentgen equivalent) is
fatal. A fireball following the explosion rises
more than 600 metres in height, spreading sear-
ing heat and radiation. The blast wave travels
outward faster than the speed of sound, with
a massive pressure wave spreading 5 km from
the target. There would be no survivors within
a radius of several kilometres. An attack on a
major city would kill over one million people
in the first 24 hours. In an all-out nuclear war,
hundreds of detonations would occur within
minutes. A nuclear war between the US and
Russia would lead to an estimated 360 mil-
lion deaths.

There is nowhere to hide in a nuclear war,
even in Australia, because of the US military
bases here. The threat of global nuclear war
is increasing, despite anti-nuclear weapons
activism, from the CPA and others. &
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